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International School of the Peninsula
151 Laura Lane

Palo Alto Office Center
525 University Avenue

Palo Alto Unified School District

SAP Labs
3412 Hillview Avenue

Stanford Real Estate
3210 Porter Drive

Stevens Development Company
101 University, 444 High and 125 University Avenue

Tasso Street Building
435 Tasso Street

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati P.C.
601 California and 650 Page Mill Road

GREEN 
BUSINESS 
LEADERS

THE CITY OF PALO ALTO wishes 
to congratulate the following 
companies on receiving the 2012 
Mayor’s Green Business Leader 
Award. The high energy efficiency 
scores of their buildings make these 
companies true green leaders in our 
community. Everyone in Palo Alto 
benefits when our businesses take 
steps to improve the environment. 
Thank you, Green Business Leaders!
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M any Palo Alto neighbor-
hoods are organizing in 
ways they have not since 

the rise of Neighborhood Watch 
programs in the 1980s, following a 
string of home burglaries that have 
plagued the city. 

From surveillance cameras to 
neighborhood-warning signs, resi-
dents are strategizing to deter and 

perhaps even catch the thieves, who 
have made off with tens of thou-
sands of dollars in jewelry, cash and 
electronics since late last year.

Email lists from Crescent Park to 
Barron Park are crackling with the 
latest news about suspicious vehi-
cles cruising residential streets. Last 
week, concerned north Palo Alto 
residents discussed a white van seen 

on their streets and gave informa-
tion about it, complete with license 
number, to the Palo Alto police.

Neighbors’ increasing vigilance 
might help nab thieves like the 
ones who on Sept. 24 pilfered UPS 
parcels from a Crescent Park front 
porch within 30 seconds of the de-
livery. The resident, who asked that 
her name and home information not 
be made public, has shared images 
from her surveillance video with her 
neighbors and with police, she said.

Others are following suit. Annette 
Glanckopf of the Midtown Resi-
dents Association said many people 
in her neighborhood are installing 
cameras. 

The victim of the UPS-package 
theft said she initially installed the 
home cameras to act as a deterrent 
to would-be robbers. 

“But these kids were very bra-
zen, or maybe too stupid, to see the 
cameras pointing everywhere,” she 
said.

Though the police were unable to 
apprehend the thieves in her case, 
she shared the data from the cam-
eras with officers, she said. 

“The surveillance helped. ... We 
could see what happened during 
every moment after the UPS truck 
left,” she said. 

She believes the installation of 
additional cameras in her neigh-
borhood will be key to the crime-

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Neighbors devising crime-fighting strategies
by Sue Dremann

P alo Alto youth are emotion-
ally healthier than they were 
two years ago, according to 

newly released data from the Cali-
fornia Healthy Kids Survey.

The percentage of ninth- and 
11th-graders who said they had 
seriously considered suicide in the 
past 12 months dropped from 18 
percent to 11 percent. Percentages 
also dropped for ninth- and 11th-
graders who reported feeling “so 
sad and hopeless” for at least two 
weeks that they stopped doing some 
of their usual activities.

The survey, given statewide every 
two years, measures risk and resil-
iency factors for seventh-, ninth- and 
11th-graders.

“Some of the measures that we 
as a community have been most fo-

cused on, like suicide ideation and 
student depression, are heading in 
the right direction,” Superintendent 
Kevin Skelly said Thursday.

However, “the data also support 
the need for continued, concerted 
efforts across the PAUSD commu-
nity to address student health and 
wellness needs,” school district staff 
members said in a report.

For example, the percentage of 
seventh-graders who reported feel-
ing “sad and hopeless” went up from 
17 percent in 2009-10 to 19 percent 
in 2011-12, the report said.

Skelly will present major points of 
the survey to the Board of Education 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, and has posted the 
full survey online at http://pausd.
org/parents/programs/studentcon-
nectedness/index.shtml.

The school district and communi-
ty took a host of initiatives to boost 
student social-emotional health and 
school “connectedness” following a 
string of Palo Alto student deaths by 
suicide in 2009 and 2010.

The district adopted a student-
wellness framework known as the 
Developmental Assets, which aims 
to promote and measure behaviors 
associated with youth resilience and 
thriving.

Community agencies, with lead-
ership from the school district and 
the city recreation department, cre-
ated a coalition known as Project 
Safety Net, which continues to meet 
monthly to report on initiatives con-
cerning youth well-being.

Students report better mental health
Palo Alto officials concerned about substance abuse, though

by Chris Kenrick

A fter more than a year of public 
divisiveness over Gunn High 
School’s guidance-counseling 

system, 18 people representing di-
vergent views sat down this week in 
search of common ground.

With help from a professional fa-
cilitator, the Gunn Guidance Advi-
sory Committee met for most of the 
day Tuesday, Oct. 2, and will gather 
at least six more times to meet a 
February 2013 deadline for recom-
mending reforms to the Board of 
Education.

Formation of the advisory com-
mittee — which includes Gunn par-
ents, teachers, students, counselors 
and administrators — follows sharp 
criticism of Gunn’s current counsel-
ing system from the parent group 
We Can Do Better Palo Alto. 

Citing polls showing higher sat-
isfaction levels with counseling 
at Palo Alto High School than at 
Gunn, the group has lobbied the 
school board for more than a year 
to instruct Gunn to switch by this 
fall from its traditional counseling 
model to Palo Alto High School’s 
“teacher-advisory” model. 

Under that model, Paly uses about 
46 “teacher-advisers” to augment its 
small counseling staff, and students 
meet regularly in advisory groups. 
By contrast, Gunn employs seven 
guidance counselors to handle aca-
demic advising, college and career 
counseling and student social-emo-
tional health, generally on an ap-
pointment basis.

School board members, who iden-
tified shortcomings in both schools’ 
counseling programs in the district’s 
2008 strategic plan, said they prefer 
to let Gunn arrive at its own coun-
seling reform so long as it meets 
certain standards. The standards 
include more adult “touch points” 
for students.

Though most public discussion 

has focused on the need for change 
at Gunn, Paly Principal Phil Win-
ston said Wednesday he also is im-
plementing a formal plan to address 
weaknesses in Paly’s counseling 
system.

Winston and Gunn Principal 
Katya Villalobos are both due to 
deliver progress reports to the board 
next Tuesday, Oct. 9.

In this past Tuesday’s all-day 
meeting at the Elk’s Club, facilita-
tor Ken Yale, a former high school 
principal and social studies teacher, 
guided the group through get-ac-
quainted and consensus-building 
exercises.

Committee members shared their 
own memories of high school coun-
seling and later were asked to write 
down and share what should be true 
for all students in an ideal counsel-
ing system for Gunn, regardless of 
the method.

Members cited features like sup-
port for every child, regardless of 
whether the student seeks it out; at-
tention to social-emotional health as 
well as academic and college advis-
ing; availability of trusted adults; 
easy access to adults; a program to 
help students make the transition 
from middle school to high school; 
multiple “touch points”; and the idea 
that students should feel at home in 
school.

“When we talk about the outcome 
— what we want to be true for stu-
dents — I’m not hearing a whole lot 
of difference,” Yale said.

“We might have all kinds of differ-
ences about policy, which particular 
model, which particular approach, 
but it’s important to appreciate the 
fact that we all want the same things 
for the kids, by and large.”

A binder provided to each com-
mittee member included school dis-

Cool it!
Emma Siskens, 10, plunges into the pool while friend Mikey Seybold, 11, swims to the other side while 
playing at the Greenmeadow neighborhood pool in Palo Alto on a very hot Oct. 3. The pool, open to 
members of the Greenmeadow Community Association, closes for the season on Oct. 31.

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

Residents fight burglaries with lights, cameras, action

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 8)(continued on page 6)

Counseling group seeks 
common ground

Gunn ‘guidance advisory committee’ aims for reform 
consensus by February

by Chris Kenrick
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

SKY’S THE LIMIT ... How high is 

too high? That is the central ques-

tion these days for Palo Alto officials 

awash in building proposals. Normally, 

the city’s 50-foot height limit — a 

long-standing sacred cow of local 

zoning regulations — offers a simple 

answer to this question. But with 

developers looking to place four giant 

office towers at 27 University Ave. and 

two huge office buildings on Page 

Mill Road, these aren’t normal times. 

Faced with these proposals, a hot 

real estate market and heavy demand 

for affordable housing, city officials 

are now considering ways to loosen 

the height limit and encourage more 

growth. The Architectural Review 
Board tackled this subject Thursday 

morning, with several members ex-

pressing support for allowing excep-

tions to the 50-foot height limit or, as 

one member suggested, scrapping it 

entirely. Most board members were 

open to taller buildings, particularly in 

downtown and along El Camino Real. 

“I’m really in favor of us trying to find 

a different way to manage this and 

to create opportunities for different 

heights, where mass and scale can 

be balanced appropriately in recogni-

tion of neighborhood concerns,” said 

board member Randy Popp, who 

works downtown. But any solution, 

he said, should carefully consider the 

parking impacts of the taller buildings. 

Board member Alex Lew said there 

are plenty of examples of seven-to-10

-story buildings in neighboring com-

munities and advocated surveying 

other areas for examples that work 

well in downtown locations. Board 

member Clare Malone Prichard was 

particularly enthusiastic about chang-

ing the height regulations. “I’m of a 

mind to not have a height limit any-

more,” she said, noting that the city’s 

density regulations already limit build-

ing sizes. But she acknowledged that 

making the change would be a tall 

task. “There’s a big fear in this town of 

tall buildings so that’s not going to fly,” 

she said.

SEX, DRUGS AND COLLEGE ADMIS-
SION ... These are the three subjects 

parents will travel through rain, snow, 

sleet and the dead of night to talk 

about, author Christine VanDeVelde 

joked to a packed audience of par-

ents and students at Palo Alto High 

School Monday night. VanDeVelde is 

co-author with former Stanford ad-

missions dean Robin Mamlet of the 

2011 book “College Admissions: From 

Application to Acceptance, Step by 

Step.” What colleges crave — more 

than grades, test scores or anything 

else — is authenticity in an applicant, 

said VanDeVelde, whose book is 

based on interviews with more than 

50 admissions deans. “The perfect 

candidate may be somebody who’s 

imperfect but authentic,” she said. 

To parents, she advised going on the 

“college diet.” “Stop talking nervously 

over dinner about college — the sub-

ject should not be on the menu more 

than twice a week.”

PICK ME! PICK ME! ... Anyone con-

cerned about declining civic engage-

ment in Palo Alto would find plenty 

of reasons to smile at this week’s 

meeting of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission. The commission may 

not be as wonky as the Planning and 

Transportation Commission or as 

detail-oriented as the Architectural 

Review Board, but for sheer gung-ho 

and enthusiasm, this seven-member 

group is tough to beat. This quality 

was on display Tuesday night when 

the commission was charged with 

appointing a three-member subcom-

mittee to help staff put together the 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a 

colossal effort that is still in the em-

bryo phase. Rob de Geus, a manager 

in the Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment, called the forthcoming plan a 

“game changer for the department 

and the city.” In this case, the com-

mission’s enthusiasm worked against 

it as five out of seven members threw 

their hat into the race. Things even 

got a bit heated when Commissioner 

Deirdre Crommie started arguing why 

she, and not former commission Chair 

Pat Markevitch, should be one of 

the three members on the subcom-

mittee. She said Markevitch already 

had her chance to serve on a highly 

visible panel — the Infrastructure Blue 

Ribbon Commission — and com-

plained that Markevitch didn’t update 

her Parks and Recreation colleagues 

as often as she should have on that 

commission’s progress. “Pat’s gotten 

to do her piece already and we need 

someone new,” Crommie said. Com-

missioners Stacey Ashlund, Jennifer 
Hetterly and Chair Ed Lauing also 

expressed their desire to serve on the 

subcommittee (the only two people 

who didn’t volunteer — Paul Losch 

and Daria Walsh — plan to step down 

soon, when their terms expire). In the 

end, the glut of enthusiasm killed the 

nomination process and the commis-

sion voted to table the item and return 

to the topic later this month. 

It was like losing a family member.

— Chris Sigler, owner of the house where a centu-
ries-old, damaged oak tree was removed this week. 
See story on page 5.
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UpfrontREAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

Does Home Staging Pay Off?

In our fast moving market, every 
so often a seller will ask me if it’s 
necessary to stage their home and 
whether staging pays off.

In my opinion home staging is a 
must in any market. Making an invit-
ing first impression is critical; when 
a house is professionally staged it 
will sell faster and at a higher price.

A professional home stager will 
design and stage a home to optimize 
the available floor space, and to ap-
peal to the broadest segment of the 
potential buyer pool. Professional 
staging helps create a setting that 
emotionally speaks to and connects 
with home buyers.  All buying de-
cisions involve emotions, and emo-
tions are best evoked with a personal 
experience when touring the house, 
when buyers start feeling it as their 
home.

Nowadays 95% of buyers look 
online to find their homes, and on-
line home presentations containing 
photos and virtual tours are viewed 
three times more than those with-
out. Staging helps produce beautiful 
photos and a memorable profes-
sional video tour of the home, bring-
ing more buyers to your home–and 
more buyers can lead to a higher 
sale price.

Given its effectiveness, staging 
is an integral part of my market-
ing strategy. My conviction of the 
importance of staging has led me 
to provide staging as a complimen-
tary service to clients who list their 
homes with me. 

No matter what real estate market 
you are in, home staging is a wise 
move to get the best return when 
selling your home.

I offer complimentary staging when I list your home. Contact me at Alain Pinel Realtors  
(650) 384-5392 or send me and email at scullen@apr.com. To learn more, log on to 

www.samiacullen.com.

WANDERING

AL ZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA

Our in-home CAREGiverssm are trained 

and qualified to expertly manage, reduce, 

and assist with behaviors like agitation, 

delusion, refusal, wandering, repetition, 

aggression, and false accusations so 

you’re assured that we’re here for you, 

and here with your loved one.

For your free booklet, 

“Helping Families Cope,” please 

call 650.691.9671.

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise Office is 
Independently Owned and Operated.   homeinstead.com /168

HI646-01BB 081012
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I n Anne and Chris Sigler’s front yard on 
High Street stands a barren oak tree, cut 
down to four great but stunted branches 

shooting out of a thick trunk.
Two weeks ago it was much more: a 50-ton 

valley oak, a member of a species (Quercus 
lobata) identified as so important to Palo Alto 
that it was granted protection by a city ordi-
nance in 1996. 

But when its owners noticed a deep crack 
in the tree’s house-facing side, coupled with 
a heavy lean toward a neighbor’s property, 
emergency measures were taken to dismantle 
it. The Davey Tree Expert Company has been 
working at removal for nearly two weeks, six 
hours a day. 

Chris Sigler is an Oregon native, a place he 
said has “lots of tree-huggers.” 

“It was glorious,” he said of the oak. “It was 
what made this house. I made it the center-
piece of my property.”

When Sigler, owner of a construction-man-
agement consulting business, expanded his 
home a few years ago, he made sure to seek 
out and protect the tree’s roots. 

“It was the crown jewel of my home and 
my neighborhood. I brought the doctor (city 
arborist Dave Dockter) over more often than I 
went to the doctor. He hugged that tree with me 
for years. It was like losing a family member.”

Section 4 of Palo Alto’s Tree Technical 
Manual states trees that display partial or 
clearly imminent failure while threatening 
persons or property may be removed without 
the city’s review or approval. 

As it happened, two arborists familiar with 
the tree — John McClenahan and Dockter 
— did review its case. They both agreed that 
removal could not be avoided. According to 
Dockter, who prepared the manual, emer-
gency removal “only happens once or twice 
a year,” if that.

Dave Schellinger, whose great-grandfather 
built the house in the 1920s, said he “grew up 
under the tree’s auspices.”

He now lives next door. 
“For us in the neighborhood the presence 

of the oak tree will be very much missed,” 
Schellinger said.

The neighborhood’s other residents echo the 
sentiment.

“It was a grand old tree, and it’s sad to see 
it go, but there were safety issues involved,” 
said one local who preferred not to be named. 
The tree had been visible from her yard some 
houses away.

Across the street, Lee Mitchell said he 
hopes that a cross section of the oak be pre-
served at the city’s Junior Museum & Zoo on 
Middlefield Road. 

“It would be pretty cool. Kids could count 
out the age rings and everything,” he said.

Dexter Girton has been living next door to 
the oak tree since he bought his home in 1974. 
Should the oak have fallen, it was his house 
and garage that would have suffered poten-
tially disastrous damage. The land all around 
his home hosts numerous fruit trees, many of 
which have benefited from composting of the 
oak’s fallen leaves.

“It looked pretty. People who visited re-
ally liked it,” the retired electrical engineer 
said. “But I worried it would fall sometime, 
especially when I worked in the garage. It was 
definitely a hazard for the safety of the house. 
Anyone looking at the tree knew that.”

Last December another century-old tree 
had to be removed near the intersection of 

Upfront

COMMUNITY

URBAN FOREST

T here’s been pingpong, bocce 
ball, yoga and tennis. And 
now, the latest event to spur 

Palo Altans to meet their neighbors: 
bike riding.

Earlier this year, Mayor Yiaway 
Yeh launched a series of recre-
ational events as a way to bring 
neighbors together. Called the 
Mayor’s Challenge, it aimed to 
give residents new and old a venue 
for spending time together and get-
ting to know each other.

Yeh’s final installment of the Chal-
lenge will take place Sunday after-
noon, Oct. 7, with Bike Palo Alto.

“Biking is a really tried-and-true 
Palo Alto activity,” Yeh said this 
week, which also happens to be 
Walk & Roll Week for schools.

Bike Palo Alto, based at El Car-
melo Elementary School and hosted 
by the residential Palo Alto Neigh-

borhoods Green Teams, celebrates 
all things bicycling. Participants 
will choose from three bike routes 
that lead to landmarks around town, 
including the Baylands. Each route 
will include rest stops featuring free 
treats, such as frozen yogurt, lem-
onade and fruit, according to co-
organizer Lisa Altieri.

Activities at El Carmelo will 
include a bike-themed obstacle 
course, free bike maintenance, free 
helmet fitting, tips on safe biking, 
a raffle and a “concierge” who can 
help people map safe bike routes to 
city destinations. Organizers said 
the purpose of Bike Palo Alto is 
to make it easier for people to ride 
their bikes around the city by in-
troducing them to routes and equip-
ping them to ride safely.

To encourage neighborhood par-
ticipation in the event, four City 
Council members — Yeh, Vice 
Mayor Greg Scharff, Nancy Shep-
herd and Pat Burt — will each lead 
a group of bicyclers from their re-
spective neighborhoods to El Car-
melo at 12:30 p.m. 

“That affirms our identity of 
coming from our neighborhoods to 
engage in a pastime in Palo Alto,” 
Yeh said.

Altieri herself became something 

of a bicycle convert due to Bike Palo 
Alto, which is now in its third year. 

“I am the perfect example. I never 
biked,” she said. Concerned for her 
safety, she didn’t want to ride along 
busy El Camino Real from her home 
in Barron Park. 

“It was great for me, the first year. 
I learned that you don’t have to get 
on El Camino Real. There are routes 
that are safe. So for me as a novice 
biker, I felt comfortable,” she said.

As an environmentalist, she said 
she’s particularly enthusiastic about 
seeing more residents bicycle. Thir-
ty-six percent of the city’s green-
house gas emissions are produced 
by cars, according to the Palo Alto 
Climate Protection Plan. The large 
majority of those car trips — 83 
percent — are not commuters get-
ting to work but residents going to 
the grocery store or other places in 
town, the report noted. 

“The goal is to get people to bike 
more often,” Altieri said of Bike 
Palo Alto. “Driving is the largest 
impact we have on our carbon foot-
print in Palo Alto.”

With Sunday’s bike fest ending 
the Mayor’s Challenge, Yeh said the 
year-long effort has been instructive 
in how to build community. The 
first event, in which people played 

pingpong in five locations around 
town, showed residents “it’s enjoy-
able to be able to come together for 
a fun activity,” he said. And yet, he 
added, meeting one’s neighbors at 
the spread-out locations proved to 
be a bit “happenstance.” 

The second event, in which peo-
ple did yoga, bocce ball or tennis 
in two city parks, consolidated the 
locations and brought people out to 
the parks. But getting people to try 
all three events proved challenging, 
Yeh said.

Bike Palo Alto will hopefully 
incorporate the lessons of the first 
two, with one sport and one loca-
tion, but fostering neighborliness by 
having residents ride to El Carmelo 
together.

Moving forward from the May-

or’s Challenge, Yeh and Scharff 
earlier this week received the 
City Council approval for anoth-
er community-building idea, the 
Neighborhood Grants. Under that 
initiative, people who want to host 
a neighbor event or program — 
such as a speaker or a sports day 
at a neighborhood park — can ap-
ply for a micro-grant to fund the 
activity. A total of $25,000 a year 
will be available. 

“Some of it is intended to focus on 
new and innovative ways” of bring-
ing both recent and longstanding 
residents together, Yeh said. 

“The lesson I learned in the Peace 
Corps was that it’s best for people to 
act on their own ideas,” Yeh said. 

Editor Jocelyn Dong can be 
emailed at jdong@paweekly.com.

On Sunday, a bicycle fest,  
for the average resident

In final Mayor’s Challenge, Yiaway Yeh hopes people will get to know  
neighbors by hopping on their bikes

by Jocelyn Dong

High Street neighbors recall  
cut-down oak

Palo Alto valley oak was a century or two old 
by Pierre Bienaimé

Crews removed a centuries-old oak tree, which had a deep crack and was leaning 
dangerously toward a neighboring property, from in front of a home on High Street near 
Embarcadero Road in Palo Alto on Oct. 1.
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If you’re going...
What: Bike Palo Alto!

Where: El Carmelo Elementary 

School, corner of Bryant Street and 

Loma Verde Avenue

When: Sunday, Oct. 7, 1 to 4 p.m. 

Cost: Free

Info: www.pagreenteams.org/

bikepaloalto

VIDEO: A conversation with Angela Filo
Angela Buenning Filo, Palo Alto-based photographer and 
creator of the “Palo Alto Forest Project,” speaks with Lisa 
Van Dusen about her photo installation, part of the Palo 
Alto Art Center’s grand reopening — “Community Creates” 
— opening on Saturday, Oct. 6. Watch the video by on www.
PaloAltoOnline.com.

(continued on page 13)
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School principals initiated efforts 
on each campus to identify at-risk 
students, and a variety of peer sup-
port programs such as “Sources of 
Strength” and “Henry M. Gunn 
Gives Me Hope” took hold.

The California Healthy Kids Sur-
vey describes itself as “the largest 
statewide survey of resiliency, pro-
tective factors and risk behaviors in 
the nation.” Local officials called it 
a reliable measure for making state-
wide comparisons and longitudinal 
assessments of student health.

In the survey, Palo Alto students 
report higher resiliency and less 
engagement in high-risk behavior 
compared to students across Santa 
Clara County and “comparable 
schools.”

But local school officials ex-
pressed concern about reported lev-
els of substance abuse.

Among 11th-graders, 29 percent 
reported using alcohol and 19 per-
cent reported using marijuana in 
the last 30 days. Sixteen percent 
reported binge drinking in the last 
30 days.

In terms of school safety, 24 per-
cent of seventh-graders reported 
they had been harassed on school 
property in the last 12 months, and 
15 percent said they had been afraid 
of being beaten up. Eighty-three 
percent of seventh-graders reported 
feeling safe or very safe at school.

In the area of home life, 82 per-
cent of seventh-graders, 78 percent 
of ninth-graders and 74 percent of 
11th-graders report that “There is a 
parent or some other adult who talks 
to me about my problems.”

Regarding school “connected-
ness,” 79 percent of Paly freshmen 

and 70 percent of Paly juniors, and 
80 percent of Gunn freshmen and 
81 percent of Gunn juniors said they 
felt “meaningful participation.”

Officials said the two high schools 
were comparable on “connected-
ness” data but that Paly students 
reported slightly higher levels of 
substance abuse.

The Healthy Kids Survey, taken 
voluntarily and anonymously, gar-
nered participation by 74 percent 
of seventh-graders, 87 percent of 
ninth-graders and 82 percent of 
11th-graders. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Upfront

Paid for by Greg Schmid for City Council 2012

      ABAG is demanding 
Palo Alto zone for 
housing for 18,000 
new residents. I 
challenged ABAG’s 
demographic projec-
tions. The livability  
of our community 
depends upon strong 
leadership on this 
issue. 

www.gregschmid.com

-

 —San Francisco Public Press, 
                     Summer 2012

ELECTION

A forum on the pros and cons of 
all the state propositions will 
be held Monday, Oct. 8, at 2 

p.m. at Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., 
Palo Alto. The forum is sponsored 
by the League of Women Voters 
Palo Alto.

Civic groups will be hosting a 
variety of voter-education forums 
in the coming weeks, providing the 
electorate with opportunities to learn 
more about the people and issues 
they will be voting on Nov. 6. Here 
are some other upcoming events: 

Palo Alto Unified School District 
Board of Education

Churchill Ave., Palo Alto. The fo-
rum will focus on special educa-
tion. Sponsored by the Community 
Advisory Committee for Special 
Education.

the English Resource Center (ERC) 
adjacent to the Palo Alto High 
School Library. Cosponsored by 
Paly’s Student Equity Action Net-
work, Parents Advocating Student 
Success and Paly alumni.

the boardroom of school district 
headquarters, 25 Churchill, spon-
sored by the Palo Alto Weekly and 
moderated by California Sen. Joe 
Simitian, a former Palo Alto school 
board member.

Congregation Etz Chayim, 4161 
Alma St.

at Nixon Elementary School, 1711 
Stanford Ave., sponsored by the 
PTAs of Nixon and Escondido el-
ementary schools.

Pros and Cons forum covering 
all state propositions

1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
Sponsored by the Junior League of 
Palo Alto-Mid-peninsula. 

850 Webster St., Palo Alto.

Santa Clara County Board of 
Education: Trustee Area No. 1

at 1701 Rock Ave., Mountain View. 
Trustee Area No. 1 encompasses 

Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos 
Hills, Mountain View and Sunny-
vale per the new boundaries created 
by the 2010 census. Sponsored by 
League of Women Voters Los Al-
tos/Mountain View and Crittenden 
Middle School PTA. Co-sponsored 
by League of Women Voters Palo 
Alto and League of Women Voters 
Cupertino-Sunnyvale. 

Palo Alto City Council

at 250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto. 
Sponsored by the League of Women 
Voters Palo Alto.

State Assembly and State Senate

at 701 Laurel St., Menlo Park. Co-
sponsored with League of Women 
Voters South San Mateo County.

Election Day: presidential, state 
legislature and county final elec-
tions

More information is available at 
www.smartvoter.org. 

— Palo Alto Online staff

Forum on state propositions set for Oct. 8
Wealth of local political forums scheduled as Nov. 6 election looms

CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hear reports on official 2012-13 

school-enrollment statistics and results of the 2011-12 Healthy Kids Survey. 

The board also will hear reports from the principals of Gunn and Palo Alto 

high schools about plans for their guidance-counseling programs. The 

board will vote on updates to board-policy documents and a resolution on 

the Stanford-Palo Alto Trails program. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Oct. 9, in the boardroom of school district headquarters (25 

Churchill Ave.). 

