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For more information call 650.223.6587 or email info@ShopPaloAlto.com

When you shop locally, good things happen 
to make our community stronger:

Good for You.Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

S E R V I C E

BEST AUTO CARE

Dave’s Auto Repair

830 East Charleston Rd., Palo Alto

BEST DRY CLEANER 

AJ’s Green Cleaners

395 California Ave., Palo Alto

AJ’s Quick Clean

3175 Middlefi eld Rd., Palo Alto

BEST FITNESS CLASSES

Uforia Studios

819 Ramona St., Palo Alto

BEST FRAME SHOP 

University Art

267 Hamilton Ave.

BEST GYM

Oshman Family JCC

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto

BEST HAIR SALON

Hair International

232 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto 

BEST MEN’S HAIRCUT

HALL OF FAME:

Hair International

BEST HOTEL

Garden Court Hotel 

520 Cowper St., Palo Alto

BEST ORTHODONTISTS

Midpeninsula Orthodontics 

– Dr. Stacey Quo

965 High St., Palo Alto

BEST PERSONAL TRAINERS

NoXcuses Fitness

2741 Middlefi eld Rd. #102, Palo Alto

BEST PLUMBERS

Palo Alto Plumbing Heating 

and Air/Dahl Plumbing

716 San Antonio Rd. # F, Palo Alto

BEST SKIN CARE

Destino Spa

4335 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

R E T A I L

BEST BOUTIQUE, 

BEST GIFT/NOVELTY SHOP 

AND BEST JEWELRY STORE

Shady Lane 

441 University Ave., Palo Alto

BEST EYEWEAR

Lux Eyewear

1805 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

F O O D  &  D R I N K

BEST BAGELS

House of Bagels

526 University Ave., Palo Alto

BEST BAKERY/DESSERTS

Prolifi c Oven

550 Waverley St., Palo Alto

BEST MEAL UNDER $20

AND BEST SALAD

Sprout Cafe

168 University Ave., Palo Alto

BEST PIZZA 

Patxi’s Chicago Pizza

441 Emerson St., Palo Alto

BEST YOGURT

Fraiche

200 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

R E S T A U R A N T S

BEST AMBIANCE 

AND BEST BAR/LOUNGE, BEST LATIN 

AMERICAN RESTAURANT, 

BEST ROMANTIC RESTAURANT

La Bodeguita del Medio
463 South California Ave., Palo Alto

BEST NEW RESTAURANT

LYFE Kitchen
167 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

BEST OUTDOOR DINING

Café Riace
200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

BEST SPORTS BAR

HALL OF FAME:

The Old Pro
541 Ramona St., Palo Alto

BEST VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT

Calafi a Cafe and Market A Go Go
855 El Camino Real # 130, Palo Alto

BEST OF PALO ALTO 2012
For a full list of the 2012 Best Of Palo Alto winners, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/best_of
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A helicopter assault against the 
summer salt-marsh mosquito 
in the Palo Alto Baylands be-

gan Thursday morning, Aug. 23, at 
about 7 a.m., and could continue in 
the coming weeks, officials from 
the Santa Clara County Vector Con-
trol District said.

The district is trying to control 
breeding of the aggressive mosqui-
toes, which have plagued residents 
in Palo Alto and Menlo Park for 
several weeks.

The sudden hatching of thousands 
of mosquito eggs has been aided in 
large part by high water levels in the 

marshes, and that has been caused 
by a problem with the Palo Alto 
Flood Basin tidal gate, which regu-
lates water in the basin during high 
tides and allows Barron, Adobe and 
Matadero creeks to flow in.

A hole under the gate, larger than 
a basketball, was initially discovered 
in late 2011, when City of Palo Alto 
and the Santa Clara Valley Water 
District staff noticed a small swirl 
of water and sent divers to investi-
gate. Recently, that hole has grown, 

and city officials recently notified 
the water district that immediate re-
pairs are necessary. 

The Santa Clara Valley Water 
District, which oversees the gate, 
is working on a temporary fix of 
the gate, but Sept. 4 would be the 
earliest that fix would be in place, 
spokesman Marty Grimes said.

Meanwhile, the mosquitoes have 
proliferated.

On Thursday, a helicopter sprayed 
between 150 and 400 acres with 

environmentally safe products: 
methoprene, an insect growth regu-
lator, and Bacillus thuringiensis 
var. israelensis (Bti). Bti is a natural 
bacterium that, when consumed by 
mosquito larvae, activates an insec-
ticidal protein that kills the larvae.

Aerial spraying is necessary be-
cause the areas where the mosqui-
toes breed are extensive and difficult 
to treat from the ground, said Russ 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Spraying by helicopter in the Palo Alto Baylands  
started Thursday

by Sue Dremann

W hen thieves made off with 
$15,000 in jewelry from a 
Palo Alto home on Mon-

day, Aug. 20, they had gained entry 
through an open window or door, 
police said.

Thieves have entered the same 
way in several burglaries in recent 
weeks: by walking right through an 

open or unlocked door or crawling 
through an open window.

Police have warned residents 
about securing their homes numer-
ous times since launching a vigorous 
anti-burglary campaign, “Lock It or 
Lose It!,” on March 28. But many 
still have not heeded the advice. In 
50 to 70 percent of the recent bur-

glaries, the thieves entered through 
an unsecured opening, police 
spokesman Lt. Zach Perron said.

Some of the losses in Palo Alto 
have been staggering: $66,000 and 
$70,000 in two separate incidents 
and a combined $24,000 in cash, 
jewelry and electronics from two 
other homes.

A $15,000 theft on the 700 block 
of Hamilton Avenue near Fulton 
Street recently was made possible 
due to an open bathroom window.

During a second incident that 
same day, burglars netted $900 in 
gold jewelry and a laptop on the 
1100 block of South California 
Avenue near Oberlin Street. Once 
again, they entered through an open 
back door.

Burglaries are surging through-
out the Bay Area, with jewelry and 

electronics as the top must-steal 
items. In March, safes stolen from 
two Mountain View residences 
contained $20,000 in jewelry and 
cash and $40,000 in cash, accord-
ing to police.

“Everybody’s numbers are high 
right now,” Perron said.

Palo Alto had 81 total residen-
tial burglaries during the first four 
months of 2012, as compared to 34 
in 2010 and 43 in 2011, according to 
police records. Burglaries peaked in 
March, with 31, police said. 

The trajectory dove steeply in 
April — to just seven burglaries — 
after “Lock It or Lose It!” launched. 
Police credited the change to more 
people reporting suspicious activity 
and additional patrols.

Palo Alto residential 
burglaries surge

Unlocked windows and doors still primary method of 
entry, police say
by Sue Dremann

YOUTH

Red Cross to 
discontinue 
Safe Ride

Former volunteer offers to 
host meeting on future of 

program that offers rides to 
intoxicated teens
by Chris Kenrick

A former volunteer has offered 
to convene a community 
meeting about the future of 

Safe Ride, a recently ended pro-
gram that provided car rides to in-
toxicated teenagers on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Becky Beacom, manager of health 
education for the Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation and a former Safe Ride 
volunteer, said she would be willing 
to host a meeting of parties inter-
ested in brainstorming about other 
possible programs to address teen 
drinking and driving.

The Red Cross Silicon Valley, 
sponsor of the 27-year-old program, 
announced last week it will discon-
tinue Safe Ride Sept. 5 due to lack 
of funding and dwindling volunteer 
power.

The program was launched in 
1984 after a 17-year-old Palo Alto 
student’s death in a drunk-driving-
related accident the previous year.

It used adult and student volun-
teers to field requests and provide 
free, confidential rides to teens 
who called in between 10 p.m. 
and 2 a.m. on Friday and Satur-
day nights during the school year. 
Teens could call in for any reason, 
including wanting to avoid getting 
into a car with someone who had 
been drinking.

But organizers said they had had 
trouble filling Safe Ride volunteer 
shifts in recent years. Last year 
the program provided about 200 
rides, down from more than 600 
in 2007-08.

“It remains our hope to transfer 
responsibility to another agency 

Nice day for a stroll
Enjoying the mild summer weather, walkers take a lunchtime stroll on the bike path/walking trail adjacent to Bol Park in the Barron Park 
neighborhood on Tuesday.

CRIME

Aerial attack on mosquitoes to continue next week

(continued on page 13)

(continued on page 13)(continued on page 8)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

SPECIAL DELIVERY ... Palo 
Alto police and paramedics 
came to the rescue of a Menlo 
Park woman on Aug. 18 who 
was giving birth at 3 a.m. in 
the El Camino Real parking 
lot of Chipotle Mexican Grill. 
The woman and her husband 
became lost on their way to 
Stanford Hospital, police Agent 
Adrienne Moore said. When it 
became apparent that birth was 
imminent, the couple parked at 
the restaurant and called 9-1-1. 
Police arrived first, assisting the 
soon-to-be-mother, and when 
medics got to the scene, they 
delivered the child, a boy. Moth-
er and baby are said to be doing 
fine, Moore said.

THE RACE TO THE DAIS ... Ev-
ery once in a while, a local elec-
tion ushers in sweeping changes 
(as in 1967, when Palo Alto vot-
ers ousted 13 out of 15 sitting 
council members) or provides 
a forum for debating the issue 
of the day (as in 2009, when 
there was widespread disagree-
ment over the city’s proposed 
business-license tax). This year’s 
contest promises to do neither of 
these things. With just six can-
didates vying for four seats and 
four of these candidates enjoying 
sizeable leads in funds, endorse-
ments and name recognition, 
this year’s election could emerge 
as somewhat of a ho-hum affair 
(maybe it’s a sign of the times 
that even panhandler Victor 
Frost, a perennial candidate, 
decided to sit this one out). The 
two incumbents, Pat Burt and 
Greg Schmid, have been on the 
council since 2007 and are well 
familiar to local political observ-
ers. Liz Kniss is a political veter-
an and a two-time mayor. Marc 
Berman — the only first-time 
council candidate — has already 
amassed a hefty campaign 
chest and a long list of sup-
porters. Nor is there significant 
difference in the candidates’ 
priorities, with all four frontrun-
ners pledging in their candidate 
statements to focus on the city’s 
financial stability and, to vary-
ing degrees, on issues such as 
transportation, infrastructure 
and sustainability. The other two 
candidates in the race portray 
themselves as truly “indepen-
dent” voices. Tim Gray, who ran 

in 2009 and finished 11th out of 
14 candidates, says he won’t 
accept endorsements or contri-
butions. But he then advocates 
a “vision of financial balance 
and well-funded infrastructure,” 
a reasonable proposal that the 
rest of the pool would hardly dis-
agree with. As for Mark Weiss, 
a concert promoter who also 
ran in 2009 (finishing 13th) — his 
priorities are a bit of a wildcard. 
In his statement, Weiss says he 
is running more “to generate 
and moderate” a list of concerns 
rather than to “foist one that is 
pre-written.” He said he sees 
himself more as a “catalyst for 
ideas, as a facilitator and com-
municator, more than a leader 
per se. Part semi-conductor, 
part song-catcher, if you will.”

STOPWATCH PLEASE ... Gunn 
High School student Utkash 
Dibey and Palo Alto High 
School student Anthony Villan-
ueva have joined the Palo Alto 
Board of Education as nonvot-
ing student members for the ac-
ademic year 2012-13. The brevity 
of remarks each made at the 
start of Tuesday’s board meeting 
did not prevent their colleagues 
from going on much longer — 
pushing the meeting’s end an 
hour beyond the 10 p.m. target 
for adjournment. Board mem-
bers have vowed to make their 
twice-a-month meetings more 
efficient this year but haven’t 
quite worked out the details.

BREAKING GROUND ... Resi-
dents of Crescent Park will 
next year see a host of changes 
at their beloved neighborhood 
park. The city plans to launch 
next spring a major renovation 
project at Eleanor Pardee Park 
on Channing Avenue, near Cen-
ter Drive. The $674,000 project, 
which the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation Commission is sched-
uled to discuss Tuesday night, 
includes repaving the damaged 
asphalt walkways, renovating the 
irrigation system, planting new 
trees and replacing the swings 
and the playground equipment 
at the park’s aged “tot-lot.” The 
city also plans to add a host of 
new amenities, including bench-
es, picnic tables, barbecue 
space, drinking fountains and 
new trash cans. 

It’s easy to snap, snap, snap ... but it’s very hard 
to craft it, to capture, to be watchful, to be patient.

— Mary Bender, first-place winner in the Palo 
Alto Weekly Photo Contest, on her quest to improve 
her skills. See story on page 18.
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research@aesthethicsresearchcenter.com
  wrinklestudy.net      1800.442.0989

Sponsored by MyoScience
Francis Palmer, MD Facial Plastic Surgon

myoscience.com

Why Home Care Assistance Is The 
Leading Provider of 24/7 Live-In Care:

  We offer experienced, bonded and insured caregivers, who  
    are trained in our Balanced Care MethodTM of promoting        
    healthy aging.

  We provide culinary training for our caregivers at Sur La         
    Table to improve their skills and our clients’ meals.

  Our founders wrote the book Handbook for Live-In Care,   
    which is a resource for the industry as well as families.

Call us for a FREE consultation:
650-462-6900
1-866-4-LiveIn (454-8346)
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA

5K walk, 5K & 10K run

RUN & WALK
Moonlight

Register online at PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

Sept. 
28
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J ust months after Palo Alto ap-
proved construction of a new 
four-story building in a prime 

downtown location, another major 
commercial development is pre-
paring to make its way through 
the city’s permitting process be-
fore going up within a few blocks 
of the University Avenue Caltrain 
station.

Charles “Chop” Keenan, a promi-
nent developer whose other down-
town projects include buildings that 
house Miyake Restaurant, Wells Far-
go Bank and the former Varsity The-
atre on University Avenue, is look-
ing to build a four-story building on 
Hamilton Avenue, near High Street. 
The 26,774-square-foot project at 
135 Hamilton Ave. would stand just 
three blocks away from the Lytton 
Gateway development, a four-story 
project that the City Council ap-
proved in May despite widespread 
concern from residential neighbors 
about how the building would affect 
parking on their streets.

Much like Lytton Gateway, 
Keenan’s proposed development 
would consist largely of office space. 
Its bottom three stories would all be 
dedicated to commercial use, while 
the top story would include two 
apartments, according to the ap-
plication. The building would also 
include a one-story underground 
parking garage with 23 spots and 
“rotating parking lifts” that would 
allow cars to be stacked.

Also like Lytton Gateway, Keenan’s 
new project seeks to establish itself 
as a “gateway” building to downtown 
Palo Alto and as the type of transit-
oriented development that the city 
has been trying to court to reduce 
parking and traffic impacts. While 
Lytton Gateway seeks to serve as 
the city’s architectural welcome sign 
to commuters arriving at the down-
town Caltrain station, Keenan hopes 
his new building will fulfill the same 
function on Hamilton Avenue. That 
area currently is filled with an eclec-
tic mix of older buildings that house 
startups and small businesses as well 
as glassy new developments housing 
venture capital firms and technology 

companies such as Palantir, which is 
based at 100 Hamilton Ave.

The site where the project would 
be built is currently a parking lot 
used by Palantir employees.

In the application, Keenan notes 
that “as one of the few, new build-
ings in this part of the Downtown 
— and the only new four-story 
building — the project becomes an 
important ‘gateway’ into the Down-
town from west Hamilton Avenue.”

Another similarity between the two 
new four-story developments is their 
proximity to the downtown Caltrain 
station — a factor that both applica-
tions have played. The application for 
135 Hamilton notes the project would 
be just two blocks from the Univer-
sity Avenue transit hub.

“We are confident that the project 
will be found to be exemplary as 
a mixed-use, transit-oriented hous-
ing and commercial project with 
prominent, gateway features,” the 
application states.

The similarities between the two 
projects probably aren’t purely co-
incidental. Jim Baer, who was part 
of the applicant team for Lytton 
Gateway and who has long been 
one of Palo Alto’s most prolific 

developers, is also consulting on 
Keenan’s project.

Keenan will likely have an easier 
time getting the city’s approval than 
the team behind Lytton Gateway 
did, however. Unlike Lytton Gate-
way LLC, Keenan is not seeking a 
zone change to “planned communi-
ty” — a designation that allows for 
greater flexibility and development 
density. Lytton’s developers en-
gaged in extensive negotiations with 
the city and had to offer a package 
of “public benefits” — including a 
commitment to include a retail busi-
ness at the ground floor and a $2 
million contribution toward con-
struction of a future parking garage 
— to get the PC zone approval. 

The project, Keenan wrote in the 
application, is consistent with the 
site’s existing “downtown commer-
cial” (CD) zoning and will not need 
any variances, zone changes or oth-
er exceptions to the zoning code.

Keenan’s first test will be getting 
an approval from the city’s Archi-
tectural Review Board, which will 
get its first look at the proposed de-
sign next month, Planning Director 
Curtis Williams said.  

Upfront

If you have a real estate question or would like a free market analysis for your home,  
please call me at 650-384-5392, Alain Pinel Realtors, or email me at scullen@apr.com. 

For the latest news, follow my blog at www.samiacullen.com.

REAL ESTATE TRENDS
by Samia Cullen

Feng Shui Concepts May Help 
Sell a Home

Our real estate market serves an 
international clientele. Some buyers 
subscribe to Feng Shui and feel 
strongly about the concept. Sellers 
should be aware of basic Feng Shui 
concepts that may help sell their 
home: 

1. The house absorbs its Feng Shui 
energy nourishment through the front 
door. A good Feng Shui house has 
a main entry designed to welcome, 
strengthen and channel the incoming 
Feng Shui energy throughout the 
whole house. The front door creates the 
first impression that shows the buyer 
how well the sellers have taken care of 
the property. Paint the front door and 
make sure the area around it is swept 
clean and free of clutter. Turn on the 
light to create an inviting atmosphere. 

2. Pay special attention to the Feng 

Shui triangle: the kitchen, the bedroom 
and the bathroom. Create open spaces 
so that energy can flow. 
 
3. The master bed should be in a place 
of honor and command, farthest from 
and facing toward the entryway of the 
room. Paint the room in colors that 
promote serenity and relaxation, such as 
soft tones of green, blue, and lavender. 
 
4. The dining room gives families a 
place to sit and enjoy conversation, 
food and friends. Make sure the 
table is clear and uncluttered during 
showings. Use an attractive tablecloth 
to enhance the look of the table 
while also softening sharp corners. 
 
5. Clean the house and the windows 
and clear out the clutter. This is 
essential to create a harmonious house 
Feng Shui energy.

LAND USE

Four-story building eyed for downtown Palo Alto
New offices would stand on prominent corner of Hamilton Avenue and High Street

by Gennady Sheyner

T he Festival of the Arts is re-
turning to downtown Palo 
Alto this weekend for its 31st 

year and is expected to bring more 
than 150,000 people.

University Avenue will be closed 
from High Street to Webster Street 
to make room for the festival, which 
lasts from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 25, and Sunday, Aug. 
26.

Tasso Street will be closed at Lyt-
ton Avenue from 1 a.m. on Saturday 
to 7 p.m. on Sunday for Italian street 
painting, which is in its 10th year at 

the festival. 
Emerson, Bryant and Cowper 

streets will be opened Saturday at 
8 p.m. for overnight through traffic. 
All roads will be reopened at about 
9 p.m. Sunday.

It may be easier to take public 
transportation to the festival, and 
the event’s host, MLA Productions, 
recommends visitors use www.511.
org to plan their public transporta-
tion route.

More than 300 artists from around 
the U.S. will come to showcase and 
sell their work at the festival. It will 

include the “Wild and Whimsical” 
sculpture garden and a kids’ arts 
studio. 

Vendors such as Big Ed’s Buzzard 
BBQ, Kara’s Cupcakes and Oaxa-
can Kitchen will be present. Several 
bands and musicians will perform, 
including The Hitmen, a seven-piece 
band playing classics and hits from 
‘70s to the present, and the Cocktail 
Monkeys, who play rock, pop, disco 
and R&B.

More information is available at 
www.mlaproductions.com. 

— Eric Van Susteren

COMMUNITY

Festival of the Arts comes to downtown
More than 150,000 festival-goers expected this weekend 

A four-story building is proposed by developer Charles “Chop” 
Keenan at 135 Hamilton Ave., with the bottom three stories devoted 
to commercial use, the top story to two apartments and parking 
underground.
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Upfront

San Jose 420 Evaluations

$40 
Renewals From 

Any Doctor

$50 
New 

Patients

We beat Any 
competitors prices
Restrictions apply. Must bring proof.
( must present ad-one per patient )

Our cards are real. Each card is hand signed by our doctors. Walk-ins welcome. 
100% private and confi dential. 24/7 online and telephone verifi cation. 
Special discounts for Disable, Medicare & Veterans

SJ420.com
Visit our website to book your appointment online 24/7

San Jose’s Most Trusted Clinic

Refer a family member or 
friend and get 10% off your 

cannabis photo id card

HOME+GARDEN

SUMMER 2011

AN EYE FOR DETAIL IN PALO ALTO | PAGE 4
THE ULTIMATE MOUNTAIN VIEW DO-IT-YOURSELF PROJECT | PAGE 16

HONORING AN OLDER HOME IN PALO ALTO | PAGE 22

AN ALMANAC, MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE AND PALO ALTO WEEKLY PUBLICATION

FROM ‘70s COTTAGE TO MODERN IN MENLO PARK    PAGE 10

AN ALMANAC, MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE AND PALO ALTO WEEKLY PUBLICATION

HOME+GARDEN

SPRING 2012

ALL 
GROWN 

UP

East meets West 

in Portola Valley
PAGE 4

A three-week 
kitchen

 in Palo Alto
PAGE 10

Updating a 

Mountain View
 bungalow

PAGE 18

IN LOS ALTOS HILLS
PAGE 25

AN ALMANAC, MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE AND PALO ALTO WEEKLY PUBLICATION

HOME+GARDEN

WINTER 2012

CREATING
ROOMS WITH

VIEWS
IN 
PORTOLA 
VALLEY | PAGE 12

OLD MOUNTAIN VIEW COTTAGE GOES MODERN | PAGE 4LIGHTENING UP WITH A BARREL CEILING | PAGE 8

Your program will deliver your message in print 
and online to our local community, looking for 
home and garden improvement products 
and services.

Publication Dates: October 3 & 5, 2012
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CITY HALL

P alo Alto’s bustling permit 
center has for decades en-
joyed a level of popular-

ity somewhere between a dentist’s 
chair and a Department of Motor 
Vehicles branch.

But on a recent Wednesday morn-
ing, the Development Center across 
the street from City Hall bore little 
resemblance to the bureaucratic 
nightmare people associate with the 
so-called “Palo Alto Process.” The 
atmosphere was serene, the wait-
ing line nonexistent and the lone 
customer nodded in understanding 
as a city planner explained the next 
steps that must be taken for a build-
ing project.

Planning officials recognize that 
the city still has a long way to go 
in its multi-year quest to reform the 
local permit-granting operation, 
which is supposed to shepherd 
residents and developers through 
home remodels and construction 
of new buildings. But the effort 
has already borne some fruit. The 
Development Center at 285 Hamil-
ton Ave. has undergone a quiet but 
dramatic transformation in the two 
years since City Manager James 
Keene unveiled the “Blueprint for 
a New Development Center” — an 
initiative aimed at bringing some 
sanity, clarity and efficiency to the 
city’s notoriously thorough pro-
cess. The effort includes, among 
other things, adding staff, improv-
ing coordination between depart-
ments and hiring one high-level of-
ficial to conduct the bureaucratic 
orchestra.

In one of its most dramatic re-
cent moves, the city has expanded 
its physical presence by leasing 
space on the second floor at 285 
Hamilton Ave., just above the De-
velopment Center. Planning Direc-
tor Curtis Williams said the goal 
is to bring in officials currently 
based at other buildings, including 
City Hall and the Utilities Depart-

ment building at Elwell Court, so 
that they can be on hand if their 
assistance is needed with an appli-
cation. The city hopes to complete 
the relocations by the end of the 
year, he said.

The physical configuration of the 
Development Center is also set to 
see a major change. Sometime this 
fall, the city plans to introduce a 
new setup in which the different de-
partments involved in the permitting 
operation — including Planning, 
Utilities, Public Works and Fire 
— literally share one table, circum-
venting the need for a customer to 
shuttle through a bureaucratic maze. 
It’s a page from the playbook long 
employed by hospitals looking to 
tackle a mysterious disease and by 
disaster responders huddling at an 
Emergency Operations Center dur-
ing an unexpected calamity. Here, 
however, the goal is to speed up resi-
dents’ remodeling efforts and help 
building applications move along.

The effort took a huge leap for-
ward last fall, when the City Council 
took a brief break from the period 
of citywide austerity and approved a 
host of new positions for the Devel-
opment Center: three project man-
agers, a day-to-day manager for the 
center and a high-level “develop-
ment services official” who would 
coordinate the various departments 
involved (the decision was made 
easier by the fact that these posi-
tions are funded by permitting fees 
and not through the General Fund). 
The city currently has an interim 
day-to-day manager in place and is 
in the midst of recruiting the top de-
velopment official, Williams said. 
It plans to interview the finalists 
for the top position in the next few 
months and to fill it by the end of 
the year, he said.

The effort still has a long way 
to go before the city realizes its 

Palo Alto quietly untangles 
its bureaucracy

City gradually adds staff, space to its downtown 
blueprint hub

by Gennady Sheyner

Architect Bob Easton, front, Mike Shealy, far left, and Carol Shealy confer 
with planner Jason Nortz in the Development Center regarding a possible 
remodel of their home in the Old Palo Alto neighborhood. The center was 
recently expanded and staff added to improve the “Palo Alto Process.”

Veronica W
eber

(continued on page 7)
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Upfront

Saturday, September 15, 9 am - 3 pm
Mountain View, CA

Register at Avenidas.org 
or call (650) 289-5435.

