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REGISTER ONLINE: PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

CITY OF PALO ALTO 
PRESENTS THE 29TH ANNUAL 

FRIDAY SEPT 20 7PM

A benefit event for local non-profits 
supporting kids and families

5K WALK, 5K & 10K RUN
Great for kids and families

TIME & PLACE
5K walk 7:00pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm. 
Race-night registration 6 to 8pm at City of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, 
Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east of the Embarcadero Exit off Highway 101). 
Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE
 5k and 10k courses around the Palo Alto Baylands under the light of the Full Harvest 
Moon. Course is USAT&F certified (10k only) and flat along paved roads. Water at all 
stops. Course maps coming soon.

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE
Adult Registration (13 +) registration fee is $30 per entrant by 9/13/13. Includes 
a long-sleeved t-shirt. Youth Registration (6 - 12) registration is $20 per entrant by 
9/13/13. Includes a long-sleeved t-shirt. Youth (5 and under) run free with an adult, 
but must be registered through Evenbrite with signed parental guardian waiver, or 
may bring/fill out a signed waiver to race-night registration. Late Registration fee is 
$35 for adults, $25 for youth from 9/14 - 9/18. Race night registration fee is $40 
for adult; $30 for youth from 6 to 8pm. T-shirts available only while supplies last. 
Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations and t-shirts will not be held.

MINORS:  If not pre-registered, minors under 18 must bring signed parental/waiver 
form on race night.  

SPORTS TEAM/CLUBS:
Online pre-registration opportunity for organizations of 10 or more runners; 
e-mail MoonlightRun@paweekly.com.

DIVISIONS
 Age divisions: 9 & under; 10 - 12; 13 - 15; 16 - 19; 20 - 24; 25 - 29; 30 - 34; 35 - 39; 
40 - 44; 45 - 49; 50 - 54; 55 - 59; 60 - 64; 65 - 69; 70 & over with separate divisions 
for male and female runners in each age group. 
Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs only.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS BY A CHANGE OF PACE
 Chip timing results will be posted on PaloAltoOnline.com by 11pm race night. Race 
organizers are not responsible for incorrect results caused by incomplete/incorrect 
registration forms. 

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT
 Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. 
Pre-race warmups by Noxcuses Fitness, Palo Alto

BENEFICIARY
 Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-
profits and charitable organizations. In April 2013, 55 organizations received a total 
of $380,000 (from the 2012-2013 Holiday Fund.)

MORE INFORMATION
 Call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com 
or go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

 For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and 10K runs. They are 
welcome on the 5K walk only. No retractable leashes. Bring your own clean-up bag. 
Jogging strollers welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of either run. 

Community Sponsors

Presented by
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NEIGHBORHOODS

Crescent Park gets ban  
on overnight parking

Residents settle for ‘imperfect’ solution
by Gennady Sheyner

W

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

C
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Critics of proposed housing development scrutinize 
developer’s and city’s applications

by Gennady Sheyner

P

Quinoa is in, corn dogs are out,  
on Palo Alto’s school-lunch menus

After parent push for fresher fare, district moves cautiously on reform
by Chris Kenrick

Safety in numbers
Terman Middle School sixth-graders get a first glimpse of the locker rooms in the school’s gym while 
taking a tour of their new school on Aug. 15.

EDUCATION

Maybell opponents accuse city of ‘fraud’

(continued on page 12)

(continued on page 9)(continued on page 11)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

IT’S FOR REAL, FOLKS ... 
After several years of threatened 
closures and liquidation sales, 
California Avenue’s Know Knew 
Books is leaving Palo Alto next 
Tuesday for Los Altos. The used-
books store, which has been a 
mainstay on the avenue for 25 years, 
has struggled since 2007 and hit a 
low point after the 2008 economic 
crisis. Co-owners Bill Burruss and 
Kate Nelson tried everything from 
poetry readings to art and antiques, 
and even chinchilla-adoption events 
at the 415 California Ave. store. But 
ultimately, the economy, changes 
to book-purchase habits courtesy 
of the Internet and Palo Alto’s high 
rent got the best of the venerable 
store. The new address will be 366 
State Street in Los Altos. The store 
welcomes all to “ring out” its tenure 
in Palo Alto with a last poetry reading 
by Sherri Rose-Walker followed by an 
open-mic session on Aug. 18 from 8 
to 10 p.m. The store’s last open day 
in Palo Alto is Monday, Aug. 19.

HELLO, HELLO AND GOODBYE ... 
Too many Indians and not enough 
chiefs? Palo Alto’s two largest 
elementary schools — Escondido 
and Ohlone— which reported 
enrollments, respectively, of 576 and 
605 last year, will get extra help to 
handle their extra headcount. Aleyda 
Berrera-Cruz, most recently from 
the Menlo Park City School District’s 
Spanish Immersion Program, 
becomes half-time assistant principal 
at Escondido, home of Palo Alto’s 
Spanish Immersion Program. Barbara 
Alford, who’s been a teacher and 
administrator in the Cupertino Union 
School District, will join Ohlone as 
half-time assistant principal. Palo 
Alto’s smallest elementary school, 
Barron Park, has an enrollment of 
346.  Leaving the district is Liat 
Baranoff, executive assistant to 
Superintendent Kevin Skelly. 

NAME THAT LIBRARY ...  
As Palo Alto plows forth with an 
ambitious renovation and expansion 
of the Main Library, one question 
continues to puzzle city officials: 
What to call the Newell Road building 
once it reopens? City leaders agree 
that the name is a bit of a misnomer. 
Library Director Monique LeConge 
said visitors from other cities often 
show up late to meetings with her 
because they assume, reasonably 
but incorrectly, that the Main Library 
houses the library administration 

(in fact, that would be the smaller 
Downtown branch). Others assume, 
also reasonably and also incorrectly, 
that Main Library is the city’s largest 
branch. In fact, that distinction 
belongs to the soon-to-be-reopened 
Mitchell Park Library. The Library 
Advisory Commission recently voted 
to rename the branch “Rinconada 
Library” after the prominent park 
adjacent to it. The city is preparing 
to do a “master plan” for the entire 
Rinconada site and the idea is to 
reintegrate the library as part of the 
community campus, commission 
Chair Leonardo Hochberg said at 
Monday’s joint meeting between the 
commission and the council. This 
idea didn’t sit well with several council 
members, who urged the commission 
to go back to the drawing board and 
consider other names. Councilman 
Larry Klein, who was the first to 
propose renaming the Main Library, 
said he was “intrigued” by the 
commission’s decision to name the 
branch after a park, rather than a 
human. He noted that the name of 
the Mitchell Park branch not only 
alludes the building’s location but 
also honors Pearce Mitchell, who 
had served on the council for more 
than three decades during the Palo 
Alto’s early days. “I’m still in favor of 
naming it after a person,” Klein said. 
Councilman Pat Burt made a similar 
point and said the library “deserves 
its own main identity, other than 
being subsumed within the park’s 
identity.” The name, he said, should 
be a reflection of community values. 
“I think most of us will remember for a 
long time who David Packard was in 
the community,” Burt said. “There are 
other very prominent figures who  
I think would be worth considering.” 

GO NUTS FOR CRONUTS ...  
Ever since New York City’s 
Dominique Ansel Bakery crafted the 
Cronut — a croissant-donut hybrid, 
shaped like a donut but with flakey 
croissant-like layers hiding within 
— hipsters and foodies everywhere 
have gone wild trying to recreate the 
original. There was the Crullant, the 
Cronot, the doughssant and even 
Dunkin Donuts South Korea’s “New 
York Pie Donut.” The Cronut copycat 
craze finally touched down in Palo 
Alto last week, when Paris Baguette 
on University Avenue started selling 
“NYC Croissant Donuts.” For $3.50 a 
pop, distinguished pastry-eaters can 
see if Paris Baguette’s compares to 
the original. 

The homeless do not have more rights 
than the rest of us.

— Larry Klein, Palo Alto City Council member, 
on the problem of homeless people living at Cubberley 
Community Center. See story on page 8.

450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306 

(650) 326-8210
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Upfront

Before you select a real estate agent, meet with Michael Repka 
to discuss how his real estate law and tax back-ground benefi ts 
Ken DeLeon’s clients.

Michael  Repka

Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty 

JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)

NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com

(650) 813-9131 
State–of–the–art facility located at 4000 Terman Rd 

(cross street Arastradero) in Palo Alto

An Independent K-8 Non profit School

Individualized, 
Self-Directed  

Learning 
“Follow the child”

Multi-Age
Classrooms 

“Continuity is key 
to learning”

Essential Qualities: 
Respect,  

Responsibility, 
Independence 

“Children thrive on trust”

The Bowman faculty includes trained  
Montessori teachers, interns and teaching 
specialists who teach cultural, music  
and after–school enrichment programs. 
During the core school day our low student– 
to–faculty ratio enables us to place a strong 
focus on the child and deliver individualized 
teaching to each student.
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Upfront

A 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

C

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweek-
ly.com.

EDUCATION

Castilleja backs off on enrollment-growth plan
School says it will launch traffic measures to prove it’s a ‘good neighbor’

by Chris Kenrick

Stanford Stadium ‘explosion’  
brings out hundreds

In noontime drill, volunteers, emergency personnel prepare for disaster
by Sue Dremann

Volunteers for a large-scale emergency evacuation drill stand outside 
Stanford Stadium on Aug. 14. More than 300 volunteers showed up to help 
police, medical first-responders and stadium ushers train for disaster. 

C
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Members of Volunteer Team 6 walk together toward the entrance of 
Stanford Stadium as part of an emergency evacuation drill on Aug. 14. 
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Upfront

Service is our Specialty,
Experience is our Strength.

© Liberty Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC             Equal Housing Lender  

251 Lytton Avenue, Suite. 100, Palo Alto 
libertybk.com

Is This Your Plan for 
Back-to-School Banking?
better (and safer) idea. 

ANIMALS

Stanford Cat Network gets 
shakeup following death  

of a hundred cats
Leadership regroups; university considers ending contract

by Sue Dremann

(continued on page 10)
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Upfront

W

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Palo Alto finds ‘smart city’ partners abroad
New agreements with Chinese and German cities emphasize business, technology

by Gennady Sheyner

A

IMMIGRATION

Refugees honor Palo Alto man  
who helped them to start over

Douglas Smith, a psychologist, encouraged Vietnamese to rebuild their lives
by Elena Kadvany

Dr. Doan Nguyen and his wife Thuthu Truong hug Douglas Smith at his 
80th birthday party, held at the home of Dr. Lynn Giang in 2008.
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(continued on page 13)

These programs will 
target the areas of 
sustainable practices 
and community 
engagement, as well 
as the development, 
market introduction, 
and application of new 
technologies.
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Upfront

Woman’s alleged killer tried to plead guilty 

— Sue Dremann

Man robbed at gunpoint downtown

— Eric Van Susteren

City seeks to revive ‘stale’ commission process

— Gennady Sheyner

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

W

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

HOUSING

City looks to displace, aid Cubberley’s homeless
Council committee votes to restrict public-access hours at community centers,  

fund programs for homeless assistance
by Gennady Sheyner

Clay Allen stands outside his camper, which he’s parked at the 
Cubberley Community Center for the past six weeks while he waits for 
his broken leg to heal. Allen formerly lived in a house in Sunnyvale, and 
he plans to resume looking for work as an automotive tech.
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— Gennady Sheyner

Upfront

ENVIRONMENT

Ninety trees to be cut down 
near Palo Alto golf course
City plans to remove trees, import soil in preparation  

for flood-control project

Preliminary work on a renovation, which involves removing 90 trees, begins on the Palo Alto Municipal 
Golf Course this week. 
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Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Parking ban
(continued from page 3)

Golfers Jack Leslie and Gary Dufresne make their way across the north 
edge of Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course on July 30. 
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Upfront

Insurance Accepted

Call Today for Appointment 650.853.8889

SPECIALIZING IN:
Sports Injuries
Chronic Pain
Stress and Mood Swings
Insomia and Fatigue
Depression and Anxiety
Weight Management
Menopause Symptoms

Acupuncture and Chinese Herbs
Cranio Sacral Therapy 
Cupping, Ear Seeds, Tuina

Yaping Chen, L.Ac.

FAMILY COSMETIC DENTISTRY
650.366.0552

DR. CINDY HUE, D.D.S. DR. JESSE KIM, D.D.S.

BIRCH DENTAL GROUP

ONLY $49*
Includes Whitening

Treatment
Exam, X-Rays
and Cleaning

 

50% OFF
Uninsured, 

New Patients Only
Call for details. 

 

FREE
Teeth Whitening Kit

with Complete X-rays, 
Exam and Cleaning

Public Notice

Board of Directors’ Consideration
of Directors’ Meeting Compensation Rate

7/2013_DT

Topic: Santa Clara Valley Water District Board of Directors’ Consideration of Directors’ 
Meeting Compensation Rate

Who: The Santa Clara Valley Water District Board of Directors

What: Public hearing for the Board of Directors to consider taking such action(s) as may 
be appropriate with respect to the method, manner and rate of Directors’ compensation.

Where: Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Chambers
5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118

Why: The Board of Directors of Santa Clara Valley Water District will hold a public 
hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance, resolution or other action as may 
be necessary and appropriate with respect to the method, manner and rate of 
Directors’ compensation.

At the time and place fixed for the public hearing, the Board of Directors will receive 
comments relevant to the method, manner and rate of compensation of the Directors.

The Directors’ meeting compensation rate has been established by Ordinance
No. 10-02. 

Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate persons with disabilities wishing to 
attend this public hearing. To request accommodations for disabilities, arrange for an 
interpreter, or obtain more information on attending this hearing, please contact the 
Office of the Clerk of the Board at (408) 630-2277, at least three days prior to
the hearing.

When: August 27, 2013, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Education (Aug. 9)
School lunch program: The board voted to raise lunch prices from $3.75 to $4.25 in 
elementary schools and from $4.25 to $4.50 in secondary schools except Terman 
Middle School, where an outside vendor will provide lunches for $5.25 to $6.40. 
Prices will remain the same — free or 40 cents — for students who qualify for the 
federal free-and-reduced-price lunch program. Yes: Unanimous

City Council (Aug. 12)
Crescent Park: The council approved a ban on overnight parking in a section of the 
Crescent Park neighborhood. Yes: Unanimous
Smart City: The council authorized a non-binding agreement for a “Smart City” part-
nership with Heidelberg, Germany. Yes: Berman, Burt, Holman, Klein, Price, Scharff, 
Schmid No: Kniss, Shepherd
Commissions: The council approved a list of revisions to the city’s procedures for 
recruiting commissioners. Yes: Unanimous

Council Policy and Services Committee  
(Aug. 13)
Homelessness: The committee recommended authorizing $150,000 for programs to 
assist the homeless and another $100,000 for subsidized housing, funds that would 
be matched by Santa Clara County. The committee also recommended restrict-
ing public access at Cubberley Community Center and other city facilities between 
10:30 p.m. and sunrise. Yes: Klein, Kniss, Price No: Holman

Architectural Review Board (Aug. 15)
500 University Ave.: The board held a study session on a request by Thoits Bros., 
LLC, for a new three-story, 26,806-square-foot commercial building, which would 
replace an existing one-story building. Action: None
636 Waverley St.: The board discussed a proposal by Hayes Group Architects for a 
review of a new 10,328-square-foot four-story mixed-use building, with commercial 
uses on the bottom two floors and residential on the top two floors. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plan to meet in a closed session to discuss 
the status of its labor negotiations with the Service Employees International 
Union, Local 521, and the Palo Alto Police Officers Association. The coun-
cil will then hold a joint session with the Architectural Review Board; con-
sider proposals to allocate resources to homelessness programs and to 
close Cubberley Community Center and other city facilities between 10:30 
p.m. and sunrise; and to adopt a density-bonus ordinance for residential 
developments. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 
19. The rest of the meeting will follow at 6 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The council will consider making 
changes to the PaloAltoGreen program. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Aug. 20, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 
Hamilton Ave.).

HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to discuss 2080 
Channing Ave., a request for an amendment to the approved “planned 
community” zoning at the Edgewood Plaza Shopping Center. The meeting 
will begin at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 21, in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee will hear a report from its 
high-speed-rail lobbyist; hear an update on the California Attorney Gen-
eral’s brief claiming high-speed rail is exempt from the California Environ-
mental Quality Act; and discuss preliminary cost estimates for grade-sepa-
ration and trenching studies. The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 22, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Cat network
(continued from page 6)
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Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Upfront
Review the proposed designs for  

Hopkins Creekside Park Improvements

Monday August 26th, 2013, 6– 7 PM

Lucie Stern Community Center 
1305 Middlefield, Palo Alto, CA  94301

Community Room

The City of of Palo Alto seeks the community’s 
input on the proposed plans.

 
URL: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/parks/projects.asp

for more information.

 Meeting hosted by  
City of Palo Alto Community Services, (650) 496-5916

COMMUNITY MEETING

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE 

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1 
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT  

ACCESS CHANNEL 26 
*****************************************

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.  
THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL 

DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

August 19, 2013  -  5:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION
SEIU1. 
Police Officers2. 

STUDY SESSION
Joint Study Session with ARB3.   

SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY
Proclamation for Michael Closson 4. 
Proclamation for Martin Luther King  5. 
Presentation: The Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s) 6. 
Selection of ARB Commissioner for One Term Ending on September 7. 
30, 2015

CONSENT CALENDAR
Approval of Contract  with Staples in an Amount Not to Exceed 8. 
$250,000 Per Year (total $500,000 for a Two-year Term) from 
September 2, 2013 to September 2, 2015 for Office Supply Services 
Approval of a Contract  with Musson Theatrical, Inc. in the Amount 9. 
of $120,000 for the Design-Build of the Cubberley Theater Lighting 
Dimmer System 
Hiring of State Lobbyist 10. 
SECOND READING:  Adoption of Ordinance Adding Chapter 2.06 to 11. 
Title 2 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Restrict the Use of the City 
Seal and Other City Logos Passed 9-0 on August 5, 2013 
SECOND READING:  Adoption of Ordinance Authorizing Electronic 12. 
Signatures on Documents Used and Accepted by the City of Palo 
Alto Passed 9-0 on August 5, 2013
SECOND READING:  Adoption of Ordinance Adding Section 13. 
9.06.010 to the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Prohibit Human 
Habitation of Vehicles Passed 9-0 on August 5, 2013 
Continuation of Council Consideration of an Appeal of a Director’s 14. 
Approval of a Major Architectural Review Board Application of a 
Four-story, 50 foot, Mixed Use Building With a New Floor Area of 
15,000 Square Feet Until September 9, 2013.  The project Includes a 
Variance to Encroach Into the Required Seven Foot Special Setback 
Along Hamilton Avenue and the Required Six Foot Special Setback 
Along Ramona Street.  Environmental Assessment: an Initial Study 
and Mitigated Negative Declaration Have Been Prepared. Zone 
District: Downtown Community Commercial (CD-C)(P)(GF) with 
Pedestrian Shopping and Ground Floor Combining Districts (Staff 
request item be continued to September 9, 2013)
Request For Authorization To Increase Compensation of Existing 15. 
Contracts With (1) the Law Firm Of Burke, Williams & Sorensen, LLP 
for a Total Contract Not-to-Exceed Amount of $120,000 for Litigation 
Matters; and (2)  Moscone Emblidge Sater & Otis for a Total Contract 
Not-to-Exceed Amount of $160,000 For Transactional Legal Services

ACTION ITEMS
Update on Development of Approaches to Positively Impact 16. 
Homelessness and Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the Palo Alto 
Municipal Code to Add Section 9.61.020 to Establish Community 
Facilities Hours, Including Cubberley, Lucie Stern and Mitchell Park 
Community Centers
Adoption of Ordinance for a New Chapter 18.15 (Residential Density 17. 
Bonus) to Include in Title 18 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to 
Implement Government Code Section 65915 

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 20,, 2013 at 6:00 PM 
to discuss Staff Recommendation that the Utilities Advisory Commission 
Recommend that the City Council Terminate or Approve Changes to the 
PaloAltoGreen Program 

The City Council Rail Committee will meet on Thursday, August 22, 2013 
at 9:00 do discuss a Recommendation on the Preliminary Cost Estimates 
for Grade Separation and Trenching Studies

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 
and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 
Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc at 223-6596 or email 
byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday:
Daniel Ross-Jones preaching

Outdoor Worship in our Courtyard

Sunday Worship and Church School at 10 a.m.

