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S tanford University’s Gradu-
ate School of Business has 
received a $150 million gift 

— one of the largest in the univer-
sity’s history — to create an insti-
tute to alleviate poverty through 
entrepreneurship, officials have an-
nounced.

The gift from Dorothy and Robert 
King of Menlo Park was inspired 
by 40 years of hosting international 
students in their home. As hosts, the 
Kings saw the impact that education 
and entrepreneurship can have on in-
dividuals and on a larger scale, they 
said in a Stanford announcement.

The funding will create the Stan-
ford Institute for Innovation in 
Developing Economies (SIID, but 
referred to as “SEED”), which will 
help develop entrepreneurship in 
countries where the per-capita in-
come is less than $1.25 per day. An 
estimated 1 billion people world-
wide live at that level, business 
school officials said.

Robert King is an investment 
partner at Peninsula Capital in 
Menlo Park and a 1960 Stanford 
graduate business school alum. He 
said he was inspired by the success 
of one entrepreneurial venture, led 
by two entrepreneurs whom one of 
his houseguests introduced.

King provided seed money for 
Baidu, a Chinese-language search 
engine, which later debuted on NAS-
DAQ in 2005. Baidu now employs 
10,000 people in China, he said.

“We believe that innovation and 
entrepreneurship are the engines of 
growth to lift people out of poverty. 
And we believe Stanford’s tradition 
of innovation coupled with a for-
ward-thinking global bias as well as 
its multidisciplinary resources will 
make a real impact,” he said.

Hau Lee, a professor of opera-
tions, information and technology 
at the Graduate School of Busi-
ness, will head SEED. He said the 
institute will provide on-the-ground 

support for entrepreneurs, offer new 
courses and engage in research. 
Training programs could help local 
farmers to be independent, while 
funding and mentoring could help 
expand the work of overseas entre-
preneurs, he said.

Stanford students will be able to 
travel to developing countries to 
work on socially conscious proj-
ects, such as product development, 
through the institute.

Employing entrepreneurship to 
build up economies “is distinct 
from providing humanitarian aid 
and relief. It is turning people from 
receivers of aid to self-employed or 
the working,” Lee said.

The Graduate School of Business 
and Stanford’s Hasso Plattner In-
stitute of Design have already pio-
neered a program in which students 
collaborate with overseas organiza-
tions to identify needs and create 
new ventures. Two such examples are 
d.light, a consumer-products compa-
ny serving people without electricity, 
and Driptech, a water-technologies 
firm that produces affordable, high-
quality irrigation systems designed 
for small-plot farmers.

Garth Saloner, business-school 
dean, said many students want to 
work on the global level, making 
people’s lives better through busi-
ness, education, health care and 
governance.

He called SEED “an enormous 
opportunity for Stanford students, 
faculty and on-the-ground entrepre-
neurs.”

“There are very few settled so-
lutions about how best to alleviate 
poverty in a wide range of contexts, 
which means there is plenty of op-
portunity to uncover, share and ap-
ply new insights,” Saloner said.

Lee has had his own first-hand ex-
periences with the societal impact 
of business.

T he new business plan for Cali-
fornia’s proposed high-speed 
rail line, released Wednesday 

by the agency charged with build-
ing it, drew sharp rebukes from Palo 
Alto’s elected officials Thursday 
morning, with various members of 

the City Council saying they remain 
puzzled by the ridership estimates 
and proposed financing plans.

The plan shows the estimated cost 
of the San Francisco-to-Los Angeles 
line rising to $98.5 billion, up from 
the original $36 billion estimate that 

was presented to voters in 2008. The 
timeline for the controversial proj-
ect has also been stretched, with the 
projected date of completion moved 
from 2020 to 2033.

The council’s Rail Committee 
criticized the 230-page plan for 
not revising one of the most con-
troversial aspects of the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority’s pre-
vious analyses: projections of the 
number of riders who would use the 
proposed line. The business plan 

claims that the new line would bring 
in operating profits even under the 
lowest-ridership scenario, a claim 
based on calculation methods that 
have been widely disputed by state 
legislators, experts from UC Berke-
ley’s Institute for Transportation 
Studies and analysts from the Palo 
Alto-based watchdog group Califor-
nians Advocating Responsible Rail 
Design (CARRD).

Though the business plan slightly 
hedges its earlier numbers by pro-

viding a range — 28.9 million to 
42.9 million riders annually — the 
estimates and the methodology 
used to derive the figures have not 
changed significantly between the 
rail authority’s 2009 business plan 
and the new document.

Councilwoman Nancy Shepherd 
called the rail authority’s failure 
to revise the ridership data a “dev-
astating blow” to her and to rail 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

City Council committee questions high-speed-rail 
ridership assumptions, financing plans

by Gennady Sheyner

F or Palo Alto officials, the 
sprawling Cubberley Com-
munity Center in the southern 

portion of the city is both a head-
scratching conundrum and lucrative 
opportunity. 

The center, which the city is leas-
ing from the Palo Alto Unified 
School District under a 25-year 
agreement, houses a host of studios, 
nonprofit groups and playing fields, 
along with a Foothill College cam-
pus. But with the lease set to expire 
in 2014 and the school district eye-
ing the center as a critical location 

for new school facilities, the future 
of the Middlefield Road center and 
its tenants remains one of the city’s 
most glaring wildcards.

On Tuesday (Nov. 1), the City 
Council took a major step toward 
resolving the Cubberley dilemma 
when it approved a staff proposal 
to proceed with a new master plan 
for the 35-acre center. The process, 
which the council approved 8-0 
with Gail Price absent, entails a 14-
month work plan involving three 
committees comprised of high-level 
staff from the city and the school 

district, Cubberley tenants and a 
broad swath of stakeholders from 
surrounding neighborhoods.

The school district has maintained 
that it needs the entire Cubberley 
site to support a swelling student 
population. The city currently pays 
the district about $7 million a year 
to lease the site.

In approving the plan, the council 
stressed the need for transparency 
as it seeks to figure out Cubberley’s 
future. Council members Nancy 
Shepherd and Karen Holman were 
particularly adamant about the pro-
cess being open to the public. Earlier 
this year, the council faced criticism 
from Cubberley tenants and former 
elected officials for not being trans-
parent enough in its negotiations 
with the Foothill-De Anza Com-
munity College District, which was 
hoping to buy an 8-acre portion of 
Cubberley and build an education 
center at the site. The council voted 
in July not to sell the land after hear-

Palo Alto tackles  
Cubberley’s conundrum

City Council, school district prepare for 14-month 
discussion over community center’s future

by Gennady Sheyner

Stanford gets $150 million gift
Menlo Park couple donates  

to spur entrepreneurship in poor countries
by Sue Dremann

Heard the buzzzz?
Isaac Moore, 4, takes a close-up view with a magnifying glass of the grasshoppers, beetles, spiders 
and roaches on display at the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo’s exhibit, “Buzzzz.” The hands-on 
exhibit of a bug’s world includes specimens on loan from the Essig Museum at U.C. Berkeley.

EDUCATION

LAND USE

Palo Alto officials not sold on rail business plan

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 11)(continued on page 8)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

OF HUTS AND TREES ... When 

the Palo Alto Housing Corpora-
tion barred Abraham Berman last 

month from erecting a sukkah on a 

little-used, second-story patio of the 

Sheridan Avenue apartment building 

where he lives, it not only ended an 

11-year tradition but it also rubbed 

the area’s religious leaders the 

wrong way. Berman, 81, had been 

erecting the sukkah, a temporary 

hut, every year to commemorate the 

Jewish holiday, the Feast of Suk-
kot. The Housing Corporation, a 

nonprofit group that manages Sheri-

dan Apartments, argued that he 

was putting up private property in a 

public area, in violation of the build-

ing’s policy. Berman countered that 

the corporation routinely puts reli-

gious symbols into common areas, 

most notably Christmas trees and 

— as evidenced last week — Hal-

loween decorations. Now, Berman 

has plenty of allies. Karen Stiller, 
director of the Peninsula region of 

the Jewish Community Relations 
Council, wrote a letter to the Hous-

ing Corporation saying the council 

was “greatly upset” by the deci-

sion on the sukkah and requests 

that Berman be allowed to build 

his sukkah in future years. “It is our 

understanding that other religious 

and cultural celebrations take place 

on the property of Sheridan, some 

even sponsored by the Palo Alto 

Housing Corporation, such as for 

Christmas and Halloween,” the letter 

stated. “We believe that Mr. Berman 

should be allowed a similar right. 

Putting up a Sukkah for just over a 

week in a common area that is not 

frequently used seems to be a very 

reasonable request and would help 

build community and celebrate the 

diverse traditions of the residents 

at the Sheridan.” The letter was 

co-signed by 26 religious leaders, 

including more than 20 prominent 

rabbis; Maha Elgenaidi, CEO of the 

Islamic Networks Group; and the 

Rev. Bruce Bramlett, an Episcopal 

priest and scholar.

ROOKIE YEAR ... Assemblyman 
Rich Gordon’s first year in Sacra-

mento had its share of challenges 

and frustrations, but when all was 

said and done, the freshman law-

maker had plenty to smile about. 

Gordon, whose district includes 

Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Atherton, 

authored 19 bills in his first year in 

Sacramento and saw Gov. Jerry 
Brown sign 15 of them into law — a 

success rate that Gordon said was 

the highest of any state lawmaker 

during the past legislative ses-

sion. To be sure, the longtime San 

Mateo County supervisor wasn’t 

exactly trying to close prisons, le-

galize drugs or overhaul the state’s 

pension system. Instead, his bills 

focused on such issues as tax 

exemptions for open-space trusts, 

exemptions for volunteers from pre-

vailing-wage requirements in public 

projects and extension of Califor-

nia’s plastic-recycling program — 

hardly the types of hot-button issues 

that keep Republicans stewing at 

night. But Gordon said his bills will 

“address everyday problems with 

common-sense solutions. ... Many 

of the issues I chose to tackle this 

year are problems that are evident 

statewide, and this was reflected 

in the bipartisan support many of 

my bills received,” Gordon said in a 

statement.

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE ... When it 

comes to going green, “energy effi-

ciency” programs often play second 

fiddle in the public imagination to 

sexier initiatives such as smart me-

ters, solar panels and electric cars. 

But this week, Palo Alto officials re-

newed their commitment to encour-

aging efficiency when they approved 

several contracts aimed at lowering 

the city’s energy use. These include 

a $250,000 contract extension with 

the company OPower, which sends 

“home energy reports” to residents 

informing them how their energy use 

compares to that of other residents. 

According to staff, these reports 

have made a significant difference 

since the city first started using 

them 11 months ago. Residents 

who receive the reports (about 

20,000 accounts) have seen savings 

of about 2.5 percent of their electric 

load and 2 percent of their natural 

gas use when compared with those 

who have not been receiving them. 

The City Council’s Finance Commit-

tee on Tuesday recommended ex-

tending the OPower program, with 

several council members praising it 

for enhancing the city’s knowledge 

about the impact of information on 

customers’ behavior. “I think it’s 

fascinating to watch the behavior 

change,” Councilwoman Nancy 
Shepherd said. Vice Mayor Yiaway 
Yeh agreed and called the program 

a “precursor to smart meters” and a 

“bridge” to more ambitious energy-

efficiency programs. 

It’s a very scary number.

— State Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, on the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority’s increased 
cost estimates for the rail line. See story on page 3.
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We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School

150 Valparaiso Avenue    Atherton, CA 94027    www.shschools.org
650.322.1866    Inquiries and RSVP: admission@shschools.org

Where scholarship and values matter.

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Preschool & 
Kindergarten

Oct. 22, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 4, 2012 - 10:00 a.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4061

Preparatory
(Grades 9-12)

Oct. 23, 2011 - 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 20, 2011 - 1:00 p.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4006

Middle School
(Grades 6-8)

Nov. 5, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 19, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.

Reservation required.
For information call

650.473.4011

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12TH GRADE ON ONE CAMPUS
Rigorous academic program
Coeducational
Average teacher/student ratio 1:16

Outstanding athletic programs
Community service opportunities
Beautiful 63-acre campus
Financial assistance available

Lower School (Grades 1-5), please call 650.473.4011 for appointment. 

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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Affordable daytime care for your aging parents
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HISTORY

School district closes first land purchase  
in a half century

HP co-founder David Packard guided city’s last era of school building
by Chris Kenrick

T he Palo Alto school district 
Tuesday completed its pur-
chase of 2.6 acres of land 

at 525 San Antonio Road — the 
first land acquisition for Palo Alto 
schools in a half century.

Officials have yet to specify a use 
for the former Peninsula Day Care 
parcel, but some have suggested it’s 
a prime spot for a new elementary 
school to accommodate unexpect-
edly high elementary-age growth in 
the southern part of town.

“This is a big deal,” school board 
President Melissa Baten Caswell 
said of the land deal.

“It’s been a long time since the 
Palo Alto Unified School District 
moved forward on acquiring any 
property, so this is big news.”

The last time Palo Alto schools 
were building new campuses, Baby 
Boomers were in diapers.

HP co-founder David Packard was 
an elected member of the Palo Alto 
Board of Education. While running 
his fledgling company, Packard also 
guided widespread construction of 
elementary schools in south Palo 
Alto during his school board tenure 
from 1947 to 1956. 

Historical documents — mostly 
in the form of newspaper clips from 
the old Palo Alto Times — were 
provided to the Weekly by Bob 
French, a retired English teacher 
and unofficial historian for the Palo 
Alto school district.

“We did fairly well in getting our 
schools set up,” David Packard re-
called in a 1991 interview with the 
Peninsula Times-Tribune newspaper.

“There was obviously going to be 
an increase in school population. All 
you needed to do was find out how 
many babies were born each year 
and put some factor in to account 
for the influx, and you’d know how 
many kids you were going to have in 
school in any grade in the following 
years,” he said.

“A little third-grade arithmetic 
was all it took.”

Compared to the nearly $3.3-
million-per-acre price of the school 
district’s new San Antonio acquisi-
tion, land was a bargain in the first 
half of the 20th century. Open space 
was abundant in Palo Alto, and the 
district acquired property in every 
decade from the 1920s to the 1950s 
at prices ranging from $1,100 to 
$3,800 per acre.

In 1925, the school district paid 
$1,100 an acre for land on Middle-
field Road across from what is now 
the Midtown Safeway. The 6.5-acre 
parcel was dedicated in 1947 as 
“South Palo Alto School” and later 
was renamed Herbert Hoover Ele-
mentary School before being closed 
and sold off for housing.

In 1935, 16 acres near Middlefield 
and Santa Rita Avenue was acquired 
for $14,000 for what was to become 
Jordan Junior High School. Eight 
acres were later added to the parcel 
and, in 1936, voters by a six-to-one 
margin approved a $360,000 bond 
to build the school named for Stan-
ford University’s first president.

In 1940, the school district agreed 
to pay $1,230 an acre for dairy land 
on Barron Avenue that is now Bar-
ron Park Elementary School.

The acquisition for Cubberley High 
School came in 1952 as a result of a 
condemnation suit filed by the school 
board, according to an Oct. 17, 1952, 
article in the Palo Alto Times. 

A Santa Clara County Superior 
Court judge ruled the district must 
pay $134,596 — about $3,800 an 
acre — for the 35.4-acre site near 
Middlefield and Charleston roads. 

Cubberley opened in 1956 as 
Palo Alto’s second high school and 
Gunn, the third high school, opened 
in 1964. 

Packard and others advocated a 
standard design for classrooms and 
elementary schools, making it “pos-

sible for us to meet the classroom 
needs and keep the system within a 
budget,” he said.

After nine years on the school 
board, Packard announced his res-
ignation in 1956 — the year before 
Hewlett-Packard Company went 
public — saying he was “too pressed 
for time to continue.”

At the height of Baby Boom en-
rollment in 1967, the school district 
had a headcount of 15,575 students 
with 22 elementary schools, three 
high schools and three junior high 
schools.

As enrollment declined through 
the 1970s and ‘80s before hitting 
a low of 7,500 in 1989, the district 
closed schools and sold off many 
acres for housing. 

Cubberley closed in 1979. 
In February 1987, the school 

board voted to convert Gunn into the 
district’s sole middle school, with a 
plan to leave Paly the community’s 
single high school. The contentious 
vote prompted an electoral revolt 
that year, and a new school board 
majority reversed the decision as 
soon as members were sworn in.

Enrollment has been climbing 
since 1989, and this fall stands at 
12,286, with 12 elementary schools, 
three middle schools and two high 
schools.

Without outlining specifics, the 
school board has asserted the district 
will need to take back the Cubber-
ley campus, perhaps in stages, over 
the next decade or so. Currently the 
district earns more than $7 million 
a year by leasing the old high school 
campus to the City of Palo Alto for 
use as a community center.

That lease expires in 2014, and 
both bodies are launching public 
discussions on the future of the 35-
acre campus. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be emailed at ckenrick@paweekly.
com.

CRIME

Zumot sentenced to 33 years to life
Palo Alto hookah lounge owner was convicted in February 2009 murder, arson

by Sue Dremann and Jocelyn Dong

I n a raucous conclusion to the 
murder-and-arson case of former 
Palo Alto hookah lounge owner 

Bulos “Paul” Zumot on Oct. 28, 
Superior Court Judge David Cena 
sent the convicted murderer from 
the San Jose courtroom prior to 
sentencing after Zumot accused the 
judge of corruption and repeatedly 
proclaimed his own innocence.

Cena eventually sentenced Zu-
mot, who had been convicted in 
February, to 25 years to life for the 
murder of his girlfriend, Palo Alto 
real-estate agent Jennifer Schipsi. 
He also received an eight-year sen-
tence for aggravated arson and will 
serve the sentences consecutively.

Zumot strangled Schipsi on Oct. 

15, 2009, in the Addison Avenue 
cottage the couple shared and set 
fire to the building. A jury took less 
than 14 hours to find him guilty fol-
lowing a trial that began Jan. 3 and 
included three days of testimony 
from Zumot in his own defense. 

Defense Attorney Tina Glandian 
said to the judge last Friday after-
noon that a month ago Zumot had 
fired his defense team, including 
celebrity lawyer Mark Geragos. But 
Cena refused to delay the sentenc-
ing, since neither Zumot nor his at-
torneys had asked permission from 
the court to relieve Geragos, as is 
required.

Zumot began an escalating ti-
rade.

“Hold on, hold on, hold on. I’m 
innocent!” he hollered. 

“You’ve been for the DA (district 
attorney) since day one,” Zumot ac-
cused the judge.

“You were convicted by a jury ...” 
Cena began to say.

Zumot interrupted: “I don’t agree 
with this. I refuse to be here. I don’t 
want to hear this. Take me away 
from here.” 

“You are corrupt,” he told Cena. 
Zumot turned to face Deputy Dis-

trict Attorney Chuck Gillingham and 
Palo Alto Police Agent Aaron Sun-
seri. “You framed me. ... The DA is a 
liar. The Palo Alto police are liars.

(continued on page 11)
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UpfrontPalo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Sunday,  November 6, 2011, 2:15 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

Clara Shortridge Foltz
California’s First
Woman Lawyer

Presenter: Barbara Babcock

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF DIRECTOR’S HEARING

To be held at 3:00 p.m., Thursday, November 17, 2011 in the Palo Alto 

City Council Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton 

Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Go to the Development Center at 285 

Hamilton Avenue to review filed documents; contact Alicia Spotwood 

for information regarding business hours at 650-617-3168.

381 Lincoln Avenue [11PLN-00339]:  Request by Don Lundgren, 

on behalf of Sallie Strong, for a Preliminary Parcel Map application 

to subdivide a single parcel, containing two historic residential 

structures, into two separate parcels. Zone: R-1. Environmental 

Assessment: Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) per section 15315 Minor Land Divisions.

***
Curtis Williams, Director of Planning  

and Community Environment

    We just received approval from the  
City Council and are moving quickly toward 

making the Mountain View Cohousing  
Community a reality.  Already 13 households 
strong, we’re looking for 6 more to join us. 

 
Our cohousing community, located walking 

distance from downtown Mountain View, will 
balance fellowship and shared activities with 
private spaces and individual pursuits.  We’re 
building a new “old fashioned” neighborhood 

of upscale, energy-efficient condos,  with 
shared common facilities, open space, gar-

dens and underground parking.   
 

To learn more: 
650-479-MVCC (479-6822) 

www.MountainViewCohousing.org 

Baby Boomers: 
Thinking about downsizing? 

Consider something different. 

Our cohousing community, located walking 

distance from downtown Mountain View, will 

balance fellowship and shared activities with 

private spaces and individual pursuits.  We’re 

building a new “old fashioned” neighborhood 

of upscale, energy-efficient condos, with 

shared common facilities, open space, 

gardens and underground parking. 

