
PaloAltoOnline.com

Students learn 
to go green

Page 39

Inside this issue: Fall Home & Garden Design

  

News  What’s next for Varsity Theatre? Page 3

Sports  More than a run of good luck Page 24

Arts  Finding a place at life’s table Page 33

SUPPORTLOCALJOURNALISM.ORG

The man who changed the world
The impact of Steve Jobs, remembered

page 3



As many as 30% of children develop a sleep disorder at some point 
during childhood.

Is Your Child Getting Enough Sleep?

725 Welch Road, Palo Alto, CA 94304
(650) 497-8000  |  lpch.org

If your child suff ers from a sleep dis-
order, help is as close as Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital’s newly expanded 
Pediatric Sleep Center on the campus 
of El Camino Hospital. 

From simple diagnostics to complex sleep 
studies, our physicians can evaluate your 
child for snoring, sleep walking, restless 
leg syndrome, insomnia, nightmares and 
many more sleep disorders. Our 8-bed 

center off ers a kid-friendly environment, 
complete with space for one parent to 
observe and stay the night. We accept all 
forms of insurance and off er evaluations 
for children of all ages, from infants 
through teens. 

If your child isn’t getting the restful 
sleep his or her growing body needs, fi nd 
out why. Call (650) 962-4310 or visit 
sleepdisorders.lpch.org any day or night.

Th e people depicted in this brochure are models and are being used for illustrative purposes only.
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Steve Jobs, the co-founder of 
Apple and the creative force 
behind the company’s transfor-

mation into one of the world’s most 
iconic and pace-setting technology 
giants, died Wednesday, the com-
pany announced.

Jobs, who was perhaps Palo Alto’s 

most influential resident, announced 
in 2004 that he had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer. He resigned 
from his duties as the CEO of Apple 
on Aug. 24 but remained on the com-
pany’s board of directors.

He was 56.
In a company statement, Apple said 

it “has lost a visionary and creative ge-
nius, and the world has lost an amaz-
ing human being.”

“Those of us who have been fortu-
nate enough to know and work with 
Steve have lost a dear friend and an 
inspiring mentor,” the company said. 
“Steve leaves behind a company that 
only he could have built; and his 
spirit will forever be the foundation 
of Apple.”

Though best known worldwide as 
the man behind the early personal 

computer and devices such as the 
PowerBook, the iPod, the iPhone, 
and, most recently, the iPad, Jobs 
was also a familiar figure to local 
residents. He was frequently seen tak-
ing walks around his Old Palo Alto 
neighborhood with family members 
or companions.

He grew up in Los Altos and lived 
in Palo Alto nearly all of his adult 
life. 

Neighborhood kids love the elab-
orate haunted house in the Jobs’ 

front yard at Halloween, where the 
family is known to pass out non-
sugary treats.

He had a son and three daughters. 
His philanthropically active wife, 
Laurene Powell Jobs, sits on the board 
of Teach for America and co-founded 
a college prep program for under-
served students that was launched 
in East Palo Alto and has expanded 
to Oakland, San Francisco and New 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Apple co-founder and Palo Alto resident  
battled pancreatic cancer

by Chris Kenrick

As word of Steve Jobs’ death 
Wednesday swiftly spread 
— via iPhones and other tech-

nology the Apple co-founder had 
pioneered — local residents of all 
ages made their way to his Old Palo 
Alto home and the Apple store on 
University Avenue to pay tribute 

to a man they said had irrevocably 
changed their lives.

Bouquets of carnations, apples 
with bites missing (representing the 
trademark Apple logo) and even a 
few old iPods and other Apple prod-
ucts were left on sidewalks, express-
ing grief, and appreciation. 

Children wrote messages on the 
pavement in front of his home. 

“Thanks for changing the world,” 
Libby Spier, 8, penned. “You made 
a big difference.” 

Jared Freeman drew a picture of 
an iPhone with the message: “R.I.P. 
Thanks for the iPhone tech. Apples 
are awesome.”

City leaders also paused to reflect 
on the contributions of one of the 
city’s most prominent, but in some 
ways also one of its most low key, 
residents.

City Manager James Keene, a 
self-admitted “Mac addict,” said 
that when he was hired by the city in 
2008, staff told him that they don’t 
use Apple products. 

“Now we do,” Keene said he re-
sponded.

“People talk about his role in 

the creation of the personal com-
puter, but it goes far beyond that,” 
Keene told the Weekly. “We have 
an intimate relationship with Apple 
products — they are as close to 
ourselves as any piece of technol-
ogy can be, and I think that’s what 
makes his work so distinctive.”

Jobs, Keene said, “embodies the 
highest reaches of creativity in ser-
vice of humanity.”

“We are personally devastated 
and saddened by his loss, and we 
feel just lucky to have had him be a 
part of our city.”

Former Mayor Gary Fazzino, 
known as one of the city’s unofficial 
historians, said Jobs belongs at the 
pinnacle of revolutionary inventors 
who lived in Palo Alto, a list that 

‘Steve Jobs changed the 
whole world’

Residents reflect on the influence,  
impact of Apple visionary and leader 

by Karla Kane, Gennady Sheyner, Chris Kenrick,  
Carol Blitzer and Jocelyn Dong

Offices, retail 
planned for 
old Varsity

Historic board approves 
‘concept’ for University 

Avenue building
by Gennady Sheyner

W ith Borders shuttering all 
of its bookstores late last 
month, an iconic build-

ing between Waverley and Cowper 
streets in downtown Palo Alto is 
once again poised for change — 
and not everyone is happy.

Under a proposal by property 
owner Charles “Chop” Keenan, the 
former Varsity Theatre at 456 Uni-
versity Ave. would become a mix of 
office and retail space. The proposal, 
which the city’s Historic Resources 
Board approved 5-1 Wednesday 
with Scott Smithwick dissenting 
and Michael Makinen absent, calls 
for office spaces on the second floor 
and on a portion of the ground floor, 
with retail occupying the remainder 
of the ground floor.

The proposal seeks to preserve 
the historical aspects of the old 
building, which had its origins in 
1927 as a concert venue and, later, 
a movie theater. The exterior, which 
includes a vast courtyard, would be 
largely untouched, save for a new set 
of doors leading into the office area 
on the south side of the building. 
The friezes and columns would re-
main in place and there would be a 
distance between these features and 
new additions proposed by the proj-
ect architect, Ken Hayes. The large 
staircase leading from the center of 
the ground floor to the second floor 
would be eliminated and a new one 
would be installed in a less promi-
nent location.

The proposed design also includes 
extensive use of glass, including a 
glass covering on the second floor 
that allows views of the ground floor 
from above; glass railings around 
the covering; and glass partitions in 

Palo Alto residents gather in front of Steve Jobs’ Old Palo Alto home, reading notes mourners have left on the sidewalk on Wednesday (Oct. 5).

LAND USE

COMMUNITY

Steve Jobs, Apple’s creative genius, dies at 56

(continued on page 8)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

TAKING SIDES ... A ballot measure 

that would scrap binding arbitra-

tion for public-safety workers 

from the City Charter continues 

to divide Palo Alto’s elected of-

ficials, to the point where some 

have lost track of where everyone 

on the City Council stands on the 

issue. While Vice Mayor Yiaway 
Yeh and Councilwoman Gail Price 

officially came out against the 

measure and Councilmembers 

Greg Scharff, Karen Holman, Pat 
Burt and Greg Schmid remain the 

repeal’s staunchest proponents, 

the rest of the council has been 

less clear. Councilman Larry Klein, 

for instance, voted against plac-

ing the repeal on the ballot (he 

advocated modifying, rather than 

scrapping, the existing ordinance), 

but now supports Measure D and 

has contributed $250 to the repeal 

effort. The confusion reached its 

peak last week when opponents of 

Measure D released a video ask-

ing residents to join Councilwoman 

Nancy Shepherd and Mayor Sid 
Espinosa in voting against the mea-

sure. In fact, though both opposed 

placing the repeal on the ballot, 

neither has taken a side on the is-

sue. The video, which was since 

taken down, surprised Shepherd, 

who remains ambivalent about 

the repeal. Though Shepherd was 

one of four council members who 

voted against placing the repeal 

on the ballot, she told the Weekly 

that she has not taken an official 

stance on the issue. Shepherd said 

she does not support the effort by 

the firefighters’ union to defeat the 

measure because the firefighters 

did not step up to the table over the 

past year to discuss possible modi-

fications to the existing ordinance. 

At the same time, she said she 

cannot urge voters to support the 

repeal because of her basic convic-

tions about union rights. 

THE TRAIN KEEPS ON ROLLING 
... Having weathered a fiscal Arma-

geddon earlier this year, Caltrain 

officials are now plowing along 

with their ambitious plans to make 

major upgrades to the popular but 

still cash-strapped rail service. This 

week, Santa Clara County Supervi-

sor Liz Kniss joined Caltrain offi-

cials at Palo Alto City Hall to update 

council members, regular commut-

ers and other interested parties on 

the agency’s latest plans. Caltrain 

spokesman Mark Simon said at the 

Tuesday meeting that the agency 

has bought itself a “year of relative 

calm and relative prosperity — rela-

tive to the prior year” thanks to a 

one-time funding arrangement 

among the three agencies that 

pay for the service (SamTrans, San 

Francisco Municipal Transportation 

Agency and the Santa Clara Val-

ley Transportation Authority). This 

means it will not have to consider 

draconian service cuts — at least 

for the moment — though it still has 

major structural problems that will 

need to be addressed, he added. 

On a parallel track, the agency is 

proceeding with its analysis of what 

it would take to electrify Caltrain 

and install “positive train control” 

— a system of signals that would 

allow the agency to greatly increase 

service levels. Marian Lee, Cal-

train’s executive officer for planning 

and development, said the agency 

is also studying the proposal by 

three Peninsula legislators for a 

“blended” system that would al-

low Caltrain and high-speed rail to 

share tracks.

WHAT’S THE PLAN? ... Palo Alto’s 

swelling community of rail watch-

dogs has been eagerly anticipating 

the California High Speed Rail Au-
thority’s business plan, which was 

scheduled for an Oct. 14 release. 

The authority’s previous offering, 

which was released in 2009, was 

widely panned by local economists 

and nonpartisan state agencies (in-

cluding the Legislative Analyst’s Of-

fice and the State Auditor), many of 

whom characterized the agency’s 

revenue projections as unrealisti-

cally rosy. Now, it looks like they’ll 

have to wait a little longer. The 

authority has announced that the 

plan will not be released until at 

least next month. Among those 

who are disappointed by the delay 

is Assemblyman Rich Gordon, one 

of the three architects of a recent 

proposal to “blend” the new system 

with Caltrain. Gordon, D-Menlo 

Park, is serving on a committee 

charged with reviewing the new 

document and he plans to hold a 

public hearing on the business plan 

in Palo Alto. “It is no secret that the 

Authority has lost credibility with 

the communities along the Penin-

sula, and across California, and I 

worry that this postponement will 

further compromise the public’s 

trust in the Authority,” Gordon said 

in a statement. 

Stay hungry. Stay foolish.

— Steve Jobs in a 2005 commencement address 
at Stanford University. See story on page 3.
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Upfront

 The Harker School | Lower School Campus
4300 Bucknall Road, San Jose

Free admission, RSVP online at 
www.harker.org/communityevent

This event, along with the Harker Speaker Series and Harker Concert 
Series, are all part of our ongoing commitment to sharing thoughtful, 
entertaining and engaging events with the 
greater Bay Area community.

“The Latest Tools for 
Understanding and Guiding 

your Preschooler”
A practical morning of information, 

tools and tips, examples and light-hearted 
discussion around the joys and challenges 

of parenting preschoolers.

About Speaker:

Lower School Campus
4300 Bucknall Rd.

408.871.4600
communications@harker.org

www.harker.org

Dr. Annye Rothenberg, a noted Bay Area expert in young chil-
dren, is a child/parent psychologist and child-rearing specialist 
who has provided unique, short-term, results-oriented guidance 
for hundreds of families on the Peninsula. She is an adjunct fac-
ulty member in pediatrics at Stanford University Medical School 
and the founder of a major parenting program in Palo Alto. She 
is the author of four award-winning books for preschoolers and 
their parents: “Mommy and Daddy are Always Supposed to 
Say Yes – Aren’t They?,” “Why Do I have To?,” “I Like to Eat 
Treats” and “I Don’t Want to Go to the Toilet.”

presented by
Dr. Annye Rothenberg

Thu., Oct. 20
9 a.m.

Call Project Sentinel, a non-profit agency
(888) F-A-I-R-H-O-U-s-i-n-g

(888) 324-7468

HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION

ARE YOU A VICTIM?
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Upfront

Featuring Fresh-Baked Bolivian Pastries 
and Salteñas

Complimentary Samples: September 16-October 14
456 Cambridge Avenue (1/2 block east of El Camino)
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We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School

A n infusion of cash from local 
developers has given propo-
nents of a composting facility 

in the Baylands a fundraising edge 
in Palo Alto’s battle over Measure E, 
campaign data show.

Meanwhile, finance reports also 
show that opponents of Measure D, 
which would repeal a binding-arbitra-
tion requirement for the city and its 
public-safety unions, have racked up 
$20,333 in debt while raising no funds 
as of the end of September.

The “Committee for Measure E,” 
which supports undedicating a 10-
acre parcel of Byxbee Park to enable 
a waste-to-energy facility to be built, 
raised $10,912 between July and late 
September and now has $18,773 in its 
campaign chest. Opponents of Mea-
sure E, known as the “Save the Bay-
lands Committee,” raised $5,675 dur-
ing the same period and have $11,231 
to date.

Each group relied on contributions 
from council members, business peo-
ple and dozens of other residents who 
generally gave smaller amounts. But 
the pro-Measure E camp received a 
lift from the development community. 
Charles “Chop” Keenan, a prominent 
downtown developer, contributed 
$500 to the campaign, as did William 
Reller of the firm EWS Real Estate 
Investment. Developer Sam Webster 
gave $1,000 to the campaign.

The opposing camp, led by for-
mer Councilwoman Emily Renzel, 

received a $900 infusion from Dave 
Bubenik, the campaign’s treasurer, 
but relied by and large on smaller 
contributions. Renzel contributed 
$400 to the effort, while most others 
gave between $100 and $200. The 
campaign also received a $250 con-
tribution from the Santa Clara Valley 
Audubon Society.

Both sides also relied on financial 
help from local commissioners and 
elected officials, both past and pres-
ent. Supporters of Measure E include 
Councilman Larry Klein ($500) and 
Councilwoman Gail Price ($100), 
along with former council members 
Jack Morton ($50), John Barton ($50) 
and Ellen Fletcher ($30). School board 
member Dana Tom contributed $50 to 
the campaign, as did Utilities Advi-
sory Commission member Jonathan 
Foster and Human Relations Com-
mission member Claude Ezran.

Opponents of Measure E include 
Mayor Sid Espinosa, who gave $100 
to the campaign, and former Mayors 
Lanie Wheeler ($100), Gary Fazzino 
($100), Judy Kleinberg ($50) and 
Dena Mossar ($50). Former Council-
woman LaDoris Cordell also contrib-
uted $50.

Palo Alto’s land-use watchdogs 
are also opposing the undedication 
of parkland. Bob Moss and Winter 
Dellenbach each contributed $50, 
while Mark Nadim gave $100. Plan-
ning and Transportation Commission 
Vice Chair Susan Fineberg also con-

tributed $100 to the No on Measure 
E campaign.

While the battle over Measure E 
pits council members against one 
another, the battle lines look starkly 
different in the contest over Measure 
D, the city’s effort to repeal binding 
arbitration from the City Charter. 

In that race, a small group of council 
members is funding the bulk of the ef-
fort, with Councilman Greg Scharff’s 
$5,000 contribution leading the way. 
The campaign, which reported $7,535 
in contributions between July 1 and 
Sept. 25, also received $250 from 
Councilman Pat Burt, $150 from 
Councilman Greg Schmid and $100 
from Councilwoman Karen Holman.

If voters pass Measure D, the city 
would no longer be required to send its 
disputes with public-safety unions to 
a panel of arbitrators. The city’s fire-
fighters union is vehemently oppos-
ing the measure, though the union’s 
campaign, known as “Committee for 
a Fair Palo Alto — No on Measure 
D,” had no reported contributions as 
of the end of September. 

The union did, however, rack up 
$20,333 in debt. The vast majority 
of that money was spent on a poll-
ing firm, Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, 
Metz & Associates, finance records 
show. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner can 
be emailed at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

POLITICS

LAND USE

Developers boost funding 
for compost campaign

Supporters of building a waste-to-energy facility in 
Byxbee Park hold fundraising edge over opponents

by Gennady Sheyner

Page Mill development hits another snag
Research, condo project remains in limbo after council requests application revisions

by Gennady Sheyner

Harold Hohbach’s tortuous jour-
ney to build a development 
filled with condominiums and 

research space on Page Mill Road just 
took another unpredictable swerve.

After a fittingly lengthy public 
hearing, the City Council decided 
early Tuesday morning, Oct. 4, to 
neither approve nor deny Hohbach’s 
controversial proposal for 195 Page 
Mill Road. Instead, the council direct-
ed him to resubmit the plans for the 
three-story building under a different 
zoning designation — one that would 
highlight the building’s location near 
the Caltrain station.

The council’s decision is the latest 
twist in Hohbach’s seven-year quest 
to develop the site at the corner of 
Page Mill and Park Boulevard. The 
mixed-use building would feature 84 
condominiums on the top two floors 
and more than 50,000 square feet of 
research-and-development space on 
the ground floor. Hohbach, 89, ini-
tially pitched a slightly larger version 
of this project in 2004 and saw the 
City Council narrowly approve it in 

2006. But the city had to rescind the 
approval because of a lawsuit filed 
by land-use watchdogs and Palo Alto 
residents Bob Moss and Tom Jordan.

Critics of the project maintained that 
the new development would create a 
health hazard because of its location 
above an underground toxic plume — 
known as the Hewlett Packard-Varian 
Plume — that extends from Stanford 
Research Park. Moss has argued that 
the proposed mitigations for the proj-
ect, which include a vapor barrier and 
a ventilation system, are insufficient 
and that the city should require regu-
lar monitoring of indoor air quality in 
the new building. His argument previ-
ously helped persuade the Planning 
and Transportation Commission to 
reject the project in August. 

The Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board, which has jurisdiction 
over the plume, has approved the pro-
posed safeguards, and Hohbach ar-
gued they are more than sufficient to 
ensure health safety. Moss disagreed 
and accused the water board of being 
“fundamentally incompetent.”

“We have a site that presents sig-
nificant potential hazards, especially 
because of the basement, which goes 
within a foot or two of the aquifer,” 
Moss said.

A handful of speakers urged the 
council to approve Hohbach’s bid. 
They noted that the site is currently 
undeveloped and urged the council to 
give the project the green light. Geoff 
Dale, who lives in the area, praised 
the building’s design and said the de-
velopment would “bring jobs and eco-
nomic activity when we need it most 
here in Palo Alto.”

“Right now we have the oppor-
tunity to turn the dirt lot into some 
economic development for the area,” 
Dale said.

The council’s concerns went far be-
yond the health issues Moss brought 
up. Pat Burt said the design of the 
project renders it inconsistent with 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan. The 
project would entail a vast courtyard 
with the building on the site’s periph-

(continued on page 6)
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T he two city ballot measures that 
Palo Alto voters will decide 
upon in the Nov. 8 election will 

be the subject of a forum Tuesday 
(Oct. 11) sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters of Palo Alto. 