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
We celebrate Marriage Equality!

School lunch
(continued from page 3)

Johannah Seah, left, a third-grader at Ohlone Elementary School, expresses surprise after taking a bite of 
oven-baked sweet-potato nuggets and fish fillets during a public taste-testing for Palo Alto’s school-lunch 
program. California rolls and avocado rolls are among the new menu offerings.

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber
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Maybell
(continued from page 3)

Upfront
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING

of the Palo Alto
Planning & Transportation Commission

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(P&TC) shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, 
August 28, 2013 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, Civic 
Center, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may appear 
and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning Divi-
sion Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday 
preceding the meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the 
Development Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair 1. 

Planning & Transportation Commission Annual Report2. 

Public Hearing
 3. Transportation Element of the Comprehensive Plan: Review 
of the Transportation Element of the Comprehensive Plan

Questions.  For any questions regarding the above items, please 
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441.  The files relat-
ing to these items are available for inspection weekdays between 
the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.    This public meeting is televised 

live on Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individu-
als with disabilities.  To request an accommodation for this meet-
ing or an alternative format for any related printed materials, please 
contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by 
e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Aaron Aknin,  

Interim Director of Planning and Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto 

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

8:30 A.M., Thursday, August 29, 2013 Palo Alto Council 
Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.  Go 
to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review 
filed documents; contact Diana Tamale for information regarding 
business hours at 650.329.2144.

405 Curtner Avenue [13PLN-00098]: Request by Salvatore 
Caruso on behalf of Zhen Zhen Li for Architectural Review 
of a new 7,425 sq. ft., three-story building with six residential 
condominium units on a vacant, 12,375 sq. ft. site. Zone District: 
Residential Multiple-Family (RM-30). Environmental Assessment: 
Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental quality 
Act (CEQA) per CEQA Guidelines Section 15303. 

3159 El Camino Real [13PLN-00040]: Request by FGY 
Architects on behalf of Portage Avenue Portfolio, LLC for Site 
and Design Review of a new 74,122 square foot four-story mixed 
use project with 48 residential units.  The proposal also includes 
Design Enhancement Exceptions for height, and build to lines as 
well as a Conditional Use Permit for the parcel to exceed the 5,000 
square foot limit for office space.  Environmental Assessment:  A 
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Zone 
district: Service Commercial (CS).

Amy French
Chief Planning Official

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities.  To request an accommodation for this 
meeting or an alternative format for any related printed 
materials, please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org 

Review the proposed designs for  
Monroe Park Improvements

Monday August 26th, 2013, 7– 8 PM

Lucie Stern Community Center 
1305 Middlefield, Palo Alto, CA  94301

Community Room

The City of of Palo Alto seeks the community’s 
input on the proposed plans.

 
URL: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/parks/projects.asp

for more information.

 Meeting hosted by  
City of Palo Alto Community Services, (650) 496-5916

COMMUNITY MEETING

Fire destroys remote Baylands boat house

Graffiti vandals tag Cal Ave

City finds flaws in Buena Vista plan

Starbucks employee files sexual-harassment suit

Police nab suspected blind-date robbers

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.
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Editorial Assistant Elena Kad-
vany can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Taking Care of YOU!
Thursday, August 22, 7:00 pm

How to Increase Balance 
& Decrease Falls
Thursday, September 26, 7:00 pm

Stress Reduction 
Techniques
Thursday, October 24, 7:00 pm

Understanding 
Family Dynamics
Thursday, November 14, 7:00 pm

Family Caregiving 101
A year-long series of free interactive workshops!

Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center
270 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040 

RSVP to (650) 289-5499

Quality Daytime Care for Older Adults

650.759.7533   |   laurelmewslosgatos.com

16220 GEORGE STREET, LOS GATOS, CA     

HOURS: THURS -  MON, 10 :00AM -  5 :00PM

Located within walking distance to top 
neighborhood schools, family-friendly parks, 

The Hampton, our largest model, is one of Laurel Mews’ 

Large basement for entertaining

From $2 millions

Call Today for a Personal Tour

650.327.0950

850 Webster Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301

DSS license #430700136

www.channinghouse.org
Scan this QR code

with your smartphone

to see our website

650.327.0950

E

Be Yourself,

Be Adventurous

Munro Proctor, MD, Bicycle Enthusiast
Channing House Resident since 2007

Refugees
(continued from page 7)

 Page 13



Phil Lally passed away on April 28, 2013 at 
his home in Palo Alto after a courageous battle 
with cancer. He was 87 years old. Born in New 
York City on Sept 30, 1925, he was the only child 
of John and Mary Lally. Early on he showed a 
strong affinity for study and learning, winning 
a city-wide academic contest for 
appointment to Xavier Prep. Phil 
then attended the  Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where 
he began a life-long pursuit 
of the solution to engineering 
problems.

 After an interruption to his 
studies due to World War II, 
he returned to Cambridge to 
complete his studies and marry 
his life-long wife, Mary Ann 
Evans of Scituate, Massachusetts. 
He completed his BS in 1948 
and went on to obtain his 
Masters at MIT. By this time 
his family was growing, eventually reaching 3 
young boys, so he embarked on his career in 
Electrical Engineering. His first work was with 
Sperry Rand Corporation in Great Neck, New 
York; later moving with Sperry to Gainesville, 
Florida. He continued his connection with 
education, occasionally teaching courses at the 
University of Florida at their request.

 In 1968 Phil and his family moved west to 
Palo Alto and took a position with Teledyne 
MEC, where he worked as a Senior Scientist 
until very shortly before his death.

Phil was an excellent engineer, respected and 
admired by his peers and the younger engineers 

he mentored. He authored or 
collaborated on a number of 
patents in his field of electronic 
warfare and countermeasures 
and was an active member of 
the Association of Old Crows, 
who honored him in Sept. 2012 
by electing him to their Hall of 
Fame

 In addition to working late 
into his 80’s, Phil would also take 
time to tutor in Algebra at a local 
school, participate actively in his 
church, and travel to sometimes 
exotic locations, such as the 
great telescopes of the Andes and 

Easter Island.
 Phil was preceded in death by wife Mary Ann 

(2005) and son James (2009). He is survived by 
sons Jeff and Steve, and grandson Evan

 A memorial service will be held on 3:00 
p.m. August 24 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
located at 600 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto with a 
reception to follow.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Philip M. Lally

Best for You. We expertly match caregivers with your needs.

Cost Effective. Our one-to-one client care is the lowest cost 
and highest quality on the Peninsula.

Special Training. Our caregivers attend regular classes 
through our Home Care Assistance University.

Quality and Safety. We run Department of Justice background 
checks on all our potential employees and administer a 
psychological examination, developed by on-staff PhD 
psychologists, to test for honesty and conscientiousness. All 
of our caregivers are bonded and insured and are employees 
of Home Care Assistance.

Receive a FREE copy of our book 
The Handbook of Live-In Care when 
you have a complimentary assessment!

Call today to schedule your free in-home assessment!

650-462-6900       148 Hawthorne Avenue
HomeCareAssistance.com      Palo Alto, CA 94301

Palo Alto’s Leading Provider
of 24/7 Live-In Home Care

“The best around-the-clock care is from Home Care Assistance!” 

A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
August 8 - August 13
Violence related
Arson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Elder abuse/financial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Elder abuse/self neglect . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Embezzlement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Abandoned Auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .4
Driving without license  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Vehicle accident/mnr. injury  . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/prop. damage . . . . . . .7
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Drunk driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
False info. to police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found dog  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Info. case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .3
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Menlo Park
August 8 - August 13
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .2
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle accident/mnr. injury  . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/prop. Damage . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tampering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Info. case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Atherton
August 8 - August 13
Theft related
Residential burglary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/prop. damage  . . . . . . .4
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Construction 3
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Sand Hill Rd., 8/6, 3:00 p.m.; Elder abuse/
financial.
Channing Ave., 8/7, 4:20 p.m.; Elder 
abuse/self neglect.
Alma St., 8/9, 8:53 p.m.; Domestic 
violence/battery.
4201 Middlefield Rd., 8/10, 9:36 a.m.; 
Recycle can caught on fire.
326 University Ave., 8/11, 6:14 p.m.; Tiera 
Sedeno booked at main jail for battery/
simple.
El Camino Real, 8/12, 11:38 p.m.; 
Domestic violence/battery.
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P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

“Happy” Brill was her favorite of many names 
used in her lifetime, as optimism was her nature. 
She was called “Kathern” by her husband Marty and 
“Kate “or “Kay” by friends. She died on July 1, 2013.

She was born on Bainbridge Island, 
Washington, in 1918. Her dad, William Wayland 
Manning, a Bostonian, married a Washington 
girl, Henrietta “Reta” TeRoller, whose family 
joined the Manning brothers to start a coffee 
company that would compete with Folgers 
and Hills Bros. The business took the family to 
San Francisco, and they settled across the Bay 
in Ross. Katherine, red-haired 
and freckled, and her sibs Sue 
(Birdsall) and Bill kept a pony and 
went to Katherine Branson’s. Later 
she took the ferry to Hamlin’s in 
San Francisco.

Katherine enrolled at Scripps 
College, but soon transferred to 
Colorado University at Boulder, 
saying she was sick of girls’ schools 
and wanted to meet men. She 
liked javelin and basketball – and 
singing. Rushing Kappa (she said 
the club’s membership contained 
all the women she admired), she 
met a Fiji, Marty Brill, a letterman and football All-
American. Marty was from Trinidad, Colorado, a 
coal-mining town near the New Mexico border. 
His dad Joe was a veterinarian and his mom, Clara 
Marty, taught school and was sometimes deputy to 
her father the sheriff.

Katherine and Marty married on graduation, 
and Marty enlisted in the Navy.  They moved to 
Boston and he went to Harvard Business School. 
From there they moved to Monterey and Marty 
attended the Naval Post Graduate School. Cherry 
was born in Carmel while he sailed on the Mauna 
Loa, an ammunition ship in the Pacific.

After the war Marty worked for the family 
business, Manning’s Coffee Co. (also known 
for cafeterias). The Brills moved to Pasadena, 
where Marty Jr. was born, and then to Palo Alto, 
where they had even more kids, Wayland, Byron 
and Derk. For many years they lived in the great 
Monterey colonial house at the end of University 

Ave. designed by Gardner Dailey and built by 
Katherine’s uncle. Marty left Manning’s to become 
an independent food broker. He and Katherine 
relocated to Portola Valley in 1975, and after 
Marty died in 1983, Katherine moved to Oak Ave. 
in Menlo Park, where her adored grandchildren 
(Clara, Grayson, Will and Galen, Amanda, Amber 
and Katie, and Marty and Grant) splashed and her 
dogs and garden thrived.

Accomplishments of women of Katherine’s era 
are often measured by the love and warmth they 
spread around them, to which she added bravery. 

She suffered from rheumatoid 
arthritis, finally “burned out” after 
many years. Slow onset of macular 
degeneration allowed her to function 
pretty well – she seemed always to 
be better-sighted than she was. She 
had the guts and foresight to live the 
way she wanted to despite physical 
challenges. 

After her husband died Katherine 
called herself “Happy” and was so 
indeed. Her relentlessly optimistic 
temperament stood her in good 
stead. She lived with an appetite for 
the future – and she was beautiful, 

with silver hair replacing the red. She painted, 
did fancy sewing, cooked (baking 12 lemon 
meringues to get one right), decorated her house 
with sophisticated taste, and bought wearable art. 
She loved the symphony, bridge and novels and 
enjoyed the Junior League and Valley Auxiliary. 
She spent years in a quest based perhaps on her 
parents’ religious enthusiasm. A friend called her 
“truly artistic and spiritual.” Another recalled 
“the sweetness of her voice and laugh.”

Her last ten years at Channing House provided a 
new community and she enjoyed it greatly. Friendly 
interaction and stimulating activities kept her 
interested in life right up until her final, one-day 
illness. She died, as she wanted, in her sleep.

The family would appreciate donations to Vista 
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, 2470 
El Camino Real, Suite 107, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Contact Cherry Brill Elliott for information,  
(415) 824-3880.

Katherine Manning Brill
Palo Alto, 1918 – 2013

Spa Treatments
Expires 8/31/2013
Code: PAWK20

20% Off
New Aveda Spa

3990 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
650.855.9080

www.immersionspa.com

A modern Korean spa and sauna

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Helen Jeanne Sherwood, born Helen Jeanne Marshall, 
died peacefully on August 11, 2013, leaving a sister, daughter, 
three sons, a niece, three grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. She was 91 years old.

Helen’s passion was the care of children and she worked for 
many good Palo Alto families when she retired from the Palo 
Alto Medical Clinic. At the Clinic she worked in orthopedics 
and gastro-enterology, caring for patients for over 30 years.

Helen moved to Palo Alto with her husband and children 
in the early 50’s, living on Channing Avenue across from the 
Greer farm. She loved Palo Alto. 

No public service is available; however, cards will be 
accepted by her granddaughter, Sarah Sherwood.  Mail to 
221 Del Rosa Way, San Mateo, CA  94403.

Donations can be made to http://www.preventchildabuse.
org/index.php

Helen Jeanne Sherwood

Former Palo Alto Councilman 
John Beahrs dies at 100

by Jay Thorwaldson

A memorial service will be held 
Sunday, Aug. 25, for John Vic-
tor Beahrs, a longtime Palo 

Alto resident who saw frontline 
action in the Pacific during World 
War II and served on the Palo Alto 
City Council during the tumultuous 
1960s-1970s. 

Beahrs died July 23 at age 100, 
leaving behind a large family whose 
members helped him celebrate his 
100th birthday last Oct. 19.

His wife, Virginia, an author and 
retired manager of counseling and 
testing at Stanford University, died 
in 2005, ending a marriage of 67 
years and an earlier five-year dat-
ing relationship. They were mar-
ried in 1938 but lived in Berkeley 
until after World War II when they 
moved to Palo Alto. They resided in 
the same Palo Alto home on Guinda 
Street since 1947, where they raised 
their sons John, Richard and Wil-
liam. Both were active in a wide 
range of community organizations 
and activities. 

The memorial service will be 
held Sunday, Aug. 25, at 1:30 p.m. 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave. in south Palo Alto. A 
reception will follow at the Univer-

sity Club, 3277 Miranda Ave., Palo 
Alto. 

Beahrs was born in 1912 in Eu-
faula, Ala. His father died when he 
was 11, and he assumed an older-
brother role in the raising of his 
three siblings. 

During his school years he worked 
in various positions at the Pomona 
Progress-Bulletin newspaper. 

He received a B.S. degree from 
the University of California, Berke-
ley, College of Commerce. He joined 
the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1933, and 
retired as commander. 

He later returned to UC Berkeley 
to do graduate study with a special 
interest in admiralty law. 

His career in marine insurance 
began in 1937 when he joined 
Marsh & McLennan, Inc., as a bro-
ker, followed in 1939 by a move to 
Appleton & Cox prior to entering 
the military in 1941. 

During World War II he served in 
Naval intelligence and amphibious 
forces of the Pacific Fleet, includ-
ing serving as beachmaster in the 
assault landings on Okinawa and 
Iwo Jima, for which he received a 
commendation.

After the war, he served as ma-

rine manager for 13 Western states, 
Hawaii and Central America. In 
1947 he joined the Home Insur-
ance Company of New York, and 
in 1961 he returned to Marsh & 
McLennan in San Francisco as a 
vice president. 

From 1964 to 1977 he served as 
general claims and insurance man-
ager for Matson Navigation Com-
pany and subsidiaries. 

From 1963 to 1977 he served on 
the Palo Alto City Council, during 
tumultuous years of community de-
bate over growth and city directions, 
and political disruptions relating to 
the Vietnam War and the counter-
culture movement. Beahrs was a 
member of the so-called “Estab-
lishment” side of the council when 
it was divided 7-to-6 in the mid-
1960s, and survived an all-council 
election in 1967. 

But his community service ex-
tended well beyond the council, 
including serving on the board of 
Lucile Salter Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford and the Ronald 
McDonald House at Stanford. He 
also served as president of the Sons 
in Retirement and of the Civil War 
Round Table of the Peninsula. 

He was founding president and a 

director of the Palo Alto-Stanford 
Hospital during a period of joint 
city/Stanford ownership, and was 
founding president and a director 
of the Bay Area Hospital Council. 
He served as a director of the Santa 
Clara County Hospital and Health 
Facilities Planning Agency. 

Beahrs also served as president 
and a director of the Family Service 
Association of the Midpeninsula; of 
the Senior Coordinating Council of 
the Palo Alto Area (now Avenidas); 
and of the Palo Alto Historical As-
sociation. He was a director of the 
Friends of the Palo Alto Public Li-
brary and a vestryman at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church.

Following his retirement he and 
Virginia enjoyed travel. 

In addition to his three sons, 
Beahrs is survived by grandchil-
dren, Andy Beahrs, Michele Byrnes, 
Jenny Mulholland-Beahrs, Suzanne 
Beahrs, Matthew Hastie, Amelie 
Hastie and Bowman Hastie; and 
great-grandchildren Erik and Mio 
Beahrs, Sadie and Liam Byrnes, 
Callie Mulholland-Beahrs, and Ka-
tie and Georgia Hastie. His daugh-
ters, Kathryn and Elizabeth, preced-
ed him in death. He was the brother 
of the late Ruth Spangenberg of Palo 

Alto, a co-founder of the environ-
mentalist organization Committee 
for Green Foothills. He also sur-
vived a sister, Mary Grah of Orin-
da, and a brother, Oliver Beahrs, a 
surgeon at the Mayo Clinic — both 
died in their 90s.  

“Dad was very proud of his ac-
complished, energetic siblings and 
extended family,” his son Richard 
“Dick” Beahrs recalled. “He loved 
his involvement as president of the 
Palo Alto Stanford Medical Center 
at the time it was constructed, and 
serving on the board of the Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford.”  Of 
his council service, “he was particu-
larly proud of Foothills Park, which 
I believe was created during his time 
on the council.”  

Beahrs “was active until the very 
end of his life. He threw out the first 
pitch at a San Jose Giants minor-
league game as part of a tribute to 
the military at the age of 99. He also 
was introduced on the field at last 
year’s Big Game in Berkeley, the 
day after his 100th birthday.”

The family prefers memorials be 
contributions to the Lucile Packard 
Foundation for Children’s Health, 
400 Hamilton Ave. Suite 340, Palo 
Alto, CA 94301, 650-497-8365. 
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Kudos to Stanford
Editor,

The pages of this newspaper indi-
cate that many citizens of Palo Alto 
and nearby towns feel poorly served 
by our local institutions.

Inattentive city council! Incor-
rigible city staff! Inadequate police 
presence! Insufficient downtown 
parking! Insubstantial affordable 
housing! Insidious development 
deals! Injurious school environ-
ments! The list of legitimate griev-
ances seems endless.

Despite these issues, perhaps most 
would agree that our community is 
fortunate in the availability of cut-
ting-edge medical options. Notably, 
we have direct access to promising 
new drugs, devices and procedures 
through the clinical trials program 
at Stanford.

A lengthy series of intravenous 
drug treatments gave me ample op-
portunity to observe Stanford’s med-
ical research team in action.

These professionals deal with all 
variety of human disease and explor-
atory pharmaceuticals. They handle 
complex protocols for patients feel-
ing discomfort and facing uncertain-
ty. They attend individuals from all 
walks of life with grace and humor.

While it’s an impressive opera-
tion across the board, the nurses at 
Stanford’s Clinical Trials Research 
Unit (CTRU) deserve special men-
tion for providing their charges with 
truly excellent care.

Sure, we have plenty of problems 
in the neighborhood. Even so, those 
of us unable to benefit from conven-
tional measures can be both grate-
ful and hopeful to have Stanford’s 
medical research facilities right in 
our own backyard. 