City Council (Nov. 1)
Cubberley: The council approved a process for working with the school district and 
community to put together a master plan for Cubberley Community Center. Yes: 
Burt, Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd, Yeh Absent: Price
Calaveras: The council approved renaming the Calaveras Reserve the Electric Spe-
cial Project Reserve and using the funds on projects that benefit electricity ratepayers. 
Yes: Burt, Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd, Yeh Absent: Price
Gas purchase: The council approved a staff recommendation to switch from a ladder-
ing strategy for gas purchases to one that relies on monthly purchases at market rate. 
Yes: Espinosa, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd No: Burt, Holman, Yeh Absent: Price

Council Finance Committee (Nov. 1)
Efficiency: The committee approved contracts relating to energy-efficiency pro-
grams with Ecology Action and OPower. Yes: Unanimous
Refuse: The committee supported a staff recommendation to close the city’s Recy-
cling Center on Feb. 1, 2012. Yes: Unanimous

Utilities Advisory Commission (Nov. 2)
Renewable energy: The commission approved an update in the city’s Renewable 
Portfolio Standard Policy and specified that the city aim for a 40 percent target for 
renewable energy provided the impact to electricity bills does not exceed 5 cents per 
kilowatt. Yes: Cook, Foster, Keller, Melton No: Berry, Waldfogel Absent: Eglash
Energy projects: The commission heard a presentation of preliminary results from 
the Fall 2011 Renewable Energy Projects request for proposals. Action: None

Council Rail Committee (Nov. 3)
Business plan: The committee discussed the California High-Speed Rail Author-
ity’s updated business plan and directed staff to return with a scope of services for 
a request for proposals for a consultant who would further analyze the plan. Yes: 
Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (Nov. 3)
Lytton Gateway: The board reviewed and recommended approving the proposed 
design for a five-story mixed-use building at the site of a former Shell Station, 355 
Alma St. The board directed the applicant to return with details about lighting, 
landscaping and signage on consent calendar. Yes: Malone Prichard, Wasserman, 
Young No: Lew Absent: Lee
Edgewood Plaza: The board reviewed the proposed design for Edgewood Plaza, 
a proposal to relocate three retail buildings and build 10 houses at 2080 Channing 
Ave., and recommended that the applicant return on Dec. 1 and address issues 
regarding height and massing of buildings at the site and roof screens. Yes: Lew, 
Malone Prichard, Wasserman, Young Absent: Lee

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to appoint one new member to the 

Planning and Transportation Commission and to the Library Advisory 

Commission and two new members to the Architectural Review Board; 

and to incorporate the new Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan into 

the city’s Comprehensive Plan. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Mon-

day, Nov. 7, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hear reports about student 

achievement on college admission measures, including SAT and AP test 

scores; on 2011 summer school; and from the citizens’ oversight commit-

tee on the $378 million facilities bond passed in 2008; and discuss vacan-

cies on the citizens’ oversight committee for the school parcel tax. The 

public segment of the meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 

in the board room of school district headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 

plans to hold a joint session with the Architectural Review Board and a 

study session to discuss the city’s Capital Improvement Program Plan for 

fiscal years 2013-17. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 

9, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

INFRASTRUCTURE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE ... The committee will 

continue its discussion of the city’s infrastructure backlog and ways to pay 

for the items on the list. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 

10, at the Lucie Stern Community Center (1305 Middlefield Road).

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to appoint 

new mediators to the Palo Alto Mediation Program and hear an update on 

the Human Services Resource Allocation Process. The meeting will begin 

at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 10, in the Council Conference Room at City 

Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

watchdogs, who have consistently 
dismissed the numbers as wildly 
inaccurate.

Councilman Pat Burt, who repre-
sents the city on the Peninsula Cities 
Consortium, which addresses rail 
issues, said the new report has “the 
same sort of fundamental flaws that 
we saw three years ago and pointed 
out to the authority.”

“Not only did they not correct the 
flaws that existed in the model, but 
when you apply the same model to 
the Initial Operating Segment, it 
grossly exacerbates the flaws that 
were already there,” Burt said, refer-
ring to the proposed first segment of 
the rail line following the comple-
tion of the Fresno-to-Bakersfield 
stretch.

The committee also voiced skep-
ticism about the rail authority’s plan 
to pay for the line. Though the proj-
ect has received $3.4 billion in fed-
eral grants and state voters autho-
rized $9.95 billion in bond proceeds 
for construction, it remains unclear 
where the rest of the money would 
come from. 

The business plan proposes a 
phased approach to construction 
that would allow early, individual 
segments of the line to operate even 
if the authority were to fail to get 
more federal funding. Divided into 
five stretches, the first — from Fres-
no to Bakersfield — would cost $6 
billion and be completed by 2017; 
the second, called the “Initial Oper-
ating Segment,” would either extend 
south to the San Fernando Valley 
or north to San Jose and bring the 
total cost to $33 billion; the third, 
called “Bay to Basin” and includ-
ing the northern or southern stretch 
not built as the Initial Operating 
Segment, would raise costs to $54 
billion; the fourth, called “Phase 1 
Blended,” would utilize improved, 
local rail infrastructure, such as 
Caltrain, to extend the reach of the 
system to San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, at a total cost of $78 bil-
lion; and the final segment would 
complete a high-speed-rail infra-
structure between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, bringing costs to 
$98 billion.

The authority’s plan relies on $11 
billion in private investment, which 
would come in after the Initial Op-
erating Segment is constructed, 
and a “qualified tax credit bonds” 
program under which the federal 
government pays interest on bonds 
through tax credits. The problem 
with the latter proposal, as several 
committee members pointed out, is 
that this credit program currently 
doesn’t exist. Councilman Larry 
Klein, who chairs the Rail Commit-
tee, likened the authority’s plan to 
get tax credits from the federal gov-
ernment to getting an inheritance 
from an uncle one has never met.

The committee agreed that the 
city would need to further analyze 
the business plan and directed staff 
to come back with a scope of ser-
vices for a consultant contract. The 
consultant’s analysis should focus 
on the Peninsula section of the line, 
the committee decided.

Council members also agreed 

High-speed rail
(continued from page 3)

(continued on next page)
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Upfront

OUTDOOR ICE SKATING & TENNIS

 Daily public sessions  Private parties available 
Lessons for all ages and abilities

Call for more information or to register  493-4566
www.winterlodge.com

REGISTRATION 
FOR WINTER

CLASSES BEGINS
NOVEMBER 14

 AT 10AM

NOW OPEN

NO factory in our park!

www.SaveTheBaylands.org

Expensive. Risky. Misleading.

NO on E

The Healthy 
Choice!

No MSG

Less 
Cholesterol 

 No Lard

Company 
Catering Special

Banquet Rooms 
- Up to 150 

people

Make Your 
Special Event 
Reservation 

Now!

Order Online at www.hangen.biz
Open Every Day 11am to 10pm

Free Convenient Parking Garage at Rear Entrance off Cherry Lane

$10 Gift Certifi cate

$15 Gift Certifi cate

Take Out - Delivery - Dine In
Minimum $35 Purchase

HANGEN RESTAURANT

Take Out - Delivery - Dine In
Minimum $50 Purchase

HANGEN RESTAURANT

With minimum purchase. Must be presented with incoming 
order. Not valid with any other offer or special. Exp. 12/31/11

With minimum purchase. Must be presented with incoming 
order. Not valid with any other offer or special. Exp. 12/31/11

HANGEN RESTAURANT
CHINESE SZECHUAN RESTAURANT

(TENTATIVE) REGULAR MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

  NOVEMBER 07, 2011  -  7:00 PM

1.  Community Partnership Presentation – Acterra 
2.  Resolution Of The Council Of The City Of Palo Alto Expressing 

Appreciation To Rebecca Phillips Upon Her Retirement 
3.  Resolution Of The Council Of The City Of Palo Alto Expressing 

Appreciation To Douglas Keith Upon His Retirement 
4.  Appointment of Planning & Transportation Members   
5.  Appointment of Architectural Review Board Members   
6.  Appointment of Library Advisory Commission Member 
CONSENT
7.  Purchase and Implement an Outage Management System for 

Real Time Call Handling During Electric Outages
8.  Library Automatic Material Handling System Implementation 

at Mitchell Park  
9.  Approval of Contract for Crossing Guard services   
10.  Annual Public Review of Compliance of Development 

Agreement with Stanford University for the Sand Hill Road 
Corridor projects   

11.  From Finance:  Audit of Purchasing Card Transactions 
12.  From Finance:  Auditor’s Office Quarterly Report as of June 

30, 2011   
13.  From P&S: City Council Strategic Priorities Quarterly Report 

for the Period Ending October 30, 2011   
14.  Upgrading of the City of Palo Alto External Corrosion Monitoring 

System  
15.  Approval of Contract No. C12141854 With the City of 

Inglewood in an Amount Not to Exceed $95,000 Per Year for 
the Handling, Processing, and Collections of Parking Citations 
for a Five Year Contract   

16.  Adoption of Resolution Amending and Restating the 
Administrative Penalty Schedule and Civil Penalty Schedules 
for Certain Violations of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and the 
California Vehicle Code Established by Resolution Nos. 9105 
and 9149   

17.  Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance in the Amount 
of $65,479 to Fund the Purchase of an Animal Control Truck 
and Approval of a Purchase Order with Towne Ford Sales 
in an Amount Not to Exceed $62,361 for the Purchase of 
a Animal Control Truck (Scheduled Vehicle and Equipment 
Replacement Capital Improvement Program Project VR-
11000) 

ACTION
18.  Public Hearing:  Planning and Transportation Commission 

Recommendation to Amend the Transportation Element 
of the Comprehensive Plan to Incorporate the Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan 2011 and Adopt the Negative 
Declaration.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS 
CHANNEL 26

  *****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.   

THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES  
INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION  

CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:
 http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

that Palo Alto should work with 
neighboring cities, including Menlo 
Park, Atherton and Mountain View, 
and with local watchdog groups on 
further analyzing the business plan. 
These include CARRD and area 
residents William Grindley, Alain 
Enthoven and Bill Warren, who have 
been analyzing the uncertainties be-
hind the financial projections.

The rail authority on Tuesday 
characterized its new plan as the 
foundation for a project that will 
create 1 million jobs and reduce 
carbon emissions by 3 million tons 
annually. Thomas Umberg, chair-
man of the rail authority’s board of 
directors, said in a statement that the 
board has “carefully constructed a 
business plan that is mindful of the 
economic and budgetary constraints 
facing both the state and the na-
tion.”

“It will deliver to California and 
Californians a cost-effective, ef-
ficient and sensible alternative to 
more highways and increased air-
port congestion,” Umberg said.

To justify the rail project’s price 
tag, the authority states that other 
transportation infrastructure — in-
cluding 2,300 miles of new highway 
lanes and various airport improve-
ments that would be needed over the 
next 20 years — would cost more 
than $170 billion. 

“Providing equivalent new capac-
ity through investment in highways 
and aviation would cost California 
almost twice as much as the Phase 

1 (San Francisco to Los Angeles) 
high-speed-rail system,” the report 
states.

The authority attributes the rail 
line’s cost increases to the extended 
timeline (which added $27.5 bil-
lion in inflation costs), $16 billion 
in contingencies and California’s 
changing landscape. 

Since officials first began the 
project more than a decade ago, 
the state has added almost 5 mil-
lion people, and large expanses of 
previously vacant land have become 
“bustling communities, suburbs and 
roadways,” according to the report. 

The 2009 plan, for example, es-
timates tunnel costs at less than $6 
billion. In the new plan, the estimate 
for tunnels is greater than $15 bil-
lion. For aerial viaducts, the cost 
estimate has climbed from less than 
$5 billion to more than $13 billion.

“The new development landscape 
has necessitated adding many miles 
of elevated structures, tunnels and 
other infrastructure,” the report 
states. “The new designs permit ac-
cess to major downtown population 
centers with less community impact 
and disruptions.” 

The new plan also incorporates 
some of the components of a propos-
al that U.S. Rep Anna Eshoo, D-Palo 
Alto, state Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo 
Alto, and state Assemblyman Rich 
Gordon, D-Menlo Park, made ear-
lier this year. The three Peninsula 
lawmakers proposed a “blended 
system” in which high-speed rail 
shares tracks with Caltrain on the 
Peninsula — rather than building a 

separate track system for the ultra-
fast trains. They also voiced opposi-
tion to an earlier proposal by the rail 
authority to send the new trains over 
the Peninsula on aerial viaducts.

Simitian praised the new plan for 
being more frank in its cost estimate 
than previous projections but also 
expressed caution.

“The good news is that we finally 
have a realistic number on the ta-
ble,” Simitian said. “The bad news 
is it’s a very scary number.”

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 

(continued from previous page)
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Upfront

Drell to step down as SLAC director
Persis S. Drell, director of SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory 

since December 2007, has decided to resign the post and return to re-
search and teaching, Stanford University announced this week.

Drell will continue as director while Stanford conducts an international 
search for a replacement, expected to last into the first half of 2012, the 
university said.

“After a decade in lab management, I feel this is the right time for me 
to get back to my first loves of research and teaching,” Drell said. Drell 
was SLAC’s director of research from 2002 to 2007 when she was named 
lab director.

She is the fourth director in SLAC’s 50-year history. 
Stanford operates SLAC on behalf of the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

Office of Science.
During Drell’s tenure, SLAC branched out from its primary research 

in high-energy physics to research in a range of disciplines, including 
energy, biology, drug development and materials engineering.

In 2010, the lab began operations on the Linac Coherent Light Source, 
the world’s most powerful X-ray laser.

“Under her guidance, the laboratory has seen a true renaissance and is 
now involved in scientific pursuits in areas ranging from energy research 
to biology and medicine,” Stanford President John Hennessy said.

“She has served SLAC, the DOE and Stanford incredibly well. It’s dif-
ficult to see her step down, but I respect her wishes to return to her aca-
demic roots and am happy she will continue her work at Stanford.” 

— Chris Kenrick

Bill to help businesses raise cash moves ahead
A bill that aims to help small businesses amass capital and go public over-

whelmingly passed the House of Representatives Wednesday (Nov. 2).
The bill, introduced by Rep. David Schweikert, R-Arizona, and spon-

sored by U.S. Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Palo Alto, seeks to raise the amount 
of money a small business can raise under SEC Regulation A from $5 
million to $50 million. The provision, adopted during the Great Depres-
sion, governs offerings for small businesses and simplifies the registra-
tion requirements. The $5 million limit was set in 1992. Proponents of 
the bill, including Eshoo, have argued that this limit no longer suffices.

The bill, known as the Small Company Capital Formation Act, passed 
421-1. During the hearing, Eshoo, whose district includes the high-tech 
communities of Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Mountain View, said the leg-
islation is an important step toward supporting innovation in America.

In December, Eshoo testified in front of the House Committee on 
Financial Services and argued that the existing $5 million limit is too 
small to be useful for most companies. At the same time, she said, the 
threshold for going through an initial public offering remains out of reach 
for most small businesses. This leaves many businesses with few options 
for raising capital, she said.

She noted that two local companies, Silicon Valley Bank and the law 
firm Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and Rosati, have more than 9,000 private 
companies as their clients between them. These companies, she said, 
either need or will need an infusion of public capital.

“Regulation A will allow companies to seek small infusions of funds as 
they go along and investors can demonstrate their confidence with their 
checkbooks,” Eshoo said at the December hearing. “Without this access 
to public-capital markets, good ideas are withering on the vine.” 

— Gennady Sheyner

Hospitals, Blue Cross make a deal
A two-month contract standoff between insurance giant Anthem Blue 

Cross and Stanford and Lucile Packard hospitals that left subscribers in 
limbo regarding their coverage has been resolved.

The hospitals had announced on Sept. 1 the contract with Blue Cross 
had expired and was terminated, putting thousands of patients in a posi-
tion of potentially paying more for out-of-pocket costs after the hospitals 
became non-contracted entities.

But the new three-year agreement will be effective back to Sept. 1, the 
hospitals announced Wednesday (Nov. 2), so patients will not lose any of 
their benefits for services rendered during the non-contract period.

Menlo Medical Clinic is also covered in the contract. Details of the 
agreement were not immediately disclosed.

“We’re happy to have these new agreements in place,” said Gary M. 
May, vice president of payer relations and pricing for the hospitals. 

— Sue Dremann

News Digest
Athena

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce    122 Hamilton Avenue    Palo Alto 
650.324.3121    PaloAltoChamber.com

Thanks to Our Annual Event Sponsors

Wednesday      November 16, 2011
11:15 am–1 pm
Garden Court Hotel
520 Cowper Street

Athena Award Luncheon

2011 Athena 
Tara VanDerveer
Stanford University  
Head Women’s Basketball Coach

Chamber members: $65      Non-members: $80

Information: 650.324.3121
www.PaloAltoChamber.com

Make reservations at PaloAltoChamber.com/NewsandEvents

Note: Early Start Time

harrington
design

Media SponsorsHosted by Sponsored by

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto

Thursday, November 10, 2011

DINE FOR KIDS

For more information contact Janice Shaul

Sponsors: 
Al and JoAnne Russell, Almaden Press, Anderson Honda, Avid Bank, Burr Pilger Mayer, Inc, Kawakita 
Graphics, Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto, Los Gatos Roofi ng, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, Palo Alto 

Chamber Of Commerce, Palo Alto Firefi ghters Charitable Fund , Palo Alto Weekly/Palo Alto Online, Presidio 
Bank, Robins and Pasternak LLP

Go to paccc.com/dine.php for list of participating restaurants

Dine For Kids Online Auction
Dine out, bid at home - or both!

Support quality child care for low-income families

ing from tenants who were worried 
about losing their space if the educa-
tion center were built.

The new process should allow 
these tenants to have a greater say 
in what happens to Cubberley. One 
of the committees would include a 
large swath of community stakehold-
ers, including tenants, neighborhood 
leaders, members of environmental 
groups and planning commission-
ers. Another committee, called the 
Technical Advisory Group, will 
be chaired by City Manager James 
Keene and school Superintendent 
Kevin Skelly and will be charged 
with doing the necessary research 
to facilitate a policy discussion next 
year.

When the technical group com-
pletes its work, the Policy Adviso-
ry Group — consisting of council 
members and school-board mem-
bers — would consider possible 
scenarios for Cubberley and make 
recommendations to the council and 
the school board. 

Keene said the process could be a 
“huge win-win” for the community 
if the two elected bodies can work 
well together.

“Nothing in the process will work 
well if we aren’t able to work in a 
spirit of mutual interest and consen-
sus in terms of the school district, 
the city and community stakehold-
ers,” Keene told the council Tuesday 
night.

The council had some disagree-
ments about the proposed process, 
with Holman calling for the Plan-
ning and Transportation Commis-
sion to be involved in the land-use 
decisions surrounding Cubberley 
and Councilman Larry Klein call-
ing her proposal a “classic ‘Palo 
Alto Process’ overkill,” given the 
deadlines. The council ultimately 
agreed that the commission should 
have some involvement, though the 
nature of this involvement would 
be considered at a future date. The 
council also accepted a suggestion 
from Holman and Councilman Pat 
Burt to include connectivity be-
tween Cubberley and surrounding 
neighborhoods in the study.

Council members characterized 
Cubberley at Tuesday’s discussion 
as a prime redevelopment oppor-
tunity for the largely built-out city. 
Holman said it’s rare for a site as 
large as Cubberley to be available 
for redevelopment in a city of Palo 
Alto’s size and called Cubberley an 
“enormous project.”

“Whatever it takes to do it right, 
we ought to commit to that,” Hol-
man said.

Vice Mayor Yiaway Yeh was one 
of several council members who 
praised the plan as a reasonable way 
to reach a mutually beneficial deci-
sion about Cubberley’s future.

“I think that, in the best sense 
possible, this has set up a great 
bureaucratic process and I’m very 
happy we get to be engaged in this 
discussion across the stakeholder 
groups,” Yeh said. “While there’s 
tight time frames, I feel there’s 
adequate time to address these is-
sues.”  

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 

Cubberley
(continued from page 3)

Page 8



 Page 9
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Two Menlo College students arrested for theft
Two Menlo College students were arrested Tuesday after they were 

allegedly seen stealing backpacks at a private high school, according 
to Atherton police. (Posted Nov. 3 at 11:58 a.m.)

Conjoined twins successfully separated Tuesday
After almost 10 hours of surgery, two-year-old conjoined twins 

Angelica and Angelina Sabuco were successfully separated, officials 
of Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital announced Tuesday (Nov. 1). 
(Posted Nov. 2 at 8:49 a.m.)

Portola Valley native Chris Paine returns as 
director of second film on the electric car

Portola Valley native Chris Paine, director of “Who Killed the Elec-
tric Car,” a harsh documentary analysis of the automotive industry’s 
connection to fossil fuels, is back with a follow-up: “Revenge of the 
Electric Car,” which opens Friday (Nov. 4) at the Aquarius theater at 
430 Emerson St. in Palo Alto. (Posted Nov. 3 at 8:41 a.m.)

Supes up ante on Stanford’s Alpine trail offer
In the five-year poker game between Stanford University and the 

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors over the fate of a decrepit and 
unsafe trail on the south side of Alpine Road between Portola Valley 
and Menlo Park, the supervisors saw Stanford’s $10 million pile of 
chips Tuesday morning (Nov. 1) and, in effect, raised the bet. (Posted 

Nov. 2 at 8:24 a.m.)

Local students competing in Siemens regionals
Three Palo Alto students will be among 15 teens competing this 

weekend in regional finals of the 2011-12 Siemens Competition in 
Math, Science & Technology. (Posted Nov. 1 at 4:31 p.m.)

Stanford dean shares research on ‘stereotype 
threat’

Why do black students, with equally good SAT scores, end up with 
worse college GPAs than their white counterparts? Social psycholo-
gist Claude Steele, the new dean of the Stanford University School 
of Education, shared his findings on such questions in a campus talk 
Monday (Oct. 31). (Posted Oct. 31 at 5:12 p.m.)

Palo Alto eyes changes to recycling program
After years of dwindling usage and shrinking space, Palo Alto’s 

recycling center will shutter for good in February — the latest develop-
ment in the city’s ever-evolving waste-management operation. (Posted 

Oct. 31 at 5:07 p.m.)

Pay-by-space parking arrives in Menlo Park
Menlo Park’s trial run of pay-by-space meters started this week as 

part of a new range of options offering people the choice of dashing 
into a 15-minute spot for a quick errand, or parking up to nine hours 
at a time for a more leisurely day. (Posted Oct. 31 at 4:33 p.m.)

Three bicyclists hit by car on Page Mill Road
Three bicyclists who were hit by a vehicle on upper Page Mill Road 

above Foothills Park Sunday (Oct. 30) were transported to Stanford 
Medical Center with injuries ranging from minor to major, Palo Alto 
police said. (Posted Oct. 31 at 9:55 a.m.)

East Palo Alto man shot at intersection
Police are investigating a Saturday morning (Oct. 29) shooting in 

East Palo Alto, which left a man injured with a gunshot wound to the 
leg, police said. (Posted Oct. 30 at 3:27 p.m.)