If Measure D were to pass, the 
city would no longer be required to 
send its disputes with public-safety 
unions to a panel of arbitrators. 

If Measure E were to pass, 10 
acres of Byxbee Park in the Palo 
Alto Baylands would be undedi-
cated for the purpose of potentially 

building a composting facility.
Speakers for and against each 

ballot measure will make a case for 
their position.

Those advocating for Measure 
D will be City Council members 
Karen Holman and Greg Scharff. 
City Councilwoman Gail Price and 
another representative, to be an-
nounced, will speak on the oppos-
ing side. 

Speakers in favor of Measure E 
will be former Mayor Peter Drek-
meier and Walt Hays. Opposing the 

measure are former Councilwoman 
Emily Renzel and Shani Kleinhaus.

The forum will be held in the 
City Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave., from 7 
to 9:30 p.m.

The forum is co-sponsored by the 
Palo Alto Weekly, Palo Alto On-
line and Midpeninsula Community 
Media Center. Other co-sponsors 
include Palo Alto Chamber of Com-
merce, Palo Alto branch of AAUW 
and Avenidas Senior Center. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff 

ery — a “hollowed-out block” that 
would look too massive when viewed 
from the outside, he said. The city’s 

Architectural Review Board had ap-
proved the design but only after a long 
debate and a 3-2 vote.

“It’s a design that has enhancements 
for the tenants and the occupants and 
not for the community,” Burt said.

Councilwoman Karen Holman 
proposed having the project come 
back under the Pedestrian and Transit 
Oriented District (PTOD) designa-
tion, which can only apply to projects 
near transportation hubs. Having the 
development return as a PTOD-zoned 
project would allow the city’s Plan-
ning and Transportation Commission 
and the City Council to review a num-
ber of issues that some of the council 
felt had not been vetted sufficiently, 
including whether there would be 
adequate parking and the building’s 
impact on traffic, she said. The PTOD 
zoning would also reduce the density 
of the project.

Holman said resubmitting the proj-
ect would allow the planning commis-
sion to weigh various land-use issues 
that it was precluded from considering 
this time around. It would also allow 
the city’s Architectural Review Board 
to take a fresh look at the design and 
come up with ways to make the new 
building more compatible with the 
surrounding neighborhood.

The council adopted Holman’s pro-
posal by a 7-0 vote, with Vice Mayor 
Yiaway Yeh and Councilwoman Gail 
Price absent.

Moss and the planning commis-
sion also had concerns about the po-
tential effects of toxic chemicals from 
the research-and-development space 
on condominium residents. Council 
members did not object to having re-
search-and-development space in the 
building, but they specified that the 
project’s hazardous materials should 
be restricted to a very small amount, 
with the exact thresholds established 
by staff.

“We don’t want to have the risk that 
can occur with R&D facilities,” Burt 
said.

The project’s 84 condominiums 
will include 17 below-market-rate 
units. Hohbach had initially pitched 
the residential component of the proj-
ect as rental units but had recently 
revised his proposal to make them 
condominiums. He said he decided 
to make the change because of his 
advanced age and because he doesn’t 
want to “encumber the people in my 
estate so they have to live with a 30-
year rental project.”

“I’m going to be 90 years old on 
Dec. 3,” Hohbach told the council. 
“I’m lucky to be here. I’m hoping to 
build my project.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner can be 
emailed at gsheyner@paweekly.com.

UpfrontFind out how help is just
one phone call away!

Your life, your way, in your home

Home safety 
checkup

Medical 
advocacy

Legal 
referrals

Emergency 
preparedness 

review

24/7 support 
for every need

Network of 
trusted vendors

Transportation 
assistance

Reassuring 
check-in calls

Attend an Open House & Receive a Free Gift!

Monday, October 24, 2 - 4 pm
Thursday, October 27, 10 am - 12 noon

RSVP to (650) 289-5405
or eguare@avenidas.org
www.avenidasvillage.org

ELECTION

Debate Tuesday on Palo Alto’s  
November ballot measures

Measure D and E supporters, opponents will speak at City Hall

Page Mill
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Orleans.
Jobs himself was not active in Palo 

Alto’s civic culture but was deeply 
rooted in the local tech community 
and from a young age looked to his 
Silicon Valley elders for guidance.

A CEO by the age of 21, “he ar-
ranged at his own initiative to meet on 
a very regular basis with Bob Noyce 
of Intel, Andy Grove of Intel and, I 
believe, Jerry Sanders of AMD,” said 
Noyce biographer Leslie Berlin, proj-
ect historian for the Silicon Valley 
Archives at Stanford University.

Berlin spoke with the Weekly in 
late August around the time Jobs re-
signed as CEO.

“In some very real way he appren-
ticed himself to these people. People 
see the supremely confident Steve 
Jobs — and no doubt he was confident 
back then — but he was very aware of 
what he didn’t know,” Berlin said.

“He talked about there being more 
or less a relay race in Silicon Valley 
where one generation of entrepreneurs 
passes the baton to the next genera-

tion: Hewlett and Packard to Noyce 
at Intel, who then passed it on to Jobs 
at Apple.”

Jobs saw himself as part of that gen-
erational succession and is said to have 
paid it forward by helping the found-
ers of Google when they approached 
him for advice, she said.

And, like Packard at HP, and Noyce 
and Gordon Moore at Intel, Jobs fol-
lowed a Valley tradition of assuming 
the role of board chair after resigning 
as CEO.

Despite his early death, Jobs saw 
Apple through all but 11 years of its 
35-year history in which the company 
evolved from its ’60s-style hippie roots 
to a symbol of global chic — from the 
peace symbol to the Mercedes sym-
bol, some have said.

“Before Apple, and specifically be-
fore the Macintosh, there really wasn’t 
any kind of ‘cool factor’ associated 
with the personal computer industry 
— that’s an understatement,” said 
Henry Lowood, curator for history of 
science and technology collections in 
the Stanford University Libraries.

“Steve Jobs and Apple have cer-
tainly changed that.”

The original Apple machine, born 

of meetings of Stanford’s Home-
brew Computer Club, “was basically 
a motherboard with 30 chips in it. 
Anyone using it had to know how to 
program in hexadecimal machine lan-
guage — it was very much ‘gearhead 
to gearhead,’” Berlin said.

“It went through various permuta-
tions en route to the Mac and then af-
ter the Mac, and what’s emerged now 
is not even Apple Computer anymore, 
it’s just Apple.

“He wasn’t at the helm for all of 
that time, but this is somebody who’s 
been able to change as things needed 
to change and to push the change for-
ward.”

Aside from his qualities of sales-
manship and execution of a vision, 
Jobs’ design sensibility was the se-
cret sauce the other companies have 
envied and never successfully dupli-
cated, Lowood said.

“But important as design is, prob-
ably the characteristic that’s the most 
important is he’s somebody who has 
this unbelievable ability to have his 
company execute on a vision, specifi-
cally of what a product should be, and 
they don’t really waver from that.”

Jobs considered himself lucky 
to have found, early in life, what he 
loved to do.

Though devastated when he suf-
fered the public humiliation of ouster 
from Apple following a 1985 power 
struggle, Jobs said in a 2005 com-
mencement address at Stanford that 
he knew he still loved what he did.

“I had been rejected, but I was still 
in love,” he told graduates, urging 
them to find work they love and not 
settle for less.

“The heaviness of being successful 
was replaced by the lightness of be-
ing a beginner again, less sure about 
everything.”

The failure paved the way for “one 
of the most creative periods of my 
life,” he said, in which he started 
NeXT and Pixar and met the woman 
who would become his wife. He re-
turned to Apple in 1996.

In the Stanford speech Jobs also re-
flected on his early life as an adopted 
child and college dropout, and on fac-
ing the prospect of premature death 
after he was diagnosed with cancer. 

“Remembering I’ll be dead soon 
is the most important tool I’ve ever 
encountered to help me make the big 
choices in life. Because almost every-
thing — all external expectations, all 
pride, all fear of embarrassment or 
failure — these things just fall away 
in the face of death, leaving only what 
is truly important,” he said.

Apple’s board of directors released 
a statement Wednesday mourning 
Jobs’ passing.

“Steve’s brilliance, passion and 
energy were the source of countless 
innovations that enrich and improve 
all of our lives,” the board said. “The 
world is immeasurably better because 
of Steve.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
contributed to this report. Staff Writ-
er Chris Kenrick can be emailed at 
ckenrick@paweekly.com. 

Upfront

150 Valparaiso Avenue    Atherton, CA 94027    www.shschools.org
650.322.1866    Inquiries and RSVP: admission@shschools.org

Where scholarship and values matter.

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Preschool & 
Kindergarten

Oct. 22, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 4, 2012 - 10:00 a.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4061

Preparatory
(Grades 9-12)

Oct. 23, 2011 - 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 20, 2011 - 1:00 p.m.
No reservation required.

For information call
650.473.4006

Middle School
(Grades 6-8)

Nov. 5, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 19, 2011 - 10:00 a.m.

Reservation required.
For information call

650.473.4011

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12TH GRADE ON ONE CAMPUS
Rigorous academic program
Coeducational
Average teacher/student ratio 1:16

Outstanding athletic programs
Community service opportunities
Beautiful 63-acre campus
Financial assistance available

Lower School (Grades 1-5), please call 650.473.4011 for appointment. 

See the coverage on Palo Alto Online for 
links to a statement from Steve Jobs’ family; 
a Town Square essay, “Steve Jobs, Apple, 
and Palo Alto,” and a video of Steve Jobs’ 
2005 Stanford Commencement address. 

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Steve Jobs
(continued from page 3)
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Stanford Hospital & Clinics is in contract negotiations with 
Anthem Blue Cross and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is 
in contract negotiations with Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of California. During negotiations, both hospitals are still seeing 
patients insured with these health plans. During this period, we will 
limit your financial responsibility for co-payments and deductibles to 
the level you would pay if we were an in-network provider.

We encourage you, our patients and families, to call us with any questions at 1.877.519.6099 
or 650.736.5998. We look forward to continuing to provide patients and families with 
access to our leading physicians, medical professionals, pioneering medical advances 
and world class, state-of-the-art care.

WE ARE
HERE

FOR YOU
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the office area that would preserve 
views of the building’s historic fea-
tures.

A group of theater proponents, 
however, have been lobbying for the 
building to be reverted to a concert 
venue.

City officials have been open to 
the possibility of a restored Varsity 
Theatre and have reached out to 
various experts in the concert in-
dustry, according to a recent report 
from Thomas Fehrenbach, the city’s 
economic-development manager. 
But because the city doesn’t own the 
building and Keenan’s proposed use 
of the building conforms to existing 
zoning, officials have only a limited 
influence.

Keenan, a prominent local devel-
oper whose other downtown build-
ings include the Aquarius The-
atre and Miyake Restaurant, said 
Wednesday that he has not yet lined 
up any tenants for either the retail 
or the office component of 456 Uni-
versity Ave. 

“We don’t know who the next ten-
ant is going to be as we sit here to-
day,” Keenan told the board. “We’re 
trying to anticipate a dual use.”

The goal of Wednesday’s meeting 
wasn’t to propose a concrete design 
but to “establish rules” for what 
would and wouldn’t be acceptable 
at the prominent site, Hayes said. He 
and project consultant Bruce Judd, a 
historic architect, also emphasized 

that the changes on the table could 
be undone should the space revert to 
being used as a theater.

“The thrust of everything be-
ing done as part of this project is 
to maintain the sense and feeling 
of what the space is like and to not 
do damage where you can’t turn the 
theater in 10 years if you wanted to,” 
Judd said.

Judd quickly added that turning 
the building into a theater “may be 
farfetched in today’s economy” but 
said everything proposed in the plan 
“can easily be removed.”

The building’s future became a 
hot topic in the community as soon 
as Borders announced its liquidation 
in July (the Palo Alto store closed its 
doors last month).

Mark Weiss, a concert promoter 
who is leading the grassroots effort 
to bring back the Varsity Theatre, 
addressed the board Wednesday and 
accused Keenan of “fast-tracking an 
adverse agenda.” He urged the board 
and the council to have a “thorough 
community-wide discussion” about 
community values.

“What are our values beyond just 
cash flow?” Weiss asked.

Historic Resources Board member 
David Bower responded to Weiss’ 
entreaty by advising him to rent the 
space.

“That’s the way we do it here in 
America — we own property and 
we rent and buy it,” Bower said. 
“What our job is is to preserve the 
building and the architectural fea-
tures of the building.”

City officials have expressed 

Upfront

beautiful residential
community

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.  

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse ServicesLicense #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

Celebrating 55 years of serving our community. 
Visit our website to learn more.

Make the Switch 
Free Online Banking

Free Touchtone Teller

Free Visa Debit Card

Secure Bill Pay

Easy Electronic Funds Transfer

Convenient ezDeposit

Thousands of ATMs nationwide

ATMs inside 7-Eleven® stores

SIGN UP FOR STAR ONE’S WORRY-FREE CHECKING

Varsity
(continued from page 3)
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Pot measure heads for 2012 ballot in Palo Alto
Palo Alto voters will have a chance next year to overturn the city’s 

15-year-old ban on marijuana dispensaries and allow three facilities to 
set up shop in the city.

With little discussion and no dissent, the City Council voted early 
Tuesday morning, Oct. 4, to place on the November 2012 ballot an ordi-
nance that would legalize up to three medical-marijuana dispensaries and 
impose a 4 percent tax on the gross receipts of the businesses. If voters 
approve it, they would effectively nix the ban on marijuana dispensaries 
that the council swiftly passed in 1996.

The council was forced to revisit the subject this week by a citizen 
initiative that received more than enough signatures to qualify for the 
ballot. Faced with the choice of adopting the ordinance outright, craft-
ing its own version or forwarding it to the voters, the council voted 7-0, 
with Vice Mayor Yiaway Yeh and Councilwoman Gail Price absent, to 
go with the lattermost.

The vote means that in addition to voting for a U.S. president and for 
four council members in 2012, local residents could add Palo Alto to a 
list of Bay Area cities — including San Francisco, Berkeley, Oakland and 
San Jose — that allow sales of medical marijuana.

The proposed ordinance specifies that the new shops would be able to 
operate only between 9 a.m. and 10 p.m., and prohibits them from being 
located near schools, parks or day-care centers. Dispensaries would have 
to pay $10,000 for a permit.

According to Americans for Safe Access, a medical-marijuana advo-
cacy group, 48 California cities currently regulate marijuana dispensaries 
while 168 have banned them. Another 81 have moratoriums on dispen-
saries in place.  

— Gennady Sheyner

Class-action lawsuit filed against Stanford
A class-action lawsuit for $20 million has been filed against Stanford 

Hospital & Clinics over a patient-information breach, the hospitals an-
nounced Monday, Oct. 3.

Shana Springer, a woman whose information ended up on a website 
after an oversight by a subcontractor, filed a class-action suit on Sept. 28 
in Los Angeles County Superior Court.

Springer sought treatment at Stanford’s emergency room around Aug. 
31, 2009, and provided her personal information and hospital account 
number, according to the lawsuit.

The suit alleges that the information posted on the website included 
her name, medical record and hospital account numbers, admission/
discharge dates, diagnoses codes and billing charges.

It asks for $1,000 per class member of the suit. The hospitals acknowl-
edged on Sept. 8 that a data breach involving 20,000 patients’ records 
had occurred. The patients were seen in the emergency room between 
March and August of 2009.

The patients’ information was posted on a public website for nearly a 
year before being removed Aug. 22. Social Security numbers and credit-
card information were not among the data, hospital officials said.

A subcontractor of an outside vendor, Multi-Specialty Collection Ser-
vice, created the compromised data file, Stanford said. It has also been 
named in the suit. The data was posted on the Student of Fortune website, 
according to the New York Times. The site provides homework help and 
the data was used to show how to create a bar graph.

Stanford said in a statement that it has heard of the class-action lawsuit 
but did not provide details regarding the lawsuit. 

— Sue Dremann

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

We never forget it’s your home.®

Your Forever Home

Your Forever Home
Universal Design and Remodeling
Saturday, October 15
9:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Registration and breakfast at 9:15 am
Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mtn. View 
Call us or go online to register for this class.

Universal Design and Remodeling
Our Certified Aging in Place Specialist/Designers 

will provide an overview of Universal Design, 

ideas, products and solutions for your home. Are 

you a baby boomer, have aging parents or are a 

multigenerational family living under one roof?  

This workshop is designed with you in mind!

n  Topics to include: exterior access, interior space 

planning and specific design elements for your 

kitchen and bathrooms.

n  Create a space that is safe and comfortable for all 

ages and abilities that reflects your personal style 

and taste. Whether your home’s occupants are 4 or 

84, it can be remodeled to fit you and your family’s 

needs and lifestyle.

n  Gain knowledge and inspiration as we review 

completed projects and specific features needed to 

ensure your home is designed for living and can be 

your home for life. 

13

License: B479799
Our Design Center is 85% solar powered.

Harrell Remodeling Design Center
1954 Old Middlefield Way

Mountain View
(650) 230-2900

harrell-remodeling.com

Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

These FREE workshops will help you create a beautiful, healthy place for you, your 
family and the environment. Please pre-register, space is limited.

Palo Alto Garden Workshops

To register for this workshop and learn about the other upcoming 

workshops, visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/workshops or call (650) 496-5910.

Let Worms Eat Your Garbage
Worm castings are an inexpensive 

but highly valuable organic fertilizer 

for your garden. This class goes step 

by step through the fundamentals of 

composting with red wiggler worms – 

the best digesters in nature. Workshop 

elements include:

What are the benefi

Saturday, October 15
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Cubberley Community Center, Room H-1

Bay-Friendly is a trademark and servicemark owned and developed by StopWaste.Org. 

skepticism about the financial vi-
ability of a potential new theater. 
Fehrenbach wrote in an August re-
port that the “economic viability of 
a movie or performing arts theater 
for that site may encounter signifi-
cant obstacles, especially in light 
of the constraints and costs of such 
a retrofit.”

Winter Dellenbach, a city resi-
dent who supported the citizen 
drive to preserve the Varsity The-
atre in the mid-1990s, argued to the 
board that the proposed changes to 
the historic building are significant 
enough to warrant a full environ-
mental review.

“There is no more significant — 
there may be some as significant 
— but there is no more significant 
historic resource in Palo Alto than 
this building,” Dellenbach said. 

“The most people who ever signed 
a petition to save a historic building, 
by far, signed a petition to save the 
Varsity Theatre.

“Your mission is our historical 
heritage, not the profits of a particu-
lar developer,” she later added. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 

Correction
The late Mary Baracchi selected St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic School, 
not Seton Hospital, as a beneficiary 
of her estate (Weekly, Sept. 23, 
2011). To request a correction, con-
tact Managing Editor Jocelyn Dong 
at 650-223-6514, jdong@paweekly.
com or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, 
CA 94302.
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also includes William Hewlett, David 
Packard and Lee De Forest, inventor 
of the vacuum tube. Fazzino, a former 
executive at Hewlett-Packard, said he 
met Jobs at various events in Palo Alto 
and said Jobs was “always very pleas-
ant and very enthusiastic about living 
in Palo Alto.”

Jobs provided some philanthropic 
support to the city, Fazzino said, but 
always did it “very quietly.”