Jaclyn Schrier
Alma Street, Palo Alto

Need a safe place to live
Editor,

On Monday night (Aug. 5), I went 
to the town council meeting where 
the vehicle habitation ordinance 
was debated and passed. Although 
the idea of making Palo Alto a saf-
er place is a good one, the fact is, 
less than 10 percent of all homeless 
people in Palo Alto are mentally ill 
and/or drug addicts. The ordinance 
will prevent those potentially dan-
gerous people from causing harm, 
but it also prevents the 90+ percent 
who are not dangerous from having 
a safe place to live. The ordinance 
should only have been passed if an 
alternative option is being provided 
to house homeless people.

Luke Stribling
Yale Road, Menlo Park

The greater good
Editor,

I agree with the city council’s de-
cision to ban vehicle dwelling for 
the better of the public and a new 
start for dealings with the homeless. 
While others might call this shame-

ful and an attack on the neediest res-
idents, this is for the better interests 
for Palo Alto. These measures have 
been taken for the safety of children 
and the obligation to protect neigh-
borhoods — particularly at Cubber-
ley and Greenmeadow where par-
ents have said that they do not feel 
safe anymore.

Although the act might seem as 
an attack on the homeless I believe 
that the City Council is doing it for 

the greater good of the children 
and safety of neighborhoods. Even 
though people may be upset about 
the outcome of the vote, the council 
will continue to look for new ways to 
help support the homeless and find 
resources for them. I believe that 
the City Council acted responsibly 
by supporting what the majority of 
residents wanted. 

Matthew Seto
Carmel Drive, Palo Alto 

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

A wasteful referendum
Maybell neighbors and City Council talk past each 
other, squandering opportunity for a better outcome

P erhaps it was too much to expect the Palo Alto City Council to 
demonstrate they understood why many neighbors of a proposed 
senior housing project on Maybell Avenue across from Briones 

Park are upset, suspicious and feeling disrespected.
And similarly, the upset neighbors may be too angry to accept that a 

more dense and objectionable outcome is possible if they are successful 
in a city-wide vote this November.

Had both groups, along with the Palo Alto Housing Corporation, been 
willing to take the time to focus on repairing past mistakes, building 
trust, and compromising a bit more, we could have avoided what will 
now be a confusing, divisive and expensive election debate this fall.

The unanimous decision by the City Council on Aug. 8 to let voters 
decide on the housing project is but the sad, final result of a process that 
should never have gotten to this point. It should not have been so dif-
ficult to see the points of view of both sides of this issue, but neither the 
Council, the Housing Corporation, nor the objecting neighbors seemed 
truly interested in doing that.

While the City Council responded back in June with some helpful re-
ductions in the size of the development, they did not do what was needed 
to repair relations with the neighbors. They had an opportunity last week 
to show they at least understood the neighbors’ continuing objections. 

Instead, exasperation was the tone of the evening. Several Council 
members went out of their way to express their frustration with oppo-
nents and the passion with which they waged the referendum petition 
drive, and in doing so came across as defensive and insensitive to how 
emotional the debate had become.

And for their part, instead of focusing on the substance of the issue, 
neighbors used the meeting to hurl new charges against both the city 
staff and Housing Corporation for not accurately communicating with 
state authorities regarding the status of the zoning change. That was a 
foolhardy strategy. 

It is true that the city and Housing Corporation moved ahead to secure 
grant funding from the Tax Credit Allocation Committee prior to a July 
3 deadline by asserting the PC zoning had been approved. It was pre-
mature, given that the council hadn’t had its official second reading of 
the zoning ordinance, and a referendum against it was likely to qualify. 
(The referendum has now suspended that zoning.) 

But to describe these and other actions as “fraud,” as if they could 
have had any effect on the zoning or the rights of opponents to qualify a 
referendum, is unnecessarily inflammatory and unproductive.

We were disappointed that not a single Council member addressed the 
option of rescinding the June zoning decision that led to the referendum 
petition, which would have provided an opportunity for negotiation and 
compromise.

Instead, perhaps reflecting their frustration with the demeanor of the 
opponents, there was no real discussion at all. Each Council member 
made statements in support of affordable senior housing, the Housing 
Corporation and expressing their hope that both sides of the debate 
temper their emotions and engage in a respectful campaign. And they 
each explained that they favored putting the referendum on a special 
election ballot this November, at a cost of over $600,000, instead of 
next year because it would be unfair to the Housing Corporation and 
merely prolong debate.

One problem with this outcome is that it pits a known development 
proposal against an unknown alternative development, potentially of 
greater density and impact. If the referendum is successful and the spe-
cial planned community zoning adopted by the Council is defeated, 
then it is possible that the Housing Corporation would sell off the land 
to a developer who would build large, single family homes that would 
bring far more traffic than the currently proposed development. It is 
highly unlikely that voters will want to risk this, nor is it really in the 
neighborhood’s best interest.

A far better move, in our opinion, would have been to allow for a 
cooling-off period by not being pressured to act by Friday’s deadline for 
placing the referendum on a November ballot. Just as it was rushed to 
take action on the zoning change in June in order for the Housing Cor-
poration to apply for the now-possibly moot grant money, the Council 
rushed again to meet the deadline for the November election. If emo-
tions were allowed to subside, we think with the help of a mediator both 
the neighbors and the Housing Corporation could have worked out a 
rational compromise. With neither side benefiting from delay and there 
being risks to both sides of an up or down vote on a referendum, there 
would have been a strong incentive for a resolution.

Opponents have had some good reasons to feel betrayed by the city 
and a have a good case for further modifications to the development.  
But ironically, it is impossible to see how any good can come to the 
neighborhood or the broader community by being successful with a 
referendum. 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage  
or on issues of local interest.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
 We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, 
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be 
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a 
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant  
Eric Van Susteren at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

? Are regional organizations 
pressuring Palo Alto to add 
too much new housing?

Crescent Park gets ban 
on overnight parking

Posted Aug. 13 at 9:50 a.m. by 
Dave, a resident of the Duveneck/
St. Francis neighborhood:

People probably prefer perma-
nent program

Nice to see that the city council 
supported the plea to give resi-
dents some immediate relief. That 
said, I’m sure the residents on the 
impacted streets, as well as the 
residents who are going to feel the 
pain of parked cars pushing to their 

streets, would strongly prefer a resi-
dent parking permit program. 

Staff and council should recog-
nize that the parking issues in Cres-
cent Park are very different than the 
parking issues faced by residents 
and business owners in downtown 
Palo Alto. Residents in College Ter-
race already have an RPP, so there is 
a precedent for such a program. It’s 
time for staff and the city council to 
step up and provide a better solution 
than the “Band Aid” that the over-
night parking ban is. Implement an 
RPP. It’s a much better solution.

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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What is your opinion on new residential and commercial buildings in Palo Alto?
Asked at the Cambridge Avenue Post Office in Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Rye Druzin.

Elena Larsen
Retired teacher
College Terrace, Palo Alto
“I think that there’s too many 
commercial buildings and not enough 
low-income housing.”

Karen Johnson
Legal secretary
Downtown Menlo Park
“I think that I would limit more building 
of both so that we could preserve 
open spaces in the city.”

Anna Merritt
Graduate student
Evergreen Park, Palo Alto
“I feel like there is a shortage of 
apartments in the area so I would 
support building more of them.”

Doria Summa
Retired
College Terrace, Palo Alto
“I am very concerned that in both 
ways we are moving in the direction of 
higher density that is against the will of 
the citizens of the city.”

Aaron Susman
Emergency medical technician 
Redwood Circle, Palo Alto
“There’s too many of them. The city 
is changing too much since I grew 
up. Too many high-density homes 
replacing single-family homes, and the 
prices in the area are not affordable.”

by Jay Thorwaldson

W hen I was first introduced to a 
“Planned Community” zone in the 
mid-1960s it 

was with an enthusi-
astic assessment by a 
professional planner in 
Mountain View, later 
echoed by planning 
staff members in Palo 
Alto. 

Only a few years ear-
lier, as a young reporter 
still in college but on 
a summer job in west 
Fresno County, I had been introduced to basic 
zoning laws, from residential to commercial 
and industrial.  

But the planners believed the then-new PC 
zoning concept would liberate developers 
from cut-and-dried formulas that included 
rigid setbacks, heights and density stan-
dards. The theory was that it would allow 
developers to be more creative and expan-
sive in their proposals. 

And the PC zone would also benefit the 
communities at large by encouraging more 
creative and attractive projects, in addition to 
specific “public benefit” items offered by (or 
required of) the developer. 

No one dreamed that the PC zone would 
morph into something big enough to swal-
low up traditional zoning and community 
planning, as it now seems to be threatening 
to do in Palo Alto. And, as outlined July 19 
by the Weekly in a detailed analysis by Gen-
nady Sheyner, three significant PC propos-
als may well trigger the next resident revolt 
against either overdevelopment or misplaced 
development. 

The three projects that might ignite a broad-
er political response are the proposed office/
theater development by John Arrillaga at 27 
University Ave., a 311,000-square foot high-
rise development along Page Mill Road by Jay 
Paul Co., and a comparatively small, 60-unit 
low-income senior-housing-plus-12-houses 
project on Maybell Avenue in Barron Park. 

The Maybell project already is being chal-
lenged by referendum petitions, while the 
first two are beginning the city assessment 
and approval process, so any referenda chal-
lenge is premature. 

But something happened to the bright 
promise those long-retired planning officials 
outlined to me as a reporter for the erstwhile 
Palo Alto Times. Instead of an occasional PC 
zone for special circumstances or opportuni-
ties, the PC zone has become commonplace. 

Simply put, the PC zone replaces any un-
derlying zone in the city’s zoning ordinance, a 
detailed document intended to reflect broader 
planning policies and goals outlined in what 
once was commonly called a General Plan. 
General was the operative word, as most such 
plans in my experience in various communi-
ties usually gathered more dust than attention 
following their adoption. 

In the 1950s and early 1960s, teams of free-
lance professional planners traveled the state 
convincing local officials in smaller towns 
that every community needed one. Larger 
communities assigned their own planning 
staffs to develop such plans. The result was 
a document outlining what should go where, 
accompanied by a large map with different 
colors for different uses. The maps usually 
wound up on a wall behind or beside the city 
council dais. 

Repeatedly, the key decisions were made on 

a case-by-case basis, often depending on the 
eloquence, or influence, of the developer or 
landowner and who was serving on the gov-
erning council or board. 

Getting to specific decisions on specific 
properties or areas of town proved more 
complicated than the “general” plans could 
encompass. 

In Palo Alto, the city’s General Plan met 
pretty much the same fate as elsewhere in 
the state. The fast-growth 1950s and early 
1960s were fueled by a serious need of both 
the city and Stanford University to increase 
revenues plus a huge demand for housing and 
a surging economy pushed by high-tech and 
the Cold War. 

The growth of the Stanford Industrial Park 
— never proposed or studied as a whole plan, 
former longtime Planning Director Louis 
Fourcroy once told me — created a side ef-
fect that still haunts Palo Alto politics: traffic. 
What is now the Stanford Research Park grew 
on a project-by-project basis rather than as a 
planned overall land-use policy. 

The debate over growth and impacts of 
growth tore apart the city, rising to a crescen-
do by the mid-1960s and resulting in a split 
City Council and a decade of see-saw policies 
and politics.  

Then in the early 1970s a remarkable city 
planner arrived, fresh from land-use battles 
surrounding the University of Chicago relat-
ing to conflicts between university desires and 
needs and adjacent residential neighborhoods. 

That planner, Naphtali Knox, still a con-
sultant in the Palo Alto area, recognized the 
weakness of the General Plan, discernible 
one surmises through the layers of dust, and 
proposed a revolutionary change to the plan-
ning process. 

Instead of creating a general document and 
multi-colored map that would run aground in 
the face of specific decisions, Knox proposed 
turning the process upside down. He would 
start with specific decisions, over a period 
of months and scores of meetings, and then 
based on those decisions the professional plan-
ners would draft a “Comprehensive Plan” that 
would reflect those real-world decisions. 

That plan is sometimes referred to as the 
bible (lowercase b) of city development 
policies. Like the actual Bible, there seems 
to be something in it for everyone and any-
one, but without the storytelling drama. 
And, like its namesake, it is often ignored 
in day-to-day practice. 

Instead, since the 1980s in particular, the 
PC zone has grown in both usage and stat-
ure. It has survived repeated criticisms, and 
even a city auditor report, about providing far 
more benefit to the developer than it does to 
the community. It has been admitted that even 
most of the promised “public benefits” have 
been lost to memory or record, and there is 
little enforcement of the few that are known. 

With each proposal being an independently 
negotiated deal for extra features in exchange 
for some kind of benefit, the question is being 
asked by a seemingly large number of resi-
dents: Why continue the Comprehensive Plan 
revision now underway at all? 

That may be a fair question to which current 
city leaders and planners might pay more at-
tention than they have in the past. 

Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be emailed at jthorwaldson@paweekly.
com with a copy to jaythor@well.com. He 
also writes regular blogs at www.PaloAl-
toOnline.com (below Town Square). 

‘Planned Community’: ‘Unplanned Community’ or ‘Negotiated Zoning’?
On Deadline

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Cover Story

D
iana was new to Palo 
Alto, entering middle 
school mid-year and 
nervous about the 
transition. Within 

a few months, she found good 
friends and began “going out” 
with a boy. 

But things did not look up for 
long. Inexplicably, hurtful mes-
sages began flowing into Diana’s 
Facebook “Honesty Box” (a now-
defunct application for sending 
private, anonymous notes). 

“I don’t get why anyone would 
like you,” “You’re really ugly,” 
“You have no personality,” and 
“You’re fat,” they said. About 30 
such messages arrived before Di-
ana shut her Honesty Box down.

There was no way to tell how 
many people were sending the 
comments, or who they were.

It did not end there. Another Fa-
cebook feature, “Bathroom Wall,” 
displayed anonymous public posts. 
Nasty messages appeared there 
next, for all of Diana’s classmates 
to see.

“I would check Bathroom Wall 
so often,” she said. She dreaded 
what she might find but felt com-
pelled to know what was being 
said about her.

“It was a very, very, very down 
time for me,” she said. “I had a 
lot of suicide thoughts. My self-
esteem was ruined.”

Diana (not her real name) ulti-
mately recovered her confidence, 
but it took years. Even now, she has 
a strong sense of vulnerability to 
possible online attack and guards 
herself in social situations with 
school friends to minimize risk. 

“I can’t be myself,” she said.
Diana graduated from Palo Alto 

High School in June. She told her 
story to the Weekly because she 
is concerned about bullying and 
other forms of mean behavior 
among teens, the worst of which 
often occur online. She thinks if 
youth and adults understood more 
about the problem and its impact, 
other kids might be spared what 
she went through.

The Weekly also interviewed 
about 50 other Palo Alto teens 
(high school and older) for this 
story, including roundtable dis-
cussions with the Palo Alto Youth 
Council and Teen Advisory 
Board, and numerous adults, in-
cluding school officials, educa-
tors, parents, psychologists and 
other youth experts. 

Social media is an integral and 
growing force in young lives, ev-

eryone agrees. Yet despite its great 
allure and benefits (including in-
formation, play, creative expression 
and connecting with people), social 
media also carries significant risks. 
Mean, defamatory, sexual or of-
fensive comments and images, in-
cluding cyberbullying of the type 
experienced by Diana, are part of 
the fabric of social media.

In cyberspace, it is easy for youth 
to blur and cross lines between 
private and public, playful ban-
ter and painful teasing, truth and 
lies, humor and hurt, respect and 
disrespect. The effects on teens 
are difficult to gauge. Even when 
people are hurt, the social norm is 
to act like there hasn’t been an 
impact, except in egregious 
cases. Even the worst up-
sets tend to pass quickly 
from public consciousness 
as teens’ attentions move 
to the next online post. If 
it didn’t involve the stu-
dent directly, or a friend, 
it’s often just a tiny part of 
a vast, fast-moving, fluid 
world and not absorbed in 
any deeply conscious way, 
teens and educators say.

Teens operate in cyberspace by 
their own rules and customs in 
what some label the “wild, wild 
West,” or liken to “Lord of the 
Flies.” At times teens bemoan the 
negative aspects of social media, 
whether as targets or witnesses, 
but in general they accept its foi-
bles with “This is the way it is,” 
and “There’s nothing to be done 
about it.” Most of what they see 
they consider within the range of 

normal (even if it’s mean towards 
someone) and not a big problem. 
At the same time, they seem quite 
aware that adults would feel dif-
ferently. 

“Most adults would be shocked 
at what they would see if they spent 
24 hours on their kids’ Facebook 
pages (including the private 
messages),” one recent 
Gunn High School grad 
told the Weekly. 

The opportuni-
ties for unkind 
com munica-
tion are in-
creased online, 
and the effects 
amplified, most 
agree, due to 
the large audi-
ences, easy dis-
semination, 24/7 
availability, per-
manence of posts, 
anonymity, imper-
sonal nature of tech-
nology and ability 
to instantly register 
opinions by pressing 
the “Like” button or 
displaying site-visit 
numbers. 

Learning to 
navigate this 
frontier safely 
and responsibly 
is an unprece-
dented stretch 
for youth.  

Hidden 

from adults, 

meanness 

between 

youth is rife in 

cyberspace, but 

teens downplay 

its effects

by Terri Lobdell

how social media amplifies 
the power to hurt 

TEENS ONLINE: 
WHAT’S INSIDE
Reporting for “Teens Online” 

began last fall as part of the 
Weekly’s in-depth look at bullying 
in Palo Alto schools and the com-
munity. As part of the investiga-
tion, reporter Terri Lobdell sought 
information to uncover why some 
kids behave cruelly toward others, 
the impacts of that cruelty, how 
school officials and other adults 
handle bullying incidents, and the 
myriad programs and activities fo-
cused on bullying prevention and 
social kindness.

For this in-depth look at the role 
social media plays in amplifying 
mean-spirited behavior among 
youth, the Weekly sought to hear 
from those most knowledgeable 
and most closely affected: the 
teens. In interviews with about 
50 youth, the Weekly heard about 
some benefits of social media but 
also about its darker side, includ-
ing offensive language, mean ru-
mors and offensive images that are 
spread to large audiences.

This cover story also explores 
why it is so difficult for adults to 
keep up with what’s happening on 
social media and to provide ef-
fective guidance. Numerous adult 
experts have contributed their per-
spectives to these articles as well.

The Weekly would like to thank 
the teens interviewed for their 
openness, generosity of time and 
thoughtfulness in reflecting on 
these issues, some of which in-
volved sensitive or painful situa-
tions. The vast majority of teens 
asked for anonymity and elimina-
tion of identifying details. Except 
in a few cases, in which teens had 
already published on this topic un-
der their name, the youth providing 
information for this series are not 
named. Some adults interviewed 
also are not named due to the sen-
sitivity of the topics discussed.

This cover story package also 
includes several articles exclu-
sively online at PaloAltoOnline.
com. “Teens Online” is the sec-
ond installment in a series of 
Palo Alto Weekly cover stories 
publishing this year on the topic 
of bullying. The first cover story, 
“Out of the shadows,” published 
June 14, 2013, covered the inside 
story of how a federal investiga-
tion is changing the way Palo Alto 
schools respond to bullying. It can 
be found on PaloAltoOnline.com.

Teens online .............................. p. 18

Advice for parents ......................p.19

Social ‘benefits’ of 
cyberbullying? .......................... p. 22

School rules and laws ............. p. 23

Bringing social kindness 
into cyberspace ........................ p. 24

On PaloAltoOnline.com: 

incident: PA Gossip Girl

(longer version)

Even as many teens venture into social media gladly, 
they do so without roadmap or guidance distilled from 
experiences of fully fledged adults who know what it 
was like to do this at their age. Teens are pioneers in 
this transformed world.

“Make no mistake. This is a huge change that’s 
occurring at warp speed,” nonprofit Common Sense 
Media founder and Stanford University lecturer James 
Steyer wrote in “Talking Back to Facebook: Raising 
Kids in the Digital Age.” 

