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27950 Roble Alto Drive, Los Altos Hills 
$4,250,000 

Beds 5   |   Baths 5.5   |   Offices 2   |   Garage 3 Car   |   Palo Alto Schools 
Home ~ 4,565 sq. ft.   |   Lot ~ 46,130 sq. ft. 

video tour   |   www.schoelerman.com                                         

 

Jackie 
650-855-9700 

jackie@schoelerman.com 
BRE # 01092400 

 
www.schoelerman.com  

 
Richard 
650-566-8033 
richard@schoelerman.com 
BRE # 01413607     

  Open House | Sat. & Sun. | 1:30 – 4:30 
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Summer Brill, Sales Associate
650.701.3263
summer.brill@dreyfussir.com
BRE 01891857

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com
BRE 01917593

Michael Dreyfus, Broker/CEO
650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com
BRE 01121795

722 Ashby Drive, Palo Alto
Listed at $4,500,000

Our Recent Sales in Palo Alto

1535 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto
Listed at $7,650,000

1436 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,798,000

1125 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
Listed at $5,495,000

1433 Dana Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $3,350,000

784 Palo Alto Avenue, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,195,000

649 Seneca Street, Palo Alto
Listed at $2,995,000

151 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
Represented Buyer

Downtown Palo Alto   
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Sand Hill Road
2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
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I t could be an ominous sign 
that Palo Alto’s first discus-
sion of a broad and ambitious 

traffic-management program 
kicked off with optimistic plau-
dits and ended in legislative grid-
lock Monday night.

Or it could be yet another re-
minder that when it comes to cur-
ing the city’s traffic and parking 
woes, nothing is ever simple or 
straightforward.

The City Council on Monday 
rallied behind a proposal by four 
of its members — Mayor Greg 
Scharff, Vice Mayor Nancy Shep-
herd, Councilwoman Gail Price 
and Councilwoman Liz Kniss 
— to develop a “comprehensive” 
transportation-demand manage-
ment program in the city’s major 
business districts with the goal of 
reducing solo car trips by at least 
30 percent. Then, in a splash of 
cold water, the discussion de-
volved into a squabble over how 
best to launch this program.

After much debate, a motion, 
a substitute motion, an amend-
ment to the original motion and 
an aborted attempt to table the 
discussion, the council finally 
reached a unanimous decision: 
to continue the discussion to an-
other day.

The colleagues memo aims to 
add another program to the city’s 
broad but slow-moving effort to 
solve the problem of too many 
cars, an effort that also includes 
considerations of new garages, 
residential parking-permit pro-
grams and the elimination of 
parking exemptions. 

Their proposal entails hiring a 
consultant to create a “rigorous 
TDM (transportation demand 

management) plan” targeting four 
areas: downtown, the California 
Avenue Business District, Stan-
ford Research Park and the East 
Meadow Circle area, which was 
added to the other three on Mon-
day. After defining the boundary 
for each district, the city and its 
consultant would come up with a 
variety of car-reducing measures 
— including incentives to ride 
public transit, carpool and bike 
— and ways to pay for them.

Shepherd, who recently took a 
trip to the Contra Costa County 
Transit Center (which reduced solo 
car trips by more than 30 percent 
through a TDM program), charac-
terized the proposal as holistic. 

“Rethinking our districts as 
units — as a whole unit — and 
not just demanding that each in-
dividual business come up with a 
plan — that’s the concept here and 
that’s something where we can 
have takeaways from Stanford’s 
Transportation Demand Manage-
ment and many others,” Shepherd 
said, referring to the university’s 
reduction of its car trips by more 
than 30 percent under mandate 
from Santa Clara County.

But how does one begin? There-
in lay the squabble. The four coun-
cil members who signed the memo 
urged their colleagues to hit the 
gas pedal and hire a consultant, 
who would then help the city come 
up with a broad outreach plan to 
the many community stakehold-
ers. Others, including Councilmen 
Larry Klein and Pat Burt, urged 
caution and argued that the city 
should do some community out-
reach before heading into a broad, 

TRANSPORTATION

City’s effort to curb traffic 
hits its first speed bump

Palo Alto council agrees, then splits on how to proceed 
with new transportation-management program

by Gennady Sheyner

A s a city that views itself as 
digital paradise, Palo Alto 
rarely looks to places like 

Louisiana, Kansas and Utah for 
technological guidance.

Yet with its 15-year effort to in-
stall a citywide fiber-optic network 
capable of delivering ultra-high-
speed Internet still near the start-
ing point, City Council members 

and city staff have been racking 
up airline miles in recent months, 
scouring the nation for models that 
Palo Alto can emulate. On Thurs-
day afternoon, they took a step 
that they hope will finally get the 
city closer to its goal by directing 
staff to create a detailed “master 
plan” that would identify exactly 
what the fiber system would look 

like and how it would function.
The aim is clear: to give every 

Palo Alto household broadband 
connectivity at speeds greater than 
100 megabits per second. The ser-
vice would greatly boost custom-
ers’ ability to upload and down-
load videos, take online classes 
and use cloud-based technology. 
The Fiber to the Premise program 
could also allow for medical care 
to be conducted remotely, known 
as telemedicine, said Jim Fleming, 
a manager in the Utilities Depart-

ment who has recently attended 
technology conferences in Kansas 
City and in New York City.

“Every city has challenges and 
everyone is in the process of fig-
uring out what to do,” Fleming 
told the council’s Technology 
and the Connected City Com-
mittee. “Even those communities 
that have built it are realizing that 
the markets are changing and that 
they need to keep up with that. 
You need to have this crystal ball 
to tell you where the market will 

be 10 years from now.”
In lieu of a crystal ball, the 

committee on Thursday settled 
for a road map — a Fiber-to-the-
Premise Master Plan, which is 
scheduled to be completed within 
nine months. The city will also 
develop a “request for proposals” 
for service providers and conduct 
an environmental review for the 
citywide system. 

The four-member committee 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

City Council’s technology committee endorses 
creation of master plans for digital networks

by Gennady Sheyner

F or 15 years, the Barron 
Park donkeys, Perry and 
Miner 49er (aka Niner), 

have lived rent-free in a pasture 
adjacent to Palo Alto’s Bol Park 
and the Matadero Creek Bridge. 
Now, James Witt, the property 
owner, said he will have to 
charge the donkeys rent.

Volunteers who care for the 
donkeys will have to come up 
with at least $3,500 a year — 
and up to as much as $7,000 — 
to foot the bill, according to a 
contract between Witt and the 

donkeys’ owner, the environ-
mental nonprofit Acterra.

Witt said he has shelled out 
more than $100,000 in property 
taxes over the years for the sin-
gle-acre parcel. He approached 
head donkey handler Bob Frost 
early this year to ask the com-
munity to cover the tax bill.

An eight-year agreement was 
reached and includes a provision 
that will allow for two donkeys 
on the property, even if Perry or 
Niner were to die and another 
donkey were brought in.

The changes have some Bar-
ron Park residents concerned 
about the future of the beloved 
donkeys, however.

Donkeys were once a part of 
the landscape in Barron Park, 
where Stanford physicist Corne-
lis Bol had a pasture. After his 
death, some of the land became 
part of the 13-plus-acre Bol Park, 
which was dedicated in 1974. 

Witt purchased his land in 
1998 from Joor Bol, the heir.

Barron Park donkeys’ landowner 
to charge rent

Palo Alto property owner to receive between $3,500 and $7,000 annually
by Sue Dremann

A new, eight-year contract ensures that the owner of the property where the Bol Park donkeys — 
Niner, left, and Perry — live will be reimbursed for the property taxes he pays on the pasture.

COMMUNITY

Palo Alto eyes big plans for citywide WiFi, fiber optics
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town
THE CHECK IS IN ... Palo Alto’s 
rocky road to 21st century libraries 
took a welcome turn this week, 
thanks to the efforts of local 
volunteers. The Palo Alto Library 
Foundation, whose previous 
fundraising efforts helped furnish 
the renovated Downtown Library 
and the hopefully soon-to-be-
completed Mitchell Park Library, 
on Monday submitted its latest gift 
to the city — a $1.2 million check 
to equip the possibly soon-to-be-
renamed Main Library. The money 
will be used to purchase furniture 
and equipment for the Newell Road 
facility, which is being renovated 
and expanded and which is the 
third and final component of the $76 
million library bond Palo Alto voters 
approved in 2008. “We don’t always 
get happy news, but this has been a 
wonderful experience,” said Alison 
Cormack, one of the leaders of the 
fundraising effort. The list of donors 
is an expansive one and includes 
dozens of elected officials, past 
and present, a handful of notable 
locals (Google co-founder Larry 
Page and former 49er quarterback 
Steve Young) and hundreds of 
less-famous bibliophiles. Donations 
ranged from $5 to $1.5 million, the 
latter coming from the the Morgan 
Family Foundation. Susie Thom, 
the foundation’s president and 
campaign co-chair, presented the 
giant check to the City Council 
Monday. The group’s effort, she 
said, received “a broad base of 
support from every corner of the 
community.” The foundation still 
receives six to eight checks a 
month for its campaign, which she 
said will remain open until the end 
of this year. For information, visit 
palf.org.

GOING ON A FOOD TRIP ... This 
is a first: The Four Seasons hotel 
chain is sending a group of its chefs 
and culinary team members on a 
three-state, 18-city food truck tour 
for the next two months, starting in 
East Palo Alto. The FS Taste Truck, 
emblazoned with the Four Seasons 
tree emblem and a large “taste 
by Four Seasons” slogan, kicked 
things off this week at the hotel’s 
University Avenue outpost, where 
Executive Chef Marco Fossati is 
bringing a piece of Northern Italy 
to northern California. Think fresh 
housemade pastas (gnocchi with 
chicken and marsala bolognese; 
bucatini with basil pesto and green 
beans), salad with beef tenderloin, 
a porchetta banh mi sandwich and 

bombolini and Italian-style donuts 
served with a salted caramel sauce. 
“Everything is $8 and yummy!!!” the 
truck’s blackboard menu reads. 
The FS Taste Truck will be in East 
Palo Alto until Sept. 22, after which 
it heads off to San Francisco for a 
week. Each city gets its own menu, 
shaped by local flavor and farmer’s 
market goodies. Hungry fans can 
follow the tour (and eat vicariously) 
from California to Arizona and New 
Mexico via Twitter with the hashtag 
#FSTasteTruck.

FATBERG DEAD AHEAD ...
Oozing with her usual witticisms, 
Debra Katz, City of Palo Alto Utilities 
spokeswoman, recently reminded 
citizens to consider what they put 
down the drain in a post titled
Sewer Wars — The Waste 
Strikes Back. It was a notice that 
putting fat, grease, hair, diapers 
and other items down toilets 
and drains instead of in the trash 
frequently causes sewer backups 
into homes. An example of just 
how sticky that problem can get 
was in the news lately, she pointed 
out. “Please keep this 15-ton 
‘Fatberg’ in mind before dumping 
stuff down your drains,” she wrote, 
referring to a deposit of fat in the 
sewers of London, England, that 
was size of a bus and threatened 
to flood the London borough  of 
Kingsley with sewage. Images of 
the London berg (which are not 
for the easily turned stomach) can 
be found by searching “fatberg” at 
theguardian.co.uk.

TAKEN FOR GRANTED ... 
The East Palo Alto Police 
Department is going to benefit 
big-time from a grant issued by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, but it 
won’t get quite the boost Oakland 
will get. The Community Oriented 
Policing Services program, called 
“COPS” in an overt display of 
acronym reverse-engineering, will 
give the department an infusion 
of $250,000 to go toward hiring 
two new officers. The Department 
of Justice awarded $20 million 
from the program to 39 California 
communities, including Hayward, 
Vallejo and Oakland. The 
Department of Justice selected 
which departments got the grants 
based fiscal need, local crime 
rates and community policing 
plans. The long-struggling Oakland 
Police Department will receive the 
biggest grant of any department 
this year — $4.5 million. 

Everyone hates the Palo Alto process until 
we try to short-circuit the Palo Alto process.

— Marc Berman, Palo Alto City Councilman, 
on whether to immediately hire a consultant to work 
on a transportation plan. See story on page 3.
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Upfront REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

If you have a real estate question or would like a free market analysis for your home,  
please call me at 650-384-5392, Alain Pinel Realtors, or email me at scullen@apr.com.   

For the latest real estate news, follow my blog at www.samiacullen.com 

Reality Check For Buyers
The end of the year is approaching 

fast, and some buyers are still on the 
sidelines wondering if they are better 
off waiting until 2014 to buy. Here 
are some adjustments that buyers may 
need to explore to land a home.

1. Preparation is more impor-
tant than ever. Buyers have to be 
prepared and ready to jump in when 
they find the right house. They need 
to have an intimate knowledge of the 
market where they are considering 
buying so they have the confidence to 
write the offer. They also need to be 
preapproved for a loan.

2. Get a real estate agent that 
is knowledgeable and skilled in 
your market. Make sure that you are 
communicating with your agent on a 
regular basis and let your agent know 
about your deal makers and break-
ers to help you write a winning offer. 
Many buyers rely on the internet for 
sales prices and market information 
which usually lags a month behind 

the reality of the market. 
3. Learn from prior experience 

and from watching the market.  You 
need to be realistic about your wants 
and needs and what you can afford.

4. You can beat the competition 
if you’re smart. Finding your dream 
house may be just a matter of smartly 
identifying the right property hidden 
behind a few small flaws. 

5. Keep an open mind on where 
to buy a home. The low inventory 
does not mean that you cannot find 
the right house. We have many won-
derful communities in our area to 
choose from. The low inventory is 
creating pressure on some neighbor-
hoods more than others. 

6. Time is money. The market ap-
pears to be heading only one way and 
that is up. Buyers are likely better off 
buying this fall than waiting for 2014 in 
the hope that prices will settle down. All 
fundamentals point toward another ro-
bust year with prices increasing further.

A bout 3,000 runners and 
walkers are expected to 
turn out tonight, Sept. 20, 

for the 29th annual Palo Alto 
Weekly Moonlight Run & Walk 
in the Baylands.

Race-night registration for the 
5k walk, 5k run and a 10k run 
will start at 6 p.m. at the Baylands 
Athletic Center, 1900 Geng Road 
(at Embarcadero Road), Palo Alto. 
The fee is $40 per adult; $30 for 
youth; T-shirts will be available 
only while supplies last.

The 5k walk will start at 7 p.m.; 
the 10k run will begin at 8:15 
p.m.; and the 5k run will start at 
8:45 p.m.

Carpooling to the Moonlight Run 
is strongly advised, as there are a re-

cord number of entries this year. 
Parking will be available at sev-

en commercial properties along 
East Bayshore 
and Embarca-
dero: Embar-
cadero Place, 
2225 E. Bay-
shore; Embar-
cadero Busi-
ness Center, 
2479 E. Bay-
shore; Stan-
ford Credit 
Union, 1860 
Embarcadero 
Way; Palo Alto Golf Course, 1875 
Embarcadero;  Merrill Corp., 1731 
Embarcadero; Jones Day, 1755 
Embarcadero; and Sullivan & 

Cromwell, 1870 Embarcadero. 
Parking will be prohibited on 

most of Embarcadero from East 
Bayshore to the Palo Alto Golf 
Course. 

In addition to the races, the 
Moonlight Run & Walk will 
feature music by a DJ, vendor 
booths, a kids’ course, a climb-
ing wall, chiropractic services 
and pre-race warm-ups. 

The proceeds from the event 
benefit the Palo Alto Weekly Hol-
iday Fund, which this year pro-
vided nearly $400,000 in grants 
to local nonprofit organizations 
supporting kids, seniors, families 
and more.

Race results will be posted to-
night at goo.gl/4Vr2qU. 

Moonlight Run to be held 
tonight in the Baylands 

Annual 5k and 10k raises money for local nonprofit organizations
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

P alo Alto officials on Mon-
day both lauded and criti-
cized a new tool for ap-

praising proposed developments 
— an economic analysis intended 
to determine whether the city is 
getting a fair deal when it allows 
developers to exceed zoning limits 
in exchange for public benefits. 

The focus Monday night was 
a proposal by Jay Paul Company 
to construct two four-story office 
towers next to the AOL headquar-
ters at 395 Page Mill and also to 
build the city much-coveted new 
police headquarters.

It didn’t take long for the City 
Council to realize that the indepen-
dent economic analysis was both 
imperfect and insufficient for mak-
ing a decision on the Jay Paul de-
velopment. Most council members 
agreed the deciding factor will not 
be economics but something much 
closer to the hearts of most Palo 
Altans — traffic problems.

At 311,000 square feet, the de-
velopment is the largest in the re-
cent wave of “planned communi-
ty” proposals, which are required 
to offer the public-benefits trade. 
In this case, development would 
be allowed to add the office com-
plex to a site that is already built 
out. In exchange, the new police 
station would be built across the 
street at 3045 Park Blvd.

Several council members lauded 
the “first of its kind” report from 
the firm Applied Development 
Economics as a welcome addition 
to the council’s decision-making 
tool kit. The report estimates Jay 
Paul would get a 17 percent profit 
from the development over a 30-

year period, though this projec-
tion is based on assumptions that 
are far from certain, including a 
low interest rate and a hot real es-
tate market.

But council members also found 
flaws in the appraisal, most notably 
that it included land costs of $33 
million, despite the fact that the 
company already owns the site. 

Some question the report’s as-
sumption that trimming the size 
of the office development would 
force Jay Paul to significantly 
shrink the public benefit in order 
to still realize a reasonable return 
on investment. 

Everyone agreed that the real 
conversation will begin only af-
ter the traffic-impact analysis for 
the development is released early 
next year.

Councilman Pat Burt was the 
lead skeptic Monday, taking aim 
at both the economic report and 
the city’s process for reviewing 
the Jay Paul proposal. The former 
planning commissioner said he 
was “baffled” by the consultant’s 
decision to include the cost of land 
in the analysis.

Burt also rejected the report’s 
finding that cutting the new de-
velopment’s size by half would 
make it financially impossible for 
the developer to offer the police 
building. He challenged the idea 
that a developer who constructs 
150,000 square feet of prime of-
fice space in Palo Alto would not 
be able to afford public benefits. 

“We’ve done this for years for 
developers of all kinds of projects 
for Palo Alto,” Burt said. “We 
know there’s big dollars left over 

for public benefits for projects 
well smaller than this.”

Burt also voiced broader con-
cerns about the city’s process for 
reaching a decision on the Jay 
Paul project. Getting a new po-
lice building, Burt said, remains 
“an extremely high priority for 
the city,” but the city’s process for 
reaching this priority is backwards. 
He argued that the “planned com-
munity” zoning was traditionally 
used to encourage projects that 
have “intrinsic” benefits but that 
cannot be accommodated under 
existing zoning. The public ben-
efits are amenities that go beyond 
these intrinsic benefits.

The zone change, he said, 
should not be a basis to “throw 
out zoning entirely” and allow 
something that’s twice the size 
of what’s allowed. The Jay Paul 
proposal, he said, “is not even in 
the ballpark for what the PCs have 
been about in our community, at 
least for the past 40 years.”

He lobbied for the council to re-
visit the project after the economic 
analysis is updated, the traffic study 
is complete, the council gets a draft 
concept plan for California Avenue 
(which includes the Jay Paul site) 
and staff holds outreach meetings 
with the community. The primary 
question should be: What develop-
ment is appropriate for the site?

“We need a time-out on this 
process so that we’re making deci-
sions on what we think is the right 
design for this area,” Burt said.

Right now, he said, the city isn’t 
having that kind of a discussion.

LAND USE

Developer’s offer of police HQ 
might not trump traffic woes
City officials welcome new economic analysis but say traffic 

will be key to approval of Page Mill project
by Gennady Sheyner

)
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Upfront

W hen students at Palo Alto 
High School unfurled a 
huge, sky-facing Ameri-

can flag on the field before last 
Friday’s football game, a drone 
— operated by student journal-
ists at a baseball field nearby — 
hovered above.

The 76-second “video exclu-
sive” aerial view of the flag un-
furling, captured by the drone’s 
camera and posted on the student 
website Paly Voice, was a first, 
as local students explore the new 
frontier of “drone journalism.”

Paly obtained its first battery-
operated, remote-control drone, 
resembling a large four-winged 
insect spanning 18 inches, about 
a year ago. Journalism teacher 
Paul Kandell happened to notice 
it in an airport Brookstone store 
and was struck by the $300 price, 
which, he thought, “was within 
striking distance for a student 
publication.”

He’d read a bit about emerging 
non-military uses of drones and 
wanted to explore the technology 
with his students. 

When he introduced the drone 
to his Paly journalism class, Kan-

dell said: “My students found the 
idea very compelling — it had a 
lot of instant ‘boy appeal.’”

Class members researched the 
military and non-military his-
tory of drones, including safety, 
privacy and legal concerns, pre-
senting their findings at a spring 
student journalism conference in 
San Francisco and again over the 
summer to students participating 
in a journalism camp at Stan-
ford, where Kandell was a faculty 
member.

Students experimented with the 
drone over Lake Lagunita, in an 
empty theater at Paly and in some 
outdoor spaces on campus. But the 
drones — a second one was added 
last spring (a $700 Phantom that has 
a range of 1,000 feet) — “were of-
ten in disrepair so we haven’t always 
been able to achieve the plans we’ve 
come up with,” Kandell said.

Last Friday night, things 
worked out.

Paly Voice staffers Christopher 
Hinstorff, Max Bernstein and Ed 
Mei gathered on the baseball field 
with the Phantom drone. 

A fourth student journalist, 
Jared Schwartz, stationed himself 

with the stars and stripes on the 
football field, waiting to signal his 
colleagues to launch the drone at 
just the right moment.

With only 10 minutes of bat-
tery life, it couldn’t be set aloft 
too soon.

After one false start — which 
required Mei to hurriedly re-
charge the drone batteries from an 
outlet in the baseball dugout — 
they launched the drone straight 
up over the empty baseball field, 
its camera angled toward the foot-
ball stadium.

The crew on the baseball field 
kept the drone in view at all times. 
From the football field, Schwartz 
said, he could see the drone, but 
just barely.

“I was kind of looking for it so I 
saw it, but no one would have no-
ticed it if they hadn’t been looking 
for it,” he said.

When Schwartz gave a second 
signal, Hinstorff eased the drone 
back down to the baseball field 
and ran it back to the classroom.

“We didn’t know we got the per-
fect shot until we brought it down 
and came back to the Voice room, 
plugged it into the computer and 

looked at it,” he said.
“And then we saw we got the 

flag.” Even if it was slightly wob-
bly.

Kandell said he enjoys “bringing 
Silicon Valley into my classroom, 
getting my students to push the en-
velope with new technology.

“I think a lot of students real-
ize it’s a piece of the future they 
can connect with here,” he said. 
“Their future careers could be be-
ing built right now.

“There was a lot of skepticism 
— people said, ‘We’re going to buy 
that? And do what?’ — even until 
last weekend. But after that (flag) 
shot, a lot of people said: ‘Oh, I see 

it now. That was worth it.’” 
What’s next for the drones?  

Students have pondered various 
possibilities, Kandell said.

“You could fly it up and in-
terview somebody sticking their 
head out of the second floor of the 
Tower Building, if you had them 
on the phone, so we’ve toyed with 
ideas like that.

“Or for a story about the tower 
itself — you could get images of it 
people have not had before.

“This has helped students imag-
ine things in a new way.” 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick 
can be emailed at ckenrick@
paweekly.com.

EDUCATION

At Paly football opener, students 
experiment with ‘drone journalism’
Camera launched by teens captures aerial footage of U.S. flag unfurling

by Chris Kenrick

Palo Alto High School journalists Christopher Hinstorff, left, 
Ed Mei, Jared Schwartz and Max Bernstein display a drone they 
launched last Friday to capture aerial video footage of the unfurling 
of the American flag on the school’s football field. 

A plan to add trails that would 
connect to the famed “Stan-
ford Dish” hill is much im-

proved since last spring, but there 
are still serious problems with 
roadside parking along Stanford 
Avenue, residents told Stanford 
University officials Sept. 12. 

Under the proposal, expanded 
bike/pedestrian paths would be 
built along Junipero Serra Bou-
levard (which borders the Dish 
hill), Stanford Avenue and El 
Camino Real.

But to build the Stanford Ave-
nue segment of the trail, 33 of the 
existing 60 parking spaces along 
the road would be relocated about 
a half-mile south to Coyote Hill 
Road, which intersects Page Mill. 
Twenty-seven parking spaces 
would remain. 

A number of residents at the 
Nixon Elementary School meet-
ing commended Stanford and its 
planning consultants for making 
substantial improvements to an 
initial plan that had been outlined 
at a meeting last May and had 
elicited strong criticism. 

“Everyone knows parking is 

a mess,” resident Craig Mallery 
said, adding that removing only 
33 spaces “in a situation already 
in crisis” won’t be much help. 
Another speaker said splitting 
the parking may even make the 
situation worse, as people look 
unsuccessfully for a space before 
heading for Coyote Hill. 

“I understand about people 
not wanting to walk to their 
walk,” resident James Sweeney 
commented dryly on the irony. 
He received applause from the 
crowd of about 70 people when 
he suggested that parking be pro-
vided at a northerly gate to the 
Dish hill, near Gerona Road, to 
relieve pressure on the Stanford 
Avenue gate. 

Some asked that parking be 
removed entirely from Stanford 
Avenue due to hazards caused 
by people making U-turns on 
Stanford Avenue in their search 
for a parking space and some-
times coming to a full halt while 
waiting for someone to pull out 
of a space. 

Stanford’s trails project stems 
from a requirement by Santa 

Clara County that the university 
provide a trails connection to the 
foothills from the flatlands. It was 
part of the county’s approval of a 
General Use Permit in 2000 that 
allowed Stanford to add about 3 
million square feet of academic 
and housing construction on its 
sprawling campus. 

But the main southern trail 
winds along Page Mill Road and 
cuts over a horse pasture area west 
of Deer Creek Road and south of 
Page Mill — not easily accessible 
to people coming from Palo Alto 
and Stanford. 

A northern trail connection 
was shelved after the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors 
twice declined a major Stanford 
offer to pay for significant changes 
to Alpine Road to accommodate a 
paved trail along the road rather 
than across Stanford land. 

The four-mile Dish has long 
been a popular — some would 
say too popular — trail for those 
seeking an open-space running 
and walking loop. In the late 
1990s Stanford erected a chain-
link fence around the hill between 

Page Mill Road to the south and 
Alpine Road to the north and re-
stricted access to daytime hours 
through guarded gates. 

The university cited erosion 
concerns from use of unpaved 
trails and created the wide paved 
trail, used mostly by walkers and 
joggers. 

Stanford representative Larry 
Horton said at the end of the 
Sept. 12 session that a transcript 
of the comments will be made, 

as has been done for the meeting 
last May, and that Stanford will 
analyze every comment before 
submitting an application to San-
ta Clara County. The county will 
then hold public hearings. 

He said people can make ad-
ditional comments by emailing 
communityrelations@Stanford.
edu. 

Editor Emeritus Jay Thor-
waldson can be emailed at jay-
thor@well.com.

PARKING

‘Stanford Dish’ parking plan is better 
but still has problems, residents say

New paths leading to Dish would prompt removal  
of some parking along Stanford Avenue

by Jay Thorwaldson

New trail connection

Proposed Stanford Dish trail parking
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A new expanded bike/pedestrian path, connecting the entrance 
to the Dish trail to El Camino Real via Junipero Serra Boulevard 
and Stanford Avenue, calls for removing 33 parking spaces from 
Stanford Avenue and providing parking on Coyote Hill Road.
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Upfront

I f the city budget is a reflec-
tion of community values, it’s 
safe to say Palo Alto residents 

have a particular fondness for 
animals, community theater and 
nature hikes.

Financially speaking, however, 
park maintenance, Children’s The-
atre programs and animal services 
are a raw deal. They are on the 
low end of the city’s “cost recov-
ery” scale, which weighs the costs 
of providing services against the 
fees the city charges. According to 
a new study from the firm MGT, 
commissioned by the city, these 
services have plenty of company. 
The Community Services Depart-
ment’s recreation programs for 
teens recovered only 30 percent of 
their costs in 2012. Special events 
like the popular Summer Concert 
series recovered just 14 percent. 
Exhibits at the Junior Museum and 
Zoo recovered just 2 percent.

In many cases, the city isn’t 
looking for full cost recovery. 
According to an annual City Au-
ditor’s Office report, Palo Altans 
consistently give rave reviews to 
the city’s recreational offerings, 
public subsidies or not. And a 
recent effort by the City Council 
to save money by outsourcing the 
city’s animal-services operation 
ultimately fizzled because of com-
munity resistance. Clearly, many 
think the money is well spent.

Still, city leaders feel they can 
do better when it comes to cost 
recovery, which totals $10.7 mil-
lion and does not include those 
fees associated with planning and 
development. On Tuesday evening, 
the City Council’s Finance Com-
mittee discussed the MGT report 
and directed staff to draft a “fee 
recovery policy” that the council 
will ultimately consider and pos-
sibly adopt. The policy will at-
tempt to address which services 
should strive to achieve “high cost 
recovery” (between 70 percent and 
100 percent of the cost of service), 
which should aim for “medium” 
(30.1 percent to 70 percent) and 
which should remain “low” (0 to 
30 percent). Once that policy is in 
place, the council plans to overhaul 
the municipal fee schedule for con-
sistency with the new policy.

In some instances, the “low” 
cost recovery is easy to justify. 
Walter Rossmann, director of the 
city’s Office of Management and 
Budget, used the extreme example 
of police calls. If the city were to 
start charging for police calls, a 
resident might be less likely to re-
port the burglary across the street. 
Similarly, if the city were to sig-
nificantly raise prices for fire in-
spections (the Fire Department’s 
total cost recovery is 57 percent), 
it could deter some building own-
ers from taking all the necessary 
fire-prevention measures, which 

could endanger both that building 
and neighboring properties and 
increase the need for future Fire 
Department responses.

Councilman Greg Schmid won-
dered Tuesday if raising the costs of 
approving building updates would 
“discourage updates in buildings 
that we want to encourage.” He 
noted that the $300 fee the city 
currently charges for installation of 
automatic fire sprinklers achieves a 
27 percent cost recovery. To reach 
100 percent, the fee would need to 
be raised to $1,108.

“In these cases why should the 
goal be 100 percent?” Schmid 
asked.

For many services, it won’t be. 
There is a reason why most de-
partments are now at a “medium” 
level when it comes to cost re-
covery, according to Rossmann. 
Still, the new study suggests that 
the city can do a lot better when it 
comes to recouping costs. Ross-
mann said cost recovery shouldn’t 
always be “full” but should in 
most cases be in the “high” range. 
In cases where fees would have to 
be raised substantially, these ad-
justments would be raised gradu-
ally, over a number of years.

The study looked at 650 differ-
ent fees, excluding the development 
and planning fees, and found that 
the city has recovered about 35 per-
cent of its service costs. The Gen-
eral Fund subsidized the other 65 
percent, which came out to roughly 
$20 million. Some services, like 
the Palo Alto Municipal Golf 
Course, generally recoup all their 
costs through fees. Another 34 fees 
generated a cost recovery greater 
than 100 percent, suggesting that a 
reduction might be in order.

The city’s attempt to create its 
first “cost recovery policy” isn’t ex-
actly stirring the populace yet, but 
it might cause some local angst next 
summer, when the city adopts its 
next Municipal Fee Schedule. The 
study recommends raising the city’s 
overall cost-recovery level from 35 
percent to 38 percent, which would 
mean the city’s fee revenues would 
go up from $10.7 million to $11.8 
million. Whether or not this effort 
will cause a stir will depend on 
which fees the council ultimately 
decides to raise, a decision that will 
occupy the Finance Committee and 
the full council in the first half of 
next year.

Councilman Pat Burt, who 
chairs the committee, stressed 
the importance of the “cost of ser-
vice” study and the need to care-
fully think through the report’s 
implications before proceeding 
with changes.

Burt rejected staff’s initial rec-
ommendation to bring the new pol-
icy for cost recovery directly to the 
council and lobbied successfully to 
have the Finance Committee hold 

another meeting on the new study. 
Burt said he was worried that the 
city is “rushing through something 
of a greater concern to the commu-
nity and to us as council members 
than may be perceived.”

The council, he said, will have 
to think about ways to make the 
needed changes while remaining 
sensitive to community values. He 
voiced concerns about the coun-
cil “being lulled into thinking that 
this will go over easy.” The fees in 
the schedule would affect many 
different constituencies, from ani-
mal lovers to theater goers. Burt 
warned that there is an “underes-
timation about how this will be 
received in the community.” 

CITY BUDGET

Palo Alto seeks to recoup more  
of the costs of its programs

Study shows fees net just 35 percent of what it costs city to mount services
by Gennady Sheyner

It’s my job to show you the options to consider 
when it comes to insuring your assets.

Serving the community for over 24 years!

CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313 • cporter2@farmersagent.com
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C ity of Palo Alto officials 
are looking into starting a 
year-round children’s rec-

reational swim league at Rincon-
ada Pool. The idea comes after a 
number of parents requested the 
more-inclusive league during the 
school year.

The Palo Alto Swim Club cur-
rently leases the pool during after-
school hours, but it has a stringent 
program for competitive swim-
mers, a group of parents said. 
That means some kids are being 
left out, they said.

The swim club uses the pool off 
Embarcadero Road from mid-af-
ternoon to about 8 p.m., according 
to the city’s pool schedule. 

Lacee Kortsen, the city commu-
nity services manager, said she sup-
ports having a recreational league. 

“I was a year-round swimmer, 
so I understand. We feel there 
should be a program for novice 
swimmers,” she said.

The city and the club, which is 
part of Palo Alto Stanford Aquat-
ics (PASA), have had a contract 
for many years, she said. The 
club teaches children competitive 
swimming, and children partici-
pate in swim meets.

Rinconada Pool offers recre-
ational swimming during the late 
summer and daily lap swimming 
year-round. The lap swim is open 
to all ages but does not involve in-
struction, Kortsen said.

Finding a recreational swim 
league is not easy, parents say.

“I’ve been trying to get my kids 
to be able to swim year-round for 
years,” said Jessica Galbraith, 
who approached Kortsen about 
the issue Sept. 12.

“It is hard to find a place. The 
Jewish Community Center swim 
program is packed. They are 

booked for six months and are 
not taking anyone for the waiting 
list. My kids made it onto the rec-
reational team at Stanford, but it 
was full. We went to put our name 
in at the Eichler Swim Club, but 
we were told there is a three-year 
waiting list,” she said.

With seven children, ages 3 
months to 11 years old, Galbraith 
said she is too stretched for time 
to drive her children to Menlo 
Park’s Burgess Park Pool, which 
is the only other alternative. So 
her kids just don’t swim dur-
ing the school year. But having 
a swim program at Rinconada 
year-round would serve Palo 
Alto families well, and it would 
cut down on traffic, she said.

“Our kids could get on their 
bikes, and I could load up the 
stroller and walk there,” she said.

Parent Rohini Chakravarthy has 
been gathering support for the year-
round swim league, emailing her 
neighbors to ask if anyone else was 
in the same situation. Parents of 20 

children responded, she said.
“Our 10-year-old loves to swim, 

swims three times a week, has 
compliant technique on all four 
strokes and has some experience 
with meets. I would imagine that 
with that level of commitment, we 
would have a local swim program 
that builds on his enthusiasm. But 
he tried out for PASA last year and 
this year and didn’t get in either time 
because he was not fast enough.

“The key is that PASA is solely 
focused on training for competi-
tion, not competence. The week-
end recreational hours are not 
enough for non-PASA kids to 
train and grow. The Mavericks 
team at Burgess has worked well 
for him — has met him at his level 
and helped him grow.”

But “it adds two hours of driv-
ing every week on city streets — 
or over 200 car trips a year that 
could instead have been bike trips 
to Rinconada,” she stated in an 
email to the Weekly.

Tony Batis, Palo Alto Swim 

Club head coach, said the club 
would accommodate recreational 
swimmers if the space were avail-
able. The club has more than 300 
year-round members ages 5 to 18. 
They use 14 lanes each day, with 
as many as 10 kids in each lane, 
he said.

Demand increased after the 
2012 Summer Olympics, when 
many kids were inspired to be-
come the next Michael Phelps or 
Ryan Lochte, he said.

The club rents space at Jordan 
Middle School in the fall and 
at Palo Alto High School in the 
winter to meet the demand. Palo 
Alto residents make up 85 to 90 
percent of the club. 

“We’re bursting at the seams 
and can’t take in a lot of (addi-
tional) kids,” he said. 

Other swim clubs are facing the 
same challenges, he added.

Kortsen and Batis plan to meet 
to discuss adding a recreational 
league. If the club is not inter-
ested, the city might approach the 
Rinconada Masters Swim Club, 
Korsten said. The Masters is cur-
rently comprised of adult swim-
mers, but coach Carol Macpher-
son said she holds summer swim 
classes for kids in Redwood City 
and would be interested in teach-
ing kids in a recreational league. 
She also knows of two other 
coaches, she said.