First Person: A conversation with Kelly McGonigal
Stanford health psychologist Kelly McGonigal, Ph.D., discusses her 

wide-ranging research and teaching with Lisa Van Dusen in this First 
Person video. (Posted Oct. 30 at 3:01 p.m.)

Police identify Palo Alto gunpoint-robbery suspect
Police have identified the suspect in a recent armed robbery in down-

town Palo Alto and are trying to track him down, Palo Alto police said 
Friday (Oct. 28). (Posted Oct. 29 at 6:54 p.m.)

VIDEO: 212 pounds of pumpkin pride
Dennis McClellan, store director of Piazza’s Fine Foods, talks about 

his pride and joy — a 212 pound pumpkin he grew. (Posted Oct. 28 at 

3:05 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.
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Open House
To RSVP, contact admissions@stsimon.org

St. Simon Parish School

Strong Christian Values

State of the Art Science Lab & Learning Resource Center

 9:00am-9:30am
 11:30am-12:00pm
 11:00am-11:30am

9:00am – 12:30pm

beautiful residential
community

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.

Accommodations starting from $3,000 
per month.

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse ServicesLicense #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

Environmental Leadership

Responsible Waste Management

Paid for by Committee for Measure E 2011       PO Box 135     Palo Alto, CA 94302 FPPC#1327763

Democrats, Republicans, Acterra,  

League of Women Voters and Greens agree:

Reduced Refuse Rates

Climate Change Adaptation

 by photos of pristine wetlands being 
circulated by opponents. This is the actual site—8% of the dump  
right next to the sewage treatment plant.

Don’t be fooled

Sewage Treatment Plant 
(behind trees)

Plus

Add your names to the thousands of supporters at 
 PAGreen Energy.org/Endorsers

“I’m an innocent man! I’m inno-
cent!” he shouted.

Jim Schipsi, Jennifer’s father, 
stood to make his victim’s fam-
ily’s statement. His hands trembled 
slightly as he read from a notepad.

“I believe it’s quite apparent the 
kind of a monster we’re dealing with 
here,” he said.

“You are the monster,” Zumot 
shouted.

A deputy handed Schipsi a micro-
phone.

“Our Jennifer Marie was sweet 
and loving. ... She was a beautiful 
flower,” Schipsi continued, as Zu-
mot talked over him.

“One day she made a terrible mis-
take. She met you,” he said, as Schip-
si’s mother and relatives wept loudly.

Cena ordered Zumot, hands still 
shackled to this waist, to be removed 
from the courtroom to hear the pro-
ceedings through an audio feed in a 
prisoner holding room.

Looking toward the door through 
which Zumot had passed, Schipsi 
continued.

“The pain that he has caused has 
no description. It has no reason. 
It has no end. I can only wish and 

dream to be the one to administer 
the punishment,” Schipsi said.

Dee Towner, Jennifer Schipsi’s 
aunt, wept during her statement.

“I often wonder what went through 
Jenny’s mind as you gripped her 
neck so tightly. That image will 
haunt me and my family for the rest 
of our lives,” she said.

Zumot must also pay several fines, 
including $135,982 to his former 
landlord, John Eckland, for burning 
down his cottage.

Outside the courtroom, District 
Attorney Gillingham said escalat-
ing domestic violence leading to 
murder is a pattern prosecutors see 
“over and over again.”

“If someone tells you they are 
going to kill you or hurt you, you 
really have to take that 100 percent 
seriously. You shouldn’t die for lov-
ing somebody,” he said.

Jim Schipsi quietly reflected on 
the two years since Jennifer died.

“Hopefully this case in some way 
can bring awareness to some person, 
to some woman, and hopefully she 
will break away from some monster, 
because they are still out there. May-
be this case, someone will see it and it 
will change their destiny,” he said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

“I did a hazelnut plantation in 
Bhutan so that people didn’t have to 
be migrants,” he said. Prior to the 
project, village children were most-
ly raised without their fathers, and 
many areas had been deforested. But 
now, locals are able to stay home and 
work at the plantation. The fields and 
woodlands have been restored.

And 25 percent of the company’s 
profits go back to the community, 
he said.

Social entrepreneurship also has 
positive political effects, he said. 
Local farmers are welcoming for-

eigners.
“They are not viewing it as West-

ern capitalism coming in. It’s having 
a positive impact,” he said.

Stanford has received other large 
gifts: $400 million from the Hewlett 
Foundation in 2001 ($100 million 
for matching undergraduate scholar-
ships and $300 million to the School 
of Humanities and Sciences); $100 
million from real-estate developer 
John Arrillaga in 2006; $105 mil-
lion from Nike founder Phil Knight 
in 2006; and $75 million from Busi-
ness Wire founder Lorry Lokey in 
2008. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Zumot
(continued from page 5)

$150 million gift
(continued from page 3)
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POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto 
Oct. 25-Nov. 1
Violence related
Assault with a deadly weapon . . . . . . . .1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/major injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . .10
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .6
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Open container. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .3
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Misc. municipal code violation . . . . . . . .1
Missing juvenile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of stolen property . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Stalking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .5
Unattended death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Menlo Park
Oct. 26-Nov. 1
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Spousal abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . 11
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Reckless vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/injury . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/non injury. . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/prop. damage . . . . . . .3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Narcotic registrant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Atherton
Oct. 26-Nov. 1
Violence related
Assault and battery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Parking problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Ticket sign-off . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Traffic control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/injury . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/non-injury . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle/traffic hazard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence of drugs/alcohol 1
Narcotic offense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous                           48

Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

enroll

today!

Math
Tutoring
Experts.

605 Cambridge Ave., Ste. A
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Free Trial Offer!
Call today for a risk-free assessment

and 2 one-hour Mathnasium sessions.

For a limited time, based on availability.

Offer available for grades 2nd–7th

650-321-MATH (6284)

We Are Math Specialists. Mathnasium is a learning 
center in your neighborhood where kids go to get ahead in 
math using our proprietary Mathnasium Method™. At each 
lesson, passionate, specially-trained instructors provide 
one-on-one teaching to ensure success.

www.mathnasium.com
email: paloalto-menlopark@mathnasium.com 

Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo 
Alto Unified School District for bid package:

Contract No.  PASTA-11

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The work includes, but is not 
limited to:  Construction of a new concessions building, bleachers, 
jump pits, fencing, sound system and other site improvements to the 
Palo Alto High School Stadium.  Bidding documents contain the full 
description of the work.

There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit at 1:00 
p.m. on November 9, 2011 at the Facilities Office at 25 
Churchill Ave., Building D, Palo Alto, California

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District Fa-
cilities Office, 25 Churchill Ave., Building D, Palo Alto, CA 
by 10:00 a.m. on December 1, 2011. 

  PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must com-
ply with all prevailing wage laws applicable to the Project, and 
related requirements contained in the Contract Documents.

   Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor Compli-
ance Program (LCP) for the duration of this project. In bidding 
this project, the contractor warrants he/she is aware and will fol-
low the Public Works Chapter of the California Labor Code com-
prised of labor code sections 1720 - 1861.  A copy of the Dis-
tricts LCP is available for review at 25 Churchill Avenue, Building 
D, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

 1.  A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contrac-
tor or subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law 
requirements applicable to the contract.           

 2.  Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and fur-
nish to the District, at a designated time, a certified copy of 
each payroll with a statement of compliance signed under 
penalty of perjury.

 3.  The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll re-
cords to verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter of 
the Labor Code.

 4.  The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll records 
are delinquent or inadequate.

 5.  The District shall withhold contract payments as described in 
the LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and 
Labor Commissioner establish that underpayment of other 
violations has occurred.

Bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities Office,  
Building “D”. Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and Speci-
fications at ARC, 599 Fairchild Drive, Mountain View, CA  
94043, Phone: (650) 967-1966

All questions can be addressed to: 

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D
Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099
Attn: Heidi Rank
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588

Palo Alto Unified  
School District

Notice is hereby Given to Subcontractors, that proposals will be received 
by the Palo Alto Unified School District from pre-qualified General 
Contractors for bid package:

Contract No.  TMS-11

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The work includes, but is not limited 
to:  The phased construction of a new single story Drama building, a 
single story Library addition, remodeling of various office, restroom, 
kitchen, lounge and classroom areas, HVAC installations and seismic 
upgrading in addition to associated site work, landscaping and other 
improvements at Terman Middle School.  Bidding documents contain the 
full description of the work.

There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit at 3:30 
p.m. on November 15, 2011 at Terman Middle School, 655 
Arastradero Ave., Palo Alto, California.

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District 
Facilities Office, 25 Churchill Ave., Building D, Palo Alto, CA 
by 10:00 a.m. on December 6, 2011. 

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must comply 
with all prevailing wage laws applicable to    the Project, and related 
requirements contained in the Contract Documents.

Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor Compliance 
Program (LCP) for the duration of this project.
In bidding this project, the contractor warrants he/she is aware and 
will follow the Public Works Chapter of the California Labor Code 
comprised of labor code sections 1720 – 1861.  A copy of the 
Districts LCP is available for  review at 25 Churchill Avenue, Building 
D, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

1.  A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contractor or 
subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law requirements 
applicable to the contract.           

2.  Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and furnish to 
the District, at a designated time, a certified copy of each payroll 
with a statement of compliance signed under penalty of perjury.

3.  The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll records 
to verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter of the Labor 
Code.

4.  The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll records are 
delinquent or inadequate.

5.  The District shall withhold contract payments as described in the 
LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and Labor 
Commissioner establish that underpayment of other violations has 
occurred.

Bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities Office, Building 
“D”. Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and Specifications at ARC, 
599 Fairchild Drive, Mountain View, CA  94043, Phone: (650) 
967-1966.

All questions can be addressed to: 

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D
Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099
Attn: Heidi Rank
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588

Palo Alto Unified  
School District

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Measure E truths
Editor,

I was shocked to receive a cam-
paign mailing that showed our beau-
tiful wetlands, giving the impression 
that those areas would be threatened 
if Measure E passes. I would be one 
of the first to object if that were the 
case, but it is not! Don’t be misled. 
Check out the truth about Measure 
E and vote “yes.”

Hope Raymond
Roosevelt Circle

Palo Alto

Landfill lease
Editor,

How many people planning to 
vote for Measure E, which would re-
move 10 acres from Byxbee Park to 
build a garbage processing mill by 
the Bay, know that the entire Land-
fill where this acreage is located is 
not owned by Palo Alto?

It is owned by the State of Califor-
nia, and the existing city leases from 
the state only permit “the establish-
ment of a park” on the land where 
the landfill operations have termi-
nated. Landfill operations open to 
the public on the 10 acres ended in 
July. See for yourself: this lease and 
other related documents are posted 
at www.BayFacts.org.

Has anybody from the Measure 
E camp obtained permission from 
the State Lands Commission, which 
administers this property, to build 
a garbage mill on State land? They 
have not even asked. They have not 
done their most basic homework.

Let’s dump this poorly conceived 
initiative and enjoy our park. Vote 
no on E.

David Bubenik
Homer Avenue

Palo Alto

Measure’s main issue
Editor,

After attending the debate on Oct. 
10 by the League of Women Voters, 
it was clear that much of the opposi-
tion was concerned with extraneous 
points of view not directly related 
to the main issue. The land location 
selected for a possible anaerobic di-
gester was for three important rea-
sons:

1. It is directly adjacent to Palo 
Alto’s aging sewage treatment plant 
that presently serves five neighbor-
ing communities besides Palo Alto 
and is under sanctions from the 
State of California for the pollution 
caused by burning the dried sludge.

2. A careful study has shown that 
this is the only land available for 
such a facility and its location, right 
next to our sewage treatment plant 
is ideal.

3. Passing Measure E holds no 
risk, as the land can only be used 
for this specific purpose, and if we 
cannot agree on the type of anaero-
bic digester or the costs to build it 
within 10 years, the land will con-
tinue to remain a highly aromatic, 

badly degraded landfill area next to 
the sewage treatment plant that can 
eventually be developed into park-
land.

Please support Palo Alto’s leader-
ship in community recycling, com-
posting, and clean air standards by 
voting Yes on Measure E.

Jone A. Manoogian
Maplewood Place

Palo Alto

A backward approach
Editor,

In justification of the cart-before-
horse process of Measure E leader-
ship, Lynnie Melena stands the Cal-
ifornia Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) on its head (Letters, Oct. 
28). The essence of CEQA is that 
public action not be taken without 
full information of consequences.

When the City Council voted 5-4 
last year to continue the waste-to-
energy evaluation, it not only ap-
proved a feasibility study, but also 
preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). With EIR 
complete and certified, a fully in-
formed public would resolve the is-
sue of parkland use.

But shortly after, Measure E lead-
ers unwisely opted for a rush to 
judgment. They collected initiative 
signatures before release of any fea-
sibility study and forced next week’s 
vote prior to a defined project and 
an EIR conducted on it.

If Measure E leadership had con-
fidence in its concept, why not wait 
for the proper process to work? To 
avoid full review prior to public 
vote.

Amid the shifting sands of their 
proposals, Measure E leaders blithe-
ly and falsely claim no risk in their 
backward approach. But if Measure 
E passes next Tuesday, it will have 
been the only public vote on this 
matter. A future council decision on 
the use of the undedicated parkland 
cannot go to voters for referendum.

However the public’s rejection of 
Measure E will dramatically reduce 
risk while constraining no options. 
The process can continue in the 
legally mandated, common-sense 
way.

Vote your right to be fully in-
formed prior to public vote on our 
precious, vulnerable, parkland leg-
acy. No on E.

Fred Balin
Columbia Street

Palo Alto

The truth about E
Editor,

From the paid advertising and the 
creative letter writing, you would 
think that Measure E was taking 
away parkland. You might also 
think that it is building a waste facil-
ity. And both would be wrong.

Read it: Measure E seeks to al-
low the option to use 8 percent of the 
just-closed landfill — the part adja-
cent to the treatment plant — to be 

used for an energy generating com-
posting facility if and when the City 
Council and residents so decide, and 
the type of facility we decide. The 
remaining 92 percent of the land-
fill (or perhaps all of it, if nothing is 
built) will in decades to come be an 
open recreation hillside, but it sure 
isn’t now.

Is it really necessary for those in-
vested in shipping waste to Gilroy to 
so distort the issue? Are they afraid 
that, as part of the analysis of a fu-
ture facility project, waste and graft 
will be uncovered?

Henry Riggs
Alma Street

Palo Alto

No blank check
Editor, 

I respect the environmentalists on 
both sides of Measure E. I agree with 
the Weekly that proponents have 
prematurely submitted this measure 
for undedication when there are too 
many unanswered questions. This 
special election will cost Palo Alto 
several hundred thousand dollars, 
but saving that cost was touted by 
several proponents to switch City 
Council elections to even years.

First, most of the greenhouse gas 
savings comes from switching the 
sewage treatment plant from incin-
eration to wet anaerobic digestion, a 
process that is already being sepa-
rately studied and can occur even if 
Measure E is voted down.

Second, from Palo Alto’s feasibil-
ity study, the only plan potentially 
cheaper than a regional solution for 
yard trimmings and food waste is all 
dry anaerobic digestion. But the pro-
ponents now prefer a combination of 
wet and dry anaerobic digestion, for 
which the Weekly reports the “costs 
of building a new facility would 
exceed the exporting costs.” Our 
refuse fund was supposed to pay 
for completing the dump, but was 
mismanaged and is now millions in 
debt. Public Works says “our refuse 
rate is artificially low,” yet the Palo 
Alto Weekly reports that our “rates 
are among the highest in the imme-
diate region.” Our refuse rates will 
definitely be going up, and under 
the proponents’ plan they will go up 
even faster.

Many of us supported high-speed 
rail when there was no specific plan 
chosen with costing. Many people 
now regret that support. I won’t vote 
a blank check this time. I will vote 
no on Measure E.

Arthur M. Keller
Corina Way

Palo Alto

Energy, economy
Editor,

I recently got a mailer from the 
No on E people stating “Building 
the factory [sic] would require dig-
ging up 3.5 million cubic feet of old 
garbage — and spreading across re-
maining parkland.”

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

 A fatal HSR financial plan

T he state’s High-Speed Rail Authority is making a noble effort 
to bring some veracity to the business plan they hope will guide 
development of a high-speed train project between the Bay Area 

and the Los Angeles Basin.
Major changes were made to the previously published and highly 

criticized plan, including the admission that the ultimate cost  of the 
project will more than double to nearly $100 billion, a number that 
could go as high as $117 billion if certain scenarios take place. Under 
this plan, the system will not be complete until 2033, 13 years later than 
previously forecast.

But this new-found cost realism does not lead to financial viability.
Outside the $10 billion in state bonds and $3.4 billion in federal 

grants, very little of the remaining funding needed has been identified. 
The plan is counting on up to $11 billion in private capital that is little 
more than wishful thinking. 

Just over two months ago, we said in this space that high-speed rail 
was in deep trouble due in part to its funding challenges at the federal 
level, where it faces the almost impossible task of seeking major sup-
port from a Republican-controlled Congress that is not eager to pass 
anything that can be seen as raising the federal deficit.

The new business plan only makes this challenge more formidable. 
How can Californians responsibly support this gargantuan project when 
the state is borrowing just to finance day-to-day operations? 

In its 230-page revised business plan, the commission did scale back 
its ridership projections, although we still have a hard time understand-
ing how the high-speed trains can possibly carry 28.9 million passen-
gers a year — more than 80,000 a day. 

And the report abandoned plans for adding a parallel set of tracks 
on the Peninsula, which means that the high-speed trains would share 
Caltrain tracks between San Jose and San Francisco.

But the bottom line is that high-speed rail is inevitably dependent on 
mostly government financing, and is simply not affordable. There is 
nothing wrong with the vision of high-speed rail, which could reduce 
pollution and the need to build or expand new roads and airports. But 
with the economy shattered at the state and national levels for the 
foreseeable future, legislators must act to end this project, either by 
simply not approving the sale of the bonds, or sending the issue back 
to the voters.

A good start on Cubberley

W ith the city’s lease of the former Cubberley High School site 
expiring in just over two years, there is much to be done by the 
school district and city to determine the 35-acre site’s future.

The City Council Tuesday night set in motion a solid process that is 
designed to immediately get top city and school district administrators 
putting together options with appropriate check-in and involvement of 
policy-makers and community members. 

The challenge is immensely complicated and the financial stakes 
enormous.

The city owns eight acres of the former high school site, and leases 
the rest from the school district for what adds up to about $7 million 
a year. The school district has indicated that it needs the site back for 
school use due to rising enrollment, but this would mean a loss of $7 
million in rental income and the dislocation of the current artists and 
community and other users of the site. In addition, the use of playing 
fields and the city’s eight-acre parcel are in question.

The three committees named by the City Council Tuesday to work 
on a new Cubberley master plan are charged with answering these and 
other thorny questions. The process will include high-level staff mem-
bers from the city and school district, elected officials and community 
representatives, and meetings will be open to the public. 

The schedule calls for the development of a plan over the next 14 
months, not a lot of time in a community that frequently gets entangled 
in lengthy process. City Manager James Keene and school Superin-
tendent Kevin Skelly will need to make this project one of their top 
priorities in the next year, with an emphasis on good communication 
and outreach to the community.

Neither the city nor school district can afford to blow this opportunity 
to develop a creative plan for Cubberley that will make it a vital and 
exciting community asset for decades to come.

Editorial

The Weekly recommends...
Measure D, to repeal binding arbitration, 

vote yes.
Measure E, to undedicated 10 acres of 

parkland, vote yes.
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What is your biggest concern regarding Palo Alto?
Asked on California Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by David Ruiz.

Stephanie Soderborg 
Writer
Stanford Avenue, Palo Alto
“Every entrance to the freeway is im-
possible to get on. It’s always packed 
and it just feels dangerous waiting 
there.”

Victor Guttman
Programming Director
Birch Street, Palo Alto
“The night life is a little boring. I just 
moved here for my job and I thought 
since it was next to Stanford it would 
be a good college town. I was wrong. 

Kirk Turner
Marketer
20th Street, San Francisco
“It’s kinda boring. There aren’t a lot 
of things for me to do here, but it is a 
beautiful city to ride bikes in.”

Elizabeth Santana
Child Psychologist
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park
“Affordability. Everything is very up-
scale here and it’s hard to just find a 
cheap place to eat sometimes. It’s 
difficult.”

Peter Banks-Kenny
Student
Kellogg Avenue, Palo Alto
“California and University Avenue 
aren’t really connected, and I don’t like 
how they’re basically two very different 
parts of the city. I wish the areas in 
between were better unified.”

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise

Do the No on E people seriously 
expect Palo Altans to believe this? 
As park “advocates” and former 
city officials they well know that 
“spreading” anything on “parkland” 
is against regulations. Even if shift-
ed fill were kept onsite, it would be 
capped; park users would not see it.

What is getting spread here is a 
giant truckload of misinformation. 
In the first place, no facility has 
been designed, so there’s no way to 
know how much of the 10-acre site 
would even be needed; it’s mostly 
flat, anyway.

One thing for sure: shipping yard 
and food waste away costs $2 mil-
lion/year and that’s just for start-
ers. What makes the most sense is 
to keep our valuable organic waste 
here and use it to make compost and 
energy. Vote yes on Measure E: en-
ergy, economy, environment.