 Forgiving yourself
 Long-term care costs
 Safe medication use
 Dementia care challenges
 Avoiding burnout
 Help for hoarding

Topics will include:

Avenidas presents the 9th Annual

Family Caregiver Conference

Resources and programs for positive aging

Free tours of 
Avenidas Rose Kleiner 

Center at 3 pm!

LAND USE

T hose nagging issues of insuf-
ficient downtown parking and 
increasing congestion were 

already on Palo Alto’s radar nearly 
three decades ago, when the city 
changed its zoning laws and set 
a cap on how much new nonresi-
dential development it would allow 
downtown.

Though the limit of 350,000 
square feet of new development 
that the city established in 1985 
remains beyond the city’s land-use 
horizon, a series of major applica-
tions has just brought downtown 
development to another plateau — 
a 235,000-square-foot threshold 
at which the city must conduct an 
analysis of downtown zoning regu-
lations and parking strategies.

The city edged toward this thresh-
old thanks to two major downtown 
developments — one that recently 
won the city’s approval and another 
one that is about to make its way 
through the city’s design-review 
process. The former, Lytton Gate-
way, is a four-story mixed-use de-
velopment that the City Council ap-
proved in May and that will soon 
go up on the site of a former Shell 
station on Alma Street and Lytton 
Avenue. The latter is the proposed 
four-story commercial building that 
local developer Charles “Chop” 
Keenan plans to construct at 135 
Hamilton Ave. 

When the council approved the 
Lytton Gateway project, it raised 
the amount of nonresidential space 
approved by the city since 1985 
to 212,000 square feet. Keenan’s 
26,000-square-foot project would 
officially send the downtown area 
over the study threshold. 

The two new projects, coupled 
with the flurry of complaints from 
downtown residents about parking, 
have prompted the city to embark 
on the comprehensive analysis of 
downtown zoning regulations and 
parking policies. The analysis will 
include consideration of whether 
the “downtown cap” should be 
raised to a different level or kept 
as is, Planning Director Curtis 
Williams said. Under existing law, 
reaching the 350,000-square-foot 
cap would trigger a moratorium 
on approving new developments in 
the downtown commercial zone, 
which stretches roughly from 
Alma Street in the west to Web-
ster Street in the east and which 

is bounded from north to south by 
Lytton Avenue and Hamilton Av-
enue, respectively.

The study will also consider the 
upcoming project at 27 University 
Ave. — a proposal by developer 
John Arrillaga that would include a 
new theater and office building on 
the current site of MacArthur Park 
restaurant. Though the project is 
technically outside the borders of 
the downtown commercial district, 
it is expected to further impact the 
area’s parking and traffic.

The council approved the new 
study on July 16 as part of its ap-
proach to tackling the area’s well-
documented parking woes. Resi-
dents who live in neighborhoods 
adjacent to downtown’s commer-
cial heart have long complained 
about downtown employees park-
ing all day in front of their homes. 
Residents in the Professorville 
neighborhood clamored for a park-
ing-permit program that would set 
a time limit for visitors — an idea 
that the council had considered 
but ultimately rejected last month. 
Downtown North residents, mean-
while, complained that the new 
Lytton Gateway project would 
further exacerbate an already acute 
parking shortage. Their complaints 
prompted a series of revisions in 
the project and a commitment from 
the project developers to contrib-
ute $2 million toward a new garage 
and $250,000 toward a broad study 
of parking strategies.

That study, which will consider 
new parking garages and new pro-
grams to encourage parking in ex-
isting garages, is just one of many 
components of the city’s forthcom-
ing downtown analysis. Planning 
officials will also take a close look 
at zoning regulations and consider 
whether the city’s incentives for 
new developments and its parking 
requirements are sufficient. They 
will also consider the possibility of 
allowing denser development down-
town, according to a report from 
Chief Transportation Official Jaime 
Rodriguez.

At the July 16 meeting, Mayor Yi-
away Yeh said the actions that the 
city will take after the comprehen-
sive study could “reset the baseline” 
downtown. Those dramatic changes 
could obviate any need for more im-
mediate and geographically precise 
solutions like the permit-parking 

program advocated by many in Pro-
fessorville.

The city also plans to take a closer 
look at the new ways in which offices 
are being used. Many startup firms, 
for example, eschew traditional of-
fices and cubicles in favor of having 
more employees work within small-
er spaces, such as gathering around 
a table with their laptops. That, in 
turn, affects the amount of parking 
taken up on the streets. 

Existing regulations require of-
fice developers to provide one park-
ing space for every 250 square feet 
of space, a ratio that Williams said 
is standard among planners. But that 
ratio may no longer suffice.

“Now, we’re clearly seeing, at least 
in start-up spaces, ratios where it’s 
at least one per 150 (square feet) or 
even less, and so those ratios are not 
as relevant as they were,” Williams 
said in a recent interview. “That’s 
something we’ll look at as well. To 
some extent, it’s operative all over 
the city, but it’s particularly intense 
downtown because of the start-up 
concentration.”

One idea is to have one parking 
ratio for startups and another one 
for more traditional businesses such 
as law offices or venture-capital 
firms, which remain in compliance 
with the traditional model of office 
use. Another idea, Williams said, is 
to have “performance-based crite-
ria” — one that allows any business 
to use the existing ratio for parking 
spaces provided that it has a strong 
program that encourages employees 
to take public transportation rather 
than drive.

At the same time, the city also 
plans to start working with down-
town businesses and with its own 
employees to shift them away from 
cars. One of the components that the 
study will include is the potential 
for a “downtown-wide transporta-
tion demand management program” 
that will rely on tools such as tran-
sit passes, shuttles, car-sharing and 
bike-sharing programs to reduce 
vehicle use.

“One of the things we want to do 
is develop something that the city 
itself can use, as an employer,” Wil-
liams said. “Then we can use it as a 
demonstration tool to show the city 
is on board as well.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

New developments trigger 
downtown Palo Alto study

City to take fresh look at parking, zoning regulations as downtown 
gets closer to development ‘cap’

by Gennady Sheyner

ultimate goal — a system in which 
any resident can come in and, with 
a single conversation with a sin-
gle official, get the information, 
direction or approvals he or she 
needs. But planners are hopeful 
that by the end of the year — with 
the new development director in 

place, the second story filled with 
backup staff and the Development 
Center reconfigured for better co-
ordination between departments 
— the bulk of the bureaucratic 
heavy lifting will already be com-
pleted.

“I think there has already been 
improved coordination of permits, 
which helps move things faster,” 

Williams said. “We’ve been trying 
to get this single-contact person 
forever. We’ve been able to do it 
well for medium-to-large projects 
but we’re still working to make it 
happen on every project, however 
small.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

City of Palo Alto
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration has been 
prepared by the Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community Environment 
for the project listed below.  In accordance with A.B. 886, this document will 
be available for review and comment during a minimum 20-day circulation 
period beginning August 31, 2012 through September 19, 2012 
during the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 285 
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.

This item will be considered at a public hearing by the Architectural Review 
Board, Thursday, September 20, 2012 at 8:30 AM. in the Palo Alto City Council 
Chambers on the first floor of the Civic Center, located at 250 Hamilton Avenue, 
Palo Alto, California.  Written comments on the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration will be accepted until 5:00 PM on September 19, 2012 
in the Planning and Community Environment Department Civic Center offices 
on the fifth floor of City Hall.

1701 Page Mill Road [12PLN-00283]: Request by Jim Inglis of Stanford 
Real Estate on behalf of The Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Junior 
University for Major Architectural Review Board review for the demolition 
of  67,000 square feet of existing commercial development floor area and 
construction of 116,000square feet of new floor area for a two story research 
and development building on a  8.5 acre site located at 1701 Page Mill Road.  
The project includes a Design Enhancement Exception for an encroachment 
into the 35 foot maximum height limit. Environmental Assessment: an Initial 
Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration have been prepared. Zone District: 
Service Commercial (RP)

* * *
 Curtis Williams,  

Director of Planning and Community Environment
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive 
devices are available in the Council Chambers and Council Conference Room. 
Sign language interpreters will be provided upon request with 72 hours advance 
notice.

5K walk, 5K & 10K run
Friday, Sept. 28 7pm

Register online at PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

(continued from page 6)
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K ariem McFarlin, who was ar-
rested earlier this month for 
allegedly burglarizing the 

Palo Alto home of the late Steve 
Jobs and making off with a cache of 
computers, iPads, Tiffany bracelets 
and a bottle of Cristal champagne, 
will wait another month before en-
tering his plea.

McFarlin, 35, was arrested on 
Aug. 2 after Palo Alto police and 
investigators from the regional 
Rapid Enforcement Allied Com-
puter Team (REACT) Task Force 
raided his Alameda apartment and 
allegedly found many of the items 
that were stolen on the night of July 
17 from the Waverley Street home 
of the iconic Apple co-founder. Ac-
cording to a report from REACT, 
McFarlin subsequently admitted to 
having committed the burglary and 
had even penned a letter of apology 
to Jobs’ widow, Laurene Powell 
Jobs.

McFarlin was scheduled to enter a 
plea Monday, Aug. 20, in Palo Alto. 
But his newly hired attorney, San 
Jose-based James Kellenberger, and 
prosecutors jointly requested that 
the plea be continued until a later 
date. Santa Clara County Superior 
Court Judge Thang Nguyen Barrett 
scheduled the plea for Sept. 19.

In his first court appearance since 
the burglary became publicized, 
triggering national news headlines, 
McFarlin looked calm and com-
posed as he awaited the proceedings. 
Wearing handcuffs and dark green, 
jail-issued baggy shirt and pants, 
he conferred with Kellenberger for 
several minutes and then agreed to 
waive his right to a speedy trial.

McFarlin was previously repre-
sented by the county’s Office of the 
Public Defender. Kellenberger, a 
former Santa Clara County prosecu-
tor, said he was “privately retained” 

by McFarlin’s family. He then indi-
cated in a brief but tense chat with 
news reporters that he would not be 
speaking to the media about his cli-
ent’s case, saying that his “ethical 
responsibility” is to his client, “not 
to the public or the press.”

The burglary is, in many respects, 
much like dozens of others that have 
hit Palo Alto this year, prompting 
police to launch a public campaign 
to educate residents on ways to pre-
vent burglaries and to devote more 
resources to ending this trend. But 

because of Jobs’ legendary status, 
the case has triggered nationwide 
interest and has dominated head-
lines far beyond Palo Alto.

According to a report from RE-
ACT, McFarlin said he was not 
aware that he was in Jobs’ home at 
the time he was breaking into the 
residence, which was undergoing 
renovation. He allegedly realized 
whose home he was in only after 
finding a letter addressed to Jobs. 
That did not stop him, however, 
from reportedly making off with a 
hefty haul of items, including iM-
acs, iPods and a 64GB iPad — and 
the letter. 

McFarlin had also allegedly 
given away two other iPads that he 
stole from the Jobs residence, one 
to his daughter and another to his 
friend, Kenneth Kahn, also known 
as “Kenny the Clown.” Both recipi-
ents had told investigators that they 
didn’t know the iPads were stolen. 
Neither McFarlin’s daughter nor 
Kahn — an Alameda-based clown 
who bills himself on his Facebook 
page as the “Rocky Balboa of the 
clown world” — was charged with 
anything.

McFarlin, meanwhile, faces up 
to seven years and eight months in 
prison if found guilty of burglary 
and selling of stolen property. 

Police are also investigating other 
burglaries that they believe McFar-
lin was involved in. According to 
the REACT report, McFarlin had 
told investigators that he had stolen 
items from four or five homes in San 
Francisco over the past year and a 
half. Police had located several 
items from those burglaries, includ-
ing a stolen handgun and a bar of 
silver, according to the report. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Kariem McFarlin smiles as he 
arrives at the Palo Alto Superior 
Courthouse, Monday, Aug. 20. 
The Santa Clara County District 
Attorney charged McFarlin with 
two felony counts, accusing him 
of breaking into Apple co-founder 
Steve Jobs’ Palo Alto home in July 
and then trying to sell some of 
the goods taken from the house. 
Detectives say McFarlin confessed 
to stealing iPads, iPhones, iPods, 
Mac computers, expensive jewelry 
and household goods from the 
residence. 

C
ourtesy of Paul S

akum
a/AP

UpfrontPALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL 
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26

************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS. THE 

AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL 
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BE WEBPAGE:

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL MEETING-COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AUGUST 29, 2012-5:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION 
1. City Clerk Annual Review

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL MEETING-COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AUGUST 30, 2012-5:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION 
2. City Auditor Annual Review

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Regional Housing Mandate Committee meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, August 28, 2012 at 4:00 pm regarding: 1) City Response 
to the Adopted Regional Housing Needs Allocation

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

Notice is hereby given that the City of Palo Alto has completed a 
draft performance report for the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program for Fiscal Year 2012.  The Draft Consolidated 
Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) is available for 
public review and comment prior to its submittal to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The CAPER represents the second year of the City’s Five-Year 
Consolidated plan covering the period 2010-2015, and covers the 
accomplishments under the CDBG program for the period July 1, 
2011 to June 30, 2012.  It consists of specific program narratives, an 
assessment of annual performance, and an assessment of progress 
toward meeting goals and objectives contained in the Consolidated 
Plan.  

Public Review and Comment Period: The draft CAPER will be 
available for public review and comment for a 15-day period, 
beginning on Friday, August 31, 2012 and concluding at 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, September 14, 2012.  Written comments may be submitted 
during the review period and should be sent to the City of Palo Alto, 
Department of Planning and Community Environment, Attention: 
Consuelo Hernandez, Planner - CDBG 250 Hamilton Avenue, 5th 
Floor, Palo Alto, CA  94301. Comments can also be submitted via 
e-mail to Consuelo.hernandez@cityofpaloalto.org.

Public Hearing: The Human Relations Commission will hold a 
public hearing to take public comment on the draft CAPER on 
Thursday, September 13, 2012.  The Public Hearing will be held at 
7:00 p.m., or as soon as possible thereafter, in City Hall Council 
Conference Room, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto.

To Obtain a Copy of the CAPER: Copies are available at the 
Planning Department reception desk, City Hall, 250 Hamilton 
Avenue, 5th Floor, the Development Center located at 285 Hamilton 
Avenue during regular business hours, by calling (650) 329-2448, 
or visiting the City’s  CDBG website: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
gov/depts/pln/advance/cdbg.asp.

Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids or services in 
using City facilities, services or programs, or who would like 
information on the City’s compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact:

ADA Coordinator, City of Palo Alto, 
650-329-2550 (Voice)

ada@cityofpaloalto.org

NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW AND 
COMMENT PERIOD FOR PALO ALTO’S 

CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 
AND EVALUATION REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 

JULY 1, 2011 TO JUNE 30, 2012

But burglary rates are slowly 
creeping up again, with 12 in July 
and at least 14 through Aug. 20, ac-
cording to police logs.

The July burglaries were in 
Downtown North, Crescent Park, 
Community Center, Duveneck/
St. Francis, Midtown, Charleston 
Meadows, Old Palo Alto and Bar-
ron Park neighborhoods.

Burglars in August hit homes 
in Greater Miranda, Barron Park, 
College Terrace, Fairmeadow, Palo 
Verde, Midtown, University South, 
Community Center, Crescent Park 
and Greenmeadow, according to a 
police burglary map and logs.

The losses are not strictly mon-
etary. Many times the jewelry taken 
includes family heirlooms or items 
of sentimental value, Agent Adri-
enne Moore said.

Among the most attention-
grabbing heists, Alameda resident 
Kariem McFarlin allegedly took 
$66,000 in platinum, diamond-and-
aquamarine-encrusted Tiffany jew-
elry from the late Apple CEO Steve 

Jobs’ home on July 17, also stealing 
Jobs’ wallet, driver’s license and nu-
merous electronics, police said.

Police were able to retrieve most 
of the items. A buyer on the East 
Coast who did not know the jew-
elry was stolen returned the pieces 
intact. But other victims might not 
be so lucky.

“With the value of gold, people 

are taking it to melt down,” Moore 
said.

Even with extra police on the 
streets, the arrest of suspects, 
neighborhood crime-watch pro-
grams and an awareness campaign 
on Facebook, Twitter and rBlock, 
Perron said locking windows and 
doors is still the most important 
deterrent.

He speculated that the recent hot 
weather might be contributing to 
residents’ lapses in locking up their 
homes, since people do not want to 
return to a hot house. But the feeling 
of violation and powerlessness in 
the aftermath of a burglary should 
outweigh the temporary discomfort 
of a stuffy home.

Residents’ best defense is to lock 
doors and windows, he said.

“That is singularly the best mes-
sage we can give. We can only hope 
that people hear it,” he said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Burglaries
(continued from page 3)

‘With the value of 
gold, people are taking 
it to melt down.’ 

—Adrienne Moore, agent,  
Palo Alto Police Department

CRIME

Suspect in burglary of Jobs’ house  
gets new lawyer, plea date

After brief court appearance, Kariem McFarlin sees his plea postponed until Sept. 19
by Gennady Sheyner
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Upfront

Review the proposed designs for  
Scott Park Improvements. 

Tuesday, August 28th, 2012, 5-6 PM

Scott Park  
911 Scott Street, Palo Alto, CA  94301

The City of Palo Alto seeks the community’s  
input on the proposed plans.

COMMUNITY MEETING

For more information, visit 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/csd/parks/projects.asp

Meeting hosted by  
City of Palo Alto Public Works, (650) 496-5916

debor ah’s palm

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE  
SPECIAL UPCOMING EVENTS!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30 
An Awareness Event  
Re: Human Trafficking

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13  
Movie Screening at the 
Aquarius Theatre:
“Who Does She Think She Is?”

september highlights
NEW FOR THIS MONTH:
— Job Strategy Groups

— Journaling and Poetry 

— Assertive Woman Workshops 

— Uncover Your Joy & LifeStory 

— Goal Setting Workshop

— Women & Sleep Workshop

For further details, visit our 
website: deborahspalm.org
555 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto
650/473-0664

EDUCATION

I n the midst of its biggest build-
ing boom since the 1950s, the 
Palo Alto school district is mod-

ernizing and adding space to its 17 
campuses across the city.

Visible construction sites — from 
Gunn High School in the south to 
Duveneck Elementary School in 
the north — are the product of four 
years of architectural planning and 
state bureaucratic approvals since 
2008, when Palo Alto school dis-
trict voters decisively approved the 
$378 million “Strong Schools” fa-
cilities bond measure.

Six campuses — both high 
schools, all three middle schools 
and Fairmeadow Elementary School 
— opened the school year with 
hardhat zones. At Duveneck, por-
table classrooms have been moved 
to make way for groundbreaking on 
a new, two-story classroom build-
ing in early 2013.

About half the bond money — 
$184 million — already has been 
spent on or committed to projects 
that are under construction, accord-
ing to Bob Golton, the district’s 
facilities and bond program man-
ager.

The rest is in reserve, currently 
allocated to Gunn and Palo Alto 
high schools as well as to construc-
tion of a new elementary school or 

rehabilitation of an existing elemen-
tary campus now leased to a third 
party, such as Garland School at 
870 N. California Ave.

No funds have been allocated for 
a fourth middle school, for which 
the school district said this week it 
is seeking a venue. 

School officials also say there 
will be a need for a 13th elementary 
school in the next five years.

Less clear is where the new 
schools will be located, but there 
are a variety of possibilities.

Rather than settling immediately 
on existing district inventory, Super-
intendent Kevin Skelly says he pre-
fers to scour the community for an-
other possible middle school venue.

The lease of Garland to the inde-
pendent Stratford School expires in 
June 2014. 

The district recently spent $8.5 
million to buy 2.6 acres at 525 San 
Antonio Road, which backs up to 
Greendell School, which is contigu-
ous with the district-owned Cubber-
ley Community Center.

The 525 San Antonio property 
has been leased for two years to the 
startup Athena School for children 
with dyslexia.

School officials say that — at 
least in the short term — they want 
to continue leasing the old Cubber-

ley High School property to the City 
of Palo Alto for use as a community 
center. The district relies on the $7 
million-a-year lease income.

However in the long term, school 
officials say they may need Cub-
berley, either for a comprehensive 
high school or other educational 
purposes. The Cubberley lease is 
up for renewal in 2014.

The school district also owns the 
old Fremont Hills Elementary School 
campus in Los Altos Hills, currently 
leased to Pinewood School.

A recent surge in enrollment has 
shown no sign of slowing down. 
Officials are projecting growth of 
about 2 percent a year but stress 
that demographic predictions be-
yond about five years are not reli-
able.

Palo Alto had three comprehen-
sive high schools, three middle 
schools and 22 elementary schools 
when enrollment was at its historic 
high of 15,000 in 1968. 

Headcount had dropped by half — 
to 7,500 — in 1989, when it started 
on a steady upward trajectory.

Last fall, district-wide enrollment 
stood at 12,286. This year’s official 
tally will be taken in September. 

Staff writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

School building boom biggest since 1950s
Results of $378 million bond measure visible after four years of planning

by Chris Kenrick

CONSTRUCTION
School Project Budget Completion

Gunn Aquatic center: pool, showers, etc. $4.862 M June 2009

Industrial Arts bldg. $5 M January 2010

Air conditioning in existing rooms $2.3 M Summer 2011

New 24,000 sq. ft. gym $12.9 M By January 2013

28-room math/English bldg. plus 5-room language bldg. $25 M By Fall 2013

Paly Multi-use field facing Churchill $3.5 M February 2011

27-room math/history bldg. plus 25,000 sq. ft. media arts $37 M By Fall 2013

Stadium field project $5.1 M By early 2013

Tower Building improvements incl. new windows, boiler $1.5 M By early 2013

Jordan 6th grade classroom wing, new cafetorium, gym modernization, 
various classroom upgrades

$19.9 M In 2013

JLS 7th-8th grade classroom wing, new science labs, classroom and 
gym updates

$17.2 M By early 2014

Terman Library addition, office renovation, new drama classroom, and 
gym and classroom upgrades

$13.3 M By various dates 
in 2013

Ohlone 2-story 4th-5th grade bldg. $11.7 M January 2012

Fairmeadow 2-story 4th-5th grade bldg., plus other upgrades $9.5 M By spring 2013

Duveneck 2-story 4th-5th grade bldg., plus 2-room kinder, plus 3-room 1st 
grade

$11.1 M By fall 2014

All schools Technology upgrades: moving from desktops to laptops and 
tablets, plus printers

$1 M a year for 8 years

All elementary Interactive whiteboards plus “sound assists” $1.6 M

IN DESIGN
School Project Budget

Paly Performing Arts Building: 592 
seats, orchestra pit, fly tower

$24.4 M

Gunn Miranda parking/drop-off $3.9 M

FUTURE
School Project Budget

Paly Library renovations None listed

Building 300 renovations

Weight/fitness room

Gunn Performing arts complex None listed

Student activities area

Spangenberg modernization

What happening on Palo Alto campuses
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A longtime Palo Alto and 
Mountain View real estate in-
vestor has received a five-year 

federal prison term on Aug. 20 for 
bilking private lenders of millions 
of dollars, according to a federal 
prosecutor.

James Stanley Ward, 65, faced 18 
counts including conspiracy, mail 
fraud and wire fraud after he de-
ceived investors through his Moun-
tain View-based company Jim Ward 
& Associates, Inc., and its succes-
sor, JSW Financial, Inc.

According to seperate civil charg-
es brought by the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Ward and 
his three co-defendants propped up 
their failing real estate development 
projects while concealing $17 mil-
lion losses of investor money.

The men — Ward and co-defen-
dants Richard F. Tipton, 62, of Palo 
Alto, Edward George Locker, 36, of 
Highland Heights, Ohio, and David 
Lin of Los Altos — told investors 
their money would be used to make 
loans secured by residential real es-
tate. In reality, the men used most of 
the money to make unsecured and 
undocumented loans to entities that 
the defendants controlled. The in-
vestments they made in Silicon Val-
ley real estate development projects 
were suffering mounting losses and 

protracted delays.
As the enterprise collapsed, inves-

tors continued receiving monthly 
statements showing steady growth 
in the value of their portfolios, ac-
cording to the SEC.

The SEC also alleged that Ward 
and Locker took $900,000 of inves-
tor money to purchase homes for 
themselves.

Last December, Ward pleaded 
guilty to one count of conspiracy to 
commit mail and wire fraud. Pros-
ecutors had asked the court to im-
pose an eight-year-and-one-month 
sentence, but the court took the 
middle road. Ward will serve five 
years in prison and will be on su-
pervised probation for three years, 
including one year of home deten-
tion. A restitution hearing will take 
place within 90 days, Jack Gillund, 
U.S. Department of Justice Public 
Affairs spokesman, said. 

In his guilty plea, Ward admitted 
that from September 2005 through 
October 2008, the men gave inves-
tors documents that purported the 
funds were invested in loans that 
were secured by deeds of trust on 
California real estate, but the men 
knew that those representations 
were false, according to the indict-
ment. The companies did not secure 
investments in either the Blue Chip 

Realty Fund, LLC or the Shoreline 
Investment Fund, LLC, according to 
the indictment.

In November 2008, Ward and the 
others informed investors through 
the company’s bankruptcy attor-
ney that the company was broke, 
the funds were unsecured and in-
vestors would not likely recover 
any money. Many of the investors 
were retirees, according to court 
documents.

One 74-year-old victim reported 
that she lost all of her life savings 
and was in jeopardy of losing her 
home. Her daughter had to return 
home to help out with expenses, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

A retired journalist reported los-
ing 25 percent of his net worth, and 
another retiree said she was “ex-
tremely traumatized” and “found 
(her)self crying constantly,” pros-
ecutors said.

