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EDUCATION

T he Palo Alto Board of Educa-
tion Tuesday approved Gunn 
High School’s plan for reforms 

to its guidance counseling program 
even though the principal said it 
could take as many as five years 
for full implementation. 

Board members said their ap-
proval was contingent on updates 
this November and next March to 
ensure the reforms were being mea-
sured and staying on track.

The approval came despite vehe-
ment opposition from several parent 
members of We Can Do Better Palo 
Alto, who argued that Gunn’s plan 
— which will require a change in 
the school’s daily bell schedule in 
2014-15 — fails to achieve “com-
parable services” to those offered in 
Palo Alto High School’s guidance-
counseling program.

They cited polls from two years 
ago as well as from this past year in-
dicating Gunn students and parents 
are less satisfied than Paly students 
and parents with existing counsel-
ing services.

“This is unacceptable,” We Can 
Do Better member Kathy Sharp 
said, urging board members to 
“send Gunn back to the drawing 
boards and have some measurable 
implementation next year.”

But board members said they were 
swayed by the level of commitment 
and progress in Gunn’s reforms so 
far, which include plans to open a 
new college and career center this 

S tanford University officials re-
ceived a fiery rebuke Wednes-
day night from the chair of 

Palo Alto’s Planning and Transpor-
tation Commission, who called the 
university “arrogant” for its resis-
tance to add a road to the Mayfield 
housing project that would keep 

traffic from the new development 
out of neighborhood streets.

The College Terrace Residents 
Association and Stanford have been 
locked in a dispute over how traf-
fic will be managed during the four 
years it will take to construct 180 
housing units along the upper part 

of California Avenue. Residents 
want no construction traffic to enter 
from or exit onto California Avenue, 
which borders their neighborhood.

Stanford — which signed a land-
use deal with the City of Palo Alto 
in 2005, known as the Mayfield 
Development Agreement — has of-
fered a compromise to route heavy 
trucks through the former Facebook 
site at 1450 Page Mill Road. The 
buildings there will be demolished. 
But that compromise would only be 

good for the first 12 months of the 
Mayfield project, Stanford represen-
tatives said. The university plans to 
develop the property thereafter.

While members of the residents 
association said their request was 
reasonable given the magnitude of 
construction that will affect their 
neighborhood, Stanford officials 
told the commission it would not 
make further compromises and that 
it was not obligated to do so.

The university also rejected the 

association’s proposal to make the 
Facebook access route a permanent 
road to Page Mill to decrease traffic 
from the new residents.

A traffic study and discussions 
regarding cut-through traffic into 
College Terrace had already been 
reviewed in 2005, Stanford Re-
search Park Director Tiffany Griego 
told commissioners.

Palo Alto has little leeway to 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

City says there’s little it can do in years-long dispute  
over traffic mitigation 

Sue Dremann

E veryone agrees that downtown 
Palo Alto is facing a parking 
crisis, but the city’s latest solu-

tion to the problem — a new five-
story garage built in partnership 
with a private developer — was 
blasted on Monday by some resi-
dents, downtown merchants and 
council members as an ill-advised 
and short-sighted giveaway of pub-
lic land.

The City Council debated but 
stopped just short of approving a 

partnership with prominent develop-
er Charles “Chop” Keenan to build 
a new garage on “Lot P,” a city-
owned parking lot on High Street, 
between University and Hamilton 
avenues. Though four members of 
the council initially supported mov-
ing ahead with the partnership, the 
council ultimately voted 7-2, with 
Mayor Greg Scharff and Council-
woman Liz Kniss dissenting, to de-
fer the decision until more analysis 
is conducted.

If approved, the new garage 
would allocate the top two stories to 
Keenan to support his new develop-
ment a half-block away at 135 Ham-
ilton Ave. The rest of the garage 
would be available to the public and 
to other downtown businesses, pos-
sibly through issuance of permits.

Mayor Greg Scharff, Vice Mayor 
Nancy Shepherd and councilwomen 
Gail Price and Liz Kniss initially 
proposed moving ahead with the 
deal and supported a staff recom-

mendation to draft an agreement that 
would effectively give Keenan own-
ership of the two top garage levels 
in perpetuity. But after a parade of 
technical motions and amendments, 
council members decided to tap the 
brakes and do further analysis.

Supporters of moving forward 
with the new garage characterized 
Keenan’s proposal as a good (albeit, 
not perfect) opportunity to address 

Palo Alto treads cautiously toward new downtown garage
Ambivalent City Council opts to further study proposal for a new garage on High Street

by Gennady Sheyner

Chick hotel
Two cliff swallow chicks peek out of their mud nest under an EcoCenter awning in the Palo Alto Baylands.

DOWNTOWN

Commissioner blasts Stanford over Mayfield traffic

(continued on page 12)

(continued on page 13)(continued on page 8)

School board 
backs Gunn 
counseling 

plan
Full rollout could take 

five years, like ‘trying to 
turn an aircraft carrier,’ 

principal says
by Chris Kenrick
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

PARTY CITY, USA ... If a food-truck 
gathering, a campout or a yoga 
session suddenly pops up in your 
neighborhood, don’t be alarmed. 
It’s just Palo Alto’s newest grant 
program at work. The City Coun-
cil approved last year a $25,000 
grant program for neighborhood 
looking to throw block parties and 
other community-building events. 
According to City Manager James 
Keene, who on Monday updated 
the council on the program, a num-
ber of events have already occurred 
thanks to the program, including a 
block party at Palo Verde, a neigh-
borhood camp in Duveneck/St. 
Francis, a food social at Johnson 
Park and a safety fair at Leland 
Manor. Other events are set to take 
place later this month, including 
“Yoga Day,” a block party on Emer-
son Street and a “summer social” 
spearheaded by the San Antonio 
Homeowners Association. “A lot of 
good will and community building 
is taking place at a very low cost,” 
Keene said.

HEROES ... On Nov. 5, 2012, Palo 
Alto’s fire officials received a call 
about an 11-year-old bicyclist who 
was lying on the roadway near the 
intersection of Sherman Avenue 
and Park Boulevard. He had been 
riding his bike to school when 
a vehicle struck him. When the 
fire crew got to the boy, he was 
unconscious, unresponsive and 
critically injured. A crew consisting 
of Fire Capt. Mark vonAppen and 
firefighters Jesse Aguilar, Daniel 
Fortino, Adam King, and Jesse 
Wooton arrived immediately to 
treat the boy and to prepare him for 
transportation to Stanford Hospital, 
a response operation that took 
them seven minutes. This week, as 
the crew received the “Heroism” 
award from the Peninsula Coun-
cil of Lion’s Club, Fire Chief Eric 
Nickel credited the firefighters’ fast, 
professional and compassionate 
assistance for saving the boy’s life 
and called their on-scene time “in-
credible.” “If it wasn’t for this crew 
being in the right place at the right 
time, we would’ve had a young 
juvenile fatality here in this commu-
nity,” Nickel said. The organization 
also handed out two “Community 
Service” awards to firefighters 
whose contributions to Palo Alto 
went beyond emergency response. 
Capt. Carter French was honored 
for raising $4,700 for Project Safety 

Net, the city’s effort to promote 
youth well-being, with a pancake 
breakfast that attracted more than 
800 guests. Firefighter Jon Mat-
sumoto, a former employee of the 
U.S. Postal Service, was honored 
for spearheading the “Letters from 
Santa” program, which provides 
families with letters, gifts and meals 
during the holiday season.

ELECTIONEERING ... Palo Alto 
officials are still a long way from de-
ciding whether to abolish the City 
Council’s term limits and reduce 
the number of council seats. But 
they are already taking some steps 
to keep their options open. Last 
week, Palo Alto came out against 
a proposed Senate bill that would 
limit votes on City Charter changes 
to the two-year election cycle. The 
bill by Sen. Alex Padilla aims to 
limit votes on charter change to 
regular statewide elections, when 
voter turnout is highest. If Senate 
Bill 311 becomes law, Palo Alto 
would not be able to hold a vote on 
extending the council’s term limits 
from two to three or reducing the 
number of seats from nine to seven 
until at least November 2014. Ac-
cording to a letter from Palo Alto 
Mayor Greg Scharff, the bill “risks 
creating unintended but negative 
consequences for us.” In cases 
where charters need to be changed 
to “avoid litigation, solve important 
issues or generate revenue, delays 
of up to two years could result 
in lawsuits or financial distress,” 
Scharff wrote. “The constitution 
gives charter cities authority over 
municipal affairs so that important 
local decisions remain in the hands 
of local voters.” The council’s de-
cision to explore longer terms is 
based on a belief that longer ten-
ures will boost members’ chances 
to advance to higher levels at influ-
ential regional boards dealing with 
issues such as transportation, wa-
ter quality and housing mandates. 
The proposal to extend term limits 
from two to three four-year terms 
was made in a memo last month 
by Vice Mayor Nancy Shepherd 
and councilwomen Liz Kniss and 
Gail Price. At its June 3 discus-
sion, the council directed the Office 
of the City Attorney to draft ballot 
language for two potential charter 
amendments, one that would allow 
members to run for a third term and 
another than would scrap term lim-
its entirely. 

Our hands are tied, but Stanford, 
your hands are not. 

—Eduardo Martinez, chairman of the Palo Alto 
planning commission, on the need for flexibility 
around Stanford’s planned Mayfield housing project. 
See story on page 3.
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Upfront

“ Nothing behind me, 
everything ahead of me, 
as is ever so on the road”

- Jack Kerouac, On the Road

171 University Ave., Palo Alto    650.328.7411
www.paloaltobicycles.com

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm

You’ve made your house a home.

So who says you have to leave it just because 
you’ve gotten older? Avenidas Village can 

help you stay in the home you love.

Attend a free open house on 
Thursday, June 27 at 2 pm.
RSVP to (650) 289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org Your life, your way, in your home
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Upfront

DOWNTOWN

EDUCATION

P alo Alto’s iconic Varsity 
Theatre building on Univer-
sity Avenue, most recently a 

home to Borders Books, will soon 
be transformed into an idea lab for 
Samsung.

The South Korea-based technol-
ogy giant is in the process of setting 
up Samsung Accelerator, a gather-
ing spot for Silicon Valley entrepre-
neurs that the company hopes will 
help it build the “Next Next Big 
Thing.” Charles “Chop” Keenan, 
who owns the prominent building at 
456 University Ave., confirmed that 
the company has already started its 
move to Palo Alto.

The building, which is located be-
tween Waverley and Cowper streets, 
was designed by Reid Brothers and 
constructed as a theater in 1927. 
It served that function until 1994, 
when Borders Books moved in. In 
September 2011, Borders went bank-
rupt and closed its shops, leaving the 
historic building vacant. Since then, 
the site’s future has been a topic of 
widespread speculation, with some 
in the community calling for the 
building to revert to theater use.

Samsung effectively put an end to 
the speculation by placing a sign in 
front of the theater announcing its 

entrance into downtown Palo Alto, a 
short walk from the AT&T Foundry 
on Homer Avenue and a block from 
the glassy retail store of its top cor-
porate rival, Apple. 

The idea behind the new building 
is to harness the innovative talent of 
Stanford University and downtown 
Palo Alto, according to the com-
pany.

“We are the SAMSUNG Accel-
erator — we help entrepreneurs take 
their software and services from in-
spiration to impact,” the company 
announced in its sign. “We will 
bring together the people, power and 
resources to leverage the world’s 
largest device ecosystem and launch 
product on a massive scale.”

In addition to Samsung’s idea lab, 
the two-story Varsity Theatre build-
ing will feature a restaurant and a 
banquet hall on the bottom floor, a 
function that will also take advan-
tage of the spacious courtyard in 
front of the building. The historic 
building will undergo major reno-
vations, including installation of a 
glass storefront at the entrance to the 
courtyard and a retractable canopy 
over the courtyard’s dining area.

Even before Samsung decided 
to open its Palo Alto “accelerator,” 

Keenan had intended to revert the 
building to office use. In October 
2011, he presented the city with a 
concept for maintaining retail on 
the ground floor and converting the 
rest to office use.

Last week, the project underwent 
hearings in front of the city’s His-
toric Resources and Architectural 
Review boards, with each body 
approving the planned renovations 

to the building. In accordance with 
state and local law, these renova-
tions would leave the historical ele-
ments of the building intact.

Members of the architecture 
board expressed some concerns, 
with Naseem Alizadeh criticizing 
a plan to install a fake tree in the 
courtyard and Alex Lew voicing 
some skepticism about the proposed 
glass storefront that would be placed 

near the entrance to the courtyard. 
But they were on the whole satis-
fied, with board member Lee Lip-
pert praising the applicant for what 
he called a “wonderful approach” to 
preserving the theater.

“One of the things that’s so criti-
cal to this community is preserving 
the historic resources and being able 

I n a strongly worded defense of 
the actions they took in response 
to bullying complaints at Duve-

neck Elementary School, Palo Alto 
school district administrators have 
told the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion’s Office for Civil Rights that 
allegations were “investigated fully 
and responded to in a timely and 
thorough manner.”

The district’s April 24 response to 
a “data request” from the Office for 
Civil Rights (OCR), obtained by the 
Weekly through a Public Records 
Act request, refutes claims by a Du-
veneck family that the district didn’t 
respond to their repeated appeals for 
action to stop the bullying of their 
disabled child since last October. It 
also declines to acknowledge that 
any bullying even took place.

Just a week earlier, on April 15, 
Duveneck Principal Chris Grier-
son sent an email to all Duveneck 
families, approved by Superinten-
dent Kevin Skelly, informing them 
of the complaint, urging them to 
“not be alarmed,” and stating that 
“As I see it, the OCR is addressing 
a national rally cry about bullying 
behavior.” (That comment brought 

a reprimand from the Office for 
Civil Rights on April 17.)

The seven-page letter, accompa-
nied by documents that were with-
held from the Weekly for privacy 
reasons, offers no apologies nor ad-
mits any mistakes. Signed by Holly 
Wade, the district’s director of spe-
cial education, and Brenda Carrillo, 
coordinator of student services, the 
letter said Grierson “worked with 
school personnel, district staff, stu-
dent and parent to address issues in 
a timely manner, complete robust 
investigations and provide ongoing 
supervision and support to the stu-
dent on a daily basis.”

The Office for Civil Rights 
launched an investigation into the 
Duveneck complaint on April 4, and 
attorneys were reportedly on campus 
conducting interviews prior to the end 
of the school year. The federal agency 
does not comment on pending inves-
tigations, and it is unknown when the 
investigation will be completed.

In order to protect their child’s pri-
vacy, the parents declined to provide 
the Weekly details of the child’s bul-
lying or their experiences with Duve-
neck or district administrators. 

The district’s response reveals 
that there was no “formal written 
documentation” prepared by the 
school about its investigation or 
findings in the case, as required by 
district policies. Without explaining 
why, it attributed this to the fact one 
bullying incident involving the child 
had been reported to the police and 
had not resulted in any report or ac-
tion by them.

But the letter references emails to 
the family and notes of the principal, 
as well as chronologies of steps tak-
en, contained in the withheld attach-
ments, to demonstrate the school han-
dled the complaints appropriately.

The response also said the school 
district uses the Uniform Complaint 
Procedure to address complaints of 
disability discrimination. The dis-
trict’s required log of all Uniform 
Complaint Procedure complaints, 
however, does not include the Du-
veneck case, nor any other discrimi-
nation complaints that have recently 
come to light. The log, obtained by 
the Weekly, lists only three com-
plaints of any kind in the last seven 
years, and just one, relating to PE 
requirements, since 2007. 

Samsung opens new chapter  
for old Borders building

Historic Varsity Theatre building on University Avenue  
to become a Samsung ‘accelerator’

by Gennady Sheyner

District refutes Duveneck Elementary 
bullying complaint

Principal handled allegations thoroughly and properly, district tells federal agency
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

The prominent Varsity Theatre building at 456 University Ave., most recently home to Borders Books, will 
have Samsung as its newest tenant. 
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MEDICINE

Blood transfusions drop  
at Stanford Hospital

Trend can be seen nationwide

S tanford University Med-
ical Center and other 
hospitals are substan-

tially reducing the number of 
transfusions they give to pa-
tients in the face of new tech-
nology, health risks caused by 
the procedure and its costs, 
according to an article pub-
lished by Stanford School of 
Medicine researchers in the 
May 25 issue of the medical 
journal “Lancet.”

Blood transfusions and col-
lections were increasing for 
more than 20 years. But the 
rising cost of blood, which can 
run from $500 to $1,000 for 
each transfused unit, coupled 
with the risks of transfusions, 
have caused many institu-
tions nationwide to scrutinize 
the necessity for the proce-
dure, according to a study 
co-authored by Dr. Lawrence 
Goodnough, a professor at the 
School of Medicine.

Use of red blood cells, a 
major component of blood, 
dropped 24 percent from 
30,443 units in 2009 to 23,118 
units in 2012 at Stanford 
Hospital. Transfusions of all 
blood products such as plas-
ma and platelets at the hos-
pital decreased from 60,204 
to 48,678 units in the same 
three-year period, according 
to the study.

The trend is taking place 
throughout the country, Good-
nough noted. Blood compo-
nents supplied by the Ameri-
can Red Cross, which collects 
about half of the county’s blood 
supply, dropped by 3 percent 
in 2009 and 2010, he said. 
The decline continued by an-
other 3 percent in 2011 and by 
5 percent in 2012, Red Cross 
officials reported at a meeting 
of the International Society of 
Blood Transfusion. 

—Sue Dremann

(continued on page 12)
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Upfront

CITY/SCHOOLS

E ven as Palo Alto officials ne-
gotiate a new lease for Cubber-
ley Community Center, they 

are setting aside until a later date 
broader questions over what types 
of uses the sprawling and eclectic 
complex should accommodate.

The future of the 35-acre center 
on the southern edge of the city be-
came a hot topic over the past two 
years, with the lease between the 
city and the school district heading 
for its final stretch. The city owns 8 
acres of the complex and leases the 
other 27 acres from the school dis-
trict under an agreement set to ex-
pire in December 2014. Last month, 
the City Council for the first time 
publicly declared its desire to renew 
the lease for Cubberley.

But the city is in no rush to start 
planning for Cubberley’s future. On 
Tuesday night, June 11, the coun-
cil’s Policy and Services Commit-
tee voted 3-1, with Karen Holman 
dissenting, to defer until a future 
date a decision on whether to pro-

ceed with a “community needs as-
sessment” for the site.

The needs assessment is one of 
17 recommendations issued by the 
Cubberley Community Advisory 
Committee, a group of citizens that 
in March submitted a detailed anal-
ysis of Cubberley issues. The group 
— which included neighborhood 
leaders, city commissioners, school 
volunteers, and other stakeholders 
— recommended that the city and 
the school district renew the Cub-
berley lease and that the center be-
come a facility used by both enti-
ties. The group also urged the city 
to develop within the first five years 
of the new lease a community needs 
assessment.

“Deciding which buildings to 
build or remodel as well as decid-
ing on renting and leasing priorities 
for a community center requires a 
very thorough community needs as-
sessment to identify what services 
and opportunities are needed by the 
community, where such services ex-

ist now, and what services are best 
offered at Cubberley to meet com-
munity needs,” the report states. 
“We need professional expertise to 
do this work well. Only by investing 
in such a systematic study with the 
school district as a willing partner 
can we be sure we are planning well 
for a facility that will serve Palo 
Alto for years to come.”

But this systematic study will 
have to wait a while. City Manager 
James Keene urged the council not 
to proceed with the assessment at 
this time. He noted that the effort 
would potentially extend well be-
yond the Cubberley site, and staff’s 
efforts are focused on lease nego-
tiations with the school district. He 
also said that proceeding with the 
master plan at this time would be 
premature because the city doesn’t 
yet know how the negotiations 
would be resolved. 

“I don’t see how the staff can sup-
port a concurrent needs assessment, 
particularly on a project that’s really 

not defined at all,” Keene said.
His argument won over three of 

the four members of the Policy and 
Services Committee. Councilwom-
an Gail Price proposed deferring the 
conversation.

“Staff is already doing several ac-
tivities that can provide background 
for this discussion and foundation 
for future work,” she said.

These activities include an update 
to the city’s Comprehensive Plan 
(its land-use bible) and a new parks 
master plan. The city is also about 
to launch a process for creating a 
community vision for 27 University 
Ave., a site next to the downtown 
Caltrain station.

Price also said that until the city 

and the school district come up 
with a new agreement, the council 
is “working without a context.”

Councilwoman Liz Kniss, who 
chairs the committee, concurred.

Even though the council antici-
pates a lease extension, she said, 
“No one has signed on the dotted 
line yet to say that’s going to hap-
pen.”

Councilman Larry Klein joined 
Kniss and Price in voting to defer 
the discussion. Holman, who dis-
sented, said she would like to see 
the planning work begin sooner and 
suggested that the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission can help get the 

EDUCATION

I ncreased reliance on local funds 
and diminished state and fed-
eral funding mark the Palo Alto 

school district’s proposed $170 mil-
lion operating budget for 2013-14.

The budget will be up for a vote 
by the Board of Education Tuesday, 
June 18.

Local sources provide by far the 
largest share of revenue — a total of 
85 percent — with 72 percent com-
ing from property tax; 7 percent 
from the $589-per-parcel-per-year 
parcel tax; 3 percent from the foun-
dation Palo Alto Partners in Edu-
cation and another 3 percent from 
other local sources such as the PTA, 
said district Chief Business Official 
Cathy Mak.

State and federal sources com-
prise just 9 percent of general-fund 
revenue, even with the additional 
$2.4 million generated for Palo 
Alto by California Proposition 30, 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s tax measure that 
passed last November.

On the expenditure side, staff 
salaries and benefits take up by far 
the largest share, at $143.7 million, 
or about 85 percent. 

This spring teachers and staff 
were awarded a 3 percent raise plus 
a onetime bonus of 1.5 percent ret-

roactive to the start of the 2012-13 
school year. That raise cost the dis-
trict $4.9 million, Mak said.

The district is currently in nego-
tiations with employee unions for 
the 2013-14 year.

Board of Education members 
Tuesday questioned Mak about 
Brown’s proposed “local control 
funding formula” aimed at direct-
ing resources to districts with high 
concentrations of poverty. They 
also asked about summer school 
revenues, which Mak said have 
been removed from the budget af-
ter the district announced it would 
refund summer school fees, which 
have been outlawed by recent leg-
islation.

In other business Tuesday, the 
board voted unanimously, with 
Barb Mitchell absent, to postpone 
a decision on the location of a new 
elementary school until May 2014. 

Kindergarten enrollment for this 
fall so far is “significantly below 
projections,” and officials said they 
are interested in “expanding discus-
sion (of a new school location) to in-
clude the district’s entire elementary 
program with the expectation that 
such a discussion might yield a more 
optimal solution.” 

School budget relies  
more on local funds,  

less on state and federal
Board to vote Tuesday on $170 million  

operating budget for 2013-14
by Chris Kenrick

Palo Alto in no rush to create 
Cubberley ‘master plan’

Council committee decides not to proceed with a needs assessment  
for community center just yet

by Gennady Sheyner

Children play outside in a field at Cubberley Community Center. The 
city is setting aside the decisions on what the center’s long-term uses 
should be until a later date. 
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(continued on page 11)

Above: Firefighters 
prepare to enter a 

house filled with 
fake smoke for a 

search-and-rescue 
training exercise 

on June 7. Right: A 
rescued dummy lies 
on the ground after 
firefighters rescued 

it from the house. 
The Palo Alto Fire 

Department has been 
using the house, 

which is scheduled 
for demolition, for 

various training 
exercises within the 

department.
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Upfront

ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH

O ne person is looking for a rock-
ing chair for a newborn baby.

Another, a tote bag to carry 
a pet guinea pig. One person offers 
up a nearly new yoga mat; another, 
a “large-ish cardboard box” that is 
“not sturdy enough for shipping but 
great for summer fun with kids.”

Welcome to Freecycle, a grass-
roots “cyber curbside” where people 
can drop off unused items and oth-
ers can pick them up — for free.

As an environmentally motivated, 
volunteer-based nonprofit, Freecycle 
sets itself apart from other similar 
websites, such as Craigslist, said the 
organization’s founder, Deron Beal.

“Some people view Freecycle as 
a cyber curbside, and other people 
view it as a Craigslist with a heart,” 
he said. “It’s the volunteers that keep 
that heart part. They throw out spam 
and make it as easy as possible to 
give items away in a local commu-
nity. That’s part of our mission — 
to make it easier to give something 
away than throw it away.”

Ten years ago, Beal was working 
for a recycling nonprofit in Tucson, 
Ariz. He said he had a warehouse full 
of non-recyclable stuff to give away 
and that his boss told him he needed 
to figure out a quick way to do it. 
He set up a Yahoo group, called it 
Freecycle and “off it went,” he said.

“I sent out that first email on May 
1, 2003, to 30 friends and a hand-
ful of nonprofits. In a year, we had 

100,000 members. It grew really 
fast,” Beal said.

Within a couple months, Beal 
traded the Yahoo group for Freecy-
cle.org and started taking on volun-
teer moderators to monitor groups in 
communities beyond Tucson, such 
as Palo Alto. Freecycle has evolved 
into a massive re-use network that 
prides itself on saving space in land-
fills, making it easier to turn one 
man’s trash into another’s treasure 
and creating community.

One Palo Alto freecycler said he 
prefers Freecycle to Craigslist because 
the moderators vet users and regulate 
posts, if necessary. This means a safer 
network and less spam.

“You get so much spam after you 
post something” on Craigslist, said 
Daniel Ross-Jones, associate pastor 
at the First Congregational Church 
of Palo Alto. “Whereas this, I didn’t 
receive anything.”

Ross-Jones recently purchased a 
new couch and didn’t want to deal 
with moving the old one, so he 
posted an “offer” on Freecycle. The 
next day, a fellow freecycler said he 
would take it off his hands.

“I’m certainly thinking of other 
ways I can freecycle,” Ross-Jones said, 
using what now seems to be a well-
established verb in Palo Alto. “There 
are things in our (church) building 
that we’re no longer using that might 
be useful to somebody else.”

One of those somebodies is Sadie 

Struss, a teacher at AchieveKids, a 
nonprofit school in Palo Alto that 
serves children ages 5 to 22 with 
emotional and/or developmental 
disabilities. Struss said she relies 
on Freecycle to get clothes and sup-
plies for her students.

On Wednesday, she posted a “want-
ed” note in the Palo Alto group titled 
“old pots/pans for mud pie kitchen.”

“I am trying to create a mudpie 
kitchen in my student’s back yard,” 
her post reads. “I would love any old 
metal bowls, measuring cups, muf-
fin tins etc. I really appreciate it!” 
She said another user replied and 
promised to drop off metal muffin 
tins the same day.