Carolyn Curtis
Alger Drive

Palo Alto

A walk in the park
Editor,
 Yesterday I walked in Byxbee 
Park and watched the earth-moving 
vehicles landscaping the landfill. 
Along with me was a northern har-
rier doing his daily patrol skimming 
the new rolling hills; a turkey vul-
ture was circling eyeing the new 
site from directly above. The view 
of the new hills and gullies was the 
first time I got excited about Byxbee 
and its potential for a great park and 
natural habitat.
 This excitement is twined with 
the feelings I have as I talk to fel-
low residents about Measure E. The 
support interest and encouragement 
for the city to use its waste to pro-
vide energy and compost has been 

very evident throughout this cam-
paign. Palo Alto is addressing a 
basic infrastructure issue. The city 
conducted a feasibility study for lo-
cal organic conversion facilities. It 
found evidence in Europe of pro-
cesses already working for years 
composting and getting energy from 
all kinds of discarded materials. The 
study provided enough information 
and options for the city to move to 
the next stage of the process, which 
can only be pursued with access to 
land — the 10 acres next to the sew-
age plant — without which there 
are no options. The city is learning 
all about the possibilities of anaero-
bic digestion, whether or not it will 
work for Palo Alto, which is the 
appropriate technology, and how it 
will be funded.

I look forward to hiking in the new 
Byxbee in the knowledge that the 
process of the continuing goals of 
waste management, self-sufficiency 
and environmental sustainability are 
being implemented right there.

Elaine Elbizri
Greer Road

Palo Alto

Moving forward
Editor, 

Voting for Measure E will pro-
claim that Palo Alto is looking to 
the future. Measure E exemplifies 
fiscal, environmental, and social re-
sponsibility, epitomizing wise civic 
action.

Measure E creates options, man-
dating nothing. It will empower 
us to build an anaerobic digestion 
(AD) facility on part of Palo Alto’s 
recently closed dump — 10 acres of 
badly degraded land next door to the 
sewer plant.

Measure E makes financial sense. 
The City Council would need to 
approve a specific, cost-effective 
design. Current analyses already 
show that AD could save us nearly 
$20 million over the first 20 years. 
Thereafter tipping fees would be a 
fraction of what we’d pay to truck 
organic waste far south. And build-
ing an AD facility would help us 
avoid paying $300 million for a new 
incinerator.

Today, Palo Alto burns its sewage 
sludge, wasting millions on fuel and 
sending thousands of tons of CO2 
— not to mention particulates and 
toxins — into the atmosphere. Only 
one other California city uses this 
antiquated technique. Measure E is 
environmentally responsible, putting 
us on the path towards demolishing 
the incinerator, cleaning the air, and 
combating climate change.

Measure E will also advance 
social fairness. Instead of sending 
fleets of trucks to deposit our or-
ganic waste in San Jose and Gilroy, 
we can process it responsibly right 
here. 

Let’s look forward and demand 
the very best for Palo Alto’s future. 
Let’s join together on Election Day 
and vote for Measure E!

John Kelley
Bryant Street

Palo Alto

Land of No?
Editor, 

As Palo Altans decide how to vote 
on Measure E, it may be helpful to 
consider a broader context. In 1965, 
Palo Alto voters passed the current 
park ordinance, dedicating the en-
tire 126-acre landfill to “parkland” 
once it closed. 

Times have changed since 1965. 

The world’s population has doubled, 
passing the 7 billion mark. Climate 
change has emerged as one of the 
most critical issues we face. And by 
2035, the world’s appetite for pe-
troleum is projected to reach twice 
2005 levels. 

We need to adapt and we need to 
lead — proactively. Palo Alto likes 
to think of itself as a community in 
the forefront. We were. But right 
now, we are slipping into the “Land 
of No”— Not In My Back Yard, not 
on that trail, not in that spot, not this 
year.

Leaders say “YES” to something. 
Leaders have vision. Right now, 
burgeoning numbers of residents 
are demonstrating leadership — and 
inviting you to join them by voting 
yes on Measure E. 

If Palo Altans don’t vote yes on 
Measure E, we may well gain the 
inglorious distinction of operating 
California’s last sewage incinera-
tor right next to a less-than-prime 
picnic spot on the 10 acres in ques-
tion. And we’d be forced to replace 
the incinerator, but at much higher 
cost than if we had begun planning 
a more efficient, forward-thinking 
solution this Election Day (Nov. 8). 

Vote yes on Measure E — it’s a 
leadership opportunity in our own 
backyard!

Lisa Van Dusen
Greenwood Avenue

Palo Alto

Once a dump, always a 
dump?
Editor, 

Measure E proposes to undedicate 
10 acres of Byxbee Park, which is a 
dump adjacent to the Water Treat-
ment Facility (sewage plant). It will 

always be a dump, and will always 
be adjacent to the sewage plant. (10 
acres is .24 percent of Palo Alto’s 
4,200 acres of open space).

Other locations have been sought 
for a compost facility; none have 
been found to be feasible.

An Environmental Review has 
not been done yet, because it would 
be costly and foolish to do one be-
fore it is known if the site will be 
available.

An official statement from the 
City Attorney states that if the site 
were undedicated, “the only permit-
ted use would be a compost facility 
as defined in the ordinance. As a 
result, the land would sit fallow un-
less and until a Composting Facility 
were built.” Fears that the site could 
be used “for anything” are legally 
unfounded.

Any concerns about costs, odor, 
noise, excavation, factories, etc. are 
speculative, since no decision has 
been made about the specific tech-
nology that will be utilized. When 
and if the area becomes available, 
research will be done to find the 
most suitable technology for the 
purpose. If no acceptable technol-
ogy is found, the land will return 
to “parkland,” as stated in the ordi-
nance.

Palo Alto prides itself on being an 
“environmentally progressive” city. 
In reality, Palo Alto is sadly lagging 
behind many cities in the country 
and abroad. This could help Palo 
Alto be the leader it should be by 
combining the best of technology 
with environmentalism.

I vote yes on E.
Kristen Anderson 

Hanover Street
Palo Alto
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Introducing 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Virginia Hersche Vincent Allen died after a short illness on Friday, 
September 16, 2011 at the age of 89 in Palo Alto, California. 

Hersche was born in a suburb of Philadelphia in 1922 and moved to 
Southern California with her family in the 1930’s. Hersche attended 
UCLA where she was a member of the Pi Beta Phi sorority. She was 
married during World War II, and her son, Chris, was born in 1944 in 
Bakersfield, California. Hersche lived in Newport Beach, California as 
a young bride and then moved to Murphys, California where she lived 
until 1958. Hersche then moved to the Bay Area. She was very active in 
the Episcopal Church and was the driving force in the establishment of 
a new Episcopal parish in Calaveras County near Murphys.  Hersche 
was employed by the Stanford Overseas Campus Office from 1960 until 
1975. She started as a secretary and finished her career as an Associate 
Director. Following her work in the Overseas Office, she served as an 
Administrative Assistant in the Stanford Associates Program. She also 
did volunteer work for Stanford University including assisting the 
Parents Fund, serving as a member of the Board of the Music Guild, and 
as a volunteer fundraiser. Hersche was one of the founding members 
of the Roth Auxiliary at the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital and 
served as the President of the Roth Auxiliary in 1995 and 1996. 

Hersche is survived by her son, John Christopher Allen, Sr. (Nancy), 
her grandson, John Christopher Allen, Jr. (Isabella), her granddaughter 
Elizabeth Leyhe Rogers (Todd), and her three great grandchildren, Ellie 
and Lila Allen and Abby Rogers, her beloved family, who brought her 
great joy. She was a wonderful mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, 
and great grandmother and friend to many. Hersche was preceded in 
death by her parents, Ross H. Vincent, Sr. and May Hershey Vincent, 
and by her two brothers, Ross H. Vincent, Jr. and Richard Vincent. 

A memorial service celebrating Hersche’s life was held on Thursday, 
September 26, 2011 at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Menlo 
Park, California following a private burial. Memorial contributions 
preferred to the Trinity Church Memorial Garden, 330 Ravenswood 
Avenue, Menlo Park, California 94025 or to the Lucile Packard 
Foundation for Children’s Health, 400 Hamilton Avenue, Suite 340, 
Palo Alto, California 94301.

Hersche Vincent  Allen
January 26, 1922-September 16, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Mary Josephine Sjostrom, a 65 year resident of Menlo 
Park, died peacefully October 9th in Palo Alto at the age of 
95. Her family was by her side. Mary Jo (as she was called) 
was born and raised in Lordsburg, New Mexico, where her 
father, Dr. Edwin Demoss, built and ran the only hospital. 
At that time Lordsburg was truly “The Wild West” and Mary 
Jo was exposed to the danger, adventure and fun of that 
remote environment near the Mexico border. Her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren never tired of 
her vivid and humourous stories, recounting her colorful 
childhood in Lordsburg. As wild as Lordsburg was, Mary Jo 
was always a dedicated student and an avid tennis player. She 
graduated from Lordsburg High School where she was a star 
tennis player, qualifying for the State Championships. She 
left the Southwest to attend Stanford University where she 
obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1936. Following her 
graduation from Stanford, she traveled extensively in Europe. 
Upon returning from her European travels she married Elmer 
John Sjostrom, a fellow Stanford student, who went on to 
practice law in Everett, Washington and San Francisco. Mary 
Jo and Elmer raised their 4 daughters Susan, Sally, MaryAnne, 
Melissa and grandson, Eric, in Menlo Park. Mary Jo was a 
residential real estate agent for 25 years working in the Menlo 
Park and Palo Alto area. She enjoyed golf, the opera, and had 
a great love of gardening. Her beautiful Menlo Park garden 
was, indeed, a “showplace”. However, the greatest of joy in her 
life, as Mary Jo often said, was “my wonderful family”. She is 
survived and will be greatly missed by three daughters; Susan 
Magallanes of San Anselmo, Sally Jones of Palo Alto, Melissa 
Vynne of Friday Harbour, Washington; Eric Gutierrez of 
Prunedale; and 10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her beloved daughter, Mary 
Anne Smith of Charleston, South Carolina. Donations may be 
made to Pathways Hospice of Sunnyvale. A family memorial 
will be held. 

Mary Josephine Sjostrom
Sept. 1, 1916-Oct. 9, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Joyce AuBuchon passed into the loving arms 
of her Lord on Friday October 21, joining her 
beloved husband Harvey who passed away 
just four months ago. She is now at peace 
after a long, difficult struggle with pancreatic 
cancer. Joyce was born on October 22, 1934 
in Corpus Christi TX where she attended WB 
Ray High School and later received her degree 
in Liberals Arts from Del Mar Jr. College in 
1958. For the next 13 years she was a Navy wife 
following her husband of 54 years from Texas 
to Georgia, Florida, Colorado and California. 
After her husband left the Navy to become an 
airline pilot they settled in Palo Alto CA. While 
raising her family she pursued her dream of 
obtaining a degree in Library Science at San 
Jose City College. Joyce was a lifetime member 
of the Santa Clara County Genealogical Society, 
where she dedicated her time to helping others 
trace their family lines. She left a beautiful 
gift for her children and grandchildren by 
tracing their family tree back to the 1600’s 
on they’re father’s side and the 1700’s on her 
side of the family. We will always cherish what 
she accomplished. Joyce was a very active 
member of Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, 
teaching bible and fellowship classes before 
moving to Ventura to be closer to her family 
and devoting herself full time to caring for her 

husband. Joyce is 
preceeded in death 
by her husband 
Harvey AuBuchon, 
her parents Neva 
(Ross) Humphries 
and Clarence Humphries. She is survived by 
her children Mark AuBuchon of Ventura and 
Annette AuBuchon Boyd (Steve) of Ventura, 
her grandchildren Steven and Lindsay Boyd 
of Ventura, her twin sister Joy Humphries 
of Corpus Christi TX, brother Ross (Jane) 
Humphries of Victoria TX, brother in law 
Kendall (Laurie) of Mt. Juliet, TN. Along 
with numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. 
A memorial service will be held for Joyce at 
Ivy Lawn Memorial Park on November 12 
at 1 p.m. The Family would like to thank 
Dr. McIntrye, Dr. Fogel, Dr. Woodling and 
their staff, Community Memorial Hospital, 
Livingston Hospice, Westwood home care, 
for supporting her during her struggle and 
making it possible for her to pass at home 
where she wanted to be with her family by her 
side. In lieu of flowers and to celebrate her life 
long love of gardening, a donation can be made 
in her name to the Ventura Botanical Gardens 
at P.O. Box 3127 Ventura CA 93006-3127.

Joyce AuBuchon
Oct 22, 1934 – October 22, 2011

Vernon Gates, restaurateur, paint-
er, poet and 56-year resident of Palo 
Alto, died Oct. 30 from complica-
tions caused by chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease. He was 82.
Gates, who opened St. Michael’s 

Alley as a coffeehouse on Univer-
sity Avenue in 1959, was a positive, 

spirited, happy person who loved the 
restaurant business, according to his 
longtime partner, Lynn Robinson.

In its heyday on University, St. 
Mike’s drew the likes of Joan Baez, 
The Grateful Dead and Jefferson 
Airplane’s Grace Slick. Gates was 
quoted in Stanford Magazine a 
few years ago, saying he installed 
the first espresso machine south of 
San Francisco. That, comfy chairs, 
newspapers from all over the world, 
open-faced sandwiches and live mu-
sic attracted a young, artsy crowd. 

In 1974, Gates moved the estab-
lishment to the corner of Homer 
Avenue and Emerson Street. In the 
1980s he expanded to the annex next 
door on Homer, turning the corner 
into a “fancier” restaurant and the 
annex into a coffee house with live 
music and a bakery, Robinson said.

Gates ran St. Michael’s Alley until 
1994, when he sold it and retired.

Born in Washington on May 27, 
1929, he earned his undergraduate 
degree at the University of Oregon 
and a master’s degree in commu-
nications at Stanford University in 
1957. 

He is survived by his 30-year part-
ner as well as one daughter, Thalia 
Gates, who lives in Hawaii.

St. Mike’s original owner, 
Vernon Gates, dies
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T
he curving, brick Krause Center for 
Innovation stands high on a grassy 
hill in the autumn dusk. Foothill 

College students must watch their footing 
on a rocky path that leads up to it.

Located next to the school’s observatory, 
the center this fall is similarly a place to 
glimpse another world that few Americans 
ever see: Cuba.

In an elegantly lit round art gallery, the 
new photography exhibition “Cuba in Fo-
cus” has just opened. Images by 11 Ameri-
can and seven Cuban photographers, all 
taken in Cuba, hang together. Bouncy Cu-
ban music plays on a small stereo. The street 
musicians, fruit markets, boxing gyms and 
fat 1950s American cars of Cuba add color 
to the brick walls.

One of the Cuban photographers contrib-
utes a particularly vivid sense of history to 
the show. Perfecto Romero, who was Che 
Guevara’s official photographer, has a black-
and-white shot of Guevara, Fidel Castro and 
their cohorts marching.

The show is the brainchild of Foothill 
photography-department chair Ron Her-
man, who’s an avid traveler but never revis-

its the same place twice. Except for Cuba. 
He’s already planning his third trip.

Most of the photos in “Cuba in Focus” 
come from the second photography group 
trip Herman led to the country, in April. 
Wide-eyed, his 10 students turned lenses 
on dancers and musicians, a tobacco farm, 
the popular Malecón esplanade and seawall, 
and many other scenes in Havana and else-
where.

“At first, we were running around franti-
cally shooting. I think I dreamed through a 
viewfinder for the next month,” Palo Alto 
photographer Mary Bender says.

Then the Americans zoomed in closer, 
meeting locals and also getting to know a 
group of Cuban photographers. They went 
on photo walks together, and the Cubans 
took them to their homes and told them 
about the photographer’s life there, in a 
place that’s been so separate from the Unit-
ed States for 50 years.

It’s difficult to go from world to world, so 
a nonprofit called Global Exchange made 
the trip to Cuba easier by helping with vi-

Photographers focus on the people and stories in a changing Cuba

Top, the photo “Sugarcane Cart” was shot in Cuba by Lisa D’Alessandro, a business 
and art consultant who takes Ron Herman’s photography class at Foothill College.
Above, Palo Alto photographer Mary Bender took this photo, “Salon de Belleza,” 
at a beauty salon where Cuban flags hung right above a picture of Beyoncé.(continued on next page)

by Rebecca Wallace

Lisa D
’Alessandro

M
ary Bender
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sas and red tape and supplying a 
guide. Officially, the Americans 
were there as a professional re-
search delegation, as working 
photographers.

In turn, the idea of bringing a 
troupe of Cuban photographers 
to this country for the Oct. 27 
exhibition opening was daunt-
ing. Only one came, José Manuel 
Fors, who has shown in the Unit-
ed States before. But even this 
one border-crossing was tough, 
Herman says at the opening.

Tonight, Fors has just come 
from giving a talk about his life 
and work to a packed Foothill 
classroom, where he was en-
thusiastically applauded. Now, 
like a rock star, he enters the 
building and is surrounded by 
students taking his picture with 
cell phones.

Inside the gallery, visitors 
squeeze in shoulder-to-shoulder 
and gaze at Cuba.

One man pauses at “Blue 
Taxi,” a photo by American pho-
tographer Mary Ellen Kaschub 
that shows a shining vintage car 
ambling past grandly designed 
but crumbling buildings, in front 
of a sea view and clear sky. 

“It’s like living in a retro 
world,” the man says.

H
erman had that kind 
of open-mouthed curi-
osity about Cuba, too. 

A veteran traveler, he became 
drawn to the country in recent 
years when he heard that it was 
becoming more open to visitors 
and entrepreneurship.

“I felt that there was an urgent 
need to see it,” he said in an in-
terview on campus, chatting with 
a Weekly reporter and with two 
of his Palo Alto students, Bender 
and Robin Lockner.

Herman, who has taught at 
Foothill since 1997, has led pho-
tography trips to Spain, Italy, Ire-
land, Peru and the Czech Repub-
lic. Somehow Cuba got under his 
skin, and he’s taken two groups 
there, the first in September 
2010. Some of his students went 
on both trips.

Herman did see that Cuba was 
changing, even between his first 
and second trips. 

“It was more open to free en-
terprise,” he said. “There were 
people selling things out of the 
windows of their homes, turning 
their front room into a beauty 
parlor.”

At one point, the group saw 

Ron Herman, chair of Foothill 
College’s photography depart-
ment, has led two Cuba trips.

Cuban photographer José 
Manuel Fors at the Foothill 
exhibit opening.

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber

(continued from previous page)

women cleaning up a dirty build-
ing, and they looked so cheerful 
that the photographers stopped 
to talk to them. The women 
were opening their own busi-
ness, something dry-sounding 
involving official forms, but they 
were ecstatic about it, Bender re-
called.

“We were impressed at how 
friendly and how willing they 
were to have their pictures tak-
en,” she said of everyone she 
met.

“Very beautiful people, so 
photogenic,” Lockner added.

That willingness shows in 
many of the Americans’ photos. 
A bare-chested boy transporting 
a load of sugar cane grins in a 
picture by Lisa D’Alessandro. In 
one of Bender’s photos, women 
have allowed the group into their 
barber shop where business goes 
on as usual, a boy getting a hair-
cut in front of a Cuban flag and 
a picture of Beyoncé.

“The strange thing,” Herman 
said, “is that so many people 
would invite you into their 
homes.”

It seemed to the visitors that 
the Cubans already knew a lot 
about America, through TV 
and through their relatives who 
had emigrated. But the Cubans 
thought the Americans didn’t 
know much about them — which 
was probably true, Bender said. 
She smiled. “People wanted to 
convey what their lives were 
like.”

Eduardo Garcia, one of the 
Cuban photographers who met 
with the group and has work in 
the exhibition, echoed that senti-
ment. 

“We photographed together 
with common goals,” he said in a 
Foothill press release. “Now our 
American friends can show our 
reality from their perspective. 
For us, it’s important to gain the 
friendship of people who care 
about Cuba.”

Herman learned much more 
deeply about people’s lives on the 
second trip than the first one.

At first he was engulfed by the 
purely visual: the architecture, 
the cars, the ocean. 

“The second time I was able 
to see past some of the attrac-
tion that your eye sees at first,” 
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“March to Commemorate the Victims of La Coubre, Havana, March 5th, 1960” was taken by Cuban 
photographer Perfecto Romero.He was Che Guevara’s official photographer and now exhibits his work 
as far afield as the United States, France and Russia.

Veronica W
eber

he said. “I got to understand more 
of people’s stories and their strug-
gles, their trepidation and excite-
ment about change.

“I think my ears were open 
more because my eyes weren’t 
overwhelmed.”

In addition, the second group 
got to visit some of the people 
whom Herman had met the first 
time around. Once they walked 
up several flights of stairs, try-
ing to find a man and his family 
whom Herman had photographed 
in 2010, so he could bring them 
prints.

“I was determined to find this 
guy I’d seen on a balcony,” Her-
man said.

“But everyone lives on their 
balconies, because it’s so hot,” 
Bender added, laughing.

Finally the group found the man 
and his mother and gave them the 
photos. “They were so touched,” 
Herman said. “They invited us to 
dinner.”

F
or the Americans, going 
into people’s homes could 
mean being disturbed and 

depressed by the poverty they 
saw. Housing seemed guaranteed 
for most people, Bender said, but 
not the quality or size.

Even the most romantic image 
could have an edge. In Lockner’s 
photo “Stolen Kiss,” a young 
couple shares a moment on a bal-
cony, the girl’s hair in a ballerina 
bun, her hands around his neck. 
The two stand in a shaft of per-
fect sunlight, but the walls around 
them are rust-stained with peeling 
paint. Power lines droop.

It was a moment that a lot of 
the photographers spotted, and 
several cameras went off at once. 
Herman ended up choosing Lock-
ner’s shot for the exhibition, with 
its lines of hanging laundry at the 
bottom. 

“We all shot it, but no one 
framed it like that,” he praised.

Veronica Sosas, left, and Jean Lee look at the “Cuba in Focus” 
photographs at the exhibition opening in October.

In talking to the Cuban photog-
raphers, the Americans also heard 
stories of poverty and shortages. 

“They don’t have the resources: 
chemicals, film paper,” Bender 
said.

One photographer told her that 
he’d shoot his photos but then 
didn’t have paper. So he’d email 
them to a friend in Spain to print 
and mail back. The photographer 
would sign the prints, then mail 
them to Spain in hopes that a gal-
lery there would sell them.