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 

plans to discuss the Comprehensive Plan Amendment and review the pro-

posed designs for the Rinconada Park Long Range Plan. The meeting will 

begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 10, in the Council Conference Room 

at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to hear an update 

on staff’s work with Caltrain on traffic and grade-crossing analysis; con-

sider updates to the Rail Committee Guiding Principles; and discuss a 

memo to update the community on rail issues. The meeting will begin at 8: 

30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 

(250 Hamilton Ave.).

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to hear a 

presentation about Project Safety Net; review its annual priorities; hear a 

presentation on the Family Odyssey Project from the Midpeninsula Media 

Center; and consider extending the term of the current chair and vice 

chair. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Council 

Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Health
(continued from page 3)

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com
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P alo Alto’s two-year experi-
ment with lane reductions, 
traffic-signal modifications 

and median islands on a busy 
stretch of Arastradero Road was of-
ficially deemed a success Monday, 
Oct. 1, by the City Council, which 
voted to make the recent changes 
permanent.

Spurred by a swell of community 
support for the new configuration, 
the council voted 8-0, with Gail 
Price absent, to retain the recent 
modification to the Arastradero 
Road stretch in perpetuity. The 
corridor, which extends from El 
Camino Real to Gunn High School, 
is the second phase of a major road-
redesign project along Charleston 
and Arastradero roads that the city 
launched roughly a decade ago.

The changes that the council 
agreed to keep include a reduction 
of lanes from four to three at certain 
stretches of the corridor, along with 
two-way left-turn lanes, a flashing-
beacon crosswalk with a raised 
median at Arastradero and Clemo 
Drive; a left-turn signal at Cou-
lombe Drive for eastbound traffic 
on Arastradero; and a median island 
at Arastradero and Hubbart Street.

The council’s vote followed testi-
mony from about 30 residents, most 
of whom urged retention of the new 

configuration. The city approved 
changes to the corridor in 2009 and 
has been monitoring the traffic con-
ditions since. According to the city’s 
Transportation Division, there has 
not been a significant change in traf-
fic volumes as a result of the change. 
Nor was there the significant diver-
sion of traffic onto adjacent streets, 
as some opponents of the new con-
figuration had feared. But there was 
a bump in bicycling on the corridor. 
During the morning peak hour, 
bikes comprise 19 percent of the 
vehicles in the westbound direction 
of Arastradero, exceeding the 7.1 
percent rate citywide.

“We’re seeing much more bicycle 
usage both on Arastradero Road and 
on Maybell Avenue,” Chief Trans-
portation Official Jaime Rodriguez 
told the council, noting that Maybell 
is a “bicycle boulevard” that is well-
suited to the increased ridership.

Planning Director Curtis Wil-
liams said the corridor was targeted 
for changes because of the high 
number of schools, community 
centers and parks in the area. Fur-
thermore, the area’s proximity to 
Stanford Research Park and a slew 
of dense residential developments 
that have recently gone up near the 
corridor have increased congestion, 
prompting frustration and occa-

sional episodes of road rage from 
drivers.

The council acknowledged Mon-
day that slow traffic near El Camino 
Real during peak hours was a fact 
of life before the trial and will 
likely remain so going into the fu-
ture. But Councilman Larry Klein, 
while acknowledging that “traffic 
is not going away,” argued that the 
new configuration is the best solu-
tion that the city can implement at 
this time. He called the retention 
of the new configuration an “easy 
decision” by the council and a good 
compromise.

“We all criticize and make fun of 
the ‘Palo Alto Process’ from time 
to time but this is an example of 
where the ‘Palo Alto Process’ really 
worked,” Klein said.

Councilman Sid Espinosa agreed 
and stressed the importance of the 
data-gathering efforts that informed 
the staff recommendation to retain 
the reconfiguration of lanes.

“We stepped back from an emo-
tional issue and took the time to re-
ally look at the issues ... and whether 
the studies were working or not,” 
Espinosa said. “By my read, all the 
indications are that it is working and 
that this is a program and a process 
that we should make permanent.”

The council reached its decision 

after hearing from a crowd of resi-
dents, the vast majority of whom 
advocated retaining the new con-
figuration.

“We’ve worked patiently and dili-
gently with the city very construc-
tively over the last nine or 10 years,” 
said Rich Ellson, a resident of the 
Greenmeadow neighborhood who 
advocates for bicycle improvements 
with his wife, Penny. “It’s time to 
realize the plan, put in permanent 
landscaping and medians, and make 
it easier and more beautiful for the 
rest of us to travel.”

Betty Lum, who lives along the 
corridor, also implored the council 
to keep the changes in place.

“It seems that things have proven 
that this corridor is working,” Lum 
said. “We live on the corridor. We 
see the traffic. It is quite encourag-
ing to see the traffic flowing the 
way it does.”

But some residents argued that the 
new signs, lane-changes and medi-
ans have made the conditions more 
confusing and have made driving 
during busy commute hours an even 
more miserable experience.

John Elman, who has lived in the 
area for 47 years, called the new 
configuration a “circus” and disput-
ed staff’s data about traffic flow. If 
there is an increase in bicycling, El-

man said, it’s only because children 
“love the excitement” of all the new 
traffic signs on Arastradero. An-
other resident, Shirley Nathan, said 
she can walk faster than the cars and 
bikes on Arastradero and Charles-
ton. Nathan said the council should 
give equal weight to “all modes 
of transport,” rather than favoring 
bikes over cars.

“The emphasis on bikes and pe-
destrians is great, but not at the 
expense of cars, which is also the 
main means of transport for most 
people.”

Ultimately, however, the council 
sided with the majority and agreed 
to keep the recent changes in place 
for good. Councilman Pat Burt said 
the new configuration, by encour-
aging bicycle use, helps support the 
city’s recently adopted Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan and 
helps bolster the city’s already strong 
image as a biking community.

“This is a great achievement and 
it fits in what is becoming a new 
social norm,” Burt said. “For the 
students, it’s now normal to ride a 
bike to school. It’s abnormal not to 
ride to school. That’s a great tipping 
point.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

TRAFFIC

HOUSING

R esidents of Palo Alto’s only 
surviving mobile-home park 
are rising up against a pro-

posal from a San Mateo-based 
developer to turn their community 
into a dense housing development.

Dozens of residents of Buena 
Vista, a 117-unit complex in the Bar-
ron Park neighborhood, attended 
the Monday, Oct. 1, meeting of the 
City Council to beseech city leaders 
to halt a redevelopment proposal by 
the developer Prometheus Real Es-
tate Group. The San Mateo-based 
developer is looking to purchase the 
property at 3980 El Camino Real and 
build a 187-unit housing complex.

As the Weekly first reported last 
month, Buena Vista residents had 
recently received letters from one 
of the park’s property owners, Joe 
Jisser, informing them that his fam-
ily was exploring redevelopment op-
tions. Prometheus has acknowledged 
that it is considering redeveloping 
the property, which the city would 
have to rezone to allow the greater 
density sought by the developer.

More than 30 residents attended 
Monday’s meeting, many carrying 
signs that said “Save Our Homes.” 
Many urged the council to do some-
thing to stop the redevelopment plan 

that they said would displace them.
Misael Morale Sanchez, an 

18-year-old student at West Valley 
College, said he feared the redevel-
opment plan would cost many of the 
children who currently live at Buena 
Vista an education. He said he was 
able to save up and pay for his tu-
ition only because his parents can 
afford to pay the rent at the mobile-
home park.

“For folks like myself, who attend 
college, we can afford to go to col-
lege because of the affordability of 
having been able to live in this mo-
bile home park,” Sanchez said. “For 
that to be taken away may cost us 
our education.”

Other speakers, including several 
children, approached the council 
with more direct pleas.

“My concern is about all of our 
kids,” said Jennifer Munoz, a student 
at Terman Middle School. “Where 
will we be living if you close down 
our homes?”

Winter Dellenbach, a Barron 
Park resident and frequent critic of 
the city’s “planned community” re-
zoning process, also asked the city 
to do what it can to keep the current 
residents at Buena Vista, one of the 
few areas in the city with afford-

able housing. The residents of the 
mobile park, like their counterparts 
in other parts of the city, are simply 
trying to follow their dreams, said 
Dellenbach, who lives within a few 
blocks of the park.

“These people should stay where 
we are,” Dellenbach said. “Some 
have been here for decades. They’re 
some of the most vulnerable among 
us but they’re not victims.”

Because the public spoke during 
the “oral communications” portion of 
the meeting, the council was proce-
durally prohibited from responding to 
the residents’ concerns. But Planning 
Director Curtis Williams exchanged 
contact information with some of the 
residents, and Mayor Yiaway Yeh 
said staff will reach out to them to 
try to address their concerns.

Buena Vista, which currently in-
cludes 104 mobile homes, 12 studios 
or cabins and one single-family res-
idence, is one of the few develop-
ments that directly addresses Palo 
Alto’s frequently cited shortage of 
affordable housing. Residents cur-
rently pay about $800 to $1,300 a 
month in rent. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Buena Vista residents urge city  
to save their homes

Dozens urge Palo Alto to halt a plan that would turn their mobile-home park  
into a dense housing complex

by Gennady Sheyner

Road ‘trial’ to remain permanent on Arastradero
After two-year experiment, Palo Alto opts to keep recent lane configurations in place

by Gennady Sheyner

fighting effort. 
“The residents need to do more 

to protect ourselves so that crooks 
don’t think we are easy targets. 
And we can do that by having more 
surveillance at intersections that 
lead out of our neighborhoods. If 
they know we have eyes on them, 
they will move on,” she said.

Jim Lewis, who lives near 
the border of Crescent Park and 
Duveneck/St. Francis neighbor-
hoods, said he and other residents 
are working to host a community 
forum on home, auto and personal 
safety.

“With the recent spike in home 
burglaries, auto break-ins and per-
sonal confrontations, the meeting 
is timely,” he said.

The group is actively discussing 
potential methods, such as alarm 
and camera systems, locking 
gates, dogs, enhancing lighting, 
including some with motion de-
tectors, and reviving a Neighbor-
hood Watch program. They are 
also developing a list of vendors 
who install the devices, he said.

Old Palo Alto resident Stan 
Hutchings has created a handout, 
“Who Are You, parked in front of 
my house,” that residents can place 
on unfamiliar cars that appear to 
be loitering. The flier’s purpose is 
to give neighbors a way to let po-
tential criminals know that people 
are watching, he said.

“The appeal for people to park 
in their driveway and ask their 
guests and workers to park in front 
of their house, and for everyone 
to be alert for vehicles that don’t 
belong, seemed like a good idea,” 
Hutchings said. “The appeal was 
in response to a recent burglary a 
few blocks away.”

Palo Alto jeweler Georgie Gleim 
said that while security such as 
cameras and surveillance is im-
portant, sharing information is the 
best defense. She should know. 

“We host a local industry net-
work for just this purpose, and it 
has helped jewelers throughout 
the Bay Area prevent losses,” she 
said.

Many of the residential burglar-
ies have involved jewelry thefts to-
taling tens of thousands of dollars. 
On a neighborhood level, prompt 
information-sharing can help ev-
eryone, she added.

“We all end up being each oth-
er’s keepers in some ways,” she 
said.

On Oct. 1, an alert resident 
called 9-1-1, an act that led to the 
apprehension of an alleged serial 
auto burglar, 30-year-old Abigail 
Lee of Santa Clara.

She had 50 car keys in her pos-
session to facilitate break-ins, ac-
cording to Palo Alto police. She 
also had items stolen during other 
car burglaries in San Jose and 
Santa Clara. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Crime
(continued from page 3)
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Upfront

Open Houses: 
Upper School
Oct. 28, Dec. 2
Middle School
Oct. 7, Nov. 4

www.menloschool.org/admissions

What school is meant to be.
trict materials on guidance review 
as well as a report from We Can Do 
Better Palo Alto outlining a “coun-
seling gap” in parent and student 
satisfaction levels between Paly and 
Gunn.

“They (Paly and Gunn) are not 
comparable. There’s a huge diver-
gence, and the notion that the board 
stated is they want comparability,” 
said Gunn parent Amy Balsom, a 
member of We Can Do Better Palo 
Alto.

Gunn parent Kathleen Blanchard 
noted the board’s direction for com-
parable services, not necessarily the 
same structure.

“I think we should look at what’s 
good for Gunn, not necessarily 
what’s comparable to some other 
school,” Blanchard said.

“The last thing we need is to set 
up some sort of football-like rivalry. 
We should focus on what students 
need.”

The group tried to clarify its 
charge from the board, as well as 
ground rules for a safe and open dis-
cussion of differences.

The next scheduled meeting of 
the Gunn Guidance Advisory Com-
mittee is Oct. 16 at 3:45 p.m. in the 
Gunn staff lounge. Meetings are 
open for community members to 
observe.

Members of the committee are 
parents Amy Balsom, Kathleen 
Blanchard, Alexis Green, Lori 
Krolik, Linda Lingg and Jyoti 
Sahdev; teachers Kristy Black-
burn, Diane Ichikawa, Lynne 
Navarro and Lettie Weinmann; 
students Rebecca Alger, Wayland 
Fung and Julia Qin; counselors 
Myesha Compton and Jovi John-
ston; Gunn Assistant Principal 
Tom Jacobousky and district Di-
rector of Secondary Education 
Michael Milliken and support 
staff member Olga Celis. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Gunn
(continued from page 3)
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FRANK M. LONGO, MD, PHD  

US News & World Report—

Top 1% of America’s neurologists

Getting diagnosed with a neurological 

disease can turn a person s world upside 

down. When that happens, I m here to 

offer a way forward and a plan  

for the future.

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is proud to be known worldwide 

for offering advanced treatment solutions to complex medical 

problems. Every day, our focus is on providing unsurpassed patient 

care. Get to know all of our top doctors at stanfordhospital.org
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Man uses son’s bike to chase suspected burglar
A man used his son’s bike to chase down a suspected burglar Monday 

evening, Oct. 1, after the man and his family returned to their home in the 
300 block of Kingsley Avenue to discover it had been recently burglar-
ized, Palo Alto police said.

Agent Marianna Villaescusa said the family arrived home around 7:51 
p.m. and noticed a young man on a bicycle circling the area in front of 
the house “doing figure eights.” Upon entering the house the family 
noticed that the backdoor was open and heard a commotion on the east 
side of the home, she said. The family quickly realized a burglary had 
occurred, and the man called police and used his son’s bike — which 
had been moved to the front of a neighbor’s house — to chase after the 
young bicyclist, she said. 

About a half a block up, the man spotted three teenage boys in a small 
alley at the same time a police officer arrived.

The responding officer detained the three boys, all juveniles, who 
seemed “very nervous,” she said. The boys said they were on their way 
to Greer Park to play basketball but then started to give conflicting state-
ments, and two of the boys lied about their names, she said. Another of-
ficer arrived to do an area check and discovered stolen items hidden in a 
bush near where the juveniles were detained. It was later discovered that 
the items — including jewelry, U.S. currency and a pocket knife — had 
been taken from the Kingsley residence, she said.

One of the youths was taken to juvenile hall, and the other two were 
released to a juvenile center, Villaescusa said. All three were cited for 
burglary and conspiracy, and two were also cited for giving false infor-
mation to a police officer. 

— Tyler Hanley

Palo Alto takes a stand against death penalty
Palo Alto thrust itself into a statewide debate over the death penalty 

Monday night when the City Council emphatically endorsed a proposal 
to abolish the practice, which officials characterized as both morally and 
financially crippling.

The council voted 8-0, with Gail Price absent, to adopt a resolution 
spearheaded by Councilwoman Karen Holman and Mayor Yiaway Yeh 
that endorses Proposition 34. The measure seeks to abolish the death 
penalty and replace it with life imprisonment without the possibility of 
parole. It would also create a $100 million fund that would be distributed 
annually to law-enforcement agencies.

In endorsing the measure, Holman and Yeh stressed the financial im-
pact of California’s death penalty, which is estimated by the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office to cost the state about $130 million annually. In their 
memo, they argue that this financial drain has resulted in fewer grants 
coming to the city from the state for capital projects. That amount the 
city receives in state grants has shrunk from $2.7 million in 2009 to zero 
in 2012 and 2013, Holman and Yeh noted.

Holman said that while the city cannot guarantee that the passage of 
Proposition 34 will necessarily result in grant funds being rerouted to 
local communities, it seems clear that if the death penalty remains, the 
funds will “most certainly not be” rerouted. The financial argument, and 
the death penalty’s impact on local infrastructure, was the focus of the 
colleague’s memo. 

— Gennady Sheyner

Palo Alto hires development director
Palo Alto’s aggressive effort to reform its famously frustrating permit-

ting operation hit another landmark this week when the city hired its 
first-ever Development Services Director.

Peter Pirnejad, who has spent the past four years as assistant director 
of economic and community development in Daly City, was hired to 
oversee Palo Alto’s Development Center, the nexus of the city’s permit 
applications and a frequent source of customer frustrations. The hiring of 
Pirnejad, which City Manager James Keene announced Wednesday, Oct. 
3, is the latest component in Keene’s effort to improve customer service 
and efficiency at the Development Center — an effort that also included 
adding new project managers, hiring a day-to-day manager for the center 
and leasing space above the Development Center.

Pirnejad will be charged with taming what has become known de-
risively as the “Palo Alto Process” and coordinating the efforts of the 
various city departments involved in the process, including Planning, 
Fire, Public Works and Utilities.

According to a statement from Keene, Pirnejad was selected after an 
extensive search that yielded 64 applications. Eight candidates were ul-
timately selected for interviews with three panels, which included de-
partment stakeholders, community representatives and Bay Area public 
sector leaders. He will begin his duties on Oct. 16 and will receive a 
salary of $161,249. 

— Gennady Sheyner

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and 
health education resources, visit pamf.org/healtheducation. Oct. 2012

Scan this code with your smartphone for 
more health education information. Get the 
free mobile scanner app at http://gettag.mobi.

facebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

twitter.com/paloaltomedical

pamfblog.org

Test Your Eye Q

Learn about eye conditions including macular degeneration, dry eye and cataracts in this  

interactive session.

Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View

Presented by Barbara Erny, M.D.

PAMF Ophthalmology

650-934-7380

Upcoming Lectures and Workshops
November
Palo Alto Mountain View

Aging and the Reproductive Cycle

Walk away with a better understanding of the anatomy and physiology 

of the female and male reproductive tracts, including the factors that 

impact fertility. Learn what a fertility workup consists of and available 

treatment options to facilitate conception and a successful pregnancy.

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Sunnyvale Public Library

665 W. Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

Presented by 

PAMF Fertility Doctors

No registration needed.

What’s Autism and Is It More Common Today?
Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series

Changes in how it is diagnosed

How to recognize it    

   

Tips for families touched by autism

How to help your child

Wednesday, Oct. 24, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View

Presented by Trenna Sutcliffe, M.D.

PAMF Pediatrics, Developmental Specialist

650-934-7373

Cancer: From Prevention to Survivorship
Saturday, Oct. 13    9:30 a.m. – noon

Please join us for a free program dedicated to increasing 

awareness about cancer, prevention and survivorship.

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, Conference Rooms C & D

For more information, visit pamf.org/events for 

more details.
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Walk & Roll days roll out throughout Palo Alto
Palo Alto schools are celebrating Walk & Roll Week this week, with 

activities designed to encourage students to walk, bike, skateboard, 
scooter, carpool or ride the bus to school. (Posted Oct. 4 at 9:37 a.m.)

Gunn to host college fair Monday
Students from all local high schools are invited to the 2012 Palo Alto 

College Fair to be held Monday, Oct. 8, at Gunn High School. Represen-
tatives of more than 100 public and private colleges will be available to 
speak with interested students and parents. (Posted Oct. 4 at 9:23 a.m.)

Firefighters rescue woman from creek
Firefighters from Palo Alto and Menlo Park worked together 

Wednesday evening, Oct. 3, to rescue a 56-year-old woman who had 
fallen 40 feet into a dry creek, according to Palo Alto Fire Battalion 
Chief Chris Woodard. (Posted Oct. 4 at 8:33 a.m.)

Arrillaga eyes El Camino sites in Menlo Park
Developer John Arrillaga has his eye on El Camino Real — more 

specifically, former auto dealership lots now owned by Stanford Uni-
versity. (Posted Oct. 4 at 7:57 a.m.)

SLAC at 50: still very much a going concern
The SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory on Sand Hill Road in 

Menlo Park is 50 years old this year. The facility began as a particle 
smasher — accelerating electrons to nearly the speed of light inside a 
two-mile-long underground tunnel and allowing the particles to collide 
in such a way as to produce meaningful information about the structure 
of matter. (Posted Oct. 3 at 8:52 a.m.)

Salman Rushdie on life in hiding
Listening to Salman Rushdie tell the story of a desperate man who 

goes into hiding to save his life, is forced to move from house to house 
— sometimes in the dead of night — and must lock himself into the 
bathroom whenever the plumber or electrician comes around to fix 
some common household problem, it’s easy to forget that the ac-
claimed novelist with a bent toward the fanciful isn’t spinning a tale. 
(Posted Oct. 2 at 3:51 p.m.)

Couple held at gunpoint during home invasion
A couple was held at gunpoint inside their home in Mountain View 

early Monday, Oct. 1, while five assailants ransacked their residence 
— stealing cash and a handgun before leaving, according to police. 
(Posted Oct. 2 at 2:19 p.m.)

Election 2012: Stories, editorials, videos
Stories, editorials, videos, photos and links regarding the upcom-

ing Presidential General Election on Nov. 6, 2012. Palo Alto Online 
will update results live on election night starting at 8 p.m. (Posted Oct. 

2 at 1:29 p.m.)

Resident finds woman rummaging through car
Palo Alto police arrested a woman Monday morning, Oct. 1, after 

a resident found her rummaging through his car in the 500 block of 
Fulton Street. The woman, 30-year-old Abigail Lee of Santa Clara, 
was found with stolen property from three other victims in San Jose 
and Santa Clara. (Posted Oct. 2 at 12:28 p.m.)

Menlo Park man injured in freeway shooting
Police in Belmont continue to look for witnesses to a shooting that 

took place along a mile of U.S. Highway 101 in San Mateo County 
Sunday afternoon, Sept. 30. (Posted Oct. 2 at 12:13 p.m.)

‘Unstable’ man prompts evacuation of buildings
After closing roads to traffic and evacuating buildings in south Palo 

Alto Monday afternoon, Oct. 1, police took a mentally unstable man 
into custody after an hours-long standoff. (Posted Oct. 1 at 4:25 p.m.)

Two pedestrians seriously injured on El Camino
Atherton Mayor Bill Widmer has sent a strongly worded message to 

Caltrans demanding that improved safety measures be put into place 
on El Camino Real — the scene of yet another accident that left two 
pedestrians seriously injured after being struck by a vehicle Sunday, 
Sept. 30. (Posted Oct. 1 at 1:24 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

What if you could erase bad memories and wipe out stress, use sadness to make you 
more creative, keep your brain fit into your 90s, and drastically reduce your risk of 
Alzheimer‘s and memory loss?

The plasticity and capability of the brain have never been better understood. New 
research is revealing compelling findings that will change the way we think, interact, 
and plan throughout our lives. As longevity and at the same time mental health issues 
are on the rise, our ability to impact the brain is also increasing.

Yet these are the very early days of understanding what some have called ”those three 
pounds of meat inside our heads.” How can we apply the new brain science to our own 
lives, and how is neuroscience in the 21st century going to impact us all?

Join ABC News correspondent Juju Chang and a panel of distinguished thought leaders 
and scientists to explore the brave new world of neuroscience and what it means for 
you and your family.

Free and open to the public. Held in collaboration with Reunion Homecoming Weekend.
-No tickets required
-Event begins promptly at 9:30 a.m. and seating may be limited thereafter
-Parking is limited so plan to arrive early and consider public transportation

Saturday, October 6, 2012  |  9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Maples Pavilion, Stanford University  |  www.stanford.edu/roundtable

Juju Chang
Moderator,  
ABC News

Bob Woodruff
ABC News 
The Bob Woodruff 
Foundation

John L. Hennessy
President  
Stanford University

Dr. Frank Longo
Chair, Neurology & 
Neuroscience, 
Stanford University

Carla Shatz
Professor, Biology  
and Neurology 
Director, Bio -X 
Stanford University

Jill Bolte Taylor
Neuroanatomist  
Author, My Stroke 
of Insight: A Brain 
Scientist‘s Personal 
Journey
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White 
Ball

the Palo Alto

Black 

www.ThePaloAltoBlackandWhiteBall.org

We also thank 

the businesses that  

helped us produce the Ball: 

A-1 Event & Party Rentals 

Aces Up Casino Parties

Avenue Florist

Downtown Streets Team

Gamut SF

In Print

Palo Alto High School

Pro Audio

Rick Herns Productions

Town & Country

Thank you!
to all of our

generous sponsors!

COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS

Stanford Shopping Center

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 

John & Michele McNellis 

Stanford University Office of Real Estate

Stanford Credit Union

BRONZE SPONSORS

Stanford Hosptial & Clinics 

SILVER SPONSORS

Hewlett Packard

GOLD SPONSORS

Palo Alto Online
Palo Alto Weekly

MEDIA SPONSORS
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Upfront

 O P E R A   
  W

ES

T   BAY  

Financing up to 100% of purchase price, 
plus tax, license and service contracts

Terms up to 7 years

Convenient online application

*YOUR ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) MAY BE HIGHER BASED ON CREDIT QUALIFICATION. THE RATE SHOWN INCLUDES A 0.25% RATE DISCOUNT WITH AUTOMATIC TRANSFER AND A 0.50% RATE DISCOUNT WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT. THE RANGE OF APRS FOR NEW 
AND USED AUTO LOANS IS 2.25% TO 7.25% AFTER DISCOUNTS. A SAMPLE PAYMENT ON AN 84-MONTH LOAN AT 2.25% APR IS $12.88 PER $1000. A $75 FEE WILL BE ASSESSED TO REFINANCE OR MODIFY A STAR ONE AUTO LOAN. RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Finance your ride with Us! 

City Council (Oct. 1)
Traffic: The council approved the retention of the recent lane configurations, including 
a reduction of lanes from three to four, along the Charleston-Arastradero Road corridor. 
Yes: Burt, Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd, Yeh Absent: Price
Proposition 37: The council approved a colleagues’ memo from Karen Holman and 
Yiaway Yeh endorsing Prop. 37, which would abolish the death penalty. Yes: Burt, 
Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd, Yeh Absent: Price

Council Finance Committee (Oct. 2)
Trash: The committee discussed a proposed pilot program to introduce organic-
waste pickup for residential customers and reduce the frequency of regular trash 
pickup. Action: None
Energy: The council approved a power-purchase agreement with Brannan Solar 
LLC for purchase of electricity over 25 years at a cost not to exceed $91 million. Yes: 
Burt, Scharff, Shepherd Absent: Price

Parks and Recreation Commission (Oct. 3)
Updates: The commission reviewed and commented on the ongoing Rinconada 
Park Master Plan and discussed the status of the Magical Bridge Playground at 
Mitchell Park. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Oct. 3)
Page Mill Road: The commission approved a rezoning of four parcels at the 400 block 
of Page Mill Road from residential to commercial to enable construction of a mixed-use 
building. Yes: Alcheck, Martinez, Michael, Panelli, Tanaka, Tuma Absent: Keller

Utilities Advisory Commission (Oct. 3)
CLEAN: The commission voted to recommend continuation of the Palo Alto Clean 
Local Energy Accessible Now (CLEAN) program. Yes: Cook, Eglash, Foster, Hall, 
Melton No: Waldfogel Absent: Chang
Efficiency: The commission recommended approving the city’s 10-year energy-
efficiency goals. Yes: Cook, Eglash, Foster, Hall, Melton, Waldfogel Absent: Chang

Architectural Review Board (Oct. 4)
Heights: The board held a study session to discuss making revisions to the city’s 
building-height limit. Board members were generally in favor of allowing new build-
ings taller than 50 feet at certain locations, provided they include amenities and are 
in context. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

Cowper Street and Homer Avenue, 
only a few blocks away. Affection-
ately called “George,” it was a coast 
live oak that sprawled well beyond 
the confines of the surrounding 
sidewalk. Prior efforts to save the 
tree, including cable support and the 
removal of seven tons of trimming, 
had proved insufficient.

