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TOGETHER
WE PERFORMED ONE OF THE WORLD’S FIRST 
PEDIATRIC HEART TRANSPLANTS.

Packard 
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In 1984, we gave 2-year-old Lizzy Craze a new heart. Twenty-fi ve years 
later, she’s one of the longest surviving transplant patients - and she’s 
thriving. Today, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital has one of the nation’s 
largest pediatric heart transplant programs. Together, we continue to 
pioneer new treatments that reduce the need for heart biopsies, explore 
drug therapies that eliminate the need for transplants for many patients, 
and sustain patients who await transplants. 

Visit lpch.org to see how we work together. 

www.lpch.org
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The Palo Alto office of the “No on 
Proposition 23” campaign is con-
veniently located a few blocks 

from a Valero gas station. Every now 
and then, campaign workers and vol-
unteers, armed with megaphones and 
placards, show up at the gas station 
to protest Texas’ sudden interest in 
California’s unemployment rate and 
environmental laws.

Spencer Olson, a field organizer at 
the El Camino Real office, said the 

Valero station on El Camino Real, in 
Palo Alto’s Ventura neighborhood, is 
one of several that the campaign tar-
gets for its protests. Inside his office 
stands a 5-foot model of an oil rig with 
a sign, “Stop Texas Oil. No on 23.”

Proposition 23, which gets the bulk 
of its financial support from oil com-
panies Valero and Tesoro, is strik-
ing a particular chord in Palo Alto, 
where elected leaders routinely flaunt 
the city’s eco-friendly initiatives and 

where “green” continues to be the 
leading buzzword for venture capital-
ists and high-tech innovators.

Olson said his campaign has about 
3,000 volunteers statewide, roughly 
400 of whom are from Palo Alto. 
This includes members of the local 
nonprofit Acterra who have been 
manning phones and hosting parties 
to raise awareness of and opposition 
to Proposition 23, he said. 

Proposition 23 would suspend the 
California Global Warming Solu-
tions Act (Assembly Bill 32), which 
regulates California’s greenhouse-gas 
emissions and requires the state to re-
duce these emissions to 1990 levels 

by 2020. Supporters of Proposition 
23 claim the bill would be a job killer 
and call their campaign the “Califor-
nia Jobs Initiative.” The proposition 
would suspend the act until the state’s 
unemployment rate — which current-
ly hovers around 12 percent — is at or 
below 5.5 percent for four consecutive 
quarters.

In recent months, Palo Alto has be-
come ground zero for Proposition 23 
opposition. The City Council passed 
a resolution last month opposing it, 
while local venture capitalists and ex-
ecutives have poured millions into the 
“No on 23” campaign chest.

Olson said he hasn’t encountered 

many voters in Palo Alto who favor 
Proposition 23. So although the cam-
paign’s mission initially focused on 
swaying voters, its main goal now is 
to make sure they vote on Nov. 2. The 
campaign also draws on local volun-
teers to call residents in other cities, 
where the opinions about the proposi-
tion are more varied.

“Our mission is to hit the base and 
make sure they turn out,” Olson said.

Olson’s campaign, which is funded 
by the San Francisco-based commu-
nication company CREDO Mobile, 
is one of about a dozen statewide ef-

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Local officials, donations battle effort to suspend 
California’s 2006 greenhouse-gas law

by Gennady Sheyner

A scathing new report is ques-
tioning the effectiveness of 
California’s 112 community 

colleges, stating that remedial edu-
cation in California’s community 
colleges must drastically improve 
if the nation is to meet President 
Barack Obama’s goal of substan-

tially boosting college completion 
rates by 2020.

But locally, Foothill College stu-
dents are faring better than aver-
age, Foothill President Judy Miner 
said. 

“Large portions” of community 
college students enter the system 

unprepared, according to the state-
wide report, “Something’s Got to 
Give,” by the education research 
organization EdSource. 

“Continuing to tackle the prob-
lems of readiness and remediation 
with the same strategies will sim-
ply not work,” the report said, and 
the state lacks data systems even to 
measure the extent of the problem.

“Precise measures of the extent of 
the challenge — and of who needs 
(remedial) courses and why — are 
not currently available,” it said.

But at Foothill, students in re-
medial courses had an 81.5 per-
cent rate of successful completion 
— the highest among peer colleg-
es, according to an accountability 

Statewide report blasts 
community colleges
But Foothill beats averages on remedial  

education, leader says
by Chris Kenrick

Definitely treat, not trick
Krestina Sumina, 5, looks warily at Darth Vader (actually, Mickey Mestel of Mountain View) at the 
Costume Bank in Los Altos this week. Last-minute shoppers can still find a selection of costumes to  
rent or buy at the Costume Bank, which raises money for the Assistance League of Los Altos.

LAND USE

EDUCATION

Palo Alto leads charge against Proposition 23

(continued on page 6)
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Long-delayed Professorville 
home gets go-ahead

Non-historic home in historic district  
to be demolished, replaced

by Gennady Sheyner

A fter three years of studies, 
public hearings and bureau-
cratic wrangling, a family’s 

proposal to demolish and replace a 
building in Palo Alto’s historic Pro-
fessorville neighborhood finally re-
ceived the green light Oct. 25.

The City Council decided Mon-
day to support a proposed demoli-
tion and replacement of a one-story 
building at 405 Lincoln Ave. despite 
arguments from the city’s Historic 
Resources Board that the project 
would run counter to the neighbor-
hood’s historic status. The board 
recommended that project applicant, 
Allen Akin, refurbish the existing 
building rather than replace it.

The board agreed with the ap-
plicants’ environmental analysis, 
which showed that the one-story 
building at 405 Lincoln is not a 
historically significant structure. 
But despite the finding, the board 
recommended that the building be 
retained.

“We felt that this building, while 
not significant enough to become a 
Category 1, was certainly signifi-
cant to the greater Professorville 
district,” Bower said. “For that rea-
son, the board felt that the retention 
and expansion option is the most en-
vironmentally sensitive option.”

The applicants, Allen Akin and 
Michelle Arden, have been trying 
to get the building demolished and 
replaced with a two-story build-
ing since June 2007. On Monday, 
Akin and several of his neighbors 
complained to the council about the 
obstacle course he’s had to navigate 
through. The planning process re-
quired the applicants to complete a 

comprehensive Environmental Im-
pact Report to investigate the proj-
ect’s effect on the neighborhood and 
modify plans numerous times.

“This has been a long, difficult 
three years for us but we’ve done 
what was asked,” project applicant 
Allen Akin told the council Mon-
day night. “We learned the rules, 
we followed them, we met all the 
requirements.”

Akin told the Weekly earlier 
that they had spent more than 
$500,000 on the required studies 
and permit fees. 

The council agreed that the pro-
cess has gone too long and voted 
8-1, with Councilwoman Karen 
Holman dissenting, to approve the 
environmental review for the project 
and support the applicant’s original 
proposal. 

Mayor Pat Burt said the city re-
grets that the process has taken 
this long.

Vice Mayor Sid Espinosa agreed 
and urged his colleagues to move 
the project along.