“But the most important thing is: 
Do they have the room?” she said.

Kortsen said she is committed 
to developing the program, but it 
could take some time to arrange 
for facility availability, staffing, 
budget, safety and other consid-
erations. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

A group of Crescent Park 
neighborhood weed war-
riors are now armed with 

an $80,000 Santa Clara Valley 
Water District grant and help 
from Palo Alto environmental 
nonprofit Acterra to fight inva-
sive plants along San Francis-
quito Creek.

The two groups plan to add 
native plants to the creek bank 
between Chaucer Street and 

Middlefield Road, even as they 
remove the mounds of non-na-
tive ivy.

At a meeting at Hopkins Park 
last week, Claire Elliott, Acterra 
senior ecologist, held up leaves 
she collected along the creek 
bank. Something from nearly 
every continent was represent-
ed there: Algerian ivy; French 
broom; and Tree of Heaven, a 
plant native to China. 

It is far from heavenly, she said. 
A fast-growing tree and prolific 
seed bearer, the trees form dense 
thickets that prevent other plants 
from establishing nearby. And the 
extensive root systems can dam-
age sewers and foundations.

“Why do we care about the eco-
system? Studies show that when 
we bring native plants back into 
an area, the biodiversity goes up,” 
Elliott said.

Some imported species are 
good, she pointed out. Honey-
bees come from Italy and pol-
linate many food crops. But 
tiny native bees and wasps do 
an amazing job of pollinating 
crops, she said. Planting native 
manzanita bushes can attract the 
bees, which in turn can pollinate 
blueberry plants, which have the 

CRESCENT PARK

Residents, environmental group to restore native creek habitat
San Francisquito Creek project receives $80,000 from water district

by Sue Dremann

Neighborhoods
A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

 

Palo Alto may develop year-round recreational swim program
Competitive leagues are leaving out kids who simply enjoy swimming, parents say

by Sue Dremann

Swimmers ages 11-12 in the Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics (PASA) 
swim club do warmup laps at Rinconada Pool on Sept. 18.

Upfront

SHAKE N’ QUAKE ... Palo Alto will 
host its annual Quakeville event 
on Saturday, Sept. 21. The annual 
neighborhoods drill is designed to 
help residents and emergency vol-
unteers prepare for the Big One. 
This year’s event will consist of a 
safety fair at Cubberley Commu-
nity Center from 1 to 4 p.m. The 
Red Cross Silicon Valley Chapter 
will host emergency-shelter work-
shops, and Carnegie Mellon Sili-
con Valley Disaster Management’s 
Survivable Social Network project 
will present demonstrations. The 
Palo Alto police and fire depart-
ments, animal services and more 
will be there. But the annual camp 
out under the stars has been can-
celed, organizers said.

REPAIRING TO THE CAFE ... 
Broken toasters, frayed cords and 
other damaged goods can get a 
new life at the Repair Cafe this 
Sunday, Sept. 22. Volunteers help 
repair the items that people bring 
in and thereby help keep old items 
out of the landfill, organizers said. 
The event will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Museum of Ameri-
can Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., 
Palo Alto.

HARVEST TIME ... Family fun and 
plenty of good eating will take 
place at the 47th Annual Harvest 
Festival in Midtown Palo Alto on 
Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
event organizers say. The free fes-
tival, which will be held at the Palo 
Alto Friends Meeting, 957 Colo-
rado Ave., will feature live music, 
food, a huge used-book sale and 
a large rummage sale.

MATH WIZARDS ... Two enterpris-
ing fifth-graders, Kiran Garewal 
and Avery Coleman, have started 
a math-tutoring class for first- and 
second-graders. A free demon-
stration class will take place in 
Mountain View on Saturday, Sept. 
28, from 4 to 4:45 p.m. The class 
will start with a math game, then 
students will work on a challeng-
ing problem related to the game. 
Finally, kids will go to a nearby 
park to play. An adult will be pres-
ent. Classes, $5 each, occur at 
the teachers’ homes in Midtown 
Palo Alto and Mountain View. More 
information and registration are 
available by contacting Kiran at 
kngarewal@hotmail.com or Avery 
at monsoonrain911@gmail.com, or 
by calling 650-566-1607. 

Send announcements of 
neighborhood events, meetings 
and news to Sue Dremann, 
Neighborhoods editor, at 
sdremann@paweekly.com. Or 
talk about your neighborhood 
news on Town Square at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com.

RECREATION
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same flower structure as manza-
nitas, she said.

Elliott held up a few native 
plants. Some of the leaves were 
pocked with holes and crescents. 
The holes represent an important 
part of a healthy ecosystem. In-
sects feed on the leaves, and in 
turn provide needed protein for 
baby birds. But people like to 
cultivate non-native plants ex-
actly because they are unpalat-
able to insects and animals.

“If we have a whole city of un-
munchable plants, we won’t have 
the baby birds that rely on the in-
sects,” she said.

Former Palo Alto Mayor Peter 
Drekmeier, a Crescent Park resi-
dent, has spearheaded the neigh-
borhood group, which has cleared 
out mounds of ivy and planted 
native shrubs and trees, such as 
elderberry and coast live oak.

Dave Warner, whose home 
faces the creek, has avidly wa-
tered the saplings for more than 
a year, he said. Walking along 
winding Palo Alto Avenue last 
week, he spoke enthusiastically 
about his new, natural discover-
ies since a crew of 20 removed 
ivy along a roughly 50-foot 
stretch of bank. This spring, 
dozens of new plant species 
popped from the soil, he said.

The ivy clearing was aided by 
last year’s Christmas Eve storm, 
which sent a torrent of water 
down the creek. When the water 
subsided, it deposited four inches 
of silt in the cleared area.

“There were all kinds of flow-
ers — little tiny purple ones,” he 
said.

Other neighbors have been 
more cautious about the creek 
restoration project.

“The preference of some people 
is for green rather than transition-
al brown,” said Bonnie Luntz, 
whose home faces one of the 
restoration areas. She’s asked the 
group to remove invasive plants 
in small patches and fill in with 
more native plants to maintain a 
continuity of greenery.

Junko Bryant, Acterra’s water-
shed program coordinator, said 
the organization has already or-
dered 1,500 plants to restore bare 
areas. Native elderberry and Cal-
ifornia holly-leaved cherry could 
attract the little native gray fox 
where ivy once attracted Norway 
rats and vines strangled whole 
oak trees, she said. Acterra will 
supply a crew to water plants 
while they become established, 
she said.

This isn’t the first time that 
environmentalists have sought 
to restore the creek banks. In the 
1990s, Bay Area Action (now Ac-
terra) filled 11 dump trucks with 
garbage taken from the creek, 
recalled Jerry Hearn. He was in-
volved in a native-plant project 
near the pedestrian bridge at El 
Camino Park.

“Fifteen years ago, it was a 
moonscape. We redid the bank, and 
it’s a beautiful park,” he said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop includes 
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration 
of the classes.* Regular cost is just $160 for nine 
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.

*“Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday night for nine weeks 
beginning September 30th. Students are encouraged to bring their 
own guitar, but both nylon-string and steel-string loaner guitars are 
available.

Other classes at more advanced levels are also offered. 
A full brochure is available at Gryphon.

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

Learn the Guitar this Fall

www.gryphonstrings.com

650 493 2131

Palo Alto Dental Center 
is a cosmetic and Family 
dental clinic off ering a 
wide range of services 
from general dental 
care to full mouth 
reconstruction
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New Patient Special

$59.99 
includes exam, 

digital x-ray & cleaning
Reg. Value $285

3505 Alma St., Palo Alto
(650) 494-1122  |  www.paloaltodentalcenter.com
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Anonymous Foundation

El Camino Hospital

Laurie T. Jarrett

Chris Kenrick

Carol and Mike Shealy

Anonymous

all proceeds benefit Abilities United

       www.AbilitiesUnited.org

AUTHORS LUNCHEON

see and meet these acclaimed authors

Books Inc.

Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel

Prodigy Press

Friends of Abilities United

Ladera Travel

for information call 650-618-3330

Digital publisher Issuu moves to Palo Alto
Danish digital publisher Issuu announced today, Sept. 16, that it 

would open offices in downtown Palo Alto to focus on growth in 
Silicon Valley. (Posted Sept. 16, 2:55 p.m.)

Explosion causes late-night ruckus
Police say a loud boom that set off car alarms and awoke resi-

dents on the night of Aug. 28 was the result of a propane tank that 
they believe was purposefully ignited near the Greer skateboard 
park. (Posted Sept. 16, 11:55 a.m.)

Palo Alto appoints acting city auditor
Palo Alto has appointed senior auditor Houman Boussina to 

head the City Auditor’s Office while officials are looking for a 
permanent replacement for departing Jim Pelletier. (Posted Sept. 
16, 11:52 a.m.)

National Merit Corp. names semifinalists
The National Merit Scholarship Corp. named 49 students from 

Gunn High School and 31 students from Palo Alto High School 
as semifinalists in its annual competition, placing them among 
16,000 highest-scoring students nationwide — roughly the top 
1 percent — on the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test. (Posted 
Sept. 13, 4:16 p.m.)

Climate-change strategist to head Acterra
Adam Stern, a San Francisco Department of the Environment 

climate-change strategist, has been chosen as the new executive 
director of Palo Alto’s Acterra. He succeeds retired director Mi-
chael Closson, who left the nonprofit environmental organization 
in August after 10 years. (Posted Sept. 13, 11:01 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online 
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news or click on “News” in the left, green column.



Page 12

Upfront

Auto Loans
Financing up to 
100% with terms 
up to 7 years

F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E ,  N E W  &  U S E D  

*YOUR ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) MAY BE HIGHER BASED ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. THE RATES SHOWN INCLUDE A 0.25% DISCOUNT WITH AUTOMATIC TRANSFER, AND A 0.50% DISCOUNT WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT. ADDITIONAL 0.20% RATE 
DISCOUNT FOR AUTO LOAN AMOUNTS $30,000 OR OVER THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2013 (DOES NOT APPLY TO EXISTING STAR ONE AUTO LOANS). THE RANGE OF APRS IS 1.95% TO 8.45% WITH DISCOUNTS FOR LOANS $30,000 AND UNDER; AND 1.75% 
TO 8.25% WITH DISCOUNTS FOR LOANS OVER $30,000. A SAMPLE PAYMENT ON AN 84-MONTH LOAN AT 1.95% APR IS $12.75 PER $1,000. A SAMPLE PAYMENT ON AN 84-MONTH LOAN AT 1.75% APR IS $12.66 PER $1,000. RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE. †A $75 FEE WILL BE ASSESSED TO REFINANCE OR MODIFY A STAR ONE AUTO LOAN.

Auto loans less   

than $30,000 as   
low as 1.95% APR*†

AS LOW AS$30,000 & OVER

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to dis-
cuss the status of its labor negotiations with the Service Employees Inter-
national Union, Local 521. The council plans to discuss colleagues mem-
os relating to promoting electric vehicles and revising the building code to 
deter stalled construction; and the city’s response to a Grand Jury report 
on public-complaint procedures relating to law enforcement. The closed 
session will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 23. Regular meeting will fol-
low in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL APPOINTED OFFICERS COMMITTEE ... The committee plans 
to meet in a closed session to discuss the status of labor negotiations 
with City Clerk Donna Grider and City Attorney Molly Stump. The meeting 
will begin at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hear a report on official 2013-
14 enrollment, a report on student assessments and a presentation 
on school district initiatives in communication. The meeting will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, on the boardroom of school district 
headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to 
see a presentation from Friends of Palo Alto Parks and discuss the “cost 
of services” study. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 
24, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 
plans to discuss the revised Environmental Impact Report for Edgewood 
Plaza, 2080 Channing Ave. The commission also plans to consider revi-
sions to the zoning code to eliminate policies that grant parking exemp-
tions. These include a policy that grants parking exemptions through 
“transfer of development rights” and that grants exemptions for “on-site 
use of Historic and Seismic Bonus.” Another revision would clarify that 
exemptions to “grandfathered” uses would not apply to facilities that 
have been replaced. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

“We’re reacting to a developer 
who comes forward and offers us 
a huge gift horse, and everything 
else is a reaction to the gift horse,” 
Burt said. “That’s not what the 
community wants.”

Councilwoman Karen Holman, 
also a former planning com-
missioner, agreed the process is 
“backwards” and argued that by 
approving projects like Jay Paul’s 
on a “piecemeal” basis, the coun-
cil is effectively precluding devel-
opment of the community’s soon-
to-be-adopted vision.

“We’re eliminating what that 
vision might be or might become 
because we’re doing this project 
by project,” Holman said.

Even so, most council members 
found some value in the debate 
over Jay Paul’s economics. 

Councilwoman Gail Price 
called the economic analysis a 
useful and important exercise as 
the city tries to find the balance 
between development bonuses 
and community benefits. Vice 
Mayor Nancy Shepherd called the 
report “exactly what we should be 
doing so that we don’t have to jus-
tify something that is very quan-
tifiable and qualifiable.”

In this case, the stakes are 
particularly high. The proposed 
buildings would have more square 
feet of office space between them 

than the entire downtown has seen 
in the past three decades, and they 
would stand a short stroll from the 
city’s most congested intersection: 
El Camino Real and Page Mill 
Road. It doesn’t help that the city 
is now weighing another planned-
community-zone proposal that 
would enable a four-story office 
building at the intersection.

The proposed benefit is also 
unprecedented. The police build-
ing, valued at close to $50 million, 
is the council’s top infrastructure 
priority, one that the city has been 
grasping for but failing to reach for 
more than a decade. For this rea-
son, Shepherd argued Monday, the 
Jay Paul project should be taken 
very seriously, despite the glaring 
unknowns involving traffic.

Shepherd said she is concerned 
that in her four years on the coun-
cil, the city hasn’t made any prog-
ress on the new police building. A 
bond that would fund the police 
building would require support 
from two-thirds of the voters, a 
high threshold that she said would 
be difficult to reach. Recent sur-
veys commissioned by the city 
showed about 60 percent of the 
voters expressing support for a 
new police headquarters.

“That is driving me to take this 
project very seriously, until public 
opinions can change,” Shepherd 
said. “Based on the information 
we have from polling, we’re not 
sure (they) changed enough. We 
know we have a 50 percent ma-

jority to go forward. We need a 
supermajority.”

Berman, who had served on 
the citizens Infrastructure Blue 
Ribbon Commission before join-
ing the council, agreed the police 
building is a top priority, though 
he was a bit hesitant to look to Jay 
Paul for answers. The council’s 
Infrastructure Committee, which 
includes Berman, Shepherd, May-
or Greg Scharff and Councilman 
Larry Klein, is now considering a 
variety of possible measures, in-
cluding raising the hotel-tax rate, 
to fund the police headquarters.

“I’m ... 100 percent confident 
that we can build a new public-
safety building without this proj-
ect,” Berman said. 

For Klein, much like for most 
of the council and for the hand-
ful of residents who addressed the 
council Monday night, traffic was 
the paramount concern. Staff was 
scheduled to present on Monday 
a preliminary look at the project’s 
traffic impacts, but that presenta-
tion was deferred until early 2014 
because of staff’s concern with the 
assumptions on which the traffic re-
port was to be based. Klein said he 
was concerned that evaluating the 
project’s economics before getting 
a look at traffic is out of order.

“To me, the traffic study is a 
determining factor,” Klein said. 
“We don’t even get to a discus-
sion of public benefits in my view 
until we decide that the traffic is 
something we can handle.” 

Jay Paul
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BEST AUTO CARE

Larry’s AutoWorks
2526 Leghorn St., Mountain View

650.968.5202
autoworks.com

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

Health Logic
633 Menlo Ave., Menlo Park

650.853.1800
healthlogicllc.com

BEST DAY SPA/MASSAGE

Watercourse Way
165 Channing Ave., Palo Alto

650.462.2000
watercourseway.com

BEST DENTIST

Palo Alto Dental  
Group

511 Byron St., Palo Alto
650.323.1381

paloaltodentalgroup.com

BEST HAIR SALON 
HALL OF FAME:  

BEST MEN’S HAIRCUT

Hair International
232 Stanford Shopping Center

Palo Alto
650.324.2007
hairintl.com

BEST HOTEL

Garden Court Hotel
520 Cowper St., Palo Alto

650.322.9000
gardencourt.com

BEST ORTHODONTICS

Mid-Peninsula  
Orthodontics

965 High St., Palo Alto
650.328.1600
orthoquo.com

BEST TRAVEL AGENCY

AAA 
430 Forest Ave., Palo Alto

650.798.3200
aaa.com

BEST VETERINARIAN

Mid-Peninsula Animal 
Hospital

1125 Merrill St., Menlo Park
650.325.5671
midpen.com

BEST BOOKSTORE

Books Inc.
Town & Country Village

855 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto

650.321.0600
booksinc.com

BEST BOUTIQUE/ 
BEST JEWELERY STORE/ 

BEST GIFT SHOP

Shady Lane
441 University Ave., Palo Alto

650.321.1900
shadylanegallery.com

BEST FRAME SHOP

University Art
267 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.3500
universityart.com

BEST GROCERY STORE

Whole Foods Market
774 Emerson St., Palo Alto

650.326.8676
wholefoodsmarket.com

BEST CHINESE RESTAURANT

Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos

650.948.2696
chefchu.com

BEST LATIN AMERICAN  
CUISINE

La Bodeguita  
Del Medio

463 S. California Ave., Palo Alto
labodeguita.com

BEST NEW RESTAURANT

Terrone
448 S. California Ave., Palo Alto

650.847.7577
terronepizza.com

BEST OUTDOOR DINING

Caffe Riace
200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.0407
cafferiacepaloalto.com

HALL OF FAME:  
BEST SPORTS BAR

The Old Pro
541 Ramona St., Palo Alto

650.326.1446
oldpropa.com

BEST VEGETARIAN CUISINE

Calafia Café  
& Market A Go Go 

Town & Country Village 
855 El Camino Real #130

Palo Alto
650.322.9200

calafiapaloalto.com

BEST DESSERTS

The Prolific Oven
550 Waverly St., Palo Alto

650.326.8485
prolificoven.com

BEST MEAL UNDER $20/ 
BEST SOLO DINING

LYFE Kitchen
167 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

650.325.5933
lyfekitchen.com

BEST PIZZA

Patxi’s Chicago Pizza
441 Emerson St., Palo Alto

650.473.9999
patxispizza.com

BEST DIM SUM

Ming’s Chinese  
Cuisine and Bar

1700 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto
650.856.7700

mings.com

Best Of Palo Alto Winners Directory

Congratulations  
to all the 2013  

Best Of winners

2 0 1 3

NBA standout Jeremy Lin 
was on the clock Monday 
afternoon as he faced off 

against a nervous-looking Palo 
Alto mayor in front of a crowd of 
very eager, and very young, on-
lookers.

On a small, new basketball 
court outside the unfinished 
Mitchell Park Library, Lin had 
two minutes to score against the 
basket’s lone defender. Doing so, 
city officials had decided, would 
“initiate” the court, to be played 
on for many years to come. 

His first shot, a fade away over 
the head of steadfast defender 
Greg Scharff — who wore dress 
pants and a button-up shirt with 
rolled-up sleeves — fell far short 
of the basket. JLS Middle School 

students who were watching 
sighed, disappointed.

“C’mon, Jeremy — shake and 
bake!” one shouted. 

With some fancy footwork and 
dribbling, Lin juked Scharff’s 
jerky movements before shoot-
ing again, earning “ooohs” and 
“ahs” from the crowd. But this 
time the ball bounced off the 
rim. 

For his third shot, Lin planted, 
tossed the ball in a clean arc and 
swooshed it to the applause of 
children, city staff and parents at 
the event.

Lin, a Palo Alto High gradu-
ate who became an international 
sensation after a break-out sea-
son with the New York Knicks in 
2012, attended the event to chris-

ten the one-hoop basketball court 
outside the library.

Assistant Public Works Direc-
tor Phil Bobel said the court is an 
important part of the complex, 
which is due to open at the be-
ginning of next year.

“Most of (the library) is 
for sitting still and doing still 
things,” he said. “It’s one of the 
few parts where kids can use 
their muscles and not just their 
minds.”

The beleaguered Mitchell Park 
Library construction project has 
been beset by repeated setbacks 
and cost increases since con-
struction began three years ago. 
When completed it will consist 
of a 41,000-square-foot library 
and a 15,000-square-foot, two-
building community center.

Lin, a former JLS student, 
spent the rest of his time Mon-
day making passes to the kids, 
answering questions (his favor-
ite team out of those he’s played 
for — The Warriors, Knicks and 
Rockets — is the team he plays 

for now, the Rockets, one child 
found out), and putting his sig-
nature on everything from kids’ 
basketballs, pictures, scraps of 
paper and even the back of one 
particularly ardent fan’s grubby 
“Linsanity” T-shirt. 

As Lin left, Scharff intercepted 
him to shake his hand.

“Thanks so much for coming 
out,” Scharff said.

“Thanks,” Lin said. “Nice de-
fense.” 

Online Editor Eric Van Sus-
teren can be emailed at evansus-
teren@paweekly.com.

PARKS

Jeremy Lin attends Mitchell  
Park court christening

Former Palo Altan returns to shoot hoops at new basketball court 
by Eric Van Susteren

Houston Rockets basketball star and Palo Alto High School 
grad Jeremy Lin went one-on-one with Palo Alto Mayor Greg 
Scharff on Sept. 16 — then spent time with students, passing 
the ball, answering questions and signing memorabilia — all 
to initiate the one-hoop court adjacent to the not-quite-finished 
Mitchell Park Library and Community Center. Watch the video 
by Veronica Weber on www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

Corrections
The theater review for “In the Heights” on page 23 of today’s Weekly 

contains incorrect ticket prices. Tickets for the show are $23-$45. 

To request a correction, contact Editor Jocelyn Dong at 650-223-

6514, jdong@paweekly.com or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302.

LET’S DISCUSS:  
Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about 

the issues at Town Square 
at PaloAltoOnline.com

VIDEO: Jeremy Lin christens Mitchell court
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Before you select a real estate agent, meet with Michael Repka 
to discuss how his real estate law and tax back-ground benefi ts 
Ken DeLeon’s clients.

Michael  Repka

Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty 

JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)

NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 
and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 
Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc at 223-6596 or email 
byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday: Dishonesty Rewarded
Rev. Daniel Ross-Jones preaching

Sunday Worship and Church School at 10 a.m.

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
We celebrate Marriage Equality!

REGISTER ONLINE: PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

RACE IS TONIGHT!

5K WALK, 5K & 10K RUN

Buena Vista owners reject residents’ offer
The owners of Buena Vista Mobile Home Park in Palo Alto will 

not accept a $14.5 million offer by residents to purchase the property, 
according to persons close to the deal. The residents wanted to stop 
the park’s demolition — and their eviction. 

The property owner, the Jisser family, has a contract with devel-
oper Prometheus Real Estate Group, who would acquire the site at 
3980 El Camino Real for an estimated $30 million — if the city 
approves a zoning change. Prometheus wants to build 180 high-end 
apartments on the roughly 4.25-acre parcel.

Residents and fair-housing advocates have sought to preserve the 
park or to find comparable housing in Palo Alto for the park’s nearly 
400 residents. Attorneys for the residents say proposed compensation 
packages for their clients from the Jissers are inadequate. The city 
must sign off on the compensation before eviction can take place.

The Buena Vista Mobile Home Park Residents Association made 
the offer to buy the property in its appraised as-is condition on Aug. 
13. Money from state and federal programs could cover the purchase, 
said Deane Sargent, a real-estate broker who has been working with 
the Buena Vista homeowners and specializes in helping residents 
purchase their mobile-home parks.

But on Sept. 10, attorneys for the residents received a rejection let-
ter. The group anticipated being turned down, Sargent said.

The group remains committed to buying the property should the 
Jissers or Prometheus have a change of mind, he said. 

— Sue Dremann

City wants new houses to be electric-car-friendly
As Palo Alto revs up for a celebration for electric vehicles later this 

month, a trio of council members are calling for the city to consider a 
new law that would require every new house to include infrastructure 
to support electric-vehicle chargers.

In a memo unveiled Wednesday evening, Mayor Greg Scharff, Vice 
Mayor Nancy Shepherd and Councilmember Gail Price are recom-
mending a package of laws that they hope will further bolster the city’s 
reputation as a national leader in green technology. These include mak-
ing sure all new houses have the necessary circuitry to support char-
gers and streamlining the permitting process for charging stations. The 
council members are also requesting that the council and staff explore 
new laws that would make sure all new hotels install charging stations 
and that may require existing hotels to install them.

The proposal seeks to add another spark to the city’s already robust 
electric-vehicle culture. Home to Tesla Motors and Prius-congested 
roads, Palo Alto has seen charging stations bloom in all parts of the 
city in recent years, including at city garages and Mollie Stone’s 
Market. Residents are also installing them in their homes.

“It costs about $200 to make a house EV-ready and anywhere 
from $1,000 to $2,000 to retrofit later on,” said Sven Thesen, an 
Evergreen Park resident who installed a curbside “charging station” 
in front of his house.

The city plans to hold a celebration of electric vehicles at City 
Hall on Sept. 25 at noon and will feature electric-vehicle test drives 
and an exposition showing the latest electric vehicles and charging 
equipment that afternoon. 

— Gennady Sheyner

Stanford welcomes new freshmen crop
Stanford University’s latest freshman class, which gathered on 

campus for the first time Tuesday, represents 49 states — no one 
from Arkansas this year — and 66 countries.

Stanford President John Hennessy welcomed new students and their 
families in the university’s 123rd opening convocation ceremony.

The 1,679 members of the class of 2017 were culled from 38,828 
initial applicants.

Geographically speaking, the largest group — 35.6 percent — is 
from California. Nearly 15 percent of the freshmen are among the 
first generation in their families to attend a four-year college.

Whites make up 31.7 percent of incoming freshmen followed by 
students who identify as Asian-American (21 percent), Hispanic 
(14.8 percent), African-American (10 percent), international (9.8 
percent) and Native American or Hawaiian (4.8 percent). About 8 
percent of class members declined to state their race or ethnicity.

Eighty-nine percent of the incoming freshmen earned high school 
grade-point averages of 3.8 or higher, and 95.9 percent ranked in the 
top 10 percent of their high school graduating classes.

Stanford’s class of 2017 is 53.8 percent men and 46.2 percent women.
This year’s freshmen are the first who will be required to take Stan-

ford’s new Ways of Thinking/Ways of Doing curriculum, which in-
cludes courses in aesthetic and interpretive inquiry, applied quantitative 
reasoning, creative expression, engaging diversity, ethical reasoning, 
formal reasoning, scientific method and analysis and social inquiry. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

News Digest
multi-year initiative.

“This is such an important proj-
ect that we should not just jump into 
it without our eyes being wide open 
about what we’re doing, how much 
we’re spending and how we’re go-
ing to proceed,” Klein said.

Klein proposed holding two 
study sessions, featuring stake-
holders from the neighborhoods 
and the business communities and 
presentations from transportation-
management experts, before hir-
ing a consultant. As part of this 
process, staff would also come 
back with cost estimates and  in-
formation about what exactly this 
effort would entail.

Burt stressed the importance of 
“getting it right” and character-
ized the proposal from the four 
council members as a “Ready. 
Fire. Aim” approach. Both he and 
Klein praised the memo’s desired 
end, even as they challenged its 
proposed means.

“This is a big deal,” Burt said. 
“If we’re successful at it, (it’ll be) 
one of the more important accom-
plishments we’ll have for a long 
period of time.”

Councilman Marc Berman 
agreed and said he doesn’t have 
enough data to adequately discuss 
the broad proposal. Berman said 
he wouldn’t feel comfortable ap-
proving a transportation manage-
ment program based solely on a 
three-page memo and sided with 
Klein and Burt.

“Everyone hates the Palo Alto 
process until we try to short-cir-
cuit the Palo Alto process,” Ber-
man said. “Then we get beat over 
the head with that. I become very 
leery of doing that.”

Councilwoman Karen Holman 
noted that the effort would af-
fect “every person who lives and 
works in this community.” It’s 
very difficult, she said, to make 
a “don’t rush” argument about an 
issue that is so urgent to the com-
munity. But she also stressed the 
importance of getting it right.

“If we do it poorly or if we do 
it in a rushed fashion, I’m con-
cerned we won’t have the com-
munity and business-community 
support,” Holman said.

Ultimately, the council decided 
not to vote on either Scharff’s 
motion to hire the consultant or 
on Klein’s motion to schedule 
the study sessions. After a debate 
stretching past 11:30 p.m., Kniss 
made a motion to table the discus-
sion, which would effectively push 
it forward to a future meeting. At 
Klein’s urging, she withdrew this 
motion in favor of his proposal: to 
have a council member from each 
of the two camps meet, resolve 
their differences, and bring back 
to the full council next month a 
proposal for kicking off the traf-
fic-reducing program.

“The important thing is that 
we’re studying TDM and looking 
at a way to make this happen in 
our community,” Kniss said near 
the end of the discussion. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Traffic
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unanimously endorsed creation of 
the master plan, but only after di-
recting staff to consider various op-
tions for providing the ultra-high-
speed Internet service. Councilman 
Larry Klein said it shouldn’t be “a 
given” that the service would be 
administered by a third party.

“The alternative is that we could 
run the system,” Klein said.

The decision about who will 
run the system will be made later. 
City Manager James Keene com-
pared the dilemma to the “option 
offense” in football, which allows 
the quarterback to decide on the 
fly whether to use his arm or his 
legs to gain yards. The initial 
work, he said, would not preclude 
either option.

“We may pass, we may run it, 
but we’re not at that point yet,” 
Keene said. “We may want to do 
some of the basic work that allows 
us to go in either direction.”

So far, the city’s experience 
with third-party service provid-
ers has been shaky. In 2006, when 
the city went out to look for a pro-
vider, it attracted the interest of 
a three-firm consortium that of-
fered to build a citywide network. 
The city pulled the plug on that 
effort in 2009, after the consor-
tium asked the city for subsidies.

The fiber network isn’t the only 
Internet initiative the city is pursu-
ing. In a separate motion, the city 
authorized staff to begin work on 
a “Wireless Network Plan” aimed 
at boosting cell reception, enhanc-
ing radio communication and pro-
viding WiFi service at parks and 
classrooms throughout the city.

Some work has already begun. 
Last month, Mayor Greg Scharff 
“flipped the switch” on free WiFi 
at Cogswell Plaza in downtown. 
Other parks could soon get simi-
lar treatment.

Chief Information Officer Jon-
athan Reichental estimated that 
building the wireless network 
would cost between $3 million 
and $5 million. The funds would 
come from the revenues the city 
currently generates from its “dark 
fiber” ring, a 40-mile under-
ground system that provides ultra-
high-speed Internet to dozens of 
commercial customers.

Reichental said free WiFi has 
been tried at other cities — includ-
ing Mountain View and Santa Clara 
— with mixed results. But Palo 
Alto’s Internet connection would 
be “high speed and reliable.”

“It would not be acceptable to 
the community, staff or council to 
make this type of investment and 
to have a disappointing result,” Re-
ichental said. “It has to be good.”

The two efforts — optical fiber 
and wireless — will have some 
overlap. Among the most effective 
ways to boost wireless service is to 
use the fiber network as a base for 
the wireless Internet. For that rea-
son, Jeff Hoel, a leading advocate 
for Fiber to the Premise, urged the 
council not to proceed with the 
wireless plan until it figures out 
what to do with the fiber.

But Reichental and Keene both 
argued that the city can proceed 

with the Wireless Network Plan 
without slowing down the city’s 
work on fiber. Keene noted that the 
city can start by using the existing 
dark-fiber ring to boost wireless 
service. Reichental emphasized 
that the wireless plan doesn’t have 
to be implemented all at once. The 

wireless plan, which the commit-
tee endorsed by a unanimous vote, 
would have both near-term and 
long-term objectives.

“We do believe we can make 
progress on both without jeopar-
dizing one or the other,” Reichen-
tal said. 

Upfront

O S H M A N  FA M I LY  J C C 2013–14 SEASON

Arias & Duets:
Frederica von Stade & 
Laurie Rubin in Concert
Two of the music world’s most beloved vocalists 
take the stage for a masterful performance.

Thursday, October 3
7:30 PM
$30 Members & students, 
$35 Non-Members in advance;
$40 at the door

Oshman Family JCC
3921 Fabian Way  |  Palo Alto, CA
(650) 223-8700  |  www.paloaltojcc.org/arts

Frederica von Stade and Laurie Rubin

Tickets and more info:
www.paloaltojcc.org/arias

Fiber optics

City Council (Sept. 16)
Transportation: The council discussed a proposal for a “transportation-de-
mand management” program that would reduce car trips at business districts 
by 30 percent. The council agreed to continue the discussion to a meeting in 
October. Yes: Unanimous
Library: The council discussed the economic analysis for the development 
proposal by Jay Paul, which includes 311,000 square feet of office space at 395 
Page Mill Road and a new police headquarters at 3045 Park Blvd. Action: None

Council Technology and Connected City 
Committee (Sept. 17)
Audits: The committee directed staff to pursue a master plan for Fiber to the 
Premise and to create a new Wireless Network Plan, aimed at boosting the 
city’s wireless infrastructure. Action: None

Council Finance Committee (Sept. 17)
Services: The committee discussed the recently completed “cost of services” 
study and directed staff to bring back in November methodology revisions and 
to draft a “user-fee cost recovery” policy. Yes: Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (Sept. 19)
636 Waverley: The board discussed and agreed to continue to Oct. 17 its review 
of 636 Waverley St., a proposed four-story building with commercial use on the 
bottom two floors and residential units on the top two floors. Action: None
395 Page Mill Road: The board discussed 395 Page Mill Road, a proposal by 
Jay Paul Company for two four-story office buildings near the AOL headquar-
ters. Action: None

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week
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“I bought this property from the 
Bols because they couldn’t afford 
to keep it. I’m not going to allow 
that to happen to my son — that 
he would have to sell the property 
because he can’t afford to keep it,” 
he said.

Working out the new contract 
raised some issues, namely who 
owned the donkeys and whether 
the pasture was intended to re-
main undeveloped forever. 

Although the 1998 sales agree-
ment between Witt and the Bols 
was to have included a deed re-
striction stating the pasture would 
remain “in perpetuity,” no deed 
restriction was ever filed, accord-
ing to Richard Whitmore, a retired 
attorney and Barron Park resident 
who helped put together the new 
rental agreement. Donkeys were 
not mentioned in the sales agree-
ment, either.

But the recent contract has 
clarified the donkeys’ ownership. 
While Witt believed he owned the 
animals since he had hosted them 
at no charge on his land, volun-
teers with the Donkey Project, 
who care for the animals, disput-
ed that claim.

“We disagreed, but did not feel 
that we could rationally argue that 
Barron Park Association or the 
Donkey Project owned the don-
keys — in part because the Don-
key Project does not appear to be 
kind of legal entity that could own 
something,” Whitmore said.

Acterra, which has managed 
donations for the donkeys since 
2002, was the logical alternative 
owner. Acterra also carried liabil-
ity insurance to cover the Donkey 
Project. Witt agreed to name Ac-
terra as the donkeys’ owner, and 
Acterra agreed to cover Witt un-
der its liability insurance if some-

one were to sue for injuries caused 
by the donkeys, Whitmore said.

“If we had not negotiated an 
agreement, there would have been 
no legal obligation for James Witt 
to keep the donkeys on his land, 
although he never threatened 
eviction of the donkeys. He did 
mention his interest in leasing out 
the land as a pasture for horses,” 
Whitmore said.

But some Barron Park residents 
were dismayed by the agreement. 
Winter Dellenbach, a longtime 
resident, said she has “serious 
questions.” 

“I question that it was legal and 
that there was any authority by 
Acterra to sign a contract involv-
ing money to be paid over years 
that involves people who aren’t 
signed onto the agreement. What 
happens to the donkeys if we can’t 
make the payments?” she said.

Debbie Mytels, Acterra’s in-
terim executive director, said re-
tired executive director Michael 
Closson signed the agreement but 
that she was just learning about its 
implications.

“I know he met with several 
people, but not the whole neigh-
borhood. I gather some people in 
Barron Park are uncomfortable 
with the arrangement,” she said.

Acterra has been the fiscal 
agent for the Donkey Project for 
many years and has an agree-

ment to hold the funds. But My-
tels conceded she “doesn’t really, 
truly know” if they have the right 
to make contracts for the Donkey 
Project. “If we have to bring this 
matter to an attorney, I guess we 
will,” she said.

Witt said he is doing what he 
can to keep a little bit of Barron 
Park history alive and that he 
would like to be actively included 
in fundraising efforts. He is put-
ting together a book of drawings 
that children have left in the don-
keys’ mailbox, which is affixed to 
the pasture gate, and he plans to 
sell the book as a fundraiser, he 
said. He also has a collection of 
paintings, and he is considering 
offering one for auction. Residents 
have had a fundraising meeting, 
but he was not invited, he said.

