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T he Palo Alto school board 
Tuesday (Nov. 29) indicated 
it will press ahead with a re-

formed academic calendar for 2012-
13, despite emotional pleas from 
parents who packed the room and 
begged members to reconsider.

“I don’t want to rehash every 
argument and discussion,” board 

member Barbara Klausner said. 
“It was a difficult decision, but 

the decision was made. There is no 
calendar that will satisfy all con-
stituents.”

Tuesday’s discussion came as Su-
perintendent Kevin Skelly unveiled 
a series of proposed “mitigations” 
to address concerns about the cal-

endar change, which was approved 
by a 3-2 board vote in May. Those 
concerns include uncomfortably hot 
classrooms when students begin the 
school year earlier in August, and 
added stress for some student mu-
sicians, dancers and high school 
seniors who now will face first-se-
mester final exams in December on 
top of pre-holiday performances and 
college applications.

The parents, organized under the 
name Time to Thrive Palo Alto, 
called Skelly’s proposed mitiga-
tions wholly inadequate to meet 

their concerns. Three of the 20 who 
spoke even suggested the new cal-
endar could lead students to “do the 
unthinkable,” a reference to a string 
of Palo Alto teen suicides in 2009 
and 2010.

“There are lives on the line here,” 
parent Phil Mahoney said.

Board members also said they 
found Skelly’s proposed mitigations 
wanting, but rather than moving to 
“freeze the (current) calendar,” as the 
parents had hoped, a majority asked 
Skelly to refine and improve his pro-
posals to give the new calendar a try.

Under the reformed calendar, the 
2012-13 academic year will run 
from Aug. 16 to May 30, with first-
semester finals ending Dec. 21 and 
a similar structure the following 
year. The current academic year, 
by contrast, began Aug. 23 and runs 
to June 7, with first-semester finals 
Jan. 17-19.

Skelly said he will return to the 
board in March with more specific 
proposals to address calendar con-
cerns, including guidance from stu-

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Despite parent protests, school board indicates 
it will press ahead with 2012-13 change

by Chris Kenrick

E very month, parents at Bar-
ron Park Elementary School 
in Palo Alto are invited to an 

“inclusion coffee” to share their 
thoughts about a new pilot program 
at the school — taking the inclusion 
of some special-education students 

to a significant new level.
Where previously a student with 

disabilities might have spent most 
or all of the day in a “special day” 
class, initiatives on two Palo Alto 
campuses this fall are making some 
of those students permanent mem-

bers of regular classrooms.
In Nick Foote’s third-grade class-

room at Barron Park, for example, a 
boy whose autism previously would 
have kept him largely segregated is 
a full-fledged member of a class full 
of typically developing kids.

Other children, fully aware of his 
differences, look out for him and — 
when all else fails — tend to gather 
around and hug him.

A similar initiative is playing 
out at Greendell School where, for 
the first time, one of the Preschool 
Family classes for 4-year-olds, with 
22 children, contains eight special-
education students.

“It’s been shockingly smooth,” 
said Greendell Principal Sharon 
Keplinger, who runs the district’s 
pre-kindergarten programs.

“You go in there and you really 
can’t tell (which children have dis-
abilities), and these are complicated 
cases.

“The issues that come up in our 
parent meetings are no different 
from the issues that come up in 
any of our parent-participation pro-
grams,” Keplinger said.

Holly Wade, the school district’s 
director of special education, said 
the inclusion initiatives spring from 
her department’s recently crafted 
vision statement, which aims to 
“foster inclusive educational cli-
mates where individuality and di-
versity are respected, honored and 
celebrated.”

Full inclusion this year is happen-
ing for many special-ed students 

Two Palo Alto campuses test 
‘inclusion’ programs this fall

‘Inclusive schools,’ where differences are honored,  
to be celebrated next week

by Chris Kenrick

Veronica W
eber

Raking it in
Rich Monroe fills his truck with leaves he’s swept from Greer Road. Every year Monroe, who lives a few blocks away, collects truckloads of 
leaves to add to his compost heap, which he uses to enrich his garden year-round.

LAND USE

EDUCATION

Palo Alto to stick with new school calendar
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California Ave. 
fountain, park 

designs unveiled
Three proposals seek  

to create community space 
in business district

by Sue Dremann

T hree designs for revamping the 
California Avenue fountain 
plaza were unveiled by Palo 

Alto officials at a community meet-
ing Tuesday evening (Nov. 29).

The fountain plaza, known as 
Park Boulevard Park, is located at 
the east end of California, adjacent 
to the Caltrain station. The 1/4-acre 
area has languished in recent years 
and its “bird bath” fountain, which 
turns 50 on Friday (Dec. 2), is dam-
aged and not operational.

The city is undertaking a $300,000 
redesign of the plaza as part of its 
overall California Avenue Streetscape 
Improvements Project, which seeks 
to attract more shoppers to the retail 
district. The plaza redesign would 
create a focal point and community 
space for shoppers and residents, 
with shady spaces to meet and relax, 
according to city officials. 

Added lighting in the plaza would 
improve safety near the train station 
and pedestrian/bike tunnel. The foun-
tain would anchor the plaza visually, 
but the park could include tables for 
games and event spaces and places 
for bicycles, city officials have said.

Roughly two dozen residents who 
attended Tuesday’s meeting ex-
pressed satisfaction with the three 
proposals by landscape architects 
David and Linda Gates of Gates & 
Associates. 

The three options — labeled “or-
ganic,” “the grid” and “historic” 
— would each entail the removal 
of eight diagonal parking spaces 
currently edging the plaza. Jaime 
Rodriguez, Palo Alto’s chief trans-
portation official, said the spaces 

(continued on page 9)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

THIS IS NOT A THREAT, BUT ... 
Palo Alto officials are convinced 

that reducing driving lanes from 

four to two along California Av-
enue would usher in a new era of 

economic prosperity for the com-

mercial strip, bringing it closer in 

character to University Avenue or 

Mountain View’s Castro Street. 
Some in the business community 

aren’t so sure. While many bicy-

clists and residents have praised 

the proposal, a number of Califor-

nia Avenue merchants, including 

owners of Cho’s Dim Sum, Palo 
Alto Sol and Keeble & Shuchat 
have come out against the lane 

shrinkages. David Bennett, owner 

of Mollie Stone’s Market, also 

counts himself among the opposi-

tion. This week, Bennett wrote a 

letter to the City Council suggesting 

that he may convert the supermar-

ket to housing if the city proceeds 

with the change, which he claims 

would hurt his business. The site’s 

commercial zoning allows housing 

but only as long as there is retail 

on the ground floor. “Bicycle and 

pedestrian access is wonderful, 

but unfortunately for us, we are at 

the end of a one-way street, and 

access is already VERY limited,” he 

wrote in the letter. He also noted 

that his store owns the property, 

which is “targeted as a property for 

housing.” “We are adjacent to the 

rail and have alternate plans if our 

store does not succeed,” Bennett 

wrote. “In my career in the grocery 

business, I have not seen the su-

permarket survive when access 

is limited in this situation.” “Please 

do not take this as a threat,” he 

concluded in his letter, “but the 

supermarket may be in jeopardy if 

our sales are impacted by reduc-

tion in auto access.” The non-threat 

did not, however, keep the council 

from unanimously reconfirming its 

commitment to the lane-reduction 

plan. Councilman Pat Burt said he 

was “baffled” by the merchants’ 

opposition, given the positive im-

pact of reducing lanes at prominent 

commercial strips in neighboring 

cities. Councilman Greg Scharff 
agreed and pointed to the city’s 

traffic study, which showed that 

the lane changes would not create 

the traffic congestion feared by the 

merchants. “It’s fairly obvious that 

there’s no impact, especially when 

you look at traffic,” Scharff said.

JUST DESSERTS ... The world 

economy may still be in the dumps, 

but Palo Alto officials found rea-

sons to smile this week when they 

met to discuss plans to spur on the 

city’s economic development. Palo 

Alto’s property values remain astro-

nomical; its downtown vacancy rate 

is microscopic; and its reputation 

as a high-tech giant is as formi-

dable as ever. City Manager James 
Keene acknowledged at Tuesday’s 

meeting of the City Council’s Policy 

and Services Committee that de-

spite the ongoing gloom of the 

recent recession, things in Palo 

Alto are actually “going great.” But 

he and the council agreed that this 

doesn’t mean the city should stay 

put and enjoy its relative prosperity. 

Staff has compiled a list of possible 

ideas for adding revenue to the 

city’s coffers — ideas that include 

installing a digital billboard, bringing 

in an auto mall and evaluating the 

potential for expanding Stanford 
Shopping Center, a critical source 

of sales-tax revenue. “We need 

to not just sit back and just keep 

everything static but to act to try to 

keep our revenue base and grow 

it where we can,” Keene said. The 

committee did not vote on Keene’s 

proposed economic-development 

policy and recommended a host 

of minor wording changes. The 

committee’s biggest disagreement 

was over how much the council 

should be involved in the staff 

plan. Councilwoman Karen Hol-
man noted that the council hadn’t 

discussed the proposed billboard 

and auto mall and suggested that 

members should have a chance to 

offer ideas. Councilman Larry Klein 

disagreed and warned against too 

much involvement from the council. 

Klein said he wished staff hadn’t 

brought forward its economic-

development plan because it cre-

ates a temptation for individual 

council members to micromanage 

staff’s work. “You put before us a 

high-calorie dessert,” Klein said, 

referring to the action plan. “Even 

though council members know it’s 

not good for them, I don’t think we 

can avoid putting our forks and 

spoons into that dessert.”

SEASON’S GREETINGS ... Palo 

Alto will officially kick off the holiday 

season on Friday, Dec. 9, with a 

tree-lighting and dedication cere-

mony at Lytton Plaza. City officials, 

downtown merchants and festive 

residents plan to gather at the Uni-

versity Avenue at Emerson Street 

plaza at 5 p.m. The tree lighting will 

take place at about 5:30 p.m. 

We’re going to have a compassionate group of young 
people who ... understand ... what ‘difference’ looks like.

— Holly Wade, Palo Alto Unified School District 
director of special education, on how the district is at-
tempting to celebrate diversity. See story on page 3.
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T he Muwekma Ohlone, whose 
ancestral lands are in Palo 
Alto and throughout the Bay 

Area, have lost a federal lawsuit 
seeking recognition of their tribe by 
the United States, according to U.S. 
District Court documents.

The group — which now numbers 
550 members in the Bay Area, many 
in San Jose and Pleasanton — traces 
its ancestral lineage to aboriginal 
villages that extended from the tip 
of the Marin headlands and north 
edge of San Pablo Bay through Con-
tra Costa, Alameda, San Francisco, 
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties 
and portions of Napa, Santa Cruz, 
Solano and San Joaquin counties.

Federally recognized tribes are 
considered sovereign nations. That 
designation allows a tribe’s mem-
bers to receive government benefits 
such as housing, health care and ed-
ucation funding and more recently, 
special dispensation to open lucra-
tive casinos.

The Muwekma began petitioning 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
for federal acknowledgement as an 
Indian tribe in 1989 and received 
a determination in 1996 that their 
group had received “previously un-
ambiguous recognition” from the 
government. But in 2001 the bureau 
denied the Muwekma’s request for 
federal tribal recognition because 
the Muwekma did “not meet all 
seven criteria required for fed-
eral acknowledgement.” The Mu-
wekma failed to present sufficient 
evidence that they were “the same 
tribal entity that was previously ac-
knowledged or as a portion that has 
evolved from that entity,” according 
to court documents.

The Muwekma sued in 2003, say-
ing the tribe has a paper trail of de-
scendants that were recognized on 
government rolls.

But Reggie B. Walton, a district 
judge of the District of Columbia, 
said surviving as Indian descen-
dants is not the same as surviving 
as an Indian tribal entity.

It is ‘“obvious that Indian nations, 
like foreign nations, can disappear 
over time ... whether through con-
quest, or voluntary absorption into 
a larger entity, or fission, or dissolu-
tion or movement of population,’” 
Walton wrote, quoting a 2001, 7th 
Circuit Court decision regarding 
the Miami Nation of Indians of In-

diana.
“Should a tribe cease to exist, it 

follows that the federal government 
would no longer have a trust relation-
ship with that entity,” Walton wrote, 
referring to treaties that various In-
dian tribes had established with the 
United States but which Congress 
had failed to ratify. “The Muwekma 
thus needs to demonstrate it did not 
cease to exist after 1927.”

The judge also said the Muwek-
ma’s claims are barred by the stat-
ute of limitations because the tribe 
could have pursued a cause of action 
against the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
at several dates in time, as far back 
as 1927.

The Muwekma filed an appeal to 
Walton’s decision in the U.S. Court 
of Appeals on Nov. 22.

Land, the most visible benchmark 
of tribal status, appears to be the 
crux of the Muwekma’s predica-
ment. Through treaties and govern-
ment land purchases in the 1800s, 

tribes throughout the country were 
delegated property as a means to 
settling “the Indian question,” and 
those land designations also estab-
lished them as sovereign nations.

But California Indian tribes were 
not part of the land/reservation 
equation, having first been sup-
planted and then devastated by the 
mission system under Spanish rule.

Bounty-hunted for their scalps in 
the late 1800s by white settlers and 
subjected to continuous acts of vio-
lent racism into the early 20th cen-
tury, Muwekma survivors retreated 
to the Spanish-speaking Californio 
rancherias, where they were better 
accepted, said Alan Leventhal, a 
San Jose State University archeolo-
gist who has worked with the tribe.

In the early 20th century, the 
government set about purchasing 
land for the surviving landless In-
dians. Indian rancherias in southern 
California evidence those land pur-
chases.

But northern California tribes 
did not fare as well, Leventhal said. 
Many, including the Muwekma, 
were politically erased by a govern-
ment administrator’s decision in 
1927. L.A. Dorrington, the Office 
of Indian Affairs superintendent 
charged with locating the tribes that 
would receive land, in 1927 specifi-
cally did not recommend purchas-
ing land for the Muwekma and other 

P alo Alto’s quest to give bi-
cyclists and pedestrians in 
the southern part of the city 

year-round access to the Baylands 
gained major traction Monday night 
when the City Council enthusiasti-
cally backed the construction of a 
new bridge over U.S. Highway 101.

The bridge, which could cost 
more than $9 million, would stretch 
across the highway at Adobe Creek, 
giving residents and employees a 
year-round path to the nature pre-
serves east of 101. The council voted 
9-0 to endorse a staff proposal to 
proceed with environmental analy-
sis for the ambitious project.

While the price tag remains a 
concern and a wildcard, the pro-
posed overpass has already received 
the backing of the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the 
Planning and Transportation Com-
mission. The planning commission 
voted in August to recommend a 
new overpass but urged staff to 

consider less expensive design al-
ternatives. 

The council had fewer reserva-
tions than the commission about 
the project and voted to support an 
“enhanced” overpass featuring 14-
foot lanes, lighting fixtures and a 
platform overlooking the Baylands. 
Council members also supported 
Councilwoman Karen Holman’s 
suggestion to explore holding a de-
sign contest for the new structure.

“A bridge going over 101 to the 
Baylands — that structure is going 

Upfront

Council Rail Committee (Nov. 28)
Lobbyist: The committee discussed hiring a lobbyist to represent the city in Sacra-

mento on high-speed-rail issues and voted to interview three firms. Action: None

Guiding principles: The committee discussed adopting a stance urging the termina-

tion of California’s high-speed-rail project. The committee decided to split into two 

subcommittees, with each offering proposed wording. Action: None

City Council (Nov. 28)
California Avenue: The council voted to approve the environmental analysis, a grant 

application and a capital-improvement project for the streetscape-improvement 

project at California Avenue, which includes a reduction from four lanes to two. Yes: 
Unanimous

Highway 101: The council supported a staff proposal to construct a Highway 101 

overpass at Adobe Creek and directed further work on the design of the proposed 

bridge. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (Nov. 29)
Calendar: The board heard testimony about proposed “mitigations” for the reformed 

academic calendar and asked the superintendent to refine and improve them for fur-

ther review next year. Action None

Budget: The board heard a financial report, including a staff recommendation for $1.2 

million to $2.8 million in mid-year cuts to the $162.4 million operating budget for 2011-

12. Staff members said they will recommend specific cuts in February. Action None

Elementary Math Task Force: The board heard a presentation on the activities of 

the Elementary Math Task Force. Action None

Council Policy & Services Committee (Nov. 29)
Economic development: The committee discussed the wording of the city’s proposed 

economic-development policy and recommended further revisions. Action: None

New technology: The committee recommended creating a new Emerging Technol-

ogy program in the Utilities Department to encourage development of new technolo-

gies. Yes: Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (Dec. 1)
2650 Birch St.: The board reviewed a proposal by Hohbach Realty Company 

for a four-story, mixed-use building featuring eight residential units, ground-floor 

office space and an underground parking garage. The board asked the applicant 

to bring the project back at a later date with a new landscape plan, additional site 

lighting and other revisions. Yes: Lew, Malone Prichard, Wasserman Absent: Lee

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The council plans to hold interviews and consider 
issuing a recommendation for a high-speed-rail lobbyist in Sacramento. The meeting 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 5, in the Council Conference Room at City 
Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to discuss a proposed reconfiguration of the 
Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course; hear a presentation from Partners in Education; and 
consider a request for $1.5 million to add staff to the Development Center. The meet-
ing will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 5, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 
Hamilton Ave.).

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a closed session to review the perfor-
mance of City Attorney Molly Stump. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss management 
of the city’s vehicle fleet and use of library-bond proceeds. The meeting will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 6, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 
Hamilton Ave.).

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a closed session to review the per-
formance of City Manager James Keene. The meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to discuss a proposed expan-
sion of the Main Library at 1213 Newell Road, a proposal by AT&T to install wireless 
communication equipment near 1248 Waverley St., and proposed restoration and 
addition to a home at 363 Melville Ave. The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 7, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

SCHOOL-CITY LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee will review recent City Coun-
cil and Board of Education meetings and discuss budgets, emergency preparedness 
and conservation programs. The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, in 
Conference Room A of school district headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss the city’s guiding 
principles on high-speed rail, continue its discussion about hiring a Sacramento lob-
byist to represent the city on high-speed rail and comment on California High-Speed 
Rail Authority’s new business plan. The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 8, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss a proposal by 
AT&T to co-locate wireless communication equipment on 19 existing utility poles. 
The meeting will begin at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

INFRASTRUCTURE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE ... The task force plans to continue 
its discussion of the city’s infrastructure backlog and consider ways to pay for the 
items on the list. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, in the Lucie 
Stern Community Center (1305 Middlefield Road). 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to discuss the Human 
Services Resources Allocation and consider visits to potential grant recipients. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, in the Council Conference Room at 
City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

LAND USE

Plan for bike bridge 
over 101 speeds up 
Palo Alto City Council backs proposal 

to build overpass at Adobe Creek
by Gennady Sheyner

If you are in favor of the city building 
the bridge, do you support a more 
expensive, “stellar” design or a “good 
utilitarian” one? Share you opinion on 
Town Square, the online discussion 
forum on Palo Alto Online.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

(continued on page 6)(continued on page 6)

COURTS

Local Native American 
tribe seeks identity
Muwekma Ohlone lose federal court battle 

over official recognition of tribe
by Sue Dremann

Corrections
The Nov. 25 story, “Back from the 
brink, Food Closet continues its quiet 
work,” mistakenly identified Jan Hoover. 
Hoover is treasurer of the South Palo 
Alto Food Closet. Also, the pantry was 
launched in 1978, not the 1960s. Finally, 
the Alternative-Giving Fair at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church will take place Dec. 
2 from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Dec. 3, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Dec. 4, noon to 2 
p.m. To request a correction, contact 
Editor Jocelyn Dong at 650-223-6514, 
jdong@paweekly.com or P.O. Box 1610, 
Palo Alto, CA 94302.
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Upfront

For more information call 650.223.6587 or email info@ShopPaloAlto.com

When you shop locally, good things happen 
to make our community stronger:

Good for You.Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

dents themselves.
Board Vice President Camille 

Townsend, who opposed the cal-
endar change in May, said the 
board needs to develop “guiding 
principles” for the reform.

“Is it to reduce stress? To have 

more family time? Having princi-
ples has served us well in the budget 
discussion and would serve well in 
the calendar change discussions.”

Klausner characterized the re-
form as “part of a structure than 
can be built out in a number of 
ways,” and should dovetail with 
other district efforts to analyze 
homework policies and create more 
supportive school environments.

She noted that 57 out of the 66 
public high schools in Santa Clara 
and San Mateo counties already 
have moved to pre-break finals.

Board President Melissa Baten 
Caswell asked Skelly to return with 
mitigations that “acknowledge the 
issues and have some responses that 
will actually help.”

Citing a long history of calen-
dar debates in her six years on the 

school board, member Barb Mitch-
ell said the community split on the 
issue is reflected in the 3-2 split on 
the board.

“It’s clear at this point that this 
community is split,” said Mitchell, 
who consistently has supported the 
calendar reform.

“Some believe this calendar is go-
ing to help, and some believe it’s go-
ing to make things worse.”

Mitchell said she has spoken with 
more than 60 school board mem-
bers, parents and teachers from 
school districts who already have 
shifted their calendars to pre-break 
finals.

“I think we have more to learn 
from those folks,” she said. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

School calendar
(continued from page 3)

to be how a lot of people see Palo 
Alto,” Holman said. “It’s going to be 
how people identify Palo Alto.”

Staff estimates the cost of the 
overcrossing to be between $5.4 mil-
lion and $9.4 million, depending on 
the design. City officials are hopeful 
that most of the construction costs 
would be funded by grants.

If the city doesn’t get sufficient 
funding for a “really stellar design,” 
Holman said, it should consider a 
“good utilitarian design” rather than 
settle for an “underfunded artistic 
endeavor.”

The project would fulfill a major 
goal of various local land-use docu-
ments, including Palo Alto’s Com-
prehensive Plan and its new Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Transportation Plan, 
both of which call for a year-round 
crossing over 101. Most pedestri-
ans and bicyclists currently rely on 
a flood-prone underpass at Adobe 
Creek — a passage that is typically 

only open from April to October.
“It’s been a long time coming and 

people have been more than patient 
with this,” Holman said Monday. 
“We’ll still need more patience go-
ing forward, but we’re making a big 
step this evening.”

Public Works staff and the city’s 
consulting firm Alta Planning + De-
sign chose the Adobe Creek over-
pass option out of a long menu of 
potential crossings, including a tun-
nel at Adobe Creek, various types 
of crossings at Matadero Creek and 
an overpass at Loma Verde Avenue. 
The undercrossing options were 
ultimately discarded because they 
would not be able to provide year-
round access — a major goal of the 
project.

Cedric de la Beaujardiere, who 
chairs the Palo Alto Bicycle Advi-
sory Committee, said the group is 
supporting the staff proposal for an 
overpass, particularly one with wide 
lanes.

“We feel there is a benefit to have 
a year-round crossing available to 
all users at that location,” he said.

The council shared his view. 
Mayor Sid Espinosa said he was 
glad the project was finally moving 
forward while Councilman Greg 
Schmid said he “enthusiastically 
supports” the proposed overpass. 
Councilwoman Nancy Shepherd 
said Palo Alto’s high rate of bicy-
cle commuters makes it perfectly 
suited for a new bridge — a project 
that she predicted would be heav-
ily used.

“This is a community that sup-
ports this type of infrastructural 
improvements,” Shepherd said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Bike bridge
(continued from page 5)

tribes, according to court papers.
That decision politically erased 

the Muwekma, who were even 
termed “extinct” as a tribe by noted 
anthropologist A. L. Kroeber, who 
later rescinded the comment.

Should a group of people who 
were previously disenfranchised by 
the government be expected to con-
form to a government-constructed 
definition of a tribe?

Leventhal doesn’t think so.
“It’s gestalt. This is how colonial 

systems operate. It is the continua-
tion of a colonial system (where) you 
are made invisible or erased from 
the forum. If you appear, you are 
viewed with contempt,” he said.

“The politics of erasure” has also 
worked to the advantage of some 
tribes that are claiming ancestral 
heritage to lands in the Bay Area 
where they never lived, Leventhal 
said. In the new world of big-mon-
ey investment on tribal lands, the 

Muwekma pose a significant threat 
to the power brokerage, Leventhal 
said.

Muweka Tribal Chair Rosemary 
Cambra could not be reached for 
comment. But she has said in the 
past that her goal is to provide ac-
cess to higher education and good, 
stable housing for the tribe, espe-
cially for elders.

Colin Cloud Hampson, an attorney 
for the Muwekma, said he could not 
comment due to the ongoing case. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs has not 
returned requests for comment.

Leventhal said the appeal is the 
most crucial step for the tribe; he 
does not think the U.S. Supreme 
Court would hear the case. Many 
other similarly situated tribes in 
California are watching the Muwek-
mas’ case, he said. 

Court documents pertaining to 
the Muwekma case can be read be-
low the online version of this story 
at www.paloaltoonline.com. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Native tribe
(continued from page 5)

LET’S DISCUSS:  
Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about 

the issues at Town Square 
at PaloAltoOnline.com
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Arrests made in burglary at Duveneck
Seven people have been linked to a school burglary that occurred in 

Palo Alto over the summer, police said Thursday (Dec. 1). Several com-
puters stolen from Duveneck Elementary School at 705 Alester Ave. have 
been recovered, police said.

In the July 25 burglary, someone forcibly entered the school and stole 
Apple laptops and iPad tablets, police said. The investigation led police 
to believe that 20-year-old Jaime Maldonaldo of Menlo Park was respon-
sible for the burglary. Maldonado has been arrested and charged with 
burglary and possession of stolen property, police said.

Police named six other suspects who they said purchased several of 
the stolen computers. Gloria Cahuich, 37, of Menlo Park; Redwood City 
residents Yadira Cahuich, 33, and Antonio Garnica, 32; and Hayward 
residents Norma Palominos, 38, Giovanni Palominos, 20, and Stephaine 
Garcia, 20, have been charged with possession of stolen property, ac-
cording to police. 

— Bay City News Service

Palo Alto schools to see budgets shrink 
Palo Alto schools are bracing for their third round of budget cuts in as 

many years and face some “tough decisions,” officials said.
By February, district managers said they will recommend between $1.2 

and $2.8 million in cuts to the current year’s $162.4 million operating 
budget. 

That would get this year’s “structural deficit” down to a manageable 
level of $4 million or $5 million, Co-Chief Business Official Cathy 
Mak told the Board of Education Tuesday (Nov. 29). That deficit could 
be covered by the $12.9 million in “unrestricted, undesignated fund bal-
ances” the district has held to plug that gap as well as additional deficits 
anticipated in the next few years.