“It’s embarrassing, absurd and I’m 
sure absolutely frustrating for the 
applicant,” Espinosa said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Election results to be posted 
online Tuesday night
Results for key local races in Tuesday’s 
(Nov. 2) election will be posted on Palo 
Alto Online starting at 8 p.m. that night. 
Visit www.PaloAltoOnline.com for live 
results as they come in for Measure R, 
State Assembly 21st District, Menlo Park 
City Council and other important races.
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Around Town
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SHOW ME THE MONEY ... The 
California High-Speed Rail 
Authority received some good 
news at the beginning of this 
week, when the Federal Rail-
road Administration awarded 
the agency another $715 mil-
lion, bringing the agency’s total 
secured funding up to $4.3 bil-
lion. The grant specified that the 
money would be used primarily 
for constructing high-speed 
rail in the Central Valley, even 
though the rail authority has 
yet to formally decide which 
segment of the San Francisco-
to-Los Angeles track to build 
first.  By the end of the week, 
however, followers of the rail 
project had a new reason to be 
concerned about the money. 
A new audit from state Inspec-
tor General Laura Chick con-
cluded that the authority is “not 
fully prepared to distribute and 
monitor (American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act) funds.” 
The audit found some notable 
deficiencies when it comes to 
the authority’s money manage-
ment. Auditors reviewed 11 
invoices totaling $8.94 million 
and found that $3.4 million in 
expenditures were “without ad-
equate supporting documents.” 
Auditors also found that over a 
four-month period, the authority 
paid $72,000 to public-outreach 
consultants “without any back-
up documentation.” During 
this same period, the authority 
dished out more than $1 million 
to Ogilvy Public Relations, its 
primary communications con-
sultant. Chick indicated in a let-
ter to Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger that the authority is getting 
better at tracking its expendi-
tures and that its new contract 
manager has renegotiated sev-
eral contracts, potentially saving 
the taxpayers $2.6 million. “Just 
think how much money could be 
saved if all state contracts were 
negotiated in this way from the 
get go!” she wrote.

SIDE EFFECTS ... Palo Alto 
hopes to protect its residents 
from going thirsty after a major 
earthquake by building a 2.5 
million gallon reservoir under El 
Camino Park. But while emer-
gency preparedness is the pri-
mary goal of the massive voter-
approved reservoir project, park 
visitors and local athletes could 

also see some unexpected ben-
efits. The Parks and Recreation 
Commission is now lobbying the 
City Council to use the reservoir 
project as an opportunity to 
refurbish and improve the park, 
which it deems an “underused 
asset.” The commission’s ambi-
tious plans for the new El Cami-
no Park initially included a dog 
exercise area, a walking track 
and new lights for the soccer 
field in the park, but commis-
sioners had to adjust their ex-
pectations after they learned the 
money for the new reservoir has 
to be used for a water project 
and not for recreation. Still, at 
least some of the commission’s 
recommendations will likely ma-
terialize when the park opens for 
business in 2013. The latest de-
signs for El Camino Park include 
lacrosse striping on athletic 
fields, improved paths between 
the downtown transportation 
depot and the park; and under-
ground electrical and water lines 
that could accommodate future 
improvements. The commis-
sion also recommends installing 
lights at the soccer field to allow 
night games, a scoreboard and 
a backstop for the softball field 
and a better bathroom. 

GRAND REOPENING ...  Palo 
Alto’s colossal effort to revamp 
its aged libraries will hit a major 
milestone on Nov. 9, when the 
College Terrace Library re-
opens for business after more 
than a year of renovations. The 
city plans to mark the occa-
sion on Saturday, Nov. 6, with 
a special celebration that will 
feature food, drinks and one 
severed ribbon. The event, 
sponsored by Friends of the 
Palo Alto Library, the Palo Alto 
Library Foundation and the 
College Terrace Residents’ 
Association, will be held from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the library, 2300 
Wellesley St. Other local libraries 
will host similar celebrations in 
the years to come, thanks to a 
$76 million bond voters passed 
in November 2008. The Down-
town Library will see a major 
upgrade and the Mitchell Park 
Library and Community Center 
is being rebuilt, while the Main 
Library will be renovated once 
the Mitchell Park branch is re-
opened for business. 

Why should I have to live like I’m coming 
down with the flu each and every day?

De’Lois Turner, a Lytton Gardens resident on why 
second-hand smoke bothers her. See cover story on 
page 15.
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P alo Alto summer school en-
rollment jumped this year, 
boosted by a new offering 

of two-semester classes at the high 
school level, school district officials 
said.

Because of the high interest level, 
the district plans to offer the two 
semesters again in the summer of 
2011.

But officials warned the two-
semester classes are not meant for 
students trying to jump ahead — 
taking summer school biology or 
history, for example, in order to 
skip the regular full-year course — 
but rather for students who need to 
make up a semester or improve an 
unsatisfactory “D” or “F” grade.

While this year’s summer head-
count was slightly down at the el-
ementary and middle school levels, 
high-school enrollment jumped 
by 337. Overall, nearly 3,000 — a 

quarter of all Palo Alto students 
— attended summer school, 943 at 
the elementary level, 1,111 middle-
schoolers and 931 high school stu-
dents.

For struggling students, summer 
is a time to catch up — or just to stay 
even. Many receive personal “invi-
tations” to attend summer school, 
based on teacher recommendations, 
district officials said.

At the elementary level, 434 stu-
dents received intensive “interven-
tion” support in small classes fo-
cused on literacy or math.

In middle school, the literacy and 
math intervention programs served 
126 students.

But the majority of middle school 
students in summer school are 
there for sheer fun, taking classes 
such as Teenage Gourmet Cooking; 
Math Circles; Myths and Legends; 
Reading/Writing Festival; Learn-

ing Strategies; Bridges, Towers and 
Windmills: Graphic Design and 
Let’s Draw Manga.

The most popular high school 
class was Living Skills — and this 
year, for the first time, an online 
version was offered.

However, students were required 
to show up in person at least once a 
week, leading to some “misunder-
standings with a few parents,” ac-
cording to Assistant Superintendent 
Virginia Davis.

“It didn’t mean you could perhaps 
go on a trip around the world and do 
all distance learning,” she said.

“Students had to be there for a 
class a week to check in; there was 
a lot of collaborative work and also 
a CPR class they had to take.

“It’s more of a hybrid. There is 
distance learning, but you definitely 
had to be present to learn.”

Upfront

COMMUNITY

EDUCATION

In Midtown Palo Alto

$299

Open House

1885 Miramonte Avenue | Mountain View
650 968-1213, ext. 430

www.sfhs.com

Sunday, October 31 
9am –1pm

be it all be a Lancer

‘Dear Palo Alto’ arts event offers teens  
a way to express themselves

Organizer Julia Tachibana opens up about her brother, seven years after his suicide
by Jay Thorwaldson

It took Julia Tachibana seven long 
years to be able to talk publicly of 
her brother, Ben, and his decision 

to take his own life on the Caltrain 
tracks near Palo Alto High School one 
fateful November evening — becom-
ing the second Palo Alto student to do 
so, years before last year’s deaths of 
five Gunn High School students. 

When Ben died Julia was 16, Ben 
15, a junior and a sophomore respec-
tively at Paly. 

Today, Julia at 23 is a student at  the 
University of California, Davis. She 
is outgoing and exhibits a confidence 
she says derives in large part from the 
outpouring of community support 
she received following Ben’s death on 
Nov. 17, 2003. 

She is returning to Palo Alto next 
week not just to discuss her brother’s 
life and death but to offer a creative 
hope to young persons — using a 
performing-arts stage such as one that 
once inspired her with such hope.

She has organized a special event, 
entitled “Dear Palo Alto,” which will 
combine dance, drama, music and art 
for one performance, Saturday, Nov. 
6, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Cubberley 
Community Center Theater at 4000 
Middlefield Road.

For weeks, Tachibana has been in-
viting high-school students to submit 
art, poetry or prose comments and to 
try out for dance, music and drama 
performances. 