“Neighbors who knew him knew 
he was always warm and gracious 
to them,” Fazzino said. “He was not 
only a global technology leader, but 
on the community level, he was very 

appreciative of living in Palo Alto and 
wanted to support the community.”

Jobs was devoted to his children 
and involved in their schools, fellow 
parents recalled Thursday.

“Mr. Steve,” as he was known to his 
son Reed’s then-second-grade class at 
Walter Hays Elementary School, once 
dropped by to make a film of the stu-
dents and teacher. Later he gave each 
a VHS copy, said parent Cherie Sop-
kin, whose younger son, Michael, was 
Reed’s classmate.

“It was all silent and set to the Beat-
les’ ‘Here Comes the Sun,’” she said. 
“It was creative and ... a lovely me-
mento of elementary school. It was a 
very warm gift to receive.”

“Many parents will remember 
seeing him and (his wife) Laurene 

and the girls at Walter Hays in the 
multipurpose room, at all the plays 
and musical events. He was a good 
dad and walked his kids to school, 
always said hello,” she said, adding 
that she and other Walter Hays par-
ents still watch the movie from time 
to time, even though their children 
are in college.

Lisa Van Dusen, whose son Dan-
iel was a year ahead of Reed at 
Crystal Springs Uplands School, 
recalls seeing Jobs and his son 
walking in downtown Palo Alto last 
year around the holidays. She was 
with her own son, as well as another 
mother and son home from college. 
She recalled thinking: “You just get 
the moments you can get. That’s 
what I was doing, and I wasn’t fac-
ing what he was facing.

“He was pretty low key in those 
situations, kind of just being with his 
family in a very quiet way. ... There 
was a quiet and gentle quality about 
him when he was with his family.

“It made me happy to see him, 
walking with his son. I just hope he 
had lots of those moments,” she said.

At Palo Alto High School on Thurs-
day, many students recalled trick-or-
treating at Jobs’ house in their young-
er years.

“It was more tricks than treats,” said 
junior Daniel Fischer, recalling the 
“haunted walkway” leading up to the 
door. “He’d have people lying down 
who would grab your legs. It was very 
interesting to go there.”

Other youth called Jobs a “great 
man” who transformed their daily 
lives.

“Steve Jobs changed the whole 
world,” Paly freshman Phil Lewis 

said. “I have three iPods. I use my 
Apple stuff every day.”

Students mentioned how he 
changed their access to and interac-
tion with music.

“Steve Jobs is a great person to me 
because when the crisis of down-
loading music was illegal, he cre-
ated iTunes and everybody uses it. If 
it wasn’t for him, we wouldn’t have 
free music or be able to buy music,” 
freshman Mayerlin Rico said. “He 
basically saved our lives.”

A sophomore student mentioned 
that she received a free Apple com-
puter four years ago from the Palo 
Alto school district under a program 
for low-income students. A teacher at 
JLS Middle School told her about the 
program after she had failed to turn 
in assignments typewritten, and she 
continues to use the desktop machine 
for her schoolwork.

Jobs was the speaker at Paly’s bac-
calaureate ceremony in June, 1996, 

the year his oldest daughter gradu-
ated from the school, staff members 
recalled.

Librarian Rachel Kellerman noted 
Apple’s transformational effect on 
education in the years she has taught 
at Addison and Escondido elementary 
schools, the American School of Lon-
don and Paly.

“All of his products have made in-
formation, teaching and learning just 
explode,” Kellerman said,. recalling 
teaching typing and programming 
with Apple 2s, big Macs, little Macs 
and colored lapbooks.

Palo Alto resident Christopher Ra-
din, in a post on PaloAltoOnline.com, 
called Jobs “an artist whose medium 
was technology.” 

“He changed the goal of technology. 
It wasn’t enough WHAT something 
did (which what traditional technolo-
gist did), but HOW it did it. The con-
cept he brought was: doing something, 
functionally, wasn’t enough. The new 
goal was to emotionally like what you 
were doing.

“It took changing the mindset of the 
people who worked on technology, the 
structure of a technology company 
and yes, the products itself. But it also 
required changing in expectations of 
the people that used technology, to 
expect to like using technology. And 
this, I think, is his biggest and will be 
his longest lasting achievement.” 

Outside the Jobs’ home Thursday 
morning, clusters of passersby braved 
the rain to visit the spontaneous side-
walk shrine, many snapping photos 
with iPhones.

Ryan Jiang lit a circle of tea lights.
“This is my memorial to Steve. He 

changed my life in a good way,” Jiang 
said. “I wanted to wish him to rest in 
peace.”

Kris Norvig called Jobs “a special 
human being.” 

“I just wanted to pay my respects 
to a fallen hero. I bought my first Ma-
cintosh in 1986; it had less memory 
than a single RAW photo. That was 
my grad school computer,” she said.

“I travel all over the world, and 
I don’t go anywhere without my 
iPhone or my Macbook Pro. He’s 
always with me. I heard about his 
death on a breaking-news alert on my 
Macbook. I don’t think that will hap-
pen again in my life, hearing about 
someone’s death on the machine they 
created,” she said. 

Andrea Wolf, a Midtown neighbor-
hood resident, expressed her sympa-
thy for his family and reflected on the 
loss for Apple fans like her.

“It was always great knowing he 
was out there in the world, thinking 
differently,” she said, adding that she is 
an Apple user “definitely. Always.” 

Upfront

Mother: School bathroom doors a safety hazard
The mother of a Palo Alto boy whose fingertip was severed after being 

caught in a school restroom stall door says the doors present “a real safety 
issue for Palo Alto students.” (Posted Oct. 5 at 9:53 a.m.)

Paly, Gunn seniors win National Merit honors
Nearly a quarter of the senior classes at Gunn and Palo Alto high schools 

have been named either 2012 National Merit Semifinalists or Commended 
Students, the Palo Alto school district announced. (Posted Oct. 3 at 9:51 a.m.)

Palo Alto and firefighters reach contract deal
After 16 months of heated negotiations, Palo Alto and its largest fire-

fighter union on Friday (Sept. 30) reached a tentative agreement on a 
three-year contract that eliminates the longstanding and controversial 
“minimum staffing” requirement in the union’s contract. (Posted Sept. 30 

at 4:36 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

City Council (Oct. 3)
195 Page Mill Road The council voted to direct Harold Hohbach to resubmit his ap-
plication for a mixed-use building at 195 Page Mill under a different zoning designation. 
Yes: Burt, Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd Absent: Price, Yeh
Marijuana The council voted to place an ordinance allowing up to three medical 
marijuana dispensaries to operate in the city on the November 2012 ballot. Yes: Burt, 
Espinosa, Holman, Klein, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd Absent: Price, Yeh

City Council Finance Committee (Oct. 4)
Infrastructure The committee heard a status report on the progress of the Infra-
structure Blue Ribbon Commission. Action: None
Auditor The committee discussed and made revisions to the the City Auditor’s pro-
posed work plan for fiscal years 2012-13. Yes: Unanimous

Historic Resources Board (Oct. 5)
Varsity Theatre The board approved, in concept, proposed revisions to the Varsity 
Theatre at 456 University Ave., which was most recently occupied by Borders. Yes: 
Bernstein, Bower, Bunnenberg, Di Cicco, Kohler No: Smithwick Absent: Makinen

Architectural Review Board (Oct. 6)
180 El Camino Real The board reviewed and approved a proposal for a new store-
front and signs for “The Melt” at Stanford Shopping Center. Yes: Lew, Malone Prich-
ard, Wasserman, Young Absent: Lee

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will vote on a proposal to authorize pur-

chase of the 2.6-acre site of the former Peninsula Day Care Center at 525 San 

Antonio Road for $8.5 million. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

Oct. 11, in the board room of school district headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss the Bay Area 

Council’s July 19, 2011, letter to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

and consider the city’s response; consider the High-Speed Rail Guiding Prin-

ciples Policy Document; and hear a status report about the city’s search for a 

Sacramento lobbyist. The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 12, 

in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans 

to discuss the East Meadow Circle/Fabian Way Area Concept Plan and the 

College Terrace Traffic Calming Project. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on 

Wednesday, Oct. 12, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

INFRASTRUCTURE BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION ... The commission plans 

to continue its discussion of the city’s infrastructure backlog and possible ways 

to pay for the items on the list. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 

Oct. 13, in the Lucie Stern Community Center (1305 Middlefield Road).

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to discuss a 

memorandum of understanding for Project Safety Net; hear an update on the 

Human Services Needs Assessment; and consider hosting a breakfast for 

other Human Relations Commissions in the area. The meeting will begin at 7 

p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 

Hamilton Ave.). 

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Tributes
(continued from page 3)

A man takes a photo of the memorial outside Steve Jobs’ Palo Alto home 
with his iPhone on Thursday (Oct. 6).

Mourners left apples with a bite taken out (Apple’s logo), as well as an 
iPod quoting from Steve Jobs’ 2005 Stanford commencement speech, 
outside of Jobs’ Palo Alto home. 

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber

Veronica W
eber
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tributions. “She was tireless and a 
wonderful advocate.” 

“Truly, if anyone deserves credit 
for the breadth, depth and vitality 
of Avenidas’ services, Diana does,” 
Kathleen Gwynn, former president 
and CEO of Avenidas, said in 2001 
of Steeples’ contributions.

Steeples was a native of St. Louis, 
Mo., but moved around the country 
with her parents, Derwood and Eliz-
abeth Baker, and younger sister, Su-
san (Hartzell), also a longtime Palo 
Alto area resident. Steeples credited 
her parents with instilling a pattern 
of community involvement and ap-
preciation for beauty and people. 

Steeples received a B.A. in soci-
ology from Pomona College, then 
did graduate studies at the New 
York School of Social Work at 
Columbia University. She worked 

at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City, where she discovered an ap-
titude for helping families find 
needed resources.

She relocated to Glendora, Ca-
lif., in 1953 to work in the medical 
social services at the Los Angeles 
County General Hospital. She met 
her future husband, a doctor, and 
her professional career was put on 
hold while she practiced homemak-
ing and child-raising skills. 

She left Glendora and the mar-
riage, heading to visit a friend in 
Ely, Nevada, but had a serious ac-
cident en route moved to Palo Alto 
so her daughter, Ann, could get 
high-quality  plastic surgery. She 
also had a son, Alan. Her children 
survive her as do her sister and three 
grandchildren, Audrey and Andrew 
Steeples and Morgan Randolph.

She became a social worker for 
the Santa Clara County Depart-
ment of Social Services, doing wel-
fare work in San Jose. She then was 
named the first executive director 
of the Community Association for 
Rehabilitation in Palo Alto.

She later coordinated outpatient 
services at Children’s Hospital at 
Stanford (now the Lucile Salter 
Packard Children’s Hospital), and 
began lobbying for city support 
of an information-referral service 
for seniors, under the auspices of 
a group called the Senior Coordi-
nating Council. The city responded 
with the tiny office in the downtown 
library and hired Steeples to staff 
it. 

As the organization grew, moved 

Transitions

(continued on next page)

Palo Alto Unified School District

Palo Alto Unified School District Parcel Tax –
Citizens’ Oversight Committee

The Palo Alto Unified School District Board of Education seeks 
applicants for appointment to a ten member independent, vol-
unteer Parcel Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  The Commit-
tee reviews and report to the public on the District’s parcel tax 
expenditures. Applicants must reside within the Palo Alto Unified 
School District. An applicant may not be an employee, contractor, 
consultant, or vendor of the District.

The successful applicants will serve a term from the date of ap-
pointment through June 30, 2016. 

The purpose of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee is to advise 
the Board on the expenditures funded by the measure in order to 
help ensure that said funds are spent for the purposes approved 
by the voters.  The Community Oversight Committee will monitor 
the expenditures of these funds by the District and will report on 
an annual basis to the Board and community on how these funds 
have been spent.

Application forms can be obtained by writing to:  Dr. Kevin Skelly, 
Superintendent, Palo Alto Unified School District, 25 Churchill Av-
enue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, or by emailing: lbaranoff@pausd.org. 
You can obtain information by phone by calling 650-329-3737.
 
Completed applications must be sent to: Dr. Kevin Skelly, Super-
intendent, Palo Alto Unified School District, 25 Churchill Avenue, 
Palo Alto, CA 94306, or emailed to:  lbaranoff@pausd.org. All ap-
plications must be received by Wednesday, October 14, 2011, 
at 4:30 pm. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

William Noel Carrico, age 90, entered 
into rest on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2011, at the 
Eastern Montana Veteran Home in Glendive. 
A graveside service with military honors was 
held on Saturday, Oct. 1, 2011, in the Dawson 
County Cemetery in Glendive with Celebrant 
Sandy Silha officiating. 

William (Bill) was born on Jan. 29, 1921, 
in Sidney, a son of Noel Felix Carrico and 
Christine Finkelson Carrico. He joined 
sisters, D’arline Ezrene Carrico Olson, Elaine 
Sondrine Carrico Moody, and one brother, 
Frank Charles Carrico. He grew up in 
Glendive, and attended Dawson County High 
School, where he met his future wife, Lucille. 

Bill served in World War II at Fort Winfield 
Scott in San Francisco, in the Coast Artillery 
and later the Fort Sherman Canal Zone in 
Panama. He was honorably discharged from 
the Battery 8 1st Coast Artillery Battalion as 
a staff sergeant and received a Good Conduct 
Medal. 

Upon returning home to Montana, Bill 
married Lucille Virginia Carlson in 1946. 

Bill graduated from the University of 
Minnesota with a degree in horticulture and 
received his bachelor of science in education 
from Eastern Montana College. He later 
received his Master of Arts in Elementary 
Education from San Jose State University. 

Bill’s first teaching job was in a two-room 
country school in the Tahoe-Truckee Unified 
School District in 1950. He was a teacher and 
principal for grades one to six, and also the 
janitor. 

Bill and Lucille later moved to Sunnyvale, 
Calif., and lived there for over 40 years. He 
served as an administrator and teacher in 
the Las Lomitas Elementary School District 
in Menlo Park for 25 years. He came to the 
district in 1956 as a fifth-grade teacher at 
Ladera School. He then worked at all four of 
the district schools and acted as principal at 
La Loma School for the 14 years the school 
was open. He also served as principal at 
Ladera School. He directed classroom work in 
remedial math and science, and also served as 
district director of maintenance for six years 
and later, director of curriculum. In 1981, 
he received a Continuing Service Award for 
recognition of outstanding service to children 
and youth by the California Congress of 
Parents, Teachers and Students. 

Upon his retirement Bill said, “I’m sure I’ll 
miss school. I may go into a totally different 

field. I’ve had 
some offers and 
I’ve got a lot of 
hobbies.” That 
was quite an 
understatement. 
Bill had a shop 
in his backyard, 
where he spent 
hours with his children and grandchildren 
teaching them all sorts of things. They learned 
how to run power tools, how to fix their cars, 
how to use a slide rule, and how to take care of 
the many different dogs that came into their 
lives. He also had a small business of making 
and selling workbenches that he built in that 
shop. 

His favorite pastime however, was scouring 
flea markets and garage sales, finding things, 
fixing them and then reselling them, all in the 
days before eBay. 

Bill hitchhiked through much of the United 
States as a young man. He spent time in 
Panama, and visited Europe and Scandinavia, 
but when his wife, Lucille, passed away, 
he decided to return to his hometown of 
Glendive, where he enjoyed spending time 
with old friends and family. In 2006, Bill 
married Mary Lou Jones. 

Bill affected the lives of so many people 
through his teaching, his generosity, his caring, 
and his quiet encouragement. His son Scott, 
once said in a school paper, “He was a man of 
many facets.” This was so true and he will be 
greatly missed by his family and friends. 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, 
Noel and Christine Carrico; his beloved 
wife, Lucille Virginia Carlson Carrico; son, 
Raymond Scott Carrico; and sisters, D’arline 
Ezrene Carrico Olson and Elaine Sondrine 
Carrico Moody. 

Survivors include his beloved children, 
William N. Carrico Jr., Thomas Mark (Julie) 
Carrico, and Mary Kay (Eric) Carrico Davis; 
cherished grandchildren, Kristy Lee Carrico, 
Ryan Scott Carrico, David Aaron Carrico, 
Lucas Noel Davis, Clayton Alexander Davis, 
Savannah Skye Carrico, and Makenna Rose 
Carrico. 

Please join his family to celebrate his life on 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 from 2pm – 6pm, 
at the Sunnyvale Heritage Park Museum, 570 
East Remington Drive in Sunnyvale, CA.

The family has asked that donations be made 
to Montana State University in Bozeman.

William Noel Carrico 
Jan. 29, 1921 – Sept. 27, 2011

Diana Steeples
Diana Steeples, one of the creators 

of today’s panoply of senior services 
in the Palo Alto area, died Oct. 3 at 
Channing House following a period 
of failing health. 

For many 
years she was 
the “voice” of 
the Avenidas 
and its prede-
cessor name, 
the Senior 
Coordinating 
Council of the 
Palo Alto Area, 
Inc. She worked 
on raising awareness of programs 
and events as well as raising funds 
for the nonprofit organization.  

In 2001 she was recognized for 
her “lifetime of advocacy” when she 
received a “Lifetimes of Achieve-
ment” award from Avenidas. 

She retired in 1997 after nearly 
three decades of working on behalf 
of seniors in Palo Alto and neigh-
boring communities. Prior to her 
work with seniors, Steeples had 
been on the staff at Childrenís Hos-
pital as well as executive director 
of Abilities United, which was then 
called Community Association for 
the Retarded.

In 1971 Steeples established the 
first senior services program in the 
region, working part-time out of a 
tiny office in the then-new Down-
town Library on Forest Avenue be-
hind the Palo Alto City Hall.

In the following years she became 
a persistent catalyst for creation or 
expansion of services. 

“It’s fair to say that she was one 
of the first folks in the community 
to advocate for senior services,” 
Lisa Hendrickson, current director 
of Avenidas, said of Steeples’ con-
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She was admitted to Harvard 
Medical School along with 11 other 
women, the first ever admitted, and 
received her M.D. degree in 1949. 
She married Avram Goldstein, 
who had been her professor at Har-
vard, and both became prominent 
researchers in pharmacology and 
members of the department at Stan-
ford University, where they lived 
starting in 1955. 

She was a leading expert on alco-
hol and alcoholism. She served as 
president of the Research Society on 
Alcoholism, received the society’s 
annual award for scientific excel-
lence in 1981, and won the Jellinek 
Memorial Award for alcohol studies 
in 1996. Her book “Pharmacology 
of Alcohol” appeared in 1983. Her 
work established basic biological 
principles underlying alcoholism, 
such as the metabolism of alcohol 
and its wide-ranging effects in the 
body.

She published in leading journals 
such as Nature and the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Scienc-
es, and served on the advisory board 
of the journal Alcohol and Alcohol-
ism. She was also an innovator in 
using computer-based simulation to 
teach molecular pharmacology in 
the 1980s. 

She championed the cause of 
women in the field of medicine 
throughout her career. After years 
in non-tenure track positions at 
Stanford, working in research while 
raising four children, she was pro-
moted to tenured full professor in 

into its quarters at 450 Bryant St. 
and branched into a wide range of 
services, Steeples served under vari-
ous titles, while also being involved 
in community programs or groups 
such as the Christmas Bureau, the 
first Farmer’s Market in downtown 
Palo Alto and the League of Women 
Voters. 