Struss has used Freecycle to pick 
up clothes, rain boots, a bookshelf, 
books, craft supplies, scooters, bike 
helmets, balls, a soccer goal and vol-
leyball net. Clothes, books or toys that 
a 6-year-old has outgrown and has no 
use for can easily be put in constant 
use at AchieveKids, she said. The 
same goes for discarded household 
items that Struss can reimagine a 
purpose for in her classroom.

“Because we’re a nonprofit, there’s 
not a lot of funding for things,” Struss 
said. “I’ve really relied on Freecycle a 
lot to stretch the budget that we do have 
to give these kids what they need.”

Struss said that many of her stu-
dents exhibit extreme behavior and 
come from difficult backgrounds, 
dealing with issues such as home-

lessness and hunger. She said that 
providing basic things for them, 
such as rain boots or a crafts project, 
makes a difference.

“I go crazy when I see rain boots for 
cheap at Goodwill. You want them to 
be able to play in the rain. You want 
them to be able to be kids.”

Freecycle founder Beal has a go-to 
analogy to explain just how much gets 
recycled through the network: The 
amount of items posted on Freecycle 
in the past year is more than 14 times 
the height of Mount Everest, Earth’s 
tallest mountain. He said that is ap-
proximately the equivalent of one less 
landfill on the planet.

Freecycle hosts groups in more 
than 110 countries. There are sepa-
rate groups — which all require 
membership approval by the group 
moderator — for Palo Alto, Moun-
tain View and Menlo Park.

One Palo Alto group moderator, 
Pauline Morrison, has volunteered 

for five years and has lived in Palo 
Alto since she was 10 years old. She 
said she checks the website about 
three times a day for 15 to 20 min-
utes to take out addresses or phone 
numbers and edit posts if needed. She 
described the website as “awesome,” 
“beneficial” and said she has no plans 
to stop volunteering any time soon.

Morrison added that she doesn’t 
freecycle much herself anymore, but 
that “you never know” what kind of 
offer might call your name.

Similarly, Struss said she recently 
saw a post for old wine corks and 
wondered what someone could use 
them for. Then she saw a Pinterest 
post for a craft project that turns 
corks into stamps. 

“We end up doing a lot more than 
education here, and Freecycle can 
help with that.” Struss said. 

Editorial Assistant Elena Kad-
vany can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

T aking a page from the Sum-
mer Solstice yoga fest in New 
York’s Times Square, five lo-

cal yoga teachers will hold a free, 
public, outdoor yoga session Friday, 
June 21.

Palo Alto yoga teacher Manjiri 
Subhash, who “grew up around 
yoga” in India, urges yoga practi-
tioners of all levels to unroll their 
mats in Rinconada Park from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on the solstice for Palo 
Alto Yoga Day.

“We hope to make a tradition of 
it,” said Subhash, who drew 65 prac-
titioners when she tried it for the first 
time last year after being inspired 
by the Times Square event.

Participants spread their mats 
in and around the cement bowl at 
Rinconada Park, where the local 
event will be held again this year.

New York’s “Mind Over Mad-
ness” started small in 2003 and 
now attracts thousands to the 
space on Broadway between 43rd 

and 48th streets and has corporate 
sponsors.

Subhash has created a sequence 
of poses for the Palo Alto event that 
she said are suitable for beginners 
or adaptable for advanced practi-
tioners.

“It’s very inclusive, and the goal 
is not to intimidate anybody,” she 
said. “It’s more about creating 
awareness and just bringing the 
community together in this open-
air, healthy activity.”

Subhash, who teaches yoga at 
Xerox PARC and the HN Ayurveda 
Wellness Center in Mountain View, 
learned yoga as a child in Mumbai, 
India, where she went to classes 
with her mother and “yoga was ev-
erywhere in the culture.”

She studied economics and 
worked in educational technology 
but returned to yoga after mov-
ing to Palo Alto in 1987, when she 
wanted to expose her children to the 
practice.

“They dropped out in 18 months, 
but I loved it so much I stayed,” she 
said.

“I found it so fulfilling, I went 
ahead and got a credential. I used to 

work in educational technology, but 
now everything is yoga.”

Co-teaching with Subhash on 
the 21st will be yoga teachers Ben 
Dineen, Keith Erickson, Jenn 

Gaskin and Britta Jamila Hen-
kenjohann. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Out with the old and in with the ‘new’
Palo Altans use online network for re-use, exchange of their stuff 

by Elena Kadvany

Yoga teachers mark solstice 
with free session  
in Rinconada Park

Inspired by Times Square yoga, teacher hopes  
to create local tradition

by Chris Kenrick

From left, Dayshawn, Gaberile, Nathan and another student at AchieveKids 
in Palo Alto play with sand toys that the school procured through Freecycle.
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Manjiri Subhash, center, creator of Palo Alto Yoga day, does the tree pose along with fellow yoga instructors 
Jenn Gaskin, left, and Keith Erickson, right, at Rinconada Park.
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one of the biggest issues facing the 
city today, a shortage of downtown 
parking. Price, who proposed draft-
ing a memorandum of understand-
ing, said the project has “great mer-
it.” Under the plan, Keenan would 
pay $7 million for the new garage, 
while the city would contribute an-
other $1.5 million in construction 
funds and waived fees.

Scharff called the partnership 
with Keenan a valuable prong in 
the city’s multi-pronged approach to 
solving one of the city’s most per-
plexing dilemmas. If the garage is 
built, the number of parking spots 
on the site would increase from 61 
to 145, with 63 of the spots on the 
new garage allocated to Keenan 
during the daytime on weekdays.

“I think it’s these incremental 
processes, if we don’t take them, the 
process just gets worse and worse 
with parking,” he said. “I think it’s 
important that when you have the 
opportunity to build something like 

this, we build it.”
But others argued that there are 

still too many questions linger-
ing over the proposal, and it was 
their argument that carried the day. 
Councilman Karen Holman and 
Councilman Greg Schmid both 
voiced opposition to the proposal 
and said they were concerned about 
what Holman called “privatization 
of public land.”

“I think we all agree there’s a 
parking issue downtown,” Schmid 
said. “It seems to me the answer is 
not to give up, as the first step, pub-
lic control of public property. Effec-
tively, we’re giving up our property 
rights over decision-making of a 
valuable city property, forever or 
for 35 or 40 years.”

Holman also pointed to a recent 
analysis of five potential garage 

sites, which identified Lot P as a 
location in which a garage would 
have major impacts on neighboring 
sites, when compared to other pos-
sible areas.

Councilmen Larry Klein, Marc 
Berman and Pat Burt had their own 
concerns and supported further ex-
ploration of the partnership before 
any agreement is drafted. Each said 
he has major questions about the ga-
rage’s impacts on traffic circulation. 
They also requested more analysis 
of the financials, including a profes-
sional appraisal of the value of the 
city-owned land. Under the proposal 
that the council approved, the coun-
cil’s Finance Committee would use 
this analysis to determine whether 
the easement agreement should be 
“in perpetuity” or for a set term.

The proposed partnership also 
received a cool reception from the 
residents and merchants who spoke 
at the Monday meeting, including 
those who have been most adamant 
in calling for a parking solution. 
Sally-Ann Rudd, president of the 
Downtown North Residents Associ-
ation, urged the council on focusing 

on “macrosolutions” to the problem 
of moving people around rather than 
simply building more garages. 

“This is not the time to be propos-
ing a precedent-setting project that 
does not appear to fit into long-term 
plans,” Rudd said.

Elaine Meyer, president of the 
University South Neighborhood As-
sociation, said that if a new garage 
is needed, the council should ask its 
residents — not a private developer 
— for funding help.

“Is the city incapable of building 
what it needs without enriching a 
private developer?” Meyer asked. 
“If the citizens thought it was an 
honest deal, we’d support it. ... Put 
out a bond and we’ll support it.”

Rob Fisher, a restauranteur with 
three businesses in the area (Pen-
insula Creamery, Gravity and Re-
posado) also criticized the garage 
proposal, saying it would make it 
very difficult for the trucks serving 
downtown restaurants to enter and 
leave the site. 

Keenan’s four-story development, 

which has already been approved, 
would add about 60 cars to downtown 
without providing parking for them. 
The development, a 20,000-square-
foot building with offices on the bot-
tom stories and two residential units 
on the top floor, would include 24 
underground spaces. But Keenan 
also paid “in-lieu fees” for 40 park-
ing spaces and used a zoning exemp-
tion to reduce the parking require-
ment by another spots.

On Monday, Keenan told the 
council that his proposed partner-
ship is an example of his willingness 
to “walk the talk” when it comes 
to alleviating downtown’s parking 
woes. But he also urged the council 
not to dither on the plan.

“I want you to look at today as an 
end, not a beginning,” Keenan said. 
“If the terms of the (memorandum 
of understanding) are satisfactory, 
then we’d go forward. If they’re not, 
we’d just go build the project that 
we have, and I’d rather not do that. 
I don’t want to exasperate any park-
ing deficit.” 

Upfront

Garage
(continued from page 3)

Should the City of Palo Alto partner with 
a private developer to build a parking 
garage downtown? Share your opinion 
on Town Square, the community discus-
sion forum on PaloAltoOnline.com.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

The City Council stopped short of supporting a proposal by developer 
Charles “Chop” Keenan to build a new parking garage on “Lot P,” a 
city-owned lot on High Street, between University and Hamilton avenues.
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City Council (June 10)
567 Maybell Ave.: The council heard public testimony about the proposal to rezone 
a site at 567 Maybell Ave., which would enable construction of 60 units of low-
income senior housing at 15 single-family homes. The council voted to continue the 
item to June 13. Yes: Unanimous
Parking: The council directed staff to conduct more analysis pertaining to traffic 
circulation near the Lot P lot on High Street and to appraise the value of giving an 
easement to developer Chop Keenan for use of two stories in a  five-story garage 
proposed for the site. Yes: Berman, Burt, Holman, Klein, Price, Schmid, Shepherd 
No: Kniss, Scharff

Board of Education (June 11)
Guidance counseling: The board voted to approve plans for guidance counseling 
services at Gunn and Palo Alto high schools. Yes: Baten Caswell, Emberling, Tom, 
Townsend Absent: Mitchell
New school: The board voted to postpone its decision on the location of a 13th 
elementary school until May 2014. Yes: Baten Caswell, Emberling, Tom, Townsend 
Absent: Mitchell

Historic Resources Board (June 11)
Cubberley: The board approved a staff recommendation not to proceed with a com-
munity needs assessment for Cubberley Community Center at this time. Yes: Klein, 
Kniss, Price No: Holman

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(June 12)
Mayfield: The commission held a study session to review the 2005 Mayfield Devel-
opment Agreement between the city and Stanford University. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week
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Upfront REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

When you are selling your home, 
typically a home inspection is con-
ducted. Among the many items a 
home inspector will check for is the 
presence of mold in the home.  If mold 
is discovered, the buyer will likely ask 
for further inspection and remediation 
before the transaction closes. 

Mold can cause damage to the home 
itself, and also poses a health risk.  In-
door exposure to mold has been linked 
to upper respiratory tract symptoms in 
otherwise healthy people. People with 
mold allergies, immune-compromised 
people and people with chronic lung 
illnesses may have more severe reac-
tions when they are exposed to mold. 

Mold grows indoors and outdoors 
wherever there is a lot of moisture - in 
the air and on many surfaces.

Mold can enter your home through 
open doorways, windows, vents, and 
heating and air conditioning systems. 
Mold in the air outside can also attach 
itself to clothing, shoes, bags, and 
pets can and be carried indoors. Mold 

growth, which often looks like spots, 
can be many different colors, and can 
smell musty.

If you can see or smell mold, a 
health risk may be present. No mat-
ter what type of mold is present, you 
should remove it and work to prevent 
future growth. Mold growth can be 
removed from hard surfaces with 
commercial products, soap and water, 
or a bleach solution of no more than 1 
cup of bleach in 1 gallon of water. If 
the area to be cleaned is more than 10 
square feet, hire a mold remediation 
company.

You can control mold growth inside 
your home by controlling humidity 
levels, promptly fixing leaky roofs, 
windows, and pipes, ventilating show-
er, laundry, and ceooking areas, and 
thoroughly cleaning and drying after 
flooding.

Please check the Centers for Dis-
ease Control website for more com-
prehensive information.

If you have a real estate question or would like a free market analysis for your home,  
please call me at 650-384-5392, Alain Pinel Realtors, or email me at scullen@apr.com.   

For the latest real estate news, follow my blog at www.samiacullen.com 

Preventing Mold in Your Home 

New Chef... 
New Menu...

“Rich and soulful...the explosion of
flavors just went on and on and on...”

Michael Bauer, SF Chronicle, about Chef Holt’s 
famous Braised Chicken Arrabbiata dish

185 University Ave, Palo Alto 
Reservations: (650) 614-1177 

www.campo185.com

Now open for weekend BRUNCH!
Saturday & Sunday
10:30am - 2:30pm

Open for Lunch and Dinner, Wednesday - Sunday

185185

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

A hopeful crop of aspiring civic 
leaders celebrated a Palo Alto 
graduation last week.

Nineteen local residents — in-
cluding a priest, a policeman, a Re-
altor, a librarian, a student, a doctor 
and a property manager — marked 
the end of a 10-month immersion in 
all things Palo Alto, from education 
to health care to business to govern-
ment to art.

With an oft-cited shortage of vol-
unteers stepping up for city boards, 
commissions and other community-
service roles, the reinvigorated fel-
lowship program known as Leader-
ship Palo Alto aims to help fill the 
void.

Indeed, one of this year’s grads, 
Abbie Knopper, was appointed mid-
year to Palo Alto’s Parks and Recre-
ation Commission in March.

At the graduation last week, each 
fellow offered a two-minute pre-
sentation about his or her personal 
journey and “leadership path.” 
Santa Clara County Supervisor 
Joe Simitian, a Palo Alto resident 
who has served on the City Council 
and school board as well as in the 
California Assembly and Senate, 
listened from the back of the room 
after delivering his own talk to the 
graduates about how to learn from 
one’s failures.

Knopper, a former New York City 
television producer who moved to 
Palo Alto seven years ago, joined 
Leadership Palo Alto last fall after a 
stint as PTA president for Duveneck 
Elementary School.

When she heard in December 
about openings on several city 
boards and commissions, she ap-
plied and was chosen by the City 
Council for service on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. 

Leadership Palo Alto, Knopper 
said, gave her a “tremendous” set 
of connections as well as “experi-
ences that you’d normally, just as a 
common citizen, never have expo-
sure to,” such as a day at Stanford 
University and an insider’s view of 
the public-transit system.

The just-graduated cohort has 
gathered for a full day each month 
since October, meeting with lead-
ers in local government, Stanford, 
the environmental movement, 
public and private education, local 
retailers and entrepreneurs, health 
workers, artist, nonprofit lead-
ers and officials working on Palo 
Alto’s housing and transportation 
issues.

Program co-directors Paula San-
das and Lisa Van Dusen revived the 
long-dormant Leadership Palo Alto 
program last year under the spon-
sorship of the Palo Alto Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Prior to its new incarnation, the 
program operated from 1988 to 
2003, producing 429 alumni, in-
cluding Van Dusen. 

“We want our students to un-
derstand how their city operates,” 

said Sandas, who was CEO of the 
Chamber of Commerce from 2009 
to 2011.

Van Dusen, who has worked in 
a variety of community organiza-
tions including 19 years in sales 
and marketing roles at the Palo 
Alto Weekly, said the two hope 
to cultivate a “robust pipeline that 
supplies our elected and communi-
ty-wide leaders.”

Fellows in the first two cohorts 
include longtime local residents as 
well as recent immigrants to the 
United States, reflecting the global 
reach of many of Palo Alto’s new   
arrivals.

Nitesh Dullabh had just moved 
from South Africa to Palo Alto with 
his wife and two sons to take a fi-
nance job in the fall of 2011 when 
he read in the newspaper about the 
revival of Leadership Palo Alto and 
decided to apply.

“It was extremely rewarding be-
cause it not only taught me about 
development within Palo Alto 
in different sectors — from the 
medical to the business to the so-
cial in terms of the arts and music 
— it enhanced my knowledge of 
what it is I can do to contribute,” 
Dullabh said.

“I met a wide variety of people 
from a great spectrum.”

Dullabh, who served in Beijing 
with the South African foreign 
service before switching careers 

and moving to the U.S., now sits 
on the board of the Palo Alto Com-
munity Fund, an endowment that 
raises and disburses money to local 
nonprofits.

In his graduation presentation, 
Palo Alto Police Lt. Zach Perron 
— a Palo Alto native and Stan-
ford alum — said he’d learned that 
“leadership is not a position, it’s an 
activity, and something I need to 
continually work at and learn from 
others.”

Perron said his participation in 
the program had led to public-
private partnerships and friend-
ships, including plans to work 
with classmate Becky Sanders 
of the Midpeninsula Community 
Media Center on a video about 
an unsolved homicide case, and 
work with classmate and property 
manager Jon Goldman scouting for 
business partners who potentially 
could provide venues for police 
command centers in emergencies.

Other graduates last week in-
cluded Realtor Nicole Aron, 
banker Adam Baughman, student 
Jules Brouillet, arts administrator 
Elise DeMarzo, physician Archana 
Dubey, librarian Ruthann Garcia, 
the Rev. Frannie Hall Kieschnick, 
Simitian aide Hema Sareen Mohan, 
“healing-touch” practitioner Julie 
Morrison, Chamber of Commerce 
events and membership manager 
Elizabeth Peeke, hotel manager 
Jeffery Phillips, reporter Matt 
Podell, fundraiser Aarika Riddle, 
entrepreneur and environmentalist 
Peter Skinner and Stanford staff 
member Siejen Yin-Stevenson.

Applications for Leadership Palo 
Alto’s class of 2013-14 are due July 
8. The cost of the program is $2,500, 
with some financial support possi-
bly available. More information is 
posted at www.paloaltochamber.
com. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Fellowship in ‘all things Palo Alto’ aims  
to create pipeline of leaders

Recently revived Leadership Palo Alto graduates its second cohort of 19
by Chris Kenrick

Leadership Palo Alto graduate Hema Sareen Mohan, a staff member for 
Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian, stands with her boss at the 
graduation ceremony.
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‘Leadership is not 
a position, it’s an 
activity, and something 
I need to continually 
work at and learn 
from others.’ 

—Lt. Zach Perron,  
Palo Alto  

Police Department
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S aturday’s thick afternoon heat 
was momentarily forgotten 
when a procession of 63 gradu-

ates wearing crisp white dresses and 
holding deep-red roses made their 
way, before family and friends, to 
the front of Castilleja School’s 106th 
commencement on June 8.

“There are so many beautiful 
things happening right now,” read 
Jordan Fowler, senior class presi-
dent of the Palo Alto girls’ school, 
sharing the words of motivational 
speaker Steve Maraboli.

Fowler set the tone for a ceremo-
ny centered on the bonds formed in 
the Castilleja community and the 
strength and confidence the gradu-
ates have gained through those re-
lationships.

After the senior class sang “In My 
Life” by The Beatles, class valedic-
torian Angela Li spoke of this con-
fidence, telling a story in which she 
found herself at the top of a wooden 
pole, 40 feet off the ground, after 
she had climbed it at the encour-
agement from her friends during a 
sophomore retreat.

Upon jumping from the top of the 
pole, Li said that during her freefall, 
before the harness caught her, she 
felt “exhilaration” even though she 
was afraid of heights.

“I realized that it was true what 
people said. Life begins at the end of 
your comfort zone,” Li explained.

“Both within and outside the 
classroom, we’ve been empowered 
to stretch ourselves to simply try out 

what we may not be initially com-
fortable with,” she said.

Li spoke of the school’s challeng-
ing assignments that pushed her and 
her classmates’ boundaries. She said 
that throughout their years at Cas-
tilleja, Li and her peers implement-
ed changes at the school, initiating 
projects and starting new clubs.

“But we would not be where we 
are here without the support of the 
entire Castilleja community,” she 
said. “We had the help of our teach-
ers and mentors who not only shared 
their knowledge but nurtured our 
lifelong love for learning.”

Li added that she hoped that, upon 
graduation, her peers would contin-
ue to have “the strength and courage 
to take that flying leap.”

“I cannot wait to see where we all 
land,” Li said.

Guest speaker Mona Simpson, 
a UCLA English professor and 
author, said that during her high 
school graduation she felt average 
and “undistinguished.” 

“I knew I could have worked 
harder,” she said. “I wasn’t as good 
a student as I might have been, and 
I understood that, though I couldn’t 
have said then exactly why.”

Although Simpson said she had 
a difficult time remembering the 
details of her own graduation, she 
told graduates, in a speech pep-
pered with humor, “This is the 
second huge rite of passage in your 
life, and you don’t remember the 
first one.”

On a more somber note, Simpson 
told the graduates: “Graduating high 
school is a big deal (because it is) one 
of life’s plot points, and like most of 
those, it involves gains and losses.”

She cautioned graduates against 
focusing on their goals without tak-
ing their journey, and whether their 
needs are being met, into account.

“Don’t worry about winning priz-
es or coming in first. Find love and 
community,” she said.

“Most of all, to end by quoting 
Henry James, ‘Live, live, live,’” she 
declared, her words followed by 
thunderous applause.

In the final speech of the day, Head 

of School Nanci Kauffman related 
the lives of the Castilleja graduates 
to the subject of “Lean In,” a book 
written by Facebook’s chief operat-
ing officer, Sheryl Sandberg.

“Published in the year of your 
graduation, Lean In is destined to 
become a symbol of this moment in 
time when once again discussions 
about the role of women and the 
choices we make have taken center 
stage,” Kauffman said.

Kauffman spoke of Castilleja’s 
motto, “Women learning, women 
leading,” and said that the all of the 
graduates can be considered leaders.

She said that the graduates, who 
at one point or another shared their 
own perspectives, became leaders 
because they had to take a risk.

“I see our newest alums, young 
women who are poised to ‘lean in,’ 
even when they are criticized or 
misunderstood,” she said.

Kauffman added: “Today you 
become Castilleja women forever. 
Honor this privilege. ‘Lean in’ to 
discomfort and make this world a 
better place.”

This year, three of the “Castilleja 
women” — Grace Arnold, Simone 
Seiver and Amanda Stephens — 
shared the honor of the Castilleja 
Award, which is given, through a 
faculty vote, to students who exem-

plify what the school calls the “Five 
Cs: Conscience, Courtesy, Charac-
ter, Courage and Charity.”

Seiver, who is student body presi-
dent, advised her classmates in an 
earlier speech to “use humor as a 
compass.” 

“Humor illuminates what is hu-
man. It’s disarming. All the things 
in this world that can make you 
unfeeling — being too serious, too 
automatic, too pompous — humor is 
the antithesis to that,” she said.

After the ceremony, Seiver, who 
plans to attend Yale in the fall and 
hopes to study an interdisciplinary 
major that combines ethics, politics 
and economics, said she did use 
humor to guide her in her college 
choice because she enjoyed the wit 
of the students she met when she 
visited the university.

At the same time, Seiver spoke 
with a sense of gravity as she rec-
ognized the bittersweet transition 
from high school to college.

“I’m thrilled, I mean, I’m on the 
precipice of a really exciting time, 
and I think my classmates feel simi-
larly, that it’s a combination of sad-
ness and nostalgia but also a lot of joy 
and pleasure for what’s to come.” 

Editorial Intern Audra Sor-
man can be emailed at asorman@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Castilleja valedictorian Angela Li, left, and Jessica Matthys, right, exit 
their seats following commencement.

After commencement, Sara Dawes, center, hugs a friend and tries to 
hold back tears besides fellow Castilleja graduates Jessica Matthys, left, 
and Kaley Nelsen, right.
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Excitement, anticipation 
mark Castilleja graduation
Attendees celebrate Palo Alto school’s strong student 

leaders molded by a close-knit community
by Audra Sorman

Castilleja graduates look out at family members and friends during commencement on June 8. Front row from 
left: Sara Dawes, Sara Holston, Gabriela Castro-Moroder, Maya Ambady and Anna Haris.
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Upfront

East Palo Alto police call off crime emergency 
After three weeks without a shooting, the East Palo Alto Police Depart-

ment Monday, June 10, announced that it would end the crime emergency 
it began last month to counter a sudden spate of gun violence.

“The crime emergency has ended, but our sense of urgency and re-
solve in stemming violence in our community has not,” Chief Ron Davis 
stated.

Police initiated the crime emergency order May 21 after Jose Quino-
nez, 15, was killed in what police suspect was a gang-related shooting. 
The order aimed to double the number of officers in the field by allowing 
the department to cancel days off and make swift assignment changes.

The crackdown targeted the Norteno street gang, which police said was 
responsible for many of the shootings. As of May 29, police had made 
27 arrests in the crackdown, 10 of which the department said were of 
Norteno gang members.

The announcement stated that overall crime is down 15 percent in the 
city this year, but since January there have been five homicides and 50 
shootings. In 2012 there were 80 shootings and seven homicides, accord-
ing to police.

Davis said there had been one firearm-related incident during the 
three-week period without shootings, but the department suspects that it 
was self-inflicted. 

— Eric Van Susteren

City finds fault with Buena Vista application
The owner of Palo Alto’s only trailer park must go back to the drawing 

board in his quest to redevelop the site after the city determined that the 
application he submitted is incomplete.

In a letter to the Jisser family, owners of the Buena Vista Mobile Home 
Park off El Camino Real, city officials pointed to several flaws in the 
conversion application for the project, a hiccup that could delay the con-
version. 

The application is an early step in the conversion process. The project 
has galvanized the Barron Park neighborhood and the school community 
to rally on behalf of Buena Vista residents, who live in one of the few 
low-income sections of town. 

The Jisser family completed a report that estimated the cost of relo-
cating the residents last month. Once reviewed by the city, this report 
is scheduled to go to a hearing officer who will determine whether the 
mitigation measures are sufficient.

But in the June 6 letter, Senior City Attorney Grant Kolling indicated 
that the report isn’t ready for a hearing. The Jissers have failed, among 
other things, to gather questionnaires from all park residents, as required 
by law. 

The city also determined that the information in the application about 
the purchase price of mobile homes is incomplete because it includes 
no information about financing or outstanding loan payments for the 
mobile homes. 

— Gennady Sheyner

Huge crowd turns out for divisive Maybell proposal
Palo Alto’s most intense zoning battle in years was up for a City Coun-

cil vote Thursday, June 13, after the Weekly’s press deadline. But the 
council on Monday, June 10, had heard from a slew of opponents and 
proponents of the controversial senior-housing development proposed 
for 567 Maybell Ave.