In invitational fliers, Tachibana 
calls the event “A Powerful Teen-Led 

Response to the Suicides that Affect 
Our Community,” and links people to 
a website, www.DearPaloAlto.com.

But the event, while responding to 
suicide, is really about life and creat-
ing a sense of well-being within young 
persons, she said. 

“’Dear Palo Alto’ offers teens a way 
to express, through artistic means, 
their pain as well as their hope for a 
better tomorrow,” she said. 

“The goals of this event are for 
Palo Alto youth to come together 
to lift the stigma associated with 
reaching out for help, and to form 
a supportive, caring community,” 
Tachibana said in a statement.

The performance is co-sponsored 
by the City of Palo Alto Community 
Services Division; “Break Through 
the Static,” a nonprofit organization 
supporting teens who have lost a loved 
one to suicide; and Omega Printing.

The event is free and open to the 
public. 

The arts performance is inspired 
not only by Tachibana’s experience 
with her brother’s death but also her 
own struggle with an eating disorder. 

She recalled hiding her problem as 
a teenager and feeling all alone until 
she saw a Paly play that addressed eat-
ing disorders. 

“When I saw it up on the stage it 
was something I could really iden-
tify with. I felt less alone, and it kind 
of gave me hope because I thought to 
myself, ‘Oh, maybe there are some 
other students struggling with this 

as well.’”
B e n ’ s 

death hit Ju-
lia terribly 
hard, along 
with her 
older broth-
er, Thomas, 
then a recent 
graduate of 
Paly, and her 
separated, 
immigrant 
parents. 

“I think I was able to somehow pull 
myself through it because I really got 
a lot of support from the community 
of Palo Alto. I think I’ll always have 
a place in my heart for Palo Alto be-
cause strangers would write me notes 
and send me letters and check up and 
call and see if I was OK.

“That’s partly why I’m doing this 
— because I was unable to speak 
about it when it happened, because I 
figure it just took that long to kind of 
process everything. But now that it’s 
been seven years I look back on what 
everyone did for me, and if I can just 
give back a little bit of what they were 
able to do for me...”

Her support included counsel-
ing, which provided perspective and 
hope, key ingredients in developing 
a positive, mentally healthy outlook, 
she said. 

A dancer herself growing up, she 

Julia Tachibana

Two-semester classes boost Palo Alto 
summer enrollment

One quarter of all students enrolled for catch-up, make-up or fun
by Chris Kenrick

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 8)
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Palo Alto gives emphatic “NO!” to rail station
California’s high-speed rail system should not stop in Palo Alto as it 

speeds between San Francisco and Los Angeles, the City Council agreed 
Oct. 25.

Citing a wide range of reasons — including increased traffic, a strin-
gent parking requirement, questionable ridership projections and flaws 
in the proposed station design — the council voted unanimously Monday 
to take a position against a local rail station.

The California High-Speed Rail Authority had chosen Palo Alto, along 
with Redwood City and Mountain View, as one of three possible cities 
in the Midpeninsula that could host a station for the voter-approved rail 
line. 

Council members compared bringing a high-speed rail station to Palo 
Alto to building a regional airport in the middle of the city. The council 
took its vote days after its High-Speed Rail Committee unanimously 
rejected the station idea.

The rail authority indicated that the community with a rail station 
would need to build 3,000 parking spots for train riders without three 
miles of the station, including 1,000 spots next to the station. Staff esti-
mated it would cost about $150 million to meet this requirement. 

— Gennady Sheyner

Report spreads blame for Cal Ave tree debacle
A confidential personnel report cites multiple errors by several city 

staff members for a failure in public outreach in the removal of 63 mature 
trees on California Avenue in September 2009.

The executive summary of a longer report prepared early in 2010 was 
e-mailed to the Weekly and other newspapers by a “John Doe.” 

The document listed Deputy City Manager Steve Emslie, Planning and 
Community Environment Director Curtis Williams and Senior Project 
Engineer Karen Bengard as having made decisions that set the tree de-
bacle in motion — which created a huge public outcry. But other Public 
Works and Planning staff were also faulted in the report. 

Ironically, the errors cited related to failures in public awareness and 
outreach, not whether the trees should have been removed wholesale. 
A plan to replace the trees had been in the works for several years, but 
phased in rather than all at the same time. It is unclear from the executive 
summary whether the extent of the tree removal was known by more than 
a few staff members. 

City Manager James Keene told the Weekly that he had not seen the 
report until Tuesday, and that it was “not an authorized release of what 
appears to be a draft report.” He said officials wanted to be sure it was 
“complete and signed and accurate.” 

Assistant City Attorney Donald Larkin said it is the city’s policy not to 
release personnel reports naming lower-level city employees. 

View the executive summary of the report at www.PaloAltoOnline.
com. 

— Sue Dremann

Court allows demolition of Juana Briones House
Jaim Nulman and Avelyn Welczer got one step closer to building their 

dream home on the site of the historic Juana Briones house in the Palo 
Alto foothills, after the state’s Sixth Appellate District Court of Appeal 
ruled Wednesday that the City of Palo Alto had no choice but to issue 
their demolition permit.

In a reversal of an earlier decision, the court ruled the city has no 
choice but to approve a demolition permit for the U-shaped house, which 
has stood on Old Adobe Road since the 1840s. The house was originally 
occupied by Juana Briones de Miranda, a businesswoman who separated 
from her husband in 1844 and became one of California’s first female 
landowners.

The Wednesday decision followed more than a decade of litigation 
between Nulman and the group Friends of the Juana Briones House, 
which seeks to protect the dilapidated structure from demolition. The city 
initially denied Nulman’s demolition permit but later approved it after 
appeals. The Friends group then challenged the approval.

The latest court ruling states that the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) did not apply in this case because “approval of that permit 
was a ministerial act,” according to the case summary.

What that means, Nulman’s attorney Greg Klingsporn said, is because 
the owners met the city’s building-code requirements and paid the fees, 
the city had no choice but to issue a demolition permit. Issuing the permit 
was not a discretionary act on the city’s part, he said.

The Nulmans are still a number of weeks away from taking any ac-
tion on their property, Klingsporn said. First, the case goes back to the 
original trial court (Superior Court), which has to officially deny the 
Friends’ petition. 

The Friends could appeal to the state Supreme Court, he said.
Jeanne McDonnell, one of the leaders of the Friends group, said the 

group has not made a decision on whether to appeal the ruling. 
— Gennady Sheyner and Carol Blitzer

News Digest
Upfront

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

16th Annual California Ave. District

E V E N T !

This space is donated as a community service by the Palo Alto Weekly

Sunday, Oct 31st, 12 – 4PM, FREE!
For children ages 10 and younger

For Halloween fun!
Look for orange fliers in windows of 40 participating stores.

Special additional event – Blossom Birth Halloween 
Carnival & Fun House

With baby, toddler, and preschool games and activities, held at
299 S. California Ave. Ste. #120, $1 admission charge

VVOLOLVVOO

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book

and

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs

Distributor JT Design Products

off El Camino
near Hwy 85

www.corporateautoworks.com

WHEN IT’S YOUR CHILD, 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Ecole internationale de la Péninsule

PRE-SCHOOL

Outstanding full-
day program.

LANGUAGE

Longest running 
bilingual 
immersion school 
in the area. 
Experienced 
native-speaking 
faculty.

ACADEMICS

Established English 
curriculum. 
Rigorous program 
in a nurturing 
environment. Low 
student-to-teacher 
ratio.