Memorial services are pending.

Transitions

Dora B. Goldstein
Dora B. Goldstein, 89, a Stanford 

professor of pharmacology and pio-
neer of women in medicine, died 
Oct. 2 in Palo Alto after a fall.

A member of 
the first class at 
Harvard Medi-
cal School to 
admit women, 
she worked to 
advance the 
cause of wom-
en in medicine 
and served in 
leadership posi-
tions in the civil 
rights and gay rights movements. 

She was born April 25, 1922, in 
Milton, Mass., to George Wheeler 
Benedict and Marjory Pierce Bene-
dict. She had a sister, Margaret, and 
brothers George and Laurence. She 
attended Bryn Mawr college, where 
she was coxswain on the crew team, 
but left before graduation to work 
on chemicals in the World War II 
war effort. (continued on page 16)

Transitions
(continued from previous page)

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Malcolm A. Bagshaw, MD, one of the world’s 
foremost experts in radiation therapy, and 
leader of the radiology department at Stanford 
University School of Medicine for two decades, 
died Sept. 18, at home in Palo Alto after an 
extended illness. He was 86 years old. His 
wife of nearly 50 years, Muriel Bagshaw, MD, 
also worked as a Stanford research scientist 
for many years and was one of a handful of 
women to graduate from medical school in the 
early 1950s. She married Mal as Muriel Frances 
Hanley in 1948. She died in 1998, shortly 
before the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary. 
They raised three children together. Born June 
24, 1925 in Adrian, Mich., Bagshaw joined the 
Navy out of high school applying for a military 
program that set him on the track to become 
a physician. He attended Wesleyan University 
in Middletown, Conn., then graduated from 
Yale University School of Medicine in 1950 
He completed his residency in radiology at the 
University of Michigan and joined Stanford 
University School of Medicine in 1956. He was 
appointed head of the Division of Radiation 
Therapy in 1960 and became chair of the 
Department of Radiology in 1972. Bagshaw 
received the 1996 Charles F. Kettering Prize, 
awarded by the General Motors Cancer 
Research Foundation, for his instrumental 
role in improving prostate cancer treatment. 
Radiotherapy techniques for localized prostate 
cancer devised by Bagshaw and his colleagues 
allow patients to undergo radiation treatment 
without the need for surgery, and have become 
a standard of care. He published more than 
150 papers on prostate cancer. Fifty years 
and 40 million patients later, medical linear 
accelerators have become the backbone of 
radiation therapy for cancer worldwide. 

Colleagues describe Bagshaw as a mentor 
and a role model who held high standards 
and was understanding and kind to staff and 
faculty alike. He was known as a problem solver 
who was innovative and thought outside the 
box. He built strong bonds with the patients 
he treated at the medical center, as well as his 
students. He especially loved to teach and he 
was well loved and respected by his residents 
throughout the years. 

Bagshaw had a knack for building, and 
his talents extended outside the research 
laboratory into the photography darkroom that 

he built at home, 
his homemade 
guitar and even 
an airplane that 
he built in his 
living room. If he 
didn’t know how 
to do something, 
he would figure 
it out. He was an amazing man, but he was 
a humble man too. He was also very down 
to earth and loved to garden. His hobby as 
a glider pilot included the entire family who 
helped with all the aspects of the sport. He also 
enjoyed bike riding and skiing. A big Stanford 
football fan, Bagshaw was thrilled to have the 
opportunity to lead the Stanford Band on one 
memorable occasion. After retirement, he 
took up painting with fervor. He Also honed 
his singing talent much to the delight of his 
friends and family. 

His children describe him as a father who 
was always there for them. He was generous, 
outgoing, open-minded, and caring. He lived 
his life with enthusiasm, empathy, compassion 
and most of all, integrity. He was a fantastic role 
model for them as well as for his grandchildren, 
whom he adored. In the last years of his life, 
his caregiver Filipinas Panganiban, worked 
tirelessly by his side helping to make his life 
more comfortable, for which his family is 
eternally grateful. 

Bagshaw is survived by two daughters, 
Cassie Gay and her husband Larry of Palo 
Alto, and Sarah Machado and her husband 
Basil of Felton, Calif.; a son, David Bagshaw 
and his wife Wendy Petersmeyer of Atherton, 
Calif.; a sister, Pauline Young and her husband 
Robert of Traverse City, Mich.; and eight 
grandchildren. 

A memorial will be held on Oct. 10 at 4:00 
PM at Stanford Memorial Church Parking for 
service located at the corner of Campus Dr. 
and Galvez St. Free Shuttle service begins at 
3:00 PM. Please arrive by 3:30 PM.

In lieu of flowers contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Society at www.
cancer.org, or to the Malcolm A. Bagshaw 
Visiting Professor Fund, Stanford University 
Gift Processing, and PO Box 20466, Stanford, 
CA 94309. Please make checks payable to 
Stanford University.

Dr. Malcolm Arnold Bagshaw 
June 24, 1925 – September 18, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Longtime Palo Alto resident Virginia Van Nuys 
passed away peacefully on Aug. 6, 2011, after a 
battle with bladder cancer. 

Born Virginia Kurtzweil in Altoona, Iowa, she 
relocated to the Bay Area during high school, and 
attended college at College of the Pacific in Stockton. 
After graduating, she married Jack Van Nuys, and 
a few years later settled in Palo Alto where they 
bought their first and only home and raised four 
children: Betsy, Mark, Jenny and Karen. 

Jack and Virginia were married for 61 years 
before Jack passed away in 2007. They were active 
members of the First United Methodist Church 
since they moved to Palo Alto. 

Virginia spent many years teaching elementary 
school in Palo Alto; first at Fremont Hills (now 
Pinewood) and then at Green Gables (now Duveneck 
School). Teaching second, third and fourth grades 
at various points in her career, Virginia enjoyed 
helping students of different abilities succeed in 
the classroom. 

Virginia is survived by her four children, eight 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild, who 
will miss her patient and loving influence in their 
lives. 

A memorial service will be held at the First 
United Methodist Church on Hamilton Avenue in 
Palo Alto on Oct. 8 at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to 
the First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto.

Virginia Van Nuys
Jan. 16, 1922 – Aug. 6, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

 Constance Ballou Pratt, daughter of John 
and Grace (Lynde) Ballou, died Sunday, 
September 11, 2011.  Her life was full of 
friends, literature and music. While Dean of 
Admissions at Radcliffe, she met and married 
Peter Egan Pratt on December 20, 1958. The 
family lived on Firefly Farm in Brentwood, 
NH for the next 7 years. The Pratts moved to 
Stanford in 1965.  After Peter died in 1973, 
Connie was college counselor at Castilleja and 
then started her own educational counseling 
services. She is survived by Eugenie “Coco” Pratt (Warren) Cook 
of Kalamazoo,MI, Lili Pratt (James) King of Alamo, CA, and Peter 
Egan Pratt, Jr., of San Francisco.  She also leaves four grandchildren, 
Peter Cook of Kalamazoo, MI, Rachel Cook of Auburn, NY, Egan 
and Scott Brinkman of San Francisco.

Constance Ballou Pratt

December 2
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Transitions

the medical school. 
She helped establish and co-

directed a mentoring program for 
young faculty at the medical school 
starting in 1994. The Dora B. Gold-
stein Collection at the Stanford 
medical school library houses the 
archives of women’s struggles for 
equality there. She played a central 
role in the Professional Women of 
Stanford Medical School (1969-74), 
the Joint Committee on the Status 
and Tenure of Women (1970-77), 
and the Katharine McCormick So-
ciety (1979-81). 

In the 1960s, she participated in 
the civil rights movement, serving as 
vice president of the local NAACP 
and fundraising for the group. In the 
1990s she became a leader in the 
gay-rights movement and served for 
a decade on the national board of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG). She lectured on the 
biology of sexual orientation. 

In the house on Stanford campus 
where she lived for 50 years, she en-

joyed gardening, sunbathing, knit-
ting and cooking. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Avram Goldstein, of Palo Alto; 
her children, Margaret Wallace of 
Longmont, Colo., Dan Goldstein 
of Port Townsend, Wash., Joshua 
Goldstein of Amherst, Mass., and 
Michael Goldstein of San Francis-
co; five grandchildren; and her sis-
ter, Margaret of Harwich, Mass. She 
was predeceased by her brothers. 

A memorial will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 9, at 2 p.m. at Vi Living, 620 
Sand Hill Road, Palo Alto. Memori-
al donations may be sent to PFLAG, 
1828 L St., NW, Ste. 660, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20036. 

Lynn Marsh
Lynn Pollock Marsh, 75, a long-

time resident of Palo Alto and Men-
lo Park, died Aug. 28.

She was born in Roseburg, Ore., 
grew up in Orinda, Calif., and grad-
uated from Palo Alto High School 
in 1956. She lived in Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park until recently.

She attended the California Col-

Transitions
(continued from page 14)

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Robert John Myers, age 87, died in Palo Alto, CA on Sept. 
18, 2011.  

Born in Elkhart, Indiana on Jan. 1, 1924, he attended 
DePauw University before joining the US Army in 1943. 
He was recruited into the OSS and went to China in 1945, 
assigned to the Eagle Project for Korean independence. In 
1946, he returned to the University of Chicago for an MA in 
International Relations, where he later obtained his PhD under 
Hans Morgenthau. He joined the CIA in 1949, assigned to 
Japan, Taiwan, Korea and Indonesia. He served as Cambodia 
station chief from 1960-62 and as Deputy Chief of the Far East 
Division 1963-1965. Upon his resignation from the CIA, he 
was awarded the Intelligence Medal.

He was co-founder and publisher of The Washingtonian 
magazine in 1965. From 1968 through 1979, he was publisher of 
The New Republic. While in Washington, he enjoyed writing 
fiction and political satire. From 1980-1994, he was president 
of the Carnegie Council for Ethics and International Affairs in 
New York. During his tenure, the Council developed dynamic 
programs examining questions of human rights, ethics and 
moral philosophy in partnership with diverse institutions 
throughout the world. The journal Ethics & International 
Affairs was founded in 1987. Upon retirement, he and his 
wife Betty moved to California, where he was a research 
fellow at the Hoover Institution from 1995-2007, completing 
two books; U.S. Policy in the 21st Century: The Relevance of 
Realism (1999) and Korea in the Cross Currents: A Century of 
Struggle and the Crisis of Reunification (2001). 

He enjoyed tennis and golf, was a White Sox fan and a jazz 
aficionado. Family, friends and colleagues all benefited from 
his encouragement and ability to connect people through his 
wide-ranging interests and creativity. We will miss his wit and 
humor and incisive analyses. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Elizabeth Watson Myers, in 1998, and a son, Timothy 
John Myers, in 2003.  He is survived by his daughters, Holly 
Myers, of Portola Valley, CA and Lauchlin Myers, of Berkeley; 
his sons in law, Kirk Neely and Mark Liebman; and seven 
grandchildren.

A family gathering in Bob’s memory will be held in October; 
in November, a memorial occasion will be held in New York 
at the Carnegie Council. The family wishes to acknowledge 
the wonderful care given to our father and grandfather by 
Fipe Vea, Cynthia Viray and Yessika Rodriguez at Channing 
House, as well as by the entire staff.  Contributions in honor 
of Bob may be directed to the graduate studies program of the 
University of Chicago Department of Political Science.

Robert John Myers

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Professor Donald A. Dunn, a resident of 

Atherton, CA for 50 years, died peacefully at 

Stanford Hospital on September 27, 2011, after 

a long illness. He was 85 years old. Don was a 

passionate teacher and innovator, frequently 

engaged in multiple fields of study and work 

contemporaneously. In the 1960s, Don was 

involved in the formation of a new department 

at Stanford, the Department of Engineering-

Economic Systems (EES), which was instrumental 

in developing an early form of systems 

engineering. EES was a primary interest for Don 

from this point on, and he was a professor and 

associate chair of EES for many years, retiring in 

1995. Don’s early publishing was in various fields 

of physics and electronics, including microwave 

electron tubes, microwave power systems, and 

computer simulations of plasmas. More recently 

he published in areas of systems engineering, 

satellite and computer communication, and 

telecommunications public policy. 

Born and raised in Southern California, Don 

Dunn attended South Pasadena - San Marino 

High, taking chemistry courses at Pasadena 

Junior College. In 1943, the Navy began enrolling 

officer candidates in its V-12 college training 

program, and Don was admitted to Cal Tech, 

where he studied chemistry with Linus Pauling 

and history with J.E. Wallace Sterling, graduating 

in 3 years. He completed his naval service aboard 

a light cruiser and then came to Northern 

California to work for Eitel-McCullough, where 

he eventually served as Director of Research. 

Not only did Don attend graduate school 

at Stanford University, studying electrical 

engineering under Fred Terman and receiving 

his Ph.D. in electrical engineering in 1956, he 

also attended Stanford Law School, winning the 

first Hellman Legal Writing Prize. Just before 

starting law school, Don met Jane Goodspeed, a 

graduate of the Stanford School of Education and 

a teacher at Palo Alto High School, and they were 

married in 1948. He received the LL.B. degree 

from Stanford Law School in 1951 and was a 

member of the Bar of the state of California; he 

was admitted to practice before the U.S. patent 

office, and he practiced patent law as an attorney 

with the firm of Flehr and Swain in San Francisco 

and also for Hughes Aircraft in Los Angeles. 

While in law school, Don also worked in the 

tube lab at the Stanford Electronics Research Lab 

(ERL); he later became director of the Electron 

Devices Laboratory at Stanford and director of 

the Stanford Plasma Physics Laboratory. He was 

a pioneer in the field of microwave tube research, 

working with Dean Watkins, Hubert Heffner, 

Lester Field, Ed Ginzton, Karl Spangenberg, and 

Marvin Chodorow. As a microwave engineer, 

Don was a consultant on the ECM pods of 

the XB70 supersonic bomber. He was chair of 

the International Symposium on Microwave 

Power held at Stanford in 1967 and a member 

of the board of governors of the International 

Microwave Power Institute from 1966 to 1968. 

In 1970 he co-authored a book on the future of 

satellite communications, and in 1972 he wrote 

Models of Particles and 

Moving Media. He was 

a senior member and 

former chair of the San 

Francisco section of the 

IEEE. 

Don was also 

affiliated with Stanford Research Institute, where 

he directed a study on the interdependence 

of computers and communications for the 

FCC. He was a consultant to the National 

Academy of Engineering’s Committee on 

Telecommunications and addressed the 91st 

Congress in 1969 about telecommunications 

policy. In 1976, in an interview in Computer 

World Magazine, Don predicted growth from 

500,000 online terminal users to 50 million. 

In the late 70s, as a telecommunications policy 

specialist, he was an expert witness for the AT&T 

breakup case. In 1979, he co-authored a book on 

the importance of consumer information for the 

National Science Foundation. 

At Stanford’s EES department, Don was an 

enthusiastic and inspirational teacher, and 

he could regularly be seen riding his bicycle 

through the Quad to and from classes. Teaching 

was a crucial aspect of his life from the 1960s 

until his work as an emeritus professor in the 

1990s. He traveled widely both as a professor and 

consultant in the field of telecommunications, 

often with his family, and he particularly enjoyed 

visiting his graduate students in their home 

countries, including China, Greece, Brazil, Italy, 

Korea, Norway, England, and Israel. He had a 

lifelong love of the opera which he attended in 

San Francisco and around the world. Upon 

his retirement, he enjoyed spending time at 

the beach in Aptos, continued to write and to 

advise students, and continued his 40 years of 

neighborhood runs and daily swims at DeGuerre 

Pool. 

Don is survived by his wife of 63 years, 

Elizabeth Jane Dunn, his children, William 

Goodspeed Dunn and Dr. Elizabeth Ross Dunn, 

his son-in-law, Dr. Richard Johansson, and two 

grandchildren, Liam and Willem Johansson. 

At Don’s request, there will be no service; a 

celebration of his life for colleagues, friends and 

family is planned for a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in Don’s name 

may be made to the Department of Management 

Science and Engineering at Stanford University. 

To contribute online, go to: http://giving.

stanford.edu/giving/home?indexredir=r

- Click on “Make a Gift Now”.

- Under “Direct Your Gift” select “School of 

Engineering”, then type of gift and method of 

payment.

- Under “Further Designation”, choose 

“Management Science and Engineering”, but 

when asked if gift is in memory of someone, 

respond “No”; instead, indicate in the “Special 

Instructions” box that your gift is in memory of 

Professor Donald A. Dunn.

- Follow remaining prompts.

Donald Allen Dunn 
Dec. 31, 1925 – Sept. 27, 2011

(continued on page 19)
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Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Community Health Education Programs

October 2011

Let’s connect!
twitter.com/paloaltomedicalfacebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

Lectures and Workshops

Precocious Puberty: 

Guidance for Families
Presented by Nancy L. Brown, M.A., 

Ph.D., Ed.S., PAMF Education Division 

and Kelly Troiano, M.D., PAMF Pediatrics

Tuesday, October 11, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 

650-853-4873

Between the ages of 8 and 14 rapid changes occur in the body and it 

is not unusual for a youth to gain up to 60 pounds and grow up to 10  

inches. Come learn about early puberty and ways to help reduce the  

social consequences for your children. Parents and youth ages 8 and  

older are welcome.

Cancer Care
– Eating Tips During 

 Cancer Care Treatment

– Exercise for Energy – 

 men and women’s group

– Expressions

– Healing Imagery

– Healthy Eating 

 After Cancer Treatment

– Look Good, Feel Better

– Qigong

– When Eating is a Problem, 

 During Cancer Treatment

Childbirth and Parent Education Classes
–  Baby Safety Basics

–  Breastfeeding

–  Childbirth Preparation

–  Feeding Your Young Child

– Infant and Child CPR

– Infant Care

– Infant Emergencies and CPR

– Introduction to Solids

– Mother-Baby Circle

– New Parent ABC’s – 

 All About Baby Care

– OB Orientation

– PAMF Partners in Pregnancy

– Prenatal Yoga

– Sibling Preparation

– What to Expect 

 with Your Newborn

Living Well Classes
– Back School

– Mind/Body Stress Management

– Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes
Mountain View, 650-934-7177    Palo Alto, 650-853-2961

– Diabetes Management

– Healthy Eating 

 with Type 2 Diabetes

– Heart Smart 

 (cholesterol management)

– Living Well with Prediabetes

– Sweet Success Program

 (gestational diabetes)

Weight Management Programs  1-888-398-5597

– Bariatric Weight Loss 

 Surgery Program

– Healthy eating. Active lifestyles. 

(for parents of children ages 2-12)
– HMR Weight 

 Management Program

– Lifesteps® (adult weight 
 management)
– New Weigh of Life

 (adult weight management)
– Taking Charge of the Holidays

Support Groups
– AWAKE

– Bariatric Surgery

– Breastfeeding

– Cancer

– Chronic Fatigue

– Diabetes

– Drug and Alcohol

– Kidney

– Multiple Sclerosis

Innovation in Health Care

A Conversation with...Lecture Series
Presented by Albert Chan, M.D., M.S., Chief Medical 

Information Officer, PAFMG Medical Director, David Druker 

Center for Health Systems Innovation

Wednesday, October 5, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Sunnyvale Public Library

665 W. Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, 650-934-7373

Be a part of the solution as we discuss changes in the way patients 

access health care, the way it is measured and funded, and how 

technology is changing the way it is delivered.