The prospective cuts come atop $3.8 million in cuts made in 2010-11 
and another $2.7 million reflected in the current year’s budget. Much 
of that was achieved through incremental increases in elementary class 
sizes, which have risen from 20 to 22 in grades K-3, and from 23 to 24 
in grades 4-5.

“In the last two rounds we could shield our instructional programs 
from deep cuts, but this may not be possible for the upcoming cuts,” Mak 
said. “We’ll have tough decisions to make.”

In recommending where to cut, school managers will adhere to “budget 
balancing values” approved by the school board in 2009 as well as a 2009 
PTA survey on budget tradeoffs, she said.

Several factors, including the state budget crisis, enrollment growth 
and lower-than-budgeted county property-tax receipts, are behind the 
grim economic news.

The $3.7 billion state budget gap reported by the state Legislative 
Analyst Nov. 16 triggers a $2.5 million “fair share” cut for Palo Alto, 
Mak said. 

Since 2006-07, Palo Alto’s share of state categorical funding (money 
designated for programs aiding specific categories of students) has plum-
meted from $13.6 million to just $527,000 this year, after the anticipated 
“fair share” cut.

As a so-called “basic aid” district funded primarily through property 
tax, Palo Alto does not collect revenue based on headcount, so enrollment 
growth means less money per student. 

— Chris Kenrick

City looks to become testbed for new technologies
Looking to bolster the city’s already sizable reputation for high-tech in-

novation, Palo Alto officials on Tuesday (Nov. 29) recommended creating 
a new $200,000 program in the Utilities Department that would focus on 
testing emerging technologies.

The program, which the City Council’s Policy and Services Committee 
unanimously approved Tuesday night, targets technology companies that 
are looking for a place to test their products. Jonathan Foster, chair of the 
city’s Utilities Advisory Commission, said many of these companies see 
Palo Alto, which has its own utilities department, as the perfect place for 
such demonstrations. 

The Emerging Technology Demonstration Program provides funding for 
consultants to evaluate potential projects and their impacts and streamlines 
the process for reviewing proposals for demonstration projects. According 
to a report from Debra Lloyd, a manager in the Utilities Department, these 
technologies can be in such areas as water and energy efficiency and con-
servation and renewable-energy generation. The program would be funded 
from gas, water and electric funds in the Utilities Department.

“The purpose of the program is to support the deployment of innovative 
ideas, particularly from the local business community, provide recognition 
to the City as an innovation leader, and further enhance Palo Alto’s stature 
as a technology and innovation hub in Silicon Valley,” Lloyd wrote.

Foster said he believes the program would both help the companies work-
ing on cutting-edge products and enable the city to benefit from the latest 
technology. The city could, for example, allow a company to test technology 
that promotes home-energy savings. If this technology proves effective for 
local customers, the city would be able to deploy it on a vaster scale. 

— Gennady Sheyner

News Digest
Are Your Ears Ringing? There is help

CALIFORNIA EAR INSTITUTE
www.californiaearinstitute.com

1900 University Avenue, Suite 101, E. Palo Alto  |  650.462.3174

Unlike most hearing aid centers, CEI offers a comprehensive 
and integrated medical hearing device program, including:

Nearly 30 million Americans suffer from tinnitus. Call our offi ce today to fi nd out more.

25% off any hearing aid $2000 or more.

beautiful residential
community

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.

Accommodations starting from $3,000 
per month.

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse ServicesLicense #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Daughter alleges misconduct in father’s arrest
The daughter of Menlo Park resident William Burnett, an assistant 

professor at Stanford University, is alleging police misconduct in con-
nection with his arrest on suspicion of allowing teenage drinking at a 
party at his house in the 1200 block of Woodland Avenue at around 11 
p.m. Friday (Nov. 25). (Posted Dec. 1 at 8:29 a.m.)

Police investigate armed robbery at Stanford
Two armed robbers forced their way into a Stanford student’s apart-

ment Tuesday night (Nov. 29) and held up the male resident, according 
to Stanford police. (Posted Nov. 30 at 9:21 a.m.)

Man shot in East Palo Alto Tuesday night
A man was shot in the buttocks while he was walking in East Palo 

Alto on Tuesday evening (Nov. 29), police said. (Posted Nov. 30 at 9:01 

a.m.)

Plan to pay for high-speed rail draws fresh scrutiny
The California High-Speed Rail Authority’s new business plan, 

which shows the price tag of the controversial project nearly tripling 
from initial estimates, is drawing a fresh wave of criticism from local 
officials, rail watchdogs and independent analysts who claim that the 
latest proposal to pay for the rail line would violate state law. (Posted 

Nov. 29 at 3:51 p.m.)

San Antonio Road construction may cause delays
Construction began on San Antonio Road from Middlefield Road 

to the U.S. Highway 101 interchange Tuesday (Nov. 29), potentially 
causing some traffic slowdowns. (Posted Nov. 29 at 11:40 a.m.)

Car flips into Palo Alto parking garage
A Ford Mustang that skidded on a fog-drenched roadway plunged 

several feet into the lower level of a parking garage on Birch Street in 
Palo Alto, landing on its roof early Tuesday morning (Nov. 29). (Posted 

Nov. 29 at 10:44 a.m.)

Computers heist estimated at $31,000 at Hillview
Another school-based computer theft, this time 30 laptops valued 

at $31,000 at Hillview Middle School in Menlo Park, occurred Friday 
(Nov. 25), police said. (Posted Nov. 29 at 8:41 a.m.)

Menlo man charged in teen delinquency cases
The presence of more than 40 teenagers, ages 16 and 17, possibly un-

der the influence of alcohol, at a home in the 1200 block of Woodland 
Avenue on Friday (Nov. 25) led officers from the Menlo Park Police 
Department to arrest William Burnett, 54, on charges of contributing 
to the delinquency of minors, a police department spokeswoman said. 
(Posted Nov. 28 at 4:29 p.m.)

Mayor’s opinion: Volunteers with the giving spirit
It is easy to assume that all Palo Altans are well off, but as evidenced 

by the nearly 500 people who were provided free Thanksgiving meals 
last week, many in our community need help. The good news is that 
there are non-profit community organizations doing great work for 
those most in need in Palo Alto, and here are a few ways that you too 
can help. (Posted Nov. 28 at 10:50 a.m.)

Body found in Palo Alto Baylands identified
A man who died at the Palo Alto Baylands on Nov. 20 has been 

identified as Robert Heath, 70, of Sunnyvale, the Santa Clara County 
Medical Examiner said Monday (Nov. 28). (Posted Nov. 28 at 9:35 a.m.)

Man killed by Caltrain Saturday is identified
A middle-aged man who was struck and killed by a train at the Cali-

fornia Avenue Caltrain station in Palo Alto Saturday morning (Nov. 
26) has been identified as Gregory Brown, 54, of Redwood City, the 
Santa Clara County Medical Examiner said Monday (Nov. 28). (Posted 

Nov. 28 at 9:20 a.m.)

Holiday DUI arrests down, fatalities up
The California Highway Patrol is reporting that drunken driv-

ing arrests over the Thanksgiving weekend were down from 2010, 
while traffic deaths over the same period increased. (Posted Nov. 28 

at 8:33 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

Need an Appliance Part or Service?
We have one of the largest stocked 
parts department in the bay area! 
We Carry Factory Parts for Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators, 
Dishwashers, Ovens, Ranges, Microwaves and more. All Major 
Brands — American and European. Plus our techs are factory 
authorized to repair all major brands! 

Open Weekdays—7:30am-6pm; Sat 9am-5pm

1O%
Off

1.8OO.54O.8318

MEYER APPLIANCE PARTS & SERVICE
MEYER FOR THE HOME — TRUSTED SINCE 1946

10% OFF of a single 
item. Must present 
coupon with purchase. 
Offer Expires 
1/28/2012 - PAW

HELP YOUTH  
THRIVE
PALO ALTO FAMILY YMCA

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS 
are the positive relationships,  
opportunities, values and 
skills that young people  
need to grow and thrive.

Asset of the Month: Family Support 
Children at all ages need high levels  
of love and support from their family.

What you can do to provide youth  
with a strong social support system:

 

 

Open House
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potentially could be added to an-
other area near the plaza along the 
street but not attached to the site.

All three designs would shorten 
the pedestrian/bike tunnel that 
goes under Alma Street. The tun-
nel’s north wall would have an open 
area to let in light. The opened side 
would have some screening with 
trees or other landscaping in each 
design.

Option 1, the organic design, 
would move the fountain further 
east into the plaza and create a larg-
er venue for events. Granite boul-
ders could integrate the fountain 
with the surrounding park space so 
that the fountain isn’t sitting in a 
bowl of hardscaping, David Gates 
said.

The design includes low seat walls 
for viewing the fountain and the ad-
dition of colorful, low shrubs along 
the western edge of the plaza. A 
curvilinear wall would sweep west 
to east through the plaza in an arc, 
overlooking a tilted grass plain. Ex-
isting pistache trees would remain, 
with others added along seating ar-
eas for shade.

Option 2 sets the plaza in a more 
grid-like pattern, with two trees at 
the western end that would branch 
up high enough to preserve a view 
of the fountain from down Califor-
nia. The plaza would appear more 
enclosed, with a series of “garden 
rooms.” The event space would be 
further east than in the first op-
tion, but the fountain would also be 
moved east from its original posi-
tion, Gates said.

Option 3, the historic option, 
would keep the fountain in its cur-
rent position at the plaza’s western 
edge. A series of trees would edge 
the plaza to the north, south and 
east, with seat walls at both ends. 
This option offers the least amount 
of space for events and has the least 
amount of lawn. A trellis could be 
added above the tunnel’s new north 
opening, he said.

Residents added suggestions for 
how the seating could enhance in-
teraction between people. Bob Moss 
said benches in “L” or “U” configu-
rations would enable people to talk 
face to face, whereas the more linear 
bench walls would be more isolat-
ing. Jan St. Peter wanted to retain 
west-facing benches with a view of 
the hills and businesses.

Mike Eager suggested that chang-
es to egress from the tunnel might 
be needed to avoid bicyce and pe-
destrian collisions. The area lead-
ing from the tunnel to westbound 
California cuts diagonally across 
the plaza in the fountain’s path, 
causing the potential for accidents. 

Residents also wanted the land-
scape architects to explore nighttime 
tunnel safety in greater detail.

Doria Summa said the existing 
problem of bicycle and pedestrian 

collisions stems from the retention 
of seven existing pistache trees, 
which have inhibited the design.

“The fountain belongs further 
back to avoid where bikes go,” she 
said.

Several other residents agreed. 
City officials said three more pub-
lic workshops would be held to 
gather community input. The next 
workshop is tentatively scheduled 
for mid-January. The City Council 
is scheduled to discuss the designs 
in March, with hearings before the 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
in March and the Architectural Re-
view Board in April. Final coun-
cil approval is scheduled for May. 
Construction is scheduled for fall 
or winter 2012. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

California Avenue
(continued from page 3)

View the three design options on Palo 
Alto Online, and give your opinion on 
Town Square, the online discussion fo-
rum on Palo Alto Online.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront

50th Anniversary fountain celebration
 A 50th Anniversary Fountain Celebration is scheduled for Sunday 
(Dec. 4) from 10 a.m.-noon. The free event will include apple cider 
and memory books in which people can write their recollections 
of the fountain, which was dedicated on Dec. 2, 1961, event co-
coordinator Jan St. Peter said. Bulletin boards with images of the 
proposed plaza designs will also be posted.

The “organic” option, above, is one of three 
designs under consideration for the fountain 
plaza, aka Park Boulevard Park, at the east 
end of California Avenue. The others include 
“the grid” and “historic.” All aim to create a 
focal point and community space.

LET’S DISCUSS:  
Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about 

the issues at Town Square 
at PaloAltoOnline.com
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Each year the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund raises money to support programs 

serving families and children in the Palo Alto area. Since the Weekly and the Silicon 

Valley Community Foundation cover all the administrative costs, every dollar raised 

goes directly to support community programs through grants to non-profit organizations 

ranging from $1,000 to $25,000.

And with the generous support of matching grants from local foundations, including the 

Packard, Hewlett, Peery and Arrillaga foundations, your tax-deductible gift will be doubled 

in size. A donation of $100 turns into $200 with the foundation matching gifts.

With your generosity, we can give a major boost to the programs in our community 

helping kids and families.

24 Anonymous ..............................8,975

Mrs. Stanley R. Evans ........................**

John & Lee Pierce ............................200

Carol & Leighton Read ......................**

Freddy & Jan Gabus ...........................**

Peggy & Chuck Daiss ........................**

Adele & Donald Langendorf ...........200

Lynnie and Joe Melena ......................75

Karen and Steve Ross ........................**

Chuck & Jean Thompson ...................**

Jason and Lauren Garcia ....................**

M. D. Savoie ......................................**

Werner Graf........................................**

Kenneth E. Bencala ..........................100

Philip C. Hanawalt ...........................300

Richard A. Greene ...........................300

Chet Frankenfi eld ...............................**

Dorothy Saxe......................................**

Kathrine Schroeder ............................**

Joyce Nelsen ....................................200

Memorial Fund, Inc. ........................300

Mark R. Shepherd ............................250

Bill Johnson & Terri Lobdell .............**

Hal and Iris Korol ..............................**

Gwen Luce .......................................100

Theresa Carey ..................................250

Ted & Ginny Chu ...............................**

Harry Press .......................................100

Penny & Greg Gallo .........................500

Isabel & Tom Mulcahy ....................100

Nancy Lobdell ....................................**

John & Olive Borgsteadt ....................**

Ted & Jane Wassam .........................250

Barbara Riper .....................................**

Daniel & Lynne Russell ...................250

Ellen & Tom Ehrlich ..........................**

Donna & Jerry Silverberg ................100

Nan Prince ........................................100

Andy & Liz Coe ...............................100

George & Betsy Young ......................**

Walt & Kay Hays .............................100

Jeanne & Leonard Ware .....................**

Lorrin & Stephanie Koran ..................**

David & Nancy Kalkbrenner .............**

Jim & Ro Dinkey ...............................60

Attorney Susan Dondershine ...........200

David & Karen Backer .....................100

Drew McCalley & Marilyn Green ...100

Diane Doolittle ...................................**

Richard Kilner ..................................100

Tony & Carolyn Tucher .....................**

Shirley & James Eaton .......................**

Barbara Klein & Stan Schrier ............**

Roy & Carol Blitzer ...........................**

John & Mary Schaefer .....................100

Margot D. Goodman ..........................**

Brigid Barton ...................................250

Sue Kemp .........................................250

Elisabeth Seaman ...............................**

Dena Goldberg .................................100

Linda & Steven Boxer ........................**

Micki & Bob Cardelli ........................**

Debbie Mytels ....................................**

The Ely Family ................................250

Ian & Karen Latchford .....................100

Richard A. Baumgartner 
& Elizabeth M. Salzer ......................350

Carolyn & Richard Brennan ..............**

Lynn & Joe Drake ..............................**

Eugene & Mabel Dong ....................200

Nancy & Richard Alexander ............500

Diane E. Moore ................................350

Sally & Craig Nordlund ...................500

Arthur D. Stauffer ............................500

Michael Hall Kieschnick ...............1,000

Mark Kreutzer ....................................75

Nehama Treves .................................200

Les Morris ........................................250

Christina S. Kenrick ......................1,000

Susan H. Richardson ........................250

Leif and Sharon Erickson .................250

The Havern Family .......................3,500

The Wihtol Family Fund ..................500

John N. Thomas ...............................100

Anthony F. Brown ..............................50

Diane Simoni ...................................200

John J. McLaughlin ..........................100

Braff Family Fund ............................250

Richard Rosenbaum ...........................**

Zelda Jury ...........................................**

Eric & Elaine Hahn .......................1,000

Nancy Huber ......................................**

Susan Woodman .................................**

Arthur R. Kraemer .............................**

William E. Reller ...............................**

In Honor Of
Emma Claire Cripps and Elizabeth 
Marie Kurland ..................................300

Patricia Demetrios .........................1,000

Sandy Sloan .....................................100

Marilyn Sutorius ..............................150

Elizabeth McCroskey .........................**

In Memory Of
John O. Black ...................................500

Yen-Chen Yen ..................................250

Charles Bennett Leib ........................100

Mdm. Pao Lin Lee .............................**

Al and Kay Nelson .............................**

Pam Grady........................................200

Leo Breidenbach ................................**

Thomas W. and Louise Phinney.........**

Marie and Donald Anon ...................100

Jacques Naar & Wanda Root .............**

Bob Makjavich ...................................**

Dr. John Plummer Steward ..............100

Bertha Kalson .....................................**

Al Bernal ............................................**

Helene F. Klein ..................................**

Ernest J. Moore ..................................**

Jack Sutorius ....................................150

Ruth & Chet Johnson .........................**

Robert Lobdell ...................................**

Jim Burch ...........................................**

Business Organizations
Thoits Bros Inc .................................500

Harrell Remodeling ............................**

The Palo Alto Business Park ..............**

The Palo Alto Business Park ..............**

“No Limit” Drag Racing Team ..........25

Alta Mesa Improvement Company .....750

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/paw-holiday-fund

144 donors through Nov. 23 totalling $39,470; with match $78,940 
has been raised for the Holiday Fund

Enclosed is a donation of $___________________________

Name __________________________________________________

Business Name _________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone ______________________

 Credit Card (MC or VISA)  _______________________________________  Expires ______________

Signature _______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:     In my name as shown above   

– OR –     In name of business above      In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for: 

_____________________________ (Name of person)

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund is a fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization. All donors will be published in the Palo Alto Weekly unless the coupon is marked “Anonymous.” 

Make checks payable to 
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation and send to:
 PAW Holiday Fund

c/o SVCF
 2440 W. El Camino Real, 

Suite 300
 Mountain View, CA 94040

CLICK 
AND 
GIVE

Give to the Palo 
Alto Weekly Holiday 
Fund and your 
donation is doubled. 
You give to non-
profit groups that 
work right here in 
our community. It’s 

a great way to ensure that your charitable 
donations are working at home.

Non-profits: 
Grant application 
and guidelines at

www.PaloAltoOnline.com/
holidayfund

Support our Kids
with a gift to the Holiday Fund.

Last Year’s 
Grant Recipients

Abilities United ...........................................$5,000

Adolescent Counseling Services ............$7,500

American Red Cross - Palo Alto Area ....$3,000

Art in Action ................................................$5,000

Baby Basics of the Peninsula, Inc. .........$2,000

Bread of Life................................................$5,000

Breast Cancer Connections .....................$7,500

California Family Foundation ....................$3,500

Cleo Eulau Center.......................................$3,500

Collective Roots..........................................$5,000

Downtown Streets Team ........................$15,000

East Palo Alto Children’s Day 
Committee  ..................................................$5,000

East Palo Alto Kids Foundation ................$5,000

East Palo Alto Tennis and Tutoring .........$5,000

East Palo Alto Youth Court ........................$3,000

Environmental Volunteers ........................$3,000

Foothill-De Anza Foundation ....................$2,500

Foundation for a College Education ........$5,000

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum & Zoo ...........................................$5,000

InnVision ......................................................$5,000

JLS Middle School PTA .............................$3,500

Jordan Middle School PTA .......................$3,500

Kara ..............................................................$5,000

Lytton Gardens Senior Communities ......$5,000

Music in the Schools Foundation ............$5,000

New Creation Home Ministries ...............$5,000

Northern California Urban Development ....$5,000

Nuestra Casa ..............................................$5,000

Palo Alto Art Center Foundation ..............$5,000

Palo Alto Community Child Care ..............$5,000

Palo Alto YMCA ..........................................$5,000

Palo Alto Housing Corporation ................$5,000

Palo Alto Library Foundation  .................$17,500

Peninsula HealthCare Connection ..........$7,500

Quest Learning Center of the 
EPA Library ..................................................$5,000

Reading Partners .......................................$5,000

St. Elizabeth Seton School .......................$5,000

St. Francis of Assisi Youth Club ...............$3,000

St. Vincent de Paul Society ......................$6,000

The Friendship Circle.................................$5,000

TheatreWorks .............................................$2,500

Youth Community Service .........................$7,500

CHILD CARE CAPITAL GRANTS
Children’s Center at Stanford ...................$4,000

Palo Alto Community Child Care ..............$5,000

The Children’s Pre-School Center ...........$5,000

** Designates amount withheld at donor request
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Upfront

at Barron Park, while others are 
“mainstreamed” for only parts of 
the day, Wade said.

“When you truly start talking 
about inclusive education, it truly is 
for all kids, not just the kids in spe-
cial education or students identified 
with special needs,” she said.

“If you look at it as an oppor-
tunity for learners to learn about 
difference, then you’ve framed it 
differently. We’ve created an envi-
ronment where we’re going to have 
a compassionate group of young 
people who are going to understand 
in its more pure form what ‘differ-
ence’ looks like.”

Wade said the initiative at Barron 
Park is “truly a pilot” and that num-
bers of special education students in 
any given class “will not exceed a 
natural proportion.”

“Because students haven’t been in 
those classrooms before, we hadn’t 
known what to expect,” Wade said. 
“There’s intrinsic compassion (in 
the students), and we’re there to 
provide the support as needed.”

If the inclusion pilot succeeds, it 
will bring an added benefit for spe-
cial-education students: the ability 
to stay on the same campus through 
their elementary years. Because 
special-ed students comprise only 
about 10 percent of the Palo Alto 
school population — 1,250 kids — 
they are currently moved around to 
different campuses where programs 

best match their needs.
“Obviously that’s an issue for stu-

dents who are challenged by tran-
sition,” Wade said. “Elementary 
schools are places where students 
should be able to build a sense of 
community.”

All 17 Palo Alto campuses will 
observe “Inclusive Schools Week” 
next week, Dec. 5-9.

Events will kick off Monday at 
7 p.m. with the showing of a film, 
“Including Samuel,” at school-dis-
trict headquarters at 25 Churchill 
Ave., followed by a discussion fa-
cilitated by Wade and Palo Alto 
school board Vice President Ca-
mille Townsend.

The two will provide information 
about the district’s new inclusion 
programs, and live Spanish transla-
tion of the film and discussion will 
be available.

Individual campuses also will 
hold “inclusion” activities, includ-
ing accessible yoga classes at Ter-
man Middle School and Barron 
Park and the showing of the film “I 
am Norm” at Terman.

At Jordan Middle School, stu-
dents will have the opportunity to 
write about their differences on an 
outdoor poster, according to Bar-
bara Shufro, a parent and member 
of the Community Advisory Com-
mittee for Special Education.

Students at Ohlone Elementary 
School recently completed a week-
long “abilities awareness training,” 
Shufro said.

Staff at several other elementary 
schools said they plan to read books 

during library time about accepting 
differences, she said.

Wade and Keplinger stressed that 
parent communication is critical to 
the success of the inclusion pilots.

“The parent participation piece 
is very important,” Keplinger said. 
“It’s good for parents to see that 
kids this age can do certain behav-
iors that have nothing whatever to 

do with their disabilities.”
Wade said the “Inclusion Cof-

fees” at Barron Park are open to all 
parents at the school as a means to 
keep an open dialogue.

At one recent gathering, the par-
ent of a special-education student 
shared her excitement that her son 
had been invited to a birthday party 
and, for the first time, participated 

in a field trip to NASA.
A mother of a typically develop-

ing girl asked her if she minded that 
the girls were always hugging her 
son. The mother got a little teary 
and said, “It’s fine. 

“It’s not just OK; it’s wonderful.” 
Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 

be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

Inclusion program
(continued from page 3)

Janey, 4, helps her Greendell Preschool classmates cover a balloon with papier-mâché.
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Transitions
Jim Burch, former Palo Alto mayor, dies at 85

James E. Burch, former Palo 
Alto mayor, military veteran, 
advertising executive, and life-

long anti-war and environmental 
activist, died early Monday morn-
ing (Nov. 28) of Parkinson’s dis-
ease and age. He was 85.

Known for his wry humor, cre-
ativity, devo-
tion to global 
causes as well 
as to his wife, 
Wileta, Burch 
became Palo 
Alto’s oldest 
mayor in 2005, 
at 78.

He was born 
in Evanston, 
Ill., on Feb. 27, 
1926, the youngest of three sons of 
a World War I veteran and a reli-
gious pacifist. He credits his moth-
er, who worked to end World War 
I, with initially shaping his life’s 
philosophy, he told the Weekly in 
a 2005 interview. She taught him 
about the Biblical question: “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?”

“She interpreted it for me; I’ve 
never forgotten it,” Burch remem-
bered. “I am my brother’s keeper 
and he is mine, and together we 
will create the conditions under 
which we both will live.”

His family moved to San Mateo 
in 1940, where he graduated from 
San Mateo High School in June 
1943.

He was drafted into the U.S. 
Army (Infantry) in June 1944 and 
served in a South Pacific unit that 
didn’t see combat. In the devas-
tating aftermath of two atomic 
bombings, Burch’s unit climbed up 
Wakayama Beach in Japan in Sep-
tember 1945 as part of the Army of 
Occupation. 

He toured the streets of Osaka 
and Hiroshima and found them to 
be strikingly similar.

“Block after block after block 
was just rubble. Hiroshima didn’t 
look too different, and it didn’t reg-
ister as terrible as it was,” he said 
told the Weekly in May.

Having had enough of war, Burch 
convinced the Armed Forces Radio 
Service to hire him. At age 19, he 
became program director of sta-
tion WVTQ in Osaka, Japan. He 
was honorably discharged from the 
army in May 1946.

After a stint in Hollywood’s ra-
dio business writing for the likes of 
Gene Autry, Burch made partner at 
an advertising agency in Arizona. 
In 1949, he met Wileta, a teller at 
the firm’s one major account: First 
Federal Savings. He proposed on 
the second date, and the two mar-
ried within six months. 

In 1951, the young family moved 
to northern California, and Burch 
began a 23-year career with the 
San Francisco-based advertising 
agency Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborn (BBDO), where he created 
award-winning advertisements for 
corporations such as PG&E, Gen-
eral Electric, Pacific Telephone and 
Standard Oil.

During this same period, he be-
came involved with the Boy Scouts, 
United Way and NAACP and co-
founded the nonprofit Urban Coali-
tion in San Francisco. 

He took early retirement and 
began his second career as a vol-
unteer activist in 1974 after getting 
involved with the Sequoia Seminar. 
The consciousness-raising group 
combined Christian teachings with 

science and counseled members to 
take responsibility for their role in 
the “interconnected, interdepen-
dent universe,” he said.

He also became president of a 
related Palo Alto nonprofit, Cre-
ative Initiative Foundation, which 
focused on anti-war education. A 
talk hosted by the group caused 
him to change his position on 
former client General Electric’s 
nuclear-power programs. He estab-
lished Project Survival, a statewide 
volunteer organization on behalf of 
the Nuclear Safeguards Initiative 
Proposition 15, which would have 
set strict limits on output at exist-
ing plants and required legislative 
approval prior to the construction 
of additional plants.