TEACHING MANDARIN CHINESE IMMERSION FOR 
15 YEARS. A LEADER IN FRENCH IMMERSION IN 
PALO ALTO. ACCEPTING PRE-SCHOOL APPLICATIONS. 
REGISTER FOR A TOUR TODAY.

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA

TOURS & OPEN HOUSES

UPCOMING TOURS
October 8, 2010
October 15, 2010
November 5, 2010
November 19, 2010

OPEN HOUSES/INFO SESSIONS
November 13, 2010
January 8, 2010

INFORMATION NIGHTS

Learn more about the school’s 
Mandarin Chinese Immersion 
and French Immersion programs. 
RSVP on our website.

FRENCH INFO NIGHT
October 12, 2010

CHINESE INFO NIGHT
October 19, 2010

forts fighting Proposition 23. Others 
are spearheaded by environmental 
groups (Sierra Club), technologists 
(Green Technology Leadership 
Group) or both (Californians for 
Clean Air and Clean Energy Jobs).

The efforts appear to be paying 
off. A recent poll by the Public 
Policy Institute of California found 
that support for Proposition 23 has 
dipped in the past month, with 48 
percent of the voters saying they 
will vote no on the proposition and 
37 percent saying they’d vote yes. 
A month ago, the two sides were in 
a dead heat.

Among Democrats, opposition to 
Proposition 23 has climbed from 48 
in September to 53 percent in Oc-
tober, the poll shows. In Palo Alto, 
the gap between opponents and sup-
porters appears to be much wider. 
The council’s resolution against the 
proposition passed unanimously 
and with no debate. Dozens of lo-
cal residents have mailed in checks 
to combat Proposition 23, while not 
a single Palo Alto donor is listed in 
the “Yes on 23” campaign finance 
reports.

Though opponents make much of 
the fact that Proposition 23 gets ma-
jor funding from Texas billionaires 
in the oil industry, the opposition 
actually has a sizeable edge in mon-
ey raised. Campaign records show 
that the groups had collectively 
raised more than $31.5 million so 
far this year to fight Proposition 23 
and had more than $10 million on 
hand for the final push. The “Yes 
on 23” campaign raised about $9 
million and had about $2 million in 
reserve as of mid October.

Much of the opposition’s funding 
came from Palo Alto and its Sili-
con Valley neighbors. John Doerr, 
whose venture capital firm Kleiner 
Perkins Caufield & Byers is a lead-
ing investor in green start-ups, con-
tributed $1 million to fight Proposi-
tion 23. His wife, Ann Doerr, gave 
another $1 million. Campaign re-
cords show that Google co-founder 
Sergey Brin gave $200,000 to the 
campaign, while Tesla Motors pro-
vided $25,000. Wendy Schmidt, 
president of the Schmidt Fam-
ily Foundation and board member 
of the Natural Resource Defense 
Council, contributed $500,000, 
while Laurene Powell Jobs, presi-
dent of College Track and wife of 
Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, con-
tributed $250,000.

According to the nonpartisan 
Legislative Analyst’s Office, Prop-
osition 23 would suspend the state’s 
comprehensive greenhouse-gas-
reduction program, which includes 
cleaner fuel requirements, conver-
sion to renewable energy, and man-
datory emissions reporting and 
fee requirements for power plants 
and oil refineries. The office con-
cluded that if Proposition 23 were 
enacted it would discourage invest-
ment and job creation in the state’s 
clean-energy sectors, but economic 
activity would likely be “modestly 
higher.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Proposition 23
(continued from page 3)
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pharmaca.com

MENLO PARK
871 SANTA CRUZ AVE |  650.618.6300

STORE HOURS

MON–FRI                         9A M-9P M

SAT            9A M-9P M / RX 9A M-6P M

SUN          9A M-7P M / RX 10A M-6P M

Pharmaca Integrative Pharmacy is opening in Menlo Park!

Grand Opening Celebration!

A BETTER KIND OF PHARMACY

FRIDAY, NOV 5 - SUNDAY NOV 7**

MINI-FACIALS
FREE
CHAIR MASSAGE
FLU SHOTS

 * for a limited time

** while supplies last

GRAND OPENING EVENTS

OFF A NON-PRESCRIPTION $20 PURCHASE*
*This coupon is valid only at Menlo Park Pharmaca Integrative Pharmacy. 
Facsimiles, photocopies or any other reproduction of this coupon will not be 
honored. Limit one coupon per customer. It is not transferable and is not valid 
where prohibited by law. No cash back or credit will be provided. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer or discount. Offer not valid on prescriptions, 
services, postage, newspapers, gift cards or for online purchases. Minimum 
$20 pre-tax purchase required. Customer responsible for applicable sales tax. 
By redeeming this coupon, you acknowledge that Pharmaca may send you 
additional information or offers. Barcode # 1241110 EXPIRES 11.20.10

e-mail address

COUPON EXPIRES 11.20.10

SAVE $10!

report issued by the state Chan-
cellor’s Office.

In addition, the community col-
lege has been recognized by the 
Gates Foundation for innovative 
remedial education, Miner said.

Although the EdSource report 
focused on remedial education, it 
provided figures suggesting that 
few community college students 
ever transfer to a four-year institu-
tion or earn an associate’s degree or 
vocational certificate.

Of the 2.9 million individuals 
served by the California system 
in 2008-09, only about one in 13 
transferred to a four-year institu-
tion or earned an associate’s degree 
or vocational certificate that year, 
according to the report.

“Accepting that not all enrollees 
hope to complete a degree or cer-
tificate, 2008-09 completions for 

the system as a whole still provide 
perspective,” the report, commis-
sioned by state Community College 
Chancellor’s Office, said.

Of 18,060 students enrolled at 
Foothill last fall, more than 600 
transferred to four-year institutions, 
500 earned associate’s degrees and 
hundreds earned certificates from 
one or more of the college’s 107 
certificate programs this past June, 
according to numbers provided by 
the college at the time.

In regards to assessing the reme-
dial needs of students at Foothill, 
a 2008 “inventory of basic skills 
needs” will be updated and avail-
able at a college-wide conference in 
late January, Miner said.

At Foothill, the term “basic skills” 
denotes remedial coursework. Oth-
er colleges sometimes use the term 
“developmental,” she said.

Foothill will get some help when 
it comes to improving remedial 
education. It is one of 13 nationally 
that have been funded by the Gates 
Foundation for its “Global Skills for 

College Completion” project — an 
initiative to test fresh ways of teach-
ing remedial math and writing with 
an eye to boosting pass rates.

The Gates Foundation hopes the 

effort will “create a database of 
effective practices” to double the 
national average pass rate in reme-
dial classes, from 40 percent to 80 
percent.

“If we all are successful in do-
ing so, we will have created a 
powerhouse force of workers and 

thinkers, and estimates are that 
this higher pass rate will pump 
billions of dollars into the econ-
omy,” Gates Foundation Director 
of Education, Postsecondary Suc-
cess and Special Initiatives Hilary 
Pennington said.

Bill Gates himself tiptoed into a 
Foothill math class this past April 
to observe the college’s intensive 
“Math My Way” program, designed 
to give previously math-phobic stu-
dents the skills and confidence to 
succeed at college-level math.

“Math My Way continues to be 
held up as a model program,” Miner 
said.

The program “was recently cited 
by the Gates Foundation as an ex-
ample of the type of innovation that 
they aim to support with the Next 
Generation Learning Challenges 
grants that will be awarded next 
year.