Ward was not as active in the 
fraud as was Locker, Tipton and 
Lin, according to prosecutors. He 
sold JSW in 2006 to Locker, Tipton 
and Lin but continued to partici-
pate in the business’ operations in 
the same manner. He was respon-
sible for investor relations, loan 
decisions, project management and 

CRIME

Local real estate investor gets five-year 
federal sentence

James Stanley Ward and others bilked investors in fraud scheme
by Sue Dremann

Upfront

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday: A Place To Keep God 
Rev. David Howell Preaching

Worship in our Outdoor Courtyard

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

COUNCIL REGIONAL HOUSING MANDATE COMMITTEE ... The commit-

tee plans to discuss the city’s response to the adopted Regional Housing 

Needs Allocation for the 2014-22 Housing Element cycle. The meeting will 

begin at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 28, in the Council Conference Room at 

City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to 

discuss the National Environment Element in the Comprehensive Plan, 

consider the landscape renovation plans for Eleanor Pardee Park and dis-

cuss the proposed bridge over Highway 101 at Adobe Creek. The meeting 

will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 28, in the Council Conference Room 

at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in closed session to review 

the performance of City Clerk Donna Grider. The meeting will begin at 5 

p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 29, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 

(250 Hamilton Ave.).

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 

plans to review the Transportation Element in the city’s revised Compre-

hensive Plan and consider a request to rezone a 1.6-acre site at 423-451 

Page Mill Road from single-family residential (R-1) to Service Commercial 

(CS). The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 29, in the 

Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in closed session to review 

the performance of City Auditor James Pelletier. The meeting will begin at 

5 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 30, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall 

(250 Hamilton Ave.).

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to review the top 

public-art projects from last year, as identified at the Americans for the Arts 

Conference. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 30, in the 

Downtown Library (270 Forest Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

T he entire Dumbarton Bridge 
will be closed to all traffic 
during Labor Day weekend for 

seismic retrofit work, from Friday, 
Aug. 31, at 10 p.m. to Tuesday, Sept. 
4, at 5 a.m.

Although just three decades old, 
the 1.6 mile bridge, also known as 
State Route 84, requires work so 
that it will meet all current seismic 
and safety design standards, offi-
cials from the Dumbarton Bridge 
Seismic Safety Project stated in a 
press release.

Crews plan to replace a so-called 
“expansion joint,” which allows the 
roadway to flex during an earth-
quake. The new seismic joint will 
include ball-bearing-like devices 
underneath the joint that will let the 
bridge deck shift like a pendulum 
rather than breaking. The bearings 
themselves will absorb and dissipate 
the seismic shocks.

With the new pendulum bearings, 
the roadway will sit 5 inches higher 
than it does now. The bridge deck 
currently stands 85 feet above the 
San Francisco Bay.

Over Memorial Day weekend, 
workers installed a similar joint at 
a pier on the western side of the 

bridge. This replacement will be on 
an eastern pier of the bridge. 

Because the work will span all the 
lanes, no motor vehicles, pedestrians 
or bicycles will be allowed on the 
bridge during the weekend. About 
61,000 vehicles cross the Dumbar-
ton every day. 

To get from the Peninsula to the 
East Bay, drivers can take Route 237 
to the south or the San Mateo Bridge 

via Route 92 to the north. 
The work is part of the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area Toll Bridge Seismic 
Retrofit Program, which includes 
six bridges, began in 2010 and is 
expected to be completed in 2013. 

Information about current traffic 
conditions and driving times during 
the closure is available by calling 
511 or going to www.511.org. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff 

TRANSPORTATION

Dumbarton Bridge to close 
Labor Day weekend

Alternate routes to East Bay include Route 237 and the San Mateo Bridge

During the Labor Day weekend, Peninsula motorists wishing to cross to 
the East Bay will have to take the San Mateo Bridge or Route 237, since 
the Dumbarton Bridge will be closed.

C
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(continued on page 12)
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Upfront

Social-media exec claims British Bankers Club
Eight months after the party stopped at the landmark British Bankers 

Club in Menlo Park, signs of revival appeared, thanks to a former social-
media executive with ties to Palo Alto.

According to the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol, which yanked the pub’s liquor license in January, a new company led 
by Owen Van Natta has asked to transfer the permit. Agency representa-
tives said the license is pending.

Van Natta, a Palo Alto resident and graduate of Palo Alto High School, 
worked in key positions at a roster of social-media companies — includ-
ing as COO of Facebook and CEO of MySpace — before resigning as 
chief business officer of Zynga last  November. He and his wife, Jennifer, 
applied for the alcohol license as the owners of Evergreen Park Hospital-
ity Group, based in Palo Alto. The company also filed for federal registra-
tion of the BBC trademark in March.

The historic brick building at 1090 El Camino Real used to house 
Menlo Park’s administrative and police departments, but in more recent 
years became known for a crowd whose rowdiness resulted in numerous 
police visits.

The BBC made headlines in 2010 when a busboy and a cook were ar-
rested for sexually assaulting two women at the club. Police said the men 
followed the women when they went to an upstairs room in the club to sleep 
after becoming intoxicated. Both men pleaded guilty to related charges.

Former owners Lance White and Richard Eldridge initially said the 
BBC had closed for remodeling but eventually posted on its website say-
ing that it would not reopen.

The signs of revival are sparse, however: Phone lines remain discon-
nected at the club, and calls to the Evergreen Group went unanswered. 
Menlo Park city staff said no one has yet applied for the new business 
license required to reopen the BBC. 

Van Natta was not available for comment on plans for the club. 
— Sandy Brundage

Suspect sought in Crescent Park groping
Palo Alto police are seeking a man who they say groped a woman 

standing next to her car in the Crescent Park neighborhood Monday 
afternoon, Aug. 20.

The incident took place at about noon on the 600 
block of Fulton Street, according to the police. The 
victim, a woman in her 20s, had stopped in front 
of her parked car and was retrieving keys from her 
purse when a man approached her from behind. 
He allegedly grabbed her buttocks under her dress 
and then ran east on Hamilton Avenue. The victim 
immediately called the police, who responded but 
were unable to find the attacker.

The suspect was described as an East Indian man 
between 25 and 35 years of age. He had black hair 
and was wearing an orange “varsity-style” jacket, 
blue jeans and shoes similar to Vans, police said. 

Police released a sketch of the suspect Tuesday morning.
Police ask anyone with information about this incident to call 650-329-

2413. People can also email anonymous tips to paloalto@tipnow.org or 
send them by text or voice mail to 650-383-8984. 

— Gennady Sheyner

 School board: state ballot measures ‘critical’
With school districts across California slashing programs and payrolls, 

four Palo Alto school board members Tuesday, Aug. 21, said they would 
endorse both school funding measures on California’s November ballot.

Though neither measure is perfect, it’s important to “stand shoulder to 
shoulder” with other districts that are “hemorrhaging very badly,” board 
member Dana Tom said at the first Board of Education meeting of the 
2012-13 school year.

The two measures are Proposition 30, Gov. Jerry Brown’s temporary 
taxes to fund education and local public-safety funding, and Proposition 
38, Los Angeles lawyer Molly Munger’s proposed tax to fund education 
and early childhood programs.

“If we get neither measure passed, it’s really, really bad,” Tom said. 
“Many districts in our state have used up their arsenal of backstops to 
scrape by, from not having the required minimum reserve funds to cut-
ting the school year, and further cuts would be devastating to them.”

If both measures pass, the state Constitution specifies that the provi-
sions of the measure receiving more “yes” votes prevails.

Failure of Brown’s measure would trigger $6 billion in immediate 
spending cuts, mainly to education.

Palo Alto is shielded from the brunt of those because it relies on the 
state for only 3 percent of its operating revenue, with 74 percent coming 
from local property tax. In fact, with a strong local real estate market and 
increased assessments, the Palo Alto school district may face something 
of a financial windfall in the coming year.

The school board will formally vote on endorsing the ballot measures 
Sept. 4. 

— Chris Kenrick

News Digest
8:30 A.M., Thursday, September 6, 2012 Palo 

Alto Council Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 

250 Hamilton Avenue. Go to the Development 

Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review filed 

documents; contract Diana Tamale for information 

regarding business hours at 650.329.2144

180 El Camino Real (12PLN-00262): Request by 

Macy’s Inc. on behalf of Leland Standford Junior 

University for preliminary Architectural Review of 

a new three story retail space for Bloomingdale’s 

totaling 120,000 square feet and located within 

the Standford Shopping Center. Zone District: CC 

(Community Commerical).

Amy French 

Chief Planning Official 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board (ARB)
Corrections
The Aug. 17 edition’s Best Of sec-
tion stated that Best Bike Shop 
Mike’s Bikes sells used bikes. It 
only sells new bikes. In the edi-
tion’s Book Talk column, it should 
be clarified that Michael Krasny’s 
talk, “An Evening of Jewish Humor,” 
at 8 p.m. on Aug. 26 is a ticketed 
event; he is not among the free 
speakers at Litquake. The Around 
the Block column stated that sur-
veys had been sent to all Palo Alto 
residents about backflow devices; 
those surveys won’t be sent until 
the fall. In the article about storm 
drains, “Pooling their resources,” 
it was incorrectly stated that the 
city is considering paying residents 
to irrigate new bioretention plant-
ers. That plan has been rejected; 
however, the city does offer finan-
cial incentives to residents who 
reduce storm-water runoff. Also, 
the Southgate storm-drain project 
does not require the approval of 
residents and is funded by just 
one source: the citywide storm-
drainage fee. The Weekly regrets 
the errors. To request a correction, 
contact Editor Jocelyn Dong at 
650-223-6514, jdong@paweekly.
com or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, 
CA 94302.
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Upfront

Accused murderer ruled fit to stand trial
A San Mateo County judge ruled Wednesday that a man accused 

of fatally shooting East Palo Alto community activist David Lewis 
outside the Hillsdale Shopping Center in San Mateo in 2010 has been 
restored to competency. (Posted Aug. 23 at 1:22 p.m.)

Failure in Middlefield power line caused outage
A failure in the underground power line along Middlefield Road 

between Loma Verde and Colorado avenues caused 1,958 Palo Alto 
utilities customers to lose power Tuesday, Aug. 21, according to a city 
utilities official. (Posted Aug. 22 at 9:57 a.m.)

Lawsuit filed after teen struck on El Camino
A Menlo Park family is suing a motorist and a number of public 

agencies, including Menlo Park and Atherton, for negligence and the 
“dangerous condition of public property” as a result of 2011 accident 
that injured teenager Courtney Schrier. (Posted Aug. 21 at 1:41 p.m.)

Power outage hits Midtown Palo Alto
An outage that occurred at about 9:20 a.m. Tuesday morning left  

1,958 Palo Alto customers without power, according to a city official. 
(Posted Aug. 21 at 9:59 a.m.)

Mountain View man makes 600th blood donation
A 75-year-old Mountain View man hit a personal milestone when he 

made his 600th blood donation at the Stanford Blood Center Monday 
afternoon. (Posted Aug. 21 at 9:24 a.m.)

Mosquito district waits on West Nile test results
A second gray squirrel tested positive for low levels of West Nile 

virus (WNV) in Menlo Park, according to the county. (Posted Aug. 20 

at 4:58 p.m.)

Thieves break into four cars on Sand Hill Road
Clean cars, dirty cars, BMW, Audi — the burglars weren’t picky 

as they broke into four vehicles on Sand Hill Road on Aug. 15. (Posted 

Aug. 20 at 4:57 p.m.)

Rice to join formerly men-only Augusta
Breaking down social barriers is nothing new to Condoleeza Rice. 

The first African-American woman appointed U.S. Secretary of State 
broke another one Monday, being invited to join Augusta National Golf 
Club as one of its first two female members. (Posted Aug. 20 at 2:59 p.m.)

Police detonate suspicious package in Palo Alto
A suspicious device found on a residential lawn in Palo Alto Fri-

day, Aug. 17, was at first suspected of being an acid bomb by a Santa 
Clara County Bomb Squad investigator. But after it was detonated, 
the device was determined to have been an object used to produce 
narcotics, Palo Alto police Agent Marianna Villaescusa said. (Posted 

Aug. 17 at 3:31 p.m.)

$8,550 Rolex stolen at Stanford Shopping Center
An expensive Rolex watch was snatched from the Shreve & Co. 

jewelry store at Stanford Shopping Center Tuesday, Aug. 14, Palo Alto 
police said. (Posted Aug. 16 at 11:01 a.m.)

Matadero Creek dry-out puzzles residents
For years, Matadero Creek in Palo Alto’s Barron Park neighbor-

hood flowed year round. But on June 27, the water level dropped by a 
foot, with sections of the creek suddenly turning bone dry. Residents 
and experts are speculating about the possible causes. (Posted Aug. 16 at 

10:23 a.m.)

Car nearly hits home after driver has seizure
A man having a seizure Wednesday night was rescued from his 

vehicle by Palo Alto firefighters and emergency crews after his car 
veered off Middlefield Road and struck a brick fence, Battalion Chief 
Doug Conn said. (Posted Aug. 16 at 9:21 a.m.)

Bay Area real estate prices highest in four years
Bay Area home sales are continuing to rise, with the median sale 

price the highest it has been in nearly four years, according to a real 
estate report released Wednesday, Aug. 15. (Posted Aug. 16 at 8:49 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

Notice is hereby given that proposals will be received by the Palo Alto 
Unified School District for bid package:

Contract Name: Palo Alto High School Window Replacement at 
Tower Building & Haymarket Theatre
Contract No.: PAW-12

Description of the Work: The abatement of lead paint, demolition of 
existing windows, reframing windows, supply and installation of new 
windows. Work to be conducted in an occupied building, contractor 
is required to accommodate and coordinate with the District’s work 
schedule. Work hours may be performed during after hours. Bid 
documents contain full scope of work.

Mandatory Job Walk: 10:00a.m. on August 22, 2012 starting at 
the front of Palo Alto High School’s Administration, 50 Embarca-
dero Road, Palo Alto, California 94301

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District Facilities 
Office, Building “D”. Proposals are due on September 7th, 2012 
10:00am. It is the contractor’s responsibility to ensure bid is received 
at the District Facilities Office.

Bidding Documents: Plans and specifications are available at ARC 
Reprographics located at 1100 Industrial Rd. Unit 13, San Carlos, 
CA 94070 for $100 | Phone: (650) 517-1895 This fee is refundable 
if the Contract Documents are returned in clean condition back to the 
District Facilities Office no later than ten (10) calendar days after the 
date of the bid opening. Bidders may also examine Bidding Docu-
ments at Facilities Office, Building “D”. 

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must comply 
with all prevailing wage laws applicable to the Project, and related 
requirements contained in the Contract Documents.

Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor Compliance 
Program (LCP) for the duration of this project. In bidding this project, 
the contractor warrants he/she is aware and will follow the Public 
Works Chapter of the California Labor Code comprised of labor code 
sections 1720 – 1861.  A copy of the Districts LCP is available for 
review at 25 Churchill Avenue, Building D, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

1. A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contractor 
or subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law require-
ments applicable to the contract.
2. Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and furnish 
to the District, at a designated time, a certified copy of each payroll 
with a statement of compliance signed under penalty of perjury.
3. The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll 
records to verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter of the 
Labor Code.
4. The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll records 
are delinquent or inadequate.
5. The District shall withhold contract payments as described in 
the LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and La-
bor Commissioner establish that underpayment of other violations 
has occurred.

For more details on obtaining plans and specifications, the mandatory 
job walk, bid submission, or prevailing wage laws please contact:

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building “D”
Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099
Attn: Ron Smith
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588

Palo Alto Unified School District

property acquisitions. He also re-
ceived $20,000 per month for his 
role at Columbiana Development, 
Inc., a general contractor business 
in the same building as JSW, ac-
cording to court papers.

Although he had semi-retired 
and spent most of his time living in 
Ohio, he knew of the fraud that was 
mainly perpetrated by the other de-
fendants. And although Ward’s real 
estate license was revoked, he con-
tinued to tout the business to inves-
tors and did not disclose the frauds, 
prosecutors said.

But prosecutors said the govern-
ment believes Ward and the other 
co-defendants did not set out to de-
fraud investors or to enrich himself 
with fraud proceeds.

“Ward, who has a long track 
record in the hard-money lending 
business and who was well known 
in the Peninsula community, held 
the subjective hope that he, Lock-
er, Tipton and Lin could turn the 
business around, given more time 
for the market to improve and a 

hiatus from the crushing monthly 
interest payment obligations. Un-
fortunately for the investors (and 
ultimately for the defendants), 
Ward and his co-defendants chose 
criminal deception as the means to 
that end,” prosecutors said in court 
documents for his sentencing. Up 
to the time of the crime, he has 
conducted his business affairs “in 
a completely blameless manner,” 
they stated. 

An Ohio businessman who knows 
Ward and spoke on condition of 
anonymity, told the Weekly by 
email that Ward was an extremely 
successful businessman, and many 
locals invested with him over the 
years without problems.

“We are baffled by these events 
as he was a local icon and regarded 
highly by most. Our thoughts are 
with him and his family and we 
hope they make it through this in 
one piece,” he said in an email to 
the Weekly.

Ward is a native of Columbiana, 
Ohio, who was a track star and 
went to Stanford University on track 
scholarship, according to the associ-
ate. He lived in Palo Alto most of his 
life and moved to Delaware, Ohio, 
a few years ago when he retired or 
was semi-retired. He frequently re-
turned to Mountain View to conduct 
business.

Ward’s attorney, Acting Federal 
Public Defender Geoffrey Hansen, 
could not be reached for comment.

Tipton, Lin and Locker are due to 
be sentenced on Sept. 10 in federal 
court in San Francisco. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Fraud
(continued from page 10)

Architectural Review Board (Aug. 16)
Creek: The board discussed the proposed flood-control project around San Francis-
quito Creek, between the Bay and Highway 101. The project includes reconfiguration 
of the Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course. Action: None

Board of Education (Aug. 21)
New middle school: The board gave Superintendent Kevin Skelly the go-ahead to be-
gin searching for a location on which to open a fourth middle school. Action: None
Annual goals: The board held a lengthy discussion of proposed “focused goals” for 
2012-13 and asked Superintendent Kevin Skelly to return with a reduced and simpli-
fied list for a future vote. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

‘We are baffled by 
these events as he 
was a local icon and 
regarded highly by 
most.’ 

—an Ohio business associate
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Parman, Santa Clara County Vector 
Control acting district manager. 

The chemicals pose little dan-
ger to people, and there are no 
residences or businesses within 
the area to be treated, according 
to Vector Control. The products 
act specifically on mosquitoes and 
are short-lived in the environment. 
The products control the immature 
(aquatic stage) mosquitoes but are 
not harmful to birds, fish, other in-
sects, wildlife or humans.

Parman said the district would 
take to the air again next week but 
with a different, granular form of 
chemical. That form should be lon-
ger lasting, such that weekly spray-
ing of liquids won’t be necessary, 
he said.

Thursday’s spraying is different 
from recent fogging operations that 
took place in Los Altos. Unlike the 
very low-volume aerosol that focused 
on adult mosquitoes, these applica-

tions are being applied at 10 gallons 
of water per acre, to thoroughly cov-
er the marshes, officials said.

The Water District, meanwhile, 
is awaiting permits and is prepar-
ing environmental documents prior 
to fixing the gate, Grimes said. The 
district hopes to have a final permit 
from the state Regional Quality 
Control Board by the end of next 
week, he said.

A temporary fix cannot be made 
until after the nesting season under 
the Migratory Bird Act, however.

“The good news is it will take one 
day to do a temporary fix,” he said, 
adding the hole would be filled by 
pressure grouting prior to the winter 
rainy season.

Plans for a permanent fix are not 
yet in place, he said.

The salt-marsh mosquito has not 
been shown to transmit West Nile 
Virus, but it is known to bite vi-
ciously during the day and can fly 
up to five miles from its breeding 
grounds to feed on humans and oth-
er mammals, officials said. Many 
Palo Alto and Menlo Park residents 

have complained about being bitten 
numerous times by the blood-suck-
ing insects.

Vector Control is encouraging 
residents to report places where 
mosquitoes are breeding and take 
steps to avoid getting bitten, such 
as wearing long-sleeved shirts and 
long pants and applying repellent 
when outdoors where mosquitoes 
are biting.

More information about mosquito 
prevention or the products used in 
spraying is available at www.sc-
cVector.org or by calling 408-918-
4770. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Upfront

Feeling Good Is

EVEN BETTER
With Our Private Pay Short Term Care.

 Transitions in chemo therapy and surgical recoveries can be difficult. But with our staff (care and 
supervision by our licensed nurses), experience, and assistance, your short-term stay is the best. If 
you or a loved one would like help with medications, assistance as needed — even 24 hours a day—
we can do all of it. And your stay includes your own private room with comfortable bed, plasma TV, 
luxurious bath, optional meals, as well as transportation for doctor’s appointments. For only $135 
a day we offer the very best private pay care. Scheduling your stay is easy. Call 650.327.4333

401 Webster Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301                  websterhousepaloalto.org            
A non-denominational, not-for-profit community. License No. 435294364 COA #246  EPWH645-01EA 01 062212

Mosquito
(continued from page 3)

A helicopter sprayed between 150 
and 400 acres — represented by 
the thatched area on the map — 
at the edge of the San Francisco 
Bay with environmentally safe 
products, attacking mosquito 
larvae before they can hatch into 
aggressively biting mosquitoes.
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whose mission more closely aligns 
with Safe Ride,” Barb Larkin, CEO 
of American Red Cross Silicon Val-
ley Chapter, said in announcing clo-
sure of the program.

“We are proud to have partnered 
with teams from nine extraordinary 
high schools who worked tirelessly 
to support the Safe Ride program 
over the last 27 years.”

Schools most recently participat-
ing in the program were Castilleja, 
Gunn, Los Altos High School, 
Menlo School, Summit Prepara-
tory High School, Mountain View 
High School, Menlo-Atherton High 
School, Sacred Heart School and 
Woodside High School.

Larkin said the Red Cross decided 
to focus its limited resources on its 
core mission of disaster prepared-
ness and response.

The Safe Ride program was ini-
tiated by students from Palo Alto 
and Gunn high schools after Scott 
Safreed, 17, was killed May 29, 
1983, in an Embarcadero Road 
accident with a 16-year-old drunk 
driver.

Beacom said liability and staff-
ing issues would make it difficult 
to replace Safe Ride as it was but 
added it is worth a community dis-
cussion.

“The Red Cross deserves a huge 
thank you for having taken this on 
for so many years,” she said.

“I think there’s still a lot of good-
will about trying to do something. 
It’s good for teens to know that this 
exists, that there are alternatives.

“This is a leadership program for 
students, and it needs staffing, su-
pervision and management.”

Beacom said she can be contacted 
at beacomb@pamf.org. 

Is a service offering rides to teens on 
Friday and Saturday nights needed? 
Share your opinion on Town Square, the 
community discussion forum on Palo 
Alto Online. 

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Safe Ride
(continued from page 3)
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Matches in the woods
Editor,

Better to prevent a fire in the for-
est than to need to put one out. So 
I’m writing (with 15 years of teach-
ing experience at Gunn) with a tip 
about matches in the woods. The 
woods are the world of our school, 
and the matches would be an over-
emphasis on reforming our counsel-
ing services, which could burn up 
our best energies in arguments over 
something of limited importance for 
kids. 

Instead we should focus on cre-
ating the reforms that would make 
a solid difference: advising parents 
and teenagers about the toxicity of 
taking too many APs; distancing 
students, during the day, from their 
distracting and harmful attachment 
to their phones and social media; 
implementing school-wide tech-
nology to monitor and coordinate 
homework loads; rooting out the 
academic dishonesty that puts ev-
ery competitive student into a high-
stress to-cheat-or-not-to-cheat bind; 
mitigating the growth of class-sizes 
that places kids at increasing emo-
tional and academic distance from 
their teachers; loving our kids more 
for their humor, confidence, com-
passion, daring, patience, insight, 
honor and playfulness than for their 
grades.

It’s time to keep our cool, be ef-
fective and do all we can to safe-
guard the critters.

Marc Vincenti
Los Robles Avenue

Palo Alto

Value religious freedom

Editor,
Four years ago last week, a gun-

man opened fire on attendees of the 
Knoxville, Tenn., Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church. Deja vu struck 
this week when I heard about the 
fatal attack upon Sikhs in their Oak 
Creek, Wisc., gurdwara, and then 
the burning of a mosque in Joplin, 
Mo. All of us must support our Sikh, 
Muslim, South Asian and Arab 
neighbors, who even here are af-
fected by these apparent hate crimes 
far away.

As U.S. citizens and as Unitar-
ian Universalists, the people of my 
congregation treasure religious free-
dom and the diversity it nurtures. 
We grieve with those who have lost 
the right to worship safely, as well 
as their loved ones and spiritual 
home.

When Lt. Brian Murphy was shot 
defending the Wisconsin temple, 
his superior officer humbly insisted 
that this bravery was just their job. 
We all have the job of defending our 
neighbors against violence and in-
timidation. Will we?

Rev. Amy Zucker Morgenstern
Parish Minister, Unitarian  

Universalist Church of Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Surprise mosquito attack   
D emonstrating that one never knows where danger lurks, an 

unprecedented mosquito infestation suddenly erupted across 
areas within a few miles of the Palo Alto Baylands early last 

week, signaling a significant problem with the flood-control equip-
ment that protects us against flooding. 

The culprit is a major breach in an important flood-control gate 
that regulates the amount of water in the flood basin. The leak has 
caused the flooding of more than 200 acres of marshland and has 
created the conditions for millions of decade-old mosquito eggs to 
suddenly hatch and begin a breeding cycle, including some nasty 
bites.

The agency responsible for the flood gate, the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District, acknowledges that it has known about a smaller leak 
since last November and said it “had plans to budget an investiga-
tion for a repair project for the coming budget year,” according to a 
statement on its website.

But about two weeks ago the leak expanded significantly, trigger-
ing not only the mosquito infestation but all-out efforts by another 
agency, the Santa Clara County Vector Control District, to bring the 
problem under control. Helicopters sprayed the Baylands Thursday 
morning and another spraying is anticipated next week, which is 
hoped will be adequate if repair plans remain on track.

The annoyance of the nasty mosquitoes aside, the problem with 
the flood-control tidal gate cannot be taken lightly. The water dis-
trict sent divers into the water last fall to investigate the leak and 
determined that a basketball-sized hole had developed under the 
flood gates, allowing tidal water into the flood basin when the gates 
were closed.

