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I t took years of neighborhood 
meetings, litigation, zoning 
hearings and squabbles over 

the meaning of “historical” before 
the developer Sand Hill Property 
Company finally received a green 
light to redevelop the dilapidated 
Edgewood Plaza in Palo Alto’s Du-

veneck/St. Francis neighborhood.
It took far less time for Sand 

Hill to demolish, without the city’s 
permission, a building deemed to 
be historical and fling the long-
awaited project back into planning 
purgatory.

On Monday, the City Council will 

discuss for the first time Sand Hill’s 
surprising decision to demolish a 
retail structure at Edgewood Plaza 
and consider the next steps Sand 
Hill should take before it can pro-
ceed with the project.

Built in the late 1950s, the plaza 
is a rare example of a commercial 
center constructed by the famed 
developer Joseph Eichler, whose 
signature style featured floor-to-
ceiling windows, sliding doors and 
post-and-beam construction. Over 

the years, however, the plaza has 
gradually deteriorated. The build-
ing that once housed Lucky’s Su-
permarket (later Albertsons) has 
been vacant for the last six years, 
and plans to build more than 20 
houses on the site have been frozen 
because of community opposition.

The project finally made a break-
through last year, when the city 
approved a compromise plan that 
would allow Sand Hill to build 
10 homes, rehabilitate an existing 

building and repair the grocery 
store, which is now slated to be oc-
cupied by Fresh Market. Another 
building that was deemed historical 
because of the Eichler connection 
was supposed to be disassembled, 
relocated and rehabilitated. Instead, 
Sand Hill demolished it, claiming 
its condition was beyond repair.

The company’s historic consul-
tant, Page & Turnbull, explained the 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Andre Zandona

City considers requiring more environmental study, new 
‘benefits’ from developer after historic building is razed

by Gennady Sheyner

C alling Palo Alto a place 
where the “future con-
tinues to be invented,” 

Mayor Greg Scharff rolled out 
on Wednesday night a broad and 
ambitious agenda for the com-
ing year, including plans to bring 
wireless Internet service to local 
parks, add parking garages to 
downtown and institute smok-
ing restrictions in open-space 
preserves.

In a “State of the City” speech 
presented at the headquarters of 
Tesla Motors, Scharff recapped 
the city’s recent accomplish-
ments, detailed the city’s official 
2013 priorities and made a few 

proposals of his own, including 
requiring developers to pitch in 
more funds for public art and re-
viving the city’s recently stalled 
effort to bring ultra-high-speed 
Internet to the masses. 

Calling the coming year “Lucky 
‘13” and referring to it as the 
“Year of the Future,” Scharff told 
the assembled crowd of about 100 
that they have much to be proud 
of and look forward to. Palo Alto, 
he said, is “the birthplace, the 
creative center, the heart, the es-
sence of Silicon Valley.” 

“The ideas that change the 
world start here,” Scharff said. 
“In a garage, or in a coffee house, 

in our homes, or offices, the fu-
ture continues to be invented here 
in Palo Alto.”

While his speech celebrated 
many of the city’s recent achieve-
ments, it also offered a host of 
new proposals for the City Coun-
cil to debate in the coming year. 

Among the new ideas are 
Scharff’s proposal to expand the 
city’s existing “One Percent for 
Art” program — which requires 
developers to allot 1 percent of a 
project’s construction budget for 
acquiring public art — to encom-
pass private as well as public cap-

Scharff lays out bold plans  
in ‘State of the City’

Palo Alto mayor focuses on downtown improvements,  
technological advances in speech at Tesla Motors

by Gennady Sheyner

School district critics,  
lawyer clash on federal probe
Office for Civil Rights investigation was ‘collaborative, 

fruitful’ process, lawyer says
by Chris Kenrick

A lawyer for the Palo Alto Uni-
fied School District and crit-
ics of Superintendent Kevin 

Skelly presented clashing perspec-
tives Tuesday, Feb. 26, on a recent 
probe by a federal agency of a Palo 
Alto middle-school bullying case.

Lawyer Laurie Reynolds char-
acterized the investigation by the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights (OCR) as 
a “very productive, collaborative 
fruitful process,” ending with an 
agreement by the district to revise 
its bullying policies.

“What it isn’t is adversarial — not 
a court proceeding, not punitive,” 
said Reynolds, who is based in the 
Oakland office of the firm Fagen 
Friedman & Fulfrost.

But representatives of the parent 
group We Can Do Better Palo Alto 
disputed Reynolds’ description, 
charging that Skelly’s failure to take 
advantage of “early complaint reso-
lution” procedures offered by Office 
for Civil Rights led to Palo Alto 
being among just 1 percent of the 
1,513 recipients of disability harass-
ment complaints between 2009 and 
2012 to end with “letters of finding” 
by the Office for Civil Rights.

Critic Ken Dauber, who ran un-
successfully last November for a 
seat on the board, also disputed 
Reynolds’ assertion that the early 
complaint resolution is available 
only if the complaining family is 
willing to pursue it.

“There are clear misstatements 
of the actual situation by Ms. Reyn-
olds,” Dauber said.

“Early complaint resolution is in 
fact available upon request of the 
school district. ... The idea that this 
agreement wasn’t punitive is techni-
cally true, but it neglects the last para-
graph that says if the district fails to 
comply there will be a sanction.

“It’s simply not true that this is a 
commonplace event.”

Dauber cited a section of the 
OCR’s Processing Manual that 
reads, “A complaint may be resolved 
at any time when, before the conclu-
sion of an investigation, the recipi-
ent expresses an interest in resolving 
the complaint.”

Dauber’s group has called for an 
independent investigation of “what 
went wrong” in the case, which 
resulted in findings in December 
that the district violated a middle-
school student’s civil rights by fail-
ing to properly and fully investigate 
persistent complaints of bullying 
related to the student’s disability.

While agreeing that Skelly should 
have informed them far earlier about 
details of the investigation, school 
board members Tuesday did not 
take up the call for a new probe.

“We did have an independent or-
ganization do an investigation here. 
It was the OCR — that was their 
job,” board member Melissa Baten 
Caswell said.

“There’s been a lot of discussion 
and work by staff on what went 
wrong and why we need to do more 
than we’ve been doing to resolve 
this kind of situation.”

Skelly said he would return to the 
board March 12 with a draft of a 
new bullying policy. 

Staff members assured Caswell 
the policy would contain clear in-
structions for parents and children 
on how to make a bullying com-
plaint, including instructions for 
anonymous reporting.

Board member Barb Mitchell said 
she had questions about the “legal 
footing for students and families” 
raised by what Reynolds described 
as an Office for Civil Rights defini-

Palo Alto Mayor Greg Scharff talks about the City Council’s 2013 priorities and the city’s recent 
accomplishments in his “State of the City” speech at Tesla Motors headquarters on Feb. 27. 

CITY HALL

EDUCATION

Edgewood Plaza rebirth could be delayed
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER ... Three 

years ago, artist Sam Yates was 

a local hero of sorts. After years 

of snapping and compiling pic-

tures of every city property, he 

earned a standing ovation from 

the City Council when he unveiled 

the not-so-shocking finding that 

the “Color of Palo Alto” is in fact 

green. Or, to be accurate, four 

types of green, depending on 

how you measure the “average” 

color (residents ultimately voted 

on a hue described as a “GI Joe 

green”). Since then, the public-

art project has been fading in 

the public minds like a discarded 

watercolor. This month, however, 

“The Color of Palo Alto” sprung 

back to life when Palo Alto officials 

began to wonder whatever hap-

pened to the database of 120,000 

photos Yates had promised the 

city as part of the project. While 

officials say the database is long 

overdue, Yates begs to differ. In 

an email to the city, the artist at-

tributes officials’ desire to have the 

$75,000 project completed to “the 

nature of our society, broadly inter-

ested in short-term rewards rather 

than long-term views of culture, 

community, and our environment.” 

Local opinions may vary about this 

project, but Yates seems to think 

history will vindicate his work of 

art. “When we walk by a cathedral 

that took several generations to 

build, or the Watts Towers that 

took one man a lifetime, we gener-

ally do not say, ‘What a waste of 

time,’” Yates wrote with no hint of 

irony. “And now, against all odds, 

through sheer perseverance and 

heart in the absence of money 

and despite naysayers, an artist 

is slowly building something from 

nothing. Every day I work on the 

project it increases its value to the 

community.” While his response 

was filled with philosophical mus-

ings, it did not have the one thing 

the city was hoping to get — a 

date for when the database will 

be completed and handed over to 

the city. The Public Art Commis-
sion, which discussed this artistic 

hiccup last week, expressed opti-

mism that Yates will complete the 

project some time this month.

WHEELING AND DEALING ...  
Palo Alto’s love affair with electric 

vehicles was on full display this 

week, when city officials huddled 

around two glossy Tesla Road-
sters minutes before Mayor Greg 
Scharff presented his “State of the 

City” address at the company’s 

headquarters in the Stanford Re-

search Park. The city has been 

installing electric-vehicle chargers 

at public garages and encouraging 

developers to do the same on new 

projects. But when it comes to the 

city’s own fleet, electric vehicles 

are destined to remain in the fu-

ture. The present belongs to com-
pressed natural gas. This week, 

the council is expected to approve 

a purchase of 17 new Honda Civ-

ics powered by compressed natu-

ral gas (CNG). The city’s existing 

fleet currently has 15 Civics with 

fuel tanks that are set to expire in 

2013, at which point they can no 

longer be operated. The city wants 

to get rid of these cars before the 

expiration so that there is “an op-

portunity to benefit from the resale 

value,” according to a new report 

from the Public Works Depart-

ment. “There is currently a strong 

demand for alternative fueled vehi-

cles, which is creating higher than 

normal resale values on CNG ve-

hicles, as long as the vehicles’ fuel 

tanks are not yet expired,” the re-

port states, noting that the cost to 

“re-tank” a CNG vehicle exceeds 

the vehicle’s resale value. The city 

plans to spend about $460,000 to 

buy these vehicles from Stevens 

Creek Honda.

QUICK FIX ... Bringing back to 

life a toaster from the ‘30s, lamps, 

computers, CD players and some 

favorite shorts — all were projects 

tackled by more than 50 volun-

teers at the second Repair Cafe 

that took place at the Museum of 

American Heritage last Sunday. 

More than 300 people showed up 

with their broken stuff, with a line 

snaking around the block. Only 

about two-thirds could be helped 

— still nearly twice as many as at 

the first event last October. “Clear-

ly, this is something that resonates 

with many, many people,” orga-

nizer Peter Skinner wrote in an 

email. He’s now planning events 

on April 21 and July 21. Oh, and 

the people who left behind an olive 

green jacket, a sun hat and a small 

screwdriver can contact Skinner at 

Peter@RepairCafé-PaloAlto.org. 

You’ve got to keep your eye on the 
prize.

—Deirdre Crommie, a Palo Alto Parks and Rec-
reation commissioner, on a new field-use policy that 
she says will take better care of Palo Alto residents. 
See story on page 5. 
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M ichael Closson, who has led 
the Palo Alto environmen-
tal nonprofit Acterra for a 

decade, will retire as executive di-
rector on Aug. 31, the organization 
has announced.

During his tenure, Closson ex-
panded Acterra’s programs and 
strengthened its finances, growing 
its assets from $600,000 in mid-
2003 to more than $1 million by 
mid-2011, according to forms filed 
with the state of California.

As Acterra has grown, Closson 
said, his work managing a staff of 
22 became largely administrative.

“I’m 74 years old, and I’m in good 
shape. It’s time to shake up my life 
a little bit. I’m looking for more 
program-related work that is not 
administrative. It’s a good time for 
me to explore,” he said by phone on 
Wednesday.

Closson was hired in May 2003, 
just three years after the organiza-
tion was formed out of a merger of 
two other environmental nonprof-
its, Peninsula Conservation Center 
Foundation and Bay Area Action. 

“Under Michael’s leadership, Ac-
terra really came into its own,” said 
Judith Steiner, president of the Ac-
terra board of directors.

“I think Michael’s greatest contri-
butions came as a result of his abil-
ity to articulate his own passion for 
saving the planet and motivate our 
staff and board to follow his lead,” 
she said.

Among Closson’s accomplish-
ments were overseeing the develop-
ment of the Green@Home program, 

which has taught nearly 2,000 ho-
meowners in Silicon Valley to save 
energy and reduce their greenhouse 
gas emissions; enlarging Acterra’s 
Stewardship Program to include 
major habitat restoration projects at 
sites such as Pearson-Arastradero 
Preserve in 
Palo Alto 
and Stevens 
and Perma-
nente creeks 
in Cupertino 
and Moun-
tain View; 
p r o v i d i n g 
environmen-
tal educa-
tion to youth 
through the 
Stewardship 
Program, which now involves 3,000 
local teens annually; and strength-
ening the group’s Fiscal Sponsor-
ship Program, which funds com-
munity projects such as GreenTown 
Los Altos, City Trees in Redwood 
City and the Barron Park Donkeys.

Closson, who has a doctorate in 
sociology, said working for environ-
mental causes is a natural outgrowth 
of his childhood experiences in the 
woods of Troy, N.Y., and his love of 
hiking the eastern Sierra Mountains. 
He was influenced by David Brow-
er, then head of the Sierra Club, 
and worked with former Palo Alto 
Mayor Peter Drekmeier in Seattle, 
Wash., on Earth Day 2000 as its 
programs director and as executive 
director of Biodiversity Northwest.

Closson was formerly the execu-

tive director of the Center for Eco-
nomic Conversion in Mountain 
View, which in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s worked to convert mili-
tary bases to public uses, many of 
which were polluted with toxic ma-
terials, he said. He also served as as-
sistant dean of undergraduate studies 
at Stanford University and was co-
director of New Ways to Work.

Of his tenure at Acterra, Closson 
said he is most proud that Acterra’s 
programs engage the public, especial-
ly youth. More than 5,000 people are 
actively engaged in volunteer pursuits 
through its programs, and 3,000 — or 
60 percent — are youths, he said.

Acterra is the “antidote” to chil-
dren being plugged into technology 
and not spending time outdoors, he 
said. 

Acterra has also worked to make 
public entities more environmen-
tally aware, he said.

“Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Moun-
tain View now have environmental 
coordinators,” he said, adding that 
a good part of Acterra’s contracts 
come from city funding for various 
land-stewardship programs.

Following his departure from 
Acterra, Closson wants to focus on 
climate change on the local level. 
And he could lend his services as 
an interim executive director to or-
ganizations in transition, he said.

Acterra is working on designating 
his successor, and an announcement 
could come in March. He is leaving 
the organization in good financial 

F ive individuals and organiza-
tions will receive this year’s 
Tall Tree Awards, which are 

sponsored by the Palo Alto Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Palo Alto 
Weekly.  

The awards acknowledge the 
civic accomplishments of a citizen 
volunteer, professional/business 
person, business and nonprofit orga-
nization. New this year is a Global 
Impact Award, which recognizes a 
community member for work that 
has made a lasting impact beyond 
Palo Alto.

Ray Bacchetti is being lauded as 
“Outstanding Citizen Volunteer” for 
his work both on the Mayor’s Public 
Safety Building Blue Ribbon Task 
Force and the Infrastructure Blue 
Ribbon Commission. 

“Ray’s hands-on leadership was 
instrumental in the commission’s 
production of a comprehensive report 
analyzing the City’s infrastructure 
backlog,” the nominating letter said.

Earlier volunteer activities, which 
stretch back to 1978, included terms 

on the Palo Alto Unified School 
District Board of Education, the 
Foothill-De Anza Board of Trust-
ees, Palo Alto Human Relations 
Commission, and the Channing 
House board, as well as service to 
the Palo Alto Police Department. 

Referring to his leadership on 
the Human Relations Commission, 
the letter noted: “Ray’s inclusive 
approach and thoughtful consid-
eration of all sides of these issues 
often results in sensible recommen-
dations and actions that benefit the 
community as a whole.”

Named “Outstanding Profession-
al,” Becky Beacom’s latest involve-
ment with Project Safety Net, which 
deals with suicide prevention and 
student well-being, is just one more 
contribution through her long career 
as manager of health education at 
the Palo Alto Medical Foundation. 
She has served on the school dis-
trict’s Student Health Council, the 
City/School Liaison Committee, 
Health Care Alliance for Response 
to Adolescent Depression and the 

Palo Alto Youth Collaborative, 
among others. 

“No matter how full her plate 
may be she always has time for your 
concern or 
need and 
will make 
you feel 
as though 
there is no 
issue more 
impor tant 
and worthy 
of her time 
than the one 
you have 
brought to 
her atten-
tion,” resident Mary Ojakian wrote 
a nominating letter.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
was cited as “Outstanding Business” 
for its extensive pro bono legal repre-
sentation, financial support through 
its foundation and community service 
by individuals in the firm. Among 
its community-service projects have 
been habitat restoration for the en-

vironmental nonprofit Acterra; a 
back-to-school supplies drive for the 
East Palo Alto Charter School; Light 
the Night Walk for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society; renovation proj-
ects for Rebuilding Together Penin-
sula; and quarterly blood drives for 
the Stanford Blood Center.

In addition, the firm’s Green 
Team advocates for environmentally 
friendly activities at work.

“It is hard for me to imagine any 
company with a greater list of con-

tributions, 
from the 
pro bono 
hours that 
first caught 
my atten-
tion, to 
their very 
substantial 
monet a r y 
donations, 
to their ac-
tual hands-
on commu-

nity service,” wrote one nominator.
Recommendation letters for 

Breast Cancer Connections came 
from former clients and board mem-
bers — and in some cases, both — 
who wanted to honor the group as 
“Outstanding Nonprofit” as it cel-
ebrates its 20th anniversary. 

“Breast Cancer Connections (BCC) 
does a phenomenal job at bringing to-

gether breast-cancer specialists and 
survivors to provide emotional sup-
port, breast-cancer education, and 
early detection services. Whether a 
client has just been diagnosed, or they 
are seeking wellness after treatment, 
BCC’s compassionate staff and vol-
unteers are with them every step of 
the way,” wrote a former client, vol-
unteer and board member.

Currently, Breast Cancer Connec-
tions is putting together a steering 
committee to plan how to expand its 
services and scope to include peo-
ple with ovarian cancer, said Karen 
Nelson, the organization’s executive 
director.

For the first time, a Tall Tree 
Global Impact Award will be giv-
en, this year to Stanford Univer-
sity President John Hennessey. The 
award will be made periodically, 
rather than annually.

All of the Tall Tree Award recipi-
ents will be honored at a dinner on 
Wednesday, April 10, at the Crowne 
Plaza Cabana Hotel. Tickets range 
from $125 to $175, depending on 
membership in the Chamber and 
an earlybird deadline of March 20. 
They are available through the Palo 
Alto Chamber of Commerce, www.
paloaltochamber.com or 650-324-
3121. 

Associate Editor Carol Blitzer 
can be emailed at cblitzer@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT

Chamber, Weekly announce Tall Tree Awards
Individuals, organizations recognized for outstanding achievements

by Carol Blitzer

Acterra executive director to retire
Michael Closson, 74, seeks to ‘shake up my life a little bit’

by Sue Dremann

Ray Bacchetti Becky Beacom

Michael Closson

G roup projects in school 
emerged as a hot-button 
issue Tuesday, Feb. 26, as 

the Palo Alto Board of Educa-
tion discussed the district’s eight-
month-old policy on homework.

A parent who is a member of the 
committee that helped draft the 
policy last year objected to a pro-
posal to weaken a regulation that 
prohibited teachers from requiring 
group meetings outside of class.

Lauren Bonomi said the diffi-
culty in scheduling group meet-
ings outside of school “adds 
extra stress on these already over-
scheduled kids.

“Group projects, when they 
need to be done outside of school, 
blow the roof off our house,” 
Bonomi said.

With students busy with out-
side activities — including some 
sports practices that can run until 
9:30 or 10 p.m. because of a short-
age of field space — it becomes 
a “family problem” to schedule 
group meetings, she said.

“When you take it to two to three 
families, the problem becomes ex-
ponential,” Bonomi said.

Bonomi’s comments were 
echoed by another parent who 
said she had sat in on meetings of 
the homework committee.

“It takes more time to sched-
ule the meeting than to have the 

meeting,” she said.
Based on feedback from teach-

ers, Associate Superintendent 
Charles Young said he was con-
sidering weakening a rule that 
bans “project-based assignments” 
that require group meetings out-
side of class.

Instead, Young said, it is the 
amount of time spent in those 
meetings, not the meetings them-
selves that should serve as the 
guideline.

Acknowledging the scheduling 
difficulties — but affirming the 
value of group assignments — 
board members said they would 
leave it to staff to clarify the lan-
guage, since the rule in question 
is an “administrative regulation,” 
not a board policy.

But they suggested it is pre-
mature to change regulations to 
a policy that’s been in effect for 
less than a year.

Most did say they would support 
a proposed one-word change in the 
homework policy so that students 
who miss school due to unexcused 
absence will have the opportunity 
to make up missed work.

Young’s proposal changes the 
words “shall be given the oppor-
tunity to make up missed work” to 
“may be given the opportunity to 
make up missed work” for a stu-
dent with an unexcused absence. 

EDUCATION

Parents complain about 
after-school group work

District says teachers don’t like prohibition  
on meetings outside of class

by Chris Kenrick

(continued on page 11)
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1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Cucina Venti

Now accepting reservations

catering available 

To cook: Place the olive oil and garlic in a large skillet and sauté on medium 
heat. As soon as the garlic begins to brown remove the garlic, add the pepper 
fl akes and let the oil cool.

Pour water into the pan with the cooled oil, about ½” deep. Add half of the 
parsley, the tomatoes and the lemon slices. Add the fi sh slices, skin side down, 
and season the fi sh lightly with salt; top with the rest of the parsley. Place the 
skillet back on the stove on medium-high heat and bring the water to a boil 
cook for about 10-15 minutes, turning the fi sh to cook on the both sides. Make 
sure the fi sh is only half covered by the water. Adjust salt, and add pepper if 
necessary. Transfer the fi sh to warm plates, pour a little of the crazy water over 
and around the fi sh, making sure to include some tomatoes. Toss in some black 
olives and serve immediately.

Pesce all’Acqua Pazza
Fish in Crazy Water

(sea bass or red snapper)

Acqua Pazza
Acqua Pazza, (meaning crazy water) is an old recipe of the fi shermen of the 
Neapolitan area. The term itself most likely originated from Tuscany where the 
peasants would make wine, but had to give most to the landlord, leaving little 

and pomace leftover from the wine production with large quantities of water, 
bringing it to a boil, then sealing in a terracotta vase allowing it for several days. 
Called l’acquarello or l’acqua pazza, the result was water barely colored 
with wine, which the fi sherman may have been reminded of when seeing the 

From our kitchen to yours. Buon appetito! 

Chef Marco Salvi, Executive Chef

TRANSPORTATION

A rchitects from Palo Alto and 
beyond could soon be asked 
to flap their creative wings 

and help the city design a new bike 
bridge that would span a busy high-
way and give residents in the south 
part of the city an elegant, year-
round entry point into the Baylands.

The bridge, which would stretch 
from south Palo Alto to the Baylands 
and span U.S. Highway 101 at Adobe 
Creek, is one of the most expensive 
proposals in the city’s recently ap-
proved Bicycle and Pedestrian Trans-
portation Plan. It seeks to replace an 
existing underpass at Adobe Creek, 
a structure that is closed for much of 
the year because of flooding.

The $10 million project got off to 
an auspicious start last year when 
the city succeeded in landing a $4 
million grant from Santa Clara 

County for design work. Now, of-
ficials are preparing to delve into 
the nitty-gritty. Last Thursday, 
Feb. 21, the Architectural Review 
Board held a public hearing on the 
proposed overpass and heartily en-
dorsed the staff proposal for a de-
sign competition — an exercise that 
city officials hope would lead to a 
surge of creative ideas.

“I’m very much in favor of a de-
sign competition,” member Randy 
Popp said. “There are only things 
to be gained from it and nothing 
to be lost.”

On Thursday, the board consid-
ered some parameters for the com-
petition, including the judging pro-
cess and the criteria designers would 
have to follow. Board member Lee 
Lippert said the design should strike 
the fine balance between function-
ing as a “gateway” to Palo Alto and 
Silicon Valley and blending in with 
the natural beauty of the Baylands. 
It should be a landmark, he said, 
without becoming a blemish.

“It can’t be overdesigned,” Lip-
pert said. “It can’t impose itself on 
the open space.”

Lippert called the design compe-
tition an “incredibly good idea” and 
proposed that the city adopt four 
criteria: simplicity of design, sustain-
ability, compatibility with natural 
open space and enhancement to the 
pedestrian and bicycling experience.

Board Chair Clare Malone Prich-
ard voiced support for Lippert’s 
criteria and shared his enthusiasm 
for the competition, urging staff to 
cast as wide a net as possible. The 
contest, she said, should be “really 
inclusive.”

“You can be surprised at some of 
the ideas that come from students, lo-
cals or internationals,” Malone Prich-
ard said. “You don’t want to limit the 
opportunities by selecting just a few 
design professionals to compete.”

While the competition idea is still 
being worked out, city staff is bus-
ily proceeding with other aspects of 
the bridge project. Elizabeth Ames, 
project manager with the Public 
Works Department, said staff is 
working with the state Department 
of Transportation to complete the 
mandated federal and state environ-
mental reviews. 

Staff and its consultant, Casey 
Hildreth from the firm Alta Plan-
ning + Design, are also considering, 
in broad terms, the type of bridge 
the city should seek. 

At Thursday’s meeting, Hildreth 
presented three alternatives: a “land-
scape” bridge that emphasizes the 
natural setting; a “signature” bridge 
that is fancier and functions more as 
a landmark; and a “post-modern” 
bridge — a catch-all term to describe 

highly eccentric ideas that a design 
competition will likely attract.

Hildreth acknowledged that given 
the location of the new structure, he 
is slightly biased toward the first of 
these options.

“Really, we shouldn’t be thinking 
about this bridge intruding,” Hil-
dreth said. “It should really be an 
extension of the park over the high-

Palo Alto eyes contest  
to design new bike bridge

City’s Architecture Review Board endorses staff idea to hold  
a design competition for bridge over U.S. Highway 101

by Gennady Sheyner

What kind of bridge do you envision 
spanning U.S. Highway 101? Share your 
opinion on Town Square, the community 
discussion forum on Palo Alto Online.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Gala & Auction
 
 

Master of Ceremonies 

Event Sponsors
Garden Court Hotel

FO U N DAT I O N F O R A CO L L E G E ED U C AT I O N

COMMUNITY

A large bald eagle from the Palo 
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo, 
that had flown to the Menlo 

Park area on Saturday, Feb. 23, 
returned to its handler at around 
6 p.m. Monday in a churchyard in 
Redwood City, the handler, John 
Aikin, said Monday night.

The female eagle, named Sequoia, 
had been tree-sitting over the week-
end in the Suburban Park area of 
Menlo Park and in North Fair Oaks 
neighborhood, having flown away 
during an outing at Byxbee Park 
at the eastern end of Embarcadero 
Road in Palo Alto. 

About every three years or so, Se-
quoia goes on an unexpected three-
day excursion, said Aikin, execu-
tive director of the Junior Museum 
and Zoo. But because she vacations 
without the benefit of her handlers 
being there, food and water become 
hard to find. 

With the aid of a tracking device, 
the staff knew where Sequoia was 
and had to wait until she was ready 
to return.

What persuaded Sequoia to fi-
nally come down from her perch 
Monday were hunger and thirst, 
some prompting by a handler using 
hand gestures and a whistle, and the 
tossing of a dead quail in such a way 
that she could see it, Aikin said. 

Sequoia, “ate a quail and a mouse 

and looked at us like we were all to 
blame,” he said, referring to an ea-
gle’s practice of making its feathers 
stand out to show that it’s irritated. 
But her irritation quickly faded. 

“She just sat calmly on the 
(gloved) fist and was happy to be 
back,” Aikin said.

When they returned her to her en-
closure in Palo Alto, “she jumped 
right down into her bathtub and 
drank heartily,” Aikin said.

Sequoia, who was not raised in the 
wild, cannot feed herself. Her hunt-
ing skills are also hampered by dam-
aged tail feathers, the result of a gun-
shot wound when she was young. 

“I’ve never known her to kill any-

thing,” Aikin said.
The soon-to-be 25-year-old eagle 

has been cared for at the Palo Alto 
zoo for the past six months. Before 
that, she lived at the San Francisco 
Zoo, where she had been since she 
was 6 months old. Aikin tended to 
her there as well, he said. 

Technically, Sequoia is the prop-
erty of the U.S. government, as are 
all bald eagles.

With a wingspan of about 7 feet, 
she is capable of extended flight — 
she once flew to Ano Nuevo State 
Park in Pescadero from San Fran-
cisco. These days, she is released on 
weekend days at around 2 p.m. and 
on weekdays at 4 p.m. Her schedule 
can be found on Facebook and the 
zoo’s website, Aikin said.

Bald eagles are flighty and high-
strung, and something as innocent 
as a colorful piece of clothing can 
be alienating. 

While there is inherent risk in let-
ting her loose, the burden is worth 
the cost, Aikin said. 

“She likes it, we like it, and we 
think it’s a great way to see a bald 
eagle,” he said. “It’s so spectacular 
to see her fly.” 

Dave Boyce is a staff writer for 
the Almanac, the Palo Alto Week-
ly’s sister paper in Menlo Park. He 
can be emailed at dboyce@alma-
nacnews.com.

Junior Museum bald eagle returns home
Palo Alto nonprofit’s bird had flown to Menlo Park area over the weekend

by Dave Boyce

Sequoia, a female bald eagle, sits 
in a tree in the Suburban Park area 
of Menlo Park Sunday, Feb. 24. 
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RECREATION

T he Palo Alto Parks and Rec-
reation Commission unani-
mously approved a plan on 

Tuesday, Feb. 26, to overhaul its 
athletic field-use policy, including 
contentious eligibility requirements 
for organizations using the fields.