“We are partnering with Rio 
Salado College ... to propose a hy-
brid version of Math My Way, i.e., a 
portion of the course requirements 

that could be completed online.”
Miner said the EdSource report 

offers “a comprehensive description 
of the breadth and depth of chal-
lenges statewide in offering effec-
tive (remedial) instruction.”

Noting state budget challenges 
cited in the EdSource report, 
Miner said, “I am hopeful that 
Measure E (on the Nov. 2 ballot) 
will bring additional resources to 
Foothill so that we can hire more 
full-time faculty and staff who 
will develop, deliver, assess and 
improve programs and services 
in support of underprepared stu-
dents.

“Their educational success is key 
not only to their future, but to all 
of ours.”

According to college data, Foot-
hill has taken in roughly 14 percent 
to 16 percent of the Gunn and Palo 
Alto high school graduating classes 
in recent years. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweek-
ly.com.

Community college
(continued from page 3)

In the first-time-ever second se-
mester, the high school offered sev-
en classes, including semester two 
of World History, Biology, Algebra 
I and Geometry.

The high school summer program 
is aimed at students who need to 

make up a class, improve an unsatis-
factory grade, or want to make more 
space in their schedules during the 
academic year.

To guard against students trying 
to skip a regular, full-year course, 
students were required to obtain 
counselor or teacher approval to en-
roll in many of those classes.

Summer school “is not to accel-
erate kids ... so they can load their 

classes again,” Davis said.
“We really want students to take 

the classes during the regular year, 
if possible. We don’t want them to 
race through school.”

Summer school also ran programs 
for special-education students — 
four classes at the elementary level, 
six in middle school and two in high 
school levels.

Davis proposes to run next year’s 

summer school from June 20 to July 
29, with some offerings as short as 
10 days and others running two se-
mesters at three weeks each.

She also proposes a 5 percent hike 
in tuition, bringing the traditional 
elementary program to $450, one 
high-school semester to $535 and 
two high-school semesters to $875.

Low-income students — identi-
fied by their qualification for the 

federal free- and reduced-price 
school lunch program — are not 
asked to pay summer school tuition, 
she said.

Summer school, which ran at a 
$170,000 deficit in 2009, ended in 
the black this year, with an excess 
of $4,400. 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweek-
ly.com.

Summer school
(continued from page 5)

‘Their educational 
success is key not only 
to their future, but to 
all of ours.’

— Judy Miner,  
Foothill College president
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Armed robbers hit twice in downtown Palo Alto
Two men -- one brandishing a black handgun -- robbed a couple walking 

at Bryant Street and Addison Avenue shortly before 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
and two men robbed a man at gunpoint in the 500 block of Fulton Street 
at 11:22 p.m., police Lt. Sandra Brown reported Thursday. (Posted Oct. 28 

at 9:56 a.m.)

Stem-cell research building opens at Stanford
Stanford University Wednesday (Oct. 27) celebrated the opening of a 

new $200 million stem-cell research building, which the school says is the 
largest of its kind in the country. (Posted Oct. 27 at 4:19 p.m.)

Budget holds good news for Palo Alto schools
The Palo Alto Unified School District is back in the black following 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Oct. 8 signing of the state’s $87.5 billion 
budget, the Board of Education was told Tuesday night (Oct. 26). But some 
special-ed students may still be at risk of losing county mental-health 
services. (Posted Oct. 27 at 1:13 p.m.)

Hundreds line up for former president Jimmy Carter
Hundreds of people lined up Tuesday night (Oct. 26) at Kepler’s book-

store in Menlo Park to exchange a quick smile with former president Jim-
my Carter and have him sign their copy of his new book, “White House 
Diary.” (Posted Oct. 27 at 8:45 a.m.)

School board majority may favor pre-break finals
A majority of Palo Alto Board of Education members suggested Tues-

day (Oct. 26) they will support a proposed calendar that will end next 
year’s first semester before the December break if certain problems can 
be “mitigated.” (Posted Oct. 26 at 11:58 p.m.)

Car hits, flips ambulance on El Camino in Palo Alto
Five people were taken to the hospital after a Toyota sedan collided with 

an ambulance at Oregon Expressway and El Camino Real at about 10 p.m. 
Tuesday night (Oct. 26). (Posted Oct. 26 at 10:29 p.m.)

Mountain View man arrested for indecent exposure
A man pulled down his pants Sunday (Oct. 24), exposing himself to a 

34-year-old Mountain View woman in the carport of her apartment com-
plex, located at 2650 California St., police said. (Posted Oct. 26 at 4:35 p.m.)

Con man allegedly commits crime behind bars
You can’t keep a good con man down. Simon Gann, a convicted fraudster 

who allegedly sweet-talked a Menlo Park woman into a relationship and out 
of money by pretending to be a millionaire math savant, has earned four 
additional felony charges despite being locked up. (Posted Oct. 25 at 3:16 p.m.)

Bay Area home sales lowest since 2007
Home sales in the San Francisco Bay Area have dropped for the fourth 

consecutive month as of September, according to MDA DataQuick, a real 
estate information solutions company based in San Diego. (Posted Oct. 25 

at 12:20 p.m.)

Aging Boomers could soak up nation’s resources
Without big changes in public policy, the cost of caring for aging Baby 

Boomers will deplete the resources of younger Americans in the coming 
decades, members of a Stanford University panel agreed Saturday (Oct. 
23). (Posted Oct. 23 at 7:08 p.m.)

Rail authority lags in response to auditor’s report
Six months after State Auditor Elaine Howle released a scathing report 

about California’s proposed high-speed rail project, the agency is lagging 
in its response — blaming Legislature’s budget delay and a state hiring 
freeze. (Posted Oct. 25 at 8:54 a.m.)

Palo Alto recognizes disaster-prep leaders
Palo Alto proudly celebrated its emergency-preparedness efforts Thurs-

day night (Oct. 21) and honored neighborhood leaders and community 
activists who have helped prepare the city for the next “Big One.” (Posted 

Oct. 22 at 12:01 p.m.)

Firefighters loan $35,000 to Measure R campaign
Palo Alto’s firefighters union has loaned $35,000 to its campaign in 

support of Measure R, a ballot measure that would freeze staffing levels in 
the Fire Department and require the city to hold an election before it could 
reduce staffing or close a fire station. (Posted Oct. 22 at 9:31 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce    122 Hamilton Avenue    Palo Alto    (650) 324-3121    www.PaloAltoChamber.com

Athena

Thanks to Our  
Annual Event  

Sponsors

2010 Athena International Award
Audrey Rust
President, Peninsula Open Space Trust

FEF
Is your home ready for winter?

Drainage Problems?
Repair before the rain comes.

Call Today For Free Estimate
– Residential & Commercial –
– Full Landscape Services –
– Design & Construction –

Lic. #835173

“Serving The Peninsula Since 1983”

LANDSCAPE SERVICES  
& MAINTENANCE

(650) 465-4629
www.FEFLandscapeServices.com

Today’s news, 

sports & hot picks

hopes the event will showcase what 
youth can do. 

“Hopefully this event will empow-
er not only those in the audience but 
those doing the performances. Just 
being able to release whatever you’re 
feeling through a ... medium such as 
art is really healing and effective,” 
she said.

One headliner for the Nov. 6 event 
is a group from Dance Connections, a 
Palo Alto-based dance studio for chil-
dren and teens. The performers Nov. 
6 will be primarily Paly and Gunn 
students. 

“They’ve been really excited about 
performing,” Tachibana said. “They 
will be doing something powerful that 
will reflect the sadness of the whole 
situation but always provide some sort 
of hope, or at least give meaning.