In George’s case, the tree’s health 
was reviewed by an arborist hired 
by the city, and its removal recom-
mended.

Dockter cited Shel Silverstein’s 
book, “The Giving Tree,” as a 
model for positive outlook on the 
loss of a tree. He said the oak on 
High Street provided shade and 
beauty for perhaps 200 years, and 
with work to preserve its wood, it 
could provide people with joy for 
another 200.

“Provenance is what makes any 
antique more valuable than anoth-
er,” he said.

Under the afternoon heat this 
week, Girton moved among the 
stockpiles where segments of the 
felled valley oak sat. He pointed 
to a stack of cross-sections leaning 
against a wall and a separate group 
of logs — future tables and wood-
turnings, he said, for neighbors who 
could use something by which to re-
member it. 

Editorial Intern Pierre Bienai-
mé can be reached at pbienaime@
paweekly.com. 

Tree
(continued from page 5)
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Sponsored by

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following persons have been 
nominated as candidates for the office of Council Member for the City 
of Palo Alto in the General Municipal Election on Tuesday, November 6, 
2012, for the four full terms commencing January 1, 2013, and expiring 
December 31, 2016:

1. Marc Berman   
2. Pat Burt 
3. Timothy Gray
4. Liz Kniss
5. Gregory Schmid
6. Marc B. Weiss      

The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2012.

 DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC
 City Clerk

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOMINEES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 

 
Insurance Accepted

Call Today for Appointment 650.853.8889

SPECIALIZING IN:
Sports Injuries
Chronic Pain

Depression and Anxiety

Menopause Symptoms

Acupuncture and Chinese Herbs
Cranio Sacral Therapy 
Cupping, Ear Seeds, Tuina

At 8:30 A.M., Thursday, October 18, 2012, the ARB meeting 
will take place in the Palo Alto Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 
Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue. Any interested persons 
may appear and be heard. Filed documents may be viewed 
at the Development Center, 285 Hamilton Avenue. Contact 
Diana Tamale for information regarding business hours at 
650.329.2144.

1701 Page Mill Road [12PLN-00283]: Request by Jim Inglis 
of Stanford Real Estate on behalf of The Board of Trustees of 
the Leland Stanford Junior University for Architectural Review 
of the demolition of  67,000 square feet of existing commer-
cial development floor area and construction of a 116,000 s.f., 
two story research and development building on an  8.5 acre 
site.  The project includes a Design Enhancement Exception 
for an encroachment into the 35 foot maximum height limit. 
Zone District: Service Commercial (RP). Environmental As-
sessment: An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
have been prepared. 

Rinconada Park Long Range Plan: Study session requested 
by Palo Alto Public Works Engineering for review of the draft 
long range plan for future improvements to Rinconada Park.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City 
facilities, services or programs, to participate at public meet-
ings, or to learn more about the City’s compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact 
the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-
mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Amy French
Chief Planning Official

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3
Violence related
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Attempted burglary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Commercial burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Attempted burglary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . .3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .4
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Terrorist threats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Menlo Park
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Probation violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Terrorist threats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Atherton
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 
Vehicle accident/major injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .4
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Miscellaneous
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Disturbing/annoying phone calls. . . . . . .1
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hazard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Join today: 
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday: Downsizing
Global Ministries & World Communion 

Elizabeth Ward Frank and Kenneth Frank,guest missionaries

 
Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m and 5:00 p.m. Church School at 10 a.m.

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
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Transitions

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Our beloved Richard has passed away at 
home.  He is survived by his wife 
Kay (Kathleen), his son Jed (wife 
Mindy, daughter Meara), son Aar-
on (wife Akari), son Frank (wife 
Melissa, son Aiden), sister Donna, 
brother Dennis (wife Susan). He 
is preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ara Lorraine and William 
McGuire, and brother, Alan.  Rich-
ard’s long career in “the valley” is 
only surpassed by his recent career 
in retirement.  There isn’t much that Richard 

did not like since he retired! Gardening, mak-
ing pickles, jam, traveling, spread 
sheets, reading , opera, cooking, fish-
ing, politics, NPR junkie and above all 
spending time with his family, friends, 
and beloved Brittany Spaniel Molly.

In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests a donation “In Memory of Rich-
ard McGuire” to San Francisco Youth 
Symphony, c/o Michael Williams, De-
velopment San Francisco Symphony, 
201 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 

94102. Services have been held.

Richard Eugene McGuire 
December 23, 1946 - August 17, 2012

Resident of Palo Alto

Irene Elizabeth Bauer
Betty (Irene Elizabeth) Bauer, a 

longtime resident of Portola Valley, 
died Sept. 16 at the age of 102.

She was born 
May 6, 1910, in 
Anaconda, Mo. 
She and her 
brother Ralph 
grew up in up-
per Michigan. 
She attended 
Lawrence Col-
lege in Apple-
ton, Wis., with 
studies in psychology and botany, 
and later graduated from Boston 
School of Occupational Therapy.

She married Carl R. Bauer, a civ-
il engineer, in 1940. Together they 
raised three children. In 1946, the 
family moved from Toella, Utah, 
to Los Trancos Woods in Portola 
Valley where their daughter, Nancy, 
was born. 

In 1965, after going back to school 
for additional education in teaching 
preschool children, and with her 
husband’s full support, she opened 
Betty Bauer’s Country Pre-School 
in Los Trancos Woods. It embod-
ied all she enjoyed: the freshness of 
young children, exploring nature, 
crafts and art. 

She was an explorer of many sub-
jects. She loved to walk in the woods 
and go camping as a family. She 
read a lot, particularly on spiritual 
matters. She was especially drawn 
to Jungian psychology. She was a 
faithful member of Christ Church 
and attended regularly.

Carl died in January 1983. In 
1989, after her pets passed on, she 
became a resident of The Sequoias 
in Portola Valley.

She is survived by her three chil-
dren, Barbara E. (Babbie) Shenkel 
(Cena Anderson) of Billings, Mo., 
Webster R. (Bill) Bauer of San 
Diego, Calif., and Nancy H. Conti 
(Jim Conti) of Jamestown, Ca-
lif.; two grandchildren, Thor Erik 
Shenkel (LaDawn McIntyre) of 
Tigard, Ore., and Aaron Conti of 
Lakewood, Wash.; and her nephew, 

Ralph Hayden III (Marge Hayden) 
of Joppa, Md., and their four grown 
children.

Services are planned for Nov. 10, 
2012, at 2 p.m. at Christ Church, 
Portola Valley, followed by an in-
formal reception.

Dorothy Cartan
Dorothy Mary Bjorklund Cartan 

of Menlo Park died at home Sept. 
24. She was 87.

She was a 
wife, mother, 
grandmother, 
sister, aunt 
and friend. 
She is sur-
vived by her 
brother, Rich-
ard Bjorklund 
( D o r o t h y ) ; 
children, Les-
lie Shackelford (Doug Campbell), 
Linda Philpin (John), Karen (Lisa) 
Dunton, Howdie (Melissa), Jim 
(Nancy) and Ian Cartan (Kurt Cul-
ver); two grandchildren, Jim and 
Addie Cartan; nieces, nephews and 
many friends.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Theodore Bjorklund and 
Selma Gabrielsson Bjorklund; her 
brother, Len Bjorklund; and her 
husband, Henry Cartan III.

She was a first-generation Ameri-
can born to Swedish immigrants 
on May 14, 1925, in Minneapolis, 
Minn., where she graduated from 
St. Louis Park High School in 1943. 
During World War II she moved to 
California, where she lived until her 
death.

The family wishes to thank care-
givers Tina and Luisa and Vitas 
Hospice for their exceptional care.

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Charles Armstrong 
School (www.charlesarmstrong.
org), 1405 Solana Drive, Belmont, 
CA 94002; the American Cancer 
Society (www.cancer.org), P.O. Box 
22718, Oklahoma City, OK 73123; 
or the American Heart Associa-
tion (www.heart.org), 1710 Gilbreth 
Road, Burlingame, CA 94010.

&

&
&

October

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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A home for  
TheatreWorks
Editor,

I support the proposal that will 
bring TheatreWorks back home.

Palo Alto, my home for 40 years, 
occupies a unique status in the Bay 
Area, the U.S., indeed the world. It 
is home to a great university and 
the capital of technology innova-
tion worldwide. Its downtown is 
vibrant, a magnet for the area.

Great cities foster talented and 

diverse groups of arts institu-
tions, including theater and mu-
sic. Palo Alto residents have had 
the unusual opportunity to see the 
growth of a great theater group, 
TheatreWorks. Today it is known 
through the theater world for its 
innovative, exciting and stimulat-
ing productions.

But it’s never had its own home. 
In the early ‘90s, Mountain View 
erected a theater, where it has 
continued, indeed accelerated, its 
growth as a first-rate company. 

But, that is not a home theater, 
unlike Berkeley Rep, ACT and 
San Jose Rep, each of which has 
its own dedicated venue.

I served on TheatreWorks’ 
board from ’90-’96, and have sub-
scribed for more than 20 years. I 
live and work in downtown Palo 
Alto and am as concerned as ev-
eryone about the “quality of life” 
in our city. For me quality of life 
means more than the density of the 
population. It means people on the 
street, seeing productions that en-

tertain and challenge, feeling the 
beat of life that often follows an 
interesting and well-produced play 
or musical.

Whether the City can, or will, 
contribute to a new theater build-
ing for TheatreWorks, the City 
should not stand in the way of it 
being built.

The site between El Camino and 
the tracks is convenient to down-
town, its restaurants and public 
transportation. It is within walk-
ing distance for many Palo Alto 

residents.
The time has come for Palo Alto 

to have a theater building to house 
a world-class theater company, 
TheatreWorks.

Perry Irvine
Bryant Street

Palo Alto

Full disclosure
Editor,

I think the Weekly should ask 

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

  

I n the last Palo Alto City Council election in 2009, with 
14 candidates, voters overwhelmingly reelected Larry 
Klein to his second four-year term after he had previously 

served two terms in the 1980s. Klein was the top vote getter 
among a field of 14 candidates and the only incumbent in 
the race. 

This year, it is former council member Liz Kniss who 
wants to return to the council after having served 11 years 
in the 1990s followed by 12 years as a Santa Clara County 
Supervisor. She is termed out from running again for super-
visor, and, ironically, is able to run for council this year only 
because she successfully urged a change in local elections to 
even-numbered years.

With a new city manager, a severe economic crisis and a 
council made up of no one else who had served more than 
two years, back in 2009 the city needed Klein’s historical 
perspective and knowledge, experience and his willingness 
to be blunt with city staff when necessary.

But with a council that over the last three years has co-
alesced, matured and worked well together through some 
very challenging years, the need for the likes of Klein and 
Kniss is lessened today, and therefore Kniss’s prior experi-
ence on the council should count far less in this race. Some 
might even argue that her past service works against her, 
since her political insider status fails to broaden the com-
munity perspectives represented on the council. 

Among the other five candidates in the race, two are in-
cumbents (Pat Burt and Greg Schmid), two are candidates 
who ran unsuccessfully in 2009 (Tim Gray and Mark Weiss) 
and the fifth is attorney Marc Berman, at 31 the youngest 
candidate.

Unlike in the 2009 race, when 14 candidates vied for five 
slots, this year the field is the smallest in memory. Weiss says 
he is not spending any money in his campaign and Gray is 
limiting himself to a modest amount of his own funds. As a 
result, both are long-shots, and many political activists have 
proclaimed that there is not a real race this year.

Two events four years ago indirectly define this race: the 
hiring of City Manager Jim Keene in September 2008 and 
the world-wide economic collapse that began with the Leh-
man Brothers bankruptcy that same month.

The city hired Keene when the developing recession was 
only beginning to impact Palo Alto, but as he started the 
city was slammed by economic forces that has preoccupied 
it ever since. 

At the strong urging of the council, Keene was not only 
faced with cleaning out a severely underperforming manage-
ment group but also working with the council to implement 
financial measures to address unprecedented declines in city 
revenues.

Thus the last four years have been dominated by the dual 
challenges of cutting back personnel, benefits and services, 
while taking steps to encourage new economic development. 

While there have been some serious missteps along the way 
(the tree-cutting on California Ave. and the Alma Plaza de-
velopment are just two examples) for the most part the coun-
cil has worked cohesively with the city manager to prevent 
greater economic calamity. Unfunded pension and retiree 
health obligations approved by past councils remain huge 
and complex problems, but the city has been well-served by 
the council’s actions over the last few years to begin rolling 
them back.

The Stanford hospital expansion was successfully negoti-
ated, meaningful reductions in employee compensation and 
benefits were achieved, binding arbitration was repealed and 
the investment in city infrastructure, led by the new library/
community center construction and renovations, was in-
creased at a time other cities were cutting back. 

With a more welcoming city attitude toward development, 
motivated by the need to boost the local economy and shore 
up the city’s revenue base, and with investment capital and 
commercial lending rebounding, the next city council will 
have some important choices to make.

If recent development proposals are any indication, who we 
elect to the city council this year may matter a great deal in 
determining the future character of the community.

We believe both incumbents, Pat Burt and Greg Schmid, 
are worthy of another term. In many ways they are opposites, 
with Schmid, an economist, a believer in process, careful 
study and especially reluctant about development without 
clear financial benefits for the city, and Burt, a business own-
er-entrepreneur, preferring to immerse himself in the details 
of an issue with an eye toward improving what the staff has 
recommended, often to the point of micromanaging yet usu-
ally with beneficial ideas.

Schmid often finds himself alone on issues and unable to 
persuade his colleagues to his point of view, but his perspec-
tive is often unique and valuable and his analysis usually 
sound. He approaches every issue like the economist he is. 

Burt distinguished himself as mayor in 2010, leading effi-
cient meetings by being firm — yet not shutting down debate 
— when his colleagues began bogging down the discussion. 
As a council member, he is always well-prepared and puts 
his nine years of Planning Commission experience to good 
use. He is an effective leader, although sometimes his strong 
opinions make him appear insensitive to those with differing 
viewpoints.

Our choice for one of the two “open” slots due to Yiaway 
Yeh and Sid Espinosa stepping down is Marc Berman, whose 
passion for public service almost led to his running for As-
sembly in 2010 until he determined the field was too strong 
for him to be a viable contender.

Berman, like Yeh and Espinosa, would bring the perspec-
tive of a younger generation of resident to the council. Raised 
in Palo Alto and a Palo Alto 

High School graduate, Berman served on the city’s Infra-

structure Blue Ribbon Commission and impressed us with 
his solid knowledge of the issues and with the breadth of 
support he has obtained in the community. He has not staked 
out any bold positions on city issues, preferring instead to 
simply raise concerns about things like neighborhood park-
ing, new development and the future of the Cubberley site, 
without committing to specific solutions or actions. Rather 
than a shortcoming, we find his approach to be one reflect-
ing a commitment to studying issues and listening to the 
public rather than standing for a set of specific outcomes. 
On a nine-member council, these qualities will serve the 
community well.

For the final slot, and with some reservations, we recom-
mend Liz Kniss. Kniss has grown tremendously since she 
was first elected to the council in 1989 and her public health 
background is unlike that of any other candidate or current 
council member. More than most of the current council, 
Kniss thrives on networking and listening to community 
members and their concerns. She believes the council has 
been too easy in negotiating with developers and is not happy 
with the new proposal by John Arrillaga to build four of-
fice towers at 27 University Ave.  Her three terms as county 
supervisor gives her a unique perspective of regional issues 
and challenges.

While we are strong believers in developing new leaders to 
guide the community, the gap in experience between Kniss 
and Tim Gray and Mark Weiss is simply too great. 

For voters looking for an alternative to Kniss, either out 
of principle or because of her views, Tim Gray is the best 
alternative. Gray is a CPA and financial consultant special-
izing in recovering overpayments by companies that have 
gone through mergers or acquisitions. He lives in south Palo 
Alto with his wife and three school-age kids, and he wants to 
contribute his financial skills to the city’s budget issues and 
to evaluating development proposals. He is concerned that 
the council is too responsive to developers and that continu-
ing to approve new commercial development will lead to the 
city being forced to provide more housing to compensate 
for the jobs being created and that will lead to unwanted 
intensification. 

The sixth candidate, Mark Weiss, is a Gunn High School 
graduate and a music producer, arts advocate and writer. He 
believes both the city’s pension and infrastructure problems 
have been “oversold” to the community, and that city work-
ers have shouldered too much of city budget cutbacks. He 
believes the council gives too much weight to developers 
and opposes the practice of granting development rights in 
exchange for public benefits. .  

This year’s council race is not as competitive as we would 
have liked given the governance challenges that lie ahead. 
We believe that Pat Burt, Greg Schmid, Marc Berman and 
Liz Kniss are the best choice for dealing with these issues 
and recommend their election on Nov. 6. 

Editorial

(continued on page 18)

Burt, Schmid, Berman, Kniss for City Council
With mixed feelings about Kniss returning to the council, we conclude her regional experience could serve the city well
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Where is the best nature area or scenic spot that Palo Alto can offer?
Asked on Middlefield Road and Cambridge Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Junesung Lee.

Paul Kobayashi
Software engineer
Evergreen Park
“Well, there’s Foothills Park, the duck 
pond and The Dish. I often go to Peers 
Park as well — that’s our local park.”

Elaine Jenkins
Nanny
Mountain View
“I would say down by Page Mill, The 
Dish. I used to walk a lot down there.”

Chuck Wilson
Software engineer
South Palo Alto
“Up on the Russian Ridge, Skyline Bou-
levard. You can see the oceans, the 
bay, and there’s lots of wildlife.”

Jose Torres
Student
Midtown
“I’d say Foothills Park. I’ve been there 
a few times.”

Richard Vicenti
Consulting CFO
Southgate
“The Foothills. I’ve been there many 
times to go hiking, fishing and camp-
ing with my daughter.”

by Barbara Klausner

PAUSD is exem-
plary. At every 
school, students, 

parents, teachers and 
staff are deeply en-
gaged in support of 
student learning and 
well-being. Overall 
academic achievement 
is outstanding. Our su-
perintendent has effec-
tively led the district for 
five years, assembling 
a strong team of administrators and partnering 
with community supporters. 

So, who needs a school board? How can a 
candidate add value?

According to Bylaw 9000 (Role of the Board), 
the board serves five basic functions for the dis-
trict: (1) setting its direction; (2) establishing 
its organizational structure; (3) supporting the 
superintendent and staff; (4) ensuring account-
ability for its schools’ performance; and (5) pro-
viding community leadership and advocacy on 
behalf of students. 

In my view, the first and fourth functions pose 
the greater challenges and should be the focus 
of this election. In serving these functions, I be-
lieve a board member should have the knowl-
edge, skills and will to: (a) articulate a vision, (b) 
transform that vision into a set of meaningful, 
achievable goals, (c) demand accountability in 
meeting those goals, and (d) promote the dif-
fusion of our successful practices through the 
district. It is easy to parrot these words but sur-
prisingly difficult to follow through in the face 
of a robust status quo. Here are just of few of the 
challenges.

Identifying what works best and scaling 
that out broadly across the district: There is 
a widely held belief among all stakeholders that 
we should look to best practices within and be-
yond our district and promote their dissemina-
tion. Yet there is also a tradition of bottom-up 
decision-making and an aversion to top-down 
decision-making. This is a key leverage point 
for improvement cited by Bertil Chappuis, the 
McKinsey consultant who spearheaded the de-
velopment of our 2008 Strategic Plan. 

Mr. Chappuis observed that “Palo Alto has an 
opportunity given that this is a medium-sized 
district with lots of talented people who are try-
ing all sorts of interesting, effective teaching 
approaches, and yet we may be sub-optimized 
around identifying what works best and scaling 
that out broadly across the district.” He noted the 
difficulty in “finding the right balance between 
individual teaching approaches and consistency 
and developing the Palo Alto program.” In other 
words, where programs or practices work well 
in the district, the central administration, under 
the guidance of the school board, should identify 
them and promote their use more broadly. 

There is a healthy but, in Mr. Chappuis’ terms, 
“sub-optimized” tension between bottom-up 
and top-down decision-making. In my view, a 
greater degree of centralized direction would 
better serve our students in certain fundamen-
tal areas — meeting the needs of student sub-
groups above or below grade level or otherwise 
in need, promoting student connectedness, 
managing student workload, aligning content 
and assessment in similar courses, and teacher/
home communication in our digital age, to name 
a few. So I would look for a candidate who fa-
vors a degree of top-down decision-making to 
facilitate the use of successful practices across 

the district and understands the significance of 
“finding the right balance” between autonomy 
and centralization — one digestible, collabora-
tive and transparent step at a time.

Goal-setting and holding ourselves account-
able: not “the cardiac test: Harvard Prof. Ro-
land Fryer has commented that educators, when 
asked how they know they are effective, answer 
that “you can feel it in your heart.” He calls this 
“the cardiac test.” Fortunately, the board does 
not use the cardiac test to measure whether 
district goals have been met, but it has at times 
struggled to identify what counts. This year, we 
made great strides in setting Annual Goals with 
specific, measurable, achievable results. 

There is still a temptation, however, to tread 
lightly when goals are not met. For example, 
while we have made laudable progress toward 
meeting our three long-term Strategic Plan K-8 
Academic Goals, we have not met any of them. 
Why have we fallen short? Can our programs 
be improved? Are our goals unrealistic? This 
reluctance to hold ourselves fully accountable 
has the unfortunate effect of preventing a more 
complete understanding of what did and did not 
work, which impairs our ability to effectively set 
new goals. With a new Strategic Plan “refresh” 
slated for 2013, it is imperative that the incoming 
board take that last step of evaluating progress 
under our current Strategic Plan as the first step 
in creating a new one. 

Data-driven decision-making: The board 
has access to vast amounts of useful data, but 
we have not yet mastered a process by which to 
optimize use of those data. The challenge for a 
board member is to be effective in parsing data 
to evaluate our district’s successes and short-
falls and to guide us in spreading our successes, 
correcting our shortfalls and establishing new 

goals. Recently, the board was asked to digest a 
45-minute presentation on the three aforemen-
tioned Academic Goals involving CST scores. 
That trove of data has yet to be fully mined for 
information about program effectiveness and 
student progress. Last year, the district adopt-
ed new high school graduation requirements 
(“A-G”), and there will be an emerging, urgent 
need to figure out what data to track in order to 
monitor our work and student success under this 
new regime. We need an incoming board that 
will dig into data, ask probing questions and act 
on what it learns.

So, how can a candidate add value? S/he can 
acknowledge the significance of scaling out 
best practices, effectively use data in decision-
making, work to set well-informed goals and de-
mand accountability — selectively, intelligently, 
strategically, collaboratively and respectfully, of 
course. 

Included in the BoardSource’s list of “Twelve 
Principles of Governance That Power Excep-
tional Boards” are two of particular relevance: 
(a) a Culture of Inquiry (“seek more informa-
tion, question assumptions, challenge conclu-
sions, advocate for solutions based on analysis”) 
and (b) Results-Oriented (“measure progress 
towards mission; evaluate the performance of 
major programs and services; gauge efficiency, 
effectiveness, and impact, while simultaneously 
assessing the quality of service delivery, inte-
grating benchmarks against peers, and calculat-
ing return on investment”). 

In voting for a candidate, please consider these 
principles and enjoy your right to participate in 
democracy. 

Barbara Klausner is a member of the Palo 
Alto Board of Education and can be reached 
at Barbara.klausner@gmail.com.

What to look for in a school board candidate
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Spectrum

all candidates for city council to 
disclose whether they live in Palo 
Alto, and ask all candidates for 
school board who have school-age 
children whether their children are 
enrolled in Palo Alto schools.

It has come to my attention 
that at least one candidate for 
the school board has school-aged 
children who attend (or did attend) 
private school while the candidate 
served on the school board. I was 
shocked to learn this, and I think 
Palo Alto voters need to know this 
before they decide how to cast 
their votes.

Personally, I believe that some-
one who wants to serve on the 
school board should believe our 
schools are good enough for their 
own children, just as I believe that 
someone who wants to serve on 
the city council should choose to 
live in Palo Alto. 

Peggy Kenny
Cowper Street

Palo Alto

Fight urbanization
Editor,

The Palo Alto City Council and 
the Palo Alto Planning Depart-
ment have obviously decided that 
massive urbanization is what they 
want for the city of Palo Alto. It 
is obvious that the concerns of 
residents for a peaceful neighborly 
place to live are of no concern to 

them. They are pushing for remak-
ing this city into a mini-Manhattan 
complete with bumper-to-bumper 
traffic, overcrowded schools, mas-
sive noise, air and visual pollution. 
Remember when the city council 
used to talk about being green and 
sustainable? Now it is all about 
keeping developers happy and de-
stroying the ambiance of the city. 
We need a referendum on the bal-
lot that limits all buildings to the 
zoning that is listed in the com-
prehensive plan: nothing over 50 
feet and no more exemptions with 
planned community zoning with-
out a public vote. We need to elect 
city council members who are not 
in the pockets of developers and 
who will fire planning depart-
ment employees who are. Interest-
ing how they didn’t announce this 
project until after the slate for the 
city council election was final.

Tina Peak
Palo Alto Avenue

Palo Alto

Palo Alto under seige
Editor,

It’s the ’50s and ’60s again! Palo 
Alto is under siege by developers. 
After Measure E, we now know 
that no park is safe from develop-
ers.

1. Measure E locks up 10 acres 
of our Baylands Park for 10 years 
and will cost millions to figure 
out if this project is remotely fea-
sible.

2. (John) Arrillaga, a developer, 

wants to add our 7.7 acres of land 
adjacent to Foothills Park to his 
own 44-acre estate. This land was 
given to us by the Lee family for 
conservation. We should honor 
that gift and add it to Foothills 
Park.

3. Arrillaga also wants to devel-
op the El Camino Real/University 
Avenue entrance to Palo Alto with 
four huge high-rise, traffic-gen-
erating buildings and usurp part 
of El Camino Park. Two commit-
tees studied this area and recom-
mended an enhanced transporta-
tion center above all else. This 
development does nothing for Palo 
Alto, only enhances the developer 
and eliminates future alternatives 
for our city.

4. The Bike/Pedestrian bridge 
across 101 near Adobe Creek. 
This bridge could be good if the 
east end does not destroy Baylands 
Park marshes and eliminate a great 
stand of trees used by Baylands 
birds. If it does use parkland, it 
must go to a vote.

The answer to developer Arril-
laga is easy. NO. Our parks are not 
for sale or expendable for private 
development.