Innovations in Podiatry

For Your Health Lecture Series
Presented by Nicholas Todd, DPM, PAMF Podiatry

Wednesday, October 19, 7 to 8 p.m.

701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View 650-934-7373

Join us as we examine new health claims in footwear and discover 

what might be helping us and what might be causing more problems.

Advances in Cataract Surgery

Senior Center Lectures
Presented by Karen Shih, M.D., 

PAMF Ophthalmology

Tuesday, October 18, 1 to 2 p.m., 

Sunnyvale City Senior Center 

550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale, 650-934-7373

What is a cataract? How has the treatment changed? When should I 

consider surgery?

Mountain View, 650-934-7373
Palo Alto, 650-853-2960

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures 
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org/healtheducation.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

This Sunday: Holy Cow
Rev. David Howell preaching

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations
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Atrial fibrillation is the most common heart rhythm 

problem, affecting over 2 million Americans. Without 

detection and treatment, atrial fibrillation can affect 

quality of life and cause stroke and heart failure

Expert Stanford physician specialists will discuss 

the signs and symptoms of Atrial Fibrillation and the 

options for evaluation and treatment, which may 

improve quality of life and decrease complications.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

9:30AM – 11:00AM

Sheraton Palo Alto (Justine Room)

625 El Camino Real  Palo Alto, CA

To RSVP, email: events@stanfordmed.org

Please register, seating is limited.

MODERATED BY:
Paul J. Wang, MD, FACC, FHRS
Professor of Medicine
Director, Stanford Arrhythmia Service

 ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION 
AWARENESS 

For more information:

www.stanfordhospital.org/afib-event

Transitions

lege of Art and worked in drawings, 
bronze casting, papermaking, textile 
and environmental art. Her drawing, 
“Djed Pillar,” is in the City of Palo 
Alto’s permanent art collection, and 
her Great Blue Heron metal sculp-
ture greets visitors to the Lucy Ev-
ans Baylands Nature Interpretive 
Center in Palo Alto.

She worked at the Stanford Over-
seas Study Office and at Nature 
Explorations in Palo Alto, provid-
ing support for students, science 
teachers, and artists. As a reference 
and research librarian, she knew the 
power of information and loved pro-
viding it. She taught papermaking, 
using the mushrooms and lichens 
she foraged from the hills.

She is survived by daughters Kris-
ta and Karin Marsh; three grand-
children; four great-grandchildren; 
and many friends.

A memorial gathering will be held 
Oct. 29 (call 650 854-2496 for de-
tails). A retrospective exhibit of her 
art will be shown at the McCree-
Goudeau Gallery in Vallejo, open-
ing in November.

Donations may be made in her 
memory to Peninsula Peace and 
Justice Center, 625 Hamilton Ave., 
Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Norina Miller
Norina Miller, 28, died Aug. 16 in 

her Menlo Park family home from 
brain cancer, diagnosed in 2006.

She had been 
living in Oak-
land while earn-
ing a teaching 
credential and 
master’s degree 
in education 
at Mills Col-
lege. She grew 
up in Menlo 
Park where 
she attended Peninsula School and 
Menlo-Atherton High School. She 
graduated from San Francisco State 
University, majoring in dance, in 
2010. She studied modern dance 
intensively from the age of five into 
adulthood under the guidance of Ju-
dith Komoroske, her first and most 
influential dance teacher.

She held a deep commitment to 
improving the lives of children. 
From an early age she expressed 
her commitment through action. 
She volunteered in children’s dance 
classes; at a village school in rural 
Maharashtra, India; at the Boys & 

Girls Club in East Menlo Park; at 
the Meher Spiritual Center teens’ 
summer camp in South Carolina; 
and in bilingual elementary class-
rooms in San Francisco and Oak-
land. She worked for many years at 
Peninsula School in its summer and 
childcare programs, and in the third 
grade classroom.

She was deeply devoted to spiri-
tual master Avatar Meher Baba. She 
made three pilgrimages to India and 
many trips to the Meher Spiritual 
Center in South Carolina.

She will be remembered for her 
intelligence, humor, integrity and 
compassion, loved ones said.

She is survived by her parents, Jeff 
and Terra Miller of Menlo Park; her 
brother and sister-in-law, Lee and 
Ayla Miller of Redwood City; her 
brothers, Cole and Dale of Portland, 
Ore.; and by four grandparents.

A memorial service will be held 
Sunday, Oct. 23. Contact the family 
for more information at terramil-
ner@gmail.com.

Donations in her memory may 
be made to Coleman Advocates 
for Children and Youth, or Meher 
Fund. 

Transitions
(continued from page 16)

  Lasting 
Memories

An online directory 
of obituaries and 
remembrances.

Search obituaries, 
submit a memorial, 

share a photo.

Visit: 
PaloAltoOnline.com/

obituaries

Introducing 

Asset of the Month:  
Positive Family Communication 
Young people who have positive family communications 
enjoy higher self-esteem, less anxiety, depression and 
substance abuse and, are more engaged in school.

What you can do to help create  
positive family communication:

 

HELP YOUTH  
THRIVE
PALO ALTO FAMILY YMCA

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS 
are the positive relationships,  
opportunities, values and 

 
need to grow and thrive.
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Response to Sternham
Editor,

I must take issue with Seavan Stern-
ham’s letter (“Mitchell Park Problems,” 
Sept. 23, 2011). Our Founding Fathers 
had more in mind than just protecting 
individual rights. You can’t get more 
“Founding Father” than the Constitu-
tion of the United States, which begins 
with a statement of goals, including 
to “promote the general welfare,” a 
common good in which we all share. 
And to accomplish this, Article 1, 
Section 8, gives Congress the power 
“To lay and collect taxes to ... provide 
for the common defense and general 
welfare.” By extension, our state and 
local governments also provide for 
the general welfare, which includes 
investments in such things as roads, 
sewers, schools, and libraries which 
benefit our entire society but which 
few of us could afford to buy for our-
selves. 

As for problems with construction 
at the Mitchell Park library and com-
munity center, let’s remember that 
three other libraries have recently 
been substantially remodeled or re-
furbished by our same city govern-
ment without complaint and, indeed, 
to general acclaim.

One need only note the current 
circus at HP or the fact that the all-
American General Motors was on the 
verge of collapse and was restored to 
functionality by federal investment to 
recognize that all human institutions, 
private or public, can be subject to 
poor judgment and bad management.

Of course, we should hold our city 
government to account for any prob-
lems at Mitchell Park. Happily, the 
Founding Fathers also guaranteed 
that right. 

Ellen Smith
Dana Avenue

Palo Alto

No on E
Editor,

Forty-one bayside dumps ringed the 
bay, but awareness rose and they were 
shut down, mostly converted to park-
land. Will Palo Alto, which prides it-
self on environmental leadership, now 
be the one city in the Bay Area to re-
industrialize its baylands, cannibaliz-
ing dedicated parkland to do so?

A primary justification for build-
ing our own industrial waste plant is 
to reduce our carbon footprint by not 
trucking waste to a regional process-
ing station. Yet our consultant told 
city council that a regional facility for 
organics was needed to mitigate the 
high costs of the project, canceling out 
the promised benefit. Instead of other 
cities trucking waste across Byxbee 
Park, let’s convert trucks to bio-fuel 
use, saving us a pile of money and re-
ducing our carbon footprint without 
producing greenhouse gases by build-
ing a redundant regional plant at the 
baylands.

The consultant told council that 
composting waste plants aren’t built 
by towns our size because they are 

prohibitively expensive and would 
need uncertain and substantial public 
subsidies. Adding millions to costs 
will be the pilot testing needed to de-
termine if the technology will even 
work, since processing the proposed 
types of waste has never been done 
anywhere in the world.

We have no real idea what we’re 
getting into. Just like High Speed 
Rail, we are indulging in faith-based 
decision-making. If parkland is lost 
now, the imperative to justify the loss 
will increase pressure to build. Stop it 
now — Vote No on E.

Winter Dellenbach
La Para Avenue

Palo Alto

No on E
Editor,

A wet anaerobic processor may be 
built on site to replace Palo Alto’s out-
dated sludge burner. Wet anaerobic di-
gestion is safe, efficient, comparatively 
inexpensive, in general use, already in 
the plans, and requires no undedica-
tion of Byxbee park land. 

A dry anaerobic digestor, which 
does require passage of Measure E, 
adds the capacity to capture methane 
from garden trimmings and kitchen 
scraps. It is not either a safe or effi-
cient way to deal with sewage sludge. 

It is a marginal proposition at best. It 
needs careful study by the appropriate 
authorities, namely the City Council, 
before any steps are taken in its direc-
tion.

Passing Measure E only creates a 
commitment for which as yet I see 
little valid justification.

Michael Goldeen
Tasso Street

Palo Alto

No on D
Editor,

Palo Alto’s “leaders” pit “fiscal re-
sponsibility” against binding arbitra-
tion.

Public safety employees have no 
right to strike; if these so-called lead-
ers have their way, they will effective-
ly result in public safety employees 
having no way to negotiate with the 
city because they can’t have an inde-
pendent party help resolve the differ-
ences.

This is just plain unfair. Public 
safety employees work hard and are 
in very dangerous occupations. 

And how many of you who signed 
this letter earn more than these folks 
earn?

Alice Smith
Los Palos Circle

Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Creative genius,  
respected neighbor  

As tributes pour in from around the world for Steve 
Jobs, Palo Altans feel the loss more personally

T he scene outside of the Old Palo Alto home of Steve Jobs on 
Wednesday evening was a remarkable and emotional display 
of affection by a community that deeply admired and re-

spected our most famous resident.
As the rest of the world mourned the news of his death from afar, 

hundreds of Palo Altans of all ages spontaneously brought flowers, 
notes and other offerings as a tribute to a beloved technology icon, 
neighbor, husband and father.

Who could have expressed the emotions of the community better 
or more simply than 8-year-old Libby Spier, who wrote on the side-
walk in front of the Jobs home: “Thanks for changing the world. 
You made a big difference.”

Others shared memories of trick-or-treating at the home on Hal-
loween, when Steve and his wife, Laurene, and friends set up elabo-
rate decorations in the courtyard and when kids, usually unaware 
of who Steve Jobs was, would hold their bags out for candy and 
instead receive fruit or other non-sugary treats.

Many neighbors who paid their respects Wednesday recalled 
how Jobs was quiet and unassuming, and a good person.

Valerie Menager said she attended the same middle and high 
school as Jobs, who she said gave lots of money to local schools, 
often anonymously. He was a great believer in public education, she 
said, adding that she and her children have benefited greatly just by 
living in the neighborhood.

Andrea Wolf said she appreciated that he left his Palo Alto home 
the way it was. As part of a family that has lived in the neighbor-
hood since the 1920s, she said she thanked him for “respecting the 
integrity of the house.”

Others, like Kris Norvig, think back to the early days of Apple. 
“I bought my first Macintosh in 1986. It had less memory than a 
single RAW photo.” Her loyalty to Apple continues today. “I travel 
all over the world and I don’t go anywhere without my iPhone or 
my MacBook Pro. He’s always with me.” 

Other tributes came Wednesday from Palo Alto resident Mark 
Zuckerberg and Google co-founder Sergey Brin. In a Facebook 
post, Zuckerberg said Jobs was “a mentor and friend,” and thanked 
him for showing that what a person builds can change the world. 
“I’ll miss you,” he said.

Brin, posting on Google+, thanked Jobs for his leadership. “From 
the earliest days of Google, whenever (co-founder) Larry (Page) 
and I sought inspiration for vision and leadership, we need to look 
no farther than Cupertino,” Brin wrote. He finished by saying, 
“Steve, your passion for excellence is felt by everyone who has ever 
touched an Apple product (including the MacBook I am writing 
this on right now).”

Gary Fazzino, the former mayor and City Council member who 
is known for his knowledge of the city’s history, said Jobs belongs 
at the pinnacle of the revolutionary inventors who have lived in 
Palo Alto, naming William Hewlett, David Packard and Lee De 
Forest, inventor of the vacuum tube. Fazzino said he met Jobs at 
local events and said he was always very pleasant and very enthusi-
astic about living in Palo Alto. He also remembered Jobs providing 
some philanthropic support to the city, but said that he always did 
it “very quietly.”

Palo Alto City Manager Jim Keene said when he was hired in 
2008 the staff told him they didn’t use Apple products. A “Mac 
addict,” Keene changed that perspective and said now the city staff 
does use Apple products. He sees Jobs’ role going far beyond the 
creation of the personal computer, saying users have an “intimate 
relationship with Apple products, which are as close to ourselves 
as any piece of technology can be and I think that’s what makes 
his work so distinctive.”

The life and genius of Steve Jobs is a quintessential Silicon 
Valley story, from his link to Steve Wozniak at the Homebrew 
Computer Club in the early 1970s to the formation of the Apple 
Computer company shortly after the Apple I was launched in 1976. 
From there, Jobs’ trail to the leadership of a $1 billion company 
in 1982 to his dismissal in 1985 and then victorious return in 1996 
is a success story built on his genius for marrying technology to 
products built with his unrelenting commitment to quality and 
design. Throughout his career Jobs was able to push the latest 
technology into products that in recent years have become icons, 
like the iPod, the iPhone and the iPad. It has been a remarkable 
string of successes for Jobs and Apple that we can only hope will 
continue to define his legacy.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Should Palo Alto have medical-marijuana dis-
pensaries?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of 
permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it 
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Online Editor Tyler Hanley 

at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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What businesses would you like to see in Palo Alto?
Asked on California Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Yichuan Cao and David Ruiz.

Patience Young 
Art historian and curator
California Avenue, Palo Alto
“I’d like to see the Varsity Movie The-
ater come back. It became a Borders 
a while ago but now that’s closed, too. 
I’d also love to see more used book-
stores. Books and movies are what I 
want. “

Janet Asay
Stay-at-home mom
Grant Avenue, Palo Alto
“I would like to see a small, intimate 
kind of restaurant. It should be fun and 
not too expensive.”

Tom Duncan
Server
Moraga Avenue, San Francisco
“I want to see a restaurant-related 
business open here in this town. It 
should be entertaining, not necessar-
ily high-end, but the food and service 
should be good enough to allow 
people to have fun.”

John Cahners
Attorney
El Camino Real, Palo Alto
“We should have a computer game 
park for people who cannot afford to 
buy expensive games to play at home. 
It should include either online and of-
fline games. The park only charges a 
little fee.”

Katherine Rux
Full-time mom
College Avenue, Palo Alto
“I want to have a place for dogs in 
town. People travel a lot these days 
and there should be a business here to 
watch dogs for them, and it should be 
more than just a kennel.”

by Peter Drekmeier

M ore than 100 years ago, Palo Altans 
debated whether or not to establish 
a municipal utilities district. Fortu-

nately, for every generation since, the pro 
side won, bringing huge benefits 
to our community. Our energy has 
been greener and cheaper than in 
neighboring communities, and our 
utilities have generated more than 
$400 million for Palo Alto’s infra-
structure and city services.

Today we face a similar decision.  
Should we repurpose 8 percent of 
our retired dump for a state-of-the-
art renewable energy and compost-
ing facility?  Such a facility would 
produce enough biogas (green energy) to pow-
er 1,400 homes, reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions by 20,000 tons per year compared 
to current practices, and save ratepayers mil-
lions of dollars.

Measure E provides an option to pursue 
this sustainable path.  It will repurpose up 
to 10 acres of heavily-impacted land directly 
adjacent to the sewage treatment plant “for 
the exclusive purpose of building a facility for 
converting yard trimmings, food waste, other 
municipal organics and/or sewage sludge 
from the regional wastewater treatment plant 
by biological and/or other environmentally 
equally protective technology.”

A photo of the site is available at www.
PAGreenEnergy.org.

Measure E poses zero risk.  It does not de-
termine any specific technology, and it does 
not require that a project be built.  If the City 
Council determines a new facility is not cost-

effective, they may rededicate the land as park 
after 10 years, or sooner with a public vote.

The real risk is losing this once-in-a-life-
time opportunity.

To assess the benefits of a waste-to-energy 
facility, City Council commis-
sioned an exhaustive feasibility 
study. It found that anaerobic di-
gestion, a process using microor-
ganisms in enclosed containers to 
break down organic waste into bio-
gas (renewable energy) and com-
post, would not only be good for 
the environment, but also for the 
city’s finances.  Under the financial 
scenario deemed most realistic by 
staff, anaerobic digestion would 
likely save at least $18 million over 

the first 20 years when compared to any other 
alternative for processing our organic waste.

After the facility is paid off, our savings will 
become even greater, while the alternatives 
would become more expensive.  The projected 
Year-20 cost for anaerobic digestion is $53 per 
ton, vs. $123 per ton for the export alternative 
favored by opponents of Measure E.

The Feasibility Study is available for all to 
review at www.CityOfPaloAlto.org/Energy-
Compost.

So, what is the alternative if Measure E 
fails?  We will continue to truck our food and 
yard waste to Gilroy and San Jose, requiring 
450,000 vehicle miles per year at an annual 
cost of $2 million, and generating thousands 
of tons of greenhouse gases.

Defeat of Measure E poses a huge risk.  It 
would put us at the mercy of rising fuel costs 

Two views on Measure E
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise

by Enid Pearson

P arks are the most valuable and vulner-
able lands anywhere.  Park dedication 
protects parkland from government and 

developer confiscation.  It saves parklands for 
recreational use. Measure E undedi-
cates 10 prime acres (eight football 
fields) of Byxbee Park to construct 
a huge anaerobic digester (AD). We 
should not undedicate park land for 
some unknown future use like “op-
tion holding.” If we do the public 
then has no control over what may 
be built there at the park entrance. 
Once undedicated, these 10 acres 
are gone forever.

Parks are Palo Alto’s most valu-
able assets. The Baylands Park was 
dedicated in 1965. It included a small landfill 
expected to close in 1968. Palo Alto continued 
to fill wetlands, illegally, and then got approv-
al. The state Lands Commission claimed these 
filled wetlands. Palo Alto agreed to lease them 
from the state, promising that when the land-
fill was completed, the area would become a 
park. That promise must be kept.

Our Baylands are an unprecedented asset. 
Right now, within 15 minutes of our frantic 
urban lives, we can be in a calm, serene park 
that renews and enhances our lives. Even our 
weather is modified positively by the Bay-
lands. With the closing of the landfill, Palo 
Altans have the gift of a lifetime — 126 
acres of sculpted hills with miles of trails, 
rest areas, and unbelievable views.  Don’t let 
a big intrusive factory ruin this.

People are rightfully frightened by cli-
mate change and are searching for ways 

to reduce our impact. It’s difficult to un-
derstand that we can have a big impact by 
saving and protecting open space, parks and 
undeveloped lands. It is easy to get seduced 
into false solutions. “Climate Change” is 

shamelessly being misapplied to 
sell us a waste processing factory 
in our Baylands Park, the same 
way high-speed rail was used to 
sell us “low cost” transportation. 
Like high-speed rail, this pro-
posed project will have unfore-
seen environmental impacts and 
escalated costs.

Measure E is loaded with mis-
leading information. We can’t 
afford it.  It’s too expensive. The 
consultant ARI’s feasibility study 

gives some insight. Dry anaerobic digestion 
costs from $111 million to  $268 million, 
whereas our current regional plan would 
cost $77 million to $94 million. Our Refuse 
Enterprise Fund is in debt $24 million. Add 
the AD costs and refuse rates will continue 
to escalate along with the rest of our utility 
rates.