Creative Initiative garnered na-
tional attention when three partici-
pants simultaneously quit their jobs 
as GE nuclear program engineers 
and took public stands against 
nuclear power. The initiative was 
defeated in June 1976, but no 
new plants have been constructed 
since.

Creative Initiative changed its 
name to Foundation for a Global 
Community in 1990. Burch pro-
duced a series of nature documen-
taries for the foundation that were 
featured on PBS. He served as a 
trustee until it liquidated its assets 
last December, donating them to 
various peace and sustainability 
projects internationally.

In 1999, Burch was elected to the 
Palo Alto City Council. Though 
the job required a local focus, he 
brought his sense of global inter-
connectedness to city government.

“It’s one world; it’s one Earth; 
it’s one planet; it’s one ecosystem. 
We’re either all going to make it 
or nobody’s going to make it,” he 
said when elected mayor at age 78 
in 2005, the oldest mayor in city 
history.

Upon Burch’s election to mayor 
by the council, Vice Mayor Judy 
Kleinberg said of him: “One of his 
greatest assets is his people skills. 
... His roots are a pacifist’s ap-

(continued on page 15)

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Susan, also known as Shoushan Keshkekian, was 
born on June 15, 1928 in Khartoum, Sudan.  She passed 
away peacefully on November 22, 2011 with her sister, 
and best friend, Shaké at her side.  She is preceded in 
death by her parents Kasbar and Mannig Keshkekian.  
Susan and Shaké have lived together their entire lives 
and in Palo Alto for the last 45 years.  Most recently 
Susan lived at the Palo Alto Commons in Palo Alto.  
Susan worked in the designer salon at Saks Fifth Avenue 
for 25 years.  She had a passion for beautiful things 
like beautiful clothing, paintings, and furniture.  She 
has visited many historic places in Europe with Italy 
being her favorite.  She is survived by her sister Shaké 
Keshkekian of Palo Alto, and their cousins Rebecca 
Rindlisbacher and son, Sahag Yacoubian, his wife 
Esther and their children Mika and Mae, and Regina 
Schacher and family, all of whom live in Switzerland.  
Susan loved children and was a surrogate grandmother 
to Strat and Max Goumas, Katherine, Lyndsay and 
Natalie Bonwitt, and many others.  Her loving nature 
will be missed my many.

Funeral services were held at 11am Wednesday, 
November 30, 2011 at St. Andrew’s Armenian Church 
at 11370 S. Stelling Rd., Cupertino, CA 95014.  Burial 
is at Alta Mesa Cemetery, 695 Arastradero Rd., Palo 
Alto, CA 94306.  Reception followed at Alta Mesa.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations 
in Susan’s name be directed to St. Andrew’s Armenian 
Church.

Shoushig “Susan” Keshkekian
Resident of Palo Alto

Camp Connection
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Camp Connection magazine

ATTENTION  
CAMP DIRECTORS!

Camp Connection features:Advertising in 
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P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

 Ivan Clarance Gosney, age 90 of Palo Alto, CA, passed 
away peacefully on November 27, 2011. Ivan was born 
on March 24, 1921 in Morgan Hill, CA. He graduated 
from Live Oak High School in Morgan Hill and went 
on to join the Navy in 1942. After his naval service, he 
joined Schneider’s in Palo Alto, as a salesman, in 1948. 
He worked his way up to management and retired in 
1987. Ivan is survived by his sister, Delores Greenlee; 
nephew, Ivan Wilson and niece, Roxanne Bracco.
 A graveside service was held on Thursday, December 
1, 2011 at Alta Mesa Memorial Park, 695 Arastradero 
Rd., Palo Alto, CA. Johnson Funeral Home serving the 
family.

Ivan Clarance Gosney
March 24, 1921 - November 27, 2011
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P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Tag Eldin Mansour, Stanford University Professor of 
Molecular Pharmacology Emeritus died from complications 
of Alzheimer’s on November 4 just two days before his 87th 
birthday.  He was born in Egypt and educated at Cairo 
University in Veterinary Medicine.  He received Doctorates 
in Pharmacology and Biochemistry from the University of 
Birmingham, England.  He held teaching positions at the 
medical schools of Howard, Western Reserve and Louisiana 
State Universities before coming to Stanford in 1961 where 
he was later chair of the Department of Pharmacology 
for 14 years.  The National Institutes of Health sponsored 
his research into heart muscle metabolism particularly 
the changes that occur after a heart attack.   His studies 
of enzymes controlling metabolism in parasites, especially 
schistosomes, led to Mansour being appointed head of the 
Stanford section of a MacArthur Foundation program on 
the biology of parasites.  He also helped to organize new 
medical schools in Syria, Kuwait and Oman and served as 
a consultant to medical programs sponsored by UNICEF.  
In addition to his scholarly work Tag was a dedicated 
amateur painter and calligrapher.  He loved classical music, 
especially opera, and Arabic folk music. He is survived by 
his wife Joan, who was his laboratory assistant for many 
years. He will be missed by his children Suzanne Mansour 
(spouse Carl Thummel) grandsons Jason and Corin, Jeanne 
Peterson (spouse Douglas Peterson) grandchildren Grace 
and Stanley, and Dean Mansour (Anne Morley). A brother 
Gamal Mansour, retired justice of the Supreme Court of 
Egypt, and numerous nephews, nieces and cousins in 
Egypt also survive.  The family will hold a reception of 
remembrance at the Stanford Faculty Club from 4-6 p.m. 
on December 16.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests that 
memorial contributions be made to Stanford University 
School of Medicine to support the Tag Mansour Fund in 
the Department of Chemical and Systems Biology.  Checks 
should be made payable to Stanford University School 
of Medicine indicating that they are in memory of Dr. 
Mansour and mailed to:  Stanford University Office of Gift 
Processing, P.O. Box 20466, Stanford, CA 94309-0466

Tag Eldin Mansour
Resident of Stanford

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Danton William Rehor died November 22, 2011 
with his two sons, Charlie and Bill, at his bedside.   

Dan, a native of Waukegan, Illinois, was 
born on February 28, 1935. He was educated at 
Northwestern University and then the University 
of Michigan, where he earned his graduate degree 
in History. While on a double date, he met the love 
of his life, Lois Rollins. The fact that she was the 
other guy’s date did not deter him at all, for which 
his children are forever grateful. 

Dan and Lois moved to Palo Alto to allow 
Dan to pursue his PhD in Education at Stanford 
University. He later sacrificed this pursuit in order 
to devote himself to his two young sons. He was 
active in Charlie’s Boy Scout troop (Troop 2) and 
served as the Treasurer for the Friends of the Palo 
Alto Children’s Theater, where Bill spent many 
years. Dan was a counselor and history teacher at 
Homestead High School until his retirement. 

Dan and Lois were avid bird-watchers. In 
addition, Dan was a talented water-colorist, 
became a fine lawn-bowler with Palo Alto Lawn 
Bowls, and volunteered as a naturalist for many 
years at the Palo Alto Baylands Interpretative 
Center.  Dan was active in his church, Saint Ann 
Chapel of Palo Alto, and his family is thankful for 

their support. 
Lois passed in 

2005. In retirement, 
Dan became a 
doting grandparent 
to Henry, Madeline 
and Evalie, giving 
them far too much 
and asking for 
nothing in return. 

Dan is survived by his sons, Charlie and Bill; 
daughters-in-law Carmie Rehor and Mary Ann 
Mayer; grandchildren Evalie Carolyn, Henry 
Danton, and Madeline Ann; and his three sisters: 
Charlene (Mrs. Dr. John) Hengesh of Palm 
Springs, CA, Janyth (Mrs. Ferol) Fell of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, and Natalie (Mrs. Kenneth) Glesener 
of Anaheim Hills, CA.  

Services will be held at Saint Ann Chapel, 541 
Melville Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301 on Sunday, 
December 4th at 11 AM, with reception to follow 
at the Palo Alto Lawn Bowls, 474 Embarcadero 
Road, Palo Alto. 

Donations in Dan’s memory can be made to 
Saint Ann Chapel. 

Danton William Rehor

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Ronald Biehler, age 65, died peacefully 
November 21st, 2011.  He was born August 
4th, 1946, and raised in Lorain, Ohio, where he 
attended St. Mary’s High School.  He continued 
his studies at Notre Dame University, graduating 
with a degree in biology.  After graduation he 
served in the Army as a specialist 5th class dental 
technician working on oral reconstructions for 
returning Vietnam veterans.  

After his service, Ron earned a PhD in biology 
from Case Western Reserve.  He held post-
doctoral positions at Stanford University and 
The University of Chicago.  He later worked as a 
research scientist and biochemical applications 
engineer for scientific instrumentation 
companies.  He retired in 2007. 

An avid cyclist, hiker, and camper, Ron served 
for 10 years as scoutmaster for Palo Alto Boy 
Scout Troop 5, leading high adventure outings 
in the Sierras and at Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico.  He was also a Stanford District 
unit commissioner (receiving the District Award 

of Merit), and a 
commissioner for 
Oljato Scout Camp.  
He met his wife, 
Robin Holbrook, 
through scouting, 
and they wed in 
2005.  

Ron is survived by his loving wife, Robin 
Holbrook; two sons, Jason Biehler (and Jason’s 
wife, Jessica) of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and 
David Biehler of Mountain View, California; 
stepson Colin Holbrook; brother  Robert Biehler 
of Lorain, Ohio, and sister Annette Biehler 
Treadway, of Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

Ron will be interred at San Joaquin Valley 
National Cemetery.  A memorial service is 
planned for after the new year at First Lutheran 
Church, where Ron was a member of the choir.  
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the 
Boy Scouts of America, Stanford District, Pacific 
Skyline Council.  

Ronald Anthony Biehler
Resident of Palo Alto

Aug 4, 1946-Nov 21, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Poet/Renaissance Woman Born 5/21/33 Greenwich, 
Ct to Joan Stanford Bishop & Nathaniel Bishop (Brother 
David) ‘59 Graduate / Columbia University, BA/ Poetry 
(First winner of American Academy of Poets grand 
prize). Married to Ronald Roseman ‘57 (divorced). 
Married to Dick Sewell ‘64 (divorced). Survived by 
daughter Gabrielle Roseman & long time companion 
Urion Heath.  Judith founded Rustam Publishers in 
New York ( First to publish hard cover books of young 
NY poets) & worked at L Harper and Row as a book 
designer. In Maine she studied & taught violin playing 
in both the Portland & Banger Symphonies and lead 
several Chamber Orchestras. In the mid 1970’s Judith 
relocated to Palo Alto, Ca and worked for 16 years 
at Xerox PARC. She studied and became a master 
herbalist, gardener & an accomplished photographer. 

Judith embraced Native 
American Culture and 
ceremonial life, was 
involved in the Palo Alto 
Friends House in  political  
activities and landscaping.  
She published one book of 
poetry and had poems published in esteemed Poetry 
Journals. Judith leaves a legacy of  20 + volumes of 
poetry manuscripts. Judith Bishop died Nov. 21, 2011 
Auberry, Ca. 

Funeral services are scheduled for Friday, December  
2, 2011, at Academy Cemetery, Clovis, California.  
For more information: (559) 593-2673. A memorial  
is being planned shortly for all of Judith’s Bay Area 
friends. Contact: radiojoseph@fastmail.fm

Judith Bishop
May 21, 1933-Nov. 21, 2011

 Page 13



Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto 
Nov. 23-29
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft related
Checks forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Strong arm robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . .5
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Reckless driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .9
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Miscellaneous
Animal barking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. municipal code violation . . . . . . . .1
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .2
Unattended death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Menlo Park
Nov. 23-29
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . .5
Failed to yield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/non injury. . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Narcotics case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Disturbing/annoying phone calls. . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Gang information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Resist arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Runaway juvenile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Violation of court order . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Atherton
Nov. 22-29
Violence related
Assault and battery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Parking problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Road/sidewalk/other hazard. . . . . . . . . .1
Traffic details. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/non-injury . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle traffic/hazard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence of drugs/alcohol 2
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Building/perimeter/area check . . . . . . . 12
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Construction site check . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Coroner’s case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbance/noise and fight . . . . . . . . . .2
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Meet citizen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Pedestrian check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious circumstance . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Tree down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Unlisted block Park Boulevard, 11/23, 
11:22 a.m.; child abuse.
Unlisted block Pena Court, 11/24, 10:35 
a.m.; domestic violence.
2000 block El Camino Real, 11/25, 10:56 
p.m.; battery.
1200 block Forest Avenue, 11/27, 4:03 
p.m.; domestic violence.

Atherton
Unlisted block Hawthorn Drive, 11/28, 
2:13 p.m.; assault and battery.

Visit Palo Alto Online 
for details

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

Bill Sauers: Attorney, author, board 
member, horseman, theater lover, friend, 
family man, and catalyst passed away in 
his home in Ashland, Oregon on Novem-
ber 16, 2011. 

Bill imagined Big. He made things hap-
pen. 

He was born in Santa Cruz, CA to Myrl 
Melvin Sauers and Helen Fightmaster 
(Bill’s birth name – Dale Gilbert Sau-
ers). He became self-sufficient at an early 
age after his mother’s death when he was 
nine, and abandonment by his father at 
age fourteen. He worked as a ranch hand 
in Aptos, CA, went to Holy Cross High 
School in Santa Cruz, CA, graduated 
early and joined the U.S. Army Air Corps 
two months after turning age 17. He en-
tered Basic Training in Wichita Falls, TX 
in August 1943, was promoted to Second 
Lieutenant at age 18 in November 1944 
and was honorably discharged as Second 
Lieutenant, Navigator of B-24 Liberator, 
October 1945. 

Bill and his new bride (May 1945) re-
turned to Fresno, CA where he attended 
Fresno State College and worked for one of 
the major construction firms, Taylor and 
Wheeler, building new housing following 
the War. In 1949 he entered Stanford Uni-
versity Law School, graduating in 1952. 
The San Francisco Peninsula would be-
come his home until moving to Ashland, 
Oregon in 2001. 

Bill’s law career began with a position as 
an Assistant Secretary of the State Bar in 
San Francisco. He joined the District At-
torney’s office in San Jose in 1955 work-
ing as a trial attorney. In 1957 he started 
a private practice in Palo Alto, Califor-
nia. Starting in 1962, Bill found his legal 
passion as a Corporate Attorney when he 
joined the firm Howe Finch and Glass, 
later Finch, Sauers, Player and Montgom-
ery. He worked for 24 years with the firm 
representing many major corporations 
and institutions such as; Hewlett-Packard 
Company, Watkins-Johnson Company, 
Granger Associates, Varian Associates, 
Menlo School and College, Micro Elec-
tronics and many others. Bill also taught 
Law at Santa Clara University and Stan-
ford University law schools 

From the late 1980’s thru 2000, Bill 
worked with several law firms in the South 
Bay Area bringing his corporate skills to 
start-up companies. He was appointed 
Of-Council by Mount and Stoelker (now 
Mount, Spelman and Fingerman) in De-
cember 2000 and moved to Ashland, Or-
egon. 

Bill’s association with Ashland began in 
1973 when he and wife Barbara first visit-
ed the Oregon Shakespeare Festival. Avid 
theater goers, they spent weeks in Ashland 
seeing each season’s play multiple times. 
Bill served on the OSF Board of Directors, 
1989-1995. Eventually purchasing a house 
in Ashland, for eight years they offered it 

to the Festival for 
actor housing. 
After moving to 
Ashland in 2001, 
Bill was a cata-
lyst in the cre-
ation of Oregon 
Stage Works. He 
also served on the Ashland Community 
Hospital Foundation Board. He kept an 
office at the Armory until 2009. 

Bill loved to write. He was a regular con-
tributor to the Rancheros Visitadores daily 
trek and annual newsletter, with his col-
umn, Sauers’ Grapes. He authored plays, 
four of which were produced or read. The 
San Francisco Shakespeare Festival pro-
duced Did Not I Dance with You? in 1994 
and A Fork in the Road in 1995. Play read-
ings of Lynch Mob Hunt in 2006 followed 
by Reluctant Strangers, were produced by 
Oregon Stage Works. 

Bill was an ace at Dominoes. He played 
doubles tennis, was a skier, fly fisherman 
and horseman. He was member of the San 
Mateo County Mounted Patrol, serving a 
term as President of the organization. He 
owned and rode horses. He was also a de-
cades-long member of the Rancheros Visi-
tadores, Los Picadores camp. He remained 
friends with his riding buddies participat-
ing in an annual event in Visalia, CA in 
March 2011. 

Bill served on a number of Boards in-
cluding: Secretary of the Urban Coali-
tion of Palo Alto, 1969-72; Chairman, 
American Red Cross, chapter Palo Alto, 
Calif., 1973-76; Family Service Associa-
tion, 1973-76; Senior Council Affiliates, 
Palo Alto, 1981-85; Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Menlo College, Atherton, Calif., 
1984-88; Director, Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, Ashland, OR, 1989-95; President, 
San Jose Repertory Theatre, San Jose, CA, 
1994-98; San Francisco Shakespeare Fes-
tival, Oregon Stage Works and Ashland 
Community Hospital Foundation Board. 

Bill was social and outgoing. He was loy-
al and trusting and optimistic. He made 
friends and kept them for a lifetime. He 
would often refer to people, as “my good 
friend” and mean it. 

Bill is preceded in death by his wife of 65 
years Barbara Gean Cole (of Fresno, CA) 
Sauers in July 2010. 

He is also preceded in death by his par-
ents Helen in 1936 and Myrl in 1973 and 
his brother Myrl Melvin Sauers, Jr., Pfc 
USMC, who was killed in the battle at 
Tarawa on November 20, 1943. 

Bill is survived by daughters, Kathleen 
Helen Sauers McCarty, Susan Patricia 
Sauers Reeves, Deborah Lane Sauers Nel-
son, son-in-law Peter Carl Nelson and 
grandchildren Andrea Elizabeth Nelson 
and Emmett Samuel Nelson. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the organizations on whose Boards Bill 
served with passion.

William D. Sauers
June 18, 1926-Nov. 16, 2011
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Introducing 

proach to conflict resolution.”
He later said of the experience 

as mayor: “I enjoyed it immensely. 
When you’re on the council you’re 
one of nine. When you’re mayor, 
you’re one of one. It surprised me 
sometimes to walk into a meeting 
and have people say, ‘Well, the 
mayor’s here.’ I just thought, ‘Jim’s 
here...’” 

He served six years on the coun-
cil before opting not to run for re-
election. 

Burch’s most recent civic work 
included a successful campaign to 
decorate the Palo Alto Shuttle buses 
with photos of local residents and 
humorous sayings to boost aware-
ness of the free service. 

Palo Alto resident and environ-
mental activist Walt Hays said of 
Burch: “He was one of the most 
creative people I’ve ever met. To 
me, it was really impressive that he 
expressed that creativity to the end. 
He was a fountain of creativity.” 

Hays also admired Burch’s de-
cades as a full-time volunteer, and 
his years on the City Council, after 
taking an early retirement.

“The time he was on the council 
and mayor he played a major role 
in making sustainability a guiding 
principle and goal for this city,” 
Hays said. 

Palo Alto Mayor Sid Espinosa 
noted Monday that the flags around 
City Hall would be lowered to half-
mast in honor of Burch. 

“Today Palo Alto mourns the 
loss of a great community lead-
er. Jim Burch always fought for 
things that he believed in, and for 
the City of Palo Alto, he never 
stopped working to make this city 
the best that it could be,” Espinosa 
said. “Our hearts go out to Jim’s 
wife of 61 years, Wileta, and the 
rest of his family. We join them 
in celebrating Jim’s incredible life 
and legacy.”

In May, Burch was awarded the 
Avenidas Lifetimes of Achieve-
ment award. 

Burch’s overall philosophy was 
to embrace life rather than being 
fearful or mistrustful, he told the 
Weekly in 2006. He believed in 
“moving out into life.” 

“Don’t sit back and wait for it to 
come ... or be on guard against it,” 
he said. 

“You wake up every morning, 
and you take a breath and you’re 
alive. And the world is out there, 
and everything you need is there, if 
you move out to it,” he said.

Burch is survived by Wileta, 
son Bill Burch, daughter Barbara 
Lindsay, and grandchildren Merrill 
Burch, David Lindsay (Stephanie) 
and Kristina Lindsay.

A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 17, at 2 p.m. at the 
All Saints Episcopal Community 
Center, located at 555 Waverley St., 
Palo Alto.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations to The Parkin-
son’s Institute and Clinical Center, 
675 Almanor Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 
or to the Palo Alto Weekly Holi-
day Fund, c/o SVCF, 2440 W. El 
Camino Real, Suite 300, Mountain 
View, CA 94040. 

30% OFF
Decorate Your Garden

for the Holidays!

444 S. California Ave., Palo Alto
 

Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Sunday,  December 4, 2011, 2:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

PALO ALTO 

memories of life 
in the town

N O T I C E

NOTICE INVITING SEALED BIDS for WINDOW 
REPLACEMENT in two buildings consisting of six units 
each (#1 thru #12) of Ventura Apartments, 290-310 Ven-
tura Street, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
The project is to remove and replace old windows with 
glass energy-efficient products in two buildings with six 
residential units each.

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK:
1.  Remove existing windows and screens.
2.  Contractor to supply storage for supplies and materials.
3.  Furnish and install double-paned Low-E glass sliding 

windows and screens to fit individual dimensions of 
existing openings.

4. Seal and caulk installations as appropriate.
5. Furnish and install locks on all windows.
6. Remove and dispose of all old material each day.
7. Clean glass and window/door frames.
8. All materials used must be manufactured in the USA.

Bid specifications pertaining to this project are available 
from (Friday, Dec 2, 2011) to (Friday, Dec 16, 2011).  
Please call to schedule a mandatory job walk.  Bid closing 
date is (Wednesday, Jan 4, 2012) at 5:00 PM.  Bid opening 
at 725 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA  94301 on (Friday, Jan 
6, 2012) at 10:00 AM.

This project is funded by the City of Palo Alto Com-
munity Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), U. 
S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  All 
federal regulations listed in the Bid Specifications will 
apply, including equal opportunity, non-discrimination, 
and Federal Labor Standards provisions (Davis-Bacon).  
Reference is hereby made to bid specifications for further 
details, which specifications and this notice shall be con-
sidered part of the contract.

For information and bid walk-through, contact Jim Bran-
denburg at 650-321-9709 ext. 19.

Jim Burch
(continued from page 12)

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS

PQ-11-JLS

   J.L. STANFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL
MODERNIZATION & NEW CONSTRUCTION

The Palo Alto Unified School District is inviting qualification 
information from General Contractors to provide Construction 
Services for the following upcoming construction project.

J.L. STANFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL (JLS): Construction of 
a new classroom building, permanent storage additions, 
remodeling and upgrades to multiple existing buildings, 
and site & landscape modernization.  ($12 Million esti-
mated cost)

Contractors that were previously prequalified for PQ 11-01 Gunn 
High School New Classroom Buildings A&B, PQ 11-02 Gunn 
High School New Gymnasium and remodeling of the existing 
Gym and/or PQ 11-03 Palo Alto High School New Classroom 
& Media Arts, and/or PQ-11-MS Jordan and Terman Middle 
Schools conducted earlier this year of 2011 only need to submit 
Part I – Contact Information & Part III-E –Financial Strength to 
provide updated financial information.  

Due to the disparity in estimated cost of construction, Con-
tractors that were previously prequalified for only PQ-11-FM 
Fairmeadow Elementary School ($6.5 Million estimated cost) 
must re-submit a full, completed Prequalification Questionnaire.

There will be a MANDATORY prequalification conference for 
Contractors who have not previously attended a prequalification 
conference conducted by the District during 2011, on Wednes-
day, December 14, 2011 at 10:00 AM at 25 Churchill Avenue, 
Building “D”, Palo Alto, CA.  The project and the Prequalification 
package will be discussed.

All responses to this RFQ must be received no later than 4:00 
PM Wednesday, January 4, 2012.  Interested firms shall submit 
Qualifications as described in the Prequalification Package to:

Palo Alto Unified School District

Facilities Department

25 Churchill Avenue, Building “D”

Palo Alto, CA 94306 Attn:  Heidi Rank

Please note the District mail room is closed from December 17, 
2011 thru January 2, 2012.  Please direct any questions regard-
ing this Request for Qualification (RFQ) to Heidi Rank at hrank@
pausd.org or fax to (650) 327-3588.

These are not requests for bids or offers by the District to 
contract with any party responding to this RFQ.  The District 
reserves the right to reject any and all responses.  All materials 
submitted to the District in response to this RFQ shall remain 
property of the District and may be considered a part of public 
record.

Palo Alto Unified  
School District

Transitions
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Finding balance
Editor,

Congratulations to Ms. Lobdell 
for her excellent stories (Nov. 18). 
A purposeful life is very important, 
but so is a financially successful 
one. Helping kids (and adults) find 
the balance between these two, of-
ten conflicting goals, that works for 
them is very important. Perhaps the 
most important skill anyone has is: 
to prioritize. The “why” questions 
(noted in the articles) only help us if 
we can prioritize. That means mak-
ing our own decisions. That is where 
school may be disabling. The track 
to a “good” college is often a way to 
avoid real decisions.

Ken Krechmer
Greer Road

Palo Alto

Dine For Kids
Editor,

Palo Alto Community Child Care 
(PACCC) is so excited to have cel-
ebrated its Eighth Annual Dine For 
Kids event! PACCC is deeply grate-
ful to the event supporters — 34 
amazing restaurants, many gener-
ous business sponsors (including 
the Palo Alto Weekly), PACCC’s 
terrific staff, board of directors, its 
devoted families, and the hundreds 
of diners who ate well while sup-
porting PACCC on Nov. 10, 2011.

The combined effort of all of these 
incredible people is what makes 
this event such a success. All pro-
ceeds from Dine For Kids support 
PACCC’s subsidy program, which 
provides quality care to families 
qualifying for financial assistance. 
Huge thanks to our amazing com-
munity!

Janice Shaul and Luke Farley
Palo Alto Community 

Child Care
Palo Alto

‘Uncommit’ your vote
Editor,

I’m amazed and heartened by the 
Occupy movement, but feel more 
must be done. If enough Demo-
crats and Republicans leave their 
failed parties and re-register with 
“decline to state,” this would send 
a powerful message and force the 
entrenched politicians to serve the 
interests of the non-affiliated. If 
this resonates with you, please help 
promote a movement to “Uncommit 
your vote.”

Don Baraka
141 Amherst Ave.