Enid Pearson, former Palo Alto 
City Council member

Forest Court
Palo Alto

Patron or patrón?
Editor,

The no-brainer is the council’s/
staff’s consideration of John Arril-

laga’s project. It is an insult to the 
people of Palo Alto and the physi-
cal integrity of this city.

Arrillaga was described as a 
“patron,” which was reflected in 
“the generosity encompassed in 
his plan.” He may define himself 
a “patron” and behave as if he is a 
“patron,” but in Spanish the word 
“patrón” means boss. Arrillaga is 
not a “patrón” and we are not his 
employees.

This council was not elected 
to regale Arrillaga or entertain a 
development inconsistent with the 
composition of this city. Arrillaga 
oversaw the construction of build-
ings he paid for at Stanford with 
his “low tolerance of bureaucracy” 
and “getting his way.” Stanford 
did not always share Arrillaga’s 
designs, but went ahead with the 
projects. We Palo Altans are not 
beholden to this man, his develop-
ment or his arrogance. Palo Alto is 
not Stanford. 

The proposal that Stanford gets 
a steady “revenue stream” is trou-
bling. Our state colleges and uni-
versities need such a “permanent 
revenue stream.” Stanford is not in 
the financial doldrums.

The project does not appear to 
benefit anyone except Arrillaga 
and Stanford. It does not “reflect 
the character of today’s down-
town.” The lack of respect the 
council/staff have for Palo Altans 
is reflected in the report’s short 
four-day notice. Are they trying 
to ram this monstrosity down our 
throats?

“Disservice” is a nice word for 
deceitful maneuvering. 

Joni Reid
Embarcadero Road

Palo Alto

Missing Hobee’s
Editor,

I am saddened over the closing 
of Hobee’s in Town and Country 
Village. Hobee’s has been a staple 
in this location long before I was 
even born. Despite its further dis-
tance from my home, Town and 
Country was one of my favorite 
Hobee’s because of the exciting 
buzz of the many surrounding Palo 
Alto activities and businesses. 

It was one of the most relax-
ing locations to just sit in a sunny 
spot with a delicious breakfast 
and read the newspaper or people 
watch. With their Minnie Mouse 
pancakes, delicious salad bar and 
cozy atmosphere, Hobee’s was a 
key part of my childhood dining 
experience. There is nothing like 
their piping-hot blueberry coffee 
cake topped with sugary cinna-
mon crumbles and melty butter 
drizzled on top. 

Luckily, there are still other 
locations to visit. But, it will be 
sad to drive by and see the empty 
space eventually filled with one 
of the many newly opening busi-
nesses. A piece of history has been 
removed.

Alyssa Jacobson
Oakhurst Avenue

Los Altos

Letters
(continued from page 16)
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Cover Story

A competitive race for Palo Alto Board 
of Education has stirred spirited dis-
cussion this fall, unlike the last school 

board race in 2010, when two incumbents ran 
unopposed.

A major issue that’s emerged is the proper 
balance between centralized rule-making and 
school-based decision-making — the latter a 
long-dominant culture holding that authority 
and accountability should stay as close to the 
classroom as possible.

Most urgently, that concern has arisen with 
respect to high school guidance counseling — 
an area in which Palo Alto’s two high schools 
dramatically differ in the way they deliver 
services.

One candidate, software engineer Ken 
Dauber, has argued that, by this fall, Gunn 
High School should have adopted what he 
says is a clearly superior counseling model 
used at Palo Alto High School, which uses 40 
“teacher-advisers” to augment a small counsel-
ing staff.

The other three candidates say they’re will-
ing to allow time for an internal Gunn com-
mittee to recommend reforms to its traditional 
counseling system — which in the past has not 
used teacher-advisers — so long as students at 
both high schools get “comparable services.”

Principals from both Gunn and Paly are due 
to present progress reports on their counseling 
systems to the Board of Education next Tues-
day, Oct. 9. Board members have said they’d 
like to see a new system launched at Gunn by 
next fall in which students would have contact 
with more adults.

Four candidates are competing in the Nov. 
6 election for three available spots on the 
board.

Besides Dauber, they include another chal-
lenger, parent educator Heidi Emberling, as 
well as incumbents Melissa Baten Caswell and 
Camille Townsend.

The high-performing K-12 Palo Alto school 

district, with an enrollment of 12,268, is in the 
midst of a $378 million facilities-bond-con-
struction program to modernize and expand 
its 17 campuses to keep pace with rising en-
rollment.

District officials are currently searching for 
a location to open a fourth middle school, and 
there’s general agreement that a 13th elementa-
ry school will be needed in the next five years, 
assuming enrollment trends continue.

The district also is in the midst of negotiat-
ing with the City of Palo Alto over the fate 
of the district-owned Cubberley High School 
campus, which closed in 1979 due to declining 
enrollment and has operated as a community 
center under long-term lease with the city.

All candidates cite facilities decisions as one 
of the top concerns for the board, and there 
is no clear disagreement among them on that 
issue.

But Dauber has been more critical of the dis-
trict than Emberling, saying greater sophisti-
cation with data could have yielded more cer-
tainty about enrollment projections and that 
shortage of good data means the district has 
failed to “engage in a full partnership with the 
city over Cubberley.”

Following a devastating string of Palo Alto 
student deaths by suicide in 2009 and 2010, the 
district adopted programs to boost the social-
emotional health of students, including use of 
the wellness framework Developmental As-
sets, participation in the community coalition 
Project Safety Net and individual school initia-
tives to increase “student connectedness.”

Dauber was an early critic of the pace 
of change, calling last year for the board to 
replace Superintendent Kevin Skelly who, 
Dauber argued, was not squarely addressing 
issues of academic stress that he believes can 
contribute to suicide.

Dauber and members of a group he co-
founded, We Can Do Better Palo Alto, began 
lobbying the board for greater attention to 

homework loads and test scheduling as well 
as for a change in the academic calendar so 
that the first semester ends before the Decem-
ber holidays.

The long-debated calendar shift — with 
emotional voices on both sides — was ap-
proved in a 3-2 board vote last year, with both 
Caswell and Townsend opposing the change. 

While Dauber considers the new calendar 
a positive step in relieving student stress, Em-
berling is critical of the district’s handling of 
the decision process, saying the board should 
have better explained why it was considering 
the controversial change. She says the potential 
negative effects of the new calendar should be 
carefully measured.

Following recommendations of 24-member 
parent-teacher Homework Committee this past 
May, the district adopted a new homework pol-
icy, outlining specific amounts of time kids 
should be spending on homework.

Implementation of the new homework policy 
is among the district’s top-priority goals for 
this school year.

Dauber, who served on the Homework Com-
mittee, said he was pleased with the result but 
believes the district has not moved quickly 
enough on another stress-point — lack of coor-
dination on the scheduling of tests and project 
deadlines.

He has called on the district to require teach-
ers immediately to begin using the technol-
ogy tool Schoology to post assignments and 
deadlines.

Disagreement over the proper pace of 
Schoology implementation again goes to the 
balance between central management and 
site-based decision-making, with the other 
candidates arguing that top-down orders are 
less likely to stick in the long run.

“I love online resources, and you do need 
some push from the top to make things hap-
pen,” Townsend said.

“At the same time, it’s got to be respectful,” 

she said.
“We’ve asked teachers to implement vari-

ous technologies that did not work well in the 
past, so you want to make sure your technol-
ogy works and you offer a lot of training before 
you ask everybody to adopt it.”

In a recent candidates’ forum, Townsend, 
Caswell and Emberling said they like what 
they’ve seen of Schoology but that implemen-
tation would have more staying power if teach-
ers are given time for training and allowed to 
grow the program from the bottom.

Dauber disagreed.
“If we have something that can produce 

benefit for students ... we should be requiring 
our schools to do the right thing and adopt the 
practice system-wide,” he said.

The idea of “site-based decision-making” 
was endorsed in Palo Alto following a 1992 
parent-teacher task force on the subject.

Even before that, Palo Alto schools had a 
long history of deferring to principals on many 
decisions — a practice common among afflu-
ent, suburban districts, according to former 
Palo Alto Superintendent Jim Brown, who 
convened the 1992 Task Force on Site based 
Decision-Making.

“It’s not unique to Palo Alto,” said Brown, 
who was a superintendent in five California 
districts over 26 years and now works as a 
consultant.

“The idea is you’ll get a better school sys-
tem if you allow this degree of autonomy. It’s 
a more empowering culture, and you’re more 
likely to encourage innovation and creativ-
ity.”

But Dauber says it’s time to realize site-
based decision-making has gone too far.

“We’ve emphasized site-based control at the 
expense of the idea that every child has a right 
to equal access to services,” he said. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can be emailed 
at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Tight school 
board race 

sparks lively 
discussion
What’s the right 

balance between central 
management and ‘site-based 

decision-making?’

by Chris Kenrick
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Melissa 
Baten 

Caswell
Former business manager, 

‘lice checker,’ promotes 
learning through service

by Chris Kenrick

Seeking re-election for a sec-
ond term on the school board, 
Melissa Baten Caswell cites 

her business background and “deep 
volunteer experience.”

In her first term, she persuaded 
the management-consulting firm 
McKinsey & Company to produce, 
at no cost, a strategic plan for the 
Palo Alto school district. Four years 
later, that plan continues to guide 
board decision-making.

Caswell also has spent much of her 
personal time promoting the Devel-
opmental Assets, a youth-wellness 
framework adopted by the school 
district and other local groups fol-
lowing a string of student deaths by 
suicide in 2009 and 2010.

She sees the “asset-building” 
program as useful not just for teen 
mental health but also for pushing 
students toward genuine learning.

“Our district is really good at 
putting out students with high test 
scores. We’re really good at send-
ing our kids to excellent post-high-
school options. But our goal needs 
to be a little different than that,” she 
said.

“We need to create leaders for the 
next generation — they need to be 
learning because they’re curious, 
because they’re challenging them-
selves to learn more, not just for the 
A grade.”

Caswell said the asset-building 
aligns with her role as a board mem-
ber of the nonprofit Youth Commu-
nity Service, which works in Palo 
Alto and East Palo Alto to foster 
youth leadership through service.

“If our kids aren’t going to be 
the leaders for the next generation I 
don’t know whose are,” she said.

“I think it’s important for us to 
invest in that kind of (community 
service) learning.”

In her first board term, Caswell 
parted company with the majority 
in two controversial votes: a 3-2 
decision in 2009 to adopt the K-5 
mathematics textbook “Everyday 
Mathematics,” and the 3-2 vote in 
May 2011 to revamp the 2012-13 
and 2013-14 academic calendars to 
begin the school year in mid-August 
so as to end the first semester before 
the December holidays.

She served as president of the 

board from 2010 to 2011.
On the current debate over high 

school guidance counseling, she 
backs the process now in place and 
says “it would be a huge shame” to 
undermine the district’s culture of 
site-based decision-making by hav-
ing the board specify to Gunn how 
to organize its program.

“There’s value for some things to 
be managed from the top — man-
aged, not mandated,” she said.

“But we have a culture here that 
we’ve hired professionals and told 
them they can do their best work, 
and we’ll give them goals and hold 
them accountable.

“If we mandate things from the 
top and it feels like people are being 
micromanaged I worry that some of 
our best people will leave.”

As a former manager in technol-
ogy companies, she said she found 
“if you told people how to do the 
details of their jobs they stopped 
making decisions themselves and 
started becoming passive-aggres-
sive.”

But Caswell admits that the board 
“could do a better job at clarifying 
and communicating goals (to school 
staff) and how we’re going to hold 
people accountable.”

Caswell earned an MBA and 
spent 14 years in the business world, 
first on Wall Street and later in Sili-
con Valley, before devoting herself 
to volunteer work.

She was president of the Palo 
Alto PTA Council, a Girl Scouts 
leader, and sits on the board of the 
Palo Alto Art Center Foundation 
in addition to Youth Community 
Service.

Among a long list of community 
activities she lists on her resume, 
she includes that of “lice checker” 
at Duveneck Elementary School.

Caswell says the remarkable level 
of diversity in Palo Alto schools is 
not always well recognized.

“We have kids whose parents 
never went to high school and who 
come home and have no books in 
their home. We have kids who have 
every opportunity but are not en-
gaged. We have kids with every 
opportunity and are engaged. We 
have kids with special needs, and 
we have kids from every country in 
the world.

“There are so many different 
variables that reaching every kid 
where they are is a big challenge, 
but that is really our responsibility,” 
she said. 
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Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Sunday, October 7, 2012, 2:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

The First 100 Years 

of Girl Scouting 

in the USA
 

debor ah’s palm

Divorce: Building Your Strategy
Before, During & After

A  F O R U M  F O R  A L L  W O M E N

Saturday, October 20, 2012
10:00 am to 2:30 pm

555 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto

If you are considering divorce, 
have recently gone through a divorce, 

 or are still aching from the effects of a divorce, 
join us for an informative, supportive and 

enlightening seminar. 

we will help to guide you through the process, 

of divorce. In addition, we will be addressing 
the aspects of career transition, 

that will help you to heal. 

The seminar is free and open to all. 

If you have any questions, please call us at 650/473-0664.
For more information, visit our website: deborahspalm.org

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The City Council Rail Committee will meet on October 11, 2012 at 8:30 

AM to discuss; 1) Grade Crossing and Traffic Analysis, 2) Memo Updating 

Community on Where Rail Issues Stand, and 3)  Discussion of how Rail 

Committee will Respond to the Rail Corridor Task Force Final Report.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE 
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1 

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26 

*****************************************

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.  THE AGENDA 
WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION  

CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

Melissa Baten Caswell

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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Candidate Ken Dauber has 
posed a challenge to the Palo 
Alto school district’s long-

held culture of “site-based decision-
making.”

He thinks the district has been 
slow to spread “best practices” 
among all schools and has called 
for greater top-down direction in 
areas such as high school guidance 
counseling and requirements that 
teachers use technology tools to post 
assignments online.

Unlike the other candidates, who 
have served in leadership posts in 
the PTA and school site councils, 
Dauber has gone directly to the 
school board to lobby on issues he 
cares about, mainly in the area of 
reducing academic stress.

For the past 20 months, he and 
members of an organization he 
co-founded, We Can Do Better 
Palo Alto, have become regulars 
at board meetings, advocating on 
issues ranging from changing the 
academic calendar to creating a new 
homework policy.

He has called for Gunn High 
School to adopt the “teacher-
advisory” counseling model long 
used at Palo Alto High School and 
asked the board to require second-
ary teachers to use the software 
tool Schoology to post assignments 
online.

The district historically has 
opted for a different approach, as-
serting there’s greater compliance 
and buy-in from teachers when 
they’re permitted to develop their 
own systems so long as students on 
every campus are receiving “com-

parable” services.
But, Dauber said in a recent inter-

view, “School site-based decision-
making has gone too far.

“For example, at Paly we have 
years of evidence that teacher advi-
sory is delivering guidance services 
more effectively than the more tra-
ditional model at Gunn.

“We should be able to take that 
knowledge and produce comparable 
services for students across the dis-
trict.”

Dauber also has called for greater 
transparency in district communi-
cation.

His use of the California Public 
Records Act — he filed seven re-
quests for information from the 
school district between April and 
June — has sparked change in the 
way the school district handles com-
munication. Namely, Superinten-
dent Kevin Skelly’s “Confidential 
Weekly” memo to board members, 
previously private, is now posted on 
the district’s website for all to see.

If elected, Dauber said he would 
go even further, advocating public 
posting of all communication be-
tween school board members and 
district staff, except that related to 
legally protected personnel and stu-
dent issues.

After 20 months of activism, 
Dauber has softened his earlier 
call for the school board to replace 
Skelly. In February 2011, he and his 
wife, Michele, published a guest 
opinion in the Palo Alto Weekly 
calling for “new leadership” in the 
school district.

Dauber now says that if elected, 
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October

The 2012-2013 Tanner Lectures on Human Values

Sponsored by the Offi ce of the President and the McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society

WilliamG.Bowen
President Emeritus, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

President Emeritus, Princeton University

The ‘Cost Disease’ in Higher Education:
Is Technology the Answer?

DISCUSSION SEMINARS
10:00a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / Room 134 A

SIEPR - Landau Economics Bldg.

THURS. OCT. 11 
Commentators: JohnHennessy / Stanford

Howard Gardner / Harvard

FRI. OCT. 12
Commentators: Daphne Koller / Stanford 

Andrew Delbanco / Columbia

LECTURES
5:30-7:00p.m. / Cemex Auditorium

Knight Management Center

WED. OCT. 10
The Productivity Problem in

Higher Education

THURS. OCT.11 
Prospects for an 

Online Learning Fix

This event is free and open to the public. For more details, visit ethicsinsociety.stanford.edu

Ken Dauber
Software engineer believes ‘We Can Do Better Palo Alto’ 

by Chris Kenrick

The Palo Alto Weekly conducted 
interviews this week with all 

four candidates for Palo Alto Uni-
fied School District Board of Edu-
cation: Camille Townsend, Heidi 
Emberling, Ken Dauber and Me-
lissa Baten Caswell. 

The half-hour interviews were 
video recorded and will be posted 
on YouTube and Palo Alto Online 
this weekend. 

To watch the videos, go to 
either www.PaloAltoOnline.com or 
www.youtube.com/paweekly. 

Watch candidate 
interviews online

he would not vote to fire the super-
intendent.

“I see myself as having a strong 
working relationship with Dr. Skelly 
and expect that to continue on the 
board,” he said.

While not claiming full credit for 
recent board votes to shift the aca-
demic calendar and raise the gradu-
ation requirements for traditionally 
underperforming students, Dauber 
thinks the presence of We Can Do 
Better members at school board 
meetings has been a “critical step” 
in provoking change.

Dauber, a former assistant profes-
sor of sociology, has worked for the 
past 13 years as a software engineer, 
the last five of them at Google. He 

has consulted on education issues for 
a variety of organizations, including 
the U.S. Department of Education, 
Education Trust and the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.

He is critical of district participa-
tion in national magazine rankings 
of high schools advertising “how 
our kids ‘stack up’ against others.”

“If we focus exclusively on the 
highly visible measures, then we 
risk sending the message to kids 
who aren’t achieving at that level but 
are still growing and strengthening 
their own potential that their work 
isn’t valued and their effort isn’t val-
ued,” he said.

“I think that we should value 
achievement at all levels.” 
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C andidate Heidi Emberling 
says serving on the school 
board would be a natural 

extension of her profession as an 
early-childhood specialist and par-
ent educator and her passion for 
education.

As a close watcher of the board 
for the past two years — she’s at-
tended nearly every meeting — 
Emberling has plenty to say about 
how the district could have better 
managed touchy issues such as the 
academic-calendar change and the 
need to make board meetings more 
efficient.

But she disagrees with the other 
non-incumbent candidate, Ken 
Dauber, about the need to signifi-
cantly change the district’s prevail-
ing culture of site-based decision-
making.

“Programs aren’t going to be suc-
cessful unless there’s buy-in from 
all stakeholders,” Emberling said, 
referring to Dauber’s position that 
Gunn High School should adopt a 
Palo Alto High School-style teacher 
advisory system.

“You’re not going to be able to im-
pose a new comprehensive guidance 
system on top of what teachers want 
or don’t want at a school.”

In the case of guidance counsel-
ing at Gunn, the board appropriately 
has set expectations and left it to a 
Gunn task force to develop a struc-
ture that will offer Gunn students a 
level of service comparable to that at 
Paly, she said.

“The big issue is making sure we 
have equity with regards to the two 
systems,” she said.

Emberling was an Emmy-nom-
inated producer, writer and editor 
for 12 years before shifting careers 
to become a parent educator. She 
earned an Emmy nomination for 
editing a segment of a 12-part series 
on the history of San Francisco for 
KRON-TV and also produced and 
directed “Spirit of the Dawn” about 
the Native American education sys-
tem and “Tangled Roots,” about her 
personal struggle to reconcile her 
dual heritage as both German (her 
father) and Jewish (her mother).

She now works part-time at Par-
ents Place, an organization of Jew-
ish Family & Children’s Services, 
conducting child behavioral obser-
vations and running preschool staff-
development workshops.

She began volunteering at Juana 
Briones Elementary School when 
the older of her two children began 

school there and quickly found her-
self PTA President and chair of the 
school’s site council.

When other parents began asking 
her questions around the time of the 
controversy surrounding adoption of 
the K-5 Everyday Mathematics cur-
riculum, she began attending school 
board meetings to get answers.

She watched the board struggle 

through the vexing issues of the aca-
demic calendar — finally voting in 
May 2011 to move the school-year 
start to mid-August so as to end the 
first semester before the Decem-
ber holidays — and student mental 
health following a string of student 
deaths by suicide in 2009 and 2010.

Emberling thinks the district could 
have done better on the calendar is-

sue — explaining more clearly early 
in the process why changes were be-
ing considered and creating a web-
site aimed at clarifying the issues.

Somehow it was laid out in a way 
that people felt like they weren’t be-
ing heard,” she said.

“Like with the guidance system, 
there’s probably an outside-the-box 
solution for the calendar as well. I’d 
like to explore potentially a quarter 
system, which means you’d start 
after Labor Day and still end (first 
semester) before the holidays.”

Emberling has participated in 
Project Safety Net, the community 
collaborative to promote teen well-
ness that was created following the 
suicides, and places “student con-
nectedness” at school high on her 
priority list.

She also advocates reform of 
board processes to make meetings 
more efficient.

“I think it’s anti-democratic for 
board meetings to go until 1 a.m. or 
later — you’re limiting public ac-
cess at that point,” she said.

“We need to look at how they 
plan agendas and know what every 
agenda item is supposed to do and 
set some goals around that.” 

In general, Emberling views her-
self as a consensus builder. Refer-
ring to her work on Project Safety 
Net and as a board member of the 
independent fund-raising foundation 
Partners in Education, she said, “I 
really enjoy that collaborative work 
— bringing people together for the 
sole issue of making sure our kids 
feel supported.” 

Cover Story

Heidi Emberling
Early-childhood specialist, volunteer 

with a passion for education
by Chris Kenrick
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Heidi Emberling
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I f re-elected next month, school 
board President Camille 
Townsend would be the first 

Palo Alto board member in more 
than 40 years to serve more than 
two terms.

But the veteran of school-funding 
wars counts her experience as an 
asset in light of the fiscal uncer-
tainties facing public education in 
California.

“It takes experienced people to 
anticipate where the issues will be 
and get involved at the state and lo-
cal level to provide the budget nec-
essary to run our school district,” 
she said.

She has worked to augment dis-
trict funds with passage of a parcel 
tax and a bond measure, she said, 
noting that the $378 million bond 
construction program is “on time 
and on budget.”

She also cites district progress 
on raising graduation requirements 
and narrowing the achievement gap 
during her tenure.

Townsend cut her teeth on school-
finance issues in 2002 when she 
spearheaded a letter-writing cam-
paign to then-Gov. Gray Davis af-
ter he proposed taking $126 million 
in local property-tax revenue from 
districts such as Palo Alto, which 
are funded under the so-called “ba-
sic aid” formula. Bombarded with 
opposition, Davis ultimately with-
drew his proposal.

She was elected to the board in 
2003, serving as board president in 
2006-07 as well as in the current 
year. She was elected to her second 
term in 2007.

Townsend was an early backer of 
the Mandarin Immersion program, 
supporting it through two contro-
versial board votes in 2007.

She parted company with the 
board majority in her opposition to 
the 2009 adoption of the Everyday 
Mathematics curriculum for Palo 
Alto elementary schools.

Townsend said Palo Alto had 
failed to use due diligence in re-
searching the pros and cons of Ev-
eryday Mathematics.

“I have no confidence that we can 
be successful with this,” she said at 
the time. “To bring in a math book 
with this level of dissent when we 
know we can do better gives me 
great pain.”

More recently, she voted against 
the change in the 2012-13 and 2013-
14 academic calendars, which moves 
the school-year start date to mid-Au-
gust so as to finish the first semester 
before the December break.

She argued the district had never 
made a case for why the change 
would help students, and sided with 
a group of parents who argued the 
new calendar will exacerbate, not 
reduce, student stress.

Townsend defends the district’s 
strong culture of site-based deci-
sion-making as the best way to fos-
ter innovation.

“Coming from the Midwest, ev-
erything was top-down,” she said. 
“A unique and wonderful thing 
about Palo Alto is that teachers are 
allowed to create classes around 
their passions.”

She cites a biotechnology class 
that began at Gunn and spread to 
Paly and innovation in Paly’s strong 
media-arts program.

On the hot topic of high school 
counseling, Townsend said that 
without a policy of site-based de-
cision-making, Paly never would 
have developed its teacher-advisory 
system.

“But we need to do better in 
bringing collaboration between the 
schools, and that takes money so 
teachers can talk to each other. And 
certain services must be offered for 
both high schools,” she said.

Townsend, who grew up in Wis-
consin, has worked as a youth coun-
selor, probation officer, lawyer and 
professor of business law. 

She got involved in Palo Alto 
schools as a newcomer from Indiana 
when the older of her two daughters 
was in sixth grade at Jordan Middle 
School and did not appear to have a 
math textbook.

“Being a diligent parent I saw that 
there was a math meeting at Jordan, 
so I went to the meeting and found 
out there was no textbook. There 
were just these handouts that kids 
would use.”

She served as PTA president at 
Nixon Elementary School.

“It’s just my general inclination 
to think that public education is so 
important,” said Townsend, whose 
own parents never got beyond the 
eighth grade. Townsend and her 
siblings have made it to college and 
beyond.

“Thank God for the public 
schools,” she said. 
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Camille Townsend

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Dinner Only-Coupon not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

PALO ALTO SCHOOL BOARD
Monday, Oct. 8   7 p.m. 
PAUSD Board Room, 25 Churchill Ave.
Sponsored by the Community Advisory 
Committee for Special Education

Wednesday, Oct. 10   7 p.m.
Palo Alto High School Library/ERC.
Sponsored by SEAN@Paly (Student Action 
Equity Network), PASS (Parents Advocating 
Student Success) and Paly PTA

Monday, Oct. 15   7:30 p.m.
PAUSD Board Room, 25 Churchill Ave.
Sponsored by Palo Alto Weekly, 
moderated by Senator Joe Simitian

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
Thursday, Oct. 11   8 p.m.
City Council Chambers.
Sponsored by League 
of Women Voters 
and Palo Alto Weekly

STATE SENATE & ASSEMBLY
Wednesday, Oct. 17   7:00 p.m.
Menlo Park City Council Chambers.
Sponsored by League of Women Voters

PROPOSITIONS
Monday, Oct. 8  2 p.m.  
Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., 
Palo Alto.
Sponsored by League 
of Women Voters

Wednesday, 
Oct. 10  7 p.m.  
Channing House, 850 Webster 
St., Palo Alto.
Sponsored by League of 
Women Voters

ELECTION 2012
Candidate Forums

Ad donated by the Palo Alto Weekly as a public service.

Camille Townsend
Two-term member calls experience an asset in face of fiscal uncertainty

by Chris Kenrick

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

I
n a film still from a documentary about his life, Gene 
Robinson stands in his elegant bishop’s vestments, a 
pointed miter atop his head, as he holds the tall cer-
emonial staff known as the crozier. He’s the picture of 
this year’s theme for the United Nations Association 
Film Festival: “Human Dignity.”