In addition, all the picturesque 

old cars were there for a reason: 
It’s pretty tough to get new parts 
for American cars — or new cars 
— in Cuba, Bender noted. “So 
they have to remake cars over and 
over.”

But in a land of bright-blue 
taxis and Cuban children in tidy 
red-and-white school uniforms, 
things aren’t black and white. The 
Americans did see poverty, but 
they also heard Cubans tell them 
that they had good health care and 
education, especially in the arts.

“Being a musician, I appreciate 
music — we heard so much mu-
sic there,” said Lockner, a classi-
cal flutist. “We rarely heard street 
musicians who were bad.”

The group went to the ballet 
and to the Tropicana Club, a well-
known cabaret. In one night spot, 
Lockner listened to the best jazz 
flutist she’d ever heard. Once on 
the street a woman came up and 
spontaneously sang her an aria.

I
t’s a funny thing about short-
ages. If you’re an artist, they 
can yield surprising creative 

(continued on page 22)

Perfecto Rom
ero

‘ Now our American 
friends can show our 
reality from their 
perspective. For us, 
it’s important to gain 
the friendship of 
people who care 
about Cuba.”

–  Eduardo Garcia, 
Cuban photographer
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rewards.
In his talk at Foothill on Oct. 

27, Fors reflected on the material 
shortages in his artistic career. 
Although he’s shown his work 
in the United States, Europe and 
Latin America, he remains based 
in his home country where he has 
trouble even buying photo paper.

“I buy it when I travel, because 
there’s not much in Cuba,” he said, 
speaking at a podium through a 

translator. Behind him, images 
of his work were projected on a 
screen.

Fors takes photography to a 
different dimension, sometimes 
creating huge installations with 
thousands of photos arranged into 
circles, crosses and other patterns. 
Crosses, he noted, are a common 
symbol in Cuban homes, and a 
circle to him is an “almost perfect 
shape.” He also bundles together 
old family photos with ropes to 
make gallery installations.

Since Fors doesn’t always have 
the materials he wants, he uses 

what he has. He set one installa-
tion on the back of an old carpet 
piece. He made other pieces from 
the skeletons of old umbrellas — 
and then found himself thrilled at 
the shapes, “like spiders.”

“When you have a disadvan-
tage,” he said, “you have to take 
advantage of it.” The audience 
gave a knowing hum.

Fors lived in Spain for a time, 
with all materials at his disposal, 
but he grew bored with his work. 
The best photo paper may be the 
best, but it’s always the same. 
When you have to use an umbrel-

Visitors check out the “Cuba in Focus” photos.

Veronica W
eber

Cuba
(continued from page 19)

Founded in 1959, Pinewood is an independent, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience 
      the  
   Difference

www.pinewood.edu

PINEWOOD 
        SCHOOL

K12
  

Lower Campus 
  – 

 

Middle Campus
  

 

Upper Campus  
 7 – 

 

 

 

Pinewood offers tours  

of all three campuses.  

For schedule information,  

please visit our website.

www.pinewood.edu

&
 
 Open House

November 5, 2011
10am –12pm

Lower Campus 

Upper Campus

Struck Plastic Surgery works with patients from all over 

the Bay Area. Our close proximity to Atherton, Los Gatos, 

Morgan Hill, Palo Alto, Los Altos, Cupertino, Saratoga, 

and San Jose allows us to provide superior pre and post 

operative service to our plastic surgery patients. For more 

services please visit our website www.struckmd.com.

Karen Aigen, R.N.
Skin Rejuvenation 

Specialist

Steven K. Struck, M.D.
Board Certifi ed
Plastic Surgeon

Offer expires Dec. 31, 2011 Service performed by Karen Aigen, R.N.

Buy a full face Fraxel 
for $750 and get the 

neck and chest for FREE! 
Save $500!

Los Gatos
15075 Los Gatos Blvd, Suite 150

408.356.1799

Morgan Hill
17100 Monterey Road

408.776.3999

Atherton
3301 El Camino Real, Suite 200

650.562.0587
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The impromptu moment in “Stolen Kiss” was captured by many of the American photographers on the 
Cuba trip, but Palo Alto photographer Robin Lockner had a special touch, framing the lovers in rusty 
architecture and hanging laundry.

Robin Lockner

la, or old dishes, or falling leaves, 
he said, “that makes you change.”

In fact, Fors created a whole 
series of works inspired by fallen 
leaves. He made installations of 
clear plastic boxes partially filled 
with leaves. He arranged photos 
on a gallery wall in a scatter pat-
tern, then placed leaves on the 
floor in a matching array.

At Foothill, Fors also displayed 
some eerie photos in which leaves 
seemed to be taking over the 
world. A chair, a chandelier and a 
staircase were each half-buried in 
leaves, creating poignant scenes. 

“That’s my house,” he admitted, 
and the audience burst into laugh-
ter. “Instead of a man going out to 
nature, nature inside,” he said.

The image of Fors coming 
from a land of shortages to a land 
of plenty to exhibit his work was 
interesting, and lingered. Later a 
woman wondered aloud if Fors 
had trouble coming to the States 
carrying boxes of umbrella parts, 
leaves and thousands of photos. 

“How does Homeland Security 
welcome you?” she asked wryly, 
to more laughter.

“They treat me well,” Fors re-
sponded seriously, then smiled. 
“But, yes, the luggage tends to be 
very big.” 

What: “Cuba in Focus,” an 
exhibition by 11 American pho-
tographers (Katherine Bazak, 
Mary Bender, Harlan Crowder, 
Lisa D’Alessandro, Ron Her-
man, Bob Hills, Mary Ellen 
Kaschub, Robin Lockner, Laura 
Oliphant, Cynthia Sun and John 
Thacker) and seven Cuban 
photographers (Guillermo Bello, 
Raúl Cañibano, Mario Diaz, 
José Manuel Fors, Eduardo 
Garcia, Jorge Gavilondo and 
Perfecto Romero).

Where: Krause Center for Inno-
vation, Foothill College, 12345 
El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills

When: Through Dec. 8. The 
center is open weekdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cost: Admission is free, and 
parking is $2.

Info: More information about 
the exhibition is available at 
cubainfocus.wordpress.com. 
Information about Ron Herman 
and his next trip to Cuba is 
posted at hermanphotography.
com.

About the cover: Palo Alto 

photographer Robin Lockner 

took the photo “Street Chess.”

Photographer Robin Lockner 
at the exhibit.

Veronica W
eber

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

10:00 a.m. This Sunday:
What Does Faith Look Like? 

Rev. David Howell preaching

 

Come experience our new 5:00 p.m. service! Vibrant, Engaging and Arts-Based.

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace
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E ven as the economy contin-
ues to ail, Bay Area residents 
who value the art of dance 

have reason to feel significantly 
richer this year with the grand en-
trance on the Peninsula scene of 
Menlowe Ballet.

The dance company, founded ear-
lier this year, is based at the Menlo 
Park Academy of Dance studios, 
and is set to give its premiere per-
formance on Nov. 5 at the Bayside 
Performing Arts Center in San Ma-
teo.

DEBUT! will showcase three 
works choreographed by Menlowe 
Ballet co-founder and artistic direc-
tor Michael Lowe, whose career in-
cludes some 28 years as an Oakland 
Ballet dancer and choreographer.

The Nov. 5 performance will 
include the world premiere of Mr. 
Lowe’s “Cirque” — a lively, richly 
textured story-in-movement of “a 
dysfunctional circus” whose per-
formers ultimately find the con-
necting thread to unite them, Lowe 
says.

Along with Lowe, Lisa Shiveley 
of Atherton and Sarah-Jane Mea-
sor, co-owner of the Menlo Park 
Academy of Dance, are company 
co-founders. Shiveley is executive 
director of the new enterprise, and 
Measor — who is married to Mr. 
Lowe — is the assistant artistic di-
rector.

The company was launched af-
ter a successful performance in 
January of one of Lowe’s works, 
“Chuntian,” in Fresno, according 
to Shiveley, who studied and per-
formed ballet for many years as a 
child and young adult. She says she 
got to know Lowe several years ago 
when they both took a class at the 
Academy of Dance, but she knew 
about him long before.

“I idolized him most of my danc-
ing life,” she says, explaining that 
she had seen him perform a number 
of times when he danced with the 
Oakland Ballet.

Shiveley traveled to the “Chunt-
ian” performance in Fresno, and 
was so impressed by it that, when 
talk began to percolate about the 
chances of keeping the momen-

tum alive among the performers by 
forming a new company, she offered 
her services and start-up funding.

“I was so moved as part of that 
(Fresno) audience,” she says. 
“Dance has the power to move peo-
ple and give them greater access to 
their own humanity. In doing so, we 
get more connected to the essence 
of who we are, and to one another.

“It’s an honor to be part of some-
thing that moves people in this way, 
and I couldn’t pass up the oppor-
tunity.”

“Chuntian,” also on the Nov. 5 
program, was inspired by the wa-
tercolors created by Lowe’s mother, 
he says. It is of a genre of dance he 
has become noted for: a contempo-
rary form that borrows from classi-
cal dance, but is rooted in cultural 
themes. The title means “In the 
Spring” in Mandarin.

Lowe’s early work “Bamboo” put 
him on the map in the world of cho-
reography, he says, noting that for 
its premiere performance, he both 
directed the dance and conducted 
the music, performed by Melody 
of China. “Bamboo” inspired 
“Double Happiness,” which will be 
performed in the company’s second 
major performance, this spring at 
the Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts.

In creating the company, Lowe 
says he looked for dancers who, 
first and foremost, have “clean and 
strong technique, followed by good 

Story by Renee Batti  | Photos by Michelle Le

Support 
Palo Alto Weekly’s 

print and online 
coverage of 

our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto

instincts (and) musicality.” 
Asked why the Peninsula needs 

one more dance company, Shive-
ley notes that Menlowe Ballet “is 
not looking to compete” with other 
dance troupes, but to augment the 
choices for local audiences. “And 
the cultural aspect of what Michael 
offers is really not offered much 
elsewhere,” she adds.

Lowe says the company’s intent 
“is to offer Bay Area audiences a 
poignant dose of heart and soul, 
creating an opportunity to look at 
something from a different per-
spective.” 

In addition to “Cirque” and 
“Chuntian,” the Nov. 5 company 
debut will feature a performance 
of “Plague.” 

Info: “DEBUT!” will be performed at 

2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 5 at the 

Bayside Performing Arts Center, 2025 

Kehoe Ave. in San Mateo. Tickets are 

$25 to $40. Call 510-522-6096 for 

tickets. For more information, and to 

watch videos of the company, go to 

menloweballet.org.

D The new Menlowe Ballet 
features original work 
with a cultural touch

ance debut

Lisa Shiveley, executive director of 
Menlowe Ballet. 

Clockwise from top left (facing page): Sharon King and Ikolo Griffin 
rehearse the ballet “Chuntian”; Laura Mindel, left, Aurora Frey, top, 
Sharon Kung, in cage, and Patricia Rehn improvise during a rehearsal 
of “Cirque”; artistic director Michael Lowe directs his dancers; Maria 
LaMance stretches.
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Music
Three Metre Day

The members of the Toronto acoustic indie-roots trio 
Three Metre Day have a busy Saturday planned this 
week. In the morning of Nov. 5 they’ll be performing 
on the West Coast Live radio show, live from the Freight 
& Salvage Coffeehouse in Berkeley. Then they head 
down to Palo Alto to play and lead violin and slide-
guitar workshops at Gryphon Stringed Instruments.

Starting at 2 p.m., the three — violinist Hugh Marsh, 
lap-style slide guitarist Don Rooke, and singer and por-
table-pump-organist Michelle Willis — will be playing 
and teaching at the shop at 21l Lambert Ave. It all hap-
pens in support of the trio’s upcoming debut full-length 
album, “Coasting Notes.”

Tickets to the Gryphon event are $40. Call 650-493-
2131 or go to www.gryphonstrings.com for more infor-
mation.

Stephen and the symphony
Not many 15-year-olds spend their Thanksgiving 

breaks performing on a 1732 Guarneri del Gesu violin 
with a symphony. But this is Stephen Waarts’ fourth 
annual appearance with the Silicon Valley Symphony 
— and he’s also played at Carnegie Hall and in Moscow, 
Pamplona, Weimar and Oslo.

On Nov. 19 and 20, Stephen will solo with the Silicon 
Valley Symphony in Menlo Park and Palo Alto, playing 
Saint-Saëns’ Violin Concerto No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 61. 
Also on the programs are Brahms’ “Academic Festival 
Overture” and Symphony No. 4 in E Minor.

Stephen hails from Los Altos and is currently a stu-
dent at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia (he 

started studying the violin at 
5). He’s received much 

acclaim for his 
performances 
in recent 
y e a r s , 
w i n -
n ing 

awards and performing with 20 orchestras between 
April 2008 and September 2011, according to his web-
site, stephenwaarts.com.

The Nov. 19 concert begins at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 330 Ravenswood Ave. in Menlo 
Park; the Nov. 20 performance is at 4 p.m. at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Tick-
ets are $20 general, $15 for seniors and students, and 
free for children ages 12 and younger. Go to siliconval-
leysymphony.net for more.

Dance
Spotlight on Rodin

Choreography and sculpture are spending plenty 
of time together these days at Stanford’s Cantor Arts 
Center, where a project called “Rodin and the Dancing 
Body” brings an art installation and series of student 
performance workshops to the museum.

The French sculptor Auguste Rodin often found inspi-
ration for his powerful figurative works from dance, cit-
ing Isadora Duncan as his dance muse. Today, Rodin’s 
inspiration continues to extend into the dance world.

As part of a fall-quarter class at Stanford, students 
regularly come to the Cantor’s auditorium to have open 
rehearsals with Alonzo King, the choreographer and 
artistic director of LINES Ballet in San Francisco. The 
public can watch the dancers work with King to develop 
new choreography, and to learn parts of his 1990 work 
“Without Wax,” which draws from Rodin’s lost-wax 
casting technique.

The museum is also providing art materi-
als for visitors to sketch the dancers as they 

work. Upcoming workshops are planned for 
Nov. 10 and Dec. 1 from 6 to 8 p.m., with a final 

performance set for Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. in Stanford’s 
Roble Gym.
Meanwhile, the “Dancing Body” installation at the 

museum features a video montage of Isadora Duncan 
dancing, and gesture drawings by dancers.

The installation is up through Jan. 1, together with 
the companion exhibition “Rodin and America.” That 
show features 132 paintings, sculptures, photos and 
other works of art by U.S. artists who have been influ-
enced by Rodin, including Georgia O’Keefe and Ed-

ward Steichen.
Admission to the Cantor programs and ex-

hibitions is free, and the museum is open 
Wednesday through Sunday from 11 

a.m. to 5 p.m. and Thursdays until 
8, including New Year’s Day. Go 
to museum.stanford.edu or call 

650-723-4177.

Worth a Look
Arts & Entertainment

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Dinner Only-Coupon not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
of the City of Palo Alto 

Historic Resources Board [HRB]

8:00 A.M., Wednesday, November 16, 2011 Palo 
Alto Council Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 
Hamilton Avenue.  Go to the Development Center at 
285 Hamilton Avenue to review filed documents; contact 
Diana Tamale for information regarding business hours 
at 650.329.2144.

1213 Newell Road (Main Library): Request by Palo 
Alto Public Works Engineering for Study Session 
review of modifications to the site circulation and 
related improvements to the Main Library, Art Center, 
and community garden facility.

Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager

8:30 A.M., Thursday, November 17, 2011 Palo Alto 
Council Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton 
Avenue.  Go to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton 
Avenue to review filed documents; contact Diana Tamale for 
information regarding business hours at 650.329.2144.

3431 Hillview [11PLN-00363]: Request by VM Ware on 
behalf of Leland Stanford Jr. University for preliminary 
architectural review of major site renovations including 
renovation of several existing buildings and construction 
of four new office buildings, two amenity buildings and 
three new parking structures. Zone District: RP-5.

4214 EL Camino Real [11PLN-00344]: Request by OTO 
Development on behalf of Schnell Brothers Properties for 
preliminary architectural review of a new four-story, 178 
rooms Hilton Garden Inn.  Zone District: CS.

1213 Newell Road (Main Library): Request by Palo 
Alto Public Works Engineering for Study Session review 
of modifications to the site circulation and related 
improvements to the Main Library, Art Center, and 
community garden facility.

541 Bryant Street [11PLN-00334]: Request by 
Stoecker and Northway Architects, on behalf of 541 
Bryant St. LLC, for Minor Architectural Review for facade 
improvements to an existing commercial building. Zone: 
CD-C(GF)(P). Environmental Assessment: Exempt for 
the California Environmental Quality Act per section 
15301.

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

WHERE:  Lytton Gardens Senior Communities, 656 Lytton Ave.  Palo Alto, CA  www.lyttongardens.org

A collaboration between
University of the Pacific,
Medical Plaza Pharmacy,

and Lytton Gardens

Call Donna  (650) 617-7313

BRING: Your red, white and blue Medicare card 
and all of your prescription medications

Review your Medicare Part D plan and prescriptions, check blood 
pressure, cholesterol, bone density, blood sugar, hearing and more!

Saturday
Nov. 5th

10:30 - 5:00Health Fair
for Medicare Beneficiaries

to schedule 
your appointment!

Violinist Stephen Waarts, 15, will take the stage with the 
Silicon Valley Symphony on Nov. 19 and 20.
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Search a complete 
 listing of  local 

restaurant 
reviews by location 
 or type  of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com

AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet  
494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering 

www.greenelephantgourmet.com

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s 948-2696 

1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 

2010 Best Chinese 

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885 

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House  
947-8888  

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr. 

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $4.75

CHINESE

Su Hong – Menlo Park 

Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 

Winner, Menlo Almanac “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine  

321-6688 

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant  

(650) 462-5903 Fax (650) 462-1433 

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet  M-F; 

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

ITALIAN

La Cucina di Pizzeria Venti  

254-1120 

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 

www.pizzeriaventi.com 

Fresh, Chef Inspired Italian Food

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390 

417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 

www.spalti.com

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Celia’s Mexican Restaurants  
Palo Alto: 3740 El Camino Real 

650-843-0643 

Menlo Park: 1850 El Camino Real 

650-321-8227 

www.celiasrestaurants.com

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 

408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400 

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 

5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Siam Orchid 325-1994  

496 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto  

Organic Thai  

Free Delivery to  

Palo Alto/Stanford/Menlo Park  

Order online at  

www.siamorchidpa.com

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  
321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

of the week

Green  
Elephant  
Gourmet

Fine Burmese and  
Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd,  
Palo Alto 

(650) 494-7391

Open 7 Days a Week

www.greenelephantgourmet.com
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Movies

 “ELIZABETH OLSEN GIVES
 AN ELECTRIFYING,
  STAR-IS-BORN 
 PERFORMANCE.”

ELIZABETH OLSEN
 ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE 

JOHN HAWKESMARTHA
MARCY
MAY 
MARLENE

RELEASED BY TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX.
© 2011 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation.

All Rights Reserved.

“A THRILLER THAT SHIFTS NEARLY IMPERCEPTIBLY BETWEEN

 DREAM, MEMORY
 AND REALITY.”

  A BRAVE, THRILLING
   PERFORMANCE BY
  ELIZABETH OLSEN
  IN A FILM THAT IS FAR
  AND AWAY ONE OF THE
  YEAR’S BEST.”

 “

PALO ALTO SAN JOSE EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS 
START FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

“Splendid”
Roger Ebert / CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 

“A Blast of Entertainment.”
Marshall Fine / HUFFINGTONPOST.COM

CINEMARK
CENTURY SAN FRANCISCO CENTRE 9
845 Market St. Ste. 500
San Francisco
800/FANDANGO 991#
SUNDANCE 
KABUKI CINEMAS
1881 Post St.
San Francisco 415/346-3243
AMC
VAN NESS 14
1000 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco 888/AMC-4FUN

REGAL
HACIENDA CROSSINGS STADIUM 20
5000 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin 925/560-0901
CINEMARK
CENTURY CINEMA 16
1500 N Shoreline Blvd.
Mountain View
800/FANDANGO 910#
CINEMARK
CINEARTS AT PLEASANT HILL
2314 Monument Blvd.
Pleasant Hill 800/FANDANGO 915#

CINEMARK
CENTURY REDWOOD
DOWNTOWN 20
825 Middlefi eld Rd.
Redwood City
800/FANDANGO 990#
CINEMARK
CINEARTS SANTANA ROW
3088 Olsen Dr
San Jose
800/FANDANGO 983#

CINEMARK
CENTURY REGENCY 6
280 Smith Ranch Rd.
San Rafael
415/479-5050
CINEMARK
CENTURY
WALNUT CREEK 14
1201 Locust St.
Walnut Creek
800/FANDANGO 971#

 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR SHOWTIMES

STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
AT ADDITIONAL THEATERS NEAR YOU

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THESKINILIVEINMOVIE.COM

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

ANTONIO BANDERAS   ELENA ANAYA   MARISA PAREDES   JAN CORNET   ROBERTO ÁLAMO

directed by
PEDRO ALMODÓVAR

“SCARY, SEXY AND 
TERRIFICALLY TWISTED!”

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

“SCARY, SEXY AND 
TERRIFICALLY TWISTED!”

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

EL DESEO presents A FILM BY ALMODÓVAR

On

Visit iTunes.com/SPC for a look at 
The Skin I Live In and other SPC films

NOW PLAYING
CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

(800) FANDANGO

Tower Heist 
(Century 16, Century 20) The 

action comedy “Tower Heist” has 
the perfect “generic brand” title to 
match its Teflon blandness. 

Directed by oft-maligned Holly-
wood insider Brett Ratner (“Rush 
Hour”), this “Ocean’s Eleven” pas-
tiche grabs one of that 2001 film’s 
writers (Ted Griffin) and one of 
its stars (Casey Affleck). Though 
only one other scribe gets credit for 
the final script (Jeff Nathanson), 
at least six other writers put their 
fingerprints on it, and yet, the re-
sults are obvious and comedically 
anemic.