The proposed dry AD technology is exper-
imental, risky and costly.  In May 2009 and 
March 2011, an AD vendor, Harvest Power, 
said Palo Alto would be better off sending 
yard trimmings to an existing composter and 
that the proposed dry AD could handle only 
a portion of our sewage sludge, but not all. 
Dry AD has not been used anywhere in the 
world for sewage sludge. Proponents’ eco-
nomics ask us to take a costly risk to be the 
guinea pig for an experimental technology 

Pro: Why not process waste, produce energy here? Con: Save Byxbee Park for future generations

(continued on next page)(continued on next page)
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and to subsidize it with free park 
land.

Greenhouse gas savings are ex-
aggerated. All the cases studied 
generate greenhouse gases. The 
differences are minimal, with one 
regional case saving 1,134 tons of 
CO2 a year over AD cases.

Truck trips are vastly exagger-
ated.  Destroying our park for this 
is a travesty.  The Compost Task 
Force found transportation green 
house gas emissions a minor issue. 
Our waste hauler will take yard 
trimmings six miles to our region-
al SMaRT station in Sunnyvale.  
Food scraps go 12 miles to San 
Jose.  Less than three trucks a day 
would go from SMaRT to Gilroy.

Claims of AD profits to devel-
op the park are false.  California 
Proposition 218 allows only the 
actual cost of services — not park 
improvements — to be charged to 
rate payers.

Environmental issues have not 
been reviewed.  To use this site, 
over 3.5 million cubic feet of old 
garbage would have to be dug up 
and spread on our remaining park, 
emitting huge quantities of meth-
ane, and incurring unknown costs.  
It would delay opening the remain-

der of our park for years.  Noise, 
odor, dust, and truck traffic will 
have huge impacts on park users. 
Experts warn that food waste and 
sludge are notoriously stinky and 
require a 1,000 foot buffer that 
would engulf all of Byxbee Park, 
making the entire Park inhospi-
table for recreational use. These 
nuisances cannot be contained.

We already have an approved 
cost effective regional solution.  
We don’t need to destroy our park.  
Since 1992, over 84 percent of our 
refuse has been processed region-
ally. That will continue. Less than 
16 percent of our waste will be pro-
cessed by this proposal.  Our own 
waste hauler is building a regional 
food waste processing facility just 
12 miles away. Why spend scarce 
public funds and sacrifice park 
land for a redundant facility?

Vote NO on Measure E!  Save 
Byxbee Park for Future Genera-
tions.

Enid Pearson is co-chair of 
the Save the Baylands Commit-
tee, NO on E. She was a mem-
ber of the Palo Alto City Coun-
cil from 1965 to 1975 and was 
honored for spearheading the 
park dedication initiative at the 
Enid W. Pearson Arastradero 
Preserve.

After all other discounts & coupons. Cannot be combined with any other 'Free' or '$ OFF' 
Country Sun coupon. One coupon per household per day per purchase of $25 or more.

&

EXPIRES 10/31/11

and a vendor who could charge 
whatever the market will bear for 
limited waste-processing capacity 
in a world of increasing demand.

Opponents of Measure E argue 
we should use wet anaerobic diges-
tion to process our sewage sludge 
alone, and continue to truck our 
food and yard waste to Gilroy and 
San Jose.  This would be a huge 
mistake.  By scaling up such a wet 
digester, we could process our food 
waste along with our sludge, a tried-
and-true technology being used in 
thousands of communities, includ-
ing several in the Bay Area.  The 
digestate (leftover material) could 
then be composted with our yard 
waste to handle all three organic 
waste streams locally.  Staff has 
indicated this would be a likely sce-
nario if Measure E passes.

Food waste contains three times 
the energy of sewage sludge, so by 
exporting it, we would be paying 
someone else to turn our resource 

into their energy.  Let’s keep that 
valuable renewable energy right 
here in Palo Alto.

In 1965, when it was determined 
the entire dump would be converted 
to parkland upon closure, the world 
was a very different place.  Lyndon 
Johnson was president, the Vietnam 
War was heating up, the world’s 
population was half what it is today, 
and climate change was an unknown 
problem.  Times have changed, and 
so should our priorities.

It’s time to focus less on the past 
and more on the future.  Measure E 
will help bring huge environmental 
and financial benefits to Palo Alto.  
Let’s keep this option alive. Vote 
YES on Measure E!

For a list of Measure E endorsers, 
please visit www.PAGreenEnergy.
org/endorsers.

Peter Drekmeier has worked on 
local, regional and international 
environmental issues for the past 
25 years.  He was elected to the 
Palo Alto City Council in 2005 and 
served as mayor in 2009.

Pro
(continued from page 21)

Con
(continued from page 21)
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Spectrum

This week on Town Square

Mail manuscripts to: Palo Alto Weekly Short Story Contest, 
P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302 or deliver to 

450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto
Questions: shortstory@paweekly.com

CONTEST RULES
1.  The contest is open to anyone who lives, works or attends school full-time in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Stanford, Portola Valley, Woodside, 

Mountain View, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and East Palo Alto.
2.  Limit of one entry per person.
3.  Stories must be typed, double-spaced. Maximum 2,500 words. Longer stories will be disqualified.
4.  $15 entry fee, along with hard copy, for all ADULT stories; $5 entry fee for YOUNG WRITERS under 18. Make checks payable to “Palo Alto Weekly.” 
5.  Entries may not have been previously published.
6.  Signed entry form must accompany story. Author’s name should NOT appear anywhere on pages of story.
7.  All winners are required to email their story to the Palo Alto Weekly in a Microsoft Word Document as an attachment.

ANNOUNCING

THE 26TH ANNUAL 
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
All Writers: December 2, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

All adult winners and first place young winners in each category will be 
announced in the Palo Alto Weekly in February 2012. 
All winning stories will be published online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

JUDGES:
ADULT/YOUNG ADULT
Tom Parker, Award winning novelist and short story writer, UC 
Extension and Foothill College Instructor and former Stanford 
Instructor

Meg Waite Clayton, is the nationally best selling author of The Four 
Ms. Bradwells, The Wednesday Sisters, and The Bellwether Prize 
finalist The Language of Light. She lives with her family in Palo Alto, 
and is at work on a fourth novel to be published by Ballantine in 
2013.

Pamela Gullard, Pamela Gullard’s stories have appeared in 
the North American Review, Arts and Letters, The Iowa Review, 
TriQuarterly and other journals and anthologies. With co-author 
Nancy Lund, she has written three nonfiction books; the latest, Under 
the Oaks: Two Hundred Years in Atherton, appeared in 2009. 
Pamela teaches personal narrative and literature at Menlo College.

CHILDREN/TEEN
Katy Obringer, Former supervisor of Palo Alto Children’s Library

Caryn Huberman Yacowitz, Playwright and Children’s book author 

Nancy Etchemendy, Children’s book author

PRIZES
FOR ADULTS:
 $500 Cash - FIRST PLACE 
 $300 Cash - SECOND PLACE
 $200 Cash - THIRD PLACE

FOR YOUNG ADULT/CHILDREN/TEEN: 
 $100 Gift Certificate - FIRST PLACE
 $75 Gift Certificate - SECOND PLACE
 $50 Gift Certificate - THIRD PLACE

Certificates are from co-sponsoring 
area bookstores. 

Bell’s Books (*ages 15-17)
 Kepler’s (*ages 12-14)

Linden Tree (*ages 9-11)
 *age as of entry deadline

DEADLINE 

EXTENDED

Meditation for Modern Life
One Day Course

|

Varsity Theatre
Posted Oct. 5 at 11:30 p.m. by 

Cynthia, a resident of the Crescent 
Park neighborhood

No more marginal, chain-res-
taurants please!! No more frozen 
yogurt shops. Please, City Coun-
cil, help us restore Palo Alto into 
a unique shopping and entertain-
ment experience. Too many cheap 
eateries and not enough destination 
spots.

Marijuana dispensaries
Posted Oct. 4 at 10:57 a.m. by 

Elizabeth, a resident of the Mid-
town neighborhood

I knew this was coming. The 
council is afraid to take a stand (on 
marijuana dispensaries) so they lob 
it to the voters at greater expense. 
Why not? They’re great at spend-
ing money, and more than happy to 
duck responsibility.

To the person who went off on 
a rant about trees. If you have a 
problem with pollens, move to a 
big city where all the trees have 
been chopped down and paradise 
has been paved.

Palo Alto and Menlo Park are 
desirable because we do our best 
to protect our trees so we have oxy-
gen to balance pollution.

For decades people have moved 
to open-minded, accepting Califor-
nia from all over the world because 
of its endless appeal. Sadly, they’ve 
brought their small, closed minds 

with them and failed to permit 
them to open and flower so now 
we have massive amounts of mon-
ey spent on initiatives like Prop. 8 

that deny people their rights.
As a California native, it breaks 

my heart to see small minds at 
work destroying my/our beloved 
state!

Open your heart and exercise 
your compassion muscle.
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Or-

egon St., 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College football: Colorado at Stan-

ford, 4:30 p.m.; Versus; KNBR (1050 AM); 
KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Or-
egon, 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Stanford junior running back Stepfan Taylor (33) gained 112 yards in a 45-19 win over UCLA last weekend and could be on his way to a second straight 
1,000-yard rushing season. That feat has been accomplished three times before in school history, by Darrin Nelson (twice) and Toby Gerhart (2008-09).

Menlo-Atherton’s (L-R) Pauli King, Seini Moimoi, Ali Spindt (13) and 
Hanning Branning had plenty to celebrate this week

STANFORD ROUNDUP PREP VOLLEYBALL

UCLA-Stanford
more than a

soccer showdown 
by Rick Eymer

P aul Ratcliffe knows a thing or 
two about the UCLA women’s 
soccer program. After all, he 

was there when it all began.
The current Stanford coach, 

however, won’t have any awkward 
moments when the top-ranked Car-
dinal (11-0-1, 3-0) hosts USC (3-9, 
0-3) on Friday night at 7 p.m. and 
the second-ranked Bruins (10-0-1, 
3-0) on Sunday at 1 p.m.

Sunday’s UCLA match will fea-
ture several of the top young play-
ers in the sport. The Bruins feature 
Team USA World Cup member Syd-
ney Leroux, while Stanford’s Alina 

Experience
keeping M-A
in first place

by Rick Eymer

S arah Collins, Hannah Bran-
ning and Seini Moimoi all 
played for the same Vision 

Club volleyball team over the sum-
mer. The extra teamwork evidently 
has paid off.

The three seniors helped the Men-
lo-Atherton High girls’ volleyball 
team recover from a first-set loss to 
beat visiting Carlmont, 19-25, 25-17, 
25-22, 25-17, on Tuesday in a PAL 
Bay Division match.

The Bears (13-4, 5-0 in league 
play) are the only remaining un-
beaten team left in the division. 
Carlmont, coached by former Menlo 

(continued on next page)(continued on next page)

It’s more than a run of good luck
Stanford football team is 16-1 since Stepfan Taylor took over for Gerhart at running back
by Rick Eymer

S tanford junior running back 
Stepfan Taylor may have been 
a relative unknown his first 

year at Stanford, since he played 
in the shadows of running back su-
preme Toby Gerhart.

Even last year Taylor may have 
been an afterthought to quarterback 
Andrew Luck, although he became 
just the sixth Cardinal to accumu-
late more than 1,000 rushing yards. 

In fact, Taylor recorded the second 
best single-season total (1,137 yards) 
in school history.

This year? No one is asking Step-
fan who? Not after what he’s done 
the first four games of the season as 
Stanford has gone 4-0 overall, 2-0 
in the Pac-12 North Division.

“He’s done everything right from 
day one,” Luck said. “His protection 
blocking, running the ball, acting as 
a decoy . . . he is not undervalued on 

our team.”
All Taylor did was pick up where 

Gerhart, now in the NFL, left off. 
He allowed Stanford to have a 1,000-
yard rusher for a third consecutive 
season. That had never been done 
before. The Cardinal is 16-1 since 
Taylor took over for Toby.

Taylor enters Saturday’s confer-
ence game with visiting Colorado 
(4:30 p.m.) as Stanford’s 10th-most 
prolific rusher in school history 

with 1,890 yards. He just surpassed 
Tommy Vardell (1,789) and could 
inch past Anthony Kimble (1,940) 
this week.

Darrin Nelson is the Stanford ca-
reer rushing leader with 4,033 yards 
while Gerhart is second with 3,522. 
Taylor could threaten Gerhart’s 
mark next season.

Taylor has thrived within the 

B
ob D

rebin/stanfordphoto.com

(continued on page 27)

Keith Peters

LOCAL COLLEGIANS . . . Palo Alto 

High grad Allison Whitson reached 

a career milestone but her UC Davis 

women’s volleyball team nonethe-

less saw its 11-match win streak end 

during a tough weekend that saw 

the Aggies fall on the road to Cal 

Poly-SLO and UC Santa Barbara. 

The win streak ended on Friday as 

the Aggies dropped a 25-21, 25-23, 

25-20 decision to Cal Poly in Big West 

Conference action. Whitson was 

held in check with only eight kills. On 

Saturday, Whitson became only the 

seventh UC Davis player in history 

to surpass 1,000 kills, and only the 

second junior to do so, as she regis-

tered 18 during a 23-25, 25-22, 14-25, 

25-23, 18-16 loss to Santa Barbara. 

The loss dropped the Aggies to 2-2 

in conference play and 16-3 overall . 

. . In Ivy League volleyball, Gunn grad 

Teresa Skelly had 12 kills and five 

blocks to help the Harvard women 

(1-2, 8-5) earn their first league win 

with a 25-21, 20-25, 25-21, 20-25, 

15-13 victory over Penn on Saturday. 

One night earlier, Castilleja grad Tay-
lor Docter registered a season-high 

18 kills but the Crimson fell to host 

Princeton, in five sets. Docter, a junior, 

also had six digs and four blocks . 

. . After beating Harvard on Friday, 

Princeton (3-0, 10-5) won its third 

straight five-set match while down-

ing visiting Dartmouth, 25-19,20-25, 

25-17, 15-25, 15-11. Princeton senior 

Hilary Ford from Palo Alto High had 

18 digs . . . In women’s golf, Castilleja 

grad Brenna Nelsen, a freshman at 

Harvard, shot rounds of and 78 for a 

159 total and finished as the team’s 

No. 3 scorer as Crimson tied for ninth 

in the rain-shortened Penn State Invi-

tational last weekend in College Park, 

Md. Harvard was looking for its third 

straight tournament title.

OAKS’ REPORT . . . With Sacred 

Heart Prep grad Alex Vukic and Gunn 

grad Sam Zipperstein contributing in 

a big way, the Menlo College men’s 

soccer team  remained unbeaten 

in the California Pacific Conference 

with a 7-0 victory over visiting Pacific 

Union last weekend. After grabbing a 

4-0 first-half lead, the Oaks got two 

second-half goals from Vukic, a junior 

from Menlo Park who was making his 

first appearance since a wrist injury 

sidelined him on August 31. Zip-

perstein, a senior midfielder, piled up 

three assists in the win. On Wednes-

day, Menlo keeper Alex Palomarez 
stopped two penalty kicks and the 

Oaks (3-0, 6-3-1) took advantage to 

beat visiting UC Santa Cruz, 3-2, in a 

nonconference match.
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Keith Peters

School coach Chris Crader, fell into 
a tie for second place with Aragon 
at 4-1.

M-A, coached by Stanford gradu-
ate Jennifer Wilson, had a date with 
the Dons on Thursday in San Mateo 
with a chance to solidify its lead.

The Bears, who reached the 2010 
Central Coast Section Division I 
title match against eventual state 
champion Palo Alto, again should 
be a factor in the postseason. Tues-
day’s win could go a long way to 
help determine seeding in the CCS 
tournament.

Crader, also a Stanford graduate, 
is in his first year with the Scots, 
so he wasn’t around when Carlmont 
took Palo Alto (also coached by a 
Stanford graduate, Dave Winn) to 
four sets in last year’s CCS semifi-
nal match.

Crader still received some of the 
benefit, as his four returning seniors 
have Carlmont near the top again. 
The Scots edged Aragon in five sets 
last week.

Crader led the City Beach 15 
Black club team to the bronze med-
al at the Junior Olympics in Atlanta 
over the summer. His club teams 
have also earned a silver medal 
(2004) and two other bronze med-
als (2005, 2007).

Crader has been at Stanford for 26 
years, both as a student and employ-
ee. He’s currently a computer sup-
port specialist in the fund-raising 
and alumni office. Crader has also 
worked in the athletic department, 
including media relations.

He never met Wilson at Stan-
ford, but knew of her as a volleyball 
player.

“She was a tiny middle blocker 
who walked onto the team,” Crader 
said. “People who saw her play in 
high school said she had a huge 
heart and was a great leader on the 
team.”

Wilson, a sophomore on Stan-
ford’s 2004 national championship 
team, never got a lot of playing time 
for the Cardinal, but having gone 
through the experience of becom-
ing a college player has played her 
develop relationships with her cur-
rent team.

She might even repeat something 
Stanford coach John Dunning em-
phasized over the years.

“I’m sure subconsciously things 
come out but I definitely have my 
own coaching skills,” Wilson said. 
“I know the girls now and have been 
with them three years, some even 
longer. I have some good relation-
ships with them. What’s important 
is to show you care about them more 
than just as a player.”

That’s something that has rubbed 
off on her team.

“She drills us on ball control 
every single day like she said she 
went through in college,” Collins 
said. “That’s definitely improved 
our play. She is more committed 
and puts in a lot of effort. She really 
cares.”

Players like Collins, Branning and 
Moimoi, who have made a commit-
ment to the sport, make it all worth-
while for Wilson.

Senior Jacqueline Stoner and 
sophomore Pauli King also played 
for a Vision club team.

“These are excellent students who 
have high expectations and want to 
do great things,” said Wilson, who 

Menlo-Atherton senior setter Sarah Collins (2) had 39 assists in a four-
set win over Carlmont on Tuesday, keeping the Bears in first place.

Volleyball
(continued from previous page)

teaches sixth grade at Charles Arm-
strong. “A lot of them want to play 
in college and having been through 
the process, I want to give them the 
insight I wish I could have had. It’s 
easy to talk about my experiences 
because they want the same experi-
ence.”

Branning had 17 digs and four 
aces (all during a streak of 12 con-
secutive serves that finished the 
match) for the Bears while junior Ali 
Spindt added 15 kills and 13 digs. 
Collins contributed 39 assists, King 
finished with 13 kills, seven digs 
and two blocks and Moimoi added 
10 kills and eight blocks for M-A, 
which captured the last 13 points in 
a decisive fourth set to close out the 
match. Katelyn Doherty wrapped 
things up with a pair of kills.

M-A was back on the court 
Wednesday and posted a 25-25, 25-
23, 20-25, 25-20 nonleague victory 
over host Notre Dame-Belmont in 
a match originally scheduled for 
Oct. 19. Spindt and King each had 
11 kills while Moimoi contributed 
nine kills and four blocks.

In other volleyball action this 
week:

In San Jose, senior Hannah Bo-
land produced 18 kills, eight blocks 
and two aces to a 27-29, 25-21, 25-
22, 25-13 victory over host Notre 
Dame-San Jose in a West Bay Ath-
letic League (Foothill Division) 
match Tuesday.