Nickey Cho, a social-justice rapper 
who recently won the People’s Choice 
award at the Asian-American SF Kol-
laborations, will also perform.

One dream of Tachibana’s is 
to reduce the discomfort some 
people feel about talking about 
someone who has died with the 
person’s family members.

“I understand. A lot of times it’s 
hard for me, too. There’s always a mo-
ment when I’m talking to someone, a 
split second when I think to myself, 

‘Do I tell this person about my brother 
or not?’ And it’s always a really hard 
call because a lot of times I don’t 
know how they’ll react. Sometimes I 
do, and sometimes I know that it’ll be 
more awkward for them than it is for 
me, so I just don’t talk about it.

“But I think that by now, with five 
suicides in one year — that’s huge, and 
no one can really deny something like 
that. So I think that we have a respon-
sibility as a community to address it 
and to, you know, kind of reflect on 
where we are and what we can do.” 

Julia Tachibana can be e-mailed 
at jtachibana@ucdavis.edu. 
Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be e-mailed at jthorwaldson@
paweekly.com.

‘Dear Palo Alto’
(continued from page 5)
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City Council (Oct.25)
Rail station: The council voted to oppose a high-speed rail station in Palo Alto. Yes: 
Unanimous
405 Lincoln Ave.: The council approved an EIR for a proposal to demolish and 
replace a house at 405 Lincoln Ave., in the historic Professorville district. Yes: Burt, 
Espinosa, Klein, Price, Scharff, Schmid, Shepherd, Yeh No: Holman

Board of Education (Oct.26)
Housing impact on enrollment: The board voted to sign a letter asking the City of 
Palo Alto to keep in mind the effect of increased housing on school enrollment. Yes: 
Unanimous
School calendar: The board heard public comment and discussed a staff proposal 
to shift the district calendars for 2011-12 and 2012-13 to end the first semester be-
fore the December break. A final vote is scheduled for Nov. 9. Action: None

Policy and Services Committee (Oct. 26)
Protocols: The committee discussed its role and considered possible revisions to 
council protocols. The committee also asked City Clerk to provide summaries of 
action items from council meetings. Staff will bring proposed revisions back to the 
committee on Nov. 9. Yes: Holman, Shepherd, Yeh  Absent: Price

Parks and Recreation Commission (Oct. 26)
El Camino Park: The committee heard a presentation about the El Camino Park 
Reservoir Project and considered possible topics for discussion at its joint meeting 
with the City Council on Nov. 1. Action: None

City-School Liaison Committee (Oct. 27)
Safe routes to school: The committee heard a presentation from staff and parents 
about community trends in transportation to school. Action: None
Student mental health: The committee heard a staff report about efforts to secure 
a $250,000 federal grant from the Office for Safe and Drug-Free Schools in the U.S. 
Department of Education to provide services to Palo Alto students. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Oct. 27)
California Avenue: The commission discussed the concept plan for the California 
Avenue/Fry’s Electronics site. The plan is part of the city’s update of its Comprehen-
sive Plan. The commission discussed the plan’s potential impacts on Fry’s Electron-
ics and considered possible sites for additional housing at the site. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a study session with 
the Parks and Recreation Commission; discuss high-speed rail; and 
consider declining a new power purchase agreement with Ameresco 
Butte County LLC. The meeting with the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission will begin at 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 1, in the Council Conference 
Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.). Regular meeting will follow.

FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss the Utility 
Department’s strategies for long-term gas acquisition; the water and 
wastewater rate structure; and a rate recommendation for net surplus 
energy compensation. The meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 2, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton 
Ave.).

HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to consider 
potential topics for discussion in its upcoming joint meeting with the 
City Council. The meeting is scheduled for 8 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
3, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to 
discuss transmission interconnection alternatives; the Utilities Stra-
tegic Plan; and the proposed long-term plan for electricity acquisi-
tion. The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 3, in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

HIGH-SPEED RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss 
election results, recent correspondence between the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority and Caltrain, and the city’s letter to the rail 
authority about the possibility of building a rail station in Palo Alto. 
The meeting is scheduled for 8 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 4, in the Council 
Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review a 
proposed 45-unit, three-story senior-housing facility at 4041 El Cami-
no Way. The project would expand the existing Palo Alto Commons 
Planned Community. The meeting is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 4, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Remodels, Additions & 
New Homes

We take care of all residential 
work, large or small, 

for your home.
Call for your FREE estimate today.

HammondHomes7.com
Lic. #703822

408-255-9994

Graduate Education at the Frontier of Psychology and SpiritualityI T PI T PT P

Steve is passionate about working to help lift children 
out of poverty, violence, and neglect.

After earning his M.A. from ITP, Steve founded a 
counseling program in East Palo Alto, a culturally rich 
but underserved community.  

“ITP changed my life, and now, working together with 
wonderful ITP interns, we are changing the lives of hundreds 
of kids by helping their families strengthen and stabilize.”

Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
1069 East Meadow Circle, Palo Alto CA 94303
[ph] 650.493.4430 [email] info@.itp.edu

Academic Programs: On-Campus & Online
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology

Find out more: www.itp.edu/steve

accredited by the western association of schools and colleges

Open House
First Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

www.l i tefor l i fe.com713 Oak Grove, Menlo Park
650-323-5483

Improve Your Health
Increase Your Energy

Losing Weight has 
never been so easy!

Lose 15-20 lbs. in 8 Weeks and...

 Drug Free 
 One-On-One

   Personal Counseling

Look & Feel Better

★ Vitamin Supplements 
★ Protein Powders

★ N O W  O P E N ★

H e a l t h y  F o o d 
M a r k e t
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Upfront

On Halloween night, when trick-
or-treaters in peaked hats and 
green makeup roam Palo Alto’s 

streets, a roomful of real witches will 
sit in silence at a dinner table illumi-
nated by candlelight.

The witches, and members of the 
larger Palo Alto Area Pagan Meet-
up Group, will gather in silence for 
“Dumb Supper,” during which they 
hope to summon up spirits.

During “Samhain,” an ancient, 
pre-Christian celebration of honoring 
— and hopefully reuniting — with 
the dead, Valerie Voigt, a 57-year-old 
technical writer and Midtown neigh-
borhood resident, will gather with 
friends and family at her home for 
the feast.

An extra place at the table will be 
set for the ancestors, who, in Silicon 
Valley, might include such luminaries 
as Charles Babbage, the 19th-century 
inventor who originated the concept 
of the programmable computer, she 
said. Voigt and other pagans will eat 
in silence and wait, watching for signs 
of the departed souls.

The Palo Alto Pagan Area Meet-
up Group has 285 members who 
practice nature religions. Some seek 
connection with ancient African an-
cestors; others are witches or goddess 
worshipers, pagan revivalists and re-
constructionists who study ancient 
texts to learn about the roots of pagan 
rituals and practices, she said.

On Halloween night, Palo Alto’s 
pagans will go all out with decora-
tions. And unlike some residents 
who have in recent years complained 
about out-of-town trick-or-treaters, 
Voigt said she plans to welcome cos-
tumed visitors with “lots of treats.”

“A lot of pagan religions assume 
reincarnation. From the perspective 
of reincarnation, the child asking for 
treats is seen as the ancestor reborn. 
Halloween is the festival of ancestors, 
and it is also the festival of children,” 

she said.
The veil between worlds is thin at 

Halloween and children personify the 
trickster spirits, she said. At Samhain, 
the supernatural is most likely to ap-
pear. Sometimes there is the sense 
of a presence, more like a thing seen 
with the mind’s eye, she said.