“There’s something about the 
simplicity of the donkeys, about 
when life made sense. It reso-
nates with people in a way that 
brings them back to a time when 
the world wasn’t off its hinges,” 
he said. What he likes most about 
the donkeys is the reaction of the 
children, he added.

Mytels said there are many 
ways to help the donkeys.

“There’s room for lots of cre-
ative approaches, I’m sure. We’re 
trying to do what we can. We are 
very willing to work with the 
community,” she said.

Witt said the estimated $100,000 
that he’s paid in taxes is based on 
the 1-acre pasture and does not in-
clude the rest of his property, nor 
property improvements.

As of Sept. 1, a $3,500 first-
year fee was initiated. In succeed-
ing years, the fee will be $3,500 
plus any Donkey Project income 
(after expenses) over $500 up to 
a total of $7,000, according to the 
agreement. 

Acterra and the Donkey Proj-
ect will pay for care and feeding 
and other expenses and will pay 
Witt for reasonable upkeep, such 
as maintaining pasture fences and 
housing for the donkeys. Having a 
sliding scale for payments would 
protect the donkeys if donations 
don’t reach $7,000. 

Witt and Acterra will each have 
a fundraising website for the don-
keys. Witt reserved the domain 
name BarronParkDonkeys.com.

“He said he did so because he 
thought there should be a more 
active effort to raise funds, and 
he predicted that such an effort 
would generate significantly more 
money than prior efforts,” Whit-
more noted. “To make sure that 
Acterra/Donkey Project were part 
of the effort, Acterra reserved the 
domain name BarronParkDon-
keys.org. We agreed that both 
websites would have links to Ac-
terra and that we would cooperate 
in the fundraising.”

Until Acterra sets up its website 
for online donations to the Don-
key Project, supporters must mail 
in contributions, according to the 
organization. 

On average, $3,720 has been 
raised annually for the donkeys, 
Whitemore noted. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Donkeys

Upfront

Unique Gifts For All Occasions

415 University Ave, Palo Alto ~ (650)853-9888
www.lespetitscadeauxpa.com
martha@lespetitscadeauxpa.com

‘There’s something 
about the simplicity 
of the donkeys, about 
when life made sense. 
It resonates with 
people in a way that 
the world wasn’t off 
its hinges.’

—James Witt, property owner



Event Sponsors

REGISTER ONLINE: PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

CITY OF PALO ALTO 
PRESENTS THE 29TH ANNUAL 

FRIDAY SEPT 20 7PM

A benefit event for local non-profits 
supporting kids and families

5K WALK, 5K & 10K RUN
Great for kids and families

TIME & PLACE
5K walk 7:00pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm. 
Race-night registration 6 to 8pm at City of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, 
Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east of the Embarcadero Exit off Highway 101). 
Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE
 5k and 10k courses around the Palo Alto Baylands under the light of the Full Harvest 
Moon. Course is USAT&F certified (10k only) and flat along paved roads. Water at all 
stops. Course maps coming soon.

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE
Adult Registration (13 +) registration fee is $30 per entrant by 9/13/13. Includes 
a long-sleeved t-shirt. Youth Registration (6 - 12) registration is $20 per entrant by 
9/13/13. Includes a long-sleeved t-shirt. Youth (5 and under) run free with an adult, 
but must be registered through Evenbrite with signed parental guardian waiver, or 
may bring/fill out a signed waiver to race-night registration. Late Registration fee is 
$35 for adults, $25 for youth from 9/14 - 9/18. Race night registration fee is $40 
for adult; $30 for youth from 6 to 8pm. T-shirts available only while supplies last. 
Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations and t-shirts will not be held.

MINORS:  If not pre-registered, minors under 18 must bring signed parental/waiver 
form on race night.  

SPORTS TEAM/CLUBS:
Online pre-registration opportunity for organizations of 10 or more runners; 
e-mail MoonlightRun@paweekly.com.

DIVISIONS
 Age divisions: 9 & under; 10 - 12; 13 - 15; 16 - 19; 20 - 24; 25 - 29; 30 - 34; 35 - 39; 
40 - 44; 45 - 49; 50 - 54; 55 - 59; 60 - 64; 65 - 69; 70 & over with separate divisions 
for male and female runners in each age group. 
Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs only.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS BY A CHANGE OF PACE
 Chip timing results will be posted on PaloAltoOnline.com by 11pm race night. Race 
organizers are not responsible for incorrect results caused by incomplete/incorrect 
registration forms. 

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT
 Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. 
Pre-race warmups by Noxcuses Fitness, Palo Alto

BENEFICIARY
 Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-
profits and charitable organizations. In April 2013, 55 organizations received a total 
of $380,000 (from the 2012-2013 Holiday Fund.)

MORE INFORMATION
 Call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com 
or go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

 For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and 10K runs. They are 
welcome on the 5K walk only. No retractable leashes. Bring your own clean-up bag. 
Jogging strollers welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of either run. 

Community Sponsors

Presented by

Corporate Sponsors

RACE IS TONIGHT!
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Head-to-Toe Healthier Skin
Packard Children’s Dermatology Offers Comprehensive Skin Care

From cuddles and playtime, to school, sports and dances, it’s important for 
children to be comfortable and confident in their own skin. The Pediatric 
Dermatology team at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford provides 
the highest quality, nurturing care to assure kids’ skin stays healthy.

As one of the largest pediatric dermatology groups in the country, our Stanford 
Medicine team offers comprehensive skin care, including light-based laser 
therapy. For conditions and concerns from the routine to the rare, Packard 
Children’s Dermatology is completely dedicated to the skin health of infants, 
children, adolescents and young adults.

To schedule an appointment at any of our three bay area offices, please 
call (650) 721-1227 or visit dermatology.lpch.org for more information.

171 University Ave., Palo Alto    650.328.7411    www.paloaltobicycles.com    Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm

W h a t ’ s  i n  y o u r  g a r a g e ?

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Sept. 11-17
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Elder abuse/financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Driving w/ suspended license   . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Vehicle accident/mnr. injury  . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle accident/prop. damage 6
Vehicle/tampering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Drunken driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Animal call  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found  property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Violation court order   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency   . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Menlo Park
Sept. 11-17
Violence related
Assault w/ a deadly weapon   . . . . . . . . 1
Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Spousal abuse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Attempted burglary   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Auto recovery   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 6
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/mnr. injury  . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop. damage  . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Drunken driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs  . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Gang info  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missing person   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Atherton
Sept. 11-17
Violence related
Domestic disturbance   . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Accident/no details . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Vehicle accident/mnr. injury  . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Miscellaneous
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Disturbing/annoying phone calls. . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . 1
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . 3

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Alma Street/N. California Ave., 9/17, 
7:40 p.m.; Battery/peace officer 

Menlo Park
3600 blk. Haven Ave, 9/17, 9:54 a.m..; 
Assault w/ deadly weapon, terrorist 
threats

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.
Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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CALLING ALL DOGS
(Volunteers Needed for Pet Visitation Program)

Do you have a dog that would 

make a good therapy dog? If you 

feel your dog can demonstrate 

how to follow basic obedience 

commands, has the desire and 

aptitude to be around strangers 

and other animals, is comfortable 

in new environments and would 

pass a veterinarian health 

screening, then your dog may be the animal we’re looking 

for! You would also have to meet volunteer guidelines.

Stanford Hospital and Clinics, in conjunction with Pet 

Partners (formerly Delta Society), is holding a free 

orientation (about one hour) on Saturday, September 21, 

2013 at 2 p.m. in Palo Alto. No pets please – humans only. 

For more information, please contact Lyn Belingheri at 

labsite@sbcglobal.net and see the Stanford PAWS website: 

http://stanfordhospital.org/forPatients/patientServices/

pawsGuestServices.html RSVP required for the orientation

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Archie Nolan Sharp, 91, a longtime resident of Men-
lo Park and Palo Alto, died Friday September 13, 2013. 

He was born February 3, 1922, in Royal Center, 
Indiana. He moved to Menlo Park with his family 
in 1937 and graduated from Sequoia High School 
in 1940. 

He attended College of San Mateo 
before becoming a Naval Aviator, 
serving his country with distinction 
as a Full Lieutenant and Patrol Plane 
Commander. He spent the majority 
of World War II in the South Pacific, 
flying rescue and reconnaissance mis-
sions in his beloved PBY Catalina. 

Upon his return, he married Pauline 
Bridges, with whom he raised two chil-
dren. His professional career (which 
spanned 75 years) centered around 
providing impeccable customer ser-
vice. After returning home from World War II, he 
worked as a produce clerk at Purity Stores, eventually 
working his way up to Regional Manager. 

For the next two decades, he built a private prac-
tice, helping countless families with investment and 
financial planning. Up through his 90th year of life, 
Archie was a tax adviser to his many loyal clients 

who returned year after year for his shrewd advice, 
trustworthiness, and thorough attention to detail. 

Throughout his professional life, Archie exhibited 
a lifelong love of learning, earning a number of cer-
tificates and licenses through additional coursework 

at local institutions such as the Uni-
versity of California, College of San 
Mateo, and Stanford. 

Archie was active in a wide variety of 
local organizations including the Free 
Masons and American Legion. He trea-
sured his time coaching and volunteer-
ing in a variety of capacities in youth 
sports, coaching his son and grandsons 
in local Babe Ruth and Little League 
teams in Menlo Park and Palo Alto. 

He remained an avid fan and sup-
porter of his grandchildren, attending 
their events throughout their lives right 

up until his passing. 
He is survived by his daughter, Janis and her hus-

band David of Menlo Park; his son, Gary of Palo Alto; 
and three grandchildren, Justin, Emma, and Kevin. 

The family invites all family and friends to his 
memorial at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo Alto on 
Friday September 20th, at 11 a.m.

Archie Nolan Sharp
February 3, 1922 – September 13, 2013

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Brian Garr peacefully went to be with 
his Lord on August 23, surrounded by 
his family. He’d had diabetes for 48 of 
his 49 years and battled it with faith, 
determination and a generous dose of 
humor but was finally overcome by kidney 
failure and other complications.

Brian graduated from Gunn High School 
and then Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering. He is 
survived by his wife of 25 years, April; four children, Darin, Elisa, 
Nathan and Joshua; parents, Rex and Ann; brother Dave, sister-
in-law, Elizabeth, and nieces Katherine and Lucy; and sister-in-
law Dorothy Garrison, and niece and nephew, Haley and Shane. 
Memorial services have been held.

Brian Garr

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Phyllis Marie Ullman, 92, passed away peacefully Sept 9 at her 
Menlo Park home.

Ms. Ullman, native of Iowa; graduated from Clarke College, 
Dubuque, in dietetics and from Stanford Univ with a MA in 
Education. Her career as a Registered Dietitian spanned over 50 
years. After serving 2 years as a Staff Dietitian in the US Army,  
the Palo Alto Medical Foundation hired her as their first out- 
patient dietitian, when it opened in 1949. During her 20 years at 
PAMC, she taught many people to live healthful lives through better 
nutrition. She was a nutrition researcher for the Stanford Research 
Institute, ICCND nutrition survey in Nigeria, US Ten State Nut- 
rition Survey and Stanford Heart Disease Prevention Program.  
She was a mentor to many dietitians in California. She served as 
President of the California Dietetic Association and in 1985 was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Award.

Her brother William Ullman lives in Portland Oregon with his 
wife. She was a loving aunt to 27 nephews and nieces. She will be 
missed by her many friends and colleagues.

Her husband, Ralph Blom, brothers John, Paul and Gerald Ullman 
and sister, Bernice Greig, preceded her in death.  

A Christian Memorial Service will be held at St. Raymond Catholic 
Church, Menlo Park on September 20 at 10 am followed by interment 
at Skylawn Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to CA Dietetic Assoc, 
7740 Manchester Ave. #102, Playa del Rey, CA 90293.

Phyllis Marie Ullman
July 14, 1921 – September 9, 2013

Menlo Park, California

Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Shirley Rosenberg
Shirley Rosenberg — mother, 

grandmother, sister and friend — 
died on Aug. 23. She was born in 
Whittier, Calif. to Donald Strahl 
and Louise Hodgin Strahl on 
Sept. 8, 1933 and lived her early 
years in Santa Monica and Gilroy. 
She was eventually a resident of 
Ladera, Portola Valley for more 
than 50 years. 

She graduated from San Jose 
State University in 1954, where 
she was a member of the Kappa 
Kappa Gamma sorority and the 
1954 sweetheart of Sigma Chi. 
She worked with the Red Cross 
as a a social worker and met her 
future husband, Saul A. Rosen-
berg, when both were stationed 
at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Co-
rona, Calif. They married in San 
Francisco in 1956 and had two 
children, Anne and David.

She was devoted to her husband, 
children and three grandchil-
dren Zachary, Chloe and Sloan. 
She spent many days teaching 
Zachary how to fly fish at Lake 
Almanor and showed her grand-
daughters how to make Thanks-
giving stuffing when they were 

An online directory of obituaries 
and remembrances.

Search obituaries, submit a memorial, 
share a photo.

Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries

two years old.
She was also a cook and baker 

and ran a catering business out of 
her home for many years, turning 
ou cakes, pies, tarts and cookies. 
Her desserts were served at many 
a wedding, engagement and birth-
day party. She also loved to gar-
den, golf, and fly fish and did so 
with her many friends.

She is survived by her husband, 
Saul; two children, Anne (Greg) 
and David (Kritina); three grand-
children, Zachary, Chloe and 
Sloan; and sisters, Ona Driscoll 
and Susan Filice. She is preceded 
in death by her parents, Donald 
and Louise Strahl; and sisters, 
Linda and Christine. A small, 
private celebration will be held 
at a future date. In lieu of flow-

ers, donations may be made to 
the charity of your choice or to 
the Henry’s Fork Foundation in 
Ashton, Idaho.

Anne Christy 
“Ancy” Fletcher

Anne Christy “Ancy” Fletcher 
died on Wednesday, Sept. 18. She 
was a Palo Alto resident for 60 
years and a mother to Vince, Lee 
Gloria, Julie, Ted and Sandy as 
well as a grandmother to Alex, 
Nick, Christopher, Melissa, 
Clint, Tatiana, McKinley, Tessa 
and David. A memorial service 
will be held Friday, Sept. 27, at 1 
p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church on 1985 Louis Road, 
Palo Alto.

Give blood for life!
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

Lasting
Memories

Visit 
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A new library name
Editor,

I propose that the Palo Alto 
Main Library be named the “Es-
ther M. Lederberg Palo Alto Li-
brary.”

Esther Lederberg was an im-
portant 20th-century scientist 
who participated in the transi-
tion of microbial genetics to 
modern molecular genetics. She 
made seminal discoveries in ge-
netics, including Lambda phage, 
specialized transduction, and 
Fertility factor F. As inheritable 
diseases due to DNA, RNA, and 
protein errors and interactions 
become understood in the com-
ing centuries, these discover-
ies will continue to be of major 
medical importance.

Esther’s interests were not con-
fined to science. The gender dis-
crimination of the 20th century 
funneled capable women into 
other areas, and Esther’s first in-
terests were in languages (includ-
ing French and Spanish) and liter-
ature (including Dickens, Austen, 
Trollope and Shakespeare). After 
she became a research scientist, 
Esther continued to contribute to 
public causes such as the Penin-
sula Open Space Trust. She also 
was a charter member of the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium.

Libraries inspired Esther to ex-
ceed the economic limitations of 
her youth and make a career in 
research. She would be honored 
to inspire the artists, readers and 
researchers of the future, in the 
community where she lived for 
more than 50 years.

Matthew Simon
Alvarado Row, Stanford

Stop Measure D
Editor,

Palo Alto City Council has 
turned the PC zoning loophole 
into an orchestrated scheme to 
development privileges.

Planned Community zoning 
was not intended to allow in-
creased density for sale to the 
highest bidder. It was meant to 
offer flexibility, so that the tech-
nicalities did not halt good proj-
ects.

We are now using it to violate 
all historical zoning so that den-
sity can be sold to the highest 
bidder. The practice is coming 
to a parcel in your neighborhood 
soon — unless we all stand up 
and stop the wave.

Spin doctors will point to wor-
thy causes to justify each “little” 
and “harmless” exception.

There is a horrifying list of 
high-density projects on the 
drawing board, and if Measure 
D is approved, it will only em-
bolden those that would sell our 
skylines and overrun our neigh-
borhoods.

Palo Alto’s historical zon-
ing is really based on providing 
quality of life for the residents. I 
think stack-and-pack three-story 
homes on 3,000-square-foot lots 
is not the future I support. I will 
vote against Measure D — it is 
the first domino. Packing 60 se-
nior apartments into a space that 
zoning says is suitable for 41 re-
spectful living spaces doesn’t de-
liver the dignity that our seniors 
deserve.

Our quality of life is not for 
sale. If Measure D is not stopped, 
the lot next to you will become a 
high-density PC zone for the next 
stated worthy cause. Stop auc-
tioning off our quality of life.

Timothy Gray
Charleston Meadows,  

Palo Alto
Kill feral cats
Editor,

Your report (Sept. 13) that fe-
ral cats are killing — our — bay-
lands wildlife convinced me that 
it would be appropriate to attack 
the source of the problem by kill-
ing feral cats. No, not “euthaniz-
ing” them — killing them!

Cats will never face extinction, 
but many other species clearly face 
that possibility and are going ex-
tinct, practically on a daily basis.

In my youth, the daily sere-
nades of song birds were won-
drous — magical — to hear 
and enjoy. And the “horny” 
toads — they were pretty spe-
cial, too.

There have been many efforts 
to save our environment. Take for 
example, the endangered sala-
manders on the Stanford campus, 
which held up a major project. Or 
the Northern Spotty Hooty Owl 
— or the tiny fish that faced ex-
tinction, that has held up another 
major “development” project in-
land from here.

Locally, I saw a dedicated 
group of young people (at the 
baylands) a few years ago who 
volunteered to pull out invasive 
non-native grasses that ringed 
the entire bay! How could they 
possibly hope to achieve such a 
goal, but they toiled, fully dedi-
cated to the task.

My visits to our baylands are 
always pleasurable, relaxing, and 
give me a sense of awe and ap-
preciation for what nature has 
provided.

Feral cats are destroying our 
natural environment — we 
should eliminate them.

Ruben Contreras
Waverley Street, Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Ambitions to reduce traffic
As election year approaches, Council aims  
at measures to get workers out of their cars

N othing is more motivating than an agitated electorate. And 
with residents expressing increasing frustration with the 
City Council’s approvals of new commercial development 

projects and delay after delay in addressing the traffic and parking 
problems they create and exacerbate, the Palo Alto City Council 
is looking for a way to establish its credentials as good transporta-
tion and land use planners. 

That proved harder than one might expect Monday night, as 
council members struggled to find the right process for developing 
a so-called “transportation demand management” (TDM) plan.

TDMs are comprehensive incentive programs for discouraging 
commuting to work in single-occupant cars. They can include sub-
sidized transit passes, creating easier options for bicyclists, car-pool 
match-up programs, car-sharing, vans and buses, as well as disin-
centives such as making parking more restrictive or expensive.

Large companies have long had such programs, either volun-
tarily or as a condition of development, and Stanford University is 
the often-cited poster child for successful transportation demand 
management programs. The university has had an elaborate and 
expensive TDM that has actually reduced peak-hour car trips even 
as substantial new development has occurred on campus.

But replicating what individual large employers have done in 
Palo Alto’s multi-employer commercial districts is no simple un-
dertaking, and will require the city itself to take on the responsibil-
ity for developing, funding and managing the program, as well as 
making sure it has the support of residents and businesses. That is 
a complex, ambitious and appropriate undertaking

Four council members (Shepherd, Scharff, Price and Kniss) took 
on this challenge in a three-page memo to their colleagues this week. 
They proposed that the city staff, using consultants, develop a “rigor-
ous” TDM plan for three commercial districts: downtown, Califor-
nia Avenue and the Stanford Research Park. (East Meadow Circle, 
where Google intends to expand, was added at the meeting.) They 
called for a plan that would likely assess fees on the existing busi-
nesses and find other revenue sources to pay for subsidies of alterna-
tives to driving to work for employees commuting into the city, with 
the hope of reducing solo car commutes by 30 percent or more.

With just one vote shy of the necessary majority, one would have 
expected easy passage of the proposal. But the rest of the council, 
while agreeing with the goals, warned of embarking on such an 
ambitious effort without greater clarity, better data and more public 
input, especially from the business community, which was com-
pletely unrepresented at the meeting.

Unable to agree on the right balance between pushing forward 
quickly and allowing for up-front community participation early 
on, the issue was deferred and will return in a couple of weeks. 

It would be difficult for anyone to oppose the concept of a pro-
gram to reduce commute traffic, but the reluctant council majority 
was right to question the process and we hope the delay will result 
in a better plan.

Council member Marc Berman correctly pointed out that mov-
ing forward without any data on the number of employees working 
in each area and their commute habits and needs is a recipe for 
trouble. Before going off and hiring a consultant to develop a plan, 
the council would be wise to engage the business community to 
help define the problem and identify possible solutions. 

The city does not have a good track record of communicating 
effectively with business owners, in part because there is no busi-
ness license required in Palo Alto and therefore poor data, and in 
part because the task has fallen on city planning and transportation 
staffers who aren’t particularly skilled at public relations.

Outreach efforts on the ill-fated business-license tax and on the 
redevelopment of California Avenue, to take just two examples, were 
poorly implemented and led to much resentment by business owners.

More important than process, however, is clarity on the overall 
vision. The community should not and will not support efforts to 
reduce traffic without parallel efforts to control future development 
and a clear understanding that the purpose of these transportation 
measures is to help solve, along with additional parking garages 
and residential parking-permit programs, the unacceptable traffic 
congestion throughout the city.

The development of a carefully thought-out transportation de-
mand management program is an overdue and welcome initiative. 
But it cannot be a strategy, as it has been at Stanford, for allowing 
substantial additional new growth. Nor can small businesses be 
expected to shoulder large new fees to fund construction of parking 
garages and commute subsidies for their employees. 

Before city staff and consultants are sent off to create a TDM 
plan, let’s get clear, with the help of residents and business owners, 
on what the goals are and how both the supply and demand side 
will contribute to achieving them.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage  
or on issues of local interest.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
 We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, 
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting 
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it 
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant  
Eric Van Susteren at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Should businesses bear the 
responsibility for reducing 
commute traffic?
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Do you think the Main Library should be renamed?

Paul Bundy Jesse Adams Jacob Warman Ryan Babineaux Deborah Neville

Downtown Palo Alto

-

by Jay Thorwaldson

P alo Alto isn’t 
the only area 
of the nation 

that is experienc-
ing increased ur-
ban density. 

While the City 
Council struggles 
with how to launch 
a “Transportation 
Demand Manage-
ment,” or TDM, 
program to cut down on auto use (see 
Weekly story on Monday night’s council 
meeting), a number of residents are clamor-
ing for something even bigger: One could 
call it a “Growth Demand Management” 
program. 

But isn’t that what the city’s Compre-
hensive Plan and companion Zoning Ordi-
nance are supposed to be? 

Palo Altans like to think of their town 
as a suburb. It has its own “urban forest” 
and deep-green environmental policies. Yet 
it seems awash with proposals for mostly 
large-scale projects that exceed the restric-
tions of existing zoning. The projects have 
stirred up residents in one part of town or an-
other and the city is now attempting to quan-
tify the extra return for the developer versus 
the cost of promised “public benefits.” 

Of course Palo Alto is not an island unto 
itself. Whether most residents like it or 
not, it is deeply enmeshed in (and in part 
responsible for economically) the surge of 
regional urbanization that is the second 
highest in the nation, as reported by the 
U.S. Census for 2000-10. 

The San Francisco-Oakland area com-
bined with the San Jose (read “Silicon Val-

ley”) weigh in at about 6,000 persons per 
square mile between them, trailing only the 
Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim region, 
with nearly 7,000 persons per square mile. 
Comparative growth rates are 12.1 percent 
for urban areas versus just 9.7 percent for 
overall growth. 

Palo Alto is smack dab in the middle of 
the second and third most densely urban-
ized areas in the nation.  

Lifelong Palo Altan John Northway is an 
architect who has witnessed the transition 
of his home town from a rural/suburban 
mix to increasingly urbanized city. He 
doesn’t like all he sees. 

Over the years, he has tried to do what 
he could to minimize the harsher edges of 
urbanization, such as the oversized, overly 
modernistic buildings that are today’s fash-
ion. Northway served six years on the city’s 
Architectural Review Board (ARB), which 
he chaired, and four years on the Planning 
and Transportation Commission. He also 
co-chaired a committee on second-story 
overlay zoning in predominantly single-
story neighborhoods and chaired a task 
force on homelessness. 

He spearheaded formation of the first 
Leadership Palo Alto program in the mid-
1980s, designed to better equip future lead-
ers with a knowledge of history, trends and 
issues.

“We’ve been transformed into an urban 
area,” Northway said of his community. Not 
everyone agrees, he added. Even some city 
officials seem to have the “same sort of de-
nial that we have about global warming.” 

Denial is easier due to quickly accessible 
open-space lands looming to the west. 

“With the foothills being open we can sit 
back and see all this rural area,” he said. 

Yet he has deep concerns as urbanization 
continues its seemingly inexorable creep 
forward into virtually every corner of town, 
and into neighboring communities. 

One impact felt by many residents is traf-
fic and parking overflow — both symptoms 
of urbanization. Parking problems can be 
a side effect of both bigger buildings and 
tighter work spaces within existing build-
ings, as some residents have noted. 

Yet Northway recalls a time when park-
ing was considered even less important in 
the approval process for projects than it is 
today. 

“When I was first on the ARB, the city 
traffic engineer produced a ‘mitigated EIR’ 
(an environmental-impact report saying 
any impact could be mitigated) relating 
to parking and traffic near the (Stanford) 
shopping center.” The engineer was called 
on that decision, but the city seems to have 
regressed. 

“All these things add up,” he said of 
parking concessions, such as a (downtown) 
Parking Assessment District that doesn’t 
provide enough parking for those who work 
in the area and the general lack of overall 
integrated planning. 

More intensive use of space, itself driven 
in part by sky-high rents, has added to the 
parking overflow into neighborhoods: “A 
requirement of four cars per 1,000 square 
feet was fine when everyone was in sepa-
rate cubicles. Now people are working close 
together at tables.”

Rising commercial rents — especially in 
downtown Palo Alto — has driven business-
es out. Northway’s own business, Stoecker 
& Northway, was forced to relocate from 
its longtime location on Lytton Avenue to a 
commercial pocket near Highway 101 and 

San Antonio Road when rent jumped from 
$3.75 per square foot to $6.75 per square 
foot, consistent with a general rent range as 
high as $5 to $7 per square foot. 

No wonder employees find themselves in 
tighter work spaces. 

So revamping and tightening parking re-
quirements may be a first step toward con-
trolling size of buildings and the density of 
employees. 

What’s needed now to offset or reverse 
some impacts is “some creative planning,” 
even in the face of a car-dominated lifestyle 
and economy, Northway feels. 

“The entire basis for all of California is 
the single-occupant car,” he noted. The dis-
location of jobs and housing and an inad-
equate transportation network combine to 
make today’s urbanization a crisis.  

“If we really want to address the issues of 
urbanization effectively we’ve got to think 
outside the convention. We should look at a 
policy of getting jobs to move to the Central 
Valley, to put them where people can afford 
to live.” 

Northway’s core message “has always 
been to try to define a problem before jump-
ing to a solution,” he noted. Yet defining the 
problem first is not the custom. Americans 
are great jumpers after solutions first, and 
then wonder why there’s still a problem. 

“We need to get past the anger and denial 
about urbanization and begin to plan what 
we can do about it to minimize its impact 
on our quality of life.” 

Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwald-
son can be emailed at jthorwaldson@ 
paweekly.com with a copy to jaythor@well.
com. He also writes blogs at www.Palo 
AltoOnline.com (below Town Square). 

‘Urban’ growth outpacing overall density — Palo Alto feeling it?
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on Town Square, 
a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our community website at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, ask questions, read the Editor’s 
blog or just stay up on what people are talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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A
ny devotee of reading will 
tell you there are worlds 
to be traveled inside book 
covers. Artist Emily Payne 
turns the covers themselves 

into new worlds.
At the entrance of the Palo Alto 

Art Center, Payne’s “Atlas” series 
floats in the breeze, with globes 
like wind mobiles crafted from 
wire. Old book covers and trac-
ing paper create opaque, glowing 
panels in the wire spheres, almost 
like stained glass but much more 
delicate.

Over and over, Payne makes 
use of book covers in her art. 
Other installations now up at the 
art center include “Water Line,” 
with covers and linings cut away 
to create curving wave shapes; 
and the rectangular patterns of 
“Level,” also fashioned from cov-
ers. It’s not that she doesn’t enjoy 
reading. But as a visual person, 
she’s drawn more to the colors 
and fabrics of volumes.

“Everybody has an association 
with books. They’re precious ob-
jects,” she said. “But here I am 
cutting them up and taking them 
apart and giving them this new 
life beyond the book form.”

Besides, these books tend to 
be the ones nobody else wants. 
Payne finds most of her materials 
at library book sales, checking out 
the leftover piles on the last day.

Payne’s affinity for old-fash-
ioned printed books has her in 
good company these days at the art 
center. Her installations are part of 

a group exhibition called “Biblio-
philia” that opens this Saturday, 
featuring Payne and 14 other art-
ists: Robert Dawson, Ala Ebtekar, 
Lisa Kokin, Tony May, Laurent 
de Brunhoff, Ginger Burrell, Xi-
aoze Xie, Patricia Curtan, Adam 
Donnelly, Belle Yang, Christopher 
Reynolds, Andrea Higgins, Scot 
Velardo and Catherine Wagner.

The artists are showing new art 
books they’ve created, as well as 
art made from discarded books. 
Some works are inspired by lit-
erature in a different way: Stan-
ford photography instructor Daw-
son has images of libraries from 
his survey of the United States’ 
public libraries, in which he’s 
photographed hundreds of librar-
ies since 1994. Here, viewers can 
see his images of a beat-up Detroit 
branch, an art-filled Vermont li-
brary space, and a small Califor-
nia library built by former slaves.

On his website, Dawson writes 
about the project: “A public li-
brary can mean different things 
to different people. For me, the 
library offers our best example of 
the public commons. For many, 
the library upholds the 19th-
century belief that the future of 
democracy is contingent upon an 
educated citizenry.”

Some of the artists imagine their 
own additions to old books, like 
Velardo, who covers them with 
new oil paintings, and Higgins, 
who supplements a 14th-century 
Japanese memoir with paintings 
of the kimono fabrics she envi-

sions the protagonist wearing. 
Others transform them: Donnelly 
turns books into pinhole cameras, 
and Ebtekar fashions pages into 
a Persian celestial atlas. This is 
more than a simple discussion of 
whether ebooks are making the 
printed ones obsolete; it’s a broad-
brush look at what books can and 
could mean to us, inside and out.

People can get as attached to 
food as they can to the food for 
thought in books, and two of the 
artists are showing pieces that tie 
both things together. Curtan has 
created Chez Panisse menus and 
illustrated cookbooks; here she 
shows new pen-and-ink drawings. 

Veronica W
eber

by Rebecca Wallace

Emily Payne installs “Water Line,” a piece made from book covers and linings, at the Palo Alto Art Center. “Everybody has an association with books. They’re precious 
objects,” she says.

Worlds
within
books

And Reynolds goes in a different 
direction by coating cookbooks in 
MSG and then preserving the re-
sulting book-blocks in epoxy.

The art center is putting on this 
show together with the Fine Arts 
Gallery of San Francisco State 
University. In September and Oc-
tober, the university will have a 
concurrent exhibition up: “The 
Illuminated Library,” including 
such artists as Clare Rojas and 
Nina Katchadourian.

The pairing reflects the fact 
that the Bay Area is a hot spot 
for book arts. Payne says there’s a 
wealth of teachers and artists fo-
cusing on the art form. The area’s 

longstanding literary 
tradition doesn’t hurt, 
either. She cites the 
San Francisco Cen-
ter for the Book and 
Foothill College’s 
print and book-arts 
program as two thriv-
ing centers.

“The Center for 
the Book came into 
being while I was 
in grad school (at 
San Francisco State, 
in printmaking and 
book arts),” Payne 
said. “There was a 
real surge of interest 
in the book form, and 
that’s continued.”

Though this is her 
first gallery show in 
Palo Alto, Payne has 
deep roots in the Bay 

Area. She grew up in Mill Valley 
and lives in Berkeley; her work 
has been seen at venues including 
the SFMOMA Artists Gallery. 
“Hover,” one of her wire-sculp-
ture installations, is on permanent 
display at the Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation in Palo Alto, 
floating in the air like the “Atlas” 
pieces.

“The wire work that I do is very 
much about sculpture in a dynam-
ic relationship with the space that 
they’re in. Those spheres exist 
on their own, but once you hang 
them and light them, they cast 
these shadows on the back wall 
... and it’s supposed to feel kines-
thetic and alive,” she said.

Visitors to the art center will get 
to interact with Payne’s art more 
directly on Oct. 11, when she leads 
artmaking activities at the opening 
reception for “Bibliophilia.” She’s 
planning to bring in book covers 
along with fabric, paintbrushes 
and other materials to give visitors 
a chance to try out what she does. 
All ages are invited.

Opening activities will run 
from 6 to 9 p.m. and also include 
a performance by Conspiracy of 
Beards, an a cappella Leonard 
Cohen tribute group of which art-
ist Velardo is a member.

Several other free events are 
also planned at the art center. Art-
ist Curtan will give an artist’s talk 
on Nov. 15 at 7 p.m., with Dawson 
taking his turn on Dec. 11 at 7. On “Atlas” is Payne’s series of hanging globes 

made from wire, old book covers and 
tracing paper.

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace



 Page 23

Arts & Entertainment

COMMUNITY TALK: PROSTATE CANCER

RSVP at: stanfordhospital.org/prostatehealth

or call 650.736.6555. This event is free and open 

to the public. Please register, seating is limited.

The Stanford Cancer Center invites you to a community 

talk about prostate cancer. Learn about:

 Prostate Cancer Screening and Watchful Waiting

 New Targeted Biopsy Techniques and Surgical 

Treatments for Prostate Cancer

 Prostate Implants (Brachytherapy) and other Radiation 

Treatments for Prostate Cancer

Stanford’s prostate cancer experts will share the latest 

information and answer your questions. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  9:30AM – 11:00AM  
Sheraton Palo Alto (Reception Room) 

625 El Camino Real  Palo Alto, CA 

Parking validated

Highly original
Heartfelt ‘In the Heights’ is a rare breed:  

a new musical not based on a movie
by Chad Jones

Nov. 9, a group discussion called 
“Cultivating Collaborations” will 
feature people from the art center 
and San Francisco State’s Fine 
Arts Gallery. “Bibiliophilia”-
themed art activities for kids are 
planned for Holiday Family Day 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Dec. 7.

Separately, Bay Area Book Art-
ists hosts the Book Arts Jam show 
and sale at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern 
Community Center at 1305 Mid-
dlefield Road on Oct. 19. Details 
are at bookartsjam.org. 

L i n -M a nu e l 
M i r a n d a’s 
“ In  t he 

Heights” is an exciting piece of 
musical theater for many reasons, 
not the least of which is that it 
feels absolutely contemporary 
and old-fashioned at the same 
time. Here’s a show that is a rare 
commodity in American musical 
theater these days: a wholly origi-
nal creation not based on a movie 
or an animated film. How utterly 
refreshing.

On Broadway in 2008, where 
it won Tony Awards for best mu-
sical and best score, the exuber-
ant musical was a glorious mess 
in that Miranda’s score, infusing 
hip-hop and rap with salsa, pop 
and sophisticated musical-theater 
sounds, was the star, along with 
the dazzling choreography and 
lovability of just about everyone 
on stage. The messiness stemmed 
primarily from the book by Qui-
ara Alegría Hudes, which tried to 
cram too many stories into an al-
ready overstuffed show and short-
changed character development in 
favor of sentimentality.

Pretty much all of that is true 
of the Palo Alto Players’ “In the 
Heights” now at the Lucie Stern 
Theatre. The best of Miranda’s 
work, from his clever lyrics to his 
deep wells of feeling for his char-
acters, is on full display, as is some 
lively choreography by Robyn 
Tribuzi. The cast is largely appeal-
ing and satisfying, with some ac-
tors straining to reach the heights 
Miranda has set for them.

Set in New York’s Washing-
ton Heights neighborhood with 
the George Washington Bridge 
visible in set designer Patrick 
Klein’s gritty, realistic set, the 
musical tells intertwining stories 
of friends and families who have 
complex relationships with each 
other and their neighborhood. 

One of the reasons “In the 
Heights” is more than just a 
pleasant song-and-dance fest is 
that Miranda and Hudes have a 
keen interest in exploring what 
it means to have roots in another 
country — for many in Washing-

ton Heights, that 
means Puerto Rico 
or the Dominican 

Republic — but to be living fully 
in this country. It’s no accident 
that the action of the story is set 
on and around the Fourth of July.