Roughly 200 residents sported green “YES on Maybell” stickers and 
red “NO REZONING” buttons. The proposed development includes 
60 housing units for low-income seniors and 15 single-family homes at 
Maybell and Clemo avenues. 

Close to 100 residents, many from the Barron Park and Green Acres 
neighborhoods and sporting the red buttons of opposition were roughly 
matched by the sizable army of housing advocates, who wore green 
stickers.

Opponents stressed throughout the hearing that they support and high-
ly value senior housing, just not at the site and at the scale proposed by 
the Housing Corporation, a nonprofit that manages affordable-housing 
complexes throughout the city. A.J. Lumsdaine, who lives in the area, 
said the main concern that she and many of her neighbors have when it 
comes to the project is the increased density.

“Neighbors are not opposed to having a senior-housing complex there 
in that spot,” Lumsdaine said. “They are just opposed to the PC (planned 
community) zoning and massive scale, especially the market-rate homes 
on Maybell.” 

They also pointed to potential dangers with increased traffic on the 
road, which students use to commute to school. 

Proponents argued that the Maybell project is desperately needed in a 
city with a growing senior population and sky-high real estate values. 

To read about the council vote and deliberation, go to www.
PaloAltoOnline.com. 

— Gennady Sheyner

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS  
CHANNEL 26

*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS. THE  
AGENDA WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL  

DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING –  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

June 17, 2013  -  5:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION
1. Post Office
2. Mitchell Park
SPECIAL ORDERS
3.  Resolution Expressing Appreciation to  Curtis Williams Upon his 

Retirement
CONSENT
4.  Approval of Memorandum of Understanding for the Formalizing of the 

Santa Clara County Recycling and Waste Reduction Technical Advisory 
Committee

5.  Approval to Acquire a Tractor Drawn Aerial Ladder Truck for the Palo Alto 
Fire Department Through a Cooperative Purchase with the San Jose Fire 
Department  

6.  Approval and Authorization of the City Manager to Execute the 
Amendment to the Special Facilities Agreement with VMWare’s in the 
amount of $1,109,907 to Add Additional New Special Facilities  

7.  Approval of Office of Emergency Services Command, Control, 
Communications, Computers and Information (C4I) Critical Emergency 
Response Contract  

8.  Approval of a Contract with Spencon Construction in the Amount of 
$709,803 for the School Route Sidewalk Replacement Project  

9.  Award of Contract to EFACEC,ACS, Inc. for Electric SCADA System 
10.  Power Purchase Agreements for Project Output from Three Solar 

Photovoltaic Facilities 
11.  Approval of a Contract with Don Tucker & Son for Payment of $2.50 

or $3.00 Per Cubic Yard to the City of Palo Alto for the Supply and 
Stockpiling of Imported Soil for Future Use on the Palo Alto Municipal 
Golf Course Renovation Project and the San Francisquito Creek Joint 
Powers Authority’s Flood Reduction Project Approval of a Contract with 
Graham Contractors, Inc. In The Amount of $975,699  for the FY 2014 
Street Preventive Maintenance Program, the 1st of 2 Contracts in the FY 
2014 Street Maintenance Program Project 

12.  Contract Amendment Power Line Clearing Project. $1,062,000.00 
(Asplundh) 

13.  Staff and the Parks and Recreation Commission Recommend that 
Council Approve the Revised Field and Tennis Use Policy 

14.  Approval of a Wastewater Treatment Fund Contract with Clean Harbors 
Environmental Services in a Total Amount Not to Exceed $186,982.53 
for the First Contract Year to Transport and Dispose of Ash and Sludge 
for the Regional Water Quality Control Plant with the Option to Renew for 
Two Additional One-Year Periods

15.  Adoption of a Resolution Authorizing Use of a Design-Build Project Delivery 
Method for Design and Installation of Replacement Lighting Dimming 
System at Cubberley Community Theatre (Project CC-09001)Adoption of 
a Resolution Authorizing Use of a Design-Build Project Delivery Method 
for Design and Installation of Replacement Dimming System at Cubberley 
Community Theatre (Project CC-09001) 

16.  Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the attached contract 
with Gachina Landscape Management in the amount of $4,482,222, plus 
7% contingency - $313,756, for a total of $4,795,978 for Landscape 
Maintenance Services for  a term of five years, beginning on July 1, 2013 
ending on June 30, 2018. The contract amount of the first year of the 
agreement will be $857,848, plus 7% contingency-$60,049, for a total of 
$917,897

17.  Approval of a Construction Contract to AmOne Corp in the Amount not 
to Exceed $331,200  to Provide Renovation to the Parks and Trees Work 
Shop Area 

18.  Submittal of Mitchell Park Library and Community Center Bi-Monthly 
Construction Contract Report 

19.  SECOND READING: Adoption of an Ordinance Approving the Rezoning 
of a 1.57-acre Site from Community Commercial With a Landscape 
Combining District (CC(L) to Public Facility with a Site and Design 
Combining District (PF(D)) Zone, for the Project located at 50 El Camino 
Real (1ST Reading, June 3, 2013 PASSED 9-0) 

20.  Approval of a Contract with JJR Construction, Inc. In The Amount Not 
to Exceed $1,286,641 for the 2013 Concrete Repair Project, the 6th of 
6 Contracts in the 2013 Street Maintenance Program Project (CIP PE-
86070) 

21.  Approval of a Contract with Marsha Jurasin and Associates for Space 
Planning Services and Furniture for the 1st Floor of the Development 
Center and the City Manager’s Office at a Cost Not to Exceed $250,000 

22.  Request for Authorization to Increase Existing Contract with the Law Firm 
of Rankin Landsness Lahde Serverian & Stock by an Additional Seventy 
Thousand Dollars For a Total Contract Not to Exceed Amount of $155,000 
for Legal Services Related to Tort Litigation 

ACTION ITEMS
23. Management and Professional Compensation Plan 
24.  PUBLIC HEARING:  Adoption of a Resolution Adopting the 2007-2014 

Housing Element of the Comprehensive Plan and Approving a Negative 
Declaration (continued from May 20, 2013) 

25. Labor Contract: UMPAPA 
26. Labor Contract- PMA 

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Finance Committee Meeting on Tuesday June 18, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. has 
been cancelled.

ball rolling. 
It’s important that the council 

understand what the community 
wants as it proceeds with other ma-
jor projects, including the planned 
construction of three new athletic 
fields at the renovated Palo Alto 
Municipal Golf Course, she said.

“It’s a practical exercise and a 
dreaming exercise, but it helps re-
fine what’s important,” Holman 
said.

Jennifer Hetterly, vice chair of 
the Parks and Recreation Com-
missions and member of the Cub-
berley advisory group, urged the 
council not to wait too long before 
making a decision. While there’s 
no need to actually begin the as-
sessment at this time, the city 
should make a decision soon on 
whether to go forward with it at 
all, she said. Funding for the plan-
ning effort could become a factor 
in the negotiations between the 
city and the school district.

She noted that the city is cur-
rently working on several other 
strategic documents, including a 
parks master plan and a commu-
nity vision for the area around 27 
University Ave. A broad commu-
nity needs assessment, she said, 
would lead to more thoughtful 
planning project for both Cubber-
ley and 27 University.

“Reinventing the wheel on a site-
by-site basis seems very inefficient,” 
Hetterly said.

Committee members also had 
different ideas about what this fu-
ture needs analysis might entail. 
Klein recommended asking the 
community to include in sugges-
tions for new amenities some ways 
to pay for these amenities, includ-
ing public-private partnerships.

“It’s easy to give your opinion 
when there’s no money involved,” 
Klein said.

Requesting funding sugges-
tions, Klein said, would “focus the 
mind” and promote a “bottom-up 
approach” to planning for improve-
ments at Cubberley and elsewhere.

“It really puts people to the test: 
Are you willing to do something 
other than just say, ‘I think some-
thing is a good idea’?” 

Holman disagreed, and said the 
council should welcome all sug-
gestions, whether or not they are 
coupled with funding recommen-
dations.

“People proposing something — 
let’s say a bocce ball court — may 
not know how to fund it, but if it’s 
put on the table, there may be oth-
ers who see this list and know how 
to fund it,” Holman said.

The council should welcome the 
public’s suggestions on how to fund 
new facilities, Holman said, but not 
require them.

“I’d hate to edit people’s thought-
ful suggestions,” Holman said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Cubberley
(continued from page 6)

Sign up today at  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Upfront

Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop includes 
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration 
of the classes.* Regular cost is just $160 for nine 
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.

*“Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday night for nine weeks 
beginning June 17. Students are encouraged to bring their own guitar, 
but both nylon-string and steel-string loaner guitars are available.

Other classes at more advanced levels are also offered. 
A full brochure is available at Gryphon.

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

Learn the Guitar this Summer

www.gryphonstrings.com

650 493 2131

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commission

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(P&TC) shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, 
June 26, 2013 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, Civic 
Center, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may ap-
pear and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning Di-
vision Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Fri-
day preceding the meeting date.  Copies will be made available 
at the Development Center should City Hall be closed on the 
9/80 Friday.

Public Hearing

1875 Embarcadero Road [13PLN-00103]1.  – Request by the 
City of Palo Alto Public Works Department on behalf of the 
City of Palo Alto Community Services Division for Site and 
Design Review of the Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course recon-
figuration project. The meeting will serve as a public hearing 
for the review of the Draft Environmental Impact Report for 
the Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course Reconfiguration and Bay-
lands Athletic Center Expansion Project. Zone District: PF(D). 

3159 El Camino Real [13PLN-00040]2. : Request by Heather 
Young on behalf of Portage Avenue Portfolio, LLC, for Site and 
Design Review of a five story, 55 foot tall, 75,042 s.f. building, 
replacing an existing 900 s.f. commercial building to estab-
lish 48 residential apartment units, and commercial and retail 
uses on a 1.6 acre site.  The proposal includes rentention of 
6,661 s.f. of floor area (3127 El Camino Real) and the exist-
ing parking structure at 440 Portage Avenue.  Parking spaces 
provided for 223 vehicles would include mechanical parking 
lifts. Environmental Assessment: An Initial Study and Mitigat-
ed Negative Declaration have been prepared. Zone District: 
Service Commercial (CS). 

Questions.  For any questions regarding the above items, please 
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441.  The files 
relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays be-
tween the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  This public meeting is 
televised live on Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individu-
als with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City 
facilities, services or programs, to participate at public meetings, 
or to learn more about the City’s compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA 
Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityof-
paloalto.org

***
Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and Community Environment

change the project. The Mayfield 
agreement specifically limits the 
city’s ability to make changes, and 
it cannot reopen an environmental 
review unless there have been sub-
stantial environmental changes or 
a change of circumstances. Senior 
Assistant City Attorney Cara Silver 
told commissioners there have not 
been significant changes to trigger 
the reopening of the process.

But commission Chairman Edu-
ardo Martinez rejected the notion 
that Stanford could not do more to 
work with residents.

“Our hands are tied, but Stanford, 
your hands are not,” Martinez said. 
“Your response that ‘It’s incompat-
ible to do this or that’ strikes me as 
very arrogant.

“Go back to our community and 
to your neighbors and make it work 
better for them,” he said.

There was no vote on the issue 
during Wednesday’s study session, 
which was a refresher for many 
members who were not around 
when the Mayfield deal was inked. 
The agreement allows Stanford to 
build up to 250 units of homes and 
apartments on tracts it owns in the 
Stanford Research Park. Seventy of 
the units will be below-market-rate 
apartments for low-income resi-
dents near California Avenue and 
El Camino.

In exchange for the development, 
Stanford built and paid for soccer 
fields it leases to Palo Alto. The 
city pays $1 a year for 51 years for 
the fields, which are located at the 
corner of El Camino Real and Page 
Mill Road.

But neighborhood leaders said the 
agreement would benefit the rest of 
Palo Alto to their detriment. While 
they said they aren’t opposed to the 
housing, they are concerned about 
the permanent effects of new traffic 
on their quality of life.

Mayfield residents will have only 
one exit route, onto California Av-
enue. The lack of a second route 
could pose a danger during a fire, 
they said.

Commissioners struggled to find 
ways to ease the anticipated situa-
tion.

Commissioner Greg Tanaka 
asked if the commission has leeway 
to recommend altering the project’s 
street plan. Staff said that was pos-

sible, but only when the commission 
reviews the tentative map Stanford 
will submit prior to development.

But the city cannot compel Stan-
ford to add a permanent access road 
to the development as a condition 
of approval simply because the 
university owns adjacent land that 
is accessible from Page Mill Road, 
Silver said.

The commissioners concluded 
there is little they can do.

“We’re in a very constrained situ-
ation. We’re largely locked in by the 
development agreement. I am very 
sympathetic in terms of construc-
tion impacts. Stanford has done 
some things, but it’s not clear they 
can be compelled to do more than 
they are doing,” Commissioner Ar-
thur Keller said.

Some College Terrace residents 
said they support the Stanford proj-
ect as is.

Adrian Fine said the residents as-
sociations’ demands amount to “ob-
structionism.”

“Stanford has been a pretty good 
neighbor,” he said.

Added another resident: “Stan-
ford has been an excellent steward 
of the land.”

Stanford plans to redevelop other 
parts of the research park, which 
could create opportunities for add-
ing an internal road network that 

avoids College Terrace, some resi-
dents have argued.

As part of the agreement, the uni-
versity will add 300,000 square feet 
of office/research space elsewhere 
within the research park to replace 
the buildings it is razing to make 
way for housing.

Residents association members 
have asked the city and Stanford to 
consider a “spine road” that would 
connect El Camino to Hanover 
Street. The road would solve part 
of the problem by running a road 
through the center of the research 
park’s lower block, they said.

John Mark Agosta, another Col-
lege Terrace resident, said the re-
search park was originally devel-
oped into blocks that are 1,000 feet 
in depth with no internal circula-
tion.

“That is perhaps a flaw that could 
be remedied by a better design,” he 
said.

Stanford does not have complete 
control over the route of its con-
struction traffic for the Mayfield 
project, however, commissioners 
and city staff noted. The university 
must submit a construction-traffic 
plan, subject to the city Utilities 
Department’s approval. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Mayfield
(continued from page 3)

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to discuss 
potential litigation involving the Mitchell Park Library and Community Cen-
ter and real-property negotiations over the U.S. Post Office, 380 Hamilton 
Ave. The council also plans to consider amending the 2013 Management 
and Professional Compensation Plan; adopt the 2007-14 Housing Element; 
and consider new contracts for the Utilities Managers and Professionals 
Association of Palo Alto and for the Palo Alto Police Managers’ Associa-
tion. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 17. The rest 
of the meeting will follow in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamil-
ton Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hold the first day of its annual 
retreat to discuss progress on this year’s “focus goals” and potential goals 
for 2013-14. The meeting will be on Tuesday, June 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the University Club of Palo Alto (3277 Miranda Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will vote on the school district’s 
proposed budget for 2013-14, a lease extension for the former Garland 
Elementary School site and a variety of school construction items at its 
last regular meeting of the 2012-13 year. The meeting will be on Tuesday, 
June 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the boardroom of school district headquarters (25 
Churchill Ave.).

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The committee plans to discuss the 
Mayfield Development Agreement; review a request by Hoover and Asso-
ciates on behalf of Stanford University for a one-story addition to the Varian 
building at 911 Hansen Way; and review a request by Salvatore Caruso on 
behalf of Zhen Zhen Li for a new 7,425-square-foot building with six resi-
dential condominium units at 405 Curtner Ave. The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 18, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 
(250 Hamilton Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hold a closed session to discuss 
the superintendent’s evaluation. The meeting will be on Wednesday, June 
19, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University Club of Palo Alto (3277 Miranda 
Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hold the second day of its an-
nual retreat to discuss goals. The meeting will be on Thursday, June 20, 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Garden Court Hotel (520 Cowper St.).

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION ... The commission plans to consider accept-
ing artwork from Cubberley Community Center artists into the city’s collec-
tion; discuss funding for art in the University Avenue tunnel; and consider 
temporary public art. The meeting will begin at 2 p.m. on Thursday, June 
20, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.). 

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

to have them adapted and reused, 
and this is just a really great reuse 
of this building,” Lippert said.

In addition to Palo Alto, Samsung 
is planning to build an accelerator 
in New York. Thomas Fehrenbach, 
the city’s economic-development 
manager, lauded Samsung’s deci-
sion to create a presence in down-
town.

“We’re delighted that their inno-
vation center will be here in Palo 
Alto, right where it should be,” Feh-
renbach said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Varsity
(continued from page 5)
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fall, designate a lead counselor as 
well as a specialized college-and-
career counselor and hold a series of 
assemblies aimed at sophomores. 

The school also has added a 
weekly email to update parents on 
activities of the guidance-counsel-
ing program and will make a coun-
selor available for drop-in visits 
from students.

Gunn’s “action plan” for coun-
seling reform follows the February 
recommendations of a parent-staff-
student Guidance Advisory Com-
mittee, whose members represented 
sharply divergent viewpoints at the 
school. 

To be successful, the reforms must 
have the commitment and buy-in of 
all groups at the school, Principal 
Katya Villalobos said, likening the 
change to “trying to turn around an 
aircraft carrier.”

Superintendent Kevin Skelly chal-
lenged what he said was a faulty as-
sumption of the critics.

“This conversation starts with a 
mindset that somehow Gunn is bro-
ken, and I disagree wholeheartedly 
with that premise,” Skelly said. “I 
think it’s one of the great high 
schools in this country.

“Gunn, and both schools, do a re-
markable job of helping families get 
to the next level. Kids get into col-
leges because they have academic 
experiences at our schools that are 
second to none.” 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Google denies giving NSA ‘direct access’ to data
National Security Agency documents leaked to the press say Moun-

tain View’s Google has been cooperating with the US government to 
spy on citizens on an unprecedented scale, allowing direct access to 
the company’s servers. Google executives deny that to be the case. 
(Posted on June 13, 9:11 a.m.)

Laptop stolen from Packard Hospital
A laptop computer that might have contained limited medical in-

formation on pediatric patients has been stolen from a secure area of 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, officials announced today. (Posted 
on June 12, 12:27 p.m.)

Man pleads not guilty to arson, vandalism
A 34-year-old Stanford University general surgeon charged with 

vandalizing and setting two fires at a business he co-owns in San 
Carlos pleaded not guilty at his arraignment Friday, June 7, according 
to the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office. (Posted on June 12, 
11:51 a.m.)

Suspect at large in Palo Alto armed robbery
A masked man wielding a handgun robbed a 7-Eleven store in Mid-

town early Wednesday morning, Palo Alto police said. (Posted on June 
12, 9:54 a.m.)

Palo Alto cyclist injured in Portola Valley collision
A 58-year-old Palo Alto bicyclist was thrown 8 to 10 feet in the air and 

was injured in a collision with a vehicle on Alpine Road near Interstate 
280 on Sunday morning (June 9), according to the California Highway 
Patrol and the Woodside Fire Protection District. (Posted June 11, 2:58 p.m.)

Police arrest suspect in downtown groping
A San Mateo man who drove up to a woman in Palo Alto and groped 

her from his car on Wednesday, June 5, was arrested Monday for 
sexual battery, according to police. (Posted June 11, 1:08 p.m.)

Palo Alto scholarship program honors grads
Thirty new high school graduates will be honored June 17 at a cel-

ebration of Pursuit of Excellence, a Palo Alto-based scholarship pro-
gram. Launched in 1985 by Jerry and Dick Smallwood, the program 
has raised more than $2 million in support of some 350 low-income 
college students over the years. (Posted on June 10, 3:27 p.m.)

‘Safe schools’ task force mulls recommendations
A new system for anonymous reporting of bullying is among the 

recommendations of a Palo Alto school district task force on “safe and 
welcoming schools.” (Posted on June 10, 12:56 p.m.)

Palo Alto school administrator to lead Belmont
Michael Milliken, director of secondary education for the Palo Alto 

school district and former principal of Jordan Middle School, has been 
named superintendent of the Belmont-Redwood Shores School Dis-
trict. (Posted on June 7, 10:17 p.m.)

Obama visits Palo Alto to raise funds for Dems
President Obama visited Palo Alto Thursday night to attend two 

fundraisers benefiting the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, the first at the Crescent Park home of Flipboard CEO Mike 
McCue. He was greeted by protestors near the first home, on Forest 
Avenue, where people held a mock Keystone Pipeline and signs against 
expansion of the oil pipeline. (Posted on June 6, 10:14 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

Upfront

Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo 
Alto Unified School District for bid package:

Contract No. RFQ #1-7

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The District will be accepting 
separate bids packages for each of the trades below. The work 
includes, but is not limited to; Job Work Order projects for the fol-
lowing scopes of work: 

-

District Facilities Office located 
at 25 Churchill Ave. Palo Alto, California 94306. The following 
schedule below displays the conference times for each trade:

Bid Submission: -
ties Office building D by or before the following schedule:

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS:
with all prevailing wage laws applicable to the Project, and related 

-

 
Building “D” -

 

All questions can be addressed to: 

Palo Alto Unified School District

Attn: David Tran

Palo Alto Unified School District
Counsel
(continued from page 3)

STANFORDJAZZ.ORG or 650-725-ARTS (2787)

find out more & purchase tickets

tickets on sale for these great shows
CLAIRDEE  
& KEN PEPLOWSKI
Sunday, June 30

TIA FULLER QUARTET
Saturday, July 27

SAVION GLOVER  
& HIS TRIO
Saturday, August 3

CHRIS POTTER
Wednesday, August 7 TUCK & PATTI

Saturday, June 29
JAZZ ORGAN 
BLOWOUT
Friday, June 28

CLAUDIA VILLELA
Sunday, June 23

HERBIE  
HANCOCK, SOLO
Saturday, June 22
“Herbie was the step after Bud 
Powell and Thelonious Monk, and I 
haven’t heard anybody yet who has 
come after him.” 

– Miles Davis
photo by Douglas Kirkland

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW! 

SOLD OUT

‘Gunn, and both 
schools, do a 
remarkable job of 
helping families get to 
the next level. Kids get 
into colleges because 
they have academic 
experiences at our 
schools that are second 
to none.’ 

—Kevin Skelly, superintendent, 
Palo Alto Board of Education

Support 
Palo Alto 

Weekly’s print 
and online 

coverage of our 
community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statisticsPalo Alto

World Music 
Day 

Join us for 5th Annual Free Music Festival

Sunday June 16
3:00 - 7:30 pm 

University Avenue
50 Musical Groups!

Jazz, Blues, Classical, Pop, Rock, Greek,
Klezmer, World Music, Choral, Dance

www.pamusicday.org

City

 o
f P

a
lo

 A
lt

o32nd Annual 

COOK OFF
& Summer Festival

  

   

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
June 6-12
Violence related
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Credit card fraud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .8
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Parking/driving violation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . .18
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sale of drugs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Under the influence of drugs  . . . . . . . . .1

Found narcotic substance  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbing phone calls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .4
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Menlo Park
June 6-12
Violence related
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .7
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Parking/driving violation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Miscellaneous
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Other misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Atherton
June 6-12
Violence related
Assault and battery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Parking/driving violation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
400 Kipling St., 6/05, 8:56 a.m.; sexual 
assault.
481 Alger Dr., 6/09, 10:41 a.m.; domestic 
violence.
50 Embarcadero Rd., 6/11, 3:17 p.m..; 
simple battery.

Menlo Park
1100 Windermere Ave., 6/11, 4:44 p.m.; 
simple battery.
600 Laurel St., 6/11, 5:47 p.m.; child 
abuse.

Atherton
100 Selby Lane, 6/06, 11:52 p.m.; simple 
assault and battery.

Today’s news, 

sports & hot picks

Sign up today at 

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services and special events. 
To inquire about or to reserve space in Inspirations, please contact Blanca 
Yoc at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community
Inspirations

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday: 
Making Good Mistakes 

Rev. David Howell, preaching

 
Sunday Worship and Church School at 10 a.m.

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

ST. ANN ANGLICAN CHAPEL
A TRADITIONAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Most Reverend Robert S. Morse, Vicar
Reverend Matthew Weber, Assistant

 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Robert W.F. Jones died at his home in 
Menlo Park from complications associ-
ated with leukemia. Bob was predeceased 
by his mother Lura, father Tom and infant 
son Thomas. He is survived by his wife El-
len; children Marcus (Jean), Aïda and Lura; 
grandchildren Cassius, Griffin, Calvin, 
Nora, Leland and Annette.

Bob’s early years were spent on the road: 
he was born in Columbia, South Carolina, 
moved to Hollywood as a toddler, then to 
New York City and eventually 
Westfield, New Jersey.

During his stint in the Army 
they sent him to the North Pole. 
At this time his love of music 
blossomed and he became an 
accomplished guitar and piano 
player. After the Army, Bob grad-
uated from Lafayette College in 
Pennsylvania. He then headed 
west to graduate school at Stan-
ford where he supported himself 
by slinging burgers at the Oasis and betting 
on the horses at local race tracks.

In 1960 he accepted a student teaching po-
sition at Menlo School. It was love at first 
tutelage: upon earning his Master’s Degree, 
Bob joined Menlo’s faculty and did not leave 
until his health forced him into retirement 
in 2000. At Menlo, Bob became the Dean of 
Studies while coaching Track, Football, Golf, 

Wrestling, Basketball, among other sports; 
he taught a variety of subjects including Lat-
in, English, Spanish and Creative Writing; 
and, for many years he led the Drama Club, 
the annual Ugly Man Contest and was the 
faculty advisor to the student paper.

“Bob was and remains a legend in the 
Menlo community. Even today when gradu-
ates reminisce about what made their expe-
rience so memorable, Bob Jones tops the list. 
He was a brilliant teacher whose dedication 

to his students literally knew 
no bounds,” wrote Norm Colb, 
Menlo’s Head of School.

Generations of young men 
and women were inf luenced by 
Mr. Jones. His erudition, love 
of learning, friendship, sport 
and family inspired all who 
met him. Bob was also a golfer, 
musician, avid St. Louis Car-
dinal baseball fan and dogged 
collector of pretty bad horror 

movies.
“We live in an age that doesn’t believe in 

heroes and makes fun of people who do. Mr. 
Jones was my hero,” added Paul Guay, Menlo 
School class of 1975.

Friends and family are invited to a memo-
rial service on Saturday June 29th. Details 
will be posted on https://www.facebook.
com/people/Robert-Jones/640378950

Robert W.F. Jones 
June 23, 1935 – June 7, 2013

Lillian Dubinsky
Lillian Darling Dubinsky was 

born on Aug. 26, 1923, in Hartford, 
Conn., and 
died on June 1 
in Palo Alto at 
the age of 89.