At that time, the district staff concluded the leak was harmless 
and dangers of a larger breach were small enough to simply monitor 
the problem and plan for a later fix.

Fortunately, last winter was mild and didn’t bring any flood-
threatening run-off conditions requiring use of the flood basin. But 
the proper functioning of this tidal gate is essential to providing an 
outlet for water flowing from Barron, Adobe and Matadero creeks 
during high tides and flood-danger conditions.

With the larger leak now posing a bigger problem, the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District is moving forward to obtain the emergency 
permits and approvals to do the repairs that they should have un-
dertaken last November.  

The current plan, assuming approvals from numerous state and 
federal agencies, calls for closing the leak under the flood gate 
with a temporary patch in early September, which should end the 
immediate crisis.

Aside from the error in not getting this problem fixed before it 
got worse, neither the water district nor the vector control district 
met their responsibility for good public communications. No pub-
lic notifications were made by the water district about the initial 
leak and both agencies failed to take initiative to alert the public 
to the larger breach. The situation became public when a resident 
posted on Palo Alto Online’s Town Square forum the response she 
had received after emailing the vector control district to complain 
about the mosquitoes. That is not an acceptable public information 
strategy.

Saving safe rides for teens 

A small but important program that uses local teen and adult 
volunteers to provide no-questions-asked safe rides home 
to teens between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday 

nights is on the verge of shutting down.  
The Red Cross has decided the small $15,000 a year “Safe 

Ride” program no longer fits into their mission and will discon-
tinue it Sept. 5 unless another group steps forward to take it over.  
Safe Ride uses student volunteers and numerous adult chaperones 
who answer phones and drive the cars that are the backbone of 
the program. In recent years the number of successful Safe Ride 
missions has decreased, down to 200 or so from a high of more 
than 600 in 2008-09, either reflecting a lack of promotion and 
marketing or teens being more responsible about drinking and 
driving and using designated drivers.

Unfortunately, the Red Cross has not given other potential 
sponsors, such as the YMCA or other groups affiliated with Palo 
Alto’s Project Safety Net, much time to assess the need and value 
of the Safe Ride program and to consider taking it over. We hope 
the short time frame doesn’t keep those groups from doing just 
that.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage  
or on issues of local interest.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
 We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, 
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be 
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a 
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant  
Eric Van Susteren at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

? Should the Safe Ride program  
be saved?

On mosquito spraying
Posted Aug. 15 by Mosquito 

Food, a resident of the Duve-
neck/St. Francis neighborhood: 

Hooray!

Posted Aug. 15 by Spray-Spray-
Spray, a resident of Another Palo 
Alto neighborhood: 

It’s about time that someone is 
doing something. If we had an 
honest City Council, they would 
have been demanding action 
much earlier. But this group is 
still secretly boosting HSR, and 
have no idea what is going on lo-
cally.

Wonder if anyone in the media 
will take the initiative to track 
down the chain of events that 
started with the break in the sea-
wall, up to this aerial spraying. 
It would be really interesting to 
find out how long each of the 
intermediate events took before 

someone in the “chain of author-
ity” actually took some action.

Calls into question how this 
bunch would provide public 
health services in a real crisis.

Posted Aug. 16 by Red Itchy 
Bumps, a resident of the Palo 
Verde neighborhood: 

SPRAY SPRAY SPRAY 
SPRAY !!!!!

Thank you. This infestation is 
the worst we’ve seen in 25 years. 
We are mauled the moment we 
step outside of our home. The 
kids complain continually of 
pain that these little blood suck-
ing helicopters inflict.

On a side note....Why is there 
no information on repairing the 
Tide/Flood prevention walls? 
I can deal with a few hundred 
mosquito bites...but 24” of wa-
ter in the living room would be 
ruinous. 

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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What do you think about ending the Safe Ride program, which provides confidential rides for teens who 
have been drinking?  Asked on Middlefield Road and Park Boulevard, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Lauren-Marie Sliter.

Guillermo Torrez
Computer programmer
 Park Avenue
“I think it’s a tragedy. I can’t imagine it 
will be good for the community.”

Heather McDaniel
Writer
Oxford Street
“It’s really unfortunate that the pro-
gram has to be shut down. While I 
don’t condone underage drinking, teen-
agers do drink and having a safe ride 
home is incredibly important.”

James Castro
Musician 
Oxford Street
“I think it should stay open. It could 
save lives.”

Alex Beejan
Teacher
Leland Avenue
“I hate to see this program go.”

Kyle Baldwin
Fundraising organizer
Grant Street
“This program getting cut is devastat-
ing because it’s putting people’s lives 
in danger.”

by Jay Thorwaldson

P alo Alto schools 
have felt the bite 
of the Great Re-

cession and severe cuts 
in state funding for local 
districts. 

But thanks to healthy 
reserves much of the se-
verity has missed Palo 
Alto schools. 

Not so in some neigh-
boring districts and districts and schools state-
wide. 

Increasingly, educators and their supporters 
— in a blend of hope and dread — are looking 
to the Nov. 6 outcome of Proposition 30, Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s bail-out balancing act of cuts and 
taxes. 

Cash-strapped California has made direct cuts 
to school funding and made “deferrals,” cuts 
that someday will be paid back to local districts. 
Someday. Most cuts come in the form of reduc-
tions in per-pupil reimbursements, to which Palo 
Alto is not immune.

Since 2008-09, per-pupil funding for Palo Alto 
students has fallen by $1,355, or 10 percent, while 
enrollment has climbed by 9 percent, from 11,431 
to 12,466 this fall. Any beginning-math student 
can read the handwriting on the whiteboard. 

It’s not just this year’s cuts that hurt. It’s the 
cut-after-cut drumbeat since 2009 — earlier for 
some districts — that creates a sense of discour-
agement and loss that educators don’t talk about 
much, in public at least. 

The real cost of the cuts can’t be measured 
only in dollars and lost programs. There are in-
tangible yet real impacts on people’s lives: those 
who chose education as their profession, who 
spent years becoming trained, and who are ide-

alistically dedicated to quality education. 
Yes, there are burned-out, worn-out and not-

so-dedicated teachers and administrators. 
Yet over years of covering communities and 

schools as a reporter and editor the vast major-
ity of those I’ve known have a deep and abiding 
sense of commitment to their students, parents 
and the effects of their endeavors. 

Now we face a sad new world of diminishing 
resources, ironically at a time when the cry is 
loudest to improve education to meet worldwide 
competition. While statistics-heavy budget re-
ports mention “cutting programs” they actually 
mean staff, thus increasing class sizes or reduc-
ing support services and training. 

Those cut almost always are the newest staff, 
the bright, most enthusiastic teachers. Those are 
teachers whose enthusiasm is not yet damped 
down by school bureaucracy, overly entitled par-
ents and critical blogs and tweets — sniper shots 
from the anonymous undergrowth of today’s 
social-network. 

But even Palo Alto’s deep reserves of $12.7 
million won’t last. This year’s “flat” budget calls 
for use of nearly $5.6 million to stave off major 
cuts if Prop. 30 fails — in addition to $2.5 mil-
lion in “budget solutions” (translation: cuts).

If Prop. 30 passes, only about $276,000 would 
come from reserves. But that would be followed 
by a $2.4 million bite in 2013-14 followed by $5.8 
million and $4.1 million respectively in the fol-
lowing two years. 

“The estimated fund balance available to miti-
gate future budget cuts of $12.7 million will be 
fully exhausted by the end of 2014-15” if Prop. 
30 fails, this year’s budget summary warns. If 
it passes, the gap-filler reserves will still be ex-
hausted by the end of 2015-16, unless the land-
scape changes. 

One bright spot is that property assessments 

already are higher than the 2 percent projected 
in the conservative budget, at a 5.3 percent in-
crease, but there’s a lag between assessments 
and revenues. Palo Alto also is blessed by $11.9 
million from a voter-approved parcel tax and by 
$4.5 million in donations from a community 
dedicated to great schools — which relate to high 
residential property values. 

Other districts are not so fortunate. Many resi-
dents can’t afford substantial donations, and get-
ting a new tax approved is difficult.

Some districts face what one administrator in 
a sprawling rural county called “horrific” cuts 
if Prop. 30 fails and there is no equivalent relief 
package forthcoming from a polarized state. 

School districts in the rural region have lost 
$22 million in the past five years and face losing 
millions more, including cuts even if Prop. 30 is 
approved. 

Yet the true long-term impact may not be in 
dollars but in an intangible loss. 

“I think there’s a sadness. It is demoralizing,” 
the administrator said in a recent conversation. 
“You know, we’ve spent our careers trying to en-
sure that we’ve got quality education for children, 
and now we’re dismantling programs that make 
a difference.”

With teacher layoffs, careers are being ended 
as class sizes increase. 

“We’re seeing the brightest, our youngest folks 
who are coming into the profession, and they’re 
coming in at a time when we’re saying to them, 
‘We can’t continue’” under the longstanding 
“last-in-first-out” rule.

“What a loss in terms of impact. You’re seeing 
a generation of children who are not getting the 
same benefit that the generation before got.” 

That loss may not be fully visible yet to the 
public — ironically because of the educators’ 
dedication. 

“We’ve made do,” one administrator said — 
adapting to cuts as they arrived to keep quality 
high. “We continue to make do for kids be-
cause ... that’s been our passion for the entire 
course of our careers. ... The public doesn’t see 
a significant difference because we continue to 
figure it out.” In some ways, educators “have 
been our own worst enemies” by being dedi-
cated and resourceful. 

But the added loss of hundreds of dollars 
more in per-pupil funding could mean short-
ening the school year by up to three weeks for 
some districts. 

“That’s what we could see. And do we really 
believe that, in comparison to other countries, 
what we want in the United States is for our 
kids to receive three weeks less of school?” 
the first administrator said. 

Palo Alto Superintendent Kevin Skelly 
agrees that educators have “worked hard to 
keep cuts away” from students. “We know 
times are tough for schools,” even though Palo 
Alto is not as badly off as many other districts, 
he said. 

He acknowledged the impact on teachers 
and administrators, noting that a former su-
perintendent, the late Don Phillips, faced cuts 
during his last two years in Palo Alto that were 
“a tremendous source of sadness” for him — a 
sadness shared by many other educators to-
day. 

“The harder part is that it feels that it’s dis-
proportionate, that education is getting cut 
more than other areas. That makes it harder 
for educators,” Skelly said. 

Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be emailed at jthorwaldson@paweekly.
com with a copy to jaythor@well.com. He 
also writes biweekly blogs at www.PaloAl-
toOnline.com (below Town Square). 

School districts balance dread with hope on Prop. 30 tax vote
On Deadline

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Donald R. Cooper
Donald R. Cooper died in Truc-

kee, Calif., on Aug. 8, 2012, after 
a long illness. 

The oldest child of Beatrice 
Cooper and Donald M. Cooper, he 
was born in Los Angeles on Dec. 
13, 1931. He attended Loyola High 
School and then moved to north-
ern California, where he graduated 
from Stanford University in 1955 
and University of the Pacific Den-
tal School in 1961. 

He served in the U.S. Navy as 
Ensign and Lieutenant J.G. aboard 
the USS Erben, which took him 
around the world. He was a dentist 
in Palo Alto for 38 years. He was 
active in community service, acting 
as president of Neighbors Abroad, 
president of Kiwanis in Palo Alto, 
lieutenant governor of Kiwanis In-

ternational, 
and most 
recently, as 
treasurer of 
North Tahoe 
Arts. 

He was an 
avid skier 
on snow and 
water and he 
spea rhead-
ed several 
large and 
small theat-

rical performances. Music was a 
lifelong passion; he played with 
his Navy shipboard band and he 
founded the Bay Area bluegrass 
band Wild Oats and Honey with 
his wife. He sang and played gui-
tar and harmonica with the group 
for 11 years. 

He is survived by artist and mu-
sician Mary Lou, his wife of 47 
years; daughters, Valerie Myers 
(Steve), Kathleen Cooper, Linda 
Burbank (Sam); grandchildren, 
Scott Myers, Taryn Myers, Celeste 
Burbank; sister, Jeanne McClellan 
(Barry); niece, Donna Forman; 
nephew, Kelly Seyarto (Denise); 
nephew, Stephen Seyarto (Sher-
rell); and a multitude of cousins. 
He was predeceased by his sister, 

Diane Seyarto, and his daughter, 
Elizabeth Joy.

Sarah Elizabeth Drake
Sarah E. (Pehrson) Drake, 90, 

died surrounded by her family 
on Aug. 15 at her home in Palo 
Alto. She was the widow of Em-
erson L. Drake. She was born 
June 1, 1922, in St. Peter, Minn., 
the daughter of the late John and 
Emma (Wolfe) Pehrson. She grad-
uated from the Peabody Nursing 
School in 1944 and worked as a 
registered nurse at the VA hospi-
tal before wedding her husband 
Sept. 17, 1948. She is survived by 
a son, Greg Drake of Hayward, 
and a daughter, Rebecca Drake of 
Palo Alto, with whom she lived. 
She was predeceased by four 
brothers: Howard, Charles, Wil-
lard and Franklin Pehrson. 

A service will take place on 
Friday, Aug. 31, at 2 p.m. at the 
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, 
950 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo 
Park.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests that contributions in Sar-
ah Drake’s memory be made to the 
Palo Alto Humane Society, P.O. 
Box 60715, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Alice Ruth (Burton) Knight died Sunday August 12, 2012, 
after a brief illness in Laguna Hills, she was 81 years old.

Born September 10, 1930 in Long Beach CA, Alice attended 
Wilson High School and San Jose State, where she studied and 
received her teaching credential.  She met and married Charles 
Knight, where over the course of their 61 years together they 
lived in Palo Alto, Camino, San Andreas, Belmont, Los Altos, 
and Laguna Beach, where they lived and enjoyed the beach the 
last 18 years together.

Alice was a sports enthusiast, who loved to play tennis and 
watch her children and grandchild in their sports endeavors.  
She enjoyed getting together with close friends for a day of 
bridge.  She was a supporter of environmental conservation 
and a lover of all things green including her Prius.

Alice is survived by her husband Charles, her children 
Victoria ‘Tore’ (Ernie) Correa of Angles Camp, CA, Andrea 
(Tim) McGinley of Laguna Hills, CA, grandchildren; Taylor, 
Brittany, Kelsey McGinley, Jessica, Matthew, Correa, and 
great grandchildren, Izabella, Izaak Tapia, Zoey, and Allison 
Correa.

Memorial Services were held in Laguna Beach at St. Mary 
on Monday, August 20th at 1 pm.

In lieu of flowers a memorial contributions may be made to 
Laguna Canyon Conservancy, P.O. Box 1383 Laguna Beach, 
CA 92652 

Alice Ruth (Burton) Knight
September 10, 1930 – August 12, 2012

5K walk, 5K & 10K run

RUN & WALK
Moonlight

Register online at PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

Sept. 
28

Support Local Business
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POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Aug. 15-Aug. 22
Violence related
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Counterfitting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Driving w/suspended license  . . . . . . . . .4
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. traffic violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . .10
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Disturbing the piece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

—For 21+ at  7  PM—Litquake has  i t  a l l

First
Edit ion

at  the
OFJCC

First
Edit ion

at  the
OFJCC

Society of Young Inklings
PJ Library
BOOKS, INC.—Official Litquake Bookseller 

—Purchase tickets for Michael Krasny at
www.paloaltojcc.org/krasny

Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .3
Unattended death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Menlo Park
Aug. 15-22
Violence related
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic disturbance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . .4
Driving without license  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Drug activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
CPS referral  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Gang validations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possesion of illegal billy club. . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Solicitor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Atherton
Aug. 15-22
Violence related
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle related
Parking violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .1
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hazard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Watermain break. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
600 block Emerson Street, 8/16, 4:41 
p.m.; domestic violence/battery.
Unlisted block Cowper Street, 8/15, 4:07 
p.m.; domestic violence/battery.
Unlisted block Fulton Street, 8/20, 12:05 
p.m.; sexual assault/misc.
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Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

T he Weekly’s annual photo contest turns 21 this year, but it’s by no 
means limited to adults. As in years past, both adult and youth 
photographers have entered their top images: portraits, local views 

and photos brought back from beyond the Bay Area.
This wealth of images has been judged by a panel of four photographers, 

and the award-winners will take their bows at an Aug. 28 reception in Palo 
Alto’s City Hall at 250 Hamilton Ave. A three-week exhibition follows at City 
Hall, showcasing the winning photos and several other entries of note.

The reception is scheduled from 5:30 to 7 p.m., with the exhibition running 
from Aug. 24 through Sept. 14, open business hours. 

Sponsors of this year’s contest are University Art and the Palo Alto Art Center. 

Picture this
Palo Alto Weekly  

Photo Contest winners 
2012

THE JUDGES

Palo Alto Weekly 
staff photographer

-
ture photographer

-
rapher

Bay Area Images is always one of my favorite 
categories to look through because I really enjoy 
seeing how photographers apply their vision and 
imagination to the familiar places in our backyards 
we often pass by or simply overlook. This year we 
had a great selection to choose our top-three win-
ners from.

Paige Parsons’ “We Are the Champions” feels 
like a moment in time that could have been record-
ed in the present day or 60 years ago. Three boys 
joyfully push their friend in a homemade wagon, 
the young driver fiercely focusing his gaze to the 
finish line while young onlookers stretch their 
necks for a better view of the fun. The composi-
tion, light and moment all work perfectly to capture 
an excellent slice of life that reflects the community 
and a playful spirit.

The other judges and I were also immediately 
drawn to Steve Goldband and Ellen Konar’s “Wel-
come to Wash This” because of the excellent vi-
sion of a seemingly ordinary place, the laundromat. 
We loved the converging lines of the washers and 
dryers, the friendly greeting on the soap dispenser 
and the bold overhanging mural reminiscent of the 
ones commissioned during the New Deal. And we 
loved how the photographer was able to make such 
a compelling photo out of such an ordinary place.

Stephen Tull’s “Night Flight,” with its long night-
time exposure of Hangar One and the incoming and 
outgoing flight paths in the distance, was also a 
favorite. We loved the light, color and graphical ele-
ments, which created an original and unusual vision 
of an often-photographed Peninsula landmark. 

— Veronica Weber

BAY AREA IMAGES ADULT
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FIRST PLACE

‘We Are the Champions’
Paige K. Parsons

E very year, kids at Peninsula 
School in Menlo Park hold 
a go-cart race in the school’s 

largest field. There are clouds of 
dust and wild creations and lots of 
excited squeals but no losers. Ev-
erybody wins.

In Paige K. Parsons’ prize-win-
ning photo, it’s clear that the jubi-
lant boys feel like champions. This 
is a landmark event for them: The 
eighth-grade boys were about to 
graduate from Peninsula, and for 
whatever reason they had never 

competed in 
the go-cart 
race before, 
Parsons said.

This time they 
were ready. Af-
ter lots of work 
at home on the 
“incredibly well-
engineered” go-
cart, the boys 
competed this past June, Parsons said. 
“This was their very first race. You can 
see how excited they are.”

Page 18



Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

Parsons’ 13-year-old daughter just graduated 
from Peninsula, and her 9-year-old son still at-
tends. The private school is a special place for 
the family and for Parsons, a professional pho-
tographer.

“I just love photographing people who are pas-
sionate about what they do. At Peninsula, it’s just 
full of people like that and experiences like that,” 
she said.

Parsons, who lives in Palo Alto with her fam-
ily, usually shoots live-concert photography. (Her 
other first-prize photo, “Wayne,” is on page 26 and 
depicts Wayne Coyne, lead singer of the Flaming 
Lips.) She has earned prizes twice before in the 
Weekly’s contest, but this is the first time she’s 
taken the blue ribbon.

In a way, this photo has some of the same 
energy as a concert shot, with excited, glowing 
faces taking center stage. The boys seem to have 
a few intent fans on the sidelines, too. 

— Rebecca Wallace

HONORABLE MENTION
“Warp,” Ryan Johnson

SECOND PLACE
“Welcome to Wash This,”  
Steve Goldband & Ellen Konar

THIRD PLACE
“Night Flight,” Stephen Tull

HONORABLE MENTION
“Misty Oak Grove,” Ken Fowkes

 19



Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

The youth category of Bay Area 
Images also featured many strong 
choices for the judges to choose from 
this year. We felt Tim Aiken’s “Aban-
doned” was a lovely photo with won-
derful tones and composition. The 
worn-out rusting ship lies buried in 
the sand against a pink-hued land-
scape during sunset, becoming a po-
etic sacrifice to the elements of sand 
and water.

Arjun Narayen’s long exposure of 
the waterfront by the Bay Bridge, 
titled “In The City,” was also visu-
ally pleasing. We appreciated that the 
print was black and white, and it was 
obvious the photographer took care 
with the composition and exposure to 
evoke a quiet and thoughtful mood.

Monera Espinosa’s “Grazing Sheep” 
is a pleasing pastoral scene defined by 
the rolling hills and the grazing sheep 
taking shelter in the shade. It almost 
feels as if we have been whisked away 
to New Zealand.

We also wanted to acknowledge 
Peter King’s “Stanford Theatre: Then 
and Now” for its originality. Two 
frames of Stanford Theatre’s history 
are placed side by side, showing the 
contrast and similarity of life then 
and now. The idea was great, but we 
would encourage the photographer to 
experiment and use photos taken at 
the same time of day. 

— Veronica Weber
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FIRST PLACE

‘Abandoned’
Tim Aiken

W hile he’s been to about 
45 countries, Gunn High 
School senior Tim Aiken 

has a resolution to photograph more 
often when he’s close to home.

His atmospheric photo “Aban-
doned” is a good start. In between 
grand voyages overseas, the fam-
ily likes to go on backpacking and 
hiking trips 
throughout the 
Bay Area. Ai-
ken took this 
picture on one 
such journey, 
to Point Reyes 
(as one might 
expect from the 
name painted 
on the boat).

This large, 
abandoned fishing boat is a common 
point of interest in the area, rusting 
quietly just off the road, its white 
paint peeling and darkening. One 
day, as the family was driving back 
from a day hike in the Point Reyes 
National Seashore area, Aiken spot-
ted the perfect sunset. Swiftly, he 
asked to be dropped off.

“I was facing east, so the clouds 
were lighting up at me. The ridge 
behind me blocked the light on the 
boat, so I got a nice diffused light 
on the boat but red light on the far 
distant hills,” he said. “It was a nice 
moment.”

Aiken, the son of two Stanford 
University computer-science profes-
sors, said he’s interested in becoming 
an engineer. He imagines that pho-
tography will remain just a hobby 
but a serious and rewarding one.

When asked whether his parents 
have to suddenly stop the car a lot 
for him to take a photo, he laughed 
and admitted that they do. But as he 
continues to improve over time, he 
said, “I’m learning to see a photo 
before I look through the viewfind-
er. ... I’ve actually managed to cut 
back on the number of stops.” 

— Rebecca Wallace

HONORABLE MENTION
“Stanford Theatre: Then and Now,” Peter King

SECOND PLACE
“In the City,” Arjun Narayen

THIRD PLACE
“Grazing Sheep,” Montera Espinosa

Page 20



Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

There were many strong images in this cat-
egory, making it difficult to single out a few for 
recognition. Everyone who submitted work is 
to be congratulated.

Often, it is an unexpected detail that makes 
an image exceptional. In the case of Mary 
Bender’s image “Lavenderia,” the three small 
birds are a delightful surprise. They provide a 
humorous contrast to the man busy with the 
laundry.

Aaron Meyer’s landscape is about the pas-
sage of time as represented by the petroglyphs 
(our immediate human past), the snowy moun-
tains (geologic time) and the star trails (cosmic 
time). I like how each of these elements has its 

own distinct space in the composition.
Laurie Naiman’s “Desert Laundromat, 

Closed” gives us a different perspective on 
time: time as desolation. The laundromat was 
once a going concern, but that was long ago. 
In this image, the high-contrast printing, the 
tilted horizon and the ragged edge of the im-
age all work together to convey the harshness 
of the desert environment. In the end, nature 
prevails.

Jamshid Varza’s “Skull Rock” is a beauti-
fully rendered study of form. The soft diffuse 
light from the clouds heightens the sculptural 
quality of the rocks, making them seem three-
dimensional.

The grand spectacle of a weather event is on 
full display in Chris Holmes’ dramatic land-
scape “Mono Lake at Dusk.” The dramatic 
contrasts of storm light are often challenging 
to render in a photographic print, but Chris has 
done so beautifully.

David Golick captures a much quieter mo-
ment in his image “Evening in the Alabama 
Hills.” I love how the soft light conveys a 
sense of stillness, yet everything in the scene 
seems to be moving toward the horizon, as if 
the puffy cloud in the sky and all those sage-
brush bushes were scurrying home at the end 
of the day.

— David Hibbard
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‘La Lavenderia’
Mary Bender

M ary Bender’s photos capture more than just 
light. Each of her photos tells a story.

At 58, Bender said she has a passion for 
photojournalism because she feels like a spy when 
she takes pictures. 

“I’m watching from the sidelines,” she said. “It 
tells more than a snapshot or a travel shot or a 
portrait.”

In 2011, Bender traveled to Cuba with a group 
of photographers from Foothill College. She shad-

owed local photographers, 
taking pictures of daily life 
in Havana and Santiago de 
Cuba.

“They invited us in and then 
went about their business,” she 
said about “Lavenderia,” her 
photo taken in a communal 
courtyard, where several fami-
lies lived. “Their laundry was 
hanging up, and chickens were 

running around.”
Bender became fascinated with clotheslines in 

Cuba, where washing machines are few and far be-
tween. 

“I loved taking laundry pictures,” she said.
She graduated from Stanford University with a 

bachelor’s degree in art history and earned her teach-
ing credential from San Francisco State University, 
going on to be an art educator for around 25 years. 
Most of her work has been with nonprofits, such as 
the Community School of Music and Arts in Moun-
tain View and Photo Philanthropy. 