A round-robin system based on the 
total number of Palo Alto residents 
in each organization will be used to 
determine which group gets to use a 
field during a given time slot.

Nonprofit youth groups com-
posed of 51 percent or more Palo 
Alto residents will be invited to 
participate in a round of priority 
brokering for field slots. The total 
number of Palo Alto residents will 
determine the number of teams 
each organization has in that round, 
and each team will be allotted two 
practice slots per week and 0.55 
game slots per week. A second 
round will allow organizations to 
broker for slots based on the total 
number of teams they have.

Brokering for adults will follow a 
similar pattern, except the residen-
cy threshold for the priority broker-
ing round would be 35 percent be-
cause adult sports leagues tend to 
have more nonresidents than youth 
leagues.

The time slots for youth and adult 
leagues will be separate from the 
beginning, so adult and youth or-
ganizations will not be competing 
for the same slots.

Commissioner Deirdre Crom-
mie, a member of the subcommit-
tee that drafted the policy, admitted 
the new policy was imperfect but 
said the new system allows more 
residents access to more valuable 
time slots.

“When we’re thinking about 
fields it’s important to keep the 
residents in mind,” Crommie said. 
“You’ve got to keep your eye on the 
prize, and that’s taking care of the 
residents.”

Crommie said residents of Stan-
ford and East Palo Alto who attend 
Palo Alto schools are included as 
Palo Alto residents. 

Gordon Short, regional com-
missioner of the American Youth 
Soccer Organization (AYSO), 
spoke against the plan, saying that 
it was starkly different from the 
field-use policies of other cities. 
It could negatively affect the com-
petitive nature of the sport and re-
duce the number of Palo Altans on 
the field, he said.

Previously, Short’s organization 

was given brokering priority above 
all other organizations because it 
is composed nearly entirely of Palo 
Altans, he said. The new plan puts 
it on equal ground with other orga-
nizations who need only to meet a 
threshold of 51 percent residents.

“It used to be that AYSO bro-
kered first, then every other club,” 

he said. “We’re still the top dog 
in terms of getting fields because 
we’re almost 100 percent Palo Al-
tan, but we’ll have to join the pool 
with the other clubs, and the result 
will be losing somewhere between 
30 to 40 percent of premium time 
slots we used to get.”

Since American Youth Soccer 
Organization has a such a high 
number of Palo Altans, including 
parent coaches and referees, Short 
said every slot that goes from his 

organization to another club reduc-
es the number of Palo Altans who 
take to the field.

Other cities, such as Mountain 
View or Sunnyvale, broker fields 
based on residency level and expect 
organizations to seek field space 
from other cities based on where the 
team members live. Short said Palo 
Alto should follow this practice.

He said offering incentives — in 
the form of priority brokering — 
to clubs to take on more Palo Alto 
players will mean an organization 
might lower its standards to accept 
a player from Palo Alto so that the 
organization has a better chance for 
good slots in brokering.

“It has all these rolling ramifica-
tions,” he said. “The city is inter-
fering in a way that has a negative 
impact, and we would like to see 
a lot of Palo Alto players getting 
there meritoriously rather than for 
boosting brokering by the club.”

Finally, Short said that the high 
demand for fields in Palo Alto 
means that by the time the second 
round of brokering is complete, 
very few desirable slots will be 
left. The result will be that Palo 
Altans who aren’t members of a 
brokering organization don’t get 

access to fields.
Charlie Williams, president of 

the Stanford Soccer Club, dis-
agreed, saying that in terms of the 
priority structure the commission 
“nailed it,” even though there may 
be some tweaks to make down the 
road.

“You’ve taken a 100 percent 
problem and turned it into an 80 
percent solution,” he said. “What 
you have left is essentially a ques-
tion of numbers, and you can 
work with numbers in terms of 
how much you favor residents and 
how much opportunity you give to 
nonresidents.”

To address the issue of fields that 
are reserved and not used, the new 
policy also makes stricter rules 
on cancellations and sets aside a 
number of fields for flexibility in 
case of rain or schedule changes. 
The policy also defines the differ-
ences in practice and game slots, 
takes into account Daylight Saving 
Time’s effect on field allocations 
and allows for each organization to 
broker one tournament per calen-
dar year.  

Editorial Assistant Eric Van 
Susteren can be reached at 
evansusteren@paweekly.com.

City changes how sports groups get time on athletic fields
Parks commission approves field-use policy with new residency requirements

by Eric Van Susteren

‘The city is interfering 
in a way that has a 
negative impact.’ 

—Gordon Short,  
regional commissioner,  

AYSO
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MANY THANKS TO OUR EARLY BIRD
2013 NATIONAL REBUILDING DAY SPONSORS

ABD Insurance and Financial Services
Ameriprise Financial Services

Bohannon Foundation
Commercial Casework

Cooley LLP
DLA Piper 

DPR Construction
ECC

Electronic Arts 
Equinix

IFMA – Silicon Valley Chapter
Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Nibbi Brothers General Contractors
OpenTV

Oracle USA, Inc.
Pentair

Responsys
Roche Molecular Diagnostics

Sares-Regis Group of Northern California
Siemens Medical Solutions USA, Inc.
Sereno Real Estate Group of Palo Alto

Stanford Hospitals and Clinics 
SummerHill Housing Group

T.E Connectivity
Thermo Fisher Scientific

United Healthcare Credit Union
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

W.L. Butler Construction Inc.
Woodside Priory School

www.RebuildingTogetherPeninsula.org   (650) 366-6597

Healthy Adult Volunteers Needed  

Stanford University Study on

Molecular Analysis of Human Skin Aging

Requirements:

Compensation: $50.00 for completion of study 

CALL (650)721-7151 or (650)721-7159

(For general information regarding questions, concerns, or complaints 
about research, research related injury, or the rights of research  
participants, please call (650) 723-5244 or toll-free 1-866-680-2906, 
or write to the Administrative Panel on Human Subjects in Medical 
Research, Administrative Panels Office, Stanford University, Stanford, 
CA 94305-5401.)

for

decision to demolish the building in 
a Feb. 4 memo: Much of the build-
ing was “not repairable, was not in 
good condition and would need to 
be replaced with new materials to 
match the material, configuration, 
character and finish of the original.” 
J. Gordon Turnbull, a principal at the 
company, noted in the memo that the 
beams in the building were “split-
ting and delaminating” and that the 
redwood siding was “splintering.” 
Furthermore, the consultant learned 
that some of the existing wood sid-
ing was “replacement siding” and 
that in some places original siding 
had been replaced with strips of 
painted plywood.

“While we believe that explor-
atory demolition and testing on the 
historic buildings should have been 
completed prior to the development 
of construction drawings, that likely 
would not have changed our deter-
mination,” Turnbull wrote.

Even so, city planners are not 
pleased with Sand Hill’s decision 
not to seek a permit for the demoli-
tion. A report from the planning de-
partment notes that “the applicant 
failed to follow the approval review 
process and disposed of the build-
ing material without notifying the 

city or obtaining city approval.”
The council will consider this 

explanation on Monday, along with 
staff’s recommendation for next 
steps. City planners recommend 
requiring Sand Hill to perform a 
supplemental environmental-im-
pact report that would reflect the 
new scope of the redevelopment 
project. Staff also wants to prohibit 
the company from building any of 
the proposed homes until the new 
report is completed and the council 
approves an amendment to the zon-
ing application for Edgewood Pla-
za. If the council were to agree with 
this recommendation, work on the 
site would be restricted to rehabili-
tating the other historical building 
and renovating the grocery store.

The council approved Edgewood 
Plaza last fall as a “planned com-
munity” project, a designation that 
allows a developer to exceed zoning 
regulations in exchange for giving 
“public benefits.” While the new 
grocery store is viewed as the main 
public benefit, the restoration of 
historical buildings was also consid-
ered a benefit. Because of the unau-
thorized demolition, the council can 
now choose to require Sand Hill to 
offer new amenities. The process is 
expected to take about six months, 
according to the staff report.

“The main thing is to find some 
way to substitute for the histori-

cal benefit that the building would 
have provided,” Planning Director 
Curtis Williams told the Weekly. 
“It may not mean anything other 
than rebuilding Building No. 1 as 
something that even more closely 
replicates the building that was 
originally there.”

While neighborhood residents 
have long fought for preservation 
of historical structures and against 
an influx of new homes, not every-
one is anxious to resume the land-
use battle. Kenneth Tucker, who 
lives close to the plaza and who 
has followed the developments for 
more than a decade, wrote a letter 
to the council asking members not 
to overreact to the demolition. The 
plaza’s historic character, Tucker 
wrote, “lies in the architecture and 
the representation of mid-twentieth-
century planning, not in the materi-
als used to build it.”

“For the past eight months we 
have uncomplainingly dealt with 
the almost daily chaos along Chan-
ning and Saint Francis due to the 
renovation of Edgewood Plaza,” 
Tucker wrote. “We do not want the 
project construction to be extended 
for an additional year or more be-
cause of what seems to be a largely 
bureaucratic delay.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Edgewood
(continued from page 3)

EDUCATION

A s Palo Alto schools cheer a 
surplus for the first time in 
years, teachers are asking for 

a pay raise.
Dozens of teachers crowded the 

Board of Education meeting Tues-
day night, Feb. 26, to say that the 
Bay Area cost of living has gone up 
nearly 8 percent since their last raise 
in 2008.

“Society keeps score by the al-
mighty dollar, and we’ve failed to 
score a run,” Gunn High School 
computer science teacher Josh Paley 
told the board.

“I’m really tired of being told I’m 
not worth it.”

The average Palo Alto teacher sal-
ary is $85,721, ranking fifth among 
nine nearby districts, according to a 
comparison published in February 
by EdData. 

The last pay raise for Palo Alto’s 
800-plus teaching staff was a 2.5 
percent increase in 2008. On Jan. 
15 of this year, the board approved 
a one-time bonus for faculty and 
staff amounting to 1 percent of 
2011-12 pay.

Teachers said their salaries have 
been further eroded in recent years 
because of union contracts that 
boosted employees’ share of health 
care costs.

“The salary increase we pro-
pose is less than the cost-of-living 
increase we face,” Palo Alto Edu-
cators Association President Teri 
Baldwin said.

“This area is very expensive, and 
it’s hard for teachers to live here,” 

she said, noting that few can afford 
to live in Palo Alto.

“When I grew up in Urbana, Ill., 
teachers didn’t make top dollar, 
but they could live in the commu-
nity. Now, the overwhelming ma-
jority drive in from out of town,” 
Paley said.

Paley said the only reason he can 
afford a house is because of his pre-
vious work in high technology and 
his wife’s current job in tech.

“There’s no way I’d tell a young 
person to plan on a career in 

teaching. There’s a principle of 
basic decency I feel is being vio-
lated,” he said.

Additionally, teachers cited in-
creased class sizes as well as new 
responsibilities associated with dis-
trict efforts to include students with 
more severe disabilities in regular 
classrooms.

“We’re going to be having full 
inclusion of very, very special-
needs students in our classrooms 
with very, very little support from 
the administration,” Escondido 
Elementary School teacher Elena 

Melendez said.
The teachers’ testimony came 

as the school board discussed a fi-
nancial outlook that is the best in 
years, due to higher-than-budgeted 
property-tax receipts and passage of 
California Proposition 30 tax hikes 
in November.

The school district’s original $162 
million operating budget for 2012-
13, passed last June, included a $5.5 
million deficit. But February 2013 
property-tax estimates were $4.4 
million higher than budgeted and 
passage of Proposition 30 elimi-
nated the potential for $5.4 million 
in state funding cuts, according to 
the school district’s Chief Business 
Official Cathy Mak.

Mak cautioned that increasing en-
rollment still means that per-student 
funding is 2 percent less than it was 
in 2008-09.

She also warned of likely in-
creases of up to 1.5 percent in rates 
charged by the California State 
Teachers Retirement System to fund 
pensions.

She proposed restoration of about 
$2.6 million worth of the $10 mil-
lion cuts made in recent years, to 
be allocated to teacher staffing, 
counseling, technology support and 
professional development as well as 
restoration of cuts made to princi-
pals’ budgets and the possible hiring 
of a communications officer for the 
school district. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Palo Alto teachers seek pay raise
Citing increased living costs, responsibilities, teachers say it’s a matter of ‘basic decency’

by Chris Kenrick

‘Society keeps score 
by the almighty dollar, 
and we’ve failed to 
score a run.’ 

—Josh Paley,  
computer science teacher,  

Gunn High School

Page 8



Upfront Palo Alto Historical Association presents a public program

Poisoned Again!
The Cover-up and Murder of Jane Lathrop Stanford

Speaker:
John Morrow Hackmann, LLD

Sunday, March 3, 2013, 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Lucie Stern  
Community Center

1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

Refreshments  
No admission charge Jane Lathrop Stanford

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

11th Mothers Symposium
Kristin Neff, Ph.D., Kelly McGonigal,Ph.D.,  

and Leah Weiss, Ph.D.

Exploring Self-Compassion:
A Morning for Mothers

Register online at www.motherssymposium.org

Sponsors: Blossom Birth, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, Palo 
Alto Medical Foundation, Palo Alto Weekly, Parents Place of the  
Peninsula, Preschool Family, Stanford Health Library

Co-Sponsors: Abilities United, Bing Nursery School, Castilleja 
School, Children’s Health Council, Child and Family Institute, First 
Congregational Nursery School, Girls Middle School, Hand in Hand 
Parenting, Keys School, Maternal Outreach at El Camino Hospital, 
Nursing Mothers Counsel, Palo Alto Community Child Care, Palo 
Alto Council of the PTAs, Peninsula School, Phillips Brooks School,  

Date: Saturday, March 9, 2013

Time: 8:30am Registration & Breakfast
  9:30am - 12:30pm Program

Location: Stanford University School of
  Education, Cubberley Auditorium
  Near the main quad and the Oval

Register:  $25 registration
  www.motherssymposium.orgMedia Sponsors

SAFETY

I t took less than three hours Sat-
urday, Feb. 23, to collect 355 
firearms at a three-city gun 

buyback event in East Palo Alto, 
the first private/public buyback of 
its kind on the Midpeninsula. 

With a line of cars, driven by 
would-be gun sellers, snaking along 
University Avenue for hours, the 
buyback would have collected even 
more if it hadn’t run out of money.

In total, gun owners brought 355 
firearms to exchange for $52,000 
that had been privately raised by the 
nonprofit Protect Our Children Bay 
Area. More than 200 shotguns, 100 
handguns and about a dozen assault 
rifles were turned in, Lt. Zach Per-
ron of the Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment said during a press conference 
Saturday afternoon. 

When the funds ran out, people 
who were already in the East Palo 
Alto City Hall parking lot ready to 
turn in their weapons were given 
IOU vouchers, and everyone else 
lined up was given fliers for the next 
buyback on March 2, he said. 

About 100 individuals donated the 
$52,000, according to Roger Lee of 
Palo Alto, who founded the Menlo 
Park-based Protect Our Children 
with Palo Altan James Cook. 

Elected officials, including East 
Palo Alto Mayor Ruben Abrica, 
San Mateo County District At-
torney Stephen Wagstaffe and As-
semblyman Richard Gordon, D-
Menlo Park, turned out to support 
the buyback. 

Gordon called the fundraising 
“outstanding.”

“Private funds were raised, the 
public sector public police depart-
ment, law-enforcement agencies 
were here collecting the guns, over-
seeing the collection. So it really 
was a public-private partnership,” 
he said, referring to the police de-
partments of Menlo Park, Palo Alto 

and East Palo Alto.
Some officials, including Abrica, 

also spoke at a rally held earlier in 
the day in Palo Alto, organized by 
the group Silicon Valley Communi-
ty Against Gun Violence to coincide 
with the buyback. 

Group members held signs read-
ing “Protect kids, not guns” and 
“Too many children are dying.” 

Rep. Jackie Speier, D-San Mateo, 
who was ambushed and shot decades 
ago while investigating the People’s 
Temple cult in Jonestown, Guyana, 
spoke to the crowd at City Hall. 

“This is our moment to make his-
tory in this country,” Speier said. 
“It’s time to put some rationality in 
laws that have been systematically 
unwoven ... by leaders of the NRA 
(National Rifle Association).” 

Palo Alto parent Scott Best talked 
about his concern after the Newton, 
Conn., shooting and added that op-
position to gun violence is not a lib-
eral or conservative issue.

“There is no blue America; there 
is no red America. This is the Unit-
ed States of America,” he said. 

Activist Mindy Finkelstein, who 
has been working with the Brady 
Campaign To Prevent Gun Vio-
lence, told the story of how she was 
shot at as a 16-year-old along with 
several others at the North Valley 
Jewish Community Center by a self-
proclaimed neo-Nazi.

“Our rights should not go on with-
out regulation,” she said. “(Dianne) 
Feinstein’s regulation won’t pass 
without our support.” 

Ian Johnstone, whose father died 
from a blood clot after being shot, 
talked about opposition from the 
gun industry and emphasized his be-
lief in the importance of advocating 
in Washington, D.C., and mounting 
larger buyback programs. 

“That’s very exciting,” he said 
about the money for East Palo Alto’s 

event running out. “There needs to 
be more money; there needs to be 
more events. There’s a lot of work 
and a lot of energy and attention 
being focused right now on what’s 
happening in D.C. We still have a 
mess we need to clean up, a lot of 
hazardous weapons around.” 

Bonnie Bernstein, a member of 
Silicon Valley Community Against 
Gun Violence and a therapist who 
specializes in trauma, wanted peo-
ple to see the effects of gun violence 
on families and communities.

“We are hoping to keep on pres-
suring politicians to get a vote for 
Obama,” she said.

Palo Alto resident Alex Beretta 
found out about the rally online and 
stopped by after it finished. 

“I’m really anti-gun,” he said. “It’s 
good to see this happen and to see 
interest. Hopefully, it’ll last.” 

Cook, who is a parent of elemen-
tary-school-aged children, said he 
was pleased with how both the buy-
back and rally turned out and hopes 
to host more events soon. 

“I guess the only thing I’m sad 
about is that we didn’t raise even 
more money,” he said. “Now we 
have to do something else. It’s great 
to have both things happening. We 
want to be able to have the gun buy-
back and have it run safely and qui-
etly. But at the same time we want 
to raise awareness.” 

On Friday night, another group, 
Organizing for Action, held a can-
dlelight vigil in Lytton Plaza in 
downtown Palo Alto as part of a 
national “Day of Action to End Gun 
Violence.” 

During that event, group members 
chanted and left a voicemail for U.S. 
House of Representatives Speaker 
John Boehner. 

Editorial Intern Rebecca Du-
ran can be emailed at rduran@
paweekly.com.

Attendees of a candlelight vigil against gun violence listen to speakers at Lytton Plaza in Palo Alto on Feb. 22, 
as part of a national “Day of Action to End Gun Violence.”

Veronica W
eber

Hundreds of guns collected  
at East Palo Alto buyback

Saturday event targeted gun owners in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park
by Rebecca Duran
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Foundation gives its largest-ever gift to schools
The independent, parent-led foundation that raises money for Palo Alto 

public schools presented a $4.9 million donation at Tuesday’s Board of 
Education meeting.

The funds from Palo Alto Partners in Education (PiE) will be allo-
cated on a per-student basis to underwrite classroom aides, specialists in 
reading, math, science and the arts, student guidance, college and career 
counseling and electives ranging from music to industrial technology.

This year’s contribution represents more than 4,600 donations from 
parents, community members and local businesses, PiE said. It is the 
largest in the history of the nine-year-old foundation, which last year 
raised $4.4 million for the schools, amounting to more than 2 percent of 
the district’s operating budget.

It includes a single, $50,000 contribution from Palo Alto Realtor Ju-
liana Lee.

“As an immigrant from Taiwan, I hope to lead the way in local philan-
thropy,” Lee said of her gift.

Terry Godfrey, PiE’s board co-president and CEO, called the donation 
a “collective big gift — assembled over many months by hundreds of 
parent volunteers and thousands of donors — to preserve the excellence 
of our public schools.”

PiE board members confer with school-district officials to set priorities 
for the funds.

Since its inception in 2004-05, PiE has donated more than $23 million 
to Palo Alto schools. 

— Chris Kenrick

Judge orders Elarms back into custody
A man who had been accused of killing East Palo Alto activist David 

Lewis in 2010 was ordered back into custody Wednesday, Feb. 26, three 
weeks after a San Mateo County Superior Court judge released him on 
his own recognizance. 

Judge Craig Parsons said Wednesday morning that if he had been given 
accurate information by the defense about Gregory Elarms’ time served 
on weapons charges, to which he pleaded no contest, he would not have 
released 60-year-old Pittsburgh man at a Feb. 5 hearing.

Time served is a combination of actual days in jail plus statutory credits 
for good behavior or work time, Chief Deputy District Attorney Karen 
Guidotti said.

The weapons charges stem from incidents in February 2011, when 
Elarms was in custody awaiting trial for the fatal shooting of Lewis in 
the Hillsdale Shopping Center parking lot the previous June.

He was allegedly caught hiding a sharpened toothbrush, a sharpened 
“spork” and two pencils tied together in his cell, according to the district 
attorney’s office.

This January — two months after Judge Stephen Hall dismissed the 
murder charges against Elarms, charges that had been based on a con-
fession that Hall ruled was in violation of his Miranda rights — Elarms 
pleaded no contest to three felony counts of possessing weapons in jail.

District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe has said his office is appealing the 
ruling dismissing the murder charges, a process that could take 12 to 
18 months.

Meanwhile, Elarms is due back in court on March 5 for a hearing on 
a motion to withdraw his pleas of no contest to the weapons offenses, 
Guidotti said. 

— Bay City News Service

Two arrested for December Midtown armed robbery
Two young men arrested for a Jan. 5 carjacking on California Avenue 

have been arrested again for the armed robbery of Century Liquors in 
Midtown that occurred a week earlier.

Amador Valentin Rivera of East Palo Alto, 18, has been in the Santa 
Clara County Main Jail since his arrest for the carjacking. An investiga-
tion of the Dec. 29 liquor store robbery led police again to Rivera. They 
served him a warrant for the robbery Monday, Feb. 25, at the jail.

The second suspect, a 16-year-old who splits his time between homes 
in Oakland and Menlo Park, had been released after his booking for 
carjacking.

He was re-arrested Friday, Feb. 15, at his school in Oakland and taken 
to Santa Clara County Juvenile Hall.

The two allegedly robbed Century Liquors on Middlefield Road at 
gunpoint on Dec. 29 about 7:55 p.m., escaping with cash and about $230 
worth of alcohol, police said. No one was injured.

A week later they were arrested after allegedly committing a carjack-
ing using a realistic-looking BB gun near the intersection of California 
Avenue and Park Boulevard. 

Palo Alto police said they are still investigating a series of six street 
robberies — five of them downtown — dating back to Dec. 2. They said 
it is not known whether Rivera or the juvenile were involved with any 
of those crimes.

They ask people with information about any of the incidents to contact the 
24-hour dispatch center at 650-329-2413. Anonymous tips can be emailed to 
paloalto@tipnow.org or sent by text or voice mail to 650 383-8984. 

— Chris Kenrick

News Digest
Excess & Hubris:  

How Money is Killing Democracy

Speaker:  Ann Ravel
Chair, California Fair Political

Practices Commission

Thursday, March 14, 6:30 pm

Michaels at Shoreline
2960 Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View

Open to All

For dinner reservations and entree prices:  
www.lwvlamv.org

The Leagues of Women Voters

of Santa Clara County present

Lytton Gardens Community Housing does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, familial status, 
handicap, ancestry, medical condition, veteran status, sexual orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), in the admission or access 
to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.  Sylvia M. Karl, Sr. Director, Affordable Housing, 2185 

North California Blvd., Suite 575, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 (925) 956-7372 has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations 
implementing Section 504 (24 CFR Part 8 dated June 2, 1988).  TDD/TYY 1-800-735-2922

LYTTON GARDENS SENIOR COMMUNITIES
Community Housing, Inc.

656 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94301
(650) 617-7318

SENIOR INDEPENDENT SUBSIDIZED HOUSING WAITING LIST TO OPEN
MARCH 18TH/2013 TO MARCH 22TH/2013

Lytton Gardens Senior Communities is pleased to announce the opening of our subsidized waiting list 
for Lytton Gardens IV (Courtyard) located at 330 Everett Street, Palo Alto CA 94301.  
Lytton Gardens offers subsidized housing for extremely low and low-income seniors.

TO BE ELIGIBLE:  
Single applicant must be 62 years old or older.  
Maximum annual income for single applicant must be less than $35,500.00.

Couple applicants; one must be 62 years old or older.  
Maximum annual income for couple applicants must be less than $40,550.00.

Rent will be 30% of your monthly income. Assets (real estate, stocks and bonds, etc.) will be converted 
to income at 2% or actual % of earnings.

You or a close family member * must live or work in the designated area of Palo Alto, Redwood City, 
East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Stanford, Portola Valley, Woodside, Atherton, Mountain View, Los Altos or 
Los Altos Hills.

TO APPLY:  
Applications will be distributed at Lytton Gardens I (Arbor), 656 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto CA  94301 
on March 18th, 20th and March 22nd, 2013 from 11:00 AM. to 3:00 PM.  and on March 19th & March 
21st, 2013 from 12:00 PM. to 4:00 PM. 

Applications must be returned by mail to Lytton Gardens Senior Communities, P. O. Box 51907, Palo 
Alto, CA_94303.

Applications postmarked after April 15th, 2013 cannot be considered and they will be returned to 
sender.

Selection will be made by lottery to determine applicants’ order on the waiting list, pending verification 
of eligibility. Names will be chosen between May 1st/13 and May 15th/13

Copy(ies) of your social security card(s) should be attached to your application.  
Applicant’s Authorization and Consent for Release of Information, and HUD Forms 9887 &9887A, 
must be filled-out, signed and attached to your application, or we will not be able to accept your ap-
plication.

* Family member includes:  
Grandparent, parent, children & sibling.  
Grandparent-in-law, parent-in-law, children-in-law, and siblings-in-law

way and into the community.”
While the board didn’t vote on the 

project Thursday, members said they 
were enthusiastic about the project. 
Board member Alex Lew, a bicyclist 
and frequent Baylands visitor, said he 
uses bridges throughout the Peninsula 
and finds many of them too narrow or 
deficient in how they were designed. 
Like Hildreth, he said he supported 
emphasizing the bridge’s Baylands 
setting. This could mean “more hori-
zontal and less vertical,” he said.

According to a report from Public 
Works staff, the environmental re-
view for the new bridge is set to be 
completed later this year, in the fall 
or winter. If the City Council opts to 
proceed with the design competition, 
it would take place between summer 
and winter of this year, with the fi-
nal design completed some time in 
2014. The city’s goal is to secure all 
the needed permits and begin con-
struction in fall 2015 and to have it 
completed by late 2017. 

Bike bridge
(continued from page 6)
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Lytton Gardens Community Housing does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, familial status, 
handicap, ancestry, medical condition, veteran status, sexual orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), in the admission or access 
to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted programs and activities.  Sylvia M. Karl, Sr. Director, Affordable Housing, 2185 

North California Blvd., Suite 575, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 (925)956-7372 has been designated to coordinate compliance 
with nondiscrimination requirements contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations 
implementing Section 504 (24 CFR Part 8 dated June 2, 1988).  TDD/TYY 1-800-735-2922

LYTTON GARDENS SENIOR COMMUNITIES
Community Housing, Inc.

656 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94301
(650) 617-7318

LA LISTA DE ESPERA PARA OBTENER VIVIENDA SUBSIDIADA PARA
PERSONAS MAYORES ESTARA ABIERTA A PARTIR DEL 18 DE MARZO  HASTA EL 

22 DE  MARZO DE 2013
Lytton Gardens Senior Communities se complace en anunciar que abrirá el periodo para la lista de espera 
de apartamentos subsidiados de vivienda independiente en nuestra propiedad Lytton Gardens IV (Court-
yard) que se encuentra localizada en la siguiente dirección:  330 Everett Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301  
Lytton Gardens ofrece vivienda subsidiada para personas mayores de bajo ingreso y de extremado bajo 
ingreso. 

PERSONAS ELEGIBLES:  
Una persona aplicante debe tener 62 años o más  
El ingreso máximo anual para una persona debe ser $35,500.00  o menos.

Dos personas aplicantes, un miembro tiene que tener 62 anos de edad o más.  
El ingreso máximo anual para una pareja debe ser $40,550.00 o menos.

La renta a pagar por mes será el 30% del ingreso mensual. Bienes ( como por ejemplo propiedades, 
cuenta de fondos mutuos, acciones, bonos, etc.) serán calculados al 2% y se añadirá a los ingresos 
mensuales. El aplicante (s) o familiar debe de vivir o trabajar en el area designada de Palo Alto, Red-
wood City, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Stanford, Portola Valley. Woodside, Atherton, Mountain View, 
Los Altos o Los Altos Hills.

PARA APLICAR:  
Las aplicaciones serán distribuidas en Lytton Gardens (Arbor), 656 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 
94301 los dias 18, 20 y 22 de Marzo de 2013 de las 11:00 a.m. a las 3:00 p.m., y los dias 19 y 21 de 
Marzo de 2013 de las 12:00 m. a las 4:00 p.m.

Las aplicaciones deben ser devueltas por correo a Lytton Gardens Senior Communities, P.O.Box 
51907, Palo Alto, CA 94303  
Las aplicaciones con stampilla de correo fechadas después del 15 de Abril de 2013 no serán consid-
eradas y serán devueltas a su destinatario.

Las aplicaciones serán seleccionadas por medio de un sorteo de loteria para determinar el número del 
applicante en la lista de espera, dependiendo de su elegibilidad. Los nombres serán escogidos entre 
Mayo 1 a Mayo 15 de 2013.

Copia de la tarjeta del seguro social debe ser adjuntada a su application.  La Autorización y Consen-
timiento de la información del Aplicante tienen que ser completada, firmada y adjuntada a la apli-
cación , incluyendo la forma HUD 9887 & 9887-A.  Caso contrario, no aceptaremos su applicación.