Sightings are relatively rare; Voigt 
has had only one clear encounter with 
a deceased person during the dinner 
ritual. But the experience was unmis-
takable. An ephemeral human form 
hovered in the darkness, she said.

“I had never seen a ghost or ‘shade.’ 
I looked to my friend who was sitting 
next to me. He was staring and point-
ing and nodding,” she said.

The ghost made a sound like bats 
do, she said.

“You read Shakespeare, and he 
talks about the ‘gibbering ghost.’ I 
always thought that was a metaphori-
cal phrase,” she said.

Far from gatherings over boiling 
cauldrons of foul-smelling brews, the 
Palo Alto pagan group normally meets 
at Hobee’s in south Palo Alto on Tues-
days at 12:30 p.m. The luncheon group 
is open to anyone who wants to learn 
about pagan practice, she said.

The group has a scholarly bent, 
sharing information about rituals and 
picking up practices or reviving oth-
ers based on archeological transcrip-
tions of ancient texts. When Greek 
papyri about ancient rituals were 
finally translated in the 1990s, they 
provided a gold mine, she said.

On a recent weekend, some mem-
bers gathered to make masks for Hal-
loween. Such gatherings are often a 
family affair, including children, 
Voigt said.

For 13 years, Voigt ran the pagan-
occult-witchcraft special-interest 
group in Mensa. An Alabama native, 
she was raised in a Christian home, 
but she chose to be a pagan at age 16 
after reading the entire Bible and dis-

agreeing with most of it, she said.
“My values were different from 

what I saw in the Old Testament. 
Judeo-Christian religion is about be-
lief. Pagan religion is about practice 
and values. It’s unusual to say, ‘What 
do you believe?’ Everything changes. 
The assumptions you make change 
based on experience. It’s more about, 
‘Do you value some things in com-
mon?’” she said.

The bonds in the pagan community 

mirror the kinds of social benefits 
people get from churches and other 
groups, helping each other or volun-
teering, she said.

“We are working with and for our 
local community. Those are things 
that not only do good for the com-
munity but foster the more genuine 
bonds between people,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be e-mailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Neighborhoods
A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

PA NEIGHBORHOODS ON VI-
NYL ... Three Palo Alto neighbor-
hoods are now commemorated 
in song by Agony Aunts, a local 
‘60s-style band that includes 
Palo Alto Weekly Editorial Assis-
tant Karla Kane. The CD, entitled 
“Greater Miranda,” includes 
songs named for Leland Manor 
and Evergreen Park, along with 
the title song, which includes 
many street names in the lyr-
ics. The album was released on 
Oct. 10 on Mystery Lawn Music, 
owned by former Weekly Associ-
ate Editor Allen Clapp. The Palo 
Alto neighborhoods tracks can 
be heard online at http://agony-
aunts.bandcamp.com.

GREER PARK RE-OPENING ... 
A public opening to dedicate 
the Phase IV reconstruction of 
Greer Park is scheduled for Dec. 
11 at 1 p.m. The dedication will 
celebrate Midtown residents Jean 
and Charles Scott, who were 
leaders in the original West Bay-
shore Neighborhood Association, 
which fought to turn the land into 
a park. After 40 years, the last 2 
acres are finally developed. The 
area will be called Scott Mead-
ows in their honor. The dedication 
is open to the public.

‘FILAREE’ SCULPTURE MOVED 
... And speaking of Greer, a steel 
sculpture that was a familiar site 
to motorists driving along East 
Bayshore has a new home in 
Greer Park. Filaree, a sculp-
ture by artist Gene Flores, was 
relocated to Greer adjacent to 
Amarillo Road on Oct. 13. The 
Palo Alto Public Art Commission 
decided to relocate the sculpture 
after solar panels erected in front 
of the Municipal Services Center 
made it difficult to view the piece. 
Flores designed a new base for 
the new location. Filaree was 
purchased in 1977 and was tem-
porarily in front of City Hall.

ROCK’N ROLL PALO ALTO ... 
After the Oct. 21 Emergency Pre-
paredness recognition ceremony 
at City Hall, Barron Park resident 
Bob Moss learned about a U.S. 
Geological Survey ground-shak-
ing simulation of the 1906 earth-
quake and what might happen 
if the epicenter were well north 
or south of San Francisco. The 
website is at http://earthquake.
usgs.gov/regional/nca/1906/
simulations/. At the upper left 
there are links to detailed views of 
ground shaking and close-ups, 
including Palo Alto. 

Send announcements of neigh-
borhood events, meetings and 
news to Sue Dremann, Neigh-
borhoods editor, at sdremann@
paweekly.com. 

AROUND  
THE BLOCK

A proposed 8-foot-tall cell-
phone tower atop St. Albert 
the Great Church in Palo 

Alto has some neighbors upset 
about the mix of the sacred and 
the profane, which they fear could 
hurt their health.

The AT&T tower, which would 
stand at the west end of the sanctu-
ary at 1095 Channing Ave., would 

have a cross mounted on the top 
segment of the tower, which would 
be in a “churchlike” tower.

The communications company 
recently activated its new “distrib-
uted antenna system” in Palo Alto, 
which improved coverage along 
Welch Road and surrounding ar-
eas. It plans to upgrade its towers 
to handle newer and faster devices, 

according to company spokesman 
John Britton.

But the church’s neighbors don’t 
want a cell-phone tower sprinkling 
signals above their heads like holy 
water.

“I started talking to my neigh-
bors and most people are worried 
about the radiation,” Tru Love said 
after receiving a notice from the 

city informing residents who live 
within 600 feet of the site of the 
proposed project.

Love was especially concerned 
with the cell tower’s proximity to 
children who attend Saint Eliza-
beth Seton School on the church’s 
property.

“I feel sorry for the kids,” she 
said, questioning whether the 
church had properly informed the 
schoolchildren’s parents.

But Kristen Parineh, the city’s sus-
tainability planner, said in an e-mail 
to Love on Oct. 18 that the city can 
make sure the tower meets electro-

Residents concerned about church cell tower
Neighbors worry proposed cell-phone spire on Channing Avenue will harm health

by Sally Schilling

Seeking souls
Palo Alto’s pagans set a place at the table for spirits and 

ancestors on Halloween
by Sue Dremann

Valerie Voigt, a Midtown resident, wears jewelry of the same kind worn by 
a high priestess in pagan rituals, which includes a goddess pendant and 
necklaces of amber, jet and lapis lazuli. She is part of the Palo Alto Area 
Pagan Meetup Group and is organizing a ‘Samhain’ dinner on Halloween.

(continued on page 11)

CRESCENT PARK

MIDTOWN

Vivian W
ong
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magnetic-field (EMF) standards.
“As a city we only have a certain 

amount of discretion on these types 
of projects. We can make sure that 
they meet the federal regulations 
for EMF, and we can make sure 
that they put it in the best possible 
location within the area, and we 
can make sure that they design it as 
well as possible to meet our design 
guidelines, but we can not absolute-
ly prohibit it from a neighborhood 
where that cell-phone carrier has 
bad reception,” she wrote.

Love said she thinks there is a 
more appropriate spot.

“I think they should put the cell 
tower at the Palo Alto Fire Station 
3 — Rinconada Station at 799 Em-
barcadero Road. They already have 
an existing tower. It would meet all 
EMF regulations. It’s not near chil-
dren. You wouldn’t even notice it. 
And it’s only five blocks away from 
the proposed site at the church,” Tru 
said in an e-mail to Parineh.