Despite her years of experience in the world of pho-
tography, Bender said she is still trying to improve.

“I’ve taken lots of bad (photos),” she said. “It’s 
easy to snap, snap, snap ... but it’s very hard to craft 
it, to capture, to be watchful, to be patient. ... It’s a 
constant challenge.” 

— Lauren-Marie Sliter
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Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

HONORABLE MENTION
“Skull Rock,” Jamshid Varza

SECOND PLACE
“Silver-Haired Ancestor,” Aaron Meyers 

THIRD PLACE
“Desert Laundromat, Closed,” Laurie Naiman
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Palo Alto Weekly Photo Contest 2012

Guy Singer’s first-place photograph, “In Memory 

of Friends Gone,” made good use of the dwindling 

light of sunset to intensify the hues in his scene. 

Also photographing at sunset, Tim Aiken draws us 

into an expansive mountainous landscape with the 

curve of the wind-whipped prayer flags in “Prayer 

at Sunset.”

Hanna Oberman discovered an authentic moment 

in “Incan Couple” that raised as many questions as 

it answered and kept drawing us back. 

— Angela Buenning Filo
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FIRST PLACE

‘In Memory of Friends Gone’
Guy Singer

W hen capturing a moment through photography, 
the correct depth of field is imperative, but for 
Guy Singer, his photo’s depth of emotion is what 

separated it from the rest.
The setting is Oahu, Hawaii. The event is a Shinnyo-en 

Buddhist lantern-floating ceremony, and Singer says it was 
one of the most incredible events he has ever witnessed.

“Thousands of people opening up their hearts; it was such 
an emotional event,” Singer said. “There was no other photo 
I could submit.”

Singer earned the trip to Hawaii by winning an essay-writing 
contest, and the photo he took there won the Kehillah Jewish 
High School graduate the Weekly contest on his return.

While this is Singer’s second photo-contest victory (he took 

first place in the 2010 youth contest as 
well), he has been avidly snapping shots 
for a little less than three years. It all 
started with a discovery in the back of 
the family garage.

“My dad, in typical dad fashion, 
bought a nice camera in the ‘90s and 
then set it in the garage and never used 
it again,” Singer said. “Then a few years 
ago, I found it and started playing around 
with it and got really interested.”

This interest led his parents to give their son a new camera 
for his birthday, and Singer has put it to use with a photog-
raphy blog.

In the fall, Singer will head to the University of California 
at Santa Barbara to study biopsychology, but he is sure that 
this won’t be the end of his photography days. 

— Dean McArdle

THIRD PLACE
“Incan Couple,” Hanna Oberman

SECOND PLACE
“Prayer at Sunset,” Tim Aiken
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FIRST PLACE

‘Wayne’
Paige K. Parsons

W hen the confetti 
cannons went off 
at a Flaming Lips 

rock concert, and lead singer 
Wayne Coyne broke into a 
huge open-mouthed smile, 
photographer Paige K. Par-
sons figured she had a pretty 
good shot. 
She fired 
off her 
camera as 
Coyne ran 
around the 
stage of 
Bi m b o’s 
365 Club 
in San 
Francisco 
holding a big homemade par-
ty popper.

Parsons felt good (“I figured 
I must have something good 
in that little burst”) and felt 
even better when she finally 
saw the prize-winning im-
age. Since then, she has loved 
hearing from people who were 
at the same February gig. 

“For them, it really sums up 
the evening,” she said.

Parsons balances her Palo 
Alto home life with the lively 
existence of a concert photog-
rapher, which she especially 
likes because it often lets her 
hang out with her kids in the 
afternoons before going out 
to work. The post-production 
can be done at home, and that 
takes up a lot more time.

Recently, Parsons spent 10 
hours a day for three days 
shooting at the Outside Lands 
Music and Arts Festival in 
San Francisco. 

“I have about 8,000 or 
9,000 images to go through 
now,” she said. “The actual 
photographing is just the be-
ginning.”

Working in Adobe Light-
room, which she uses for near-
ly all of her photos, Parsons 
edits judiciously — “nothing 
terribly special,” she said. 
With “Wayne,” she focused on 
the light balance because the 
venue had been so dark.

Before that, she’d had 
to pick the best image in a 
night’s work: one shot out of 
a thousand. Fortunately, this 
one stood out. 

— Rebecca Wallace
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In addition to capturing an exact moment to re-
veal the essence of a person, this year’s portraits 
display unusual conceptual creativity. 

The subjects seem totally engrossed in the mo-
ment, sometimes aware of the photographer and 
sometimes not, and it’s interesting to consider what 
difference that awareness makes in our experience 
of the portrait. This was a rich category this year.

It was difficult to limit our choices, but the three 
winners and the honorable mention photograph as 
well as the additional three images in the exhibition 
all deserve careful attention and admiration. 

— Brigitte Carnochan 

PORTRAITS ADULT
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SECOND PLACE
“Untitled at the de Young,” Laurie Naiman 

THIRD PLACE
“Bird of Prey,” Charles Stotz

HONORABLE MENTION
“Desaturate,” Steven Shpall
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FIRST PLACE

‘Eagle Hunter’
Tim Aiken

A family trip to Mongolia 
about a year ago was 
particularly productive 

for Tim Aiken, photography-
wise. That’s when he shot his 
first-place picture “Eagle Hunt-
er” — and “Prayer at Sunset,” 
which won second place in this 
contest’s Views Beyond the Bay 
youth category.

Aiken knew even before get-
ting on the plane that he wanted 
to see the eagle hunters in Mon-

golia; he’d 
been learn-
ing about 
them from 
the “Planet 
Earth” TV 
series.

“It’s such 
a differ-
ent form 
of hunting 
from any-
thing else 

in the world,” he said. “They 
get these eagles when they’re 
fledglings to hunt these Arctic 
foxes.” Usually Aiken turns his 
lens on landscapes, but here he 
tried something different. He 
succeeded in finding what he 
had hoped for: “the eagle and 
the hunter with the same expres-
sion.”

Mother Nature cooperated, 
too. The cloudy day served up 
soft lighting, and a sprinkling 
of rain gave added texture to the 
bird’s feathers.

Aiken took this photo in the 
far west portion of the country, 
a mountainous area where Mon-
golia meets China and Kazakh-
stan. 

“The landscape is reminiscent 
of Alaska, let’s say, with huge 
glacial valleys and forests and 
meadows,” he said. “It’s deso-
late in some ways but very beau-
tiful.”

It’s the same landscape where 
Aiken captured “Prayer at Sun-
set,” discovering prayer flags 
that had been left by climbers 
from Nepal.

While Aiken has never for-
mally studied photography, he 
learns and photographs with his 
friend Arjun Narayen (who took 
second place in the Bay Area Im-
ages’ youth division with “In the 
City”) and family friend Hector 
Garcia-Molina. They’ve been 
mentors and peers to him.

Most of all, Aiken credits his 
parents for broadening his ho-
rizons on their many overseas 
trips: “I do get the opportunity 
to see things that other people 
don’t see.” 

— Rebecca Wallace

The winners in this category relied 
on atmosphere and mood to strengthen 
their image.

Tim Aiken’s arresting photograph 
“Eagle Hunter” captures the essence 
of the eagle as much as the eagle 
hunter. The judges always enjoy a 
precisely composed black-and-white 
photograph.

The energy of Guy Singer’s “Kids 
Grown Up” couldn’t be more different 
or more wonderfully theatrical. Both 

Singer’s photograph, as well August 
McKay’s enticing “Sister in Sunset” 
(chosen for exhibition), have captured 
something essential about being a 
teenager in this time and place.

Having seen many dog “portraits” 
over the years, I found that Ariel Axel-
rod’s photo still found a way to stand 
out by getting up close and showing 
us the attention a girl pays to her best 
friend.

— Angela Buenning Filo
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THIRD PLACE
“Girl’s Best Friend,”  

Ariel Axelrod

SECOND PLACE
On the Cover: 
“Kids Grown Up,” 
Guy Singer

ADULT:
“Purisima Creek Redwoods,” 

Frances Freyberg Blackburn

“A Penetrating Gaze,”  
Dotti Cichon

“Midnight at the Sutro Baths,” 
Robert E. Filman

“Dave and Wave,” Ken Fowkes

“Sky Glider,” Yaniv Gur

“Hot Dog with Mustard,”  
Trish McBride

“Window Shopping,”  
Kristina P. Smith

“Evening in the Alabama Hills,” 
David Golick

“Mono Lake at Dusk,”  
Chris Holmes

“Making Sense of It,”  
Stan Zychlinsky

YOUTH:
“Frog,” Miriam Laws

“Sister in Sunset” and 
“Moonlight,” August McKay

ALSO CHOSEN 
FOR EXHIBITION 
AT PALO ALTO 
CITY HALL
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

T
he made-over main gallery at the 
Palo Alto Art Center is packed to 
the rafters — with light. For de-
cades, curators and visitors sighed 

at the low ceiling. Art doesn’t like feeling 
cramped.

Now, the ceiling has been raised up to the 
building’s rafters, which are newly painted 
white to better accentuate exhibitions. Even 
with ladders still perched in the gallery and 
wires coiled on the floor, the transformation 
is dramatic. The old space now feels fresh and 
airy, with only a wisp of new-paint perfume.

Looking up, center director Karen Kienzle 
says happily, “We lived with the low ceilings 
for more than 40 years.”

While Kienzle has been director only since 
2009 — and certainly doesn’t look old enough 
to have been around when the facil-
ity was built in 1953 — she has been 
coming to the art center ever since 
she was a school kid in its Project 
LOOK! program. She seems to feel 
a personal pride in the major renova-
tions now being completed.

With the center’s reopening date 
set for Oct. 6 and nearly everything 
reportedly running on schedule and 
in tune with the $7.9 million project 
budget, Kienzle had a lot of changes 
to point out on a building tour this 
week. Galleries and other spaces 
glow with new paint and lighting, 
and even the art center’s front en-
trance looks brighter with paler new 
fiberglass above and the absence of 
two giant, sun-blocking ferns below. 

Before the building closed for con-
struction in April 2011, visitors were 
met with a wall a few steps inside the 
front door. Now the wall has been re-
moved and a gallery shop will be built, 
enclosed all in glass. New glass doors 

also lead the way to the main gallery.
Another major component of the project by 

San Francisco architectural firm Mark Cavag-
nero Associates is the new children’s wing. An 
area where some art courses were held is now 
a dedicated kids’ space behind another set of 
glass doors. The clay classroom will house the 
center’s summer camp and classes, including 
a clay class that was at the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum and Zoo. The Project LOOK! room 
is dedicated to the 32-year-old program that 
brings school groups to the center for exhibit 
tours and art activities.

Kids will also be able to have class outside, 
on a new deck built from recycled plastic. The 
deck will partly cover an old grassy area that 
was bumpy and not the most inviting, thanks 
to magnolia roots, Kienzle says. (The two 

dead magnolia trees have been removed and 
replaced with gingkos.)

Unusual and often recycled materials pro-
liferate throughout the project, which meets 
LEED Silver certification for green design. In 
the children’s wing and at the front desk, sleek 
counters gleam in a rich, dark material. “Pa-
perstone,” Kienzle says. “It feels like stone, 
but it’s actually made of compressed paper.” 
In addition, there are floors made of recycled 
cork and rubber, and linseed-oil-based tack-
board for displaying artwork. Kienzle says 
the board is more resilient and “self-healing” 
than corkboard.

Much of the building’s exterior will look the 
same, except for the children’s wing, which 
is getting a new dedicated entrance on New-
ell Road, along with a street turn-around and 

short-term parking for parents. Years ago, that 
area housed a drive-up window for residents 
to pay their utility bills.

Double-pane windows are being installed 
throughout the building for better acoustics 
and more efficient heating and cooling. The 
auditorium, which has hosted many a classi-
cal-music concert, now has acoustic fabric on 
the ceiling in the palest lavender, along with 
upgraded light fixtures that retain the dangly 

1950s style. The parquet floor has 
also been sanded down and looks 
lighter. The whole room already feels 
“less echo-y,” center publicist Scott 
Horton notes, praising its acoustics.

Musicians will have to wait a 
little longer to return to the center, 
though. Palo Alto’s main library will 
be housed in the auditorium starting 
in January for a year to a year-and-
a-half when the library gets its own 
facelift.

Other changes at the center will 
include: ADA upgrades and climate-
control improvements, new land-
scaping in the central courtyard and 
sculpture garden, new lockers for 
artists, staff and volunteers; two new 
kilns; and no more mildewy smell in 
the auditorium’s green room.

This is the first major renovation 
for the building, which was built as 
Palo Alto’s City Hall. The upgrade 

Opening
      dayWith higher 

ceilings, brighter 

spaces and a new 

children’s wing, 

Palo Alto Art 

Center preps for 

Oct. 6 reopening

by Rebecca Wallace
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Karen Kienzle, director of the Palo Alto 
Art Center, walks through the refreshed 
new gallery, which features higher ceilings 
and moveable walls to shape the large 
space. The original concrete floor will be 
polished to a shine.

Architect’s renderings by Mark Cavagnero Associates show the art center’s new children’s wing, a spruced-up 
classroom area that will now have a dedicated entrance. (continued on page 30)
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is financed by a public/private 
partnership between the city and 
the Palo Alto Art Center Founda-
tion, a nonprofit.

The building was designed by 
Palo Alto architect Leslie Nichols. 
When it opened in 1953, newspapers 
described the grouted-brick build-
ing with shake roofs as “Ranchero 
style” and “country club,” accord-
ing to an art-center flier. Later, City 
Hall moved downtown, and the 
building was turned into a cultural 
center in 1971.

With the re-opening approaching, 
Kienzle and her team — volunteers 
and 25 full-time and part-time staff-
ers — are looking ahead to new ex-
hibitions and projects. Opening day 
will include art demos, family ac-
tivities, a ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
refreshments and music and dance 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 6. Admission is free.

Meanwhile, a new multi-faceted 
exhibition called “Community 
Creates!” will be on display in the 
galleries throughout the center. It 
features the work of 10 artists who 
have partnered with local residents 
to create art installations. They in-
clude “The Palo Alto Forest,” in 
which Palo Alto photographer An-
gela Buenning Filo asked for sub-
missions from the public of their 
photos of favorite city trees. Some 
400 were sent in, and many are 
being printed on glass for display, 
Kienzle said.

Another artist, Anthony Discen-
za, will place about two dozen alu-
minum street signs throughout the 
art-center campus, with the words 
incorporating community responses 
to the question: “Please describe, in 
one sentence, what someone visit-
ing here 100 years from now will 
be seeing.” Also, Susan O’Malley’s 
“Community Advice” project will 
have 10 woodblock text posters with 
residents’ responses to the questions 
“What advice would you give to 
your 8-year-old self?” and “What 
advice would you give to your 80-
year-old self?”

The exhibition will also include: 
a sculptural installation of fabric 
“ferns” by Paz de la Calzada, with 
help from visitors; a surround-sound 
installation by Mel Day and Jeanne 
C. Finley and the local Thresh-
old Choir; ceramic tiles by Carlos 
Ramirez and visitors, inspired by 
Mesoamerican architecture; por-
traits of Bay Area veterans by Lava 
Thomas; and paper models by 
Weston Teruya of objects that local 
residents find important to them.

In addition, the public can also 

view the 204 entries in the center’s 
recent competition to create its new 
logo. Colleen Sullivan, who is based 
at the city’s Cubberley Studios, was 
chosen the winner by a jury.

The art center’s classes and other 
activities that were displaced by 
the construction are expected to 
resume at the center right after the 
opening. 

Info: The Palo Alto Art Center is at 

1313 Newell Road. For more informa-

tion, go to cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter.

Arts & Entertainment

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Dinner Only-Coupon not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

Hwa Shin Chinese School
Established in 1995

750 N. California Ave., Palo Alto
www.hwashinschool.org

LEARN
New Semester Starts September 8

For students who do not 
speak Mandarin at home

Weekly at Jordan School (Wed or Sat), 
Fairmeadow School (Wed), 

Laurel School (Tues and Fri), 
Oak Knoll School (Thurs), Encinal School (Wed)

Contact: Phyllis (650) 917-7907 for details

Athena

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce    400 Mitchell Lane    Palo Alto 
650.324.3121     PaloAltoChamber.com

harrington
design

2012
Athena Award Nomination
for a woman who has attained  
and personified the highest level of 
professional excellence in  
business and the community. 

Nomination Deadline:
Friday, September 21, 2012

Luncheon: 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012

Nomination form: PaloAltoChamber.com

Thanks to Our Annual Event Sponsors

Media Sponsors:

Hosted by:
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The Palo Alto Art Center’s children’s wing has a new deck and a wide 
patio entrance.

Acoustic fabric has been installed on the ceiling of the art center’s 
auditorium to improve the sound. The room is often used for music 
recitals, although it will soon temporarily house the city’s main library.

As the Pacific Art League pre-
pares to break ground on a $4 
million renovation and seismic 

retrofit in January, executive direc-
tor Richard Ambrose has announced 
that he’s leaving to head the Rich-
mond Art Center. It was an opportu-
nity he said he couldn’t pass up.

The center is about five times the 
size of the art league and has “a fabu-
lous studio program,” said Ambrose, 
who lives in El Cerrito. Several big 
names in the art world exhibited at 
the center when they were emerging 
artists, including Jasper Johns and 
Richard Diebenkorn.

Though this is a pivotal time for 
Palo Alto’s Pacific Art League, Am-
brose said he is confident he’s leav-
ing the organization in a good state 
and in good hands.

“They have the right people at 
the staff and board level,” he said. 
“The momentum and enthusiasm is 
there.”

Board presi-
dent Joy Chase 
said that Am-
brose’s depar-
ture will not af-
fect the league’s 
const r uct ion 
timeline, and 
that the board 
is seeking a 
new director. In 
the interim, she 
and the other 

board members will be “picking up 
the running of the organization” to-
gether with staff, she said.

“It was bad timing for us,” she 
said, but added of Ambrose: “It’s 
been great having him. He helped 
our vision. ... We want to find some-
one who will keep that moving for-
ward.”

Ambrose has been with the art 
league for nearly three years. He 
was hired after a controversy over 

a plan to sell the group’s Ramona 
Street property to a developer and 
have it redone. Arguments erupted 
at many a meeting, and many staff 
and board members resigned.

The current plan received a much 
calmer reception. It includes in-
creasing the historic building’s size 
and renting out the remodeled sec-
ond floor to help retire the bank debt 
for the project.

The plan has been unanimously 
approved by the City Council, and 
many say the atmosphere at the art 
league has returned to being amica-
ble. Ambrose said he’s also pleased 
that the organization’s education 
program “just ended the year with 
a balanced budget, the first in many 
years.”

After giving a month’s notice, 
Ambrose is in his last week with the 
league, finishing on Friday, Aug. 24. 
“It’s hard to leave friends and sup-
porters,” he said. 

Pacific Art League director departs
by Rebecca Wallace

Palo Alto Art Center
(continued from page 29)

Richard Ambrose
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Arts & Entertainment

Photos
‘Guardians’

If you spend all your time at a museum, 
do you even see art anymore? Is it just part 
of your job, something to shoo away the too-
close from? Otherwise, background noise?

Not always. Museum guards grow fond of 

some pieces and weary of others. They might 
gain insight into a painting that no one else 
possesses, simply because they see it so fre-
quently. Often, they develop a fierce pride in 
the art they protect.

All these emotions can be seen in a current 
show of photography at Stanford’s Cantor Arts 
Center. San Francisco photographer Andy 

Freeberg created the exhibition “Guardians” 
by capturing the women guards at Russia’s 
state museums.  Their eyes are curious, tired, 
alert or unreadable. Their shoes are meant for 
comfort. The colors in their clothes and styles 
of their hair sometimes eerily mirror, or con-
trast, the art they sit in front of.

Meanwhile, Freeberg has also photographed 
several of the Cantor’s own guards, and gal-
lery visitors can watch them on video talking 

about their days and evenings at the museum, 
in a documentary by Stanford student Josie 
Johnson.

Curator Elizabeth Kathleen Mitchell has 
spread the exhibition around the museum in 
three sections, after picking 16 photos from 
Freeberg’s bigger series on Russian guards. 
The show is up through Jan. 6.

The museum, located at Museum Way and 
Lomita Drive, is open Wednesday through 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Thursdays 
until 8 p.m. Admission is free. For more in-
formation, go to museum.stanford.edu or call 
650-723-4177.

Arts
Kings Mountain Art Fair

Labor Day Weekend means art and pan-
cakes under the redwoods each year up in the 
hills near Woodside, where a rural community 
holds its annual Kings Mountain Art Fair.

Artists chosen by jury show and sell their 
creations; volunteers dish up hearty break-
fasts, lunches and enormous cookies; kids 
make glitter art in the “Kiddie Hollow” cor-
ner; and members of the Kings Mountain 
Volunteer Fire Brigade socialize and hand out 
coloring books in between giving free blood-
pressure checks. Admission is free except for 
pets, who are not allowed. (Sorry, Rex.)

This year, the artists will include jewelry 
makers, ceramicists, painters, photographers, 
textile and wood artists, sculptors and glass 
artists. Local “Mountain Folk Artists” from 
Kings Mountain always take part as well, and 
the event benefits locals: the volunteer fire 
brigade and the Kings Mountain Elementary 
School.

Parking is free, and shuttle stops are sited 
one mile north and south of the fair entrance 
at the fire station at 13889 Skyline Blvd. to re-
duce traffic. Event hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Sept. 1, 2 and 3; breakfasts with the artists 
start at 8 a.m., and lunch is offered from 11:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For more information, go to kingsmountai-
nartfair.org or call 650-851-2710.

Books
‘Girls’ Nightmare Out’

These days, nothing gets young readers go-
ing like a properly scary tale, preferably with 
an edgy, paranormal romance or an unsolved 
murder or fangs. 

Tonight, Aug. 24, Kepler’s Books in Menlo 
Park is hosting a free “Girls’ Nightmare Out” 
author event that’s kind of a triple play. It fea-
tures three authors: Stanford graduate Marta 
Acosta (“Bad Companion,” “Haunted Hon-
eymoon”); Kendare Blake (“Girl of Night-
mares,” “Sleep Walk Society”); and Central 
Californian Lisa Desrochers (“Last Rite,” 
“Personal Demons”). YA readers can ask 
questions, be pleasantly spooked, or perhaps 
be inspired to write their own tales.

The event starts at 7 p.m. at 1010 El Camino 
Real. For details, go to keplers.com or call 
650-324-4321.

Theater
‘Legally Blonde’

They all flew here on Jet Blue, thank you. 
Elle Woods and her perpetually effervescent 
sorority sisters come to Palo Alto next month 
in a new production of local theater’s musical 
of the moment, “Legally Blonde.”

Based on the novel by Amanda Brown (and 
the Reese Witherspoon movie), the fast-talk-
ing musical follows our girl Elle as she follows 
her ex Warner to law school, hoping to show 
him that there’s more to her than her roots. 
Music and lyrics are by Laurence O’Keefe and 
Nell Benjamin, with book by Heather Hach.

In the current Palo Alto Players production, 
which previews Sept. 7 and opens Sept. 8, 
Courtney Hatcher plays Elle and David Saber 
is Warner, with Adam Cotugno as Emmett, 

the guy we all would rather see Elle end up 
with. Dan Demers directs.

Performances are at the Lucie Stern 
Theatre at 1305 Middlefield Road in 
Palo Alto, Thursday through Satur-
day at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
through Sept. 23. Tickets are $23-$32, 
with discounts available for seniors 

and students. For more informa-
tion, go to paplayers.org or call 

650-329-0891.

Worth a Look

Courtney Hatcher 
plays Elle in Palo 
Alto Players’ new 
production of 
“Legally Blonde: The 
Musical.”

OLIVEIRA ART ON DISPLAY...  The paintings 

of the late Nathan Oliveira have been featured 

in exhibits and major collections around the 

world, including the Smithsonian and MOMA, 

to name a few venues. Several of the Stanford 

art professor’s other works, many never be-

fore seen by the public, will be showcased by 

the Humane Society Silicon Valley from Sept. 

14 through Sept. 16. 

Oliveira was an avid supporter of HSSV, and 

many of his paintings were of dogs and other 

animals. The show will feature Oliveira’s paint-

ings of canines, mainly those of his favorite 

Rottweiler companion, Max. The art is on loan 

from family and friends.

Oliveira was known not only as a professor 

but also as a local artist, sculptor and print-

maker, and his contributions to the Bay Area 

Figurative movement are still widely recog-

nized.

His work has always had a local presence, 

and in 2008 the Palo Alto Art Center put on a 

major exhibition of his unusual bronze sculp-

tures. Oliveira died in 2010 at 81.

The Humane Society event will be open on 

Sept. 14 from 10:30 a.m. until 8 p.m. and run 

Sept. 15 and 16 from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. at 

901 Ames Ave. in Milpitas. For more informa-

tion, contact Jennifer Simonsen at jensimon-

sen@yahoo.com.

Nathan Oliveira with his dog, Max, and a 
painting he did of his canine friend. The 
photo was taken by the late Leo Holub, 
who founded Stanford University’s 
photography department.

A&E DIGEST

A museum guard is flanked by sculptures in Andy Freeberg’s 2008 photo “Michelangelo’s 
Moses and the Dying Slave, Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts,” now on exhibit at Stanford’s 
Cantor Arts Center.
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Eating Out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

A ceviche dish at Savor Mexico also includes avocado, shrimp, onions, tomatoes and lime.

Shrimp fajitas served with bell peppers, onions, tomatoes and shrimp.
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T he sign says Savor Mexico 
Taqueria, and has for many 
years. Shouldn’t it be Sabor? 

Does the use of English indicate 
lack of effort, authenticity or both? 

Well, no. What it indicates is 
that I’m putting too much thought 
into the significance of a restaurant 
name. Savor Mexico actually says 
exactly what it is: a taqueria geared 
to North American tastes. And if 
you focus on that theme you can get 
a lot of good food at a very good 
price at this Mountain View res-
taurant. Just look for the gardeners’ 
and construction trucks out front.