The narrator and ostensible 
main character is Usnavi De La 
Vega (Rudy Fuentes), a young 
man with a facility for rhyme 
and rhythm whose identity has 
been shaped by his neighborhood 
and by the bodega he inherited 
from his now-deceased parents. 
He runs the shop with his goofy 
friend Sonny (Brian Conway) and 
receives abundant moral support 
from Abuela Claudia (Linda Pic-
cone), not his real grandmother 
but essentially the woman who 
raised him.

Usnavi is in love with Vanessa 
(Jia Taylor), who works next door 
in the gossip-filled salon, but she 
seems to use him just to get her 
free cinnamon-spiced coffee ev-
ery morning. Vanessa is desperate 
to escape the barrio and is trying 
to make the big move to an apart-
ment downtown.

The one person who actually es-
caped the Heights is Nina (Alexa 
Ortega), who scored an impres-
sive scholarship to Stanford. Her 
parents (Dave Leon and Sasha 
Motalygo), who run a car service, 
burst with the pride at the men-
tion of her name, so it’s no wonder 
the recently returned Nina doesn’t 
want to break the news that she 
has dropped out of school.

As if Nina didn’t have drama to 
deal with, she also has to fall in 
love with Benny (Dimitri Woods), 
one of her father’s employees.

Throw in a blackout, an im-
promptu street party and the death 
of a major character and you’ve 
got a full two-and-a-half hours.

Director Alex Perez and his 
company do an impressive job 
of locating the heart of “In the 
Heights,” which is, not surpris-
ingly, a reassuring, even inspiring, 
sense of community and family. 
This is a special show because 
it doesn’t feel made by commit-
tee as so many musicals do these 

days. As a composer, Miranda 
is commendably unafraid of 
melody and showmanship, and 
you can feel the influence of 
“Rent” in his score as well as a 
Sondheim-tinged love for word 
play that name-drops Cole Porter 
and Duke Ellington in the first 
number and later rhymes brag-
gadocio with Pinocchio. Miranda 
also has the distinction of creating 
the most insidious musical-theater 
earworm of the last decade in the 
impossibly catchy ode to a frozen 
treat called “Piragua.”

Musical director Matthew Mat-
tei and his nine-piece orchestra 
capture the percussive energy 
of Miranda’s score, and some of 
the voices on display, especially 
among the women, are stunning 
in their ability to straddle the pop 
music and musical-theater styles 
the songs demand.

Some of the group numbers, like 
the opening “In the Heights” and 
“Carnaval Del Barrio,” showcase 
the sharp dancing of the ensem-
ble, while the abundant ballads, 
most notably Nina’s “Breathe” 

From left, Alexa Ortega, Brian Conway, Rudy Fuentes and Dimitri 
Woods. What: “In the Heights,” present-

ed by Palo Alto Players

Where: Lucie Stern Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

When: Through Sept. 29, with 
shows at 8 p.m. Thursday-Sat-
urday and 2:30 p.m. Sunday

Cost: Tickets are $19-$73.

Info: Go to paplayers.org or call 
650-329-0891.

Info: “Bibliophilia,” is at the Palo 
Alto Art Center at 1313 Newell 
Road from Sept. 21 through 
Dec. 1, with artist talks and 
activities. Open hours are Tues-
day through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (Thursdays until 
9 p.m.) and Sundays from 1 to 
5 p.m. Go to cityofpaloalto.org/
artcenter or call 650-329-2366.

‘Bibliophilia’and the company’s touching “Al-
abanza,” connect the show to an 
older tradition of musical theater 
where emotion and character de-
velopment trump popular sounds 
of the moment.

Ultimately, “In the Heights” is 
about what so many stories are 
about: connecting with destiny in-
stead of running from it or trying 
to force it in a certain direction. 
Like Dorothy in “The Wizard of 
Oz,” Usnavi and his cohorts have 
to decide where they belong and if 
it’s true that there’s no place like 
home. 
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1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Cucina Venti
Happy Hour

4-7 EVERY DAY!

Fettucine con le fave e prosciutto
Pasta with fresh fava beans and proscuitto

In a separate skillet: Lightly toast 
breadcrumbs in 1 T of butter and set 
aside Bring a large pot of water to a 
boil and add the fava beans; cook until 
tender and remove, saving the water 
for the pasta. Add salt to the water 
and bring back to a boil. Drop in pasta 
and cook to al dente. In a large skillet, 

add the olive oil and lightly brown the 
chopped onions; add the beans and bay 
leaf and season with salt and pepper. 
Lower the heat and add the prosciutto 
strips and stir. Stir in the pasta, add 
remaining butter to the pasta and 
beans, and toss to combine. Top with 
toasted bread crumbs and grated cheese

½ Fettucine pasta

½ lb fresh fava bean, 

shelled and peeled

2 garlic cloves peeled 

and thinly slices

1 bay leaf

1/8 lb prosciutto

¼ cup breadcrumbs

2 T butter

1/2 yellow onion, 

chopped

Extra virgin olive oil

Pinch of crushed red 

pepper fl akes

Salt and Pepper

½ cup grated pecorino 

cheese

Italians traditionally consider fava beans a symbol of good luck. So much 
so that some people always carry a fava bean or two with them as you 
would a rabbit’s foot. In Rome, on the fi rst of May, every year Roman 

families traditionally eat fresh fava beans with Pecorino Romano cheese 
during a daily excursion to the countryside. In California we are blessed 

with an abundance of fresh beans. The chefs at Cucina Venti have whipped 
up this fl avorful (and lucky) combination of fava and prosciutto just for 

you. Buon appetito from Chef Marco Salvi

VISIT CUCINAVENTI.COM 
FOR MORE DELICIOUS ITALIAN RECIPES

A n elderly gentleman with a 
walker entered Il Fornaio 
just before me late one 

morning. 
“You still serving breakfast?” 

the man inquired rather loudly of 
the receptionist.

“No, sir. Breakfast ended at 
10:30. We’re serving lunch now.”

“Okay, I’ll have lunch then, and 
I want to sit on the patio, please.” 

Il Fornaio has established a 
longtime comfort level with its 
customers in the 34 years it has 
been open in downtown Palo 
Alto’s Garden Court Hotel on 
Cowper Street. Like an old friend, 
it’s familiar and comfortable. Not 
that the food is antiquated in any 
way; it is fresh, vibrant, thor-
oughly modern and authentically 

Italian, prepared by chef-partner 
Luigi Mavica, a Sicily native.

The original Howard J. Back-
en design is classic. Other than 
behind-the-scenes kitchen up-
grades, the dining rooms, garden 
patio and open-kitchen concept 
have remained basically un-
changed, inviting and stylish 
since opening. 

Two weeks each month, Il For-
naio celebrates the cuisine of a 
different region of Italy, with 
supplemental menus for both 
food and wine. Festa Regionale 
offers constantly changing bills 
of fare, highlights the regional 
differences in Italian cuisine and 
delivers excellent values — more 
on that later. 

For starters, the capesante con 

Passing the test of time
Il Fornaio has offered classic Italian and regional 

deviations for three decades
by Dale F. Bentson

Bianco mangiare features almond custard topped with caramel sauce, toasted almonds and fresh berries.

Veal scaloppine is sauteed with baby artichokes and lemon and served with potatoes and vegetables.
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Saturday, September 28, 9 am - 3 pm

Register at Avenidas.org 
or call (650) 289-5435.

 Compassionate 
Communications

 End-of-Life Caregiving
 Legal services
 Coping with Cognitive 
Decline

 Managing hospital stays

Topics will include:

Avenidas presents the 10th Annual

Caregiver Conference
Path to Empowerment

$35 before 9/20, Lunch included

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

I T A L I A N

Cucina Venti 
254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 
www.cucinaventi.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 

explore restaurant menus, 

get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 

ShopMenloPark 

and ShopMountainView

P E N I N S U L A

powered by

riso di venere ($13.29) featured a 
succulent grilled sea scallop with 
a dash of cayenne on a black-rice 
salad of fennel, radicchio, pars-
ley and red-wine vinegar, all 
drizzled with basil olive oil and 
lemon dressing. The taste bal-
ance and visual harmony of the 
plate was appealing.

The Caprese salad ($11.79) 
was sliced tomatoes, fresh moz-
zarella and whole basil leaves 
sprinkled with basil-infused ol-
ive oil. Nothing wrong with the 
attractive plate, but I expected 
better tomatoes as it was the 
peak of heirloom tomato season. 
In this instance, it seemed the 
kitchen sacrificed palatability 
for a pretty presentation.

Il Fornaio offers a half-dozen 
pizzas. I liked the vegetariana 
($14.59) with mozzarella, to-
mato sauce, artichokes, zuc-
chini, eggplant, sliced tomatoes, 
mushrooms and fresh basil. Just 
enough ingredients to make it 
tasty without overload. The just-
right crust was semi soft, pliable 
and chewy.   

Pasta? Of course. A half-doz-
en, dry, house-made options plus 
lasagna, cannelloni and specials. 
Ravioli magro ($12.99) was 
filled with rainbow chard, kale, 
onions, pine nuts and pecorino 
cheese, and tossed with sauteed 
artichokes, white wine, tomatoes 
and parsley. The ravioli were 
plump and mouthwatering, the 
toppings more than ample. As 
artistic as it was tasty.

The special vegetarian tortel-
loni ($18.59) were appealingly 
plump house-made pasta pockets 
filled with red beets, ricotta and 
pecorino cheeses, and topped 
with silky sage cream sauce 
sprinkled with poppy seeds.

For main courses, the mixed 
fish grill ($25.99) of salmon, pe-
trale, prawn, sea scallop and cal-
amari with lemon parsley sauce 
was an enormous plate of sea-
food. Add to that grilled polenta 
and sauteed seasonal vegetables, 
and it was more than any diner 
could have hoped for. The plate 
was zesty and fresh and the fish 
perfectly prepared. 

Veal scaloppine ($24.99) did 
not disappoint. Three not too 
thinly sliced pieces of fork-ten-
der veal had been sauteed with 
fresh baby artichokes and lemon, 
then served with roasted Yukon 
Gold potatoes and a medley of 
seasonal vegetables — quintes-
sentially Italian.

As mentioned earlier, Festa 
Regionale offers excellent value. 
During this review time, “Taste 
of Veneto” was featured. On 
that menu we tried the capesante 
($13.29), the tortelloni ($18.59) 
and the mixed fish grill ($25.99). 
That added up to $57.87 but was 
priced at $31.99. That’s a deal. 
The Veneto menu offered a choice 
of four antipasti, three pastas and 
three main dishes. 

As for desserts, the crema dop-
pio ($7.99) was a fennel-infused 
custard with chocolate mousse 
and caramelized sugar topping. 
A chocolate-covered creme bru-
lee by another definition. It was 
delicious but a bit overwhelming 

after a big dinner.
More to my taste was the bian-

co mangiare ($7.99), an almond 
custard topped with caramel 
sauce, toasted almonds and fresh 
berries. In essence, a delicate 
panna cotta topped with toasted 
almond slivers, fruit on the side. 
A perfect conclusion.

Steve Boyden, longtime Il 
Fornaio managing partner, has 
covered all the bases. Besides 
the regular and Festa Region-
ale menus, there are a children’s 
menu, a gluten-free menu and 
banquet menus, and every dish on 
the menu lists its calorie content.

The wine list is not overwhelm-
ing, quantity wise or pricewise, 
and selections complement the 
food. There are many drink-
able wines in the $35-$75 range. 
Naturally, Italian and California 
wines dominate the list.

Few restaurants survive three 
decades and many that do have 
a fierce and loyal clientele who 
never want the menu changed. Il 
Fornaio has preserved its classic 
dishes while infusing new and 
intriguing options each month. 
It’s a great formula. 

Freshly made fettucine hangs to dry in Il Fornaio’s open kitchen.

Il Fornaio, 520 Cowper St., 
Palo Alto; 650-353-3888
ilfornaio.com

Hours: Breakfast: Weekdays 
7-10:30 a.m.; Sat.-Sun. 8-11 
a.m. Brunch: Sat.-Sun. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch & dinner: 
Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; 
Sun. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Corkage: $15 unlimited

facilities

Cleanliness:
excellent

M
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Movies
Prisoners 

1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) A dazzling array of A-

list talent in front of and behind the camera boosts 
expectations that -Denis Villeneuve’s crime thrill-
er “Prisoners” will deliver the goods. But actors — 
including Hugh Jackman, Jake Gyllenhaal, Viola 
Davis, Maria Bello, Terrence Howard, Melissa 
Leo and Paul Dano — cannot elevate the screen-
play by Aaron Guzikowski (“Contraband”) into 
a work of moral complexity and white-knuckle 
tension.

The saying “If it’s not on the page, it’s not on 
the stage” almost always holds true. And in this 
case, the Canadian director of the art-house hit 
“Incendies” helms a revenge drama characterized 
by the familiar tropes and twists of a television 
police procedural. 

Kidnapped children, devastated and frantic par-
ents, a cool-headed detective and creepy suspects 
are core conventions. Keller Dover (Jackman) be-
lieves in praying for the best and preparing for the 
worst. Living in a sleepy Pennsylvania town, the 
loving father trains his family in survival skills. 
Dover ensures his wife (Bello), teenage son (Dy-
lan Minnette) and daughter (Erin Gerasimovich) 
that he can protect them from anything. One fate-
ful Thanksgiving proves him wrong.

The icy blues of the stark landscape captured 
by cinematographer Roger Deakins (“Fargo” and 
“No Country for Old Men”) dominate the film’s 
palette, visually expressing the horrifying chill 

that will soon fill the lives of the Dovers and the 
neighborhood friends (Howard and Davis) with 
whom they spend Thanksgiving. Their two young 
daughters (Gerasimovich and Zoe Borde) go out-
side and disappear. 

Rescuing the girls, while days tick by on the cal-
endar, drives the plot. The capable Detective Loki 
(Gyllenhaal) heads a methodical investigation 
that frustrates and pushes Dover over the edge. A 
suspicious van driven by loner Alex Jones (Paul 
Dano) had been spotted in the neighborhood. Al-
though taken into police custody, Jones is released 
for lack of evidence. Two unsettling incidents 
between the increasingly volatile Dover and the 
mentally impaired Jones lead to the abduction and 
violent interrogation of the suspect. 

Are vigilante actions justifiable? Is it moral for 
an emotionally tortured person to cross the line 
and become a torturer? What about the complic-
ity of others? And what if the suspect is innocent? 
The film promisingly raises provocative issues but 
fails to develop them in a meaningful way. 

To Villeneuve’s credit, he does not rush the 
pace of the drama, which Jackman and Gyllen-
haal shoulder. Whereas Jackman transforms from 
a good Christian family man into a raging Wol-
verine, Gyllenhaal’s inner emotions subtly surface 
through a nervous tic. Howard’s character is woe-
fully underwritten, and only the suspect’s aunt 
(Melissa Leo) emerges as a confident female. All 
the actors do an exceptional job with the material 
given to them.

Ultimately, the film becomes a prisoner of the 
screenplay — locked into muddled messages and 
plot contrivances telegraphed to the media-liter-
ate viewer — with a sentence that runs much too 
long. 

 
Rated R for language, disturbing violent content 

and torture. Two hours, 33 minutes.  

— Susan Tavernetti

Alec 
Baldwin

Cate 
Blanchett

Louis 
C.K.

Bobby 
Cannavale

Andrew 
Dice Clay

Sally 
Hawkins

Peter 
Sarsgaard

Michael 
Stuhlbarg

Written and Directed by Woody Allen

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.BLUEJASMINEFILM.COM

“Grade A. Powerful and Enthralling.”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

(Highest Rating)

CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN 
SAN MATEO
320 E. 2nd Ave, (800) FANDANGO

CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN 
REDWOOD CITY 
825 Middlefield Rd, (800) FANDANGO

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 
(800) FANDANGO

Filmed in San Francisco

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Friday and Saturday 9/20 – 9/21 
Blue Jasmine – 1:00,  2:15,  3:30,  

4:45,  6:00,  7:15,  8:30,  9:45

Sunday thru Thurs 9/22 – 9/26  
Blue Jasmine – 1:00,  2:15,  3:30,  

4:45,  6:00,  7:15,  8:30

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS  
CHANNEL 26

                              **********************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.   

THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL  
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

 http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING –  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23,  2013  -  6:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION
1. SEIU Negotiations
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY
2.  Presentation by Santa Clara County District Attorney Jeff Rosen  
CONSENT CALENDAR
3.  Approval for the City Manager to Purchase a Police Records 

Management System (RMS), and Field-based Reporting Applications 
in Partnership With the Cities of Mountain View and Los Altos for 
Palo Alto’s Participation in the Tri-Cities CAD and RMS “Virtual 
Consolidation” Project and related Budget Amendment Ordinance in 
the Amount of $100,000 in Contingency Funding from the Information 
Technology Internal Service Fund 

4.  Approval of Crescent Park Parking Permit Program
5.  Council Appointed Officers Committee Recommendation of 

Appointment of  Acting City Auditor
6.  Reauthorization to Engage in a Non-Binding "Smart Cities Alliance 

Agreement" with the City of Heidelberg, Germany, and Direction on 
Exploring Future "Smart City" Alliance 

ACTION ITEMS
7.  Colleague’s Memo Berman, Holman, Price, Shepherd re: Building Code 

and Stalled Construction
8.  Colleague’s Memo from Mayor Scharff, Vice Mayor Shepherd, and 

Council Member Price Regarding Electric Vehicles
9.  City of Palo Alto’s Response to the 2012-2013 Santa Clara County 

Civil Grand Jury Report  on Law Enforcement Public Complaint 
Procedures 

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Council Appointed Officer’s Committee will meet on September 24, 
2013 at 3:00 PM in closed session.

Jake Gyllenhaal and Hugh Jackman.

The following is a sampling of 
movies recently reviewed in 
the Weekly. For a full list, go to 
PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Blue Jasmine 
“I want the past past,” says Jasmine. 
Fat chance. The haunted protagonist of 
“Blue Jasmine,” played by Cate Blanch-
ett, can’t forget her bygone bliss and 
the horrifying loss of it. A Park Avenue 
socialite, Jasmine has lost it all and 
landed on the San Franciscan doorstep 
of her working-class sister Ginger (Sally 
Hawkins), a good soul tested by her 
long-absent sibling’s demands. Jas-
mine and Ginger were both adoptive 
sisters, but when Jasmine made her 
social-clambering escape, she never 
looked back, becoming accustomed 
not only to a certain lifestyle but to a 
fabulous selfishness, insulated by willful 
obliviousness. Certainly, “Blue Jasmine” 
is Allen’s riff on “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” an impression only helped along 
by the casting of Blanchett, who played 
Blanche DuBois in an acclaimed 2009 
production. Blanchett is a force of nature 
as Jasmine: the beating heart that keeps 
the schematic picture alive and kicking, 
and a shoo-in for an Oscar nomination. 
Though “Blue Jasmine” is more a drama 
than a comedy, Blanchett’s comic brio, 
in Jasmine’s blithely imperious man-
ner, magically complements her mental 
fragility and self-defeating desperation. 
Rated PG-13 for mature thematic mate-
rial, language and sexual content. One 
hour, 38 minutes.  — P.C. (Reviewed 
Aug. 2, 2013)
Riddick 1/2
When the new film opens, Furyan war-
rior, ex-convict and part-time king Rich-
ard B. Riddick has been left for dead 
on a desolate planet populated only by 
deadly beasts. As he puts it in growly, 
gravely voice-over: “There are bad days, 
and there are legendary bad days. 
This is shaping up to be one of those.” 
The last hour firms up a hate-triangle 
(the manly-movie answer to romantic 

comedies’ love triangles) comprising 
Riddick, a group of purely mercenary 
bounty hunters (headed up by Jordi 
Molla and including WWE vet Dave Bau-
tista) and a more professional team with 
a murkier motivation that connects this 
film to “Pitch Black” (led by Matt Nable 
and including Katee Sackhoff, Bokeem 
Woodbine and Nolan Gerard Funk). 
It’s 11-against-one, and Riddick likes 
those odds. Rated R for strong violence, 
language and some sexual content/
nudity. One hour, 59 minutes.   — P.C. 
(Reviewed Sept. 6, 2013)
Short Term 12 1/2
Writer-director Destin Cretton bears 
witness to the agony and the ecstasy of 
foster care in “Short Term 12,” a fiction 
film inspired by his own experiences 
working in a group home.
Expanding from material Cretton first 
explored in a short film, “Short Term 12” 
shows a canny ability to convey the rou-
tines of a foster-care facility — including 
the routine of surprise — and the variety 
of personalities brought together there. 
The film takes the perspective of staff 
members, principally Grace (Brie Lar-
son of “The United States of Tara”) and 
her co-worker/boyfriend Mason (John 
Gallagher Jr. of “The Newsroom”). The 
“under-18s” make for vivid characters, 
even when functioning as foils for imper-
fect hero Grace. As Marcus, a boy about 
to “age out” of the system, Keith Stanfield 
captures the apprehension and anger at-
tendant to facing an indifferent world after 
the relative warmth of the “Short Term 12” 
cocoon; in a gently observed scene, Mar-
cus shares with Grace a song that ex-
presses his hurt, and Stanfield sticks the 
landing. But the pivotal foster kid is 15-
year-old Jayden (Kaitlyn Dever, also emo-
tionally resonant), who appears to be the 
victim of domestic abuse, contends with 
her feelings by cutting, and brings up all 
of Grace’s issues. Rated R for language 
and brief sexuality. One hour, 37 minutes.  
— P.C. (Reviewed Sept. 13, 2013)

Support Palo 
Alto Weekly’s 

coverage of our 
community.

Memberships begin at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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Battle of the Year (PG-13) Century 16: 11:25 a.m. & 5:05, 10:25 p.m. In 3D 2:05, 7:50 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:40 a.m. & 4:50 p.m. In 3D 2:15, 7:35, 10:15 p.m.   

Blue Jasmine (PG-13)  Century 20: 11:35 a.m. & 2, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20 p.m.   
Palo Alto Square: 1, 2:15, 3:30, 4:45, 6, 7:15, 8:30 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 9:45 p.m.   

Casablanca (1942) (Not Rated) Stanford Theatre: Fri 3:45, 7:30 p.m. Sat 3:45, 7:30 p.m. Sun 3:45, 7:30 p.m.    

Despicable Me 2 (PG)  Century 20: 11:25 a.m. & 1:50, 4:20, 7, 9:30 p.m.   

Elysium (R) 1/2 Century 16: 10:40 a.m. & 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 9:50 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:45 a.m. & 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:10 p.m.   

The Family (R)  Century 16: 10:35 a.m. & 12:05, 1:15, 2:50, 4:05, 5:30, 7:05, 8:45, 10:05 p.m.   

Fight Club (R)  Century 16: Sun 2 p.m.    Century 20: Fri 2 p.m. Sat 2 p.m. Sun 2 p.m.    

The Grandmaster (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 10:15 p.m.   Century 20: 10 p.m.   

In a World... (R) Aquarius Theatre: 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10:15 p.m.   

Insidious: Chapter 2 (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:45 a.m. & 2:15, 4:55, 8, 10:30 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:45 a.m. & 1:05, 2:30, 3:40, 5:05, 6:25, 7:45, 9, 10:30 p.m.   

Instructions Not Included (PG-13)  Century 16: 10:30 a.m. & 1:20, 4:25, 7:25, 10:20 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:20 a.m. & 2:10, 5, 8, 10:45 p.m.   

Jobs (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: noon & 3:15, 6:50, 9:55 p.m.   

Lee Daniels’ The Butler (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 11:55 a.m. & 3:30, 7, 10 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 2:25, 5:25, 7, 8:25 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 12:45, 3:55 p.m.   

The Maltese Falcon (1941) (Not Rated)  Stanford Theatre: Fri 5:40, 9:25 p.m. Sat 5:40, 9:25 p.m. Sun 5:40, 9:25 p.m.    

Monsters University (G) 1/2 Century 16: 10:50 a.m. & 1:25, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 p.m.   

One Direction: This Is Us (PG) Century 20: 11:25 a.m. In 3D 1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50 p.m.   

Percy Jackson 2: Sea of Monsters (PG) 1/2 Century 20: 2:25, 7:20 p.m. In 3D 11:50 a.m. & 4:55, 9:55 p.m.   

Planes (PG)  Century 16: 1:50, 4:15, 9:35 p.m. In 3D 11:20 a.m. & 6:55 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 3:45, 8:15 p.m. In 3D 1:30, 6, 10:35 p.m.   

Prisoners (R)  1/2 Century 16: 10:30 a.m. & 12:15, 2, 3:45, 5:25, 7:10, 9, 10:30 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:55 a.m. & 3:25, 6:50, 10:15 p.m. In XD 1:25, 5, 8:30 p.m.   

Riddick (R) 1/2 Century 16: 10:25 a.m. & 1:10, 3:55, 7:20, 10:05 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:30 a.m. & 2:20, 5:10, 7:55, 10:40 p.m.   

Salinger (PG-13) Aquarius Theatre: 2, 4:30, 7, 9:55 p.m.   

Short Term 12 (R) 1/2 Guild Theatre: 2:30, 5, 7:30, 9:55 p.m.   

The Spectacular Now (R) 1/2 Century 20: 12:30, 3:10, 5:45, 8:10, 10:35 p.m.   

Thanks For Sharing (R) Century 16: 11 a.m. & 1:40, 4:35, 7:30, 10:10 p.m.   

We’re the Millers (R) 1/2 Century 16: 11:10 a.m. & 5, 7:40 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 2:20 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:30 a.m. & 2:30, 5:05, 7:40, 10:30 p.m.   

The World’s End (R) 1/2 Century 16: 11:05 a.m. & 1:55, 4:30, 7:35, 10:15 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:35 a.m. & 2:10, 4:45, 7:30, 10:20 p.m.

All showtimes are for Friday – Sunday only unless otherwise noted. 
For other times, reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

           

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information about films playing, go to 
PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

8:30 A.M., Thursday, October 3, 2013 Palo Alto Council 
Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.  
Go to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to 
review filed documents; contact Diana Tamale for information 
regarding business hours at 650.329.2144.

180 El Camino Real [180 El Camino Real]:  Request by 
Simon Properties, on behalf of the Leland Stanford Junior 
University, for a Preliminary Architectural Review of phased 
construction at the Stanford Shopping Center of four 
new retail buildings (replacing 133,580 square feet) and 
the renovation of five existing storefronts and associated 
landscape improvements in the CC Zoning District.

Amy French 
Chief Planning Official

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities.  To request an accommodation for this meeting 
or an alternative format for any related printed materials, 
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 
(voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto 

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

FIFTY-EIGHTH SEASON
2013-14 JOSÉ LUIS MOSCOVICH

GENERAL DIRECTOR

BOX OFFICE  650.424.9999
Tickets online WBOpera.org

TOSCA
Giacomo Puccini

October 11, 13, 19 & 20, 2013
Lucie Stern Theatre -1305 Middlefi eld Road - Palo Alto

Made possible in part by e illia  and lora e le   o nda  on
e nn and ordon e  y o nda  on and ili on alley reates

S. Stofferahn, P. Skinner, D. Gustafson
C. King, W. O’Neill, N. Hart, M. Pierce 
J.L. Moscovich-conductor, R. Harrell-director

FREE Preview with Piano, Oct. 3, 8 pm - Avenidas - 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto

 O P E R A   
  W

ES
T   BAY  

oto  ta  p

Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
Do you feel the need to check and re-check  

things over and over?

Do you have the same thoughts constantly?

Do you feel a very strong need to perform certain rituals 

repeatedly and feel like you have no control over  

what you are doing?

If so, you may qualify to participate in an 

investigational medication research study.

Volunteers may be eligible to participate in the study if they are:

Eligible participants will receive study related procedures and 

study medication at no charge.

They will also be compensated for travel to each completed 

study visit.

OCD Research Program
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.  

Stanford University

To inquire about participating contact:  

Sweta Patnaik email: sweta@stanford.edu or call at 650-736-6748

For general information about participant rights  

contact 1-866-680-2906

SHORT TERM 12

“A WONDER. EXCEPTIONAL, 
MOVING AND INTIMATE. 

Honestly earns every bit of
 its emotional impact.”

–Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 

DON’T MISS
ONE OF THE YEAR’S
 BEST FILMS*

Los Angeles Daily News

CAMERA 7
PRUNEYARD SHOPPING
CENTER - 1875 
S. BASCOM AVE
(408) 559-6900
CAMPBELL

LANDMARK THEATRES GUILD
949 EL CAMINO REAL (650) 266-9260 MENLO PARK

CINEMARK
CINÉARTS @ 
SANTANA ROW
3088 OLSEN DRIVE
1-800-FANDANGO 983#
SAN JOSE
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We believe you deserve the right doctor. That’s why doctors 

at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation, part of Sutter Health, 

make you their No. 1 priority, whether it’s in person or 

online. It’s one more way we plus you.

During open enrollment, make sure you choose a health 

plan that gives you access to Palo Alto Medical Foundation 

doctors.

1-888-398-5677

TheDoctorForYou.com/PAMF
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George Packer offers 
vivid snapshots of a 

changing nation
by Gennady Sheyner

“The Unwinding” by George 
Packer; Farrar, Straus and Gir-
oux, New York; 434 pages; $27

T here’s no sign of Normal 
Rockwell in George Packer’s 
America: no turkeys carved, 

no carols sung, no smiling dads 
or sizzling logs. Instead, Packer’s 
new book, “The Unwinding,” 
gives us tales of abandoned fac-
tories, broken families, Beltway 
lobbyists, wilting Florida subdivi-
sions and blue-collar Americans 
struggling to keep their heads 
above the quicksands of poverty, 
bankruptcy and crime.

Packer, a Gunn High gradu-
ate and veteran writer for The 
New Yorker, has a sharp eye for 
crumbling institutions. In “The 
Assassin’s Gate,” his nuanced 
2005 collection of dispatches 
from Iraq, he illustrates Ameri-
ca’s misadventure in Mesopota-

mia by chronicling the stories of 
soldiers, bureaucrats and regular 
Iraqis. Other Packer stories took 
us to Sierra Leone, Egypt and the 
Ivory Coast.

In his new book, Packer demon-
strates that you don’t need a pass-
port to chronicle misery, poverty, 
destruction and resilience. The 
book’s title refers to the whittling 
away of long-standing American 
institutions, a phenomenon that in 
Packer’s account begins at around 
1980, when union jobs began to 
fade away. If you were born after 
1960, he writes, “you have spent 
your adult life in the vertigo of 
that unwinding. You watched 
structures that had been in place 
before your birth collapse like pil-
lars of salt across the vast visible 
landscape.”

“When the norms that made 
the old institutions useful began 
to unwind, and the leaders aban-
doned their posts, the Roosevelt 
Republic that had reigned for 
almost half a century came un-
done,” Packer writes in the pro-
logue. “The void was filled by the 

default force in American life, 
organized money.”

The phenomenon isn’t all bad. 
The unwinding shakes things up 
but it also brings freedom, “more 
than the world has ever granted, 
and to more kinds of people than 
ever before.” It also raises the 
stakes. Winners “win bigger than 
ever, floating away like bloated 
dirigibles, and losers have a long 
way to fall before they hit bottom, 
and sometimes they never do.”

No one illustrates the dark side 
of “unwinding” better than Tam-
my Thomas, a factory worker 
from Youngstown. In the early 
1980s, as one steel mill after an-
other shuts its doors, her home-
town becomes one of the first to 
go through now familiar phases 
of post-industrial decay: white 
flight, gang takeover, drugs, vio-
lence and poverty.

Nothing comes easy for Thom-
as. As a child, she is embarrassed 
to invite friends to her grandma’s 
house, where she is staying, be-
cause thieves have stolen the front 
door. At 15, she has her first baby 

(two more quickly follow). After 
high school, she gets her first job 
as a factory worker at Packard, 
making electrical components for 
General Electric on an assembly 
line. The wages are meager but 
they suffice, even if the work 
“beat(s) you down.” Her friends 
and relatives get gunned down. 
Her mother is a crack addict. She 
moves to safer neighborhoods 
just before they cease to be safer 
neighborhoods. We follow Thom-
as as she develops asthma from 
dipping copper wires into melted 
lead and ends up with “Packard 
hands” (what we now call carpal 
tunnel syndrome) that were so 
painful they woke her up at night 
years after she stopped working.

After her company gets sold 
and rebranded in 2009, Thomas 
accepts a buyout, turns to politi-
cal activism and has her “I’m not 
going to take this anymore” mo-
ment. Writes Packer:

“She thought about being forced 
to retire from Packard, and the 
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A monthly section on local books and authors

Book 
Talk

AUTHOR AUTHOR ... Upcoming 
authors at Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park, include 
David. M. Kennedy, “The Modern 
American Military” (Sept. 24, 7:30 
p.m.); Nick Taylor “Father Juni-
pero’s Confessor” (Sept. 25, 7:30 
p.m.); Story time with Sue Fliess 
“Robots, Robots Everywhere” 
(Sept. 26, 10:30 a.m.); Jennifer 
duBois “Cartwheel” (Oct. 2, 7:30 
p.m.); and Katy Butler “Knocking 
on Heaven’s Door: The Path to a 
Better Way of Death” (Oct. 3, 7:30 
p.m.). Information: www.keplers.
com

MORE BOOKS ... Books Inc. in 
Town & Country Village, Palo 
Alto, will host Evan Thomas, 
“Ike’s Bluff: President Eisen-
hower’s Secret Battle to Save the 
World” (Oct. 3, 7 p.m.); and Ellen 
Kirschman,”Burying Ben” (Oct. 
9, 7 p.m.); and at 301 Castro St., 
Mountain View, will host Anthony 
Francis, who will lead a panel in 
discussing the anthology “Door-
ways to Extra Time” (Sept. 26, 7 
p.m.); Clive Thompson , “Smarter 
Than You Think: How Technol-
ogy is Changing Our Minds for 
the Better”  (Oct. 2, 7 p.m.); Eric 
Schlosser , “Command and Con-
trol: Nuclear Weapons, the Da-
mascus Accident, and  the Illusion 
of Safety”  (Oct. 3, 7 p.m.); and 
Indu Sundaresan , “The Mountain 
of Light”  (Oct. 7, 7 p.m.). Informa-
tion: www.booksinc.net

OF MICE AND CLIMATE ... Stan-
ford resident Prudence Breitrose, 
whose first book, “Mousenet,” be-
came a hit after she published it at 
the age of 77, is now preparing to 
launch its sequel, “Mousemobile.” 
The new book, which pits brainy 
mice against climate-change de-
niers, targets children ages 8 to 
12. It is due out Oct. 1. A launch 
party will be held at 7 p.m. on Oct. 
15, at Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park.

CHEW THE FAT ... Cynthia Magg, 
Woodside resident and founder of 
TranscendingMindset.com, “an or-
ganization which empowers peo-
ple to overcome internal barriers 
to success,” has now set her mind 
to helping people lose weight. 
Magg’s book offers “30 bite-sized, 
food for thought word-triggers that 
offer a new approach to weight 
loss,” according to her book blurb.  
She will host a talk about the new 
book, “Getting to the Heart of the 
Platter: 30 Words to Weigh Less” 
at 3 p.m., on Oct. 19, at Noxcuses 
Fitness, 2741 Middlefield Road, 
Suite 102, Palo Alto. Cost is $25 
and includes a copy of the book. 
Information: theweightlossbook.
com/noxcuses 

Items for Book Talk may be 
sent to Associate Editor Carol 
Blitzer, Palo Alto Weekly, 
P.O Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 
93202 or emailed to cblitzer@
paweekly.com by the last Fri-
day of the month.

George Packer, author of “The Unwinding”

A  R E Q U I E M  F O R  T H E  
A M E R I C A N  D R E A M
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Serving Fine Chinese Cuisine

in Palo Alto since 1956

Ming’s Chinese Cuisine and Bar
1700 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 

tel 650.856.7700 / fax 650.855.9479 / www.mings.com

We have daily dim sum service from 11am-2pm. We also offer 
tasty vegetarian and vegan dishes. In our Bar we have happy 
hours from 3pm to 6pm / Mon-Fri. Book now for our private 
rooms and banquet facilities. And don’t forget about our 
take out and delivery. In addition to all this, we’re open 
365 Days / 11am-9:30pm and parking is never a problem.

A Great Place for Get-togethers
Happy Hour  Catering  Gift Certifi cates
Private Dining  Meeting  Banquet Rooms

[Chopsticks Always Optional]

“Voted Best Dim Sum in Silicon Valley”
– Metro’s best of Silicon Valley 2013

2 0 1 3

CEO, and upper-level staff get-
ting their bonuses while leaving 
all these people without jobs, 
decimating a community, and 
some of the banks getting bailed 
out with her tax dollars, and she 
still couldn’t 
get a loan from 
them while she 
had to pay her 
mortgage every 
month. ‘That 
makes me want 
to say, ‘What the 
F? It’s the injus-
tice of it.’”

Thomas is one 
of many charac-
ters in Packer’s 
book to chan-
nel populist 
rage against the 
American ma-
chine, a senti-
ment that hits 
its highest note 
in Packer’s brilliantly reported 
chapter on Occupy Wall Street, 
which was adapted from his New 
Yorker story and is one of the 
book’s highlights.