Dignity, Robinson’s story shows, is often something you 
have to stand up and fight for. In 2003, when Robinson was 
ordained as the first openly gay Anglican bishop, he had to 
wear a bullet-proof vest underneath those elegant vestments 
because he had received so many death threats. The threats 
and opposition have continued even as Robinson has worked 
in his New Hampshire diocese and beyond for marriage 
equality and equal rights in the church, and in society.

“I appreciate the Church of England from which so many 
churches around the globe were birthed. But I long for it to 
express its full and unequivocal acceptance of women, and to 
find its way toward embracing and celebrating the gay men, 
lesbians, bisexual, and transgender people within and beyond 
its congregations,” Robinson recently wrote in a blog on the 
Huffington Post.

In 2010, Robinson announced that he would retire early 
because of the threats, controversy and continuing strain on 
him and his husband, Mark Andrew, stepping down in Janu-
ary 2013. But many say it’s likely he’ll remain in the public 

eye as a symbol and speaker in the gay-rights movement. He 
gave the invocation at President Obama’s opening inaugural 
ceremonies in 2009, and his story was told in the 2007 docu-
mentary “For the Bible Tells Me So.”

Now a new documentary about Robinson, which premiered 
earlier this year at the Sundance Film Festival, is coming to 
Palo Alto this month as part of the United Nations Associa-
tion Film Festival. Directed by Macky Alston, “Love Free or 
Die” will be shown at 4 p.m. Oct. 19 at the Aquarius Theatre 
at 430 Emerson St. It depicts Robinson’s story and his calls for 
equality against a background of change in the church.

As the film’s synopsis puts it, this is a time when “Ameri-
can churches debate whether or not lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people are equal to heterosexuals in the 
eyes of God, while our nation debates whether LGBT people 
are equal to heterosexuals in the eyes of the law.”

Debates will no doubt continue in the wake of Robinson’s 
book “God Believes in Love: Straight Talk about Gay Mar-
riage,” which was released in September.

Now in its 15th year, the Stanford University-based film 
festival runs Oct. 18 through Oct. 28, with 70 screenings 
at Stanford and in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, San Francisco 
and San Jose. The all-documentary lineup focuses on films 

HUMAN-
INTEREST

stories
Seventy documentary films, 

including world premieres, 

to be screened at 15th 

United Nations festival

BY REBECCA WALLACE

Top: Bishop Gene 
Robinson and his 

husband, Mark 
Andrew, in the film 

“Love Free or Die.” 
Center: From left, 

stills from other 
films to be shown at 
the United Nations 

Association Film 
Festival: “A Flicker 
in Eternity,” about 

a young boy in a 
Japanese internment 
camp; “Reportero,” 

about journalists 
facing hazards 
in Mexico; and 

“Semper Fi: Always 
Faithful,” about 

water contamination 
at Camp Lejeune.

(continued on page 25)
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Arts & Entertainment

that deal with timely global issues 
such as interracial marriage, phi-
lanthropy, human trafficking, Inter-
net crime and freedom, and scarce 
natural resources. Stanford lecturer 
Jasmina Bojic founded the festival 
in 1998 to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Besides offering screenings, the 
festival also puts on free panel discus-
sions on such topics as filmmaking 
and philanthropy, and arts activism. 
Many filmmakers are scheduled to 
be in attendance, with one Oct. 23 
panel consisting of the Stanford film-
makers in the festival. All screenings 
are free for students and seniors.

The festival starts at the Aquarius 
Theatre on the evening of Thursday, 
Oct. 18, with live music by world-
music percussionist James Henry 
and opening remarks at 6:45 p.m. 
by Palo Alto Mayor Yiaway Yeh. A 
screening of the short film “Mexi-
can Cuisine” follows at 7 p.m., with 
the feature “The Well: Water Voices 
from Ethiopia” at 7:15. Directed by 
anthropologist and filmmaker Paolo 
Barberi, the Italian/Ethiopian film 
looks at survival during the dry sea-
son in southern Ethiopia, thanks to an 
unusual water-management system.

At 8:30, the Polish/Russian/
American feature “The Red But-
ton” will be shown. It centers on 
Stanislav Petrov, a Russian officer 
who is billed as having saved the 
world from atomic war in 1983. 
Petrov opted not to sound the alarm 
when a false alert came in about in-
coming American missiles, and the 
film goes on to analyze the reper-
cussions of his choice. Ewa Pieta 
and Miroslaw Grubek directed the 
52-minute film.

Screenings continue at the Aquar-
ius through Oct. 21, then move to 
the Freeman Spogli Institute for In-
ternational Studies at Stanford Uni-
versity and other locations.

On Oct. 23, several screenings 
will also be free for teachers at the 
Girls’ Middle School at 3400 W. 
Bayshore Road in Palo Alto and 
at Eastside College Preparatory at 
1041 Myrtle St. in East Palo Alto. 
Films include the feature “Buffalo 
Girls,” about two Thai girls trying to 
win the country’s Muay Thai cham-
pionship, to be shown at 1:45 p.m. 
at the middle school; and “The Lord 
is Not On Trial Here Today,” a fea-

ture about a 1940s church-and-state 
battle in public schools, screening at 
4:10 p.m. at Eastside.

Several of the films in the festival 
are world premieres, including “State 
of Control,” a 90-minute documenta-
ry about the Tibet-China conflict and 

Internet freedom in Tibet. The film 
is directed by Christian Johnston and 
Darren Mann, who went undercover 
in Tibet to profile five activists. It 
will be shown at the closing session 
on Oct. 28 at Stanford’s Annenberg 
Auditorium, at 3:45 p.m. 

What: The 15th annual United Na-

tions Association Film Festival, with 

screenings of documentaries from 

various countries, along with free 

panel discussions

Where and when: Events are at 

Stanford University and in Palo 

Alto, East Palo Alto, San Francisco 

and San Jose, Oct. 18-28.

Cost: Most film sessions (one-and-

a-half to three hours) cost $10 for 

general admission. Daily passes 

are $25 on weekdays and $35 on 

weekends, general admission. Pan-

els are free, and some screenings 

are free for teachers (all screenings 

are free for students and seniors).

Info: For a complete schedule and 

ticketing information, go to unaff.

org or call 650-724-5544.

For answers to any questions you may have, or, advice or tips you may want to share relating 
to Downsizing by Design, please email me at sos@osullivanteam.com
Siobhan is a residential real estate specialist with Dreyfus Properties.

DOWNSIZING BY DESIGN
by Siobhan O’Sullivan

Go Out To Eat and Support  
Peninsula Volunteers Meals on Wheels !

Experts on aging have a ‘hit-list’ of 
items that help ensure a happy and 
fulfilling life in our senior years. The 
list includes: a healthy diet, keep-
ing active and fit, social interaction, 
intellectual stimulation, having a 
safe, stable and comfortable place to 
live and having a purpose in life.

Peninsula Volunteers Meals on 
Wheels is a wonderful charitable 
program that offers people the 
opportunity to get involved, help 
feed those in need, give you social 
interaction and intellectual stimula-
tion and certainly will give you a 
much needed and greatly appreci-
ated purpose in life! 

Now you can support the program 
by simply going out to eat! Dine out 
all day on Tuesday October 16th at 

one of the participating local restau-
rants, and 10% of your bill will be 
given back to Peninsula Volunteers, 
Meals on Wheels! The long list of res-
taurants include; Alice’s, Carpaccio, 
John Bentley, Max’s, The Sundance, 
Trellis, the Woodside Bakery……
the list goes on! All you have to do 
is go out, have fun and a great meal 
and don’t forget to mention the pro-
gram to your waitperson!

For a full list of participating res-
taurants go to www.penvol.org. And 
if you feel you have time and energy 
to help the cause in any additional 
way give the Peninsula Volunteers a 
call on 650-322-0129 or visit their 
website! They are always on the 
lookout for caring volunteers and 
support.

A still from the film “Journey of a Red Fridge,” which follows a young 
Nepalese cargo-carrier in the Himalayas.

(continued from page 24)
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The Palo Alto Art Center’s grand reopening is funded by Applied Materials Excellence in the Arts Grants, a program of Arts Council 
Silicon Valley and the Wells Fargo Foundation. Our media sponsor is the Palo Alto Weekly. The Palo Alto Art Center, Division of Arts 
and Sciences, City of Palo Alto is funded in part by grants from the Palo Alto Art Center Foundation; Arts Council Silicon Valley, 
in partnership with the County of Santa Clara and the California Arts Council, and private donations.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter

Tours, art activities for all ages, 
music and dance performances, 
art cars, food trucks and more!
Join us as the Art Center reopens to the public 
after an 18-month, $7.9 million transformation.

Learn. 
Create. 
Be inspired.
Discover the artist in you!
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Worth a Look
Arts & Entertainment

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 

Saturday, November 10th, 2012 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, November 28th, 2012 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, December 8th, 2012 at 10 a.m.
For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650.851.8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Of fice
302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223  ■  www.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

Gulliver 
graduated with 
honors from 
the University 
of Utah with a 
Bachelor of Arts 
in Anthropology 
and a Masters in 
Education. 

Gulliver is passionate about diversity on campus. He was 
born in Buenos Aires and is fluent in both Spanish and 
English. In addition to teaching Spanish and History, he 
leads students from the Priory back to his homeland of 
Argentina for some great adventures in cultural diversity.  
 
Gulliver also has a strong interest in serving 
underprivileged students in our communities and is the 
Priory Site Director for The Summer Bridge Program, 
where kids from Redwood City and East Palo Alto are 
offered courses in Math and English in a summer camp 
environment.
 
As a member of the Priory’s on-campus faculty, when 
Gulliver isn’t teaching, he loves to spend time with his 
family.
 
 

Music
California Pops  
Orchestra

After four years of performing 
in Los Gatos, the Palo Alto-based 
California Pops Orchestra is com-
ing back closer to home, with a new 
home base at the Smithwick The-
atre at Foothill College in Los Altos 
Hills.

Many audience members had 
been asking the upbeat orchestra to 
return to the Midpeninsula — the 
Pops used to play at Spangenberg 
Theatre, among other local venues 
— and conductor Kim Venaas said 
he’s thrilled to come back. “We do 
do requests after all,” he said jok-
ingly (the orchestra is an all-request 
group).

Shows are usually cheerful af-
fairs punctuated with 
jokes and patter from 
the friendly Venaas, 
focusing on popular 
Broadway, film and Big 
Band music. On Oct. 
14, the orchestra’s first 
show back home will 
be themed “Turn On 
the Heat!” with tunes 
from the Great Ameri-
can Songbook by Ber-
lin, Gershwin, Kern and 
other classic composers. 
Jazz/ragtime/stride/co-
medic pianist Frederick 
Hodges will return to 
solo with the Pops as 
he’s done several times 
before, along with fea-
tured Big Band singer 
Ann Gibson.

The 3 p.m. show is at 
12345 El Monte Road in Los Altos 
Hills. Tickets range from $15 for 
youths to $42 for premium seats. 
Go to calpops.org or call 650-856-
8432.

Opera
‘Les contes d’Hoffmann’

Unless you have a supremely long 
memory for the arts, the idea of see-
ing “Les contes d’Hoffman (“The 
Tales of Hoffman”)” at West Bay 
Opera will seem like a fresh, new 
idea. The company had its premiere 
performance of the opera on Feb. 
13, 1959.

With music by Jacques Offenbach 
and a libretto by Jules Barbier and 
Michel Carre, the opera is based on 
a trio of tales by the 19th-century 
German fantasy and horror writer 
E.T.A. Hoffmann. Hoffmann is also 
the protagonist of the hallucinatory 
stories, encountering his Muse, a 
mechanical doll named Olympia, 
the overly passionate singer Anto-
nia and the soul-stealing courtesan 
Giulietta. And there’s a bad guy, of 
course, who’s sometimes named 
Lindorf, and sometimes Dr. Mira-
cle, among other monikers.

West Bay will present the French 

opera with new English titles, con-
ducted by Jose Luis Moscovich, 
who also heads the opera company; 
and directed by Ragnar Conde. 
Christopher Bengochea plays Hoff-
mann, with Rochelle Bard singing 
all the soprano roles.

Performances are at the Lucie 
Stern Theatre at 1305 Middlefield 
Road in Palo Alto: Oct. 12 and 20 at 
8 p.m. and Oct. 14 and 21 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $40-$75, with discounts 
available for groups. Go to wbop-
era.org or call 650-424-9999.

Art
Pacific Art League

Palo Alto photographer Judy 
Kramer has had fine fortune so far 
this fall at the Pacific Art League. 
Her photo “A Profusion of Pop-
pies,” a bright scene captured at 

Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch 
County Park east of Gilroy, has 
been chosen as the first-prize work 
in the current group show of land-
scapes at the league. In addition, 
she also had a second photo, “East 
on Vallejo Street,” accepted into 
the juried display.

Kramer is one of 36 artists in 
the exhibition, which opened this 
week in the league’s main gallery 
and has a reception tonight, Oct. 
5. Mountain View artist Joan Os-
born Dunkle took second place 
with her watercolor painting “For-
est Walk,” while Connecticut artist 
Peter Schachter was awarded third 
place for a very different work: 
his “New York late summer after-
noon” cityscape created on an iPad 
with a stylus.

Woodside artist and art teacher 
Jim Caldwell juried the show, 
choosing 38 pieces from 190 sub-

missions. He describes 
Schachter’s work as “a 
fine example of the new 
world of digital art,” 
one that was created 
with a virtual airbrush 
and several virtual wet-
media tools.

The exhibition, ti-
tled “Scapes: Land, 
Sea, and Urban,” runs 
through Oct. 25 at 668 
Ramona St., with the 
reception scheduled 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
tonight. Gallery hours 
are weekdays from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 to 4. 
Admission is free. Go 
to pacificartleague.org 
or call 650-321-3891.

The photograph “A Profusion of Poppies,” taken by Palo 
Alto artist Judy Kramer, is the first-place work in the current 
Pacific Art League exhibition.

You’ve made your house a home.

So who says you have to leave it just because 
you’ve gotten older? Avenidas Village can 

help you stay in the home you love.

Your life, your way, in your home

Come and learn more on 
October 25 at 10 am or 
October 29 at 2 pm.

RSVP to (650) 289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org

WHEN IT’S YOUR CHILD, 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Ecole internationale de la Péninsule

PRE-SCHOOL

Outstanding full-
day program.

LANGUAGE

Longest running 
bilingual 
immersion school 
in the area. 
Experienced 
native-speaking 
faculty.

ACADEMICS

Established English 
curriculum. 
Rigorous program 
in a nurturing 
environment. Low 
student-to-teacher 
ratio.

TEACHING MANDARIN CHINESE IMMERSION FOR 15 
YEARS. A LEADER IN FRENCH IMMERSION IN PALO 
ALTO. ACCEPTING PRE-SCHOOL APPLICATIONS. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA

RSVP FOR A TOUR!
PRE-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
NOVEMBER 10, 2012
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Eating Out
For most restaurants, there is no business 

as usual these days. It takes ingenuity 
and hard work to stay afloat. It’s all about 

value added; that is, providing the little nice-
ties that keep patrons enthused. The Menu, 
an Indian restaurant on a nondescript corner 
of El Camino Real in Mountain View, offers 
quality food with a few extras: live music and 
an enthusiastic waitstaff, for starters.

Open since May, The Menu supplanted the 
New Saffron restaurant. The force behind the 
operation is Prakash Aswani, who spent eight 
months reconfiguring, reconstructing and 
reassembling the building to suit his needs. 
The recipes are authentic, transplanted from 
around India with no specific regional pedi-
gree. Aswani and chef Resham Singh collabo-
rate on the menu.

“I came to the restaurant business in a 
roundabout way,” Aswani said. “I am not a 

typical operator. I wanted a meeting place, an 
assembly, a place to feed people in a creative 
way.”

Physically, the space is divided into three 
sections: a main dining room; a smaller din-
ing room used for lunch, brunch and parties; 
and a lounge to the rear of the building, where, 
every Thursday, there is live jazz.

The decor does not transport one to the 
subcontinent. There are a few elements that 
evoke India. Mostly the decor suggests Cali-
fornia, with mustardy walls (arguably saf-
fron), a dark-tiled floor, pendant lighting and 
oil paintings that look like the golden hills of 
a California summer. There are sturdy wood 
chairs, linen-lined tables, and cushy banquets 
that line the perimeter. Overall, more upscale 
than I expected, but not exotic.

As a welcome, the chef sent what looked 
like two large crisp curlicue tortilla chips with 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Items from the buffet at The Menu include, from left, vegetarian quinoa biryani, kadhai 
paneer, hariyali pulao and Tandoori chicken.

M
ic

he
lle

 L
e

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinavendi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Cucina Venti

To cook: In a large skillet over medium high heat, fry the eggplant cubes and 
red pepper fl akes in olive oil until eggplant begins to soften and caramelize. 
Drain off any excess oil and add tomato sauce and reduce to medium heat
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil and cook the spaghetti al dente, 
drain retaining some of the pasta water, and transfer to a large bowl.
Check sauce and add pasta water if sauce appears too dry. Pour sauce over 
the spaghetti and toss with the salted ricotta and torn basil leaves

Serve with grated Pecorino

Pasta Alla Norma
Tomato sauce-from scratch

pieces

Sauté garlic in olive oil until translucent. 
Add tomatoes and basil. Stir and cook 
for 10 minutes. Salt/pepper to taste. 
May be made ahead and refrigerated or 
use a good quality jarred sauce

into 1” cubes

grated

[or dried fl akes] 

The History Of Pasta Alla Norma
This dish is named for the main character in the Vincenzo Bellini opera “Norma”. 
Most people actually call this dish Pasta ccâ Norma. This is incorrect because 
“ccâ” in the Sicilian dialect means “with”, thereby making Norma an ingredient, 
such as “Pasta with zucchini”, which is defi nitely not the case.  This dish was 
dedicated Maestro Bellini and Pasta a la Norma or Pasta Norma-style, refers 
specifi cally to this dish and the composer who was from Catania. The authenticity 
of this classic dish is beholden to the quality and abundance of the sauce, and 
above all, to the salted ricotta. This is a non-optional, essential ingredient of the 
dish. If you cannot fi nd Ricotta Salata, you must move far away, for you live in 
barbarism! Please forgive me…I am nothing without good pasta. 

From our kitchen to yours. 
Giulia Grisi as Norma in 1831

Buon appetito! 

Some like it hot
The food has a kick and the jazz swings weekly at The Menu

by Dale F. Bentson
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Eating Out

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

S T E A K H O U S E

Sundance the Steakhouse 
321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, 
explore restaurant menus, 
get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, 
ShopMenloPark and 
ShopMountainView

powered by

P E N I N S U L A

two curry dipping sauces. Unfortu-
nately, the waitress rattled off the 
food names at a staccato rate. Even 
asking her to repeat was not enlight-
ening. The dipping sauces had good 
flavors but were thin and watery, 
which made them impossible to ad-
here to the chip. 

Probably my favorite dish came 
first. The kale pakoda ($7) was a 
small platter of organic kale leaves, 
drenched in chickpea flour and deep-
fried. The kale was light and flavor-
ful, akin to tempura. More of the 
same curry dipping sauces appeared. 
They worked better with the kale. 

Chili chicken ($10) was chunks 
of chicken breast marinated in chili, 
garlic and ginger. The waitress asked 
if we wanted the dish spicy. Yes, I 
replied, because most “spicy” food 
in our local restaurants isn’t remote-
ly spicy. This was. It bit back. The 
chicken had been breaded and fried 
with additional peppers and garlic. 
Warning: Have plenty of beer, wa-
ter and naan on hand to mitigate the 
heat. I loved it.

The goat curry masala ($18) was 
delicious but hard to eat. The chunks 
of goat meat were firmly on the bone. 
The large dish was stew-like and had 
to be eaten with fingers. Messy. The 
flavors were a triumph, though: to-
matoes, onions, garlic, ginger, cori-
ander, cumin, turmeric, chili powder 
and cinnamon. It was spicy but not 
hot on the tongue. 

The coconut fish curry ($16) had 
been cooked in coconut milk and 
flavored with red curry, garlic, fish, 
onions and tomatoes. It was a gen-
erous portion, again stew-like, and 
similar to the goat-sauce flavors, but 
easier to eat.

The melt-in the-mouth onion kul-
cha ($4) was naan baked in the clay 
oven with spices and onion. I could 
have made a meal of a basket or two. 

Bowls of rice appeared with ev-
erything, and we were asked if we 
needed more: a necessity for soaking 
up the delicious sauces, and a nice 
gesture.

For dessert, we tried the gajar 

halwa ($5), a warm, sweet combina-
tion of carrots and milk. It reminded 
me of a carrot bread pudding with 
its rather dense consistency. This is 
a traditional Punjabi dessert that is 
served warm or cold. 

One evening, our waitress con-
vinced us to order a mango lassi 
($6), a tropical Indian-style smoothie 
made with fresh mango and yogurt. 
It was tasty, but she brought it with 
the beers we ordered, not a good 
combination.

The waitress was efficient and at-
tentive, perhaps too much so. She 
delivered and started chatting up the 
dessert menus when we had not eaten 
half our entrees. Finally, despite her 
enthusiasm, she never cleared the 
main-course dishes. When she deliv-
ered the dessert, she merely pushed 
the dishes aside and made room. Yes, 
it was casual dining, but the experi-
ence could have been improved. 

Lunch at The Menu is a good deal. 
First, the variety is excellent: 14 hot 
trays with meats, fish, and vegetarian 
dishes, plus a salad bar and house-made 
soup. All for $11, an easy-to-swallow 
price. And for those unfamiliar with 
Indian cuisine, this is an inexpensive 
way to sample a number of dishes. 

CURRY UP IN; TWO OTHER EATER-
IES OUT ... Add Miyake and Cafe 
Renaissance to the growing list of 

restaurant closings in Palo Alto. Mi-

yake, the noisy, flashy, busy sushi 

joint at 140 University Ave., ended its 

decades-long run early last month. 

And Cafe Renaissance, a Persian 

eatery at 321 Hamilton Ave., closed 

its doors on Sept. 21. Scheduled to 

replace it later this month is Curry Up 

Now, which will serve Indian street 

food. The Indian restaurant achieved 

an almost cult-like following from its 

food-truck success. Its Facebook 

page has fans in the thousands. Palo 

Alto will be its second brick-and-

mortar building, after the recent suc-

cess of its first building in San Mateo, 

which opened last year. 

ECLECTIC ART SHOP REOPENS ... 
Diane Master is all about art, whether 

it’s her conversation, her personality 

or her clothing. As founder of the Gal-

lery Shop, the eclectic little retail store 

in the Palo Alto Art Center at 1313 

Newell Road, she has been the driv-

ing force behind the shop, which is in 

its 19th year. Now that the center has 

been renovated, the shop has been 

given more space and a prominent 

spot in the lobby. “The original shop 

was put in as an afterthought,” Mas-

ter said. Pointing to the new glass-en-

closed contemporary shop, she said: 

“Here we’re talking a different lan-

guage. This space was planned and 

anticipated. It’s the real deal.” Master 

said she puts 35,000 miles a year on 

her car trying to find seldom-seen art 

to stock the store. “I’m everywhere. 

I’m on a mission. This is my passion,” 

she said. A few of the finds on display 

from her long-distance driving include 

a collection of vintage-looking oil 

cans made from ceramic, inspired by 

rusted, dented, peeling metal con-

tainers. Other items include holiday 

ornaments; unusual art supplies for 

children; handcrafted porcelain din-

nerware, cut and decorated to look 

like doilies; and fine jewelry, almost all 

of it made in Northern California.

ALMA VILLAGE TAKING SHAPE ... 
Alma Plaza is quickly transforming 

into Alma Village. Starbucks opened 

this week and Miki’s Farm Fresh 

Market, which is modeled after the 

popular Berkeley Bowl supermarket, 

is tentatively scheduled to open Oct. 

17. Developer John McNellis said 

he was thrilled with the rapid and 

smooth construction of the Palo Alto 

project, which also includes housing, 

after more than 15 years of planning 

and neighborhood meetings. “At long, 

long last, we are almost there. We’re 

just looking forward to the day that all 

of our homes are sold and occupied, 

our apartments are rented and our 

retail shops are happily open for busi-

ness.” 

Heard a rumor about your 
favorite store or business mov-
ing out, or in, down the block or 
across town? Daryl Savage will 
check it out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com. 

The Menu 

2700 W. El Camino Real 

Mountain View 

408-800-6368

themenuindia.com

Hours: Buffet lunch weekdays 

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; brunch 

Sat.-Sun. 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.; 

dinner daily 5:30-10 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot parking

Beer & wine

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair  
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor  
seating

Noise level: 
Low

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 
Excellent

Shop Talk
by Daryl Savage
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Movies

Frankenweenie 
(Century 16, Century 20) By reaching back into 

his own past and movie history, the recently fumbly 
Tim Burton has gotten a grip with “Frankenweenie.” 
Expanded by screenwriter John August from Burton’s 
1984 live-action short of the same name, the stop-
motion-animated “Frankenweenie” finds the film-
maker in fine fettle.

Like its predecessors (Burton’s short and the 1931 
“Frankenstein”), “Frankenweenie” plays out in black-
and-white. Bold, man, bold. For Disney to put out a 
2012 animated 3D family picture in black-and-white 
can mean only one thing: The megahit “Alice in Won-
derland” wasn’t a complete waste after all. It allowed 
studio bosses to trust their artist in residence enough 
to look past the chiaroscuro and see green.

The story concerns young Victor Frankenstein 
(Charlie Tahan), reimagined as a child of suburbia. 
New Holland is a town that’s happily set in its ways, 
from local holiday “Dutch Day” to traditional lessons 
in the schoolroom. Give them that old-time religion; 
it’s good enough for them. As such, these ‘burbs are 
no place for Victor, a curious child who takes to his 
science class in a spirit of experimentation. Science 
comes in handy when Victor’s beloved dog Sparky 
dies, necessitating electrical resuscitation.

Flipping the cautionary themes of Mary Shelley’s 
original source material, “Frankenweenie” plays out 
as a primarily pro-science parable. August establishes 
a plain conflict between the self-servingly narrow-
minded status quo and the socially progressive atti-
tude represented by Victor’s heavily accented science 
teacher Mr. Rzykruski (a terrific Martin Landau), 
who bluntly addresses the school’s parents as “igno-
rant” and “stupid,” and tells Victor, “They like what 
science gives them, but not the questions, no.” 

Rzykruski stands as the exception to the film’s 
rule, expressed by Victor’s dad, that “Sometimes 
adults don’t know what they’re talking about.” Obvi-
ously, that’s a message kids are ready to hear. Parents 
shouldn’t take offense (Victor’s parents are as loving 
as they are clueless). If anything, it’s cat lovers who 
will be miffed, given the sinister weirdness of local 
feline Mr. Whiskers (three words: psychic cat scat). 

Trappings like Mr. Whiskers help August and 
Burton to fill out the story, which winds up playing 
on the science-fiction horrors of ‘50s cinema when 
Victor’s peers step up the Science Fair competition. 
No points for the character who’s a squinting Com-
munist Chinese stereotype, but Burton and his voice 
cast (including Martin Short and Catherine O’Hara 
in multiple delightful roles) justifiably have a ball 
bringing new life to the likes of Vincent Price, Peter 
Lorre and Boris Karloff.