Breakfast burritos ($4.99) could 
easily feed two slightly less-active 

people. Each contains two scrambled 
eggs and either fresh ham or Mexican 
sausage. Call it chorizo if you like, 
because Savor Mexico goes to the 
trouble of translating everything. 

Also in the morning there is 
fresh-squeezed orange juice ($2.25 
for a “small” 16-ounce mug). 

You can fancy it up and spend 
$6.99 on chilaquiles or huevos 
rancheros, a crisp corn tortilla 
topped with two fried eggs, pasilla 
peppers, onions and tomato sauce. 
The eggs are fresh and good, the 
accompanying rice and refried 
beans, not so much. 

No matter what time of day, 

Savoring Mexican- 
American cuisine

Savor Mexico offers heaping helpings of food geared  
to North American tastes

by Sheila Himmel

(continued on next page)
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complimentary chips and salsa ar-
rive quickly. The chips are thick and 
commercial, but the salsa is fresh 
and zesty. 

My advice is to savor this Mex-
ican-American cuisine at its sim-
plest, least likely to be pre-cooked 
and most economical. 

These include a dozen seafood 
entrees. They are the priciest items 
on the menu, $11.99. Camarones 
al Mojo de Ajo offered 10 juicy 
shrimp, fried but not greasy. Again, 
too bad about the rice and beans. 
Instead, take full advantage of the 
basket of hot corn tortillas. 

Tostadas de ceviche ($3.75) of-
fered a good amount of lime-mar-
inated fish, mushed with onions, 
tomatoes and cilantro. 

Among the bargains, tacos are 
$1.25. A burrito as big as your head 
is $4.95. And a mug of just-made 
watermelon juice is $2.25. Horchata, 
jamaica and many other aguas fres-
cas are always available. When it’s in 
season, do not miss the watermelon. 

Savor Mexico’s wide-ranging 
menu has pretensions of grandeur. 
You can get burned by chile verde 
($8.95), a large plate of tangy green 
sauce smothering potatoes and some 
very tough bits of pork. The house 
mole sauce, Mole Maria, can be had 
on chicken ($9.25) but finds a better 
venue, in value and taste, on the wet 
burrito ($6.50). 

Ultimately portable, tortas ($5.95) 

bring in the sandwich fans, particu-
larly for the breaded steak and the 
elusive Cubana, which features 
cheese, hot dog, chorizo, ham and 
egg. The gigantic rolls are slathered 
with mayonnaise, lettuce, tomatoes, 
onions and avocado. 

Located at a busy intersection, 
Savor Mexico doesn’t put a lot of 
effort into its presentation to pass-
ers-by. Even regular Milk Pail and 
Safeway shoppers aren’t likely to 
take notice. There are a couple of 
tables outside, viewing the traffic, 
but you have to look hard. 

Savor Mexico is a hardy sur-
vivor, owned by the same family 
for six years. You can count on a 
friendly greeting, Univision on the 
T.V., immediate chips and salsa, 
and often leftovers to take with 
you. To pay, get up and talk to the 
nice cashier. 

Francisco Aleman grills beef in the Savor Mexico kitchen.

Carrot-orange juice, left, and watermelon juice are popular at Savor 
Mexico.

Eating Out

Discover the best places 
to eat this week!

A M E R I C A N

Armadillo Willy’s 
941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com

Cheese Steak Shop 
326-1628

2305-B El Camino Real, Palo Alto

The Old Pro
326-1446

541 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
www.oldpropa.com

S T E A K H O U S E

Sundance the Steakhouse 
321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

C H I N E S E

Chef Chu’s 
948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road
www.chefchu.com

Ming’s
856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888

520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

I N D I A N

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave. 
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Thaiphoon
323-7700

543 Emerson Ave, Palo Alto 
www.ThaiphoonRestaurant.com

Read and post reviews, explore restaurant 
menus, get hours and directions 

and more at ShopPaloAlto, ShopMenloPark 
and ShopMountainView

powered by

P E N I N S U L A

Chilaquiles get topped with eggs and served with rice and beans.
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(continued from previous page)

Savor Mexico, 2595 California 
St., Mountain View; 650-917-
1306; savormexicotaqueria.com

Hours: Open daily, 9:30 a.m.-10 
p.m. 

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Alcohol

Highchairs

Outdoor dining

Banquet

Catering

Takeout

Noise level: 
Fine

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 

Good
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Movies
Robot & Frank 

(Palo Alto Square) The Bard wrote that drama’s 
purpose was to hold “the mirror up to nature,” a no-
tion given a high-tech spin in Jake Schreier’s “Robot 
& Frank.” Cold-staring with a black, reflective visor, 
a robot helps a fading old man to see life, and him-
self, more clearly.

The robot is a gift from son (James Marsden) to fa-
ther (Frank Langella), a gift intended to troubleshoot 
the creeping dementia of retired “second-story man” 
Frank. Set in the near future, the story proposes an 
interesting and plausible science-fiction premise that 
we will soon reach a point when home health-care 
roles may be performed by robots.

Frank’s initial reaction — “You’re going to leave 
me with this death machine?” — turns to opportun-
ism when he realizes that the robot isn’t programmed 
to be law-abiding or moralistic: Its only concern is 
Frank’s mental and physical health. And so Frank 
makes the reasonable case that the best way to keep 
his mind active isn’t the gardening the robot proposes, 
but planning burglaries.

By the time Frank’s daughter (Liv Tyler) threatens 
to do away with the robot (perhaps inspired by the 
anti-robot “human movement” mentioned in passing), 
the old man insists, “I need him. ... He’s my friend.” 
Despite his slippery memory and erratic behavior, 
Frank remains a skillful manipulator, and screenwrit-
er Christopher D. Ford invites us to consider whether 
we ought to root for or against this “friendship.”

Director Schreier resists tipping the balance while 
developing the theme of technology’s relationship 
with human interaction and tilting the mirror to us. 
On the one hand, technology helps Frank to make 
significant strides in holding back the years (“Some 
things take time,” the robot says, in a moment of 
programmed persuasive wisdom), but oughtn’t we 
be bonding with the people in our lives, and not ma-
chines? Since the adult children have busy lives of 
their own, Frank is mostly left to his own devices, so 
to speak and for better or worse.

“Robot & Frank” operates on a humble scale, with 
small gestures of futurism and an uncluttered visual 
and narrative style. There’s a deftly handled subplot 
involving the local librarian (Susan Sarandon), who 
takes an interest in Frank, her only real patron. (The 
subplot also allows a bit of commentary on the romance 
sacrificed for technological progress.) And there’s some 
good humor in the robot/Frank relationship to counter-
balance the poignancy of his fading days.

An experienced human (Peter Sarsgaard) provides 
the voice for the robot, but Schreier is careful to allow 
only the characters, and not the film, to anthropomor-
phize the boy-sized robot. (Frank, at times, confuses 
the machine with his son.) And though the audience 
may be tempted to humanize the robot as well, the 
film excels most as a showcase for the still-crafty, su-
premely human Langella. Whether being grumpy or 
sly or existentially fretful, Langella makes a great case 
for the power of the screen to be a looking glass.

Rated PG-13 for some language. One hour, 30 
minutes.

— Peter Canavese

Hit and Run 

(Century 16, Century 20) Gearheads unite! Others 
disperse. To paraphrase the archetypal patrolman, 
there’s nothing to see here in “Hit and Run,” a chase 
comedy from Dax Shepard.

Nothing, that is, but a lot of yee-haw stunt driving, 
much of it performed by the movie’s real star: a black 
1967 Lincoln Continental convertible. It may not be 
the 1970 Dodge Challenger R/T of “Vanishing Point,” 
or the 1955 Chevy One-Fifty or 1970 Pontiac GTO 
of “Two-Lane Blacktop,” or the 1973 Ford Mustang 
Mach 1 of “Gone in 60 Seconds,” but comparisons to 
those cult car movies are no doubt welcome, as far as 
Shepard is concerned.

Shepard wrote the script, co-directed (with David 
Palmer), co-edited and stars in the film as “Charles 
Bronson,” stuck in neutral — or, rather, in Central 
California — as a member of the federal Witness 
Protection Program. A potential job in Los Angeles 
presses this point with Charlie’s girlfriend of one 
year, Annie (Kristen Bell), and in short order the 
point is downright hammered by the tipped-off ex-
con (Bradley Cooper) seeking revenge on Charlie. 
With the jig up, and Annie having only hours to get 
to her L.A. job interview, it’s time to hit the high-
way. Yee-haw, and so forth.

The film isn’t totally lacking in shaggy charm, 
and it’s clearly a labor of love for Shepard and his 
real-life life partner (and rumored wife) Bell. It’s 
the sort of movie where guys who normally headline 
their own movies (like Cooper, done up in dreads, 
and Jason Bateman, who puts in a cameo) will play 
along for the movie equivalent of minimum wage, 
because they respect Shepard’s ambition, or just 
plain like the guy.

Depending on how much you like the guy (cur-
rently a regular on TV’s “Parenthood”), you may 
well like “Hit and Run.” But don’t expect much 
more than drifting and abrupt turns, both with the 
cars and the plot. The movie narrowly functions as 
a relationship comedy “driven” by eruptive trust 
issues and peppered with conversations pitched 
somewhere between Tarantino and Seinfeld (“I 
think of all Asians as women,” Charlie muses at 
one point). 

Funny and appealing in this vein, Bell seems at 
ease, which is nice. (It’s also a nice joke that Annie 
has a doctorate in conflict resolution, meaning that 
when she quits bickering with Charlie and running 
from men with guns, she’ll resume teaching non-
violence.)

In addition, such supporting players as Kristin 
Chenoweth and Tom Arnold (as a fumbly U.S. Mar-
shal not to be trusted with cars and guns) perk up the 
movie when they’re around. But ultimately, instead of 
feeling transported, you may feel abandoned on the 
side of the road.

Rated R for pervasive language including sexual 
references, graphic nudity, some violence and drug 
content. One hour, 40 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

OPENINGS

 Skip it    Some redeeming qualities    A good bet    Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain 

View (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood 

City (800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, 

Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 

and more information about films playing, go to  

PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Show times for Century 16 and Century 12 were still unconfirmed at 
press time. For up-to-date movie times go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com

FROM THE PRODUCER OF “MAN ON WIRE”
A Film By Malik Bendjelloul

SOUNDTRACK
AVAILABLE ON WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

“HUGELY APPEALING.”
-Manohla Dargis

“SEE THIS MOVIE! 
LEAVES YOU JOYOUS AND MOVED.”

-Marshall Fine, HUFFINGTON POST

HHHH
(HIGHEST RATING!)

Claudia Puig, Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES
Stephen Rea, 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.SEARCHINGFORSUGARMAN.COM

NOW
PLAYING

FACEBOOK.COM/ROBOTANDFRANK TWITTER.COM/ROBOTANDFRANK

“SLY AND DELIGHTFUL,
DELICIOUSLY UNEXPECTED

- Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (800) FANDANGOSTARTS FRIDAY, AUGUST 24

FRANK LANGELLA    JAMES MARSDEN    LIV TYLER    and SUSAN SARANDON
Directed By JAKE SCHREIER

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES STARTS FRIDAY, AUGUST 24
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2 for 1 - Moonrise Kingdom (PG-13) 1/2 and To Rome with Love (R) 
Century 16: 12:10 p.m., 2:40, 4:50, 7:35 & 9:40.   Century 20: 11 a.m., 1:25 p.m., 
3:30, 6 & 8:05.   

2016: Obama’s America (PG) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:35 a.m., 2:10, 4:25, 7:15 & 9:40.   

The Apparition (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 20: 11:20 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 3:35, 5:45, 8 & 10:15.   

The Awakening (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 10:25 p.m.   

Beasts of the Southern Wild (PG-13)  
Guild Theatre: 1 p.m., 2:43, 3:30, 5:13, 6, 7:43, 8:30 & 10:13.   

The Bourne Legacy (PG-13)  
Century 16: 12 p.m., 3:30, 7 & 10:05.   Century 20: 1:10 p.m., 4:20, 7:25, 8:40 & 
10:30.   

The Campaign (R) 1/2 
Century 16: 11:15 a.m., 1:50 p.m., 4:40, 7:20 & 9:55.   Century 20: 12:30 p.m., 3, 
5:30, 8:05 & 10:40.   

Celeste and Jesse Forever (R) 1/2 
Century 16: 11:40 a.m., 2:20 p.m., 4:50, 7:25 & 9:25.   

Cosmopolis (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:05 a.m., 2 p.m., 4:55, 7:50 & 10:30.   

The Dark Knight Rises (PG-13)  
Century 16: 11 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 6:30 & 10.   Century 20: 12:55 p.m., 4:40 & 8:30.   

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days (PG)  
Century 20: 11 a.m., 1:20, 3:45 & 6:15.   

The Expendables 2 (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 1:30, 2:30, 4:10, 5, 7:10, 8:30 & 9:45.   Century 20: 
11:20 a.m., 12 p.m., 12:35, 1:50, 2:30, 3:05, 4:25, 5, 5:35, 7, 7:35, 8:10, 9:35, 10:10 & 
10:45.   

Hit and Run (R) 
Century 16: 11:25 a.m., 1:55 p.m., 4:30, 7:50 & 10:20.   Century 20: 12:20 p.m., 
2:45, 5:20, 7:50 & 10:25.   

Hope Springs (PG-13)  
Century 20: 11:10 a.m., 1:40 p.m., 4:10, 6:50 & 9:20.   

Ice Age: Continental Drift (PG) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 20: 11 a.m., 1:15 p.m., 3:25, 5:40, 8 & 10:20.   

The Intouchables (R)  
Aquarius Theatre: 3:15 p.m., 5:21, 6, 8:06, 8:45 & 10:51.   

The Marrying Kind (1952)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri 5:45 & 9:30 p.m.    

Moonrise Kingdom (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 20: 10:25 p.m.   

The Odd Life of Timothy Green (PG) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:10 a.m., 1:40 p.m., 4:10, 6:40 & 9:10.   Century 20: 11:05 a.m., 12:15 
p.m., 1:35, 2:50, 4:05, 5:20, 6:35, 7:50, 9:05 & 10:20.   

ParaNorman (PG) 1/2 
Century 16: 11:30 a.m., 1:50 p.m., 4:15, 6:50 & 9:10.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m., 12:10 
p.m., 1:35, 2:30, 4, 4:55, 6:55, 7:55, 9:15 & 10:15.   

Premium Rush (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:50 a.m., 2:25 p.m., 5, 7:40 & 10:15.   Century 20: 11:40 a.m., 1 p.m., 
2:15, 3:30, 4:35, 5:50, 7:05, 8:15, 9:30 & 10:35.   

Robot & Frank (PG-13)  
Palo Alto Square: 2 p.m., 5, 7:25 & 9:45.   

Ruby Sparks (R) 1/2 
Palo Alto Square: 1:45 p.m., 4:30, 7:15 & 9:50.   

Searching for Sugar Man (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Aquarius Theatre: 1:35 p.m., 2:06, 2:15, 3:50, 4:30, 6:05, 7, 8:35, 9:15 & 10:50.    

Sparkle (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 20: 11:30 a.m., 2:20 p.m., 5, 7:45, 10:30.   

Total Recall (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m., 1:45 p.m., 4:30 & 7:30.   Century 20: 11:05 a.m., 2 p.m., 4:50, 
7:40 & 10:25.    

We’re No Angels (1955)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri 7:30 p.m.   

MOVIE TIMES

Note: Screenings are for Wednesday through Thursday only. 

Movies

NOW PLAYING
Beasts of the Southern Wild 
(Guild) Independent filmmaking doesn’t 
come any better than this. Newcomer 
Quvenzhane Wallis delivers a riveting 
performance as the child trying to make 
sense of her world on the wrong side of 
a southern Louisiana levee. She and her 
ailing father (Dwight Henry) struggle to 
stay afloat in The Bathtub, a floodplain 
populated with odd characters and lit-
tered with ramshackle housing — a hurri-
cane away from disaster. The community 
refuses to be displaced. Director Zeitlin’s 
gift is the ability to pack social commen-
tary within a unique voice and look. He 
and co-writer Lucy Alibar address the 
difficulties of preserving a people and 
their culture in post-Katrina Louisiana. 
The imagery has a haunting quality, es-
pecially once the characters become un-
moored. “Beasts of the Southern Wild” is 
a must-see movie of rare vision. And the 
defiant brown eyes of Quvenzhane Wallis 
burn with a warrior spirit you won’t soon 
forget. Rated PG-13 for language, child 
imperilment, brief sensuality, disturbing 
images and thematic material. 1 hour, 33 
minutes.  — S.T. (Reviewed July 13, 2012)

The Bourne Legacy 
(Century 16, Century 20) Meet the new 
Bourne, same as the old Bourne. That’s 
the impression left by “The Bourne 
Legacy,” a would-be franchise refresher 
in which Jeremy Renner grabs the baton 
from Matt Damon. Everything in this film 
you’ve seen before, whether it be re-
cycled from the “Bourne” trilogy or even 
Joe Wright’s “Hanna,” fer gosh sakes. 
What is this movie about? A chemi-
cally enhanced super soldier (Renner) 
discovers his masters have turned on 
him. Cross tracks down Marta Shearing 
(Rachel Weisz), the only surviving doctor 
who used to maintain him; now she too 
has been targeted. Renner and Weisz 
are as solid as one might respectively 
expect, but the film doesn’t make us 
care much about them, or say anything 
more pointed about the state of Ameri-
can covert affairs than “We are morally 

indefensible and absolutely necessary.” 
Instead, the film expends acres of talk on 
military doublespeak and technobabble. 
As Scott Glenn’s CIA director confesses 
early on, “I’ve kind of lost my perspec-
tive on what’s possible.” Just remember, 
kids, you’re not paranoid if they’re really 
out to get you ... or your movie dollars. 
Rated PG-13 for violence and action. Two 
hours, 15 minutes.  — P.C. (Reviewed, 
Aug. 10, 2012)

The Campaign 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Will Ferrell and 
Zach Galifianakis bring their boundary-
pushing comedic sensibilities to the 
world of politics with this uneven chuck-
ler. The strong cast and topical plot help 
make for a hilarious first hour. But “The 
Campaign” eventually fizzles beneath a 
spattering of raunchy humor that often 
misses the mark. Ferrell plays North 
Carolina-based U.S. Rep. Cam Brady 
as sort of an amalgam of George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton. Brady has long 
run unopposed in his district and again 
looks destined for re-election despite an 
episode of infidelity. The greedy tycoon 
Motch brothers (Lithgow and Aykroyd) 
are eager to supplant Brady with a can-
didate who will support their agenda, 
and turn to the oblivious and awkward 
Marty Huggins (Galifianakis), the son of 
a wealthy businessman. The filmmakers 
do well in not pandering to one particular 
side of the political spectrum. In fact, 
part of the movie’s flair comes in avoiding 
actual politics (when an intern brings up 
a real political issue, Brady kicks him out 
of the campaign headquarters). Where 

the film falters is in its script. Winning 
scenes trade time with squirm-inducing 
moments. There is some smart social 
commentary tucked in, but it’s tough to 
take seriously given the picture’s crude 
undertones. “The Campaign” shows a 
great deal of promise and is a worthwhile 
viewing for Ferrell and Galifianakis fans. 
But, not unlike some politicians, it proves 
unable to live up to its own potential. 
Rated R for language, sexual content and 
brief nudity. One hour, 25 minutes. — 
T.H. (Reviewed Aug. 10, 2012)

Celeste and Jesse Forever 1/2
(Century 16) Till now, the premier divorce 
comedies have been to some degree 
mean-spirited, from “His Girl Friday” to 
“War of the Roses.” But screenwriters 
Rashida Jones and Will McCormack have 
devised a kinder, gentler divorce comedy 

in “Celeste and Jesse Forever.”A “rom 
com” that plays off of or squirms out 
of the cliches, the film stars Jones and 
Andy Samberg as the title characters, 
high school sweethearts who got married 
but eventually hit a wall. Now six months 
separated and heading for a divorce, 
their relationship is, ironically, stronger 
than ever — as inseparable best friends. 
But unresolved romantic feelings have 
lingered, consciously for Jesse and per-
haps unconsciously for Celeste. Even at a 
slim 91 minutes, the picture feels padded 
with too much material that’s dead on ar-
rival.. Samberg decently holds up his end 
of the hipster duet, and McCormack puts 
in a nice supporting turn as a friend of 
Jesse’s, but it’s Jones who easily walks 
off with the movie, flimsy though it may 
be.Rated R for language, sexual content 
and drug use. One hour, 32 minutes.— 
P.C. (Reviewed Aug. 17, 2012)

The Dark Knight Rises 
(Century 16, Century 20) All the world’s 
Gotham City in Christopher Nolan’s am-
bitious Batman trilogy, which comes to 
an emphatic conclusion. The screenplay 
by Nolan and his brother Jonathan takes 
inspiration from “A Tale of Two Cities” and 
Fritz Lang’s “Metropolis” in depicting the 
levels of society: the 99 percent versus 
the 1 percent, the skyscrapers down 
to the sewers. The leitmotif of Nolan’s 
well-orchestrated Batman saga is how a 
society, and an individual, responds to a 
fall. Batman has receded into billionaire 
Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale), a limping 
recluse. He faces two characters plucked 
from the pages of Batman comics: fear-
some terrorist Bane (Tom Hardy) and cat 
burglar Selina Kyle (Anne Hathaway), who 
wants a “clean slate” in an internet age 
when information is immortal. The film 
delivers a whole lotta movie, with cast-
of-thousands spectacle and giant-sized 
action. The Nolans consider the issues 
of the day (there’s a big Occupy Gotham 
theme); explore the role of legendary he-
roes in galvanizing the public; and labor 
to ensure that how their Batman ends 
dovetails with 2005’s “Batman Begins.” 
Rated PG-13 for violence, sensuality and 
language. Two hours, 45 minutes.  — 
P.C. (Reviewed July 20, 2012)

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days 
(Century 20) “Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog 
Days” reunites the core cast of previous 
entries and maintains a tonal consistency. 
Here again is Everyboy Greg and the rest 
of the cast from the previous film. The 
summer-themed adventure that picks 
up where “Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Ro-
drick Rules” left off, at the end of Greg’s 
seventh-grade year. As for the tone, 

it’s strictly middle-school slapstick and 
middle-class worries, like how to dodge 
parental expectations and play video 
games instead. Even for an episodic 
kiddie farce, “Dog Days” seems overly fa-
miliar in its comic premises and conflicts. 
But it’ll all be new to its intended audi-
ence, who are likely to lap it up as happily 
as the Heffleys’ new mutt, Sweetie, at his 
water dish. Like its predecessors, “Dog 
Days” offers a mostly shapeless plot, as 
Greg gets into varieties of trouble, shoot-
ing himself in the foot when it comes 
to his friendship, courtship and family 
life. The main thread involves Greg ly-
ing about having a job at the Plainview 
Heights Country Club so he can spend 
time around Holly; as a result, dedicated 
gamer Greg realizes the outdoors aren’t 
so bad after all. And so “Dog Days” gen-
tly imparts a lesson or two, about taking 

responsibility for and learning from mis-
takes. The oddest thing about the movie 
is that this kid-lit adaptation hardcore 
disses reading. Rated PG for some rude 
humor. One hour, 34 minutes.— P.C. (Re-
viewed Aug. 3, 2012)

Hope Springs 
(Century 16, Century 20) “I want a real 
marriage again.” With those words in the 
dramedy “Hope Springs,” Meryl Streep’s 
housewife throws the gauntlet before her 
husband of 31 years, played by Tommy 
Lee Jones. Streep’s Kay Soames ropes 
her husband Arnold into a weeklong pro-
gram run by “You Can Have the Marriage 
You Want” author Dr. Bernard Feld (Steve 
Carell). The master class in acting put 
on by Streep and the particularly pitch-
perfect Jones is the big draw here. While 
Carell, like his character, expertly facili-
tates, the leads put themselves under the 
microscope, finding fascinating rhythms 
in their give-and-takes, and speaking 

volumes with body language. “Hope 
Springs” turns out to be a different kind 
of mainstream movie, wielding star power 
to turn a giant, unsparing mirror on its 
target audience: in this case, baby boom-
ers in stale marriages. There’s a riveting 
intensity — and a sense of privilege — to 
the way the movie takes us into squirmy 
private moments and focuses nearly ev-
ery scene on the sometimes funny, more 
often sad dynamic between the two lead 
characters.A handful of comic flourishes 
lean toward jokiness at odds with the 
film’s greater scheme, of dramatic culti-
vated awkwardness between two people 
facing hard truths. Also, one might well 
wish for a chink in the armor of Carell’s 
too-perfect shrink. But the movie’s coun-
tercultural commitment to character and 
performance is enough to give “Hope” a 

(continued on page 36)

Rashida Jones and Andy Samberg in the “kinder, gentler” divorce 
comedy “Celeste and Jesse Forever.”

Jeremy Renner in “The Bourne 
Legacy.”