Menlo Park

Nuclear disarmament
Editor,

William Perry is one of the trea-
sures of our community and nation. I 
applaud the Weekly for the in-depth 
article (Nov. 11) about this amazing 
man. Because of his dedication to 
worldwide nuclear disarmament, he 
has inspired me to become involved 
in this issue. As he stated in the ar-

ticle, “we have to inform people” 
and the place to start is at home. The 
U.S. started the nuclear arms race 
and we must end it.

Barbara Kyser
Deodara Drive

Los Altos

Leaf blowers
Editor,

I was quite surprised and also an-
noyed to read in a local newspaper 
that leaf blowers would be fined for 
doing their job because leaf blowing 
makes too much noise and which is 
very disturbing to those people who 
work at home on their computers.

We are now in the full season of 
leaves falling from the beautiful 
gingkoes, Modesto ashes, maples 
and other magnificent trees of our 
city. Those gorgeously colored 
leaves accumulate all over the 
streets and the weekly picking by 
the Palo Alto city sweeping trucks 
is not only not enough at this time 
of year but those same trucks cannot 
do their job because of parked cars 
on their way.

I remember that a few years ago 
there had been talk of posting Do 
not Park signs on the day that the 
city truck was coming. That was a 

great idea but obviously it was never 
put into action.

Let’s remain optimistic! Maybe 
when we will have a new grocery 
store along with the long ago prom-
ised homes on our refurbished 
Edgewood Plaza we will also have 
unhampered street cleaning.

Michele Grundmann
Greer Road

Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

A first step on bridge
Finding funds to build up to  

a $9 million project is next challenge

Representing one of the most bicycle-friendly cities in the 
state, it was not surprising to see the City Council fall head 
over heels in love with the proposed bike/pedestrian bridge 

over U.S. Highway 101 at Adobe Creek on a 9-0 vote Monday.
The council has been flirting with a bridge project for several 

years, and got a boost when the Planning and Transportation 
Commission endorsed the idea to create what we hope will be 
a year-round route for cyclists and pedestrians to reach the Bay-
lands trails east of 101, as well as the numerous workplaces at 
Google, Microsoft and NASA-Ames south of the city. The Parks 
and Recreation Commission also backed the plan, which would 
have particular appeal in south Palo Alto neighborhoods and 
could link to a proposed Adobe Creek pathway.

The route selection process advanced last year at a meeting 
hosted by the city and Alta Planning + Design, the consultant 
on the project, when about 50 residents were asked to choose 

from five options: the Adobe Creek 
over-and undercrossing, renovation 
of a Matadero Creek undercrossing, 
a West Bayshore overcrossing, and an 
overcrossing at Loma Verde Avenue. 
The most popular choice was im-
proving the current undercrossing at 
Adobe Creek, although the runner-up 
was the Adobe Creek overcrossing, 
which ultimately was chosen. The 
project manager said a bridge ele-
vated 20 feet over 101 would provide 
spectacular views and could become 
a landmark for Palo Alto.

Council members were effusive in their praise of a new cross-
ing, with Karen Holman gushing, “A bridge going over 101 to the 
Baylands — that structure is going to be how a lot of people see 
Palo Alto. ...It’s going to be how people identify Palo Alto.” The 
council endorsed her suggestion to study the idea of sponsoring a 
design contest to make the new bridge “a really stellar design.”

The council agreed, indicating it favors an “enhanced overpass 
with 14-foot-wide lanes, lighting fixtures and a deck overlooking 
the spectacular Baylands scenery. Members apparently see noth-
ing but upside for a new bridge, and approved moving forward 
with an environmental assessment.

But a giant hurdle remains — finding the estimated $5 million 
to $9 million needed to build it. In approving the project, the 
Planning Commission wisely took a more conservative approach, 
urging the staff to consider less expensive designs. The council 
agreed with Holman, who said if the money is not available for 
the “stellar” design, the city should opt for a “good utilitarian 
design” rather than go with an “underfunded artistic endeavor.”

Unfortunately, all of the council’s support may be a moot point 
unless city officials can round up a lot of money from federal and 
state grants or the local Valley Transportation Authority’s Bicycle 
Expenditure Program. Qualifying for a VTA or any other grant 
may require the city to complete engineering work to demonstrate 
that the project is “shovel ready.” Luckily, funds for the environ-
mental report are in hand, so some work can proceed. 

In neighboring Mountain View, a $9.6 million pedestrian-bike 
bridge will be completed next year that includes an undercrossing 
of Middlefield Way and an overcrossing of Hwy. 101. Rather than 
searching for grants, Mountain View is building the project with 
funds from the Shoreline improvement district, which funnels 
property taxes from the neighborhood’s many high-tech firms, 
including Google, into a fund that has been used for years to 
make improvements at Shoreline Park and other areas north of 
the freeway.

A Palo Alto bridge will support the city’s commitment to cy-
cling in the Comprehensive Plan and its new Bicycle and Pedes-
trian Transportation Plan, a major focus of Mayor Sid Espinosa 
this year. Both plans call for a year-round crossing of 101, so 
pedestrians and cyclists do not have to rely on the Adobe Creek 
underpass, which is prone to flooding and typically closed during 
winter months. 

There are plenty of reasons for the city to move ahead with the 
overcrossing. A new bridge would serve nearly a quarter million 
cyclists who cross Hwy. 101 every year, with more than 150,000 
using the Adobe Creek trail. Given the increasing interest in bike-
commuting and the growing number of jobs east of the freeway it 
is likely that even more Palo Alto residents will be able to leave 
their vehicles at home and commute by bicycle.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? How should the district ensure that more stu-
dents pass Algebra II?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of 
permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it 
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Online Editor Tyler Hanley 

at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

‘That structure is 
going to be how a 
lot of people see 
Palo Alto.’

– Karen Holman,  
Palo Alto  

City Councilwoman

This week on 
Town Square

Posted Nov. 29 at 7:39 a.m. by 
Bob Wenzlau, a resident of the 
Crescent Park neighborhood:

“If Palo Alto was a tribe, we 
have lost one of our elders (Jim 
Burch). His spirit and legacy will 
carry on as he gave us the fabric 
for a practical form of environ-
mentalism. We see his legacy in 
the tangible, but also the intan-
gibles such as our community’s 
values toward the environment 
and duty to protect. We are lucky 
to have had a man like him, and I 
treasure this moment of reflection 
as I assimilate his passing.”

Page 16



Do you plan to spend more in this holiday season?
Asked near Mollie Stone’s on California Avenue. Interviews and photographs by Yichuan Cao.

Hadi Laasi
Accountant
Grant Avenue, Palo Alto
“I am going to spend less because 
I just moved here to work and don’t 
want to spend more money.”

Dee Ellmann
Book seller
Rosewood Drive, Palo Alto
“I would say I am going to spend about 
the same as last year. I’ll be thought-
ful, not too emotional, and will go with 
the list.”

Fredrick Vallaeys
Product evangelist
Bryant Street, Palo Alto
“I am not celebrating holiday with 
my family in Belgium, so I’ll definitely 
spend less.”

Wendy Kahn
ESL teacher
Southampton Drive, Palo Alto
“I have some gift certificates and I will 
spend more but I hate going to Black 
Friday. I think it represents capitalism 
at its worst form. It should be a reli-
gious day.”

Linda Maratas
Police record specialist
Princeton Street, Palo Alto
“I went to Black Friday and I will spend 
more this year. I saved for the entire 
year and paid off credit all the time.”

by LaToya Baldwin Clark

In May, trustees of the Palo Alto Unified 
School District met 
to consider a pro-

posal from Superin-
tendent Kevin Skelly 
that the district make 
successful completion 
of an A-G curriculum 
a requirement for high 
school graduation. An 
A-G curriculum meets 
the minimum course 
requirements for ad-
mission to the Univer-
sity of California and California State Univer-
sity systems.

Critical opposition to the proposal came 
from an unlikely source: teachers from the 
math department at Palo Alto High School. 
The department, led by its Instructional Super-
visor Radu Toma, sent a letter to Skelly and the 
school board opposing the district’s proposal. 
Citing the letter, along with other opposition, 
the school board elected to put the proposal off 
to this year, although revisiting it is not cur-
rently on their agenda.

Why is the Paly math department so opposed 
to making sure that every student graduates 
prepared to go to college? Their letter focuses 
on Algebra II, a class that is required for all 
UC/CSU applicants, and claims that requir-
ing every student to pass this class would have 
“devastating consequences” for the district’s 
“reputation.”

Some Paly students, according to the math 
department, just can’t pass Algebra II as it is 
taught at Paly. Why? “We live in an affluent 
community. Most of our students are fortu-
nate to come from families where education 
matters and parents have the means and will 
to support and guide their children in tandem 

with us, their teachers. Not all of them.” And 
who are these students that the math depart-
ment says are unable to pass even the basic 
level Algebra II class? “Many of these [stu-
dents] are VTP students [from East Palo Alto] 
or under-represented minorities.”

It’s true that the District statistics on A-G 
completion are racially skewed. Last year, 85 
percent of all high school graduates met the 
A-G requirements. But of the 20 black gradu-
ating seniors from Paly and Gunn last year, 
only three met A-G requirements.

That’s right.  Three out of 20 met the require-
ments. That’s 15 percent. Of the 66 graduating 
Latino seniors, only 27 met the requirement. 
That’s 40 percent. But it’s not just under-rep-
resented minorities who are struggling under 
this system. The majority (63 percent) of the 
students who failed to meet A-G were white 
and Asian. As a result, none of these students 
were eligible to apply to a four-year California 
public university.

The Paly math department avows that “as 
teachers and mathematicians, we work unabat-
edly” to teach math. But unfortunately, accord-
ing to Toma, “brain theory supports the reality 
that confounding student situations interfere 
with their ability to focus and succeed.” 

The letter, perhaps wisely, doesn’t spend 
much time on brain theory. Instead, it baldly 
states the real reason that some students don’t 
pass Algebra II: the Paly math department re-
fuses to teach it.  More precisely, they refuse 
to teach an Algebra II course that meets the 
standards set by the UC/CSU systems. By the 
department’s own admission, even the regu-
lar lane Algebra II class greatly exceeds the 
UC/CSU. In the view of Toma and his col-
leagues, “diluting the standards in our regular 
lane to basic benchmarks which might allow 
every student to pass Algebra II would end up 
hurting the district’s reputation.” The depart-

ment refuses to teach an Algebra II that satis-
fies UC/CSU requirements that students can 
actually pass. And where does the Paly math 
department think those students who fail to 
complete Algebra II should go, rather than to 
college? They can “go on to community col-
leges or jobs for which district prepares them 
better than most districts.”

The reputation of a high school is enhanced 
when all students go to four-year colleges. 
High school is not college; it is not the place 
to hinge academic reputation on the planned 
failure of a subset of the student body. 

Furthermore, refusing to teach essential 
courses because they would “dilute” our dis-
trict’s “exemplary standards” is nothing less 
than the betrayal of the democratic value of 
public education and the basic professional re-
sponsibility of teachers.

The Parent Network for Students of Color, 
We Can Do Better Palo Alto and the Student 
Equity Action Network have been pressing 
the district for the past year to adopt the A-G 
curriculum and its standards as the minimum 
required to graduate. The content that a stu-
dent needs to master in order to pass what is 
being offered as the “regular lane” Algebra II 
course is above “the basic benchmarks which 
might allow every student to pass Algebra II.” 
Generally, that means that only the most ad-
vanced students, or those whose parents can 
afford to pay for hours of private tutoring, can 
pass this class. 

But contrary to the claims of the department, 
A-G alignment does not require the teachers to 
“dilute the standards.” 

It requires teachers to actually teach.
In Palo Alto, as in many districts, the best 

and most qualified teachers segregate them-
selves in classrooms teaching courses that only 
the most advanced students can master. The 
concern that students who are not passing Al-

gebra II now will not graduate under an A-G 
aligned curriculum is unfounded. Studies con-
sistently show that all children, from all “so-
cial backgrounds,” can learn — with effective 
teaching and the proper institutional support. 
The Paly math department has no idea what 
these students can achieve — because they 
are not providing them with effective teach-
ing. The district school board must commit the 
district to college readiness for every student 
by providing support to teachers, students, and 
families to make that goal a reality, starting in 
elementary school.

The letter purports to “respectfully” present 
reasons for opposing A-G curriculum align-
ment. But as a district parent, I feel everything 
but respected. I’m outraged that when I send 
my children to school in the Palo Alto district, 
they will encounter the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations. But in truth, as Russlynn Ali, the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the Dept. 
of Education says, “It’s not so soft.” Teachers 
employed in this district continue to perpetuate 
the myth that some students, particularly those 
from underrepresented minorities, simply can’t 
learn — and the district’s leaders are doing 
nothing about it.

The district school board must repudiate the 
sentiments in this letter by making A-G the 
graduation requirement for all students so that 
every graduate can go to college — and provide 
the proper supports to make them successful.

To see a copy of the math department re-
port, go to http://tinyurl.com/7xfxns7. 

LaToya Baldwin Clark is a fifth-year grad-
uate student at Stanford, pursuing a PhD in 
Sociology and a JD at Stanford Law School. 
She is a parent of a Palo Alto Unified School 
District student, and a member of the Parent 
Network for Students of Color.

District policy shuts out some students from UC/CSU eligibility
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Search a complete
 listing of  local

restaurant
reviews by location
 or type  of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com

AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet 
494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

www.greenelephantgourmet.com

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s 948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

2010 Best Chinese

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 
947-8888 

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $4.75

CHINESE

Su Hong – Menlo Park

Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631

Winner, Menlo Almanac “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 

321-6688

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 

(650) 462-5903 Fax (650) 462-1433

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet  M-F;

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

ITALIAN

La Cucina di Pizzeria Venti 

254-1120

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View

www.pizzeriaventi.com

Fresh, Chef Inspired Italian Food

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

www.spalti.com

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Online Ordering-Catereing-Chef Rental

Sushi Workshops-Private Tatami Rooms 

Online Gift Card Purchase

fukisushi.com & facebook.com/fukisushi

MEXICAN

Celia’s Mexican Restaurants 
Palo Alto: 3740 El Camino Real

650-843-0643

Menlo Park: 1850 El Camino Real

650-321-8227

www.celiasrestaurants.com

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 

5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Siam Orchid 325-1994 

496 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto 

Organic Thai 

Free Delivery to 

Palo Alto/Stanford/Menlo Park 

Order online at 

www.siamorchidpa.com

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse 
321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Rated the BEST 
Chicago Style, 

Deep Dish 
Gourmet Pizza

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
424-9400

Order online at 
www.pizzachicago.com/

location-palo-alto

Since 1991, we have had 

the honor of serving the 

Bay Area & we thank you 

for your continued support.

of the week
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Eating Out
P aris Baguette doesn’t look 

much like Paris and, at least 
on one recent afternoon, 

baguettes were missing from its 
lavish collection of breads and 
pastries.

Not that the crowd seemed to 
mind. Dozens of patrons lolled 
around the pastry buffet with 
trays and tongs while others filled 
the benches and upholstered seats 
in the bakery’s expansive interior 
to sip coffee, munch on tiny hot 
dogs and type away on their lap-
tops. The atmosphere was a blur 
of action.

Located in the eclectic, caf-
feine-guzzling world of Palo Al-
to’s University Avenue, Paris Ba-

guette both reinforces downtown’s 

fast-paced vibe and stands out from 
the other coffee shops. With its blue 
neon lights, a spacious patio and 
prime location at the prominent 
corner of University and Waverley 
Street, the newest addition to the 
coffee scene practically screams 
out for attention.

Though Paris Baguette opened 
less than two months ago, the com-
pany’s logo — an Eiffel Tower fea-
turing the initials P and B on either 
side — is a common sight in Ko-
rea. The company was founded in 
1986 by a Korean pastry chef who 
received his training in France. Ted 
Kim, who manages the Palo Alto 
store along with Toby Yi, credited 

FOOD FEATURE

Customers at Paris Baguette choose from the long pastry buffet, left, and the dessert case, right.

Baking buzz
The Korean chain Paris Baguette brings a neon-lit, 

hectic world of pastries to Palo Alto
by Gennady Sheyner
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(continued on next page)

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti

happy holidays

Preparation: In a small bowl, lightly beat the eggs. Add the cheese and black 
pepper and set aside. In a medium skillet over low heat, cook the pancetta 
slowly, turning the pieces occasionally, for until they are cooked through and 
beginning to crisp. Meanwhile, bring a large pot of salted water to a boil over 
high heat. Add the spaghetti. Cook, until the pasta is al dente. Save 1 cup 
hot pasta water. Drain the pasta, add back the hot pasta water and return it 
immediately to the skillet. Stir to combine pasta and pancetta. Stir in the egg 
and cheese mixture and toss well to coat the pasta thoroughly to distribute it 
evenly.  Serve with a sprinkle of pecorino cheese. 

Spaghetti alla Carbonara

ground black pepper 

Spaghetti alla Carbonara 
The origins of Spaghetti alla Carbonara are obscure but few dishes conjure up 
a more loyal following. The name is derived from the Italian word for charcoal 
where the dish was made popular as a meal for the charcoal makers. Still 
others going so far as to say it was named for a secret society the “Carbonari” 
as tribute during Italy’s unifi cation.  Since the dish is unrecorded prior to 
1927 it will forever be intertwined with the closing days of World War II. And 
while some historians attribute its creation to hungry 

assumptions, it is most likely an old recipe passed 
down for generation to generation in the shepherding 

of perfection in pasta, surpassing even the more 
foundational Aglio e Olio (garlic and oil). In a good 
Carbonara, the creaminess comes not from cream, 
but from the perfect use of eggs against the residual heat of the spaghetti. 
Correctly done, spaghetti alla Carbonara is a textural and sensual study in 
classic cooking. Never made ahead of time, only to order, your culinary journey 

From our kitchen to yours. Buon appetito! 

Chef Marco Salvi, Executive Chef

 Page 19



Eating Out

Class Guide
W I N T E R

The Mountain View Voice Winter Class Guide is coming
The Mountain View Voice’s quarterly class guide is a well respected 

and useful reference to educational opportunities in our area.

To reserve space or for more information, 

please call your advertising representative or 

Irene Schwartz, 650.223.6580.

Deadline is November 30

In addition to your paid advertisement, 

descriptive listings of your classes can be 

submitted for inclusion in Class Guide.

Don’t miss this great 

opportunity to tell the 

community about your...

academic)

Amber India Restaurant Presents

SF Chronicle
Top 100 &

Zagat-Rated

Come for a quick mid-day getaway, featuring delicious contemporary 
Indian cuisine and affordable lunches.

Thali Lunch Special (includes two curries, salad, raita, naan, rice, dessert)

A la carte menu available too.

~PLUS~ Happy Hour! Seven days a week, from 4:30pm - 6:30pm

150 University Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 329-9644  |  www.amber-india.com

the chain for transforming the Ko-
rean pastry industry — and palates 
— by introducing the population to 
creamy buns, buttered croissants and 
other previously unheard-of French 
staples.

“Pastries didn’t really exist in Ko-
rea until then,” Kim said. “It was 
revolutionary in a sense that there 
was nothing like it there. Koreans 
didn’t really eat pastries — they’d 
eat more whole grain, barley and 
things of that nature. The new bak-
ery started introducing different 
creams and fruit.”

Over the past two-and-a-half de-
cades, Paris Baguette has blossomed 

into one of Korea’s most visible 
chains, with about 2,900 locations 
(it has another 50 in China and 17 in 
the United States). Even so, the Palo 
Alto bakery presents a major leap 
forward for the company. Unlike 
its other outlets in Korea and else-
where, which cater mostly to Asian 
patrons, the Palo Alto shop is target-
ing a much wider and more diverse 
base, Kim said.

Paris Baguette made its Bay Area 
debut in 2008, when Kim opened a 
shop in Santa Clara. But that store, 
like its predecessors, continues to 
focus on Asian customers, who 
make up about 75 percent of its cli-
entele. That location also looks far 
more quaint and traditional than the 

glassy, neon-lit shop on University 
Avenue. 

Kim called the Palo Alto location 
a “benchmark” store for the com-
pany and a “brand new redesign of 
the traditional Paris Baguette store.” 
With its modern, eye-catching decor 
— glass walls, mirrored ceiling, a 
mural featuring two lovebirds on a 
bicycle, and blue neon signs — the 
Palo Alto shop bears about as much 
resemblance to the familiar Parisian 
bakery as University Avenue does 
to the empty, cobblestoned French 
street featured on the company’s 
website. The Palo Alto location also 
features a more spacious seating 
area, a larger menu and stronger cof-
fee than the chain’s other outlets.

“The owner is particularly inter-
ested in the Palo Alto store because 
it’s probably the first store catering 
to non-Asians,” Kim said. “It’s a 
more ethnically diverse customer 
base in Palo Alto.”

Kim acknowledged that bringing 
a Paris Baguette to Palo Alto was a 
bit intimidating. The city’s down-
town artery, University Avenue, 
is already awash in coffee shops. 
Within a two-block stretch, a caf-
feine-craving student has a sea of 
options to choose from, including 
the familiar Peet’s and Starbucks, 
and Euro-themed bistros such as 
Cafe Epi and Cafe Venetia.

“There’s a lot of prestige that 
comes with being on University 
Avenue,” Kim said. “We were very 
excited but it was a little daunt-
ing.”

The most significant difference 
between the other Paris Baguette 
locations and the Palo Alto one, he 
said, is the coffee. Asian customers, 
Kim said, prefer their coffee more 
watered down. Other Paris Baguette 
locations use Boyd’s Coffee, which 
Kim said isn’t particularly strong. 
For the Palo Alto shop, the com-
pany hooked up with Ritual Coffee, 
a San Francisco-based roaster with 
a stronger blend. 

Staff members are taking their 
coffee-making duties seriously. 
The bakery’s baristas and manag-
ers were required to take six-week 
training courses to understand the 
different types of coffee and learn 
the craft of brewing, Kim said.

The menu is also expanding to 
accommodate local tastes and ap-
petites. The Palo Alto shop has 
recently added made-to-order hot 
sandwiches and pizzas to its long 
list of offerings.

“We can try a lot of new things 
here that aren’t in a lot of different 
stores,” Kim said.

But if Palo Alto is a new venture 
for Paris Baguette, the reverse is 
also true. Other coffee shops may 
come with their distinct flavors, 
specialties and soundtracks, but 
each offers a comfortingly familiar 
experience: You walk in, you place 
an order, you wait. If you’re lucky, 

you find a seat, open your laptop 
and enjoy a latte or a cappuccino to 
the sound of alternative rock, trip 
hop or ballads sung in Romance 
languages.

Paris Baguette is a different uni-
verse. To step inside the brightly 
lit bakery is to enter a busy, hectic 
world of conch pies, flaky feuil-
letines, sweet-rice donuts, walnut-
raisin baguettes, cellophane-cov-
ered loaves of “milk bread,” jars of 
jam, brightly colored fruit pastries 
and cakes topped with elaborate 
arrangements of kiwis, strawber-
ries, blueberries and creamy swirls. 
Workers wearing blue-and-white 
striped shirts and black berets re-
stock the bakery’s bountiful shelves 
while patrons amble around a buffet 
holding trays loaded with sesame-
coated buns, sweet-rice donuts and 
garlic-coated mini-croissants.

To the uninitiated, even a positive 
experience can feel a bit overwhelm-
ing. “I’ll need to come here every 
day for a year to try everything,” 
one seemingly satisfied customer 
told the cashier on a recent after-
noon. It’s a feeling that the restau-
rant’s bright art displays only rein-
force. Then there’s the self-serving 
system, which requires customers 
to load their trays and deliver them 
to the cashier who then places them 
into a cardboard box.

“The self-serve system is very 
new to people and we have to edu-
cate them,” Kim said. “There’s also 
the fact that we have over 200 dif-
ferent items that we sell in the store, 
including 80 or 90 that we make 
fresh every day.”

Paris Baguette is still a work in 
progress, but Kim said early results 
have been encouraging. Customers 
in Palo Alto, he observed, like to 
give their opinions. For some, it’s 
an adjustment, but most people have 
been offering positive reviews, he 
said. On one recent late afternoon, 
every seat was filled. Saturdays and 
Sundays are even more hectic, Kim 
said.

“We weren’t sure how people 
would respond to our product or 
our design because it’s so differ-
ent,” Kim said. “We took a gamble 
and the reception has been great so 
far.” 

(continued from previous page)
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Raspberry pastry, pain au raisin and green-pea pastry get served up at 
Paris Baguette.

Paris Baguette
383 University Ave., Palo Alto

650-838-0404

parisbaguetteusa.com

Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Fri.-Sat. 7 a.m.-11 p.m.

, y y y,

Support Local Business
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

Nativity 
scenes 

from 
distant 
nations 

gather in 
Palo Alto 

for annual 
exhibit

best places around to appreciate this diversity. 
Hancock is a longtime volunteer with the an-
nual Christmas crèche exhibit that’s now in its 
24th year there.

The five-day show features a varied array of 
about 500 crèches from 60-some countries, on 
loan from other churches as well as from Han-
cock and other individual collectors. It’s free, 
as are the periodic performances by musicians 

and marionette artists in the church.
Last year, the event drew nearly 10,000 peo-

ple from as far away as India, Italy, Australia 
and Singapore, says Teena James, who handles 
exhibit publicity. Hundreds of volunteers set 
up the show over six days, staff it and take it 
down. This season, the exhibit will be open 

F
(continued on next page)

 story by Rebecca Wallace | photographs by Kelsey Kienitz

or hundreds of years, countless 
artists have been depicting the 
same setting over and over — 
with remarkable diversity. From 
medieval ivory-carvers to con-
temporary craftsmen working in 
sheet metal, people keep creating 
nativity scenes with their own ma-
terials, styles and cultural influ-
ences.

A Christmas crèche may include 
a Chinese wise man with a long 
queue of hair, or a Native Ameri-

can tepee. The people smiling at 
the newborn Jesus could be made 
from banana fiber in Africa or 
white-washed clay in Bangladesh.

And the animals? Well, don’t al-
ways expect the traditional donkey 
or sheep.

“You might see puffins or pen-
guins,” Palo Alto resident Margue-
rite Hancock says.

Hancock’s church, the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints in Palo Alto, is one of the 

   
Far away    mangerin a 

Marguerite Hancock sits in her Palo Alto home with an Indian nativity scene from 
her collection.

Two crèches sit in Hancock’s home earlier ths week before going on exhibit. Top: A 
traditional marble scene from Italy. Above: A playful, musical African scene in cast bronze.
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Arts & Entertainment

TheatreWorks

The
Secret Garden
Book & Lyrics by Marsha Norman    Music by Lucy Simon
Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Now thru Dec 31 Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto
BRING THE ENTIRE FAMILY! theatreworks.org  650.463.1960

A BROADWAY MUSICAL HIT
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

DON’T 
DELAY!