The Gators (3-0, 15-8) remained 
tied for first place with Sacred Heart 
Prep as junior Lucy Tashman added 
15 kills, 22 digs and two aces with 
junior setter Hannah Hsieh adding 
36 assists and 13 digs against the 
host Regents (0-3, 10-7). The Gators 
played host to SHP on Thursday in a 

showdown for first place.
Sacred Heart Prep, which dropped 

a 3-0 nonleague decision to host 
Presentation on Monday, rebounded 
with a 25-21, 25-22, 25-14 WBAL 
Foothill Division win over visiting 
Mercy-San Francisco on Wednes-
day. Sarah Daschbach had 10 kills, 
11 digs and five aces for SHP while 
fellow senior Jesse Ebner added 13 
kills with four blocks. Ellie Shannon 
had 10 kills and 16 digs with senior 
Olivia Bertolacci adding 20 digs. 
The setter tandem of Jojo Kurtzman 
and Cammie Merten combined for 
32 assists.

In Burlingame, Menlo School 
downed Mercy-Burlingame in a 
WBAL Foothill Division match 
at Serra High, 25-22, 22-25, 25-
18, 25-14. Menlo (2-1, 16-5) got 
a team-high 14 kills from junior 
Emma Thygesen while sophomore 
Maddie Huber added eight. Elisa 
Merten contributed 27 assists and 
had seven digs for Menlo, which 
also had a team total 12 aces and 
15 blocks.

In Los Altos, Palo Alto remained 
unbeaten in the SCVAL De Anza 
Division with a 25-17, 25-18, 25-16 
victory over the host Eagles. Mela-
nie Wade led the Vikings (4-0, 17-3) 
with 18 kills.

In Cupertino, Gunn continued to 
struggle in the SCVAL De Anza 
Division following a 25-21, 25-12, 
25-21 loss to host Homestead. Julia 
Maggioncalda had 10 kills for the 
Titans (1-4, 11-10). 

In Los Altos Hills, visiting Pri-
ory (4-0, 15-2) remained atop the 
WBAL Skyline Division along 
with Harker (5-0) following a 25-
15, 25-23, 25-13 victory over host 
Pinewood (2-4, 6-5). 

Garciamendez and Teresa Noyola, 
who was named for the Loweís Se-
nior CLASS Award, represented 
Team Mexico at the World Cup.

Sacred Heart Prep graduate 
Abby Dahlkemper has started all 
11 games as a defender for the Bru-
ins. She has an assist, and has taken 
eight shots, four on goal. She was 
named to the all-tournament team 
at the Tennessee Lady Vol Classic 
in late August.

Geena Graumann, a former high 
school teammate of Dahlkemper’s, 
is a midfielder for the Women of 
Troy. She has appeared in five 
matches.

Ratcliffe no longer knows any of 
the players, he’s committed to Stan-
ford and guiding it, hopefully, to a 
national championship.

There was a time, though, when 
Ratcliffe took over the head job at St. 
Mary’s, when he would be coaching 
against players he recruited, and the 
occasional “Go Blue” would escape 
from his throat.

Ratcliffe played for the Bruins’ 
men’s national championship team 
in 1990 as a sophomore. In 1993, he 
was in his fifth-year at the school, 
and was serving as a graduate as-
sistant.

That’s when UCLA started its 
women’s program and then-men’s 
coach Sigi Schmid urged him to 
help the women’s team instead “of 
kicking the ball around with the 
men’s team,” Ratcliffe said. “I had 
just graduated so it was difficult to 
be coaching the guys I played with. 
The women’s team needed more 
help anyway and I would take a 
more active coaching role.”

At the time, Ratcliffe said it was 
a way to help make ends meet and 
stay involved with the sport. He still 
held aspirations of playing profes-
sionally, and spent a year playing 
for the Anaheim Splash and Los 
Angeles United in the professional 
indoor league.

The next year, women’s coach Joy 
Fawcett asked him to return to help 
the Bruins.

“I didn’t realize it at the time that 
it was leading to a career,” Ratcliffe 
said. “I worked camps for Sigi to 
make some extra money.”

Ratcliffe was named UCLA’s 
interim coach when Fawcett an-
nounced her retirement following 
the 1997 season, and that’s when 
he made the decision to pursue a 
coaching career and give up play-
ing professionally.

It has clearly worked in his favor.
He never got the chance to coach 

a match as the head coach at UCLA 
but it did help land him his first head 
coaching job at St. Mary’s.

“I didn’t know anything about the 
school or the area,” Ratcliffe said. 
“My wife (Amy) is from the area 
(San Jose) and sold me on it.”

He was hired at Stanford in 2003 
and has brought the Cardinal to the 
verge of its first championship the 
past three years. 

“I knew Stanford was one of the 
best programs in the country,” Rat-
cliffe said. “I knew that from my 
UCLA days and I was lucky enough 
to get the opportunity. I give the 
players all the credit. You need great 
players to have a great team.”

Stanford hasn’t missed a beat this 
year, even after losing the last two 
national player of the year honorees. 

That’s because it seems a new class 
of recruits steps into the voids left 
behind.

This year it’s freshman Che 
Obagagu, who has seamlessly taken 
a leading role for the Cardinal. She’s 
also helped ease the pain of losing 
forward-defender Courtney Verloo 
for the majority of the season.

“She is a great talent and I am ex-
cited for the future with her,” Ratc-
liffe said. “She’s only going to get 
better and better and she’s already a 
phenomenal player.”

Men’s water polo
Top-ranked Stanford opens 

Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
play with a contest against visiting 
Pepperdine at 7 p.m. Friday.

The Cardinal (7-2) moved into 
the top spot of the CWPA rankings 
this week after winning the SoCal 
Tournament for the first time in nine 
years.

Freshman utility Alex Bowen 
earned MPSF Player of the Week 
honors after scoring six times in 
Stanford’s 10-9 overtime victory 
over California in the championship 
game at the Los Alamitos Olympic 
Training Center in Long Beach.

The Cardinal ended USC’s 22-
game winning streak, and eight-year 
reign as SoCal champs in the semi-
finals, beating the Trojans, 6-4.

There’s not an easy game in the 
MPSF, as all nine teams enter con-
ference play with overall winning 
records.

The Cardinal also hosts UC Santa 
Barbara, coached by Stanford grad-
uate Wolf Wigo, on Sunday at noon. 
Palo Alto graduate Geng Wang is a 
junior attacker for the Gauchos.

Women’s volleyball
Seventh-ranked Stanford looks 

to continue its recent success when 
it hits the road for a pair of Pac-12 
Conference matches this weekend.

The Cardinal (10-3, 4-3) travels to 
meet host Oregon State (11-5, 3-3) 
for a 7 p.m. match Friday in Cor-
vallis. Stanford is at No. 15 Oregon 
(12-2, 5-1) for a 7 p.m. match Sat-
urday.

Stanford won a pair of home 
games last weekend, beating Ari-
zona State in three sets Friday night 
and going four sets in Sunday’s win 
over Arizona.

Sophomore middle blocker Carly 
Wopat earned Pac-12 Offensive 
Player of the Week honors after 
hitting at a .502 clip in the two 
matches.

Field hockey
Seventh-ranked Stanford (9-1) 

travels cross country to play a pair 
of nonconference games, beginning 
with Saturday’s match at Harvard. 
The Cardinal plays at New Hamp-
shire on Sunday.

Stanford is riding an eight-match 
winning streak and can set a school 
record for consecutive victories with 
two wins this weekend.

Men’s golf
Top-ranked Stanford returns to 

the fairways this weekend for The 
Prestige at PGA West Invitational in 
La Quinta. The tournament begins 
Sunday.

Stanford opened the season with a 
team victory in Illinois last month.

Freshman Patrick Rodgers, who 
won individual honors at the Fight-
ing Illini Invitational, was named 
Pac-12 Golfer of the Month, it was 
announced Wednesday. 

Stanford roundup
(continued from previous page)
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Palo Alto Financial Center
490 South California Avenue

Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-6445

www.techcu.com
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PAGE MILL ROAD

S. CALIFORNIA AVE.

STANFORD AVE.Our new Palo Alto Financial Center
at 490 S. California is now open

Stop by and take advantage of
our GRAND OPENING specials!

$100 for every new
Checking/Savings
Account opened*

1.10% APR on a
7-month CD**

Stop by for a visit. Tech CU has been serving Silicon Valley
for 50 years and we’d like to get to know you. 

*Must open in person at Palo Alto location starting 9/15/11. Offer will close at Tech CU's discretion no later than 10/31/11. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Not available on UTMAs, HSAs, IRAs,  business accounts or accounts opened in the name of a person under age 18.  New accounts only. To qualify 

  

Valerie Wilson Travel  Palo Alto
525 University Avenue, Suite 23 

Palo Alto, California 94301
855-255-8525 650-485-4545

paloalto@vwti.com

Now Open In Palo Alto Experience The Power of Access™

Connect One to One And Travel With Us!

New York, New York

 A

Valerie�Wilson�Travel�Locations:

z
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Sports

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 

(P&TC) shall conduct a special public meeting at 6:00 PM, 

Wednesday, October 19, 2011 in the Council Chambers, Ground 

Floor, Civic Center, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may 

appear and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 

website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning Division 

Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding 

the meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the Development 

Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

NEW BUSINESS.
Study Sessions:

Residential Density Bonus Ordinance- Review of draft ordinance 1. 
consistent with SB1818.

Questions.  For any questions regarding the above applications, 

please contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2440.  The 

files relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays 

between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.    This public meeting is 

televised live on Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 

with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, 

services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn 

more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 

650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and  

Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commission

Cardinal offensive system because 
he’s technically sound, knows when 
to follow his blockers and when to 
make his move. He’s also a little bit 
lucky.

The third play from scrimmage 
during last Saturday’s 45-19 romp 
over UCLA could have been a fi-
asco.

“There was one play I couldn’t 
hear Andrew call the play,” Taylor 
said. “I kept waiting for him to turn 
around and tell me. I knew it was a 
run, I just didn’t know which way. 
Luckily I guessed right.”

Taylor scored twice in the Pac-12 
Conference victory over the Bruins, 
his 20th and 21st career touchdown. 
Only five players have scored more 
during their Cardinal career. He’s 
within six of Brad Muster for third 
all-time.

“That doesn’t matter at all,” Tay-
lor said. “I just go out and help the 
team. We have a good group of 
backs here and I am not selfish.”

He’s a big part of Stanford’s abil-
ity to control the clock, especially in 
the fourth quarter. The Cardinal has 
yet to fall behind in any game this 
season, making the final period all 
about finishing strong.

“I love that situation,” Taylor said. 
“We’re running out the clock and we 
have the offensive line and fullback 
leading the way. The defense looks 
tired.”

It’s also fun for the linemen.
“We know we’re going to run ev-

On the other hand, Stanford is one 
of three Division I schools without 
an interception (with Utah State and 
Akron) and that’s a bit irritating.

“The defensive backs work on 
ball skills pre-practice and post-
practice,” Stanford head coach Da-
vid Shaw said.

Stanford leads the nation with 
one turnover lost and ranks 13th in 
the nation in turnover margin. Still, 
there’s room for improvement.

“We didn’t do everything we ex-
pected to do,” junior nose tackle 
Terrence Stephens said. “We need 
to start a lot faster, with a little atti-
tude and not try to feel our way into 
the game. We need to stay focused 
and we need to find a way to fin-
ish it.”

Meanwhile Luck said he’d be just 
as happy if he never had to catch an-
other pass.

“Two in my career is enough,” he 
said. “I’m fine throwing the ball. 
I have no desire to catch another 
pass.”

The catch, a one-handed grab last 
weekend as he was falling out of 
bounds, did elicit a response from 
tight end Coby Fleener, who made a 

spectacular one-handed grab in the 
end zone for a touchdown, and made 
it look easy.

“His was more impressive than 
mine,” Fleener said. “He wasn’t 
wearing gloves and he’s a quarter-
back. I was jumping up and down 
on the sideline. He’s a superb athlete 
and he’d make one heck of a tight 
end.”

NOTES: WR Drew Terrell, who 
threw the 13-yard completion to 
Luck, was banged up during the 
game and may be replaced as a 
punt returner . . . CB Barry Brown-
ing, who missed the UCLA game 
with back spasms, is expected to 
be ready to play against Colorado 
. . . CB Delano Howell, who hurt 
his shoulder, was cleared to play 
earlier in the week . . . Shaw, who 
caught two passes the last time 
Stanford played Colorado, on the 
sellout against UCLA: “You could 
feel it during warmups. The student 
section was already packed and it 
created a buzz.” . . . The Pac-12 
announced that Stanford’s game 
at Washington State next weekend 
will start at 4:30 p.m. and be tele-
vised on Versus. 

Stanford football
(continued from page 24)

ery down to run out the clock and 
put the ball in the end zone,” Stan-
ford’s David DeCastro said.

While Taylor was in the midst of 
a prolific high school career (4,792 
yards and 67 touchdowns in three 
years) in Mansfield, Texas, then-
coach Jim Harbaugh made his 
pitch.

“He told me we’re a running team 
and run the same kind of offense as 
my high school,” Taylor said. “I re-
ally didn’t know too much but I was 
amazed at how we ran.”

Filling in for Gerhart also proved 
productive.

“He taught me a lot as far as read-
ing defenses,” Taylor said. “My high 

school coaches taught me how to be 
physical.”

Stanford is one of three Division 
I schools (with Auburn and Florida 
State) which has not lost a fumble 
yet this year. In fact, the Cardinal 
has fumbled once and gotten it back. 
Taylor said that comes from an atti-
tude and running backs coach Mike 
Sanford, a former quarterback at 
Boise State, stressing it in practice 
every day.

“I never want to put the ball on 
the ground,” Taylor said. “Coach 
Sanford made it an emphasis this 
year. He wants the ball to be high 
and tight, and he wants the pictures 
to show high and tight.”

Coby Fleener (left) caught two TD passes from Andrew Luck (12) while 
Stepfan Taylor (33) rushed for two in a 45-19 win over UCLA.

John Todd/stanfordphoto.com

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto  

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

8:30 A.M., Thursday, October 20, 2011 Palo Alto Council 
Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.  Go 
to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review 
filed documents; contact Diana Tamale for information regarding 
business hours at 650.329.2144.

3251 Hanover Street [11PLN-00336]: Request by DGA 
Architects, on behalf of Stanford and Lockheed Martin, for 
Architectural Review of the construction of a two-story 82,120 sf 
building) within an existing office park. Zone: RP.    Environmental 
Assessment: An initial study and mitigated negative declaration 
were prepared in 2009.  

355 Alma Street [11PLN-00045]: Request by Lund Smith on 
behalf of Lytton Gateway LLC for Architectural Review of a new 
Planned Community (PC) zone district and Comprehensive 
Plan land use designation amendment to allow a mixed use, five 
story (64-foot high) building on the 21,713 square foot former 
Shell station site zoned CD-C (P) and CD-N (P).  Environmental 
Assessment: An initial study and mitigated negative declaration 
have been prepared.  

2080 Channing Avenue [10PLN-00198]:  Request by Sand Hill 
Properties for Architectural Review of a Planned Community 
proposal for the Edgewood Plaza Shopping Center for the 
renovation of the three existing, Eichler retail structures, on-
site relocation of one of the retail structures, construction of 10 
new single-family homes, and creation of a 0.22 acre park. The 
Environmental Impact Report prepared for the project has been 
published and the public comment period begins September 30 
and will end November 14, 2011.  A Planning and Transportation 
Commission public hearing for the EIR has been scheduled for 
October 26, 2011.

180 El Camino Real [11PLN-00233]: Request by MCG Architecture 
for Chipotle on behalf of the Board of Trustees to the Leland Stanford 
Junior University for Architectural Review of a new storefront 
including lighting, one wall sign, and one blade sign at the Stanford 
Shopping Center. Zone District CC. Environmental Assessment: 
Exempt from the provisions of CEQA, 15301 (Existing Facilities).  

167 Hamilton Avenue [11PLN-00348]: Request by LYFE Kitchen for 
Architectural Review of a Sign Exception to allow the installation of 
blade sign that exceeds the allowable size and placement location, 
and one additional wall sign. Zone: CD-C(GF)(P). Environmental 
Assessment: Exempt from the provisions of CEQA, 15311 
(Accessory Structures). 

Amy French  
Manager of Current Planning
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Sports

Locally Grown Clothing Co.

Made in the USA

526 Waverley Street Downtown Palo Alto

Are you a Stanford Hospital, Lucile Packard, or Menlo Medical Clinic 
allergy or asthma patient 

covered by Anthem Blue Cross?

We can help you.
At Atherton Allergists, we continue to accept Anthem Blue Cross Insurance.

We are available to see you right away, and take care 
of  all your immediate and long term allergy and asthma needs.

Give us a call. 

(650) 556-9577
3301 El Camino Real, Suite 101 Atherton, CA  94027

www.athertonallergists.com

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Elizabeth Anderson
Gunn water polo

Hannah Boland*
Castilleja volleyball

Jesse Ebner
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Kat Gregory
Priory cross country

Sarah Robinson
Gunn cross country

Pippa Temple*
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

B.J. Boyd
Palo Alto football

Jack Heneghan
Menlo School football

Dre Hill
Palo Alto football

Dylan Mayer*
Menlo football

Andrew Prior
Gunn cross country

Daniel Pugliese
Menlo cross country

Honorable mention

Hannah Hsieh
Castilleja School

The junior setter produced 
38 assists in an important 
five-set volleyball victory 
over Menlo School and add-
ed 17 assists in a win over 
Mercy-Burlingame to keep 
the Gators unbeaten in the 
WBAL Foothill Division.

JJ Strnad
Gunn High

The senior running back/
linebacker rushed for a 
career-high 169 yards on 
just eight carries and scored 
four touchdowns to spark 
the Titans to their first foot-
ball win of the season over 
Harker in a league opener.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

PREP FOOTBALL

SHP, Menlo try
to stay perfect
at mid-season

T he midway point of the high 
school football season arrives 
Friday and two local teams 

will be looking to remain unbeaten 
heading into the second half of the 
season.

Coming off a bye week, Sacred 
Heart Prep will put its 4-0 record 
on the line when it opens the PAL 
Bay Division season at home against 
always tough Terra Nova at 3 p.m. 

The Gators are averaging 32 
points a game while giving up 11.2, 
using a strong defensive effort while 
a young offense — led by first-year 
starting quarterback Jack Larson — 
learns the ropes.

Menlo goes for a 5-0 mark on Fri-
day night in a PAL Ocean Division 
tussle at host South San Francisco 
at 7 p.m. 

Palo Alto also is in position to 
control its own destiny, following 
last week’s 20-20 tie between Wil-
cox and Los Gatos in a SCVAL De 
Anza Division opener. The Vikings 
are 1-0 in league (3-1 overall) head-
ing into Friday’s home game against 
Wilcox at 7:30 p.m.

A victory is crucial for Paly, 
which has to play at Los Gatos the 
following Friday in a game that will 
go a long way in determining the 
division champion.

Gunn (1-3), which produced a 
huge 47-6 victory over visiting 
Harker to open its SCVAL El Cami-
no Division season last week, unfor-
tunately won’t be able to capitalize 
on that momentum while enjoying 
a bye week.

In eight-man action, Priory (1-3) 
hits the road Friday to face Anzar 
while Pinewood (0-3) will be home 
to face Cornerstone Christian at 4 
p.m. 