Even 20-somethings shake their heads in surprise 
at social media habits they don’t recognize in today’s 
teens. Adults struggle to catch up and 
develop ways to guide youth in navi-
gating this territory. Figuring out how 
to maximize social media’s positives, 
minimize its risks, and harness it for 
good purpose is the greater task at 
hand, according to Steyer and other 
experts.

What happened to Diana was cy-
berbullying, most adults and teens 

would agree — repeated attacks 
on a single target by one or 

more aggressors, using 
the power of anonym-

ity to deliver harsh 
blows. But online 

social hazards are not limited 
to the traditional notions of 
cyberbullying. Researchers 
have adopted other terms, like 
“social cruelty,” “social com-
bat” or “drama,” to describe a 
broader range of mean-spirited 

behavior that adversely affects 
teens’ sense of security, self-es-

teem and relationships.
What local youth describe is 

frequent exposure — whether they 
directly engage in it or not — to com-

munication that by adult standards would 
be out of bounds. At times it is fueled by 

alcohol or drugs. Routine conflicts between 
friends can turn intensely and publicly hostile 

with social-media tools ready-made for escala-
tion. Spreading hurtful gossip, including sexually 

explicit rumors, is commonplace online, teens say. 
Many details are too explicit or potentially identify-

ing to be published in the Weekly.
Teens use a wide array of online methods to in-

flict hurt, ranging from creating blatantly bul-
lying “I Hate” Facebook ac-

counts to more subtle 
“subtweets” and 

other indirect 
ways of 

aiming negative messages at a specific, unnamed (but 
you know who you are) someone. Anonymous online 
forums like Tumblr, Formspring and Ask.fm can be 
particularly brutal, Diana and other teens said. 

Local teens reported the following incidents of hurt-
ful online material:

barrassing video of her, taken in middle school without 
permission, spread around Facebook. She asked the 
poster, a friend, to take it down but was refused. In a 
column in Gunn’s student newspaper, The Oracle, Lee  
criticized students who “post embarrassing or harmful 

words online without really thinking.” 
She described how “people caught up in 
anger against each other often have de-
grading verbal fights on Facebook that 
are completely open for outside parties 
to see. ... (By) the next day, everyone 
at school knows who dumped whom, 
who pranked whom, etc.” Lee told the 
Weekly she has seen Facebook fights 
“tons of times.” 

a Facebook comment by a male friend 
falsely claiming in crude terms that he 
had had sex with her. She felt betrayed 
as well as concerned about her reputa-
tion. She sent a Facebook message re-

questing the post be removed; to her relief, the poster 
complied. She still feels hurt by what he did.

resulted in a Facebook conflict involving “horrible, 
awful things on the wall” of a Paly student, accord-
ing to students who saw the posts. Several teens indi-
cated that this unusually upsetting case was reported 
to school officials; more typically these online battles 
go undetected by adults, and the posts eventually are 
deleted.

“statuses” or “subtweets” to target specific unnamed 
peers with indirect language that will not get them into 
trouble if discovered by adults but which have a mean 
or angry subtext the target will recognize. Examples 
given: “A true friend doesn’t talk behind your back” 
or “Still remembering what happened today with that 
guy in Spanish” or “I don’t think people realize what 
their words can do to people.” The targets will feel the 
pinch but will be helpless to defend themselves as the 
message ripples out to “easily hundreds of people,” 
some of whom press “Like,” adding to the number 
“piling on.” Others may criticize what has been posted 
to help shore up the target and/or escalate the drama.

unflattering photo of her, taken during class without 
her knowledge, on Facebook. Despite her hurt feel-
ings and a school-rule violation, she never considered 
telling a school official. “It wouldn’t do any good,” 
she said. “Besides, I would be harassed for bringing 
it up.” She was relieved, however, to see how quickly 
her classmates’ focus on the photo faded.

bawling” in class because of being cyberbullied, stun-
ning others present. The senior was reassured to see 
the distraught student getting caring help from the 
teacher and classmates, but the intensity of the upset 
remained a strong memory. 

Advice for 
parents in the 

digital age
Know the landscape, 

don’t hesitate to talk about the 
issues with your kids, experts say

by Terri Lobdell

P arents often feel overwhelmed and unpre-
pared for their kids’ entry into the world of 
social media and online life, but experts say 

that parents can and should play an active role. 
Below is a summary of key advice that emerged 

from Weekly interviews with teens, educators and 
other youth experts, as well as  a review of published 
material on the topic. The article concludes with 
recommended resources. 

Know the territory

Learn about your child’s online habits: which 
websites he or she visits, what smartphone apps he 
or she uses, what harm or benefits might come from 
using each site or app, and how much your kid likes 
and uses a site or app. Don’t wait for your child to 
fill you in or until there’s a problem. Some basics:

on social media from informative websites like Con-
nect Safely, My Digital 
Tat2 and Online On-
guard. Connect Safely 
has handy “parent 
guides” for Facebook, 
Instagram and Snap-
chat (the latter two are 
phone apps).

media sites yourself, 
including Facebook, 
Tumblr, Ask.fm, Form-
spring, Instagram, 
Twitter and Snapchat 
(you will need to set up accounts, or download 
smartphone apps, but that is not difficult and doesn’t 
commit you to use them). Get a feel for their content 
and how they operate.

materials related to digital safety and cyberbullying 
on its website (and on individual school websites as 
well). Get familiar with what your child is learning 
on this topic in school, starting in second grade. You 
can learn along with them.

and needs, how age relates to bullying, and how to 
handle any incidents. Bullying can look different 
at different ages, involving different motivations, 

(continued on page 19)

(continued on page 20)
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Be curious, 
not furious.

—My Digital Tat2, a 
Palo Alto company 

that promotes 
cybercitizenship

The social 
norm is to act 
unaffected or 

laugh it off. 
If you don’t, 

you’re not cool.
—Palo Alto teens
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Weekly about the January posting of 
an anonymous Tumblr blog called 
“PA Gossip Girl,” which named in-
dividual students in connection with 
sexually explicit rumors, including 
rape. Several students were very 
hurt and many more angered. “It 
really upset our whole grade,” one 
sophomore said. Others were enter-
tained (“the highlight of my day” 
read one Twitter post). The blog and 
comments in response were circulat-
ed widely on Facebook and Twitter 
within an hour, according to an edi-
torial in the Paly student magazine, 
Verde, that urged students to “build 
a community that stands against this 
kind of online shaming.”

“rape culture” in Palo Alto, high-
lighting events involving Paly stu-
dents allegedly raped off-campus 
and then called names like “atten-
tion whore” and “slut” at school and 
online through “a barrage of Face-
book messages and Tumblr posts.”

that he suffered numerous anti-gay 
attacks in middle school, in person 
and online, which persist. Recently 
he discovered several sexually ex-
plicit, defamatory and painful-to-
read postings on Ask.fm directed 
at him. He was shaken but resigned 
when he spoke to the Weekly. 
“Meanness goes unpunished online 
and in person, that’s just how it is,” 
the student said. 

a Twitter account called “Heard on 
the Quad” in 2012, during his senior 
year. For about a month, he posted 
“rumors” about students using ini-
tials. “It was pretty vague, but you 
could tell who stuff was about,” 
he wrote in an “open letter” to PA 
Gossip Girl. “It was mean. ... I re-
gret Heard on the Quad for the most 
part. ... I realized I actually did hurt 
some people, even if it wasn’t my 
goal.” He started it mostly as a joke, 
he told the Weekly, and then was 
fueled by the attention he got for it 
online. There’s a fine line between 
humor and hurt that is often crossed 

(See 
the sidebar on PaloAltoOnline.
com, “Anatomy of a Palo Alto High 
School cyberbullying incident.”)

Many more examples of online 
communications with offensive, 
harassing aspects also can be found 
scanning through Palo Alto student 
accounts on Ask.fm, Formspring, 
Tumblr, Twitter and Facebook — 
including group pages such as “Paly 
Confessions” and “Gunn High 
School Confessions.” (See also the 
sidebar, “The social ‘benefits’ of 
cyberbullying?”)

P alo Alto school administra-
tors recognize the expanding 
influence of social media. 

Although there are few cyberbully-
ing reports per year, staff have seen 
enough to understand the complex-
ity and potential for damage. Then-

Michelle Xie, center, 15, talks about possible expansion of the Palo Alto Youth Council to include representatives from a diverse range of student groups.

Teens online
(continued from page 19)

(continued on page 22)
Nikhil Kumar, left, discusses the work of the Palo Alto Youth Council during a meeting in August. Members of 
the group were interviewed on social media this past year for this article.
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impacts and interventions. For example, 
in the case of late elementary and middle 
school students, according to psychologist 
Carl Pickhardt, the first step for adults is 
to recognize how “social cruelty is rooted 
in the dislocation, insecurity and need for 
more social independence that occurs as 
part of adolescent change.”

school. 

Be a good role model

Remember how much your actions mat
ter; kids are watching. Teens often mention 
how adults themselves can be mean, bul
lying, gossipy, socially exclusive, belittling 
others’ flaws and reluctant to stand up to 
others’ mean behavior. Multiple teens ex
pressed frustration about being told by 
adults to “stand up,” in part because it is 
so risky, and in part because they don’t see 
adults doing that. Teachers especially were 
frequently brought up during interviews; 
teens have vivid memories of more than a 
few who were mean or demeaning, or who 
looked away while students mocked or 
picked on another student. 

thy, inclusiveness and standing up for those 
being picked on. How adults approach con
flict is also something kids take in.

Discuss important  
online issues

There is no substitute for frequent, caring, 

talk between parent and child about issues 
related to responsible online use. James 
Steyer’s book “Talking Back to Facebook: 

tailed information, organized by a child’s 
age, about what parents need to know, do 
and discuss with their kids related to tech
nology. Discussion topics most frequently 
mentioned by those interviewed by the 
Weekly include:

important, and how actions, on and offline, 
reflect them. Parents also need to demon
strate that they value a child’s character as 
much as their achievements. 

posting. Helping kids visualize the actual 
people on the other side of the screen who 
could be hurt by a hasty message or photo 
sent in anger.

and constructive ways to do that (for ex
ample, how to move an online conversation 
to a private meeting or phone call). 

sexual activities are private and inappropri

it’s hard to have intimacy without privacy, 
but a lot of teens are not taught that. Teens 
often think sex is something to brag about 
or a weapon for revenge. Social media 
heightens the effects of this misguided 
thinking. They need to hear differently 
from their parents.

around the use of social media and cyber
space (see sidebar,  Cyberbullying Legal 
Issues) and the importance of following 
them.

risks they see.

(even if you were a bystander): what hap
pened, how you felt, how you got through it, 
and what you might have done differently.

Embrace the positives  
of social media

This is the title of a chapter in Steyer’s 

Steyer describes the online educational op

expression, possibilities for positive social 
connectedness, and benefits for civil en
gagement and democracy. The company My 
Digital Tat2 also focuses on social media’s 
upside in its mission statement about “creat
ing an online community of kindness and 
respect.” It’s important to kids that parents 
see the good in social media, in addition to 
risks. Treating social media as the enemy, 
as some adults do, is not fair to kids, and 
it’s alienating. “Be curious, not furious,” 
Digital Tat2’s website advises.

Take control

Most experts counsel parents that they 
have both the right and responsibility to as
sert control over their kid’s use of social me
dia, especially at younger ages. Parents pay 
for the technology; they are the adults; and 

kids grow older and demonstrate their abil
ity to act both independently and responsi
bly online, controls can be relaxed. 

Former Paly Principal Phil Winston 
weighed in on this: “It is the parent’s re
sponsibility to have those conversations to 
educate their kids, to put those firm bound
aries on, and if that means turning off the 
data or the wireless at night, those are the 
things that (parents) should be doing.”

Possible family “media rules” abound in 
Steyer’s and others’ books and websites, 
listed below. The important thing is to think 
them through and then make some. Here 
are key areas to consider:

and whether it should be a “smart” phone:  
Steyer’s advice is to “delay, delay, delay” 
— ideally until high school.  If cell phones 
are needed before then, he and others rec
ommend a basic cell phone (without mobile 
computer, camera, gaming and download
ing device). Save the smartphones for older 
teens. 

per day for cell and computer use (“screen 
time”).

meals, before bedtime, etc. Some advise 
taking possession of cell phones at bedtime 
(much texting occurs after lights out).

perts vary on this, and a lot depends on 
the kid. Steyer advises no Facebook until 
at least age 15. He also says no exploring 
“YouTube” without a parent for kids under 
13. 

perts agree that computers be kept in 
common rooms for easy monitoring (no 
bedroom computers). When kids are old
er, there is debate about whether parents 
should require a child to share passwords 
with parents, so that parents can access the 
same online territory as their kids. Being 
“friends” on Facebook is not the same as 
having a password because kids can block 
what different Facebook “friends” see. 
However, teens also can work around pass

their parents don’t know about.
Instead of requiring passwords (and the 

potential for the “cat and mouse” dynamic), 
many educators and youth experts focus on 

trusting to that firm foundation to carry the 
day. 

out strict” philosophy, detailed in her book, 
“Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture 
of Bullying and Rediscovering the Power of 

getting passwords at first, not because you 
don’t trust your kids, or because you want to 
look at everything they do, but because you 
want to help them learn the rules of this new 
virtual world they’re entering and to think 
critically about what they do or encounter 
there. When they’re older, Bazelon suggests 
parents may want to move to a “trust but 
verify” or “probable cause” model where 
you assume everything is okay but check if 
you have reason to think otherwise. 

expectations are for your child’s online be
havior. Don’t assume they will figure this 
out on their own.

quences of their actions; mistakes are im
portant learning opportunities, even if they 

marks on school records. If there are rules, 
parents should enforce them or support oth
ers in enforcing them. “Some parents think 
they’re loving their kids by protecting their 
kids from the consequences (but that’s) a 
huge disservice to their child,” former Palo 

type of kid who thinks they can do what 
they want without consequences because 
they’re rich (or) because they have parents 
who are willing to step in for them regard
less of whether they’re right or wrong.”

If your child tells you  
about a cyber-incident

First, realize you are lucky in at least one 
respect: Most kids don’t report online prob
lems to adults. Next, avoid being reactive; 
prepare to listen. My Digital Tat2 founder 

“Listen first. Listen really carefully and 
ask questions and encourage them to really 
open up and talk, with openness and with

If a child sees fear, anxiety or anger in a 
parent’s face, the child will get scared and 

so quickly that they end up terrifying the 
kid, she said. But as the parent listens, the 
parent can evaluate: Is my child at risk of 
immediate physical or emotional harm? Do 
I have time to work with my child on this? 

that kids often tell her how important it was 
when they were believed. Tell your child: 
“That must be a very painful situation. ... I 
hear you. ... I’m behind you. ... We’re going 
to work this out.” Don’t ask: What did you 

they tell you as no big deal. If they are tell
ing you, it is a big deal.

ful site as a simple solution to the situation. 
“They’re still worrying that the stuff is 
going on even if they’re not watching it,” 
Pelavin said.

fully listened. Don’t threaten to call other 
parents (the kiss of death socially for a kid, 

perpetrator (also the kiss of death). When 

creating a plan for addressing the problem, 
encourage your kid to be involved or even 
take the lead (respecting their need for 
some control and to account for their feel
ings about what’s best for them given the 
social nuances involved). 

Stay involved

ents that middle school students’ exposure 
to online material is expanding exponen
tially. “Knowing this, it has never been 
more important to stay involved with your 
students’ interests and social connections.” 

books, websites and expert advice on this 

find ways to stay involved and connect
ed. Realize the importance of this. “The 

the best bulwark against giving and taking 
pain as a result of social cruelty that I have 
seen. The best prevention is parental con
nection,” Pickhardt wrote. 

Have faith in the kids

Steyer writes: “In the end, it is critical 
that we embrace the potential of the digital 
media revolution. The key challenge is to 
respect and encourage the innovation, cre
ativity, and expertise of young people, while 
providing adult guidance and participation. 
If we succeed, the possibilities of digital 
technology will outweigh the perils, and, 
as my younger brother Tom always says ... 
‘The kids are going to be all right. They can 
handle this.’” 

Parent resources
Books
“Talking Back to Facebook: Raising Kids 

Carl Pickhardt

“Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture 
of Bullying and Rediscovering the Power 

“The Big Disconnect: Protecting 
Childhood and Family Relationships in 

month)

“The Bully, the Bullied, and the 

School — How Parents and Teachers Can 

by Barbara Coloroso

Websites
Commonsensemedia.org

Connectedsafely.org

Cyberbullying.us

MyDigitalTat2.com

Pausd.org  
(under Library Guides)

 
(under “Resources”)

For parents
(continued from page 19)
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Terman Principal Katherine Baker 
told the Weekly last fall that cyber-
bullying incidents brought to the 
school’s attention “can take a long, 
long time to investigate” due to the 
number of kids involved.

Baker said cyberbullying usually 
starts with one person saying some-
thing nasty about someone else. 

“Then it gets spread around. 
Girls are starting to cry and come 
in, or they’re saying something 
nasty about someone else. A lot of 
times it’s not true. Sometimes they 
get into fights on the Internet, like 
on email, and call each other bad 
names. Sometimes there’s threat-
ening. Sometimes it’s girls going 
to other girls’ defenses. ... And at 
this age, it’s really serious to a child 
when they feel like they don’t have 
any friends left,” she said.

Gunn High School Principal 
Katya Villalobos and Assistant 
Principal Trinity Klein, interviewed 
together by the Weekly, referred to 
the “awful things” they have seen on 
Facebook as a result of kids within 
social groups “jockey(ing) for social 
power.” Without Facebook, they in-
dicated, life would be different and 
in some ways better. 

“I think social media has really 
changed the way students relate to 
one another,” Klein said.

Villalobos pegged “social media” 
as the “biggest tool that our kids 
have in terms of bullying.” A close 
second was the fact that teens don’t 
always think before they “spout just 
what they feel.”

Former Palo Alto Police School 
Resource Officer Dan Pojanamat 
said he sees social media issues as 
“huge.” He told the Weekly last fall 
that he was getting a call about bul-
lying about once a week during the 

school year, and about half involved 
cyberbullying. 

“I guarantee that there’s much 
more cyberbullying than there is 
bullying and that 99 percent of it is 
unreported,” he said.

Many of the incidents reported to 
Pojanamat involve girls threatening or 
engaging in physical fights that start 
with conflict that escalates online. 

“It’s just so prevalent. ... They just 
don’t think about what they are do-
ing, what they’re saying. ... People 
just advance their thoughts without 
filter,” he said.

Former Paly Principal Phil Win-
ston referenced online pages shown 
to him: “The language is foul, and 
vicious. ... Not one of these young 
folks would say anything like that 
in person. There’s such power in not 
being able to see the person you are 
hurting.”

“Don’t get me wrong, we hear 
plenty of cussing and foul language 
around campus, but it’s not the in-
tensity or the vulgarity that’s used 
in social media,” Winston said. 
The language used, and its spread 
through rumors, is like “water tor-
ture, drip, drip, drip, eating away at 
young people’s self-esteem.”

Experts studying social media see 
reason for concern. 

“We’re witnessing the rise of new 
forms of damaging, destructive in-
terpersonal behavior, like cyberbul-
lying, that are facilitated by digital 
platforms,” Steyer wrote. “It’s a lot 
easier to say or do something truly 
hurtful to someone else, without 
considering the consequences, when 
it requires only a few keystrokes on 
a computer or cell phone.”

A dults can try to educate kids 
with information about how 
to make healthy choices and 

the importance of being respect-
ful online, including setting limits 
around Internet use, but adults often 

have such limited knowledge about 
the territory, their wisdom only 
goes so far. 

“Many of the parents and teach-
ers I encountered while researching 
this book told me how helpless they 
feel dealing with Facebook and the 
onslaught of 24/7 digital reality it 
represents. They feel isolated in 
their concerns ... and overwhelmed 
and powerless to do anything about 
it,” Steyer wrote.