* Miembros de la familia incluyen:  
Abuelos, padres, hijos y hermanos.  
Suegros, suegras, hijastros y hermanastros.

Facebook seeks land for housing in Menlo Park
Like the city itself, Facebook’s hunting for spots to build homes 

in Menlo Park. The social media company either needs to create 15 
homes, or pay $4.5 million in in-lieu fees, according to the proposed 
below-market-rate housing agreement. (Posted Feb. 28 at 9:44 a.m.)

Dog park proposed for Pardee Park
Three alternatives for a possible dog park at Eleanor Pardee Park 

in Palo Alto are under consideration as the park undergoes a major 
renovation. (Posted Feb. 27 at 1:08 p.m.)

Parents demand Menlo Park reinstate teacher
City employees are often reminded that they work for the public 

-- usually when the public wants the employee terminated. But in the 
case of a fired gymnastics teacher, the public wants her back at work. 
(Posted Feb. 26 at 4:55 p.m.) 

Palo Alto woman attacks boss at laundry
A Palo Alto woman was arrested last week for allegedly bashing 

another woman’s head into a washing machine repeatedly, according 
to police. (Posted Feb. 26 at 4:18 p.m.)

Bloomberg to speak at Stanford commencement
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg will address graduates 

and their families at Stanford University’s 122nd Commencement June 
16, the university announced Monday, Feb. 25. (Posted Feb. 25 at 12:09 

p.m.) 

Armed man attempts downtown robbery
A man armed with a handgun attempted to rob a pedestrian in a 

downtown Palo Alto parking garage Friday night, Feb. 22, police have 
announced. (Posted Feb. 23 at 3:30 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

tion of bullying that is broader than 
the definition in the California Edu-
cation Code.

“According to the OCR, bullying 
need not include an intent to harm, 
be directed to a specific target or 
involve repeated incidents — and 
that’s quite a departure from other 
definitions we’ve read and come to 
expect as school board members,” 
Mitchell said.

“And OCR, the federal govern-
ment — they’re big guys. I can safe-
ly say we’d all embrace that stan-
dard for student learning purposes 
if we can find language that assures 
us it’s not disciplinary or punitive,” 
Mitchell said.

As for the collaborative or ad-

versarial nature of the district’s 
dealings with the Office for Civil 
Rights, Mitchell said she would 
welcome a “short description 
from the Office for Civil Rights 
lawyers who were working with 
the district.

“There will remain doubt until we 
can produce a person from OCR to 
describe the collaborative nature of 
this,” she said. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Civil rights
(continued from page 3)

Documents relating to the Office for 
Civil Rights investigation and the school 
district’s response have been posted 
on Palo Alto Online. Search for “District 
submits responses in bullying case.” 

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

City Council
The council did not meet this week.

Board of Education (Feb. 26)
Superintendent’s review: The board met in closed session to consider the employee 
evaluation of the superintendent.  Action: None
Bullying: The board discussed implementation of an agreement with the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s Office for Civil Rights concerning disability-based harass-
ment. Action: None
Homework: The board discussed proposed changes to the district’s policy on 
homework. Action: None
Budget: The board discussed the district’s budget, including proposals to allocate 
additional resources. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission (Feb. 26)
Fields: The commission recommended changing the city’s field-use policy and 
adopting a round-robin system for determining which organizations can use city 
fields. Yes: Unanimous

Council Rail Committee (Feb. 28)
Litigation: The committee heard a report from its high-speed rail lobbyist, discussed 
the status of litigation against the California High-Speed Rail Authority; and com-
mented on the proposed environmental impact report for Caltrain’s electrification. 
Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

shape and in good hands, with “great 
staff,” such as Associate Director 
Debbie Mytels, Closson said.

Steiner said the group is imple-
menting a previously developed 
succession plan.

“Transitioning from a long-stand-
ing, successful executive director is a 
challenge for any nonprofit. Although 
Michael leaves us with big shoes to 
fill, we are confident that we will face 
this challenge and come out strong 
for the future,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Acterra
(continued from page 5)

Support Local Business

The online 
guide to 
Palo Alto  

businesses

ShopPaloAlto.com

Good for Business. 

Good for the 
Community.

Good for You.

Give blood for life!

b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u
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ital projects (currently, it applies to 
only to public projects); his plan to 
bring Wi-Fi to local parks, starting 
with Cogswell Plaza in downtown 
Palo Alto; and a proposal to bring 
buildings on University Avenue into 
conformance with zoning laws that 
require retail on the ground floor.

Scharff also said the council will 
consider banning smoking at three 
downtown parks: Lytton Plaza, 
Cogswell Plaza and Sara Wallis 
Park. After that, he said, the city 
will explore “a much broader ban 
on smoking in all parks and open 

space in Palo Alto.”
“Palo Alto has fallen behind other 

cities in restricting smoking,” Scharff 
said. “Second-hand smoke, as every-
one knows, not only is a huge quality 
of life issue, it kills you.”

In recommending the expansion of 
the “Percent for Art” policy, he said 
that Palo Alto also trails other cities 
“in fostering public art and provid-
ing a dedicated funding source for 
maintenance of our public art col-
lection.” Scharff also said the city 
should have a dedicated funding 
source for maintenance and admin-
istration of the city’s art collection.

Scharff’s speech also covered the 
three priorities that the council ad-
opted earlier this month at its annual 

retreat: infrastructure, the future of 
downtown and technology. 

Among the proposals to strength-
en downtown is the addition of 
parking — both building new ga-
rages and closing loopholes in the 
zoning laws to make sure that new 
downtown developments don’t make 
the existing parking shortage any 
worse, Scharff said.

“All new projects now will have 
to provide parking for their ground-
floor office or retail space,” Scharff 
said. “We must ensure that all new 
buildings are either fully ‘parked’ or 
pay the full cost parking space into 
the parking fund.”

Scharff also highlighted the coun-
cil’s recent efforts to encourage 
downtown retail, including a pro-
posal to require ground-floor retail 
on the 600 block of Emerson Street, 
a peripheral downtown block where 
the retail space in several buildings 
recently switched to more financial-
ly lucrative office space.

On the infrastructure front, 
Scharff picked up where former 
Mayor Yiaway Yeh left off last year. 
Yeh had labeled 2012 the “Year of 
Infrastructure Renewal and Invest-
ment” and Scharff’s speech under-
scored the fact that this priority 
will extend into 2013 and beyond. 
Scharff cited the city’s recent steps, 
including a decision to add $2.2 mil-
lion annually for capital improve-
ments, and alluded to the council’s 
ongoing work to determine whether 
to put an infrastructure measure on 
the 2013 ballot. 

In addition to overdue fixes, the 
city is also pursuing significant 
new developments, including a po-
lice headquarters, a project Scharff 
acknowledged he wasn’t excited 
about before but now sees as urgent. 
A bike bridge over U.S. Highway 
101 and a major renovation of the 
Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course 
are also planned. The latter project 
is part of the regional effort to im-
prove flood protection around San 
Francisquito Creek, and in addition 
to reconfiguring the golf course, the 
project would make space for three 
athletic fields on the site.

A thornier infrastructure subject 
is Cubberley Community Center, a 
much valued but dilapidated hub in 
south Palo Alto that the city shares 
with the school district. With the 
city’s lease of Cubberley space set 
to expire next year, Scharff said a 
“master plan needs to be developed 
now.” School and city officials met 
for much of the past year to consider 
the future of the community center.

“I envision that this year we will 
rise to the challenge as a commu-
nity to develop a plan now for Cub-
berley that gives the school district 
flexibility while creating a first-rate 
community center in south Palo 
Alto,” Scharff said. “We must not 
give in and kick the can down the 
road to some future council while 
Cubberley rots in place.”

Technology, another council pri-
ority, also featured prominently 
in Scharff’s speech. Palo Alto, he 
said, “should be the leading digital 
city of the future.” He cited recent 
accomplishments, including last 
year’s Hackathon event, which re-
ceived national attention, and the 
city’s unveiling last year of an Open 
Data platform that posts raw data on 
such topics as libraries and building 

permits on the city’s website so that 
programmers can create applica-
tions based on them. Future projects 
that he cited in his speech include 
more Wi-Fi spots, a “Palo Alto 311” 
help line and a variety of apps, some 
of which would presumably be built 
by citizen entrepreneurs.

Perhaps the grandest and longest 
pursued technological endeavor is 
“Fiber to the Premises,” a stalled 
effort that the city has explored for 
more than a decade. The project en-

tails using the city’s existing dark-
fiber ring to bring ultra-high-speed 
Internet to all residents. While this 
proposal largely fizzled last year, 
when staff recommended scrapping 
it, Scharff proposed on Wednesday 
that the city bring it back.

“Over the years, several plans 
were developed but not implement-
ed, for a variety of reasons,” Scharff 
said. “Ultra-high-speed Internet has 
been a Palo Alto vision for a long 
time. Now is the time to fulfill that 
vision.”

Scharff’s speech stood out from 
recent “State of the City” presenta-
tions both for the range of its pro-

posals and for its location. For the 
third straight year, the city held the 
annual event away from City Hall. 
While the last two speeches were 
presented at prominent and highly 
visible locations — Cubberley Com-
munity Center in 2011 and the Os-
hman Family Jewish Community 
Center last year — Wednesday’s 
speech took place in the relatively 
secluded Tesla headquarters in Stan-
ford Research Park. This meant a 
smaller crowd, fancier catering and 
two Tesla Roadsters on prominent 
display at the company’s warehouse, 
which functioned as an auditorium 
for the evening.

Scharff was introduced by JB 
Straubel, Tesla’s chief technical of-
ficer, who talked about the compa-
ny’s decision to move its headquar-
ters to Palo Alto in 2009. What sets 
the city apart, Straubel said, is the 
people who foster the city’s culture 
of innovation.

“The quality of the people, the 
general breadth of education, the 
openness and the insights and the 
attitudes are so unique,” Straubel 
said in his introductory remarks. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

State of the City
(continued from page 3)

Upfront

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to discuss 

employee health benefits. The council will also discuss the California Avenue 

Streetscape Improvement project; the city’s response to the demolition of a 

historic building at Edgewood Plaza; and the proposal to designate the Main 

Library renovation project “substantially complex,” which would increase the 

contractor retention amount from 5 percent to 10 percent. The closed ses-

sion will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, March 4. Regular meeting will follow in 

the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 

plans to consider instituting a requirement for ground-floor retail on the 

600 block of Emerson Street. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 

March 5, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss the 

Human Services Needs Assessment, the mid-year budget adjustments 

and the city’s long-range financial forecast. The meeting will begin at 7 

p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 

(250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL APPOINTED OFFICERS COMMITTEE ... The committee plans 

to discuss the contract with Sherry Lund Associates pertaining to perfor-

mance reviews of council-appointed officers. The meeting will begin at 5 

p.m. on Wednesday, March 6, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 

(250 Hamilton Ave.).

UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission is tentatively 

scheduled to view a presentation on the El Camino Park reservoir project 

and review the five-year financial forecast for electric, gas, wastewater and 

water funds. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 6, in 

the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss the pro-

posed renovation of a façade at 151 University Ave.; a proposed demolition 

of two office buildings at 490 and 560 San Antonio Road and construction 

of a building to serve as a gymnasium, classroom and theater; a proposal by 

Stanford University to replace two office buildings at 1400 Page Mill Road; 

and a proposal by The Hayes Group for a new four-story mixed-use building 

at 611 Cowper St. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 7, 

in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

   THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS. THE AGENDA  
WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION 

  CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE BROADCAST 

LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1 CABLECAST LIVE ON 
GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26

********************************************

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 7:00 PM  
to discuss: 1) Follow up on items from Human Services Needs Assess-ment, 2) 
Contract Amendment with Brad Lozares,  3) FY 2013 Q2 Finan-cial Results and 
Midyear BAO, and 4) Long Range Financial Forecast.

The Council Appointed Officers Committee will meet on Wednesday, March 6, 
2013 at 5:00 PM to discuss the proposed contract amendment with CAO Evaluator 
Sherry Lund.

The Committee for Potential Infrastructure Finance Measure will meet on Thursday, 
March 7, 2013 at 4:00 PM to discuss: 1) Update on the Infrastructure Projects to be 
Evaluated in the City’s Baseline Public Opinion Survey and Consideration of Any 
Committee Recommendations to the City Council on Project Prioritization.

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING – COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
March 4, 2013  -  6:00 PM

1. Closed Session:  Health Benefit Vesting 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY

2. Abilities United for a Public/Private Community Partnership Presentation 

CONSENT CALENDAR

3. From Finance Committee:  Carbon Neutral Plan
4. Approval of Contract Amendment with Palo Alto Unified School District 

(PAUSD) in which the City of Palo Alto (City) will to Provide Fiscal Services 
for the PAUSD 2013 Summer Enrichment Program and Provide Collaborative 
After-School Summer Programs 

5. Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance in the Amount of $468,283.19 
to Fund the Purchase and Make Ready Costs of up to 17 Honda Civic Natural 
Gas Vehicles and Approval of a Purchase Order   with Stevens Creek Honda 
in an Amount of $459,783.19 to Purchase up to 17 Compressed Natural Gas 
Honda Civics 

6. Approval and Authorization of the City Manager to Execute a Construction 
Contract with PAR Electrical Contractors, Inc. in the Amount of $961,460 to 
Rebuild a Portion of the 60 kV Overhead Transmission System 

7. Approval of New Contract with RMC Water and Environment, Inc. Extending 
the Time to Complete Evaluation of Expanding the City’s Recycled Water 
Delivery System for a Not to Exceed Amount of $193,914  

8. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract #C12140966 in the Amount of 
$500,000 with Hydromax USA, Inc. to Provide Additional Services Associated 
with the Cross-Bore Investigation Project, for a Total Not to Exceed Amount of 
$4,300,000 

9. Adoption of Budget Amendment Ordinance to Provide Additional Loan to 
Palo Alto Housing Corporation and Approval of a Short Term Loan to Palo 
Alto Housing Corporation in the Amount of $2,600,000 to Palo Alto Housing 
Corporation  for the Acquisition of 567-595 Maybell Avenue for Purposes of 
Developing a Below Market Rate Senior Housing Project

10. Award of On-Call Transportation consultant contracts to help in the 
implementation of Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Plan focused projects 
and to provide on-site staff augmentation support

11. Amendment regarding legal services contract for Mitchell Park 
12. Approval of a Renewal of a Public/Private Partnership Joint Venture Agreement 

Between the City of Palo Alto and the Cardiac Therapy Foundation of the Mid-
Peninsula, Inc. Concerning the Use of Gymnasium Facilities and Associated 
Fees for Facility Use at Cubberley Community Center for Jointly Supported 
Cardiac Therapy Programs

13. Adoption of an Ordinance Reducing the Size of the Library Advisory 
Commission from Seven to Five Commissioners and Amending the Frequency 
of Regular Meetings to Bi-Monthly 

14.  Approval of an Agreement with the City of Palo Alto and the Friends of the  
Children’s Theatre

ACTION

15. Public Hearing Finding Main Library Substantially Complex for the purpose of 
receiving public comment regarding the finding that the Palo Alto Main Library 
Renovation and Expansion Project (CIP PE-11000) is “Substantially Complex” 
and the contractor retention amount be increased from 5 percent to 10 percent 

16. Update and Direction to Staff Regarding Edgewood Plaza Project and 
Development Process 

17. Update of California Avenue Roadway Design and Consideration of Lighting 
Options 

The text of Palo Alto Mayor Greg 
Scharff’s “State of the City” speech is 
posted on Palo Alto Online. Discuss his 
ideas on Town Square, the website’s 
community discussion forum.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

‘Ultra-high-speed 
Internet has been a 
Palo Alto vision for 
a long time. Now is 
the time to fulfill that 
vision.’ 
—Greg Scharff, mayor, Palo Alto
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

After almost 90 years of vibrant life, Dick 
passed away on February 10th surrounded 
by his family at Kaiser Hospital in 
Redwood City.  Born in Highland Park, 
Illinois, February 25, 1923, he was the son 
of Elizabeth Lee and Irving 
Randall, Sr. who moved to Los 
Altos in 1929. His death was 
preceded by that of his two 
brothers, Irving and Lee.

Dick attended Los Alamos 
School, Choate Preparatory 
School and Yale University and 
served in the US Army in the 
South Pacific during WWII.  
He married Sally Ann Childs 
in Hood River, Oregon, in 1948 
and they recently celebrated 64 
years of marriage. During his life, he lived 
in Charlottesville, VA and Moorestown, 
NJ, designing large store interiors for 
Hussman Corporation. The Randalls have 
been residents of Atherton since 1964 and 
longtime Menlo Circus Club members.

Dick was a quiet gentleman who was a 
true and committed friend to all who knew 
him. His sense of humor and generous 
spirit were ref lected in his volunteer work 
throughout San Mateo County with the 

Boys and Girls Club and his pet 
therapy work for over a decade 
with two of his much loved 
Wheaten Terriers. 

He is survived by his wife 
Sally, his daughter Susan Lee 
Randall of Carmel, his son 
Peter Winston Randall and wife 
Patrice of Redwood City and 
their two sons Tyler Winston 
Randall and Gregory Lee 
Randall; also two nieces, Jane 
Randall Barry of Pebble Beach 

and Barbara Randall Preuss of Atherton. 
A private celebration of his life will 

be held in early March.  Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American 
Diabetes Association or the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Charles Dickey “Dick” Randall

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Stephen J. Borda, 55, died peacefully on 

February 8, 2013 in San Francisco, Cali-

fornia, surrounded by his loving family 

and friends. He was born on November 17, 

1957 in Marin County, California, attended 

Gunn High School in Palo Alto and gradu-

ated from Oregon State University, where 

he was a member of the Phi Gamma Delta 

fraternity.

After graduation, Steve worked for the 

Portland Development Commission, help-

ing to promote land development. He then 

started his own successful real estate ap-

praisal company, which served the greater Portland area and beyond for over 

twenty years.

He will be remembered as a hardworking and generous person who had 

great love for his family. He enjoyed history, music, current events, sports 

and time spent at the family beach house on the Oregon Coast.

Steve is survived by his loving son, Stephen M. Borda of Portland, Or-

egon; his parents, Richard and Judith Borda of Carmel, California; his sister 

Michelle (Rodney) Pahl and nieces Courtney Pahl and Chelsea (Stefan) Ma-

theny, all of Oregon; and, his loving companion Lynn Patch Scheld.

A private memorial service will be held.

Donations in Steve’s memory may be made to Barry S Levin, M.D., De-

partment of Transplantation, 2340 Clay Street, San Francisco, California 

94115 ATTN: Carmelita Montemayor or to your favorite charity.

Please visit the online guestbook at www steve borda rip.

Stephen Borda

Steve Jones
Stephen E. Jones, husband, fa-

ther, brother, son and friend, age 54, 
passed away on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
in Redwood City, after a nearly two-
year struggle with brain cancer.

He was born 
in Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y., and 
moved to San 
Jose in 1968. 
He attended 
Leland High 
School and 
UC Berkeley, 
where he grad-
uated with a 
degree in chemistry. Following 
graduation he worked at the Uni-
versity of Erlangen, Germany.

He then returned to San Jose and 
began a career in the electronics in-
dustry, and subsequently moved to 
Menlo Park, where he met his wife, 
Karyn.

Steve later left the electronics 
industry to pursue his passion by 
starting his own company, SEJ 
Builders. He built many homes on 
the Peninsula. Since his diagnosis of 
glioblastoma in the summer of 2011, 
he worked to manage his illness and 
to continue to live his life.

Steve leaves his wife, Karyn Haa-
land, and his children, Kathryn, 
Bradley and Michael. He will be 
missed by his parents, Pat and Bob 
Jones, his sister, Lisa, and brother-
in-law, Rod, as well as by his ex-
tended family, the Leslie Clan of 
Menlo Park, his cousin Kim Poling, 
his aunt, Elaine “Pidg” Andrews, 
and his uncle, Herb “Buz” Hagen. 

A memorial service was held at 
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church on 
Feb. 26.

In lieu of flowers the family re-
quests donations to the Stephen E. 

Jones Memorial Fund at Wells Far-
go Bank, which has been set up for 
Kathryn Jones’ college education.

Simone Warner
Simone Warner, 92, a resident of 

Menlo Park for 49 years, died in her 
home Feb. 15.

Born in Bil-
lom, France, 
the daughter 
of a French 
diplomat, she 
was married to 
John Thomas 
Warner Sr. 
for 67 years. 
They met in 
Japan while 
he served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II.

The couple married in Japan. 
When the war ended, the couple 
moved to New Jersey and later to 
California.

She was a devout parishioner at St. 
Raymond Church for 57 years. She 
is survived by her devoted caregiver 
Lena Pulotu of Concord, daughter 
MaryRose Warner of Menlo Park, 
sons Edward Warner of Mi-Wuk 
Village, James Warner of Daly City, 
Thomas Warner of Menlo Park, four 
grandchildren and one great grand-
daughter.

A memorial service was held 
Feb. 23 at the St. Raymond Church, 
Menlo Park.

The family prefers memorial do-
nations to the Parkinson’s Institute 
and Clinical Center: www.thepi.org/
giving-to-the-institute/

Jane Wilson
Jane Wilson, a resident of Chan-

ning House since 1988, who moved 
to Palo Alto in 1953, died on Feb. 
17, at age 96. 

Jane Hamilton Knapp was born in 
Chicago in 1916, the daughter of Dr. 
Harry Knapp and Marguerite Henry 
Knapp. She attended Beloit College, 
where she was a member of Delta 
Gamma sorority. There she met 
Ben Wilson, a chemical engineer, 
and they were married in Chicago 
in 1938. After living in Chicago 
and Ridgewood, N.J., he accepted 
a job as an industrial executive in 
Redwood City, and the Wilson fam-
ily moved to Palo Alto in 1953. The 
pair moved into Channing House in 
1988, where they were avid bridge 
players and she managed the gift 
shop. Ben Wilson died in 2003. 

A homemaker, cook and seam-
stress, she loved to travel, including 
visits to four of Palo Alto’s sister cit-
ies and numerous trips to Denmark. 
She was a docent at the Stanford Art 
Museum for many years. Survivors 
include son Paul of Kensington and 
daughter Anne Alexander of Horn-
baek, Denmark; 7 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. A son, 
Bradley, and a daughter, Peggy, 
predeceased her. No services are 
planned.

Grace Whiting Azevedo
Grace Whit-

ing Azevedo 
died on Feb. 
13, after a short 
illness.

She was born 
in New Jer-
sey on March 
30, 1926. She 
moved to Cali-
fornia in 1954 
and lived for 30 years in Palo Alto 
and several more in Mountain View. 
After moving to Thousand Palms 
for several years, she relocated to 
Fairfield to be close to her son and 

his family.
She graduated from Skidmore 

College in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
in 1948. Her career started as asso-
ciate producer at the Radio Station 
WINS in New York, moving to as-
sistant producer for the Perry Como 
TV show in New York City. 

She relocated across the country 
in 1954 to an advertising company 
in San Francisco. Later, she provid-
ed secretarial assistance to the Palo 
Alto Unified School District and fin-
ished her working career at Hewlett 
Packard in personnel at HP’s world 
headquarters office in Palo Alto. 
She retired in 1993. She appreciated 
nature and the outdoors and was an 
avid hiker and camper, and most of-
ten, golfer. She also loved watching 
sports, starting as a fan of the New 
York (baseball) Giants, who would 
follow her to San Francisco, and 
adopting the San Francisco 49ers in 
her new home. At one time she had a 
part ownership in a sailboat, and she 
loved her dream car — a fire-engine 
red convertible. 

The granddaughter of renowned 
artist Samuel Ward Stanton, she 
pursued the artistic talent that ran 
in her family. She married John F. 
Azevedo Jr. in 1955, and together 
they raised their three children in 
Palo Alto. 

She is survived by her son and his 
wife, John and Kathy Azevedo, of 
Fairfield, Calif.; her daughter and 
her husband, Marguerite and Mark 
Elliott of Georgetown, Calif.; and 
her son and his wife David and 
Jill Azevedo of Park Ridge, N.J.; 
her grandchildren, Katie, Janelle, 
Madison, Haley, Andrew, Thomas 
and Faith; her brother and his wife, 
H. Kneeland and Sue Whiting; and 
several nieces and nephews. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests a me-
morial contribution to a charity of 
one’s choice.

John Henry Frenster
John Henry Frenster, M.D., a 

longtime resident of Atherton, died 
Jan. 26. Born on Oct. 14, 1928, in 
Chicago, Ill.

He was the only child of Henry 
and Pauline (nee Janssen) Frenster. 

He received his BS (1950) and M.D. 
(1954) degrees from the University 
of Illinois. Later, he served in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps at the 
Walter Reed Army  Research Insti-
tute and then was assistant professor 
at the Rockefeller Institute in New 
York (1958-1965) doing biomedical 
research.

Frenster continued his medical 
and scientific career at Stanford 
University and Santa Clara Valley 
Medical Center, where he served as 
medical oncologist and researcher, 
especially in the area of Hodgkins’ 
Lymphoma. Devoted to scientific 
inquiry in cancer research, cell bi-
ology and biophysics, he actively 
pursued his scientific investigations 
until his death.

Frenster married Dr. Jeannette 
Hovsepian on June 15, 1958. They 
celebrated their 50th anniversary in 
2008 with a celebration of family 
and friends at the Broadmoor Hotel 
in Colorado Springs, Colo.

As a sports enthusiast, he could 
often be found following the latest 
San Francisco Giants or 49ers game 
on the radio. He also enjoyed visit-
ing museums of fine art and listen-
ing to classical music and frequently 
attending live concerts.

In addition, he was an avid reader 
of books and journals, and he im-
mersed himself in many subjects 
such as history, poetry, culture, tech-
nology, and mathematics. Years ago 
he spent many hours with his fam-
ily at Kepler’s bookstore, at Stanford 
University sporting events, and on 
numerous road trips. He is survived 
by his wife of 54 years, Jeannette 
Hovsepian Frenster; three children, 
Jeffrey Frenster of San Jose, Diane 
Frenster (Thomas Moses) of Gales-
burg, Ill., and Linda Jackson of 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; and four 
grandchildren, Mark Frenster and 
Rebecca, Jacob and Sabrina Jack-
son.

A private memorial service will 
be held in March.

Donations in his memory can be 
made to the charity of choice.

(continued on next page)
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Transitions

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Barbara Hendryson (nee MacMillan) was born in Los 
Angeles, CA on February 14th 1936 and raised in San 
Francisco. She graduated from Mission High School 
in 1954 and in 1960 married Alfred Paul Paoletti with 
whom she had three children 

Barbara spent the majority of her life in Menlo Park, 
CA where she enjoyed walking and hiking with her 
dogs, visiting the library, reading, gardening, playing 
with her cats Tilda and Mao, cooking and writing poet-
ry. She was published in more than 100 literary journals 
including the Sun and Poetry Magazine and included 
in several anthologies. 

She spent the last 3 years of her life in Napa, CA with 
her daughter and granddaughters. She died peacefully 
in her sleep on Wednesday February 20th. 

Barbara is survived by her three children, Laura 
Paoletti, Brian Paoletti and Bradley Paoletti, and her two 
granddaughters, Delia Rogers and Esperanza Heintz. 

The family is grateful to her wonderful caregivers over 
the last few years especially those at Choctaw House in 
Napa. 

She will be cremated at Tulocay Funeral Home and 
donations in lieu of flowers may be made to Pedestal 
Magazine, an online poetry magazine, in her name at 
www.pedestalmagazine.com or to The Peninsula Hu-
mane Society. There will be a memorial hike in her 
honor at Hidden Villa Farm in the Los Altos Hills on 
Sunday March 17th at 1pm. Memories and words of 
sympathy may be sent to the family on-line at www.
tulocaycemetery.org. 

Barbara Hendryson
Feb. 14, 1936–Feb. 20, 2013

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Katoko Sax passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family after a 
long battle with cancer. Born and 
raised in Japan, Katoko’s sense of 
adventure brought her to Central 
Michigan University in 1958 to study 
economics. It was there that she first 
met her husband, Ron, and then 
spent the next 50 years as a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, friend, 
and steward of the environment. 
More than 40 of those years were in 
Palo Alto in the neighborhood she loved. Throughout her 
adult life, she sought to give a voice to those who had no 
voice, and to bring peace to places where there is none. She 
was an active member of the Palo Alto Friends Meeting, the 
Funeral Education Foundation, and the Peace Alliance which 
is dedicated to the establishment of a federal Department of 
Peace. Her passion for life extended beyond her family and 
friends, and her interests were as diverse as learning Chinese 
and Italian, soroban, and tap-dancing. She was an excellent 
artist, and could draw, paint or play the piano expertly. In 
her later years, there was nothing she enjoyed more than 
traveling with her husband and seeing her children, Kenji 
(Cindy Lamerson) and Naomi (Neil Simmons), and four 
grandsons, Nathan, Joel, Nicky, and Scott. Her devotion to 
her family, inner strength, appreciation of beauty in all its 
forms and passion for life will be dearly missed by the many 
people who knew and loved her. 

A celebration of her life will be at the Palo Alto Friends 
Meeting, 957 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto, on Saturday, March 
2nd at 2:00pm.

In lieu of flowers, we ask that donations be made to Hospice 
of the Valley, 4850 Union Ave., San Jose, CA, 95124.

Katoko Sax
April 8, 1934 – February 23, 2013

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Cheryl Fackler Hug, 50, passed away unex-
pectedly Feb 17, 2013. She was born in Oak-
land, CA and grew up in Cleveland, OH. She 
graduated from Wittenberg University with a 
political science degree and re-
ceived her law degree from the 
University of Michigan. She 
worked for Gibson, Dunn and 
Crutcher in Washington DC 
where she met and married her 
beloved husband of 21 years, 
William Fackler Hug. They 
began their overseas adven-
tures in Belarus, where Cheryl 
assisted in the development 
of the Belarus constitution 
and helped establish a public 
law library. They then moved 
to Menlo Park where Cheryl began working 
with Sun Microsystems, both in California 
and Geneva, Switzerland, ultimately becom-
ing Vice President, Deputy General Counsel, 
Chief Integrity and Compliance Officer. Af-
ter Sun’s acquisition by Oracle she moved to 

Hewlett Packard where she was a Vice Presi-
dent and Associate General Counsel. 