But things get dicier when we get 
to some of other main characters in 
Packer’s book. Jeff Connaughton’s 
story, if anything, runs counter to 
the book’s central message.

As a youngster, this political 
idealist with the “lifelong infe-
riority complex that’s bred into 
boys of Alabama” becomes infat-
uated by a charismatic politician 
named Joseph Biden. He spends a 
few years in investment banking 
before joining Biden’s campaign, 
where he takes on the thankless 
role of a fundraiser. He becomes, 
in D.C. parlance, a “Biden guy” 
and learns all about D.C.’s in-
cestuous revolving-door culture, 
where who you know is the key 
to power, respect and recognition. 
Years later, Connaughton joins the 
lobbying giant Quinn Gillespie 
and officially becomes a card-
carrying member of “the class 
of Washingtonians — lobbyists, 
lawyers, advisers, consultants, 
pundits, consiglieres, fixers — 
who shuttled between the shower 
of corporate cash ever falling 
on the capital and a series of in-
creasingly prominent positions in 
Democratic Party politics.”

Packer’s writing is never dull, 
even if the substance sometimes 
feels familiar. You don’t need to 
watch “House of Cards” or read 
Mark Leibovich’s much-hyped 
Beltway expose, “This Town,” 
to know about D.C.’s dirty mix 
of money and power. This isn’t 
news. Packer starts his book in 
1978, but the time frame for this 
“unwinding” feels almost arbi-
trary. His point about “organized 
money” filling the void doubtless-
ly would’ve been just as valid half 
a century ago, if not earlier. “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” after 
all came out in 1939, nearly two 
decades after the Teapot Dome 
scandal rocked the Harding ad-
ministration. In fact, if there is 
one thing apparent to anyone who 
watches CNN or reads the paper 
it’s just how resilient the nation’s 

political structures are, for better 
or worse. 

For this reason, the entire idea 
that America is undergoing an 
“unwinding” feels less like a real 
argument and more like a device 
meant to staple the disparate sto-
ries together. Packer’s assertion 

that Americans 
are now “alone on 
a landscape with-
out solid struc-
tures” is rarely 
supported by the 
book’s own evi-
dence. When her 
union life col-
lapses, Tammy 
Thomas becomes 
a community or-
ganizer, effec-
tively exchang-
ing one structure 
for another. Dean 
Price, a biofuel 
pioneer who gets 
intoxicated by 
Napoleon Hill’s 

“Think and Grow Rich” dic-
tums, is a lone wolf, but mostly 
by choice. Even when Price hits 
rock bottom — when his business 
partners reject him, the legislature 
he is banking on fizzles and his 
debts mount — there remains the 
hope that through the bankruptcy 
process (another stable American 
institution) he will find a fresh 
start. As for Connaughton, if he is 
is “alone,” then so is everyone else 
in his “class of Washingtonians.”

Packer is at the top of his game 
when writing about the exuberance 
of Bay Area’s start-up culture. He 
revisits Silicon Valley and gives us 
an expanded version of Packer’s 
New Yorker profile of Peter Thiel, 
the quirky, libertarian “disrup-
tor” for whom the unwinding is a 
chance to shine. Writes Packer,

“He believed in striking out into 
the void alone, inventing oneself 
out of ambitious, talent, and ab-
stractions — so the unwinding 
allowed him to thrive. But he also 
stood at the center of a tight-knit 
group of friends, almost all men, 
most of them young, like-minded 
Silicon Valley successes who 
had gotten rich around the same 
time.”

So what does this libertarian 
champion of individuality and 
nonconformity do once he makes 
his billions off Facebook, PayPal 
and Palantir? Naturally, like ev-
ery other champion of individual-
ity and nonconformity, he begins 
to “live the life of a Silicon Val-
ley billionaire.” He hires  “two 
blond, black-clad female assis-
tants, a white-coated butler, and a 
cook, who prepared a daily health 
drink of celery, beets, kale and 
ginger.” He buys a Ferrari, flies 
in private jets and throws parties 
in his lavish mansion. Needless 
to say, Thiel came to work in a 
T-Shirt — the official uniform of 
champions of individuality and 
nonconformity. His venture firm, 
Clarium, develops a reputation “of 
a Thiel cult, staffed by young lib-
ertarian brains who were in awe 
of their boss, emulating his work 
habits, chess playing, and aversion 
to sports.” 

A “cult” of “libertarians” may 

sound like the ultimate contra-
diction to a reader who hasn’t 
encountered an Ayn Rand fan 
lately. In Thiel’s case, it’s just 
one of many. Take, for example, 
the Thiel Fellowship, which pays 
bright students $100,000 to forgo 
college for two years in favor of 
pursuing their own ideas. Accord-
ing to the book, Peter Thiel start-
ed the fund because he “disliked 
the whole idea of using college to 
find an intellectual focus.”

“Majoring in the humanities 
struck him as particularly unwise, 
since it so often led to the default 
choice of law school. The academ-
ic sciences were nearly as dubious 
— timid and narrow, driven by 
turf battles rather than the quest 
for breakthroughs. Above all, a 
college education taught nothing 
about entrepreneurship,” Packer 
writes.

This idea is a dubious one, even 
if we set aside the fact that Thiel 
himself had spent seven years at 
Stanford and had graduated from 
Stanford Law School. Thiel’s as-
sertion that college education 
teaches nothing about entrepre-
neurship may come as a surprise 
to the Larry Pages and Sergei 
Brins of the world, whose entre-
preneurship skills remained in-
tact even despite(!) Stanford. Nor 
is it clear that a humanities major 
is as worthless as Thiel claims. 
A student who spends her days 
reading Aristotle and Kant may 
never build the perfect drone, but 
she might be better equipped than 
Thiel when it comes to knowing 
when to use it. And while a hu-
manities major may not lead a 
student to the Promised Land of 
white-coated butlers and kale-
and-ginger shakes, it just might 
protect her from the type of dem-
agoguery espoused by Thiel and 
his past and present heroes, Ayn 
Rand and Ron Paul. 

It would have been nice to see 
someone like Packer engage — 
perhaps even challenge — Thiel’s 
ideas rather than simply lay them 
out. But that is not the function 
of “Unwinding.” This book is 
about narratives, not arguments. 
It’s about showing us scenes from 
today’s America and letting us 
jump to our own conclusions. De-
spite a populist undertone, Packer 
shies away from directly articu-
lating any Thomas Friedman-like 
theory or seriously engaging the 
argument he makes in his pro-
logue and title. Rather, Packer is 
an observer and a reporter and 
Thiel is just another colorful frag-
ment in his vivid kaleidoscope of 
America. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

In his new book, 
Packer demonstrates 
that you don’t need a 
passport to chronicle 
misery, poverty, 
destruction and 
resilience.
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M ountain View resident Patricia Zeider chose 
to attend Cal State University Monterey Bay 
for its location — just far enough from home 

that her mother couldn’t check in on her, just close 
enough that she could come home on weekends. She 
took out loans to pay for a nicer off-campus apart-
ment as well as a semester studying abroad in South 
Korea. 

She was interested in cultural anthropology and 
planned to teach English to adults. She graduated in 
May of last year with about $28,000 in debt. She’s 
now sleeping on a futon in her mother’s mobile 
home and working 12-hour days at Starbucks and 
the Mountain View Public Library to make her loan 
payments.

Cinthya Vieyra, a first-generation college student 
from Redwood City, never imagined going anywhere 
for higher education except a local community col-
lege. But she got into Notre Dame de Namur in Bel-
mont and worked two jobs and took out federal loans 
to cover the $45,000-per-year cost of tuition, room 
and board. Focused solely on getting an education, 
she didn’t worry about how much it would cost her 
later on, she said.

Rand DeCastro, a 36-year-old web designer from 
Guam who works at a startup in Palo Alto, is work-
ing to pay off the $148,000 he accumulated during a 
two-year art program at The Art Institute of Seattle. 
He now pays about $700 per month in loans, which 
does not include his currently deferred federal loans. 
He and his partner have gone back to school multiple 
times, partially to defer on their loans and to take a 
break from the never-ending debt.

This is the state of the nation’s loan system today. 
With student debt exceeding national credit-card 

debt — crossing the $1 trillion point last year — and 
college becoming costlier each year, students and 
their families are borrowing more and more to fi-
nance their futures. 

People at every stage of their education — just 
starting college or in the midst of their undergraduate 
or graduate tenures — along with recent 
graduates, parents and re-
tired adults are saddled 
with debt. They’re neck-
deep in what many call 
a broken system, which 
has devolved from a 

well-intentioned federal commitment into a $1 tril-
lion problem.

The evolution of student loans

T he birth of student loans can be traced back to 
1840, when the first  program was established 
at Harvard University.

But student loans started taking off nationwide 
during the second half of the 20th century. The 1958 
National Defense Education Act — sparked in part 
by the Soviet launch of the first-ever satellite, Sput-
nik, and an ensuing concern that America was fall-
ing behind as a technology, math and science super-
power — provided funding for educational programs, 
graduate fellowships, vocational-technical training 
and loans for college students interested in careers in 
science, math and foreign languages.

The Higher Education Act of 1965 marked a mile-
stone in student-loan history, providing Pell Grants 
for lower-income students. It also increased the 
amount of federal money given to universities so 
they could boost their financial-aid offerings, cre-
ated scholarships and allowed for loans with lower 
interest rates.

The act’s Guaranteed Student Loan Program — 
which would later become the Stafford Loan Pro-
gram — granted loans whose repayment students 
could defer while enrolled in school full time. These 
came in both subsidized and unsubsidized form: 
subsidized meaning the government paid the interest 
while the borrower was in school, and unsubsidized 
meaning the borrower was responsible for all inter-
est accrued.

Later came the Free Application for Financial Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) — which all students must com-
plete before applying for federal and state loans — 
and loan-based repayment plans. 

Banks and nonprofit lenders entered the student-
loan business in 1965, when the government began 
guaranteeing student loans under the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program. This opened the door for 
financial institutions such as Sallie Mae and Wells 
Fargo.

State financial-aid programs, such as Cal Grants 
— money funded by the state of California that 
does not have to be paid back — also became part 
of the mix, as well as private scholarships.

With set limits, well-tailored requirements and re-
payment options in place, federal and state loan pro-
grams began as well-intentioned programs designed 
to make sure people from all walks of life could pur-
sue higher education.

Kathy Rose, a retired schoolteacher who lives in 
Menlo Park, said that when she attended San Jose 
State University in the 1970s, paying for college was 
that simple.

“It used to be government loans, and they weren’t 
in it to make a profit,” she said. “They were there to 
help you get through college.”

Rose borrowed $900 to finance her undergraduate 
education, half of which was paid off by the govern-
ment because after graduating, she became a teacher 
in a low-income school district. With monthly pay-
ments of about $40, she said, she paid off her debt in 
about a year.

“It was a piece of cake. We never even thought 
about it.”

Today the picture is quite different. 

A bad time for a student loan

A s a full-time student in an intense art program, 
Rand DeCastro worked at most part-time 
while getting an education. His partner, Scott 

Schafer, who was working as an adviser at the Uni-
versity of Washington at the time, supported both 
of them, but DeCastro still had to take out loans to 
cover tuition as well as some living expenses.

“For a while we were relying on only his salary 
when I was full time in school,” DeCastro said. “So 
we know what it’s like to be poor, to be on food 
stamps, to be going to food banks to get food and 
getting stipends to go to the grocery store. It’s really 
humbling and kind of embarrassing to be able-bodied 
people who are working and still can’t make ends 
meet, to have to go to a food bank and get frozen peas 
and trying to figure out what we can do just to eat for 
the week. It’s tough. It’s really tough.” 

Schafer, now an assistant director of fellowships at 
Stanford University, has his own set of student loans. 
He graduated with a degree in sociology from the 
University of California at Los Angeles in 1996, ow-
ing about $30,000 in federal loans. He went on to 
graduate school to study psychology, taking out more 

DROWNING IN DEBT

Student loans weigh heavy 
on the shoulders of local 

students, graduates
BY ELENA KADVANY

(continued on next page)
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loans to do so.
“Initially, I was grateful for the 

loans,” Schafer said. “But, as the 
aggregate amounts piled up, I felt 
weary and dreadful each time 
I took one out. But, it felt like I 
needed to do it just to get the mas-
ter’s and increase my earning po-
tential. So, the loans would lead to 
a degree that would enable me to 
make more money, in theory.”

This theory disintegrated for 
many students after the recession 
hit in 2008, making it harder and 
harder to find well-paying jobs to 
begin paying back their debt.  

“It’s interesting,” Schafer said. 
“The system is structured to en-
courage people to go to school 
and amass debt, but then there’s 
not a lot of job prospects for peo-
ple who are graduating. It’s not 
setting people up for success.”

Schafer’s path through the job 
market and higher education was 
shaped by the economy, as he 
went back and forth between go-
ing to graduate school and finding 
jobs. 

This cycle was driven by the ev-
er-challenging pursuit of “what do 
I want to do,” but for many feel-
ing desperate about their student 
loans, returning to school has also 
become a means to escape debt.

“I’ve gone to school so many 
times partially to just be able not 
to pay my loans,” DeCastro said. 
“It’s sort of this vicious cycle 
where you’re kind of bouncing 
checks in a way. You start a pro-
gram, get the loan, pay off some 
of other bills and then that goes 
away, start a new program or start 
school again, get more loans to try 
to pay off previous loans or previ-
ous debt and it just keeps racking 
up and up and up.

“It’s sort of milking the system, 
but when you’re so far deep into it, 
there’s really not much you can do 
except milk the system.”

DeCastro graduated in 2010 
and entered an unforgiving job 
market, especially for a luxury 
industry such as interior design. 
He got a job in sales at a furni-

ture store but realized any hope 
of going beyond that was slim. He 
decided to go back to school for a 
web-design degree, choosing one 
of the few fields that was booming 
at the time.

And his web degree did pay 
off; he almost immediately got 
his current job, moved to Silicon 
Valley and began chipping away 
at his loans.

By the end of this year, De-
Castro estimates he’ll be paying 
$1,000 every month.

“That’s $1,000 that I could be 
using to save up to buy a house or 
go on a trip or put away for a nest 
egg or something,” said DeCastro, 
who is paying about 18 percent in-
terest on his private loans. 

“I’m not saying I deserve a free 
handout, but there’s this tipping 
point where you’re like, ‘OK, get 
an education, go to school, be all 
you can be and get an education 
and you’ll succeed,’ and that’s 

what we tell people to do, so we 
do all we can to make that hap-
pen.”

The rising cost of a 
college education

C ollege is more expensive 
than ever today, across the 
board. Between the 2000-

01 and 2010-11 academic years, 
prices for undergraduate tuition, 
room and board at public institu-
tions rose 42 percent, and prices 
at private not-for-profit institu-
tions rose 31 percent, after ad-
justment for inflation, according 
to the federal National Center for 
Educational Statistics. 

For the 2010-11 year, under-
graduate tuition, room and board 
were estimated to be $13,600 at 
public institutions, $36,300 at 
private not-for-profit institutions, 
and $23,500 at private for-profit 
institutions. 

“From my perspective, I think 
it’s atrocious, quite frankly,” said 
Shannon LeCompte, college suc-
cess director at College Track, a 
nonprofit in East Palo Alto that 
helps students from poorer com-
munities prepare for college and 
supports them while they are in 
school.

LeCompte said when she grad-
uated from Santa Clara University 
in 2001, the annual ticket price 
(tuition, room and board) totaled 
$24,000. For the 2012-13 academ-
ic year, undergraduate tuition and 
fees plus room and board checked 
in at $52,848.

When considering what drives 
the rising cost of tuition in the 
United States, inflation — the 
natural increase in cost of living 
over time — does have to be taken 
into account. 

But there is much more at play.
One reason college has become 

more expensive is that many 
schools, mostly private four-year 
universities and public research 

institutions, are spending more 
in order to be more competitive. 
They’re spending on hiring and 
trying to keep the best professors, 
conducting research, expand-
ing extracurricular programs, 
improving student services, and 
constructing new buildings and 
sports arenas — and students end 
up footing some of the bill. 

A second reason, which plays 
out at the nation’s public colleges 
and universities, is state bud-
get cuts. As states slash higher-
education funding, as California 
has in recent years, colleges raise 
tuition to make up for the differ-
ence. The burden thus shifts from 
the government to students and 
their families. 

Furthermore, demand for col-
lege has only grown, which, as in 
any supply-and-demand model, 
has led to increased prices.

The problem of the rising costs 
of a college education has landed 
in the federal spotlight. President 
Barack Obama in August went 
on a two-day bus tour to bring 
attention to the issue of college 
affordability. During the tour, 
he proposed a government rating 
system that would judge schools 
based on their affordability using 
numbers such as the percentage 
of students receiving Pell Grants, 
average debt accrued by gradu-
ates, graduation rates, average 
tuition and incomes of graduated 
students.

“Higher education cannot be a 
luxury,” Obama told a crowd of 
students at the University of Buf-
falo in New York. “Every Ameri-
can family should be able to get 
it.”

The rating system, which would 
go into effect in time for the 2015 
school year, is billed as a means 
to help students and their families 
decide whether a certain school 
is worth the financial investment, 
help the government decide where 
to allocate financial aid and in-

centivize schools to reduce costs.
The system instantly sparked 

criticism and concern, however. 
Critics labeled it yet another sub-
jective school-rating system that, 
as one college professor wrote in 
a New York Times letter to the 
editor, “fails to come to grips with 
the roots of the problem.”

Though college has become 
more costly, students continue to 
believe that the education is worth 
the investment.

Eighty-six percent of students 
and 85 percent of parents strong-
ly agree that college is an invest-
ment in the future (the highest 
numbers since 2010), according 
to Sallie Mae’s annual survey, 
“How America Pays for College.” 
A college degree still guarantees 
better financial security and eco-
nomic mobility than a high school 
diploma or an incomplete college 
education.

Mounting debt  
and confusion

A record number of students 
are going into debt in order 
to finance their futures.

Fifty-seven percent of U.S. un-
dergraduates used federal aid to 
pay for college in the 2011-12 ac-
ademic year, up from 47 percent 
in 2007-08, according to a report 
released by the Education Depart-
ment in August.

More government spending on 
financial aid is part of that equa-
tion. In 2005, new loans through 
the Federal Direct Loan Program 
totaled $55.8 billion; in 2009, 
$96.5 billion. 

So there’s more money in the 
system, and with the median 
household income still struggling 
to attain pre-recession levels, 
greater numbers of people are 
seeking aid.

“Unfortunately costs have risen 
at rates astronomically higher 
than standard family income,” 

Rand DeCastro, left, and Scott Schafer look through loans paperwork and bank statements (at request of the photographer) as they sit at 
their dining room table with their dog, Nibbles.

(continued from previous page)

Karen Cooper, Stanford University’s financial-aid director, helps 
undergraduate and graduate students figure out how to finance 
their education.
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College Track’s LeCompte said.
Lack of financial planning could be a 

contributor to the loan boom, said Karen 
Cooper, the financial-aid director at Stan-
ford University.

“I haven’t seen research to back this up, 
but I think another issue is that parents just 
haven’t saved for college expenses,” Coo-
per said. “Every year I see parents who are 
totally surprised by the realities of college 
costs, and they’ve done no planning so are 
left with loans as the best alternative.”

The quest for a graduate education has 
also led students to take out private-bank 
loans once they max out their unsubsidized 
and other federal loans, LeCompte added.

Regardless of the reasons for mounting 
debt, it’s safe to say that a large number of 
those taking out student loans don’t know 
what they’re getting into.

Cinthya Vieyra attended the private, four-
year Notre Dame de Namur. When she took 
out her loans — subsidized and unsubsidized 
Stafford loans and a Perkins loan — she said 
she didn’t look into different options for in-
terest rates or when she would need to start 
payments. 

“The information went in one ear and out 
the other. Being 18 at the time ... ‘Why is 
it so difficult?’” she said she felt like ask-
ing. “Just give me the paperwork. I’ll sign it 
(and) worry about it later.”

Vieyra graduated in May with $36,352 in 
debt. 

She said many undergraduates do not 
grasp the full scope of loans when they ini-
tially take them out: how much they’re bor-
rowing, who they’re borrowing from, what 
different types of loans are, how they’re go-
ing to pay their debt off.

Vieyra now has a full-time job at Be-
yond12, a national nonprofit that helps un-
derserved students be successful in college. 
She lives at home with her mother to save 
on rent.

“When I look at it, I try to think of it as a 
good investment,” she said of her debt. 

What scares her, she said, is how much 
this number has grown, due to interest. She 
said she considered returning to school part-
time in order to defer on her loans or dis-
charging her debt by going into public ser-
vice (under one government program, some 
full-time public service workers qualify for 
loan forgiveness). Instead, she chose a five-
to-10 year repayment plan and is actively 
budgeting for her future.

“I’m trying to be mindful of rent and mis-
cellaneous and my priority, which is paying 
off my debt,” she said. 

Confusion is common when it comes to 
loans, starting with the difference between 
loans and grants or scholarships, Le Compte 
said. 

According to Nerd Wallet, a personal fi-
nance and credit-card comparison website, 
60 percent of student-loan borrowers don’t 
understand the difference between private 
and federal loans. Private bank loans have 
higher limits but also higher interest rates 
that could hurt in the long run.

“I didn’t know the difference (between 
different types of loans),” Patricia Zeider 
said. “I didn’t know anything until the end” 
of college. That’s when she was required to 
do exit counseling.

Exit counseling is a graduation require-
ment at many colleges. It’s also a federal-
loan safeguard: Students must do entrance 
counseling before taking out a loan so they 
understand what they’re getting into and exit 
counseling afterward, so they can figure out 
repayment options and plan for their future. 
Even then, the information can be difficult 
to absorb. 

Zeider said her exit counseling was an on-
line program that reminded her of clicking 

through traffic school.
Was it helpful?
“No. I don’t think I realized what it was 

really like until I had to start paying it,” she 
said.

Betting on their futures

S ome students who take out loans to 
fund their education say it makes 
sense to do so, even if they don’t fully 

grasp the particulars.
Sean and Antwon Chatmon — twin 

brothers from East Palo Alto in their senior 
years at Whittier College in southern Cali-
fornia — plan on getting master’s degrees 
before returning to East Palo Alto to open 
a combination massage therapy and fam-
ily/marriage therapy practice. They expect 
their earnings will more than pay back their 
student loans.

“I’m not too worried about it,” Sean said. 
“I feel everything will work out. I’ll get a 
career that I can start paying back with.”

Each borrowed about $20,000 a year from 
Wells Fargo to finance his undergraduate 
education. Sean said the one downside is 
that he feels bad that it’s bringing down their 
parents’ credit as loan cosigners. 

“They were like: ‘You know, it’s going to 
be expensive. But at least you’ll be getting 
out in four years,’” Sean said his parents told 
them. “If we went to a state school it would 
have been more impacted, and we probably 
wouldn’t be graduating this year. 

“And they’d rather us get out in time and 
then either go on with education or get a ca-
reer where we can start paying them back. 
As far as that, I’m not really too worried 
about it. I think I have like $90,000 in debt. 
I added it up earlier this summer.”

Both brothers plan to attend Palo Alto 
University for their master’s degrees, which 
will cost around $20,000 per year. They’re 
on their own paying for that, their parents 
have told them.

Antwon is not worried either. He men-
tioned that he saw a piece on the Suze Or-
man Show (Orman is a self-proclaimed 
personal-finance guru) about the govern-
ment’s public service loan-forgiveness 
program. 

He said he and his brother will look into 
getting their loans forgiven that way, but if 
not, the plan is to “definitely continue edu-
cation, try to get a pretty high-paying job 
that I love where I can help people and also 
pay back my loans.”

This mentality is common for students 
pursuing careers in fields such as medicine 
or engineering. The debt is worth it when 
there’s a guarantee that there will be a for-
sure return on the investment, they say.

“I like to use the engineering masters 
student as an example,” Stanford’s Cooper 
said. “They’re going to have good jobs when 
they’re done so they can afford to take on 
this debt. And that’s what they want to do 
anyway; that’s why they’re here.”

Xio Pinto, a Palo Alto native currently at 
Albany Medical College, is confident she’ll 
be able to pay off an eventual estimated 
$200,000 debt because she’ll be able to se-
cure a high-paying job.

“I was talking with some of my friends 
about finances, and at a certain point some-
one just said, ‘Well, what’s another $5,000 
in loans anyway?’” she wrote in an email. 
“It was rather shocking to realize that they 
were right. For my profession, you have to 
know that you’re going to go into a load of 
debt and trust that you’re going to pay it off 
eventually.”

Pinto’s parents — who she said also strug-
gled with loans, her father taking 35 years 

A primer on financial aid
STUDENT LOANS

The Federal Direct Loan Program is the largest federal student-loan 
program and includes four kinds of loans:

Direct subsidized

school at least half-time, for the first six months after the student 
leaves school and during a period of deferment (a postponement of 

Direct unsubsidized  

-

percent for graduate students 

Direct PLUS  

undergraduates

Direct consolidation

Other federal loan programs:

Stafford loans

least half-time

Perkins loans
-

-

GRANTS

Pell Grants (federal)

school, status as a full-time or part-time student and plans to attend 

Cal Grants (state)

■

Source: Federal Student Aid office website, part of the U.S. Department of Education
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 Page 33



to pay off his medical-school debt 
— pay for her living expenses and 
some of her tuition, but the rest 
she has financed with federal sub-
sidized loans.

Regardless of the eventual re-
turn on her and her parents’ in-
vestment, borrowing money still 
weighs heavily on Pinto.

“It’s kind of like, ‘Well, I’m up 
(a) creek, but I think I’m going 
to find a paddle. ... In, like, three 
years I’m going to have a paddle 
to start to get out of this mess,’” 
she said. “And until then you just 
kind of have to go with it.”

What’s the fix? 

A s the problem has grown, 
solutions in various sectors, 
from government to entre-

preneurial, have emerged. 
Numerous start-ups are try-

ing to address the debt problem 
in innovative ways, such as San 
Francisco-based ReadyForZero, 
which is an online space where 
users can manage all of their debt. 
Free of charge, the company pulls 
together all of a user’s financial 
information — credit card debt, 
student loans, income, etc. — and 
creates a financial plan based on 
his or her ability to pay. For a pre-
mium of $7 a month, users can 
use ReadyForZero to schedule and 
make payments on their loans.

ReadyForZero’s “fastest grow-
ing segment” is student-loan debt 

— $250 million out of about $1 
billion total, said co-founder Rod 
Ebrahimi. He said that’s because 
there is a “need for people to just 
figure it out” but also because 
ReadyForZero’s target audience 
is people in their 20s and 30s, an 
age where one’s debt is likely to be 
from student loans.

The idea for ReadyForZero was 
inspired by Ebrahimi’s girlfriend, 
who one day asked him and his 
tech friends: “Where do I go to 

manage all my debt?”
“And we had no answer,” Ebra-

himi said. So they created the web-
site, which tracks a user’s payment 
progress, total debt, next steps to 
take, credit score and more.

“I know it seems very small, but 
just seeing (her debt) visually go-
ing down” helped, he said. “And 
we provide that. She was in the 
six-figure range in total, so just 
seeing that number didn’t moti-
vate her to pay it down. (She) just 

felt like, ‘I can’t do it.’ Ready-
ForZero made it a little more 
tangible: ‘This payment will save 
you this much in this much time’; 
‘make an extra payment’; or ‘set 
up a recurring payment.’”

In addition to working on debt 
management, educational entre-
preneurs are tackling the costs of 
higher education. There’s already 
been a surge in less-costly meth-
ods of learning, especially online 
education. MOOCs, or massive 
open online courses, are popping 
up everywhere, from Harvard to 
San Jose State University. Forego-
ing the need for bricks and mor-
tar, MOOCs are battling higher 
education’s chronic issues of af-
fordability and accessibility by 
harnessing market forces. 

On the government front, in ad-
dition to Obama’s college-ranking 
system, politicians are targeting 

the loan problem with legislation. 
State Assemblyman Bob Wieck-
owski, who represents Fremont 
and areas south of San Jose, intro-
duced a “Student Bill of Rights” 
in February. The legislative pack-
age includes four bills designed 
to more effectively address the 
student-debt burden.

AB 391 would require the Cali-
fornia Department of Education 
to add curriculum for grades 
seven through 12 to help students 
better understand economics and 
personal finances — including 
paying for postsecondary educa-
tion. The bill was heard in the 
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee in April and is still in com-
mittee process.

AB 534, dubbed the “Know 
Before You Owe” Act, would en-
sure that all students taking out 
loans, whether they are federal or 
private, receive the same counsel-
ing. It would require entrance and 
exit counseling for students who 
take out private loans.

AB 233 would prevent wage gar-
nishment for federal student loans, 
which is when an employer is re-
quired by court order to withhold a 
person’s earnings in order to force 
a debt payment. It also encourages 
lenders to work with students to 
find manageable repayment plans. 
The bill was read in the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee in June and is 
slated for a third reading.

AJR 11, a joint resolution 
known as the “Financial Fresh 
Start Resolution of 2013,” urges 
Obama and the Congress to make 
federal reforms that would allow 
private student-loan debt to be 
discharged via bankruptcy. The 
bill was filed with the California 
Secretary of State on Sept. 9. 

Change could also come in 
the form of revisions to the 1965 
Higher Education Act, which is set 
to expire at the end of this year. 
Last reauthorized in 2008 after 
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as she works two jobs to make her student-loan payments.
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five years of temporary exten-
sions, Congress will be forced to 
rewrite the act, but that is likely to 
be far off, Cooper said.

“If I had to guess, I would say 
it’s probably going to come piece-
meal. I can’t imagine this Congress 
being able to do it all at once.”

But people have begun calling 
for change, she said, proposing 
simplifying loans programs by 
collapsing them into fewer pro-
grams, offering fewer subsidized 
loan options, placing more em-
phasis on making the repayment 
side of things easier.

Schafer and DeCastro have writ-
ten many letters to elected officials 
— Obama, U.S. Senators Dianne 
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer — 
urging them to consider various 
alternatives for student-loan re-
form, such as consolidation.

Loan consolidation centralizes 
all of a borrower’s loans into one 
bill, can lower his or her monthly 
payments by allowing for ex-
tended repayment periods (up to 
30 years, during which interest 
still accrues) and might allow for 
switching from a variable to fixed 
interest rate.

Schafer was able to consolidate 
all of his federal loans, but DeCas-
tro, with federal and private loans 
coming in with different interest 
rates, cannot consolidate his debt. 

“I’m happy to pay back my loans, 
but the interest is just killing me,” 
DeCastro said. “My private loans 
are at 18 or 19 percent interest. So 
it would be nice to be able to con-
solidate my public loans or federal 
loans into one and have just one 
payment go out every month. I have 
every intention of paying back my 
loans, but there needs to be some 
way to make that happen.”

They’ve received stockpile re-
sponses, letters saying, “I’m very 
much into helping students out, 
which is why I’m all for lowering 
federal loan interest rates.” 

But that’s not enough, DeCastro 
and Schafer said. 

“There are a lot of people who 
take out private loans in addition to 
federal loans,” Schafer said. “What 
they need to do is open up ... the 
federal programs to consolidate 
private loans. They also need to re-
examine loan-forgiveness issues for 
people who are approaching retire-
ment age and that kind of thing.”

He added that at the rate he’s go-
ing, he’ll definitely be retired and 
still paying off his total student-
loan debt, which, with compound-
ing interest, has grown from a prin-
cipal of $128,000 to $150,000.

“I’m 42 now, and I can’t afford 
to make the full time (payments). 
... If I did the full-time regular 
payment plan, it would probably 
be 10 to 20 years, but the pay-
ments would probably be around 
$1,300 a month, which is not — 
unless I have a huge change in my 
income — that’s not realistic. 

“I guess we could move back in 
with our parents,” he said, laugh-
ing sarcastically. “It’s a chal-
lenge.” 

Editorial Assistant Elena Kad-
vany can be emailed at ekadva-
ny@paweekly.com.
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T hey’re whimsical, colorful, playful, ar-
tistic, beautiful — and offer much to see 
and enjoy when the 18th annual Great 

Glass Pumpkin Patch® returns to the newly 
renovated Palo Alto Art Center this month.

More than 8,000 pumpkins made of hand-
blown glass crafted by 24 glass artisans will be 
on display Tuesday through Friday, Sept. 24 to 
29, with the sale held on Saturday and Sunday.

Proceeds of the sale benefit the Palo Alto 
Art Center, as well as nonprofit art-education 
organizations, the Palo Alto Art Center Foun-
dation and the Bay Area Glass Institute.

Here’s what a few of the artisans have to say 
about their works:

Ken and Ingrid Hanson, Hanson 
Art Glass, San Carlos

Ingrid and Ken Hanson met in a glassblow-
ing class at San Francisco State University and 
have been creating works together for the past 
20 years. 

What draws Ingrid to the work is the chal-
lenge: “It constantly pushes you to strive harder 
to be better. It’s not a mindless thing. You have 
to focus and concentrate and be very present 
and in the moment.”

There are no second chances with glass, she 
said. “Once you mess it up, it’s done.”

The Hansons have participated in the Palo 
Alto Clay & Glass Festival for 18 years, as well 
as selling to 200 galleries and museum shops 
and online catalogs.

Among the 800 
to 1,000 pieces the 
Hansons are bring-
ing this year are their 
signature pumpkin tea-
pots and their minia-
tures (about 1.5 by 1.5 
inches).

At their private stu-
dio in San Carlos, the 
Hansons create sculptur-
al (like the pumpkins, paper 
weights or blown-glass flowers), functional 
(tumblers, water glasses, wine and martini 
glasses) and custom work (lidded vessels for 
storing pet ashes).

“I’ve always been artistic,” Ingrid said, 
adding she considers herself lucky to be 
able to earn a living working in glass.
 
John Glass, Glass By Glass, 
Culver City

When John Glass moved from Tennessee to 
Hollywood, his goal was to be a movie star. 
But one day en route to acting class he spot-
ted a glassblowing class — with a humongous 
waiting list.

When the teacher saw his name — Glass — 
she quickly moved him up the list, saying it was 
meant to be.

“I took to it like a fish to water. This is what I 
was supposed to be doing,” he said.

Five years later, the 30-
year-old works out of a 
four-bedroom home in 
Culver City, creating 
what he calls a more eco-
friendly glass product, 
using recycled glass 
and firing up his fur-
nace daily, rather than 
leaving it on 24/7.

This year he and his 
crew produced 3,000 

pumpkins.

And while he’s still doing a little theater on the 
side, and taking classes towards his bachelor’s 
degree, he acknowledged that even in the “first 
year I made more money in pumpkins than in 
acting.”

 
Louis Basel, Wonderworks 
Glass, San Jose

Artist’s statement: “There’s something really 
rewarding about glassblowing in that when the 
glass is molten everything you do affects the 
final outcome when the glass is cold. Often, 
it’s the subtle little things that distinguish a 
nice piece from an exquisite one. The differ-
ence is often not the presence of an element 
but how it’s done, a certain twist of the wrist, 
a little extra heat at the right time. These little 
details from the moment the glass was worked 
are all encoded in the piece when you see it.

Dean Bensen and Demi 
Theofanous, Avolie Glass, 
San Francisco

Dean Bensen started out as a biology major, 
thinking he’d have a career in forestry. Today he’s 
a glass sculptor, crafting glass redwood trees, tree 

OPEN HOME GUIDE  58
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

PEST CONTROL ... The City of 
Palo Alto, Common Ground and 
OurWaterOurWorld.org will offer 
a free workshop on “Safe, Ef-
fective Garden Pest & Disease 
Control” from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 21, at 
Common Ground, 559 College 
Ave., Palo Alto. The workshop 
will deal with ways to manage 
ants, snails, slugs and other gar-
den pests. Information: 650-493-
6072 or www.commongroundin-
paloalto.org

GROWING ORCHIDS ... Is Easier 
Than You Think is the title of 
Master Gardener and orchid 
expert David Giroux’s free talk 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, Sept. 24, at the Los Altos 
Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, 
Los Altos. Giroux will offer tips on 
maintaining healthy orchids and 
will repot an orchid, which will be 
awarded to a winning participant. 
He will also offer handouts with 
general advice and diagnose 
problem orchids. Information: 
Master Gardeners at 408-282-
3105, between 9:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday or www.mastergarden-
ers.org

GREEN WITH GRAY?... The City 
of Palo Alto along with Christina 
Bertea of Greywater Action will 
offer a free workshop, “From 
Graywater to Green Gardens” 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, at the Cubberley Com-
munity Center, H-1, 4000 Middle-
field Road, Palo Alto. The class 
will focus on how to reuse water 
from sinks, showers and wash-
ing machines to irrigate plants. 
Participants will put together 
a sample system. Information: 
Pre-registration is required; visit 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/work-
shops or call 650-329-2241. 