Tommy Lee Jones and Meryl 
Streep in “Hope Springs.”
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try. Rated PG-13 for mature thematic con-
tent involving sexuality. One hour, 40 min-
utes.  — P.C. (Reviewed Aug. 10, 2012)

The Intouchables 
(Aquarius) In “The Intouchables,” a rich, 
stuffy, white man exposes a poor black 
man to the “finer things” in life; in turn, 
the black man teaches the white man 
how to loosen up and love. No need to 
check your watch. It’s still 2012. With its 
brash humor and emotional generosity, 
“The Intouchables” has crowd-pleaser 
written all over it, but there’s no mistaking 
the queasy racial implications. Francois 
Cluzet (“Tell No One”) plays Phillippe, a 
quadriplegic millionaire who unexpect-
edly plucks Senegalese immigrant Driss 
(Omar Sy) out of the Parisian ghetto to be 

a live-in home-care provider. Phillippe — 
also a closet adventurer — appreciates 
Driss’ irreverent insistence on prodding 
his boss out of his discomfort zone and 
into his need for speed and romance. 
Wildly popular in its native France, “The 
Intouchables” applies strict formula to a 
reassuring story about improving one’s 
life by embracing new people and experi-
ences. It’s a cinematic warm fuzzy if ever 
there was one, and the performances 
by Cluzet and Sy prove highly appeal-
ing. But in America, where we invented 
this formula, audiences are likely to find 
it discomfitingly retrograde. Rated R for 
language and some drug use. One hour, 
52 minutes.  — P.C. (Reviewed July 13, 
2012)

Moonrise Kingdom 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) For more than 
a decade, writer-director Wes Anderson 
has faced criticism of his films being fuss-
ily repetitive. Though his new film is noth-
ing if not fussy, it’s Anderson’s freshest, 
breeziest work since the high-water mark 
of 1998’s “Rushmore.” “Moonrise” tells of 
a pair of troubled and gifted 12-year-olds 
who, in 1965, elope into the wild of New 
Penzance Island. Other than Anderson’s 
own oeuvre, the film best recalls “Harold 
and Maude” as an offbeat romance of 
two lovers against the world. Anderson 
contrasts the simplicity of young love 
with the adults’ insistence of complicat-
ing everything. The script by Anderson 
and Roman Coppola allows none of the 
plot elements to spin out of control, and 
the director keeps it short and sweet. So 
if Anderson’s careful compositions and 

dollhouse-styled production design send 
you up the wall, keep your distance. But 
this time, the filmmaker isn’t too clever 
by half: He’s just clever enough. Rated 
PG-13 for sexual content and smoking. 
One hour, 34 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
June 8, 2012)

ParaNorman 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Norman sees 
dead people, but he doesn’t tremble like 
Haley Joel Osment of “The Sixth Sense.” 
Instead, the 11-year-old greets the de-
ceased like old friends in directors Sam 
Fell and Chris Butler’s stop-motion ani-
mated comedy. There’s much to applaud 
in the charming first act that develops 
the main characters and establishes the 
small-township setting of Blithe Hollow 
with such incredible detail. Norman Bab-
cock (voiced by Kodi Smit-McPhee of 
“Let Me In”) is a sensitive soul, branded 
as the local freak and bullied at middle 
school. Aardman veteran Fell (“Flushed 
Away”) and first-time screenwriter Butler 
(storyboard supervisor of “Coraline”) 
excel at creating a delightful character 
piece, teeming with wit and atmosphere. 
But once the plot unleashes the walking 
dead, the brain of the screenplay seems 
half-eaten by zombies. The story spins 
into a protracted and all-too-familiar 
chase scene. Drawing parallels between 

the 18th-century witchhunts and the bul-
lying of today’s “freaks,” the message 
becomes murky. The notion that fear 
breeds bullying, as well as mob violence, 
seems simplistic and clouds the real 
theme of forgiveness. Wonderful stop-
motion and immersive 3-D techniques 
can’t stop a misconceived concept 
from running amok like Frankenstein’s 
monster. Rated PG for scary action and 
images, thematic elements, rude humor 
and language. 1 hour, 36 minutes. — S.T. 
(Reviewed Aug. 17)

Ruby Sparks 1/2
(Palo Alto Square) “Ruby Sparks” is the 
brainchild of Zoe Kazan, who wrote the 
screenplay and plays the title role ... of 
a brainchild. Ruby is the perfect woman 
for young, frustrated novelist Calvin 
Weir-Fields (Paul Dano). He knows this 
because he wrote her on his typewriter to 

break through his writer’s block. Ruby lit-
erally comes to life and once Calvin takes 
the magical-realist leap and accepts that 
Ruby isn’t going anywhere, he starts 
enjoying life with the girl of his dreams. 
“Ruby Sparks” makes an entertaining 
admonishment for anyone navigating the 
tricky terrain between initial attraction 
and a lasting relationship, a lesson in 
seeing the real person behind the exterior 
that attracts us. There’s plenty of quirky 
humor. Dayton and Faris also get serious 
comic mileage from Calvin’s life-loving 
mother (Annette Bening) and stepfather 
(Antonio Banderas), joyous contrasts to 
Calvin’s fretfulness. But “Ruby Sparks” 
proves it’s something special by being 
unafraid to follow its premise to a dark 
place, the dream turning into a night-
mare. In a time of mind-numbing rom 
coms, “Ruby Sparks” uses fantasy to get 
real about modern romance. Rated R for 
language including sexual references, 
and for some drug use. One hour, 44 
minutes.— P.C. (Reviewed, Aug. 3, 2012)

To Rome with Love 
(Century 20, Century 16) There are three 
million stories in the Eternal City; Woody 
Allen tells four of them. To follow the 
enjoyable but overpraised “Midnight in 
Paris,” Allen goes “To Rome with Love” 
and promptly loses his way. Allen long 

ago made his reputation as a filmmaker 
and no one can take that away from 
him, not even Woody himself. But that 
doesn’t stop him from trying. The most 
pleasurable aspect of the film — apart 
from the location photography of Darius 
Khondji — is the onscreen appearance 
of Allen.  None of the storylines is without 
problems. The tales tend to be predict-
able and, in terms of humor and thematic 
import, weak tea. More distressing is 
Allen’s regressive treatment of women 
and an off-putting solipsism. Repeatedly, 
sexy women confess their attraction to 
Woody-esque men with power, celebrity, 
neuroses and a tendency for “reminisc-
ing” about the past. Allen’s privileged-
male, American-in-Rome condescension 
takes most of the fun out of the film. 
Rated R for sexual references. One hour, 
42 minutes.  — P.C. (Reviewed June 29, 
2012)Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Fri & Sat  8/24 – 8/25  Robot & Frank – 2:00, 5:00, 7:25, 9:45 
Ruby Sparks -  1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50

Sun 8/26  Robot & Frank – 2:00, 5:00, 7:25 
Ruby Sparks -  4:30, 7:15

Mon 8/27  Robot & Frank – 2:00, 5:00, 7:25 
Ruby Sparks -  1:45, 4:30, 7:15

Tues 8/28  Robot & Frank – 2:00, 5:00, 7:25 
Ruby Sparks -  1:45

Weds & Thurs 8/29 – 8/30  Robot & Frank – 2:00, 5:00, 7:25
 Ruby Sparks -  1:45, 4:30, 7:15
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www.ThePaloAltoBlackandWhiteBall.org
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Omar Sy and Francois Cluzet in 
“The Intouchables.”

Wide-eyed stop-motion animation characterizes “ParaNorman.”

Ellen Page and Jesse Eisenberg in “To Rome With Love.”
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Art Galleries
‘Water’ A Group Exhibit Thirty Bay 
Area artists display water-themed art-
work during the “Water” exhibit at Gal-
lery 9. Artists explore the theme through 
a variety of media. Meet the artists on 
Sept. 7, 5-8 p.m. Exhibit runs through 
Sept. 29. Gallery 9 hours: 11-5 p.m., 
Sun., 12-4 p.m. Gallery 9-Los Altos, 
143 Main St., Los Altos. www.gallery-
9losaltos.com
Hot Days: Cool Art The artists of View-
points Gallery celebrate 35 years of art 
in Los Altos with an all-gallery group 
show exhibiting individual interpreta-
tions of art in oils, watercolors, pastels, 
mixed medium and ceramics. Gallery 
closes at 3 p.m. on Sundays. 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Viewpoints Gallery, 315 State St., 
Los Altos. www.viewpointsgallery.com
Memorial Church Tour Located in 
the Main Quad, a few minutes’ walk 
from the center, the Stanford Memo-
rial Church is the physical heart of the 
campus, replete with stained glass 
windows, mosaics, and stone carvings. 
Fridays at 2 p.m., rain or shine. Cantor 
Arts Center, Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/
visit/public_tours.html 
Outdoor Sculpture Walk This tour ex-
plores the Stanford campus and its 
extensive outdoor collection of 20th-
century sculpture in the quad and south 
campus area. First Sunday of each 
month at 2 p.m., rain or shine. Cantor 

Arts Center, Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/
visit/public_tours.html
Papua New Guinea Sculpture Garden 
Tour Created on-site at Stanford by art-
ists from Papua New Guinea, the gar-
den contains wood and stone carvings 
of people, animals, and magical beings 
that illustrate clan stories and creation 
myths. Third Sundays of the Month, 2 
p.m., rain or shine. Meet on the corner 
of Santa Teresa and Lomita Drive. Can-
tor Arts Center, Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/
visit/public_tours.html
Rodin Sculpture Garden and Galleries 
The B. Gerald Cantor Rodin Sculpture 
Garden features 20 bronzes by Auguste 
Rodin, including The Gates of Hell, and 
is open to the public. The Center also 
devotes three indoor galleries to the 
work of Rodin. Wednesdays at 2 p.m., 
Saturdays at 11:30 a.m., Sundays at 3 
p.m., rain or shine. Cantor Arts Center, 
Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stan-
ford. museum.stanford.edu/visit/pub-
lic_tours.html 

Classes/Workshops
Foothill College Registration Registra-
tion for fall quarter is ongoing through 
Sept. 23 for all students at Foothill Col-
lege. Fall classes begin the week of 
Sept. 24 and continue through Dec. 
14, unless otherwise listed in the class 
schedule that’s posted online at www.
foothill.edu. California residents pay $31 

per unit plus basic fees. Foothill Col-
lege, 12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos 
Hills. Call 650-949-7325. www.foothill.
edu/admissions.php
Fundamenta ls o f  Waterwise  
Gardening This hands-on workshop will 
demonstrate basic water-saving gar-
dening techniques. Master Gardener 
Deva Luna talks about plant selection 
and placement, proper irrigation, soil 
preparation and design. Participants 
should bring a small pot to work with. 
Aug. 25, 1-4 p.m. Mountain View Li-
brary, 585 Franklin St., Mountain View. 
bawsca.org
Growing Vegetables in Fall and Winter 
Master Gardeners teach which vegeta-
bles will produce throughout the winter, 
how to start plants, and when to start 
seeds and put in transplants to get the 
best harvest. Aug. 28, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Los Altos Library, 13 S. San Antonio 
Road, Los Altos. Call 408-282-3105. 
mastergardeners.org/scc.html
Italian Language Classes Adult Ital-
ian language classes, at reduced fees, 
begin on the campus of Menlo College 
Aug. 20. Menlo College, 1000 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-868-5995. 
thefinestItalian.com
Pen and Ink Pen-and-ink techniques 
are taught through a curriculum of lec-
tures, demonstrations and hands-on 
exercises. Studies begin with a histori-
cal overview of pen and ink followed by 
a demonstration of the basic techniques 
and creation of a tone scale with stip-
pling technique and line drawing. Sept. 
6-8, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $300 - $360. 
Filoli, 86 Canada Road, Woodside. Call 
650-364-8300 ext.233. www.filoli.org 

Community Events 
Film: Healthcare in Canada and the 
U.S. Film exploring the history of uni-
versal, publicly financed healthcare in 
Canada and the obstacles to publicly fi-
nanced healthcare in the United States. 
Narrated by Kiefer Sutherland, grand-
son of Tommy Douglas, the father of 
Canadian healthcare. Panel discussion 
and Q&A will follow. Aug. 30, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. First Baptist Church of Palo Alto, 
305 N. California Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
408-984-8708. 
Litquake The San Francisco literary 
festival comes to Palo Alto with live 
music, food, gift vendors, storytelling, 
book brainstorming, author readings, a 
no-host social and KQED host Michael 
Krasny with an “Evening of Jewish Hu-
mor.” Aug. 26, 3-8 p.m. Oshman Family 
JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto. Call 
650-223-8664. www.paloaltojcc.org/
events/2012/08/26/community-events/
l i tquake-a-fest iva l-of-books- ideas-
community/
Opportunity Center Open House The 
first event since the merger of InnVision 
and Shelter Network. Attendees can 
mingle with other community members 
over light appetizers and beverages and 
hear a CEO update on the merger and 
the vision to end homelessness in Palo 
Alto. Aug. 28, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Opportu-
nity Center, 33 Encina Ave., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-685-5880 ext 129. www.ivsn.
org/news
Palo Alto Festival of the Arts A street 
fair featuring about 300 artists selling 
their wares, Italian street painting, two 
stages of entertainment, kids’ activi-
ties, and food and drink. Aug. 25-26, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. Palo Alto Festival 
of the Arts, University Avenue, Palo Alto. 
Call 831-438-4751. www.mlaproduc-
tions.com

Dance 
Social Ballroom Dancing Lessons at 
8 p.m. are waltz for beginning and in-
termediate levels, followed by dancing 
from 9 p.m. to midnight. No experience 
or partner necessary; dressy casual at-
tire is preferred. Aug. 31, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. 
$9 includes refreshments. Cubberley 
Community Center Pavilion, 4000 Mid-

dlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-395-
8847. www.FridayatthePav.com

 Environment
Animals at Arastradero Nature Hike 
Acterra staff botanist Paul Heiple will 
lead an early morning hike in Arastra-
dero Preserve to find evidence of the 
wildlife that call the preserve home. 
The tour will look at their homes, the 
food they eat and the clues they leave 
behind. Sturdy shoes and long pants 
recommended. Meet at the Gateway 
Facility. Aug. 25, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Aras-
tradero Preserve, 1530 Arastradero 
Road, Palo Alto. www.eventbrite.com/
event/3756598086

Exhibits
Sculpture from the Fisher Collection 
This exhibit features pieces by John 
Chamberlain, Sol LeWitt Claes Olden-
burg and Martin Puryear, together with 
Carl Andre’s Copper-Zinc Plain, a floor 
piece composed of 36 tiles; and John 
Chamberlain’s Bijou, a large early work 
made of crushed automobiles and paint. 
Wed.-Sun.; Feb. 29-Oct. 13, 2013; open 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. (Thursday until 8 p.m.). 
Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Stanford Art Spaces - Stanford Univer-
sity Paintings by Ben Alexy, watercolor, 
ink, and mixed media by Valerie P. Co-
hen & paintings by Kyungsoo Lee are on 
exhibit at the Paul G. Allen Art Spaces 
on the Stanford University Campus. 
From July 6 to Sept. 6, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Stanford Art Spaces, 420 Via Palou, 
Stanford. Call 650-725-3622. http://cis.
stanford.edu/~marigros

Family and Kids
Carnival Attendees join Milestones Pre-
school for carnival games and activities 
including jumper house, face painting, 
water balloon toss, pie toss, petting zoo 
and more. Includes food like hot dogs, 
cotton candy and shaved ice. Aug. 25, 
2-5 p.m. Milestones Preschool, 3864 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-
325-8708. www.abil itiesunited.org/
home

On Stage
‘For the Greater Good,’ or ‘The Last 
Election’ The San Francisco Mime 
Troupe continues its 53rd season with 
“For the Greater Good,” or “The Last 
Election.” Michael Gene Sullivan directs 
this musical satire about “true” Ameri-
can values. Live music half hour before 
showtime. Aug. 29, 7 p.m. Mitchell Park 
- South Field, 600 East Meadow Drive, 
Palo Alto. www.sfmt.org
TheatreWorks presents ‘Time Stands 
Still’ By Pulitzer Prize winner Donald 
Margulies, this Tony Award nominee 
follows a thrill-seeking photojournalist 
and her foreign correspondent lover af-
ter they return from a harrowing stint 
covering the war. “Time Stands Still” is a 
portrait of a relationship at an impasse. 
Aug. 15, $23-$73. Mountain View Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro 
St., Mountain View. www.theatreworks.
org

Religion/Spirituality
Bible Club Leaders Needed Volunteers 
are needed to help lead or co-lead 
Bible Clubs groups for East of Bay-
shore youth. Minimal time commitment 
required. Training is provided. Sept. 
1-April 31, 2-7:30 p.m. Bayshore Chris-
tian Ministries, 1001 Beech St., East 
Palo Alto. Call 650-543-2129. www.
bayshore.org
Kirtan: An Evening of Devotional 
Chanting Participants will sing chants 
in English and some Indian accompa-
nied by harmonium and guitar. Most 
chants are simple to learn, and words 
are provided. Aug. 31, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Ananda Church, 2171 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. Call 650-323-3363. www.
anandapaloalto.org
 

Special Events
49th Kings Mountain Art Fair Kings 
Mountain Art Fair features 138 juried 
artists, 30 local artists, local beer and 
wine, children’s activities, pancake 
breakfast (8am-10:30am), and lunch, in 
a redwood forest setting. Sept. 1, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Kings Mountain Firehouse, 
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside. kings-
mountainartfair.org

Sports
Family and Children Services  
Charity Golf Classic 3rd Annual Fam-
ily and Children Services Charity Golf 
Classic will feature lunch and dinner, 
play on beautiful greens, fun holes and 
contests, and entertainment. Online 
registration is open: www.fcservices.
org. Proceeds benefit Family & Children 
Services’ counseling services. August 
27, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. $250 per golfer’ $75 
evening only. Los Altos Golf & Coun-
try Club, 1560 Country Club Drive, Los 
Altos. Call 650-543-5412. www.fcser-
vices.org/golf/index.html
SMCHA open English/Western show 
San Mateo County Horsemen’s 63rd 
Annual Open English/Western Horse 
Show. Eight “never-won-a-buckle” 
classes. Medals to first place and rib-
bons for first to sixth place. English 
and Western Pleasure judge: Heather 
Corfee. Ranch, Trail & Reining: Patty 
Knudsen. Free coffee and donuts in the 
morning. lunch for purchase. Aug. 26, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. $15 per class The Horse 
Park at Woodside, 3674 Sand Hill Road, 
Woodside. Call 650-364-3020. www.
SMCHA.org

Talks/Authors
A History of Candlestick Park As the 
‘49ers prepare to vacate this historic 
sports stadium, attendees join Ted At-
las for an encore performance as he 
explores how Candlestick Park has 
shaped Bay Area sports and entertain-
ment. Through extensive use of images, 
recollections and research he tells the 
story of this iconic park. Aug. 29, 7-8:30 
p.m. Free for members/$10 non-mem-
bers. Museum of American Heritage, 
351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-
321-1004. www.moah.org 
Global food security in the 21st  
century  USGS Research Geographer 
Prasad Thenkabail speaks on the the 
increasing need for food production, 
cropland areas and agricultural water. 
Remote-sensing from space will provide 
crucial data for policy development af-
fecting croplands and their water use. 
August 30, 7-8:30 p.m. Free U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, 345 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park. Call 650-329-5000. online.
wr.usgs.gov/calendar
Humanist community forum The Jour-
ney through atheism to humanism, 
ethical culture and beyond, with Peter 
Bishop (Ph.D.). Aug. 26, 11 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. The Student Center at Palo Alto 
High School (in the middle of campus), 
50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 
650-964-7576. www.humanists.org/
blog/home/ 

Volunteers
‘Weekly Weed Warriors’ Volunteer hab-
itat-restoration opportunity. Volunteers 
will work with experienced “weed war-
riors” to clear invasive species. Every 
Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. to sunset 
at Arastradero Preserve in Palo Alto. 
All volunteers welcome; minors must 
complete waiver. acterra.org/programs/
stewardship/index.html
JustREAD Tutors are sought to help 
teens pass the high school exit exam. 
Volunteers will tutor in Mountain View 
during the school day, one-on-one with 
students in a classroom setting. Com-
mitment of one hour per week required. 
Orientation and training provided. Jus-
tREAD Tutorial Center, 1299 Bryant St., 
Mountain View. Call 650-940-7402. 
www.justREADcenters.org

Goings On
The best of what’s happening on                 the Midpeninsula

CALENDAR LISTINGS

For News submissions for possible use elsewhere  
in the paper, email editor@paweekly.com or call 650-326-8210 

For complete Calendar listings or to submit a  
Calendar listing, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com and click  

on “Master Community Calendar”

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Rebecca Dines and Mark Anderson Phillips star as war 
correspondents Sarah Goodwin and James Dodd in “Time Stands 
Still,” which plays from Aug. 22 to Sept. 16 at Theatreworks. 

M
ark Kitaoka

OF NOTE

24  37



Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
College women soccer: Stanford at 

Penn State, 4:30 p.m.; Big 10 Network

Sunday
College women field hockey: Mary-

land at Stanford, 1 p.m.; Pac-12 Net-
works

Monday
Under-20 Women World Cup soccer: 

United States vs. Germany, 12:01 a.m., 
ESPN2, ESPN3

Friday, Aug. 31
College football: San Jose State at 

Stanford, 7 p.m.; Pac-12 Networks

Saturday, Sept. 1
 Under-20 Women World Cup soccer: 

United States vs. Costa Rica, 11:30 a.m.; 
NBC

ON THE AIR

Bob D
rebin/stanfordphoto.com

A return to the top is a priority
The combination of veteran leadership, top freshmen class a good balance for Stanford volleyball

By Rick Eymer

I t’s time for the Stanford women’s 
volleyball team to make its own 
history. One of two schools to 

have participated in every NCAA 
tournament, the Cardinal has not 
been to a Final Four since 2008.

In Stanford years, that’s like for-
ever. It’s not that the Cardinal has 
played poorly -- the team has gone a 
combined 72-20 the last three years 
-- but rather other teams are playing 

better.
The Pac-12 has the defending 

national champion in its midst in 
UCLA, and there’s precious few soft 
spots anywhere in the conference. 
The Bruins (the ninth seed in the 
NCAA tournament last year), USC, 
Washington, Stanford and Califor-
nia can each open their season legit-
imately thinking of a national title.

There’s plenty of competition in 
the rest of the country too, from 

Florida to Texas to Penn State to Ha-
waii. It’s the reason volleyball has 
become more popular. Not many 
teams can dominate anymore.

Check the roster of the United 
States women’s Olympic team that 
earned a silver medal in London re-
cently: Long Beach State, Washing-
ton, Penn State, Minnesota, USC, 
Nebraska, Texas and Stanford are 
all represented. Hugh McCutcheon, 
the Olympic coach, took over the 

Minnesota program this year. 
So what is a coach to do? If you’re 

John Dunning you schedule your-
self four NCAA tournament teams 
from last year among the first five 
matches. And you do it with a roster 
of players who have never stepped 
foot on the court beyond the Elite 
Eight.

“We can be one of the best teams,” 

Cardinal junior middle blocker Carly Wopat, an All-American last year, will be counted upon to help Stanford rise above their competition en route 
to a possible Final Four berth.

(continued on page 40)

Senior linebacker Chase Thomas , a Sporting News 
All-American, figures to play a key role in Stanford’s 
defensive efforts this season.

Bob D
rebin/stanfordphoto.com

Defense hopes to be even 
more prominent this year
Thomas, Gardner, Skov lead the way in planned offensive frugality

STANFORD FOOTBALL

By Dean McArdle

T he Stanford football team, with Andrew 
Luck leading the way, became known as 
an offensive juggernaut the past couple 

of years, capable of putting up numbers to 
match any team in the country. This year the 
other side of the ball is looking to make some 
noise. 

Defense, especially pass defense, has not 
been the Cardinal’s strong suit in recent years. 
The squad’s success has largely been a result 
of the Luck-lead offense, ranked in the top 10 
nationally in total offense the past two sea-
sons, racking up enough points to cover any 

defensive deficiency. 
But that era is over. Luck is gone, along with 

tight end Colby Fleener and several other of-
fensive cogs. The big names on this year’s Car-
dinal squad will be trying to keep the score-
board quiet. 

While the Cardinal pass defense was ranked 
95th in the country in 2011, the run defense 
was ranked fourth, allowing a stingy 88.38 
yards a game. And all the centerpieces of that 
run defense are back in 2012

Redshirt senior outside linebacker Chase 

(continued on next page)

The Central Coast Section (CCS) and 
PlayOn! Sports (PlayOn) announced 
the launch of the Central Coast Net-
work, a partnership providing multi-
platform distribution of California high 
school sports content.
The announcement came Tuesday 
and represents an unprecedented 
postseason coverage of Central 
Coast Section high school sports, be-
ginning this fall. Sports will be made 
available to fans in a variety of live and 
on-demand formats across web and 
mobile devices.
“The Central Coast Section is excited 
to partner with PlayOn to enhance 
coverage of high school sports and 
the athletes in our Section,” CCS 
Commissioner Nancy Lazenby Blaser 
said. “We believe the CCS has an 
exciting high school sports environ-
ment that will now be available to 
viewers throughout the state, across 
the country and around the world, all 
while providing our student athletes, 
their families and their fans unique 
access to their outstanding achieve-
ments.”
The new Internet video portal for 
the Central Coast Network, www.
cifcentralcoast.tv, will host all events 
produced through the partnership. 
Many events will be streamed live and 
all events will be archived and made 
available on demand.
“We are thrilled to partner with the 
Central Coast Section of the CIF to 
create a network of high school sports 
content in California that celebrates 
California’s student athletes,” said Tim 
Eichorst, President of PlayOn. “We are 
building a library of content that will 
allow students, families, and commu-
nities access to their school’s sports 
and activities programs in a way they 
haven’t had before.”
The network portals will commence 
this fall with coverage of football, field 
hockey and cross country, among 
others. Additional coverage through-
out the year will feature a wide range 
of both boys and girls sports in Cali-
fornia.
An added bonus to the partnership 
is the opportunity for high schools to 
produce regular season sports and 
school activities through the School 
Broadcast Program.
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Thomas is the veteran of the group, 
and the team captain is garnering 
national attention as one of the na-
tion’s top run stoppers. Thomas was 
named to the preseason watch list 
for several national awards, includ-
ing the Butkus award, which goes to 

college football’s top linebacker. 
“It all starts with Chase,” said 

redshirt junior defensive end Ben 
Gardner. 

Thomas grabbed the national 
spotlight by leading the Pac-12 in 
tackles for loss per game, and was 
second in sacks per game last year. 
Sporting News named the redshirt 
senior an All-American following 
last season. 

Joining Thomas on the Butkus 
Award watch list is senior middle 
linebacker Shayne Skov and red-
shirt junior outside linebacker 
Trent Murphy. After being named 
an honorable mention All-Pac-10 
player his sophomore year, Skov 
tore his ACL in week three of his 
junior campaign, ending his sea-
son. 