But “Tower Heist” may well be-
come a popular hit, not only due to 
its marquee stars (Ben Stiller and 
Eddie Murphy), but its theme of 
99-percenters angrily striking back 
against a slimy, lying, hypocritical 
1-percenter.

Stiller plays Josh Kovacs, the 
super-competent building manager 
of a deluxe apartment in the sky, 
called simply “The Tower.” Josh’s 
tight ship hits an iceberg when he 
learns that penthouse tenant Arthur 
Shaw (Alan Alda) — who agreed 
to invest the pensions of the build-
ing’s staff — has committed secu-

rities fraud “of epic proportions,” 
losing the pensions in the process. 
When he becomes convinced that 
Shaw has $20 million in cash hid-
den in the apartment, Josh hatches 
a scheme to break in, steal the 
money and play Robin Hood to his 
devastated co-workers (fun fact: 
Stiller’s salary for the picture was 
$15 million).

In a development that Ratner 
keeps trying to convince us is 
madcap, Josh gathers a crew of 
downtrodden misfits to carry out 
the heist, including Affleck’s con-
cierge, recently evicted bank victim 
Mr. Fitzhugh (Matthew Broderick), 
new elevator operator Dev’reaux 
(Michael Peña), and Jamaican-born 
maid Odessa (Gabourey Sidibe). 
As in the recent “Horrible Bosses,” 
the supposed criminal ringer is an 
African-American sought out by 
a white novice: Josh recruits jive-
talking jailbird Slide (Murphy) to 
guide the operation’s breaking and 
entering.

What nominally works in “Tow-
er Heist” consists of a couple of 
action scenes of big-budget veri-
similitude: a brief but adrenalized 
chase through Manhattan and the 
extended climax involving the Ma-
cy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and 
a 1963 Ferrari 250 GT Lusso once 
owned by Steve McQueen. Ratner 

is nothing if not slick, but occa-
sional verbal filigrees by Stiller 
and facial gymnastics by Murphy 
only make us long to be watching 
those movies that put them to bet-
ter use. (Ditto the supporting cast, 
perhaps particularly Broderick 
reprising his uptight shtick from 
“The Producers”).

Notwithstanding my fancy use 
of the word “versimilitude,” seeing 
isn’t believing in “Tower Heist,” 
which makes no attempt at airtight 
heist specifics. The picture slides 
down the gullet like greasy-spoon 
fare, except it’s neither tasty nor 
filling.

 Rated PG-13 for language and 
sexual content. One hour, 45 min-
utes.

— Peter Canavese

Martha Marcy May  
Marlene 1/2

(Palo Alto Square) The indie 
psychodrama “Martha Marcy May 
Marlene” doesn’t hide that it’s a 
two-note film. Rather, first-time 
feature writer-director Sean Dur-
kin structures his film to play these 
two notes, alternatingly, until they 
blend into one another.

A character study of sorts, 
“Martha Marcy May Marlene” 
points with its alliterative title to 
the blurring of self necessary to 
brainwash. The Martha (Elizabeth 
Olsen) in question allows herself 
to be absorbed by a cult, a forced-
smiley bunch ruled by a Svengali 
who tells her, “You look like a 
Marcy May.” (“Marlene” refers to 
a code name shared by the cult’s 
women.) Lending his usual stamp 
of unglamorous authenticity, John 
Hawkes plays the cult leader as an 
ideological and sexual seducer of 
the highest order.

Taking turns with Martha’s stint 
in the cult is a second timeline, de-
picting her escape to mainstream 
society, as represented by her su-
perior sister Lucy (Sarah Paulson) 
and impatient brother-in-law Ted 
(Hugh Dancy). Lucy’s lake house 
seems wholly alien to Martha, who 
has lost any social graces she might 
have had. As a matter of course, 
she questions the privileged life-
style of her hosts (after a well-peo-
pled rural commune, Lucy’s size-
able, well-appointed home seems 
obscene), and Martha’s disconnect 
leads to unnerving faux pas, like 
padding into Lucy and Ted’s room 
and curling up on the end of the 
bed while they’re having sex.

The cult scenes depict the loss 
of boundaries that make Mar-
tha’s present actions understand-
able, but we’re never quite made 
privy to what, in the first place, 
made Martha prone to a cult and 
its seemingly transparent sexual 
overtures. (“You need to share 
yourself — don’t be selfish.”) In 
one key moment, Hawkes’ Pat-
rick purrs to Martha words she 

OPENINGS
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50/50 (R)   Century 16: 2:30 p.m.; Fri.-Tue. & Thu. also at 8 p.m.   Century 20: 10:10 p.m.; Fri., Sun.-Thu. 
also at 11:30 a.m. & 4:45 p.m.   

The 7th Voyage of Sinbad (1958)  Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun. at 5:50 & 9:25 p.m.   

A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 12:50, 2:20, 3:20, 4:50 & 5:50 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 7:30, 8:30, 10 & 
Christmas (R) (Not Reviewed)   10:45 p.m.; Sun.-Thu. also at 7:15, 8:15, 9:30 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:10 & 11:55 a.m.; 

12:40, 1:25, 2:15, 2:55, 3:40, 4:35, 5:15, 6, 7, 7:40, 8:25, 9:25, 10:05 & 10:45 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also 
at 10:20 a.m.   

Anonymous (PG-13)  Century 16: Noon, 3:30, 6:40 & 9:35 p.m.   Century 20: 1:05, 4:05, 7:15 & 10:10 p.m.   

Call Northside 777 (1948)  Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 5:30 & 9:15 p.m.   

Footloose (2011) (PG-13)  Century 16: 3:05 & 9:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 2:10, 4:50, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed) 

The Ides of March (R)   Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m.   Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 1:55, 4:20, 6:50 & 
9:20 p.m.    

In Time (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 12:20, 1:55, 2:55, 4:30, 5:30, 7:20, 8:40 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 20: 
11:15 a.m.; 12:10, 1:50, 2:45, 4:25, 5:20, 7:05, 8, 9:45 & 10:40 p.m.   

Jason and the Argonauts (1963)  Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun. at 3:55 & 7:30 p.m.   

Margin Call (R) 1/2 Aquarius Theatre: 4:15, 7 & 9:55 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 1:30 p.m.   

Martha Marcy May Marlene Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:45 & 7:20 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 9:50 p.m. 
(R) 1/2  

The Metropolitan Opera:  Century 20: Sat. at 9 a.m.   Palo Alto Square: Sat. at 9 a.m.   
Siegfried (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

Moneyball (PG-13) 1/2  Century 16: 12:30, 3:50, 6:50 & 9:55 p.m.   Century 20: 1 p.m.; Fri.-Tue. & Thu. also at 4, 6:55 & 
9:55 p.m.   

Mrs. Miniver (1942)  Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 5:05 & 9:40 p.m.   

Oranges & Sunshine (R)  Guild Theatre: 3:30, 6 & 8:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 1 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)

Paranormal Activity 3 (R)  Century 16: 12:25, 2:40, 5, 8:05 & 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 1:45, 3:55, 6:10, 8:30 & 
(Not Reviewed)  10:45 p.m.   

Pride and Prejudice (1940)  Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.   

Puss in Boots (PG)  Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:20, 1:50, 4:20, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m.; Fri.-Mon., Wed. & Thu. also at 6:30 
(Not Reviewed)  p.m.; In 3D at 12:10, 3, 4, 5:20, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m.; In 3D Fri.-Mon., Wed. & Thu. also at 8:55 p.m.    
  Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:40, 3:15, 4:10, 6:35 & 8:55 p.m.; Fri.-Mon., Wed. & Thu. also at 8:10 

p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 10:30 a.m.; In 3D at 12:05, 12:50, 2:25, 4:55, 7:30, 9:50 & 10:30 p.m.; In 
3D Fri.-Mon., Wed. & Thu. also at 5:40 p.m.   

Real Steel (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: Noon & 6:10 p.m.   Century 20: 7:20 p.m.; Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 1:55 p.m.   

Revenge of the Electric Car Aquarius Theatre: 3, 5:15, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 12:45 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show Guild Theatre: Sat. at midnight. 
(R) (Not Reviewed)  

The Rum Diary (R)  Century 16: 12:35, 3:40, 7 & 9:50 p.m.   Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 2:10, 5, 7:50 & 10:40 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed) 

Sarah’s Key (PG-13) 1/2 Century 20: Noon, 2:30, 5:05, 7:45 & 10:15 p.m.   

The Skin I Live In (R) 1/2 Palo Alto Square: 4:30 & 7:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10 p.m.; Fri., Sun.-Thu. also at 1:45 p.m.   

The Three Musketeers (2011)  Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; Fri.-Tue. & Thu. also at 5:10 & 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 4:25 
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed) & 9:40 p.m.; In 3D at 1:50 & 7:05 p.m.   

Tower Heist (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 2:10, 3:10, 4:40, 5:40, 7:40, 8:50 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 
  11:25 a.m.; 12:15, 1:10, 2, 2:50, 3:45, 4:30, 5:25, 6:20, 7:10, 8, 9, 9:45 & 10:35 p.m.; Sat. & Sun.  

 also at 10:35 a.m.   

Twilight Saga Tuesdays: New Century 16: Tue. at 7:30 p.m.   Century 20: Tue. at 7:30 p.m.   
Moon (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)

West Side Story 50th Century 16: Wed. at 7 p.m.   Century 20: Wed. at 7 p.m.  
Anniversary (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed) 

Winchester ‘73 (1950)  Stanford Theatre: Wed. & Thu. at 7:30 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it    Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain 

View (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Red-

wood City (800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, 

Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 

and more information about films playing, go toPalo

AltoOnline.com.

2011
2012

STANFORDARTS

TICKETS livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS
Stanford Ticket Office: Tresidder Memorial Student Union, Second Floor

PACIFICA 
QUARTET
FRI / NOV 4 / 8 PM
DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

GIL SHAHAM,
BACH RECITAL
SUN / NOV 6 / 2:30PM
DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

PLUS: JOSH ROSEMAN SEXTET (NOV 12), HERE TO STAY: THE GERSHWIN 

CONCERT EXPERIENCE (DEC 3), CHANTICLEER (DEC 13) AND MANY MORE!

STARTS FRI. NOV. 4

From the director of “WHO KILLED THE ELECTRIC CAR?”
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LANDMARK
AQUARIUS THEATRE

430 EMERSON STREET, PALO ALTO
650-266-9260

WWW.LANDMARKTHEATRES.COM
FRI-SUN: 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45

MON-THU: 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45
Appearances by 

CHRIS PAINE &

REVENGE TEAM
Sat 11/5 at 5:15 & 7:30!

facebook.com/revengeoftheelectriccar

“AN ENTERTAINING ROLLER COASTER RIDE!”

LA TIMES

twitter.com/revengeelectric

Fri ONLY Martha Marcy May Marlene - 2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50 
11/14 The Skin I Live In - 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00

Sat ONLY Martha Marcy May Marlene -  2:00, 4:45, 7:20 9:50 
11/5 The Skin I Live In - 4:30, 7:15, 10:00

Sun thru Tues Martha Marcy May Marlene - 2:15, 4:45, 7:20 
10/30–11/1  The Skin I Live In -1:45, 4:30, 7:15

must have longed to hear: “You’re 
a teacher and a leader.” Presum-
ably, no one has ever believed (or 
expressed) that Martha has had 
anything to offer in the personal-
ity department. To paraphrase the 
Smothers Brothers: Mom must’ve 
liked Lucy best.

Durkin’s best trick comes in the 
form of seamless transitions from 
present to past, residual damage 

creating fissures that bode a full-
scale freakout and imply that Mar-
tha suffers from PTSD. With the 
possible exception of the film’s po-
larizing resolution, Durkin seems 
sincere in his attempt to consider 
the methodology and psychologi-
cal impact of cults, but by that end-
ing, audiences may well wonder if 
they’ve been psychologically ma-
nipulated just as much as Martha.

At least, though the insights here 
aren’t as plentiful as Durkin seems 
to think, Olsen’s fine work as the 
off-balance, paranoid anti-hero 
helps to create that illusion.

 Rated PG-13 for language and 
sexual content. One hour, 45 min-
utes.

— Peter Canavese
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Eating Out

California Cafe occupies a pic-
turesque space at the Stanford 
Barn. In case you’ve forgotten, 

the Barn dates to 1888 and was part 
of Leland Stanford’s steam-powered 
brick winery. Later, the building 
served as a dormitory, a dairy and 
headquarters for a cattle-breeding 
association. California Cafe debuted 
in 1986.

The restaurant features a lovely 
spacious patio along with a main 
dining room, banquet rooms and full 
bar. Along with its sister in Los Ga-
tos, California Cafe is now owned by 
the international private equity firm 
Tavistock.

Executive chef Mark Pettyjohn 

has an excellent background. He 
is a graduate of the New England 
Culinary Institute and has cooked at 
high-end venues across the country 
including the Restaurant at Meado-
wood in Napa Valley, the late Sono-
ma restaurant The General’s Daugh-
ter, and the ultra-chic — but now 
also-gone — Aqua in San Francisco. 
He tweaks the menu seasonally.

Prices aren’t shy at California 
Cafe, so I expected top-notch food 
and service. Sometimes I got it, 
sometimes I didn’t.

For starters, the salmon tartare 
($11.50) featured a “raw salad” of 
salmon with a pineapple sweet chili 
salsa glazed with a tangy lemon-soy 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Charming locale, 
jagged service

California Cafe has all the ingredients 
but not always the execution

by Dale F. Bentson
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The dining scene at California Cafe.
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Stanford Barn
700 Welch Road, Palo Alto

650-325-2233

californiacafe.com/paloalto

Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-4 

p.m. Brunch: Sat.-Sun. 11 

a.m-3 p.m. Dinner: Mon.-Sat. 

4-9:30 p.m.; Sun. 4-9 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Full Bar

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair  
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor  
seating

Noise level: 
Average

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 
Good
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C U S T O M  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  E V E R Y  S T Y L E  A N D  E V E R Y  B U D G E T  

H O M E  O F F I C E S M E D I A  C E N T E R S W A L L  B E D S C L O S E T S G A R A G E S

L I C E N S E  # 7 8 2 2 1 7
S I N C E  1 9 7 3

� C E R T I F I E D  G R E E N

� M A N U F A C T U R E R ’ S  D I R E C T  P R I C I N G

� L A M I N AT E  &  R E A L W O O D M AT E R I A L  C H O I C E S

�

FREE$ 3 5 0  I N  A C C E S S O R Y  U P G R A D E S

W I T H  P U R C H A S E
S O M E  R E S T R I C T I O N S  A P P LY

V I S I T  O U R  C A M P B E L L  S H O W R O O M

1 1 9 0  D E L L  AV E N U E

4 0 8 . 3 7 0 . 1 0 4 1   W W W. VA L E T C U S T O M . C O M

Asset of the Month: Positive Cultural Identity 
Youth who have a positive cultural identity have 
a sense of belonging and a more positive view of 
school and their future.

What you can do to help young people have 
positive cultural identities:

 

Learn more: projectcornerstone.org

HELP YOUTH  
THRIVE
PALO ALTO FAMILY YMCA

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS 
are the positive relationships,  
opportunities, values and 
skills that young people  
need to grow and thrive.

dressing. It was a satisfying appetite 
revver-upper. 

The Dungeness crab cake ($7.75) 
sat atop a bed of baby mizuna greens 
with pineapple salsa and pineapple 
sauce that did not detract from the 
crab. The mizuna greens — Japanese 
mustard — were peppery and slightly 
bitter, which contrasted nicely with 
the pineapple and brininess of the 
crab.

However, the phyllo-almond baked 
brie ($12.75) with pineapple chutney, 
roasted garlic, caramelized onion and 
toast fell woefully short of the mark. 
The cheese was too underripe and 
when baked didn’t melt enough to 
ooze. The result was crusted flavor-
less cheese. In addition, the toast had 
been over-grilled, leaving it brittle 
and impossible to spread the hard 
cheese on.

Seared potstickers ($8.25) were 
supposedly stuffed with pork and veg-
etables, although the vegetables lay 
atop the plate, not inside the potstick-
er. The wrapper was crusty around 
the edges as if it had been reheated. 
The sauces were dismal. The sweet 
soy sauce was ordinary and the chili 
garlic aioli tasted suspiciously like 
Thousand Island dressing. I instead 
dipped the potstickers in the tasty 
caper olive oil sauce intended for the 
complimentary bread.

More successful, the Alaskan rock 
cod ($25) was flaky yet juicy and 
fishing-line fresh. The pancetta potato 
ragout that accompanied it added tex-
ture and some saltiness to the plate. 

I also had no complaints about the 
chunks of Hawaiian albacore tuna 
($26) that were served over jade rice 
with a crunchy slaw with strips of 
fresh mango. The tuna was perfectly 
cooked to order (barely seared) and 
was served room-temperature. 

Seared, demi-glazed, day-boat scal-
lops ($27) came with sweet corn pan-
cetta risotto and arugula. This was a 
worthwhile dish. The scallops were 
moist and briny; the risotto added an 
earthiness; and the peppery greens 
livened the dish. 

Wild boar ribs ($21.50) brushed 
with a sweet chili glaze and accom-
panied with lemon-scented mizuna 
were just plain fun to eat. The ribs 
were small in comparison to baby-
backs, but plenty meaty. I counted 30 
bones when I finished — and I fin-
ished them all. The glaze was both 
sweet and savory. 

The side of haricots verts (French 
green beans) with pancetta ($5) 
would have been praiseworthy had 
the tiny cubes of pancetta not been 
over-fried. While not quite cinders, 
the bacon had lost its oils, and the tex-
ture had been degraded from chewy 
to jaw-challenging.

For dessert, butterscotch bread pud-
ding ($7.50) was warm, appetizing 

and not overly sweet. Peach cobbler 
($8) was delightful and made with 
organic peaches. Carrot cake ($7.75) 
was delicious and the texture was 
pillowy-soft but still firm enough to 
hold its shape. All good. 

Service, however, slipped up. One 
evening on the patio, our server was 
responsible for both inside and out-
side tables. Problem was, she could 
neither see nor service both areas at 
the same time. Our appetizers arrived 
before our wine order was taken. At 
that point we opted for a glass rather 
than a bottle.

The experience was no better in-
side on a subsequent visit. The wine 
we ordered apparently couldn’t be 
located, but we weren’t informed of 
this until, once again, after our first 
courses arrived. Both times we sat 
in a pleasant restaurant, primed for a 
leisurely evening of dinner and wine, 
with no beverages for over half an 
hour. In both cases, the manager on 
duty should have noticed and jumped 
in to help. 

Ordering wines by the glass can be 
chancy too. In one instance, the Mark 
West Pinot Noir ($10) was too warm, 
making it taste unpleasantly stemmy.

Another time, I chose a glass of 
Sonoma-Cutrer. The waiter poured 
a not-very-generous pour from the 
bottle ($13.50 and yes, there were 
less expensive wines by the glass). 
But that wine retails for $25; it was 
stick-em-up pricing. A full bottle was 
priced at $54. It came with a screw 
cap too, and please, let’s not debate 
that issue.

Generally, wine prices ranged from 
$30 to $60 with some exceptions 
pushing triple digits. Wine prices 
were high versus the quality served. 
Corkage fee is $15.

California Cafe is situated in an 
idyllic spot amongst mature trees, 
flowering planters and old brick 
buildings. There is talent in the kitch-
en but that doesn’t always translate to 
the dining experience. 

Salmon tartare with pineapple salsa and lemon soy dressing, with a 
sesame-seed crisp on top.
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Make the Switch 
Free Online Banking

Free Touchtone Teller

Free Visa Debit Card

Secure Bill Pay

Easy Electronic Funds Transfer

Convenient ezDeposit

Thousands of ATMs nationwide

ATMs inside 7-Eleven® stores

OPEN A CHECKING ACCOUNT WITH A NO-FEE DEBIT CARD

MORE INFO:   SUMCRenewal.org | info@SUMCRenewal.org | 24-Hour Construction Hotline: (650) 701-SUMC (7862)

Eff ective Monday, November 7th, South Pasteur Drive 
will become a two-lane, two-way road. North Pasteur 
Drive will no longer be accessible due to construction 
activities. Stanford Hospital & Clinics will continue to 
be accessed via South Pasteur Drive.
Please also note that Welch Road will continue to be 
a one-lane, one-way road going West between Quarry 
Road and South Pasteur Drive.
Th ank you for your patience during construction.

Stanford University Medical Center is 
beginning construction work to rebuild 
and expand its medical facilities in Palo Alto. 
Please be advised of traffi  c changes around 
the medical center due to construction.
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Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Saturday
College football: Stanford at Oregon 

St., 12:30 p.m., ABC (7); KNBR (1050 
AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Utah, 
1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Stanford freshman Ty Montgomery helped his teammates pull away from USC in last week’s 56-48 triple-
overtime thriller and has been a consistent backup receiver to the oft-injured Chris Owusu this season.

WOMEN’S SOCCER PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Gunn sophomore Sarah Robinson (left) pulled away from defending 
champ Allison Sturges to win the SCVAL El Camino Division title.

KNIGHTS ADVANCE . . . The Palo 

Alto Knights qualified their Cadet and 

Pee Wee youth football teams to the 

NorCal Championships with playoff 

wins last Sunday. The Knights’ Un-

limited 8th Grade team, meanwhile, 

has advanced to the American Youth 

Football League Northwest Regional 

Championship following a 40-0 vic-

tory over San Leandro Jr. Rebels. The 

Cadets upset the No. 2-seeded and 

host Oak Grove West team with a 

14-6 victory and will play Oak Grove 

South for the NorCal champion-

ship at Oak Grove High School on 

Sunday at 2 p.m. The Knights’ Pee 

Wee team defeated the Oakland Dy-

namites, 32-0, at Palo Alto High on 

Sunday to advance the NorCal title 

game and a rematch with Oak Grove 

South, which the Knights defeated in 

2010 to advance to the AYF National 

Championships. The Knights’ Pee 

Wee’s will kickoff at 4 p.m., following 

the Cadets’ game at Oak Grove High. 