AUTUMN AT FILOLI ... The an-
nual Autumn at Filoli Festival will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 28, at Filoli, 
86 Cañada Road, Woodside. The 
event features tastings of heir-
loom fruits, live music, docent-led 
nature hikes, orchard tours, line 
dancing, flower-arranging dem-
onstrations plus entertainment 
for kids — puppets, magic, birds, 
bubbles and face painting. Ad-
mission is $25 for nonmembers, 
$20 for members, $5 for children 
5-17, free for children 4 and 
younger. Advance reservations 
are encouraged, because space 
is limited. Lunch is also available 
for purchase. Information: 650-
364-8300 or www.filoli.org 

Home Front
Home & Real Estate

Send notices of news and events 
related to real estate, interior design, 
home improvement and gardening to 
Home Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 
1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email 
cblitzer@paweekly.com. Deadline is 
one week before publication.

John Glass, 
Glass By Glass, 
Culver City

Dean Bensen 
and Demi 

Theofanous, 
Avolie Glass, San 

Francisco

An 
artful 
pumpkin 

patch 
Great Glass Pumpkin Patch® returns 

to the Palo Alto Art Center with 
thousands of pieces

by Carol Blitzer

)

Ken and Ingrid Hanson, 
Hanson Art Glass, 
San Carlos
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Jennifer Liske, Sales Associate
650.646.4665  |  jennifer.liske@dreyfussir.com
jenniferliske.com
BRE 01847627

By Appointment Only. Contact the listing agent to schedule a viewing.

Sand Hill Road   
2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com

and Operated.

West Atherton
62 Ridge View Drive, Atherton  |  62ridgeview.com

Designed with luxury on the mind. Built with the environment on the conscious.

Offered at $5,995,000

Bedrooms 5  |  Bathrooms 4.5

Home ±4,577 sf  |  Lot ±1.0 Acre



Page 38

Home & Real Estate

bark, fungi and forest animals — 
and, of course, pumpkins.

After switching to art and learn-
ing kiln-forming glass, as well as 
glassblowing, he was approached a 
few years back by the director of the 
Pacific Art League to come up with 
some pumpkins.

“I like originality. The form had to 
be a little bit more unique,” Bensen 
said of his unusual stem design.

Nowadays he collaborates with 
Demi Theofanous in their Avolie 
Glass studio, where they create 
drinking vessels as well as pump-
kins, in addition to their other 
work. For nearly 20 years they’ve 
been making glass together — and 
have exhibited their sculptural 
work at the Oakland Museum, San 

Jose City Hall, National Liberty 
Museum and the San Francisco 
Museum of Craft + Design.

Their ornaments, vessels and 
pumpkins can be found in galler-
ies all over the country, as well as at 
Shady Lane in Palo Alto.

And, their glass pieces are used 
as set decor on the TV show, “Giada 
at Home.”

Nick Leonoff, Leonoff 
Art Glass, Carmel Val-
ley and Brooklyn, N.Y.

There isn’t much about glass that 
Nick Leonoff, 34, doesn’t love, be-
ginning with the way it plays with 
light and color.

Although he started out work-
ing as a stained-glass apprentice in 
Carmel Valley, he slowly evolved 
to a glassblower and carver. While 
earning a business degree from 
Pepperdine University, he attend-
ed a leadership camp where the 
expression “follow your passion” 
stuck. Soon he was helping his 
mentor market his work and put-
ting together a “back-alley glass-
blowing studio.”

“It was funky but it worked. 
That’s where I was introduced to 
glassblowing,” he said.

Describing himself as largely 
self-taught, Leonoff practiced a 
lot alone, then took workshops and 
studied at glass schools all over 

the country. First selling at farm-
ers markets, today his pieces can 
be found in the Corning Glass Mu-
seum in upstate New York.

Today he works bicoastally, ei-
ther in Carmel Valley or in Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

Much of his work involves 
adding textures to the surface by 
wheelcutting the glass, even for his 
pumpkins. He’s planning to bring 
about 1,500 to the pumpkin patch, 
including quite a few “minis” 
(about 3 inches in diameter).

Leonoff’s voice warms when 
talking about glass: “I love the 
process, the spontaneity, the imme-
diacy of working with the material 
... the limited time to execute ... the 
intensity, excitement.”

He also acknowledges a lot of 
teamwork. “I now work with one 
assistant. It’s like a very coordinat-
ed dance that we do (where we’re) 
highly attuned to each other’s 
movements. We work as one or-
ganism to create the work.” 

Shannon Jane Morgan, 
Girl Glass Studio, 
Sacramento

Artist’s statement: “Making art 
glass is what I love. I’m primarily 
self taught and for the past 19 years 
I show up almost every morning 
and create. I travel into my artist’s 
brain and consider, think about or 
am inspired by someone or some-
thing. Then I pick up a blow pipe 
and start — sometimes without a 

true plan, but perhaps a process as 
moldable as the medium I converse 
with. My palate of color laid out on 
my steel table. The furnace roaring 
and my tools and coffee right were 
I need them. Color speaks to me in 
a language not shared by others. 

“Time falls away when I am in 
that space like no other place in my 
daily world.”  

Associate Editor Carol Blitzer 
can be emailed at cblitzer@
paweekly.com.

578 University Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94301
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

BRE# 00858214

Nestled on a premier street in the prestigious Old Palo 
Alto neighborhood, just moments to Elizabath F. Gamble 
Garden, Rinconda Park, Stanford and the best that Silicon 
Valley has to offer, this lovely home is situated on a large 
7,500+/- square foot lot boasting a majestic Redwood tree.  
With the possibility to remodel existing structure of or build 
a new custom home, this offering is waiting for its new 
owner!

 
 
 
 

Offered at $2,500,000

PAMELA PAGE
650.400.5061
ppage@apr.com

PamPageProperties.com

Pam Page Presents Old Palo Alto...

1511 WAVERLEY STREET, PALO ALTO
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:30-4:30PM

What: 18th annual Great 
Glass Pumpkin Patch®

When: Exhibition: 10 a.m.-7 
p.m., Tuesday-Thursday, Sept. 
24-26, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 27. Sale: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 28-29

Where: Palo Alto Art Center, 
1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto

Cost: Free, but 8,000 glass 
objects will be offered for 
sale

Sponsors: Palo Alto Art 
Center, Palo Alto Art Center 
Foundation and Bay Area 
Glass Institute, Go Daddy

Info: www.greatglasspump-
kinpatch.com

Pumpkin patch

Shannon Jane Morgan, Girl 
Glass Studio, Sacramento

For more Home and Real Estate 
news, visit www.paloaltoonline.com/
real_estate.

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com
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HOME SALES
Home sales are provided by Cali-
fornia REsource, a real estate in-
formation company that obtains 
the information from the County 
Recorder’s Office. Information 
is recorded from deeds after the 
close of escrow and published 
within four to eight weeks.

Atherton
238 Alameda de las Pulgas D. 
& U. Nesamoney to Alameda 
De Las Pulgas Limited for 
$4,800,000 on 8/9/13; previous 
sale 5/00, $5,000,000

East Palo Alto
2274 Ralmar Ave. H. Landa 
to N. Hernandez for $397,500 
on 8/9/13; previous sale 9/87, 
$91,000

Los Altos
130 2nd St. #4 G. & K. 
Manchuk to Burch Trust for 
$1,295,000 on 8/22/13; previous 
sale 4/02, $998,000
255 Alicia Way Hogan Trust to 
T. Durekas for $2,350,000 on 
8/23/13
1581 Carob Lane G. Emil to B. 
Woo for $640,000 on 8/23/13; 
previous sale 6/06, $555,000
546 Cecelia Court Pal-
ermo Trust to Beumer Trust for 
$2,335,000 on 8/28/13
114 Cuesta Drive #7 Gavin 
Trust to Lear Trust for $926,000 
on 8/29/13; previous sale 10/04, 
$645,500
624 Loyola Drive Hamilton Trust 
to K. Washington for $2,100,000 
on 8/23/13
1231 Patlen Drive Lagapa Trust 
to J. Pan for $1,805,000 on 
8/23/13
1990 Scott Lane Maihack Trust 
to M. Jamsheedi for $1,820,000 
on 8/27/13; previous sale 6/89, 
$620,000

Los Altos Hills
12215 Edgecliff Place Barnett 
Trust to J. Lee for $2,500,000 on 
8/27/13

Menlo Park
1367 Henderson Ave. B. McCall 
to M. Bariletti for $520,000 on 
8/9/13
516 Palmer Lane M. Tch-
elistcheff to H. & L. Chang for 
$1,900,000 on 8/14/13; previous 
sale 10/95, $515,000
8 Robert S Drive Havard Trust to 
S. & D. Silverman for $763,500 
on 8/12/13
727 San Benito Ave. H. & L. 
Chang to G. Chen for $1,160,000 
on 8/8/13; previous sale 12/92, 
$250,000
885 San Mateo Drive Summers-
Gray Trust to Adelson Fam-
ily Limited for $2,345,000 on 
8/14/13; previous sale 3/99, 
$850,000

Mountain View
32 Annie Laurie St. Torres 
Trust to Filin Trust for $842,500 
on 8/23/13; previous sale 2/12, 

$174,000
325 Chatham Way V. & A. Beese 
to S. & D. Singhal for $1,931,000 
on 8/22/13; previous sale 11/12, 
$1,698,000
104 Concord Circle Wang Trust 
to J. & Y. Sierra for $1,312,000 
on 8/28/13; previous sale 9/08, 
$940,000
280 Easy St. #312 Dah-
dah Trust to G. Basishvili for 
$370,000 on 8/27/13; previous 
sale 7/02, $235,000
131 Huntington Court Dunlap 
Trust to G. Chang for $730,000 
on 8/22/13; previous sale 9/05, 
$661,000
1532 Meadow Lane R. Mueller 
to B. & J. Schein for $1,660,000 
on 8/23/13
500 W. Middlefield Road 
#176 D. Large to J. Huang for 
$329,500 on 8/22/13
1926 Montecito Ave. Tonthat-
Nguyen Trust to G. Brat for 
$920,000 on 8/28/13; previous 
sale 7/04, $650,000
255 O’keefe Way A. Fox to 
H. & J. Wong for $920,000 on 
8/23/13; previous sale 4/10, 
$624,000
49 Showers Drive #B452 B. 
Wu to T. Karalar for $870,000 
on 8/28/13; previous sale 11/06, 
$634,000
173 Sierra Vista Ave. #1 D. 
Rusconi to R. Hsu for $875,000 
on 8/27/13; previous sale 5/03, 
$520,000
173 Sierra Vista Ave. #21 
J. McDougle to I. Liang for 
$805,000 on 8/23/13; previous 
sale 6/04, $618,000
956 Trophy Drive Lin Trust to K. 
Pate for $1,500,000 on 8/27/13

Palo Alto
4250 El Camino Real #219 J. 
Nomura to W. Feng for $550,000 
on 8/26/13; previous sale 1/07, 
$485,000
2456 Indian Drive Pahlavan 
Trust to V. & K. Choudary for 
$1,588,000 on 8/23/13; previous 
sale 2/96, $390,000
3540 La Mata Way Olsen Trust 
to M. & R. Dhir for $2,300,000 
on 8/27/13
4317 Silva Ave. Foster Trust 
to Q. Guo for $1,525,000 on 
8/28/13; previous sale 12/78, 
$86,000

Redwood City
257 5th Ave. N. Anne to W. Lin 
for $552,000 on 8/8/13; previous 
sale 5/07, $950,000
450 Alameda de las Pulgas 
A. Quintanilla to J. Totah for 
$938,000 on 8/12/13; previous 
sale 3/90, $265,000
761 Barnegat Lane #103 
M. & K. Taft to Varni Trust for 
$485,000 on 8/8/13; previous 
sale 6/98, $185,000
318 Beacon Shores Drive J. Ng 
to Anderson Trust for $828,000 
on 8/13/13; previous sale 4/06, 
$810,000
157 Central Ave. M. & M. Cha-
con to J. Umhoefer for $750,000 
on 8/14/13; previous sale 9/10, 

$510,000
870 Corriente Point Drive Shaf-
fer Trust to S. & M. Samant for 
$1,800,000 on 8/8/13; previous 
sale 5/01, $1,200,000
1914 Kentucky St. P. & D. 
Beckh to L. & B. Finato for 
$860,000 on 8/13/13
926 Madison Ave. Bank of 
America to Pacific States Capital 
for $995,000 on 8/12/13; previ-
ous sale 2/05, $1,025,000
2010 Madison Ave. E. Lee to 
M. Johnson for $655,000 on 
8/13/13; previous sale 12/05, 
$605,000
614 Myrtle St. Gull Trust to P. 
& S. Howard for $785,500 on 
8/13/13; previous sale 4/93, 
$238,500
18 Pelican Lane C. & J. Flood 
to Y. & L. Wang for $583,000 
on 8/14/13; previous sale 10/04, 
$535,000
615 Roosevelt Ave. J. Goings 
to Risecon North America for 
$555,000 on 8/8/13; previous 
sale 4/92, $219,500
2264 Roosevelt Ave. Working 
Dirt to N. Francis for $882,000 
on 8/8/13; previous sale 4/86, 
$195,000
532 Ruby St. B. Emel to Van-
winkle Trust for $800,000 on 
8/14/13; previous sale 5/10, 
$575,000
230 Santiago Ave. Zemlin Trust 
to Erpenbeck Trust for $992,500 
on 8/8/13; previous sale 5/91, 
$460,000
1645 Sierra St. Lomeli Trust to 
W. & C. Davis for $750,000 on 
8/12/13
640 Turnbuckle Drive #1610 
One Marina Homes to A. Vetrov 
for $644,500 on 8/13/13

2849 Washington Ave. Weems 
Trust to C. & D. Soares for 
$888,500 on 8/8/13

FORECLOSURES
Foreclosures are provided by 
California REsource, a real es-
tate information company that 
obtains the information from the 
County Recorder’s Office. The 
date is the recorded date of the 
deed when the lender took title 
to the property. The price is what 
the lender paid for it (usually the 
mortgage balance plus foreclo-
sure fees). Each property is now 
owned by the lender and is for 
sale, or will be for sale soon, in-
dividually or through public auc-
tion. Individuals should contact a 
Realtor for further information.

Atherton
1 Surrey Lane Harmin Invest-
ments, 7/10/13, $2,201,000, 
2,160 sf, 3 bd

East Palo Alto
2341 Oakwood Drive Blue 
Mountain Homes, 7/23/13, 
$333,000, 920 sf, 2 bd

Mountain View
956 Bonita Ave. #9 Re-
alty Investment Group, 8/08/13, 
$533,000, 1,126 sf, 2 bd

Redwood City
457 Starboard Drive Lurline As-
sets Group, 7/15/13, $881,500, 
1,980 sf, 3 bd

BUILDING PERMITS
Palo Alto

1213 Newell Road City of Palo 
Alto Main Library, addition and 
remodel, $15,000,000
981 Embarcadero Road re-roof 
garage, $11,762
2526 Webster St. install PV 
system, $n/a
620 Saint Claire Drive re-roof, 
$10,000
765 Moreno Ave. new pool, 
$51,650
933 Moreno Ave. new family 
room, remodel kitchen, $83,600
87 Encina Ave. replace boiler on 
roof, $25,000
4250 Pomona Ave. remodel 
kitchen, add washer/dryer, 
$35,000
1032 Forest Ave. new pool, 
$56,500
628 Forest Ave., Apt. F remodel 
kitchen, bathroom, add bath-
room, washer/dryer, $41,000
2011 Columbia St. replace 
water heater with tankless, $n/a; 
create larger storage room and 
reduce bedroom size, $17,800
140 University Ave. remove su-
shi bar and soffit, $n/a
470 Santa Rita Ave. remodel 

kitchen, new windows, new 
tankless water heater, new A/C, 
$175,000
410 Creekside Drive re-roof, 
$10,000
2291 South Court re-roof, 
$41,359
4217 Pomona Ave. remodel 
bathroom, $7,000
36 Churchill Ave. re-roof, 
$24,260
2150 Birch St. remodel 
kitchen, create laundry room, 
replace water heater, upgrade 
electrical,$16,000
959 Addison Ave. new pool, 
$75,000
2051 Emerson St. remodel 
basement, first, second floors, 
add two bay windows, $398,000
742 Ashby Drive re-roof, 
$31,029
627 Fulton St. second-story 
addition and remodel covered 
porch, $50,800
3400 Hillview Ave., #B4 Inte-
gral: new offices and conference 
rooms, $750,000
4030 Wilkie Way re-roof, $3,500
3000 Hanover St. relocate 
electrical vehicle supply equip-
ment, $n/a
177 Lundy Lane remodel two 
bathrooms, $16,000
1544 Walnut Drive re-roof, 
$23,000
180 El Camino Real, Suite 192 
Sunglass Hut: remodel, expand 
tenant space, $97,500
2000 Bryant St. new covered 
patio, bike storage shed, $10,000
660 Palo Alto Ave. install gas 
line for future barbecue, firepit 
and outdoor kitchen, $3,500
555 Hamilton Ave. replace heat 
pumps on roof, $98,000
3349 Louis Road re-roof, 
$10,000
134 Coleridge Ave. re-roof, 
$16,545
333 Miramonte Ave. relocate 
furnace, water heater, install 
plumbing/electrical for washer/
dryer, $20,000
122 Santa Rita Ave. addition 
and remodel, including master 
bath and family room, $150,000

3375 Hillview Ave. Stanford 
Medical Center: add one fume 
hood to lab space, $58,952
319 Middlefield Road new one-
car detached garage, including 
storage and half bath, $54,510
3120 Hansen Way Varian: com-
mercial remodel, $165,000
101 Alma St., Unit 506 create 
closet, $n/a
830 La Para Ave. add gas lines 
to two fireplaces, $n/a
3370 Park Blvd. new one-car 
garage, $11,493; remodel, ad-
dition for new master suite, new 
front porch, $225,813
2477 Aztec Way re-roof, 
$11,000
212 Homer Ave. Speck: com-
mercial remodel, $45,000
1501 Page Mill Road revise 
facade to stucco finish where ex-
terior file is failing, $97,000
122 Santa Rita Ave. new single-
car detached garage, $12,000
4156 Crosby Place expand 
master bathroom and closet, 
$16,000
754 Palo Alto Ave. repair foun-
dation, $22,500
634 Wellsbury Way re-roof, 
$11,000
2300 Geng Road Ephox: add 
sink and insta-hot water heater 
for office break room, $n/a
4043 Ben Lomond Drive repair 
garage wall, replace outlets, 
switches, $5,000
3120 Hansen Way Varian 
Medical Systems: install voltage 
switch, $90,000
4099 Laguna Way convert bed-
room to den with wet bar, $3,660
824 Seale Ave. pergola gate and 
fence, $7,450
301 Alma St. commercial re-
roof, $154,585
670 E. Meadow Drive Conv-
enant Children’s Center: add 
interior wall, $35,000
390 Palo Alto Ave. remodel 
kitchen, bathroom, new tankless 
water heater, replace furnace, re-
roof, $95,203
314 Stanford Ave. install flush-
mounted rooftop PV system, 
$n/a
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Atherton
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $4,800,000 
Highest sales price: $4,800,000  

East Palo Alto
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $397,500 
Highest sales price: $397,500 

Los Altos
Total sales reported: 8
Lowest sales price: $640,000 
Highest sales price: $2,350,000 

Los Altos Hills
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $2,500,000 
Highest sales price: $2,500,000 

Menlo Park
Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sales price: $520,000 
Highest sales price: $2,345,000 

Mountain View
Total sales reported: 13
Lowest sales price: $329,500 
Highest sales price: $1,931,000 

Palo Alto
Total sales reported: 4
Lowest sales price: $550,000 
Highest sales price: $2,300,000 

Redwood City
Total sales reported: 18
Lowest sales price: $485,000  
Highest sales price: $1,800,000 

SALES AT A GLANCE

Fine Waverly Square Ditz Crane
4 Bed. 2 ½ baths

Large rooms fi lled with light
Hardwood fl oors throughout

Separate family room, dining room 
$1,375,000

Web tour:
http://www.2702SaintGiles.com

Francis C. ROLLAND
Sr. Consultant - Coldwell Banker

- Since 1985
Direct: 650-947-2259 

Francis@Frolland.com
www.Frolland.com

OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

www.UNrealestate.info
A blog dedicated to UNreal events in Real Estate

Voted #1 for Best Realtor & Best Broker

WHAT DO YOU 
LOOK FOR IN 
A REALTOR?

__ Local Experience
__ Quality References

__ Professional Integrity
__ Market Knowledge

__ Great Hair

✔

✔
✔

✔

For buying or selling a home in the 
Palo Alto area, John King has 

everyhing you want. Almost.

650.354.1100
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STEVE BELLUMORI

Coldwell Banker 

650-752-0826 

SBellumori@CBnorcal.com

4289 Miranda Avenue, Palo Alto

Excellent Value     $1,295,000

Lovely and beautifully maintained one-level ranch style home.   
Attractively updated and remodeled by these long-term owners  
and now offered for new owners to enjoy for many years ahead.

beautiful granite counters,

cabinets

convenient access to 280 and other commute routes.

First Time  
on the Market in 40 Years!

Open Saturday and Sunday  
September 21st and 22nd 

1:00 – 4:00 PM

New Listing! 

KATE ENGELBRECHT

Coldwell Banker 

408-391-7582

KEngelbrecht@cbnorcal.com

www.NickGranoski.com
ngranoski@apr.com
650/269–8556

NICKGRANOSKI

Residential
real estate
expertise for the 
mid-peninsula.

Broker Associate
Alain Pinel President’s Club
DRE #00994196

Before you select a real estate agent, 
meet with Michael Repka to discuss 
how his real estate law and tax back-
ground benefi ts Ken DeLeon’s clients.

Michael  Repka

Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty 

JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)

NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com

“I have reached so many 
mid century modern enthusiasts 

through this publication.”
—Monique Lombardelli 

“The nature of our business is building relationships with those in the 

community that love these homes and preserving this style home. After 

seeing so many responses from my ads and from receiving letters from 

homeowners telling stories about their Eichlers, I feel that this publication is 

allowing me to touch so many lives. Listings have come from advertising 

here, but more importantly, I have found my niche and my target 

audience. I have formed great relationships through connecting here. Thank 

you so much for making this possible and for helping preserve many homes 

that may have otherwise been lost or destroyed.”

We will work to help your business grow! 
For Advertising information, please call 

Neal Fine at (650) 223-6583

1ST PLACE
GENERAL

EXCELLENCE
California Newspaper Publishers Association

Monique Lombardelli
650.380.5512
monique@modernhomesrealty.com
www.modernhomesrealty.com
DRE# 001879145
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Offered at $2,398,000

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christy Giuliacci

BRE #01506761

                         

650.380.5989   

christy@apr.comJ

Just Listed
3629 Ramona Circle 

Palo Alto

www.3629RamonaCircle.com

Jenny Teng
                         

650.245.4490   

Jteng@apr.com
BRE #01023687

Spectacular Custom New Construction  
Open Sat & Sun1:30 - 4:30pm
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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

apr.com | ALAIN PINEL REALTORS  12772 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road

CONNIE

MILLER
Broker Associate

ePRO, SRES, GREEN
650.279.7074

cmiller@apr.comBig Enough to Deliver, 
Small Enough to Care
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Chris Iverson, Sales Associate
650.450.0450
chris.iverson@dreyfussir.com
BRE 01708130

Local Knowledge    National Exposure    Global Reach

Woodside Glens (Sale Pending)
118 Hillside Drive, Woodside  |  118hillside.com

Portola Valley
170 Vista Verde Way  |  170vistaverdeway.com

Offered at $1,100,000

Bedrooms 2  |  Bathrooms 1

Home ±1,500 sf  |  Lot ±7,500 sf

Offered at $3,500,000

Bedrooms 3  |  Bathrooms 2.5  |  Home ±2,330 sf

Lots 13.29 acres + adjacent 9.19 acres

Sand Hill Road 
2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
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PALO ALTO     LOS ALTOS     LOS ALTOS HILLS     MENLO PARK     ATHERTON     PORTOLA VALLEY     WOODSIDE     MT. VIEW     REDWOOD CITY     ...AND THE ENTIRE MID-PENINSULA

 eannah Hunt

 aurel Hunt RobinsonL
L

LEANNAH HUNT & LAUREL HUNT ROBINSON ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT...

LEANNAH HUNT & LAUREL HUNT ROBINSON
(650) 475.2030     www.LeannahandLaurel.com

T his elegant new custom residence located in prestigious Old Palo 
Alto offers 4,320 sq feet of living space with 5 bedrooms. The fl oor 
plan is ideal for family living with an open kitchen-family “great room” 
on the ground fl oor plus a spacious entertainment/media area on the 
lower level. This Spanish/Mediterranean style home features an open 
fl ow between rooms and many custom designer details, abundant 
light throughout, oil rubbed French Oak fl oors and decorator 
features on every level.

Offered at $5,198,000

www.2303Cowper.com

Open House Sunday
 1:30-4:30pm

2303 Cowper Street, Palo Alto 

Beautiful New Construction in Desirable Old Palo Alto

Distinguishing Features:
5 Bedrooms, 4 Full Bathrooms and 2 Half Baths
Elegant Living Room with beam ceilings, fi replace and two sets of French 
doors to front patio & private rear yard

 Chef’s Kitchen with granite countertops, spacious center island, eat-in area 
Living area: 4,320 sq ft per architect’s plans (includes over 1500+ sq ft basement)
Lot Size: 6,500 sq ft per county records
Top-Rated Palo Alto Schools (Walter Hays Elementary, Jordan Middle, Palo Alto 
High-buyer to verify enrollment)

lhunt@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01009791

laurel@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01747147

PROVEN PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNNITY LEADERSHIP. UNMATCHED KNOWLEDGE OF MID-PENNISULA 
NEIGHBORHOODS. EXCEPTIONAL PERSONAL SERVICE. A TRACK RECORD OF OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

2179 Clayton Drive

Off ered at $3,595,000

2189 Clayton Drive

Off ered at $3,995,000

N E W  CO N S T R U C T I O N  I N  W E S T  M E N L O  PA R K

2179 and 2189 Clayton Drive

*Square footage approximate

Linda Espinoza
Landmark 
Properties 
Realtors
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JEFF STRICKER
Broker & Attorney
650.823.8057
jstricker@apr.com

STEVE TENBROECK
Broker, President’s Club
650.450.0160
stenbroeck@apr.com

Quality Is A Universal Language

JeffandSteve.com

LOS ALTOS
1720 Parkhills Avenue
Offered at $1,998,000

4 BD / 3 BA
2,300+/- Sq. Ft. 
Completely and Newly remodeled

Open Sat. & Sun. 1:30 - 4:30 pm
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Perfectly positioned on approximately 1.8 acres of land, this prestigious 7,200 square foot home is beautifully appointed with resort 

options for guests or extended family. 

1 6 3 6 7  R E Y N O L D S  D R I V E
MORGAN HILL

$4,099,000

Local Connections 
Global Exposure

ED GRAZIANI
(650) 947-2992 
(408) 828-1579
ed@serenogroup.com
www.EdGraziani.com
BRE # 01081556

AV O C E T  C I R C L E
PAJARO DUNES

1 3 9 1 4  C A M I N O  B A R C O
SARATOGA

$3,950,000$4,168,000 
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Presenting: 3511 Shafer Drive, Santa Clara

BRIAN CHANCELLOR
(650) 303-5511
brianc@serenogroup.com
ChancellorHomes.com
BRE# 01174998 Enjoy the tour at www.chancellorhomes.com 

OPEN HOUSE
SAT & SUN 
1:30-4:30
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1426 Pitman Avenue, Palo Alto

Lovingly maintained by the same family since 1975, this home 

offers classic traditional appeal in sought-after Crescent Park. With a 

backdrop of, and direct access to, Palo Alto’s Community Garden and 

Eleanor Park, the home has added privacy in a serene garden setting 

– a wonderful place for outdoor living.  The 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath 

fl oor plan is classically appointed with numerous updates, including 

beautiful granite counters in the kitchen. Hardwood fl oors in some 

rooms, bright windows and glass doors, recessed lighting, and extensive 

built-in cabinetry enhance the design. Whether enjoying this home 

today, remodeling, or even building new on this exceptional lot, this 

very special property stands ready for another generation to come. 

Offered at $3,198,000

www.tourfactory.com/1053186

Rare Setting in Crescent Park

Open Sat &
 Sun 1:30-4:30
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Community Connected 

ZachTrailerGroup 

         

Top 1% Internationally 
WSJ Top 200 Agents Nationwide   

650 906 8008 
www.zachtrailer.com | ztrailer@zachtrailer.com  

ZACH TRAILER 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. BRE# 01371338 

ZachTrailerGroup 

Open Saturday & Sunday 

563 LYTTON AVE 
PRIME DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO 

3BR | 3.5BA  
APPROX ±1,425 SF  

Stunning New Construction  
 

Chef’s Kitchen  
Spa-Like Master Bathroom  
Private Patio & Side Yard  

2-Car Attached Garage 
Palo Alto Schools  

 
Offered at $1,795,000 

Open Saturday & Sunday 

946 EVELYN ST 
PRIME DOWNTOWN MENLO PARK 

3BR | 2BA  
APPROX ±1,290 SF  
Charming Bungalow 

 

Beautifully Updated Kitchen 
New Stainless Steel Appliances 

Delightful Backyard Garden 
1-Car Detached Garage 

Menlo Park Schools  
 

Offered at $1,098,000 
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Midtown Realty, Inc.

2775 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306

Phone: (650) 321-1596

Fax (650) 328-1809

Palo Alto isn’t our branch office … it’s our home!

Co-Listed By: Menoo Cung

HDC Realty

DRE# 01377220

menoO@hdrealestate.com

650-776-4906

Listed By: Timothy Foy

DRE# 00849721

Cell: (650) 387-5078

Tim@midtownpaloalto.com 

Listed at $1,898,000

3412 Cowper Street, Palo Alto
Wow! Gorgeous home with open floor plan

Open Sat & Sun 1:30 – 4:30

Come and experience this wonderful,  
newer home designed for today’s living.
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www.904riversidedr.com

Offered at $3,488,000

Come and Enjoy Complementary  
Catered Street Tacos at the Open House

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12PM - 5PM

904 Riverside Drive
L o s  A l t o s

URBAN WEST is proud to present 904 Riverside Drive, indoor/

outdoor California living at its best.  Guided by their trademark 

focus on quality, livability, and sustainability, their efforts have 

resulted in this 3,388 livable sq. ft. modern craftsman .  The home 

sits proudly on an approximately 12,000 square foot lot boasting 

incredible curb appeal.  The front door introduces an elegant foyer 

leading to an open and airy great room highlighted by a gourmet 

kitchen, custom cabinets and a grand granite island with seating 

the serene, unobstructed views of the creekside backyard framed 

by a 15’ custom stacking door system.  A custom concrete patio, 

and a vehicle charging station.  And what is more green than walking.  This 4bd (3 with en suite bathrooms)/4.5ba home is 

walking distance to the Rancho San Antonio Shopping Center anchored by Starbucks and Andronicos. 

d e v e l o p m e n t

ROBERT MIBACH
&  C O M P A N Y

Presented by

Top Rated SCHOOLs: Springer Elementary  - 953 API Blach Junior High - 957 API Los Altos High - 895 API

Robert Mibach
Intero Real Estate
650.279.0444
BRE# 01318177
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578 University Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94301
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

BRE# 00858214

Tucked away on a cul-de-sac and moments to 
Canada College and 280 , this beautiful, contemporary 
condominium boasts a new gourmet kitchen, spacious 
living/dining room with patio access, and a remodeled 
bathroom.  

     granite counters and maple finished cabinetry

     dual pane windows, laundry area with washer & 
     dryer, fresh interior paint, wired for security system, 
     and community swimming pool

 
 

Offered at $455,000

PAMELA PAGE
650.400.5061
ppage@apr.com

PamPageProperties.com

Pam Page Presents...

4008 Farm Hill Blvd. #A103, Redwood City
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:30-4:30PM
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ATHERTON
4 Bedrooms
79 Normandy Ln  $3,398,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

5 Bedrooms
73 Nora Wy  $2,788,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

6+ Bedrooms
84 Nora Wy  $5,800,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

EAST PALO ALTO
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
1982 W Bayshore Rd #138 $589,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
1982 W Bayshore Rd #120 $688,000
Sat  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

FOSTER CITY
1 Bedroom - Condominium
916 Beach Park Blvd 68 $419,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 328-5211

HALF MOON BAY
4 Bedrooms
113 Pablo Ct  $975,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 323-7751

LOS ALTOS
3 Bedrooms
447 Alicia Wy  $1,698,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

4 Bedrooms
733 Covington Rd  $1,749,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

1720 Parkhills Av  $1,998,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

371 Warec Wy  $2,995,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

LOS ALTOS HILLS
4 Bedrooms
27464 Altamont Rd  $4,196,000
Sat  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

28100 Story Hill Ln  $3,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 380-1420

5 Bedrooms
27950 Roble Alto Dr  $3,995,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

MENLO PARK
2 Bedrooms 
2252 Eastridge Av  $1,049,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-1961

250 Newbridge St  $465,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

1063 Sonoma Av  $789,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

811 Middle Av  $1,095,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

2 Bedrooms - Condominium
2140 Santa Cruz Ave E109 $615,000
Sun 12-3 American Green Realty 302-2449

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
14 Mansion Ct #714  $2,495,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

582 Sand Hill Ci  $1,280,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

3 Bedrooms
431 Vine St  $2,299,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

929 Valparaiso Av  $1,995,000
Sat/Sun  Deleon Realty 380-1420

2 Iris Ln  $829,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

11 Bay Rd  $1,499,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

946 Evelyn St  $1,098,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

1078 Pine St  $1,595,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

4 Bedrooms
1141 Woodland Av  $2,195,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

253 University Dr  $3,595,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

5 Bedrooms
3617 Oak Dr  $2,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

2179 Clayton Dr  $3,595,000
Sat/Sun  Landmark Properties (408) 313-1988

5.5 Bedrooms
2189 Clayton Dr  $3,995,000
Sat/Sun  Landmark Properties (408) 313-1988

MOUNTAIN VIEW
2 Bedrooms
135 Eldora Dr  $978,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

2 Bedrooms - Condominium
264 N Whisman Rd 8  $446,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 328-5211

938 Clark Ave 48  $649,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
2545 W Middlefield Rd $895,888
Sat/Sun 10-6 Classic Communities (888) 524-2232

4 Bedrooms
1176 Bonita Av  $1,399,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

2702 Saint Giles Ln  $1,375,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 941-7040

2702 St Giles  $1,375,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 947-2200

968 Trophy Dr  $1,489,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

5 Bedrooms
1224 Arbor Ct  $1,645,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 941-7040

3376 Shady Spring Ln $1,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 380-1420

NEWARK
5 Bedrooms
6257 Zulmida Av  $439,000
Sun 2-4:30 Coldwell Banker 324-4456

PALO ALTO
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
424 Webster St  $1,298,000
Sat  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

3 Bedrooms
355 Channing Av  $2,995,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

563 Lytton Ave  $1,795,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

3137 Greer Rd  $1,238,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel, Realtors 323-1111

4289 Miranda Ave  $1,295,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
300 Sand Hill Cr 201  $1,498,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

4 Bedrooms
3994 Sutherland Dr  $2,349,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

2710 Ramona St  $3,595,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 325-6161

4301 El Camino Real  $1,558,888
Sat/Sun 10-6 Classic Communities (877) 332-0783

1426 Pitman Av  $3,198,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

3412 Cowper St  $1,898,000
Sat/Sun  Midtown Realty 321-1596

3629 Ramona Circle  $2,398,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

1730 University Av  $2,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 380-1420

5 Bedrooms
1820 Bryant St  $3,895,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

510 Lowell Av  $5,575,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

2303 Cowper St  $5,198,000
Sun  Sereno Group 323-1900

1511 Waverley St  $2,500,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

PORTOLA VALLEY
3 Bedrooms
190 Escobar Rd  $2,828,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111

4 Bedrooms
27 Old Spanish Tl  $1,125,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

REDWOOD CITY
2 Bedrooms
703 4th Av  $444,800
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 323-7751

2 Bedrooms - Condominium
4008 Farm Hill Blvd A103 $455,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

3 Bedrooms
1292 Fernside St  $929,000
Sun 2-4:30 Oliver Luxury Real Estate 207-1986

190 Rutherford Av  $849,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

4 Bedrooms
531 Beresford Av  $2,498,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

2470 Park Rd  $1,788,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

35 Agua Vista Ct  $3,198,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

SAN JOSE
3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
359 Bautista Pl  $599,000
Sat 1-5/Sun 1:30-4:30  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

4 Bedrooms
1808 Mcniff Pl  $1,299,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 323-7751

931 Maclay Dr  $685,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 324-4456

SAN MATEO
3 Bedrooms - Condominium
651 Port Dr #108  $629,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 323-7751

SANTA CLARA
3 Bedrooms
3511 Shafer  $675,000
Sat/Sun  Sereno Group 323-1900

WOODSIDE
2 Bedrooms
1400 Native Sons Rd  $1,150,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 851-2666

3 Bedrooms
52 Morse Ln  $1,595,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

20 Patrol Ct  $2,198,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

255 Glenwood Av  $1,275,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

4 Bedrooms
275 Josselyn Ln  $8,900,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

2 Bridle Ln  $5,295,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

133 Old La Honda Rd  $6,979,000
Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

3100 Woodside Rd  $3,850,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

120 Summerhill Ln  $2,495,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-2666

410 Star Hill Rd  $1,549,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 323-7751

185 Harcross Rd  $2,049,000
Sat/Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111

5 Bedrooms
245 Brookwood Rd  $3,950,000
Sun  Alain Pinel Realtors 529-1111

580 Eleanor Dr  $4,300,000
Sun  Keller Williams Palo Alto 454-8500

8 Skyline Dr  $1,288,000
Sat  Coldwell Banker 323-7751

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM 

PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
EXPLORE OUR MAPS, HOMES FOR SALE, OPEN HOMES, VIRTUAL TOURS, PHOTOS, PRIOR SALE INFO, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES ON www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

We offer the one online destination that lets you fully explore: 

Agents: 

Explore area real estate through your favorite local website:

TheAlmanacOnline.com
MountainViewOnline.com

PaloAltoOnline.com
And click on “real estate” in the navigation bar.