Seats are 
going fast!

Correction:
The Nov. 25 issue of the Weekly listed 
the wrong venue for the Dec. 16 Mag-
nificat concert. It will be at the First 
United Methodist Church at 625 Hamil-
ton Ave. in Palo Alto. For more informa-
tion, go to magnificatbaroque.com. To 
request a correction, contact Managing 
Editor Jocelyn Dong at 650-223-6514, 
jdong@paweekly.com or P.O. Box 1610, 
Palo Alto, CA 94302.

Dec. 3 through Dec. 7, from noon to 
9 p.m., at the church at 3865 Middle-
field Road.

St. Francis of Assisi is credited 
with starting the crèche tradition 
in 1223, when he set up an outdoor 
manger scene in the Italian town 
of Greccio. It was what came to be 
known as a “living nativity,” with 
live animals and human perform-
ers. Scenes both living and static, 
indoor and outdoor, became popular 
in many countries and remain espe-
cially so in Italy, where a presepio, 
or crèche, is a common holiday sight 
in towns throughout the nation.

In Marguerite Hancock’s home, 
there are crèches nearly everywhere 
you turn. Even in the bathroom, 
where nativity figures line a shelf 
and a miniature scene that could 
fit in an orange peel stands over the 
sink. Christmas trees glow in the liv-
ing room, the dining area, children’s 
rooms.

Every year, the family starts deco-
rating for the holidays on Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, before the big exhibit 
set-up begins at the church.

“The spirit should start with me,” 
Hancock says.

At the moment, Hancock has sev-
eral of her own crèches set up at her 
house, to give a Weekly reporter a 
preview before they are moved to 

the church. A classic Italian scene 
greets visitors from atop a glossy 
grand piano. Carved from marble, 
the figures have elegantly draped 
robes. Mary holds her hands togeth-
er in prayer over the baby, and a par-
ticularly regal-looking man stands 
solemnly

“You can see that even a king has 
taken off his crown to acknowledge 
the king of kings,” Hancock says.

This scene used to be displayed 
in a Chicago department store, 
as far back as the years preceding 
World War II, Hancock says. She 
has bought other crèches in her trav-
els, and friends have also given her 
nativity scenes to add to her collec-
tion.

In a nearby window, another 
crèche is composed of metal sil-
houettes made from big oil drums 
in India. A cast-bronze crèche from 
Africa has Mary playfully swinging 
the baby high over her head as musi-
cians play a drum and xylophone.

In an Indonesian scene displayed 
on a kitchen island, the dark-wood 
figures have their arms bent so that 
either Mary or Joseph can hold the 
baby.

One of the works of art has special 
meaning to Hancock. It’s carved out 
of wood from the linden tree and 
comes from China, where Christi-
anity is a minority religion. A few 
years ago, Hancock decided to honor 
her Chinese ancestry by commis-
sioning a carver there to create a 
nativity scene.

The crèche merges Chinese influ-
ences with a more traditional look, 
Hancock says. She points out a roost-
er — good luck in China — standing 
with Mary, Joseph and Jesus. A wise 
man has a long braid down his back, 
and an angel is mounted on high 
with chopsticks.

Soon the crèche will be on view to 
the public, but for now Hancock has 
found the perfect place for it in her 
home — a 500-year-old, elaborately 
carved antique Chinese chest. 

What: The 24th annual Christmas 

crèche exhibit, with musical and mari-

onette performances

Where: The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints, 3865 Middlefield 

Road, Palo Alto

When: Dec. 3 through Dec. 7, noon 

to 9 p.m.

Cost: Free

Info: Go to christmascreche.org or 

call 650-856-3781. Events on open-

ing day include performances by the 

Zion Youth Choir at 4:30 p.m. and by 

the Menlo School Choir at 7 p.m., and 

marionette shows at 12:30, 1:30, 5:30 

and 6:30 p.m. A full schedule is online.

Crèche exhibit
(continued from previous page)

Left: A detailed look at 
the crèche that Marguerite 
Hancock commissioned from 
a woodcarver in China. Below 
left: Dark wood figures tell the 
nativity story with an Indonesian 
flair.
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Arts & Entertainment

Family
‘A Christmas Carol’

Young audiences can get a kid-
friendly introduction to theater — 
and to Dickens — with a special 
45-minute stage adaptation of “A 
Christmas Carol.”

Peninsula Youth Theatre per-
forms the play in Mountain View 
on Dec. 9 at 9:30 and 11 a.m.; and 
on Dec. 10 at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. An additional show at 7 p.m. 
on Dec. 9 offers cookies, cider and 
Christmas carols sung by young 
thespians in Victorian costumes.

Peninsula Youth Theatre often 
presents these abridged “Stories 
on Stage”; the current production 
was written for the theater group 
by Dexter Fidler. Michael Cham-
plin directs.

Performances are at the Moun-
tain View Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at 500 Castro St.; tickets 
are $8. For more, go to pytnet.org 
or call 650-903-6000.

Art
Esther Traugot

When artist Esther Traugot cov-
ers a branch with hand-dyed, hand-
crocheted bamboo yarn, she isn’t practicing 
crafting baby booties. She’s making an artis-
tic statement about seeing herself as a part of 
nature. Are her covers protecting the natural 
world, or controlling it? Viewers can decide.

“The meticulous act of crocheting mimcs 
the instinct to nurture and protect what is vi-
able, what is becoming precious,” Traugot said 
in a press release. “As in gilding, these false 
‘skins’ imbue the objects with an assumed de-
sirability or value; the wrapping becomes an 
act of veneration.”

Traugot, who has a master’s of fine art in 
studio art from Mills College, brings her own 
art to the Peninsula this month with an exhibi-
tion at the Community School of Music and 
Arts at 230 San Antonio Circle in Mountain 
View. Installations on display will include cro-
chet-covered trees that are 9 to 11 feet tall.

An opening reception with the artist is 
scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 9, with 
the show running through Jan. 22. Gallery 
hours are weekdays from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Go to arts4all.
org or call 650-917-6800, extension 306.

Creativity at Cubberley
Palo Alto’s Cubberley Community Center 

may no longer be a school, but its classrooms 

still bustle with plenty of activity. In E, F and 
U wings, the activity is especially creative. 
That’s where the Cubberley artists have their 
studios.

This Saturday, Dec. 3, the public can step 
inside the studios to meet the artists and view 
and purchase their artwork. A visitor might 
see a cast aluminum sculpture, or a stitched-
cloth art book, or a collage rich with layers of 
many materials.

At the same time, the Palo Alto Art Center 
(which has been temporarily displaced from 
its Newell Road home by 
major renovations) will 
hold its holiday family day 
at the Cubberley studios. 
Family-friendly craft ac-
tivities, music and food are 
planned, with art teachers 
at hand to assist.

Both events are free. The 
artists will open their stu-
dios from 1 to 5 p.m., and 
the art center’s family day 
runs from 2 to 4 p.m. For 
more information, go to 
cityofpaloalto.org/artcen-
ter or call 650-329-2366.

Music
Songs from north 
and south

Voice meets brass and 
English meets Catalan 
and Spanish in an inter-
national holiday program 
planned by the Midpenin-
sula choral group Schola 
Cantorum.

On Dec. 11, the Schola 
singers team up with 
the Oxford Street Brass 
ensemble to present “A 
Schola Cantorum Christ-
mas.” The program will 

begin with 90 vocalists surrounding the 
audience and singing “Silent Night,” then 
continue with other seasonal carols — in 
English, Spanish and Catalan. The “Carols 
and Lullabies of the Southwest” were com-
posed by Conrad Susa of the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music. The brass musicians 
will join in what is being billed as a “sur-
prise ending.”

The concert starts at 3 p.m. in the First 
Congregational Church of Palo Alto at 1985 
Louis Road. Tickets are $20 general and $5 
for children in advance, and $25/$10 at the 
door.

Schola Cantorum will also present its an-
nual sing-along “Messiah,” conducted by 
Schola music director Gregory Wait, at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 12. A chamber orchestra will play 
on the stage as audience members sing the 
choruses and arias. Scores will be available 
to borrow or buy.

The event is at the Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts at 500 Castro St. 
Admission is $20 general and $16 for seniors 
and students, with group discounts available. 
Go to scholacantorum.org or call 650-254-
1700.

Beta Collide
The members of the Oregon new-music 

ensemble Beta Collide say they focus “on the 
collision of musical art forms.” That means 
lowbrow and highbrow, improvisational, 
ambient, hectic, irreverent and playful. The 
ensemble is directed by flutist Molly Barth 
and trumpeter Brian McWhorter.

Tonight, Dec. 2, the group brings its sound 
to Stanford University, premiering new 
works penned by Stanford graduate compos-
ers. All the pieces were written in response 
to “Theme in Search of Variations III,” by 
Mark Applebaum, a member of Stanford’s 
composition faculty.

The concert begins at 8 p.m. in Campbell 
Recital Hall at 660 Lomita Drive on campus. 
Admission is free. For more about the per-
formers, go to betacollide.com.

Other Stanford Music Department per-
formances scheduled this weekend are: the 
Stanford Chamber Chorale at 8 p.m. Dec. 3 
in Memorial Church, and the Stanford Sym-
phony Orchestra at 8 p.m. Dec. 4 in Din-
kelspiel Auditorium. Details are at music.
stanford.edu.

Worth a Look

Grayson Richmond is haunted as Ebenezer Scrooge in 
Peninsula Youth Theatre’s “A Christmas Carol.”

The Oxford Street Brass ensemble will perform in a Christmas concert on Dec. 11 in Palo 
Alto.

“Stubs” is a collection of crochet-covered 
sticks by artist Esther Traugot.

Lyn H
ealy
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Movies OPENINGS

2 For 1: Moneyball (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: Noon, 2:10, 4:45 & 7 p.m.   Century 
The Ides of March (R) 20: Noon, 2:45, 4:55, 7:40 & 9:50 p.m.   

A Very Harold & Kumar Century 16: Noon, 4:55 & 10:05 p.m.; In 
Christmas (R) (Not Reviewed)   3D at 2:30 & 7:50 p.m.   Century 20: In 3D at 

12:30, 5:30 & 10:35 p.m.   

The African Queen (1951)  Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun. at 3:40 & 7:30 p.m.   

Arthur Christmas (PG)  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 4:35 & 9:25 p.m.; In 3D 
(Not Reviewed)   at 2:05 & 7 p.m.   Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 1:55 & 

4:25 p.m.; In 3D at 12:45, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15 & 10:45 
p.m.; In 3D Sat. also at 10:20 a.m.   

The Artist (PG-13)  Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 2:45, 5:15 & 7:45 p.m.; 
1/2   Fri.-Sun. & Thu. also at 4 & 6:30 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 

also at 9 & 10:10 p.m.   

The Bitter Tea of General Yen  Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 5:50 & 9:30 p.m.  
(1933) 

Chicago The Band Presents an Century 16: Tue. at 7 p.m.   Century 20: Tue. at 7 
Evening of Holiday Music and  p.m.  
Greatest Hits 

The Descendants (R) 1/2  Aquarius Theatre: 1:45 & 4:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun., 
Tue. & Wed. also at 1:15, 4, 7, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m.; 
Fri. & Sat. also at 10 p.m.; Mon. also at 1:15, 4, 7 & 
9:30 p.m.; Thu. also at 7:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11 
a.m.; 12:30, 1:40, 3:20, 4:20, 6, 7:10, 8:45 & 9:55 
p.m.   

Desk Set (1957)  Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun. at 5:35 & 9:25 p.m.   

Double Indemnity (1944)  Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.   

Five Graves to Cairo (1943)  Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 5:40 & 9:30 
p.m.   

Happy Feet Two (PG) 1/2  Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:50, 7:25 & 9:50 
p.m.; In 3D at 11:10 a.m.; 1:40, 4:10, 6:40 & 9:05 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 1:40, 4:15, 6:45 & 
9:15 p.m.; In 3D at 12:05, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45 & 10:15 
p.m.; In 3D Sat. also at 10:05 a.m.   

Hugo (PG) 1/2  Century 16: 11 a.m.; 4:45 & 10:30 p.m.; In 3D at 
1:55 & 7:35 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 5:05 & 
10:40 p.m.; In 3D at 12:35, 2:10, 3:35, 6:40, 7:55 & 
9:35 p.m.   

The Ides of March (R)  Century 16: 9:40 p.m.   

Immortals (R) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 4:20 & 10:10 p.m.; In 3D 
at 1:45 & 7:10 p.m.   Century 20: 1:55 & 7:30 p.m.; 
In 3D at 11:55 a.m.; 5:05 & 10:05 p.m.   

In Time (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 20: 2:50 & 7:55 p.m.   

J. Edgar (R)   Century 16: 12:10, 3:20, 6:30 & 9:35 p.m.   
Century 20: 12:25, 3:50, 7:05 & 10:20 p.m.   

Jack and Jill (PG) Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:25 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 12:40, 3, 5:30, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m.   

Like Crazy (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:15, 2:35, 4:55, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed) 

The Metropolitan Opera:  Century 20: Sat. at 9:30 a.m.   
Rodelinda  Palo Alto Square: Sat. at 9:30 a.m.  
 

The Metropolitan Opera:  Century 20: Wed. at 6:30 p.m.    
Satyagraha  Palo Alto Square: Wed. at 6:30 p.m. 

Midnight in Paris Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:15, 4:40, 7:20 & 9:45  
(PG-13) 1/2 p.m.   

The Muppets (PG)   Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:35, 4:10, 6:50 & 9:30 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; 12:20, 1:50, 3:05, 4:35, 
5:50, 7:20, 8:30 & 10 p.m.   

My Week With Marilyn Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.   
(R) 1/2  Guild Theatre: 1:30, 4:15, 7 & 9:45 p.m.   

Puss in Boots (PG)  Century 16: 12:20, 5 & 9:55 p.m.; In 3D at 2:40 
(Not Reviewed)  & 7:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 4:45 & 10:10 

p.m.; Sat. also at 10:25 a.m.; In 3D Fri.-Mon. & Thu. 
at 2:45 & 7:45 p.m.   

The Rocky Horror Picture Show Guild Theatre: Sat. at midnight.  
(R) (Not Reviewed) 

St. Olaf Christmas Festival LIVE Century 16: Sun. at 12:30 p.m.   Century 20:  
  Sun. at 12:30 p.m.   

Sunset Boulevard (1950)  Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 7:30 p.m.   

Tower Heist (PG-13)   Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 8 & 10:30 p.m.   
Century 20: 12:15, 2:55, 5:25, 8 & 10:30 p.m.   

The Twilight Saga: Breaking Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 2:10, 3:50, 5 & 10:10 p.m.; 
Dawn - Part 1 (PG-13)  Fri., Sat., Mon., Wed. & Thu. also at 12:30, 7 & 8:20 
(Not Reviewed)   p.m.; Sun. also at 7 & 8:20 p.m.; Tue. also at 12:30 

& 7:50 p.m.   Century 20: 6, 7, 7:50, 8:50, 9:45 
& 10:40 p.m.; Fri. also at 12:10 & 2:55 p.m.; Sat. 
also at 11:10 a.m.; 2, 2:55 & 4:50 p.m.; Sun. also at 
11:10 a.m.; 2 & 4:50 p.m.; Mon. & Thu. also at 11:10 
a.m.; 12:10, 2, 2:55 & 4:50 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it    Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View 
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City 
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com.

Showtimes for the Century 20 theater are for Friday through Monday and Thursday only, unless otherwise noted.

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce    400 Mitchell Lane    Palo Alto    650.324.3121    .PaloAltoChamber.com

harrington
design

Upcoming Events

              Townfest/Holiday Mixer
Wednesday  6   December 7  6   6–8 pm

Garden Court Hotel  6  520 Cowper Street  6  Palo Alto

Join the Chamber for a Gala Evening of   

Holiday Drinks, Hors D’oeuvres and End-Of-Year Networking Opportunities— 

All in a Festive Atmosphere.  

PLUS Official Installation: 2012 Board Officers

FREE!

Toy donations 
InnVision Opportunity Services Center Holiday Toy Shoppe   

Please Bring Unwrapped Gifts for Local, Low-Income Families 
Sponsor: Garden Court Hotel

foxsearchlight.com ©2011 TCFFC
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The Artist
1/2

(Palo Alto Square) Any filmgoer 
undaunted by something a little 
different will surely walk out of the 
brand-new silent film “The Artist” 
with a big, goofy grin. Though this 
pastiche has been crafted by film 
nerds and largely for them, Michel 
Hazanavicius’ feature has an emo-
tional generosity that speaks louder 
than words.

The picture’s underlying senti-
mentality makes it well-timed as a 
holiday release. Opening in 1927, 
“The Artist” begins with a black-
tie premiere of the latest silent 
film starring dashing all-purpose 
star George Valentin (Jean Dujar-
din). When Valentin stumbles into 
a spontaneous photo op with a girl 
named Peppy Miller (Bérénice 
Bejo), the ground for a relationship 
is paved. Plucked from obscurity 
and made the toast of the town, 
Peppy sees her star begins to rise in 
direct proportion to George’s fall, 
precipitated by the arrival of talk-
ies and the market crash of 1929.

Writer-director Hazanavicius 
mostly steers clear of comparisons 
to the era’s epics and great screen 
comics (though the film evokes 
Chaplin’s sweetness and romance), 
instead inhabiting the more man-
ageable territory of melodrama. 
Somewhat at odds with this ap-
proach are the film’s winking 
quality, its frequent lightness of 

The Artist -1:30, 2:45, 4:00, 5:15, 6:30, 
7:45, 9:00, 10:10 

The Artist -1:30, 2:45, 4:00, 5:15, 
6:30, 7:45

The Artist -1:30, 2:45, 4:00, 5:15, 7:45

The Artist -1:30, 2:45, 4:00, 5:15, 
6:30, 7:45

Fri and Sat 12/2-
12/3

Sun thru Tues 
12/4-12/6

Weds Only 12/7

Thurs 12/8
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

10:00 a.m. This Sunday: Vivaldi’s “Gloria” 
with Choir and Orchestra

Evening in Bethlehem, December 4, 6:00-7:30 
Live Animals, Food and Crafts

 

Come experience our new 5:00 p.m. service! Vibrant, Engaging and Arts-Based

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations
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Call for Nominations

Nomination Forms:
PaloAltoChamber.com and

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce
400 Mitchell Lane, Palo Alto

 650.324.3121

Nomination deadline: 
January , ,  pm

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission (P&TC) 
shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, December 14, 
2011 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, Civic Center, Palo Alto, 
California.  Any interested persons may appear and be heard on these 
items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main website 
at www.cityofpaloalto.org. and also at the Planning Division Front Desk, 
5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding the meeting date.  
Copies will be made available at the Development Center should City Hall 
be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

NEW BUSINESS.
Public Hearing:

1.  830 Los Trancos Road*:  Request by Jim Stoecker on behalf of Bert 
Bower and Jerome Shaw for Site and Design Review of the demolition 
of an existing home on a 9.45 Acre Open Space Zone parcel, and 
construction of a new two-story single family residence and pool 
house comprising 8,300 square feet of floor area, and associated site 
improvements including a lap pool. Environmental Review: An Initial 
Study/Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared. 

Study Session:

2.  Housing Element Update:  Review of properties for potential listing 
on Housing Sites Inventory, to be incorporated into Housing Element 
Update.

Questions.  For any questions regarding the above items, please contact 
the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441.  The files relating to these 
items are available for inspection weekdays between the hours of 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM.    This public meeting is televised live on Government Access 
Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 
disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, services 
or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the 
City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by 
e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams, 

Director of Planning and Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

 Planning & Transportation Commission

tone, but it’s part and parcel of 
this meticulous recreation of ‘20s 
cinema that it be wall-to-wall fun, 
even when Valentin finds himself 
in the throes of despair. (adding to 
the amusement, the director allows 
himself some aural flourishes, from 
the musical soundtrack to a couple 
of “Twilight Zone”-esque feints).

Employing the square-ish, old-
school “Academy ratio,” Frenchman 
Hazanavicius shot on location in 
Los Angeles, with mostly American 
supporting players. John Goodman 
strikes just the right notes as Kino-
graph Studios boss Al Zimmer, as 
does James Cromwell in the role of 
Valentin’s trusty valet; joining them 
are Penelope Ann Miller, Malcolm 
McDowell and Jack Russell ter-
rier Uggie (“Water for Elephants”), 
among other familiar faces. But the 
film belongs to the luminous Bejo 
and the facially flexible Dujardin, 
the director’s regular partner in 
the “OSS 117” spy spoofs of recent 
years. By way of proof, the actors 
take the screen in a jubilant tap-
dance finale.

The premise of a silent-film actor 
stymied by the arrival of sound has 
been done before (most memorably 
in “Singin’ in the Rain,” “Sunset 
Boulevard” and its equally immor-
tal Sid Caesar spoof “Aggravation 
Boulevard”), but the charms of “The 
Artist” are more in the execution 
than the subject matter. Hazanav-
icius’ work consistently impresses 
with its technical brilliance and fo-
cus on the more overtly poetic visual 
storytelling of the silent (as when 
feet trample George’s face on a rainy 
pavement’s discarded handbill). The 
acting is likewise inventive. In a nod 
to the silent clowns, Bejo has a bit in 
which she uses George’s tux jacket 
to enact a one-woman wooing.

In short, the eager-to-please “The 
Artist” thoroughly succeeds in its 
intentions. Add it to the long list 
of movies that joyously celebrate 
the movies.

Rated PG-13 for a disturbing im-
age and a crude gesture. One hour, 
41 minutes. 

— Peter Canavese

8:30 A.M., Thursday, December 15, 2011 Palo Alto 
Council Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton 
Avenue.  Go to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton 
Avenue to review filed documents; contact Diana Tamale for 
information regarding business hours at 650.329.2144.

3130 Hansen Way [11PLN-00096]:  Request by Hoover 
Associates on behalf of Leland Stanford Jr. University 
Board of Trustees for Architectural Review of a new 30,200 
square foot, two-story employee amenities building for 
Varian, to replace an existing 18,629square foot one-
story building,  in the Research Park (RP) zoning District.  
Environmental Assessment: A draft Initial Study and 
Negative Declaration have been prepared and the public 
comment period ended on November 21, 2011.  

4214 EL Camino Real [11PLN-00344]:  Request by OTO 
Development on behalf of Schnell Brothers Properties for 
Preliminary Architectural Review of a new four-story, 178 
room hotel (Hilton Garden Inn).  Zone District: CS.

3700 Middlefield Road [09PLN-0000170]:  Request by 
Public Works Engineering, on behalf of the City of Palo 
Alto, for Architectural Review of minor revisions to the 
previously approved project for a new 40,115 square 
foot library and 16,052 square foot community center 
and other site improvements. Zone: PF. Environmental 
Assessment: A Mitigated Negative Declaration was 
adopted June 6, 2008 in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

NOW PLAYING

J. Edgar 
(Century 16, Century 20) It seems like a 
winning formula: Unite an accomplished 
director (Clint Eastwood) with a gifted actor 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) to tell the story of a 
notable historical figure (J. Edgar Hoover). 
Sadly, Eastwood’s drab and awkward “J. 
Edgar” steers closer to the disappoint-
ments category. DiCaprio is slightly miscast 
as Hoover, the first and longest-tenured 
director of the FBI. Eastwood endeavors to 
cover a lot of territory in Hoover’s lengthy 
career, which spanned the better part of 
four decades. The film is interesting but not 
compelling, about a protagonist who is nei-
ther likable nor despicable. It’s a solid char-
acter study, but one better suited for the 
History Channel or an HBO special Rated 
R for brief strong language. Two hours, 17 
minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed Nov. 11, 2011)

Tower Heist 
(Century 16, Century 20) Ben Stiller plays 
Josh Kovacs, the building manager of a 
deluxe apartment in the sky, called simply 
“The Tower.” Josh’s tight ship hits an ice-
berg when he learns that penthouse tenant 
Arthur Shaw (Alan Alda) — who agreed 
to invest the pensions of the building’s 
staff — has committed securities fraud “of 
epic proportions,” losing the pensions in 
the process. When he becomes convinced 
that Shaw has $20 million in cash hidden 
in the apartment, Josh hatches a scheme 
to break in, steal the money and play Robin 
Hood to his devastated co-workers (fun 
fact: Stiller’s salary for the picture was $15 
million).  Rated PG-13 for language and 
sexual content. One hour, 45 minutes. — 
P.C. (Reviewed Nov. 4, 2011)

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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W ith the holiday season upon us, we asked 
local booksellers Kepler’s and Books 
Inc. to recommend their staffs’ top five 
picks for 2011.

Here are some of their favorites, which range from 
biographies to historical fiction.

“Steve Jobs,” Walter Isaacson, Simon & Schuster: 
Although written with Jobs’ cooperation, this biography 
offers a candid and often painfully 
truthful look at his life and career. 
Isaacson interviewed a variety of 
people associated with Jobs, both 
personally and professionally, many 
of whom openly painted both the 
good and the bad aspects of the late 
Apple leader.

Aside from the book’s in-depth 
look at Jobs the man, it is also a 
history of the most exciting time in 
the age of computers, as well as a 
textbook study of the rise and fall and rise of Apple and 
the brutal conflicts that ruined friendships and careers. 
And it is a gadget lover’s dream, with fabulous, inside 
accounts of how the Macintosh, iPod, iPhone and iPad 
came into being.

Having spent most of my life as a Silicon Valley-ite, I 
was fascinated by the insights into this brilliant, charm-
ing, loathsome, maddening, obsessive, complicated, and 
very private man. (Pam Grange, Kepler’s)

“Boomerang,” Michael Lewis, W.W. 
Norton & Company Inc.: With his trade-
mark readability, Lewis makes this book 
about the European debt crisis easy to en-
joy. He takes us through the history of the 
crisis, but adds to this some interesting 

and thought-provok-
ing ideas about how 
the national traits of 
each troubled coun-
try may have played 
into the ensuing mess. 

You may find your-
self repeating parts of this 
incredible story to anyone who 
will listen, or urging them to read 
it themselves. I can’t remember 
when I found a book about finance 
to be so engaging, and though ig-

norance may be bliss, I think this time around it pays 
to be more informed. This book will help get you there, 
painlessly. (Linda Reid, Books Inc.)

“The Cat’s Table,” Michael Ondaatje, Alfred A. 
Knopf, a division of Random House, Inc.: Three young 
boys set off on a three-week voyage bound for England. 
They pursue their own interests and intrigues with only 
slight supervision from a distant aunt and a glamorous 

cousin. Their home base is estab-
lished at the first ship’s dinner 
— they sit at the “cat’s table” set 
for single passengers, far from the 
captain’s glittery table.