One of 10 
children, Lil-
lian graduated 
from Weaver 
High School, 
where she was 
a cheerleader. She married Alfred 
Dubinsky on June 18, 1950, in Hart-
ford. The couple lived for a short 
while in Newark, Ohio, and Wash-
ington, D.C., before settling first in 
Cleveland, Ohio, then Benton Har-
bor, Mich., Palm Desert, Calif., and 
then moving to the Vi in Palo Alto 
seven years ago.

She was a bridge player with Sil-
ver Life Master status, earning more 
than 2000 points. She taught bridge 
and ran her own games at various 
times in her life. She is survived by 
her husband of 63 years, Alfred, her 
children Michael (Rona), Donna 
(Lenny) and Ann (Jere), and her 
grandchildren Bradley, Jennifer and 
Marina. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be sent to Theatreworks, P.O. 
Box 50458, Palo Alto, CA, 94303-

0458 in recognition of Lillian’s pas-
sion for theater.

William Roth 
Bill Roth died on June 1 at the age 

of 93. Born on Sept. 19, 1919, he was 
a fourth-generation Californian who 
grew up on the Stanford University 
campus where his parents, Mildred 
and Almon Roth, and his sisters, Bet-
ty Roth Kendrick and Miriam Roth 
MacKenzie — both of whom prede-
ceased him — lived while Almon, 
for whom Roth Way is named, was 
comptroller of the university. He at-
tended Stanford, where he met his 
first wife, Diana Fyfe Hunter, played 
football, ran track and graduated in 
1941. He lived all his life within five 
miles of campus and attended 74 
straight Big Games.

He served in World War II — 
with the Army in New Guinea and 
during the invasion of the Philip-
pines — and then returned to the 
Bay Area to raise a family. Among 
the many projects his construction 
company completed was the Carl-
mont Shopping Center, and he went 
on to found and run First American 
Records Storage, which is now a na-
tionwide enterprise.

Bill and Diana had four children, 
all of whom survive them, and all 
with a Stanford connection. Barba-

Births
Kristen and Amy Efland, Palo 

Alto, May 28, a girl.
Michael and Elizabeth Skey, 

Woodside, May 29, a boy.
David and Melissa Fedoronko, 

East Palo Alto, May 30, a boy.

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.
Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.

Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries

Visit 

ra (Sandy) Scott received an MBA 
from Stanford and supervised the 
construction of the Schwab Center 
building on campus; Richard (Dick) 
swam for Stanford and won a gold 
medal in the Tokyo Olympics; 
Douglas followed in his father’s 
footsteps as a construction executive 
and helped rebuild Stanford after the 
Loma Prieta earthquake; Nancy re-
ceived three degrees from Stanford 
and served on the Graduate School 
of Business Advisory Council.

After Diana’s death, he enjoyed 
playing golf with Debby Nietham-
mer, who had also lost her spouse, 
and the two married in 1999. 

Besides his four children, he is 
survived by Debby and her four 
children, Bill, Steve, Jim and Mike 
Niethammer, 23 grandchildren, and 
11 great-grandchildren.

The family requests donations to 
Stanford Athletics, the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundations or the charity 
of your choice.

Tell us who your 
local favorites 
are by voting 

online:
PaloAltoOnline.com/

best_of

Deadline July 7
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2012

 

Thank You
for your

Vote

830 E. Charleston at Fabian www.davesauto830.com

Palo Alto’s BEST AUTO CARE!

Vote Local.
Vote for Dave’s Auto Repair!

Our Reputation is Built on Quality Customer Care 
and Service

2 0 1 2

Restaurants
Best Ambiance
Best Bar/Lounge
Best California Cuisine
Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Coff ee House
Best Dining With Kids
Best French Restaurant
Best Fusion Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Latin American 

Cuisine 
Best Meal Under $20
Best Mediterranean 

Restaurant
Best Mexican Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Outdoor Dining
Best Restaurant to Splurge

Best Romantic Restaurant
Best Solo Dining
Best Sports Bar
Best Sunday Brunch
Best Sushi/Japanese 

Restaurant
Best Thai Restaurant
Best Vegetarian/Vegan 

Cuisine
Best Wine Bar  

Food & Drink
Best Bagels
Best BBQ
Best Bakery/Desserts
Best Breakfast
Best Burgers
Best Burrito
Best Deli/Sandwiches
Best Dim Sum
Best Grocery Store

Best Happy Hour
Best Ice Cream/Gelato
Best Milkshake
Best New Food/Drink 

Establishment
Best Pizza
Best Produce
Best Salads
Best Seafood
Best Steak
Best Takeout
Best Yogurt

Retail
Best Beauty Supply
Best Bike Shop
Best Bookstore
Best Boutique
Best Eyewear
Best Flower Shop
Best Furniture Store

Best Gallery
Best Gift Shop
Best Green Business
Best Hardware Store
Best Home Furnishings 

and Decor
Best Jewelry Store
Best Lingerie Wear
Best Men’s Apparel
Best New Retail Business
Best Nursery/Garden 

Supply
Best Pet Store
Best Pharmacy
Best Shoe Store
Best Sporting Goods 

and Apparel
Best Stationery Store
Best Toy Store
Best Women’s Apparel

Service
Best Acupuncture
Best Auto Care
Best Chiropractor
Best Day Spa
Best Dentist
Best Dry Cleaner
Best Fitness Classes 
Best Frame Shop
Best Gym
Best Hair Salon
Best Hotel
Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best Massage
Best Men’s Haircut
Best New Service Business
Best Orthodontist
Best Personal Trainer 
Best Plumber
Best Senior Care Facility

Best Shoe Repair
Best Skin Care
Best Travel Agency 
Best Value Hotel/Motel
Best Veterinarian
Best Yoga

Fun Stuff
Best Art Gallery
Best Aquatic Center
Best Lecture Series
Best Live Music Venue
Best Live Entertainment
Best Nightlife Place
Best WiFi Hot Spot
Best Palo Alto Park
Best Place to Enjoy the 

Outdoors
Best Place to Go for a Run
Best Place for a Kid’s Playdate
Best Place to People Watch

Vote Online 
PaloAltoOnline.com/best_of

Go Mobile 
scan the code to vote

It’s time to Vote! 
Tell us who your 

local favorites are 

by voting

 online today

OR
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Serving the 
freshest seafood 
and prime dry 

aged steaks

 
(Monday - Friday)

 
Saturday & Sunday

Happy Hour  
4-7pm daily

(650) 323-1555

855 El Camino Real 
#1 Town and Country 

Village, Palo Alto
www.scottsseafoodpa.com

Three-Time Winner:
Best Seafood

A Bay Area tradition  
in Palo Alto

4261 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Restaurant 650.650.1314 / Hotel 650.493.2844

www.dinahshotel.com

Please Vote For Us  
Best Hotel

Best Restaurant

Vote For Us 
Best Plumber

2 0 1 2

(650) 856-3400
www.PaloAltoPlumbing.net

24 hour Emergency Service

Energy Star Equipment 
Rebates Available
Senior Discounts 

Available
License #797913

Experience 
The Difference

P
A

L
O

A LT O W
E

E
K

L
Y

2 0 0 9

BEST OF
2 0 1 0 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 2

1805 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 
(Between Park & Leland)

VOTE US 
INTO THE 

HALL OF FAME

KEEP YOUR EYES 
ON US

463 S. CALIFORNIA AVENUE, PALO ALTO
650-326-7762  |  WWW.LABODEGUITA.COM

La Bodeguita 
Customers 
are the Best.

WE TOOK
A VOTE:

Vote For Us

Best Mexican 
Restaurant in Palo Alto

3740 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 
650.843.0643

www.celiasrestaurants.com

“A burger, a bull,  a ball game 
& beer — yeah, baby!”

BEST 
SPORTS 

BAR 

Fresh, hand tossed, artisan pizza too!
See you at…

The

541 Ramona Ave., Palo Alto B E S T  O F

Serving Fine Chinese Cuisine 
in Palo Alto since 1956

1700 Embarcadero Road • 650.856.7700

“Voted Best Dim Sum
in Silicon Valley”

– Metro’s best of
Silicon Valley 2013

Open 365 Days / 11am - 9:30pm
Parking is never a problem

w w w. M i n g s . c o m
(650) 318-6088

paloaltojcc.org/membership

Thanks for voting us 

BEST GYM 
IN 2011 & 2012! 

Visit us and see why we’re #1!

1-DAYGUEST  
 PASS*

*One pass per person. Valid for first time, local residents. 
Must have photo ID. Expires 7/31/13. SOURCE: 2013BEST

Deadline 
to vote: 

July 7
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In a liberal-minded communi-
ty that prides itself on top-notch 
schools, high-achieving students 
and progressive values, the idea 
of a civil rights violation is anath-
ema. The school district believed 
it was being unfairly accused and 
assumed the investigation’s out-
come would be favorable, accord-
ing to district documents obtained 
by the Weekly.

The district’s schools feature a 
wide array of anti-bullying pro-
grams and activities and relatively 
low rates of bullying, according to 
district summaries of student sur-
veys. In interviews last fall, school 
principals characterized the inci-
dence of bullying-type behavior 
on their campuses as ranging from 
“rare” to “not a big problem re-
ally.” Terman Principal Katherine 
Baker told the Weekly: “This is a 
pretty benign climate here. It’s re-
ally gentle.”

When bullying-type behavior 
does occur — which can range from 
shoving, threatening and making 
unwelcome sexual contact or com-
ments to name-calling, spreading 
mean rumors, ganging up and dam-
aging someone’s property — princi-
pals report using their professional 
judgment, skills and discretion on a 
“case-by-case” basis to investigate 
what is going on and to work with 
the students (and often their par-
ents) to resolve the situation. 

They tend to use serious discipline 
sparingly and prefer the opportunity 
to teach and counsel, except in the 
more extreme or repeated cases. 
With regard to suspension, Baker 
said: “I don’t like it. I don’t think 

it’s going to help them learn some-
thing. But sometimes it drives the 
message home.” 

Her sentiments were shared by 
most of the 13 principals the Weekly 
interviewed for this story.

Bullying issues traditionally 
have been viewed as an individual 
school’s responsibility, entrusted to 
the principals’ leadership and allow-
ing for each school’s “unique cul-
ture” to foster innovative initiatives, 
according to principals and district 
staff.

All of this is reassuring to a com-
munity that expects the best of its 
students and schools.

However, the results of the Office 
for Civil Rights investigation sharp-
ly called into question this positive 
picture. It caused some in the com-
munity to re-examine the schools’ 
capacity to deal fairly, effectively 
and legally with bullying and dis-
criminatory harassment situations 
and the need for more leadership, 
training and accountability from 
the district.

The Office for Civil Rights find-
ings were detailed in an eye-open-
ing, strongly worded, 10-page report 
describing how, despite persistent 
appeals by the family and the stu-
dent, the school failed to provide 
protection from ongoing disability-
based harassment by fellow stu-
dents during the 2010-11 school 
year. (See page 26 sidebar, “What 
civil-rights investigators found at 
Terman.”) The harassment includ-
ed name-calling referring to the 
child’s disability (“stupid,” “slow,” 
“retarded” and “annoying”), peers 
playing games to avoid contact with 

the child, the student being told that 
classmates hated the student and 
a classmate hitting the student in 
the face. The harassment was suf-
ficiently serious to create a hostile 
environment and deny or limit the 
student’s education, according to the 
report. By spring 2011, the student 
had developed mental health issues, 
and the family decided to keep the 
child home after a doctor advised 
against going to school as long as 
the bullying was continuing.

In shining a light on the school’s 
response, the Office for Civil Rights 
found that school staff did not con-
duct any organized inquiry of the 
facts, did not interview known 
witnesses, did not keep records of 
interviews, were unfamiliar with 
laws regarding discriminatory ha-
rassment, imposed non-disciplinary 
and piecemeal measures that proved 
ineffective, did not educate students 
about how to relate to peers with 
disabilities and blamed the victim 
for problems. The report noted that 
while the district was not responsi-
ble for the actions of a harassing stu-
dent, it was responsible for its own 
discrimination in failing to respond 
adequately. The report concluded 
that the district’s response was not 
reasonably calculated to end the 
harassment, prevent it from recur-
ring or eliminate the effect of the 
hostile environment on the student 
and thus violated the student’s civil 
rights. The district received the re-
port Dec. 26, 2012. 

To address the district’s systemic 
shortcomings, the Office for Civil 
Rights imposed corrective actions, 
which were agreed to by the district 

in a negotiated “resolution agree-
ment” and signed by Superintendent 
Kevin Skelly on Dec. 14. Its require-
ments included district training for 
administrators and school staff re-
garding the handling of harassment 
complaints, notifications to parents 
and students about legal rights and 
procedures, and districtwide instruc-
tion for students about disability ha-
rassment over the next three years. 

Skelly found the report “embar-
rassing” and chose not to disclose 
it or the resolution agreement to the 
Board of Education or the public. 
The board and public only found 
out about these documents after the 
family gave them to the Palo Alto 
Weekly for publication on Feb. 8.

The report’s release ignited com-
munity debate about the signifi-
cance of the findings and Skelly’s 
role in keeping these findings from 
public view. Skelly announced at the 
Feb. 12 board meeting that he “was 
profoundly sorry that a student was 
subject to bullying in our school” 
and vowed to learn from the inves-
tigation. On the issue of transpar-
ency, raised by his withholding the 
report, Skelly said, “I blew it” and 
apologized for that as well. 

Skelly added: “We take the safety 
of our students extremely seriously, 
and we work hard to provide the 
best climate for students possible. 
We don’t always live up to that, but 
it’s not for lack of effort on the part 
of staff or dedication.”

The next day, in response to an in-
quiry from board member Melissa 
Baten-Caswell, Skelly surprised the 
board with further news of another 
Office for Civil Rights resolution 
agreement he had signed in Sep-
tember 2012. This one concerned 
the district’s alleged mishandling of 
a request by a sixth-grader suffering 
from environment-induced allergies. 
The student asked for accommoda-
tions under federal disability law 
that would mitigate the harm caused 
by conditions at school facilities. 
Again, as part of this agreement, 
the district was required to revise 

its procedures and provide training 
to administrators.

When news of the second reso-
lution agreement surfaced, Skelly 
made a second apology to the board, 
explaining: “We have not had com-
plaint cases go this far in my prior 
six years at PAUSD — thus, did not 
see the significance of the resolution 
agreement being signed since it was 
part of a lengthy process we contin-
ued to be embroiled in.” 

“Embroiled” may be the right 
word for it. Since the February dis-
closures, the district has found itself 
on the hot seat regarding:

-
tions into events leading to the Of-
fice for Civil Rights report and its 
aftermath by the Weekly, parent 
group We Can Do Better Palo Alto 
and others

Civil Rights complaints (two alleg-
ing disability-based bullying), cur-
rently under investigation

documents regarding Office for Civ-
il Rights complaints and bullying 
(from the Office for Civil Rights, 
the Weekly and other media)

-
versy over its choice of lawyers and 

a recent $140,000 annual contract 
renewal 

-
op an updated set of district policies 
and procedures on bullying and dis-
crimination that still have not met 
with approval from the Office for 
Civil Rights or the community (see 
online sidebar, “New district poli-
cies and procedures for handling 
bullying”)

decision to pull out of its agreement 
to co-sponsor a community event, 
held May 16, featuring a presenta-
tion by Office for Civil Rights at-
torneys about students’ rights and 
schools’ obligations under federal 
law 

-
ter of rebuke to the district raising 
privacy and retaliation concerns 
about an email sent to parents with 
the identity of the school (Duveneck 
Elementary) in one of the Office for 
Civil Rights open investigations 

a Title IX investigation and correc-
tive actions in response to sexual 
violence and peer harassment re-
vealed in a highly publicized article 
in Verde (Palo Alto High School’s 
student magazine) about teen “rape 
culture” in Palo Alto 

calls for the firing of top school of-
ficials in public comment at board 
meetings, emails sent to board 
members, and the Weekly’s “Town 
Square” online forum.

In charge of  
bullying policies 
and procedures: 
individual 
schools or the 
district?

A s trained, neutral outsiders 
with full access to all school 
files and witnesses, the Of-
fice for Civil Rights attorneys 

were in a unique position to illumi-
nate the inner workings of a school 
complaint system in the context of a 
real-life case. In so doing, the Office 
for Civil Rights not only validated 
and gave voice to the complain-
ant but also confirmed what many 

other families have experienced in 
their dealings with school officials, 
bringing their stories to the surface 
at school board meetings and in 
Weekly interviews after the federal 
report’s release. 

The Weekly conducted more than 
100 interviews with parents, teens, 
educators and other professionals 
(including psychologists, parent ed-
ucators and bullying researchers) in 
connection with this story. Most in-
terviews lasted for an hour or more. 
Almost all parents and students 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
— not wanting their names or iden-
tifying details revealed — due to 
privacy concerns about sensitive is-
sues and/or fear of retaliation either 
from schools or social groups.

As revealed in these interviews, 
many parents and students have 
keenly felt the absence of a fair and 
transparent process to guide their 
way in making a complaint about 
inherently distressing situations.

“Many of our children have been 
victims of bullying, and all have wit-
nessed it,” wrote Latoya Baldwin-
Clark, Kim Bomar and Sara Wood-
ham-Johnsson, parent co-chairs of 
PASS (Parent Advocates for Student 
Success) regarding the Office for 
Civil Rights report. “Where bul-
lying and harassment occur, there 
must be a well-understood, trans-
parent and communicated set of 
procedures, consequences and ex-
pectations for all to follow to ensure 
that the aggressor and the aggressed 
see fair and appropriate resolution 
to the situation with follow-up and 
feedback.” 

When the Office for Civil Rights 
report first became public in early 
February, school board President 
Dana Tom attributed issues raised 
in the report to flawed implementa-
tion of already existing school board 
policies and administrative regula-
tions. Board policies and regulations 
related to bullying and harassment, 
including a mandated grievance 
procedure for all such complaints at 
the school level, had been sitting on 

How one family’s willingness to reveal their school bullying
ordeal exposed the need for change in the Palo Alto school district

Catalog 
of seven 

complaints 
since 2011

According to a spokesman from 
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, between January 2011 and 
May 10, 2013, the Office for Civil 
Rights received seven complaints 
involving the Palo Alto school 
district, as follows:

complaint alleged discrimination 
on the basis of sex in 2011; the 
other alleged disability discrimi-
nation in 2012;

with resolution agreements (one 
with the Terman Middle School 
student and the other involving 
504 eligibility): Both alleged dis-
ability discrimination, and both 

resolution agreements are cur-
rently under monitoring by the 
Office for Civil Rights to ensure 
full implementation; and

-
rently under investigation: Two 
complaints allege disability dis-
crimination (one at Duveneck 
Elementary School and the other 
at a middle school); and one com-
plaint alleges different treatment 
on the basis of race).  

Online copies of stories and 
documents related to these cases 
are linked in a digital version of 
this story, “Family reveals de-
tails,” posted on PaloAltoOnline.
com 

by Terri Lobdell

What’s inside

R eporting for “Out of the shadows” began almost a 
year ago. It was to be an in-depth look at bullying in 
Palo Alto schools, the myriad anti-bullying programs 
used throughout the district, why some kids behave 

cruelly and what educators and community leaders are 
doing about it.

In the middle of the Weekly’s reporting effort, however, the 
Office for Civil Rights investigation into the case of a bullied 
Palo Alto middle school student came to light — solely due to 
the family’s decision to share their story in hopes of focusing 
attention on an important local issue that otherwise would 
likely have remained in the shadows. 

The federal report unleashed swift reactions, raised ques-
tions and resulted in a community wake-up call. Systemic 
reforms are now emerging. 

The Weekly has interviewed more than 100 parents, chil-
dren, educators, psychologists and other bullying-prevention 
experts for this collection of articles, some of which are being 
published here in print and several others exclusively online 
at PaloAltoOnline.com. “Out of the shadows” is the first in a 
series planned over the next few months.

Out of the shadows ...................................................page 18

Catalog of seven complaints ....................................page 19

Office for Civil Rights:  
Why is it there and what does it do? ........................page 23

Advice to parents of a targeted child  .......................page 24

How often does bullying happen in Palo Alto? ........ page 25

What civil-rights investigators found at Terman  ...... page 26

Additional articles are published  
on PaloAltoOnline.com

-
ing discriminatory harassment and retaliation

the solution 

O
ct. 20, 2011, was no ordinary day at Terman Middle School in Palo Alto. Shilpa Ram 

and Laura Welp, attorneys from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil 

Rights, set up shop for the day at the school as part of their investigation into al-

leged civil rights violations arising from the school’s failure to stop the bullying of a 

disabled student. This was a highly unusual event, perhaps the first, in Palo Alto’s history. 
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the shelf for years, largely unused 
by the schools, according to district 
staff and principals interviewed by 
the Weekly. (See online sidebar, 
“New district policies and proce-
dures for handling bullying”). This 
was not new or unique to Terman.

“The principals did not see (the 
board policies and procedures) as 
a valuable resource,” Brenda Car-
rillo, district coordinator for student 
services, explained to the Weekly 
in late February. That view has now 
changed, she said, because of the 
amount of attention brought to the 
issue. The need for a more consis-
tent, standardized approach to bul-
lying and harassment reports and 
complaints across the district has 
been made clear.

Duveneck Principal Chris Grier-
son told the Weekly in April that he 
had never reviewed existing board 
policies or procedures on this topic. 

“Like many sites, we exercise our 
autonomy” to decide the best way 
to handle reports and complaints of 
bullying and harassment, he said, 
adding he was prepared to embrace 
new district policies and procedures 
when adopted.

Jordan Middle School Princi-
pal Greg Barnes in October 2012 
described school flexibility in the 
prevention and handling of bullying 
and harassment issues as a “hall-
mark” of this district, allowing each 
school to approach it “in the best 
way they see fit for their particular 
community.”

A 2011 district email quoted in 
the Office for Civil Rights report 
affirms the district’s position that 
dealing with “bullying is each site’s 
responsibility.”

The individualized school ap-
proach is typical of districts in the 
area, according to Holly Peder-
sen, a marriage and family 

therapist with a 

specialty in bullying prevention, in-
tervention and treatment, and direc-
tor of the nonprofit Parents Place’s 
bullying prevention programs.

“Mostly it is school by school, 
and there’s not a uniform policy,” 
she said. “Schools have their own 
particular culture and feel and en-
vironment, and so we haven’t seen a 
lot of uniformity.”

With legal muscle to back up its 
findings, the Office for Civil Rights 
is now directing the district towards 
more centralized reforms that many 
parents, bullying professionals and 
educators have told the Weekly are 
overdue. As a result, the pendulum 
now appears to be swinging away 
from school autonomy when han-
dling bullying and harassment inci-
dents and towards a more standard-
ized districtwide approach.

At the Feb. 12 board meeting, fol-
lowing the Office for Civil Rights 
report release, Tom signaled this 
shift towards more district involve-

ment and framed it in terms of 
positive support to school staff 

facing a difficult task. 
“It’s really about hav-
ing clear procedures to 

help staff make the 
positive impact 

that all want 
to make. ... 

Proper handling of bullying is far 
too challenging, far too complex and 
far too important to expect anyone 
to figure it out on the fly.” 

Comments from other board 
members and district staff at this 
meeting also endorsed this change 
in direction towards more central-
ized leadership and guidance to the 
schools on the handling of bullying 
and harassment incidents in the fu-
ture.

“It is important for the commu-
nity to know that we would like to 
see consistency across the district 
on this and that we are working 
towards that,” Baten-Caswell said 
at the Feb. 26 board meeting. In a 
follow-up email to Skelly, she said: 
“We need to make sure our staff 
understand (that new policies and 
regulations) are being created (and 
that) we expect them to use the pro-
cesses that are contained in these 
documents.”

These new policies and proce-
dures are being developed by the 
district in consultation with its law-
yers, the Office for Civil Rights, the 
California Department of Education, 
the California School Boards Asso-
ciation and selected parent groups. 
At least three complex versions of 
new policies and regulations have 
been produced to date, but a final 
product has yet to receive Office 
for Civil Rights approval. Because 
the federal agency does not answer 
inquiries from the press, it is diffi-
cult to learn what its sticking points 
are. According to Carrillo, it has not 
been any one issue, but a lot of back 
and forth, with the number of agen-
cies involved adding to the complex-
ity and challenge. Last Thursday the 
district received additional feed-
back from the Office for Civil 
Rights and is now reviewing 
that response. Carrillo said 
she was “very much look-
ing forward to finalizing 
these policies and pro-
cedures by the fall.”

In addition to the 

hold-up with the Office for Civil 
Rights, there has been concern ex-
pressed in the community about 
how useable the proposed policies 
will be. 

“This is not a user-friendly docu-
ment. I doubt it will help parents un-
derstand the district’s overall goals 
or processes, or the rights of parents 
of bullied kids. Parents shouldn’t 
have to hire a lawyer to figure out 
what the policy means,” Bomar, 
an attorney and PASS co-chair, 
told the Weekly regarding the third 
draft. Other parents familiar with 
this draft also expressed concerns 
and made suggestions for possible 
improvements. (See online sidebar, 
“New district policies and proce-
dures for handling bullying.”)

Another question raised by many 
with regard to this process is wheth-
er the district has the political will, 
capacity and systems in place to 
provide the leadership, training and 
monitoring necessary to ensure ef-
fective implementation and enforce-
ment of the new board policies and 
procedures being promulgated. This 
is new ground for a district unaccus-
tomed to asserting control and ac-
countability over the schools in this 
area; how that will work in practice 
remains to be seen, although district 
officials and principals seem opti-
mistic that together they can achieve 
consistency districtwide and that 
benefits will result from that.

Meanwhile, the continued delay in 
developing new bullying and harass-
ment complaint procedures has left 
parents and others uncertain where 

they stand if they want to re-
port a bullying incident. At 

a recent “Principal’s Cof-
fee” at Duveneck on 

April 17, attended 
by district offi-

cials Charles 

Young and Carrillo along with about 
20 parents, one parent asked: “Is 
there a process for handling bully-
ing complaints right now?” 

Carrillo responded: “Not yet; it’s 
in development.” She did not men-
tion the existing set of board policies 
and procedures already in effect that 
address these issues.

What went 
wrong at 
Terman, district

I n the meantime, while many in 
the community prefer to focus 
solely on steps moving forward, 

many others believe that more in-
formation about events leading up 
to the Office for Civil Rights report 
is still needed to gain full public un-
derstanding and accountability.

The main explanation by the dis-
trict so far has been supplied by 
district lawyer Laurie Reynolds at 
a school board meeting on Feb. 26; 
her advocate’s version frustrated 
many who wanted to hear directly 
from staff and board members.