Skov’s return will help shore up 

the Cardinal’s linebacking corp. He 
brings the speed needed to fix the 
open-field tackling problems that 
Gardner named as the defense’s big-
gest problem in 2011. 

“The teams that have given us 
trouble in the past are teams with 
playmakers on the perimeter, guys 
that can make you miss in the open 
field,” Gardner said. “We gave up 
too many big plays last year, and 

if we can limit those big plays by 
making the tackle on the first try 
then we are going to be fine this 
year.”

Gardner, a second team All-Pac-
12 selection last year, was named to 
the Lombardi watch list as one of 
the nation’s top linemen.

“We feel like we could have one 
of the best rush defenses in the na-
tion this year,” said Gardner. 

Football
(continued from previous page)

Ben Gardner, a second team All-Pac-12 selection last year, was named to the Lombardi 
watch list as one of the nationís top linemen.

Shayne Skov’s return will help shore up the Cardinal’s linebacking corp. He brings the 
speed needed to fix the open-field tackling problems.

Bob D
rebin/stanfordphoto.com
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Sports

Dunning said. “We can be one of 
the teams that can win it all. The 
best feeling is to earn it every day.”

Exactly the mentality seniors Ka-
rissa Cook, Haley Spelman, Jessica 
Walker and Hannah Benjamin bring 
to practice every day.

In terms of postseason accolades 
and postseason success, this senior 
class can’t share the same hardware 
of past senior classes, but it is still 
an accomplished group capable of 
doing amazing things.

Cook is the unquestioned leader 
of the group. She recorded 1,279 of 
Stanford’s 1,495 assists last year. 
She was also second on the team 

in digs with 355 and fourth in kills 
with 101.

Cook and junior Carly Wopat 
were the only Cardinal 
players who started every 
match last year.

“I thought the season 
was great in so many 
ways,” said Cook of a 
group that finished 22-8 
overall and had its season 
end in the second round 
of the NCAA tournament. 
“It all started in China (on 
a preseason trip). I have 
never been on a team that 
has grown so much.”

Stanford relied on its defense last 
year, keeping the ball in play and 
forcing opponents to make mistakes. 
Junior Rachel Williams led the Car-

dinal on offense last year with 488 
kills, or 4.32 per set. That ranked 
her 23rd in the country.

Three other Stanford 
players reached triple fig-
ures in kills in addition to 
Cook and Williams: Wo-
pat had 357 (3.16), sopho-
more Lydia Bai had 220 
(2.02) and Spelman had 
119 (1.83).

The good news is that 
they are all back this sea-
son. In fact, so are Walk-
er (82) and sophomore 
Morgan Boukather (96), 

giving Stanford its top seven kills 
leaders.

“I think we have come a long way,” 
Wopat said. “We grew a lot as a team. 
How we do this year has to do with 
last year. Volleyball-wise, we’ve im-
proved our skills and matured men-
tally. We’re stronger as a team.”

Benjamin leads a strong group 
of defensive specialists. She led the 
Cardinal with 387 digs last year, 
while junior Mary Ellen Luck had 
219 and sophomore Kyle Gilbert re-
corded 309.

With so much of the defense and 
offense returning, Stanford figures 
to be better than it was last year. 
Throw in a group of five highly-
regarded freshmen and there’s even 
more to like.

“It’s rare to have a five-person 
freshmen class, let along five front 
row players,” Dunning said. “No 
question they are having an impact. 
They’re good.”

They also come from five differ-
ent states, beginning with Mountain 

Volleyball
(continued from page 38)

View High grad Brittany Howard 
and also includes Megan McGehee 
(Missouri), Inky Ajanaku (Oklaho-
ma), Madi Bugg (North Carolina) 
and Jordan Burgess (Florida).

“They all came in with such good 
attitudes,” Cook said.

Wopat likes the freshmen class 
because they’ve added depth to the 
middle blocker position.

“We have four of them now and 
it’s great fun,” she said. “I think all 
four have experience, having played 
for so long. I love all their personali-

ties. They will bring great things to 
the team.” 

There will be some sadness as the 
season opens. Sam Wopat, a prom-
ising young player and twin sister of 
Carly, passed away suddenly during 
the offseason.

“Personally she will always be in 
my heart and mind,” Wopat said. 
“Every point, every game, every 
match I play for her.”

Sam was also popular with her 

Stanford seniors Hayley Spelman, Hannah Benjamin, Karissa Cook 
and Jessica Walker are leading the way with their work ethic and 
commitment.

D
on Feria/stanfordphoto.com

D
on Feria/stanfordphoto.com

Cardinal sophomore Kyle Gilbert had a terrific season as a libero last 
season and returns to solidify one of the nation’s top defenses. (continued on next page)

Lydia Bai
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Cardinal coach David Shaw said it was a battle between Nottingham 
and Nunes as the starting quarterback.

Sports

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

Date  Opponent  Time

Fri.  vs. St. Mary’s at Hawaii  8 p.m. 

Sat. vs.  Albany at Hawaii  8 p.m.

Sunday  at Hawaii  8 p.m. 

Aug. 31  at Penn State  5 p.m. 

Sept. 1  vs. Florida  1 p.m. 

Sept. 5  vs. Jiangsu (Exh.)  7 p.m. 

Sept. 7  vs. Santa Clara  7 p.m. 

Sept. 8  vs. Loyola  10 a.m. 

Sept. 8  vs. Pacific  6 p.m. 

Sept. 14  vs. San Francisco  7 p.m. 

Sept. 15  at Saint Mary’s  7 p.m. 

Sept. 19  vs. California *  7 p.m. 

Sept. 21  at Utah *  6 p.m. 

Sept. 28  at Arizona *  7 p.m. 

Sept. 30  at Arizona State *  6 p.m. 

Oct. 05  vs. Oregon *  5:30 p.m. 

Oct. 07  vs. Oregon State *  2 p.m. 

Oct. 10  vs. USC *  7 p.m. 

Oct. 12  vs. UCLA *  6 p.m. 

Oct. 19  at Washington *  6 p.m. 

Oct. 21  at Washington St. *  11 a.m. 

Oct. 24  vs. Arizona *  7 p.m. 

Oct. 26  vs. Arizona State *  7 p.m. 

Nov. 2  at Oregon State * 7 p.m. 

Nov. 4  at Oregon *  1 p.m. 

Nov. 7  vs. Washington St.  7 p.m. 

Nov. 8  vs. Washington *  8 p.m. 

Nov. 15  at USC *  7 p.m.

Nov. 16  at UCLA *  7 p.m. 

Nov. 21  vs. Colorado *  TBA

Nov. 23  at California *  TBA

  * Pac-12

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

teammates and they wanted to in-
clude her in everything this season. 
That’s why you’ll see the initials 
‘S.W.’ as part of Stanford’s uniform 
and why her locker remains in the 
clubhouse.

Stanford was picked to finish 
second in the conference by a vote 
of the coaches. The Cardinal opens 
the season ranked sixth in the na-
tion.

Stanford will appear on the Pac-12 
Networks a total of 15 times during 
the regular season, beginning with 
an exhibition match against Jiangsu, 
a team from China, on Sept. 5. 

(continued from previous page)

Nunes earns QB start for 
Stanford football in 2012
Redshirt junior wins top role despite lack of playing time

Staff Report

J osh Nunes gets the first chance 
to follow in Andrew Luck’s 
footsteps. The senior quarter-

back was named Stanford’s starter 
for the August 31 game against San 
Jose State.

“Josh has done a great job,” Stan-
ford coach David Shaw said. “The 
guy who is going to play quarter-
back is the guy who can do it all; 
managing the running game, man-
aging our protections and getting 

us into the right play. Josh has done 
that.”

Nunes apparently won the job 
over Danville native Brett Notting-
ham. That’s something of a surprise 
given that Nottingham backed up 
Luck in 2011 and was everyone’s 
favorite when spring practice began 
five months ago. Nottingham threw 
for 78 yards and a touchdown in six 

(continued on next page)
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appearances as Luck’s backup in 
2011. 

Nunes was Luck’s backup two 
years ago, although he’s thrown two 
passes, completing one, over his 
first three years.

“If I had to make this decision the 
first week, that would have meant 
we wouldn’t have had competition,” 
Shaw said. “The fact that it took 
this long was a good thing because 
it was a battle.”

Nunes is the first regular season 
starting quarterback for Stanford 
other than Luck since the 2008 sea-
son, when Tavita Pritchard was the 
starter.

Nunes came out of Upland High 
rated as the 13th-best pro-style 
quarterback in the nation by Rivals.
com. A high school All-American, 
he threw for over 6,000 yards and 
54 touchdowns in three years.

“It feels great,”Nunes said. “This 
is something I’ve wanted for a long 
time, obviously. Being behind An-
drew Luck was pretty much the big-
gest blessing I think you could ever 
ask for. I learned a lot from him, 

and I feel like I’m ready to lead this 
team.”

Nottingham appeared in six 
games last year, throwing for 78 
yards on 5-of-8 passing. Also a high 
school All-American, he competed 
502 of 726 passes (.691) for 7,467 
yards and 91 touchdowns during his 
high school career. 

When he left Monta Vista High, 
Nottingham ranked fourth all-time 
in Northern California prep history 
in completions, and seventh in yard-
age. His .691 career completion per-
centage ranks fifth.

Nottingham has three years of 
eligibility remaining, while Nunes 
(6-4, 225) will have one more year 
remaining after this season.

Nunes completed seven of 10 
passes for 49 yards and a touchdown 
in Stanford’s final scrimmage of the 
season on Sunday.

“The great thing is that the path has 
been laid in how to be a successful 
quarterback here at Stanford,” Nunes 
said. “I have to realize, too, that I’m 
not Andrew Luck. By no means am 
I trying to be exactly him.”

Stanford is preseason ranked 18th 
in the USA Today Coaches Poll and 
21st in the AP Top 25 College Foot-
ball Poll. 

Nunes
(continued from previous page)

Open Houses: 
Upper School
Oct. 28, Dec. 2
Middle School
Oct. 7, Nov. 4

www.menloschool.org/admissions

What school is meant to be.

By Rick Eymer

S enior quarterback Matthias 
Pelsasa needed to prove him-
self all over again. Thrown 

into an open competition, he made 
the decision easy for Mark Speck-
man, in his first year at Menlo 
College, but a long-time football 
coach.

“He had a 
great camp,” 
S p e c k m a n 
said. “It was a 
good compe-
tition and he 
won the job. 
He’s a good 
quarterback.”

Pelasasa had 
to learn a new 
playbook after 
throwing for 
1,676 yards and 16 touchdowns last 
year, in which Menlo finished 5-5 
overall. He also rushed for a pair of 
touchdowns.

Pelasasa will have his favorite 
receiver back too in senior Robert 
Adan, who caught 65 passes for 
939 yards and 11 touchdowns, av-
eraging 14.4 yards per reception. In 
fact, he’ll be able to throw to every 
receiver who caught a touchdown 
pass from him last year.

That might help make the tran-
sition a little easier for the Oaks, 
who open the season Saturday with 

a game at the University of British 
Columbia at 1 p.m.

“I’ve never played a game this 
early and I’ve never played in Can-
ada,” Speckman said. “With the 
offense we don’t have the luxury of 
waiting too long. We’ve been trying 
to cram a lot into a short period of 
time.”

Pelasasa and 
Adan are two 
of just 17 se-
niors with the 
Oaks this sea-
son, eight of 
whom are on 
offense. Re-
ceivers Dan-
iel Stevenson, 
Matt Belardes, 
Sam Nix and 
Dimitri Vigil, 
running back Kyle Campas and 
offensive lineman Marc Baker are 
also in their final year.

“The nice thing is that the core 
of the team will be around for a 
couple of years,” Speckman said. 
“On the other hand, we are young 
and there’s a tendency to make 
mistakes. It’s kind of a two-edged 
sword not having a lot of seniors, 
but the ones we do have are doing 
a great job.”

Defensively the Oaks will turn to 
the senior leadership of defensive 
backs Halen Tanimoto and Sean 

Date  Opponent  Time

Sat.  at British Columbia  noon

Sept. 1  at Linfield  12:30 p.m.

Sept. 8  at Pomona-Pitzer  1 p.m.

Sept. 15  vs. Occidental  noon

Sept. 22  vs. La Verne  noon

Oct. 6  vs. Webber Int.  noon

Oct. 20  vs. Wesley  noon

Oct. 27  at Marian  1 p.m.

Nov. 3  at St. Francis  6 p.m.

Nov. 10  vs. Pacific Luth.  noon

MENLO FOOTBALL

Menlo College gets an early football start
Pelasasa reclaims starting job at quarterback as the Oaks head to Canada

Gray, linebackers Marcus Alvin, 
Devon Jonsson, Brent McCord and 
Mitchell Lum and defensive line-
men Greig O’Connor, Rex Hawkins 
and Tony Ramirez.

Junior Thomas Reynolds joins 
Campas in the backfield. Reynolds 
led the Oaks with 320 yards de-
spite appearing in just six games. 
Campas added another 301 rushing 
yards.

Junior tight end Devin Young was 
the third-leading receiver for Men-
lo last year behind Adan and junior 
Michael Alexander (39 catches, 
409 yards, 3 touchdowns).

“The offense will have big-play 
capability,” Speckman said. “It’s a 
matter of timing and a lot of new 
terminology. These guys seem real 
eager and are anxious to get go-
ing.”

Junior kicker-punter Kevin Kurtz 
was 15 of 21 on extra point attempts 
and made all six of his field goal 
tries, including a long of 40 yards 
last year.

O’Connor (4 tackles for a loss) 
will key the defensive side of the 
ball, with Alvin, who led the team 
with 67 tackles (including 6 1/2 for 
a loss) in 2011, and junior lineback-
er James Yoder looking to make the 
tackles. Freshman Jaden Roselli 
has also looked impressive during 
camp, Speckman said.

The defensive backfield appears 
to be in the best shape, full of tal-
ented, young athletes. In addition 
to Tanimoto, juniors Joe Correia, 
Kyle Sundby and Dylan Bunfill and 
sophomore Kaiiron Richards have 
the most experience. Sophomores 
Keontae Holland, Wade Hawkins, 
Emilio Mendoza, Kyle Stanfel and 
LeeRoy Richardson give the posi-
tion valuable depth.

“We have to get to know each 
other and create a positive culture,” 

Speckman said. “More than any-
thing, we need to prepare properly 
to win. So far the team has done 
everything I’ve asked.”

Others to watch include junior 
running backs Nick Acosta and 
Nick Petronijevi, junior lineback-
er Chris Pistella, junior receiv-
ers Robert Gehre and Rashaad 
Smith, junior 
linebacker PJ 
Cress, and 
junior defen-
sive linemen 
Angel Jime-
nez, Camyar 
M e s h k a t y 
and Michele 
Canali.

Other sopho-
mores to watch 
for include 
Benjamin Vega, Garrett Bock, 
Erik Peterson, Jared Hakuole, Jake 
Fohn, Jordan Hakuole, Christian 
Hil-Smith, Joey Evans, Grant Hen-
drickson, Cameron Grad, Spencer 
Schobert, Christian Daog, Jerardo 
Torres Rodriguez, Jackson Dallas, 
Kaia Collier, Vince Snyder, Mikh-
gail Stanich, Dominic Jackson and 
Luamata Tagaloa. 

Give blood for life!
b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u

Matthias PelsasaMarc Baker Robert Adan
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Sports

Date  Opponent  Time

Fri.  at Foothill  5 p.m.

Tues.  vs. Bethesda Christian  4 p.m.

Aug. 31  at Northwest  4 p.m.

Sept. 1  at Evergreen St.  3 p.m.

Sept. 3  at Trinty Lutheran  1 p.m.

Sept. 7  at Embry-Riddle  7 p.m.

Sept. 8  at Arizona Chrs.  7 p.m.

Sept. 14  vs. Marymount  3 p.m.

Sept. 16  vs. So. Oregon  2:30 p.m.

Sept. 24  vs. Northwest Chrs.  noon

Sept. 28  at Bethesda Christian  3 p.m.

Sept. 30  at Soka  1 p.m.

Oct. 3  vs. UC Merced  3 p.m.

Oct. 13  vs. William Jessup  2 p.m.

Oct. 17  at Simpson  1 p.m.

Oct. 20  at UC Merced  3 p.m.

Oct. 31  at William Jessup  1 p.m.

Nov. 3  vs. Simpson  1 p.m.

MENLO 
WOMEN’S SOCCER

Date  Opponent  Time

Thurs.  at Evergreen State  5 p.m.

Sept. 1  at Northwest  1 p.m.

Sept. 7  vs. Westmont  1 p.m.

Sept. 12  vs. Marymount  4 p.m.

Sept. 22  vs. Biola  4 p.m.

Sept. 28  at La Sierra  2 p.m.

Sept. 30  at Soka  3 p.m.

Oct. 3  vs. Pacific Union  3 p.m.

Oct. 6  vs. Embry-Riddle  4 p.m.

Oct. 9  at Cal Maritime  6 p.m.

Oct. 13  vs. William Jessup  4 p.m.

Oct. 17  at Simpson  3 p.m.

Oct. 21  at Pacific Union  3 p.m.

Oct. 27  vs. Cal Maritime  1 p.m.

Oct. 31  at William Jessup  3 p.m.

Nov. 3  vs. Simpson  1 p.m.

MENLO 
MEN’S SOCCER

Date  Opponent  Time

Fri.  vs. WC Baptist 
 at UC Merced  1 p.m.

Sat.  vs. Oregon Tech 
 at UC Merced  9 a.m.

Sat.  vs. Embry-Riddle 
 at UC Merced  4 p.m.

Sept. 1  vs. Westmont  3 p.m.

Sept. 1  vs. San Diego Christian  7 p.m.

Sept. 7  vs. Arizona Christian  4 p.m.

Sept. 8  vs. The Master’s 
 College  11:30 a.m.

Sept. 8  vs. Westmont  7 p.m. 

Sept. 13  vs. La Sierra  7 p.m.

Sept. 14  at Mills College  7 p.m.

Sept. 22  at UC Santa Cruz  7 p.m.

Sept. 28  vs. Simpson  7 p.m.

Sept. 29  at Pacific Union  8 p.m.

Oct. 5  vs. Mills College  7 p.m.

Oct. 6  vs. UC Merced  7 p.m. 

Oct. 11  at Simpson  7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 12  vs. William Jessup  7 p.m. 

Oct. 17  vs. UC Santa Cruz  7 p.m.

Oct. 18  vs. Pacific Union  7 p.m.

Oct. 26  vs. UC Merced  7 p.m. 

Nov. 2  vs. William Jessup  7:30 p.m.

MENLO VOLLEYBALL

Lady Oaks have 
conference title hopes

Two-time all-Cal Pac pick Monderine returns to lead Menlo

MENLO COLLEGE WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Staff report

T he same high expectations 
are in place once again for 
the Menlo College women’s 

volleyball program as the curtain 
opens on another season.

Third-year coach Dan-
iel Rasay has five experi-
enced seniors on a team 
set to compete for a Cal 
Pac Conference. The Lady 
Oaks are looking for their 
first conference title in 
three years.

The Cal Pac coaches 
voted Menlo (7-3 in Cal 
Pac play, 11-12 overall last 
year) the favorite to win 
the conference.

“I think the Cal Pac coaches may 
look at who we are returning and 
feel that we have a pretty good shot 
at winning the conference,” Rasay 
said. “Because of Menlo’s history 
of volleyball, teams have always 
wanted to beat the Oaks. This year 
will be no different.” 

Outside hitters Stephe-
nie Monderine and Ca-
mille Miller are coming 
off stellar junior cam-
paigns, while setter An-
gie Larsen “takes over the 
reigns as our main setter,” 
Rasay said.

Monderine is a two-
time All-Cal Pac Confer-
ence pick, while Miller 
was last year’s conference 
Newcomer of the Year. The duo fin-
ished last season first and third in 
total kills with Monderine recording 
204 (to go with 190 digs and 27 ser-
vice aces) and Miller with 141. 

The setter position may have lost 
an important senior in Jessica At-
thowe, though Larsen has been 
around, recording 241 assists and 
108 digs last year.

“She has worked hard over the 
summer on her technique and looks 
to lead a potent offense,” Rasay 
said. 

Larsen also recorded a team-high 
32 service aces last season.

Seniors Stephanie Wertz and 
Mika Mendoza also return with 
plenty of experience. Wertz played 
in 21 of 23 matches, recording 50 
kills, while Mendoza appeared in all 
23 matches and led the team with 
200 digs. She also had 14 service 
aces.

“We do have some holes to fill 
from last season, but that happens 
all the time,” Rasay said. “We have 
a solid group returning with some 
good experience so hopefully that 
will offset some of the losses of the 
seniors.” 

Menlo also returns sophomore 
outside hitter Courtney Calicdan, 
who missed the majority of her 
freshman campaign due to injury. 
At the time of her departure last 
season, Calicdan led the team with 
84 kills. 

“Getting Courtney back adds 
more competition and depth at the 

outside hitter position,” Rasay said. 
“She worked hard over the sum-
mer to come back strong and she is 
already reaping the benefits of her 
hard work.” 

Rasay is also encouraged about 
the additions of juniors 
Katelyn Milligan, Emily 
Tonascia and Nicole Yap. 

Milligan enters her 
Menlo tenure as a libero/
defensive specialist after 
enjoying success at Butte 
College. Tonascia brings 
depth at the middle block-
er position , coming over 
from Gavilan College, 
while Yap is an outside 
hitter from the City Col-

lege of San Francisco. 
“Nicole has a great all around 

game that will help solidify our 
ball control and also add some of-
fense from the left side,” Rasay said. 
“Our greatest strength will be our 
versatility. We have so many well 

rounded volleyball players 
that it gives us the option 
to have a different look on 
both offense and defense, 
and also be a little creative 
with what we do.” 

Experience is also an-
other strength, with eight 
players back whom have 
played at the collegiate 
level.

Sophomore Bayley 
Blackney played in every 

match last year, with 68 kills to 
show for it. She led the Oaks with 
38 blocks, including 23 solo.

Sophomore Emma Oehler ap-
peared in 18 matches, most often on 
defense.

The season opens Friday when 
Menlo meets West Coast Baptist 
College at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press Invitational hosted by UC 
Merced. 

Angie Larsen

Camille Miller

Menlo soccer won’t 
surprise this year

Men are defending Cal Pac champions; women look to rebound

By Rick Eymer

M enlo College men’s soc-
cer coach Mike Keller 
knows it will be pretty 

hard to sneak up on people they 
way the Oaks did last year in 
winning the Cal Pac Conference 
title and advancing to the national 
tournament.

Then again, it’s just a different 
challenge for the Oak, who went 
u n b e a t e n 
and untied in 
conference 
play and 13-
4-1 overall.

Even miss-
ing its top 
two scorers, 
Menlo fig-
ures to com-
pete for a re-
peat. One of 
the reasons 
is senior goalkeeper Alex Palo-
marez, who allowed 13 goals in 
just over 1,403 minutes, an 0.834 
goals against average.

The Lady Oaks, meanwhile, 
look to shrug off last year’s 5-11-2 
(2-4 in the Cal Pacd) season be-
hind senior defender Alison Ham-
mond, the team’s second-leading 
scorer a year ago.

P a l o -
marez was 
named an 
NAIA hon-
orable men-
tion All-
A m e r i c a n 
last year af-
ter a season 
of highlight 
reel saves. 
He’ll once 
again lead 
the emotional charge on defense, 
which also includes return-
ing players Vladimir Cabrera, 
Lorenzo Lato, Eric Angell, Eric 
Tilbury, Giuseppe Frattaroli and 
Jose Castaneda.

While the Oaks lost two of 
their top scorers, Sacred Heart 
Prep grad Alex Kukic returns 
for his senior year after scoring 
nine goals, second-best last year. 
Sophomore Ricardo Urruela also 
showed he’s capable of picking up 
some of the scoring slack too.

S e n i o r s 
Hugo Con-
chas, Ian 
Craig, Dan-
iel Martinez 
and Blair 
Ord also fig-
ure to pitch 
in with qual-
ity play.

J u n i o r s 
Alban Ka-
lasa, Dylan 
Crist and Giovanni Serrato add to 
the mix along with sophomores 
Enrique Ortiz, a Menlo-Athereton 
grad and Alex Kunkel.

The Oaks outscored their op-
ponents by a 42-14 margin and 
outshot them 303-205. With Pal-

omarez in front of the net, that 
should likely be the case again.

The Men-
lo College 
w o m e n ’ s 
soccer team 
hopes to set 
a foundation 
for future 
success with 
H a m m o n d 
and fellow 
seniors Kris-
tina Roome. 
Amber Jai-
mes and Megan McKee.

Juniors Vicky Schultz, Whit-
ney Galindo, Jennifer Purvis, 
Natalie Ingram, Valerie Com-
stock, Eric Hunting and Tiare 
Fuentes look to establish a win-
ning culture.

Sophomores Arielle Peraza, 
Amanda Martinez, Kayla Cisner-
oz and Victoria Piazza will also 
be expected to contribute, while a 
solid freshmen class figures to get 
a chance to play. 
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Palo Alto Median Price – Midyear 2012 

Call Jackie & Richard to Sell or Buy Your Home
Jackie  (650) 855-9700 | Richard  (650) 566-8033
jackie@apr.com  |  richard@apr.com
www.schoelerman.com    DRE # 01092400  |  DRE # 01413607sc
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Downtown 
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$2,200,000 
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Midtown 
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Old Palo Alto 
$2,558,000 

Community Ctr 
$2,193,000 

South Palo Alto 
$1,492,000 

Barron Park 
$1,827,000 

Ventura 
$1,038,000 

Palo Alto Hills 
$1,888,000 

Green Acres 
$1,800,000 

Information Based on MLS 
Single Family Homes /  
Map Courtesy of Google Maps 
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