They take to the journey with the 
thrill of a chase, often underfoot 
and always observant. I savored 
the boys’ roaming and chaotic 
behavior, picturing their wild-
ness and unmasked joy 
of youth. Ondaatje’s 
beautiful and 
elegant sto-
rytelling 
sk i l l s 

❉ ❉ ❉ H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S

Top picks
Local book sellers’ 

for 2011

Edited by Chris Kenrick

Staff  members from Books Inc. and Kepler’s 
list this year’s favorites
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Thursday, 8 December 2011
7 pm
Annenberg Auditorium
Cummings Art Building
Q&A with award-winning filmmakers
Amanda Pope and Tchavdar Georgiev

free and open to the public

SiCa / Terra Nova: 
Earth-World-Art
and
Camera as Witness, 
School of Education
present

www.unaff.org/2011/special.html

®

Shop & Dine California Avenue
This Holiday Season!

463 California Ave.
326-7762

360 California Ave.
326-9285

381 California Ave.
321-3234

410 California Ave.
323-0409

368 California Ave.
328-9400

415 California Ave.
326-9355

461 California Ave.
327-5665

395 California Ave
323-9068

kNow Knew 
Books
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weave magic and discovery into 
the book’s stories; back and forth 
through time, from incidents during 
the trip to their adult reminiscences 
of it, and its life-altering impact. 
(Marilyn Smith, Kepler’s) 

“We the Animals,” Justin Tor-
res, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Company: “We the 
Animals” is my favorite book of 
2011. This short autobiographical 
novel about three young brothers, 
their Puerto Rican father and white 
mother, is a roll-
er-coaster ride 
of powerful im-
ages, flashing 
before our eyes: 
the boys’ child-
hood in upstate 
New York, their 
abusive father, 
drinking, sex, 
poverty, vio-
lence, brother-
hood and ulti-
mately love. 

This book is made of moments of 
light and darkness, with a rhythm of 
a song, written in a language so pre-
cise, and so raw, you’ll want to read 
it aloud to experience the sound of 
its wild joy, with your “heart tick-
ing like a bomb.” (Aggie Zivaljevic, 
Kepler’s) 

“11/23/63: A Novel,” Stephen 
King, Scribner, a division of Si-
mon & Schuster, Inc.: The master-
storyteller has done it again. And 
this time it’s something completely 
different: a time-travel tale of the 
highest caliber.

A portal to 1958 is discovered 
in the pantry 
of a diner in 
a small town 
in Maine, and 
schoolteacher 
Jake Epping is 
given the task 
(by the dying 
owner of the 
diner), to go 
back to 1958, 
live through 
the next few 
years, and kill Lee Harvey Oswald 
before Oswald shoots JFK. What 
Jake discovers, though, is that the 
past is obdurate and does not want 
to change. Many obstacles (and a 
tall, beautiful librarian) are thrown 
in Jake’s path as he attempts his 
task.

Along the way we learn many de-
tails of Oswald’s life (surprisingly 
interesting) and are exposed to rich 
details of life in mid-20th-century 
America. The surprise ending is 
the finishing masterful touch to this 
gem of a novel. (Lori Haggbloom, 
Books, Inc.)

“The Outlaw Album,” Daniel 
Woodrell, Little Brown and Com-
pany, Hachette Book Group: Daniel 
Woodrell has aptly called his writ-
ing “country noir,” and his newest 
book, “The Outlaw Album,” does 
not disappoint. It’s a collection of 
stories that I found incredibly en-
gaging.

Woodrell writes with candor and 
authenticity. His descriptions are 

lush. The dialogue is mes-
merizing. The tension is me-
tered so well, the first page is 
just as exciting as the last. His 
characters are always unique, yet 
somehow seem familiar, and they 
tend to have a 
great amount 
of depth.

I have been 
a fan of Woo-
drel l ever 
since I read 
“Tomato Red.” 
Before that, I 
had never re-
ally consid-
ered myself a 
fan of noir. However, his brilliant 
writing opened my eyes to the pos-
sibilities of the genre.

“The Outlaw Album” is a perfect 
read for winter, when the weather is 
cold and the mind tends to wander. 
Curl up under your favorite blanket 
with this one. It’s sure to give you 
chills. (Anthony Ramirez, Books 
Inc.)

“In the Garden of Beasts: 
Love, Terror and an American 
Family in Hitler’s Berlin,” Erik 
Larson, Crown Publishing Group, 
a division of Random House, Inc.: 
In 1933 Hitler is only the newly ap-
pointed Chan-
cellor of Ger-
many. There 
are no SS, no 
Gestapo and no 
concentrat ion 
camps. The hor-
ror of the Third 
Reich is barely 
apparent, a few 
seemingly ran-
dom, if brutal, attacks on Jews and 
foreigners. The SA (the first Nazi 
paramilitary army) is filled with 
handsome young men and patriotic 
pride. The Nazis are the first party 
in 10 years to care about the needs 
of ordinary Germans in the midst of 
an economic disaster.

President Roosevelt must appoint 
a new ambassador to Germany and 
chooses a college professor, Wil-
liam E. Dodd. Neither Dodd nor the 
world has any idea what is about to 
be unleashed. Erik Larson takes us 
through the daily lives of the Dodd 
family as they are entertained by 
Goebbels and Himmler; as the am-
bassador meets the strange little 
Chancellor before he names him-
self Fuhrer; and as he desperately 
tries to convince a hostile State De-
partment of the horror that’s about 
to befall Europe. (Antonia Squire, 
Kepler’s)

“The Dovekeepers,” Alice 
Hoffman, Scribner, a division of 
Simon & Schus-
ter, Inc.: This is a 
spellbinding tale 
of the fall of the 
Second Temple 
of Jerusalem in 
70 CE, and of the 
subsequent take-
over of Herod’s 
fortress at Masa-
da by the Jewish 
rebels. It is a tale told through the 
eyes of four women, each of whom 

has many secrets, and 
who are bound together 

in mysterious and complex 
ways. We follow the lives of 

these women from their childhoods, 
through their various travels and 
travails, to their ultimate meeting 
in the dovecote of Masada, and 
through to the bittersweet end.

Told in Hoffman’s astonishingly 
lyrical and lush prose, this book has 
the feel of an ancient epic, and yet 
is very readable. Prepare to spend a 
few evenings reading late into the 
night, as it is (as they say) unput-
downable. (Lori Haggbloom, Books 
Inc.)

“The Tiger’s Wife,” Tea 
Obrecht, Random House:  From 
the very first pages, I felt as if I had 
just entered a temple and all of my 
prayers were an-
swered, at once. 
This is not an 
ordinary book; 
it’s one of those 
sacred books that 
bring miracles 
into people’s 
lives, with page 
after page bring-
ing me to tears. 
Obrecht’s writing is so evocative 
that every character, every place 
that she describes, becomes, or al-
ready is, part of my life. 

Natalia, a young doctor, is on a 
quest to unravel the mystery of her 
grandfather’s sudden departure and 
his abrupt death. Why did he leave 
to search for a deathless man of lo-
cal legend, and what does the love 
story between a young peasant girl 
and a wild tiger have to do with his 
disappearance? With her magical 
storytelling, Obrecht resurrects 
a whole lost world, a place and a 
country no longer on the map. (Ag-
gie Zivaljevic, Kepler’s)

“Saul Bass: A Life in Film & 
Design,” Jennifer Bass and Pat 
Kirkham, Laurence King Publish-
ing: You may not know the name, 
but you’ve definitely seen Saul 
Bass’ work, especially if you’re a 
film buff or a fan of graphic or in-
dustrial design. This gorgeous vol-
ume combines a 
nice overview of 
the designer’s life 
with an extensive 
sampling of his 
unique artistry, 
from pantyhose 
packaging and 
Kleenex boxes, 
to Case Study 
Houses, book 
jacket art, and opening sequences 
for television (Playhouse 90, Walt 
Disney Presents, The Frank Sina-
tra Show) and film (Anatomy of a 
Murder, Bunny Lake Is Missing, 
Vertigo, and Psycho — Bass story-
boarded the famous shower scene 
sequence for that film).

Bass worked and designed for 
more than 50 years. His work re-
mains as fresh and vital today as 
when it was first created. This book 
would be a fine addition to any de-
sign-lover’s library. (S.G. Mullin, 
Books Inc.) ■

Cover design by Shannon Corey.
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Welcome the 
Holiday Season with 
Poinsettia Dog from 
Patience Brewster

Fine Gifts and Jewelry from 
Around The World

342 State Street, Los Altos, CA 94022 
650.948.0198

We gift wrap and ship

(of equal or lesser value.  While supplies last.  Exp. Dec. 6th, 2011)

173 Main Street, Los Altos
 (650) 941-6043

Family 
Fun! 

Buy One Get One 50% OFF
GAMES!

 
(650) 948-2554

Cranberry Scoop
Unique Gifts

Complimentary Gift Wrap

Discover LOS ALTOS
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By Debbie Duncan

New books for kids encourage 
experimentation, exploration, 
invention and wonder. Remem-

ber, there is no better gift for a child 
than a book.

“Stars,” Mary Lyn Ray, illustrated 
by Marla Frazee; $17; Beach Lane/
Simon & Schus-
ter; ages 2-6: 
Stars take many 
forms in this 
gentle, glorious 
picture book. 
They’re “how 
you know it’s 
almost night,” 
or they’re drawn 
on shiny paper 
and put in your 
pocket. They’re found in gardens and 
snowflakes, and given as rewards, 
among other things. “Stars” will in-
spire little ones to look for stars in the 
natural and celestial world. Parents 

will find it a perfect bedtime read-
aloud.

“Eleven Experiments that 
Failed,” Jenny Offill, illustrated by 
Nancy Carpenter; $17; Schwartz & 
Wade/Random House; ages 4-8: An 
enterprising young scientist tests her 
hypotheses 
with 11 off-
the-wall ex-
periments. 
C h i l d r e n 
will prob-
ably figure 
out that a 
kid can’t “make it through the win-
ter eating only snow and ketchup” or 
that yodeling loudly will speed up a 
boring car ride, but that’s the fun of 
this inventive book with terrific ap-
peal for local families. Isn’t failure 
a prerequisite to success in Silicon 
Valley?

“Wonderstruck,” Brian Selznick; 
$30; Scholastic; ages 9 and up: Here 
is a modern masterpiece that inter-
twines words and pictures to tell the 
story of two deaf children separated 
by 50 years who find each other 
thanks to a shared love of collecting, 
museums and a longing for family. 

“Wonderstruck” 
is the best book 
about kids run-
ning away to a 
New York City 
museum since 
E.L. Konigs-
burg’s “From 
the Mixed-Up 
Files of Mrs. 
Basil E. Frank-
weiler” and is destined to be equally 
revered as a timeless classic. 

“Around the World,” Matt 
Phelan; $25; Candlewick; ages 9-12: 
How appropriate to use the graphic 
novel format to map the journeys 
and explain the motivation of three 
intrepid travelers near the end of the 
19th century who were inspired by 
Jules Verne’s “Around the World in 
Eighty Days” to circumnavigate the 
globe.

Reporter Nelly Bly staged a race 
against time. She also sounded like 
Steve Jobs 
when a dress-
maker told her 
he couldn’t 
have a dress 
“ that wil l 
stand constant 
wear for three 
months” made 
for her that 
day. Nelly told him: “Nonsense. If 
you want to do it you can do it.” He 
did. And she did too, completing 
her journey in 72 days.

By riding a high-wheeled bicycle 
13,500 miles over nearly three years, 
former Colorado miner Thomas Ste-

vens promoted bicycling and person-
to-person diplomacy like no one be-
fore him.

Joshua Slocum took more than 
three years to sail solo around the 
Earth — a trip filled with rough seas, 
pirates and the ghosts of his deceased 
wife and children. Perfect, in other 
words, for young readers.

“Bigger than a Bread Box,” 
Laurel Snyder; $17; Random House; 
ages 9-12: 
Without warn-
ing and in the 
middle of the 
school year, 
12-year-old Re-
becca’s mother 
whisks Re-
becca and her 
baby brother 
away from their 
father and their 
Baltimore home to Gran’s house in 
Atlanta. Rebecca is lost, lonely and 
mad as all get-out at her mom. And 
then she finds a magic bread box that 
gives her whatever she wants as long 
as the wished-for item fits inside the 
bread box. Rebecca gets a book, an 
iPod, a diamond, a thousand dol-
lars — even a jacket just like the 
most popular girl at her new school 
wears. But where is everything com-
ing from? Is magic making things 
better, or perhaps worse? And what 
good is magic when it can’t give Re-
becca what she really wants, for her 
parents to get back together so she 
can return home to Baltimore?

Readers will gladly become caught 
in the magical trap Rebecca weaves 

for herself and root for her no matter 
how many mistakes she makes in the 
believable unbelievable world that is 
“Bigger than a Bread Box.”

“Trapped: How the World 
Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 
Feet Below the Chilean Desert,” 
Marc Aronson; $17; Atheneum/Si-
mon & Schuster; ages 9 and up: 
Aronson’s survival story of last year’s 
Chilean mining disaster and rescue 
chronicles events both below ground 
and above for 
the 69 days that 
33 miners were 
trapped deep in 
the earth.

Major char-
acters include 
geologists and 
other scientists 
and mathemati-
cians the world 
over, NASA isolation specialists, 
Chilean elected officials and citizens, 
and of course the miners themselves 
and their families. Aronson uses ge-
ology, history, psychology, mythol-
ogy and first-person interviews to 
make young readers feel as if they’re 
right there in the Chilean desert, ei-
ther helping rescuers devise a suc-
cessful method to bring the miners to 
the surface, or in the “underground 
burrow” with the trapped men. ■

Stanford resident Debbie Dun-
can is the author of a new eBook, 
“Caller Number Nine.” She has 
reviewed children’s books for 
the Weekly since 1997. Her com-
plete reviews are available at  
www.debbieduncan.com.

Children’s books 
inspire readers  

of all ages
Stories take the imagination 

from inside a bread box to 
around the world
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T his year, in light of the re-
cession and the need to have 
delicious, nutritious and inex-

pensive meals, I have chosen cook-
books that I hope are user-friendly 
and creative, using fresh, easy-to-
obtain ingredients. I tested the reci-
pes in my home kitchen. I’ve also 
recommended books with authors’ 
reflections about food. 

“Best of the Best Cookbook 
Recipes: The Best Recipes from 
the 25 Best Cookbooks of the 
Year,” Food and Wine Books, 2011, 
279 pages, hardback, $32.99: This 
book is a good compilation of recipes 
from some of the best-known chefs 

working today. 
I liked the va-
riety — Mexi-
can, French, 
Italian as well 
as other styles 
— covering 
every category 
of food. I made 
the Butter 
Lettuce Salad 
with Tarragon and Citrus Vinaigrette 
on page 190. It combines lemon 
juice, lime juice, mustard and tarra-
gon, giving the lettuce a refreshingly 
sweet flavor. The Roast Chicken with 
Basil, Scallions, Lemon Butter and 
Potatoes (p.88) uses the technique 

of putting the spices under the skin, 
which always gives a nice infusion 
of flavor into the chicken as well as 
crispy skin. This is a good choice of 
cookbook for those who want to try 
something new.

“Off the Menu: Staff Meals 
from America’s Top Restau-
rants,” by Marissa Guggiana, Wel-
come Books, 2011, 287 pages, hard-
back, $40: 
This book, 
similar to the 
“Best of the 
Best” cook-
book, is a 
sample of reci-
pes from some 
of the best res-
taurants in the U.S., including Hat-
field’s (Los Angeles), Commander’s 

Dr. Brynn H. Ewen, D.P.M., Foot And Ankle Specialist
Book online at stridewellbeing.com 512 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, 650-323-2200

Call **STRIDE (**787433) from your mobile phone to like us on facebook 
and get $20 off your next spa service.

A medical spa dedicated to your feet.   

WELLBEING
FOR YOUR 
FEET.

THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS
LEARNING IN GERMAN AND ENGLISH

Get your Holiday shopping
done in a fun, festive 
atmosphere!

Handmade arts and crafts 
children activities

 music and performances.
 German Food

And Santa will 
visit too!

Web: www.gissv.org | Email: office@gissv.org | Phone: 650 254 0748

German Holiday Market
Weihnachtsmarkt

Saturday, 
December 3, 2011
3pm to 7pm

Admission Free

GISSV Campus
310 Easy Street
Mountain View

Chefs’ favorites and one-dish meals 
inspire holiday cooking ideas

In tender memoir, local chef Donia Bijan 
pays tribute to her mother

by Anne Sturmthal Bergman

(continued on next page)
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Fine Crafts  HOLIDAY FAIR Local Artists
December 2, 3, 4, 2011

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5
Hoover House (aka “The Girl Scout House”)

1120 Hopkins, Palo Alto
for information:

650-625-1736 or TheArtifactory@aol.com
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Place (New Orleans), Cinque Terre 
(Portland, Maine) as well as some 
that are lesser-known. There are 
brief interviews with each chef with 
the so-called “Escoffier Question-
naire” — questions about the chef’s 
favorite foods, last meal, where they 
shop and what kind of chocolate 
they prefer. This is a well-organized 
cookbook that is not intimidating. 
I made Baked Eggplant and Riga-
toni with Homemade Ricotta (not as 
hard as one imagines, and twice as 
good!) on page 193. For those who 
love eggplant, this is hard to beat.

“Perfect One Dish Dinners: 
All you Need for Easy Get-to-
gethers,” Pam Anderson, Hough-

ton, Mifflin, 2010, 266 pages, hard-
back, $32: This is a fairly unadorned 
cookbook with not too many frills 
and some ter-
rific recipes. 
The recipes 
are simple, 
use fresh in-
gredients and 
herbs, and are 
very tasty. I 
made Lamb 
and Potato 
Stew with Lemon and Dill (p. 101-
102). It is a nice winter stew, which 
was easy to put together and merci-
fully allowed for the use of frozen 
pearl onions, which are difficult and 
time-consuming to peel when fresh. 
I also made Pork Stew with Sweet 

Potatoes and Prunes (p. 58), which 
would be perfect for a cold rainy day. 
This book is a good choice for those 
winter nights that cry out for some 
hearty dishes. I recommend it for its 
ease of use and nice new twists on 
some classic recipes. And one-dish 
meals make for very easy clean up.

“Alone in the Kitchen With an 
Eggplant: Confessions of Cook-
ing for One and Dining Alone,”
edited by Jenni Ferrari-Adler, Riv-
erhead Books, 2007, 170 pages, pa-
perback, $14: This collection of short 
stories, by the likes of Laurie Colwin, 
Marcella Hazan, Anne Patchett, Dan 
Chaon, M.F.K. Fisher and others, 
is a compendium of attitudes about 
eating alone. Some stories present 
the problem 
of cooking in 
tiny New York 
apa r tments ; 
some describe 
not enjoying 
eating alone. 
One author 
eats spaghetti 
all the time; 
another de-
scribes con-
suming mostly Trader Joe’s food. 
There are some recipes, but that is not 
really the point. This book is about 
the love of food, and the loneliness 
— or not — of eating alone. The di-
versity of experience is remarkable. 
Hazan, who hates to eat alone, in-
spires herself by cooking something 
with aroma and flavor that “jogs” her 
appetite: anchovies. Phoebe Nobles 
ate asparagus for two months. Jeremy 
Jackson eats beans. Haruki Muraka-
mi declared the year 1971 as the year 
of spaghetti. This book is amusing, 
charming, sometimes poignant and 
always entertaining.

“Maman’s Homesick Pie: A 
Persian Heart in an American 
Kitchen,” Donia Bijan, Algonquin 
Books of Chapel Hill, 2011, 250 
pages, hardback, $19.95: This book 
by the local chef and author is a 
fitting tribute to her late mother, a 
Persian woman, displaced from her 
home, who passed along her love 
of food and family to her daughter. 
Bijan became 
a profession-
ally trained 
chef who cre-
ated her own 
r e s t a u r a n t , 
L’amie Do-
nia, in Palo 
Alto, which 
she closed in 
2004, much to 
the regret of 
many locals. Food is the currency of 
love in this beautiful, tender book. I 
made Pomegranate Granita (p. 26-
27) using pomegranate juice sold 
at the Menlo Park Farmers Market. 
This granita brings up fantasies of 
caravansaries and oases with palm 
trees and is as exotically colored and 
sweet of taste as imagined. This is a 
cookbook with a big heart.

I can picture myself, curled up in 
front of the glowing fireplace, the 
rain wrapping around my house, with 
a nice plate of stew and one of the two 
books about a life with food, basking 
in the pleasure of cooking and sur-
rounded in my imagination by all the 
other people eating alone. 

Anne Sturmthal Bergman is a 
freelance writer in Menlo Park.

Featuring Free-Range Chicken and 
Niman  Ranch Beef Prepared to 

Perfection by Our New Executive Chef José
Who Joins Us From Bistro Elan

WE ARE OPEN

❉ ❉ ❉ H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S

(continued from previous page)

Good for Business. 

Good for the Community.
Good for You.

The online guide 
to Palo Alto businesses

Visit ShopPaloAlto.com today
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On a crisp blue early January morning, Sheri 
G. sat on the railing just outside her boyfriend’s 
fi fth-story apartment, her feet dangling over the 
street beneath her.

Alienated, angry, and depressed, she’d done 
drugs most of the night, and a day after escaping 
yet another recovery program. She pleaded to 
no one around, “Why can’t I stop doing this?” 
Whether a cry for help or an act of spite, she 
scooted forward ... just inches ... out into the cool 
mid-morning air. And 50 feet down. 

Few people survive a three-story fall, let alone 
a fi ve-story plunge. Sheri shattered her ankle, 
fractured her back, ruptured her spleen, and 
lacerated her liver.

Miraculously, she lived. Even more miraculous 
is what she’s done since, overcoming her 
addiction and the mental illness that fed it. Sheri 
suffered what was diagnosed as bipolar affective 
disorder.

Sheri’s father was a truck driver, her mother a 
homemaker. Her older brother excelled at sports. 
Her elder sister wore a homecoming queen’s 
crown. But at the young age of 11, Sheri started 
cutting her self, using self-torture to sedate her 
already emerging inner demons.

At 14, her parents divorced. Not long after, her 
grandfather died. Her father became despondent. 
Sheri “self destructed.”

In junior high, she started drinking. In 
high school, she began using hard drugs. She 
dropped out, seeking drugs even at the cost of 
selling herself. For a time, she lived in her Ford 

LTD. At one point, she weighed only 98 pounds. 
She eventually landed in prison for two years.

Despite her seemingly bleak situation, Sheri 
earned her GED while in prison. She won a 
“Spark Plug Award” from her fellow inmates for 
being optimistic and the one among them who 
always seemed so willing to help. She emerged 
from prison with hopes of turning her life around 
in the outside world.

But those hopes dimmed, and quickly. She 
worked, but had trouble keeping a job. With her 
mental state on a perpetual roller coaster, she fi led 
10 W-2s with the IRS in one year alone. Over 
time, she was in and out of 22 different recovery 
programs. She was, as she described herself, “a 
time-bomb ticking.”

Finally, during one holiday season, her 
employer sent her to a 30-day inpatient recovery 
program. In early January, she wound up in 
mental lockdown. She escaped, relapsed into 
drugs within hours, and sought refuge with her 
boyfriend. While he was in the shower, she went 
to -- and then over -- the railing.

She woke up in intensive care to discover her father 
crying at her bedside, a faint awareness she was 
loved, and a feeling that things were going to be fi ne.

Her survival may have been astounding, but her 
recovery wasn’t. She spent a month in intensive 
care and the next six on her back. She underwent 
four surgeries. She managed a series of part-time 
jobs but chronic pain kept her from working 
much.

Now, years later, thanks in part to Caminar, 

the 49-year-old owns a hopeful future instead of 
a troubled past. In 2005, she at tended Caminar’s 
Transition to College program. There, she met 
Jobs Plus program director Michael Schocket, 
who saw in Sheri someone who was eager, 
intelligent and, most of all, who had lived the 
experiences of so many Caminar clients.

Sheri is now an employee of Caminar’s Jobs 
Plus employment program, helping individuals 
get established in new jobs even though, once 
upon time, she couldn’t keep one of her own. She 
meets with each of her clients at least four hours 
a week, to make sure they understand their duties, 
their schedules, and the life skills it takes to make 
it in the workplace.

One client with a severe stutter and learning 
disabilities had trouble looking people in the 
eye. Sheri spent time coaching her how to make 
personal contact. Today the 21-year-old is a 
courtesy clerk training to become a cashier.

Despite her desperate leap into oblivion, Sheri 
has become a testament to the human capacity to 
overcome adversity. She’s enormously grateful to 
all those who helped her along —like Caminar — 
and she’s focused her energies on helping others 
turn the corner as she did.

You, too, can contribute to rebuilding lives, by 
giving generous ly to support Caminar. People like 
Sheri will be forever thankful. Approximately 90¢ 
of every dollar donated goes directly to support 
our program services.

{By Patrick Houston}

Please send your gift to: Caminar, 3 Waters 
Park Drive, Suite 200, San Mateo, CA 94403 or 
go to www.caminar.org.

Caminar is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t corporation. Our federal tax 
ID number is 94-1639389. Your contribution is tax-deductible as 
allowed by law.

An extraordinary story of survival, 
resilience, and hope

With Your Help
we can change the 
lives of those with 

mental illness in our 
community so they 
live independently 
and with dignity.

GIVE TODAY
www.caminar.org

“ Caminar 
saved my life.”

- Sheri G.

Visit www. caminar.org or call (650) 372-4080

thanks its supporters:

for Mental Health

❉ ❉ ❉ H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S

by Jocelyn Dong

W hen it comes to support-
ing charities, many people 
think strictly of donating 

money. But this holiday season, a 
handful of retailers in the Palo Alto 
area hope people consider another 
option. 

The stores — from a high-end 
women’s boutique to a shop that of-
fers local artisans’ works — donate 
their profits to charity, allowing 
customers to buy items while also 
helping those less fortunate. 

Barbara Bartlett of Woodside re-
cently stopped by the United Nations 
Association Gift Shop in downtown 
Palo Alto, as she does every holiday 
season. There, she browsed for gifts 
among the items largely made by 
Third World craftspeople as well as 
boxes of UNICEF holiday cards.

“It’s a wonderful organization — 
saving the children,” Bartlett said as 
she checked out. 

At the Emerson Street store, a dis-
play of sturdy hand-woven baskets 
by Namibian women greets custom-
ers on one shelf, while brightly col-

ored animals, carved and painted by 
Zapotec Indians of Oaxaca, Mexico, 
fairly leap off another.

Each product seems to have a sto-
ry. Aprons and perfume sachets were 
sewn and embroidered by mothers 
of disabled children in Zimbabwe, 
whose communities have shunned 
them. Villagers living near the Tian 
Shan mountain range in Kyrgyzstan 
turned to making felted ornaments 
when local factories shut down.