Among other things, Reynolds 
described the Office for Civil Rights 
investigation as a “very productive, 
collaborative and fruitful” process. 
She touted the district’s initial posi-
tive response to the first draft of the 
resolution agreement proposed by 
the federal agency and also the dis-
trict’s offer to do “more” than what 
was asked, something she said had 
stunned the federal attorneys. 

However, documents ob-
tained by the Weekly 
show that final 

agreement 

Federal lawyers held  
interviews at Terman Middle 
School in October 2011. 

Veronica W
eber

‘Proper handling of bullying 
is far too challenging, far 
too complex and far too 
important to expect anyone 
to figure it out on the fly.’

—Dana Tom, president,  
Palo Alto Board of Education
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overall required less than what the 
Office for Civil Rights originally 
proposed. It added training for el-
ementary school principals but re-
moved the requirement of annual 
training of teachers. 

Reynolds did not help her public 
credibility by later referring to the 
Office for Civil Rights controver-
sy as a “tiresome, distracting and 
unproductive loop” in an email to 
Skelly. Also an Oct. 16, 2012, email 
from Ram to Reynolds casts doubt 
on Reynolds’ characterization of the 
process as collaborative. 

“Again, I know this has been a 
difficult situation for everyone and 
am hopeful, as I’m sure you are, that 
we will be able to soon achieve a 
successful resolution to this case,” 
Ram wrote.

In March, school board mem-
bers (with the exception of Camille 
Townsend) told the Weekly that 
they, too, wanted more information 
on what went wrong in the Terman 
case and were personally working 
to reconstruct what happened. But 
they also said they had confidence 
in district leaders to learn from the 
case and move forward. 

In response to those calling for 
an independent investigation, some 
have argued that an independent 
probe and its results have already 
been published in the form of the 
Office for Civil Rights report. 

“We did have an independent or-
ganization do an investigation here. 
It was the Office for Civil Rights — 
that was their job,” Baten-Caswell 
said at the Feb. 26 board meeting. 

To date, the continuing commu-
nity calls for a broader independent 
investigation have gone unheeded.

This leaves the public with the 
Office for Civil Rights report, 
the scope of which was limited 
to events alleged in one family’s 
complaint about one school year at 
Terman. The federal report did not 
examine how the school district de-
fines, tracks or handles bullying or 
harassment complaints generally or 
how the district made its decisions 
in handling complaints filed with 
the Office for Civil Rights, includ-
ing issues of board and public dis-
closure. 

Despite its limited scope, the fed-
eral report about what happened at 
Terman is instructive. Like other 
complicated bullying cases that 
can generate conflict between the 
school and the family, the Terman 
complaint alleged multiple incidents 
over many months, with documen-
tation in emails, special-education 
files containing the student’s Indi-
vidual Education Plan, counselor 
and administrator notes, medical 
records and more, all of which re-
quired careful review. In addition, 
federal attorney Ram arranged a 
packed schedule of interviews at 
Terman involving 35 students and 
eight school employees. The in-
terviews ran parallel in two rooms 
commandeered for the purpose. 
At different times, Ram also inter-
viewed the complainant and various 
district officials. 

Ram’s task, according to Office 
for Civil Rights procedures (see 
sidebar, “Office for Civil Rights: 
Why is it there and what does it 
do?”), was to figure out which, if 
any, of the student’s allegations were 
true by a “preponderance of the 

evidence.” The student had alleged 
ongoing bullying of several types — 
verbal, social and physical — to the 
point of causing a hostile learning 
environment, emotional deteriora-
tion and mounting school absences. 

The record showed that after try-
ing to work with the school to resolve 
the problem, the family appealed to 
district officials and school board 
members on numerous occasions. 

In February 2011, Skelly emailed 
Terman Principal Baker: “I’m not 
sure what, if anything, we can do to 
relieve their concerns.” 

In March 2011, the family emailed 
board member Tom for help, cit-
ing a recent physical assault on 
the student. Tom responded: “The 
(student) who hit (your child) was 
disciplined, though I cannot give 
you details. Our district is working 
to reduce bullying with a variety 
of programs at our schools. ... The 
Terman staff has been working to 
help (your child). Your comments 
indicate that you do not think that is 
the case, but I think you would get 
better results if you assumed good 
intentions and worked with them to 
find solutions.” 

Tom’s admonition to “assume good 
intentions” missed an important 
point that often occurs in bullying 
or harassment cases that reach the 
district staff or board level, accord-
ing to interviews with parents. Trust 
among the adults had broken down, 
for a variety of reasons that the Of-
fice for Civil Rights investigation il-
luminated. The family said they had 
become disheartened by the school’s 
failure to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation, the school’s blaming of the 
student for misperceptions about or 
contributions to the problem, and, 
most importantly, the school’s fail-
ure to stop the bullying. 

The family reached out to the dis-
trict and board because they felt the 
need for help beyond what the school 
had offered and felt their pleas at all 
levels were falling on deaf ears. To 
be told to “assume good intentions” 
felt to them like another way of 
blaming them for their plight.

Tom’s reference to bullying-pre-
vention programs also was small 
consolation to the family, given that 
their child continued to be bullied; 
this, too, is a point often missed by 
school officials who tout prevention 
programs that in fact have not pre-
vented bullying. 

The family responded to Tom: “If 
whatever they are doing was work-
ing, (my child) would not have been 
punched ... and the bullying would 
have stopped a long time ago. ... No 
child should be hurt like (my child 
has been). We need to create a more 
protective and supportive environ-
ment at all schools.” 

Later, after release of the Office 
for Civil Rights report, Tom ad-
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dressed the same point differently 
at the Feb. 12 board meeting: “In 
recent years, there has been empha-
sis on bullying prevention efforts, 
which is good. ... But it’s not suf-
ficient to look only at prevention 
because we do have to look at what 
happens when it occurs, when it will 
occur, and so I’m glad we’re putting 
more attention to that.”

In May 2011, with growing con-
cern, the family sent another email 
to the school advising that the fam-
ily’s “next step” would be an Office 
for Civil Rights complaint. In July 
2011, the family filed their com-
plaint. 

Meanwhile, to prevent further bul-
lying, the family obtained a transfer 
for their child to another middle 
school in the fall. This is where the 
student was attending school as the 
Office for Civil Rights conducted its 
investigation at Terman in October 
2011. 

In preparation for the Terman stu-
dent interviews, documents show 
that Ram asked the school to send 
out notices to parents of all students 
who had been in the complainant’s 
classes the previous year. The school 
then gave Ram a list of students 
with signed consent forms; from 
that list, Ram put together student 
interview groups of 4-6 from each 
class, with 35 minutes allotted to 
each group. There were six student 
groups altogether, one from each of 
four classes, and two from P.E. Ram 
asked that no school staff or counsel 
attend the student interviews. 

“We have found that the presence 
of school staff or counsel could un-
intentionally make some students 

less willing to share their experi-
ences,” Ram wrote in an email to 
Damian Huertas, the district’s spe-
cial education coordinator.

In addition to the 35 students in-
terviewed, documents further show 
that Ram also scheduled 45-minute 
individual interviews with eight 
school staff, including the school 
counselor, five teachers, an assis-
tant principal and the principal. 
Both the district’s attorney, Reyn-
olds, and a California Teachers’ 
Association attorney attended each 
of these staff interviews. Legal bills 
from Reynolds’ firm indicate that 
the district was billed 11.50 hours 
for her time that day and a total of 
nearly 20 hours for that month at a 
rate of $270 per hour.

In a report to Skelly and the school 
board as part of a “Confidential 
Weekly” memo dated Oct. 21, 2011, 
Associate Superintendent Charles 
Young described the Terman inter-
views: “This week our students and 
staff ... were taken away from the 
classroom and their work to address 
and respond to an Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) complaint brought 
against the district on behalf of a 
student last year.” 

Young also reported that the day 
went well. 

“The day was long but the attor-
neys felt like it shed only a positive 
light on the school and our support 
of students. Apparently, students 
shared with investigators how much 
they liked their school. The results 
will be available in January.”

Young’s predictions turned out 
to be wrong. The Office for Civil 
Rights called the district in April 

2012 to let it know the investiga-
tion had concluded and that the 
school had been found in noncom-
pliance. In another memo to the 
school board dated April 9, Young 
described how the district “re-
ceived the Office for Civil Rights’ 
results over spring break. As a re-
sult of the student’s disability, we 
are responsible for corrective ac-
tion related to discrimination and 
creating a hostile learning envi-
ronment. Our attorney is working 
with the Office for Civil Rights 
regarding the corrective actions, 
which are quite lengthy. ... The 
staff at Terman will be disap-
pointed as they felt they did a great 
deal of good work to ameliorate 
the concerns outlined in the par-
ent’s initial complaint.”

Nowhere in this memo does 
Young express concern about the 
student or address how he, the at-
torneys or the school administrators 
could have misgauged the situation 
so completely.

The Office for Civil Rights also 
advised Reynolds in an April 2012 
phone call “that they had found bul-
lying occurred,” according to a Feb. 
21, 2013, email from Skelly to the 
Weekly. Legal bills show Reynolds 
spent 1.6 hours on April 6 telecon-
ferencing with the Office for Civil 
Rights and researching discrimina-
tion issues, and 0.30 hours on April 
9 teleconferencing about “OCR 
draft findings” and resolution agree-
ment. On April 30, she billed three 
hours for time reviewing the draft 
resolution agreement, traveling to 
and from the district office, con-
ferencing about the Office for Civil 

Rights resolution, and teleconfer-
encing with the agency.

The family, too, was notified in 
an email from Ram on April 3: “We 
have completed our investigation ... 
and identified some compliance 
concerns.” 

The next step would be to reach 
an agreement with the district to 
address the compliance issues iden-
tified, the family was told. From 
this time until Dec. 26, 2012, a total 
of nine months, the family did not 
know if or when to expect a result 
that might help their child. Mean-
while, they continued to seek an 
alternate school placement for their 
child through the Individual Educa-
tion Plan process governed by spe-
cial-education laws, as bullying had 
begun occurring at the new middle 
school and the family’s doctors had 
advised a more therapeutic place-
ment for the child, according to the 
family.

It is not clear why it took nine 
months, from April to December, 
for the Office for Civil Rights and 

the district to reach agreement; the 
district staff attributed delay to the 
federal agency’s slow response time. 
In May Reynolds billed about four 
hours for work on the resolution 
agreement and almost no time be-
tween June and October. From Oc-
tober through December, she billed 
about two hours on the matter. 

According to Office for Civil 
Rights 2012 national statistics, 93 
percent of its cases are resolved 
within six months of complaint 
filing; the time to reach resolution 
in this case was well outside the 
norm.

Also unclear is why the district 
did not act to avoid the negative “let-
ter of finding” by opting to resolve 
the case earlier with the Office for 
Civil Rights. Toughing it out to this 
late stage in the proceedings is a 
rare event. According to information 
provided by the U.S. Department 
of Education, of the 1,513 disabil-
ity harassment complaints received 
nationwide over a four-year period 
from 2009-2012, only 15 other pub-
lic school districts (1 percent) waited 
until after the close of investigation 
to reach agreement with the Office 
for Civil Rights, thereby triggering 
a letter of finding. Six of these were 
in California, including Santa Rosa, 
Santa Monica-Malibu, Vallejo, 
Hemet, Chaffey and Palo Alto.

The vast majority of districts 
chose instead to reach agreement 
prior to the close of investigation, 
thus avoiding the letter of finding 
and additional political and legal 
exposure from damaging informa-

How 
often
middle
school
students
are
bullied

48%
1,043 students

9%
192 

students

38%
812 students

7%
149 

students

22%
476 students

2%
50 

students

15%
319 students

3%
61 

students

Source: 2012 Palo Alto 
Reality Check survey of 
students; 2,174 respondents

Bullied at least once
in 12 months

Bullied at least once
a month

(continued on page 24)

verbally socially physically electronically

‘If whatever they are doing 
was working ... the bullying 
would have stopped a long 
time ago.’

—Family of Terman Middle 
School student whose case triggered 

the federal inquiry
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Office for 
Civil Rights: 
Why is it 
there and 
what does 
it do?
Federal law-enforcement 
agency works with school 
districts to eradicate 
discrimination

by Terri Lobdell

T he Office for Civil Rights 
(OCR) is an agency within the 
U.S. Department of Education 

that enforces civil rights laws tied 
to federal funding of schools from 
elementary through post-second-
ary. Congress created the Office 
for Civil Rights in 1966 pursuant 
to passage of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 prohibiting dis-
crimination in public education on 
the basis of race, color and national 
origin.

Congress also passed Title IX in 
1972 (prohibiting sex discrimina-

tion), Section 504 

of the Rehabilitation Act in 1973 
and Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act in 1990 (addressing 
disability discrimination), adding 
enforcement of these laws as well to 
the Office for Civil Rights’ respon-
sibilities.

The agency’s mission is: “To en-
sure equal access to education and 
to promote educational excellence 
throughout the nation through vig-
orous enforcement of civil rights.” 

The Office for Civil Rights’ ba-
sic message is that students cannot 
learn and thrive in school if they 
are being discriminated against. 
And because the federal govern-
ment holds the purse strings, it has 
the power to set and enforce its anti-
discrimination rules.

The Office for Civil Rights’ en-
forcement approach can be affected 
by political winds. With the election 
of a Democratic president in 2008, 
the agency began a period of what 
it called “transformation” and “dra-
matic impact.” In a 2012 report, the 
Office for Civil Rights described its 
renewed focus on outreach, educa-
tion and more efficient handling of 
increased numbers of complaints and 
concluded: “Vigorous enforcement 
is critical to our nation’s long-term 
prosperity: Fulfilling the promise of 
public schools in America helps us 
ensure a competitive workforce and 
maintain America’s standing in the 
global economy.” 

The Office for Civil Rights now 
employs about 600 attorneys, inves-
tigators and support staff, with 12 
regional offices across the country, 
including one in San Francisco. Dur-
ing the fiscal years 2009 to 2012, the 
Office for Civil Rights received 
28,971 complaints 
total, a 24 

percent increase over the previous 
four-year period. More than half of 
the complaints addressed disability 
issues, about one-quarter related to 
Title VI (race or national origin) con-
cerns, and the remaining addressed 
sex and age discrimination.

In processing complaints, the Of-
fice for Civil Rights’ goal is to work 
with the schools to achieve needed 
changes through agreement; it does 
not represent the person filing the 
complaint. Instead its role is that of 
a law enforcement agency. Any for-
malized agreement reached to ad-
dress and correct “compliance con-
cerns” found during an investigation 
is between the district (the “recipi-
ent” of federal funds) and the Office 
for Civil Rights. 

According to Office for Civil 
Rights documents: “The potential 
for benefit of any investigation, be 
it complaint-driven or proactive, 
lies in the resolution. To generate 
the maximum sustained impact in 
each case, OCR collaborates with 
the institution ... to identify policies 
and procedures that need to be re-
vised and training and orientation 
programs that need to be provided 
and to take whatever additional 
steps are necessary to identify and 
address the source of discrimination 
and empower and support the entire 
school ... community to eradicate 
it.” 

Despite the emphasis on collabo-
ration, the Office for Civil Rights’ 
resolution agreements with schools 
now include a standard provi-
sion “clarifying OCR’s 
authority to 

continue monitoring until the insti-
tution is in full compliance with the 
law and to pursue legal enforcement 
if OCR finds noncompliance.” Ac-
cording to the Report to the Presi-
dent, “Monitoring can be brief 
or last for multiple years.” Until a 
school has shown full compliance 
with its agreement, the Office for 
Civil Rights is prepared and au-
thorized to monitor for as long as 
it takes or resort to court action if 
circumstances warrant.

Of the 16,107 complaints received 
during the 2009 to 2012 fiscal years 
related to disability issues, a total of 
1,513 alleged disability harassment. 
According to its 2012 report, and 
as explained in a 2010 “Dear Col-
league Letter” laying out Office for 
Civil Rights policy in this area, “If 
an institution knows or has reason 
to know about student-on-student 
harassment based on race, color, 
national origin, sex or disability, it 
must take immediate and effective 
action to eliminate the harassment, 
prevent its recurrence, and, where 
appropriate, address its effects on 
the harassed student and the school 
community.” (See online sidebar, 
“Discriminatory harassment and 
bullying.”)

The Office for Civil Rights prides 
itself on efficient and timely resolu-
tion of a growing caseload. In 2012, 
it reported that 93 percent of com-
plaints were resolved 
within 180 
days 

of receipt and explained the differ-
ent methods of closing: “Dismissal 
based on lack of jurisdiction, clo-
sure after the parties reach a me-
diated agreement through Early 
Complaint Resolution, or closure 
through a resolution agreement be-
tween the school and OCR, either 
before or after a finding of violation 
by OCR.”

The Office for Civil Rights also 
provides frequent “technical assis-
tance” presentations or support to 
schools or communities; from 2009 
to 2012, it made more than 1,325 
technical-assistance presentations 
to groups across the nation. 

“This enables OCR’s constitu-
ents to learn of their rights and re-
sponsibilities under the civil rights 
laws, thereby improving civil rights 
compliance without the need for en-
forcement activity,” according to the 
agency. 

On the evening of May 16, 2013, 
the Office for Civil Rights made a 
two-hour presentation to the Palo 
Alto community at Ohlone Elemen-
tary School, entitled “Know Your 
Rights,” sponsored by several parent 
groups. The district initially agreed 
to sponsor the event but later pulled 
out of that agreement due to fears 
that the event would generate more 
complaints, according to emails be-
tween the Weekly and Superinten-
dent Kevin Skelly. The PTA Council 
also declined to sponsor the event.

To protect the privacy and indepen-
dence of its process in addressing is-
sues with individual complainants and 
school districts, the Office for Civil 
Rights staff does not respond to any 
direct press inquiries. Press questions 
are handled instead through a U.S. 
Department of Education spokes-
man, who provides  limited informa-
tion about Office for Civil Rights’ 
activities and nothing about ongoing 
investigations, except to confirm the 
existence of an investigation and the 
type of discrimination alleged. 

Sources: U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation publication by the Office 
for Civil Rights entitled “Report to 
the President and Secretary of Edu-
cation for FY 2009-2012”; and the 
Office for Civil Rights website.

The federal 
Office for Civil 

Rights has a 
regional office in 
San Francisco in 

this building.
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tion the letter might contain. Why 
the district did not do that in this 
case, as it did in two other Office 
for Civil Rights cases it resolved in 
2012 (see sidebar, “Catalog of sev-
en complaints”), remains an unan-
swered question. Neither Skelly nor 
the district attorneys will comment, 
and the school board members seem 
unaware.

When Reynolds spoke at the Feb. 
26 board meeting, she incorrectly 
said that early resolution would 
have required the complainant’s 
consent, implying that the student’s 
family may have stood in the way 
of an early settlement. The Office 
for Civil Rights “Case Processing 
Manual” clearly contradicts this: “A 
complaint may be resolved at any 
time when, before the conclusion of 
an investigation, the recipient ex-
presses an interest in resolving the 
complaint.” This point was made at 
the meeting by We Can Do Better 
leader Ken Dauber and others and 
included in the Weekly’s editorial 
after the meeting. 

In a May 6 email, at the request of 
an unnamed board member, Skelly 
confirmed this understanding in a 
report he made to the school board 
on his conversation with Office for 
Civil Rights Acting Chief Attorney 
Gayle Sakowski. 

“Districts can offer to resolve is-
sues and OCR complaints at any 
time after the case is open. This 
process is open and if the district 
wants to resolve present cases they 
should contact the person handling 
the complaint. If district does not 
think it is at fault that’s a decision 
they can make in terms of the pro-
cess,” Skelly wrote. 

If the district does not think it is 
at fault, in other words, it can take 
the gamble that the Office for Civil 
Rights letter of finding will be in its 
favor. It appears this may have been 
the motivation for waiting it out in 
this case, although the basis for that 
decision is likely to remain confi-
dential due to the attorney-client 
privilege afforded communications 
between Skelly and Reynolds.

Also unclear is why the district 
delayed so long in agreeing to a 
new school placement for the stu-
dent involved, despite learning in 
April 2012 about the Office for Civil 
Rights’ determination that bullying 
and civil rights violations had oc-
curred. During the time from April 
2012 to February 2013, according 
to the family, the district repeatedly 
refused to agree to an alternate pri-
vate therapeutic setting despite sev-
eral doctors’ assessments that such 
placement was called for. 

According to the family, the school 
continued to recommend that the 
student stay at the same school and 
in the same classroom. The family 
and their doctors believed this had 
not been working for the child in 
the past, and with increasing men-
tal health issues, would not work in 
the future. Towards the end of 2012, 
the district appeared to agree that 
the student could no longer attend 
the school and provided intermit-
tent home tutoring. Still there was 

no agreement to an alternate private 
placement; at this point, the doctors 
recommended a residential facility, 
according to the family.

The district cannot provide infor-
mation to the Weekly about its deci-
sions about the student’s placement 
due to legal constraints in disclosing 
confidential student information.

But just six days after the Weekly 
first published the Office for Civil 
Rights report, on Feb. 13, Skelly fi-
nally agreed to a residential facility 
placement for the student. 

Case resonates 
with other Palo 
Alto families

T he shadow cast on the district 
by the events connected to this 
case trouble many in the com-

munity. The Office for Civil Rights 
report revealed disturbingly painful 
details about the usually under-the-
radar realities of a school’s investi-
gation and response to the bullying 
of a disabled student.

Many parents and students have 
shared their stories of bullying or 
harassment experiences with the 
Weekly and with school board 
members. 

“The stories I’ve heard outside 
of this board meeting and tonight 
of childhood pain has been gut-
wrenching, no question about it,” 
said Tom at the end of the Feb. 12 
board meeting.

The stories told to the Weekly run 
the gamut from positive resolutions 
to heartbreaking unresolved con-
flict, with the issue of trust between 
the parents and the school employ-
ees, and whether it broke down or 
held, often a decisive factor in how 
the parents and students ultimately 
view the outcome achieved.

Where the problem has been re-
solved positively, the need for a 
different system of procedures and 
oversight has not been felt. But 
when relationships go sour between 
parents and school, and the adults 
cannot get the help they need to sort 
it out, as occurred in the case at Ter-
man, the systemic problems exposed 
can seem significant.

Several parents told the Weekly 
and the school board that they saw 
their own story in the Office for 
Civil Rights report. 

“The Office for Civil Rights case 
... resonates with many in our com-
munity as it mirrors elements of 
their child’s experiences at school 
and the parent’s inability to effect 
remedies from site administration,” 
wrote the PASS parent co-chairs.

Trish Davis, a Palo Alto parent and 
tax attorney, reflected the thoughts 
of many interviewed by the Weekly 
in her statement at the March 12 
board meeting: “Since moving here 
in 2010, I have definitely learned 
that there are insiders and outsid-
ers, and there are those who bully 
and those who are bullied. I’m an 
outsider and I really don’t like bul-
lies. I’ve followed with interest the 
articles ... about the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights, the district’s handling of the 
entire episode and the failure of the 

Advice 
to parents 
of a targeted 
child 

The Weekly asked Holly Ped-
ersen, a marriage and family 
therapist with a specialty in bul-
lying prevention, intervention and 
treatment, to talk about how she 
directs a parent whose child is be-
ing bullied or harassed. An edited 
transcription of her interview is 
published here.

Pedersen is also director of the 
nonprofit Parents Place’s bullying 
prevention programs. 

A s a clinician I do have par-
ents contact me because 
their child has been bullied, 
so I have worked clinically 

with the child as well as with the 
parents in terms of coaching them 
with the school. And the first 
thing I tell parents is to really try 
to approach the school as much as 
possible — and this is very hard to 
do, and I recognize that — from a 
non-emotionally reactive place. To 
come to the school with a descrip-
tion of what happened per their 
child’s report and also with an 
understanding that their child is 
giving one piece of the puzzle — 
which doesn’t mean they shouldn’t 
believe their child because one of 
the things that is most healing for 
children who have been bullied 
is to get to tell their story and to 
have it validated and believed by 
another human being. 

So (when parents) come into the 
school and say, “Here’s what my 
child is reporting, and here’s how 
it’s impacting him or her emotion-
ally, and here’s how it’s impact-
ing them in terms of their ability 
to participate in school, in their 
learning and social activities.” ... 
It’s a way to approach the collab-
orative process without a finger-
pointing at the school. 

I also then encourage the parent 
and the child, prior to approaching 
the school, particularly if the child 
is older than  8, to come up with 
a plan themselves for what they 
would like to see happen or what 
they need to see happen at school. 
Does the child need to feel like 
there’s more adult supervision? 
Does the child need to feel more 
separation between themselves 
and the other child? Are they sit-
ting at the same table together? ... 
Does a class need to be changed 
— does something that drastic 
need to happen? ...

And the reason why I involve 
the child in that process is that 
children who are targeted feel 
disempowered and helpless, and 
if they can be part of the solution 
and problem-solve and say, “This 
is what I need,” it gives them a 
little bit of their control back, a 

little bit of their power back. And 
I say about 8 and up because those 
are the ages where I have seen 
kids really able to engage in that 
process. 

(Parents need) to come to the 
meeting (with the school), in other 
words, prepared — prepared with 
the information that the child has 
given to the parent and very much 
focusing on what that child needs 
versus focusing on what’s go-
ing to happen to the other child. 
Many times parents will say, “I 
want that child expelled. I want 
that child suspended. I want that 
child punished.” I think their first 
job is to make sure that the child 
who has been bullied feels safe, 
feels comfortable and is able to 
benefit from their education.

I also advise parents about what 
is realistic and what is unrealis-
tic in terms of expectations, so I 
think unless there’s a real egre-
gious, dangerous (physically or 
a very emotionally harmful) act 
that has been done, it’s probably 
unrealistic to have the school 
automatically suspend the other 
student. It’s definitely unrealis-
tic unless it’s warranted by the 
severity of the act to have them 
expelled, so instead, (have the) 
parent try to think about (how) 
to keep their child safe while still 
having the other child attend the 
school. 

Parents of children who have 
been targeted want to make sure 
that the other child is getting 
some kind of (they usually want 

punishment, but I try to re-frame 
that as) discipline and coaching. 
Punishment is fear-based — it’s 
delivering an outcome to create 
fear — whereas discipline is an 
act that’s intended to teach and to 
change. To help the parent of the 
child being targeted to understand 
really what you want to have hap-
pen is for the school to help that 
other child change their behavior, 
so they don’t keep doing this not 
only to your child but to another 
child. I advise parents that they 
certainly have the right to say to 
the school that “We want to make 
sure that the other child has some 
kind of coaching” and (to be re-
assured) that behavioral coaching 
and discipline is happening with 
the other child. 