Along with the 3D goose, “Frankenweenie” boasts 
Burton’s distinctive design work, and creatively eager 
stop-motion work (check out the streaking raindrop 
shadows, evocative of Conrad Hall’s cinematography 
for “In Cold Blood”). 

Of course “Frankenweenie” offers eye candy, a 

celebration of cinema, and a heartfelt, central “boy 
and his dog” story, but it’s a pleasant surprise that the 
picture also goes out of its way to encourage free-
thinking square pegs to avoid gaping round holes.

Rated PG for thematic elements, scary images and 
action. One hour, 27 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

Taken 2 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Here’s a little test: How 

can you identify the villain in “Taken 2,” the sequel to 
Liam Neeson’s surprise-hit 2008 action thriller? 

Well, there’s a suspicious-looking character who 
tells Liam Neeson’s retired CIA operative Bryan 
Mills, “Don’t play the hero with me.” What is this 
guy, un-American? Oh yeah, that too: crime lord 
Murad Hoxha is Albanian, and played by Rade Ser-
bedzija, eternally pigeonholed as the go-to, all-pur-
pose Euro-baddie. Also there’s the part about spilling 
Mills’ blood on the same ground as Hoxha’s dearly 
departed son, killed by Mills in “Taken.”

“Very funny,” you sneer. “What kind of test is this? 
Obviously, Hoxha is the villain.” But with the screen-
play’s half-serious irony — the only interesting area 
into which “Taken 2” dizzily staggers — the villain 
could just as well be Mills.

The “Taken” movies define Mills by the inter-
section of his total commitment to family and his 
fiercely leonine ultra-competence as a man of action 
(“When you give,” his ex-wife enthuses, “it’s 100 per-
cent of 100 percent”). He terminates with extreme 
prejudice, but only in defense of self and family, so 
it’s all good.

Turn the story 180 degrees, though, and Hoxha acts 
not too dissimilar to Mills. Enraged that a foreigner 
would blithely kill “sons and grandsons, fathers and 
husbands” and think he could get away with it, Hoxha 
relentlessly pursues his own justice. (And, yes, as per 
the law of the playground, he started it.) Since Mills 
offers a last-minute invite to his ex (Famke Janssen) 
and their daughter Kim (Maggie Grace) to join him 
on a business trip to Istanbul, Hoxha gets a shot at 
teaching the American that turnabout is fair play.

As written by “Taken” screenwriters Luc Besson 
and Robert Mark Kamen and directed by the self-
christened Olivier Megaton, “Taken 2” certainly 
underlines the fact that the American family lives 
in the lap of luxury, whether it’s an L.A. manse or 
deluxe Istanbul hotel accommodations. But despite 
light teasing about our blinkered American entitle-
ment, this movie has about as much intellectual value 
as a turnip.

Obviously, no one goes to “Taken 2” for an allegory 
of international relations, and it should be said that 
the picture plunks down 90 stupid but ruthlessly ef-
ficient minutes. As a writer-producer, Besson is par-
ticularly mercenary. Knowing well his audience for 
these blood-simple actioners, he ticks off a rooftop 
chase, car chase, a handful of mano-a-mano clashes 
and multiple crashes and explosions. 

But the ludicrous plot devices that allow Mills to 
go from point A to point Z insult the intelligence of 
the character and the audience. This film has no more 
plot (in fact, probably less) than the average video 
game, and what’s here amounts to the “Spy Kids” 
version of the first film (this time, the whole family 
goes into action!).

As for Megaton, he’s not so much “the bomb” as a 
dud: The all-important action proves clumsy in stag-
ing and choppy in editing. By the climax that pats 
“us” all on the back for being better than “them,” 
we’ll relate to Mills’ conclusion: “I’m tired of it all.”

Rated PG-13 for intense sequences of violence and 
action, and some sensuality. One hour, 31 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

OPENINGS

2016: Obama’s America (PG) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 2:05 & 7:20 p.m.   

Arbitrage (R)   
Aquarius Theatre: 1, 3:30, 6 & 8:30 p.m.   

The Black Cat (1934) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri.-Sun. at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 4:50 p.m.   

Bolshoi Ballet: La Sylphide (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 20: Sun. at noon; Tue. at 7 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: Sun. at noon; Tue. at 
7 p.m.   

Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Aquarius Theatre: 2:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m.   

Dredd (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: In 3D Fri. & Sat. at 10:15 p.m.; In 3D 
Sun. at 9:50 p.m.   Century 20: 11:55 a.m. & 4:55 p.m.; In 3D at 2:25, 7:30 & 9:50 
p.m.   

End of Watch (R) 1/2  
Century 16: 12:20, 3:30 & 7 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10:05 p.m.; Sun. also at 9:40 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 5, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m.   

Finding Nemo 3D (G) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11:10 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. (standard 2D); In 3D at 1:50 & 7:15 p.m.; Fri. & 
Sat. also at 10:15 p.m. (standard 2D); Sun. also at 9:55 p.m. (standard 2D)   Century 
20: 2:20, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m. (standard 2D); In 3D at 11:50 a.m. & 4:50 p.m.   

Frankenweenie (PG)   
Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:40, 4:10 & 6:40 p.m.; In 3D at noon, 2:30, 5:10 & 7:40 p.m.; 
Fri. & Sat. also at 9:10 p.m.; In 3D Fri. & Sat. also at 10:10 p.m.; Sun. also at 8:55 
p.m.; In 3D Sun. also at 9:55 p.m.   Century 20: 12:20, 2:45, 5:05, 7:25 & 9:45 p.m.; 
In 3D at 11:20 a.m.; 1:40, 3:55, 6:10, 8:25 & 10:35 p.m.   

Gone With the Wind (1939) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: Wed. at 2 & 7 p.m.   Century 20: Wed. at 2 & 7 p.m.   

Hotel Transylvania (PG) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:30, 4:20 & 7:10 p.m.; In 3D at 11:40 a.m.; 2, 5:10 & 7:50 p.m.; 
Fri. & Sat. also at 9:45 p.m.; In 3D Fri. & Sat. also at 10:30 p.m.; Sun. also at 9:30 
p.m.; In 3D Sun. also at 10:10 p.m.   Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:45, 4:05, 6:30 & 8:55 
p.m.; In 3D at 12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 8 & 10:25 p.m.   

House at the End of the Street (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 20: 12:25, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:30 p.m.   

Looper (R) 1/2  
Century 16: 11 & 11:40 a.m.; 1:45, 2:30, 4:30, 5:20, 7:35, 8:40 & 10:30 p.m.   Cen-
tury 20: 11:15 a.m.; 12:35, 2, 3:20, 4:45, 6:15, 7:50, 9:05 & 10:40 p.m.   

The Master (R) 1/2  
Century 20: 12:50, 3:50, 6:55 & 10:10 p.m.   Guild Theatre: 1:45, 5 & 8:15 p.m.   

The Mummy (1932) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri.-Sun. at 6:05 & 8:45 p.m.   

Murders in the Rue Morgue (1931) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 6:15 & 8:45 p.m.   

The Oranges (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Palo Alto Square: 4:45 & 7:25 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 2:15 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun. also at 
2 p.m.   

The Perks of Being a Wallflower (PG-13)   
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 1:55, 3:10, 4:45, 6:10, 7:30 & 8:50 p.m.   Century 
20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 1:55, 3, 4:30, 5:30, 7:05, 8:05, 9:40 & 10:35 p.m.   

Pitch Perfect (PG-13)   
Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 1:45, 4:40 & 7:40 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10:30 p.m.; Sun. 
also at 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 3:45, 5:05, 6:25, 7:45, 9:10 & 
10:25 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 1:05 p.m.   

The Raven (1935) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)  
Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 7:30 p.m.   

Robot & Frank (PG-13)   
Palo Alto Square: 7:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 2 p.m.   

The Rocky Horror Picture Show (R) (Not Reviewed)  
Guild Theatre: Sat. at midnight.   

Ruby Sparks (R) 1/2  
Palo Alto Square: 4:30 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 9:30 p.m.   

Taken 2 (PG-13) 1/2  
Century 16: 11 & 11:50 a.m.; 12:40, 1:20, 2:10, 3, 4, 5, 5:50, 7, 8, 8:50, 9:50 & 10:30 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:30, 1:20, 2:10, 2:50, 3:40, 4:35, 5:15, 6, 7, 7:40, 
8:25, 9:30, 10:05 & 10:45 p.m.   

Trouble with the Curve (PG-13)   
Century 16: 12:10, 3:20, 6:30 & 9:20 p.m.   Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 4:40, 7:20 & 
10 p.m.   

Won’t Back Down (PG) (Not Reviewed)  
Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 4:20 & 9:45 p.m.   Century 20: 12:50, 3:50, 7:10 & 10:10 
p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding
Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

All showtimes are for Friday through Sunday only unless otherwise 
noted. For other times, as well as reviews and trailers,  

go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

Young Victor and his dog in “Frankenweenie.”
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Movies

DIANA VREELAND
THE EYE HAS TO TRAVEL

dianavreeland-film.com

FACEBOOK.COM/DIANAVREELANDBOOKANDFILM

TWITTER.COM/DVDIANAVREELAND

 “THERE NEVER WAS
    AND NEVER WILL BE,
  A STYLE ICON

  QUITE LIKE
      DIANA VREELAND.”

  – KEITH UHLICH, TIME OUT NY

“DIANA VREELAND CHANGED THE

– MARIE CLAIRE

... 
... ...

 DIANA VREELAND RULED IN THE WORLD OF 
COUTURE AND CUTTING-EDGE FASHION.” 

– BETSY SHARKEY, LOS ANGELES TIMES

-Manohla Dargis

STARTS FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 5

“WICKEDLY FUNNY.
”

   

PETE HAMMOND, DEADLINE HOLLYWOOD

 “A BONAFIDE CROWD-PLEASER 
 WITH HUGE LAUGHS.”    

KEVIN JAGERNAUTH, INDIEWIRE

WRITTEN BY IAN HELFER & JAY REISS DIRECTED BY JULIAN FARINO

Make 
Yourself  
at Home.

SEX. 
BETRAYAL.  
Scandal.

 WELCOMETOTHEORANGES.COM

HUGH 
LAURIE

CATHERINE 
KEENER

OLIVER 
PLATT

ALLISON 
JANNEY    

ALIA 
SHAWKAT    

ADAM 
BRODY    

LEIGHTON 
MEESTER

AND

WATCH THE RESTRICTED TRAILER >

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

(800) FANDANGO

STARTS FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 5

www.restorationstudio.com

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Fr i & Sat  The Oranges-2:15, 4:45, 7:25, 9:45
 Robot & Frank - 2:00,7:15
  Ruby Sparks - 4:30, 9:30 
Sun 10/ 7  The Oranges- 2:15, 4:45, 7:25
 Robot & Frank - 7:15
  Ruby Sparks - 4:30
Mon 10/8 The Oranges-2:15, 4:45, 7:25
 Robot & Frank - 2:00, 7:15
  Ruby Sparks - 4:30
Tues 10/9 The Oranges-2:15, 4:45, 7:25
 Robot & Frank - 2:00
Wed & Thurs The Oranges-2:15, 4:45, 7:25
 Robot & Frank - 2:00, 7:15
  Ruby Sparks - 4:30

10/5-10/6

10/10-10/11

NOW PLAYING

Arbitrage 
(Aquarius) The “having it all” lifestyle 
of the CEO played by Richard Gere in 
“Arbitrage” may not be very relatable, 
but his nightmare scenario of losing it all 
should ring a bell. Gere’s smugly suc-
cessful Robert Miller holds court, all 
smiles, at the office and at home. But he 
becomes shaken when facing involuntary 
manslaughter charges after crashing his 
luxury sedan. He ropes in Jimmy Grant, 
a young black man (Nate Parker) to as-
sist him in fleeing the scene of the crime. 
“Arbitrage” is at its most interesting when 
exploring the choices facing Miller and 
Grant when the police identify the young-
er man and begin turning the screws on 
him. Mostly unspoken, but loud and clear 
as subtext, are the matters of race and 
white privilege.At its essence, the film is a 
potboiler, heating up with tension as Miller 
finds his lies catching up with him. Before 
the film arrives at its foregone conclusion, 
the director succeeds in giving his thriller 
enough thematic texture to set it apart, 
and his star a showcase that reminds us 
of Gere’s ability. Playing a character that’s 
almost entirely unsympathetic, Gere dem-
onstrates the charm that’s allowed Miller 
to accumulate his wealth and status, 
and the abyss-staring his showmanship 
conceals. Rated R for language, violent 
images and drug use. One hour, 48 min-
utes. — Peter Canavese

End of Watch 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Were I 13 years 
old, “End of Watch” might well be my new 
favorite movie. David Ayer’s new shoot-
’em-up buddy-cop flick has a macho 
exterior and a heart of gold, in its banter, 
kinetic gunfights and aww-shucks love 
stories. As such, it’s a perfectly divert-
ing time-waster. But the milieu “End of 
Watch” introduces as “Once upon a time 
in South Central” may feel a bit old hat. 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Michael Pena star 
as Brian Taylor and Mike Zavala, two of 
the best cops on the street, and though 
they may be unconventional, they knuckle 
down right quick when the situation 
gets serious. Most importantly, these 
guys care deeply, about their work, their 
women, and each other — though they’re 
more inclined to prove the latter in actions 
than in words. As written and directed by 
Ayer, the film’s primary stylistic move is to 
have the action “captured” by small con-
sumer cameras, including one secreted 
on Taylor’s person. Taylor’s desire to be a 
detective pushes the duo to overstep their 
bounds, one bust ruffling feathers within 
law enforcement and setting off a power-
ful Mexican cartel. The danger climaxes in 
an urban gun battle, the last in a series of 
adrenaline fixes that include a car chase 
and a home fire. The film has its own kind 
of broadly drawn archetypes, and an ir-
repressible sense of “how about this?” 
flash that’s at odds with its “verite” ap-
proach. “R” rating aside, “End of Watch” 
blends the nastiness and innocence of 
a playground game of “Cops and Rob-
bers.” Rated R for strong violence, some 

Pitch Perfect 
(Century 20) “Pitch Perfect” is a big-
screen boon for the “Glee” crowd, and 
fans of last year’s breakthrough hit 
“Bridesmaids” will appreciate a similar 
feminine energy in “Pitch.” Barden Uni-
versity’s all-female a cappella group the 
Bellas blew its shot at winning the state 
championship when singer Aubrey (Anna 
Camp) lost her lunch on stage. Enter 
Beca (Anna Kendrick), a fiercely indepen-
dent freshman who has more experience 
creating musical mash-ups on her laptop 
than singing a cappella, who joins the 
group. Big props to director Jason Moore 
for maintaining an upbeat atmosphere 
and getting the most from his talented 
cast. Kendrick is especially good, demon-
strating both comedic and dramatic skills, 
and Rebel Wilson virtually steals the show 
with her hilarious portrayal. There is cer-
tain predictability to the plot, and Beca’s 
romantic story occasionally feels strained. 
Still, the quirky characters and clever dia-
logue help absolve other cinematic sins. 
So far, “Pitch Perfect” takes the baton as 
the feel-good movie of the year. Rated 
PG-13 for sexual material, language and 
drug references. 1 hour, 52 minutes.  — 
T.H. (Reviewed Sept. 28)

Robot & Frank 
(Palo Alto Square) In “Robot & Frank,” 
a robot helps a fading old man to see 
life, and himself, more clearly. The ro-
bot is a gift from son (James Marsden) 
to father (Frank Langella), intended to 
troubleshoot the dementia of retired 
“second-story man” Frank. Frank’s initial 
reaction — “You’re going to leave me 
with this death machine?” — turns to 
opportunism when he realizes that the 
robot isn’t programmed to be law-abiding 
or moralistic: Its only concern is Frank’s 
mental and physical health. And so Frank 
makes the case that the best way to keep 
his mind active isn’t the gardening the 
robot proposes, but planning burglaries. 
The film operates on a humble scale, with 
small gestures of futurism and an unclut-
tered visual and narrative style. There’s a 
deftly handled subplot involving the local 
librarian (Susan Sarandon), who takes 
an interest in Frank. And there’s some 
good humor in the robot/Frank relation-
ship to counterbalance the poignancy 
of his fading days. Though the audience 
may be tempted to humanize the robot 
(Peter Sarsgaard), the film excels most as 
a showcase for the still-crafty, supremely 
human Langella. Whether being grumpy 

or sly or existentially fretful, Langella 
makes a great case for the power of the 
screen to be a looking glass. Rated PG-
13 for language. One hour, 30 minutes.  
— P.C. (Reviewed Aug. 24, 2012)

Trouble with the Curve 
(Century 16, Century 20) Slogging 
through the first 75 minutes of “Trouble 
with the Curve” is akin to watching a 
scoreless baseball game that doesn’t get 
exciting until the ninth inning. The film is 
often ponderous and dreary, and under-
tones of soft piano or guitar further dull 
the pacing. Several solid performances 
and the presence of Clint Eastwood of-
fer some relief. Eastwood growls and 
grumbles through his performance as 
Gus, a baseball scout whose advancing 
age is taking its toll. When Gus is sent 
off to scout a potential top draft pick, 
his daughter Mickey (Amy Adams) tags 
along and keep an eye on him. Mickey 
has her own reasons for taking the trip, 
namely to find why he seemingly aban-
doned her after the death of her mother. 
Eastwood’s age is showing, but he still 
has the gravitas to carry a film. While he 
plays it gruff throughout, he does show 
a sensitive side in one  scene. Speak-
ing to his wife’s tombstone, he begins 
to softly sing to her, choking back tears. 
“Trouble” represents the directorial debut 
of longtime Eastwood collaborator Robert 
Lorenz, who worked alongside Eastwood 
on “Million Dollar Baby,” “Absolute Power” 
and a slew of other pictures. But Lorenz’s 
freshman effort is more foul tip than base 
hit. Rated PG-13 for language, sexual ref-
erences, thematic material and smoking. 
1 hour, 51 minutes.  — T.H. (Reviewed 

disturbing images, pervasive language 
including sexual references, and some 
drug use. One hour, 49 minutes.  — P.C. 
(Reviewed Sept. 21, 2012)

Looper 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Of all the proj-
ects Joseph Gordon-Levitt has been 
involved with, “Looper” may well be the 
one to launch him into superstardom. The 
picture takes place in the year 2044, 30 
years before the invention of time travel. 
The mob seems to have a stranglehold 
on the advanced technology, using time 
travel to send people back to the year 
2044 for termination by highly paid Loop-
ers like Joe (Gordon-Levitt). Occasionally 
the mob will send back the older version 
of the Loopers themselves to “close the 
loop,” When Joe’s older self (Bruce Willis) 
appears in the year 2044 and young Joe 
can’t pull the trigger, older Joe escapes. 
The episode sets off a hunt-and-chase 
that ropes in brassy farmer Sara (Emily 
Blunt) and her young son Cid (Pierce Ga-
gnon in a spotlight-stealing performance). 
Director Rian Johnson (“Brick”) demon-
strates a deft touch and infuses “Looper” 
with subtleties and soulful moments. Gor-
don-Levitt nails Willis’ mannerisms, so it’s 
easy to believe the two are versions of the 
same person, and showcases his depth 
with toughness and compassion. Blunt 
is also remarkably good as a protective 
mother, and youngster Gagnon is a rev-
elation. The visual effects underwhelm 
at times, but the story doesn’t suffer.
Ultimately, “Looper” is a thoughtful genre-
bender that brings science-fiction, action 
and mystery together in one tight pack-
age. Rated R for strong violence, drug 
content, sexuality/nudity and language. 
1 hour, 59 minutes.  — T.H. (Reviewed 
Sept. 28, 2012)

The Master 1/2
(Guild, Century 20) “The Master” puts its 
primary focus on an unstoppable force-
meets-immovable object war of wills 
between two men. Freddie Quell (Joaquin 
Phoenix) returns home from World War II 
psychologically damaged and struggles 
to reintegrate into American daily life. His 
“nervous condition” leads him deep into 
drink, trouble and eventually The Cause, 
a cultish organization created and lorded 
over by Lancaster Dodd (Philip Seymour 
Hoffman). Dodd sees something in Fred-
die, recognizes his pliability, finds him 
amusing, useful and perhaps attractive. 
The Cause, modeled on early Scientolo-
gy, offers vague direction but charismatic 
leadership in its L. Ron Hubbard-esque 

leader. Director Paul Thomas Anderson 
makes the audience work hard for coher-
ence and meaning, and some will find 
their patience sorely tested by his elliptical 
approach. The film’s unequivocal plea-
sures are its photography, brilliant period 
production design, and the performances 
by Phoenix and Hoffman. Drawn and 
stooped, Phoenix wields a Brando-esque 
spontaneity capable of eruptive force of 
feeling and physicality. Hoffman’s Dodd, 
though more canny and confident, ap-
pears to be “making all this up as he goes 
along” and likewise harbors mercurial 
moodiness. Anderson’s risks don’t always 
pay off; they haven’t all come out in the 
wash of the editing room. But “The Mas-
ter” begs for a reorientation of the viewer, 
perhaps requiring more than one viewing 
of the film. There’s nothing easy or con-
ventional about this account of a doomed 
search for external meaning, doubling 
as a meditative tone poem on human 
frailty. Rated R for strong bloody violence, 
language and some sexuality/nudity. Two 
hours, 17 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
Sept. 21, 2012)

The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
(Century 16, Century 20) In “Wallflower,” 
novelist Stephen Chbosky directs a 
revealing film based on his own semi-
autobiographical book. Witness speci-
men Charlie (Logan Lerman) — seen 
here entering the mating grounds of Mill 
Grove High School outside Pittsburgh 
in the early ‘90s — little understanding 
the pull that will lead him to join a pack, 
gravitate to his cool English teacher, fall 
for an unavailable female of the species, 
make mix tapes, have late-night “deep 
thought” epiphanies, and participate in 
ancient teenage rituals involving drugs, 
alcohol and/or “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” Charlie is painfully shy, sensitive to 
the pain in everyone around him, and in-
clined to lick the wounds of earlier tangles 
with predators. He is accepted by the 
impulsive seniors of the pack: attractive 
potential mate Sam (Emma Watson) and 
gay Patrick (Ezra Miller), the latter per-
forming that rare and complex dance of 
flamboyance, deception, confusion, fear 
and desire like a junior Oscar Wilde. One 
cannot blame our sentimental filmmaker 
or even you, gentle viewer, for seeing in 
these younglings something of ourselves. 
Rated PG-13 for mature thematic mate-
rial, drug and alcohol use, sexual content 
and a fight; all involving teens. One hour, 
43 minutes.  — P.C. (Reviewed Sept. 28, 
2012)

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
Women’s soccer: Stanford at Utah, 1 

p.m.; Pac-12 Networks

Women’s volleyball: Oregon at  Stan-
ford, 5:30 p.m.; Pac-12 Networks; KZSU 
(90.1 FM)

Prep football: Aragon at Menlo-
Atherton, 6:45 p.m. (pre-game); KCEA 
(89.1 FM)

Saturday
Men’s water polo: USC at Stanford, 9 

a.m.; Pac-12 Networks

College football: Arizona at Stanford, 
noon; Fox (2); KNBR (1050 AM); KZSU 
(90.1 FM)

Sunday
Women’s volleyball: Oregon St. at 

Stanford, 2 p.m.; Pac-12 Networks; KZSU 
(90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

PREP ALUMS . . . Santa Clara 

University keeper Larry Jackson 
has helped the Broncos post three 

consecutive shutout victories, and 

four-straight wins overall. On Monday, 

CollegeSportsMadness.com named 

Jackson its West Coast Player of the 

Week in men’s soccer. Jackson, a 

senior from East Palo Alto, had eight 

saves last  weekend while keeping 

preseason WCC favorite San Diego 

and LMU off the scoreboard en route 

to a pair of SCU wins. The points 

were important for a Bronco team 

that began the season 1-4-0, but is 

now off to a 2-0-0 start in league play 

. . . Menlo School grad Jerry Rice Jr. 
saw some significant playing time for 

UCLA in its 42-14 Pac-12 victory over 

Colorado on Saturday, catching three 

passes for 30 yards. The opportunity 

opened up for Rice when starting 

wide receiver Devin Lucien broke his 

clavicle. He’ll be out eight to 10 weeks 

after having surgery this week . . . 

Castilleja grad Brenna Nelsen shot 

rounds of 77-77-73 to help Harvard 

finish second at the Nittany Lion 

Invitational on Sunday in University 

Park, Pa. Nelsen’s 73 on the final day 

helped the Crimson shoot a single 

day school record of 4-under-par 284. 

Nelsen and her teammates next will 

compete at the Stanford Invitational 

on Oct. 19 . . . Former Gunn High 

standout Medhi Ballouchy of the San 

Jose Earthquakes will be lost for the 

remainder of the season after tear-

ing the anterior cruciate ligament in 

his left knee during Saturday’s match 

against FC Dallas . . . Senior Allison 
Whitson from Palo Alto tied a career 

high in kills, but UC Davis was un-

able to protect a 2-1 match lead in 

a five-set Big West Conference loss 

to Cal State Fullerton on Saturday 

night. Whitson led UC Davis with 24 

kills to match her previous best, set 

against Utah Valley earlier this sea-

son. In Cambridge, Mass., Castilleja 

grad Taylor Docter had back-to-back 

matches of double digits as the Crim-

son split a pair of Ivy League matches 

on the weekend. On Friday, Docter 

had 18 kills and 12 digs in a five-set 

loss to Princeton. On Saturday, Docter 

finished with 14 kills and 10 digs as 

Harvard (1-2, 4-10) won its first league 

match with a triumph over Penn.

Stanford quarterback Josh Nunes, who competed less than 50 percent of his passes in a 17-13 loss at Washington 
last week, needs to be much better Saturday when the Cardinal hosts Arizona at noon in a homecoming game.

S
tephen B

rasher/isiphotos.com

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Gunn junior Caroline Anderson (right) has been the go-to offensive 
player for the Titans this season.

PREP WATER POLO

A chance
to be

memorable
Cardinal will celebrate 
homecoming on a day 
it has been unbeatable

by Rick Eymer

H istory shows that October 6 
holds special significance for 
the Stanford football program 

as the perhaps the most memorable 
date. The team’s 2007 upset of No. 
2 ranked USC — now recognized 
as one of the greatest college foot-
ball upsets of all time — cemented 
that date as the most hallowed one 
on the Stanford football calendar.

In the past 40 years, not only has 
Stanford won each time it has played 
a football game on October 6, the 
nature of each Cardinal win on that 
date has been truly remarkable.

Stanford hopes to add to that lega-
cy this Saturday in its homecoming 
game against Arizona in Stanford 
Stadium at noon. 

For No. 18 Stanford (1-1, 3-1) to 
make it a memorable day again, 
quarterback Josh Nunes, tight end 
Levine Toilolo and wide receiver 
Ty Montgomery will need rebound 
games. All three are more than 
capable of responding with huge 
games.

Stanford, however, will have to 
be much better than it was in last 
week’s 17-13 Pac-12 Conference 
loss at Washington, a setback Cardi-
nal coach David Shaw said belonged 
to everybody.

“It’s time we put it all together,” 

(continued on next page)

The tide is turning
in the Titans’ favor 

After years of being an also-ran, Gunn girls are now  
chasing titles while hoping to make waves in CCS 

by Keith Peters

F or many years, the Palo Alto-
Gunn rivalry in girls’ water 
polo wasn’t much of one. The 

teams did play each other, but the 
results were predictable as the Vi-
kings sailed to victories. 