“Parents have this thing: ‘Oh, it’s 
on Facebook. I don’t understand Fa-
cebook. I can’t engage because I don’t 
know what to do,’” Facebook engi-
neering director Arturo Bejar told 
the Weekly. Bejar is in charge of the 
company’s research and development 
of online tools to help users resolve 
conflicts. He believes parents do pos-
sess the wisdom necessary to guide 
their children in cyberspace, based on 
their own life experience about how 
to treat people, handle conflict and 
approach risks. (See sidebar: “Advice 
for parents in the digital age.”)

Many Palo Alto school adminis-
trators and teachers share parents’ 
fears, concerns and sense of being 
overwhelmed about social media’s 
challenges. They realize that hurtful 
exchanges occur between students 
online. They see how weekend on-
line activity can bleed onto campus 
and affect school relationships, 
classroom learning and climate. Yet 
they can’t regulate its off-campus 
use, and their ability to deal with its 
impacts is constrained by law, re-
sources and the paucity of reports 
they receive from students. 

“I wish there was a way for us to 
control the social media but there 
isn’t, so sometimes there’s stuff go-
ing on, and I’m sure there is, that 
we never ever find out about or hear 
about,” Winston told the Weekly.

“I fear there’s a whole world out 
there that I don’t see,” one Gunn 
teacher told the Weekly. 

The social ‘benefits’ 
of cyberbullying?

Common reasons teens give  
for acting mean online

R ecent studies, including one by University of California at 
Davis professor Robert Faris along with CNN, find that 
“social combat” among teens (including cyber-aggression) 

occurs in the school mainstream largely among friend groups as 
a means to achieve higher social status, feel better about them-
selves, and enforce norms of conformity. 

Psychologist Carl Pickhardt wrote in “Why Good Kids Act 
Cruel”: “As adolescents jockey for social position and ascendency, 
good kids are in danger of treating each other badly to feel better 
or keep from getting hurt. Unchecked, even good children can 
start believing that this mistreatment is okay.”

Experts confirm that a sort of vicious cycle occurs online — 
arising from the isolated “asocial” screen — that can lead to es-
calating aggressive tactics used and then mirrored by each side. In 
this way, the traditional roles of “aggressor” and “aggressed” are 
fluidly interchanged. Researchers also find that mean behavior is 
not limited to one arena or the other; social cruelty typically blurs 
and bleeds from in-person to online and back again. Also, as many 
have observed — from experts to teachers to teens interviewed for 
this story — the older the teen, the more technologically sophisti-
cated and clever in hiding identity or intention. Especially in this 
community, teens are wary of black marks on their school records, 
and they have developed underhanded ways to avoid detection or 
blame for mean acts. 

Palo Alto teens report varied reasons for engaging in bullying 
or other mean online behavior, most of which they confirm occurs 
within friend groups. Reasons given include: revenge (“he deserved 
what he got”), bad moods (“a bad day can make you mean”), trying 
to be entertaining or get a laugh, wanting attention, thinking that 
being mean is a “way of showing love,” being angry at someone 
and wanting to “call them out,” fear of confronting someone in-
person about a conflict, disputes with ex-boyfriends or girlfriends, 
“it’s easier to be mean than to be nice to somebody,” thinking it’s 
OK to make racist or sexist jokes among friends, trolling for “likes” 
to increase popularity, the thrill of taking risks, wanting others to 
understand the problems you have with a friend and take your side, 
jealousy, boredom, “bullying is just a force of nature,” wanting to 
“stir the nest,” preying on a student with a “glaring difference” in 
order to get a laugh or feel superior, and “not sure why.” 

Some teens believe these are mostly excuses for behavior kids 
know is wrong. 

“Kids know what is good and bad, and they know when they’re 
crossing a line. If they do cross the line, they know they’re doing 
it on purpose,” one Palo Alto teen said.

Students described how hard girls can be on other girls, espe-
cially online, attaching the label “slut” (known as “slut shaming”) 
if clothes are too revealing or if sexual activity is disapproved. 

“The girl is a slut, the guy is a stud,” one Paly senior observed.
The words “slut” or “whore” are used often online, and don’t 

offend many. 
“It’s just so commonplace,” one Paly student said. 
“You have to strike that perfect balance in terms of your sexual-

ity, or risk criticism,” one Paly senior said. “There’s a rigid image 
of what a girl our age is supposed to be. It’s a lot of pressure.” 

Youth today typically enter this online territory at increasingly 
young ages. By 12 or 13, most kids have a Facebook account, ac-
cording to Common Sense Media founder and Stanford University 
lecturer James Steyer, with or without parent permission. 

Palo Alto’s youngest teens are no exception; some learn fast how 
easy it is to sling nasty words around online. One Formspring ex-
change among middle school students provided to the Weekly fea-
tured numerous expletives along with “slut,” “bitch” and “retard.” 
A school dance was discussed using gross sexual images and pro-
vocative questions. Another Facebook chat referred to “fat midget” 
and “faggot” as well as sexually explicit words and images, with 
one line: “Go away b4 u get gang raped.” Several phrases like “lol” 
and “hahaha” indicated posters may have been kidding around. 

Ask.fm can be rougher for teens of all ages. A Weekly search 
revealed numerous accounts mentioning Palo Alto schools and 
students by name. Questions posed (anonymously) can range from 
the innocent, “What’s your favorite ice cream?” to serious, “How 
many times have you attempted suicide?” to sexual or mean, 
“How many guys have u hooked up with this summer?” or “Hot-
test girls at (school)” (answers to this sort of question, often using 
names, can be sexist, hurtful or obscene) or “I think (named girl) 
is soo ugly, fat and gross. Like why do u even say hi to her?” The 
person answering sometimes will let the questioner know they 
have gone too far (“Wow. That’s so mean. Just stop,” or “’Faggot’ 
is a very offensive word. ... Take a chill pill.”) 

— Terri Lobdell

Erica Pelavin, left, and Gloria Moskowitz-Sweet are co-founders of My Digital Tat2, a Palo Alto company 
dedicated to helping teachers, parents and students create a “community of kindness” both online and offline.

Teens online
(continued from page 20)
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School rules and laws 
related to online abuse

From school suspension to years  
in prison, authorities can crack down  

on offensive cyber-activity 

Y outh and their parents should know and discuss the basic legal 
rules of the road related to online use and abuse. Here are some 
key areas to consider, identified through Weekly interviews and 

the sources listed below.

School cell-phone rules
Palo Alto middle schools prohibit the use of cell phones and cell 

cameras during the school day. The phones must be turned off (not on 
vibrate or silent) and out of sight. They also may not be used at school 
dances. Inappropriate use may result in school discipline and/or police 
involvement, per school handbooks. To possess a cell phone on campus 
at Terman, a student and parent must sign a contract form, kept on file 
in the main office.

At Gunn High School, use of a cell phone or cell camera is not per-
mitted in the classroom without express consent from staff. Staff is 
authorized to confiscate the electronic device if a violation occurs and 
turn it in to the main office for collection at the end of the school day. 
Escalating disciplinary consequences and parent contact will result with 
repeated violations.

Palo Alto High School’s policies employ a more general standard. 
If an electronic communication device is judged to be “disruptive” or 
“interfering with learning,” it may be confiscated at the discretion of the 
teacher or other staff member.

Some parents and teachers interviewed by the Weekly argue there 
should be a “no cell use” policy at high schools as well as middle 
schools, to reduce the potential for disruption to learning and to promote 
the social and emotional benefits of a media-free zone.

School jurisdiction to discipline cyberbullying
A school’s authority to suspend or recommend expulsion of a student  

derives from the California Education Code. For some types of mis-
conduct, administrators are required to suspend (e.g., a physical fight 
on campus). In other situations administrators have discretion over the 
penalty. These instances can involve gray areas, leaving the administra-
tor’s decision to  suspend or recommend expulsion potentially open to 
legal challenge from the disciplined student.

If a cyber-incident occurs on school computers or otherwise at school, 
during lunch periods or while traveling to and from school or a school-
sponsored activity, then California Education Code section 48900(r) 
authorizes school officials to take disciplinary action if a student’s bul-
lying reaches a legal standard that is defined as “severe or pervasive 
physical or verbal act or conduct” (including by electronic means) that 
threatens or harms another student or interferes with school activities. 
“Electronic means” covers content on Facebook pages, email, instant 
messaging, text messaging, mobile phones, blogs, YouTube, Twitter, 
chat rooms, social networking, etc. To suspend, the administrator must 
find facts that support the “severe or pervasive” standard and also the 
requisite level of harm.

Recently enacted AB 1732 also allows schools to take disciplin-
ary action against students who create online profiles impersonating 
others or setting up “burn pages” containing material intended to 
harm others.

More difficult jurisdictional issues arise if a cyberbullying incident 
occurs off-campus during non-school hours, unconnected to school 
activity. The law states that schools have disciplinary authority over 
students in such cases if the incident causes “a substantial disrup-
tion” on campus (or is reasonably foreseen to cause a substantial 
disruption). 

According to Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost’s website, the Palo Alto 
school district’s law firm, examples of substantial disruption include: 
administrators missing school activities in order to respond to a del-
uge of phone calls and parent complaints (but it must be more than 
administrators being pulled away from ordinary tasks) or sustained 
conversations about the incidents by several groups of students such 
that lesson plans or classroom direction from a teacher is substantially 
undermined. 

In a key 2009 court case (J.C. v. Beverly Hills Unified School Dis-
trict), involving a profane and insulting video (made after school hours) 
about a student and then posted on YouTube, a California federal court 
held that the school did not have jurisdiction to suspend the student who 
made the video because the school had not presented enough specific 
facts to show “substantial disruption.” The court said “substantial dis-
ruption” goes beyond ordinary personality conflicts, hurt feelings or 
embarrassment that occurs among students. 

— Terri Lobdell 

A longer version of this article, along with a list of informative 
websites, is posted on www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

Mission-statement ideas are jotted on sheets of white paper during a brainstorming session at the office of 
My Digital Tat2.

A Palo Alto middle school 
teacher said that her students tell 
her bullying is “cyber-stuff most-
ly,” but she doesn’t see it in the 
classroom. 

When cyber-problems do arrive 
on the school doorstep, they can 
involve highly charged emotions, 
anonymous perpetrators, complex 
interactions, and tricky jurisdic-
tional issues about discipline. Sev-
eral administrators indicated that 
they’d much rather deal with an 
in-person school conflict than the 
more difficult task of unraveling 
and resolving a cyber-event. (See 
sidebar: “School rules and laws 
related to online abuse.”)

Administrators report that they 
generally try to resolve cyber-
incidents through student and 
parent conferences, mediation, 
counseling and other support, and 
may contact the Internet provider 
to request material be deleted. In 
more serious incidents, police may 
be called and discipline meted out, 
especially if a physical fight has 
occurred as part of the mix.

Palo Alto school administrators 
have contacted Facebook more 
than once to get the “Confessions” 
pages deleted, according to an 
April email from district official 
Ann Dunkin.

“Students post their confessions 
anonymously and others respond. 
... Some are innocuous, but other 
confessions can be very hurtful 
to others,” Dunkin wrote. Months 
later, these pages remain on Face-
book.

While schools have embraced 
their role in educating students 
around cybercitizenship, starting 
in second grade and continuing 
through high school, most school 
officials see parents as primarily 
responsible for their kids’ off-cam-
pus social media use. 

“Parents are really the ones with 
the power and control,” Winston 
said. 

Yet when a disturbing cyber-in-
cident comes to light, parents often 
turn to schools to take action.

“It’s very easy for one side to 
point the finger at the other, but it 

really is the community working 
together, and that means parents 
and educators and children — 
everybody together,” said Gloria 
Moskowitz-Sweet, co-founder 
of My Digital Tat2, a Palo Alto 
business that educates youth and 
adults about responsible cyberciti-
zenship.

D iana, like most teens, did not 
consider telling her parents 
about her cyberbullying ex-

perience and how it was impact-
ing her. She feared they would re-
act emotionally, would try to fix it 
and/or worry excessively. She saw 
their possible reactions as univer-
sally unhelpful. What Diana said 
she needed to hear was: “Talk to 
me; tell me what is going on. I’m 
here for you.” But she could not 
imagine that result.

In desperation, Diana consulted 
her school guidance counselor. 

“It turned out terrible,” Diana 
said. 

She told the counselor how sad 
she was, and the counselor’s re-
sponse was to hand Diana a “sui-
cide contract” — a promise not to 
kill herself.

“This was the most imperfect so-
lution,” Diana said. “I was expecting 
help with the pain I was feeling.” 

Instead she felt even more isolat-
ed. The counselor checked in with 
her later, but Diana fended her off, 
saying she was fine. The counselor 
called her sadness a phase. 

“It wasn’t a phase. It took me 

years to grow back my self-es-
teem,” Diana said.

Other teens do not talk to adults 
because they don’t want to hand 
them another reason to fear tech-
nology, or trigger limits on its use. 
They don’t want adults thinking 
of their world — with social me-
dia an integral part — as bad or 
wrong. Teens also worry that par-
ents will want to talk to other kids’ 
parents or to the school. In telling 
adults, youth put at risk their hard-
won social independence and con-
trol and also invite retaliation by 
their peers.

For many teens, it’s only the 
most egregious case that warrants 
adult intervention — incidents 
causing extreme distress, depres-
sion or suicidal thoughts. Teens set 
the bar high for labeling a cyber-
act “cyberbullying.” Adult con-
cepts about “cyberbullying” are 
“outdated,” according to teens. 

“I have a weird association with 
that word,” one teen said. 

This is one reason, they say, 
that Palo Alto student surveys 
show low rates of cyberbullying; 
teens are reluctant to apply adult 
definitions to their nuanced online 
world and shy away from the word 
“bullying.”

“We imagine bullies as the ‘big 
bad guys’ ganging up on someone 
in a corner, an image that doesn’t 
align with the reality of social 
media,” a February Verde edito-
rial stated.

The reaction teens expect from 
one another also keeps them from 
calling attention to hurtful behav-
ior. The social norm, teens agree, 
is to act unaffected or laugh it off. 
If you don’t, you’re not cool. Diana 
followed this playbook when she 
was cyberbullied. She continued 
to act happy in order to fit in. 

Regardless of outward demean-
or, many teens say they feel com-
pelled to check social media con-
stantly — and anxiously. In doing 
so, they allow what is said in front 
of huge audiences, or the number 
of “likes” they receive, to deter-

In telling  
adults, youth  

put at risk their  
hard-won social 

independence and 
control and also 
invite retaliation  

by peers.

(continued on page 24)
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Cover Story

Bringing lessons  
on social kindness 
into cyberspace

Window of opportunity to teach kids is 
in elementary, middle school

M any adults are puzzled by the mean comments and offen-
sive material most teens consider normal on social media, 
given that the behavior flies in the face of what youth are 

taught in school from an early age about kindness, respect and in-
clusiveness. Most kids act in ways that are caring and respectful in 
class and at home, adults report. 

These are good kids, they say. 
It may be a matter of different norms in different environments. 
“Teens know how to put their best foot forward in front of an adult, 

especially at school,” a Palo Alto High School senior said.
“I truly believe these students have a knowing about what is cor-

rect behavior, what is compassion, what is empathy. I just think they 
don’t quite understand how to connect this in all segments of their 
life, especially with their (online) language,” Palo Alto Recreation 
Department Teen Services Coordinator Jessica Lewis said. “It’s all 
about being conscious and intentional.”

How to bring about more conscious intention and alignment of 
values is unclear. Teens generally roll their eyes about bullying-
prevention and social-kindness programs. 

“We are hit over the head with anti-bullying programs” that are 
“preachy” and “irrelevant,” one teen said. Messages like “Be an 
upstander” and “Report hurtful behavior to a trusted adult” may 
make sense to adults, but that’s just not how it works online, many 
teens say. 

Several teens also pointed out that lessons promoting social kind-
ness do nothing to advance their goal of getting into a good college. 
Without that ultimate reward, many do not have the motivation, or 
bandwidth, to devote attention to such non-academic subjects. 

“Adults take it seriously; kids don’t,” one Paly sophomore said.
“Schools are overestimating their reach (with anti-bullying pro-

grams),” a recent Paly grad said. “They have more limited effect 
than wished for.”

This resistance to adult messaging is consistent with what experts 
observe about natural teen development. 

“The window of opportunity for adults to influence an early ado-
lescent’s social behavior usually closes by the end of middle school,” 
according to psychologist and author Carl Pickhardt. “It is in late 
elementary school and particularly middle school when parents and 
teachers have an opportunity to impact those norms of social treat-
ment.” 

The late elementary age is a prime target zone for the work of 
Palo Alto business My Digital Tat2, according to founders Gloria 
Moskowitz-Sweet and Erica Pelavin. Starting last year, with funding 
from the nonprofit Partners in Education, they have been educating 
Palo Alto fifth-graders and their parents about kindness and respect 
online. 

“We are thrilled to send a cohort of kids into sixth grade with a 
common language and some practice in standing up and spreading 
kindness,” Pelavin told the Weekly. 

Their goal is “to help students become safe, ethical, responsible, 
and kind producers and consumers of technology.” They believe that 
concepts like “frontloading kindness in a digital age” and “stand-
ing up to social cruelty online and off” can be grown and spread as 
positive messages that will empower youth.

My Digital Tat2’s program reinforces the Palo Alto school librar-
ians’ districtwide curriculum teaching cybercitizenship starting in 
second grade. It also sets the stage for ongoing cybercitizenship and 
anti-bullying lessons that take place throughout middle and high 
school. 

Pelavin and Moskowitz-Sweet are optimistic about a growing 
trend of “remarkable positive initiatives” among youth responding 
to online cruelty.

“We do see kids standing up on Instagram, Ask.fm and Facebook. 
They are stepping out and up when they see unkind threads, thus 
decreasing the power of the post or image. From our experience kids 
are slowing down and care very deeply about their online identity,” 
Pelavin said. 

A February editorial in Paly’s student magazine, Verde, entitled 
“Online Shaming Needs to Stop” aims to feed this trend by urging 
students to report a problem post on Facebook, or to directly con-
front the poster “even if the bullying incident does not involve you 
or your friends.”

Pelavin also references a growing number of national websites that 
emphasize kindness and empathy (including Do Something, Trevor 
Project, Everyone Matters and Start Empathy).  

— Terri Lobdell

mine their sense of self-worth. 
Not everyone sees this as a prob-

lem. A large number of teens say 
they are unbothered by mean or of-
fensive language online. Common 
refrains include: “We are used to 
it,” “We don’t know anything dif-
ferent,” “There’s nothing to be done 
to change it,” “They were just trying 
to be funny,” “It didn’t involve me 
or my friends,” and “Things online 
blow over very quickly.” 

Many teens say they find online 
conflicts, mean comments, sexual 
content and jokes at others’ expense 
to be “entertaining,” even as they 
also say they wouldn’t want to be 
the focus of such attention.

W hile students are protec-
tive about their online life, 
and find many positives in 

their experiences with it, youth ex-
perts studying today’s teens worry 
about the downsides of this regu-
lar exposure to mean or offensive 
words and images, including costs 
to real-life relationships.

In six years working with Palo 
Alto teens, city Recreation Depart-
ment Teen Services Coordinator Jes-
sica Lewis has noticed the impact of 
social media on teens’ relationships. 
She sees fewer traditional, “re-
ally close” friendships. She works 
to create opportunities for teens to 
practice face-to-face communica-
tion and conflict resolution as im-
portant skills for building healthy, 
rewarding relationships in the real 
world. Online tools cannot replace 
the power of in-person interactions, 
and too much online dependence 
affects important socialization pro-
cesses. Lewis helps teens to focus 
on building and appreciating the 
value of these in-person skills and 
relationships, as an important bal-
ance to what occurs online.

Diana has felt the impact of so-
cial media on her peer relationships, 
even today. 

“I feel like I’m always being 
watched and judged,” she said. 

Her solution is to maintain a wide 
circle of surface-level friends. It’s 
less risky if it’s less intimate, she 
said, although she admits it’s also 
more isolating. It helps that she has 
a best friend she trusts outside the 
school community. 