Cheryl raised two wonderful sons with Bill, 
volunteered at their schools, and was always 

there for family and friends. She 
was a fierce advocate for causes in 
which she believed.  She was the 
family organizer, relied on for 
vacations and family reunions, 
and a skilled multitasker.

She is survived by Bill and 
her sons, Nicholas and Colin, 
by her parents John and Naomi 
(Steege) Fackler, her siblings 
Kathy (John) Chapman, Karla 
(David) Grafton, John (Lee) 
Fackler, Dori Fackler, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 

She will be greatly missed.
Family and friends were invited to a cel-

ebration of her life on Saturday, February 
23, 2013 at 10:00am at Roller & Hapgood & 
Tinney Funeral Chapel at 980 Middlefield 
Road in Palo Alto.

Cheryl Fackler Hug
March 29, 1962 – February 17, 2013

Heinz Nonnenmacher
Heinz Nonnenmacher died Feb. 6 

from heart disease.
In 1961, Hei-

nz emigrated 
from Germany 
to the U.S. 
to pursue his 
bachelor’s de-
gree in physics 
from the Illi-
nois Institute 
of Technology. 
After gradu-
ating, he drove from Chicago to 
California to work in Silicon Val-
ley. In the ‘80s, he started his own 
business, American Micro Compo-
nents, Inc. in San Jose, Calif. The 
U.S. Government used his products 
in stealth aircraft. In retirement, he 
was happiest in his garden and when 
taking photos of family and nature.

He is survived in California by 
his loving wife of 42 years, Aesun, 
his son Mark, his daughter Wendy, 
and his grandchildren, Emma and 
Ethan, and in Germany by his sis-
ter Elizabeth, nephew Martin, and 
niece Sabine.

John Nicholas Luque
John Nicholas Luque was born on 

May 20, 1917 in Oahu, Hawaii and 
died on Feb. 5, 2013, in Palo Alto at 
the age of 95.

He was the 
youngest of 10 
children and 
the lone sur-
vivor of five 
sisters and two 
brothers. He 
moved with 
his family to 
San Francisco 
at the age of 4 where he resided up 
to 1948. He lived most of his life 
in Menlo Park and for the last five 
years in Palo Alto.

John Luque was always proud of 
being a south-of-Market Street kid, 
who as a youngster sold newspapers 

on corners he fought other kids to 
hold. He was an avid baseball player 
with several semi-pro teams in the 
City and played ball with Dominic 
Dimaggio. He was a walking dic-
tionary of baseball history and was 
the first President of the Menlo Park 
Little League in the early 1950s. He 
was honorably discharged from the 
United States Navy in 1945, hav-
ing served three years aboard the 
U.S.S. Boreas in the South Pacific 
supplying troops through the WWII 
island-hopping invasions of Guadal-
canal, Solomon Islands, Herbides, 
and Marshall Islands.

John Luque worked in the steam 
shipping business, filling the cargo 
holds of many major shipping lines. 
He was known as the Cotton King, 
exporting most of all the cotton 
grown in California, and was one 
of the bigger exporters of grapes 
and other agricultural products 
from the state. He was instrumental 
in rebuilding shipping trade for sev-
eral major Japanese shipping lines 
after World War II and was highly 
respected by the Japanese shipping 
industry.

He is survived by his bride, Lau-
ra, his three sons, Gary of Newport 
Beach, Calif., Gregory of Sarasota, 
Fla., Glenn of Santa Cruz., five 
grandchildren and one great grand 
child.

Beatrice Hubbard
Beatrice Cilker Hubbard, a resi-

dent of Palo Alto for more than 65 
years and a 
direct descen-
dent of Santa 
Clara Valley 
pioneers, died 
of natural 
causes Feb. 4. 
She was 96.

Bea, as she 
was known 
to friends and 
family, was born March 19, 1916, 
in Los Gatos. Her parents, Hazel 
Beatrice Lester Cilker and William 
Hamilton Cilker, hailed from two of 

Santa Clara County’s early and most 
well-known fruit-growing families. 
It was on the Cilker Family’s 174-
acre ranch, with hundreds of prune, 
apricot and olive trees that she grew 
up.

The oldest of four siblings, she 
attended public school in Los Ga-
tos and was involved in community 
service through the International 
Order of the Rainbow for Girls. In 
her senior year at Los Gatos High 
School, she was crowned queen of 
the Santa Clara County’s annual 
Festival of Roses.

She attended San Jose State Uni-
versity, where she met her husband-
to-be and future Santa Clara County 
Supervisor Wesley L. “Bud” Hub-
bard. The two were married on Feb. 
5, 1938 in San Jose. The couple relo-
cated with their family to Palo Alto 
and was one of the first residents of 
Fulton Street, which later became 
known as “Christmas Tree Lane.”

While husband “Bud” focused his 
attention on the Hubbard & John-
son Lumber Co., she not only raised 
five children but also became one of 
Palo Alto’s most devoted civic sup-
porters. Her volunteer work spread 
across dozens of public and private 
organizations throughout Palo Alto 
and Santa Clara Valley. Her 50 years 
of community service did not go 
unnoticed. In 1994, she was named 
a Palo Alto Lifetimes of Achieve-
ment honoree by Avenidas, a senior 
services organization. The distinc-
tion earned the active Republican a 
congressional tribute from U.S. Rep. 
Anna Eshoo (CA-18th District).

A globetrotter well into her 80s, 
she traveled extensively with fam-
ily members, including cousin (de-
ceased) Rixford Snyder, a former 
dean of undergraduate admission 
and history professor at Stanford 
University responsible for founding 
its alumni travel/study group. She 
was an avid gardener and a pas-
sionate supporter of local arts and 

(continued from previous page)
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Announcements
Engagement of Ryan Kyle Jeffries 

and Lori Anne Schwanhausser

Ryan Kyle Jeffries, son of Jay 
and Robin Jeffries of Palo Alto, 
and Lori Anne, 
daughter of 
Roger and Carol 
Schwanhausser 
of Ridgefield, 
Conn., an-
nounced their 
engagement. 
Schwanhausser 
graduated from 
Ridgefield High 
School in 2001 
and Northwest-
ern University 
in 2005 with a 
B.S. in psychol-
ogy. She went on to complete 
a Masters in psychology and a 
doctorate in clinical psychology, 
with a concentration in sports 

performance, from LaSalle Uni-
versity in 2011. She is a practic-

ing psychologist 
in the Chicago 
area. Jeffries 
graduated from 
Palo Alto High 
School in 2001 
and Lafayette 
College in 2005 
with a B.A. in 
economics and is 
a senior regional 
sales representa-
tive for Reliance 
Standard Life In-
surance company 
in the Chicago 

office. They plan to marry on 
May 4, 2013, at the First Congre-
gational Church of Ridgefield, 
Conn.

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.

Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.

Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries
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Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Transitions

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Thomas W. Henderson, age 71, passed 
away on February 15, 2013 from Multiple 
System Atrophy at his home in Palo Alto, 
surrounded by family and friends. He is sur-
vived by his loving wife of 48 years, Susan 
Jelavich Henderson, his childhood sweet-
heart, daughter Karen Gilmour (John), and 
sons Rob, and Scott Henderson (Jill). He 
was the brother of Jack Henderson (Nancy) 
of Lincoln, CA and Jane Bartolucci of San 
Rafael, CA. He was the brother-in law of 
Barbara Watts (Bill). Tom was 
the grandfather of Lynn, Mat-
thew, and Lauren Gilmour, and 
Sophia, Mary, Grace, Laynie, Av-
ery and Bryson Henderson.  

Tom, the son of the late Dr. 
and Mrs. E.W. Henderson, was 
raised in Alameda and attended 
Alameda High School where he 
played Varsity Football and Bas-
ketball and was President of the 
Student Body. He also attended 
the University of Washington 
and went on to graduate from Cal State 
Hayward in 1964 with a BS in Economics. 
Tom was a successful independent insur-
ance broker for 44 years. Tom treated his 
clients like they were family. Everyone was 
important to him. He was a great husband, 
father, grandfather, uncle, friend, and 
neighbor.

Tom had a passion for sports, whether it 

was watching, playing or coaching. He es-
pecially loved tennis and playing with his 
friends at the University Club. Most of all 
he loved his family. He led a truly wonder-
ful life, appreciating every day to the fullest 
and never wavering from his greatest pri-
ority of caring, providing, and having fun 
with his family and friends.

Susan and the family will be forever 
grateful to Dr. Yumi Ando, Dr. Gary Pas-
ternak, and Dr. Benjamin Flores for the ex-

cellent care and support given 
to Tom. A special thanks also 
goes to Tom’s caregivers, Jun 
Oben and Herminia Herrera.

A celebration of Tom’s life 
will be held at the First Con-
gregational Church of Palo 
Alto (1985 Louis Rd, Palo Alto, 
CA) on Saturday, March 2nd at 
11:00 AM with a reception fol-
lowing at the University Club 
of Palo Alto from 1:00 to 3:00 
(3277 Miranda Ave, Palo Alto, 

CA). www.forevermissed.com/thomas-
william-henderson#about. 

In lieu of f lowers, donations may be made 
to Fiat Lux Foundation, 1805 El Camino 
Real Suite 100, Palo Alto, CA 94036 (fiat-
luxfoundation.org) or Mission Hospice and 
Home Care, 1670 South Amphlett Blvd. 
Suite 300, San Mateo, CA 94402 (mission-
hospice.org).

Thomas William Henderson 
1941 - 2013

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Ching Chen Chu, 90, died Feb. 11, 2013 from 
complications of arterial insufficiency in her 
legs. She was born in Tianjin, China, the old-
est of 3 girls and 2 boys. Her father Shu-tian 
Li earned a PhD in civil engi-
neering from Cornell, and was 
president of Peiyang Univer-
sity (now Tianjin University), 
a leading engineering school 
in China. She graduated from 
Nankai High School, Tianjin, 
and earned an economics de-
gree in 1944 from Tsinghua 
University, which had moved 
south to Kunming to avoid the 
war. Ching was celebrated for 
her striking beauty, and dur-
ing her freshman year, she was  
introduced to Ju Chin Chu, 
who had just graduated from Tsinghua with 
a chemistry degree. 

Ching left a privileged life in China, trav-
eling first to Calcutta, and then to Cam-
bridge, MA, where Ju Chin was finishing his 
ScD in chemical engineering at MIT. They 

married in 1945, and two years later, Ju Chin  
joined the faculty of Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. In 1950, to escape 
the midwestern summers, Ju Chin joined  

the faculty at Polytech-
nic Institute of Brooklyn 
(now Polytechnic Institute 
of NYU), soon settling in 
Garden City, NY, because of 
the school system. In 1968, 
the family moved to Orange 
County, CA, where Ju Chin 
worked in the aerospace in-
dustry before retiring. Ju 
Chin died in 2000. 

In 2004, Ching moved to 
Palo Alto to be closer to fami-
ly. During her last years, Ching 
avoided exercise, but enjoyed 

eating, particularly at Su Hong Restaurant 
where the staff treated her like royalty. She is 
survived by sons Gilbert, Steven and Morgan, 
and by grandsons Geoff, Michael, Alex and 
Jason. Friends and family will celebrate her 
life on Saturday May 4 in Palo Alto. 

Ching Chen Chu
November 5, 1922-February 11, 2013

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Aniela Bozynski, 87, a resident of Palo Alto for 63 years, 
passed away on February 13, 2013 in her Palo Alto home.  Born 
November 27th, 1925 in Poland she came to the United States 
on Mother’s Day 1949 with her husband, Antoni A. Bozynski 
whom she married on September 14th, 1946.  Aniela and An-
toni met while working on farms during the German occupa-
tion from 1945-1949.  

 First settling in Los Gatos, they later moved to Palo Alto in 
1953.  Aniela led an active life enjoying knitting, canning, tend-
ing her garden and her volunteer work with St. Anthony’s Din-
ing Room.  A parishioner of Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic 
Church she was also a member of the Y.L.I.  

 Preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, Antoni in 
2009, she is survived by her son, Tony (Cathy) Bozynski; grand-
childen, Rachel (Paul) Richey, Tyler (Rayni) Bozynski and great 
grandchildren, Mary Ellen Richey, Charlotte Richey and Bent-
ley Bozynski.  Friends are invited to attend cryptside services 
11:00 AM Thursday, February 21, 2013 at Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park, 695 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto.  

 Remembrances in Aniela’s name may be made to St. Antho-
ny’s Dining Room or Lucille Packard’s Children’s Hospital.  Ar-
rangements entrusted to Roller & Hapgood & Tinney Funeral 
Chapel of Palo Alto.

Aniela Bozynski
November 27, 1925– February 13, 2013

culture. Throughout her life, she 
remained an active member of the 
Christian Science Church.

She is survived by her five chil-
dren, Michael, Russell, Sidney, 
Taylor, and Lauren, along with 21 
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren, and her brother William “Bill” 
Cilker Jr. She is predeceased by her 
brother George Cilker and sister 
Marion Cilker.

Jim Waychus 
Jim Waychus of Palo Alto died on 

Jan. 1, 2013, at 60 from melanoma. 
He was born in Indiana and grew 

up in Kansas and New Jersey be-
fore landing in Mountain View as 
a high schooler. He graduated from 
Stanford in 1974. After graduation 
he was an operations manager for 

(continued from previous page) AT&T for many years until his re-
tirement in 2008.

He was a huge fan of all Stanford 
sports as well as a supporter of the 
SF Giants and 49ers.

He is survived by his wife of 35 
years, Andrea Barnes of Palo Alto; 
his daughter, Casey Barnes-Way-
chus of New York; and his sisters, 
Patricia Waychus Pearson and Bar-
bara Atkinson.

Like us on

www.facebook.com/
paloaltoonline
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

Support Local Business

The online 
guide to 
Palo Alto  

businesses

ShopPaloAlto.com

Give blood for life!
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

Like us on

www.facebook.com/
paloaltoonline

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Feb. 21-27

Violence related
Armed robbery   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Petty theft   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Residential burglaries   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Auto recovery   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Driving with suspended license . . . . . . .7

Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Misc. traffic   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Theft from auto   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .4

Vehicle accident/property damage   . . . .8

Vehicle impound   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Reckless driving   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Alcohol or drug related
Drunk driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous
Found property   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . .3

Missing person   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Outside assistance   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Possession of stolen property . . . . . . . .2

Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .5

Vandalism   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Warrant/other agency   . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Disposal request   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Muni code   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Unattended death   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Casualty/fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Menlo Park
Feb. 21-27

Violence related
Child abuse   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Petty theft   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Residential burglaries   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Theft undefined  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle related
Auto recovery   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Driving with suspended license . . . . . . .9

Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Theft from auto   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle accident, no injury . . . . . . . . . . .2

Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Possession of drugs   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Drug activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Miscellaneous

Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Found property   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Located missing person   . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Probation violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Vandalism   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Warrant arrest   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Civil dispute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Threats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Adult protective services referral . . . . . .1

Violation of restraining order   . . . . . . . . .1

CPS cross report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Atherton
Feb. 21-27

Theft related

Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Petty theft   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Vehicle related

Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Vehicle accident, minor injury   . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle accident, no injury . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle code violation   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Vehicle/traffic hazard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Alcohol or drug related

Sale of drugs   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous

Construction   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Disturbing/annoying phone calls  . . . . . .1

Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Found property   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Juvenile problem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Medical aid   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Outside assistance   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .1

Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Town ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Warrant arrest   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Civil matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

CPS case or referral . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
1766 Embarcadero Road, 2/21, 11:12 

a.m..; battery.

520 Cowper St., 2/22, 10:24 p.m.; armed 

robbery.

Unlisted block Park Blvd., 2/25, 11:44 

a.m; domestic violence.

Unlisted block Alma St., 2/26, 10:28 p.m.; 

domestic violence/battery.

500 block University Ave., 2/26, 10:06 

p.m.; battery.

Menlo Park
1300 block Hollyburne Ave., 2/24, 11:50 

p.m.; child abuse.

FAMILY COSMETIC DENTISTRY
650.366.0552

DR. CINDY HUE, D.D.S. DR. JESSE KIM, D.D.S.

BIRCH DENTAL GROUP

ONLY $49*
Includes Whitening

Treatment
Exam, X-Rays
and Cleaning

 

50% OFF
Uninsured, 

New Patients Only
Call for details. 

 

FREE
Teeth Whitening Kit

with Complete X-rays, 
Exam and Cleaning
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G U I D E  TO  2013  S U M M E R  C A M P S  F O R  K I D S

Academics

Early Learning Camp Connection listing  Palo Alto
Write Now! Summer Writing Camps

Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open 

their doors and offer their innovative programs: ExpositoryWriting, Cre-

ative Writing, Presentation Techniques, and (new!) Test-Taking Skills. Call 

or visit our website for details. 

www.headsup.org  Emerson (650) 424-1267  

 Hacienda (925) 485-5750

Foothill College  Los Altos Hills
Two Six-Week Summer Sessions Beginning June 10. These sessions are 

perfect for university students returning from summer break who need 

to pick up a class; and high school juniors, seniors and recent graduates 

who want to get an early start. 12345 El Monte Rd.

650.949.7362  www.foothill.edu

Harker Summer Programs  San Jose
K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6 

morning academics - focusing on math, language arts and science - and 

full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for-credit courses and 

non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs also offered. 

www.summer.harker.org  408-553-0537

iD Tech Camps - Summer Tech Fun  Held at Stanford
Take interests further! Ages 7-17 create iPhone apps, video games, C++/

Java programs, movies, and more at weeklong, day and overnight pro-

grams held at Stanford and 60+ universities in 26 states. Also 2-week, 

teen-only programs: iD Gaming Academy, iD Programming Academy, 

and iD Visual Arts Academy (filmmaking & photography). 

www.internalDrive.com  1-888-709-TECH (8324)

iD Teen Academies  

Gaming, Programming & Visual Arts Stanford
Gain a competitive edge! Learn different aspects of video game cre-

ation, app development, filmmaking, photography, and more. 2-week 

programs where ages 13-18 interact with industry professionals to gain 

competitive edge.  iD Gaming Academy, iD Programming Academy, and 

iD Visual Arts Academy are held at Stanford, and other universities.

www.iDTeenAcademies.com  1-888-709-TECH (8324)

Stratford School - Camp Socrates 17 Bay Area Campuses
Academic enrichment infused with traditional summer camp fun--that’s 

what your child will experience at Camp Socrates. Sessions begin June 

24 and end August 9, with the option for campers to attend all seven 

weeks, or the first four (June 24-July 19). Full or half-day morning or af-

ternoon programs are available.  

www.StratfordSchools.com/Summer  (650) 493-1151

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athlet-

ic programs for elementary through high school students. It is the goal 

of every program to make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable! 

www.sfhs.com/summer  650.968.1213 x446

TechKnowHow Computer  Palo Alto 

& Lego Camps Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-14 Courses 

include LEGO and K’NEX Projects with Motors, Electronics, NXT Robot-

ics, 3D Modeling, and Game Design. Many locations, including Palo 

Alto, Menlo Park and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options. Early-bird and 

multi-session discounts available.

Www.techknowhowkids.com 650-638-0500

YMCA of Silicon Valley Peninsula
What makes Y camps different?  We believe every child deserves the op-

portunity to discover who they are and what they can achieve. Y camp-

ers experience the outdoors, make new friends and have healthy fun in 

a safe, nurturing environment. They become more confident and grow 

as individuals, and they learn value in helping others. We offer day, over-

night, teen leadership and family camps. Financial assistance is avail-

able. Get your summer camp guide at ymcasv.org/summer camp. Youth 

camps (ages 5 - 17) run June 17 - Aug. 16 . Half-day and full-day options. 

Fees vary. 1922 The Alameda 3rd Floor, San Jose

www.ymcasv.org  (408) 351-6400

Arts, Culture, Other Camps

Busy Bees & Astro Kids Summer  Mountain View 

Adventure Camps
Join us for these half-day camps designed for 3-8 year olds as we have 

fun, participate in games and crafts, and go on fun field trips! Mountain 

View Community Center, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue
http://mountainview.gov

Community School  Mountain View 

of Music and Arts (CSMA)
50+ creative camps for Gr.  K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Sculpture, 

Musical Theater, School of Rock, Digital Arts, more! One- and two-week 

sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial 

aid offered. 
www.arts4all.org  650-917-6800 ext. 0 

DHF Wilderness Camps  Rancho San Antonio 

 Open Space Preserve
Children ages 6-14 can meet the livestock, help with farm chores, ex-

plore a wilderness preserve and have fun with crafts, songs and games. 

Older campers conclude the week with a sleepover at the Farm. Near the 

intersection of Hwy 85 and Hwy 280
mountainview.gov

Palo Alto Community Child Care (PACCC) Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades kindergarten to 6th, a wide 

variety of fun opportunities! K-1 Fun for the youngest campers, Neigh-

borhood Adventure Fun and Ultimate Adventure Fun for the more ac-

tive and on-the-go campers!  New this year:  Sports Adventure Camp for 

those young athletes and Operation Chef for out of this world cooking 

fun!  Swimming twice per week, periodic field trips, special visitors and 

many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round out the fun offer-

ings of PACCC Summer Camps! Registration is online. Open to campers 

from all communities! Come join the fun in Palo Alto!
www.paccc.org   650-493-2361

Theatreworks Summer Camps Palo Alto
In these skill-building workshops for grades K-5, students

engage in language-based activities, movement, music, and improvisa-

tion theatre games. Students present their own original pieces at the 

end of each two-week camp.
www.theatreworks.org/educationcommunity 650-493-7146

Western Ballet  Mountain View  

Children’s Summer Camp
Students attend ballet class and rehearsal in preparation for the recital 

of either Peter Pan or The Little Mermaid at the end of the two week ses-

sion. Separate Saturday classes are also offered.  Ages 4-9. 914 N. Reng-

storff Ave, Mountain View
http://westernballet.org/documents/summerchildrens.html

Western Ballet  Mountain View 

Intermediate Summer Intensive
Students obtain high quality training in ballet, pointe, character, jazz, 

and modern dance, while learning choreography from the classical bal-

let Paquita. The students dance in featured roles in a final performance. 

Ages 9-12. Audition required 914 N. Rengstorff Ave, Mountain View
http://westernballet.org/documents/summerpre-intermediate.html

Western Ballet  Mountain View 

Advanced Summer Intensive
Students obtain high quality training in ballet, pointe, character, jazz, 

and modern dance, while learning choreography from the classical bal-

let Paquita. The students dance in featured roles in a final performance. 

Ages 13-23. Audition required. 914 N. Rengstorff Ave, Mountain View
http://westernballet.org/documents/summer_int_adv.html

Athletics

City of Mountain View  Mountain View 

Recreation Division
Discover fun with us this summer through the many programs available 

with the City of Mountain View Recreation Division. From sports to tra-

ditional day camps, to cooking camps, dance camps and art camps... we 

have it all! Mountain View Community Center, 201 S. Rengstorff Avenue
http://mountainview.gov

City of Mountain View Swim Lessons  Mountain View 
Rengstorff and Eagle Parks
We offer swim lessons for ages 6 months to 14 years. Following the 
American Red Cross swim lesson program, students are divided into one 
of the 11 different levels taught by a certified instructor. Rengstorff Park 
Pool, 201 S Rengstorff Ave and Eagle Park Pool,650 Franklin St.
http://mountainview.gov/

Club Rec Juniors & Seniors  Mountain View
Club Rec Juniors and Seniors is open for youth 6-11 years old. These tra-
ditional day camps are filled with fun theme weeks, weekly trips, swim-
ming, games, crafts and more! Monta Loma Elementary School, 490 
Thompson Ave.
http://mountainview.gov

Foothills Day Camp  Palo Alto
What will you discover? Foothills Day and Fun Camps, for youth ages 
8-10 and 5-7 respectively, includes canoeing, hiking, animal identifica-
tion games, crafts, and more- all for less than $5 an hour. Registration 
begins February 15th for residents. (February 22nd for non-residents.) 
Hurry, spaces are limited!
cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy  650-463-4900.

J-Camp  Palo Alto
Exciting programs for kindergarteners through teens include swim-
ming, field trips, sports and more. Enroll your child in traditional or spe-
cial focus camps like Surfing, Archery, Animal Adventure, Circus Camp 
and over 50 others! Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way
www.paloaltojcc.org/jcamp (650) 223-8622 

Kim Grant Tennis Academy  Palo Alto 
& Summer Camps  Menlo Park/Redwood City
Fun and Specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, In-termidate 
1&2, Advanced and Elite Players. Weekly programs designed by Kim 
Grant to improve players technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness 
and all around tennis game. Camps in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Red-
wood City. Come make new friends and have tons of FUN!!
www.KimGrantTennis.com  650-752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University
Dick Gould’s 43rd Annual Stanford Tennis School offers day camps for 
bothjuniors & adults. Weekly junior overnight & extended day camps 
run by John Whitlinger & Lele Forood. Junior Day Camp run by Brandon 
Coupe & Frankie Brennan.
www.USSportsCamps.com/tennis  1-800-NIKE-CAMP (645-3226)

Spartans Sports Camp
Spartans Sports Camp offers multi-sport, week-long sessions for boys 
and girls in grades 3-6 as well as sport-specific sessions for grades 6-9. 
There are also strength and conditioning camps for grades 6-12. Camps 
begin June 10th and run weekly through August 2nd at Mountain View 
High School. The camp is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes 
and all proceeds benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and ex-
tended care are available for your convenience. Register today!
www. SpartansSportsCamp.com 650-479-5906

Spring Down Camp Equestrian Center Portola Valley
Spring Down Camp teaches basic to advanced horsemanship skills. 
Ages 6-99 welcome! Daily informative lecture, riding lesson, supervised 
hands-on ski-ll practice, safety around horses, tacking/untacking of own 
camp horse, and arts/crafts.
www.springdown.com 650.851.1114

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to sport or have experience, we have a camp for 
you. Half day or Full day option for boys and girls. All the camps offer 
fundamental skill work, position work, scrimmages and games. 
StanfordWaterPoloCamps.com 650-725-9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all-sports camp provides group 
instruction in a variety of field, water and court games. Saint Francis fac-
ulty and students staff the camp, and the focus is always on fun. The 
program is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and posi-
tive self-esteem. After camp care and swim lessons available.
www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x650

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We offer a wide selection of 
advanced sports camps desikgned to provide playhers with the oppor-
tunity to improve both their skills and knowledge of a specific sport. 
Each camp is run by a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staffed 
by members of the coaching staff.
www.sfhs.com/summer 650.968.1213 x650

For more information about these camps, see our online  
directory of camps at http://paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/

To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210
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Palo Alto needs housing
Editor,

An inquiry about the reasonable-
ness of ABAG’s goals for Palo Alto 
is putting the cart before the horse. 
California, which has authority over 
all local governments, requires that 
worker housing be near workers’ jobs 
for two reasons among many: to avoid 
wasteful expenditure on worker trans-
portation and to insure that the money-
making entities pay for their workers’ 
children’s schools.

For years Palo Alto was deemed 
to be in default by several hundred 
homes a year due to the jobs created 
in the industrial park; outsourcing, the 
recession and foreclosure exacerbated 
the deficit because workers’ income 
declined so much, yet the workers 
remained in place, homeless. Where 
could they go?

The last straw is the new Stanford 
Hospital. Hospitals use three to four 
workers for every patient bed, and 
two-thirds of them are on evening and 
night shifts, so they can’t come from 
Coyote and Stanislaus County by pub-
lic transportation, even if homes could 
be built for them there. Do the math: 
A 700-bed hospital requires 2,100 
not-rich workers, and the City Council 
seems oblivious.

Meanwhile, Palo Alto keeps de-
stroying worker housing space, replac-
ing cottages with offices and starter 
castles. As we speak, 125 modest but 
livable mobile homes are on the block, 
to be replaced by luxury homes and 
... that’s right, more offices, i.e., more 
jobs. This ostensibly built-out city 
keeps turning up more space for mon-
ey-making development in unlikely 
places — the flood plain for San Fran-
cisquito Creek, the World War I Julia 
Morgan hospitality house, Red Cross 
and Little League field. Who knew?

Stephanie Munoz
Alma Street

Palo Alto

Underground tracks solve 
problems
Editor,

With or without high-speed rail, 
place the Southern Pacific railroad 
tracks underground. This will resolve 
many of our traffic problems at San 
Antonio and Charleston Road cross-
ings.

Reserve 27 University Ave. land as 
a home for TheatreWorks and other 
cultural activities. Cultural activities 
will generate traffic mostly during 
evenings and weekends. They will 
not complicate the cramped traf-
fic grid and lack of parking we now 
have in downtown Palo Alto. With the 
underground railroad tracks and pos-
sibly underground bus and train sta-
tions, land above will be available for 
downtown parking. Then, 27 Univer-
sity Ave. will be an excellent site for 
dense, high-rise development because 
it is adjacent to a major rail corridor. 
More downtown workers will com-
mute by Caltrain. At the same time, 
Alma Street can be widened by six 
feet to accommodate a planter to sepa-

rate north and southbound traffic. 
A special community demands 

tough-minded decisions. Further cut-
ting of city services is required. If we 
go after every amenity that is “nice” to 
have, we forgo the parks, promenades 
and commercial land that a buried 
railroad will generate. I remember 
a figure of 75 acres made available 
above buried rail tracks when this idea 
was suggested many years ago. And 
land values all over our more livable 
city will rise.

I ask you to be miserly with our 
pennies and squirrel away the dollars 
saved. Planning and undergrounding 
the railroad tracks will cost plenty. But 
traffic problems that have plagued us 
for so many decades will be lessened 
and we will enjoy a vibrant, improved 
Palo Alto.