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.

Thursday, November 10, 2011

DINE FOR KIDS

For more information contact Janice Shaul

Sponsors: 
Al and JoAnne Russell, Almaden Press, Anderson Honda, Avid Bank, Burr Pilger Mayer, Inc, Kawakita 
Graphics, Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto, Los Gatos Roofi ng, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, Palo Alto 

Chamber Of Commerce, Palo Alto Firefi ghters Charitable Fund , Palo Alto Weekly/Palo Alto Online, Presidio 
Bank, Robins and Pasternak LLP

Go to paccc.com/dine.php for list of participating restaurants

Dine For Kids Online Auction
Dine out, bid at home - or both!

Support quality child care for low-income families
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The City of Palo Alto is preparing to allow 
AT&T to install 80 Distributed Antennas in 
our neighborhoods. The only review 
process is how they look and what color 
they should be.
 
How would you like the electrical pole in 
front of your house to be topped with a 
9’x6’ structure that has two 3’ barrels on 
top? Electrical cabinets will be installed 
12’ above street level with built-in fans 
that may operate all day.  

Palo Alto Citizens for  Responsible 
Wireless Communications is a group of 
resident that believe our city government 
needs to have a better plan for improving 
cellular coverage. Allowing carriers to 
implement a free-for-all land grab on top 
of our electrical poles is not the answer.

Paid for by Palo Alto  Citizens for Responsible Wireless Communications

AT&T Cellular towers

Palo Alto neighborhoods?
to top 80 electrical poles in

SIGN UP NOW!
Join our list and sign the petition!

Facebook: MobilePaloAlto  |  Web: MobilePaloAlto.com

more?320
Will the precedent allow other carriers to put up
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Movies
The Ides of March 

(Palo Alto Square, Century 20) Stop me if you’ve 
heard this one: How can you tell when a politician 
is lying? If you know the well-worn punchline, you 
probably won’t learn anything from George Cloo-
ney’s “The Ides of March,” but you may enjoy it all 
the same.

Based on the 2008 play “Farragut North” by Beau 
Willimon (who served as communications director 
for Howard Dean in the 2004 election), “The Ides 
of March” goes behind the scenes of a Democratic 
presidential primary race, as seen through the eyes 
of idealistic, highly placed campaign staffer Stephen 
Myers (Ryan Gosling). Pennsylvania Gov. Mike 
Morris (George Clooney) is looking good heading 
into the Ohio Democratic Primary — a little too 
good, perhaps. As the Republican machinery man-
uevers to get out the vote for Morris’ less electable 
rival, Morris’ team parries and thrusts.

Rival campaign managers Paul Zara (Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman, ever the standout) and Tom Duffy 
(Paul Giamatti) clearly have read their Machiavelli; 
the film’s central conflict begins to unfold when 
Duffy, hoping to poach a keen political mind, makes 
an overture to Myers.

A true believer in his own candidate, Myers de-
clines, but complications ensue when top-tier re-
porter Ida Horowicz (Marisa Tomei) gets wind of 
his secret meeting with the other side. At this inop-
portune moment, opportunity knocks in the form 
of flirty intern Molly Stearns (Evan Rachel Wood), 
who happens to be the daughter of the Democratic 
National Committee chairman.

And so “The Ides of March” plays out like a game 
of high-stakes poker, mostly in shades of quiet, in-
tense deliberation. The screenplay by actor-direc-
tor Clooney, his writing-producing partner Grant 
Heslov, and Willimon evokes “The West Wing” in 
its tart, politically savvy dialogue, though “March” 
decidedly skews to cynicism about the American 
political process. (In a small but impactful role, Jef-
frey Wright embodies conniving careerism.)

Though familiar, “March” tells a timely fable of 
campaign ethics and the temptation to move the line 
— the higher one moves up the political food chain, 
the deeper the assurance that the ends justify the 
means.

The education (read disillusionment) of an idealist 
and misplaced trust within the political sphere mark 
well-trodden territory, but the details of brinksman-
ship keep the film percolating, in concert with ter-
rific acting and Clooney’s assured direction.

The picture is not without its memorable mo-
ments: The seriocomic opener is a gem, with Gos-
ling behind a podium, wearily but expertly doing 
the advance work for a debate, and a top-notch 
scene of mutual seduction between Gosling and 
Wood proves equally pleasurable. Clooney the ac-
tor mostly stays on the margins, since the story lies 
with Morris’ advance men.

Lest we forget, “The Ides of March” reminds us of 
the bloody realities of the political game. Not only 
backstabbers went after ol’ Julius Caesar; he had his 
frontstabbers too.

Rated R for pervasive language. One hour, 41 
minutes.

— Peter Canavese       

Real Steel 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Strong production val-

ues and another charismatic performance by triple-
threat talent Hugh Jackman help keep this heavy-
metal offspring of “Rocky” and “Transformers” 
out of the cinematic junk heap. Considering “Real 
Steel” is essentially Hollywood’s big-budget version 
of the simplistic Rock’em Sock’em Robots game 

first introduced in the 1960s, the crowd-pleasing 
final product is a pleasant surprise.

But don’t get too excited just yet. The film is 
also chock-full of clichés and product placement, 
is thoroughly predictable, and features a lot of loud 
clanging and smashing that occasionally rivals the 
auditory barrage of a restaurant kitchen. Fortunately 
the eye candy outweighs the ear carnage.

In the not-too-distant future, the sport du jour 
is robot boxing. Seems fight-hungry citizens have 
tired of watching people beat each other up (weak 
humans) and prefer to see sophisticated and expen-
sive robots pound each other into scrap metal. One 
of the most notable robot-boxing trainers (i.e., the 
guy who works the remote control) is washed-up 
fighter Charlie Kenton (Jackman).

Charlie is down on his luck — with debts and 
beer bottles piling up — when he gets word that the 
mother of his estranged young son (Dakota Goyo 
as Max) has died, leaving Max without a guardian. 
Max’s aunt Debra (Hope Davis) and her well-to-do 
hubby Marvin (James Redhorn) are eager for cus-
tody, but the unscrupulous Charlie sees an opportu-
nity to make a quick buck. Marvin agrees to pay off 
Charlie for the right to adopt Max, assuming Charlie 
can temporarily care for the defiant little tyke while 
Debra and Marvin are traveling overseas.

Charlie enlists the help of his longtime friend 
and former lover Bailey (Evangeline Lilly of TV’s 
“Lost”) and plans to hit the robot-boxing circuit with 
Max in tow. Charlie’s effort with the once-dominant 
robot boxer Noisy Boy falters, forcing Charlie and 
Max to scour through a junkyard to find spare parts. 
A bit of serendipity leads Max to discover a long-
buried “sparring bot” named Atom. Charlie and 
Max take Atom on the circuit and it (he?) excels, 
leading up to a climactic championship match with 
an undefeated robot boxer dubbed Zeus.

Jackman, looking more ripped than ever, puts in a 
strong performance despite the cookie-cutter mate-
rial. The way Charlie treats Max initially is pretty 
despicable, though he softens as the bond between 
the two develops. Lilly is also impressive in her first 
big film role and the chemistry between Jackman 
and her is palpable. Youngster Goyo holds his own, 
never really lifting the film but never bringing it 
down, either.

The filmmakers miss a real opportunity to ex-
plore the inner workings and origin of Atom, easily 
the most interesting character. Atom seems to be 
more evolved and self-aware than a standard robot, 
but little time is spent on exploring what makes the 
enigmatic machine tick. “Real Steel” has a bit of 
“Mad Max” energy that gives it an added spark, es-
pecially during a fight scene in a rough-and-rowdy 
arena called “The Zoo.”

“Steel” is a visually impressive actioner boosted 
by the earnest portrayals of Jackman and Lilly, even 
if the story is far too robotic.

Rated PG-13 for some violence, intense action 
and brief language. 2 hours, 7 minutes.

 — Tyler Hanley 

Machine Gun Preacher 1/2
(Century 16) According to the Bible, Jesus’ Ser-

mon on the Mount includes this chestnut: “Be care-
ful not to practice your righteousness in front of 
others to be seen by them ... do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do.” But Jesus could not 
have anticipated the Age of Oprah with its bestsell-
ing memoirs and awards-baiting Hollywood pictures 
based on true stories.

So can’t a righteous guy get a little attention? 
Marc Forster’s “Machine Gun Preacher” gives Sam 
Childers plenty, in its basically uncritical portrait 
of a modern-day soldier of God. Director Forster 

OPENINGS

IN ASSOCIATION WITH EXCLUSIVE MEDIA GROUP AND CRYSTAL CITY ENTERTAINMENTCOLUMBIA PICTURES AND CROSS CREEK PICTURES PRESENT
A SMOKEHOUSE/APPIAN WAY PRODUCTION RYAN GOSLING GEORGE CLOONEY PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN “THE IDES OF MARCH” PAUL GIAMATTI MARISA TOMEI

MUSIC
SUPERVISOR LINDA COHEN MUSIC

BY ALEXANDRE DESPLATJEFFREY WRIGHT AND   EVAN RACHEL WOOD EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS LEONARDO DiCAPRIO  STEPHEN PEVNER  NIGEL SINCLAIR  GUY EAST

TODD THOMPSON  NINA WOLARSKY  JENNIFER KILLORAN  BARBARA A. HALL BASED ON THE PLAY
“FARRAGUT NORTH” BY BEAU WILLIMON SCREENPLAY

BY GEORGE CLOONEY & GRANT HESLOV AND BEAU WILLIMON
PRODUCED

BY GRANT HESLOV  GEORGE CLOONEY  BRIAN OLIVER DIRECTED
BY GEORGE CLOONEY

 “A PULSE-RACING THRILLER.
RYAN GOSLING IS TERRIFIC. GEORGE CLOONEY IS EXCEPTIONAL.”

– Peter Travers 

“ONE OF THE YEAR’S 
TOP CASTS AT THE 
TOP OF THEIR GAME”

– Lou Lumenick

“GRIPPING AND
PROVOCATIVE”

– Owen Gleiberman

“A FILM STUFFED WITH

SAVVY WORK
BY VETERAN PLAYERS”

– Richard Corliss

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES   STARTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

november  5
10:30 am - 3:00 pm

Laurie & Jim Jarrett

Chris Kenrick

Madeline & Isaac Stein

Carrie Anderson

David & Julia Colella Carver

Ellen & Tom Ehrlich

Bill & Brenda Younger

all proceeds benefit Abilities United
www.AbilitiesUnited.org

AUTHORS LUNCHEON

see and meet these acclaimed authors

Books Inc.

Allegro Framing

Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel

Prodigy Press

for information call 650-618-3330
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50/50 (R)   Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 12:50, 2:15, 3:15, 4:40, 5:40, 7:30, 8:30 & 10:10 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:45, 1:55, 3:10, 4:20, 5:35, 8 & 10:30 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. 
also at 6:50 & 9:15 p.m.   

Abduction (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:20, 3:55, 7:10 & 9:45 p.m.   Century 20: 12:15, 2:55, 5:25, 8:05 
(Not Reviewed) & 10:40 p.m.   

Contagion (PG-13)   Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:35, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 
a.m.; 1:50, 4:20, 6:50 & 9:25 p.m.   

The Debt (R)   Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2 & 4:40 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. also at 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.; Thu. 
also at 10:30 p.m.   

Dolphin Tale (PG)  Century 16: 12:05 & 6:40 p.m.; In 3D at 3:20 & 9:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:20 
(Not Reviewed)  a.m.; 2, 4:50, 7:30 & 10:10 p.m.; In 3D at 12:30, 3:10, 5:55 & 8:35 p.m.   

Dream House (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20 & 4:55 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. also at 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 5, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m.   

Drive (R) 1/2  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:30, 7:20 & 10 p.m.   Century 20: Noon, 2:50, 
5:20, 7:55 & 10:25 p.m.   

Ghostbusters (1984) (PG) Century 20: Thu. at 7:30 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)   

The Guard (R)  Century 16: 3:25 & 9:50 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)  

Harry Potter and the Century 16: Fri., Sat. & Mon.-Thu. at 3:45 p.m.; In 3D Fri., Sat. & Mon.-Thu. at 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2  12:15 p.m.    
(PG-13) 

The Help (PG-13)  Century 16: Noon & 6:30 p.m.   Century 20: 7:05 & 10:15 p.m.   

The Ides of March (R)  Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 12:25, 1:50, 3, 5:40, 7, 8:10, 9:35 & 10:40 p.m.; Fri., 
   Sat. & Mon.-Thu. also at 4:25 p.m.; Sun. also at 4:35 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: 

1:30, 4, 5:30, 6:30 & 8 p.m.; Fri., Sat. & Mon.-Thu. also at 2:30 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 
also at 9 & 10:30 p.m.   

Jack the Ripper and Century 16: Thu. at 8:15 p.m.   Century 20: Thu. at 8:15 p.m.   
Butterfinger the 13th (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 

Killer Elite (R)   Century 16: 7:05 & 9:55 p.m.   Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:20, 5:05, 7:50 & 
10:35 p.m.   

LA Phil Live: Dudamel Century 16: Sun. at 2 p.m.   Century 20: Sun. at 2 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: 
Conducts Mendelssohn  Sun. at 2 p.m.    
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

The Lion King (G)  Century 16: In 3D at 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:15, 6:50 & 9:10 p.m.   Century 20: In 
(Not Reviewed)  3D at 11:15 a.m.; 1:30, 3:45, 6, 8:15 & 10:30 p.m.   

Love Crime (Not Rated) Guild Theatre: 3:30, 6 & 8:30 p.m.    
(Not Reviewed)

Machine Gun Preacher Century 16: 12:10, 3:50, 7:15 & 10:20 p.m.   
(R) 1/2 

Midnight in Paris Aquarius Theatre: 3, 5:30 & 8 p.m.    
 (PG-13) 1/2

Moneyball Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 12:40, 2:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7, 8:50 & 10:05 p.m.   Century 
(PG-13) 1/2   20: 11:25 a.m.; 1, 2:25, 5:25, 7:10, 8:25 & 10:10 p.m.; Fri., Sat. & Mon.-Thu. also 

at 4 p.m.; Sun. also at 4:15 p.m.    

Point Blank (R)  Aquarius Theatre: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.    
(Not Reviewed)

Real Steel (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 2:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7, 8:40 & 10:15 p.m.   Century  
1/2  20: 11:35 a.m.; 12:35, 1:35, 2:35, 3:35, 4:35, 5:30, 6:40, 7:35, 8:35, 9:40 & 

10:35 p.m.   

Spy Kids: All the Time in Century 20: 4:30 p.m.; Fri., Sat. & Mon.-Thu. also at 11:45 a.m.; In 3D Fri., Sat. 
the World (PG)  & Mon.-Thu. at 2:15 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed) 

What’s Your Number? Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:10, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:25 p.m.   Century 20: 11:35  
(R) 1/2 a.m.; 2:10, 4:45, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information about films playing, 
go to PaloAltoOnline.com.

CALLING ALL BRIDES TO THE

WEDDING OF THE CENTURY!
Montalvo Arts Center (Villa Montalvo), in Saratoga, 

is celebrating its Centennial Year in 2012. 

We are organizing an event to celebrate the many weddings
that have taken place at Montalvo over the years. Were you, 

your parents, or your friends married at Montalvo?

Interested? Questions? Have a story?
Let us know! Email: married@montalvoarts.org

www.montalvoarts.org
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

OF THE SAVVIEST OLD HOLLYWOOD COMEDIES.

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

Fri and Sat 10/7-10/13 The Ides of March  
1:30, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 6:30, 8:00, 9:00 10:30

Sun ONLY 10/9 The Ides of March  
1:30, 4:00, 5:30, 6:30, 8:00

Mon thru Thurs 10/10-10/13 The Ides of March   
1:30, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 6:30 8:00

(“Finding Neverland”) bills his 
film neither as an adaptation of 
Childers’ 2009 memoir, “Another 
Man’s War,” nor the skeptical Van-
ity Fair profile that followed, but 
rather “the life of Sam Childers,” 
the outlaw biker turned outlaw in-
ternational vigilante who continues 
to fight militant rebels in Sudan.

Playing the self-described “hill-
billy from Pennsylvania,” Scots-
man Gerard Butler delivers an 
unconvincing performance that’s 
part and parcel of a phony film 
that lacks in any narrative subtlety 
or finesse. After a tease of child-
related atrocities in Southern Su-
dan, screenwriter Jason Keller 
takes us stateside, where Childers 
strides out of prison (sporting Har-
ley T-shirt and leather vest), has 
sex with his wife Lynn (Michelle 
Monaghan) — in her car, pauses 
at home to scare his young daugh-
ter by verbally abusing Lynn, then 
proceeds to shoot up in the bath-
room stall of a bar, commit armed 
robbery while repeatedly slinging 
the n-word at his victim, and fi-
nally stab a man and leave him for 
dead. Why, surely this can’t be the 
machine gun preacher.

But it so totally is. Prodded by 
his wife and mother (Kathy Bak-
er), Childers submits to born-again 
baptism, and next thing you know 
he’s an upstanding contractor and 
hymn singer who hears a pitch for 
Christian charity work abroad and 
takes it to heart. Scouting Northern 

Uganda in the company of Chris-
tian missionaries, Childers under-
standably finds himself moved by 
the plight of those living in the 
shadow of the brutal “Lord’s Rebel 
Army.” The LRA routinely kid-
naps children, conscripting them 
as child soldiers or selling them 
into slavery. After receiving his 
own marching orders directly from 
God, Childers determines to build 
a church at home (for “sinners like 
me”) and an orphanage in Sudan.

Terrific, and as the film’s tagline 
proclaims, “hope is the greatest 
weapon of all,” but as it turns out, 
machine guns work pretty well, 
too. Though the film cracks a joke 

about gun nuttery (asked “Are you 
military?” Childers replies, “Hell 
no. I just like my guns”), the lat-
er description of the character as 
“some kind of African Rambo” 
pretty much hits the nail on the 
head as Childers takes up arms and 
teams with locals to defend and 
protect. Though that’s justifiable, 
we’re meant to doubt this choice 
even less than Childers does — the 
rageaholic having found an accept-
able target — and we’re to root for 
him to stick to his guns.

Whether his choice of violent 
behavior is healthy or Christian 
or geopolitically wise never gets 
questioned beyond the extent that 

it takes him away from his family. 
Besides, his “brothers” in North-
ern Uganda and Southern Sudan 
are his new family, where out of 
the mouth of a babe he learns (cue 
the eye-rolling)”We must not let 
them take our heart.” “Machine 
Gun Preacher” ploddingly adheres 
to Forster’s Law: Every action has 

an equal and obvious reaction.

 Rated R for violent content in-
cluding disturbing images, lan-
guage, some drug use and a scene 
of sexuality. Two hours, nine min-
utes.

 — Peter Canavese       
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14th United Nations Association Film Festival

                    �Kids DAY
SUNDAY October 23  Palo Alto, Aquarius Theatre, 430 Emerson Street

K i d s
Theatre 1

         11:00 AM RAMANA’S GARDEN (India)

11:20 AM CARAVAN OF THE BOOKS – KENYA’S MOBILE CAMEL LIBRARY (Kenya)

Theatre 2

11:30 AM A SIMPLE QUESTION – THE STORY OF STRAW (USA)

12:15 PM DREAMING NICARAGUA (Nicaragua/Spain/USA)

FREE ADMISSION

Generously supported by

unaff.org

Children's Library
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