It’s not just the cyber-targets who 
are leery. The large bystander audi-
ences also absorb the blows at some 
level, according to experts. 

“Every act of social cruelty not 
only endangers the victim, but puts 
everyone on guard by undermining 
the social safety of all; each act is 
an example of what can happen to 
anyone who is not careful. This is 
why everyone is victimized,” psy-
chologist Carl Pickhardt wrote. 

Youth experts are especially con-
cerned about the “shy, sensitive” 
types who can be more adversely 
affected by witnessing cruel acts 
done to others.

According to Pew Research Cen-
ter, 88 percent of teens say they 
have witnessed people being mean 
and cruel to another person online. 
Common Sense Media’s 2012 re-
search shows that about four in 10 
teenaged social-media users say they 

often or sometimes encounter sex-
ist, homophobic or racist comments 
online. One in four report they “of-
ten” encounter one or more of these 
types of derogatory speech. 

Some educators and parents wish 
kids would avoid social media; more 
than one adult told the Weekly their 
advice to kids was “Stay off it!” In 
fact some kids do just that, depend-
ing on the school, family, kid’s tem-
perament and whether the child is 
plugged into a passion not based 
online, according to Harvard Medi-
cal School instructor, researcher and 
psychologist Catherine Steiner-Adair 
(author of “The Big Disconnect: Pro-
tecting Childhood and Family Rela-
tionships in the Digital Age”). Still 
the vast majority of teens enjoy the 
many positive benefits of social me-
dia but also fear that relaxing their 
online grip would lead to unaccept-
able cost to their social lives.

What teens encounter on social 
media, how they choose to act with-
in its parameters, and the impacts 
on them are still evolving questions 
for study, discussion and debate. 
Experts agree there is no “magic 
bullet” solution to the challenge of 
creating the healthiest possible on-
line environment for youth. 

“We just don’t know yet what the 
right way is,” Lewis said. 

Steyer and other experts believe 
the path starts with understanding 
the territory. 

“The bottom line is clear. We 
need to know what’s happening 
in our kids’ digital lives, talk with 
them about what they’re seeing and 
experiencing, and teach them to 
think critically about the images and 
messages they encounter. We need 
to limit their access to certain me-
dia and technology, starting when 
they’re very young. And we have to 
stay involved in how they process 
messages and images as they gain 

independence,” Steyer wrote. 
For Diana, it was her friends out-

side school circles who most helped 
in re-building her confidence. High 
school also offered a fresh start. 

“I tried to channel my energies 
and focus on what I could do and 
enjoy,” she said. 

She considers herself “lucky” to 
have regained her sense of well-
being. 

“People react differently when 
they are bullied. Some isolate and 
disappear. Others engage in more 
self-destructive behaviors like 
drugs, alcohol, cutting and eating 
disorders. Most remain extremely 
self-conscious and insecure.”

Diana now looks for ways to help 
others, especially new students. She 
also thinks younger teens need a safe 
venue for bullying support groups, 
to combat the feelings of isolation 
she so acutely experienced during 
her middle school years. Diana has 
since learned to stand up to mean 
behavior when she sees it, online or 
in person. It takes “awareness and 
courage,” she said, but she finds the 
strength when she remembers her 
own experience and her resolve to 
speak up against mistreatment. 

As Diana and other youth make 
clear, it’s not easy pioneering this 
land with its many new attractions 
and risks. It’s a lot of responsibility 
in the hands of young teens. 

Terri Lobdell is a freelance 
writer and is married to Palo Alto 
Weekly Publisher Bill Johnson. 
She can be emailed at terri. 
lobdell@gmail.com. 

James Steyer, Stanford University lecturer and founder of the nonprofit 
Common Sense Media, is the author of “Talking Back to Facebook:  
A Common Sense Guide to Raising Kids in the Digital Age.”

Teens online
(continued from page 23)

An article about PA Gossip Girl, a blog 
that local teens called one of the worst 
cyberbullying incidents they could re-
member, is posted on Palo Alto Online.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

C
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

‘It’s a great time for a new generation of 
directors to enter the film industry,” says 
Steve Brown of Woodside, a first-time 
filmmaker who this week is releasing his 

documentary on Burning Man, the week-long 
creative-expression gathering in the Black Rock 
Desert of Nevada. The movie has already been 
popular with Palo Alto audiences. Now it’s head-
ing for a wider release.

A combination of factors — like Hollywood’s 
dependence on blockbuster sequels, and the new 
outlets for films such as streaming video services 
— may make more room for Brown and other in-
dependent filmmakers.

He calls himself a “technology entrepreneur,” 
and notes he holds more than 160 U.S. patents and 
a bachelor’s degree in physics from Stanford. He 
founded the Palo Alto-based Health Hero Network, 
sold it and serves on several boards of technology companies. 
But even after spending a chunk of the last two years not draw-
ing a salary for co-directing, co-producing and now distributing 
“SPARK: A Burning Man Story,” he says what he really wants 
to do is make more movies. For him this project is his “beta.”

Curiosity, he says, drew him to attend his first Burning Man 
in 2006. He felt attracted to the “environment where people can 
truly be themselves” and “the transient way in which people 
collaborating and being artists, burned down their works, so 
each year they’re born ... it’s like a chance to start over.”

The event originated in 1986 when Larry Harvey gathered a 
small group to burn a wooden effigy of a man on Baker Beach 

in San Francisco. Over the years Burning Man grew into a 
week-long party around Labor Day where artists, musicians 
and other fellow so-called “Burners” set up a temporary com-
munity of trailers and tents in Nevada’s Black Rock Desert, 120 
miles north of Reno.

Numbering close to 60,000 these days, the participants bring 
in all the food, water and supplies they need. They are urged to 
follow basic tenets of self-expression and self-reliance, and to 
give and swap things.

Some people collaborate to create art, while others decorate 
vehicles. An effigy of a man and a temple and other structures 
are erected, and then burned. In the end the idea is to leave the 

desert without a trace of their being there.
This year Burning Man takes place Aug. 27 

through Sept. 3. Tickets went on sale in December 
for anywhere from $190 to $650 each and sold out. 
Brown is planning to go with a group of friends 
from Woodside and visit the people he filmed, but 
this time he is not bringing a camera.

The year 2011 was pivotal for Brown. As co-or-
ganizer of TEDx Black Rock City, he met the team 
behind Burning Man and remembers the founder us-
ing the words “permission engine” to describe it, and 
telling him, “It’s a community, and a place designed 
to allow people to be whoever they want to be.”

That theme hit home with Brown. He admits that 
back then, “I was on a career path where I couldn’t 
be who I wanted to be.”

He realized Burning Man was going through 
growing pains and recognized a story unfolding 

where “a small community of artists and dreamers experience 
a collision with the outside world. ... It’s kind of a universal 
story every nonprofit, every startup, every band goes through 
this when they confront the world,” he says.

So he decided to make a documentary about it. “My job was 
starting Spark Pictures, building a team, articulating the vision, 
raising the money (primarily from local investors), and gaining 
access to that story.”

He procured “hundreds of hours of archival footage” and 
received permission to film everything at the event in 2011 and 
2012 except for “illegal activities like taking drugs or porn.” 

“There are naked people out there,” Brown says, but most Burn-

Jason M
ongue

Two Burning Man attendees embrace in the film “SPARK: A Burning Man Story.” After playing to a sell-out Palo Alto crowd earlier this year, the movie is headed for a wider release this weekend.

Burn, 
Peninsula filmmaker rides the 

indie-movie wave with a new 

documentary on Burning Man

baby, burn
by Kate Daly
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ers wear costumes and clothing to pro-
tect themselves from harsh weather 
that ranges from thunder and dust 
storms to almost freezing tempera-
tures at night, and to days when the 
temperature can climb well over 100.

Through a Burning Man connec-

tion, he met the East Bay resident 
who became his co-director and 
co-producer, Jessie Deeter. She had 
already produced a documentary, 
“Who Killed the Electric Car?” 
They brought in Chris Weitz as one 
of five executive producers. He has 

worked on movies such as “Ameri-
can Pie,” “About a Boy” and “The 
Golden Compass,” so he lent some 
Hollywood expertise to the indepen-
dent filmmakers.

“SPARK” ended up focusing on 
the organization’s story, plus follow-
ing three participants: a woman who 
welded together a large heart sculp-
ture, a man who built and burned 
a multi-story installation entitled 
“Burn Wall Street,” and another 
man who organized a theme camp 
for 150 members. The film features 
music by Joachim Cooder, Austra-
lian singer Missy Higgins and the 
Bay Area’s Michael Franti.

The documentary runs 90 min-
utes and has been playing at several 
film festivals this year including 
SXSW, Ashland Independent and 
Seattle International.

Brown has been his own distributor, 
using companies such as Paladin to 
book theaters and Tugg to coordinate 
and sell tickets. He prefers the idea of 
“contingent booking,” where a theater 
is booked and if enough online sales 
are made in advance by a certain date, 
then the showing is a go.

Last May, a showing at the 
Aquarius Theatre in Palo Alto sold 
out at $14.50 per ticket. In part, the 
screening was a fundraiser to help 
put “Aurora,” a 2012 Burning Man 
interactive light sculpture, on display 
at the Palo Alto City Hall plaza. That 
installation is forthcoming.

Woodside resident Wendy Burger 
has gone to Burning Man eight or 
so times. She saw an earlier screen-
ing of “SPARK” and says it captures 

“the spirit” of the event and what she 
likes best about it: “the accidental 
artists, the garage tinkerers who are 
the most fascinating element.” She 
particularly liked last year’s El Pulpo 
Mecanico, a large flaming and wav-
ing octopus on wheels that was made 
out of trashcans and scrap metal by a 
man in Humboldt County.

Another Woodside resident and 
Burner, Jessica Lonegran, also saw 
the film and says she was impressed 
with the cinematography. As for the 
event, she likes “the impermanence” 
and the “bringing out of your alter 
ego for a while, bringing your freak-
on, and then going back to your desk 
or cube.”

The film had a different kind of 

value for another Woodsider. After 
watching it, Steve Patrick says he feels 
he’s seen enough of Burning Man to 
know, “Now, I don’t have to do that.”

Tonight, Aug. 16, the film is sched-
uled to make its debut in theaters in 
Los Angeles and New York. It will be 
rolled out in at least eight more cities 
after that, and is set to run at the Roxie 
in San Francisco starting Sept. 6.

On Aug. 17 the film will be avail-
able on video-on-demand; it will 
then be released as a DVD with 
some additional footage in October 
or November. 

Info: For more information about 
the film, and to watch its trailer, go to 
sparkpictures.com.

Arts & Entertainment

chabadhebrewschool

Last May, a Palo Alto showing of the film 
sold out the Aquarius Theatre, raising funds 

to put a Burning Man light sculpture on 
display at Palo Alto City Hall.

Kate D
aly

This is the first film for self-described “technology entrepreneur” Steve 
Brown, whose background includes founding the Palo Alto-based 
Health Hero Network, which he later sold.
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Eating Out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

I T A L I A N

Cucina Venti 
254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 
www.cucinaventi.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 

explore restaurant menus, 

get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 

ShopMenloPark 

and ShopMountainView

P E N I N S U L A

powered by

by Ruth Schechter

In many ways, the cuisine of Bur-
ma (also known as Myanmar) is 
a combination of the influence of 

its neighbors, Thailand, India and 
China. Many of the ingredients are 
the same but countered with dif-
ferent combinations of spices and 
sauces. At first glance, dishes can 
seem like familiar territory, made 
with the curry, chilies, noodles 
and coconut milk seemingly culled 
from any Asian menu. But there is 
definitely a difference.

Green Elephant Gourmet, located 
in Palo Alto’s Charleston Shopping 
Center, allows diners to sample 
some classic Burmese cuisine, as 
well as offering an extensive menu 
of easily recognized Chinese dishes. 
While Chinese food is in the ma-
jority, much of the appeal of Green 
Elephant is in the opportunity to try 
something new.

The decor of the 7-year-old res-
taurant reflects a multitude of in-
fluences as well, from strangely 
decorative objets de art to Welsh 
dinnerware and Chinese cloisonné. 
An effort has been made to bring 
the cream-and-cranberry decor a 
few steps up from shopping-center 
neutrality. The entryway is defined 
with spikes of bamboo and a dra-
matic arch resembling an elephant 
tusk. White tablecloths add a touch 
of formality.

Owners Christina Win and Mi-
chael Maumg are both 20-year 
veterans of the restaurant business 
and have integrated both tradition-
al and family recipes into the mix. 
Green Elephant Gourmet tones 
down the fiery complexity of both 
its Burmese and Chinese offer-
ings, most likely as a concession 
to Midpeninsula sensibilities. Even 
chopsticks are not provided unless 
specifically requested.

A perfect introduction to Bur-
mese cuisine is the tea-leaf salad 
($10.25). Fermented green tea 
leaves, called laphet, are hand 
mixed at the table with sesame 
seeds, peanuts, fried garlic, sun-
flower seeds and dried yellow beans 
into a base of lettuce and tomatoes. 
It’s a pretty dish when presented, 
with its little piles of different-
colored ingredients, and the mix is 
a wonderful blend of textures and 
flavors. The restaurant imports the 
laphet directly from Burma since 
this ingredient apparently is not 
readily available in the States.

A lunch special of poodi ($8.95) 
included a bowl of thick, well-
seasoned hot-and-sour soup and a 
sparse and skippable plate of tired 
iceberg lettuce with a sweet sesame-
based dressing. Poodi is a Burmese 
potato curry rife with onions, gar-
lic and chili, served with rice and 

two thin pancakes. Our waitress 
graciously explained the best tech-
nique for compiling the saucy dish 
into messy but satisfying roll-ups, 
with plenty left over for another 
meal at home.

A menu special of shrimp with 
eggplant ($12.95) was rendered Bur-
mese style with a piquant basil sauce. 
The ingredients were well prepared, 
the flavors unified into one of our 
most satisfying selections.

Less successful was the appetiz-
er of fried eggplant sticks ($7.95), 
which were so thick with batter 
that the eggplant was virtually un-
detectable. The two garlic and chili 
sauces that accompanied the dish 
provided the only splash of flavor 
— and color.

While Burmese selections take up 
one page of the menu, the rest is de-
voted to Chinese dishes, including 
egg rolls, sweet-and-sour shrimp, 
Mongolian beef and Kung Pao 
chicken. We feasted one evening on 
hot and spicy tofu ($8.95), braised 
silken tofu bathed in a delectable 
but benign chili-garlic sauce; and 
a mild chicken with green beans in 
black-bean sauce ($10.95). Dishes 
were generally very light-handed in 
terms of spiciness, despite the print-
ed pepper warnings on the menu, 
and most entrees benefited from an 
extra dab of chili sauce or peppers. 

Service was exceptional. Servers 
dressed in richly  colored sarongs 
embroidered in gold stopped by of-
ten to see how we were doing and 
took time to explain ingredients and 
preparations. They accommodated 
a request to use gluten-free soy 
sauce with a smile, and made sure 
water glasses were filled constantly 
and unobtrusively.  

Green Elephant Gourmet is a 
pleasant neighborhood stop and an 
opportunity to cross borders, with 
an introduction to Burmese food 
and a broad cross-section of more 
traditional Chinese staples. 

Border crossing
Green Elephant offers both familiar Chinese dishes  

and the chance to try Burmese flavors

The spirited decor at the Burmese-Chinese restaurant Green Elephant Gourmet in Palo Alto.
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Green Elephant Gourmet,  
3950 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto;  

650-494-7391; 
 greenelephantgourmet.com

 Hours: Daily 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; 
Sun.-Thu 4:30-9 p.m.;  
Fri.-Sat. 4:30-9:30 p.m.

Reservations

CCredit cards

Catering

Takeout

Outdoor  
seating

Party facilies 

Wheelchair 
access

Highchairs

Parking: 
Adjacent lot 

Alcohol:  
beer, wine

Noise level: 
low

Bathroom 
Cleaness:  
Excellent
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Movies
Jobs

1/2

(Century 16, Century 20, Palo Alto Square) “Jobs,” 
a biopic about Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, gets the 
look right in its production design and its casting, 
a point underlined by a film-capping photo album 
that compares the actors to their real-life counter-
parts. But even Jobs, a dedicated aesthete, knew looks 
weren’t everything.

Ashton Kutcher plays Jobs, and the resemblance is 
indeed striking. Joshua Michael Stern’s film, scripted 
by Matt Whitely, takes us from 1974 — when college 
dropout Jobs was still auditing classes at Reed Col-
lege — to 2001 and the introduction of the iPod. After 
the early scenes of Reed and of Jobs’ trip to India, the 
film settles into the tech-happy Bay Area: Stanford, 
where Jobs and partner Steve Wozniak (Josh Gad) 
unveiled a “personal computer” prototype; Los Altos, 
where the tiny, initial Apple crew began assembly in 
the Jobs family garage; and Cupertino, home to the 
eventual Apple campus.

Faced with almost three decades of complicated 
history, “Jobs” does a fair job of telling the story of 
Apple and conveying something of what made its co-
founder unique. The film establishes Jobs’ creativ-
ity, drive and business savvy as (after languishing at 
Atari) he gooses Wozniak into partnership, wills Ap-
ple into existence and enlists angel investors — most 
importantly, Mike Markkula (Dermot Mulroney).

Jobs espouses a risk-means-reward philosophy and 
pushes innovation by demanding his partners and 
employees to “think different” (though the script 
never uses that phrase) and achieve the seemingly 
impossible. Stern doesn’t shy from portraying Jobs’ 
bullying side and his moral failings, including his 
longtime refusal to acknowledge his daughter and 
his capricious, cutthroat boxing out of anyone who 
might pose a threat, financial or otherwise, to him or 
the future of Apple.

Sensing the potential dryness of a story dominat-
ed by tech innovation and boardroom drama, Stern 
milks the personal conflicts and emotional outbursts 
(every half hour, tears roll down someone’s cheek) 
for all they’re worth. But what’s more interesting here 
are the tech innovation and boardroom drama: Jobs’ 
shrewd negotiation and erratic but ultimately effec-
tive and inspiring management style. It’s really a story 
of pitches and pep talks, though John Debney’s score 
unnecessarily swells to convince us of the import of 
every Apple product launch.

What “Jobs” misses, despite the early passages of 
acid-tripping and guru-meeting, is a full exploration 
of Jobs’ not-uncomplicated spiritual and moral de-
velopment. The final act, set in 1996, does depict a 
somewhat mellowed Jobs, who has surprised even 
himself by becoming a family man. But Whitely and 
Stern end their story before Jobs experiences the mor-
tal humbling of cancer and, with it, an acceleration of 
self-reflection.

Like the film around it, Kutcher’s performance is 
a mixed bag. He’s consistently outacted by his scene 
partners (Mulroney, in particular, does a lot with a lit-
tle). And though Kutcher functions fine when called 
upon to be charismatic, and he’s mostly convincing 
in repose, he doesn’t have the control to finesse Jobs’ 
loping walk or convincingly portray his flashes of 
anger or intensity. That these moments are capable of 
raising laughter from audiences does immeasurable 
damage to the film.

Rated PG-13 for some drug content and brief 
strong language. Two hours, seven minutes.

— Peter Canavese 

The Spectacular Now
1/2

(Aquarius) We tend to romanticize “free spir-
its,” but there’s a pitfall to such abandon: a lack of 
commitment that retards growth in social or public 
spheres. Seizing the day, or what a new dramatic film 
somewhat ironically calls “The Spectacular Now,” is 
all well and good. It’s even great. But at the exclusion 
of the future, the now can also be fatalistically self-
destructive.

By exploring this conundrum, James Ponsoldt’s 
“The Spectacular Now” gives weight to teen ro-
mance, a genre that’s usually lighter (the films of John 
Hughes) or lightest (the superficially dark-toned sil-
liness of “Twilight” or the frat-ty farce of “American 
Pie”). Call it a mature film about immature people, 
tenderly performed by its young leads and skillfully 
adapted, by “(500) Days of Summer” screenwriters 
Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber, from Tim 
Tharp’s YA novel.