Bob Roth
Middlefield Road 

Palo Alto

Shelters need help
Editor,

There is a lack of shelter beds in the 
Palo Alto area. There have not been 
enough beds for those in need for a 
long time. There are even fewer total 
shelter beds in the area now that Clara 
Mateo closed.

As Google and other local employ-

ers offer landlords higher and higher 
rents to house their recent hires from 
out of the area, there are fewer low-
cost rentals for locals.

The armory in Sunnyvale that shel-
ters a couple of hundred people in the 
winter is scheduled to close sometime 
soon.

In fact, one of the only groups actu-
ally adding shelter beds around here 
are some Stanford students who put 
together a shelter for 15 women last 
winter that was open for 90 days. They 
did it with a lot of their own time and 
donated resources from individuals, 
local churches and InnVision. That 
was their pilot project. It was called 
the Hotel de Zink: Women’s Shelter 
(HdZW).

Now they’re in the process of incor-
porating as a California public benefit 
charity — The Heart and Home Col-
laborative — whose first project will 
be a women’s shelter. It is being orga-
nized with input from shelter guests 
and community members who are 
building on the work and experiences 
of the HdZW.

They need help. They need loca-
tions to house the shelter for at least a 
few weeks. They need donations. 

Chuck Jagoda
El Camino Real

Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

As district lawyers step in, 
disappointing spin begins
School board struggles to understand bullying case 

investigation and depth of district governance problem 

A s Palo Alto school officials brace for an inevitable lawsuit stem-
ming from its failure to respond properly to the bullying of a spe-
cial-education middle school student, the district’s handling of the 

issue became even more bizarre this week.
The school board, which had been kept in the dark by Superintendent 

Kevin Skelly about an agreement he signed in December with the De-
partment of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and all the details 
of their investigation and findings, met in closed session with its attorneys 
Tuesday afternoon and then had their first chance to discuss the situation 
in public at its regular board meeting.

With two weeks having passed since the story of this case became 
public, and then only after the family of the bullied child released docu-
ments to the Weekly, what was the district’s plan for explaining to the 
board and public what happened and why? 

Instead of asking for a presentation from the Office of Civil Rights 
or from those in the district responsible for ensuring that bullying and 
harassment complaints are investigated and resolved in accordance with 
laws and district policies, the board and public heard from the district’s 
lawyer, Laurie Reynolds.

To hear the description of events as told by Reynolds, a partner with 
the firm of Fagen, Friedman and Fulfrost, the district’s experience with 
OCR over this case was simply fantastic.

She said when the district received the first draft last April of the 
OCR’s list of remedial actions it wanted taken, the district responded 
by saying they were “great” but wanted to do more than what was being 
asked. According to Reynolds, “It was kind of an amusing moment,” she 
said. “They were stone silent. They said ‘Wow! OK.’”

Reynolds explained to the board that OCR only wanted training done 
at the one middle school where the victim of bullying had been enrolled, 
but that the district wanted to do it at all district schools.

But on this point and several others, Reynolds was incorrect, misled 
the board and the public and engaged in pure obfuscation.

In the first draft of the agreement, obtained by the Weekly from the 
school district, OCR’s original language was, “The District will provide 
annual mandatory training on disability-based harassment to all middle 
and high school site administrators and teaching staff. OCR is available 
to provide the first training.”

The final agreement signed in December, reflecting the enhancements 
Reynolds described, stated, “The District will provide mandatory train-
ing on disability-based harassment to all school site administrators in 
the District. OCR is available to provide the first training.” “District site 
administrators will then train the teachers at their school sites within the 
first three months of the school year.”

It added elementary school principals to those being trained, but re-
moved the requirement for annual training and for the immediate and for-
mal training of teachers. Neither agreement was limited to the one middle 
school as Reynolds asserted twice in her comments to the board.

The final agreement also reduced the requirements from mandating 
annual age-appropriate instruction on disability harassment to requiring 
it for only the next three years.

Reynolds also did the board and public a disservice by suggesting the 
district had no ability to settle the case with OCR prior to the issuance 
of findings because the family of the bullied student wouldn’t agree to 
a process called Early Complaint Resolution, which is available when a 
complaint is first received. 

In fact, OCR rules clearly state that at any time during an investigation, 
the district can opt to enter into a resolution agreement and avoid formal 
and possible damaging legal findings.

The district’s failure to seek such an outcome, done without any input 
or even knowledge of the school board, may have profound ramifications, 
because it led to a set of legal findings of non-compliance with federal 
law that can now be used in litigation against the district.

It is very unfortunate that the school board is now in a position of be-
ing let down by both its top administrators and its own law firm, which 
should have briefed the board on its legal exposure early on in the pro-
cess, and it is now essential that the board bring in separate counsel to 
advise it independently. 

Credit trustee Melissa Baten Caswell for her admonishment at Tues-
day’s meeting that the district should never again enter into an agreement 
in response to an inquiry or investigation from an outside agency without 
the board’s full knowledge and approval.

As the sad saga of the district’s handling of this issue continues to un-
fold, it is important that we not lose sight of the fact that there are real kids 
and real families who have been traumatized, first by the bullying and 
then by the systemic failure of the school district to respond properly.

While there is a board governance mess to clean up, there is also the 
critical need to ensure that district administrators actually follow the 
policies that the school board has put in place to protect children, and to 
hold those who don’t accountable.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage  
or on issues of local interest.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
 We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, 
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be 
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a 
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant  
Eric Van Susteren at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

? Do you agree with Mayor Scharff’s 
assessment of Palo Alto’s future and 
priorities?
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Are you ever worried about getting mugged?
Asked at Main Library on Newell Road and at Miki’s Farm Fresh Market on Alma Street. Interviews and photographs by Rebecca Duran.

George Martin 
Retired
Washington Avenue,  Palo Alto
“Not as much as I would in any other 
city.”

Bola Wusu
Yoga and dance instructor 
Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto
“At night. People like to go out at night, 
but they’re not necessarily always bad. 
Children like to go out at night.”

Willa Hardamon
Nurse
Webster Street, Palo Alto
“Yes, During dinner hours, when it’s 
kind of dark. It’s a target time down-
town because they know people have 
money to buy dinner.”

Marco Schuffelen
Self-employed
South Court, Palo Alto
“I’m always worried about my wife 
when she goes running. I always think 
about that.”

Ann Nyser
Interior designer
North California Avenue, Palo Alto
“Not really. I’m really careful about 
where I walk and I keep alert.” 

by Jay Thorwaldson

Bill Somerville, 
who has spent 
more than a 

half century help-
ing combat poverty 
through revolutionary 
approaches to phi-
lanthropy, is stepping 
back a bit from head-
ing the Philanthropic 
Ventures Foundation 
he founded decades 
ago. 

But he balks at calling his work “giving.” 
He sees it as investing in people, finding dedi-
cated individuals and funding their efforts in 
community programs, education and poverty-
relief efforts. 

On the Peninsula and in Silicon Valley he is 
perhaps best known for heading up the Pen-
insula Community Foundation for 17 years, 
which has poured millions of donated dol-
lars into community-based programs. He was 
the first paid staff member of the foundation, 
which began as the San Mateo Foundation, 
and helped grow it into a multi-million-dollar 
operation. 

Somerville’s dedication to social causes and 
philanthropy dates to 1960, when he left a 
family printing business to work on race rela-
tions for the University of California, Berke-
ley, and later worked into philanthropy. 

While the Philanthropic Ventures Founda-
tion is based in rented offices in Oakland’s 
Preservation Park, a huge amount of its fund-
ing — and Somerville’s personal time — is 
spent in the Midpeninsula communities of 
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, east Menlo Park 
and nearby communities. 

Somerville, at a vigorous 83 years old, is 
turning over day-to-day CEO management 

to James Higa, who for nearly three decades 
was a key lieutenant of Steve Jobs at Apple 
Computer. Higa was literally involved in the 
birth of the personal-computer revolution and 
in the development of the Macintosh comput-
ers and other Apple products and services. He 
also has a history of public service, includ-
ing spearheading international disaster-relief 
efforts and serving on the national advisory 
board for the Haas Center for Public Service 
at Stanford University. 

But Somerville will remain as president of 
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation’s board 
of directors, which includes Colburn “Cole” 
Wilbur, longtime head of the David and Lu-
cile Packard Foundation, Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier and attorney William Green of 
Palo Alto. 

Yet within the philanthropic field, Somer-
ville is known for his innovative and self-
acknowledged “revolutionary” approaches to 
grant-making. 

He is especially proud of a streamlined 
method of awarding grants. He calls it “pa-
perless” grant-making — which means the 
foundation does whatever paperwork is need-
ed, not the grant-seeker. This contrasts with 
what I once termed “the foundation dance” 
of requiring costly, detailed applications with 
multiple copies and lengthy review periods. 

The average grant for the big foundations 
takes 27 hours of preparation, and on average 
it takes about seven months for a decision. 

Somerville’s foundation virtually guaran-
tees an answer, even a check, within 48 hours. 
Another revolutionary approach Somerville 
takes is that he “invests in people,” more than 
specific projects or programs. Trust is a huge 
factor.

Even the modest offices of the foundation 
contrast with huge buildings of some of the 
large foundations, including the venerable 

Hewlett Foundation and the new, block-square 
headquarters of the Packard Foundation in 
downtown Los Altos. Nationally, the Ford 
Foundation’s building stands out as an exam-
ple of monumental construction, headquar-
ters for about $16.8 billion it has distributed 
in grants worldwide to “visionary” causes. 

Philanthropy is huge, of “business” dimen-
sions. Yet of the nearly $300 billion in philan-
thropy grants placed nationally each year only 
14 percent comes from foundations. Another 
5 percent comes from corporations — once 
equal to the amount from foundations.

That leaves 81 percent of philanthropy 
coming from individuals (8 percent from be-
quests), an astounding sum flowing to the es-
timated 1.6 million registered nonprofit orga-
nizations in America (in 2010), according to 
the San Francisco-based Foundation Center. 

In the Bay Area alone there are an estimat-
ed 32,000 nonprofits and about 2,500 foun-
dations. Those foundations account for more 
than half the total giving statewide and hold 
nearly half the assets of all California founda-
tions — with about $45 billion in assets fund-
ing roughly $3 billion in grants annually. 

No nation in the world matches the United 
States’ volume of giving, although Britain 
and Canada both have community founda-
tions similar to those in the United States. 

Somerville is proud of that funding, but 
deeply dismayed by the cost, complexity and 
delay in the grant-application process — much 
of it likely stemming from fear of failure and 
lack of trust in the people applying for grants 
on the part of the grant evaluators working in 
the offices of the big foundations. 

“If you’re a young staff person the more 
paper you require the better it is for your 
job.” And the average seven-month delay 
“is absurd. These sort of things, waiting and 
writing, that’s not entrepreneurial; that’s not 

taking a risk; that’s not being on the cutting 
edge; that’s not dealing with original ideas. 
It’s very very conventional, and very sad.” 

Trust is Somerville’s mantra guiding the 
awarding of thousands of modest-size grants 
to highly local people, grants that total in the 
millions over the years. The grants include 
a category he calls “public-sector funding,” 
usually smaller grants awarded to public em-
ployees such as juvenile judges, social work-
ers, librarians and teachers. 

One judge asked simply for funds to buy 
teddy bears to give out to families completing 
an adoption process. Others use the funds for 
glasses, minor dental work or other things. A 
judge pointed out that judges couldn’t receive 
grants. “So what we’ve done is set aside $10,000 
for every juvenile judge in the Bay Area, and 
they can call on it and verify the need and we 
will make the decision to give the grant.” 

Teachers also get funding: “We now have 
what’s called ‘the Fax-Ma’am Program.’ All 
teachers need to do is fax us a one-page letter 
for $500 for an excursion, science supplies, 
art supplies, professional training, and we 
give them a check within 48 hours. 

“We do this with social workers who work 
with abused children. They can ask for things 
like when a girl (in foster care) wants to go to 
the prom and doesn’t have a dress. 

“We’ve given out millions of dollars this 
way so far, about eight million.”

Small change in the big picture, but huge in 
terms of its impact on individuals and local 
communities, and a measure of Somerville’s 
legacy. 

Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be emailed at jthorwaldson@paweekly.
com with a copy to jaythor@well.com. He 
also writes blogs posted on the Weekly’s 
community website, www.PaloAltoOnline.
com (below Town Square). 

Bill Somerville steps back after a lifetime as a philanthropic revolutionary
On Deadline

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Register at avenidas.org 
or call (650) 289-5435.

Choose from three focus areas:

Avenidas presents the 6th Annual

Housing Conference

Resources and programs for positive aging

 Do you want to sell your home and move?
 Have you decided to stay in your own home?
 Are you still exploring your options?

Saturday, March 23
8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsors Nancy Goldcamp, Coldwell Banker 
and Oshman Family Jewish Community Center

Call 650-353-5080 for a tour!

The Perfect Place  
To Call Home

850 Webster Street 
Palo Alto

www.channinghouse.org
DSS license #430700136

Scan this barcode 
with your smartphone 

to see our website

O n her 92nd birthday last month, Lucille 
Brown participated in an exercise class, 
decked herself out in black slacks, a fitted 

top and elegant scarf and went off to play bridge 
with friends.

“When I feel like I don’t want to exercise I 
begin to realize it’s exactly the time I should do 
it,” said Brown, who has lived for the past two 
years at Moldaw Family Residences, adjacent to 
the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center 
in Palo Alto.

“Even if the air feels a little cold, it restores 
your energy.”

Brown, who counts Tai Chi and Feldenkrais 
among her practices, is among legions of local 
residents 65 and older who maintain exercise 
routines on a daily, or near daily basis.

At the Palo Alto Family YMCA on Ross 
Road, lobby traffic on a weekday morning is a 
mixture of young parents, toddlers and seniors, 
including more than a few who use walkers.

The Y reports that 14 percent of its mem-
bership consists of “active older adults 65 and 
over.”

They can be found in the Y’s regular classes 

or in classes specifically targeted at seniors, as 
well as on the exercise equipment, in the gym 
or on the climbing wall, said Wellness Director 
Diana Turner.

In a deep-water running class she takes at the 
YMCA, 74-year-old Sandra O’Neal reports that 
many participants have had joint replacements.

O’Neal herself, who still works part-time as a 
nurse-practitioner, has had both knees replaced 
and says she is “celebrating” the second anniver-
sary of her third hip replacement.

Daily classes in Zumba or deep-water running 
— in which participants wear flotation belts to 
do various exercises in the water — keep her “fit 
and socialized,” O’Neal said.

“It’s a great way to start the day,” she said 
Tuesday after emerging from the pool at 9 a.m.

“One of the best parts is to meet a whole other 
gang of grandmothers. We have costume contests 
at holidays, we help each other out outside of the 
pool — and a big part of our exercise day is to 
meet for coffee after, pretty much every day.”

In informal interviews with the Weekly many 

Living Well
A monthly special section of              news & information for seniors

MARCH 2013

(continued on page 25)

Seniors: Finding ways to stay fit
Tai Chi, dance, water aerobics appeal to lifelong or new exercisers 

by Chris Kenrick

Elaine Desser follows instructions in a water aerobics class at the Oshman Family Jewish 
Community Center.

Veronica W
eber
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Everybody’s got a view.

899 East Charleston 
Palo Alto, CA 94303

InspiredRetirementLiving.org

Freethinking, farseeing, open-minded seniors choose 

the retirement community where intergenerational,  

social, educational, recreational and entertainment  

opportunities stimulate their continued growth.

Grow here. Call 1-877-525-3051 for  
more information about upcoming  
events or to schedule a visit.

Moldaw Residences welcomes older adults  
of all faiths, ethnicities and racial backgrounds.
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(650) 289-5400
www.avenidas.org

engaged
and

active!

Proud sponsor of Living Well 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4
Alzheimer’s 
Spouse Caregiver 
Support Group
1:30-3pm @ Avenidas

Alzheimer’s 
& Dementia 
Discussion
7pm @ Dementia 
Therapeutics, 
RSVP: 213-8585

Foot and Hand 
Nail Care with 
A+ Pedicure
9am-1:30pm 
(45 minute slots) @ 
Avenidas

7
Free Health 
Insurance 
Counseling
9-11am @ Avenidas

8
Planting a Spring 
Vegetable Garden 
from Seed
Time: 1-2pm @ 
Avenidas

9

10 11
Optimizing Brain 
Health in Aging
2-3:30pm @ Avenidas

12
Alzheimer’s & 
Dementia 
Discussion
7pm @ Dementia 
Therapeutics, 
RSVP: 213-8585

13
Adult Child 
Caregiver Support 
Group 
6:30-8 PM @ 
Avenidas 

14
Walking Group
9am @ Avenidas

15
Drumming Circle 
Workshop   
1 to 2:30pm @ 
Avenidas

16

17 18
Free Senior Adults 
Legal Assistance
10am-1pm @ 
Avenidas

19
Free Skin Cancer 
Screening
11am-2pm @ 
Avenidas

20
Free Mindful 
Meditation
2-3pm @ Avenidas 

21
Teens & Seniors 
Connecting 
Through 
Technology
4-5pm @ Avenidas

22
Free AARP Tax 
Assistance
@ Avenidas

23
6th Annual 
Avenidas Housing 
Conference
8:30am-2:15pm @ 
Oshman Family Jewish 
Community Center 

24

31

25
Free Mah Jong
1-4pm @ Avenidas

26
Line Dancing
2-3:30pm @ Avenidas

27
Foot & Hand Nail 
Care with A+ 
Pedicure
9am-1:30pm 
(45 minute slots) 
@ Avenidas. 

28
How to Under-
stand Depression 
in the Elderly 
7-8:30pm @ Avenidas 
Rose Kleiner Center, 
Mountain View

29
Free Bridge 
games
1-4pm @ Avenidas

30

MARCH 2013 Calendar of EventsLiving Well

For complete schedule or information about Avenidas events, call 650-289-5400

Calendar event 
listings are reserved 
for advertisers. 
For more information 
contact Adam Carter 
at 223-6573

5
Better Hearing 
Gets Personal
8am-5pm @ Pacifi c 
Hearing Service,  
Menlo Park: 854-1980; 
Los Altos: 941-0664

6
Better Hearing 
Gets Personal
8am-5pm @ Pacifi c 
Hearing Service,  
Menlo Park: 854-1980; 
Los Altos: 941-0664
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Conference Information:
650-289-5435

To register visit: www.avenidas.org

Presented by

“Love Where You Live”

Saturday, March 23
8:30am to 2:30pm

at

Oshman Family Jewish 
Community Center

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
Free garage parking available

Early Registration Special
$40 Avenidas Members

$45 Non-Members

After March 15: $50

Includes: lunch, keynote, choice of 
three workshops, conference materials 
& giveaways, Avenidas “Where to Live” 

Housing Guide, access to sponsors, 
and the chance to win prizes.

Sixth Annual
Avenidas

Housing 
Conference

9:00 to 10:00am: Keynote Address
“Dare to Be 100!” by Walter Bortz, MD

10:15 to 11:15am: Session 1  (choose workshop 1-A, 1-B, or 1-C)

11:30am to 12:30pm: Session 2  (choose workshop 2-A, 2-B, or 2-C)

11:15 to 11:30am: Break  Visit our sponsors to win prizes!

1:15 to 2:15pm: Session 3  (choose workshop 3-A, 3-B, or 3-C)

2:15pm: Conference Ends
Need help choosing three workshops? We suggest:

12:30 to1:15pm: Lunch Visit our sponsors to win prizes!
1:00pm: Prize Drawing in Cultural Hall. You must be present to win.

8:30 to 9:00am: Registration
Coffee and orange juice served. Visit our sponsors to win prizes!

According to Dr. Bortz, one of America’s premiere scientifi c experts on 
aging, “Birth certifi cates do not come with expiration dates.” Learn how to 
live a long and healthy life—wherever you decide to spend your retirement!

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

1-A: Mastering the Four 
‘P’s of Home Selling
Nancy Goldcamp, Realtor®
If you are thinking of selling, you 
must fi rst study the Four ‘P’s: 
planning, preparing, pricing, and 
paperwork. Plan on leaving this 
workshop armed with home prep 
costs and tips, knowledge of local 
real estate values, great insight 
from others who’ve “been there,” 
checklists, and resource materials.

2-A: Create Beauty 
and Order in Your Home
Kit Davey, A Fresh Look
Whether you decide to stay put 
or downsize, you can benefi t 
from creating a harmonious and 
organized home. Get tips on how 
to repurpose and simplify your 
furnishings so that your home 
appears spacious and uncluttered, 
and learn how to organize so that 
there is “a place for everything and 
everything is in its place.”

3-A: Co-Housing & 
Intentional Communities
Diana Bloch, Greenwave of East 
Palo Alto; Raines Cohen, Co-housing 
Regional Organizer; Sanda Everett, 
San Mateo Ecovillage & Co-Housing
Co-housing, intentional com-
munities, and ecovillages provide 
residents with a social network 
and shared responsibilities. These 
options focus on egalitarian values, 
decision-making by consensus, 
and living ecologically sustainable 
lifestyles. Get the latest on the Bay 
Area co-housing movement!

3-C: Financial Planning 
for CCRCs
Esther Szabo, 
KK Wealth Advisors
Continuing Care Retirement Com-
munities (CCRCs) provide up to 
three levels of care: independent, 
assisted, and skilled. Each commu-
nity is unique in terms of services, 
amenities, and costs. Learn about 
CCRC options in this area and 
how to determine if this is an af-
fordable option for you.

3-B: Forever Happy, 
Forever Home
Vickie Epstein, Avenidas Village 
Iris Harrell & Genie Nowicki, 
Harrell Remodeling
Age in your own community with 
style, safety, and outside help 
where—and when—you need it! 
Learn how universal design can 
help you create a beautiful and 
functional home that is a perfect 
place to spend your golden years, 
and how joining a local Village can 
help you stay in it for as long as 
possible.

2-B: Increasing Home Safety 
through Modifi cations and 
Technology
Susan Ayers Walker, Smart Silvers 
Martin Simenc, Home Safety Services
Being proactive about safety can 
make the difference between aging 
at home or having to move. Get 
great info about basic modifi cations 
that can make your home safer, and 
learn to leverage technologies that 
foster active aging.

2-C: Assisted Living 
in the Bay Area
Priscila Arzate, Sunrise of 
Sunnyvale; Mary Lou Marshall, 
Palo Alto Commons 
Alisa Mallari Tu, Gordon Manor
Our panel of representatives from 
local communities are on hand to 
help you determine whether As-
sisted Living is the housing option 
that will best fi t your wants and 
needs.

1-B: Financing Your Future
Carla Cumpston, CFP®, 
Edward Jones
Attend this informative presen-
tation on retirement planning, 
including investmentstrategies and 
tapping the equity in your home 
through the use of standard or 
reverse mortgages.

1-C: Basic Training 
for Savvy Explorers
Kaye Sharbrough, 
Senior Seasons 
Peggy Simon, Avenidas
You’re about to embark on your 
quest for senior housing info... be 
smart, know where to start! Get the 
basics on aging-in-place, indepen-
dent living, continuing care retire-
ment communities, and assisted 
living, including board and care.

Choose 1-A, 2-A, and 3-A if you 
have decided to sell your home 
and move.

Choose 1-B, 2-B, and 3-B if you have 
decided to stay in your home.

Choose 1-C, 2-C, and 3-C if you are 
still exploring your options.

DRE00787851

You’ll meet many Supporting Sponsors, including: Canyon House & Crescent Villa; Care Indeed; Channing House; Harrell 
Remodeling; Home Care Assistance; Home Instead Senior Care; Alain Pinel; Los Gatos Meadows; Matched Caregivers; Palo 
Alto Commons; Search Senior Living.com; Senior Seasons; Seniors at Home; Webster House; Managing Moves and More; 
Edward Jones; Reverse Mortgages Only.

This page compliments of Nancy Goldcamp, Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate – Leadership Sponsor of the 
Avenidas Housing Conference for the past 6 years and Serving Buyers and Sellers in the Bay for the past 27.
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Living Well

Our 2nd session due to popular demand! 
Join the Dementia Therapeutics team and Dr. 
Samuel Gontkovsky for a free information session 
to help you and your family navigate the 
challenges that come after an Alzheimer’s or 
dementia diagnosis.

Topics to be covered include:
 The definition of Alzheimer’s disease and 

   other forms of dementia
 Currently available treatments for dementia

 Dementia Therapeutics as a new approach to  
   slowing cognitive decline 

    When:      Tuesday, March 12th at 7pm

    Where:     525 University Ave., 6th Floor

            Palo Alto, CA 94301

 Visit DementiaTherapeutics.com/RSVP/ 
or call 650-213-8585 to reserve your spot!

650-213-8585
www.DementiaTherapeutics.com

Serving the Bay Area for over 35 years!

Better Hearing Gets Personal

As audiologists at Pacific Hearing Service, it is our mission to educate our patients and 
community about hearing loss and treatment. Hearing loss increases your listening effort 
which results in stress, fatigue and frustration. We are pleased to be among the first hearing 
care professionals in the Bay Area to offer a new discreet hearing device that delivers highly 
personalized sound experiences—Alta by Oticon. 

You are invited to learn more about this exciting, new hearing technology and other new 
hearing aids at special events to be held:

Los Altos Menlo Park 

Open Your Ears To New Possibilities! 

March 5 & 6 – Pacific Hearing Service 
Call for an appointment!

496 First Street, Suite 120, Los Altos
(650) 941-0664

or
3555 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite 100, Menlo Park

(650) 854-1980

www.PacificHearingService.com

65 IS THE NEW 55 ... It’s not just a joke on a birthday card — 

age 65 really is approximately the new 55, says Stanford econo-

mist John Shoven. Today’s 65-year-old has the same mortality 

and health that 54-year-olds had in 1947. If we don’t fix antiquated 

retirement systems in the United States and elsewhere that can-

not support longer life spans, “it’s going to stress our economies 

even more,” Shoven told the Stanford News Service. Though So-

cial Security is “quite secure” for people now 55 and older, reform 

is urgently needed, he said. Basically, Social Security benefits are 

going to have to be cut and they’re probably going to be cut most 

for high earners. People who have a long and lucrative career will 

almost certainly get less than in the current law.

LONGER LIFE SPANS ... Over the next 30 years the U.S. popula-

tion 65 and over will double from 40 million to 80 million and the 

share of seniors will increase from 13 percent to 20 percent, says 

the Stanford Center on Longevity.  By the time the last Baby 

Boomer turns 65 in 2029, one in five Americas will be 65 or older. 

By 2032, there will be more people 65 and older than children 

under 15. Founded in 2006, the Center on Longevity researches 

ways to redesign systems for longer life spans and to use science 

and technology to solve problems related to aging.

A SILVER LINING TO GRAY ... As people grow older they tend 

to become more emotionally stable, according to a 2010 Stan-

ford study. And that translates into longer, more productive lives 

that offer more benefits than problems, said lead author Laura 
Carstensen. “As people age, they’re more emotionally bal-

anced and better able to solve highly emotional problems,” said 

Carstensen, a psychology professor and director of the Stan-

ford Center on Longevity. “We may be seeing a larger group of 

people who can get along with a greater number of people. They 

care more and are more compassionate about problems, and 

that may lead to a more stable world.” Between 1993 and 2005 

Carstensen and her colleagues tracked about 180 Americans be-

tween the ages of 18 and 94. For one week every five years, the 

study participants carried pagers and were asked to immediately 

respond to a series of questions whenever the devices buzzed. 

The periodic quizzes were intended to chart how happy, satis-

fied and comfortable they were at any given time. While previous 

research established a correlation between aging and happiness, 

Carstensen’s study was the first to track the same people over a 

long period of time to examine how they changed.

CELLS AND AGING ... Healthy menopausal women carrying a 

well-known genetic risk factor for Alzheimer’s disease showed 

measurable signs of accelerated biological aging, a new study 

has found. However, in carriers who started hormone therapy at 

menopause and remained on that therapy, this acceleration was 

absent, the researchers said. Hormone therapy for non-carriers 

of the risk factor, a gene variant called ApoE4, had no protec-

tive effect on their biological aging. “This shows that ApoE4 is 

contributing to aging at the cellular level well before any outward 

symptoms of decline become apparent,” said Natalie Rasgon, 

professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the Stanford 

University School of Medicine and director of the Stanford Center 

for Neuroscience in Women’s Health. “Yet, estrogen appears to 

have a protective effect for middle-aged women who are carry-

ing this genetic risk factor.” Rasgon is the senior author of a study 

involving 70 relatively well-educated, high-functioning women and 

published online Feb. 13 in PLOS ONE. First author Emily Jacobs, 

is a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard Medical School. When the 

work took place, Jacobs was associated with the lab of another 

study co-author, Elissa Epel, associate professor of psychiatry at 

the University of California-San Francisco.

Another co-author of the study is Elizabeth Blackburn, profes-

sor of biochemistry and biophysics at UCSF, who won the Nobel 

Prize in 2009 for her work elucidating the mechanism by which 

intracellular features called telomeres act as biological clocks. 

Items for Senior Focus may be emailed to Palo Alto Weekly Staff 
Writer Chris Kenrick, ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Senior Focus

Today’s news, sports 
& hot picks

Sign up today at 

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily

Give blood 
for life!

Schedule an appointment:
call 888-723-7831

or visit
bloodcenter.stanford.edu
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— though not all — senior exer-
cisers said they’ve been active in 
sports or other outdoor activities for 
years.

“I’ve always been active. I even 
played hockey when I was in bloom-
ers in the first year of high school (at 
Dominican Convent in San Francis-
co),” said Brown, who played tennis 
into her mid-80s.

O’Neal took up belly dancing in 
the 1970s in San Francisco “when 
it was all the rage,” and learned to 
play soccer at the age of 41.

“I always exercised, but this (deep-
water class) is wonderful because it 
minimizes the weight bearing but 
increases my cardio and water re-
sistance,” she said.

Moldaw resident Liz Brownell, 
81, has been a swimmer since the 
age of 7. Before she and her hus-
band settled in Palo Alto two years 
ago, she swam at YMCAs or JCCs 
in New Jersey, Los Gatos and Cu-
pertino.