Starting in 2000, Palo Alto beat 
Gunn 11 straight times. The second 
time the teams met in 2009, how-
ever, the streak finally ended and 
things haven’t been quite the same 
since.

Mark Hernandez was on board as 
head coach in 2009 and helped turn 
what had been a moribund program 
into a respectable one. 

Prior to his arrival, the Titans had 
never advanced past the first round 
of the Central Coast Section playoffs 
and, from 2000 to 2007, had missed 
them altogether. Under Hernandez, 
Gunn not only ended its lengthy los-
ing streak to Paly, but reached the 
CCS quarterfinals.

In 2010 and ‘11, Gunn reached the 

section semifinals — losing to the 
eventual champion each time.

The turnaround can be attributed 
to a number of factors. Having a 
full-time, on-campus teacher/coach 
like Hernandez helped. Finally get-
ting a new pool also was a huge 
improvement, as was getting play-
ers involved year round in aquatics 
— fall water polo, spring swimming 
and summer water polo. 

“They have about a month off in 
the fall, but that’s it,” Hernandez 
said.

A stable coaching staff was an-
other big factor, as was an upgraded 
schedule and victories over teams 
like Paly and Los Altos. 

“Slaying the dragon really 
helped,” Hernandez explained. “Los 
Altos had been a big nemesis for us 
every year.”

The dragon officially was felled 
last season when Gunn beat the Ea-

(continued on page 34)
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Shaw said. “We will go back to 
work and put guys in position to 
succeed. We have to throw the ball 
and we have to catch the ball. It’s as 
simple as that.”

Nunes completed less 
than 50 percent of his 
passes against the Hus-
kies, though there were 
several dropped passes, 
particularly deep throws 
to Toilolo and Montgom-
ery.

“Every ball he threw 
down field was perfect, 
except one,” Shaw said. 
“It’s not anything Josh 
can’t do and hasn’t done 
thousand times. It’s a two 
minute conversation. He 
missed one downfield throw, the last 
one of the game. He has a 6-8 guy 
he has a wide range of options there. 
One thing he can’t do is throw it too 
far down field.”

Nunes says its simply a matter of 
throwing the ball better.

“We’re definitely close,” he said. 
“The pass protection was really 
good in the game. It’s just a matter 
of upping our completion percent-
age. It is something very fixable. 
I just need to throw it better. I just 
have to get settled in early.”

The 6-8 Toilolo managed one re-
ception, and also fumbled. Montgom-

ery caught six passes, but for only 39 
yards. Both receivers are supposed to 
be deep threats capable of catching 
passes in a crowded end zone.

“We can’t have as many three and 
outs as we had (Stanford converted 
five of 18 third downs against Wash-
ington). We want to be a team that 
can really march down the field,” 

Nunes said. There is a 
mood of urgency but not 
to the point we need to 
rush or overcompensate.”

A victory over Arizona 
would erase any doubts 
lingering about a team 
that has BCS bowl game 
expectations. There’s still 
plenty of time to make a 
mark.

The Wildcats (0-2, 3-2) 
are coming off a wild 38-
35 loss to Oregon State 
and have their own his-

tory against Stanford. Until Wash-
ington held the Cardinal offense to 
zero touchdowns, it was Arizona, 
in 2006, which had that distinc-
tion. Arizona also held Stanford to 
its lowest offensive output in school 
history (52 yards) that year.

It’s been a lot different in recent 
years. The teams combined for over 
1,000 yards in Arizona’s win three 
years ago. Stanford dominated the 
past two years to the tune of a com-
bined 79-27 score. Andrew Luck 
threw for a combined 618 yards.

While history says October 6 pro-
vides memorable games for Stan-

ford, the Cardinal is looking for a 
victory on Saturday any way it can 
get it — especially after the disap-
pointing effort in Seattle.

“It’s not the end of the world,” 
Stanford senior nose guard Ter-
rence Stephens said. “After a loss 
you get up and be a man about it. 
You don’t sulk it. There’s no room 
to step backward.”

That was a sentiment shared by 
most of his teammates.

“You come back every single 
week and you have to play another 
game. You have to prepare the next 
week like you did before,” Cardinal 
linebacker Shayne Skov said. “We 
have been a sound team.”

And what about this Arizona 
team? The Wildcats average nearly 
35 points a game and 538.2 offen-
sive yards per contest.

“They do a good job keeping the 
ball between the running back and 
the quarterback,” Skov said. “It’s a 
little annoying when teams are go-
ing sideline to sideline. It’s like bas-
ketball on grass.”

Senior tight end Zach Ertz con-
tinues to be a shining light after re-
cording a career-high 106 yards on 
six catches against the Huskies. He’s 
the team leader with 15 receptions 
(with Montgomery) and 252 recep-
tion yards.

There’s nothing wrong with Stan-
ford’s defense either. It still leads the 
Pac -12 in rushing defense (65.2) 
and is second in scoring defense 
(15.2). 

Homecoming
(continued from previous page)

STANFORD’S LEGACY OF OCT. 6 GAMES

Here is a summary of some of the most remarkable and memorable 
October 6 games, both home and away:

1973 (Champaign, Ill.)
Stanford 24, Illinois 0

road shutout win.

by without a Stanford team 
equaling that rare nonconference 
road game achievement.

1979 (Stanford)
Stanford 27, UCLA 24

field goal on the last play to win 
the game for Stanford. The ball 
hit the left upright as it went 
through the goalposts, clearing 
the crossbar by just three feet.

key on the pressure play; the 
snapper was Mike Teeuws and 
the holder was John Elway.

1984 (Pasadena)
Stanford 20, UCLA 17

-
terback Fred Buckley, subbing 
for injured starter John Paye, 
steered Stanford to an upset win 
at the Rose Bowl over a heavily 
favored UCLA team that would 
finish 9-3.

is always a prize, and was fairly 

rare in that decade of Stanford 
football.

1990 (Notre Dame, Ind.)
Stanford 36, Notre Dame 31

by running back Tommy Vard-
ell helped the Cardinal overturn 
the nation’s top-ranked team at 
Notre Dame Stadium. “Touch-
down Tommy” became a well-
known moniker not only on the 
Stanford campus but throughout 
the college football world.

2007 (Los Angeles)
Stanford 24, USC 23

Angeles Coliseum and it was 
as David vs. Goliath as any 
Stanford-USC matchup has ever 
been.

defeat. The game-winning, fi-
nal-minute, Tavita Pritchard-to-
Mark Bradford touchdown pass 
has been replayed thousands of 
times on television and the game 
earned a prominent spot in the 
list of all-time upsets in any 
sport.

– John Platz

CELEBRATING STANFORD’S OLYMPIANS

Being honored during halftime ceremonies of Stanford’s 
homecoming football game Saturday against Arizona will be this 
representative group of Cardinal Olympians.

John Gall (Baseball)

Andrew (A.J.) Hinch (Baseball)

Barbra Fontana (Beach volleyball)

Christine Thorburn (Cycling)

Katrin Tobin (Cycling, alternate)

Kristian Ipsen (Diviing)

Cassidy Krug (Diving)

Nina Ligon (Equestrian)

Alexander Massialas (Fencing)

Kent Mitchell (Rowing)

Eleanor Logan (Rowing)

David Banks (Rowing)

Ted Huang (Sailing)

Rachel Buehler (Soccer)

Jeff Kostoff (Swimming)

Marybeth Dorst (Swimming)

Bridget Finn (Swimming)

Wade Flemons (Swimming)

John Moffet (Swimming)

Edward Parenti (Swimming)

John Simons (Swimming)

David Sims (Swimming)

Dana Kirk (Swimming)

James Gaughran  
(Swimming, water polo)

Brian Job (Swimming)

Anthony Mosse (Swimming)

Julia Smit (Swimming)

Sharon Clark (Swimming)

Elaine (Breeden) Penrose (Swimming)

Anne Cribbs (Swimming)

Linda Wittwer (Swimming)

Roy Perkins (Paralympic swimming)

Pablo Morales (Swimming)

Maria Koroleva  
(Synchronized swimming)

Erin McGregor  
(Synchronized swimming)

Courtenay Stewart  
(Synchronized swimming)

Alex O’Brien (Tennis)

Nancy Ditz (Track and field)

Jackie Edwards (Track and field)

Brad Hauser (Track and field)

Katerina Stefanidi (Track and field)

Steven Solomon (Track and field)

Chryste Gaines (Track and field)

Gabe Gardner (Volleyball)

Kristin (Klein) Keefe (Volleyball)

Ogonna Nnamani (Volleyball)

Jon Root (Volleyball)

Jody Campbell (Water polo)

Annika Dries (Water polo)

Alison Gregorka (Water polo)

Alan Mouchawar (Water polo)

Gary Sheerer (Water polo)

Chris Dorst (Water polo)

Erich Fischer (Water polo)

John Tanner (Water polo, coach)

Melissa Seidemann (water polo)

Maggie Steffens (water polo)

Brenda Villa (water polo)

Stanford Olympians have their day
as life returns to normal (sort of)

by Rick Eymer

R oy Perkins learned how to 
swim when he was 12 years 
old. He was setting American 

records by the time he was 13. Five 
years later he became a Paralympic 
medalist.

Perkins, born without hands and 
feet, exemplifies the devotion to a 
sport and to the leading of an ex-
traordinary life. At age 22, the Stan-
ford junior won four medals at the 
2012 London Parlympic Games. He 
won two medals at the 2008 Beijing 
Games.

Those are 
in addition to 
his six World 
Championship 
and Pan Am 
medals won in 
2006 and 2010. 
This is no ordi-
nary athlete.

“I’ve met a 
lot of kids over 
the years who 
swim,” Per-
kins said. “I enjoy following them, 
seeing how they are doing. I’d like 
to see more people recruited for the 
Paralympics.”

Perkins, born in Washington D.C., 
attended The Bishop’s School in San 
Diego, where he competed for the 
school’s swimming team for a short 
time.

Since becoming a swimmer, Per-
kins works out about two hours a 
day, usually with a club team. He 
has worked out with Stanford on oc-
casion, but normally sticks with the 
Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics club 
team, working under the direction 
of Scott Shea.

-

letes in London over the summer, 

such Games. Perkins finished with 
two silver medals and a bronze med-
al. He won a gold medal in 2008.

“I think the attention it brings 
to kids is a good thing,” 
Perkins said. “I was influ-
enced by Melanie Bend, 
who had a similar disabil-
ity.”

There’s no question Per-
kins has influenced others. 
He gets to see kids wher-
ever he goes.

“The exposure is great 
and it has drawn a lot of 
attention to the Paralym-
pics,” Perkins said of ath-
letes such as Oscar Pistorius, the 
double amputee who competed in 
both the Olympics and Paralym-
pics in track and field. “It’s a great 
story.”

Perkins took a year off from 
school to focus on his train-
ing for London. He recently 
declared his major as Earth 
Systems, which can be a lot 
of things beside environ-
mental. 

He’s looking forward to 
the next World Champion-
ship meet and a chance to 
add a few more medals to 
his collection at the 2016 
Rio de Janeiro Games.

Perkins was one of sev-
eral Olympic athletes who returned 
to normal student life last week at 
Stanford and took part in an Olym-
pic Day. He’ll join a large contingent 
of Stanford Olympians to be hon-
ored during halftime at Saturday’s 
Stanford-Arizona football game at 
Stanford Stadium.

Maggie Steffens, Annika Dries 
and Melissa Seidemann each re-
turned with a gold medal after help-
ing the United States women’s water 
polo team win the top prize in Lon-
don for the first time ever.

Steffens is currently the 
greatest offensive player 
in the world after leading 
all Olympians in goals 
(21) in London. She set 
an Olympic record with 
seven goals in one match.

Synchronized swimmer 

for her final year at Stan-

Vaculik returns for her 
sophomore year, while 

track athlete Steven Solomon and 
Steffens are making their collegiate 
debuts.

Solomon competed for Austra-
lia, making the finals in the men’s 

Canada to a surprising 
fifth-place finish in team 
competition.

The water polo players 
drew thousands of fans 
when making appear-
ances in the U.S., and 
that included a sold out 
Avery Aquatic Center 
over the summer in an 
exhibition game against 
Hungary.

East Bay residents 
Steffens and Seidemann, in par-
ticular, get noticed when walking 
around town.

“Some kids, and parents, will run 
up and say ‘are you Maggie Stef-
fens?’ and get so excited,” Steffens 
said. “That’s a lot of fun.”

Added Seidemann: “We can re-

Roy Perkins

Kristina Vaculik

David Shaw

Mariya Koroleva

late to the process. We went to the 
same schools and played for the 
same teams. That connects the wa-
ter polo community and that’s cool 
for sure.”

While Steffens and Dries have 
their gold medals safely locked up, 
Seidemann brought hers to school 

-
rian could show it off to friends dur-
ing a recent Stanford-UCLA charity 
golf event.

Stanford grad Brenda Villa, who 

retired following the Olympics but 
remains coaching the Castilleja 
water polo team, helped make it 
all special for the current Stanford 
players.

“I stood on the podium between 
her and Heather Petri (who also 
retired after four Olympics) and 
I could feel their energy,” Seide-
mann said. “All the hard work 
the past 20 years ended in a gold 
medal and I can’t think of anything 
cooler.” 
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Katelyn Doherty
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Maddie Huber*
Menlo volleyball

Shelby Knowles*
Palo Alto volleyball

Kelly Moran
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Stephanie Swan
Priory volleyball

Anna Zhou
Gunn golf

Nick Bisconti
Menlo water polo

Travis Chambers
Menlo football

Andre Guzman
Gunn football

Jack Heneghan
Menlo football

Michael Holloway
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Bret Pinsker
Palo Alto water polo

Honorable mention

Marine Hall-Poirier
Priory School

The junior outside hitter had 
84 kills during a 5-1 vol-
leyball week, including 24 
kills and 11 digs in a win 
over Castilleja plus 49 kills 
to help the Panthers go 4-0 
and win the Mt. Madonna 
Invitational title.

Will Runkel
Sacred Heart Prep

The senior water polo goalie 
had 62 saves during a 
5-0 week that included 18 
blocks in the championship 
match of the NCS vs. CCS 
Challenge as SHP posted a 
7-6 win to cap a 4-0 perfor-
mance in the tournament.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

gles in the team’s second meeting 
during the regular season and again 
in the playoffs while winning both 
SCVAL De Anza Division titles for 
the first time.

Gunn went 11-1 in league last 
season on the way to finishing 21-7, 
both the best marks in program his-
tory. The Titans, however, are on 
their way to improving upon both.

The Titans’ 6-4 victory over host 
Palo Alto on Tuesday moved Gunn 
to 6-0 and atop the division strand-
ings and 10-3 overall. 
Since Gunn never has 
reached the CCS fi-
nals, there are plenty 
of goals to achieve 
this season.

“We have a bunch 
of good girls,” said 
Hernandez. “Every-
one is on the same 
page. We’re not as ex-
plosive (as last year). 
But, this team plays 
well together.”  

It will have to be-
cause the Titans are 
no longer the under-
dogs in most games. 
The hunter now has become the 
hunted. 

“I’m not used to coaching that 
way,” Hernandez said. 

Hernandez also has been forced 
the change the game plan a bit.

“That’s what so fun about coach-
ing high school,” said Hernandez. 
“You get (and have) to re-invent 
yourself every year. This year, for 
example, we may not have the fire-
power we’ve had in the past years 
— we lost three of our top four 
goal-scorers from last year, includ-
ing Elizabeth Anderson (now play-
ing for Santa Clara University) — 
but we’re re-defining ourselves as a 
defensive-minded team.”

Gunn turned in a fine defensive 
effort against Palo Alto while get-
ting its most balanced scoring effort 
of the season to beat the Vikings 
(4-2, 8-7) for the fifth time in the 
past seven meetings.

Palo Alto did win a battle, holding 
Gunn scoring leader Caroline An-
derson to just one goal. The Titans, 
however, got solo goals from Lau-
ren Lesyna, Maggie Sockness, Nia 
Gardner and Erica Watkins — plus 
a goal from Paly — in pulling out 
the important victory.

The own goal came in the fourth 
quarter with Gunn holding a 4-2 
lead. Anderson had the ball in 
front of the Paly cage, before it got 
knocked loose and then inadvertent-
ly swept into the cage by the Paly 
goalie.

The Vikings bounced back and 
made it 5-3 on senior Martine 
LeClerc’s second goal, but Watkins 
provided some insurance with a goal 
from outside with 2:45 left. Paly’s 
Tara Lawrence found the cage with 
2:25 to play for a 6-4 match, but 
Gunn’s defense stiffened and con-
trolled play the rest of the way.

Paly did a good job of limiting 
Anderson’s offense by double-team-
ing the junior nearly every time she 
touched the ball. Lesyna also drew 
attention from two of three Paly 
defenders at the 2-meter position, 
forcing other Titans to step up. For-

tunately for Hernandez, he got just 
enough.

Defensively, Gunn tried to force 
Paly to shoot from the outside and 
was successful to a point —  LeClerc 
got her goal from way outside after 
finding herself unguarded. That tied 
the match at 2 in the second quarter. 
It remained that way until Ander-
son scored her only goal with 3:34 
left in the third period. The Titans 
pulled away from there with sopho-
more goalie Sam Acker making a 
handful of saves.

Both teams struggled with their 
offense, partially due to the defens-
es, and Hernandez acknowledged 

that other players will 
have to be involved in 
order to take the pres-
sure off Anderson, 
a junior lefty who 
can light it up if left 
open.

And while Her-
nandez was hesitant 
to compare last sea-
son with this year, 
he did acknowledge 
one difference in the 
squads.

“Last year’s team 
probably played its 
best game in Septem-
ber, when we lost to 

Campolindo,” he said. “This team’s 
best game should be in November.”

The CCS finals are November 
17.

In other girls’ water polo action 
this week:

Menlo-Atherton got 12 saves 
from goalie Sierra Sheeper and 
three goals each from Kiki Canny, 
Sophia Caryotakis, Sami Henze and 
Jenna Swatz in a 17-9 win over vis-
iting Burlingame to open the PAL 
Bay Division season on Wednesday. 
Jessica Heilman had nine steals to 
help spark the offense. 

Castilleja bounced back from a 
loss to host Sacred Heart Prep on 
Tuesday with a 17-6 dunking of 
visiting Aragon in a PAL Bay Divi-
sion opener on Wednesday. Stepha-
nie Flamen and Fernanda Kramer 
each tallied four goals for the Ga-
tors (6-4) with Grace Arnold adding 
three.

A day earlier, host Sacred Heart 
Prep got 10 goalie saves from Kelly 
Moran and a pair of goals from Cait-
lin Stuewe in a 7-3 nonleague win 
over Castilleja. SHP (9-4) grabbed 
a 5-1 halftime lead, blanking the 
visitors in the first and third peri-
ods. Anna Yu tallied a pair of goals 
for Castilleja..

Also in Atherton, Kaelen Dunn 
scored five goals and Audrey Flower 
added four, but it still wasn’t enough 
as host Menlo School dropped a 12-
10 decision to Mercy-Burlingame 
in PAL Ocean Division play. The 
Knights (4-2, 5-5) fell behind by 7-2 
at halftime before putting on a late 
rally that fell short.

Boys’ water polo
Menlo-Atherton opened its PAL 

Bay Division season with a 17-5 
dunking of visiting Burlingame on 
Wednesday. Zach Cogan, Zach Deal 
and Harrison Holland-McCowan 
all scored three goals for the Bears 
(1-0, 7-7).

On Tuesday:
With senior Bret Pinsker scoring 

Water polo
(continued from page 32)
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Mark Hernandez
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Showdown
looms in 
volleyball
Paly girls next face  

Los Gatos, the last team  
to beat the Vikings 

by Keith Peters

P alo Alto girls’ volleyball 
coach Dave Winn is not one 
to look past matches. Thus, 

hosting Los Altos last night was the 
next important step forward for the 
Vikings this week.

Yet, there is a very big match 
looming on Tuesday at Los Gatos 
and Winn likely has that one on his 
mind.

If the Vikings and Wildcats both 
won on Thursday, they’ll be one-
two in the SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion heading into their next match 
in Los Gatos at 6:45 p.m.

That showdown was expected to 
be between two undefeated teams, 
but Los Gatos was upended by 
Homestead on Tuesday and fell into 
a second-place tie with the Mus-
tangs, both at 4-1. Thus, the Vikings 
were in sole possession of first place 
heading into the Los Altos match.

The last time Paly lost a league 
match, it was on the road to the 
Wildcats on Oct. 21, 2010. It was 
the Vikings’ only loss in a 41-1 state 
championship season. Since then, 
Paly has won 20 straight division 
matches.

The latest came Tuesday night 
in San Jose as Paly defeated host 
Lynbrook, 25-15, 25-19, 25-13, to 
improve to 5-0 in league (16-3 over-
all). 

Bella Graves had eight kills in 
only nine swings and added three 
blocks to help spark the two-time 
defending state champion Vikings. 
Senior co-captain Shelby Knowles 
also added eight kills with junior 
Becca Raffel adding seven. Senior 
co-captain Sophia Bono finished 
with 24 assists while junior Keri 
Gee contributed 12 digs.

Elsewhere in SCVAL De Anza 
Division action, host Gunn snapped 
a two-match losing streak by hand-
ing Mountain View a 20-25, 25-19, 
25-21, 27-25 defeat. The Titans im-
proved to 2-3 (9-8 overall).

Gunn served up 12 aces, four by 
libero Mika  Munch, while keep-
ing in the thick of the division race. 
Lena Latour had a match-high 17 
kills while Gunn teammate Erica 
Johnston added 11.

In Portola Valley, serving and ef-
fective blocking led Menlo School 
(3-0, 14-5) to a 3-0 victory over 
host Priory in West Bay Athletic 
League (Foothill Division) match. 
Maddie Huber and Maddy Frappier 
led the attack with 11 kills each in 
the Knights’ 25-20, 25-20, 25-14 
victory.

Priory libero Michaela Koval had 
14 digs for the Panthers (1-2, 14-5).

In Atherton, host Sacred Heart 
Prep got 13 kills and seven blocks 
from senior Payton Smith in a 25-
22, 29-27, 25-16 victory over Cas-
tilleja in WBAL Foothill Division 

action. Ellie Shannon added nine 
kills and six blocks while fellow 
senior Sonia Abuel-Saud finished 
with seven kills and 10 digs for the 
Gators (3-0, 18-2).

Helen Gannon (15 digs) and fel-
low senior Cammie Merten (19 as-
sists) also contributed to the Gators’ 
victory. Lucy Tashman led Castilleja 
(0-3, 11-11) with 11 kills, nine digs 
and four blocks.

In the PAL Bay Division, host 
Menlo-Atherton (5-0, 12-5) got 
eight kills from Ally Ostrow and 
Saane Fakalata in a 25-14, 25-16, 
25-21 victory over visiting Hills-
dale. The Bears played without in-
jured Ali Spindt and Mele Moimoi 
(family commitment), but still had 
plenty of firepower to remain tied 
for first place with Carlmont.

Katelyn Doherty added 20 assists, 
17 digs and six kills while Kaitlin 
Tavarez finished with 16 assists for 
the Bears. 

Football
Menlo School, Sacred Heart Prep, 

Gunn and Menlo-Atherton will 
be looking to keep their winning 
streaks intact while Palo Alto will 
be hoping to start one during league 
matchups on Friday.

Sacred Heart Prep (4-0) will open 

its PAL Bay Division season against 
visiting Burlingame at 3 p.m., look-
ing for its first 5-0 start since going 
8-0 in 2008. The Panthers, how-
ever, have a history of ending SHP 
streaks, upending the Gators after 
four wins in 2010 following a bye 
week by SHP. Coincidently, the Ga-
tors had a bye last week.

Menlo, coming off a 40-0 non-
league win over Mills, will put 
its 4-0 mark on the line in a PAL 
Ocean Division opener on Friday at 
Woodside at 7 p.m.

Menlo-Atherton (2-2) will open 
PAL Bay Division action Friday 
(7 p.m.) against visiting Aragon in 
a battle of possible title contend-
ers. The Bears tuned up with a 13-7 
nonleague win over South San Fran-
cisco last week.

Gunn (1-0, 3-2) will visit Harker 
on Friday (7:30 p.m.) after beat-
ing Lynbrook 20-12, to open the 
SCVAL El Camino Division season 
last week. 

Palo Alto, coming off a 24-19 loss 
in its SCVAL De Anza Division 
opener to Milpitas last week, takes 
a 2-2 overall mark to Homestead on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., hoping to gain 
some momentum with big games 
coming up against Wilcox and Los 
Gatos. 
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Roller coasters andmatching accessories

Peanut butter and growling dogs

Golf and getting along with her big sister

That shekeeps this smile every day  

RSVP Today!

A Place to Heal with Hyperbaric Oxygen
Hyperbaric Oxygen Treats:

We’ve specialized in wound healing for 15 years PALO ALTO/LOS ALTOS

650.567.9110

SAN JOSE/LOS GATOS

408.356.7438www.oxygenheals.com

FREE 
CONSULTATION 
WITH THIS AD

Why Home Care Assistance Is The 
Leading Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

  We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who  
    are trained in our Balanced Care MethodTM of promoting        
    healthy aging.

  We provide culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La         
    Table to improve their skills and our clients’ meals.

  Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care,   
    which is a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call us for a FREE consultation:
650-462-6900
1-866-4-LiveIn (454-8346)
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA

five goals, host Palo Alto handed 
rival Gunn a 17-7 defeat in SCVAL 
De Anza Division action.

The Vikings (4-2, 10-4), coming 
off a 4-0 finish in the lower division 
of the NCS vs. CCS Challenge last 
weekend, pulled away from a one-
goal advantage after one quarter 
with six goals in the second period 
to grab a 9-3 halftime advantage.

Senior Quinn Rockwell added 
three goals while seniors Nolan Per-
la-Ward and Brian Berry added two 
goals each. Coby Wayne and Spen-
cer Miner each tallied two goals to 
pace the Titans. 

In Belmont, Nick Bisconti scored 
six goals as Menlo School opened 
its PAL Bay Division season with 
a 19-4 victory over host Carlmont. 
Every field player for the Knights 
(8-4) scored a goal. In addition, 11 
players added assists and 11 players 
had steals, with Alexander Carlisle 
leading the team with four. 

In Redwood City, Kyle Walden 
scored five goals for Priory in a 16-9 
loss to host Sequoia in a PAL Ocean 
Division match. Mike Schembri and 
Will Xu each added two goals for 
the Panthers (0-6), who led by 3-1 
after one quarter and were tied at 
the half, 5-5, before the Cherokees 
pulled away. 

Sacred Heart Prep, meanwhile, 
will be hitting the tournament road 
again this weekend at the S&R 
Sport tourney in Irvine. The Gators 
went 2-2 in this event last year, but 
will be bringing plenty of momen-
tum this time after going 4-0 and 
winning the NCS vs. CCS Chal-
lenge last weekend.

It wasn’t the best performance he 
had seen from his team, but Gators’ 
coach Brian Kreutzkamp was more 
than pleased with the results.

“I didn’t think we played great,” 
he said, “but I’m glad we found a 
way to win.”