Felt-making is considered an 
ancient art in Central Asia, 
and the craftspeople have 
long used wool as part of 
building their yurts, said 
Shelly Koska, a volunteer 
buyer and manager for the 
gift shop. The store purchas-
es the ornaments from a non-
profit that helps distribute the vil-
lagers’ products around the world. 

In addition to supporting 
craftspeople by carrying their work, 
the gift shop donates part of its pro-
ceeds to UNICEF and part to the 
local United Nations Association 
chapter, which hosts educational 

events, such as the annual United 
Nations Association Film Festival.

The store is managed by volun-
teers.

Allied Arts Guild
Closer to home, Lucile Packard 

Children’s Hospital benefits from 
sales at the Artisan Shop in Menlo 
Park’s Allied Arts Guild. 

Housed in a historic Spanish 
Colonial complex on Arbor 

Road, where photographer 
Ansel Adams once had a 
studio, the Artisan Shop 
sells a variety of items. 
They include handmade 
pieces by a few dozen 

professional artisans and 
guild members; retail items 

ordered by the store’s buyers; and 
donated vintage, collectible, and 
crystal goods, of which 100 percent 
of sales revenue go to the hospital, 
according to store volunteers. 

This month, along with scarves, 
baby clothes, jewelry, dinnerware, 
art and more that the shop normally 

stocks, Christmas merchandise fills 
the shelves.

One “signature” item, carried ev-
ery year, is a hand-knit Christmas 
stocking, said shop volunteer Mar-
ion Goodkind. The wool stockings 
were first made about 15 years ago 

by a member of the guild, a mother, 
and the work has since expanded to 
her daughter and friends. 

Goodkind recently picked up a $60 
green, red and white stocking adorned 

Local shops offer 
merchandise that benefits 

charities close to home 
and around the world

Gifts that keep

on giving

❉

❉

The Allied Arts Artisan Shop in Menlo Park is filled with a variety of 
goods, from the hand-made to vintage. 
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healthy is...

sequoiawomen.org 

Sequoia Hospital is proud to support the San Francisco Bay 
Area Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® 

Personalized Care
Saturday Appointments
Patient Navigator
Digital Mammography
Integrated Healthcare

Schedule your mammogram 
today by calling 
650-367-5536 

FinishingTouches
A HOLIDAY TOUR  

OF FINE HOMES &  BOUTIQUE

DECEMBER 2–3

 WWW.JUNIORLEAGUEHOMETOUR.COM

526 Waverley Street Downtown Palo Alto

10% Off all Lego Duplo
Big Lego bricks for their little hands!

See store for details.

H A P P Y  H O L I D AY S

with a fuzzy-bearded Santa.
“You can’t find this anywhere,” 

Goodkind said, cradling it in her 
hands. “It’s a labor of love.” 

Ceramic artist Lee Middleman of 
Portola Valley stopped by to drop 
off some of his vases.

“It’s a real nice feeling,” he said 
of the fact that store profits are do-
nated to the children’s hospital. “It’s 
a good, synergistic thing. I make 
lower-priced work (for the shop), 
priced so it will sell.” 

Middleman’s recent works — el-
egantly rounded vases that had been 
precisely glazed — were priced in 
the $70 and $110 range. 

“The benefit to me is in the ex-
posure,” he said, adding that people 
have told him they first saw his work 
at Allied Arts.

Running a store that benefits a 
nonprofit — and staffed by volun-
teers — can be challenging, said 
Tita Kolozsi, a volunteer and a ce-
ramic artist whose works are dis-
played at the shop.

“It’s not easy for any kind of arti-
san shop nowadays to stay in busi-
ness,” Koloszi said.

Shop director Elaine Scotten relies 
on four volunteers who work full-time 
and 18 volunteers who take shifts at 
the store each week. The shop do-
nated about $30,000 to the children’s 
hospital this past year, she said. 

At Town & Country Village shop-
ping center in Palo Alto, the bou-
tique In Her Shoes looks like any 
other shop for the well-heeled, with 
high-end merchandise and spacious, 
well-lit displays. And it is, except 
that its profits go to the Global Fund 
for Women, a grant-making founda-
tion that invests in women-led orga-
nizations worldwide.

Most customers don’t even re-
alize the store is a nonprofit, one 
salesclerk said. Its mission is not 
announced to shoppers, save for a 
display about the Global Fund along 
one wall.

Among the merchandise sold at 
In Her Shoes are Anyi Lu pumps, 
handmade in Italy. The shoes — in 
chocolate, taupe, gold and leopard 
print — cost about the same as at 
other retailers, up to $425.

There are also Frye leather boots, 
priced in the $300-$500 range, 
Skechers flats, and rhinestone-en-
crusted silver sandals by Vera Wang 
Lavender.

A black cashmere hoodie with 
grey knit lining by OATS retails for 
$150.

Some brands, including Frye 
boots, discount the price of their 
merchandise to In Her Shoes, in or-
der to boost the amount that is do-
nated to the Global Fund, according 
to the fund’s website. 

Pamela Rosekrans originally 
launched the venture in downtown 
Palo Alto in 2006. She takes no sal-
ary herself, the website stated.

Other retail avenues for benefiting 
charity this holiday season include 
numerous second-hand shops that 
support local nonprofits. For-profit 
stores also are hosting one-time 
events, such as a Dec. 3 art show 
and sale at Gitane in Town & Coun-
try Village, which will benefit the 
Global Fund for Women. ■

Palo Alto Weekly Editor 
Jocelyn Dong can be emailed 
at jdong@paweekly.com.

(continued from previous page)
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Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
Women’s soccer: Stanford vs. Florida 

St. in College Cup semifinals, 2 p.m., 
ESPNU

Women’s volleyball: Sacred Heart at 
Stanford, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
Girls’ volleyball: Palo Alto vs. Mary-

mount in CIF state finals, 7 p.m., Comcast 
Sports Net Bay Area

Women’s volleyball: Baylor-Michigan 
winner at Stanford, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 
FM)

Sunday
Women’s soccer: College Cup finals, 

10 a.m., ESPNU

Men’s basketball: North Carolina 
St. at Stanford, 1 p.m.; Fox Sports Net; 
KNBR (1050 AM)

Women’s basketball: Stanford at 
Fresno St., 2 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

Palo Alto seniors Maddie Kuppe (lower left), Melanie Wade (19) and a smiling Kimmy Whitson show off the NorCal Division I trophy the Vikings captured on 
Tuesday night during a sweep of Menlo-Atherton. The triumph earned Palo Alto a second straight trip to the CIF Division I state championship match on Saturday.

K
yle Terada/Terada Photo

Palo Alto seniors B.J. Boyd (9) and Dre Hill (32) need to play big roles 
Friday night in the CCS Open Division final against Bellarmine.

CCS FOOTBALLWOMEN’S SOCCER

Stanford goes
after its first
NCAA title

by Rick Eymer

P erhaps the biggest disap-
pointment for the Stanford 
women’s soccer team last 

year was not being able to unveil 
its “100th NCAA title” banner they 
had hidden at the championship site 
in Cary, N.C.

The Cardinal needed to beat Notre 
Dame in the finals to do that, but it 
didn’t happen.

There are no plans to bring out 
a “102nd NCAA title” banner this 
weekend. It just doesn’t have that 
historic feel to it, even though a vic-
tory by the Cardinal would be just 
that.

Top-ranked and top-seeded Stan-
ford (23-0-1) will continue its quest 

It will be
a battle of
the buddies

by Keith Peters

B .J. Boyd and Travis McHugh 
helped put Palo Alto on the 
sporting map in 2008. The 

two were teammates on the Palo 
Alto Babe Ruth 14-year-old all-star 
baseball team that qualified for the 
World Series — a first for the pro-
gram and the city.

Boyd and McHugh will attempt to 
provide another sporting first on Fri-
day night. This time, however, they 
won’t be doing it as teammates.

Boyd, along with John Dickerson 
(another Babe Ruth teammate), will 
be wearing the colors of Palo Alto 
High while McHugh will be playing 
for Bellarmine Prep when the teams 
meet for the Central Coast Section 

(continued on page 39)(continued on page 38)

Richard C
. Ersted

State finals will be the last test
Palo Alto girls will play for a second straight championship on Saturday after beating Menlo-Atherton for NorCal title

by Keith Peters

D ave Winn may not have a 
degree in education, but that 
hasn’t stopped him from 

teaching up a storm with his Palo 
Alto girls’ volleyball team this sea-
son.

After winning last year’s CIF Di-
vision I state championship with a 
gaudy 41-1 record, Winn knew that 
his team needed to be tested more in 
2011 if the Vikings were to return to 
the state finals.

So, like some fiendish professor 
with a penchant for grading tests, 
Winn lined up the toughest schedule 
possible for his Vikings — includ-
ing an invitation to the prestigious 
Mitty Tournament plus nonleague 
matches with defending Division II 
state champ St. Francis and 2011 Di-
vision II state finalist Presentation.

Palo Alto came away from those 
six matches with just a 3-3 record, 
but the lessons learned from the 
competition — and losses — were 

invaluable.
“The Mitty Tournament was a 

real wakeup call,” said Paly senior 
setter Kimmy Whitson. “It was the 
best thing that could happen to us. It 
was good for us to see how good we 
could be. It was a real turning point 
in the season.”

Palo Alto bounced back from 
a 2-2 performance at Mitty to up-
end Presentation and then lose to 
St. Francis, both on the Vikings’ 
court.

“It was great to be tested along the 
way,” Whitson said.

Since that loss to St. Francis on 
Sept. 26, the Vikings haven’t lost. 
They’ll take a 20-match winning 
streak into Saturday’s CIF Division 
I state championship finale against 
Marymount (Los Angeles) at Con-
cordia University at 7 p.m.

The match will be televised by 
Comcast Sports Net Bay Area.

(continued on page 35)

SHOCKING DEATH . . . Stanford 

football assistant coach Chester Mc-
Glockton, who served on Stanford’s 

staff for the past two seasons, passed 

away earlier this week. He was 42 

years old. The cause of death was 

not immediately announced. “Every-

one in the Stanford Football family is 

deeply saddened by the passing of 

Chester McGlockton,” said Cardinal 

head coach David Shaw. “For the 

past two seasons, Chester has been 

a valuable member of our football staff 

and a wonderful friend to us all. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to Ches-

ter’s wife Zina and their two children.” 

A native of Whiteville, N.C., McGlock-

ton was in his second season on the 

Stanford coaching staff as a defensive 

assistant. A first-round pick (16th 

overall) of the Los Angeles Raiders in 

1992, McGlockton played 12 seasons 

in the NFL with the Raiders (1992-97), 

Kansas City Chiefs (1998-00), Denver 

Broncos (2001-02) and New York 

Jets (2003). He made all four of his 

Pro Bowl appearances while with the 

Raiders (1994, ‘95, ‘96 and ‘97). He 

registered 555 tackles, 51 sacks, 14 

forced fumbles and four interceptions 

in his career. He made four straight 

Pro Bowl trips starting in 1994, when 

he had a career-high 9 1/2 sacks with 

three forced fumbles and 48 tackles. 

A three-year standout at Clemson, 

McGlockton earned his undergradu-

ate degree from Tennessee-Martin 

in 2010. He and his family lived in 

Danville. Funeral arrangements are 

pending.

HOOP WIN . . . Stanford senior Nnem-
kadi Ogwumike scored 18 of her 20 

points, mostly on offensive rebounds, 

in the first half and also grabbed nine 

rebounds as the fifth-ranked Stanford 

women’s basketball team beat visiting 

UC Davis, 93-44, Wednesday night. 

Chiney Ogwumike added 18 points 

and nine boards and Joslyn Tinkle 
recorded a career-high 19 points, on 

8-for-9 shooting, and grabbed nine 

rebounds as the Cardinal (5-1) got 

their 66th straight home win at Maples 

Pavilion. The game was a rematch of 

last season’s NCAA tournament first-

round game won, 86-59, by Stanford.

 Page 33



Sports

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Sarah Collins
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Kat Gregory
Priory cross country

Pauli King
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Maddie Kuppe*
Palo Alto volleyball

Sarah Robinson*
Gunn cross country

Melanie Wade
Palo Alto volleyball

B.J. Boyd*
Palo Alto football

Dre Hill*
Palo Alto football

Taylor Mashack*
Menlo-Atherton football

Cameron Moody
Menlo-Atherton football

Luke Pinkston
Menlo-Atherton football

Tory Prati
Palo Alto football

Honorable mention

Ali Spindt
Menlo-Atherton High

The versatile junior had 18 
kills and 17 digs in a NorCal 
volleyball quarterfinal over 
St. Mary’s (Stockton) before 
adding 12 kills and 11 digs 
in a 3-0 upset of No. 2 St. 
Francis (Sacramento) in the 
semis.

Keller Chryst
Palo Alto High

The sophomore quarterback 
completed 16 of 23 passes 
for 240 yards and four 
touchdowns in addition to 
running for a fifth to spark 
the Vikings to a 39-23 CCS 
Open Division semifinal win 
over St. Francis.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Join Now SCAN
this

on your
Phoneand registration is free.

LITE FOR LIFE-MENLO PARK
713 Oak Grove Ave,
Menlo Park, CA
menlopark@liteforlife.com

Lose 2-5 lbs. a Week Safely

Visit classrooms, enjoy 
warm cookies and 
ask questions! 
Jan. 6, 10, 19, 24

RSVP Today
!

 www.harker.org

CROSS COUNTRY

Balancing
act for

Robinson
Gunn sophomore still 

running and now is playing 
on girls’ soccer team

by Keith Peters

G unn sophomore Sarah Rob-
inson had a unique way of 
preparing for this weekend’s 

Footlocker West Regional in cross 
country, set for Mt. San Antonio 
College in Walnut.

Robinson went to practice on 
Tuesday, as normal, then joined 
the Gunn girls’ soccer team for its 
season opener at home that night. 
Robinson scored two goals in a 3-1 
nonleague victory over St. Ignatius.

While the soccer team will be 
competing in the Palo Alto Win-
ter Classic on the Paly campus this 
weekend, Robinson has received a 
pass from Titans’ coach Damian 
Cohen in order to compete on Sat-
urday at the Footlocker meet.

Despite winning four of five races 
this season, Robinson may have to 
balance two sports for awhile lon-
ger. The top finishers from Satur-
day’s race will qualify for the Foot-
locker National Championships at 
Balboa Park in San Diego on Dec. 
10. Robinson is hoping to become 
only the third Gunn girl ever to 
reach the nationals, the others be-
ing Ruth Graham (2001) and Tori 
Tyler (2004).

Despite winning the SCVAL El 
Camino and Central Coast Section 
titles, Robinson might have had her 
best race of the season while finish-
ing third at the CIF State Champi-
onships on Saturday at Woodward 
Park in Fresno.

Robinson clocked a personal best 
(by nearly a minute) of 17:56 over 
a 5,000-meter (3.1 mile) course in 
the girls’ Division I race. Robinson’s 
time is the fastest by any Gunn girl 
at Woodward Park.

“We keep team records for our 
home course, Crystal Springs, Toro 
Park, and Woodward Park,” ex-
plained Gunn assistant coach Ernie 
Lee. “When Ruth Graham won (the 
state title) in 2001, it was a muddy, 
rainy day (I think she has one of the 
slowest winning times ever). When 
Tori Tyler placed third in 2004, it 
was actually her worst race of the 
year.”

Thus, Robinson now holds the 
school record on the state meet 
course. She ran the first mile in the 
front pack in 5:22, hoping to have 
a shot at winning. At the 1.5-mile 
mark, when the first long downhill 
begins before the first major uphill, 
the two girls Robinson was running 
with took off. 

Robinson told head coach Matt 
Tompkins that “I felt like I was in 
an all-out spring and they were still 
able to pull away.”

By the two-mile mark, Robinson 
had dropped back to fourth place 
before making a strong push to fin-
ish third overall. Hagen Reedy of 
Buchanan (Fresno) won in 17:27.

Robinson finished 18th among 
all divisions combined and was the 
No. 7 runner in Northern California 
in all divisions. She was also No. 3 
overall in CCS and No. 1 in NorCal 
for Division I.

Also finishing third in her divi-
sion was Priory senior Kat Gregory, 
who clocked 18:27 in the Division 
V race. Julia Maxwell of Branson 
won in 17:52. For Gregory, it was 
her highest finish ever, topping the 
10th place she had as a sophomore.

Gregory said she was thrilled with 
her effort, as her goal was a top-10 
finish. For comparison sake, Greg-
ory was 59th for all the girls’ divi-
sions combined and No. 8 among all 
CCS runners.

Gregory will join Robinson at the 
Footlocker West Regional.

The top local boy finisher was 
Gunn senior Andrew Prior, who 
finished 33rd in Division I.

“Prior ran a spectacular race and 
improved by over 45 seconds over 
his previous best and improved from 
122nd last year to 33rd this year,” 
said Lee. “Andrew ran a smart, con-
servative first mile in a time of 4:52 
and moved up substantially through-
out the race and finished in 15:53.

“Andrew said he didn’t push 
enough in the middle of the race (if 
you look at the splits, he had one of 

the fastest final miles of the entire 
field), but it was still a good run for 
him.”

The Gunn girls, meanwhile, fin-
ished 21st out of 22 teams in Di-
vision I while finishing four spots 
behind CCS champ Carlmont. Un-
fortunately for the Titans, a few of 
their runners were sick. Other than 
Robinson, Gunn’s next-highest fin-
isher was senior Christine Prior in 
123rd at 20:06.

In other local results:
Palo Alto freshman Katie Foug 

competed as an individual in Divi-
sion I and finished 86th in 19:30.

In girls’ Division IV, Sacred Heart 
Prep finished 20th in the team race 
while freshman Gillian Belton led 
the Gators with a 68th-place fin-
ish in 20:08. SHP junior Courtney 
Schrier, who was hit by a car last 
July, was the Gators’ No. 2 finisher 
while taking 75th in 20:14 in her 
first state meet.

In girls’ Division V, Pinewood 
freshman Nicole Colonna was 25th 
in 19:45 while Fiona Maloney-
McCrystle of Castilleja was 70th in 
21:04, helping the Gators finish 16th 
in the team competition.

In boys’ Division V, Priory finished 
17th out of 22 teams. Sophomore 
Johnny Trudelle led the Panthers 
with a 17:55 clocking for 88th. 
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The defending champion Vikings 
bring a 35-3 record while Mary-
mount is 33-4 after eliminating top-
seeded Los Alamitos in the SoCal 
title match Tuesday, 21-25, 25-20, 
25-20, 25-21.

Marymount is ranked No. 20 in 
the MaxPreps Xcellent 25 Nation-
al Volleyball Rankings this week 
while Paly is No. 16. Los Alamitos 
was No. 14.

Palo Alto advanced to its second 
straight state final for the first time 
in school history by winning the 
NorCal title on Tuesday by sweeping 
visiting No. 3 seed Menlo-Atherton, 
25-17, 25-7, 25-15.

“We’re definitely going to be pre-
pared for Marymount,” said Winn. 
“We’ll do our best from watch-
ing some limited video footage to 
understand what they do well and 
where they might have weaknesses. 
But, in a state championship, it’s 
mostly about heart and belief. Both 
teams will be very skilled and ex-
perienced.”

Experience is one big reason why 
Paly is knocking on the door of his-
tory once again.

“We knew we could do it again,” 
Whitson said of reaching the state 
finals. “We were coming back with 
basically the same team (after los-
ing two senior starters) and we just 
needed to build from there.”

The Vikings return with eight se-
niors, five of them starters.

“We’re doing such a great job 
this year leveraging our senior ex-
perience and our leadership to be 
resilient in any situation,” Winn 
explained. “And the girls hold 
themselves to a very high standard 
of play. So, when we have a lead, 
it’s not just about holding the lead; 
it’s about extending it. And, when 
we’re behind, it’s not about IF we 
can come back, it’s about HOW we 
will come back.”

Against Menlo-Atherton, the Vi-
kings trailed just twice — 2-0 in the 
first set and 1-0 in the third. And, 
other than an 18-17 score in the 
opening set, Palo Alto maintained 
its control.

Everything worked in the Vikings 
favor, including the fact it was the 
seniors’ final home match of their 
careers.

Senior Maddie Kuppe was re-
minded of that when she walked out 
of her house on Tuesday night and 
headed back to school.

“My mom said that I was walking 
out the door to drive here, ‘Enjoy 
your last match in the Paly gym,’” 
Kuppe said. “And it caught me so 
off guard. But, I think tonight as I’m 
getting ready for bed it will hit me 
and I’ll realize.”

Kuppe and her teammates instead 
were focused on the task at hand, 
beating No. 3 seed Menlo-Atherton 
to earn a second straight trip to the 
state championship match. That was 
something very real.

Palo Alto was aided in its title 
quest by the absence of M-A junior 
Ali Spindt, who missed three days 
of school this week with a virus. 
Spindt actually passed out at school 
on Monday.

“We were definitely thrown a 
curveball the day of the game when 
we found out Ali couldn’t play,” 

said M-A coach Jen Wilson. “She’s 
been a staple in our lineup and is a 
valuable member of the team (as are 
all players). We worked on making 
some adjustments with the lineup to 
capitalize on our talent, and match 
up against Palo Alto’s lineup. Given 
the situation, we knew the match 
would be a challenge and the team 
would have to step up.

“I am extremely proud of the girls 
for how they handled the adversity 
and stayed composed, working to-
gether as a team to play through the 
absence of Ali. People stepped up 
into positions they hadn’t played 
all season and everyone made the 
effort. Although we didn’t get the 
results we wanted, I don’t feel as if 
it was a true showing of how good 
we can be as a team. I am definitely 
encouraged about next year.”

Menlo-Atherton finished 31-7, 
setting a school record for single-
season victories. Junior Katelyn 
Doherty had 11 kills and 18 digs 
while senior Sarah Collins added 
18 assists and 13 digs.

“Without her (Spindt), it wasn’t 
the same fight,” said Winn, whose 
team beat the Bears for a third time 
this season. “(But) Our team played 
great tonight. It was like taking an 
exam, and they aced it.”

Kuppe had 14 kills and 13 digs 
while fellow senior Melanie Wade 
finished with 17 kills and five 
blocks, using her 6-foot-5 height to 
good advantage at the net. Whitson 
dished 36 assists and added four 
blocks while senior Jackie Koenig 
had eight digs and three aces. Se-

nior Caroline Martin, junior Shelby 
Knowles and sophomore Becca 
Raffel also played significant roles 
in the clinching victory.

“It was one of our better match-
es,” said Whitson. “It helped that we 
played so consistently.”

Perhaps playing at home had a 
little to do with it. The Vikings 
have lost only twice at home in two 
years, once each season, and have 
gone 76-4 during that time.

“This was a great opportunity to 
have in our last match at home,” said 
Kuppe, “Being able to have all our 
fans here was great.”

Paly won its first-ever NorCal last 
season in Stockton. While that out-
come was never a given, the Vikings 
expected to win this time around.

“Because we did so well last year, 
we expected to do as well this year,” 
Kuppe said. 

And the Vikings have.
“It couldn’t have been a better 

way to go out,” Wade said. “It was 
a huge crowd and it was really loud 
in here, and we came out and played 
how we want to. So, it was a great 
last home match.”

Now it’s time to have a great sea-
son-ending match, and Professor 
Winn says he is very optimistic that 
his team is prepared.

“We will have studied all the ma-
terials and notes so we’ll be ready 
to ace the test on Saturday,” he said. 
“Even if our score is slightly lower 
then our opponent’s, we will have 
no regrets about our preparation 
and effort. Of that, I am 100 percent 
confident.” 

Volleyball
(continued from page 33)
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Palo Alto’s Kimmy Whitson (9) and Melanie Wade (19) combined for 
nine blocks, one here against M-A’s Katelyn Doherty.

Palo Alto senior Maddie Kuppe (15) had 14 kills and 13 digs to help the 
Vikings topple M-A in the NorCal Division I final on Tuesday.

Menlo-Atherton sophomore Pauli King (9) looks for a kill against Paly’s 
Caroline Martin during the NorCal Division I title match.
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Stanford’s Carly Wopat (left) and Rachel Williams (6) were named to 
the 14-player All-Pac-12 Conference team this week.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Looking
for some
respect

Stanford is among seven  
Pac-12 teams in NCAA  
tourney with a low seed

by Rick Eymer

H ereís a case where playing 
too many conference match-
es may have hindered seed-

ing for the seven Pac-12 teams that 
earned a spot in the NCAA wom-
enís volleyball tournament, which 
gets underway this weekend at 16 
venues around the country.

Sixth-ranked Stanford (21-7) 
serves as one of the hosts and will 
meet Sacred Heart (27-7) in the 
first round at 7 p.m. Friday in Ma-
ples Pavilion. Baylor and Michigan 
meet at 4:30 p.m. with the winners 
getting together Saturday night for 
the chance to gain entrance into the 
Sweet Sixteen, to be held at Flor-
ida.

The Cardinal is seeded 11th in the 
tournament despite impressive non-
conference wins over NCAA partic-
ipants Penn State (seeded eighth), 
Delaware, Duke and Florida.

Thatís still a better seed than un-
seeded Washington, California, Or-
egon and Arizona, which combined 
to go 33-2 against nonconference 
opponents. The only losses were to 
Hawaii (Arizona) and Minnesota 
(Oregon), both of which are hosting 
the first two rounds this weekend.

Penn State is also hosting and the 
Ducks beat them. The Huskies own 
a victory over Long Beach State, 
also an NCAA participant. Arizona 
beat ninth-seeded UCLA twice.

Thatís partly due to the 22 confer-
ence matches each team played this 
year, a decision made by the coaches 
themselves. They had also already 
decided to cut back to 18 conference 
matches in subsequent years.

No one can remember the last 
time there were no Pac-12 teams 
seeded among the top four nation-
ally, and itís certain this is the first 
time no conference team has been 
seeded sixth or higher.

Two decisions made on the nation-
al level also affected choices made 
by the selection committee. The first 
was to guarantee that any of the top 
16 seeds that wanted, could host the 
first weekend. The second decision 
was to avoid conference matchups 
in the first two rounds.

In the most recent AVCA poll, 
USC is ranked first, UCLA is at 
No. 4, Stanford is sixth, California 
is 10th, Washington is 11th and Or-
egon ranks 13th. Arizona is receiv-
ing votes.

ìWe only got to play six noncon-
ference games,î Stanford coach John 
Dunning said. ìOur league wasnít 
able to show the rest of the nation 
what we could do. That made seed-
ing very interesting.î

The Women of Troy enjoy the 
seventh seed in the tournament de-
spite their 25-4 record. Their worst 
loss was early in the season at Cen-
tral Florida, which went on to set 

a school record with 20 wins this 
season. UCLA made the mistake of 
losing at Pepperdine (which hosts 
this weekend) in five sets. The sev-
en Pac-12 teams in the postseason 
lost a grand total of five matches to 
teams not in the tournament.