These days Brownell logs 20 laps 
in the JCC pool four or five days a 
week, usually between 8 a.m. and 
9 a.m.

“I alternate strokes, work on flexi-
bility, focus on breathing and it helps 
to keep my knees strong,” she said. 
“I enjoy getting out and moving.

“I tried the exercise thing, but I 
like to have the freedom to go when 
I want,” she said.

Brownell does typically attend two 
balance or chair-yoga classes a week. 
“Balance is one of the main things 
I’m concerned about,” she said.

She also makes an effort to walk 
or hike with her husband on a daily 
basis with destinations that include 
the Dish, the Baylands, the Stanford 
campus or Foothills Park.

“We don’t always get out, but as 
my husband will say, ‘Just walk-
ing around this (JCC) facility is a 
couple of miles.’ Yesterday I went 
to the balance exercise class and he 
walked around the building.”

YMCA exerciser Magen Gong-
Jensen has loved to dance since her 
Mississippi childhood, even though 
she says her conservative mother 
tried to discourage it.

Gong-Jensen was widowed for 
the first time in her 20s with three 

young children. “From that mo-
ment I said, ‘Life is short. I have 
to take better care of myself. I’m a 
widow and I have to make a living 
for us.” 

A serious fall down her office-
building stairs in 1982 reminded her 
that, despite a demanding career in 
pharmaceutical sales, she needed to 
take time for herself.

Today Gong-Jensen does “some-
thing every day, six days a week” 
— usually some form of dance.

She also participates in annual 
dance performances staged by her 
son, Foothill College choreographer 
and dance instructor Bubba Gong.

Moldaw resident Elaine Desser 

said she has not been a lifelong ex-
erciser but something — she’s not 
sure what — induced her to join the 
YMCA in Pasadena for deep-water 
swim exercise when she got older.

“I felt as I advanced in age I need-
ed to start exercising — something 
must’ve triggered it,” she said.

A three-year resident of Moldaw, 
Desser now swims, lifts weights and 
does aerobics.

“If I’m being really honest with 
myself I probably work out twice a 

week,” she said. “I would like to go 
more this year.

“Every time I go I feel healthier 
and I know I’m doing the right 
thing.”  

Got a story idea for Living Well, 
the Palo Alto Weekly’s new month-
ly section devoted to the lives and 
lifestyles of older Palo Altans? 
Contact Living Well editor Chris 
Kenrick at ckenrick@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6512.

Living Well

Upcoming 
Calendar event:
Improving Care for Veterans  
Facing Death and Illness
May 3, 2013 @ Hospice of the Valley.
RSVP: 408-559-5600

Senior fitness
(continued from page 20)

Above: Liz Brownell takes a break after swimming her usual 20 laps, which she does about five days a week.
Right: Instructor Brad Beldner guides Lucille Brown through a movement in a Feldenkrais class at the 
Oshman Family Jewish Community Center.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

A n unusual musical conversa-
tion between a chamber or-
chestra and players of Balkan 

folk music comes to Palo Alto this 
month in the form of a free con-
cert.

In playing the three folk pieces 
that make up part of the program, 
the young members of the Palo Alto 
Chamber Orchestra will be trying 
their hands and bows at different 
meters and scales. Also, something 
that daunts many a classical musi-
cian: a bit of improvising.

Kaila Flexer, the Oakland violin 
soloist and composer who will be 
featured at the March 9 concert, 
knows that nervous feeling. She 
was following a classically trained 
path before she got swept away by 
klezmer music, and then by the 
sounds of Turkey and the Balkans.

In one of her first musical ex-
periments in college, Flexer started 
a klezmer band with a few fellow 
students. As jazz musicians, they 
knew from improvising. She didn’t. 
“They’d say: ‘OK! Violin solo!’ 
and I’d say, ‘What am I supposed to 
play?’” Flexer said in an interview. 
“They’d say, ‘It’s in your head,’ and 
I’d say, ‘There’s really nothing in 
there.’”

Still, the music kept resonating 
with Flexer. The more she listened, 
the more she understood it, and the 

more comfortable she felt in stretch-
ing her wings and improvising with-
in its context. While Western music 
is often in 4/4 or 3/4 time, for ex-
ample, a Balkan piece might have its 
notes in groups of twos and threes, 
making up 9/8 or 13/8 time.

“The scales are also very beauti-
ful and unusual,” Flexer said. “The 
first time I heard Turkish music it 
just broke me down. It was so pow-
erful.” She heard colors and nuances 
of notes that she’d never experienced 
in Western music. “It’s really like 
looking at a palette of blue and you 
have every shade of blue.”

Flexer hopes the PACO musicians 
have an equally positive experience. 
She’s rehearsed twice with the youth 
orchestra, fielding such questions as 
“How are you getting that sound?” 
and “Do you want us to change the 
bowing in a certain way?” It’s a dif-
ferent world for both sides. Orches-
tras are used to having most things 
written down, while Flexer does 
a lot of verbal arranging with her 
small ensemble Teslim (Turkish for 
“commit” and “surrender”).

So far, Flexer’s impressed by both 
the orchestra and its music director 
and conductor, Ben Simon, a long-
time friend. “Their sense of rhythm 
and their ability to imitate new 

Folk music meets chamber 
orchestra in an unusual 
musical conversation

by Rebecca Wallace

Kaila Flexer, a classical violinist turned folk musician, and Gari Hegedus, whose instruments include the oud 
(a relative of the lute), play together as Teslim, which means “commit” and “surrender” in Turkish. They’ll 
team up with the Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra on March 9 for a performance of Balkan and Sephardic music.(continued on page 28)

Photos courtesy of Teslim
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An anthem for life
‘Spring Awakening’ rocks out at Foothill

by Jeanie K. Smith

Teens express their rage and frustration at a repressive 19th-century school system in “Spring Awakening.”

W hen Steven Sater (book) 
and Duncan Sheik (music) 
took a controversial play 

from the 1890s and turned it into 
a musical in 2006, everyone was 
surprised at how relevant the ma-
terial remained, and how perfect it 
turned out to be to retrofit it with 
high-energy rock music and heart-
felt contemporary ballads.

“Spring Awakening,” the play by 
Frank Wedekind, brings into sharp 
relief what it was like growing up 
in a provincial German town in the 
late 19th century. Teens contended 
with overbearing or abusive parents, 
a repressive and punitive school sys-
tem and social taboos that forbade 
any discussion of sex, while deal-
ing with their own puberty, sexual 
fantasies and desire. Banned from 
performance in its own day, the play 
was widely read by intellectuals but 
not put on stage in uncensored form 
until much later. The musical ver-
sion retains the controversial mate-
rial, and garnered eight Tonys, in-
cluding Best Musical.

Rock musicals such as “Rent” and 
“American Idiot” speak particularly 
to the young, but don’t count them 
out if you’re over 30. Wear earplugs 
if you must, but find the time to take 
in the representative of this new 
phenomenon currently on stage at 
Foothill College.

The book follows the stories of 
hapless teens as they grapple with 
coming of age in restrictive times: 
Melchior (Jason Rehklau), a bright 
student who insists on knowing and 
sharing the truth; Wendla (Juliana 
Lustenader), naive and curious, 
bent on discovering the truth of 
her own body and the mysteries of 
love; Moritz (Ryan Mardesich), who 
can’t concentrate on school because 
of distracting fantasies; Ilse (Casey 

Ellis), banned from regular society 
because of her supposedly scandal-
ous behavior; two boys discovering 
their illicit attraction for each other 
(Dillon Mena and Brandon Leland); 
Martha (Holly Smolik), confessing 
the abuse she suffers nightly; and 
many more.

All the adult roles are played by 
just two actors (Caitlin Lawrence 
Papp and Justin Karr), which ef-
fectively turns adults into clear ste-
reotypes, voices of oppression and 
hypocrisy that the youth must pre-
vail against in order to survive and 
try to be who they want. Even the 
seemingly sympathetic adults prove 
unable to rise above their own re-
pression to help their children.

Inevitably, worlds collide and 
tragedies happen, but the show isn’t 
unremittingly bleak — there’s much 
humor and tenderness, too. Perhaps 
“older” audience members will even 
be reminded of their own first awak-
ening to love and sexuality, or recall 
the intensity of passion endemic to 
youth.

Foothill’s version is lively enough 
to give the show a good airing, and 
the ensemble of young actors is tal-
ented and well-voiced, definitely 
one of the best reasons for seeing the 
show. Rehklau and Lustenader are es-
pecially good at bringing their char-
acters to life and delivering beauti-
ful solos or duets. Mardesich suitably 
brings rock-star angst to Moritz, and 
endears us to him in touching scenes 
with Rehklau and Ellis. Smolik and 
Ellis blend voices well as they bond 
in a searing duet. Other standouts 
include Carissa McElravy as Thea, 
and Papp and Karr as the less-than-
admired adults. 

What: “Spring Awakening,” with 

book by Steven Sater and music 

by Duncan Sheik, presented by 

Foothill Music Theatre and Foothill 

Music Arts

Where: Lohman Theatre, Foothill 

College, 12345 El Monte Road, 

Los Altos Hills

When: Through Mar. 10, Thurs-

days at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and 

Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays 

at 2 p.m. 

Cost: Tickets range from $10 to 

$28.

Info: Go to foothillmusicals.com 

or call 650-949-7360.

There are some exciting numbers 
in the show, including “The Bitch 
of Living” and “I Believe” in Act 
One, and “Don’t Do Sadness” and 
“Totally F****d” in Act Two. All of 
these shine with energy and excel-
lent choreography.

A few other numbers, particularly 
ballads, seem oddly static, lapsing 
into a kind of “stand and deliver” 
staging. Perhaps because of this — 
or perhaps because there are more 
ballads — the show loses some en-
ergy in the second half. The actors 
are apparently miked, as is the com-
mon convention for musicals, but 
it’s still sometimes difficult to hear 
them over the amplified band.

Still, this is a worthwhile render-
ing of a justifiably popular new mu-
sical; whether you’ve seen it numer-
ous times or never before, you’ll be 
sure to enjoy Foothill’s production 
and seeing what all the raves are all 
about.

Note: “Spring Awakening” con-
tains mature themes, sexual situ-
ations, partial nudity and strong 
language.

Karen S
antos

Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra
Concert#3: Mediterranean Journey

Saturday, March 9, 2013, 8PM
Benjamin Simon, Conductor; Kaila Flexer, violin

Cubberley Theatre

4000 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

FREE

Mendelssohn: Sinfonia No. 2 in D Major
Flexer: Song for Carla (world premiere)

Dohnányi: Serenade for String Orchestra, Op. 10
One of the Bay Area’s most interesting and innovative musicians, 
violinist Kaila Flexer brings a suite of her Balkan-fl avored 
compositions to our PACO stage, plus her own great back-up band of 
oud, saz, and darbuka. Sandwiching our exotic voyage will be pair of 
classical works for string orchestra: a brilliant symphony by the 11-
year old Felix Mendelssohn and a virtuoso arrangement of Ernst von 
Dohnányi’s folk-inspired Trio Serenade.

650-856-3848
www.pacomusic.org   info@pacomusic.org

Broadway By the BayPresents

2215 Broadway St., Redwood City

650.FOX.7770

w w w . F o x R w c . c o m
Tickets are On Sale Today

CATS
APRIL 6 - 21

CABARET
SEPTEMBER 13 - 29

OLIVER
JULY 12 - 21

GUYS AND DOLLS
NOVEMBER 8 - 17

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE: A RADIO PLAY
DECEMBER 26 - 29

Like us 
on Facebook
Follow us 
on Twitter

@FoxtheatreRWC

THEATER REVIEW

Insurance Accepted

Call Today for Appointment 650.853.8889

SPECIALIZING IN:
Sports Injuries
Chronic Pain
Stress and Mood Swings
Insomia and Fatigue
Depression and Anxiety
Weight Management
Menopause Symptoms

Acupuncture and Chinese Herbs
Cranio Sacral Therapy 
Cupping, Ear Seeds, Tuina

Yaping Chen, L.Ac.
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sounds that they may not have been 
familiar with was just fantastic,” 
she said. “They got the ornaments.” 
When she asked for volunteers to 
improvise, several hands flew up.

At the concert, the orchestra will 
play one traditional Sephardic piece 

and two Balkan-style songs com-
posed by Flexer and arranged for 
the orchestra.

Joining them are Flexer on her vi-
olin and three other musicians she’s 
bringing along. Gari Hegedus, her 
musical partner in Teslim, will play 
oud (a Persian stringed instrument 
and descendant of the lute), the circu-
lar frame drum and the mandocello. 
Miles Jay plays an unusual smaller 

double bass that he built himself to 
fit into the upright compartments of 
airplanes. Percussionist Tobias Rob-
erson plays the frame drum and the 
box drum, as well as the Egyptian 
riqq, a type of tambourine.

Flexer’s two songs, “Stone’s 
Throw (For Carla)” and “Carla,” 
were written in honor of her friend 
Carla Zilbersmith, who died at age 
47 of amyotrophic lateral sclero-

sis (ALS). A video for “Stone’s 
Throw,” with photos by Serbian 
photographer Aleksandra Radonic, 
is displayed prominently on Flexer’s 
website. While poignant, the song 
also has a swirling, dancing feel. It 
feels like a true tribute to a woman 
who was known for both her music 
and her improv theater.

Flexer and her cohorts are also 
planning to perform one song alone 

Balkan music
(continued from page 26)

What: “Mediterranean Journey,” 

a Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra 

concert featuring violin soloist 

Kaila Flexer and her folk-music 

quartet

Where: Cubberley Theatre, 4000 

Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

When: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 9

Cost: Free

Info: For more about PACO, go 

to pacomusic.org or call 650-

856-3848. For more about Kaila 

Flexer, go to kailaflexer.com.

(they haven’t decided which one 
yet), and the orchestra will also play 
the folk-flavored “Trio Serenade” 
by Ernst von Dohnányi, and Felix 
Mendelssohn’s Sinfonia No. 2 in D 
Major.

When Flexer’s not performing 
with Teslim, Simon’s San Francisco 
Chamber Orchestra or other groups, 
she’s often teaching music or com-
posing. She also runs cultural events 
like the Bay Area festival Klezmer 
Mania, which she founded and pro-
duced for several years. Often, she’s 
just plain listening to music, often 
Balkan, Turkish, Greek or Sep-
hardic. “It’s like you are what you 
eat. You compose what you listen 
to,” she said.

“In composing, I really feel like 
a novelist whose characters tell her 
what’s going to happen,” she said. 
A melody — or a phrase, or a flut-
ter of an idea — often just emerges 
on its own.

“When I first started composing, 
if a melody wanted to go straight, 
I would send it left — I thwarted 
expectation in an attempt not to be 
predictable — my songs were a bit 
quirky and a bit self-conscious,” 
Flexer added later in an email. 
“Nowadays if a melody emerges 
and wants to go somewhere, I let it. 
... We spend so much time receiving 
input these days. If one can create a 
bit of quiet, it’s amazing the music 
that is in the ether.” 

The young members of the Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Ben Simon, will perform an unusual program of Balkan and Sephardic folk 
music on March 9.

Can a protein originally found
in a jellyfish improve your memory?

Scientists say, “Yes”!

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Available at:

Peggy’s Health Center
395 Main Street
Los Altos, CA 94022
650-948-9191

Can a simple protein hold the key to 
improving your memory?
    Researchers have discovered a protein 
that actually supports healthy brain 
function.* 
    Robert Pastore, Ph.D., a member of the 
New York Academy of Sciences explains, 
“As you age, you lose about 30,000 brain 
cells a day and that impacts every aspect of 
your life...how you think and how you feel.”   
    ortunately, scientists made a signi cant 
breakthrough by developing a scienti c 
process to produce a protein called 
“apoaequorin” that can support healthier 
brain function, sharper mind and clearer 
thinking.*

Supports healthy brain function*
    According to Dr. Pastore, “These proteins 

are vital and found naturally throughout the 
body. As we age we start to lose some of 
these proteins. When this happens you may 
start to experience mild memory dif cul-
ties.”

he elly sh connection
    Apoaequorin is in the same family of 
proteins as those found in humans, but it 
was originally discovered in one of nature’s 
simplest organisms  the elly sh. 
    Now produced through a scienti c 
process, Researchers formulated this vital 
protein into a product called Prevagen®.
    The unique ingredient within Prevagen is 
unlike any other available today. t is the rst 
and only supplement that supplements 
proteins for brain health.*
    Prevagen comes in an easy to swallow 

capsule. It has no known side effects and 
will not interact with your current medica-
tion. 

Clinically Tested
    Just how well does Prevagen work? In a 
computer assessed, double-blinded, 
placebo controlled study, Prevagen 
improved memory for most subjects within 
90 days.* 

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today at  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily

Give blood for life!
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

Photo courtesy of Palo Alto C
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Arts & Entertainment

Music
Rin Tin Tiger

A little wistful crooning, a little 
head-banging, a lot of strumming. 
That’s Rin Tin Tiger, an alternative 
San Francisco trio specializing in 
rock-flavored folk and folk-flavored 
rock.

Lyrics are big, and occasionally 
so is the hair. Songs may include the 
sentiment “I think I’ll cut my losses 
and go get drunk in the park” or en-
treaties to a distant girl: “My peach, 
my daffodil,” “My almond, my pear, 
my cotton ball for a head of hair.” 
You may have heard these lyrics on 
Live 105, 107.7, or KOFY TV.

Last year, the band released the 
album “Toxic Pocketbook,” after re-
cording it live to 2-inch tape. They 
eschewed computers and other 
newfangled editing machines in the 
process.

On Friday, March 15, the band is 
scheduled to play an 8 p.m. Penin-
sula gig, at Red Rock Coffee at 201 
Castro St. in downtown Mountain 
View. Admission is free, but hey, 

buy yourself an espresso, whydont-
cha. For more information, go to 
redrockcoffee.org or call 650-967-
4473.

The Barnstormers
Hailing from a Kentucky family 

of traditional singers, James Reams 
leads his band the Barnstormers 
with his guitar and voice. He’s been 
immersed in bluegrass and Ameri-
cana music for decades: performing, 
recording and organizing the Park 
Slope Bluegrass Oldtime Music 
Jamboree in Brooklyn.

In 2011, the band released an al-
bum called “One Foot in the Honky 
Tonk (and the Other In the Blues).” 
The musicians say the title describes 
their sound to a T. Besides Reams, 
the group features Billy Parker on 
mandolin, Tyler Wells on banjo and 
Ted Sistrunk on bass. All contribute 
their voices as well.

The whole band will be in town 
this month for a concert on Satur-
day, March 9, at the First Presby-
terian Church of Mountain View at 
1667 Miramonte Ave. Part of the 

Redwood Bluegrass Associates con-
cert series, the show starts at 7:30 
p.m. after a 5 o’clock jam session. 
Desserts, tea and coffee will be for 
sale.

Tickets are $20 in advance and 
$22 at the door. Youth ages 13 to 18 
pay half-price, with admission free 
for children under 13 (accompanied 
by a paying adult). Any student cur-
rently taking instrumental or vocal 
bluegrass lessons gets in free with a 
paying adult. Go to rba.org or call 
650-691-9982.

Art
‘Youth Speaks Out’

Local students try out their artis-
tic voices in two exhibits this month, 
jointly called “Youth Speaks Out.” 

Hosted by the Palo Alto Art Cen-
ter and the Palo Alto City Hall, the 
show will feature oil and acrylic 
paintings, drawings and photos 
from March 9 through March 24. At 
an opening reception on March 9, 
young performing artists will speak 
out as well, through singing and 
guitar-playing, East Indian hip-hop 
dance and the spoken word. All the 
participating students attend Palo 
Alto or Gunn high school.

The project is headed by Gunn vi-
sual-arts teacher Deanna Messinger, 
with participation by Gunn English 
teacher Tarn Wilson and Paly pho-
tography instructor Margo Wixman. 
It’s a culmination of a year-long art-
making effort in the classroom.

The art center, located at 1313 
Newell St., is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(with additional Thursday hours 
until 9 p.m.), and Sundays from 1 
to 5. 

City Hall, where the art will be 
displayed in the ground-floor lobby, 
is open weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. (8 to 5 every other Friday), 
and closed from noon to 1 p.m.

For more information, email 

cd_promo@yahoo.com or call 650-
386-5709.

Books
Marty Brounstein

The book “Two Among the Righ-
teous Few: A Story of Courage in 
the Holocaust” centers on a Chris-
tian couple in the Netherlands dur-
ing World War II. Frans and Mien 
Wijnakker reportedly saved at least 
two dozen Jews from the horrors of 
the Holocaust,

San Mateo author Marty Broun-
stein tells their story, both in 
his book and at author talks at 
synagogues, community centers, 

churches, libraries and other ven-
ues. A management consultant and 
the writer of several business books 
in the “For Dummies” series, he 
also has a background as a history 
teacher.

This month, he will present free 
author talks on the book at three 
Peninsula locations: 5:30 p.m. 
March 1 at the Menlo Park Presbyte-
rian Church at 950 Santa Cruz Ave.; 
2 p.m. March 2 at Stanford’s Bechtel 
International Center at 584 Capist-
rano Way; and 7:30 p.m. March 7 
at the Oshman Family Jewish Com-
munity Center at 3921 Fabian Way 
in Palo Alto.

For more information, go to mar-
tyabrounstein.com.

Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo 
Alto Unified School District for bid package:

Contract No. GGM-13

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The work includes, but is not 
limited to:  Upgrades to the Gunn High School existing Gymna-
sium including abatement, demolition, replacement of the wood 
floor system, upgrades to the bleacher systems, lighting, and the 
modernization of select spaces. Bidding documents contain the full 
description of the work. 

There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit at 
10:00 a.m. on March 13, 2013 at the Main Office of Gunn High 
School located at 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto, California.

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District Facili-
ties Office Building D, by 10:00 A.M. on April 2, 2013. 

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must 
comply with all prevailing wage laws applicable to    the 
Project, and related requirements contained in the Contract 
Documents.

Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor Compli-
ance Program (LCP) for the duration of this project.
In bidding this project, the contractor warrants he/she is aware 
and will follow the Public Works Chapter of the 
California Labor Code comprised of labor code sections 1720 
– 1861.  A copy of the Districts LCP is available for review at 
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

1.   A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contrac-
tor or subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor 
law requirements applicable to the contract.           

2.   Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and 
furnish to the District, at a designated time, a certified 
copy of each payroll with a statement of compliance 
signed under penalty of perjury.

3.   The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll 
records to verify compliance with the Public Works Chap-
ter of the Labor Code.

4.   The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll 
records are delinquent or inadequate.

5.   The District shall withhold contract payments as de-
scribed in the LCP, including applicable penalties when 
the District and Labor Commissioner establish that under-
payment of other violations has occurred.

Bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities Office, 
Building “D”. Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and Specifi-
cations at ARC Document Solutions, 1100 Industrial Road Unit 
13, San Carlos, CA  94070, Phone Number (650) 631-3210.

All questions can be addressed to: 

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D
Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099
Attn: Alex Morrison
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588

Palo Alto Unified School District

Worth a Look

James Reams and the Barnstormers bring their bluegrass/country/
blues/honky tonk sound to the Peninsula on March 9.

The alternative-music trio Rin Tin Tiger performs on March 15.
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N ot that long ago (OK, in light 
years) the culinary landscape 
was dotted with French res-

taurants. Most Americans didn’t 
know much about food beyond cas-
seroles, Lazy Susans and meatloaf 
at the time.

Julia Child led a cooking revo-
lution with her “Mastering the Art 
of French Cooking” in the 1960s. 
All the average housewife had to do 
was grasp an array of techniques, 
procure mostly unobtainable in-
gredients, and dedicate most of a 
day to making stocks and sauces, 
deboning and braising. 

It was far easier to drive or walk 
a short distance to the neighbor-
hood French restaurant and leave 
the technique to a trained chef. 
French restaurants were every-
where, casual to formal, rustic to 

fine dining. Most are gone now, 
swept away by changing tastes and 
the onslaught of appealing ethnic 
alternatives. Even French cuisine 
has veered away from its classical 
roots in favor of faster preparation 
with simpler ingredients. 

Le Petit Bistro in Mountain View 
has managed to elude change and 
maintain its traditional heritage. 
No high-tech here, no nouvelle cui-
sine, no molecular reconfiguration 
of food, no kale. Guest checks are 
still hand-written. 

It’s old-school but not outmoded, 
with an exacting code of beliefs that 
owner/chef Jean-Michel Peuvrelle 
has carried with him throughout his 
life. Born in Pas-de-Calais in the 
northern tip of France, Peuvrelle 
is the son of a charcutier (butcher). 
He apprenticed in Strasbourg while 

earning a degree in accounting. 
“It takes more more than being 

a good chef to run a restaurant,” 
Peuvrelle said.

His family relocated, first to Dal-
las, then to the Bay Area where they 
owned four different French restau-
rants from 1976 to 1989. When his 
parents retired, Jean-Michel opened 
his own restaurant. 

Now in his 24th year at Le Pe-
tit Bistro, Peuvrelle still cooks the 
old-fashioned way, six days per 
week. Veal, duck and fish stocks, 
made fresh daily, simmered for up 
to six hours; complex sauces are 
born, tasted, adjusted and allowed 
to marry in well-seasoned pots for 
hours. 

While the kitchen is fastidious, 
the dining room is casual. The de-
cor is simple, spotless and homey. 
Daily specials are hand-written on a 
whiteboard near the front door. On 
a recent visit, the waitress told us 
to take a look before being seated. 
The specials were neither printed 
nor repeated.

The menu was simple enough, 
five appetizers including bisque de 
homard ($10) an intensely flavored 
lobster bisque. Did I say simple? 
The bisque was made with leeks, 
fennel bulb, tomatoes, carrots, 
onions, garlic, parsley, vermouth, 
pastis, fresh herbs and a sprinkle of 
chili-pepper flakes. The stock was 
slowly cooked for three hours then 

Eating Out

Above: Vidal Guerra, a cook 
at Le Petit Bistro, prepares 
medaillons de porc aux 
champignons. Left: The finished 
pork dish on the table.
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THE GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST
BENEFITING THE SCHOLARSHI8P PROGRAM

R I S I N G
STARS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: KAMALA D. HARRIS

Kamala D. Harris is the 32nd Attorney General of the 
State of California, the first woman, the first African 
American, and the first South Asian to hold the of-
fice in the history of California. A career prosecutor, 
Attorney General Harris served two terms as District 
Attorney of San Francisco. She began her career in 
the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office. Born 
in Oakland, she is a graduate of Howard University 
and she received her law degree from the University 

of California, Hastings College of the Law. Attorney General Harris is the author 
of the book, Smart on Crime: A Career Prosecutor’s Plan to Make Us Safer.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2013

CROWNE PLAZA CABANA HOTEL
4290 EL CAMINO REAL  |  PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA

REGISTRATION OPENS: 7:45 AM
BREAKFAST AND PROGRAM: 8:25 AM-9:30 AM

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS: $100 EACH
$70 of each ticket purchased is tax-deductible

JOIN US IN BUILDING TOMORROW’S PROMISE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PURCHASE TICKETS

WWW.GIRLSMS.ORG/BREAKFAST

Cozy, classic, French
Le Petit Bistro does it the old-fashioned way: happily

by Dale F. Bentson

RESTAURANT REVIEW
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strained. A roux was made to thick-
en the bisque along with cream and 
a splash of cognac. The results were 
delicious, with a depth of flavor that 
left the palate craving more. 

The mousse de foie de canard 
($10) was from a family recipe. 
The slightly grainy, fresh-tasting 
duck pâté was served with celery 
root, carrots, tomato, lettuce and ol-
ives. This was not foie gras, but pâté 
made from un-inflated duck livers.

Dinner entrees included coq au 
vin, duck, beef, coquille St. Jacques 
and a vegetarian puff-pastry dish. 

The black pepper-sauteed lamb 
chop au jus ($29) with Provençal 
herbs was sauced with a veal-stock 
reduction, shallots and sun-dried 
tomatoes. Green beans, carrots and 
potato rounded the plate. While the 
chops were an unusual cut, the meat 
was fork-tender and the sauce lay-
ered with flavors.

Medallions de porc aux champi-
gnons ($19) in a mushroom demi-
glace was also sauced with a veal 

reduction, mushrooms and a flurry 
of other ingredients. The meat was 
high on the flav-o-meter, and the 
sauce made me reach for the ba-
guette to mop up every drop. 

The traditional desserts were all 
house-made. The mousse au choco-
lat ($7) was made with rich Belgian 
chocolate and cream — and, that 
night, a splash of cognac. 

The warm tarte tatin ($7) was 
caramelized apple pie with a squig-
gle of stiffly whipped cream on the 
side. Chef Peuvrelle told me later 
the apples had been too squishy that 
evening. The flavors didn’t suffer. It 
was a comforting dish to conclude 
the meal. 

The wine list had more than four 
dozen options, few pricey, and all 
were geared to complement the 
food. I particularly liked seeing 
aperitifs of Lillet, Dubonnet and 
sherry: drinks we used to drink, or 
saw our parents drink (sigh). 

Le Petit Bistro is an old-fash-
ioned but not antiquated dining 
experience. Classic, refined flavors 
from thoughtful preparation, us-
ing enduring techniques, have kept 
enthusiastic diners returning for 
nearly a quarter of a century. Vive 
la France. 

Eating Out

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

S T E A K H O U S E

Sundance the Steakhouse 
321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 
explore restaurant menus, 
get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 
ShopMenloPark and 
ShopMountainView

powered by

P E N I N S U L A
Le Petit Bistro, 1405 W. El 
Camino Real, Mountain View; 
650-964-3321; lepetitbistro.biz

Hours: Tue.-Sun. 5:30-9:30 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Alcohol

Children

Catering

Takeout

Outdoor  
dining

Private  
parties

Corkage: $15

Noise level: 
low

Bathroom 
cleanliness: 

excellent

(continued from previous page)

Aline Tilet pours wine for Diana Stumm (far left), Tita McCall (center), 
Pat Martin (far right) and Sherry Blair.