Sacred Heart 
Prep (9-2) did 
enough good 
things and did 
them at the 
right time to 
come away 
with a 7-6 vic-
tory over San 
Ramon Valley 
in the champi-
onship match 
of the 32-team 
event that wrapped up Saturday at 
St. Francis High in Mountain View.

Stanford-bound Michael Hollo-
way scored three goals, including 
the eventual winner with just under 
a minute to play, and fellow senior 
Will Runkel came up with 18 blocks 
— including two 5-meter penalty 
shots. 

The Gators opened with an 18-2 
win over Monte Vista (Danville) 
on Friday before beating neighbor-
hood rival Menlo-Atherton, 10-3, 
in the quarterfinals. SHP reached 
the finals with an 11-2 win over Las 
Lomas in the semifinals earlier in 
the day as Runkel finished with 16 
saves. He wound up with 53 blocks 
on the weekend.

Elsewhere in the tournament:
Palo Alto went 4-0 in the lower 

bracket and finished 17th following 
a pair of victories on Saturday. In 
the third round, the Vikings (9-4) 
defeated St. Ignatius, 11-9, behind 

(continued from previous page) four goals by Bret Pinsker. In the 
final round, Paly held off Soquel, 
7-5, as Pinsker added three more 
goals. He finished with 15 goals for 
the tourney.

Menlo-Atherton lost a pair of 
matches on Saturday — 12-11 to 
Acalanes and 15-8 to Bellarmine 
— but, because the Bears won their 
opener on Friday, they finished 
eighth in the higher bracket.

Menlo School finished 3-1 fol-
lowing an 8-6 win over Campolindo 
and a 6-5 triumph over Los Altos on 
Saturday in the consolation finals. 
The Knights wound up ninth in the4 
upper bracket. Nick Bisconti tallied 
nine goals in the four matches for 
Menlo. 

Will Runkel
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Axis of Light

(60 min) Algeria/France/Iran/Jordan/

Lebanon/Tunisia/UK

Director: Nichola Bruce, Pia Getty

Producer: Pia Getty
 

Through the work of eight 

leading artists, discover the 

beauty and mystery of the 

Middle East
Thursday, 10/25, 4:00pm (Session XXIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

The Barber of Birmingham: 

Foot Soldier of the Silver Rights 

Movement
(26 min) USA

Director: Gail Dolgin, Robin Fryday

Producer: Gail Dolgin 

The colorful and coura-

geous activist of the Civil 

Rights era
Sunday, 10/28, 1:15pm (Session XXXI)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Beneath the Blindfold

(80 min) Colombia/Iraq/Liberia/USA

Directors/Producers: Kathy Berger 

and Ines Sommer  

Four torture survivors 

struggle through the daunting 

steps of rebuilding their lives.

Wednesday, 10/24, 8:15pm (Session XX)

Stanford University: Stanford Medical School 

(Li Ka Shing Center Building), 291Campus Dr.

Bidder 70

(73 min) USA

Directors/Producers: Beth Gage, 

George Gage 

Bidder #70 derailed the 

Bush Administration's 

widely disputed Oil and Gas 

lease auction….
Saturday, 10/20, 1:30pm (Session V)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

A Declaration of 

Interdependence
(4 min) USA

Director: Tiffany Shlain

Producer: Sawyer Steele

People around the world 

declaring their interdepen-

dence in language
Thursday, 10/25, 3:50pm (Session XXIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Difficult Love

(48 min) South Africa

Director: Peter Goldsmid, 

Zanele Muholi

Producer: Peter Goldsmid

A highly personal take on 

the challenges facing black 

lesbians in South Africa…
Thursday, 10/25, 7:00pm (Session XXIV)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Doctors of the Dark Side

(73 min) Iraq/USA

Director/Producer: Martha Davis

Detainee torture documents; 
what has been called the 
greatest scandal in American 

medical ethics.

Wednesday, 10/24, 6:00pm (Session XX)

Stanford University: Stanford Medical School 

(Li Ka Shing Center Building), 291Campus Dr.

Don Severo del Puente

(6 min) Bolivia/Canada

Directors/Producers: Wapikoni 

A compassionate look into the 

fate of an isolated man due to 

speech problems.

Sunday, 10/28, 1:00pm (Session XXXI)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium, Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Blank Canvas 

(3 min) USA

Director/Producer: Sarah Berkovich 

With a devastating diagnosis 

for uterine cancer, Kim turns her 

baldness into a blank cavas for 

self-expression.

Thursday, 10/25, 3:40pm (Session XXIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr

Buffalo Girls

(64 min) Thailand/USA

Director: Todd Kellstein

Producer: Jonathon Ker, Lanette 

Phillips

The wrenching story of two 

eight-year-old Thai girls seeking 

their country’s national Muay 

Thai Boxing championship.

Tuesday, 10/23, 1:45pm (Session XV)

Palo Alto: Girls Middle School, 

3400 W. Bayshore Rd.

California State of Mind: The 

Legacy of Pat Brown
(90 min) USA

Director: Sascha Rice 

Producer: Hilary Armstrong, Julie 

Mintz, Sascha Rice

How one man rose against 

insurmountable obstacles 

and shaped the future of 

modern California.
Sunday, 10/21, 5:40pm (Session XI)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Call Me Kuchu

(87 min) Uganda/USA

Director: Katherine Fairfax- Wright, 

Malika Zouhali- Worrall

Producer: Malika Zouhali- Worrall 

David Kato labors to repeal 

Uganda’s homophobic laws 
Saturday, 10/27, 8:45pm (Session XXX)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Empress Hotel

(85 min) USA

Director: Allie Light and Irving Saraf 

Producer: Roberta Goodman 

Witness the daily struggles and 
rewards involved in beginning 
anew, creating community and 

possibly transforming a life.

Thursday, 10/25, 8:00pm (Session XXV)

San Jose: Cardea Center For Women, 

1922 Alameda

Escape

(20 min) Kenya/USA

Director: Marvi Lacar

Producer: Lisa Santoro 

The rescue and rehabilitation of 
Maasai girls who have under-
gone female genital mutilation 
and early marriage.

Thursday, 10/25, 7:30pm (Session XXV)

San Jose: Cardea Center For Women, 

1922 Alameda

A Flicker in Eternity

(26 min) Japan/USA

Director: Ann Kaneko, Sharon Yamato

Producer: Joanne Oppenheim

The chronicles of a young 

boy living behind barbed 

wire from 1942-44
Saturday, 10/27, 11:15am (Session XXVIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Going Up the Stairs

(52 min) Iran/France

Director: Rokhsareh Ghaemmaghami

A surprisingly funny portrait 

of an unlikely Iranian artist 

who refuses to be stifled 
Saturday, 10/20, 4:30pm (Session VI)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Captive Radio

(23 min) Colombia

Director/Producer: Lauren Rosenfeld 

Two families use a unique radio 

program to communicate with 

loved ones held hostage by reb-

el guerilla groups in Columbia..

Wednesday, 10/24, 8:30pm (Session XXII)

San Francisco: Variety Theatre, 582 Market St.

Catherine the Great

(5 min) Israel

Director/Producer: Anna Kuntsman

A personal account of hu-

man trafficking in Israel.
Monday, 10/22, 4:00pm (Session XIII)

Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute 

For International Studies Encina Hall, 

616 Serra St.

Color Blind

(23 min) USA

Director: Khadija Diakite

Producer: Conor Fetting- Smith, 

Katrella N. Kindred

An intimate glimpse into the 

experience of families who 

have adopted across cultural 

and racial lines.

Tuesday, 10/23, 6:10pm (Session XVII)

Palo Alto: Girls Middle School, 

3400 W. Bayshore Rd.

The Crime of Boris Pasternak

(57 min) France/Italy/Russia/Sweden/

USA

Director/Producer: 

Svetlana Rezvushkina

Steeped in mystery and rumors,  

the novel Doctor Zhivago was 

written and published in the west, 

yet denied in the former U.S.S.R.

Tuesday, 10/23, 8:00pm (Session XIX)

Palo Alto: Oshman Family Jewish Community 

Center, 3921 Fabian Way

Greedy Lying Bastards
(100 min) Nigeria/Peru/Tuvalu/Uganda/USA

Director: Craig Rosebraugh

Producer: Craig Rosebraugh, Patrick Gam-

buti Jr., Marianna Yarovskaya, Sanora Bar-

tels, Catalina Rodriquez, Brittany Graham, 

Prudence Arndt, Jeremy Chilvers

A searing indictment of 

the influence, deceit and 

corruption that defines the 

fossil fuel industry.
Friday, 10/19, 9:30pm (Session IV)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Hazaribagh, Toxic Leather

(52 min) Bangladesh/France

Director: Elise Darblay, 

Eric de Lavarene

Producer: Veronique Mauduy 

The leather-producing area 

of Hazaribagh has become a 

sanitary and environmental 

issue
Wednesday, 10/24, 9:10pm (Session XXII)

San Francisco: Variety Theatre, 582 Market St.

Herman’s House

(81 min) Canada/USA

Director: Angad Bhalla

Producer: Lisa Valencia-Svensson

... builds a dream in the struggle 
to end the cruel and unusual 
punishment of long-term soli-
tary confinement.

Thursday, 10/25, 8:10pm (Session XXIV)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Imagining Emanuel

(52 min) Liberia/Norway

Director: Thomas A. Østbye

Producer: Kristine Ann Skaret 

Residing illegally in Norway, 

Emanuel tries to return to his 

homeland without success.
Wednesday, 10/24, 6:20pm (Session XXI)

San Francisco: Variety Theatre, 582 Market St.

Day in Our Bay: Voices & Views 

from Bristol Bay
(16 min) USA

Director: Mary Katzke, 

Sonya Senkowsky

Producer: Mary Katzke

The tradition of storytelling is 

shared by the voices, views 

and values of the Bristol Bay 

shareholders.

Tuesday, 10/23, 5:15pm (Session XVII)

East Palo Alto: Boys & Girls Clubs, Moldaw-

Zaffaroni Clubhouse, 2031 Pulgas Ave.

A Day in the Water Life

(5 min) Canada

Director/Producer: 

Christopher McEnroe

Follow an average guy 

through the day shows 

how much water is used 

everyday.
Sunday, 10/21, 1:15pm (Session IX)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

In Short Supply: Small Farmers 
and the Struggle to Deliver Healthy 
Food to Your Plate

(13 min) USA
Director/Producer: 
Laura Elizabeth Pohl and Brad Horn

The American food system 

does not make it easy for 

small farmers to get their 

produce to your home...
Sunday, 10/21, 3:00pm (Session X)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Inocente

(40 min) USA

Director: Andrea Fine, Sean Fine

Producer: Yael Melamede, Andrea 

Fine, Sean Fine, Emanuel Michael, 

Albie Hecht 

A timeless story about the 
transformative power of art 
and a snapshot of the new face 
of homelessness in America: 

Children.

Tuesday, 10/23, 3:20pm (Session XVI)

East Palo Alto: Eastside Theater, 1041 Myrtle St.
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Irena Sendler: In the Name of 

Their Mothers
(60 min) Poland/UK/USA
Director: Mary Skinner
Producer: Mary Skinner, Betsy Bayha, Piotr 
Piwowarczyk, Richard Wormser, Jan Leg-
nitto, Paul Mitchell, Richard Adams 

A Catholic social worker 
smuggles aid in and orphaned 

children out of Warsaw’s ghetto

Tuesday, 10/23, 8:00pm (Session XIX)

Palo Alto: Oshman Family Jewish Community 

Center, 3921 Fabian Way

Journey of a Red Fridge

(54 min) Nepal/Serbia

Directors/Producers: Lucian Muntean 

and Natasa Muntean 

17 year old Hari Rai treks 

from village to village in the 

Himalayas with cargo on 

his back
Sunday, 10/21, 1:30pm (Session IX)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Karama Has No Walls

(26 min) Yemen/UK

Director: Sara Ishaq

Producer: Sara Ishaq and 

Hot Spot Films   

The tragic events that took 
place on Friday of Dignity 
marked a turning point in Ye-

men’s revolution.

Friday, 10/26, 8:30pm (Session XXVII)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium, Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Little Mom

(17 min) USA

Director/Producer: Maria Fortiz-Morse  

What happens when chil-

dren become caregivers for 

disabled family members
Tuesday, 10/23, 1:15pm (Session XV)

Palo Alto: Girls Middle School, 

3400 W. Bayshore Rd.

Rainman Goes to RocKwiz

(30 min) Australia 

Director: Russell Kilbey

Producer: Russell Kilbey, Amy Scully, 

Ian Walker 

A nearly blind recluse with As-
perger’s Syndrome breaks out 
of his constrictive routine with 

his amazing music..

Saturday, 10/20, 6:20pm (Session VII)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Rebels With a Cause

(75 min) USA

Directors/Producers: Nancy Kelly and 

Kenji Yamamoto

Determination and frontier 

spirit saved acres of park-

land from development…
Monday, 10/22, 6:45pm (Session XIV)

Palo Alto: Aol Patch, 395 Page Mill Rd.

The Red Button

(52 min) Poland/Russia/USA 

Director: Ewa Pieta, Miroslaw Grubek

Producer: Slawomir Grunberg, 

Miroslaw Grubek 

The dramatic story of 

Stanislaw Petrov who in 

1983 helped save the world 

from atomic war…
Thursday, 10/18, 8:30pm (Session I)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Reportero

(71 min) Mexico/USA 

Director/Producer: Bernardo Ruiz 

Follow veteran reporters at 
ZETA in Tijuana, at one of the 
most deadly places in the 
world..

Friday, 10/26, 6:40pm (Session XXVI)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

The Lord Is Not On Trial Here 

Today

(57 min) USA

Director: Jay Rosenstein

Producer: Jay Rosenstein

...behind one of the most important 
First Amendment cases in US His-
tory that established the separa-
tion of church and state in public 
schools

Tuesday, 10/23, 4:10pm (Session XVI)

East Palo Alto: Eastside Theater, 1041 Myrtle St.

Love Free of Die

(83 min) USA

Director: Macky Alston

A man with two defining 

passions in direct conflict: 

his love for God and his 

partner Mark.
Friday, 10/19, 4:00pm (Session II)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

The Loving Story

(78 min) USA

Director: Nancy Buirski

Producer: Nancy Buirski and 

Elisabeth Haviland James 

The story of the drama, history 
and current state of interracial 
marriage and tolerance in the 

United States.

Sunday, 10/28, 2:00pm (Session XXXI)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Mexican Cuisine

(5 min) Mexico/Spain/USA

Director: Francisco Guijarro

Producer: Martin Rosete 

…reflects the reality of 

Mexican immigrants work-

ing the kitchens of many 

restaurants
Thursday, 10/18, 7:00pm (Session I)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Reunion

(72 min) Austria/Kosovo/Serbia/

Norway

Director: Jon Haukeland

Producer: C.R. Tredt

Through a long night of talking,  
Serbian and Kosovo youths 
grow closer as they seek a way 
out of the circle of oppression, 
and meet again 10 years later.

Saturday, 10/20, 3:00pm (Session VI)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Sacred Stones

(52 min) Palestine

Directors/Producers: Muayad Alayan, 

Laila Higazi 

The Palestinian stone industry 
is held hostage to serving Israeli 

construction needs...

Friday, 10/26, 5:40pm (Session XXVI)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Scarlet Road

(70 min) Australia

Director: Catherine Scott

Producer: Pat Fiske 

Impassioned about freedom of 
sexual expression, Rachel  spe-
cializes in working with clients 
with disabilities…

Saturday, 10/27, 10:10pm (Session XXX)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Semper Fi: Always Faithful

(76 min) USA 

Director: Tony Hardmon, Rachel Libert

Producer: Todd Wider, Jedd Wider 

A devoted marine reveals the 
looming environmental crisis 
at military sites across the 
country…

Saturday, 10/27, 7:15pm (Session XXX)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

The Mexian Suitcase

(90 min) France/Mexico/Spain/USA

Director: Trisha Ziff

Producer: 212 Berlin Films 

The extraordinary recovery of 
4,500 negatives taken by Robert 
Capa, Gerda Taro and David 
Seymour during the Spanish 
Civil War...

Saturday, 10/27, 2:15am (Session XXVIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Mrs. Judo: Be Strong, Be Gentle, 

Be Beautiful

(66 min) Japan/USA

Director/Producer: 

Yuriko Gamo Romer

Throwing thousands of years 
of tradition to the wind, Keiko 
Fukuda chose to follow her own 
destiny and become the highest-
ranking woman in judo’s history. 

Saturday, 10/27, 4:00pm (Session XXIX)
Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 
Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Not My Life

(32 min) Ghana/Nepal/Romania/

Uganda/USA

Director/Producer: Robert Bilheimer

The horrifying and dangerous 
practices of human trafficking 
and modern slavery on a global 
scale…

Monday, 10/22, 4:10pm (Session XIII)
Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute 
For International Studies Encina Hall, 
616 Serra St.

Nothing Like Chocolate

(67 min) Grenada/Ivory Cost/USA 

Director/Producer: 

Kum-Kum Bhavnani

In the rainforests of Grenada, 
Mott Green seeks the solutions 
to the problems of a ravaged 
global chocolate industry.

Sunday, 10/21, 4:20pm (Session X)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Sing Your Song

(105 min) USA

Director: Susan Rostock

Producer: Michael Cohl 

An up-close look at Harry 

Belafone, a champion for 

worldwide human rights
Saturday, 10/20, 7:00pm (Session VII)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Smoke Songs

(20 min) USA

Director/Producer: Briar March 

Born into the heart of the 
Navajo Nation, band members 
share their passion for music 
and socio-political messages…

Tuesday, 10/23, 5:40pm (Session XVII)

East Palo Alto: Boys & Girls Clubs, Moldaw-

Zaffaroni Clubhouse, 2031 Pulgas Ave.

State of Control

(90 min) China/India/Nepal/Tibet/USA 

Director: Christian Johnston, 

Darren Mann

Producer: Steven G. Kaplan 

Compelling persoal  stories 
show a never-before-seen side 
of the Tibet/China cyberspace 
struggle.

Sunday, 10/28, 3:45pm (Session XXXII)
Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 
Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Surviving Progress

(86 min) Canada/USA 
Director: Mathieu Roy, Harold Crooks
Producers: Martin Scorsese, Daniel Lou-
is, Denise Robert, Mark Achbar, Betsy 
Carson, Gerry Flahive, Silva Basmajian

Humanity’s ascent is measured 
by the speed of progress. But 
what if it’s spiraling us down-
wards towards collapse?

Sunday, 10/28, 5:30pm (Session XXXII)
Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 
Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

Opium Brides

(52 min) Afghanistan/UK 

Director/Producer: Jamie Doran 

Exposing the abuse of 

young Afghan girls by drug 

traffickers closely allied to 

the Taliban.
Sunday, 10/21, 7:30pm (Session XII)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Portrait of Wally

(90 min) Austria/USA

Director: Andrew Shea

Producer: Andrew Shea, David D’Arcy 

…Caught in a legal battle 

between a Nazi seized 

painting and the Austrian 

Museum..
Saturday, 10/27, 11:45am (Session XXVIII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

Ten Quintillion

(10 min) Australia  

Director/Producer: Romilly Spiers

Producer: Romilly Spiers 

…A tiny garden and the 

creatures that rely on its 

existence to survive…
Tuesday, 10/23, 1:00pm (Session XV)

Palo Alto: Girls Middle School, 

3400 W. Bayshore Rd.

Thirty Years of War in the Name 

of God
(104 min) Afghanistan/France/Israel/

Iran/USA

Director: Thomas Johnson

Producer: Hind Saih

…God in modern history...
Friday, 10/19, 6:00pm (Session III)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.
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This Space Available

(86 min) China/India/USA 

Director: Gwenaelle Gobé

Producer: Marc Gobé 
 

Billboards dominate the 

public space.  Can we re-

verse this visual pollution?
Monday, 10/22, 9:15pm (Session XIV)

Palo Alto: Aol Patch, 395 Page Mill Rd.

Through Her Eyes

(17 min) France/Italy/Jordan/USA 

Directors/Producers: Marta Pietrobelli, 

Rebecca Gerome  

A Jordanian woman  shares life 
lessons and inspires women 
to overcome even the greatest 
obstacles...

Thursday, 10/25, 7:00pm (Session XXV)

San Jose: Cardea Center For Women, 

1922 Alameda

Tokyo Waka: A City Poem

(63 min) Japan/USA

Director: Kris Samuelson

Producer: John Haptas  

A Buddhist priest, a gardener, a 
homeless woman and more than 
20,000 crows in a Tokyo Waka: A 

City Poem

Tuesday, 10/23, 5:00pm (Session XVIII)
Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute 
For International Studies Encina Hall, 
616 Serra St.

Transgenders: Pakistan’s Open 

Secret
(54 min) Pakistan/UK 

Director/Producer: 

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy  

Tthe story of three transgenders, 
each of whom represent a differ-

ent way of life in the country…

Tuesday, 10/23, 4:00pm (Session XVIII)
Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute 
For International Studies Encina Hall, 
616 Serra St.

Weathering Change

(14 min) Ethiopia/Nepal/Peru

Director/Producer: Nathan Golan

The struggle to care for 

familites, while enduring 

crop failures and water 

scarcity…
Saturday, 10/20, 1:00pm (Session V)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

The Well: Water Voices From 

Ethiopia

(56 min) Ethiopia/Italy 

Director/Director: Paolo Barberi 

The Borana herders gather with 
their livestock around ancient 
wells to survive the long annual 
drought…
Thursday, 10/18, 7:15pm (Session I)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Where Soldiers Come From

(90 min) Afghanistan/USA

Director/Producer: Heather Courtney 

Enticed by a signing-bonus 
and college tuition support, 
Dominic and Cole navigate their  
military future until deployed to 
Afghanistan…
Friday, 10/26, 9:10pm (Session XXVII)

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

White and Black: Crimes of 

Color
(58 min) Canada/Tanzania

Director: Jean-Francois Méan

Producer: Greg Dummett, 

Louis Laverdiére 

In Tanzania corrupt healers 

traffic in the body parts of 

people with albinism…
Thursday, 10/25, 9:40pm (Session XXV)

San Jose: Cardea Center For Women, 

1922 Alameda

Undocumented Dreams

(15 min) USA

Director/Producer: Sara Masetti 

a Latino college graduate 

learns to move forward in life 

with an expired visa...
Wednesday, 10/24, 6:00pm (Session XXI)

San Francisco: Variety Theatre, 582 Market St.

Unravel

(14 min) India/UK 

Director: Meghna Gupta

Producer: Meghna Gupta, Gigi Berardi 

Working in a textile-recycling 
factory, Reshma constructs a 
picutre of the West using both 
imagination and rumors...

Tuesday, 10/23, 3:00pm (Session XVI)

East Palo Alto: Eastside Theater, 1041 

Myrtle St.

We Still Live Here

(56 min) USA 

Director/Producer: Anne Makepeace

...Bringing a language alive 

again in an American Indian 

community…
Saturday, 10/27, 5:15pm (Session XXIX)

Stanford: Annenberg Auditorium ,Cummings 

Art Building, 435 Lasuen Mall

A Wild Idea

(27 min) Equador/USA

Director/Producer: Veronica Moscoso

Ecuador’s unprecedented 

proposal for fighting global 

climate change…
Friday, 10/19, 8:15pm (Session IV)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Will the Real Terrorist Please 

Stand Up
(82 min) Cuba/USA

Director/Producer: Saul Landau

Decades of assassinations and 
sabotage backed by Wash-
ington and then ignored when 
they launched the “war against 
terrorism”
Saturday, 10/20, 9:15pm (Session VIII)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

Words of Witness

(68 min) Egypt/USA

Director/Producer: Mai Iskander 

Defying cultural norms and 
family expectations, Heba takes 
to the streets to report on Egypt 
in turmoil.

Sunday, 10/21, 8:30pm (Session XII)

Palo Alto: Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson St.

PANELS 

1. MONDAY October 22

Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute for Interna-

tional Studies Encina Hall, 616 Serra St.

4:45 PM Panel: “Philanthropy- Filmmaking-Social Change” 

(FREE Admission)

2. MONDAY October 22

Palo Alto, AOL Patch, 395 Page Mill Road

8:15 PM Panel “Visual Pollution” (FREE Admission)

3. TUESDAY October 23

Stanford University: Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies 

Encina Hall, 616 Serra St.

6:15 PM Panel “Meet Stanford Filmmakers” (FREE Admission)

4. WEDNESDAY October 24

Stanford University: Stanford Medical School (Li Ka Shing Center Build-

ing), 291Campus Dr.

7:15 PM Panel “Do We Still Need Torture?” (FREE Admission)

5. WEDNESDAY October 24

San Francisco: Variety Theatre, 582 Market St.

7:15 PM Panel “Dream Act” (FREE Admission)

6. THURSDAY October 25

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

5:00 PM Panel “Arts Activism” (FREE Admission)

7. SATURDAY October 27

Stanford: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr.

1:15 PM Panel “The Value of Missing Art” (FREE Admission)

TICKETS can be purchased at STANFORD TICKET OFFICE,  Tresidder Union, 650-725-2787
http://tickets.stanford.edu

UNA STORE, 552 Emerson Street, Palo Alto,  650-326-3170

OR AT THE FESTIVAL

Admission per film session (1.5–3 hours)  $10 for general public

FESTIVAL PASS (all 11 days, 33 sessions) $150 for general public

DAILY PASSES (for Stanford screenings only) 
Thursday–Friday $25 for general public

Saturday–Sunday $35 for general public

OPENING NIGHT FILMS and CEREMONY only $15 for general public

OPENING NIGHT FILMS, CEREMONY & PARTY with the filmmakers—$75
FRIDAY, October 19, SATURDAY, October 20, 
SUNDAY, October 21 (except UNAFF & KIDS session between 1:00PM – 3:00PM)
MONDAY, October 22
Palo Alto SESSIONS
$10 per film session for general public

TUESDAY, October 23, East Palo Alto Screenings 
Tickets can be purchased at the door before the screenings
$10 per film session for general public

WEDNESDAY, October 24, San Francisco Screenings
Tickets for San Francisco screenings can be purchased at the door of the Variety Theater
$10 per film session for general public

THURSDAY, October 25, San Jose Screenings, 
Tickets can be purchased at the door before the screenings
$10 per film session for general public

CLOSING NIGHT FILMS & AWARD CEREMONY only $15 for general public

CLOSING NIGHT FILMS & AWARD CEREMONY & PARTY $45 for general public

FREE ADMISSION FOR:
ALL SCREENINGS AND PANELS FOR ALL STUDENTS
AND SENIORS (take this great opportunity ONLY this year in celebration of this year’s theme HUMAN 
DIGNITY)

UNAFF & Kids Program in Palo Alto, Sunday, October 21
All UNAFF PANELS

(First-come, First-served at all events)
Tickets and pass holders must  arrive 15 minutes prior to showtime to guarantee admission.
Anyone arriving less than  15 minutes prior to showtime cannot be guaranteed a seat, 
even with a ticket or pass.  No refunds, exchanges, substitutions or replacements will be issued.

For more information, please call 650-724-5544 or visit UNAFF 2012 at www.unaff.org For screening 
locations at Stanford, go to www.unaff.org/map.html

There will be 50 FREE TICKETS for the first 50 people
who send us an e-mail with the subject line “FREE TICKET” on Tuesday October 9 to 
freeticket@unaff.org
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