Are you staying current with the changing 
real estate market conditions?



PALO ALTO  650.323.1111  |  MENLO PARK  650.462.1111  |  WOODSIDE  650.529.1111  |  LOS ALTOS  650.941.1111 

APR REGIONS  |  Silicon Valley  |  Peninsula  |  East Bay  |  San Francisco  |  Marin  |  Wine County  |  Monterey Bay |  Lake Tahoe

   PALO ALTO OFFICE 650.323.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO  
An endearing tribute to Old Palo Alto’s legacy. 7bd/6.5ba 
with 12,850+/-sf living space on 37,000+/-sf lot.   $23,000,000

   MENLO PARK OFFICE 650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON  
New two-story estate with 6 en-suite bedrooms, 1bd/1ba 
guesthouse, pool, spa on 1.04+/-ac.   $10,480,000

   MENLO PARK OFFICE 650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO  
Quintessential brown shingle beauty features 3bd, 2 
offices, 2.5ba.   $4,850,000

   WOODSIDE OFFICE 650.529.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

WOODSIDE  
Extensively remodeled 3bd/2ba home on 2.56+/-acres. 
Natural light and beautiful views.   $1,800,000

   LOS ALTOS OFFICE 650.941.1111

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

LOS ALTOS  447 Alicia Way
Large 3bd/2ba home in North Los Altos. Beautiful 
12,096+/- sf lot. Los Altos schools.   $1,698,000

   LOS ALTOS OFFICE 650.941.1111

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

MENLO PARK  300 Sand Hill Cir Unit 201
Spacious 3bd/2ba condo with serene views, surrounded 
by luxurious golf course.   $1,498,000

   PALO ALTO OFFICE 650.323.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO  
Large lot with 5900+/-sf that includes a basement,
4 bedrooms, office and 3.5 baths.   $4,500,000

   LOS ALTOS OFFICE 650.941.1111

OPEN SUNDAY

PORTOLA VALLEY  190 Escobar Rd
Custom-built 3bd/2ba home with fabulous panoramic 
views of the bay and city lights.   $2,828,000

   PALO ALTO OFFICE 650.323.1111

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

PALO ALTO  3629 Ramona Cir
New green point rated construction with high-end 
amenities.  Chef’s kitchen opens to large FR.   $2,398,000

MAKE YOUR MOVE



Coldwell Banker #1 IN CALIFORNIA

Atherton  $6,249,000
This sumptuous West Atherton home presents absolute luxury 
both indoors and out. 5 BR/4 full BA + 2 half. 

Tom LeMieux  BRE #01066910  650.323.7751

Atherton  $3,398,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 79 Normandy Lane Stunning 8 year old home with 
5520 sq. ft of living space. 4 BR/3 full BA + 2 half. 

Keri Nicholas  BRE #01198898  650.323.7751

Los Altos Hills  $4,250,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 27950 Roble Alto Dr Must see! This luxuriously 
appointed home is a private oasis of sumptuous comfort. 5 BR/5.5 BA.
Jackie & Richard Schoelerman  
BRE #01092400/01413607  650.324.4456

Menlo Park  $3,595,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 253 University Dr New listing! Stunning Allied 
Arts home built in 2004. Perfect floor plan. Top Menlo Park schools. 
4 BR/4.5 BA.
Billy McNair  BRE #01343603  650.324.4456

Menlo Park  $2,299,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 431 Vine St Las Lomitas Schools! Spacious 
tastefully renovated home in University Heights, Menlo Park. 3 
BR/2 BA.
DiPali Shah  BRE #01249165  650.325.6161

Menlo Park  $1,280,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 582 Sand Hill Cir Just listed! Sand Hill Circle town-
home w/golf course views. Inside laundry, 2-car attached garage. 3 
BR/2.5 BA.
Deanna Tarr  BRE #00585398  650.324.4456

Menlo Park  $1,098,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 946 Evelyn St Charming Spanish bungalow in 
downtown Menlo Park. Beautifully updated kitchen. MP schools. 3 
BR/2 BA.
Zach Trailer  BRE #01371338  650.325.6161

Menlo Park  $1,049,000
Remodeled 1 Level Condo! Quiet end unit! Hdwd flrs, vaulted ceil-
ings, skylights, FP, updated baths & lrg pvt patio. 2 BR/2 BA.
Kathie Christie, John Matlock  
BRE #00809775, 00561058  650.851.1961

Menlo Park  $780,000
Rare 3 bedroom one level end unit. Light and bright. Best value in 
Sharon Heights! 3 BR/2 BA. 

Suzanne Scott  BRE #1386007  650.323.7751

Palo Alto  $4,995,000
By Appointment Only! Striking architectural features & designer 
materials! Incomparable 10 yr new English Tudor 7 BR/7.5 BA. 

Judy Shen  BRE #01272874  650.328.5211

Palo Alto  $3,595,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 2710 Ramona St Timeless New Construction 
in prime Midtown PA. Tudor-style architecture&modern finishes. 4 
BR/3.5 BA.
Zach Trailer  BRE #01371338  650.325.6161

Palo Alto  $2,995,000
Downtown PA, 9 Years New! Walk to downtown PA. Many upgrades. 
HW floors, private yard. Sep studio is 3rd bd & bath. 3 BR/3.5 BA.
Susie Dews & Shena Hurley  
BRE #00781220 & 01152002   650.325.6161

Palo Alto  $1,795,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 563 Lytton Av Stunning New Construction in 
Downtown PA. High-end contemporary finishes. Private patio. 3 
BR/3.5 BA.
Zach Trailer  BRE #01371338  650.325.6161

Palo Alto  $1,295,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 4289 Miranda Ave Excellent value! First time on mar-
ket in 40 years! Beautifully maintained & updated one-level home. 
3 BR/2 BA.
Steve Bellumori  BRE #00494595  650.324.4456

Woodside  $1,275,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 255 Glenwood Av Comfortable country living in 
this sun-filled home close to town center in the WDS Glens. 3 
BR/1 BA.
Helen & Brad Miller   BRE #01142061/00917768    650.851.2666



gullixson.com

WWW.351STOCKBRIDGE.COM ATHERTON 

1820 BRYANT STREET, PALO ALTO

OPEN SUNDAY 

3.07+/- ACRES IN WOODSIDE

THE GULLIXSONS WERE RANKED #4-TEAM FOR 2012 SALES VOLUME NATIONWIDE

ATHERTON NEW CONSTRUCTION

PRIME WEST ATHERTON
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Nestled in a park-like setting in a prime Mountain View location, this newly

938 CLARK AVENUE #48, MOUNTAIN VIEW
Open House Saturday & Sunday, 1:30-4:30PM

OFFERED AT $649,000
www.938Clark48.com

     2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 

       granite slab counters and custom cherry stained cabinetry

     Master bedroom with walk-in closet and remodeled bathroom

SHELLY 
ROBERSON

LIC. # 01143296

Opportunity is knocking! This single level 3 bedroom, 1 

investment property. 

1 CAR GARAGE850 SF  7,200 SQ. FT. LOT

DIANE SCHMITZ
(650) 947-2955

www.DianeSchmitz.com
dianeschmitz@serenogroup.com
BRE # 01235034

OPEN HOUSE

SAT & SUN, 1 :30 – 4:30PM

PRICED TO SELL AT $699,000

800 WAKE FOREST DR. , MOUNTAIN VIEW MLS #81334477
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

997 All Other Legals

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Public 
Notices

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
OFFERED AT $1,325,000

          i

Shari Ornstein
650.814.6682

 MENLO PARKS
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Palo Alto WeeklyMarketplace fogster.comTM

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Combining the reach of the Web with print
ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.PLACE 

AN AD
 ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

PHONE  
650/326-8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. Most 
listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & 
Body Services require 
contact with a Customer 
Sales Representative.

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, bar-
ter, give away or buy, get 
the perfect combination: 
print ads in your local 
newspapers, reaching 
more than 150,000 read-
ers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN 
BOARD 
100-155

  FOR SALE 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
330-390

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-560 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
801-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors 
Embarcadero Media cannot assume responsibil-
ity for the claims or performance of its adver-
tisers. Embarcadero Media right to refuse, 
edit or reclassify any ad solely at its discretion 
without prior notice.

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Did You Know  
that ten million adults tweeted in the 
past month, while 164 million read a 
newspaper in print or online in the past 
week? Advertise in 240 California news-
papers for one low cost. Your 25 word 
classified ad will reach over 6 million+ 
Californians. For brochure call Elizabeth 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT?  
THINKING OF ADOPTION? Talk with 
caring agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 866-
413-6293. Void in Illinois/New Mexico/
Indiana (AAN CAN)
Bake Sale!!!  
Please join us for a feast of tasty treats! 
Our best bakers offer home-baked 
sweet and savory goodies.September 
21st. 10am-4pm,September 22nd. 
12pm-4pm. PROTECTION OF THE 
VIRGIN MARY RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH. 3475 Ross Rd., Palo Alto.
Fashion Show & Singles Dances
Moms/Daughters- $ Stanford
original ringtones
Singers welcome
Stanford music tutoring

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Airline Careers  
begin here – Get FAA approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician training. Job 
placement and Financial assistance 
for qualified students. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-242-3382 
(Cal-SCAN)
Airline Careers  
begin here – Get FAA approved 
Maintenance training. Financial aid for 
qualified students – Housing available. 
Job placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877-804-5293 
(Cal-SCAN)
Need Class A CDL  
Training? Start a career in trucking 
today! Swift Academies offer PTDI certi-
fied courses and offer "Best-In-Class" 

Excellent Benefits Package Please Call: 
(520) 226-4362 (Cal-SCAN)
German language class
Instruction for Hebrew  
Bar and Bat Mitzvah For Affiliated and 
Unaffiliated  
George Rubin, M.A. in  
Hebrew/Jewish Education 650/424-
1940
Musical Theater Class Kids/Teens

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Private Piano 
Instruction  
(650) 493-6950
Enjoyable Piano Lessons  
Young, old, beginners, advanced, enjoy 
the special pleasure of playing the 
piano in a relaxed setting. Dr. Renee’s 
Piano 650 854-0543
Hope Street Music Studios  
In downtown Mtn.View. Most 
Instruments voice. All ages & 
levels 650-961-2192 www.
HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 
Piano Lessons in Palo Alto  
Call Alita at 650.838.9772
Piano lessons in Palo Alto

Voice Lessons

135 Group Activities
Thanks to St Jude

140 Lost & Found

LOST B&W CAT WITH EXTRA TOES  
My 14-lb male cat wandered off some-
time on Sunday, September 8th from 
the area of San Antonio and California 
(Monroe Dr). A cat that fits his descrip-
tion was spotted on Wednesday the 
11th on Diablo Avenue in Mountain 
View. He has extra toes on each of his 
massive paws, a black mustache under 
his black nose and his name is Shoe. 
He recently lost his collar and name tag 
but has been microchipped. He is a bit 
shy but will come if you shake a bag of 
food. If you see him, please contact me 
anytime day or night at 650-450-8205.

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY
Moms/Daughters- $ Stanford
WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers

Fosterers Needed for Moffet Cats
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY
Moms/Daughters- $ Stanford

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars  
Vintage Mercedes convertibles, 
Porsche, Jaguar, Alfa, Lancia, Ferrari, 
Corvettes, Mustangs. Early Japanese 
Cars, Other collector cars of significant 
value desired. 714-267-3436 michael-
canfield204@gmail.com
CASH FOR CARS  
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)
Donate Your Car  
Fast Free Towing 24 hr. Response 
- Tax Deduction. United Breast 
Cancer Foundation. Providing Free 
Mammograms and Breast Cancer Info 
888-792-1675 (Cal-SCAN) 
Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat  
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of.  
888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Los Altos, St. Simon Church, 1860 
Grant Road, 9/27: 10 am - 4 pm, 
9/28: 9 am - 2 pm
Palo Alto, Escondido Elementary 
Garage Sale 890 Escondido Rd, 
September 28, 8am-1pm

RWC: 1228 Douglas Ave., 9/20, 
11-2; 9/21, 9-1  
BIG RUMMAGE SALE benefits  
Lucile Packard Children's Hospital. 
(Just south of Woodside Rd., bet. 
Broadway and Bayshore Fwy.) CASH 
ONLY (650)497-8332 or during sale 
(650)568-9840

Waldorf School, 180 N. Rengstorff 
Avenue, SATURDAY SEPT. 28th 8:00-
3:00

235 Wanted to Buy
Cash for Diabetic Test Strips  
Don't throw boxes away-Help others. 
Unopened /Unexpired boxes only. 
All Brands Considered! Call Anytime! 
24hrs/7days (888) 491-1168  
(Cal-SCAN)

237 Barter
80’s Michael Jackson Tapestry, 
Nice Charcoal Grill Will Trade,

240 Furnishings/
Household items
ANTIQUE ARMOIRE - SACRISTY/CLUB 
- $620-
Bed by Camelot - $200
POTTERY BARN CARPET - $250-

245 Miscellaneous
AT&T U-verse  
for just $29/mo! Bundle and Save 
with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and 
get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select 
plans). Hurry, call now! 800-319-3280 
(Cal-SCAN)
Cable TV-Internet-Phone  
Satellite. Save! You`ve Got A Choice! 
Options from ALL major service provid-
ers. Call us to learn more! CALL Today. 
888-706-4301. (Cal-SCAN) 
DirecTV  
Over 140 channels only $29.99 
a month. Call Now! Triple savings! 
$636.00 in Savings, Free upgrade to 
Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday ticket free!! 
Start saving today! 1-800-291-0350 
(Cal-SCAN)
DISH TV Retailer  
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
and High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) Save! 
Ask About Same Day Installation! Call 
Now! 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN) 
KILL ROACHES!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate 
Roaches-Guaranteed. No Mess, 
Odorless, Long Lasting. Available 
at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com
Reduce Your Cable Bill  
Get an All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting at $24.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, so CALL NOW! 
(877)366-4509 (Cal-SCAN)
80’s Michael Jackson Tapestry - $25.00
Wow! Look! See! Out Door Grill - $35.00

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
 Offered
EXPERIENCED NANNY
Fun, reliable nanny

340 Child Care 
Wanted
Family Assistant West Menlo Park
Looking for part time nanny  
Looking for a part time nanny from 
2:45pm to 5:45pm daily. Your primary 
job is after school care involving driv-
ing. Only confident drivers with a valid 
CDL need apply. Call: (408) 879-7724

355 Items for Sale
$10- 3 BabyEinsteinDVD’s
0-6monBoyClothesNewColderSeason
3DVDs3+Yrs,LittlePeope,TravelAdv
4T Footed Onesies

425 Health Services
VIAGRA  
100MG, 40 pills+/4 free, only $99.00. 
Save Big Now, Discreet shipping. Call 
1-800-374-2619 Today! (AAN CAN)

475 Psychotherapy & 
Counseling
Bette U. Kiernan, MFT

Counseling Services  
Mental Research Institute clinics offer 
low cost counseling services by 
appointment for individuals, 
couples, families and children in 
English, Spanish, and Mandarin. 
Location: 555 
Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. For 
information, call 650/321-3055 

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Conservation Program Officer  
Andes-Amazon Initiative, Req. Master 
(or equiv.) in Env Conservation, 
Econ, Bus Admin or rel. + 6 yr. exp. 
Utilizing analytical skills and prof in 
Portuguese and Spanish languages, 
drawing on knowledge of Amazon 
Basin conservation, particularly 
the env policy and econ in Brazil 
and its role in the world to dev and 
impl strategies to minimize the neg 
impact of cattle ranching in the 
Amazon basin. 50% of int'l and dom 
travel req’d. Gordon E. and Betty I. 
Moore Foundation. Palo Alto, CA. 
F/T. E-mail resume to: jobs@moore.
org and ref #6015. No Calls/Agents.

Newspaper Delivery Route  
Immediate Opening  
Route available on Fridays to deliver 
the Palo Alto Weekly, an award-
winning community newspaper, to 
homes and businesses in Palo Alto. 
Newspapers must be picked up 
between 6AM and 8AM in Palo Alto 
and delivered by 5PM. Pays approx. 
$100 per day (plus $20 bonus for 
extra large editions). Additional 
bonus of approx. $200 following suc-
cessful 13 week introductory period. 
Must be at least 18 y/o. Valid CDL, 
reliable vehicle and current auto 
insurance req’d. Please email your 
experience and qualifications to 
Jon3silver@yahoo.com. Or call Jon 
Silver, 650-868-4310

Restaurant: Cafe Borrone  
is hiring! Servers, Kitchen, and 
Dishwasher positions available for 
those who want to be a part of a 
friendly, hardworking, fast paced 
environment. Full- and Part-Time. 
Apply in Person 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

WAITER/BUSSER/DELIVERY  
Cafe & Conference Center located 
on Sand Hill Road in Menlo Park, is 
looking for an experienced service 
person to assist in our Cafe Monday-
Friday for lunch service. Hours will 
vary a bit, but mostly 10-2pm. 
  
Ideal candidate would be willing to 
cover the all three areas listed, but 
we are open to options & depending 
on variety of candidates, we might 
find the perfect duo to make this 
work. 
  
Other options for catering service 
can be made available for those who 
wish for more hours. 
  
Please forward resume OR cover let-
ter explaining experience & desires 
to email provided. We will contact 
you regarding an interview/meeting... 
looking forward to meeting you!

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 
from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)
AIRLINE CAREERS 
begin here – Get trained as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Technician. Housing and 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN)
Drivers: CDL-A 
Train and Work for Us! Professional, 
focused CDL training available. Choose 
Company Driver, Owner Operator, 
Lease Operator or Lease Trainer.  
(877) 369-7126  
www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com  
(Cal-SCAN)
Drivers: Earn $1000+ 
per week. Full benefits + quality 
hometime. New trucks arriving. CDL-A 
required. Call 877-258-8782 www.ad-
drivers.com (Cal-SCAN)
Help Wanted! 
make extra money in our free ever 
popular homemailer program, 
includes valuable guidebook! Start 
immediately! Genuine! 1-888-292-1120 
www.easywork-fromhome.com  
(AAN CAN)
Sales: Earn $500/Day 
Insurance Agents needed; Leads, no 
cold calls; Commissions paid daily; 
Lifetime renewals; Complete training; 
Health/Dental Insurance. Life license 
required. Call 1-888-713-6020 (Cal-
SCAN)
Sales: Earn $500/Day 
Insurance Agents needed; Leads, no 
cold calls; commissions paid daily; 
lifetime renewals; complete training; 
health/dental insurance; Life license 
required. Call 1-888-713-6020  
(Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

615 Computers
My Computer Works 
Computer problems? Viruses, spyware, 
email, printer issues, bad internet con-
nections - FIX IT NOW! Professional, 
U.S.-based technicians. $25 off service
Call for immediate help. 1-888-865-
0271 (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Problems got you 
down?  
I can help...Repair, Upgrades, 
Installations, and much more 
Call Robert 650-575-2192

Marketplace fogster.comTM

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Combining the reach of the Web with print
ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

go to fogster.com to respond to ads without phone numbers

The Palo Alto 
Weekly 

Marketplace  

is online at:
http://www.fogster.com

ARE YOU CONNECTED?
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620 Domestic Help 
Offered
Experienced Parenting & Family 
Help! 
Will meet/work at your home your 
schedule 5 to 10 sessions or as need-
ed! First session free. See details on 
Fogster.com. Call for more information 
today! 650-533- 0704 

624 Financial
Credit Card Debt? 
Get free of credit card debt now! Cut 
payments by up to half. Stop creditors 
from calling. 888-416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)
Guaranteed Income 
Guaranteed Income For Your 
Retirement. Avoid market risk & get 
guaranteed income in retirement! CALL 
for FREE copy of our SAFE MONEY 
GUIDE Plus Annuity Quotes from 
A-Rated companies! 800-375-8607 
(Cal-SCAN)
Student Loan Payments? 
Cut your student loan payments in 
half or more even if you are Late or in 
Default. Get Relief FAST Much LOWER 
payments. Â Call Student Hotline 855-
589-8607 (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Save on Auto Insurance 
from the major names you know and 
trust. No forms. No hassle. No obliga-
tion. Call Ready for My Quote now! Call 
1-888-706-8325. (Cal-SCAN) 

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Classified Advertising 
The business that considers itself 
immune to advertising, finds itself 
immune to business. Reach Californians 
with a Classified in almost every 
count! Over 270 newspapers! Combo-
California Daily and Weekly
Networks. Free Brochures. elizabeth@
cnpa.com or (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Classified Advertising 
The business that considers itself 
immune to advertising, finds itself 
immune to business. Reach Californians 
with a Classified in almost every county 
Over 270 newspapers! Combo-California 
Daily and Weekly Networks.Â Free 
Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.com or 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)
Display Business Card Ad 
Many a small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of advertising 
– Mark Twain. Advertise your business 
card sized ad in 140 California news-
papers for one low cost. Reach over 
3 million+ Californians. Free brochure 
elizabeth@cnpa.com (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

710 Carpentry
Cabinetry-Individual Designs 
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling: 
Mantels * Bookcases * Workplaces 
*Wall Units * Window Seats. Ned Hollis, 
650/856-9475

715 Cleaning 
Services
 House Cleaning in the BAY!!!
Navarro Housecleaning Services 
Apartments and homes. Carpets and 
windows. 20 years exp., good refs. Call 
for free est. 650/853-3058; 
650/796-0935 
Olga's Housecleaning 
Res./Com. Wkly/mo. Low Rates. Local 
Refs. 25 years Exp. & Friendly. I Love 
My Job! Ins. 
(650) 380-1406

Orkopina Housecleaning
Since 1985

Full Service & Move In/Move Out
Dependable, Trustworthy, Detailed

Credit Cards Accepted

OrkopinaCleaningService.com
Bonded & Insured  |  Lic. 20624

650-962-1536

730 Electrical
Clarence Electric Co.

#955129

Residential Specialist
Troubleshooting Experts

Sr/Mil Disc/CC accept
Live Response!

Call 650-690-7995
748 Gardening/
Landscaping
Beckys Landscape 
Weekly/periodic maint. Annual rose/fruit 
tree pruning, clean-ups, irrigation, sod, 
planting, raised beds. Power washing. 
650/444-3030

Ceja’s HOME & GARDEN 
LANDSCAPE30 Years in family

 Ya
Tree triming & removing, 

including P
650.814.1577  650.455.0062

Citiscapes 
I have landscaped here for over 
30 years. Free consultation. Ken 
MacDonald 650-465-5627
Lic# 749570

J. Garcia Garden Maintenance 
Service 
Free est. 20 years exp. (650)366-
4301 or (650)346-6781

J. L. GARDENING SERVICE

25 Years of Exp.

650-520-9097
www.JLGARDENING.COM

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING 
*Yard Maintenance*New 
Lawns*Clean Ups*Tree 
Trimming*Wood Fences* 
Rototilling*Power Washing*irrigation 
timer programming. 17 years experi-
ence.
Call Ramon 650-576-6242 

LAWN MOWING SERVICE - FREE

Leo Garcia Landscape/
Maintenance 
Lawn and irrig. install, clean-ups. 
Res. and comml. maint. Free Est. 
Lic. 823699. 650/369-1477.

R.G. Landscape 
Yard Clean-ups, maintenance, installa-
tions. Call Reno for free est. 650/468-
8859
Tired of Mow, Blow and Go? 
Owner operated, 40 years exp. All 
phases of gardening/landscaping. Ref. 
Call Eric, 408/356-1350

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS: 
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on 
any project valued at $500.00 or 
more in labor and materials. State 
law also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers on all 
advertising. Check your contrac-
tor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs that total less 
than $500.00 must state in their 
advertisements that they are not 
licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board. 

CDL Construction 
408-310-0355 Lic 781723B

Owens Construction 
Thank you SF Bay area for a great 25 
years of building!
www.OwensConstruction.biz
CA Lic 730995

757 Handyman/
Repairs

Complete ome Repair
Maintenanc
emodelin

Professional Painting
Carpentr
Plumbing

Custom Cabine Desig
Deck ence
An Much More

650.529.1662
650.483.4227

ABLE 
HANDYMAN 

FRED
30 Years Experience

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE 
Misc. junk, office, garage, furniture, 
mattresses, green waste yard debri 
and more... Lic. &Ins. FREE esti-
mates. 650-743-8852 (see my Yelp 
reviews) 

Johnston Hauling  
100% Recycle Junk Removal 
Best Rates * Local Since 1985
650/327-HAUL; 415/999-0594
Insured - PL/PD

767 Movers
BAY AREA RELOCATION SERVICES 
Homes, Apartments, Storage. Full
Service moves. Serving the Bay
Area for 20 yrs. Licensed & Insured. 
Armando,650-630-0424.
CAL-T190632

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Arnie Henrikson Painting 
Quality Interior & Exterior work Free 
Estimate & Color Consultation Call 650-
949-1498 Lic. # 727343
Glen Hodges Painting 
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325
H.D.A. Painting and Drywall 
Interior/exterior painting, drywall 
installed. Mud, tape all textures. Free 
est. 650/207-7703 

RE D W O O D PA I N T I N G
Serving the peninsula over 15 years

Residential / Commercial
Apartments, drywall retexturing and 
repair, window cleaning, pressure 

washing, and more...
Bonded 

& Insured Lic# 15030605650.271.7344

STYLE PAINTING 
Full service painting. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Mtn. View Asphalt Sealing 
Driveway, parking lot seal coating. 
Asphalt repair, striping. 30+ yrs. 
family owned. Free est. Lic. 507814. 
650/967-1129

Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
new construct, repairs. 35 yrs exp. No 
job too small. Lic #663703. 650/814-
5572

SOLID ROCK PAVING 
Service your driveway now!

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized 
Residential Organizing 
by Debra Robinson 
(650)941-5073

781 Pest Control
Goppher/Trapper

783 Plumbing
Middlebrook’s Plumbing/Radiant

799 Windows
Bobs Window Cleaning 
Free Estimates, Serving the Bay Area 
Since 1980. 650/968-7654

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1545
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1645
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1695
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1610
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1675
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1,995

803 Duplex
Redwood City, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,500.00

805 Homes for Rent
Mtn. View - $4500/mo.
Portola Valley, 2 BR/2 BA - $5,200.00
Portola Valley, 2 BR/2 BA - $5,200.00
Sunnyvale, 4 BR/2 BA 
$4500/month, 1807SQ. 1548 Barton 
Dr. Walking distance to Cupertino 
schools. No pet. 408-601-0405. 

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Los Altos - $799000
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $1099000
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $1099000
Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $899000
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $599000
Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $599999
Woodside, 3 BR/2 BA - $1099000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
DAY SPA TREATMENT ROOM

Professional Office Space  
Full service building 1,080 sq ft 2nd 
floor walk-up with kitchenette - great 
location and access flexible lease 
available now! $1.60 sq ft. Location: 
2083 Old Middlefield Way, MV. Diana, 
650/714-8461

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Cabo San Lucas: $399 
All Inclusive Special - Stay 6 Days 
In A Luxury Beachfront Resort With 
Unlimited Meals And Drinks For $399! 
www.luxurycabohotel.com 888-826-
2141 (Cal-SCAN)

9 2
8 6 3
4 3 9

8 3 5
4 2 7

5 4 1 6
6 5 7

1 9 3
8 6

Across
1 “Cool” amount of money
4 Lewd dude
9 Wyclef Jean or Lauryn Hill, once
14 “Entourage” agent Gold
15 They blow off steam
17 Chinese revolutionary Sun 

___-sen
18 Was preceded by
19 “Addams Family” cousin
20 Gordie who played 26 seasons
21 Sphinx’s offering
22 Scary Spice’s alter ego
24 “7 Faces of Dr. ___”
25 Prefix past tera- and peta-
26 Historical time
28 Get (behind)
30 Wu-Tang Clan producer
33 Side dish often oven-roasted
39 Dimensions beyond description
40 What yoga and meditation 

help with
41 Data storage device, for short 

(hidden in PRESS DOWN)
42 Latest craze
43 Poetic planet
44 Amtrak listing, briefly
47 Angler’s need
49 A kazillion years, it seems
52 Reagan biographer Peggy
55 Teen follower
57 Eat daintily
58 Neo’s realization that prompts 

the line “Show me”
60 Concert shirt
61 They come before deliveries
62 “Green Acres” star Gabor
63 Showing some cheek
64 Last name in tractors
65 Hunky-dory

Down
1 Bialik of “The Big Bang Theory”
2 Hardly a happy camper
3 Unnamed source of a secret, 

playfully
4 Grateful Dead bass guitarist Phil
5 Glorify
6 Park Avenue hotel, casually
7 Blink-and-you’ll-miss-it sighting
8 Engine noise
9 Former Army base in N.J.
10 Norwegian phrase heard in the 

Upper Midwest
11 Ending for Scotch (anagram 

of DRAG)
12 Organic compound
13 J.D. Salinger heroine
16 Drought-damaged (hidden in 

SERENA WILLIAMS)
23 ___ Canyon (Utah attraction)
27 Some abstract paintings
29 It’s said with a pat
30 Brew from South Africa
31 Paradoxical philosopher
32 Part of NCAA
33 Eleanor’s White House suc-

cessor
34 Bldg. units
35 Hosp. facilities
36 1989 play about Capote
37 Label for Sonny & Cher
38 Solution strength, in 

Southampton (anagram of 
TRITE)

44 Makes out, to Brits
45 Light golden brown
46 He wrote “She’s a Lady”
48 Put off
50 New, in Nicaragua
51 Say something
52 Slight bites
53 Cajun vegetable
54 They get swapped for quarters
56 Bit of subterfuge
59 “Hansel ___ Gretel” (German 

opera)

“Freestyle for All”--no theme, so what? Matt Jones

©2012 Jonesin’ CrosswordsAnswers on page 66
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 65.
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READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of  
college and prep sports, visit 
www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
Field hockey: Cal at Stanford, 2:30 

p.m.; Pac-12 Network
Women’s volleyball: St. Mary’s at 

Stanford, 7 p.m.; Pac-12 Network

Saturday
Football: Arizona St. at Stanford, 

4 p.m.; FOX; KNBR (1050 AM); KZSU 
(90.7 FM)

Sunday
Men’s soccer: Colgate at Stanford, 

1 p.m.; Pac-12 Network
Women’s soccer: Stanford at Santa 

Clara, 7 p.m.; ESPNU

Wednesday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at 

Cal, 7 p.m.; Pac-12 Network

ON THE AIR

Stanford’s fifth-year senior linebacker Trent Murphy, who came to The Farm after selecting the Cardinal over 
Arizona State, may play a key role against those same Sun Devils on Saturday in a Pac-12 opener at Stanford.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Gunn’s Matt Johnson (right) got the better of his 
twin brother Brandon, Paly’s coach.

Another
test for
defense

Arizona native Murphy  
is looking forward  

to facing Sun Devils
by Rick Eymer

T rent Murphy was one mean 
football player in high 
school. That’s exactly what 

Stanford coach David Shaw 
wanted to see. During the recruit-
ing process, Shaw was impressed 
by the way he handled would-be 
blockers.

“He’d just throw them to the 
ground,” Shaw said. “I pointed 
at him and said ‘that’s what we’re 
looking for.’ I don’t care who else 
is recruiting him. He played hard 
and with an attitude.”

Jim Harbaugh was still around 
and Murphy said his passion for 
the game is what made Stanford 
so attractive.

Murphy, a fifth-year senior out-
side linebacker out of Mesa (he at-
tended Brophy Prep in Phoenix), 
hopes to slow down an Arizona 
State offense that averages over 
43 points a game and nearly 500 
yards of offense.

The 23rd-ranked Sun Devils 
(2-0) visit Stanford Stadium to 
take on the fifth-ranked Cardinal 
(2-0) in the Pac-12 Conference 
opener for both teams Saturday at 
4 p.m. The teams are meeting for 
the first time in three years.

Stanford is coming off a 34-20 
win over Army while Arizona 
State knocked off Wisconsin, 32-
30, in a controversial ending.

“It feels like we played Wiscon-
sin just the other day,” Murphy 
said of last season’s Rose Bowl 

Oh brother! Gunn wins first battle 
of the Johnson coaching twins

by Keith Peters

I t was only two summers ago that twin 
brothers Brandon and Matt Johnson 
stood on the pool deck at Palo Alto 

High as the new coaches of the boys’ wa-
ter polo team. As close as twins are, it 
was only natural that the two came as a 
packaged deal.

Fast forward to Tuesday afternoon. The 
brothers were back on the same pool deck, 
only this time as opposing coaches — 
Brandon still with Paly but Matt with rival 
Gunn, from where the brothers graduated 
in 2006.

Not only were the Vikings and Titans 
opening their SCVAL De Anza Division 
seasons, but the brothers were facing each 
other for the first time ever in a league 
match.

Score one for Matt and Gunn, as the Ti-
tans overcame an early 3-2 deficit in the 
first quarter and pulled away for a 14-7 
victory.

There was no brotherly hug following 
the match, just an acknowledgment from 

both as the teams lined up and shook 
hands.

Was it good to beat his brother?
“Yeah,” said Matt, who still shares 

the same roof with Brandon as both are 
hanging out at their parents’ house. Thus, 
dinner on Tuesday might have been a bit 
awkward.

“Yeah, we spoke briefly about it,” said 
Brandon. “Just went over some of the plays 
from the game and how we thought each 
of our teams performed, but that’s about 
it. We play each other again (Oct. 10 at 
Gunn), but may see each other before that 
as we are both in the NCS/CCS tourna-
ment (Sept. 27-28 at St. Francis).”

Matt most likely didn’t stick it to Bran-
don over dinner because this wasn’t his 
first victory over his brother. Gunn and 
Paly faced each other at the High School 
Championships during the summer in 
Southern California, playing for 43rd 
place in the field of 48. Matt won that one, 

OF LOCAL NOTE . . . Palo Alto High 
grad Kimmy Whitson earned Most 
Valuable Player honors while helping 
the Pacific women’s volleyball team 
finish 3-0 and win its fourth straight 
Community Bankers Classic title on 
Saturday night following a sweep of 
San Jose State in Stockton. Whit-
son, a sophomore setter and team 
captain, finished with 94 assists, 17 
digs, 12 kills and 11 blocks as the 
Tigers improved to 7-4 this season. 
In the final match against San Jose 
State, she had 32 assists, nine digs 
and six kills as Pacific produced a 
25-21, 25-23, 25-15 victory. . . . Mel-
anie Wade, a teammate of Whitson’s 
at Paly, has helped Washington to a 
6-0 record and No. 3 AVCA national 
ranking. Wade had 13 kills, five digs 
and five blocks in road wins over No. 
14 Illinois and Lolyola (Chicago) . . . 
Palo Alto High grad Shelby Knowles 
has 122 kills, 111 digs, 16 aces and 
13 assists for Wheaton College 
this season. . . . Another Paly grad, 
Caroline Martin, produced 20 kills 
and 24 digs as Connecticut College 
went 1-3 in the MIT Invitational last 
weekend in New London, Conn. 
The Camels are 3-3 this season . 
. . Sacred Heart Prep grad Abby 
Dahlkemper scored her first goal 
of the season to help nationally No. 
5-ranked UCLA defeat San Diego 
State, 2-0, last Friday. The Bruins 
improved to 6-1. . . . In Cambridge, 
Mass., Castilleja grad Emily Mos-
bacher and Sacred Heart Prep grad 
Elizabeth Weisman both saw plenty 
of playing time for Harvard in a 1-0 
victory over visiting LIU Brooklyn on 
Sunday. Mosbacher, a sophomore, 
collected a rebound from a shot on 
goal and passed it to Midge Purce, 
who scored with 7:41 left before 
halftime. . . . Menlo-Atherton grad 
Alex Gow was in the cage for the 
Princeton men’s water polo team as 
the Tigers defeated Santa Clara, 9-7, 
topped Harvard, 14-7, and dunked 
Iona, 11-6, to capture the Princeton 
Invitational last weekend to open 
their season. Gow had nine saves 
for the No. 14-ranked Tigers against 
No. 16 Santa Clara and came up 
with 12 saves in the win over Iona. In 
the win over Harvard, Sacred Heart 
Prep grad Ben Dearborn made his 
first start of the season in goal and 
stopped 12 shots in a complete-
game effort.