Veronica W
eber

A heart-shaped crème brûlée.

Mousse de foie de canard served at Le Petit Bistro.

Ve
ro

ni
ca

 W
eb

er

 Page 31



Movies

Jack the Giant Slayer

(Century 16, Century 20) The classic folk tale 
has become a fascination for Hollywood lately, 
and the evolution of visual effects has made 
such stories easier to translate to the big screen. 
Some succeed (last year’s “Snow White and the 
Huntsman” was decent) while others stumble 
(2011’s “Red Riding Hood” was not). The good 
news here is that director Bryan Singer’s take 
on the “Jack and the Beanstalk” fable proves 
to be an excellent adaptation of a time-honored 
yarn — maybe the best yet.

Singer, of “The Usual Suspects” and “X-Men” 
fame, infuses the film with just the right balance 
of action, romance and goofy fun. The picture 
moves at a brisk pace, the effects are spot-on 
and the script (by Darren Lemke, Dan Studney 
and Singer’s “Usual Suspects” partner Christo-
pher McQuarrie) is refreshingly sharp. If high 
adventure is what you crave, “Jack the Giant 
Slayer” has you covered.

Up-and-comer Nicholas Hoult (“Warm Bod-
ies,” “X-Men: First Class”) plays Jack, a humble 
farmhand who lives in relative squalor with his 
uncle. Jack’s uncle tasks him with taking a horse 
to town to sell, and Jack reluctantly parts with 
the animal for — you guessed it — a handful 
of unusual beans. But the beans’ bearer issues 
an ominous warning: Don’t get them wet. Soon 
after, the kingdom’s sheltered princess Isabelle 
(Eleanor Tomlinson) shows up at Jack’s doorstep 
seeking refuge from the rain after straying from 
the castle for some much-needed “me time.”

As the chemistry between Jack and Isabelle 
sizzles, one wayward bean falls beneath the 
house and sprouts, launching a massive stalk up 
toward the heavens with the house and Isabelle 
in tow. Despite Jack’s best efforts, he gets left 
behind. King Brahmwell (Ian McShane) orders 
his best soldier, Elmont (Ewan McGregor), to 
lead a team up the stalk to rescue Isabelle. The 
group — which includes Jack, Elmont’s fierce 
friend Crawe (Eddie Marsan) and Brahmwell’s 

less-than-honorable adviser Roderick (Stanley 
Tucci) — makes its way up the sinewy plant to 
discover a horde of surly giants.

“Jack” is a virtual thrill ride throughout, bol-
stered by a solid cast and compelling love story. 
McGregor is all charm as the courageous El-
mont, and Hoult’s Jack is an admirable blend of 
heroics and aww-shucks humility. The usually 
spectacular Tucci (phenomenal in “Big Night” 
and “The Devil Wears Prada,” among other 
roles) is sadly miscast here and comes across as 
something of a weak link.

The giants — especially the dual-headed 
General Fallon (voiced by Bill Nighy) — are 
visually impressive. In one scene the audience is 
literally brought face-to-face with a giant, which 
feels akin to a theme-park ride (in a good way). 
There is some sophomoric humor here and there, 
such as the giants’ penchant for flatulence and 
one behemoth’s nose-picking urge. The movie 
reminded this reviewer of fantasy classics like 
“The 7th Voyage of Sinbad” (1958) or “Jason 
and the Argonauts” (1963), pictures that relay a 
sense of adventure and heroism.

And “Jack” pays homage to its literary origins 
with subtle additions. Keep your eyes open for 
the gilded egg and magic harp.

Fee-fi-fo-fun.

Rated PG-13 for intense scenes of fantasy 
action violence, some frightening images and 
brief language. One hour, 55 minutes.

— Tyler Hanley 

A Place at the Table 
(Aquarius) It’s long been a cliché for comi-

cally hungry characters, especially in cartoons, 
to look at friends and begin to envision them 
as hearty food. While we’re pretty much all fa-
miliar with this punchy visual image, few of us 
probably think of it as likely to occur in real life. 
And yet, there it is in the new documentary “A 
Place at the Table,” a reverie recounted with a 

sense of its absurdity but also apparent honesty 
by a fifth-grader who has known debilitating 
hunger.

Directed by Kristi Jacobson and Lori Silver-
bush, “A Place at the Table” looks at food inse-
curity, an existential state in which an individual 
or family may not know where the next meal 
is coming from, or if it will provide sufficient 
nutrition. Millions of Americans live hand to 
mouth, and millions more make do on diets of 
processed foods that will inevitably prove dev-
astating to their health.

The hallucinating fifth-grader hails from 
Collbrun, Colo., described by one resident as 
“close-knit, caring and yet almost desperate.” In 
other words, it’s a place where having to make 
resources “stretch” is a common daily struggle. 
The film provides plenty of credibly damning 
statistics (though, touching off a pet peeve of 
mine, they’re rarely sourced), one of the key 
ones being that 30 percent of U.S. families are 
food-insecure. Jacobson and Silverbush identify 
as ground zero Mississippi, the state with the 
highest rate of food insecurity and the highest 
rate of obesity, twin indicators of low income.

While the film provides plenty of moving case 
studies, it’s most useful for its prismatic look at 
the problem of American hunger, examining the 
problem’s recent history, its root causes (princi-
pally poverty, but also farm subsidies that de-
termine the marketplace by making processed 
foods cheaper and more accessible than fresh 
produce), and its inextricability from other na-
tional crises: how the hunger problem multiplies 
the healthcare problem and the education prob-
lem, as well as their attendant costs.

The film approximates that 23.5 million 
Americans live in so-called “food deserts” born 
of the shipping principle “maximum delivery, 
minimum cost.” It looks at the disproportion-
ate impact on children who, because they are 
undernourished, have a diminished capacity 
to learn. Jacobson and Silverbush also briefly 
exhume the relevant news story of U.S. Rep. 
James McGovern, D-Mass., who discusses his 
experimental one-week “food-stamp diet” (dur-
ing which he learned the average food-stamp 
benefit is $3 a day).

It’s a challenge getting butts in seats for a film 
like “A Place at the Table” — after all, it’s hard-
ly a date movie — so it’s understandable that 
the filmmakers recruited a Special Guest Star 
in Jeff Bridges. He’s the actor who has made the 
End Hunger Network one of his primary causes, 
producing a TV movie, excerpted here, on the 
subject of domestic hunger: “Hidden in Amer-
ica.” Bridges lends his engagingly folksy voice 
of reason, pointing out how the U.S. is currently 
“in denial” about a problem that well-funded 
government programs once had in check. 

Rated PG for thematic elements and brief 
mild language. One hour, 25 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

OPENINGS

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE
BEST DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.GATEKEEPERSMOVIE.COM

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

THE GATEKEEPERS
A FILM BY DROR MOREH

“AMAZING.”
–A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES

NOW
PLAYING

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

(800) FANDANGO

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.AMOURTHEMOVIE.COM

AMOUR
EMMANUELLE 

RIVA    
JEAN-LOUIS 

TRINTIGNANT  

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A Film by MICHAEL HANEKE

ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 

©A
.M

.P
.A

.S
. ®

THE BEST PICTURE 
OF THE YEAR

TIME MAGAZINE      CANNES PALME D’OR
THE NEW YORK TIMES         

ON OVER
125

TOP TEN 
LISTS

NOW 
PLAYING

CHECK THEATRE 
DIRECTORIES
OR CALL FOR 
SHOWTIMES

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Fri 3/1 
The Gatekeepers - 2:00,  4:30,  7:25,  10:05

Argo - 1:30,  4:15,  7:15,  10:00
Sat 3/2

The Gatekeepers - 2:00,  4:30,  7:25,  10:05 
Argo - 4:15,  7:15,  10:00

Sun thru Tues, Thurs 3/3-3/5 & 3/7
The Gatekeepers - 2:00,  4:30,  7:25

Argo - 1:30,  4:15,  7:15
Wed ONLY 3/6

The Gatekeepers - 2:00,  4:30,  7:25
Argo - 1:30

NOW PLAYING
Amour 
(Aquarius) Life can change in a heart-
beat. An elderly, cultured Parisian couple 
(Emmanuelle Riva and Jean-Louis Trin-
tignant) have their worlds fall apart when 
one of them suffers a pair of debilitating 
strokes. Seeing these French iconic ac-
tors in their 80s is shocking in itself, and 
director Michael Haneke also creates a 
story and a world that is one of his most 
difficult to watch. The film is also one of 
his most masterful. As the couple’s life 
together unspools in flashbacks, moving 
toward the painful present day, Haneke 
unblinkingly and compassionately pres-
ents universal truths, while revealing the 
illusion of filmmaking and our role as 
spectators. Rated PG-13 for mature the-
matic material including a disturbing act, 
and brief language. In French with Eng-
lish subtitles. Two hours, seven minutes.  
— S.T. (Reviewed Jan. 11, 2013)

The Gatekeepers 1/2
(Palo Alto Square) Dror Moreh’s docu-
mentary “The Gatekeepers” proves 
more intellectually engaging than Hol-
lywood’s “Zero Dark Thirty,” and at 
least as unsettling. Moreh pursued the 
participation of former heads of the Shin 
Bet, Israel’s secret service. Six of these 
men agreed for the first time to explain 
their actions, discuss their successes 
and air their regrets. Obviously men 
who have run the Shin Bet will be both 
canny enough and skilled enough to say 
just what they want, no more or less. 
Essentially the sole criticism of Moreh’s 
film is that it gives the men a venue to 
couch their past actions in the best pos-
sible light and to polish their legacies by 
explaining how they have, in hindsight, 
turned certain political corners. The 
sometimes-slick visual approach, incor-
porating recreations of satellite surveil-
lance and an animated photographer’s-
eye view of the 1984 debacle, can at 
times feel like overkill, but they also help 
to put what’s otherwise a series of talk-
ing heads in the game with other eye-
catching top docs. Rated PG-13 for vio-
lent content including disturbing images. 
One hour, 41 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
Feb. 22, 2013)

Les Miserables 
(Century 16) One has to admire the 
ambition of this through-sung play that’s 
now a big-screen musical. A condensa-
tion of Victor Hugo’s 1862 epic novel, 
the musical by composer Claude-Michel 
Schonberg and lyricists Alain Boublil 
and Jean-Marc Natel achieved enor-
mous popular appeal with its melodies 
and melodrama. But it’s equally true that 
“Les Miserables” has never been known 
for its subtlety, with its storytelling in 
all-caps and its music thunderously 
repetitive. None of this changes, exactly, 
in the film adaptation helmed by Tom 
Hooper, Oscar-winning director of “The 
King’s Speech.” And like so many movie 
musicals, this one’s a mixed bag of suit-
able and not-so-suitable choices. On 
balance, though, it’s about as compel-
ling a screen version of “Les Mis” as we 
have any right to expect. Hugh Jackman 
stars as Jean Valjean, a parole violator in 

The giants are visually impressive in “Jack the Giant Slayer.”
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21 and Over (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:20 a.m. & 2, 4:50, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 11:45 a.m. & 12:50, 
2:10, 3:10, 4:30, 5:30, 6:55, 8, 9:20 & 10:25 p.m.   

A Good Day to Die Hard (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11 a.m. & 1:30, 4:10, 7:10 & 10 p.m.   Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:30, 8:05 & 
10:40 p.m.   

A Place at the Table (PG)   
Aquarius Theatre: 3, 5, 7 & 9 p.m.   

Amour (PG-13)   
Aquarius Theatre: 2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m.   

Argo (R) 1/2  
Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 2, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: Fri 1:30, 4:15, 
7:15 & 10 p.m. Sat 4:15, 7:15 & 10 p.m. Sun 1:30, 4:15 & 7:15 p.m.   

Dark Skies (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11:45 a.m. & 2:15, 4:45, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 12:20, 2:55, 5:25, 
7:55 & 10:40 p.m.   

Django Unchained (R)   
Century 16: Fri-Sat 9:45 p.m. Sun 9:35 p.m.   Century 20: 9:30 p.m.   

Escape from Planet Earth (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:40 a.m. & 
4:25 p.m. In 3D 2:05 & 7 p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m. & 2:10 p.m. In 3D 4:35 & 7 p.m.   

The Gatekeepers (PG-13) 1/2  
Palo Alto Square: Fri 2, 4:30, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m. Sat 2, 4:30, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m. Sun 2, 
4:30 & 7:25 p.m.   

Identity Thief (R) 1/2  
Century 16: 11:10 a.m. & 1:55, 4:40, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:40 a.m. & 
2:25, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m.   

Jack the Giant Slayer (PG-13)   
Century 16: Fri-Sat noon and 2:50, 5:50 & 9 p.m. In 3D 11 a.m. & 1:40, 4:30, 7:30 & 
10:35 p.m. Sun noon & 2:50, 5:50 & 8:30 p.m. In 3D 11 a.m. & 1:40, 4:30, 7:30 & 10:10 
p.m.   Century 20: 12:25, 3:10, 4:05, 5:55, 8:40 & 9:40 p.m. In 3D 1:20 & 6:50 p.m. In 
XD-3D 11:30 a.m. & 2:15, 5, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.   

The Last Exorcism, Part II (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11:30 a.m. & 2:10, 5, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: Fri & Sun 12:05, 
1:10, 2:25, 3:30, 4:40, 5:50, 7:10, 8:15, 9:35 & 10:35 p.m. Sat 1:10, 3:30, 4:40, 5:50, 7:10, 
8:15, 9:35 & 10:35 p.m.   

Les Miserables (2012) (PG-13)   
Century 16: 11 a.m. & 2:25, 6:05 & 9:40 p.m.   

Life of Pi (PG) 1/2  
Century 16: 3:20 & 9:55 p.m. In 3D 11:50 a.m. & 6:40 p.m.   Century 20: 1:25 & 7:15 
p.m. In 3D 4:20 & 10:15 p.m.   

Lincoln (PG-13) 1/2  
Century 16: Fri-Sat 11:25 a.m. & 2:40, 6:20 & 9:25 p.m. Sun 11:25 a.m. & 2:40, 6:20 & 
9:15 p.m.   Century 20: 1 & 6:50 p.m.   

Met Opera: Parsifal (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 20: Sat 9 a.m.    

Quartet (PG-13)   
Century 20: noon & 2:30, 4:55, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.   Guild Theatre: 1, 3:30, 6 & 8:30 
p.m.   

The Rocky Horror Picture Show (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Guild Theatre: Sat. midnight.   

Rope (1948) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: 6 & 9:25 p.m.    

Safe Haven (PG-13) 1/2  
Century 16: noon & 3, 6:10 & 9:20 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m. & 1:55, 4:35, 7:20 & 
10:10 p.m.   

Side Effects (R)   
Century 16: 2:30 & 7:50 p.m.   Century 20: 4:15 & 10:10 p.m.   

Silver Linings Playbook (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: Fri-Sat 11 a.m. & 1:45, 4:35, 7:35 & 10:35 p.m. Sun 11 a.m. & 1:45, 4:35, 
7:35 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 11:20 a.m. & 2, 4:50, 7:35 & 10:25 p.m.   

Snitch (PG-13) 1/2  
Century 16: 11:10 a.m. & 1:50, 4:30, 7:25 & 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 12:10, 2:45, 5:15, 
7:45 & 10:20 p.m.   

Strangers on a Train (1951) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri. 7:30 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 4:05 & 7:30 p.m.   

Warm Bodies (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: Fri-Sat noon & 5 & 10:35 p.m. Sun noon & 5 & 10:25 p.m.    Century 20: 
Fri & Sun 12:40, 3:05, 5:35, 8 & 10:35 p.m. Sat 12:40 & 3:05 p.m.   

Zero Dark Thirty (R) 1/2  
Century 16: Fri-Sat 11:20 a.m. & 2:50, 6:30 & 10:05 p.m. Sun 11:20 a.m. & 2:50, 6:30 & 
9:55 p.m.   Century 20: 11:10 a.m. & 2:40, 6:40 & 10:05 p.m.

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Movies

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(P&TC) shall conduct a Special public meeting at 6:00 PM,  
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, 
Civic Center, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may  
appear and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning Division 
Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding 
the meeting date. Copies will be made available at the Development 
Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

Public Hearings

1.  Recommendation of a Draft Ordinance to Rezone all CD-C and 
CD-S zoned properties fronting Emerson Street on the 600 block 
to add the Ground Floor Combining District. 

2.  Review and Recommendation to City Council to Adopt New 
Chapter 18.15 (Residential Density Bonus) to Title 18 (Zoning) 
of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Implement Government Code 
Section 65915 (Continued from January 9, 2013)

3.  Extension of Council Approval of a Site and Design Review  
Application for a Hotel at 1700 Embarcadero Road

Questions. For any questions regarding the above items, please  
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441. The files relat-
ing to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the 
hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. This public meeting is televised live on 
Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities, 
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn 
more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams

Director of Planning and Community Environment

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commission

MOVIE TIMES19th-century France who lifts himself out 
of poverty and decrepitude but lives in 
fear of discovery by his former jailer, In-
spector Javert (Russell Crowe). From his 
new position of power as a factory own-
er, Valjean becomes entangled in the 
fortunes of one of his workers, despair-
ing single mother Fantine (Anne Hatha-
way), and he begins to feel responsible 
for the woman and her child, Cosette 
(Isabelle Allen). Jackman is perhaps the 
only sensible choice to headline the pic-
ture, and though he’s able enough, his 
performance typically feels calculated. 
The same could be said for Hathaway, 
who’s given an Oscar-savvy showcase 
in her single-take performance of the 
uber-emotive aria “I Dreamed a Dream.” 
Rated PG-13 for suggestive and sexual 
material, violence and thematic ele-
ments. Two hours, 37 minutes.  — P.C. 
(Reviewed Dec. 28, 2012)

Lincoln 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Spielberg’s 
“Lincoln” — which focuses on Lincoln’s 
tragically shortened second term in of-
fice, the conclusion of the Civil War and 
the president’s fight to pass the 13th 
Amendment (abolishing slavery) — plays 
a bit like a $50 million history lesson. 
And while that’s a boon for history buffs, 
the pacing suffers sporadically. Still, 
Spielberg and his team (including an A-
list cast that features a spotlight-stealing 
performance by Tommy Lee Jones) 
deserve a wealth of credit for embrac-
ing a monumental task and succeeding. 
The film follows Lincoln (Day-Lewis) 
as he seeks to outlaw slavery and, 
thus, end the bloody Civil War. Lincoln 
juggles nation-changing decisions with 
personal-life issues: his wife Mary’s 
(Sally Field) migraines, his older son 
Robert’s (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) military 
ambitions and his young son Tad’s (Gul-
liver McGrath) upbringing. Day-Lewis 
captures Lincoln as well as any actor 
could. From his vocal inflections to 
his mannerisms, it’s clear he truly im-
mersed himself in the difficult role. But 
it’s Jones’ performance that lends the 
film the spark it needed and would not 
have otherwise had. Rated PG-13 for 
war violence, strong language and car-
nage. Two hours, 29 minutes.  — T.H. 
(Reviewed Nov. 16, 2012)

Quartet 
(Guild, Century 20) In telling its tale of 
four retired musicians, “Quartet” doesn’t 
avoid all of the traps of the cutesy and 
sometimes condescending old-age-
pensioner movie genre, but Director 
Dustin Hoffman does show good taste, 
particularly in casting. The setting is 
Beecham House, a home for retired mu-
sicians. It’s a rambling estate with ame-
nities and lush greenery, which warmly 
embraces its residents — all of whom 
daily practice their vocation. Still, there 
is trouble in paradise. The residents fret 
about the home’s dwindling funds and 
the necessity of a boffo success for the 
home’s annual benefit. This concern co-
incides with the arrival of a new resident 
who throws everyone into a tizzy: bona 
fide opera diva Jean Horton. Hoffman 
adds to already sturdy material a few 
smart touches, such as a well-timed 
classical montage for the title sequence 
and a subtle refusal to follow through on 
genre cliches. One genre expectation 
remains firmly in place. The senior-citi-
zen movie remains a showcase for elder 
talent, which Hoffman maximizes not 
only with stars but also with supporting 
players who, once upon a time, made 
theatrical, operatic and musical history. 
“Quartet” is no classic, but with the tal-
ent involved, it’s certainly catchy. Rated 
PG-13 for brief strong language and 
suggestive humor. One hour, 39 min-
utes.  — P.C. (Reviewed Jan. 25, 2013)

Zero Dark Thirty 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) By most cin-
ematic measures, “Zero Dark Thirty” is 
one of the best-made films of 2012. It 
also probably shouldn’t exist. An encore 
presentation by the team of director 
Kathryn Bigelow and screenwriter Mark 
Boal — who collected Oscars for 2008’s 

All showtimes are for Friday through Sunday only unless otherwise 
noted. For other times, as well as reviews and trailers,  

go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

“The Hurt Locker” — the film recounts 
the CIA’s hunt for Osama bin Laden. 
By following a fiercely determined CIA 
officer (Jessica Chastain’s Maya), “Zero 
Dark Thirty” creates an identification 
with her agony of defeat and thrill of 
victory along the way, building a root-
ing interest while otherwise eschew-
ing character development in favor of 
detail-oriented procedural. While Boal’s  
screenplay is based on journalistic re-
search, one might well say, “Consider 
the sources.” And the calendar. It’s fair 

to suggest that the Hollywood treatment 
of such politically delicate history comes 
“too soon,” and lacks the historical per-
spective that comes with time. Instead 
of dealing with the inherently political 
dimensions of their narrative, the film-
makers have disingenuously insisted 
upon the film’s apoliticism in its embrace 
of procedural narrative. Rated R for 
language and strong violence including 
brutal images. Two hours, 37 minutes.  
— P.C. (Reviewed Jan. 4, 2013)

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers, theater addresses 

and more information about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies
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Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
College baseball: Texas at Stanford,  

5:30 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College baseball: Texas at Stanford, 1 

p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s basketball: Stanford at 
Washington St., noon; Pac-12 Networks 

Sunday
College baseball: Texas at Stanford, 1 

p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Men’s basketball: Utah at Stanford, 
2 p.m.; Pac-12 Networks; KNBR (1050 
AM)

Tuesday
College baseball: Stanford at Santa 

Clara, 6 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

Menlo School’s Andrew Schmitt (11) congratulates Max Parker (3) on his second goal of the match as do John Strong 
and Justin Wang (19) during the Knights’ 3-1 win over Harbor in a CCS Division III semifinal on Wednesday.

PREP WRESTLING

Pam
 M

cKenney/M
enlo S

chool Athletics

Ecstasy and agony

The Menlo girls’ CCS Division III semifinal started with starters (L-R) 
Lindsay Karle, Hannah Rubin and Alexandra Walker all sidelined.

Menlo boys take over 
Cinderella role from 

girls, face SHP for title
by Keith Peters

I t was a Cinderella season for the 
Menlo School girls’ soccer team 
last season as it captured its first 

West Bay Athletic League title on 
the way to winning its first Central 
Coast Section championship in Di-
vision III.

The Menlo boys’ team, which 
failed to qualify for the postsea-
son in 2012, watched with envy as 
that magical season unfolded for 
the girls. This was something the 
Knights wanted to experience, as 
well.

Cinderella, welcome back to the 
ball.

It will be the Menlo boys, and not 
the girls, playing for a CCS Divi-
sion III title on Saturday, set for Oak 
Grove High in San Jose at 3 p.m. 
Facing the Knights will be WBAL 
and neighborhood rival Sacred 
Heart Prep. It couldn’t have been 
scripted any better.

The fifth-seeded Gators have a 
gaudy 18-2-3 record, have won five 
straight league titles and appeared 
in 14 previous CCS title matches, 
albeit all during the fall season.

The 10th-seeded Knights have a 
very fine 15-5-3 record, have never 
won a WBAL title and will be mak-
ing only their first appearance in a 
section championship game. More-
over, the Menlo boys have never 

beaten Sacred Heart Prep in league 
play and stand 0-8-2 in the series 
since 2009.

Menlo senior Max Parker said he 
knows the history and that it doesn’t 
matter.

“It’s all here for us to take,” he 

said.
The Knights set up the historic 

showdown by defeating No. 3 seed 
Harbor, 3-1, on Wednesday night 
at Menlo-Atherton High. Parker 

(continued on next page)

Hoping
for more
honors 

Four local boys head  
to state meet after  
Lee wins girls’ title 

by Keith Peters

G unn seniors Eric Cramer and 
Daniel Papp  plus junior Sean 
Lyster don’t have to venture 

far to discuss with a state champion 
what it’s like to win a title. In fact, 
they don’t even have to leave cam-
pus.

As Cramer, Papp and Lydster pre-
pared this week to compete at the 
2013 CIF State Championships on 
Friday and Saturday in Bakersfield, 
any tips could be found by talking to 
Gunn junior Cadence Lee.

Lee improved upon her second-
place finish of a year ago by captur-
ing her first title at the third annual 
CIF Girls Wrestling State Invita-
tional Championships on Saturday 
at Lemoore High.

“I’m just as happy about the title 
as I was the day after it happened,” 
Lee said this week. “It’s really a 
great feeling, but very soon I’ll have 
to move on and set new goals for the 
future.

“I haven’t really said anything to 
Eric or Daniel (or Sean), and I’m 
sure Coach Horpel will prepare 
them both physically and mentally 
for the competition. He has really 
experienced wrestling at such a high 
level and I’m sure he can prepare 
them for this weekend.”

Cramer and Lydster each finished 
second and Papp third in their re-
spective divisions at the Central 
Coast Section Championships last 
weekend at Independence High in 
San Jose. All three will be compet-
ing in their first state tournament.

“As I always say, if you are good 
enough to qualify, you are good 
enough to place,” said Gunn coach 
Chris Horpel. “If you are good 
enough to place, you are good 
enough to win it. So, I have three 
wrestlers who are going to test this 
theory with full belief that they can 
do exactly as I said.”

Papp (120) gets a first-round bye 
and will face either Gio Castillo of 
Centennial Corona or James Gomez 
of Woodcreek. Cramer (126) will 
open against Daniel Williams of 
Hughson while Lydster (195) takes 
on Tyler MacDonald of Newbury 
Park.  

“The last thee Gunn wrestlers to 
place in state did not win the CCS, 
so there you go,” said Horpel. “We 
just have to win the close ones, and 
there will be lots of close ones.” 
Lee, unfortunately, will not be on 
hand to watch her teammates in Ba-
kersfield.

“I would love to go and watch this 
weekend,” she said, “but I’m cur-
rently trying to catch up on school 
work that I missed during my sea-
son.”

Joining the Gunn trio in Bakers-
field will be Palo Alto senior Gary 

(continued on page 37)

Keith Peters

TOURNEY BOUND . . . The Menlo 

College women’s basketball team 

received a No. 5 seed in its quadrant 

and will meet No. 4 Jamestown in the 

first round of the State Farm NAIA Di-

vision II Women’s Basketball National 

Championship next Thursday in Sioux 

City, Iowa, at the Tyson Event Center. 

The winner of the Menlo (26-3) and 

Jamestown (26-5) contest will meet 

either No. 1 Eastern Oregon or No. 8 

Southwestern in the second round. 

The teams have one common oppo-

nent in Johnson and Wales. The Lady 

Oaks beat them at home, 96-67, and 

beat them again, 90-72, on the road. 

Johnson and Wales beat the Jimmies, 

78-76, at home. Menlo qualified for 

its second straight trip to the national 

tourney by successfuly defending its 

California Pacific Conference playoff 

title with a 66-58 victory over visit-

ing William Jessup on Tuesday night 

in Atherton. The win by the nation-

ally No. 18-ranked Oaks capped an 

undefeated conference campaign 

and gave Menlo its 14th consecutive 

victory. The Oaks’ Jolise Limcaco 
led all scorers with 21 points. Menlo 

put together an impressive defensive 

effort in the first half, holding William 

Jessup to just 18 percent from the 

field on 5-of-27 shooting. The Oaks 

also forced 10 turnovers and out-

rebounded the Warriors, 27-20.

OAKS FALL . . . An exciting postsea-

son run by the Menlo College men’s 

basketball team came to an end in a 

66-63 loss to host CSU Martime in 

the championship game of the Cali-

fornia Pacific Conference playoffs on 

Monday night in Vallejo. The Oaks (10-

18) and Keelhaulers (24-6) played a 

highly competitive brand of basketball, 

but Maritime’s ability to make clutch 

free throws down the stretch proved 

to be the difference. It was CSU Mari-

time’s second consecutive Cal Pac 

tournament title. With just over five 

minutes remaining, Maritime took their 

largest lead of the night, 49-39. In the 

final minutes of the game, ChaRunn 
Jones proved he wasn’t ready for his 

career at Menlo to conclude. Jones 

scored 12 points in just over 3 1/2 

minutes, capped off by a rare four-

point-play. The Oaks, however, had 

to begin fouling as they trailed by six 

with just minutes remaining. Maritime 

continued to hit free throws.
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CCS BASKETBALL

Menlo’s Jordan Vasquez (left) celebrates with Justin Wang while other members of the Knights’ soccer team have 
their own celebration following a 3-1 victory over Harbor in the CCS Division III semifinals on Wednesday.

Menlo junior Chandler Wickers (19) twice was denied a possible goal by 
a charging Harbor goalie during the Knights’ CCS loss.

Keith Peters
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Five teams,
four titles
at stake

Gunn girls, Pinewood boys 
take shots at defending 

their section championships

by Tom Jacoubowsky and 
Andrew Preimesberger

Two days. Five local teams. 
Four Central Coast Section 
basketball titles on the line. 

Who wins will be determined by 
the Gunn, Menlo School, Sacred 
Heart Prep girls and the Menlo and 
Pinewood boys.

Three of the championships will 
be decided Friday night. First up 
will be the Menlo and Sacred Heart 
Prep girls in the Division IV finale 
at Foothill College at 5:30 p.m.

Following that will be the Men-
lo boys against Half Moon Bay in 
the Division IV title game, also at 
Foothill, at 8 p.m. Pinewood, mean-
while, will go after the Division 
V crown against Alma Heights at 
Notre Dame de Namur University 
in Belmont at 8 p.m.