Schools will often say, “It’s 
confidential, it’s not your busi-
ness,” but I’d say that all you 
need to know as the other par-
ents is that something is happen-
ing. ... I think the school (staff) 
who have an understanding about 
what bullying is, and the best 
way of intervening, will tell the 
other parent: “Don’t worry, we’re 
working with the other student; 
we of course can’t tell you the de-
tails of that, but we want you to 
know that we’re absolutely taking 
this seriously.” ...

I think sometimes schools get 
understandably defensive, so their 
immediate response is, “Oh, I 
need to protect the confidentiality 
of the other student.” But this isn’t 
about confidentiality. You’re not 
revealing the details of the con-
versation; you’re just saying, “We 
are taking care of this, because it’s 
important.” ...

Backing way up, I think one of 
the first things that parents can do 
prior to even having the meeting 
with the school is to ask the school: 
What is your bullying prevention 
and reporting policy? And to make 
sure the school is following that. 
In my experience, these policies 
are more a kind of a mission state-
ment than a procedure. So often 
what I will urge parents to do is 
to ask more about ... the reporting 
procedures, the follow-up proce-
dures. What’s the procedure with 
the child who has been targeted, 
and what’s the procedure with the 
child who is bullying? 

Holly Pedersen, a marriage and family therapist who specializes in 
bullying issues, is also director of bullying-prevention programs at 
Parents Place.

Shadows
(continued from page 22)
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‘What you want to have 
happen is for the school 
to help that other child 
change their behavior so 
they don’t keep doing this 
not only to your child but 
to another child.’
—Holly Pedersen, bullying-prevention 

program director, Parents Place
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many responsible adults involved in 
this horrifying story of years-long 
bullying of a disabled child, another 
outsider to a point where the child 
had to be removed from school to 
prevent further emotional and physi-
cal harm. I’ve heard other parents’ 
heartbreaking stories of bullying 
and the district and their frustra-
tion and pain of being told that their 
children were the problem. ... I’ve 
witnessed how those who speak up 
on behalf of all of these groups of 
outsiders, advocates who think it’s 
unacceptable that the district fails 
to meet the needs of many of the 
children that it serves, are told to sit 
down and shut up because they’re 
making the district look bad. ... 
Advocates for the students in this 
district are not making this district 
look bad. The leadership in this dis-
trict is making the district look bad. 
My question is: Will you continue to 
serve the hear-no-evil, see-no-evil 
crowd by continuing to sweep the 
district’s malfeasance under the rug, 
or will you finally serve the public 
interest by providing transparency 
and accountability?”

As Davis articulated, and others 
interviewed by the Weekly also re-
port, those who do not fare well in 
the school complaint process often 
are the have-nots, the disempow-
ered, the outsiders, the minorities, 
the limited-English speakers, or the 
disabled. Others have more success 

in navigating relationships with 
school officials over complaint is-
sues, and the outsiders know it.

At the same time, many of these 
same “outsiders” see PTA leaders, 
large donors, site council members, 
PiE board members, the well-con-
nected and highly resourced as hav-
ing greater influence. A strong per-
ception of advantage for some above 
others exists for many in the school 
community, as described by numer-
ous parents and teens in Weekly in-
terviews, although evidence of that 
advantage is anecdotal only and dis-
puted by others.

Concerned “outsider” parents at 
times will approach a PTA leader 
or other influential school parent for 
advice on how best to approach the 
school, fearing it a risky move with-
out “inside” guidance, according to 
accounts by both those asking and 
those asked. Those “in the know” 
can help get the best results, it is be-
lieved by some. These more knowl-
edgeable parents also at times find 
themselves in the position of “great 
confessor,” as one parent described 
it, as parents of children facing bul-
lying dilemmas often need a sym-
pathetic ear. 

At times the help of an “insider” 
will make a difference in how the 
process proceeds, just as hiring a 
professional counselor can help (see 
sidebar, “Advice to parents of a tar-
geted child”). For the uninitiated, 

the guidance of someone familiar 
with both the territory and the play-
ers can build confidence, reduce 
fears and prevent missteps.

The PASS parent leaders also 
addressed this issue of advantage 
in their letter to the board: “It 
(shouldn’t) appear as though being 
from an ‘outsider’ group disquali-
fies you from effective resolution of 
a bullying/harassment complaint. 
This is a huge part of the message 

conveyed in the mishandling of the 
OCR-investigated case and some of 
the actions and statements since be-
ing made public.”

This is not easy work for the 
schools or the parents. Dealing 
with bullying involves complex so-
cial dynamics, abundant legal issues 
(jurisdiction, discipline and civil 
rights laws, among others) and of-
ten highly charged emotions, posing 
huge challenges and burdens for ev-

eryone trying to navigate their way 
through it. When conflict erupts be-
tween adults as they strive to resolve 
issues, the resulting interactions can 
be as difficult to untangle as the un-
derlying bullying situation itself, 
adding further to the complexity 
and impact.

“The effects of mismanagement 
of a bullying/harassment complaint 
can make a bad situation much 
worse,” wrote the PASS parent lead-

The Safe and Welcoming Schools committee of the Palo Alto Unified School District held its final meeting this 
week. The task force was formed to identify strategies to enhance social-emotional programs and a procedure 
for reporting and investigating bullying. 
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How often 
does bullying 
happen in 
Palo Alto?
Tracking an elusive number 

by Terri Lobdell

“If someone says bullying is not 
a problem in Palo Alto, I’d say: You 
need to look again,” said Juliet Mel-
amid, a marriage and family thera-
pist and former director of FriendS-
marts, a psycho-social treatment 
program for school-age children 
and teens located in Palo Alto. In 
the 12 years she ran the program, 
before moving to New York a year 
ago, Melamid saw an average of 60 
children per week from Palo Alto 
and nearby communities in social-
skills groups that ran for 12-week 
sessions.

“Most of the kids coming into 
FriendSmarts dealt with some as-
pect of bullying,” Melamid said. 
It affected every age in all varia-
tions, ranging from serious and 
everyday to less obvious and less 
frequent but still an issue. It was a 
“pervasive problem” with the stu-
dents she worked with. For the kids 
who experienced it, bullying was 
“everything from excruciatingly 
painful to slightly damaging.” In-

cidents Melamid remembered from 
the past few years included being 
locked in the bathroom, hit over the 
head with a lunch tray, picked on, 
teased or excluded in mean ways. 

Melamid had high praise for how 
the Palo Alto schools generally 
dealt with these issues, experienc-
ing school professionals as “good 
partners with parents.” The middle 
school staff, she said, was particu-
larly vigilant and caring: “really on 
top of things.”

Other local counseling services 
have observed bullying issues with 
Palo Alto students as well. Adoles-
cent Counseling Services (ACS) 
Executive Director Philippe Rey 
told the Weekly that students are 
generally referred to his nonprofit 
for issues other than bullying (act-
ing out, isolating themselves so-
cially, excessive absences, falling 
grades, depression, etc.), and then 
in the course of therapy, bullying 
experiences can emerge as underly-
ing issues. 

Adolescent Counseling Services 
counselors interviewed agreed 
that while it is impossible to know 
from their vantage point the overall 
number of those bullied within the 
broader school population, they see 
the problem and its impacts often 
enough to view it as a serious is-
sue.  

According to Liz Schoeben, ex-
ecutive director of CASSY (Coun-
seling and Support Services for 
Youth), which currently serves 
six Palo Alto elementary schools, 
peer issues (including bullying) 
top the list of concerns among 
students who saw CASSY’s on-
campus mental health counselors 

during the 2011-12 school year. 
In CASSY’s annual report to the 
Palo Alto Unified School District, 
the “presenting issue” for 44 per-
cent of the children seen was ei-
ther “peer relationships” or “social 
skills.” Schoeben estimates that at 
least half of the peer relationship 
cases (26 percent) involve bullying 
dynamics and that those needing 
support for social skills (18 percent) 
frequently are involved in bullying 
dynamics as well.

Most experts in the commu-
nity — educators, psychologists 
and parent leaders steeped in the 
issue — estimate that the overall 
incidence of bullying and harass-
ment in Palo Alto is about average 
or somewhat below that of other 
communities, although most are 
reluctant to put a number on it. 

Erica Pelavin and Gloria 
Moskowitz-Sweet, bullying-pre-
vention educators and founders of 
Digital Tat2, said that bullying in 
Palo Alto tends to be more subtle 
and thus may be harder to detect. 

“In a politically correct environ-
ment, where we feel as if we can’t 
have racism, or we can’t have ho-
mophobia, those go underground,” 
Moskowitz-Sweet said. It’s less 
likely to be said out loud but it 
turns up online.

Physical bullying, the most obvi-
ous, clear-cut form, is encountered 
at much lower rates in Palo Alto, 
experts agree.

“In terms of the prevalence of 
bullying in Palo Alto, I would say 
that it is probably comparable, 
if not a bit lower, than bullying 
within other communities,” Par-
ents Place psychologist and bul-

lying prevention program director 
Holly Pedersen wrote in an e-mail 
to the Weekly. “ While the num-
bers in the research are all over the 
map depending on the study, the 
larger and more reputable studies 
on bullying have found that about 
30 percent of kids are involved in 
bullying — about 13-15 percent as 
the children who bully, about 10 
percent as the targets and the re-
maining 5-7 percent being involved 
both as the bullying child and the 
target.” 

Palo Alto school district staff 
cites student surveys as an impor-
tant indicator of low bullying rates 
in Palo Alto. One of the surveys, 
called Palo Alto Reality Check 
(PARC), is administered to all the 
middle schools each fall. District 
summaries of Reality Check data 
feature unusually low bullying 
rates; however, this is due in part 
to the fact that the district analysis 
uses the narrowest and most serious 
category of bullying, that which oc-
curs once a week or more during 
the past 12 months. Other data for 
less frequent bullying is collected 
in the survey but is generally not 
included in the district’s presenta-
tions of the data.

Several of the Reality Check 
survey questions allow students to 
indicate if they have not been bul-
lied at all during the past year. For 
2011 and 2012, this data shows that 
between 50 and 60 percent of stu-
dents fall into that category, with 
the rest reporting bullying some-
where along the frequency spec-
trum. In addition, about 40 percent 
report that they have never seen a 
student being bullied, indicating 

that about 60 percent have experi-
enced the role of bystander.

A Weekly analysis of the Reality 
Check data obtained from the school 
district shows that of the 2,174 Palo 
Alto middle school students sur-
veyed in fall 2012 who were asked 
about being bullied once or twice 
(or more) in the past 12 months, a 
total of 48 percent reported verbal 
bullying; 38 percent social bullying; 
22 percent physical bullying; and 15 
percent electronic bullying. (See bar 
graph on page 22.)

A multitude of other Palo Alto 
survey data is available, including 
the California Healthy Kids Sur-
vey, the Sources of Strength survey 
(Gunn High School students only) 
and the Developmental Assets sur-
vey, all of which can be analyzed to 
conclude that Palo Alto falls some-
where on the scale from low to av-
erage in terms of its bullying rates, 
depending on how data is defined, 
selected and interpreted, and what 
it is compared to.

The district currently provides no 
guidance on how documentation of 
bullying or harassment incidents at 
the middle and high schools should 
be kept, although that may be 
changing along with other policies 
and practices in the wake of the re-
cent Office for Civil Rights report, 
according to district staff. Also, the 
district is planning to look at “ways 
to formalize collection of data at 
the elementary school level,” Car-
rillo said. “We think that’s really 
important.” 

Editor’s note: An expanded 
version of this story appears on 
PaloAltoOnline.com.

 Page 25



Cover Story

ers. Many other parents and teens 
interviewed for this article agreed.

Tales of “nightmare” Palo Alto 
parents, overly aggressive and enti-
tled, are legend, and many are quick 
to blame these over-the-top parents 
for conflicts with school officials. 
However, principals interviewed by 
the Weekly generally spoke well 
of parents “as partners” working 
through these issues with schools. 

“Parents have been reasonable 
and never out of line,” Addison El-
ementary School Principal Jocelyn 
Garcia-Thome said. This also in-
cludes parents of children alleged 
to have bullied. 

“Ninety-eight percent of the time, 
parents want to see their kids held 
accountable when they make mis-
takes,” Trinity Klein, the assistant 
principal at Gunn, told the Weekly. 
The legendary “nightmare” parents 
do exist, and certainly can make life 
miserable for school officials, but 
they do not appear to be the norm. 

Unlike the “nightmare” parents, 
there are also many parents who 
suffer in silence (as do many chil-
dren who do not report bullying or 
harassment), and based on Weekly 
interviews with many of them, their 
numbers and fears are legion. They 
worry that any complaint will not be 
taken well and possibly harm them 
or their child. They can’t imagine 
what events might be set in motion 
once they complain, and they fear 
loss of control, exposure and re-
taliation. They’re afraid to rock the 
boat. They don’t want to be branded 
as troublemakers. One parent who 
moved to Palo Alto recently said:”I 
don’t understand the stigma attached 
to making a complaint around here, 
but it is certainly there.” 

Many parents interviewed felt 
it was important to acknowledge, 
without shame, that a problem ex-
ists: Bullying does happen, and 
clear procedures for investigation 
and resolution of complaints are 
needed. 

“Palo Alto is not ‘too special’ to 
have a bullying problem,” one parent 
said. (See page 25 sidebar, “How 
often does bullying happen?”)

As it now stands, the district is 
working towards compliance with 
two resolution agreements and faces 
three new federal investigations. It 
is moving to create more leadership, 
training, consistency and account-
ability across all schools in address-
ing bullying and harassment issues. It 
is navigating new territory and trying 
to support its schools in the process. 
As Skelly has said several times since 
February: “We want to get it right.”

In May, the district launched a 
new “Safe and Welcoming Schools” 
program and appointed a task force 
(with 21 members made up of 17 
school employees and 4 parents) 
with the goal of helping “identify 
strategies and actions that will en-
hance student social-emotional pro-
grams and efforts.” Included in the 
task force’s objectives was the goal 
of ensuring “that all employees, stu-
dents and parents understand behav-
ior expectations ... and the processes 
for reporting and examining student 
needs and how to access assistance 
when they witness or are a victim of 
bullying.”

Skelly’s May 17 letter announcing 
this initiative said: “This summer, 
the task force will evaluate a wide 

range of resources that teach and 
complement lessons on character, 
acceptance, compassion and inclu-
sion. It will also develop resources 
that will clearly outline the process 
for reporting bullying and the steps 
that the district will take to inves-
tigate these matters and then take 
appropriate action. 

The task force held its last of three 
meetings on June 10 and reviewed 
its draft recommendations, which 
will be edited and posted in final 
form on the district’s website, ac-

cording to Carrillo. One of the chief 
recommendations is the formation 
this fall of a “permanent advisory 
committee” to monitor schools’ 
anti-bullying and anti-harassment 
efforts and possibly serve as a venue 
for reporting incidents.

The recommendations go next to 
the district’s “internal leadership 
team” consisting of district officials 
and the K-12 principals, Carrillo 
said. They will decide how best to 
prioritize and proceed on the rec-
ommendations. The board will be 
updated on progress, probably in the 
fall, Carrillo said.

Skelly characterized the forma-
tion of this Safe and Welcoming 
Schools program as part of the dis-
trict’s plan moving forward from 
lessons learned in the past months. 
According to a board presentation 
by Young on May 7, the key district 
take-aways from the Office for Civil 
Rights report include recognizing 
the importance of:

and at the district responsible for 
bullying and disability harassment, 

clearly identified and articulated to 
staff, parents and students 

consistently the steps taken at each 
school in any situation involving 
bullying or disability harassment 

-
mediate response when bullying or 
harassment situations arise, includ-
ing taking care to talk with all wit-
nesses (including bystanders)

-
dates and monitoring, to make sure 
there is follow-up with staff, that 
staff is all on the same page with 
any incident, and that there is also 
follow-up with all students involved, 
including bystander witnesses

-
ing and disability-based harassment 
so that everyone understands it in the 
same way and responds to it in a con-
sistent manner across the schools

anti-bullying efforts, including 
implementation of evidence-based 
programs and getting consistency 
around that effort.

As the district, schools, parents 
and community move forward to 
grapple with these issues and take 
steps to make schools safer and 
more supportive for all, there are 
also those who want to remind the 
community to remember the dis-
abled child and family at the center 
of the Office for Civil Rights report. 
It was their courageous decision to 
share their painful struggle with the 
public that caused these issues to 
come to light.

“Other people in this district get 
to keep their lives intact,” one school 
leader and parent of a disabled stu-
dent said. “We’re talking about real 
children and real families, and we 
can’t lose sight of that fact in the 
middle of these conversations.” 

Terri Lobdell is a freelance writer 
and is married to Palo Alto Weekly 
Publisher Bill Johnson. She can 
be emailed at terri.lobdell@gmail.
com. 

What  
civil-rights 
investigators 
found at 
Terman
Report: The school failed  
to end the harassment
Editor’s note: The following is a con-
densed summary of the findings and 
conclusions contained in the Office 
for Civil Rights report concerning the 
Terman Middle School student.

To protect privacy, the student whose 
family filed the complaint is referred to 
as “the Student,” without gender iden-
tification, throughout this summary of 
the federal report’s findings.

T he Student had a speech and 
language impairment that 
affected interactions with 

peers, including ability to process 
language quickly and perceive 
social cues correctly from other 
students. The Student was receiv-
ing special education and related 
services.

The problems with peer harass-
ment began in elementary school 
and continued at Terman Middle 
School starting in the fall of 
2012. Multiple students described 
a game they called “(the Student) 
touch.” The game was played 
with both the Student and another 
disabled student (like a game of 
“cooties”).

Many students told the Office for 
Civil Rights that they consistently 
tried to avoid the Student, that a 
lot of people bullied the Student 

and called the Student names like 
“stupid,” “slow,” “annoying,” and 
worse. Classmates said, “If you’re 
hanging out with (the Student), 
you’re a loser too.”

Several students told the Office 
for Civil Rights that they had never 
said anything to school staff about 
the Student being bullied because 
they were worried about being ac-
cused of being a snitch.

Five staff members told the Of-
fice for Civil Rights that the Stu-
dent had approached them during 
the year to report that classmates 
were picking on the Student. In one 
instance, counselor notes showed 
that the Student hit and kicked 
another student after the other stu-
dent and two peers were allegedly 
picking on the Student. The Stu-
dent identified the harassers, and 
the counselor met with them for 
conflict resolution, the outcome of 
which was an agreement to avoid 
each other.

At the end of March 2011, the 
Student was punched in the face 
after an argument with another 
student. The counselor met with 
the two students, and they “agreed 
to stay away from each other.” 

The family emailed the school 
that a girl in the class had told the 
Student that everyone hated the 
Student, and that therefore she had 
to hate the Student too, and then 
tried to kick the Student, but the 
Student got away. The Student told 
school officials that classmates 
said things like, “Everyone hates 
you because you’re different, so 
why don’t you just go away.” The 
Student became afraid to go back 
to school due to the level of peer 
hate expressed, and the family 
requested an aide to support the 
Student.

The resource specialist emailed 
the district about the request for an 
aide due to the Student’s reports of 
bullying. The district said that spe-
cial education would not furnish an 
aide to the Student because “bul-
lying is each site’s responsibility.” 
The district advised the school 

staff “to work this one out outside 
the IEP (Individual Education 
Plan).”

By May 2011, as bullying con-
tinued, the family informed the 
school that they had decided to 
keep the Student home due to 
depression and anxiety and the 
Student’s fear of being exposed to 
kids making fun and name-calling. 
This decision was based also on the 
Student’s doctor’s advice that “It 
does not make sense to take (the 
student) to school to be bullied.” 
The family requested a transfer to 
another school, which was granted. 
The Student began attending an-
other middle school the next fall. 
In early 2012, the Student began 
to receive extensive mental health 
treatment.

Terman did not take any disci-
plinary action towards students 
who engaged in harassment of the 
Student. The stay-away agreements 
were not effective in stopping the 
harassment.

The assistant principal told the 
Office for Civil Rights that the 
school would have done more if 
only it had received the names of 
harassers from the Student. How-
ever, the federal agency found the 
counselor’s notes contained many 
names of students alleged to have 
harassed, along with descriptions 
of the incidents. In addition, the 
family’s e-mails identified stu-
dents alleged to have harassed the 
Student.

Terman Principal Katherine 
Baker disputed that any harass-
ment had occurred, saying: “It 
was always different kids. If it’s the 
same kids, then it’s harassment.” 
Baker also cited the Student’s own 
unskilled social behavior as con-
tributing to the harassment. Both 
of these assertions showed a lack 
of understanding of the law.

None of the school employees 
described receiving training that 
addressed harassment based on 
disability. Baker told the Office 
for Civil Rights investigators that 
the staff was very “sophisticated” 

and “didn’t need disability aware-
ness” training.

The investigators found that the 
school did not conduct any orga-
nized inquiry into the reports of 
harassment, that each staff mem-
ber was “left to her own devices” 
to respond to new information 
received, and that there was no 
single person designated to inves-
tigate. No structured approach was 
taken to interviewing students, and 
records weren’t kept of the inter-
views. There was no analysis made 
about whether the harassment was 
based on disability or whether 
a hostile environment had been 
created, as required by law. The 
school’s handbook made no ref-
erence to disability-based harass-
ment or procedures for resolving 
complaints about it.

The investigators concluded 
that the school failed to respond 
promptly and effectively to ample 
notice that the Student was be-
ing subjected to peer harassment 
based on disability. The school’s 
response was not reasonably cal-
culated to end the harassment, pre-
vent it from recurring, or eliminate 
the effects of the hostile environ-
ment on the Student. The Office 
for Civil Rights concluded that 
the school did not comply with 
the law.

The investigators also found that 
many students had biases about 
students with disabilities and had 
never received any instruction 
about how to interact with these 
students. Many students perceived 
disabled students as “weird,” dis-
ruptive in class and a burden to 
work with on a group project. Oth-
ers mentioned a student who stut-
tered and students who read slowly 
and how they were annoying and 
wasting class time with their slow 
behaviors. 

Summary prepared 
 by Terri Lobdell.

Source: Office for Civil Rights’ 
“Letter of Finding” dated Dec. 

26, 2012, in Case No. 09-11-1337

About the cover:  
Design by Shannon Corey

‘The effects of 
mismanagement of a 
bullying/harassment 
complaint can make a bad 
situation much worse.’

—Parent leaders of PASS (Parent  
Advocates for Student Success)
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

W illiam Byron Webster is used 
to talking to newspapers. He’s 
been a community activist in 
his city of East Palo Alto for 

25 years. Toss him a question about parcel 
taxes or affordable housing, and he’s on it.

So it might surprise a local reporter to 
hear Webster speaking just as authoritative-
ly about ariosi and “Der Rosenkavalier.” As 
it happens, Webster has been writing operas 
for decades. And here’s what surprises him: 
His chamber-opera version of the fairy tale 
“The Little Match Girl” is about to have its 
world premiere, in Paris.

Talking to the Weekly last week, Webster 
was about to leave for France, and he still 
couldn’t fathom that his 40-year-old opera 
was about to be performed for the first time 
— in Europe, no less. “When June 20 passes 
and the event takes place, it will become a 
candidate for ‘Ripley’s Believe It Or Not,’” 
he said, beaming.

On June 20, his version of the Hans Chris-
tian Andersen fairy tale will be performed 
in the grand Town Hall of the seventh ar-
rondissement. The work, which he describes 
as melodic, “traditional” and “accessible,” 
will be sung in English by two French art-
ists: soprano Anne-Chantal Carrière as the 
Little Match Girl and mezzo-soprano Véro-
nique Bauer as the Grandmother. Gilles Ni-
colas will accompany them on piano. This is 
a rare premiere by an American composer in 
the City of Light, and the first trip to France 
for Webster. The writer is clearly gratified 
and thrilled.

The event grew out of Webster’s longtime 
friendship with Roger Dickinson-Brown, an 
American poet and writer who now lives 
near Paris. Dickinson-Brown has versions 
of the opera on cassettes and CDs, and is a 
great admirer of the work. His son Adrian 
Harrington Brown is producing the June 20 
production, and found the musicians and ar-
ranged the hall.

“This chamber opera, requiring as few 
as two musicians, starts out striking and 
beautiful and then grows on you. It is a little 
masterpiece,” Dickinson-Brown wrote in an 

email to the Weekly. “The final duet is some 
of the most moving music I’ve heard from 
our times.”

That’s apropos for a tragic fairy tale 
that depicts a desperately poor girl selling 
matches in the street on a freezing New 
Year’s Eve. When she sees a vision of her 
grandmother, Webster’s opera has her sing-
ing: “You will vanish like the warm fire, 
the goose, and the great, glorious Christ-
mas tree. But I’ll never, ever let you go!” 
Grandmother responds, “There no cold, no 
hunger nor care is found, We’ll ascend to 
the Kingdom of Love’s reign, We shall be 
with God.”

Webster met Dickinson-Brown at Stan-
ford, in the days when Dickinson-Brown 
was studying with the late poet Yvor Win-
ters. Webster’s own roots also run deep 
in this area. He grew up in Palo Alto and 
holds three Stanford degrees: a bachelor’s 
in music, a master’s in German studies and 
a doctorate in German studies. Today he’s 
an administrator in the department of aero-
nautics and astronautics.

In East Palo Alto, where he’s lived for 40 
years, Webster has been on the city’s Rent 
Stabilization Board for two decades. His 
other volunteer efforts include serving on 
the Measure C parcel-tax committee and 
being a co-founder of the affordable-hous-
ing nonprofit EPA CAN DO.

In an interview, Webster is gregarious, 
articulate and precise, often remembering 
specific dates seemingly without effort. One 
stands out: Dec. 22, 1973. That’s the day he 
started writing “The Little Match Girl.”

At the time, Webster was teaching modern 
and classical languages at the University of 
Wyoming in Laramie. He was sitting in his 
office writing an article on Thomas Mann 
and Arthur Schopenhauer when his depart-
ment head knocked at the door. The news 
was bad. Due to a shortage of freshmen, the 
university was cutting back, and the head 
informed Webster that his contract was not 
being renewed.

“I thought maybe I’d take the opportunity 
to do something different,” Webster said. 

Match girl in the city of light
An opera buff since his early years, Webster 
decided to write his own, “addressing one of 
the great problems of opera”: the high cost 
of putting up a quality production.

He had a background in literature and 
a love for folklore, and “The Little Match 
Girl” was a natural fit. It all takes place on 
one bleak corner, making scenery easy. As 
for the costumes, they could be made from 
raggedy castoffs. “You don’t even need to 
rent a hall. You could do it on a street,” he 
said. “In a way, it’s the perfect opera.”