Page 68

Sports

Taylor Fortnam
Menlo-Atherton cross country

Malaika Koshy
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Marine Hall-Poirier
Priory volleyball

Becca Raffel*
Palo Alto volleyball

Jayshree Sarathy
Gunn golf

Anna Zhou
Gunn golf

Honorable mention

Sarah Robinson
GUNN HIGH

The senior won the first 
SCVAL cross-country meet of 
the season with the fastest 
time out of 154 runners, and 
won the Lowell Invitational 
title (fastest time of the day) 
while helping the Titans win 
a team crown.

Isiah Nash
MENLO-ATHERTON HIGH

The senior running back 
scored on touchdown runs 
of 41 and 50 yards in the 
fourth quarter while gaining 
a career-high 204 rushing 
yards to spark the Bears to a 
19-10 nonleague football win 
at Los Gatos.

Nick Bisconti
Menlo water polo

Peter Bouret
Menlo football

Keller Chryst
Palo Alto football

Ricky Grau
Prior Sacred Heart Prep football 

Jack Heneghan
Menlo football

Riley Tinsley
Sacred Heart Prep football

* previous winner

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City Council 
will hold a public hearing at the special Council meeting 
on Monday, October 7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. or as near 
thereafter as possible, in the Council Chambers, 250 
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to Consider:   1) Adoption of a 
Resolution Certifying a Final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report; 2) Adoption of An Ordinance Amending 
Section 18.08.040 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code 
to Approve an Amendment to Planned Community  
(PC-5150) Mixed use Project to Allow Reconstruction 
of One of Two Historic Eichler Retail Buildings (Building 
1); and 3) Approval of a Final Map to Subdivide Two 
Commercial Parcels Into Eleven Parcels to Include a 
Commercial Parcel with a Public Park and Ten Single 
Family Properties, for a 3.58 Acre Site Located at 2080 
Channing Avenue (Edgewood Plaza Mixed Use Project). 
* Quasi-Judicial

DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC
CITY CLERK

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PREP FOOTBALL

San Francisco 49ers head coach and Paly alum Jim Harbaugh makes 
the pregame coin toss before the Vikings’ 28-7 season-opening victory.

It’s down
to business

for Paly
Vikings set their sights  
on Mitty on Saturday  
in battle of contenders
by Andrew Preimesberger

A ll the pomp and circum-
stance is over. Palo Alto 
took care of that last week 

when it unveiled its new football 
stands and various other new ad-
ditions to its facility, even bring-
ing in Paly alum Jim Harbaugh 
for the celebration.

There was plenty to celebrate as 
the Vikings opened their season 
with a 28-7 nonleague triumph 
over San Benito. Now, things get 
a lot tougher.

It will be Palo Alto and Mitty 
meeting once again when the 
perennial Central Coast Section 
powers tangle at Foothill College 
on Saturday at 7 p.m. 

For the Vikings, it will be an 
opportunity to avenge losses in 
their two previous games with the 
Monarchs, 28-27 last year and 27-
21 in 2011. Paly last beat Mitty in 
2010 when the Vikings won dur-
ing the regular season and in the 
CCS playoffs on the way to a 14-0 
record and state title.

The past three showdowns have 
been decided by six points or less. 
Palo Alto had the upper hand in 
offense last season, 487 yards 
to Mitty’s 237, but suffered five 
sacks and three turnovers.

Taking care of the ball will be 
crucial for both teams, highly 
ranked in both the section and in 
Northern California.

Palo Alto is No. 3 in CCS with 
Mitty No. 5, according to Max-
Preps, which also lists the Vikings 
No. 1 in its NorCal rankings — 
trailing only De La Salle, Folsom 
and Bellarmine. Mitty’s NorCal 
ranking is No. 18.

Rankings will be meaningless 
in this game, however, as quar-
terbacks Keller Chryst of Paly 
and Trent Scharrenberg of Mitty 
lead the way. Chryst threw a pair 
of touchdown passes against San 
Benito while Scharrenberg tossed 
three in a 35-14 win over Leland.

At Palo Alto, the Vikings un-
leashed a promising offense that 
racked up 296 total yards during 
its win over the 2012 CCS Divi-
sion I champion Haybalers.

“Overall, it was a good team 
win tonight,” said Chryst, who 
committed to Stanford earlier this 
year. “We played it pretty conser-
vative and played our game and 
just did what we had to do.”

Chryst led off the Vikings’ third 
drive of the game with a four-yard 
dump pass to senior running back 
Andrew Frick to give Paly the 
early 7-0 first-quarter lead. In 
the second quarter, Chryst con-
nected with senior wide receiver 
Malcolm Davis for a spectacular 
31-yard diving touchdown catch 

to give his team the 14-0 edge.
Frick scored his second touch-

down of the game on a three-yard 
run up the middle to give the Vi-
kings a 21-0 advantage going into 
halftime.

Harbaugh, meanwhile, took 
time out as head coach of the San 
Francisco 49ers to join in the cel-
ebration — making the pregame 
coin toss.

“When your high school, espe-
cially football coach asks you . . . 
tells you to do something, you just 
do it,” Harbaugh said. “I’m here 
and enjoying it.”

“Having Jim here and having 
him be a part of everything is al-
ways great,” said Paly coach Earl 
Hansen, who coached Harbaugh 
at Paly in 1981 and ‘82.

Chryst made his season debut 
with 188 passing yards, complet-
ing an efficient 15 of 20 passes 
with no interceptions. Keesean 
Johnson caught nine balls for 89 
yards with Davis added 75 yards 
on three catches.

Elsewhere last weekend:

M-A 19, Los Gatos 10
Isiah Nash scored on runs of 50 

and 41 yards in the fourth quarter 
to carry the Bears (1-1) to its stir-
ring nonleague win over the host 
Wildcats. Nash finished with a 
career-high 204 rushing yards on 
26 carries.

The M-A defense, which gave 
up 38 points in an opening loss 
to Campolindo last week, was 
much improved as it dominated 
the interior. The Bears forced two 
key turnovers inside the 20 and 
stopped Los Gatos on two late-
game drives.

M-A will host St. Ignatius on 
Friday at 7 p.m.

Carlmont 13, Gunn 7
While the defensive effort was 

better, the result was not for the 
Titans as they dropped a non-
league decision to host Carlmont 
on Friday night. Gunn lost its 
opener, 43-6.

The Titans (0-2) tied the game at 
7 in the third quarter on a 17-yard 
touchdown pass from Noah Riley 

to Guy Kasznik. Gunn, which 
had only 49 offensive yards in the 
first half, was solid defensively 
throughout. The Scots, however, 
turned a late interception into the 
game-winning touchdown with 
under four minutes left to play.

Gunn visits Capuchino on Sat-
urday at 2 p.m. 

Priory 64, EPA Academy 0
James McDaniel had 17 car-

ries for 180 yards and scored four 
touchdowns in a romp against 
first-year program East Palo Alto 
Academy in a nonleague eight-
man contest at Ronald McNair 
Middle School in East Palo Alto. 
Priory improved to 2-0 and visits 
Anzar on Friday at 6 p.m.

Menlo 59, Mission 12
Menlo scored on its first two 

possessions and didn’t allow a 
first down in the first half, paving 
the way for its easy win at Sequoia 
High. The Knights (1-1) bounced 
back from a rough 84-49 loss to 
Central in Texas, in their second 
of five nonleague games.

Menlo senior QB Jack 
Heneghan connected with Peter 
Bouret for three of his six touch-
downs. Heneghan, who finished 
14-of-21 for 255 yards and no 
interceptions, added another 10-
yard rushing TD. Bouret caught 
six passes for 117 yards.

Menlo visits San Mateo on Fri-
day in nonleague action at 3:15 
p.m. 

SHP 48, Mt. View 0
Ricky Grau carried 10 times 

for 130 yards and Riley Tinsley 
added 120 yards on 11 hauls as 
the Gators cruised behind 332 
rushing yards. 

SHP’s quarterback tandem of 
sophomore Mason Randall and 
junior Cole March combined for 
5-of-8 passing and 145 yards, with 
sophomore Andrew Daschbach 
catching four balls for 86 yards.

Sacred Heart Prep will hit the 
road for the first time this season 
when it travels to Salinas on Fri-
day night for a nonleague test at 
7:30 p.m. 
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12-8, in their first-ever head-to-
head meeting as coaches.

This one, of course, was dif-
ferent. It wasn’t just brother vs. 
brother, but Gunn vs. Palo Alto.

“We tried not to hype this game 
up,” Brandon said. “I was focusing 
on the Schmitt tournament (last 
weekend). It wasn’t like we were 
practicing just for this game. It’s 
just another water polo game.”

Tell that to Matt and his players, 
who suffered two losses to Paly 
last season. Gunn’s last win over 
Paly came in 2011, in the Vikings’ 
pool. 

“We played great defense,” Matt 
said. “We can score. That’s not a 
problem.”

Gunn (1-0, 2-3) got five goals 
from sophomore Christian Zni-
darsic and four from senior Coby 
Wayne, who would have had five 
but had a penalty shot negated for 
excessive arm movement before 
the shot. Ari Wayne added three 
goals for the Titans.

Gunn took advantage of some 
early fouls and a risky move by 
Brandon, who sat some of his 
starters in the second period in 
order to get them rested for the 
match’s later stages. The Titans 
scored three unanswered goals, 
two by Coby Wayne and one by 
Ari, to grab a 6-3 lead.

Palo Alto (0-1, 3-2) got back to 
within 8-6 in the third following 
Sam Kelley’s third goal, but Zni-
darsic scored three unanswered 
goals to make it 11-6 heading into 
the final quarter. It was too much 
of a deficit to make up. Winston 
Rosati also tallied 
three goals for the Vi-
kings, who just didn’t 
come up with enough 
defensive stops.

“We just didn’t 
didn’t play smart,” 
Brandon said. “Our 
game is defense, a 
low-scoring game.”

Both Gunn and Paly 
played in the Schmitt 
tournament last week-
end, the Titans going 
1-3 (taking eighth) 
while the Vikings went 3-1 and 
finished fifth. Gunn, however, 
missed the Wayne brothers for the 
final three matches due to Yom 
Kippur observance and had to 
atone for the finish.

“We had to redeem ourselves 
for the weekend,” Matt said. 

Elsewherer in boys’ action this 
week:

Menlo School tuned up for its 
own Scott Roche Invitational this 
weekend by rolling to a 19-3 vic-
tory over host Aragon in PAL Bay 
Division action.

The Knights (2-0, 4-0) raced 
to a 7-1 first-quarter lead and 
made it 12-1 at the half. Chris Xi 
led the way with five goals while 
Andreas Katsis added four and 
Tegan Nibbi finished with three. 
Goalie John Wilson had 10 saves 
in the second half.

Menlo opens tourney play Fri-
day by hosting Leland at noon. 
Semifinals are Saturday at 11:05 

a.m. And 12:15 p.m., with the 
championship match scheduled 
for 4:35 p.m.

In Redwood City, Menlo-Ather-
ton remained a game back of Men-
lo following a 27-8 dunking of host 
Sequoia. The Bears (2-1, 3-1) got 

five goals from John 
Knox while Jorge Pont 
and Evan McClelland 
added four each. M-A 
will open the Roche 
tourney on Friday at 
Palo Alto High, taking 
on Vista (San Diego) 
at 2:50 p.m.

In Atherton, Sacred 
Heart Prep opened it 
season with an 18-1 
romp over visiting 
Valley Christian to 
also kick off the West 

Catholic Athletic League cam-
paign. Harrison Enright tallied 
five goals for the Gators while 
Michael Swart and Will Conner 
added four each. SHP will com-
pete in the Santa Barbara Invita-
tional this weekend at Dos Pueb-
los High.

Enright, a four-year starter, 
made a verbal commitment to 
Stanford this week and will play 
for the Cardinal next fall. He was 
the CCS Player of the Year in 
2012 and a CCS Division II first-
team selection in 2011.

Girls water polo
Gunn made it a clean sweep of 

Palo Alto on Tuesday with a 13-1 
swamping of the Vikings. Natasha 
Batista led the Titans (1-0, 5-3) 
with four goals while Lauren 
Johnson and Caroline Anderson 
added three each.

“This was obviously a great way 
for us to begin our league season,” 

Water polo

Gunn senior Coby Wayne scored four goals for the Titans in a 14-7 victory 
over rival Gunn, despite the defensive presence of Paly’s Winston Rosati.

said Gunn coach Mark Hernan-
dez. “Palo Alto has historically 
been a big measuring stick for us, 
and it meant a lot to our program 
to come out and play as well as we 
did, in their house, and in front of 
a full house.”

The Titans grabbed a 5-0 first-
quarter lead and increased it to 
9-0 at the half.

“We shared the ball well,” Her-
nandez said, “and played very in-
telligent defense.”

Palo Alto (0-1, 0-5) is still 
searching for its first win for new 
coach Danny Dye, the school’s 
head swim coach.

In Redwood City, Menlo-Ather-
ton maintained its lead in the PAL 
Bay Division with an 11-3 victory 
over host Sequoia on Wednesday. 
The Bears (3-0, 5-2) are the only 
unbeaten team left in the division. 
Jessica Heilman led M-A with 
five goals with Sofia Caryotakis 
added three.

In Palo Alto, host Castilleja post-
ed a 13-4 PAL Bay Division win 
over Aragon as Alex Zafran scored 
five goals and goalie Maddie Tarr 
made 10 saves. Anna Yu and Steph-
anie Flamen added two goals each 
for the Gators (2-1, 3-4).

In San Jose, Sacred Heart Prep 
opened its WCAL season with an 
18-4 dunking of host Valley Chris-
tian. Freshman Maddy Johnston 
led the Gators (1-0, 6-1) with four 
goals with junior Aubrey Gavello 
and freshman Layla Waters add-
ing three goals each.

In PAL Ocean Division ac-
tion Tuesday, Menlo School (3-1 
league) fell into a first-place tie 
with Half Moon Bay (3-1) follow-
ing an 11-5 loss to the host Cou-
gars. Donya Dehnad had 11 saves 
in goal for the Knights. 

Sam Kelley

PREP ROUNDUP

M-A girls run to another
PAL meet team title

Gunn girls remain unbeaten in golf; Paly girls improve 
to 8-1 in volleyball heading into Harbor tournament

by Keith Peters

F or the second straight week, 
sophomore Madeleine Baier 
and senior Taylor Fortnam 

led the Menlo-Atherton girls to a 
team victory in Peninsula Athlet-
ic League cross-country action.

After opening the league sea-
son last week at Westmoor High, 
the PAL’s second meet shifted to 
Half Moon Bay on Wednesday. 
The result, however, was the same 
as Baier clocked 14:43 for the vic-
tory and Fortnam finished third in 
14:57 on the 2.33-mile course.

The Bears’ one-two punch was 
backed up by sophomore Katie 
Beebe’s fourth-place finish of 
14:57. Senior Annika Roise was 
seventh in 15:05 and sophomore 
Cat DuPuy rounded out the scor-
ing with a 15:25 for ninth as 
Menlo-Atherton finished with 24 
points, seven ahead of runner-up 
Half Moon Bay.

The M-A girls are ranked No. 5 
in the Central Coast Section this 
week and No. 3 among Division 
I teams — trailing Gunn (No. 2 
overall) and Monta Vista (No. 4).

The M-A boys, meanwhile, 
rank No. 15 in the section. Unfor-
tunately for the Bears, Carlmont 
is No. 2 and Half Moon Bay is 
No. 11. Both those teams finished 
ahead of M-A once again on 
Wednesday.

The Scots won with 24 points 
with Half Moon Bay second with 
52 and M-A third with 88. Senior 
Zach Plante once again led the 
Bears, taking seventh in 12:23.

Girls golf
In a day for Palo Alto-Gunn 

showdowns, the schools’ golf 
teams met for the first time ever 
with the Titans holding on for a 
195-197 victory in SCVAL action 
at Palo Alto Municipal.

Palo Alto is in its first season 
as a team, but pushed Gunn to the 
limit during a windy day that saw 
three players match par.

Gunn (4-0, 5-0) had two of 
them — senior Jayshree Sarathy 
and junior Anna Zhou. Paly’s Mi-
chelle Xie also shot 34.

On the same course later in the 
day, Menlo-Atherton shot 281 and 
won a Peninsula Athletic League 
tri-meet from Hillsdale (264) and 
Mills (295). 

The Bears had only five players, 
missing one due to illness, and 
thus everyone’s score counted. 
Freshman Naomi Lee led the way 
with a 41, followed by freshman 
Abigail Pederson’s 42.

In Menlo Park, Sacred Heart 
Prep opened its West Bay Athletic 
League season with a 237-273 vic-
tory over Harker at Sharon Heights 
Country Club. Junior Jessica 
Koenig led SHP (1-0, 1-1) with a 
7-over 43. Lauren von Thaden shot 
46 and Maddy Ellison a 47. 

On Wednesday, Castilleja re-
mained unbeaten in the West Bay 
Athletic League with a 224-240 
victory over host Menlo School at 
Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country 
Club. Chloe Sales led the Gators 
(2-0, 2-1) with a 5-over 41 while 
the Knights (0-1) were led by Jes-
sie Rong’s 40.

Girls tennis
Menlo’s lengthy homestand 

continued on a successful note 
as the Knights disposed of visit-
ing Gunn, 7-0. Menlo is playing 
eight straight home matches, with 
Menlo-Atherton No. 4 on Friday 
at 3:30 p.m.

Menlo made quick work of the 
Titans (0-3) as its four singles 
players -- Liz Yao, Christine Eli-
azo, Alice Yao and Helena Ong — 
lost just a combined four games. 
The Yao sisters both posted 6-0, 
6-0 victories.

Also in Atherton, host Sacred 
Heart Prep opened its West Bay 
Athletic League season with a 
7-0 victory over Pinewood. Tara 
Ritchey, Alison McLaughlin, 
McKenzie Lynch and Kate Ack-
ley swept the singles for the Ga-
tors (1-0, 2-2).

Girls volleyball
Palo Alto tuned up for this 

weekend’s Harbor Tournament in 
Santa Cruz with a 25-9, 25-7, 25-
21 nonleague victory over visiting 
King’s Academy. 

Becca Raffel had 10 kills for the 
Vikings (8-1) with fellow senior 
Keri Gee providing 18 digs. Molly 
Fogarty had 12 assists while fel-
low junior Hayley Poore had five 
kills on 11 swings.

In Atherton, 2012 Central Coast 
Section champions Menlo-Ather-
ton and Sacred Heart Prep faced 
off, with the host Bears coming 
away with a 25-18, 25-17, 25-21 
nonleague victory. 

Senior Pauli King and junior 
Alyssa Ostrow each had 14 kills 
for the Bears (2-2), who won their 
first-ever CCS Division I title last 
season. Virginia Lane led the way 
with 28 digs, with Ostrow adding 
16 and freshman Kirby Knapp 11 
along with 36 assists.

The Gators (4-3), who won the 
CCS Division IV crown in 2012 
and reached the state finals before 
losing, were led by Victoria Gar-
rick’s 17 kills.

In Portola Valley, Priory won 
its second straight home match 
by defeating Lick-Wilmerding, 
25-19, 25-23, 25-23. The Panthers 
got 19 kills and 11 digs from Ma-
rine Hall-Poirier and 23 assists 
from setter Riley Gallivan.

On Wednesday, Priory re-
mained unbeaten as Michaela 
Koval produced 20 digs during 
a 25-21, 25-9, 25-14 victory over 
host Pinewood. 
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Best for You. We expertly match caregivers with your needs.

Cost Effective. Our one-to-one client care is the lowest cost 
and highest quality on the Peninsula.

Special Training. Our caregivers attend regular classes 
through our Home Care Assistance University.

Quality and Safety. We run Department of Justice background 
checks on all our potential employees and administer a 
psychological examination, developed by on-staff PhD 
psychologists, to test for honesty and conscientiousness. All 
of our caregivers are bonded and insured and are employees 
of Home Care Assistance.

Receive a FREE copy of our book 
The Handbook of Live-In Care when 
you have a complimentary assessment!

Call today to schedule your free in-home assessment!

650-462-6900       148 Hawthorne Avenue
HomeCareAssistance.com      Palo Alto, CA 94301

Palo Alto’s Leading Provider
of 24/7 Live-In Home Care

“The best around-the-clock care is from Home Care Assistance!” 

Stanford women’s volleyball is getting back on track
Nationally No. 8-ranked Cardinal has won four straight while preparing for its Pac-12 opener at Cal next week
by Rick Eymer

T he Stanford women’s volley-
ball team take a four-match 
winning streak into its final 

nonconference tuneup match Fri-
day. If Wednesday’s sweep of vis-
iting Cal Poly is any indication, 
the eighth-ranked Cardinal (6-2) 
is back on track.

Sophomore Inky 
Ajanaku did a little bit 
of everything and her 
teammates were nearly 
perfect in their attack 
in a 25-12, 25-10, 25-14 
victory over the Mus-
tangs.

Stanford hopes to 
keep the momentum 
going when St. Mary’s 
visits Maples Pavilion 
for a 7 p.m. first serve 
on Friday.

Since hitting a bump on the 
road two weeks ago, losing to de-
fending national champion Texas 
and No. 4 Florida at the Big Four 
Challenge in Austin, the Cardinal 
has not lost a set.

Stanford opens Pac-12 Confer-
ence play Wednesday with a visit 
to No. 23 California (7-1 entering 
last night’s match with UC Davis) 
at 7:30 p.m.

The Golden Bears won their 
first seven matches before losing 
at home to Kansas State in five 

sets on Saturday.
The Cardinal plays five of its 

first eight conference matches on 
the road, including a trip to No. 5 
USC and No. 11 UCLA. In a con-
ference where seven teams are 
ranked among the top 25, the im-
portance of winning on the road 
can be magnified.

Stanford, the defend-
ing Pac-12 champ, is 
scheduled to play 20 
conference matches, 
playing every team 
twice, with the excep-
tion of No. 18 Arizona 
State and Arizona.

The Cardinal beat Cal 
twice last year, but was 
swept by the Golden 
Bears two years ago.

Senior Rachel Wil-
liams (3.28 per set) and sopho-
more Brittany Howard (3.15) 
share the team lead with 82 kills, 
with Howard playing in one more 
set. Senior Carly Wopat is third 
with 72 kills (3.00), followed 
by Ajanaku (2.23) with 58 and 
sophomore Jordan Burgess (1.96) 
with 51.

Wopat (33) and Ajanaku (30) 
are the team leaders in blocks, 
while sophomore Madi Bugg has 
developed into an elite setter, av-
eraging 11.2 assists per set.

The Cardinal has five players 

with at least 53 digs, led by Kyle 
Gilbert with 113. Bugg is next 
with 65.

Against Cal Poly, Ajanaku re-
corded a team-high eight kills, 
with Burgess, and had a hitting 
percentage of .700, with one er-
ror in 10 attacks. She also had 
a team-high six blocks. No one 
committed more than two hitting 
errors as the Cardinal outhit the 
Mustangs, .453 to .054.

Field hockey
No. 8 Stanford will pursue its 

sixth consecutive victory as Nor-
Pac conference play opens against 
visiting California on Friday at 
2:30 p.m.

Stanford (5-1) is the four-time 
defending West Division cham-
pion and has won 12 of the past 
16 meetings against Cal (3-3), in-
cluding a sweep of three games 
last year.

That reversed a trend of Golden 
Bears domination, who entered 
the 2007 NorPac Tournament title 
game having won 18 straight in 
the series dating to 2001.

Six of the last seven NorPac 
Championship title games have 
resulted in a Stanford-Cal match, 
with the Cardinal taking four of 
those contests.

Stanford is riding a five-game 
winning streak after dropping its 

season opener in double-overtime 
to No. 4 Connecticut, 2-1, and has 
not allowed a goal in the past 
three games. The Cardinal last 
surrendered a goal on Sept. 6 in 
the second minute against No. 20 
New Hampshire — a span stretch-
ing 278:39.

Stanford opened last weekend 
with a 1-0 victory over 
Central Michigan. The 
Cardinal held advan-
tages in shots (23-3) 
and penalty corners 
(13-4) but was unable 
to get on the board un-
til Clemence Couteau 
netted the game-winner 
on Stanford’s 20th shot. 
It was Couteau’s sec-
ond consecutive game-
winner after scoring the 
go-ahead goal against VCU on 
Sept. 8.

Of Couteau’s three shots this 
season, two have been game win-
ners. She was named the NorPac 
Offensive Player of the Week for 
her performance.

The Cardinal followed with 
another impressive victory on 
Sunday, knocking off No. 8 Iowa 
2-0.

Men’s soccer
Stanford brings a two-match 

winning streak into this week-

end’s games against visiting Col-
lege of Charleston on Friday at 7 
p.m. and versus Colgate at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, a match that will be tele-
vised on the Pac-12 Network.

Zach Batteer and JJ Koval share 
the team lead in goals with two 
apiece as Stanford takes a 2-1-1 
mark into the weekend. 

Women’s soccer
Fifth-year seniors 

Courtney Verloo and 
Aly Gleason had a 
shot at turning 100 on 
Thursday night and be 
very, very happy about 
it. That’s because this 
100 refers to the num-
ber of victories they 
have been involved with 
as part of the women’s 

program.
Since Verloo and Gleason 

have been on the team, they have 
amassed a 99-4-5 record entering 
last night’s nonconference battle 
with St. Mary’s.

Verloo and Gleason also have 
seen Stanford attend the Women’s 
College Cup the past four years. 
The Cardinal is seeking its sixth 
straight trip to the Final Four.

Second-ranked Stanford (5-0-1) 
also plays at Santa Clara on Sun-
day at 7 p.m., which will be tele-
vised by ESPNU. 

Inky Ajanaku Zach Batteer
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Join us for a personal introduction 
to Palo Alto’s exciting new 

concept in senior living. 
The Avant is where active 
and independent seniors 
will find a wealth of 
amenities and activities to 

live life to the fullest while 
maintaining financial control. 

With just 44 rental units, this is a 
rare opportunity to get in on the 

ground floor.

OPENING IN 2014  

3441 Alma Street, Ste. 150 
Palo Alto, CA 94306
theavantpaloalto.com
650.320.8626

Visit our sales o ice at:

Come see what’s 
brewing at The Avant.

Co ee & Cookie 
Tuesdays

11am-3pm

game. “That should be helpful 
when we’re looking at the film.”

Murphy grew up watching 
sports at Arizona State — his sis-
ter Kayli Murphy played basket-
ball there — and he narrowed his 
choices to ASU or Stanford.

“We had close ties to the athletic 
department,” Murphy said. “I was 
very familiar with it.”

Murphy is on pace to equal or 
better his statistics of a year ago, 
which prompted mention by sever-
al publications on their preseason 
All-American lists. He’s also on 
several watch lists.

“There are no weaknesses to 
his game,” Stanford defensive end 
Josh Mauro said. “You see him 
drop back in pass coverage. Even 
in practice I have so much confi-
dence with him.”

Murphy and Mauro, after try-
ing to defend against Army’s triple 
option offense, are preparing for a 
similarly diverse offense, though 
more conventional.

“The Army game was about 
responsibility football,” Murphy 
said. “When we were gashed it 
was because when they hit a gap, 
there was no one there. We all 
have to stick with our assignments 
and trust that everybody else will 
do their jobs.”

The difference with Arizona 
State this week is in the style of 
deception.

“Their quarterback (Taylor 
Kelly) runs the ‘gun read’ better 
than anyone I’ve seen,” Murphy 
said. “He carries out his fake so 
well. Both the running back and 
quarterback always look like they 
have the ball. It makes it harder to 
read that scheme.”

Stanford’s defense is one of the 
nation’s most experienced, with 
eight senior starters and seven se-
niors in backup roles.

“We have an interesting team 
of people who have played so 
much football and a small group 
of of players in their first or sec-
ond year,” Shaw said. “I still don’t 
know that we’re operating close 
to our capabilities. It’s still a pro-
cess.”

Cardinal quarterback Kevin 
Hogan, undefeated as a starter, is 
one of those first- or second-year 
players. He’ll be making his eighth 
career start when he takes the field 
against the Sun Devils.

“He’s right there at a ‘B,’ “ 
Shaw said of last week’s perfor-
mance. “The turnovers, the fum-
ble and interception, hurt bad. 
Those things just can’t happen. 
But he also made unbelievable 
plays and got us into some great 
plays and out of bad plays. He 
wants to be an ‘A’ student. He’s 
hard on himself.”

Hogan does have a passing ef-
ficiency rating of 168.2, ranking 
him 18th in the nation. Kelly, a ju-
nior, is 45th, with a rating of 147.9. 
He’s completed just over 62 per-
cent of his passes and has rushed 
for positive yardage in each of the 
first two games.

“We could have been more effi-
cient offensively,” Hogan said. 

Stanford football

by Rick Eymer

S tanford senior defensive 
end Henry Anderson and 
sophomore inside line-

backer Blake Martinez will like-
ly miss up to four weeks and se-
nior cornerback Barry Browning 
is doubtful for Saturday’s Pac-12 
Conference football opener with 
visiting Arizona State.

Anderson (knee) and Brown-
ing (shoulder) sustained their 
injuries in the Cardinal’s 34-20 
victory over Army on Saturday. 
Martinez was hurt in practice.

“Thank goodness we have 
some depth,” Stanford coach 
David Shaw said Tuesday. “Josh 
Mauro was our defensive Player 
of the Game last week.”

Mauro will be penciled into 
the starting lineup against the 
Sun Devils, although Shaw in-
dicated he has always thought of 
Mauro as a starter.

“He’s a backup for everybody,” 
Shaw said. “He can do it all. We 
rotate him in for everybody.”

Shaw said Anderson’s injury 
was “kind of weird,” and was 
nothing out of the ordinary. He 
seemed to come down wrong.

“We lose depth, experience 
and size,” Shaw said. “It’s los-
ing one more big guy. We’re get-
ting other guys ready and expect 
them to help out.”

Included among those expect-
ed to help is sophomore defen-
sive tackle Ikenna Nwafor, who 

matches Anderson is size and 
weight.

“We’re starting to see the 
quickness he showed in high 
school,” Shaw said. “It’s just 
getting used to playing college 
football.”

*     *     *
Senior fullback Ryan Hewitt 

was slated to participate in most 
of Tuesday’s practice and all of 
Wednesday’s practice before a 
decision is made on his avail-
ability for this week’s contest.

“He says he feels great and 
he hasn’t said that in a month,” 
Shaw said.

Stanford quarterback Kevin 
Hogan did not throw to a full-
back or tight end all day against 
the Black Knights.

Hogan included Hewitt quite 
a bit in the offense when he took 
over as the starter last year.

“He’s a play maker and great 
in the running game,” Hogan 
said. “He can get out in the flat 
and catch passes too. He adds 
another dimension to our of-

fense.”
*     *     *

A win over Arizona State 
would give the Cardinal a 3-0 
record to start the season for 
a fourth straight year. The last 
time Stanford started 3-0 in four 
consecutive seasons was 1908-11 
(playing rugby-style rules).

*     *     *
Stanford enters the weekend 

with the nation’s second-best 
overall winning streak at 10 
games (Ohio State leads all FBS 
programs with 15 consecutive 
wins).

*     *     *
Shaw looks to become the 

first Stanford head coach to win 
his first three games in his first 
three seasons on The Farm since 
George J. “Press” Presley did so 
from 1909-1911 (playing rugby-
style rules).

*     *     *
Stanford is 23-1 under Shaw 

when out-rushing an opponent, 
and 14-2 when the Cardinal pro-
duces a 100-yard rusher. 
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LYN JASON COBB
650.464.2622

lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
BRE #01332535

140 ELEANOR DR $8,250,000
Totally updated home with views to San Francisco! 
6BR/6.5BA home w/expanses of lush level lawn, 
pool, English garden, and vineyard. PA schools.

WOODSIDE | BREATHTAKING VIEWS!

HANNA SHACHAM
650.752.0767

hshacham@cbnorcal.com
BRE #01073658

3994 SUTHERLAND DR $2,349,000
Spacious 2 story modern home w/4BR/2 full+3 
half baths, gourmet kit, lg main level master suite, 
vaulted ceilings. Beautiful front porch & rear patio.

PALO ALTO | OPEN SUNDAY

BILLY MCNAIR
650.862.3266

billy@mcnairgroup.com 
BRE #01343603

253 UNIVERSITY DR $3,595,000
Built in 2004, this stunning Allied Arts home offers 
the perfect fl oor plan for comfortable living in 
heart of MP. 4BR (poss 5th)/4.5BA. MP Schools.

MENLO PARK | OPEN SAT-SUN

ZACH TRAILER
650.906.8008

www.ZachTrailer.com 
BRE #01371338

2710 RAMONA ST $3,595,000
4BR + Sep Library 3.5BA ±3608SF Timeless New 
Construction in prime Midtown Palo Alto. Tudor-
style architecture & modern fi nishes. PA Schools.

MIDTOWN | OPEN SAT & SUN

STEVE BELLUMORI
650.752.0826

sbellumori@cbnorcal.com
BRE #00494595

4289 MIRANDA AVE $1,295,000
First time on the market in 40 years! Beautifully 
maintained & updated one-level, 3BR/2BA home in 
the sought-after Palo Alto school district.

PALO ALTO | OPEN SAT-SUN 1-4PM

MARGOT 
LOCKWOOD
650.400.2528

homes@margotlockwood.com 
BRE #01017519

52 MORSE LN $1,595,000
Charming French Country Cottage on sunny level 
1+ ac. 3BD/2BA, pool, jacuzzi, gas fi re pit, lovely 
garden areas. 4 car garage. 2 add’l storage areas.

WOODSIDE | OPEN SUNDAY

ZACH TRAILER
650.906.8008

www.ZachTrailer.com
BRE #01371338

946 EVELYN ST $1,098,000
3BR 2BA ±1290sf Charming Spanish bungalow in 
downtown Menlo Park. Beautifully updtd kit w/granite 
& stainless steel appliances. Sought after MP schls.

MENLO PARK | OPEN SAT & SUN

TIM KERNS
650.430.4052
BRE #01800770

190 RUTHERFORD AVE $849,000
Remodeled from top to bottom, this home has 
it all! Charming curb appeal, stylishly appointed 
rooms, and a peaceful setting.

REDWOOD CITY| OPEN SAT & SUN

JEAN & CHRIS 
ISAACSON

650.352.3430
jisaacson@cbnorcal.com
BRE #00542342/01754233

1400 NATIVE SONS RD $1,150,000
Just 2.7 miles west of Skyline Blvd., this 2BD/2BA 
home sits on almost 15 acres of redwood forest. 
Separate 1BD/1BA apt above second 2 car garage.

WOODSIDE | OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM

DORA 
THORDARSON

650.917.8270
www.dorathordarson.com 

BRE #00803498

487 TYNDALL ST #3 $589,000
Charming ground lvl condo w/inviting patio small 
garden & BBQ area. Freshly painted & new w/carpets 
& ready to move into a very private quiet location

LOS ALTOS | OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

TERRIE MASUDA
650.917.7969

www.terriemasuda.com
BRE #00951976

22330 HOMESTEAD RD #218 $618,000
This updated second fl oor unit overlooks the inner 
courtyard. Conveniently located on the Los Altos/
Cupertino border and close to shops & restaurants.

CUPERTINO | OPEN SUN 1:30-4:30

DENIECE 
WATKINS SMITH

650.483.2055
www.dsoldit.com
BRE #01295757

452 PETTIS AVE $849,000
Asking price $849,000 Sale price $1,045,000 Multiple 
offers before we got on MLS. Deniece knows MV! 
When you want expertise, call Deniece! Got Agent?

MOUNTAIN VIEW | JUST SOLD! OVER ASKING!

TOM LEMIEUX
650-329-6645

tom@tomlemieux.com
BRE #01066910

35 STOCKBRIDGE AV $3,800,000
Central Atherton on one level ac w/pool. Original 
adobe style home w/refi nished hrdwd fl rs, updated 
kit, fam rm, solarium, & huge project room.

ATHERTON | EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY!

ZACH TRAILER
650.906.8008

www.ZachTrailer.com
BRE #01371338

563 LYTTON AV $1,795,000
3BR 3.5BA ±1,425SF New Construction in Down-
town Palo Alto. Three levels. High-end contemporary 
fi nishes. Private patio. 2-car attached garage. PA schools.

DOWNTOWN | OPEN SAT & SUN

MARGOT LOCKWOOD
ERIKA DEMMA

650.400.2528/740.2970
homes@margotlockwood.com
BRE #01017519/01230766

2 BRIDLE LN $5,295,000
4BD/3.5BA Stunning & spacious 4940 sf contemp. 
home on 3.78 level ac in Central WDS. Enjoy views 
at the beautiful pool & garden area. www.2Bridle.com

WOODSIDE | OPEN SUNDAY