On Saturday, the Gunn girls will 
defend their Division I title against 
San Benito at Santa Clara High at 
1 p.m.

After waiting 32 years for its 
first visit to the CCS finals, Gunn 
is making a habit of it as the Titans 
advanced to the finals with an easy 
42-18 win over Piedmont Hills on 
Wednesday night at Santa Teresa in 
San Jose.

By reaching the finals for a fourth 
time in five years, Gunn is the first 
public school girls’ team to accom-
plish this feat since Monta Vista 
went seven years in a row from 
1991-1997.

Using a pressure defense that 
limited Piedmont Hills to very few 
uncontested shots, the top-seeded 
Titans (18-6) survived a slow start 
to overwhelm the Pirates and move 
on to the finale against No. 6 San 
Benito (16-11). 

“Our defense came through,” said 
Gunn head coach Sarah Stapp. “We 
had a tough time offensive early, but 
then it began to click.”

And click it did as the Titans 
found themselves down 6-4 late in 
the first, only to then go on a 22-4 
run that put the game away.

Two baskets by Zoe Zwerling, one 
at the end of the first on a nice drive 
to the hoop and one at the begin-
ning of the second, put Gunn up 
8-6 and then Oliva Tapia, one of the 
most dangerous marksmen from 
long range, hit the first of her three-
pointers to put Gunn up 11-6 and the 
Pirates never challenged the rest of 
the way.

Gunn stretched the lead to 23-10 
at half and then continued the on-
slaught as a three pointer by Claire 
Klausner stretched the score to 28-
10 and Gunn ended the third with a 
32-12 lead as Piedmont Hills could 
only muster two points in the period 
and the game was effectively over.

With the score 32-15 early in the 
fourth, the Titans went on a 10-0 

scored twice and senior Ryan Karle 
once.

The Gators, meanwhile, got a 
goal from senior Brendan Spillane 
off an assist from Grant Chou in the 
first half and made it stand up for a 
1-0 victory over host and No. 9 seed 
Gilroy (11-10-2). 

Sacred Heart Prep defeated Menlo 
twice during the WBAL season, but 
this time is different.

“It is very difficult to beat a team 
three times,” said SHP coach Ar-
mando del Rio, “but it is difficult 
to beat any team in CCS. A rivalry 
game is always difficult, so I know 
they have the ‘three times a charm’ 
thing in their favor. But, we are just 
as ambitious to win the game by 
playing well as a team.

“They (Menlo) are motivated be-
cause it is the final, and they have 
never beaten us. On the other hand, 
that gives us even more motivation. 
I think we were made for games of 
this dimension, and we will fight 
our best.”

SHP did what it needed to get the 
job done at Gilroy.

The Gators won seven CCS titles 
in the fall and finished second seven 
other times. This will be del Rio’s 
third third title match, the two previ-
ous as a player in 1999 and 2000.

“In the past, I would be worried 
about playing a team we have beaten 
three times. But, I am just focused 
on the next game and the now,” del 
Rio said. “We need to play well, 
play to dominate both halves, and 
try and shut down their key players. 
I do not feel pressure; this is fun, 
well-deserved and earned. Pressure 
is losing your job and needing to 
feed your family!”

Menlo, meanwhile, is having a 
Cinderella run through the playoffs 
by beating No. 7 Burlingame and 
No. 2 Soledad before eliminating 
the Pirates (13-6-3).

“We came in really prepared,” 
Menlo first-year coach Marc Ker-
rest said. “We knew what we were 
in for. We knew they’d be a great 
team, they’re in the semifinals, but 
we liked our chances with our team 
playing well.”

Parker, who is a captain along 
with goalie Timmy Costa and An-
drew Schmitt, got the game rolling 
with a header in the 17th minute on 
an assist from Karle.

“Max had a great game,” said Ker-
rest. “He had struggled earlier with 
an injury, but he’s clearly healthy 
and that made a huge difference.”

Five minutes later, Harbor was 
awarded a penalty kick and Max 
Ehle equalized.

Shortly after, Karle scored the 
eventual winning goal. Menlo dom-
inated the shots in the first half, but 
Costa made a beautiful save in the 
25th minute, and the Knights closed 
the half ahead 2-1.

“Tim Costa has been huge for us 
back there all season,” said Kerrest, 
whose Knights have outscored their 
opponents 43-16.

In the 71st minute, Parker tore 
down the right sideline, then fired 
a shot which hit the left post and 
bounced in for the final tally.

Girls
The Menlo girls spent the final 

day of the 2012 season hugging 
each other. They smiled and they 
celebrated after winning the first (continued on page 38)

CCS title in program history.
Many of those same players spent 

the final day of the 2013 season also 
hugging each other. But instead of 
smiles and celebration, there were 
tears and disappointment.

What appeared all season as a tri-
umphant march back to the CCS Di-
vision III title game came crashing 
down on Wednesday as the Knights 
fell to Harbor in penalty kicks, 4-2, 
in semifinal action at Menlo-Ather-
ton High.

Eighty minutes of regulation end-
ed 0-0 while 20 additional minutes 
of overtime left the teams knotted 
at 1-1.

“It’s frustrating,” said Menlo 
coach Donoson FitzGerald, who 
did his best to say the right things 
to his players to take away the sting 
of the shocking defeat. “When you 
win, it’s awesome. When you lose, 
it’s a killer.”

On paper, Harbor came in with a 
No. 6 seed while Menlo was a No. 
2. When the teams took the field for 
the pre-game introductions, how-
ever, three Menlo starters —senior 
Hannah Rubin, junior Lindsay Karle 
and sophomore Alexandra Walker 
—were on crutches. And junior Jaye 
Boissiere, the team’s top scorer last 
season, was in uniform but wear-
ing flip flops, a sign she still wasn’t 
ready after missing the entire season 
due to injury.

There were other injuries, as well, 
during a season where the Knights 
handled one adversity after another 
while winning a second straight 
WBAL title. This time, however, 
there were too many missing parts 
to keep the team running into the 
finals.

“We definitely had a bunch of 
injuries,” said FitzGerald, who felt 
uncomfortable laying all the blame 
there. “It hurts, big time. But, we 
didn’t play that well.”

Menlo (13-3-6) had plenty of 
chances in the first 20 minutes of 
the match as jenior Amanda McFar-
land hit the crossbar, senior Maya 
Norman had a hard shot on goal and 
junior Chandler Wickers was foiled 
on a 1 v. 1 with the keeper.

In the second half, Harbor (8-6-7) 
become the aggressor and had four 
near-misses in the first 20 minutes 
while Wickers got a shot past the 
goalie that was deflected away at the 
last moment on a defender. Menlo 
freshman Elena Gray just missed a 
goal wide right and then junior Si-
enna Stritter was taken down just 
outside the penalty box, with the re-
sulting free kick coming up empty.

Menlo turned up the head in the 
first OT period, with Wickers nearly 
scoring again on a 1 v. 1 with the 
keeper. Opportunities by both teams 
were missed and the second extra 
period started.

Harbor finally broke the ice when 
a shot in front of the goal deflected 
off the hands of Menlo freshman 
keeper Schuyler Tilney-Volk. The 
Knights, however, battled back and 
got the equalizer when junior Emma 
LaPorte found the back of the net 
after being moved up from fullback 
to forward. Menlo celebrated its 

second chance to win.
All the goal did, however, was 

send the match to penalty kicks. 
Despite having Tinley-Volk play 
the entire match in goal, FitzGerald 
went with senior Julia Dressel.

“She’s the girl who we felt is best 
at stopping PKs,” said FitzGerald.

Harbor started the PK session 
with a goal, but LaPorte’s shot was 
blocked. The Pirates scored again, 
as did Wickers. Harbor made it 3-1 
before Gray countered for 3-2. The 
Pirates pushed it to 4-2, leaving it 
up to senior Rachel Pinsker to keep 
the shootout going. Her shot, how-
ever, was blocked and the celebra-
tion began.

This time, however, it was the 
Harbor celebrating and not Menlo.

“We’re all super-disappointed,” 
FitzGerald said. “We all wanted 
to win again, but we look back on 
this team and see how they’ve ad-
justed to so many injuries and did 
so well.” 

CCS soccer
(continued from previous page)
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Sleep Apnea: A Not So Silent Epidemic

Please join us for a review of what obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) 

is, how it is diagnosed, and why it is treated. Dr. Lee will also 

discuss nonsurgical and surgical treatments of OSA.

Monday, Mar. 25, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

San Carlos Library
610 Elm Street, San Carlos

Presented by Scott Lee, M.D.
PAMF Ear, Nose and Throat

To register, call Rhea Bradley at 
650-591-0341, extension 237.

How to Develop Mindful Eating Habits

When was the last time you truly enjoyed your food? Can 

you remember what your last meal really tasted like? Join us 

to learn how to tap into your six senses to naturally influence 

your weight, while eating without distraction. During the pre-

sentation we will practice how to experience food to maximize 

pleasure using sight, sound, touch, smell, mind/body aware-

ness and last but not least....taste.

Tuesday, Mar. 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Presented by Barbara Christie, R.D.
PAMF Nutrition Services

650-853-4873

March is National Nutrition Month
Special Nutrition Month Author Events – Mountain View Center

Celebrate by visiting the Mountain View Center every 

Wednesday evening in March from 7 to 9 p.m., for a discussion, 

tasting and/or food demonstration led by a local food author. 

Featured authors are:

Laura Stec, Cool Cuisine: Taking the Bite Out of Global Warming 

– March 6

Stephanie Lucianovic, Suffering Succotash: A Picky Eater’s 

Quest to Understand Why We Hate the Food We Hate – March 13

Lisa Barnes, The Petit Appetit Cookbook – March 20

Donia Bijan, Maman’s Homesick Pie: A Persian Heart in an 

American Kitchen – March 27

Mountain View Center

For more information, visit pamf.org/nutrition-month.

The Dr. Tom McDonald Memorial Lectures at the Palo Alto Center

STANFORD ROUNDUP

Cardinal baseball well-armed
for big series with Texas

Women’s golf team wins another tournament while freshman 
softball pitcher Stevens earns national player of week honor

by Rick Eymer

S tanford senior right-hander 
Mark Appel, who was named 
one of 30 college baseball 

candidates for the 2013 Senior 
CLASS Award on Wednesday, will 
take the mound Friday night for the 
first of a three-game set against vis-
iting Texas. First pitch is scheduled 
for 5:30 p.m.

Appel, last year’s NCBWA Pitch-
er of the Year, recovered from a 
season-opening loss to Rice to toss 
a three-hitter against Fresno State in 
a 3-1 victory that started a sweep of 
the Bulldogs. Appel has 14 strike-
outs in 14 innings on the season.

The 15th-ranked Cardinal (6-2) 
brings a five-game winning streak 
into the series against the No. 22 
Longhorns (6-2), who just had a 
five-game winning streak snapped 
by Sam Houston State on Tuesday.

The weekend series features two 
of the top pitching staffs in the na-
tion. Stanford brings a 2.03 team 
ERA to the mound, while Texas 
owns a 2.50 ERA.

Appel (1-1, 1.93) will be opposed 
by Parker French (2-0, 1.35), mak-
ing it one of the best matchups early 
in the season.

“My favorite time is just getting 
up there on the mound and throwing 
the first pitch,” Appel said. “It gets 
the game going and the adrenaline 
pumping.”

The Longhorns played their first 
eight games at home while Stanford 
already has made a trip to Houston. 
The Cardinal is 4-0 at home.

Stanford leads the all-time series 
with the Longhorns, 28-27, includ-
ing a 13-7 edge at Sunken Diamond. 
The Cardinal swept Texas last year.

Most of Stanford’s offense has 
been concentrated with four play-
ers: Menlo School grad Danny 
Diekroeger, Brian Ragira, Austin 
Slater and Justin Ringo. Combined 
they are hitting .342 with four home 
runs and 18 RBI.

The rest of the Cardinal lineup is 
hitting .186 with one home run and 
13 RBI. That doesn’t tell the whole 
story though. Brett Michael Doran, 
for example, has one hit on 11 at-
bats, and that was a three-run walk-
off home run in the bottom of the 
10th inning in Saturday’s win over 
the Bulldogs.

Stanford shortstop Lonnie Kaup-
pila is hitting .188 on the season, yet 
leads the team with a .552 on-base 
percentage thanks to a team-high 
10 walks. He’s tied for third in runs 
scored.

Slater leads Stanford with his .381 
average and Diekroeger leads the 
Cardinal with 11 hits, including his 
own three-run homer that clinched 
the series sweep. He’s batting .324.

Ragira currently hits at a .324 clip 
and Ringo is at .360.

Stanford has been able to get away 
with averaging just over four runs 
a game because the pitching staff 
doesn’t allow opponents to score 
much more than two runs a game.

It starts with Appel, but there’s 
plenty of good vibrations to share 
among pitchers. Saturday starter 
John Hochstatter, with his 3.18 
ERA, has given Stanford a few to 
win in both of his starts.

Dean McArdle and Logan James 
each have made two starts, though 
it’s likely freshman Bobby Zarubin 
(1-0, 0.84) earned a chance to start 
Sunday’s game after a lengthy relief 
appearance over the weekend.

Stanford coach Mark Marquess, 
in his 37th season at the helm, and 
Texas coach Augie Garrido, in his 
45th year, have combined for 3,322 
coaching victories. Garrido, who 
has won five national titles, is the 
all-time wins leader in Division I 
baseball. Marquess is fourth on the 
list.

Men’s basketball
The season is slipping away for 

Stanford, much like Wednesday’s 
game with Colorado that came down 
the final ticks of the clock before the 
Cardinal fell, 65-63. It was Stan-
ford’s third straight loss and fourth 
setback in five games in February. 
The Cardinal is 7-9 in the Pac-12 
Conference and 16-13 overall.

Andre Roberson scored a career-
high 24 points and helped spark an 
18-2 second-half run to help the 
Buffaloes (9-6, 19-8) sweep Stan-
ford this season after five straight 
losses to the Cardinal.

Andy Brown matched his career 
high with 17 points while Dwight 
Powell added 12 for Stanford.

Stanford will host Utah on Sun-
day at 2 p.m. Cardinal senior Ga-
briel Harris will be honored in a 
pregame tribute. 

Women’s golf
Stanford recorded a 10-over-par 

586 to win the Cal Classic women’s 
golf tournament at the Ruby Hill 
Golf Club in Pleasanton. The Cardi-
nal (298-288) shot on par in the final 
round in the best team performance 
of the tournament on Tuesday.

In her career-best finish, sopho-
more Mariko Tumangan carded 
a 4-under-par 68 to finish tied for 
second.

Softball
For her outstanding efforts during 

last weekend’s Mary Nutter Classic 
in Cathedral City, Stanford pitcher 
Kelsey Stevens has been selected as 
the Louisville Slugger/NFCA Divi-
sion I National Player of the Week.

The freshman helped the No. 16 
Cardinal to a 4-1 record this past 
week by going 3-0 with a pair of 
complete-game shutouts, a 0.00 
ERA and 19 strikeouts in 19 innings 
while allowing No. 13 Georgia, Vir-
ginia and No. 23 Florida State to 
total just seven hits and a .115 com-
bined batting average.

Still only a rookie, Stevens also 
managed to toss the 10th perfect 
game in Stanford history during the 
triumph over the Cavaliers. 
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Hohbach at 152. He finished third 
in his weight class at CCS and 
will have a first-round bye, facing 
the winner of Justin Barnes (Bret 
Harte) and Alexander Graves (San 
Marcos), the latter the San Diego 
Section champ.

“Gary has a good draw,” said 
Paly coach Dave Duran. “He is on 
an open end of a pigtail match — he 
will get to see his opponent wrestle 
before facing him — a good place 
to be.

“Gary has performed well in the 
tougher tournaments this year. We 
expect to see even more improve-
ment this weekend. It is all about 
a good draw and two solid days 
of wrestling. The goal now is one 
match at a time, get to the next 
day.”

One of the state’s toughest wres-
tlers, Cole Hammond of Bakersfield, 
is in Hohbach’s side of the bracket.

“We are hoping to face him Fri-
day afternoon,” said Duran. “Earn-
ing a medal at the California State 
Wrestling Championships may be 
the hardest thing to accomplish in 
all of high school athletics. Gary 
knows this and welcomes the chal-
lenge.”

Lee knows full well what Duran 
is talking about as she met the chal-
lenge and succeeded. She won four 
straight matches, two by pin, and 
topped off her performance with a 
5-3 decision over Angelica Llanes of 
Arvin in the 103-pound title match. 
After having two byes, Lee pinned 
Eva Soto of Pomona in 3:56. She 
followed that by pinning Harmonie 
Roberts of Ukiah in 1:52. In the 
semifinals, Lee posted a 4-0 win 
over Brittny Hernandez of Charter 
Oak.

Gunn sophomore Grace Robin-
son (118) and senior Jessica Sun 
survived three rounds each before 
being eliminated. Sun received the 
Pursuing Victory with Honor Award 

Wrestling
(continued from page 34)

Gunn junior Cadence Lee won a 
girls’ state title last week.

Along with Hohbach, who went 
5-1, teammates Erik Anderson (4-2 
for fifth at 170) and Andrew Frick 
(4-2 for fifth at 195) just missed out 
on the trip. The Vikings finished 
21st in the team scoring.

“The highlight of the weekend 
was Gary Hohbach’s overtime win 
(sudden victory) in the third-place 
match,” Duran said. “He set a goal 
for himself to become a state quali-
fier after a disappointing league fi-

nals last season. Our coaching staff 
is always extremely satisfied when 
our wrestlers reach their goals. It is 
a long road to get there.”

Hohbach was one of four Paly 
seniors at CCS. The others were 
Alex Taussig 0-2 at 220), Jordan 
Smith (0-2 at 113) and Anderson. 
Other Paly entrants includes James 
Giaccia (1-2 at 106), Eric Oshima 
(1-2 at 138) and Jordan Gans (2-2 
at 160).

“In what has been a challenging 
season for us, having three section 
placers and a state qualifier —  not 
bad,” said Duran. “Most schools in 
the section would take these results 
every year.”

Menlo-Atherton was led by Josh 
Buttram (3-2 at 195) while Austin 
Wilson was 1-2 at 126, Sam Stroud 
was 1-2 at 152, Donald LaHaye was 
1-2 at 170 and James Smith was 0-2 
at 160. 

Gunn junior Sean Lydster (at left) finished second at 195 pounds in the CCS finals to 
qualify for a state meet berth while teammate Eric Cramer (above right) also finished 
second, at 126 pounds, to give the Titans three qualifiers for the CIF Championships in 
Bakersfield this weekend.

for the 138-pound division. 
Gunn placed 18th with 35 points 

as Lee became the school’s first 
state champ in wrestling and the 
third state champion of all-time.

“It’s really a great feeling know-
ing that I’m the third girl to win 
a state title at Gunn, but I have to 
focus on my goals for the future,” 
Lee said.

Only two other female Gunn ath-
letes have won state titles in any 
sport (Ruth Graham in cross coun-
try in 2001 and Tori Tyler in track 
and field in 2005).

Lee’s title came on a day that 
saw the Gunn wrestling team make 
some school history with the suc-
cess at both meets.

Gunn brought nine wrestlers to 
the CCS Championships and all nine 
won matches. Four Titans earned 
medals while finishing among the 
top four — Cramer, Lydster, Papp 
(third at 120) and junior Stephen 
Martin (fourth at 182).

Papp went 5-1 with four pins and 
scored 24 points. Cramer went 4-1 
with two pins and also scored 24 
points. Lydster went 4-1 with one 
pin, scoring 22 points, while Mar-
tin was 5-2 with two pins and 20 
points.

Gunn’s other entrants included 
Ian Cramer (2-2 at 132), Blaze Lee 
(1-2 at 145), Dino Soto (1-2 at 160), 
Harsha Mokkarala (1-2 at 220) and 
Eric Calderon (1-2 at 285). 

Having two wrestlers in the finals 
was a first for the Titans, who wound 
up finishing sixth in the team stand-
ings. Had Lee been able to compete 
in the boys’ CCS meet, Horpel be-
lieves his Titans most likely would 
have finished in the top three in the 
team standings, tying their highest 
finish ever in 1973.

“This team is arguably the best 
wrestling team that Gunn has ever 
produced,” said Horpel. “They 
proved it by winning the toughest 
league in the CCS and by placing 
so high in the CCS Championships 
without Cadence Lee.

“But, the season is not over. We 
have the boys’ state (championships 
this weekend) in Bakersfield and we 
have three qualifiers who are really 
excited for that meet.”

B
ut

ch
 G

ar
ci

a

B
ut

ch
 G

ar
ci

a

Veronica W
eber

 Page 37



Sports

Thursday, 
March 7

Join us on Thursday, March 7, for Dine Out for Packard! Participating restaurants in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, 

and Los Altos will donate a percentage of sales to Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford. 

Support your favorite restaurant and make a difference in the lives of local children and families!

Visit DineOutForPackard.org to find out where to dine!

run with Tapia draining her third 
three-pointer of the night.

Zwerling led all scorers with 12 
points, followed by 11 from Tapia, 
seven from Klausner, six from 
Meghan Mahoney and two apiece 
from Sarah Klem, Emily Redfield 
and Sarah Longyear.

the defending champion Titans 
will take on a San Benito team that 
defeated No. 7 Evergreen Valley, 58-
38, in the other semifinal game.

Two years ago the Titans defeated 
San Benito, 50-26, in the Division 
I quarterfinals, but Stapp is not 

drawing any comparisons from that 
game.

“That game is ancient history and 
we have to be ready” said Stapp, 
who watched San Benito easily han-
dle Evergreen Valley. “San Benito is 
a tough team and I know they’ll be 
ready for us.”

Division IV girls
The Menlo-SHP girls’ matchup, 

meanwhile, will be an intriguing 
one.

Sparked by a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer just before halftime 
by guard Lauren Lete, Menlo 
topped Scotts Valley, 58-46, in the 
semifinals Tuesday at Notre Dame-
Belmont.

The No. 2-seeded Knights im-
proved to 19-9 on the season while 
earning their first trip to the CCS 
title game since 2002, when they 
lost to Sacred Heart Prep, 28-24.

Menlo now has a chance to avenge 
that title-game loss — 11 years later 
— against No. 5 Sacred Heart Prep 
(21-8), which upset No. 1 Soquel, 
55-52, in the other semifinal.

“We know they’re an excellent 
outside shooting team, so we’re go-
ing to focus on stopping their out-
side game,” said Menlo head coach 
John Paye of SHP.

The Knights started strong in the 
first quarter with a 15-6 run led by 
senior center Drew Edelman, who 
scored nine of the 15. The 6-foot-4, 

USC-bound Edelman had 16 points 
in the first quarter. She leads the 
Knights with 20 points and 12.6 re-
bound per game.

Edelman sank 10 field goals and 
had 22 points in the first half alone. 
Menlo’s Lete drained a key 30-
footer as time expired in the second 
quarter.

“She’s done that so many times,” 
said Edelman. “In three games last 
year she made halfcourt shots like 
that — it was ridiculous.”

Third-seeded Scotts Valley (17-11) 
came out strong in the fourth quar-
ter, knocking down a trio of three-
pointers in the first two minutes of 
the quarter. The Falcons went on a 
9-2 run at the end, but the Knights’ 

offense and Edelman were too tough 
as they held on for the victory. Edel-
man finished with a season-high 
30 points and 22 rebounds. Junior 
Maddy Price added 16 points.

“We have an opportunity to do 
something that hasn’t happened in 
a while,” said Paye. “We have a his-
tory of championships at Menlo. It 
would be really nice for this team 
show up at the end and win the CCS 
title.”

Menlo and SHP split their regu-
lar-season matches in the West Bay 
Athletic League (Foothill Division) 
season, with the Knights winning 
the second meeting.

The Knights and Gators have met 
six times in the CCS finals, the last 
two in Division IV. SHP holds a 
4-2 edge in the series, but both of 
Menlo’s wins have come under the 
guidance of Paye (1990 and ‘91).  

SHP coach Ann Tafolla will be 
making her first appearance in the 
finals while her Gators are return-
ing to the title game for the first 
time since 2007.

SHP never trailed against Soquel 
and held a 35-25 halftime lead, 
even though the Gators’ advantage 
dwindled to 38-37 late in the third 
quarter.

Sacred Heart Prep cashed in at 
the free-throw line down the stretch, 
finishing 13 of 20. Still, the Gators 
had to withstand a last-gasp three-
point attempt by Soquel that missed 
with under 10 seconds to play.

Senior Helen Gannon led SHP 
with 14 points with junior Meghan 
Holland adding 12. 

Division IV boys
Menlo employed a balanced at-

tack and knocked off No. 2-seeded 
Palma, 64-53, to earn a trip to the 
CCS championship game. The No. 
3-seeded Knights (19-7) will play 
No. 4 Half Moon Bay (22-6), which 
upset No. 1 Seaside (20-4) in the 
earlier semifinal, 46-39. This will 
be Menlo’s first  CCS final since it 
won in 2009. The Knights will be 
seeking the seventh section title in 
program history.

Menlo displayed another show of 
balanced scoring with junior Jack 
Heneghan leading the way with 15 
points. Fellow juniors Bobby Roth 
scored 13 and Ryan Young con-
tributed 12 while sophomore Liam 
Dunn added 11.

Menlo used its signature third-
quarter run, outpacing the Chief-
tains with a 20-8 run. The Knights 
closed in on a halftime deficit of 
three when they went on a 13-4 run 
in the opening minutes of the sec-
ond half capped by Peter Bouret’s 
driving layup for a 39-33 lead.

“We woke up in the third quarter,” 
Menlo coach Delandro Leday said. 
“We started taking care of the ball 
well; we had some lazy passes, and 
we needed to have three solid pos-
sessions.

“We don’t just have one kid, we 
have several guys who can play as 
well as long as we make sure we’re 
defending and taking care of the 
ball -- they did that tonight.”

Palma got as close as six in the 
fourth quarter, but Menlo had the 
game well in hand by then and af-
ter postgame handshakes, the team 
melted in with the Sea of Gold and 
well-wishers in a celebratory hud-

CCS hoops
(continued from page 35)

(continued on next page)
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T h e  M i c h e l l e  R .  C l a y m a n  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  G e n d e r  R e s e a r c h  p r e s e n t s

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday:
People Who Are Worse Than You

Rev. David Howell preaching

 
Sunday Worship and Church School at 10 a.m.

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Helen Gannon
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Melissa Holland*
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Lindsay Karle
Menlo soccer

Maddy Price
Menlo basketball

Chandler Wickers
Menlo soccer

Zoe Zwerling*
Gunn basketball

Timmy Costa
Menlo soccer

Eric Cramer
Gunn wrestling

Robert Hellman
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Gary Hohbach
Palo Alto wrestling

Willy Lamb
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Daniel Papp
Gunn wrestling

Honorable mention

Cadence Lee
Gunn High

The junior pinned down 
her first-ever state title in 
wrestling by going 4-0 with 
two pins while capturing the 
103-pound division to be-
come only the third athlete 
in school history to win a 
state championship.

Ryan Karle
Menlo School

The senior scored the only 
goal in a 1-0 CCS Division III 
soccer victory at Burlingame 
and provided the game-win-
ner in a 2-0 triumph over No. 
2 Soledad as the Knights 
advanced to the section 
semifinals for the first time.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

dle.
Menlo fell behind by six in the 

first quarter until Wes Miller’s bas-
ket and Liam Dunn’s three closed 
the gap to 1 at the end of the first. 
Dunn added another three to open 
the second quarter, but Palma held 
a halftime lead 31-29.

Division V boys
Two-time defending champion 

Pinewood reached its fourth straight 
title game with a 62-42 romp over 
No. 3 seed St. Francis-Central Coast 
Catholic at Alma Heights in Pacifica 
on Tuesday. The No. 2-seeded Pan-
thers will face No. 1 Alma Heights 
(26-3) in the finals.

Junior guard Greg Naumann tal-
lied 22 points for Pinewood in a 
game that was a rematch of last sea-
son’s CCS finale. A 23-3 advantage 
in the third quarter made the differ-
ence for the Panthers.

In the other semifinal, No. 4 
Eastside Prep (15-13) fell to Alma 
Heights, 32-28. Johnnie Walton led 
the Panthers with 14 points and 10 
rebounds while Dae-Von Bishop 
added eight points and 10 boards.

Open Division boys
Palo Alto saw its brief stay in the 

division playoffs come to an end fol-
lowing a 47-46 loss to No. 8 seed 
Soquel (21-7) on Tuesday night at 
Independence High in San Jose. 
Seniors Aldis Petriceks and Aubrey 
Dawkins led Paly with 17 and 16 
points, respectively.

Paly played without junior center 
Keller Chryst, who suffered an an-
kle injury in an opening-round loss 
to Mitty. He’ll miss the rest of the 
postseason. The No. 5-seeded Vi-
kings were outscored in the second 
quarter, 11-4. 

Palo Alto (23-3), which has lost 
back-to-back games in the postsea-
son following a 21-game win streak 
to end the regular season, next will 
compete in the CIF NorCal playoffs 
that begin next week. All the teams 
that played in the new Open Division 
this year qualified for NorCals.

Open Division girls
Eastside Prep and Pinewood, who 

normally battle for section honors in 
Division V, both saw their CCS sea-
sons end following second-round, 
consolation-bracket losses on Tues-
day.

Fourth-seeded Eastside Prep 
(21-8) fell to top-seeded Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, 46-44, and No. 7 
Pinewood (20-8) dropped a 50-42 
decision to No. 3 St. Ignatius. 

(continued from previous page)

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com
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Gated Secluded Contemporary Estate 
1530 University Avenue, Palo Alto 

$ 2,750,000 
Beds 4 | Baths 2.5 | Home ~ 2,339 sq. ft. | Lot ~ 15,950 sq. ft. 

Video Tour | www.schoelerman.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Open House  |  Sat. & Sun.  |  1:30 - 4:30 
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