Webster wrote from Dec. 22, 1973, to 
Dec. 22, 1975, creating an opera that could 
be performed as one act or divided into two. 
But then he never took it to the stage. “Look-
ing back, I think I could have produced it 
over the years for a few hundred dollars. But 
I suffered delusions of grandeur.”

As Webster waited for the right situa-
tion to stage “The Little Match Girl,” his 

life evolved. Back in California, he be-
came involved in East Palo Alto issues. He 
wrote another opera, a version of “Cyrano 
de Bergerac.” He spent time in Grass Val-
ley working on still another opera, which 
would have been about the life of notorious 
19th-century dancer and actress Lola Mon-
tez, who had owned a home in the foothills 
town.

Lola didn’t pan out, but the little match 
girl did. Webster had a studio recording 
made of his fairytale opera and sent it to 
Roger Dickinson-Brown. The rest is history. 
And when the fairytale takes the stage in 
Paris later this month, the little match girl 
will take a treasured place in Webster’s own 
history. 

Info: For more about William Webster, his op-
eras and the June 20 premiere, go to thelittle-
matchgirlopera.com.

Veronica W
eber

William Webster started writing his chamber opera “The Little Match Girl” 40 years 
ago. Now he’s in Paris for the world premiere.

Local composer William Webster has a surprise premiere of his fairytale opera, in Paris

by Rebecca Wallace
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Wild, wacky and wonderful
Colman Domingo’s ‘Wild With Happy’ is a success once more at TheatreWorks

by Jeanie K. Smith

Gil (Colman Domingo, left) remembers a phone call with his late 
mother, Adelaide (Sharon Washington, right), in “Wild With Happy.”

C olman Domingo, playwright 
and actor for TheatreWorks’ 
latest show, is a bit of a na-

tive son, having done a fair amount 
of acting locally before making his 
way on Broadway and film. He re-
turns to us in his most recent work, 
“Wild With Happy,” a play that was 
a hit at TheatreWorks’ New Works 
Festival in 2011 and ran to acclaim 
at New York’s Public Theater be-
fore coming here.

Domingo’s previous play, “A Boy 
and His Soul,” was an autobiograph-
ical one-man show. This new play 
has an autobiographical ring about 
it, in that the main character has 
lost his mother, as did Domingo a 
while back, but it’s not strictly so. 
Domingo has fictionalized more for 
this story, resulting in a somewhat 
fantastical and fun romp of a show.

Central character Gil (Domingo) 
has to return to Philadelphia to deal 

with his mother Adelaide’s pass-
ing. We meet Adelaide (Sharon 
Washington) in a couple of hilari-
ous flashbacks, in a neon-sporting 
church and her luxurious apartment. 
We can tell Gil’s having a hard time 
of it at the funeral home, talking 
with the young and handsome fu-
neral director, Terry (Richard Prio-
leau), and an even harder time deal-
ing with his domineering aunt Glo 
(also Washington). His friend Mo 
(Duane Boutté) arrives from New 
York to give him support, but no one 
can stop him from making some un-
conventional choices regarding Ad-
elaide’s burial and services.

When Mo turns the ride back to 
N.Y. into a wild road trip, with Glo 
and Terry in hot pursuit, Gil ends 
up in an unexpected destination (no 

spoilers), with surprising results for 
him and the travelers.

Laugh-out-loud funny til the end, 
the play holds some surprising mo-
ments for the audience as well, de-
livering tenderness when you least 
expect it. It’s definitely wacky and 
at times a bit like a comedy revue, 
but ultimately Domingo’s mad take 
on mourning sneaks into your heart 
with honest emotion.

Director Danny Scheie keeps the 
action hopping while allowing Do-
mingo full sway as Gil; Domingo’s 
terrific acting is one of the best rea-
sons to see the show. However, the 
other three players are no slouches, 
either. Washington, in particular, is 
nothing short of astonishing in her 
dual roles. She’s here reprising her 
brilliant work in the NY production, 
which makes it hard to imagine any-
one else doing such an awesome job 
with these characters (but I’m sure 
other actresses are chomping at the 
bit — the characters are so marvel-
ous).

Prioleau and Boutté are also com-
mendable, perfectly suited to their 
characters, although it took each of 
them a bit to warm up. 

It’s doubtful Domingo will revisit 
the script for changes, but if he does, 
I’d recommend shortening/re-think-
ing the road-trip section. It’s diffi-
cult to tell how much of the prob-
lem lies with the staging here, which 
made it hard to hear and understand 
and watch. Clever in conception, the 
staging nevertheless overshadows 
and obscures the action.

There’s also a fabulous monologue 
that suffers from the distracting 
noise of stage pieces being muscled 
into place behind the curtain. Ide-
ally that will disappear as the crew 
becomes more accustomed to the 
set-up. By comparison, a later set 
for one of the road-trip destinations 
is impressive even by TheatreWorks 
standards, almost making up for any 
other issues. Lighting and media de-
signer David Lee Cuthbert has tall 
orders in this show, and pulls them 
off with aplomb.

Regardless of any quibbles about 
set or play, this is an evening of 
unexpected hilarity and entertain-
ment, sure to get you laughing. And 
it’s tinged with just enough heart 
to leave you, perhaps, wild with 
happy. 

THEATER REVIEW

What: “Wild With Happy,” by 
Colman Domingo, presented by 
TheatreWorks

Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St.

When: Through June 30, with 
shows at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Sundays, and 2 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays.

Cost: Tickets are $23-$73.

Info: Go to theatreworks.org or 
call 650-463-1960.

find out more & purchase tickets
STANFORDJAZZ.ORG or 650-725-ARTS (2787)

HERBIE HANCOCK, 
SOLO
Saturday, June 22

“Herbie was the step after  
Bud Powell and Thelonious Monk,  
and I haven’t heard anybody yet  
who has come after him.” 

– Miles Davis

tickets also on sale for these great shows and more
STANLEY CLARK TRIO
Saturday, July 20

BLUES NIGHT  
WITH HENRY BUTLER
Wednesday, July 24

TIA FULLER QUARTET
Saturday, July 27

DR. LONNIE SMITH
Friday, July 19

TRIO DA PAZ with
MAÚCHA ADNET
Saturday, July 13

KIM NALLEY with 
HOUSTON PERSON
Friday, July 5

CLAIRDEE & 
KEN PEPLOWSKI
Sunday, June 30

TUCK & PATTI
Saturday, June 29

JAZZ ORGAN 
BLOWOUT
Friday, June 28

CLAUDIA VILLELA
Sunday, June 23

photo by Douglas Kirkland

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW! 

SOLD OUT

Tracy M
artin
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T acolicious could have been 
yet another San Francisco cu-
linary hipster, condescending 

to do business in the ‘burbs with a 
watered-down menu and ho-hum 
ambiance. But with a name that 
sounds like it was conceived by a 
focus group of preschoolers, it has 
to be good.

Tacolicious is a loud and proud 
marriage of Mexican inspiration 
with California sensibility. The 
black-T-shirted troops have de-
camped in downtown Palo Alto, be-
tween Gordon Biersch and Richard 
Sumner, and brought in the same 
high-quality food as in the restau-
rant’s San Francisco sisters, plus 
eye-popping colors and a fabulous 

wall mural by Paul Madonna.
On a recent visit, we started with 

roasted mussels ($11.95), in which 
a cast-iron pan is placed on a metal 
stand, like pizza. Two dozen salt-
crusted mussels, popping with ja-
lapeños and lime butter, were hot, 
plump and juicy. 

Tacos are $3.95 each, about twice 
the price as at a no-frills taqueria. 
Even the group rates — $14 for four, 
$33 for 10 — are high. Besides re-
ceiving table service in cool sur-
roundings, you are paying for most-
ly exceptional ingredients wrapped 
in two steaming fresh corn tortillas 
from time-honored La Palma in San 
Francisco’s Mission District. Two 
tacos and a small side dish will do 

the job for most people.
My favorite filling was the guajil-

lo chile braised beef, meltingly ten-
der, followed closely by the crunchy 
carnitas and stringy shot-and-a-beer 

braised chicken. A tricolor excur-
sion of salsa came along for the ride. 
Habanero, smoky roasted tomato 
and creamy avocado-tomatillo — 
yellow, red and green — beckoned 

from white dishes with wooden 
spoons that look like potato chips. 
No plastic specimen cups here.

Eating Out

(continued on page 30)

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinaventi.com

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Cucina Venti

Happy father’s Day

Make your reservation today!! 

www.cucinaventi.com 650-254-1120

opentable.com/cucina-venti

*Four course dinner with Complementary 
glass of Proseco Champagne

$59 per person

Father’s Day
Father’s Day Menu – June 16th 

Appetizers 

B ruschetta Al Pomodoro 
Toasted slices of Oven Baked Bread topped with Roma tomato cubes 
marinated with Olive Oil, Garlic and Fresh Basil

Crispy Zucchini Cakes 
Served with marinated cucumber & mint yogurt 

Salad

Summer in Sor rento
Watermelon topped with Feta cheese square, Arugula, fresh fi gs, 
Sicilian olives with Vidalia onion dressing. 
Strawberr y Fields 
Crisp Mixed Lettuce, Fresh Strawberries, Toasted Pecans, Gorgonzola 
Cheese and served with our tangy Vidalia Onion Dressing

Entrees

Filet Mignon 
Marinated with herbs served with in a mushroom sauce with spinach. 
Served with broccoli and a risotto cake fi lled with blue cheese. 

Braised Short Ribs in a light red wine sauce 
Served with Polenta and seasonal fresh cut Vegetables.  

L inguine Pescatore 
Fresh salmon, snapper, clams, mussels and prawns in a spicy tomato sauce.

Hear t shape Ravioli 
A Portobello & Shitake mushroom fi lling with Roma tomatoes and fresh 
spinach, in a light Marsala cream sauce.

Grilled Salmon 
Served with sautéed spinach wild rice and vegetables. 

Dessert

Tiramisu
Italian dessert, consisting of alternating layers of coffee-soaked lady 
fi ngers and sweet mixture of mascarpone cheese, eggs and sugar.

L inzar Hearts Cookies & Gelato
Old fashioned ground nut dough cut into hearts and sandwiched with 
raspberry jam served with your choice of vanilla or chocolate gelato.

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

Come see live 
music on the 
patio every 

Wednesday & 
Thursday, 5-8pm!

A culinary hipster  
comes to the ‘burbs
Tacolicious brings pricey but tasty fare  

down from the city, along with 120 tequilas
by Sheila Himmel

RESTAURANT REVIEW

A four-taco platter: from left, carnitas, fish, asparagus and beef. Three different salsas are in the white dishes 
at left, with wooden spoons that look like potato chips.
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The fried Pacific rock-cod taco 
was less successful, in a batter too 
reminiscent of fish and chips. 

The Taco of the Week is always 
a good choice. Recently it was raw 
ahi. 

Vegetarians could make a meal of 
tacos filled with asparagus, green 
garlic, mushrooms and fingerling 
potatoes. Other vegetarian options 
include fried sweet plantains with 
heirloom beans and cumin crema 
($7.50), and kale salad with cab-
bage, quinoa, sunchokes, apples 
and carrots in a cider-cumin vin-
aigrette, topped with toasted pine 
nuts ($9.95).  Again, this is not your 
usual taqueria fare, nor are there any 
burritos.  

There are excellent complimen-
tary chips and a lovely, mild tomato 
salsa. Made-to-order guacamole 
($8.25) and chile con queso ($7.50) 
are very popular and very filling.  

Some day I will save room for 
dessert, churros with Mexican hot 
chocolate ($6) or Meyer lemon flan 
($6).

The Palo Alto Tacolicious’ other 
features include a very attractive 
private dining room and a Happy 
Hour deal: $10 for one beer, one 
shot of tequila and one taco. 

Children get a menu they can play 

with, a foldup taco truck, and for $7 
their choice of taco plus rice, beans, 
agua fresca and chocolate sundae. 
Tacolicious is as good for families 
with young children as it is for its 
main demographic, young adults 
who know that “chupitos” on the 
food menu just above the tacos are 
shots of tequila infused with various 
fruits and spices. Tacolicious fea-
tures 120 tequilas, but also a daily 
agua fresca and a half-dozen other 
non-alcoholic refreshers. The ques-
tion is, who can say, “Meet me in the 
bar at Tacolicious” and still be old 
enough to drink?  

Eating Out

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

I T A L I A N

Cucina Venti 
254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 
www.cucinaventi.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 

explore restaurant menus, 

get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 

ShopMenloPark 

and ShopMountainView

P E N I N S U L A

powered by

Above: The new Tacolicious outpost in Palo Alto. Above right: Roasted mussels are served with chilies, 
cilantro and lime butter.
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Tacolicious, 632 Emerson St., 
Palo Alto; 650-838-0500;  
tacolicious.com

Hours: 11:30 a.m.-midnight daily

Reservations

Credit cards

Alcohol

Children

Catering

Takeout

Outdoor  
dining

Party  
facilities

Parking: 
street parking 
and city lots

Noise level: 
high

Bathroom 
cleanliness: 

excellent
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Movies

Much Ado About Nothing
1/2

(Aquarius) When you have material on the order of 
William Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Nothing,” 
the trick is, essentially, not to screw it up. Easier said 
than done, of course: There is no greater hell than sit-
ting through poorly acted and directed Shakespeare. 
With a low-key concept and a troupe of likeable per-
formers, Joss Whedon delivers a take on “Much Ado” 
that’s the equivalent of a breezy, if disposable, Shake-
speare in the Park production.

So this micro-indie version of the prototypical ro-
mantic comedy doesn’t screw it up, despite being shot 
in a mere 12 days at the director’s home. It helps that 
the director is a certified lover of language, eager for 
some meaty material during a post-production break 
from work on the smash blockbuster “The Avengers.” 
We all know how that worked out, to the tune of more 
than $1.5 billion in worldwide box office. Though 
“Much Ado About Nothing” won’t be pulling in those 
kinds of numbers, it’s sure to make a tidy profit.

To quote another Shakespeare comedy,” “No profit 
grows where is no pleasure ta’en,” and it’s clear Whe-
don and pals had a good time making this third big-
screen adaptation of the play. Setting aside the 1913 
silent film, Shakespeare-on-film buffs will inevitably 
compare Whedon’s version with Kenneth Branagh’s 
well-liked 1993 film. This likelihood explains Whe-
don’s reactionary style. Where Branagh had horses and 
swords and lutes, Whedon’s modern-dress version has 
cars and guns and guitars. Where Branagh romped 
colorfully under the Tuscan sun, Whedon coolly trips 
through shadows using black-and-white photography.

These are canny choices, of course, as the Branagh 
version isn’t going anywhere, so there’s no point com-
peting with it. The game is to bring something new to 
the table. Branagh’s approach to bringing Shakespeare 
to the people was all about high decibels and high 
energy, with a classically informed approach to the 
text. Whedon goes for a kind of radical naturalism, 
an understated approach that suggests the characters 
could be your friends and neighbors.  If the result 
sometimes plays like a two-part episode of a family 
dramedy, it also allows for a largely distraction-free 
look at the play’s human-behavioral roots.

Some of Branagh’s bolder casting choices flopped 
(I’m looking at you, Keanu Reeves), but Whedon’s 
company — composed almost entirely of alumni 
from his TV series and films — has a unified feel. 
Alexis Denisof and Amy Acker play Beatrice and 
Benedick, the forerunners of “Cheers”’ Sam and Di-

ane, and “Moonlighting”’s Dave and Maddie: They’re 
fools for love, too busy resenting each other to notice 
they’re mad about each other. The actors here show 
an easy chemistry, helped along by Whedon’s casu-
ally amusing staging choices (like having Benedick 
preen for Beatrice while working out in a track suit); 
so too do the stars ably handle the Bard’s third-act 
turn into darker territory.

With the help of such ace performers as Nathan 
Fillion (as the malaprop-prone constable Dogberry), 
Whedon proves that the comedy still works as the 
playwright intended: When the knotty plot’s untied, 
we feel lighter. And, happily, he’s not unduly reverent 
with the material (as wittily played by Whedon, Clau-
dio’s “Were she an Ethiope” line takes a knock). Like 
most any Shakespeare presentation, this one takes 
some getting used to. Give it half an hour before you 
decide if you like Whedon’s approach; it’s liable to 
grow on you.

Rated PG-13 for some sexuality and brief drug use. 
One hour, 49 minutes.

 — Peter Canavese 

Man of Steel 

(Century 16, Century 20) Superman first appeared 
in the pages of Action Comics in 1938, so it’s fitting 
that action is the driving force behind the character’s 
big-screen adventure 75 years later. “Man of Steel” 
should give DC Comics a much-needed boost as it des-
perately tries to keep pace with rival Marvel at the box 
office. Superman’s latest revamp, courtesy of “300” 
director Zack Snyder, helps wash away memories of 
DC’s cosmic misstep “Green Lantern” in 2011.

Though Superman’s faster than a speeding bullet, 
“Man of Steel” lags behind Christopher Nolan’s Bat-
man trilogy, Joss Whedon’s “The Avengers” (2012) 
and several others (Jon Favreau’s “Iron Man” and 
Tim Burton’s “Batman” come to mind) in the grow-
ing library of superhero cinema.

Even those who have never touched a comic book 
likely know Superman’s origin by now. Kal-El, the 
last son of the dying planet Krypton, is shipped off 
to Earth where his spaceship crashes near the Kansas 
farm of Jonathan and Martha Kent (Kevin Costner and 
Diane Lane, smartly cast). The Kents name the boy 
Clark and raise him as their own, concerned about his 

OPENINGS

Facebook.com/MuchAdoMovie

Follow @JossWhedon and @MuchAdoFilm on Twitter

BASED ON THE PLAY BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE     ADAPTED FOR THE SCREEN AND DIRECTED BY JOSS WHEDON

“PERHAPS THE LIVELIEST AND  
  MOST PURELY DELIGHTFUL MOVIE  
   I HAVE SEEN SO FAR THIS YEAR.”

A.O. Scott,

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS START FRIDAY, JUNE 14

WeAreTheEast.com

BRIT MARLING  ALEXANDER SKARSGÅRD
ELLEN PAGE  AND PATRICIA CLARKSON

“A TWISTY, BREATHLESS
GENRE FILM.”

“

A GREAT CONSPIRACY THRILLER.
”

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS

NOW PLAYING
PALO ALTO SAN JOSE

Vote online:
PaloAltoOnline.com/best_of

Deadline July 7

Tom Lenk and Nathan Fillion in “Much Ado About Nothing.”

(continued on the next page)
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powerful abilities but encouraged by 
his altruistic behavior. When Clark 
reaches adulthood, he dons the cape 
and costume of Superman, always 
striving to protect the citizens of his 
adopted home-world.

Ironically, British actor Henry 
Cavill (“Immortals,” Showtime’s 
“The Tudors”) takes the reigns as the 
iconic American superhero. “Man of 
Steel” steers away from over-trod ter-
ritory, focusing more on Superman’s 
Kryptonian roots. A nomadic Clark 
Kent (Cavill) learns about his alien 
ancestry and discovers an avatar of 
his father (Russell Crowe as Jor-El) 
while working on a military project 
(don’t ask). Daily Planet reporter 
Lois Lane (Amy Adams) is along for 
the ride, but exiled Kryptonian sol-
dier General Zod (Michael Shannon) 
and his violent cohorts are planning 
a full-blown attack on Earth, which 
might throw a wrench into Clark’s 
whole genealogy thing.

Snyder and his filmmaking team 
present Superman’s origin in periodic 
flashbacks, which break the flow but 
protect the audience from unneces-
sary backstory. Fans of “Superman” 
(1978) and “Superman II” (1980) will 
spot some plot similarities in “Man 
of Steel,” though visual effects have 
improved by leaps and bounds since 
Christopher Reeve sported the red-
and-blue unitard. In fact, the effects 
are stunning and finally offer filmgo-
ers a chance to see Superman’s pow-
ers in all their glory (don’t bother 
shelling out for the lackluster 3D). 

The design team deserves a wealth 
of credit for the excellent costum-
ing and set pieces, which showcase 
Krypton beautifully. But the confla-
gration of action and visual effects, 
especially in the film’s final act, 
lead to a sensory overload (Advil, 
anyone?). The wanton destruction 
that takes place during the picture’s 
big-budget action scenes is dizzying 
— even the Incredible Hulk would 
say “enough’s enough” — and the 
filmmakers may have been better 
served prioritizing story over visu-
als rather than vice versa.

Cavill holds his own in an uber-
high-profile role, backed capably by 
veteran actors Costner, Crowe, Lane 
and Laurence Fishburne (as Daily 
Planet editor Perry White). Adams 
portrays Lois Lane with just the 

right balance of gumption and grit. 
Unfortunately, the chemistry with 
Cavill is less engaging.

Crowe is terrific as Jor-El, playing 
the part of a warrior-scientist hybrid; 
and while Shannon gives Zod an in-
timidating tenacity, his performance 
doesn’t compare to the psychotic 
calm Terrence Stamp brought to the 
part in “Superman II.”

DC still has much to learn from 
Marvel in the filmmaking realm 
(a post-credits scene or cameo by 
Christian Bale would have been 
nice additions), but “Man of Steel” 
at least offers hope. Hope, and a 
slight headache.

Rated PG-13 for intense sequenc-
es of sci-fi violence, action and de-
struction, and for some language. 
Two hours, 23 minutes. 

 — Tyler Hanley

This Is the End
1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) There’s 
a longstanding tradition of ac-
tors playing comical variations on 
themselves, like Jack Benny making 
a career of playing a miserly “Jack 
Benny” on radio and television. 
In postmodern media, it’s become 
hipper than ever to pull this trick, 
whether you’re David Duchovny on 
“The Larry Sanders Show” or Larry 
David on “Curb Your Enthusiasm.” 
Now the idea has been taken to its 
logical extreme, with a gaggle of 
comedic actors playing themselves 
in an apocalyptic horror comedy, 
“This Is the End.”

Written and first-time-directed by 
the team of Seth Rogen and Evan 
Goldberg (who previously penned 
“Superbad,” “The Green Hornet” 
and “Pineapple Express”), the film 
proceeds from the amusing prem-
ise of elite celebrities brought down 
to size by Judgment Day. Buddies 
Seth Rogen (Seth Rogen) and Jay 
Baruchel (Jay Baruchel) get togeth-
er to hang out, go to a party hosted 
by James Franco (James Franco), 
and run into more famous friends, 
including Jonah Hill (Jonah Hill), 
Craig Robinson (Craig Robin-
son) and Danny McBride (Danny 
McBride). When all hellfire on 
earth, sinkholes, and roaming de-
monic monsters break loose, the 

stars board up Franco’s compound 
and ineptly attempt to survive.

Unfortunately, this type of thing 
has already been diluted by late-
show viral videos and Funny or Die, 
which commonly whip up “wild and 
crazy” adventures for celebrities 
playing themselves. Indeed, “This 
Is the End” at times feels like a web 
clip that doesn’t know when to quit 
— which is understandable as the 
credits note that the film is based on 
the trailer-styled web short “Jay and 
Seth Vs. the Apocalypse.”

The main difference — and it’s not 
to be underestimated — is that “This 
Is the End” is profane in the extreme, 
an R-rated stoner comedy gleefully 
grafted onto a “splatstick” horror pic-
ture, the next evolutionary step from 
the inbred hipster comedy world 
that thrilled to “Shaun of the Dead.” 
(Horror fans will note the stamp of 
approval that is the participation of 
revered special makeup artists Greg 
Nicotero & Howard Berger.) It’s also 
unabashedly a boys’ club. Emma 
Watson’s glorified cameo, though 
employed to mock male attitudes, 
still reduces her to little more than 
the object of a rape joke.

“This Is the End’ never feels as 
fresh or heartfelt as “Shaun of the 
Dead,” but not for lack of trying. 
There’s a certain creative ambi-
tion in the notion of doing some-
thing like “The Trigger Effect” or 
“Night of the Living Dead” with 
a cast made up entirely of comedy 
stars poking fun at their own base 
human natures, monstrously exac-
erbated by privilege. Franco plays 
himself as a sexually ambiguous 
elitist, McBride plays himself as if 
he’s even more of a terror than the 
character he plays on HBO’s “East-
bound & Down,” and so on.

Giving some shape to what’s oth-
erwise a parade of sketches (like par-
odies of reality TV, “The Exorcist” 
and even “Pineapple Express”) and 
hit-and-miss gags, Rogen and Gold-
berg suppose that there is one pos-
sible “Rapturous” salvation from the 
End of Days: arriving at a genuine, 
pure goodness of character, the lack 
of which is keeping them trapped 
in a Sartrean hell of other showbiz 
people. The film’s ending confirms 
that the whole enterprise has been 
an expensive lark, made because the 
filmmakers can. Those who find the 
stars insufferable obviously should 
not apply, but fans of the actors, pro-
fane comedy and outrageous horror 
will have a grand old time.

Rated R for crude and sexual 
content throughout, brief graphic 
nudity, pervasive language, drug 
use and some violence. One hour, 
47 minutes.

 — Peter Canavese

Movies

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.BEFOREMIDNIGHTMOVIE.COM

Sony Pictures Classics and Costa Navarino invite you to enter the “Great Greek Giveaway.” Grand Prize includes a trip for 2 to 
Costa Navarino in Greece where the film was shot.  To enter and to view complete rules, visit www.beforemidnightmovie.com.
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.  “The Before Midnight Great Greek Giveaway” (“Sweepstakes”) starts at 12:00 midnight ET on 5/19/13 and ends at 12:00
midnight ET on 7/26/13 for email entry and on 7/27/13 for postmarking mail entry.  Sweepstakes open only to legal residents of contiguous Continental U.S. (“Eligibility
Area”) 21 and older.  Subject to complete Official Rules available at www.beforemidnightmovie.com.  Void outside Eligibility Area and where prohibited or restricted by law.

Sponsors: Sony Pictures Classics Inc., 10202 West Washington Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232 and TEMES S.A. - Costa Navarino, 5 Pentelis S., 17564, Athens, Greece.