Stanford wonít need to concern 
itself with seedings, except for the 
fact that the last time the Cardinal 
won the national title, in 2004, it 
was seeded 11th and the regional 
was played at Florida.

That was also the year in which 
Stanford played its home games in 
Burnham Pavilion, Ogonna Nna-
mani had just returned from playing 
in the Olympics and the Cardinal 
began to get it right in match No. 
26, a startling come-from-behind 
victory over then-undefeated and 
top-ranked Washington.

ìThe team knows all about that 
year,” Dunning said. “We’ve made 
sure to talk about those things.”

The Cardinal does have to con-
cern itself with the Pioneers, which 
won the Northeast Conference 
title and will be playing its second 
NCAA tournament contest.

Sacred Heart has a California 
presence on its team, thanks to USC 
grad Rob Machan, who made sure 
to do quite a bit of recruiting in his 
old neighborhood.

Machan played for the Trojans 
and coached under Mick Haley be-
fore joining the Sacred Heart staff.

Former all-Pac-10 pick Kimmee 
Roleder, who played at USC for 
three years and missed her senior 
season with an injury, also showed 
up on the Pioneers’ doorstep this 
year with a chance to play out her 

eligibility alongside her sister, 
Amanda, a Sacred Heart assistant 
coach.

“That’s a big deal,” Dunning said. 
“The USC connection definitely 
helps because they know what to 
expect and are familiar with us.”

Perhaps Stanford’s biggest worry 
will come after the season has been 
played out. The choice for team 
MVP might be difficult but try-
ing to sort through Most Improved 
Player possibilities could prove to be 
a chore.

The Cardinal opened the season 
with a new offensive system and 
new weapons following the gradua-
tion of three All-American players.

Sophomores Rachel Williams 
(4.32 kills per set, 3.17 digs per set) 
and Carly Wopat (3.22 kills, 1.59 
blocks, .393 hitting percentage) were 
asked to fill big shoes and both pro-
duced monster seasons. Both were 
named to the 14-player Pac-12 team 
this week.

Junior setter Karissa Cook (11.36 
assists, 3.10 digs), who shared the 
position last year, also had a big year 
and good cases could be made for 
redshirt freshman Lydia Bai and 
several others who contributed to 
the success.

Hannah Benjamin (3.36) led the 
team in digs, with freshman Kyle 
Gilbert ranking fourth and sopho-
more Mary Ellen Luck ranking fifth 
for the defensive-minded Cardinal.

Despite its “worst” season since 
2000, Stanford reached its 31st con-
secutive (out of 31) NCAA tourna-
ment. Only Penn State, the four-time 
defending champion, can make the 
same claim. 

Richard C
. Ersted/stanfordphoto.com
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A ndrew Luck, who has quar-
terbacked Stanford to an 
11-1 record this season, has 

been named one of five finalists 
for the Walter Camp Football 
Foundation 2011 College Football 
Player of the Year Award.

Luck joins Robert Griffin III of 
Baylor, Case Keenum of Houston, 
Trent Richardson of Alabama and 
Tyrann Mathieu of LSU as final-
ists for this year’s award.

Luck was also a finalist for last 
year’s award, won by Auburn’s 
Cam Newton.

The 2011 Walter Camp Player of 
the Year recipient, who is voted on 
by the Football Bowl Subdivision 
head coaches and sports informa-
tion directors, will be presented 
live on Thursday, December 8 dur-
ing the 3 p.m. PT edition of ESPN 
SportsCenter.

Luck has completed 261 of 373 
passes (70.0) for 3,170 yards and 
35 touchdowns this season. He 
leads the Pac-12 in passing effi-
ciency (167.5) and under his guid-
ance, the Cardinal is averaging 
43.6 points a game, which ranks 

fifth nationally, and 480.9 yards 
a game in total offense. He has 
quarterbacked Stanford to a 23-2 
record dating back to last season, 
as the Cardinal has spent a school-
record 21 weeks ranked in the Top 
10 of the Associated Press poll.

In the regular-season finale 
against Notre Dame, Luck broke 
Stanford’s single season and ca-
reer mark for touchdown passes, 
running his totals to 35 and 80, 
respectively. He also set a school 
career standard for total offense 
with 10,218 yards. 

Sports
City of Palo Ato

NOTICE OF DIRECTOR’S HEARING

To be held at 3:00 p.m., Thursday, December 15, 2011 in the 
Palo Alto City Council Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 
250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Go to the Develop-
ment Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review filed documents; 
contact Alicia Spotwood for information regarding business hours 
at 650-617-3168.

730 Arastradero Road [10PLN-00444] - Request by Qiming 
and Yue Huang of 750 Arastadero Road, for a Director’s Hearing 
regarding the tentative Individual Review approval for a new, two-
story second dwelling unit and related site improvements includ-
ing the use of an access easement. Zoning: R-2. Environmental 
Review: Exempt from CEQA

750 Arastradero Road [11PLN-00195] - Request by Qiming 
and Yue Huang of 750 Arastadero Road, for a Director’s Hearing 
regarding the tentative Individual Review approval for two, new, 
two-story dwelling units and related site improvements includ-
ing the use of an access easement. Zoning: R-2. Environmental 
Review: Exempt from CEQA

Curtis Williams
Director of Planning and Community Environment

N O T I C E

NOTICE INVITING SEALED BIDS for Upgrade of Site 
Storm Drainage at 290-310 Ventura Street, Palo Alto, CA 
94306.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Upgrade existing storm drainage system throughout the 
property to improve dispersal of rain flow from the prop-
erty.   

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK:

1.  Provide trenching for 160’ down center between front 
of buildings 1 and 2 with borings under sidewalks for 
4” piping.

2.  Run eight 3” lines to buildings to attach onto existing 
downspouts.

3.  Provide cleanout fittings at high end of pipe and 100’ 
downstream.

4.  Saw cut driveway 6’ out from grass area and install 
bubbler box to disperse rain flow to high end grade of 
driveway.

5.  Provide 220 feet of 3” DWV copper pipe and fittings 
each along back side of building 1 and 2 and attach to 
6 existing downspout roof ports.  Set grade of pipe as 
necessary to disperse rain flow to front of property.

6. Clean work area daily and remove debris off-site.
7. All materials used must be manufactured in the USA.

Bid specifications pertaining to this project are available 
from (Friday, Dec 2, 2011) to (Friday, Dec 16, 2011).  
Please call to schedule a mandatory job walk.  Bid closing 
date is (Wednesday, Jan 4, 2012) at 5:00 PM.  Bid opening 
at 725 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA  94301 on (Friday, Jan 
6, 2012) at 10:00 AM.

This project is funded by the City of Palo Alto Com-
munity Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), U. 
S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  All 
federal regulations listed in the Bid Specifications will 
apply, including equal opportunity, non-discrimination, 
and Federal Labor Standards provisions (Davis-Bacon).  
Reference is hereby made to bid specifications for further 
details, which specifications and this notice shall be con-
sidered part of the contract.

For information and bid walk-through, contact Jim Bran-
denburg at 650-321-9709 ext. 19.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

It wasn’t exactly a Heisman Trophy pose, but Notre Dame got the idea 
while trying to stop Stanford’s Andrew Luck last Saturday.

D
ave Bernal/stanfordphoto.com

Making a
point on
Heisman

Cardinal coach Shaw pitches  
his reasons why Luck  
should win the award

by Rick Eymer

S tanford football coach David 
Shaw took a page out of the 
lecturers’ handbook Tuesday 

and provided his audience with a 
power-point explanation of why 
quarterback Andrew Luck should 
win the Heisman Trophy.

McKissick Auditorium looks like 
your typical lecture hall on a major 
university campus, except you don’t 
feel like you’re in the next zip code 
when sitting in the last row.

A split-screen collage of the Heis-
man Trophy and Luck in a similar 
pose, an actual game picture cap-
tured during Stanford’s 28-14 vic-
tory over Notre Dame on Saturday, 
was hard to miss when entering the 
auditorium.

Shaw was escorted into the audi-
torium by Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor of Media Relations and Com-
munications Jim Young and given a 
microphone and electronic pointer. 
He took his spot behind the podium 
off to one side.

“I told Andrew over the next week 
I was going to talk about him a lot,” 
Shaw said. “He’s going to hate every 
minute of it and I told him not to pay 
attention to it and not to make a big 
deal out of it.”

Shaw then proceeded to make a 
big deal of what Luck means to the 
team and how he is doing things that 
no one else on the face of the planet 
is doing.

His main points? No one else is 
3-0 against both USC and Notre 
Dame. Stanford is in the top five 
nationally in most major offensive 
categories. Stanford leads the nation 
in fewest negative plays. The Cardi-
nal leads the nation in scoring from 
the red zone: 63 of 64, including 26 
touchdown passes.

“I have been avoiding statistics 
most of the year,” Shaw said. “They 
are part of the story line, but not the 
whole story.”

The meat of his lecture (I hope he 
grades on a curve or I’m in trouble) 
focused on Luck’s intellectual pro-
cess. 

In the past Luck has said his play-
making decision is based on several 
factors as he approaches the line of 
scrimmage but he always defers to 
the coaching staff for getting him 
prepared.

With a section of the playbook as 
background, Shaw explained that 
three plays are called in the huddle 
and Luck has the option to audible 
to a fourth play.

“We take up to 300 plays into a 
game because we can,” Shaw said. 
“Having a quarterback making his 
own decisions at the line of scrim-
mage is unheard of. It’s more than 
avoiding putting us in a bad play but 
also to check to an advantage play. I 
cannot compare Andrew to anyone 
else in the nation.

“Typically you feel good if the 
quarterback has the game plan 
down by Friday,” said Shaw, named 
the Pac-12 Coach of the Year on 
Monday. “He’s got it all by Wednes-
day and perfecting it the rest of the 
week. He’ll watch game film on his 
own and we’ll trrade text messages 

in the middle of the night with a 
question or comment about a seg-
ment of one play. That’s how his 
mind works. He stays on top of it 
and wants to be perfect.

“Talent-wise, intellectual-wise, he 
is the standard,” Shaw said. “He is 
the ideal quarterback, the ideal foot-
ball player you want to have.”

No matter what happens in the 
Heisman Trophy voting, there is 
general consensus he will be the 
No. 1 overall draft pick this sea-
son. He’s been graded out at 99 
(out of 100) and that hasn’t changed 
since Luck finished second to Cam 
Newton in last year’s Heisman vot-
ing. USC’s Matt Barkley has been 
graded in the low 90s and no on 
else is close.

“We have been extremely spoiled 
for three years,” Shaw said. “He 
never falters and it’s unbelievable to 
watch. This is something I wanted 
to do at the end of the season when 
there’s no game to talk about. Who 
is doing what other people aren’t do-
ing? 

Luck is a finalist for another QB award
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369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 
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Fax (650) 462-1433
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www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

for the first national title in program 
history when it takes on Florida 
State (18-6-1) on Friday in the semi-
finals at Kennesaw State in Georgia 
at 2 p.m.

Stanford will be looking to ad-
vance to its third consecutive title 
match against either Wake For-
est (18-3-4) or Duke (21-3-1). The 
championship match is scheduled 
for Sunday at 10 a.m.

The Cardinal earned its trip to last 
year’s Women’s College Cup with a 
victory over the Seminoles from the 
ACC, which has a huge presence in 
this weekend’s Final Four with three 
teams from the conference out to 
spoil Stanford’s party.

Stanford was denied by Notre 
Dame in last year’s championship 
match, and that banner was wisely 
placed aside.

Friday’s semifinal against Stan-
ford is a rematch of last year’s Elite 
Eight, a game the Cardinal won, 5-0. 
It marked the most goals allowed by 
the Seminoles in an NCAA Tourna-
ment match. This will be only the 
second meeting between Florida 
State and Stanford all-time. 

The Cardinal played an early-
season tournament in Chapel Hill 
and several players had the idea of 
creating the “100” banner. They 
managed to find a way into the sta-
dium in Cary and taped the banner, 
signed by the entire team, under the 
bleachers.

The coaching staff even got into 

NCAA soccer
(continued from page 33)

the act, getting it framed as a sur-
prise in case the Cardinal won last 
year’s title.

This year’s team may have the 
confidence but they weren’t going 
to tempt fate and decided it was 
better to err on the side of caution. 
Stanford realizes by now winning a 
national title is hard.

Just ask the current senior class. 
Kristy Zurmuhlen, Teresa Noyola, 
Lindsay Taylor and Camille Levin 
have been the most successful, in 
terms of wins, senior class (93-
4-4) in NCAA history. They went 
through their careers without losing 
at home. 

They’ve won back-to-back-to-
back conference titles, gone unbeat-
en in three straight regular seasons 
and advanced to their fourth Final 
Four. They are still looking for their 
first national title.

“It’s been a huge disappointment,” 
Cardinal coach Paul Ratcliffe said. 
“I hope we can use that as motiva-
tion. Everybody was so somber 
and quiet. It was like we were in 
shock.”

Stanford grad Katie Riley was 
part of that run, although injuries 
kept her from fully realizing her po-
tential on the soccer field. She gets 
one more chance at it, as a Florida 
State defender. Riley spent five 
years with the Cardinal and earned 
her degree in psychology and re-
ligious studies, and is enrolled in 
graduate school at Florida State 
while working toward a masterís in 
sports psychology.

At Stanford, Riley used a redshirt 
year and then missed another season 

because of injury. She played 1 1/2 
years at Stanford. She’s appeared in 
21 matches for the Seminoles, in-
cluding two starts.

Riley has helped Florida State to 
a 10-match (9-0-1) unbeaten streak 
entering the College Cup. Stanford 
is the third Pac-12 team Florida 
State will play in the College Cup. 
FSU faced UCLA in the 2005 semi-
final and USC for the 2007 national 
championship game. Against Pac-
12 teams all-time, Florida State is 
13-4-1, including 3-3 in the NCAA 
Tournament.

As for the Stanford seniors, all 
those victories won’t amount to a 
hill of beans unless they can capture 
the school’s first soccer title.

“There have been so many excit-
ing games,” Levin said. “At this mo-
ment, though, we’re looking at the 
national title. We’re not done and we 
won’t be satisfied without it.”

Stanford leads the all-time series 
against Duke, 6-1 and has yet to beat 
Wake Forest (0-2-1) in three tries.

The most recent meeting (a 2-1 
overtime loss on Aug. 27, 2006 at 
Santa Clara) was the last time the 
Cardinal scored and lost. Stanford 
has gone unbeaten in its past 127 
matches when scoring a goal.

Stanford is 18-14-7 all-time 
against the ACC, 18-6-4 against 
schools other than North Carolina. 
The Cardinal is 7-3-1 against the 
three teams remaining, including a 
3-1-1 mark against them in tourna-
ment play.

Stanford has allowed only nine 
goals in 24 matches and is second in 
the nation in goals-against average 
(0.37). The Cardinal has had two 
long shutout streaks, most recently 
one that lasted 604 minutes, 40 sec-
onds until Oklahoma State scored 
last week in the quarterfinals. Ear-
lier, Stanford assembled a stretch of 
675:24. That streak included seven 
consecutive shutouts, tying a school 
record that has been reached four 
times.

There’s a sense among people 
who have been around the team 
all year that it’s all about business. 
Don’t expect to see any planned cel-
ebrations. 

Stanford senior Teresa Noyola is 
still without an NCAA title.

Rick Bale/stanfordphoto.com

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26
*****************************************

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS. THE AGENDA 
WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION  

CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA - SPECIAL  MEETING-
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

  DECEMBER 5, 2011  -  6:00 PM

STUDY SESSION
1.  Palo Alto Golf Course Re-configuration Resulting From the 

San Francisquito Flood Control Project 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

2.  Community Partnership Presentation: Partners In Education 
(PIE) 

3.  Selection of Candidates to Interview for the Architectural 
Review Board 

CONSENT CALENDAR
4.  Approval of Amendment No. 2 to add $192,798 to Contract 

No. C11136167 with  Siegfried Engineering Inc. for a 
Total Contract Not to Exceed Value of $284,740 for  
Providing Final Design and Construction/Bidding Services 
for the Regional Water Quality Control Plant Landscaping 
Project 

5.  Finance Committee Recommendation to Accept the SAP 
Security Audit   

6.  Approval of a Contract With Spencon Construction, Inc. in 
the Amount of $703,490for the FY 2011-12 Sidewalk, Curb, 
and Gutter Repairs Project   

7.  Approve and Authorize Amendment No. 1 to Contract 
C10135247 with Veolia ES Technical Solutions, LLC 
for Additional Funding for the Second Contract Year in 
the Amount of $49,910 and for the Third Contract Year 
in the Amount of $105,500 for Provision of Services for 
Transportation and Disposal of Ash for the Regional 
Water  Quality Control Plant 

8.  Approval of a Contract with Promium, LLC in the Amount 
of $190,349 to Install Hardware  and Software for 
a Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS) at 
the Regional  Water Quality Control Plant 

ACTION
9.  SB375-Update to Alternative Scenarios 
10.  Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance Amending 

the Fiscal Year 2012 to Provide Additional Appropriations 
of $1,520,426 to Fund the Implementation of the 
Blueprint  Process Plan for the Development Center

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA - SPECIAL  MEETING-COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS

  DECEMBER 6, 2011  -  5:00 PM
1. Closed Session:  Midyear check in CAO for City Attorney

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA - SPECIAL  MEETING-COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS

  DECEMBER 7, 2011  -  5:30 PM
1. Closed Session:  Midyear check in CAO for City Manager

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The City Council Rail Committee Meeting will be held on 
Monday, December 5, at 4:30 p.m. regarding 1) Interviews and 
Discussion of Recommendations to Council of Selected Rail 
Legislative Advocacy Firms in Response to the City of Palo 
Alto Request for Proposal (RFP) for Rail Legislative Advocacy 
Services

The Finance Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 6, at 6:30 p.m. regarding
1) External Quality Control Review of the Office of the City Auditor, 
2) Auditor’s Office Quarterly Report as of September 30, 2011, 
3) Audit of the Use of Library Bond Monies, and 4) Request for 
Comment on Scope of Services for Leasing, Maintenance, and 
Management of Light-Duty and Transport Vehicles and Status of 
Related Fleet Audit Recommendations.

The City Council Rail Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
December 8, at 8:00 a.m. regarding 1) Guiding principles 
discussion,  2) California High Speed Rail Authority Business 
Plan discussion, and 3) City Council Rail update discussion – 
December 19th, 2011
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We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School

Open Division football champion-
ship at San Jose City College at 8 
p.m.

Both teams have won two Open 
Division crowns in the seven-year 
history of the event. Valley Chris-
tian also has won twice while Oak 
Grove has the other crown. At stake 
Friday will be the first three-time 
Open Division champion.

It may be an obscure honor, but 
the title would be significant none-
theless. While Palo Alto (10-2) 
won’t have a chance to defend its 
CIF Division I state title, it can pre-
vent Bellarmine from reaching the 
state playoffs.

The Bells (11-1) are ranked No. 
3 in the state in the Cal-Hi Sports 
Powerade rankings while Concord’s 
De La Salle (10-1) is No 1. Those 
are the top two NorCal teams in the 
race for the Open Division of the 
CIF state bowl games.

A Paly victory on Friday also 
could knock the Bells out of consid-
eration for the Division I state bowl 
game, thus opening the door for 
Pleasant Grove (12-1) of Elk Grove 
(near Sacramento).

Boyd, meanwhile, wouldn’t mind 
showing up his friend McHugh, ei-
ther.

“We have to find a way to stop 
them,” Boyd said.

He could be referring to Bellarm-
ine in general, or the Bells’ one-two 
offensive punch of running back 
Tim Crawly and McHugh, the Bells’ 
quarterback. Crawley has rushed for 
a team-leading 1,319 yards on 168 
carries while McHugh has carried 
155 times for 1,164 yards. The Bells 
are averaging 337 rushing yards per 
game.

McHugh is also a threat to throw, 
with 50 completions in 80 attempts 
for 782 yards. But, the Bells have 
a history of running under coach 
Mike Janda and that’s what they’ll 
likely be doing Friday night.

Interestingly enough, both Bel-
larmine and Palo Alto are averaging 
an identical 38.4 points a game. De-
fensively, the Bells are allowing 11.3 
points a game while the Vikings are 
giving up 16.9 per outing.

While McHugh leads his run-
oriented attack, Boyd is part of a 
more-balanced offense that has 
been successful running and pass-
ing during another standout season 
under veteran coach Earl Hansen, 
the winningest football coach in 
Paly history.

Senior running back Dre Hill has 
rushed for 1,073 yards on 171 carries 
while Boyd has caught 34 passes for 
1,053 yards. Paly sophomore quar-
terback Keller Chryst has completed 
106 of 201 passes for 2,049 yards 
and 26 touchdowns.

As a point of comparison, last 
year’s starting Paly QB Christoph 
Bono had thrown for 2,281 yards 
and 26 TDs after 12 games.

Chryst could be the wild card in 
Friday’s game, if the Bells’ defense 
is as successful in stopping the run 
as it was in last weekend’s 29-0 
semifinal victory over Mitty. The 
Monarchs, who handed Palo Alto a 
27-21 loss in Week 2 of the season, 
were held to 120 rushing yards by 
Bellarmine.

Chryst threw for 240 yards and 

CCS football
(continued from page 33)

Menlo-Atherton’s Nicky Mullen (66) and his teammates limited Salinas 
to just 14 points in a CCS Division I semifinal win last week.

M-A’s Cameron Moody rushed for 
230 yards last week.

four touchdowns in a 39-23 semifi-
nal victory over St. Francis. He also 
ran for a score in his best perfor-
mance in a big game. He completed 
23 of 35 passes for 230 yards in the 
loss to Mitty when the Monarchs fo-
cused on stopping Paly’s run game.

Thus, it will be Bellarmine’s run 
game against Paly’s balanced attack 
plus two stout defenses that are good 
in stopping the run.

After Palo Alto and Bellarmine 
meet for a third time in the CCS 
playoffs, Menlo-Atherton and Serra 
will square off the first time ever 
in the postseason in the Division I 
championship game on Saturday 
at Terra Nova High in Pacifica at 3 
p.m.

The top-seeded Padres are 10-2 
while the No. 2-seeded Bears are 
9-3. Both will rely on their running 
games in seeking the section title.

Menlo-Atherton last won a CCS 
crown in 2008 after winning its first 
in 2002. Serra, meanwhile, will be 
looking to end a 21-year drought 
after last winning a CCS title in 
1990.

The Bears bring a 12-10 postsea-
son mark into the finale while the 
Padres are just 10-10, even though 
they will be favored on Saturday.

Both teams bring run-first of-
fenses into the game. Serra is led by 
the one-two punchy of Erich Wil-
son (202 carries for 1,990 yards) 
and Eric Redwood (190 for 1,192 
yards), while Menlo-Atherton is 
paced by seniors Taylor Mashack 
(91 for 1,014) and Cameron Moody 
(113 for 1,001). 

Moody (230 yards) and Mashack 

(151 yards) combined for 381 in last 
week’s 49-14 throttling of Salinas in 
the semifinals.

The Bears have two other weap-
ons in quarterback Willy Fonua (79 
of 183 for 1,489 yards and 12 TDs) 
and placekicker Sam Falkenhagen, 
who ranks third on the team in scor-
ing with 61 points. In a close game, 
Falkenhagen will give the Bears an 
edge with his field-goal range. 
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Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Community Health Education Programs

December 2011

Let’s connect!
twitter.com/paloaltomedicalfacebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

Lectures and Workshops

Current Topics in Vitamins and Herbs!

For Your Health Lecture Series
Presented by Kathy Orrico, 
PAMF Clinical Pharmacy Coordinator
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 650-853-4873

This talk will continue our evidence based review and dis-

cussion about spices and nutritional supplements that have 

recently been in the news. We will present tips for selecting reliable products 

and keeping your healthcare providers in the loop!

Cancer Care
– Eating Tips During 

 Cancer Care Treatment

– Exercise for Energy – 

 men and women’s group

– Expressions

– Healing Imagery

– Healthy Eating 

 After Cancer Treatment

– Look Good, Feel Better

– Qigong

– When Eating is a Problem, 

 During Cancer Treatment

Childbirth and Parent Education Classes
–  Baby Safety Basics

–  Breastfeeding

–  Childbirth Preparation

–  Feeding Your Young Child

– Infant and Child CPR

– Infant Care

– Infant Emergencies and CPR

– Introduction to Solids

– Mother-Baby Circle

– New Parent ABC’s – 

 All About Baby Care

– OB Orientation

– Prenatal Yoga

– Sibling Preparation

– What to Expect 

 with Your Newborn

Living Well Classes
– Back School

– Mind/Body Stress Management

– Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes
Mountain View, 650-934-7177    Palo Alto, 650-853-2961

– Diabetes Management

– Healthy Eating 

 with Type 2 Diabetes

– Heart Smart 

 (cholesterol management)

– Living Well with Prediabetes

– Sweet Success Program

 (gestational diabetes)

Weight Management Programs  1-888-398-5597

– Bariatric Weight Loss 

 Surgery Program

– Healthy eating. Active  

lifestyles. (for parents of  
children ages 2-12)  
 

– HMR Weight 

 Management Program

– Lifesteps® (adult weight 
 management)
– New Weigh of Life

 (adult weight management)

Support Groups
– AWAKE

– Bariatric Surgery

– Breastfeeding

– Cancer

– CARE

– Chronic Fatigue

– Diabetes

– Drug and Alcohol

– Kidney

– Multiple Sclerosis

Managing Holiday Stress

For Your Health Lecture Series
Presented by Julie Forbes, Ph.D., 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 – 8 p.m.
701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, 
650-934-7373

Learn to take time for yourself during what can be a stressful time of year. 

Learn techniques for catching a few minutes for yourself and how stress 

can affect that “holiday spirit.”

Effective and Positive Parenting

Dr. Marvin Small Memorial 
Parent Workshop Series
Presented by Susan Stone Belton, 
Parent Education Specialist
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View 
650-934-7373

Topics include understanding your child, communicating with your child

and effective discipline.

Prediabtes: A Wakeup Call

San Carlos Libary Lecture Series
Presented by Judy Farnsworth, R.D., CDE, 
PAMF Nutrition Services
Monday, Jan. 23, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

San Carlos Library, 610 Elm St., San Carlos, 650-591-0341

Please join us to learn about prediabetes, how it is diagnosed and impor-

tant lifestyle strategies for self-management.

Mountain View, 650-934-7373
Palo Alto, 650-853-2960

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures 
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org/healtheducation.
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