Miles Teller stars as Sutter Keely, a high-school 
party guy who gets knocked sideways when his fed-up 
girlfriend Cassidy dumps him and, seemingly, takes 
his “friends” with her. Soon thereafter, a hung-over 
Sutter wakes up on the lawn of Aimee Finicky (rising 
star Shailene Woodley), who takes pity on him and 
immediately falls under his hyper-verbal charms.

The virginal Aimee has thus far prioritized educa-
tion to the exclusion of dating, but Sutter likes her well 
enough and decides to change all that; she seems to 
think he’s out of her league, but in truth, he probably 
doesn’t deserve her. Though the script never comes 
right out and says so, Sutter’s actions betray that he 
doesn’t — at least at first — see a future with Aimee. 
It’s more or less obvious that he’s biding his time, toy-
ing with affections while holding out hope he’ll draw 
back Cassidy’s attentions in the process.

Sutter’s lack of academic engagement or plans for 
the future (he’s serious “about not being serious”) 
result from the hard lesson of his parents’ divorce 
and abandonment issues from his absent father (Kyle 
Chandler). Sutter’s mother (Jennifer Jason Leigh) 
tries to prevent him from looking up his father, but 
Sutter won’t be dissuaded, leading to an awkward 
road trip with Aimee riding shotgun.

The Keely men’s reunion, played out in a bar, ex-
plains a lot and proposes a disturbing possible future 
for Sutter if he continues, like his father, to “live in 
the now,” with alcohol his only constant companion. 
(Chandler tops the outstanding supporting cast, which 
also includes Bob Odenkirk of “Breaking Bad” and 
Andre Royo of “The Wire.”)

Sutter’s the kind of boy parents fear will corrupt 
their daughters (and not without reason). The good-
hearted Aimee doesn’t turn stupid, but she is sus-
ceptible to the excitement of first-blush love and so-
cial adventures. They fulfill for each other the usual 
needs of a high-school relationship (including a date 
for prom), but also more: They’re uniquely in need of 
what the other has to offer. Wisely, the filmmakers 
resist putting the relationship into a box of “healthy” 
or “unhealthy,” instead arriving at a somewhat am-
biguous note in the film’s final cut to black.

Rated R for alcohol use, language and some sexu-
ality — all involving teens. One hour, 35 minutes.

— Peter Canavese 

Lee Daniels’ The Butler
1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) Like so many Important 
Historical Movies, “Lee Daniels’ The Butler” conde-
scends, the better to pave the road to Oscars.

OPENINGS

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.BLUEJASMINEFILM.COM

Written and Directed by Woody Allen

The New York Times

CRITICS 
PICK

Alec Baldwin
Cate Blanchett
Louis C.K.
Bobby Cannavale
Andrew Dice Clay
Sally Hawkins
Peter Sarsgaard
Michael Stuhlbarg

Grade A
(Highest Rating)

“Powerful and Enthralling.”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

CENTURY CINEMAS 16
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View 

(800) FANDANGONOW PLAYING

Filmed in San Francisco

 “MOVIE MAGIC – THIS SUMMER’S SLEEPER HIT!”

“RIDICULOUSLY FUNNY.
  Marks the debut of a new

       and real talent, LAKE BELL.”

“ “

MOTION  PICTURE  ARTWORK  ©  2013  ROADSIDE  ATTRACTIONS  LLC.  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED.

www.inaworldmovie.com
facebook.com/inaworldmovie

SMART, GENEROUS AND
 ALTOGETHER WINNING.

- A. O. SCOTT,

-JAMES ROCCHI,

-JULIANN GAREY,

MOUNTAIN VIEW Century Cinema 16 (800) FANDANGO #910
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY, AUGUST 16

(continued on next page)
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2 Guns (R) 1/2 Century 16: 11:55 a.m. & 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:40 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:55 a.m. & 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:40 p.m.   

20 Feet From Stardom (PG-13)  
Aquarius Theatre: 3:45 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 8:30 p.m.   

The African Queen (1951) (Not Rated) 
Stanford Theatre: Sat-Sun 3:55, 7:30 p.m.    

Beat the Devil (1953) (Not Rated) 
Stanford Theatre: Sat-Sun 5:50, 9:25 p.m.   

Blue Jasmine (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:35 a.m. & 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 9:45 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m. & 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 9:45 p.m.   

Lee Daniels’ The Butler (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 11:20 a.m. & 12:50, 2:20, 
3:50, 5:20, 6:50, 8:25, 10 p.m.   Century 20: 11:20 a.m. & 12:50, 2:20, 3:50, 5:20, 
6:50, 8:25, 10 p.m. Sat 11:20 a.m. & 12:50, 2:20, 3:50, 5:20, 6:50, 8:25, 10 p.m.   

The Conjuring (R) Century 16: 9:05 p.m.   Century 20: 9:05 p.m.   

Despicable Me 2 (PG)  Century 16: 12:45, 5:40, 8:10 p.m. In 3D 3:15, 
10:35 p.m.   Century 20: 12:45, 5:40, 8:10 p.m. In 3D 3:15, 10:35 p.m.   

Elysium (R) 1/2 Century 16: 10:55 a.m. & noon & 1:30, 2:35, 
4:10, 5:15, 6:55, 8, 9:40, 10:45 p.m.   Century 20: 10:55 a.m. & noon & 1:30, 2:35, 
4:10, 5:15, 6:55, 8, 9:40, 10:45 p.m.   

Fruitvale Station (R)  Aquarius Theatre: 1:30, 6 p.m.   

Grown Ups 2 (PG-13) Century 16: 9:15 p.m.   Century 20: 9:15 p.m.   

Jobs (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: 1:05, 4:05, 7:10, 10:10 p.m.   Century 20: 1:05, 4:05, 7:10, 10:10 p.m.   
Palo Alto Square: 1, 2:30, 4, 5:30, 7, 8:30 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 10 p.m.   

Kick-Ass 2 (R)  Century 16: 11:10 a.m. & 1:45, 4:20, 6:55, 9:30 
p.m. In XD 12:20, 2:50, 5:25, 8, 10:35 p.m.   Century 20: 11:10 a.m. & 1:45, 4:20, 
6:55, 9:30 p.m. In XD 12:20, 2:50, 5:25, 8, 10:35 p.m.   

The Nun’s Story (1959) (Not Rated) Stanford Theatre: Fri 7:30 p.m.    

Pacific Rim (PG-13)  Century 16: 9:50 p.m.   Century 20: 9:50 p.m.    

Paranoia (PG-13) Century 16: 11:40 a.m. & 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:15 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:40 a.m. & 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:15 p.m.   

Percy Jackson 2: Sea of Monsters (PG) 1/2 Century 16: 1:40, 4:20, 
9:35 p.m. In 3D 11:50 a.m. & 2:30, 5:10, 7:55, 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 1:40, 4:20, 
9:35 p.m. In 3D 11:50 a.m. & 2:30, 5:10, 7:55, 10:30 p.m.   

Planes (PG) Century 16: 10:50 a.m. & 1:10, 3:30, 5:55, 8:20, 10:40 p.m. In 3D 
11:45 a.m. & 2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:30 p.m.   Century 20: 10:50 a.m. & 1:10, 3:30, 5:55, 
8:20, 10:40 p.m. In 3D 11:45 a.m. & 2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:30 p.m.   

The Smurfs 2 (PG) Century 16: 10:50 a.m. & 6:40 p.m. In 3D 1:20, 4 
p.m.   Century 20: 10:50 a.m., 6:40 p.m. In 3D 1:20, 4 p.m.   

The Spectacular Now (R) 1/2 
Aquarius Theatre: 2, 4:30, 7, 9:30 p.m.   

Turbo (PG)  Century 16: 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.    Century 20: 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.    

The Way Way Back (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 11:15 a.m. & 1:55, 4:35, 
7:15 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 1:55, 4:35, 7:!5 p.m. Sat 11:15 a.m. & 1:55, 4:35, 
7:!5 p.m.   Guild Theatre: 2:45, 5:15, 8 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 10:15 p.m.   

We’re the Millers (R) 1/2 Century 16: 11:30 a.m. & 1, 2:15, 3:35, 5, 6:20, 
7:40, 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:30 a.m. & 1, 2:15, 3:35, 5, 6:20, 7:40, 10:30 p.m.   

The Wolverine (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: 1:25, 4:30, 7:25, 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 1:25, 4:30, 7:25, 10:25 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it    Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View 

(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City 

(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 

about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

All showtimes are for Friday through Sunday only unless otherwise noted. 
For other times, as well as reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Friday and Saturday 8/16 - 8/17
Jobs – 1:00, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 

7:00, 8:30, 10:00

Sunday thru Thursday 8/18 - 8/22
Jobs – 1:00,  2:30,  4:00,  5:30,   

7:00,  8:30

Get a Free Pint Color Sample
The most important 
part of painting 
your home is 
choosing the 
colors. 

Let us help.

Our Palo Alto store has a designer to help with  
your color choices Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5pm.

Store hours 7am-5pm

360 California Ave
Palo Alto, CA
650-326-9285

197 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, CA
408-736-5529

PAW

We offer body massage, pain relief, 
foot massage, facials, waxing, 

jacuzzi and sauna

810 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto CA 94303
Open 7 days  Mon-Sun 10am - 10pm

Introductory offer
$19.99/1 hour 

foot massage

$55.00 /1 hour 
Swedish massage

Not valid with any other offer or discount. 
Other restrictions apply.

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

coverage of our 
community.

Memberships begin 
at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Actor-screenwriter Danny Strong 
skates along the surface of eight de-
cades of American history with his 
script “inspired by the true story” 
of Eugene Allen, a member of the 
White House serving staff for 34 
years. It’s easy to understand the 
real-life-Forrest-Gump-ian appeal: 
Oscar winner Forest Whitaker plays 
Cecil Gaines, who — as Allen did 
— serves the administrations of 
Eisenhower, Truman, Kennedy, 
Johnson, Carter, Ford, Nixon and 
Reagan.

You would think that would make 
for some really great stories, but the 
source material — Wil Haygood’s 
Washington Post article “A Butler 
Well Served by This Election” — is 
more poem than drama in describ-
ing an African-American man who 
served eight white presidents, was 
very good at his job and lived to see 
Obama elected.

The film grasps for greater sig-
nificance by “enhancing” Allen’s 
life. After a framing device, “The 
Butler” takes us to 1926 Macon, 
Ga., for Cecil’s “origin story.” The 
8-year-old cotton picker learns to 
shut up and serve following a trag-
edy that writes him a ticket from the 
fields to the house. Out on his own, 
Cecil gets further instruction from a 
hotel waiter (Clarence Williams III) 
before landing a gig in the White 
House pantry.

Once Cecil is installed as a but-
ler, the film broadens its focus to in-
clude his home life with wife Gloria 
(Oprah Winfrey) and sons Louis 
(David Oyelowo, convincingly play-
ing boy to man) and Charlie (Isaac 
White, then Elijah Kelley). Here, 
Strong invents domestic strife in the 
forms of alcoholism and infidelity 
for Gloria, and rebellion through 
political protest for Louis.

While Cecil plays witness to 
history (he’s told, “You hear noth-
ing, you see nothing — you only 
serve”), Louis makes history: at 
the Woolworths’ lunch counter, as 
a Freedom Rider, in Memphis with 
MLK, in Oakland with the Black 
Panthers and on the steps of the 
South African embassy, protest-
ing apartheid. In this way, the film 
barrels through a lesson in the civil 
rights movement by pitting Cecil’s 
quiet dignity against Louis’ aggres-
sive protest.

That comparison is a point of in-
terest, and it leads to a memorable 
scene in which an argument over 
the social significance of Sidney 
Poitier stands in for the tension be-
tween father and son, who cannot 
help but think of his father, a cog 
in the system, as being something 
of a shuffling, bowing Uncle Tom. 
But, despite admirable work from 
Whitaker and Winfrey, the film 
is nearly crushed by its own sym-
bolic weight and its contrivance of 
a central character arc from keep-
ing one’s head down to learning to 
stand up.

Oprah’s presence brings to mind 
her onetime theme song of choice, 
with its line “I’m every woman; it’s 
all in me.” Daniels wants his film to 
be every episode in African-Amer-
ican history, so Cecil hovers over 
Eisenhower as he contends with 

(continued from previous page)

Movies

Faubus, Reagan as he contends with 
apartheid, with almost everything in 
between (the film comically brushes 
off Ford and Carter) and pseudo-
slavery and Obama as bookends. 
That’s the gig, I guess, but we’re 
still left wishing for more truth and 
less legend.

Rated PG-13 for some violence 
and disturbing images, language, 
sexual material, thematic elements 
and smoking. Two hours, 12 min-
utes.

— Peter Canavese

Kick-Ass 2

(Century 16, Century 20) “Kick-
Ass,” a franchise concurrently play-
ing out in comic books and movies, 
has always walked a conceptual 
tightrope. As dreamed up by Mark 
Millar, “Kick-Ass” explores what 
might happen if real people, in the 
real world, donned masks and capes 
to fight crime, but in its style of ex-
ecution, “Kick-Ass” is gonzo, delib-
erately larger-than-life.

In the hands of Matthew Vaughn, 
who directed the 2010 film, this del-
icate balance bristled with creative 
energy and wicked black humor, but 

(continued on next page)

OPENINGS

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at PaloAltoOnline.com
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Serving Fine Chinese Cuisine
in Palo Alto since 1956

Ming’s Chinese Cuisine and Bar
1700 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 

tel 650.856.7700 / fax 650.855.9479 / www.mings.com

We have daily dim sum service from 11am-2pm. We also offer 
tasty vegetarian and vegan dishes. In our Bar we have happy 
hours from 3pm to 6pm / Mon-Fri. Book now for our private 
rooms and banquet facilities. And don’t forget about our 
take out and delivery. In addition to all this, we’re open 
365 Days / 11am-9:30pm and parking is never a problem.

A Great Place for Get-togethers
Happy Hour  Catering  Gift Certifi cates
Private Dining  Meeting  Banquet Rooms

[Chopsticks Always Optional]

“Voted Best Dim Sum in Silicon Valley”
– Metro’s best of Silicon Valley 2013

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Cucina Venti

Now accepting reservations

catering available

Cucina Venti Recipe

ingredients:

preparation: 

From our kitchen to yours.Buon appetito! 

Linguine alle Vongole con Broccoli

like a joke told twice in a row, the 
sequel has lost much of its prede-
cessor’s potency. Adapted from the 
“Kick-Ass 2” and “Hit Girl” comics 
of Millar and illustrator John Ro-
mita Jr., the film “Kick-Ass 2” isn’t 
quite sure what it wants to say about 
vigilante violence, but says it loud 
all the same.

Aaron Johnson and Chloë Grace 
Moretz return as Dave Lizewski and 
Mindy Macready, aka Kick-Ass and 
Hit Girl. Now classmates at New 
York City’s Millard Fillmore High, 
Dave’s a senior and Mindy a 15-
year-old freshman. Dave has taken 
a break from being a superhero, but 
he wants back in, and needs Hit Girl 
to train him into fighting shape. Hit 
Girl loves being a hero, and consid-
ers it a moral obligation in honor of 
her dearly departed father (Nico-
las Cage, greatly missed). But her 
guardian, police Sergeant Marcus 
Williams (Morris Chestnut) can’t 
abide Hit Girl, and guilts her into 
retirement.

So Dave teams up with “Justice 
Forever,” a superhero team led by 
born-again Christian crusader Colo-
nel Stars and Stripes (Jim Carrey), 
even as Chris D’Amico (Christopher 
Mintz-Plasse) reboots as a supervil-
lain with an unprintable name and 
an agenda of taking murderous re-
venge on the unwitting Dave. These 
situations provide plenty of op-
portunities for politically incorrect 

laughs and gleeful ultraviolence, 
but despite feints at social critique, 
“Kick-Ass 2” skews uncomfortably 
close to being the movie equivalent 
of that infamous video game “Grand 
Theft Auto.”

Even so, “Kick-Ass” has lost most 
of its transgressive charge along with 
its element of surprise and its heroes’ 
disturbingly unwavering conviction. 
A 15-year-old Hit Girl doesn’t carry 
the shock value she did at age 11, and 
while an initially amusing Carrey is 
meant to fill the void left by the nut-
ty Cage, Colonel Stars and Stripes 
never quite pays off as a character. 
It doesn’t help matters that the new 
screenwriter-director, Jeff Wadlow, 
lacks Vaughn’s directorial finesse, 
especially in the rhythms of the nar-
rative and the choppily edited fight 
sequences.

Give this to “Kick-Ass 2”: It’s 
never boring, with its go-for-broke 
humor and deep bench of color-
ful characters (including Donald 
Faison’s cheery vigilante Doctor 
Gravity; D’Amico’s “Alfred” Javier, 
nicely underplayed by John Le-
guizamo, and Dave’s friend Marty, 
again played by Clark Duke). The 
lunacy’s just not as inspired as it 
used to be.

Rated R for strong violence, per-
vasive language, crude and sexual 
content, and brief nudity. One hour, 
43 minutes.

— Peter Canavese 

(continued from previous page)
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“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.comREGISTER ONLINE: PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

SEPTEMBER 20

5K WALK, 5K & 10K RUN
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Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

IN THE RANKINGS  . . . Stanford is 
No. 2 in both the conference and the 
nation after a pair of coaches polls 
were released Tuesday. Four-time 
defending conference champion 
Stanford was picked to finish second 
in the Pac-12 behind UCLA, but also 
was No. 2 in the initial NSCAA/Con-
tinental Tire national rankings behind 
North Carolina and ahead of No. 5 
UCLA. In the Pac-12, the Cardinal 
received five first-place votes to seven 
for UCLA and was a narrow second 
to the Bruins in overall points, 117-115. 
Stanford returns six starters from last 
year’s 21-2-1 team that reached the 
NCAA College Cup before suffering a 
1-0 double-overtime loss to eventual 
champion North Carolina in a rainy 
semifinal in San Diego. It was the fifth 
consecutive College Cup appearance 
for the Cardinal, which will be seeking 
a sixth when the final four returns to 
Cary, N.C., in December. In confer-
ence play, Stanford has been perfect 
the past four seasons and compiled 
an 11-0 record last year. Stanford 
owns a 42-match Pac-12 winning 
streak, the third-longest conference 
winning streak in NCAA Division I 
history. ... The Stanford women’s vol-
leyball team opens the season ranked 
No. 3 nationally, according to the poll 
announced Monday by the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association. Stan-
ford has appeared in the top 10 of 
every preseason poll since its incep-
tion in 1996.

VOTING TIME . . .  Stanford grad Me-
lissa Seidemann is among the final-
ists for Sportswoman of the Year as 
part of the Women’s Sports Founda-
tion’s 34th Annual Salute to Women in 
Sports. The foundation will celebrate 
achievements of top female athletes 
and leaders in sport on Wednesday, 
Oct. 16 at Cipriani Wall Street in New 
York City. Seidemann, who helped 
the U.S. women’s national water polo 
team to the Olympic hold medal in 
London in 2012, was named the Cu-
tino award winner as the best college 
female water polo player in the spring.

GOLF INVITATION  . . .  The 10th an-
nual Tony Makjavich Memorial Golf 
Tournament will take place Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at the Shoreline Golf Links 
Golf Course with a shotgun start at 1 
p.m. Sign in and lunch at 11:30. Cost 
is $125.00 before Sept. 15. $150 after. 
The entry includes green fees, cart, 
prizes, range balls, lunch and Tri-tip 
dinner. Sponsorships are $125, which 
includes tee sign and entry in pro-
gram. Cost of the banquet ala carte is 
$35, which includes dinner and raffle. 
For entry information, contact the Palo 
Alto Oaks, in care of Steve Espinoza, 
1860 Wagner Ave., Mountain View CA 
94043 

THIS JUST IN  . . .  Setter James 
Shaw has been added to the 12-
player roster of the U.S. Men’s Junior 
National Team (MJNT) that will com-
pete at the FIVB Men’s U21 World 
Championship in Ankara and Izmir, 
Turkey beginning Thursday. 

Stanford grad Bradley Klahn won his first Challenger title in Aptos over the weekend.