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

RICHARD LINKLATER & JULIE DELPY & ETHAN HAWKE  RICHARD LINKLATERWRITTEN
BY

DIRECTED
BY

Before Midnight
Ethan Hawke     Julie Delpy

Before Midnight
Ethan Hawke     Julie Delpy

A R ICHARD LINKLATER FILM

“I’D SEE IT TWICE!”
-Mary Pols, TIME MAGAZINE

“FASCINATING TO WATCH!”
-Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

CENTURY 12
DOWNTOWN SAN MATEO
320 E. 2nd Ave, San Mateo
(800) FANDANGO

CENTURY 20
DOWNTOWN  REDWOOD CITY 
825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City
(800) FANDANGO

LANDMARK’S GUILD
949 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park
(650) 566-8367

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25, 9:50
The East - 1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:00
The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25
The East - 1:30, 4:15, 7:15
The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25
The East - 4:15, 7:15
The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25
The East - 1:30, 4:15, 7:15
The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25
The East - 1:30, 4:15,
The Kings of Summer – 2:00, 4:30, 7:25
The East - 1:30

Fri and Sat 
6/14 – 6/15
Sun 6/16

Mon 6/17

Tues 6/18

Wed 6/19

Thurs 6/20

After Earth (PG-13)   
Century 16: Fri 10 a.m. & 5:35, 8:15 & 10:40 p.m. Sat-Sun also at 12:25 & 3:05 p.m.   
Century 20: 12:55, 3:20, 5:50, 8:20 & 10:45 p.m.   

Anatomy of a Murder (1959) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri 7:30 p.m.    

Before Midnight (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 1:50, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:45 p.m.   Guild Theatre: 1:15, 4, 7 & 
9:45 p.m.   

E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial (PG)   
Century 20: Sun 2 p.m.    

The East (PG-13)   
Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:15 & 7:15 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 10 p.m.   

Epic (PG)   
Century 16: Fri 9:10 a.m. & 2:25 p.m. Sat-Sun also at 10:05 p.m. In 3D 11:50 a.m. 
& 5 p.m. Sat-Sun also at 7:30 p.m.   Century 20: 10:50 a.m. & 6:35 p.m. In 3D 1:20, 
3:55 & 9:15 p.m.   

Fast & Furious 6 (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 10:05 a.m. & 1 & 10:15 p.m.   Century 20: 11 a.m. & 1:55, 4:50, 7:50 & 
10:50 p.m.   

Frances Ha (R) 1/2  
Aquarius Theatre: 1:30, 3:45, 6, 8:15 & 10:15 p.m.   

The Great Gatsby (PG-13)   
Century 16: Fri 9:30 a.m. & 12:45, 3:55, 7:05 & 10:20 p.m. Sat-Sun 9:30 a.m. & 3:55 
& 7:05 p.m. In 3D 12:45 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 12:30 & 6:50 p.m. In 3D 3:40 & 
10 p.m.   

The Hangover Part III (R) 1/2  
Century 20: 3:35 & 10:15 p.m.   

The Internship (PG-13)   
Century 16: 9:45 & 11:05 a.m. & 12:40, 2, 3:35, 4:55, 6:30, 7:50, 9:25 & 10:35 p.m. 
(No 11:05 a.m. & 2 p.m. Fri. No 2 p.m. Sun.)    Century 20: 10:55 a.m. & 12:25, 2, 
3:15, 4:45, 6:10, 7:40, 9:10 & 10:35 p.m.   

Iron Man 3 (PG-13)   
Century 20: 1:40 & 7:40 p.m. In 3D 10:45 a.m. & 4:440 & 10:40 p.m.   

The Kings of Summer (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:30 & 7:25 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 9:50 p.m.   

Man of Steel (PG-13)   
Century 16: 9:50 & 11:30 a.m. & 1:20, 3, 4:40, 6:20, 8:10 & 9:50 p.m. Fri-Sat also at 
11:30 p.m. In 3D 9 & 10:40 a.m. & 12:30, 2:10, 3:50, 5:30, 7:15, 9 & 10:40 p.m.    
Century 20: Fri-Sat 10:35 & 11:45 a.m. & 12:20, 1:45, 3, 5, 6:15, 7, 8:15 & 9:50 p.m. 
(Sat also at 11:10 p.m.) In 3D 11:10 a.m. & 2:20, 5:35 & 8:55 p.m. In XD 10 a.m. & 
1:05, 4:15, 7:30 & 10:45 p.m. Sun 10:35 a.m. & 1:45, 5 & 8:15 p.m. In XD 10 a.m. & 
1:05, 4:15, 7:30 & 10:45 p.m.   

The Met: Carmen (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 20: Wed 7 p.m.    

Monsters University (G) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: Thu 9 & 11 p.m. In 3D 8 p.m. & 12:01 a.m.    Century 20: Thu 8:30 & 
11 p.m. & 12:02 a.m. In 3D 8 & 10:30 p.m. & 12:01 a.m.    

Much Ado About Nothing (PG-13) 1/2   
Aquarius Theatre: 1, 4, 7 & 9:45 p.m.    

Now You See Me (PG-13)   
Century 16: 10:35 a.m. & 1:30, 4:15, 7:20 & 10:10 p.m.   Century 20: 10:50 a.m. & 
noon & 1:30, 2:50, 4:15, 5:35, 7:15, 8:30 & 10:10 p.m.   

The Purge (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11 a.m. & 1:15, 3:30, 5:40, 8 & 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 11:05 a.m. & 
12:05, 1:15, 2:15, 3:25, 4:35, 5:40, 6:55, 8, 9:20 & 10:30 p.m.   

Star Trek: Into Darkness (PG-13)   
Century 16: 10:10 a.m. & 4:10 & 7:25 p.m. In 3D 1:10 & 10:35 p.m.   Century 20: 
1:45 & 7:45 p.m. In 3D 10:40 a.m. & 4:45 & 10:50 p.m.   

The Ten Commandments (1956) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Sat-Sun 2 & 7:30 p.m.    

This Is The End (R) 1/2  
Century 16: 9:15 & 10:35 a.m. & noon & 1:25, 2:45, 4:05, 5:25, 7, 8:20 & 10 p.m. Fri-
Sat also at 11 p.m.   Century 20: 11 a.m. & 12:10, 1:35, 2:45, 4:10, 5:25, 6:50, 8:05, 
9:35 & 10:45 p.m. (Sun 12:10, 2:45, 8:05 & 10:45 p.m. only)  

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  

(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  

(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 

about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at PaloAltoOnline.com

All showtimes are for Friday through Sunday only unless otherwise noted.  
For other times, as well as reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

Like us on
www.facebook.com/paloaltoonline

(continued from previous page)
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Stanford junior Kori Carter pulled away from Jasmin Stowers of LSU (right) while finishing second in the women’s 100-meter hurdles in 12.79 at 
the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships last weekend in Eugene, Ore.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

BASEBALL DRAFT . . . Palo Alto 
High grad Tyger Pederson will be-
come the third member of his family 
to join the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
organization. The infielder, who just 
finished his college career at Pacific, 
was drafted by the Dodgers in the 
33rd round of the Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player Draft last 
weekend. Brother Joc Pederson 
was drafted by the Dodgers two 
years ago, and father Stu Pederson 
played a handful of games with the 
Dodgers. Tyger Pederson was one 
of three local players selected on the 
final day of the draft on Saturday. 
Menlo College’s Jimmy Bosco was 
drafted in the 13th round by the St. 
Louis Cardinals and Joey Webb was 
taken by the Washington Nationals 
in the 28th round. The UOP website 
reported “Pederson hit .274 in three 
seasons with Pacific, after joining the 
Tigers from Redlands. He scored 
60 runs in his career while driving in 
44 runs, with 13 doubles. Pederson 
also drew 49 walks in his career, for 
a .349 on-base percentage.” Bosco, 
who began his career at Arkan-
sas, became Menlo College’s first 
All-American baseball player after 
leading the Oaks in nearly every of-
fensive category, including average 
(.426), runs (51), hits (81), doubles 
(23), triples (2), home runs (15), RBI 
(57), on-base percentage (.519) and 
slugging percentage (.805). Webb, a 
6-5, 230-pound pitcher who trans-
ferred from Nevada, was 6-2 with a 
2.74 ERA this year. He struck out 59 
in 72 1/3 innings, but also walked 33, 
hit 12 and threw 10 wild pitches. He 
only allowed one home run.

ROWING CHAMPS . . . Menlo-Ather-
ton High senior Katie Kelly and re-
cent Woodside grad Makayla Karr-
Warner rowed off with a national 
title at the USRowing Youth National 
Championships this past weekend 
in Oak Ridge, Tenn. The two, who 
compete for NorCal Rowers, won 
the Lightweight Women’s Doubles. 
Racing started on Friday and con-
tinued Saturday and Sunday in high 
heat and humidity. Elsewhere in the 
meet, which attracted hundreds of 
rowers from around the nation, Sa-
cred Heart Prep grad Danni Struck 
raced two of her USRowing National 
Team teammates (from last summer) 
for the title of fastest female junior 
sculler in the nation. Struck came 
away with the bronze medal in the 
women’s single. In less than an hour, 
she did something rarely done at 
national championship regatta when 
she won a second bronze medal in 
a second event —  the open weight 
double with Stanford Junior Crew 
teammate Victoria Wallace. Struck 
was just one of five double medal-
ists out of the 3,000 racers during 
the weekend. She’ll row for Cal this 
coming school season while on 
scholarship.

A collegiate record of 53.21 caught Carter off guard after she won the 
400 hurdles at the NCAA finals last week.
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TRACK & FIELD

She’s hurdling 
all obstacles

Fresh from her NCAA title, Stanford’s Kori Carter 
next seeks a berth in the World Championships

by Rick Eymer

S tanford junior Kori Carter 
made big plans for the middle 
of August, no matter what 

happens at the U.S. Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships next week 
in Des Moines, Iowa.

Carter, who won the NCAA title 
in the 400-meter hurdles in a col-
legiate record of 53.21 last week in 
Eugene, Ore., is supposed to be a 
bridesmaid at her older sister’s wed-
ding in the mountains near Clare-
mont in Southern California this 
August.

Should Carter qualify for the 
World Championships in Moscow 
— also in August — her big plans 
as a member of the wedding party 
will turn into big plans of a possible 
world title as a member of the Unit-
ed States track and field team.

“I’m going to be the worst brides-
maid ever,” Carter said. “And what 
is even worse, my sister (Kelly) 
and I talked about the wedding last 
year. She knows how involved I 
am in track and field and when we 
talked about the date last year I told 
her I would be free. There was no 

way to know then how my season 
would go. I know she is upset about 
that.”

Should Carter shed her brides-
maid role, it perhaps will be appro-
priate because she’s no longer on the 
outside looking in when it comes to 
the world of hurdling.

Carter’s chances of making it to 
Moscow are excellent. In winning 
her NCAA title, she ran the fastest 
400 hurdles in the world to this sea-
son, spurred on by her competition 
with Arizona senior Georganne Mo-
line, who finished fifth at the 2012 
London Olympics in the event.

Moline also bettered the previous 
college record in the dramatic race, 
the fifth time this year the two have 
been in the same race. Carter has 
won all five races. There likely will 
be a sixth encounter in Iowa.

“When I finished the race I went 
over to her and thanked her,” Carter 
said. “I told her I would not have 
been able to anything without her. 
She was my target and my biggest 
competition. She’d probably say the 

(continued on page 35)
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Menlo School grad Ali Kim 
earned her first honors.

Recent grad Nina Kelty is 
Paly’s first All-American.

Keith Peters

Keith Peters

Kelty and Kim both earn 
All-American lacrosse honors 

P alo Alto High grad Nina 
Kelty and Menlo School 
graduate Ali Kim both 

were among eight girls from 
Northern California named first 
team All-Americans by US La-
crosse on Thursday.

Kelty and Kim were the only 
two players from the Central 
Coast Section so honored, while 
four others were from the East 
Bay and the final two from the 
Davis/Sacramento area.

Both Kelty and Kim helped 

their teams to successful sea-
sons in the Santa Clara Val-
ley Athletic League and West 
Bay Athletic League, respec-
tively.

The Vikings finished 18-4 
overall, falling to St. Francis 
in triple overtime (16-15) in 
the SCVAL playoff finals. The 
Knights finished 12-8, losing to 
Sacred Heart Prep in the league 
playoff finals after the local 
rivals had tied for the regular-
season crown. 

Stanford looks to have wrapped up
a 19th Learfield Directors’ Cup trophy

by Rick Eymer

F or the second straight season, 
Stanford reportedly has held 
off Florida to capture yet an-

other Learfield Directors’ Cup tro-
phy. This latest award, however, 
was too close for comfort.

In fact, there were many at Stan-
ford that figured the school’s 
unprecedented streak of 18 
straight wouldn’t reach 19.

“I didn’t even realize 
about the Directors’ Cup 
until Monday night,” said 
Stanford track athlete Kori 
Carter, who helped wrap 
up the latest trophy by scor-
ing 18 of the 33 points totaled 
by the women’s team at the 
NCAA Outdoor Track 
and Field Champion-
ships last weekend in 
Eugene, Ore. “We all 
thought it was a lost 
cause.”

The points 
garnered by the 
women’s sixth-
place finish in track helped keep the 
Cardinal in the lead and unofficially 
win its 19th straight Directors’ Cup, 
which is awarded to the top com-
bined men’s and women’s athletic 
programs in the country each year.

While the final totals are yet to be 
released since the College World Se-
ries has yet to be played, totals kept 

in the Stanford Athletic Department 
show the Cardinal winning by a 
mere 17 points. Last year, Stanford 
won with 1,384.25 while the Gators 
had 1,241.00. Michigan looks to 
finish third, Penn State fourth and 
North Carolina fifth.

Baseball
It has been quite a whirl-

wind few weeks for Stan-
ford senior pitcher Mark 
Appel, who was selected 
No. 1 in the Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player 

Draft in addition to being 
named on various All-Amer-
ican teams.

On Wednesday, the Na-
tional College Baseball 

Writers Association 
and Baseball America 
each included Appel 

on their respec-
tive All-America 
teams. Appel 
was a first-team 

selection by the 
NCBWA and a second-team pick 
by Baseball America.

Appel, who last week was select-
ed by the Houston Astros with the 
number one overall pick of the MLB 
Draft, leaves Stanford as its career 
leader in strikeouts (372), while 
ranking fourth in innings pitched 
(377.2) and sixth with 28 wins.

During his senior campaign, the 
senior right-handed pitcher fanned 
a conference-best 130 batters while 
going 10-4 in 14 starts and tossed 
four complete games. He issued just 
23 walks and allowed 17 extra-base 
hits in 106.1 innings. The Pac-12 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year and a 
two-year Friday night starter for 
the Cardinal, Appel is in conten-
tion for a number of national post-
season awards, including the Senior 
CLASS Award.

Appel averaged 7.6 innings per ap-
pearance, 11.0 strikeouts per game 
and boasted a 5.7 strikeout-to-walk 
ratio in 2013. He held opponents to 
a career-low .203 clip in 14 appear-
ances and only twice allowed more 
than three earned runs. 

Appel was one of seven Stanford 
players plus one Cardinal recruit 
taken in the MLB Draft last week.

Stanford junior outfielder Austin 
Wilson was taken by the Seattle 
Mariners in the second round, the 
49th pick overall. Stanford recruit 
Ryder Jones, a third baseman, was 
drafted by the San Francisco Giants 
in the second round, the No. 64 pick 
overall. The Giants also took Stan-
ford junior first baseman Brian Ra-
gira in the fourth round, the 132nd 
pick overall.

Stanford saw four student-athletes 

(continued on next page)
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ALL-TIME BEST U.S. 
WOMEN HURDLERS

100 Hurdles
12.33 Gail Devers (Nike) 7-23-00
12.37 Joanna Hayes (Nike) 8-24-04
12.37 Dawn Harper (Nike) 8-7-12
12.39*  Brianna Rollins  

(Clemson) 6-8-13
12.42  Anjanette Kirkland  

(Nike) 8-11-01
12.43 Michelle Perry (Nike) 6-26-05
12.43 Lolo Jones (Asics) 8-18-08
12.44 Damu Cherry (Nike) 7-11-06
12.45 Ginnie Crawford (Nike) 6-2-07
12.47  Danielle Carruthers  

(unat.) 9-3-11

400 Hurdles
52.47 Lashinda Demus (USA) 9-1-11
52.61 Kim Batten (Reebok) 8-11-95
52.62  Tonja Buford-Bailey  

(Nike) 8-11-95
52.79  Sandra Farmer-Patrick  

(Reebok) 8-19-93
52.95 Sheena Tosta (UCLA) 7-11-04
53.21* Kori Carter (Stanford) 6-7-13
53.28  Tiffany Williams  

(Reebok) 6-24-07
53.32  Sandra Glover  (Nike) 8-12-00
53.36 Brenda Taylor  (Nike) 7-11-04
53.47  Janeene Vickers  

(UCLA) 8-29-91
* collegiate record

Combined (personal bests)
 12.96/52.47 Lashinda Demus
 13.03/52.61 Kim Batten
 12.75/52.95 Sheena Tosta
 12.76/53.21 Kori Carter
 13.29/52.62 Tonya Buford-Bailey
 13.58/52.79 Sandra Farmer-Patrick
 12.37/54.57 Joanna Hayes
 12.61/54.55 Queen Harrison
 12.91/54.56 Tonya Williams
 13.00/54.45 Nickiesha Wilson

same thing about me. I think we 
have a healthy rivalry.”

Carter was a virtual unknown 
commodity when she opened her 
outdoor season this year in Tuc-
son, Ariz. She finished 24th at the 
NCAA championships a year ago, 
running a personal-best 57.60.

When she lined up to run the 400 
hurdles for the first time, at the Jim 
Click Shootout in Tucson, Moline  
also was making her season debut 
as the main attraction.

“Going in, all I wanted to do was 
run a good race,” Carter said. “My 
coach (Jody Stewart) told me ‘don’t 
let her win just because she’s an 
Olympian.’ I was doing my best to 
beat her and I didn’t realize how fast 
we were going.”

Carter ran a 54.71 to Moline’s 
54.98, the beginning of a beautiful 
relationship that she took as a sign 
her training was going well and she 
could actually run the event.”

“I PR’d by three seconds and beat 
an Olympian on her home track,” 
Carter said. “That made it clear 
I was on the right track. After the 
race, (Stanford teammate) Kala 
(Stepter) said she was so far behind 
she thought she was running her 
worst race.”

Carter, who finished second in the 
100 hurdles (12.79) at the NCAA 
meet after finishing 14th in the same 
meet last year, said she was so disap-
pointed in herself about her sopho-
more season that she re-dedicated 
herself to the hurdles — the 400 in 
particular — during the offseason.

“I knew I could have done better,” 
she said. “One of my major goals 
was to spend more time on the track 
and in the weight room. A lot of 
what I did was build up strength. 
I’ve been known for coming from 
behind. That first race we were to-
gether coming off the final turn and 
the line right in front of us. Last year 
I didn’t have a kick over the final 
100 meters and would never have 
won. This year I felt stronger.”

She credits Stewart for revamp-
ing her training in a variety of ways, 
from diet to the weight room.

“It’s what I wanted,” Carter said. 
“I intensified my work ethic in a lot 
of different areas and committed to 
the 400. There were other things, 
little things, like hitting the weight 
room before and after practice and 
not going out as much as I did last 
year. My top priority was to take it 
to the next level. I’m working for 
that elusive perfect race.”

Along with being the 2013 world 
leader in the 400 hurdles, Carter is 
tied for eighth in the world with her 
PR of 12.76 that won the Pac-12 title. 
Carter now ranks No. 6 all-time in 
U.S. history in the 400 hurdles and 
is among the top five best combina-
tion hurdlers (100 and 400) in this 
country.

Carter has her parents and siblings 
to thank for her competitive nature, 
her toughness and her ability to use 
her strengths.

She’s the youngest of three daugh-
ters and has a younger brother Kai. 
When they played together, the idea 
was to never give an inch.

“We can’t even play Scrabble 
peacefully,” Carter said. “When I 
played basketball against my sisters 

Kori Carter
(continued from page 33)

Stanford junior Kori Carter won her first NCAA title with a collegiate 
record of 53.21 in the 400-meter hurdles last week.

(also Kai), I had to learn to toughen 
up. My dad (Bruce) was the ref and 
always said ‘no foul!’ I learned to 
use my speed. It was the one thing 
I had.”

Bruce and Lena Carter graduated 
from USC and remain die-hard Tro-
jans fans. At track meets, even while 
they wear Stanford gear, they only 
root for the Cardinal if Kori was in 
the event.

“I grew up with season tickets in 
the Reggie Bush era,” Carter said. 
“When I was admitted to Stanford, 
it was when we started smashing 
USC. It’s been great.”

Her father drove up to watch the 
USC game at Stanford in Septem-
ber. The Trojans were ranked No. 
2 in the nation at the time. Stanford 
won, 21-14.

“I’m crashing the field and he’s 
still in the stands, disappointed,” 
Carter said.

When Carter won her NCAA 
title, members of the football team 
(“there’s a good mix of linemen and 
defensive players,” she said) sur-
prised her with an ice cream cake.

“I try to eat healthy,” Carter said. 
“I eat spinach and drink a lot of wa-
ter. But every now and then I have 
to have an In-n-Out Burger. I had a 
tiny piece of the cake.”

In Des Moines, Carter will not 
only face Moline, but some of the 
biggest names in women’s hurdles 
— but only in the longer race since 
she’s dropping the 100 hurdles.

“It’s so crazy,” she said. “When 
you’re little you think about mak-
ing the Olympics and watching 
your heroes. All of a sudden I’m in 
a race with them with a chance of 
winning. 
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selected during the final day of the 
MLB First-Year Player Draft. All 
said and done, the Cardinal had 
seven players selected in the three-
day event.

Stanford now has had at least 
seven players drafted in back-to-
back years for the first time since 
1995-96.

To start things off Saturday, junior 
shortstop Lonnie Kauppila heard 
his name called 477th overall to the 
Seattle Mariners. The 16th-round 
selection batted .271 with 20 runs 
scored and 16 RBI, six doubles and 
18 walks in 2013. Kauppila started 
44 games and had a .957 fielding 
percentage.

A.J. Vanegas, a junior right-hand-
ed closer, went 581st overall to the 
Oakland Athletics in the 19th round. 
A native of Alameda, the closer who 
grew up in the shadows of Oakland’s 
home turf went 1-1 with four saves 
and a 3.12 ERA in eight outings this 
season.

One pick later, the San Francisco 
Giants tabbed Garrett Hughes as 
the 582nd overall pick in the 19th 
round. Hughes finished his redshirt 
senior season 2-2 with four saves 
in 24 appearances while logging 
a 2.08 ERA. Hughes fanned 36 in 
34.2 frames of work.

In the 28th round, senior desig-
nated hitter Justin Ringo went 845th 
overall to St. Louis. Ringo shined 
during his All-Pac-12 campaign, ap-
pearing in 53 games while making 
51 starts. Ringo scored 39 times and 
posted a .488 slugging percentage 
with a .400 on-base percentage.

Women’s basketball
Stanford assistant coach Trina Pat-

terson has been named an assistant 
coach at Old Dominion University, 
Lady Monarchs head coach Karen 
Barefoot announced Thursday.

Patterson, who previously served 
head-coaching stints at Albany, The 
College of William and Mary, and 
Maryland Eastern Shore, spent two 
seasons on The Farm (2011-13) dur-
ing which the Cardinal went 68-5, 
reached a Final Four (2012) and 
twice claimed the Pac-12 double 
(regular season and tournament 
titles in the same season).

Crew
Stanford rower Lindsay Meyer 

was named a first team All-Amer-
ican by the CRCA on Tuesday and 
teammate Christina Bax was select-
ed to the second team.

Meyer and Bax helped the Cardi-
nal I Eight boat that finished 10th 
at the NCAA Championship earlier 
this month.

Meyer, who took last year off to 
train for the 2012 Olympics, fin-
ished fifth in the women’s quad at 
the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 
She finished second in the women’s 
single scull at U.S. trials last year.

Bax, a junior, helped the I Eight 
finish eighth in last year’s national 
championship.

In related news, Stanford women’s 
lightweight coach Al Acosta was 
named CRCA National Coach of the 
Year, his fifth such honor and fourth 
in succession.

Lightweight crew members Alex 
Cours, Jordan Duval-Smith and Liz 

Fenje were each named to the All-
American team, all helping Stan-
ford win its fourth consecutive IRA 
national title.

Men’s golf
Stanford sophomore Patrick Rod-

gers put the finishing touch on the 
United States’ 20 1/2 to 9 1/2 vic-
tory over Europe in the Palmer Cup 
on Sunday at the par 71 Wilmington 
Country Club in Norman, Okla.

Rodgers, a two-time, first team 
All-American, beat Gary Hurley in 
the event’s final match. Hurley, the 
first Irish-based university player 
to make the European Palmer Cup 
team, held a 1-up lead after four 
holes. Rodgers evened the match 
on the ninth hole and took the lead 
with a birdie on the 11th hole. He 
increased his lead to 2-up on the 
15th hole.

The victory gives the United States 
a 9-7-1 advantage in the Palmer Cup 
series. Stanford assistant coach Phil-
ip Rowe served as an assistant coach 
for the European squad.

Women’s golf
Freshman standout Mariah Stack-

house received Most Valuable Play-
er and Best Newcomer for a rookie 
season to highlight the women’s golf 
team’s recent year-end awards.

Men’s volleyball
Stanford junior Brian Cook was 

named to the Volleyball Magazine 
All-America first team and team-
mates Steven Irvin and James Shaw 
received third-team honors.

Cook, a 6-foot-5 opposite hitter 
from Santa Cruz, was fourth in the 
nation with 4.01 kills per set while 
totaling 417 kills this season. Cook 
was a consistent performer with a 
total of six matches of 20-plus kills, 
including two season-highs of 24.

Cook, whose sister Karissa played 
with the Cardinal women’s volley-
ball team the past four years, has re-
ceived first-team honors from both 
recognized All-America teams fol-
lowing his selection by the AVCA in 
April. He also was a first-team All-
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
choice.

Men’s water polo
Stanford will welcome 12 student-

athletes to the program for the 2013 
season, head coach John Vargas an-
nounced this week.

Joining the Cardinal for the 2013 
season are Reid Chase (Corona 
del Mar HS), Davis Clute (De La 
Salle), Drew Holland (Miramonte 
HS), Michael Holloway (Sacred 
Heart Prep), Jackson Kimbell (Long 
Beach Wilson HS), Ian McColl (Los 
Altos HS), Sam Pfeil (Dana Hills 
HS), Justin Roberto (San Ramon 
Valley HS), Connor Stapleton (Da-
vis HS), Sam Sunde (Carmel HS), 
Kyle Weikert (Miramonte HS) and 
Charlie Wiser (Miramonte HS).

“This is the biggest class we have 
signed during my tenure at Stan-
ford, and each of these players is 
a student-athlete in every sense of 
the term,” said Vargas, who’ll begin 
his 12th season on The Farm this 
fall. “We are very fortunate to have 
such a talented incoming freshmen 
class, one which gives us depth and 
strength at every position. We’re 
looking forward to the start of pre-
season training in August ahead of 
the 2013 season.” 

Stanford roundup
(continued from previous page)
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