The Knights’ Unlimited weight 8th 

grade team will carry an 8-0 record to 

the AYF Regional Championship the 

following weekend, with the winner 

advancing to the AYF National Cham-

pionship in Orlando, Fla.

PREP ALUMS . . . With Palo Alto 

native Toby Espinosa and Atherton 

resident Grant Villeneuve both con-

tributing, the Brown University men’s 

water polo team defeated Harvard, 

15-5, and went on to dominate 

Princeton, 16-5, to claim top honors 

at the Ivy Championships hosted at 

Harvard last weekend in Cambridge, 

Mass. Villeneuve had a goal in the 

title-clinching win over Princeton on 

Sunday and added a goal in the win 

over Harvard, as did Espinosa, a 

Menlo School grad. Villeneuve played 

at Sacred Heart Prep but graduated 

from Deerfield Prep Academy. Palo 

Alto High grad Tim Wenzlau and 

Sacred Heart Prep grad Connor Still 
each scored once for nationally No. 

14-ranked Princeton.

OF LOCAL NOTE . . . Former Stan-

ford All-American Sara (Bei) Hall 
has been named USA Track & Field’s 

Athlete of the Week after winning gold 

in the women’s steeplechase at the 

Pan American Games in Guadalajara, 

Mexico. Hall won in 10:03.16. Hall’s 

medal is not only the the first-ever 

steeplechase medal for an American 

woman at the Pan American Games, 

but also is the first in any major inter-

national competition . . . A women’s 

tennis team from the Stanford area, 

representing the USTA NorCal Sec-

tion, captured a national title at the 

USTA League 4.5 Adult National 

Championships last week in Tucson, 

Ariz.

A star
waiting
to shine

Freshman Ty Montgomery 
is learning the ropes 

during a special season
by Rick Eymer

T y Montgomery showed up at 
a Stanford football camp the 
summer after his freshman 

year of high school at St. Mark’s 
School of Texas in Dallas, eager to 
learn and prepared to do what was 
necessary to get into the school.

Four years later, the freshman re-
ceiver fulfilled one goal and is eager 
to continue his education both on 
the field and in the classroom.

“We thought he was a senior,” 
Cardinal coach David Shaw said 
of Montgomery’s camp attendance. 
“We’ve known since then he would 
be a special player.”

Montgomery introduced himself 
to the college football world last 
Saturday during Stanford’s magnif-
icent 56-48 triple-overtime thriller 
against host USC, in which he filled 
the role of Chris Owusu, who left 
the game after suffering another se-
vere blow to the head and did not 
return as a precaution. Montgomery 
caught five passes for 87 yards.

Two special plays in which he par-
ticipated were particularly exquisite 
in nature and his entire body of work 
for the evening was notable.

His performance may not have 
earned him the start for this Sat-

Taylor, Noyola
hope to go
out in style

by Rick Eymer

L indsay Taylor and Teresa 
Noyola have enjoyed a long, 
fruitful soccer relationship. 

Despite attending different high 
schools, they have played together 
for as long as either can remember.

Saturday night’s match, scheduled 
to kickoff at 7 p.m. in front of a sell-
out crowd, against visiting No. 23 
California (5-3-2, 12-5-2) represents 
the final time the two friends will 
work together in a regular-season 
contest.

Taylor played basketball, instead 
of soccer, at Castilleja, while Noyo-
la became one of the top prospects 
in the country, winning two nation-
al high school player-of-the-year 
awards as a senior at Palo Alto.

Together they have helped lead 
Stanford’s women’s soccer through 
its most productive span in school 
history. Along with Camille Levin 
and Kristy Zurmuhlen, Taylor and 
Noyola make a senior class that has 
won more matches over the past four 

Soccer helps
Gunn runner

stay unbeaten
by Keith Peters

G unn sophomore Sarah Robin-
son most likely had the most 
unusual training method last 

week in preparation for the 2011 
SCVAL El Camino Division Cham-
pionships in cross country.

Robinson did a lot of running, but 
it had nothing to do with cross coun-
try. Rather, she was training with 
the US Soccer U-17 National Team 
at the National Training Center in 
Carson.

“It was a really intense camp,” 
said Robinson, 15, who had been a 
member of the U-15 pool before be-
ing invited to join the older group. 
“The speed of play was a lot faster, 
but I adjusted. I did well.”

In addition to the long hours of 
training, Robinson played in two 
matches and numerous scrimmages. 
The experience was invaluable.

“I learned I can play with the old-
er girls,” she said. “I just needed to 
realize that.”

Robinson returned from the camp 

(continued on page 36)
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seasons than any other school and 
has the highest winning percentage, 
according to collegesoccer360.com. 
Over the past four years, Stanford 
is 86-4-4 (.936). In regular-season 
play, the senior class is 72-1-4.

Taylor and Noyola have played 
in three NCAA Final Fours and 
two NCAA championship matches. 
There’s really only one thing missing 
and that’s sharing a national title.

“In order to win the national 
championship, it’s going to take a 
mentality, a hunger, a drive, a desire, 
to prove that we deserve to win the 
whole thing,” Stanford coach Paul 
Ratcliffe said. “But it’s not easy 
getting there. It’s a lot of work. And 
then we’ve got to finish the job.”

The top-ranked Cardinal (10-0, 
18-0-1) clinched its third consecu-
tive Pac-12 title last week when 
Taylor scored twice in Stanford’s 
2-1 victory over Oregon State, a per-
formance that netted her National 
Player of the Week.

“L.T. is in great form,” Ratcliffe 
said. “She’s getting better and better 
as the season goes on.” 

At stake Saturday is the possibil-
ity of achieving a third straight un-
beaten regular season along with a 
slew of other streaks. Stanford has 
a regular-season unbeaten streak of 
61, and extended several other im-
pressive streaks. Stanford extended 
its Pac-12 winning streak to 30, its 
road (non-neutral) unbeaten streak 
to 28, its unbeaten streak to 19, and 
its Pac-12 road winning streak to 
16.

“We’ve got to finish strong and 
prepare well for the playoffs,” Rat-

Soccer
(continued from previous page)

Join the community discussion on the  
proposed playground renovations at the  

Ventura Community Center

Wednesday, November 16, 2011, 6:30 PM

Ventura Community Center  
in the Ventura Activity Center Hall  

3990 Ventura Court  
Palo Alto, CA  94306

The City of Palo Alto seeks public input on the proposed  
renovations to the playground area & play field

Meeting hosted by
City of Palo Alto Public Works (650) 617-3183

Email pwecips@cityofpaloalto.org for more information.

COMMUNITY MEETING

Notice is hereby given that proposals will be received by the Palo Alto Unified 

School District for the following bid package:

Contract No. FM-11

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK:  Construction of a new classroom 

building, addition to library, modernization to multiple existing buildings, site 

& landscape modernization. Work includes but is not limited to: demolition, 

abatement, excavation, site work, landscaping, irrigation, site utilities, 

concrete, structural steel, CMU, framing, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, 

finishes etc. Bidding documents contain the full description of the work.

There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit at 3:00 p.m. on 

November 21, 2011 at Fairmeadow Elementary School located at 
500 East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto, California 94306.

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District Facilities Office 

building D, by 3:30 p.m. on December 5, 2011. 
Pre-Qualified General Contractors: List of pre-qualified general 

contractors can be obtained by emailing request to ptiwana@pausd.org

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must comply 

with all prevailing wage laws applicable to    the Project, and related 

requirements contained in the Contract Documents.

Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor Compliance 

Program (LCP) for the duration of this project.

In bidding this project, the contractor warrants he/she is aware and will 

follow the Public Works Chapter of the California Labor Code comprised 

of labor code sections 1720 – 1861.  A copy of the Districts LCP is 

available for review at 25 Churchill Avenue, Building D, Palo Alto, CA  

94306.

1.  A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contractor or 

subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law requirements 

applicable to the contract.           

2.  Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and furnish to the 

District, at a designated time, a certified copy of each payroll with a 

statement of compliance signed under penalty of perjury.

3.  The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll records to 

verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter of the Labor Code.

4.  The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll records are 

delinquent or inadequate.

5.  The District shall withhold contract payments as described in the 

LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and Labor 

Commissioner establish that underpayment of other violations has 

occurred.

Bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities Office, Building “D”. 

Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and Specifications at American 
Reprographics Company (ARC), 599 Fairchild Drive, Mountain 
View, CA  94043, Phone Number (650) 967-1966.

All questions can be addressed to: 

Palo Alto Unified School District

25 Churchill Avenue, Building D

Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099

Attn: Peter Tiwana ptiwana@pausd.org

Phone: (650) 329-3927

Fax: (650) 327-3588

Palo Alto Unified  
School District

Palo Alto High grad Teresa Noyola (7) and Castilleja grad Lindsay 
Taylor (17) will close out their regular-season careers Saturday.

Palo Alto High senior Jasmine Tosky will take her All-American 
credentials to USC next fall.

Rick Bale/Stanford Athletics

cliffe said.
Noyola, among the 10 finalists for 

the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award for 
women’s soccer, had her first multi-
goal performance in two years and 
third of her collegiate career when 
she scored twice against Oregon.

Taylor leads the Pac-12 with 16 
goals, giving her 49 for her ca-
reer and tying her for fifth on the 
school’s all-time list.

Stanford sophomore goalkeeper 
Emily Oliver allowed just her fourth 
goal of the season against the Bea-
vers. She’s ranked second in the 
nation in GAA (.272) to Oklahoma 
State’s Adrianna Franch (.229).

As a team, Stanford ranks eighth 
in GAA and third in goals per game 

(3.05). Taylor is tied for 12th in 
goals scored and Noyola is tied for 
15th in assists.

The Cardinal will likely host the 
first four rounds of the NCAA tour-
nament should it continue winning. 
The first round will be held the 
weekend of Nov. 11-13. The selec-
tion show will be available at ncaa.
com on Monday.

The Women’s College Cup is at 
Kennesaw State in Georgia, with 
semifinals set for Dec. 2. The KSU 
stadium, with a capacity of 8,300, 
is the largest women’s soccer-only 
facility.

Taylor and Noyola would love to 
end their college careers there with 
a win on Dec. 4. 

PREP SWIMMING

Paly’s Tosky
picks USC

over Stanford
All-American hits road  

instead of crossing  
El Camino Real

by Keith Peters

C ompeting just across the street 
from Stanford, it seemed only 
natural that Palo Alto High’s 

Jasmine Tosky eventually would 
make the short trip across El Cami-
no Real and continue her swimming 
career with the Cardinal.

Tosky, in her senior year, will be 
swimming at Avery Aquatic Com-
plex in the coming years, but it will 
be as a member of a visiting team. 

Tosky, the Swimming World Fe-
male High School Co-Swimmer of 
the Year, has decided to become a 
member of the USC swim program 
next fall.

Tosky reportedly made up her 
mind just recently and told both 
USC coach Dave Salo and Stanford 
coach Lea Maurer of her decision 
this past weekend, before she left 
Monday morning for Singapore 
as part of a FINA World Cup trip. 
She’ll return this weekend.

Tosky, who is a six-star recruit 
in the Swimming World College 

Recruit Rankings system, had her 
selection reported by Swimming 
World magazine and confirmed by 
her Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics club 
coach, Tony Batis — a USC alum. 

While Tosky seemed a natural 
fit for Stanford, she’ll take her con-
siderable talent south and swim for 
USC. She’s an immediate threat to 
compete for an NCAA title in nearly 
any event.

According to Swimming World, 
Tosky already owns five times that 
would have put her into the A final 

at the 2011 NCAA Division I Cham-
pionships: 200-yard free 1:44.11; 
100 fly 51.92; 200 fly 1:54.63; 200 
IM 1:54.80; 400 IM 4:04.65.

Tosky’s 200-yard breast (2:10.56), 
meanwhile, would have put her into 
the B final at NCAAs last year, as 
well.

Tosky splashed to the upper ech-
elon of recruits by becoming the 
first person to break Misty Hy-
man’s legendary high school record 

Keith Peters

(continued on page 39)
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this past weekend in fine shape, 
both mentally and physically. Com-
pared to what she experienced in the 
soccer camp made Tuesday’s league 
finals a relative stroll.

Not only did Robinson keep her 
perfect season intact by running 
away with individual honors for the 
fourth time this season, but she did 
so with a remarkable effort over the 
hilly 2.95-mile course at Crystal 
Springs in Belmont.

Shaving more than a minute off 
her best time 
on the course, 
Robinson be-
came the No. 
2 performer in 
school history 
with the third-
fastest Gunn 
time ever while 
racing to vic-
tory in 17:32.

Tori Tyler ran 
16:51.3 in 2004 
and added a 17:31 in the ‘04 league 
meet to post Gunn’s top two times 
ever at Crystal Springs. Robinson, 
meanwhile, now ranks among the 
top 40 all-time on the course.

“I felt pretty good throughout the 
race,” said Robinson, who clocked 
the No. 3 time this season on the 
course and fastest by a Central 
Coast Section Division I runner. 
“This gave me a gauge of what pace 
I can run (at CCS).”

Gunn coach Matt Tompkins was 
a little surprised with Robinson’s 
race.

“Sarah’s like an iceberg,” he said, 
“We have no clue what’s below the 
surface . . . get some competition 
and who knows what she can do.”

Tompkins asked Robinson to 
make a push on the downhill just 
past the one-mile mark, to see if 
she could open some distance on the 
field — which at that point was only 
defending champ Allison Sturges of 
Mountain View. Robinson opened a 
gap and the race was all but over.

“Sarah’s very relaxed, smooth,” 
Tompkins said. “She’s run all these 
races to win.”

Remarkably, Robinson nearly ran 
even splits.

While Tompkins said 
that Tyler’s school record 
of 16:51.3 looks untouch-
able now, that time was run 
her senior year. Robinson 
is just a sophomore.

“There are very few 
runners who break 17:00,” 
Tompkins said. “But, if she 
can run in the low 17s, she 
can make nationals.”

Robinson, however, must 
divide her time between running 
and soccer. During a normal week, 
she’ll train with her cross-country 
team and then head off to soccer 
practice with her club team.

Tompkins said that Robinson 
probably runs less than 30 miles 
a week with Gunn, but add in the 
running she does in soccer and the 
mileage goes up along with her fit-
ness.

Thus, Robinson should be favored 
for the CCS title and will have her 
teammates there with her when the 
Titans go after a state berth at the 
section finals on Nov. 12, also at 

Crystal Springs. 
With Robinson running 1:36 

faster than last season’s third-place 
finish at the league meet, the Titans 
scored 61 points and finished sec-
ond to Mountain View’s 39. Palo 
Alto finished third with 64 points 
and also qualified for CCS as a team 
as all three duplicated their league 
performances from last season.

Gunn and Paly each placed all 
their scoring runners among the 
top 25. Robinson was followed by 
Kieran Gallagher in ninth (20:04), 
Christine Prior in 12th (20:32), Eli-

ana Ribbe in 19th (21:02) 
and Melia Dunbar in 20th 
(21:10)

Palo Alto was led by 
freshman Katie Foug in 
fifth (19:30), junior Chika 
Kasahara in sixth (19:34), 
Audrey DeBruine in 16th 
(20:41), Rachelle Hol-
mgren in 17th (20:53) and 
Sophia Robinson in 21st 
(21:14).

With senior Andrew Pri-
or clocking a personal best of 15:50, 
the Gunn boys’ cross-country team 
finished second with 60 points. Los 
Altos won with 52. Palo Alto was 
sixth and missed qualifying for CCS 
as a team.

Prior, who finished fifth in last 
year’s race in 16:15, led a Gunn 
team that produced five personal 
bests among its senior scorers.

Peter Chen finished sixth (16:16) 
after taking 10th last year, Daniel 
Krigel raced home 12th (16:36), Mi-
chael Underwood was 15th (16:47), 
and Shaun Yee took 24th in 17:21. 

Palo Alto’s Nikolai Solgaard fin-

Cross country
(continued from page 33)

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Gunn senior Andrew Prior (right) pulled away for a third-place finish 
with a personal best of 15:50 in the SCVAL El Camino Division finals.

ished 13th in 16:39 and qualified for 
CCS as an individual.

The West Bay Athletic League 
finals will return to Crystal Springs 
on Friday with the boys starting at 3 
p.m. and the girls at 3:30 p.m.

The Menlo boys and Sacred Heart 
Prep girls are the defending team 
champions, while Priory senior Kat 
Gregory is back to defend her girls’ 
individual crown. 

Keith Peters

Paly’s Katie Foug (right) and 
Chika Kasahara were 5th and 6th.

Keith Peters

They’ll all carry titles
into the CCS playoffs

Palo Alto, Sacred Heart Prep and Menlo-Atherton all win their 
respective league crowns before wrapping up regular season

by Keith Peters

T he final match of the regular 
season likely proved anti-
climatic for three local girls’ 

volleyball teams on Thursday night 
as all three played to remain un-
beaten in league play. Other than 
that, there was little drama for the 
Palo Alto, Sacred Heart Prep and 
Menlo-Atherton squads.

All three teams wrapped up their 
respective division crowns on Tues-
day night in matches that ranged 
from the dramatic to the sublime.

All the drama was provided by 
Palo Alto, which was forced to five 
sets before winning its sixth straight 
SCVAL De Anza Division crown 
with a 25-12, 19-25, 18-25, 25-19, 
15-11 victory at Los Gatos. 

“We definitely had to earn this 
match,” said Paly coach Dave 
Winn, whose team improved to 
11-0 in league (29-3) heading into 
last night’s regular-season finale at 
Gunn.

“We caught them off guard in the 
first set,” added Winn. “I think the 
(Los Gatos) seniors were still a bit 
distracted from all the senior night 
festivities at their place. We could 
do no wrong in the first set and aced 
them a few times.

“But then Gatos woke up and we 
started making errors. In fact, we 
missed six serves in the second set 
alone (but made only two others 
in the whole match). Most of our 
timeouts were spent tying to calm 
down and start trusting one another 
more.”

Winn said his team finally started 
executing the scouting report on Los 
Gatos in the fourth set.

“And then it was just two good 
teams duking it out the rest of the 
way.” Winn said. “We finished with 
11 kills to their seven in the fifth set 
and maintained the spacing until the 
last thunderous hit from Melanie 
(Wade) to seal the deal.”

The Wildcats (9-2, 22-8) needed a 
victory to force a co-championship, 
but instead dropped their second 
match to the Vikings this season af-
ter handing Paly its only loss during 
a 41-1 campaign in 2010 that saw the 
Vikings win the CIF Division I state 
championship.

Paly senior Maddie Kuppe had a 
career-high 29 kills with 12 digs and 
Wade added 25 kills, six blocks and 
four aces. Senior Caroline Martin 
had 15 digs and three aces, junior 
Shelby Knowles added 13 digs 
while senior Kimmy Whitson had 
a season-high 53 assists to go with 
four kills and four blocks. 

Palo Alto should take a 15-match 
win streak into next week’s opening 
round of the Central Coast Section 
Division I playoffs. The defend-
ing champion Vikings should get 
the No. 1 seed and won’t host until 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

Gunn won’t be playing next week. 
The Titans (1-10, 14-18) dropped a 
25-22, 22-25, 25-23, 25-23 SCVAL 

De Anza Division decision to host 
Monta Vista on Tuesday, despite 18 
kills from senior Julia Maggion-
calda.

Sacred Heart Prep, meanwhile, 
wasn’t tested like Palo Alto while 
capturing the West Bay Athletic 
League (Foothill Division) title with 
a 21-25, 26-24, 25-15, 25-18 victory 
over visiting Castilleja on Tuesday 
night. It was SHP’s seventh straight 
victory.

The Gators (9-0, 21-5) were led by 
seniors Sarah Daschbach and Jesse 
Ebner, who had 22 kills and 12 kills, 
respectively. Senior Olivia Bertoluc-
ci had 24 digs for SHP, which closed 
out the regular season last night at 
Menlo School.

Castilleja was led by junior Lucy 
Tashman with 13 kills and four 
blocks while junior Lindsey Wang 
added 10 kills and 18 digs. Fresh-
man Jennifer DiSanto contributed 
24 digs and two aces for the Ga-
tors.

As defending champ, Sacred Heart 
Prep should get the No. 1 seed for 
the CCS Division IV playoffs and, 
like Paly, receive a first-round bye 
before hosting on Nov. 10. Castilleja 
(4-6, 17-14), which was upended by 
Mercy-San Francisco on Wednes-
day night,  also should advance to 
CCS, playing in the first round next 
Thursday.

Menlo-Atherton, meanwhile, 
moved closer to a perfect season 
in the PAL Bay Division with a 
relatively easy 25-12, 25-23, 25-15 
sweep of Aragon on Tuesday. The 
Bears (13-0, 25-4), also clinch-
ing the division title, got five kills, 
six digs, four blocks and two aces 
from junior Katelyn Doherty while 
normal reserves Sara Altman (four 
kills, four aces, five digs) and Jaque-
line Stoner (four kills) also contrib-
uted to the victory. 

Menlo-Atherton faced Woodside 
last night to close the PAL season. 
The Bears, who finished second to 
Paly in CCS last season, could re-
ceive the No. 2 seed and get a bye 
into the second round on Nov. 10.

Elsewhere on Tuesday night:
Menlo School extended its win-

ning streak to five matches with a 
23-25, 25-10, 25-20, 26-24 victory 
over host Notre Dame-San Jose in a 
WBAL  (Foothill Division) match. 
The Knights (7-2, 22-6) got 20 kills, 
nine digs and two aces from senior 
Natalie Roy to lead the way.