Rick Eym
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Klahn’s pro career is on the rise
Winning his first Challenger tournament earns former Stanford All-American career high ranking heading into U.S. Open

By Rick Eymer

H e’s earned a spot in the U.S. 
Open a fourth consecutive 
year and has won six of nine 

matches he’s played on the big stage 
in New York. After winning his first 
Challenger last weekend, Stanford 
grad Bradley Klahn jumped to No. 
123 in the ATP Tour rankings.

Klahn, who won the NCAA sin-
gles title in 2010 as a sophomore, 
has taken a wild ride the past six 
weeks and it’s just the beginning.

Klahn has been a professional ten-
nis player for all of 14 months and, 

like a grad student, has continued 
his education at a higher level.

Recovering from a first set loss 
and saving one match point in the 
second set, Klahn clearly has his 
sights set on an advanced degree in 
tennis.

Klahn defeated Great Britain’s 
Daniel Evans, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4, in 
a wildly entertaining championship 
match of the $100,000 Comerica 
Bank Challenger at the Seascape 
Sports Club in Aptos.

“I was happy that match point and 
get the tiebreaker,” Klahn said. “I 

was trying to stay in the moment 
and stay composed. I had to trust 
my serve and forehand. I think there 
was a high level of tennis played by 
both of us.”

He’s taking the next two weeks to 
prepare for the U.S. Open, at which 
he received a wild card because of 
his play on the USTA Challenger 
circuit.

After playing five tournaments 
in six weeks, reaching the final in 
three of them, he needs the time to 
relax a little bit and refine some of 
his skills.

“It’s right around the corner,” 
Klahn said. “I really do need to 
work on a few things.”

His coach, Lee Merry, has him 
grounded. He took plenty of time 
discussing things with Klahn after 
Sunday’s title.

“I’m playing with a lot more con-
fidence and I have a clearer idea of 
what I’m trying to do on the court,” 
Klahn said after receiving his win-
ning share of $14,400. “Last year I 
was two months out of college and 

(continued on page 34)

Gaffney turns in batting 
helmet for football pads

Getting hit by a pitch not nearly as painful as getting hit by a linebacker

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Tyler Gaffney’s return to football gives the Cardinal a lot 
of running power.

Jim
 Shorin

By Rick Eymer

T yler Gaffney set a record for getting 
hit by a pitch during his first full sea-
son as a professional baseball player 

in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization. In 
38 games with State College of the New 
York-Penn League. He was hit 20 times.

Only once did it lead to a benches-clear-
ing altercation and Gaffney walked away 
from it, preferring the company of former 
Stanford teammate Jake Stewart, who was 
playing center field for the Connecticut Ti-
gers at the time.

“The first pitch, you could tell, he threw 
at me deliberately,” Gaffney said. “The next 

pitch he hit me in the shoulder. While ev-
erybody was going at it, I just smiled and 
went out to talk to Jake.”

Gaffney, who will likely see a lot of play-
ing time as a halfback with the Cardinal 
football team, said getting hit by a pitch is 
nothing.

“I’d rather get hit by a pitch than get hit 
by Shayne Skov,” he said.

Gaffney is all smiles as he goes through 
his first full football training camp in two 
years. He was productive as a baseball play-
er, hitting .297 with an on-base percentage 

(continued on next page)
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Former CCS tennis champ 
advances in Cincinnati

Andrew Ball, Nolan Paige compete for a spot at the U.S. Open

LOCAL ROUNDUP

By Rick Eymer

M enlo School product and for-
mer Central Coast Section 
singles champion Dmitry 

Tursunov reached the quarterfinals 
of the Western and Southern Open 
in Cincinnati with a 6-2, 6-4 upset 
over fourth-ranked David Ferrer of 
Spain on Thursday.

Ferrer, who reached the finals at 
the French Open and the quarter-
final at Wimbledon, came into the 
match ranked fourth in the world. 
He was seeded third in Cincinnati’s 
ATP Tour event.

Tursunov, ranked 44th, worked 
his way through the qualifying 
tournament just to reach the main 
draw and has now won six straight 
matches.

Tursunov also defeated Ferrer 
earlier in the year, at the Barcelona 
Open Banc Sabadell, a clay court 
tournament, in April in their only 
previous meeting. 

The 30-year-old Russian needed 
just over an hour to dispense with 
Ferrer in a dominating performance. 
Tursunov won 78 percent of his first 
serves, including six aces.

Argentina’s Juan Martin Del Por-
to, seeded seventh, beat Feliciano 
Lopez, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4, to advance tpo 
the quarterfinal, where he will meet 
Tursunov on Friday.

Tursunov defeated American 
James Blake, 6-4, 6-4, in the second 
round on Wednesday.

Three Stanford products were 

scheduled to play in doubles match-
es Thursday night. Bob Bryan and 
Mike Bryan, the world’s top-ranked 
doubles team, were scheduled 
to meet France’s Jeremy Chardy 
and Richard Gasquet while Scott 
Lipsky, with teammate Santiago 
Gonzalez advanced in the doubles 
tournament, beating sixth-seeded 
Robert Lindstedt (Sweden) and 
Daniel Nestor (Canada), 7-6, 6-4, 
on Wednesday.

In other news, Stanford sopho-
more Nolan Paige and Menlo School 
grad Andrew Ball each has a chance 
to qualify for a wild card at the U.S. 
Open.

They will participate at the U.S. 
Open National Playoffs, which is 
run concurrently with the New Ha-
ven Open on the campus of Yale 
University beginning Friday.

Ball, who will be attending Har-
vard in the fall, drew a first-round 
bye and will meet the winner of a 
match between Paige and Tony Lar-
son in the second round.

Ball qualified for the tournament 
by winning an event in Salinas. 
Paige made it to the playoffs with a 
tournament win at Yale.

“Nolan had a good fall but then he 
lost some close matches and maybe 
his confidence wavered a little bit,” 
Stanford coach John Whitlinger 
said. “This summer he has been 
working hard and I look for him to 

Menlo School grad Andrew Ball is in New Haven with a chance to 
qualify for the U.S. Open.

Menlo School grad Andrew Ball is in New Haven with a chance to 
qualify for the U.S. Open.
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of .483 (he also walked 20 times) 
and 11 stolen bases. He also missed 
playing football.

With the blessing of the Pirates 
organization and following a long 
talk with his parents, Gaffney went 
to see Cardinal coach David Shaw 
about the possibility of returning.

“I talked to my parents in Janu-
ary or February and we took out a 
whiteboard and wrote out all the 
pros and cons,” Gaffney said. “The 
essence of it is I could finish my de-
gree, come to play with what is may-
be the best team Stanford has ever 
had and being back in college life as 
opposed to being on my own.”

Gaffney was the No. 2 back be-
hind Stepfan Taylor two years ago, 
rushing for 455 yards and seven 
touchdowns on 74 carries. He also 
caught 12 passes for 79 yards and a 
touchdown.

It didn’t take Shaw very long to 
bring him back to the fold.

“He always knew that there was 
going to be an opportunity for him 
to come back,” Shaw said. “I person-
ally thought that he would probably 
take two years before he made that 
decision. He played well in baseball; 
he played really well. I think he 
missed football. He loves football. 
When itís all said and done, he’s go-
ing to play football for pay in the 
future.” 

In a perfect world, Gaffney says, 
he’d like to emulate Deion Sanders 
and play both sports professionally. 
He grew up in San Diego, where 
he’d naturally turn to football in the 
fall and baseball in the spring.

There are a lot of things he misses 
about not playing baseball this sum-
mer. One thing he won’t miss is the 
3 1/2 to 10 hour bus rides he’d make 
in the minors.

“Flying is a lot more luxurious 
than a 10-hour bus ride,” he said. “I 
still hope to establish myself with 
the Pirates if that’s what I eventu-
ally want to do. They were surprised 
when I told them but very support-
ive.”

Gaffney turned cheerleader for 
Stanford’s run to the Rose Bowl last 
year and does not regret missing out 
on the action.

“Watching the season unfold was 
fun,” he said. “Those were my guys 
out there. I think it’s a great experi-
ence to see that from the outside.”

Gaffney was on schedule to grad-
uate on time when he signed with 
the Pirates and will need two quar-
ters to complete his degree in sociol-
ogy and psychology.

On the practice field, after just 
a few days, his body is a reminder 
of how he should be feeling, a little 
sore and weary. It’s a feeling that 
helps unlock his competitive nature 
and keeps him focused on the daily 
tasks.

He doesn’t feel lost on the foot-
ball field either. He’s been studying 
the playbook and does not lack for 
confidence.

“I know what I am doing,” Gaff-
ney said. “I hot the playbook pretty 
hard and we’re out here pressing 
each other pretty hard to be the best 
we can be.”

He also has a good perspective on 
being a professional rather than an 
amateur. Baseball become more of a 
business, a struggle for survival.

“Out here, it’s family,” Gaffney 
said. “Everybody is equal here.” 

Gaffney
(continued from previous page)

T he Stanford football team’s 
35-5 record the last three 
years boils down to a num-

ber of factors, but none more im-
portant than this: The Cardinal 
has become synonymous with 
physical play, so much so that a 
number of college football ex-
perts are looking at Stanford as 
the one team capable of break-
ing the SEC’s stranglehold of 
BCS national champions.

“Obviously we recruit smart 
kids, tough kids, and we recruit 
size,” Cardinal coach David 
Shaw said. “We want big kids 
who are tough and athletic; it’s 
hard to make kids tough who 
aren’t tough (to begin with). In 
my opinion, you have to recruit 
tough kids.”

That’s why the Stanford coach-
es were eager to see what would 
unfold on Wednesday, when the 
players  put the pads on for the 
first time. 

“It was physical and it got a lit-
tle testy, which isn’t a bad thing,” 
Shaw said. “What you really 
want to see at this point is who’s 
physical, who’s playing with the 
proper pad level,” Stanford out-
side linebackers coach Lance 
Anderson said. “It’s great to get 
the pads on because it’s a little 
closer to our style of football.”

Two players who are already 
grading out really well for their 
physicality and toughness in-
clude James Vaughters and Blake 
Lueders, who are battling for the 
starting outside linebacker spot 
opposite Trent Murphy.

“I’ve seen two human beings 
who are extremely hard to block,” 
Shaw said, referring to Lueders 
and Vaughters. “They’re both 
very physical and play with the 
attitudes we want to play with. 
They know I personally don’t 
care who starts because they’re 
both going to play a lot.”

Shaw was impressed with the 
play of senior defensive tackle 
David Parry, who added 10 
pounds over the offseason to his 
6-foot-2, 303-pound frame.

“David Parry had a heck of a 
day,” Shaw said. “He’s so power-
ful and quick off the ball.”

Playing catch
Stanford has proven talent and 

depth at nearly every position, 
but there are question marks 
with the wide receiving corps. 
Outside of Ty Montgomery, who 
finished with 26 receptions for 
213 yards last season despite 
missing three games due to vari-
ous leg injuries, the Cardinal has 
no proven wideouts. 

Kelsey Young showed flashes 
of explosiveness and tremendous 
athleticism, but he finished with 
just eight catches a year ago. 

It’s still early, but Shaw said 
he’s seen plenty of play-making 

ability in Devon Cajuste and Mi-
chael Rector, who redshirted last 
season after tearing the PCL in 
his right knee. Shaw also likes 
what he sees from projected star-
ing tight end Luke Kaumatule, a 
6-7, 260-pound sophomore. Se-
nior Davis Dudchock and offen-
sive tackle Kyle Murphy -- who 
lined up at tight end in spurts last 
year -- along with a couple of tal-
ented freshmen will compete for 
playing time.

“Luke is doing great, Davis 
has his role and Kyle can come 
in and help us, which is phenom-
enal,” Shaw said. “The rest of the 
guys are trying to figure it out, 
and I think it’s one of those deals 
where we’re going to keep dump-
ing things on them and hopefully 
in a week we’ll see whose head is 
above water.”

Social Media
When it comes to Twitter, 

some coaches ban their players 
from using it altogether. Shaw 
isn’t one of them, but he’s had 
plenty of discussions with his 
players on what to put out in cy-
berspace.

“I try to give them guidelines 
that keep them out of trouble,” 
Shaw said. “And I’m not even 
talking about NCAA trouble or 
Stanford trouble or football trou-
ble -- I’m talking about it person-
ally. You want to put things out 
there of who you are and who 
you want to be.”

Prediction machine?
Paul Bessire, a leading author-

ity on mathematically modeling 
and analyzing all sports, began a 
website (predictionmachine.com) 
where he plays simulated sched-
ules 50,000 times to produce an 
accurate prediction model.

He has Pac-12 runner-up Stan-
ford losing, 33-31, in the Sugar 
Bowl to SEC Championship 
runner-up, Georgia. He also has 
Oregon winning the conference 
title and beating Nebraska in the 
Rose Bowl.

In the most likely BCS Cham-
pionship game, Alabama beats 
Ohio State to give the Crimson 
Tide a third consecutive National 
Championship and their fourth in 
the last five seasons, which is also 
the SEC’s eighth straight BCS ti-
tle (to close out the “BCS era”). 

Open House
Stanford fans can get up close 

and personal with the team on 
Aug. 24, when the Cardinal holds 
an open practice followed by the 
fan fest in Stanford Stadium. 
The event goes from 10 a.m to 
3 p.m., and some of the featured 
events include a stadium tour, a 
football skills competition, and, 
of course, a meet-and-greet auto-
graph session with the team. 

STANFORD FOOTBALL

By Emanuel Lee
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new to the pro tour. It’s made me 
aware of my improvement.”

He seems to enjoy doing it the 
hard way too. He played 3-set 
matches over the final three days 
of the tournament. In addition, he’s 
spent most of the summer in 3-set 
matches.

“I’ve had plenty of court time,” he 
said. “My fitness is a testimony to 
my work with the USTA, on court 
with my coaches and my strength 
work in the weight room.”

Stanford coach John Whitlinger 
and volunteer assistant J.J. Whit-
linger were on hand to watch the 
title match. Klahn certainly im-
pressed them with his play.

“You can see he never gives up,” 
John Whitlinger said. “It’s his con-
sistency. You look at his summer 
and he’s played in three finals. He’s 
played a lot of matches. When you 
start winning, it becomes a habit. 
Whether you’re playing a major or 
a challenger, it’s the same thing. It’s 
good to play a lot of tennis.”

Klahn, who won an ITF Futures 
tournament in March, has been el-
evating his game since turning pro. 
It showed when it came to the big 
points.

Klahn needed to save one match 
point, which he did with an ace, in 
the second set. He was down, 4-3, in 
the tie-breaker before winning three 
consecutive points.

The third set was hard-fought, 
with both players aggressively at-
tacking the net at times. Klahn 
recorded his first break point on 
match point.

Evans won 51 percent of the 
points but eight double faults hurt 
him. Klahn had one double fault to 
eight aces, including twice on a sec-
ond serve.

Klahn utilized his forehand to 
score big points. It’s a forehead that 
Whitlinger calls “world class.”

For Klahn, it’s his biggest weap-
on.

“I tried to use it as much as pos-
sible and to be aggressive with it,” 
Klahn said. “I was able to hit every 
spot on the court.”

Klahn clinched his wild card to 
the U.S. Open by beating Wayne 

Klahn
(continued from page 32)

Bradley Klahn, who earned a career high 123 ranking, will be playing in 
his fourth straight U.S. Open.

Rick Eym
er

Odesnik, the tournament’s No. 5 
seed, in the quarterfinal round.

“I was a little nervous in the third 
set against Wayne,” Klahn said. “I 
knew what was on the line and I 
tried not to think about it, but I did. 
It was about how well I handled it.”

Klahn takes 32-12 overall singles 
record to New York, where he will 
be making his fourth consecu-
tive appearance. He reached the 
Round of 64 last year, losing to 
then 14th-ranked Richard Gasquet 
of France.

In the meantime he’s making 
plans to visit Stanford a few times 
this fall to watch a few football 
games along with visiting former 
tennis teammates and coaches.

“I had a great four years there,” 
Klahn said. “It was a lot of fun, a lot 
of great memories. It’s always nice 
to come back here. I’m very invested 
in that. I feel like this is my second 
home and to win my first Challenger 
here was awesome.”

He’s part of a youth movement 
among American tennis players and 
practices with several of them. He 
sees a future for the group.

“I feel like there is a good group 
of Americans coming up and play-
ing well,” Klahn said. “A lot of 
young guys.”

One of his long-standing rivalries 
is with USC grad Steve Johnson, 
who won last year’s Challenger 
(Klahn lost in the quarterfinal) and 
was eliminated in the second round 
this year.

Johnson won NCAA singles titles 
in 2011 and 2012. Klahn and John-
son have known each other since 
they were teens.

“It’s funny, I’ve never played him 
as a pro,” Klahn said. “It seemed 
like I was playing him every other 
week in college. We’re still good 
friends and we trained together last 
year.”

Klahn isn’t looking any farther 
than the U.S. Open these days. 
There’s a future, for sure, and he 
knows not to dwell on such things. 
There’s plenty of time to prepare 
for the end of his first full year as a 
professional.

“I call tennis my full-time job 
now, though I don’t consider it a 
job,” Klahn said. “I enjoy what I do. 
It’s very demanding and it’s fun.”

It’s been over 10 years since he 
traveled out of state for the first time 
to play in a tournament (“It was in 
Arizona, not too far,” he said). 
These days he’s got the whole world 
to explore. 
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have a really good year.”

Baseball
Menlo College grad Jimmy Bosco 

and Palo Alto’s B.J. Boyd rejoined 
their respective teams in the New 
York-Penn League this weekend 
with a new title: all-star.

The two athletes were on different 
sides of the National League affili-
ates vs. the American League affili-
ates on Tuesday night at Dodd Me-
morial Stadium in Norwich, Conn.

Bosco may have had the better 
game but Boyd played for the win-
ning team.

Bosco, a member of the State Col-
lege Spikes, the Single-A affiliate of 
the St. Louis Cardinals, entered the 
game as a pinch hitter and singled 
and doubled in his two plate appear-
ances. He played right field. Bosco, 
named to the all-star team as a re-
serve, is hitting .282 on the year.

The American All-Star Team 
scored twice in the bottom of the 
ninth to earn the 4-3 victory. Boyd, 
with the Vermont Lake Monsters, 
an affiliate of the Oakland Athlet-
ics, was voted in as a starter for the 
AL. He went 0 for 2.

Boyd, hitting .320 on the season 
for the Lake Monsters, started in the 
No. 3 spot in the batting order and 
played left field.  

Men’s water polo 
Stanford junior Bret Bonanni 

scored six goals to help the United 
States junior national team beat It-
aly, 19-6, in the FINA junior world 
championships in Szombathely, 
Hungary on Thursday.

The Americans meet Italy in Fri-
day’s quarterfinal.

Stanford’s Alex Bowen and Adam 
Abdulhemid are also playing for the 
U.S.

Women’s golf 
Stanford freshman Casey Daniel-

son came from two holes down with 
four to play to half her singles match 
play round with England’s Georgia 
Hall to help Team beat Team Eu-
rope, 14 1/2 to 9 1/2 in PING Junior 
Solheim Cup action at the Inverness 
Hotel and Golf Club in Englewood, 
Colo. on Wednesday.

Danielson and Hall led off the sin-
gles competition, with Hall taking 
a quick 1 up lead on the first hole. 
Hall never trailed, though Danielson 
squared things on the 16th hole with 
a birdie to Hall’s bogey.

Hall and Danielson each hit par 
on the 17th hole and each birdied 
on the 18th hole as the U.S. won the 
Cup for the third year.

The teams were tied at 6-6 follow-
ing the first day of action Tuesday. 
Danielson and Hall were one of 
three halved matches and the U.S. 
won seven of the matches.

Local roundup
(continued from page 33)

Give blood for life!
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27950 Roble Alto Drive, Los Altos Hills 

Beds 5 | Baths 5.5 | Offices 2 | Garage 3 Car 
Home ~ 4,565 sq. ft. | Lot ~ 46,130 sq. ft. 
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