A trio of sophomores also helped 
rally Menlo, as well. Maddie Huber 
contributed 13 kills and 10 digs, 
Maddy Frappier added 11 kills and 
nine digs with libero Melissa Cairo 
finishing with 15 digs and four aces. 
Freshman setter Elisa Merten had 
48 assists and eight digs for Men-
lo, which will Menlo-Atherton on 
Friday (5:45 p.m.) in a nonleague 
match, should advance to CCS. The 
Knights will host the semifinals on 
Nov. 16, no matter if they are still 
playing. 

Peter Chen

Nikolai Solgaard
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urday’s 12:30 p.m. game at Oregon 
State (2-3, 2-6), but Montgomery 
will remain an integral player on of-
fense and on special teams. Owusu, 
who was cleared to practice this 
week, will start.

Stanford takes a 6-0 mark in the 
Pac-12 Northern Division into the 
game, an 8-0 overall mark and the 
nation’s longest current winning 
streak of 16 games. The Cardinal 
is ranked No. 4 by The Associated 
Press and is No. 4 in the BCS stand-
ings — with a chance to move up 
this weekend when No. 1 LSU and 
No. 2 Alabama meet.

And Montgomery has contributed 
to Stanford’s successful start.

“He has strength, speed and good 
hands,” Shaw said of his prized 
freshman. “But by no means is he 
ready to take over anything.”

That doesn’t stop Shaw and other 
Stanford players from showering 
compliments on Montgomery, a 
well-spoken, thoughtful young man 
who listened to his camp counselors 
four years ago and applied himself 
in a search for success.

“He’s a sharp kid,” Cardinal quar-
terback and Heisman Trophy candi-
date Andrew Luck said. “Since Day 
1 he has asked the right questions. 
He seems insightful and has a keen 
football mind.”

Montgomery learned many things 
at his first football camp and re-
called some advice he received from 
his coaches.

“They said ëif you work hard and 
do what my mom tells me,’ I will 
be successful,” Montgomery said. 
“It became apparent to me that 
Stanford is a place to be success-
ful. Football is important to me but 
one thing my mom (Lisa) taught me 
was NFL stands for ëNot For Long.’ 
The average career is about three 
years.”

In high school the Marksmen ran 
a spread offense and Montgomery 
excelled both as a receiver and run-
ner. Of his 17 receptions last year, 
10 went for touchdowns. He also 
rushed for 823 yards on 93 carries.

“The pro style was foreign to me,” 
said Montgomery, who set about 
quickly integrating himself into the 
new system at Stanford.

He also lettered in baseball and 
lacrosse, and was one of seven St. 
Mark’s School athletes to sign with 
a college. He was the only one who 
went west.

In his first action late in the USC 
game, Montgomery was on the re-
ceiving end of a flea-flicker pass 
from Luck that went for 62 yards 
late in the third quarter. It set up a 
touchdown that gave Stanford a 24-
20 edge.

“I was thinking touchdown but I 
turned around to look and lost my 
footing,” Montgomery said with a 
grin.

Montgomery did not expect to be 
in the game that late and certainly 
wasn’t expecting to be involved in 
the two-minute offense and all three 
overtime periods.

“I loved every minute of it,” he 
said.

After Luck threw the interception 
that gave the Trojans the lead late in 
the fourth quarter, Montgomery ac-
knowledged he was a little worried 
about the outcome.

“Then Andrew walked the side-
line and said everything was going 
to be all right and I stopped wor-
rying,” Montgomery said. “The fact 
he’s done it before, over and over 
and over again, allows you to trust 
what he says.”

Montgomery caught the first 
two passes of the drive for the ty-
ing touchdown, and then performed 
the hook-and-ladder with Luck and 
Jeremy Stewart to perfection in the 
first overtime, even though he had 
never practiced the play.

“Chris has taught me a lot about 
footwork and accelerating,” Mont-
gomery said. “Sometimes he doesn’t 
have to say anything. When you 
watch him, you can learn a lot.”

Montgomery also kept a drive 
alive in the second overtime with 
a nine-yard reception and now has 
seven catches for an even 100 yards. 
He’s rushed once for eight yards and 
has a fumble recovery along with 
three tackles.

Montgomery scored his first col-
legiate touchdown on a 96-yard 
kickoff return that ended Stanford’s 
44-14 victory over Washington 
State. He’s averaging 30.8 yards a 
return.

NOTES: Freshman Jordan Wil-
liamson, who missed the USC con-
test with an injury, was named one 
of 20 finalists for the Lou Groza 
Trophy, representative of college’s 
top placekicker . . . Kickoff for next 

Stanford football
(continued from page 33)

David DeCastro and Andrew Luck (right) celebrated Stanford’s 56-48 
triple-overtime victory over USC last weekend.

brought to you by Keep the holidays local — visit 

ShopPaloAlto.com/holidayevents

Browse local 

menus and 

specials to create 

your perfect 

Thanksgiving 

holiday

A community collaboration brought to you by

For more 
information call 

650.223.6587 
or email info@

ShopPaloAlto.com

Take Home Save in Store

Thanksgiving Dinner Menu

Scott’s invites you to celebrate  Thanksgiving with us

Serving from 2pm – 7pm
Butternut Squash Soupor

Mixed Green Salad with Candied Walnuts, Maytag Blue Cheese
Oven Roasted Turkey or Honey Ham Cornbread Stuffing Seasonal VegetablesMashed Potatoes & GraC

Dine Out

Saturday’s game against Oregon has 
been set for 5 p.m. . . . Stanford is 
5-9 in its last 14 meetings with Or-
egon State . . . The Cardinal ranks 
third nationally with 49.5 points a 
game . . . The 121 combined points 
of the past two games are the most 
ever accumulated by a Stanford 
team in consecutive games . . . 

Stanford has scored a touchdown or 
field goal in all 47 trips into the red 
zone, tops in the nation . . . Stanford 
tight end Zach Ertz is expected to 
miss this weekend’s game after be-
ing injured against USC. Defensive 
back Delano Howell also could miss 
his third straight game with a hand 
injury. 

M
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Elizabeth Anderson*
Gunn water polo

Rachael Henry
Sacred Heart Prep golf

Pauli King
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Ali Spindt
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Melanie Wade
Palo Alto volleyball

Kimmy Whitson*
Palo Alto volleyball

B.J. Boyd*
Palo Alto football

Keller Chryst
Palo Alto football

Morris Gates-Mouton
Palo Alto football

James McDaniel*
Priory football

Cameron Moody
Menlo-Atherton football

Dustin Nascimento
Menlo-Atherton football

Honorable mention

Maddie Kuppe
Palo Alto High

The senior starred in a 
7-0 volleyball week that 
included 43 kills ( just four 
errors), 28 digs and .494 
hitting as the Vikings went 
5-0 and defended their 
title at the Spikefest II 
tourney while improving to 
28-3.

Dante Fraioli
Pinewood School

The senior running back/
linebacker rushed for 170 
yards and scored five touch-
downs in addition to making 
21 tackles while sparking 
the Panthers to a 56-6 vic-
tory in eight-man football 
and a three-way tie for the 
MTAL title.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Repeal Binding Arbitration  — YES on Measure D      360 Iris Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303      FPPC#1340875

YESon D! November  8

YESon D!

Fire

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%
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0%

All other

Police

City of Palo Alto
Operating Expense Increases  

2002–2010

Editorial: Yes on D. Repeal Binding Arbitration.

and police unions the same way as virtually every one of 

our neighboring communities....
October 14, 2011

an agreement, it does not erase the petulant and ineffective union behavior of the 

last two years. That behavior included last year’s Measure R, a proposal by the 

Nor does the new contract change the need for Measure D.

and Measure D should not be twisted to suggest it is a vote against these public 

servants or against collective bargaining rights.

Measure D will at long last simply get Palo Alto back into the mainstream of 

public employee labor negotiation practices.

RepealBindingArbitration.org

Restore Fiscal Responsibility...

Repeal Binding Arbitration

Public safety 

spending in Palo 

Alto increased by 80%  

in the last decade.  

The spending for 

other departments  

is basically flat.

Editorial: 
‘Yes’ on D—Control city spending.October 15, 2011

 

have the ability to control these soaring expenses.... 

the city council where it belongs.”

Editorial

October 25, 2011 

“The result [of Binding Arbitration] is that Palo Alto’s public 

-

years of service to retire at age 50 with 90 percent of their pay: 

because the city offered it rather than face arbitration.”

Editorial:  
Yes on D—Control City Spending
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WHEN IT’S YOUR CHILD, 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Ecole internationale de la Péninsule

PRE-SCHOOL

Outstanding full-
day program.

LANGUAGE

Longest running 
bilingual 
immersion school 
in the area. 
Experienced 
native-speaking 
faculty.

ACADEMICS

Established English 
curriculum. 
Rigorous program 
in a nurturing 
environment. Low 
student-to-teacher 
ratio.

TEACHING MANDARIN CHINESE IMMERSION FOR 15 
YEARS. A LEADER IN FRENCH IMMERSION IN PALO 
ALTO. ACCEPTING PRE-SCHOOL APPLICATIONS. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA

RSVP FOR A TOUR!
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
NOVEMBER 12, 2011

in the 100-yard fly. Tosky clocked 
a 51.92 during prelims of the 2011 
CIF Central Coast Section Cham-
pionships to break the oldest girls’ 
record — public or private school 
— in the national high school record 
books, as Hyman’s 52.41 record had 
stood since 1996.

Tosky was the first to break the 
52-second barrier.

Tosky will be honored as the 2011 
Female High School Athlete of the 
Year by the San Jose Sports Hall of 
Fame on Nov. 9 at the HP Pavilion 
in San Jose.

The San Jose Sports Hall of Fame, 
a program of the San Jose Sports 
Authority, is now in its 17th year of 
celebrating Santa Clara County’s 
tremendous sports heritage.

Each November, the San Jose 
Sports Hall of Fame hosts an induc-
tion ceremony and dinner to recog-
nize and honor those athletes and 
coaches who have contributed to 
our rich sports history. It is also one 
of the city’s largest civic events with 
over 750 business and city leaders in 
attendance. 

This year’s San Jose Sports Hall 
of Fame inductees are Rudy Galin-
do (figure skating), former Stanford 
coach Art Lambert (water polo), 
Dan Pastorini (football), Peter Ue-
berroth (sports executive), and Kris-
ti Yamaguchi (figure skating).

In addition to the Hall of Fame 
inductees, five honorees will be 
recognized — Male and Female 
High School Athletes of the Year, 
Male and Female Amateur Athletes 
of the Year and a Special Olympics 
Athlete of the Year.

All-Americans
A group of 15 local swimmers 

have been honored by having in-
dividual or relay times among the 
nation’s top 100 on the National 
Interscholastic Swimming Coaches 
Association (NISCA) 2010-11 high 
school All-American lists.

Leading the group is Tosky, who 
had the nation’s No. 1 times in the 
200 free (1:44.20) and 100 fly, a na-
tional public schools record of 51.92. 
Tosky also ranked No. 11 in the 500 
free (4:46.18) and was a member 
of the Vikings’ 200 free relay team 
that ranked No. 8 nationally and No. 
1 in the state with a 1:34.50 clock-
ing. Other relay members were Mar-
garet Wenzlau, Jayna Wittenbrink 
and Sarah Liang.

Sacred Heart Prep sophomore 
Ally Howe ranked No. 4 in the 200 
IM (2:00.24) and No. 5 in the 100 
back (53.31), in addition to No. 12 
in the 100 fly (54.26) and No. 32 in 
the 100 free (50.48).

Gunn senior Rachael Acker was 
No. 3 nationally in the 100 free 
(49.03) and No. 5 in the 50 free 
(22.78) while senior teammate Ju-
lia Ama was No. 14 in the 50 free 
(23.11) and No. 26 in the 100 free 
(50.32). Gunn grad Emily Watkins 
ranked No. 41 in the 100 breast.

The Titans’ 400 free relay team 
of Acker, Ama, Christine Prior and 
Casey Lincoln ranked No. 8 nation-
ally in 3:26.24 while Paly was No. 
21 in 3:27.99. Gunn also was No. 31 
in the 200 free relay.

Paly’s Liang, who graduated, also 
was No. 19 in the 200 IM (2:01.38) 

Swimming
(continued from page 34)

and No. 21 in the 100 breast 
(1:02.95).

For the boys, Sacred Heart Prep 
senior Tom Kremer ranked third na-
tionally and No. 1 in the state with a 
1:36.72 in the 200 free. Kremer also 
was No. 7 nationally and No. 1 in 
the state in the 100 back (48.50) and 
No. 26 in the 100 free (45.12). 

Kremer, who recently made a 
verbal commitment to compete next 
fall at Stanford, also led off the Ga-
tors’ 400 free relay team that ranked 
No. 38. Team members included 
Andrew Savage, Kyle Koenig and 
Bret Hinrichs.

Palo Alto’s Byron Sanborn was 
No. 23 in the 200 IM (1:50.07) and 
No. 31 in the 100 breast (56.47).

Current Stanford freshmen Mad-
dy Schaefer, David Nolan and Kris-
tian Ipsen also were among the top 
five nationally in their respective 
events.

Schaefer, from St. Francis, led the 
nation in the girls’ 50 free (22.31) 
and 100 free (48.64). Nolan, from 
Hershey (Pa.), led the nation in the 
boys’ 200 IM (1:41.39), 50 free 
(19.58), 100 fre (42.34) and 100 back 
(45.49), while Ipsen was among the 
nation’s top divers.

To be considered for All-Amer-
ican status, a swimmer must be 
among the top 100 in his or her 
event. The 15 local swimmers were 
ranked among the top 50 in their re-
spective events. 

PREP FOOTBALL

M-A will
play for
a title

Bears visit Terra Nova  
in battle of unbeaten  

PAL Bay Division teams
by Rick Eymer

W hile the season started with 
a promising 43-7 victory, 
back-to-back losses by a 

combined score of 51-21 perhaps 
left members of the Menlo-Ather-
ton football team wondering what 
the rest of the campaign had in store 
for them.

Since those two setbacks, the 
Bears have been on the prowl and 
in the hunt for a PAL Bay Division 
championship and high seed for the 
Central Coast Section playoffs.

After eight games, 
that scenario is still a 
possibility. However, 
it could all go away 
quickly if the Bears 
can’t defeat host Terra 
Nova on Friday in 
showdown for the divi-
sion title at 7 p.m.

Both teams are 4-0 in 
league and 6-2 overall. 
That’s where the simi-
larity ends. The Bears 
rely on their rushing 
while the two-time de-
fending champion Ti-
gers, who also are the 
defending CCS Division III champi-
ons, go with the passing game.

Menlo-Atherton is averaging 225 
yards on the ground while Terra 
Nova is averaging 305 through the 
air. The Bears are averaging 29.8 
points a game while the Tigers are 
scoring at a 38.1 ppg clip.

Taylor Mashack and Cameron 
Moody provide the Bears’ one-two 
punch in their effective run game 
while Chris Forbes has thrown for 
2,434 yards for the Tigers in addi-
tion to running for 528 more while 
averaging 370 yards per game in 
total offense.

Clearly, something has to give on 
Friday as the two offensive-minded 
teams meet.

Elsewhere on Friday, Palo Alto 
can’t win the SCVAL De Anza 
Division title just yet, but can take 
another step closer to it by beating 
visiting Los Altos in a 7:30 p.m. 
kickoff.

The Vikings are 4-1 in the division 
(6-2 overall) while the El Camino-
bound Eagles are in last place at 
0-5 (1-7). Paly should have things 
wrapped up by halftime while pre-
paring for next Friday’s showdown 
at Milpitas (4-1, 7-1) for the league 
title.

Gunn, meanwhile, will be look-
ing to rebound from a disappointing 
homecoming loss to Monta Vista 
last week when the Titans (2-2, 2-5) 
play host to Fremont (2-2, 2-5) at 
7:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart Prep (2-2, 6-2) will 
continue playing for a solid CCS 
seed when the Gators host Jefferson 
(0-3, 1-6) in PAL Bay Division ac-

tion at 2:45 p.m.o
Menlo School (1-3, 5-3) hopes 

to keep its postseason hopes alive 
when it hosts Woodside on Friday 
at 2:45 p.m.

In eight-man action, Priory (4-4) 
will host Pinewood (4-3) in a battle 
for neighborhood bragging rights at 
3:30 p.m.

In last week’s games:
M-A 27, Sacred Heart Prep 14

Cameron Moody rushed for 
three touchdowns, including a pair 
of 31-yard runs, and finished with 
107 yards as the Bears remained 
unbeaten in league play with their 
fifth straight victory.

Daver Refioglu rushed for 86 
yards and a touchdown for the Ga-
tors, who could have pulled into a 
second-place tie in the Bay Division 
with a win and still have a chance at 
a share of the title. SHP had a two-
game winning streak end and had 
won 10 of its previous 11 games.

Palo Alto 46, Mt. View 14
Senior running back Morris 

Gates-Mouton ran for 149 yards 
and three touchdowns 
to power Palo Alto to a 
big win on homecom-
ing.

Paly sophomore 
quarterback Keller 
Chryst was an efficient 
10-of-12 for 253 yards 
and four touchdowns, 
giving him eight TD 
passes in the past two 
games. Senior wideout 
B.J. Boyd caught three 
passes for 138 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
He had TD catches of 
63, 58 and 17 yards. 

Chryst also hooked up with Ozzie 
Braff for a 17-yard score.

Aragon 30, Menlo 7
Sophomore quarterback Jack 

Heneghan threw for 312 yards, but 
it wasn’t enough for the Knights, 
who were out-gained on the ground, 
296-7.

Monta Vista 49, Gunn 28
The Titans got their usual out-

standing game from senior JJ Strnad, 
who tallied three touchdowns, but a 
couple of key plays where the ball 
didn’t bounce their way spelled the 
difference.

Pinewood 56,  
Anchorpoint Christian 6

The Panthers earned a three-way 
share of the Mission Trails Athlet-
ic League title with a surprisingly 
easy drubbing of the four-time de-
fending league champion. Dante 
Fraioli led the Panthers by rush-
ing for 170 yards and scoring five 
touchdowns, while adding 21 tack-
les on defense. Teammates Kevin 
Sweat and Greg Naumann added 
interceptions as Pinewood finished 
3-1 in league. 

Priory 52, Cornerstone Christian 0
Quarterback Will Latta set a 

school record with three touchdown 
passes to pace the Panthers (4-4) to 
a lopsided victory on Friday. Latta 
finished with 116 passing yards 
on four of five completions. James 
McDaniel had seven carries for 136 
yards and two touchdowns in the 
eight-man game. 

Cameron Moody
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Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Community Health Education Programs

November 2011

Let’s connect!
twitter.com/paloaltomedicalfacebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

Lectures and Workshops

Common Headache Disorders: An 

Overview on How to Manage Migraine 

and Tension Headaches
Presented by Diana Blum, M.D., 

PAMF Neurology

Tuesday, November 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 650-853-4873

Join us to learn how to manage these two most common headache dis-

orders. This lecture will explore contributing factors for headaches such as 

certain foods and life style choices. Tips will be given on preventative strate-

gies as well as information on the acute treatment of both headache types.

Cancer Care
– Eating Tips During 

 Cancer Care Treatment

– Exercise for Energy – 

 men and women’s group

– Expressions

– Healing Imagery

– Healthy Eating 

 After Cancer Treatment

– Look Good, Feel Better

– Qigong

– When Eating is a Problem, 

 During Cancer Treatment

Childbirth and Parent Education Classes
–  Baby Safety Basics

–  Breastfeeding

–  Childbirth Preparation

–  Feeding Your Young Child

– Infant and Child CPR

– Infant Care

– Infant Emergencies and CPR

– Introduction to Solids

– Mother-Baby Circle

– New Parent ABC’s – 

 All About Baby Care

– OB Orientation

– PAMF Partners in Pregnancy

– Prenatal Yoga

– Sibling Preparation

– What to Expect 

 with Your Newborn

Living Well Classes
– Back School

– Mind/Body Stress Management

– Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes
Mountain View, 650-934-7177    Palo Alto, 650-853-2961

– Diabetes Management

– Healthy Eating 

 with Type 2 Diabetes

– Heart Smart 

 (cholesterol management)

– Living Well with Prediabetes

– Sweet Success Program

 (gestational diabetes)

Weight Management Programs  1-888-398-5597

– Bariatric Weight Loss 

 Surgery Program

– Healthy eating. Active  

lifestyles. (for parents of  
children ages 2-12)  
 

– HMR Weight 

 Management Program

– Lifesteps® (adult weight 
 management)
– New Weigh of Life

 (adult weight management)

Support Groups
– AWAKE

– Bariatric Surgery

– Breastfeeding

– Cancer

– Chronic Fatigue

– Diabetes

– Drug and Alcohol

– Kidney

– Multiple Sclerosis

Depression

For Your Health Lecture Series
Presented by Shahna Rogosin, M.D., 

PAMF Psychiatry and Behavioral Health

Wednesday, November 16, 7 to 8 p.m.

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, 650-934-7373

What is depression? Who gets it? How common is it? When should I seek 

treatment?

Bye Bye Diapers

Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Presented by Heidi Emberling, ParentsPlace

Tuesday, November 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View 650-934-7373

This program covers ways we can help children teach themselves to use 

the toilet, help you set up an environment and an attitude that will guide 

and promote child’s progress and understand how consistency with a 

routine helps your child feel more in control and independent.

Understanding the 2012 Medicare, Medigaps, 

Medicare Advantage and the Drug Plans
Presented by Don Rush, volunteer counselor for 

the Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy 

Program (HICAP)

Thursday, November 17, 3 to 5 p.m. and Tuesday, 

November 29, 6 to 8 p.m. 

795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 650-853-4873

Changes to Medicare happen each year and over the next few years there 

will be even more. Even the timing for making your selection has changed 

for this year. We will provide information to help you evalute your options 

and make informed choices about your Medicare coverage for 2012. 

Please join us on one of the above presentation dates.

Mountain View, 650-934-7373

Palo Alto, 650-853-2960

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures 
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org/healtheducation.
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