Parineh said she has received e-
mails and calls from neighboring 
residents concerned with both the 
appearance and the health risks of 
the tower. She has received no calls 
from parents of the schoolchildren 
at Saint Elizabeth Seton, however.

The church and AT&T applied for 
a conditional-use building permit 
but the city found it to be incom-
plete. The church and AT&T will re-
vise the application and plan to meet 
with concerned residents for public 
input before the resubmission, she 
said. No date has been set.

One concern has been whether 
AT&T can add the equipment to an 
already existing tower on the church 
property, city Planning Manager 
Amy French said.

“We want them to explain why they 
can’t use the existing tower and to also 
show the existing tower on the draw-
ings for the plans,” she said. 

French is the initial decision-
maker for the city. If she approves 
the process, it will become effec-
tive 14 days later unless a hearing 
is requested in front of the Planning 
and Transportation Commission, 
she said.

Saint Albert the Great Church and 
St. Elizabeth Seton School represen-
tatives did not return calls seeking 
comment. However, the director of 
media relations at the Diocese of 
San Jose, to which the church be-
longs, spoke to what she considered 
the benefits of the new cell tower.

“The companies pay the church, 
so that’s a plus. Parishes could al-
ways use the funds and cell towers 
are needed for more cell-phone use,” 
Roberta Ward said. 

James Singleton, project manager 
at NSA Wireless, Inc., which devel-
ops cell-tower sites and is involved 
in AT&T’s site, talked about the 
project.

“It is normal for wireless facilities 
to be put in residential areas. More 
need for wireless is driven by custom-
ers using iPhones, laptops and cellular 
devices to an extreme,” he said. 

“The need is purely driven by 
existing capacity levels. Additional 
sites are necessary ... to meet de-
mand,” he added.

The city always requires the cell-
phone company to submit a report 

showing that the electromagnetic-
field impact meets Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) 
guidelines, he said.

But companies often add an extra 
safety margin into their proposals 
to account for FCC guidelines, for a 
site, said William Hammett, princi-
pal of Hammett & Edison, Inc., an 
engineering consulting firm in San 
Francisco that reviews the impacts 
of cell towers.

Edison & Hammett reviewed the 
impact of a proposed cell tower at 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
on Manuela Avenue in Palo Alto. 
The Dec. 20, 2004, report showed 
that the maximum calculated level 
of exposure of any nearby residence 

would be only 0.89 percent of the 
limit, he said.

“If people are worried about an 
adequate safety margin, there’s 
(often) an extra margin, often 100 
times the margin,” he said. 

Residents can view the cell-tower 
plans at the City Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto. 

Editorial Intern Sally Schilling 
can be reached at sschilling@em-
barcaderopublishing.com.

Upfront

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Your fresh hormone-free, natural 
or organic Thanksgiving Turkey
when you pre-order by Friday,
November 19th!

O PURCHASE

 

Look inside 
today’s insert 
for savings!NC

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious 

services. To inquire about or make space reservations 
for Inspirations, please contact 

Blanca Yoc at 223-6596 
or email byoc@paweekly.com

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

Children are welcome to wear  
their costumes to church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

 

This Sunday: All Hallow’s Eve
Rev. David Howell preaching

8:30 A.M., Thursday, November 18, 2010 Palo Alto Council 
Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.  
Go to the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review 
filed documents; contact Alicia Spotwood for information regarding 
business hours at 650-617-3168.

3700 Middlefield Road [10PLN-00346]: Request by Palo Alto 
Public Works Engineering for Architectural Review of a new 
signage program with exceptions for the Mitchell Park Library and 
Community Center. Zone: PF. 

1213 Newell Road: Request by Palo Alto Public Works Engineering 
for Study Session review of an addition and other improvements to 
the Main Library.  

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING 

of the city of Palo Alto 

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

Cell tower
(continued from page 10)

Are you concerned that cell-phone tow-
ers affect people’s health? Share your 
thoughts on Town Square, the commu-
nity discussion forum at Palo Alto Online.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Prop 23’s impact
Editor,

Propositions on the ballot can be 
deceptively written, complicated 
and difficult to figure out.

Prop 23 is particularly confusing. 
It’s funded by Texas oil refiners. See 
http://tinyurl.com/2aulo2g.

Big Oil wants to repeal AB 32 be-
cause it requires them to spend big 
money to reduce how much they 
pollute, and it creates competition 
from clean-energy. AB 32 has cata-
lyzed billions of dollars in private-
sector green investment.

Prop. 23 will delay implementa-
tion of AB 32, California’s land-
mark law to limit greenhouse-gas 
emissions, until our unemployment 
rate drops below 5.5 percent for four 
consecutive quarters.

Given that the current unemploy-
ment rate is more than 12 percent, 
it will be a very long time until we 
see 5.5 percent. Thus, Prop. 23 ef-
fectively repeals AB 32.

For an objective analysis of all 
state propositions, with voting rec-
ommendations, see www.peterates.
com.

Pat Marriott
Oakhurst Avenue

Los Altos

No on S
Editor,

Measure S would switch Palo 
Alto City Council elections from 
odd to even numbered years. We 
have a highly active and engaged 
citizenry that participates on a wide 
variety of local issues. Measure S 
would undermine key parts of that 
citizens participation, changing the 
long-standing process of electing lo-
cal officials during elections where 
local issues dominate.

Two examples: Palo Alto City 
Council seats are heavily contested: 
in our odd-year elections; an aver-
age of 2.7 candidates run for every 
open seat. In our neighboring com-
munities that have even year elec-
tions (Menlo Park, Mountain View, 
Santa Clara, Los Altos Hills and 
Atherton) an average of 2 candi-
dates run for each open seat.

In addition, switching council 
elections would seriously endanger 
our ability to hold special elections 
(e.g. citizen approval of taxes, bond 
issues, important land use and zon-
ing changes) every year, eliminating 
a key focus of citizen involvement. 
As a community, we have had 13 
of these special elections over the 
last 10 years, most of them in odd 
years.

Proponents claim that we will 
save $200,000 every two years. The 
actual difference in city payments to 
the County Clerk for each ballot is-
sue between odd and even years over 
the last decade has averaged under 
$50,000 every two years. That right 
to vote on local candidates and criti-
cal local issues during times when 
the ballot is not dominated by big 

spending state and national issues 
cost us less that 1/30th of 1 percent 
of our annual city budget. 

Active, participatory democracy 
is worth more than that.

Greg Schmid
City Councilman

Palo Alto

Yes on A for kids
Editor,

The League of Women Voters 
of Palo Alto supports Measure A 
on the November ballot. Measure 
A, Santa Clara County Children’s 
Health Protection, will create a 
stable source of funding for the 
Healthy Kids Program.

Healthy Kids provides medical, 
dental and vision benefits for all 
children in our county from low-in-
come families that do not otherwise 
qualify for Medi-Cal  or the Healthy 
Families Program.

Santa Clara County voters over-
whelmingly believe that all children 
in our county should have access to 
basic health coverage. In 2001, the 
county launched the nation’s first 
universal children’s health insur-
ance program known as Healthy 
Kids through the Children’s Health 

Initiative (CHI). At that time, one 
out of eight children here was unin-
sured. Currently, almost 97 percent 
of children have coverage in our 
county.

New national health care legisla-
tion does not expand eligibility of 
public programs for our California 
children. Therefore, even after the 
legislation is fully implemented, 
Healthy Kids will still be needed. 
Vote YES on Measure A.

Phyllis Cassel,
President, League of 

Women Voters
Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

The Weekly recommends
While many have already voted by mail,  
for those still thinking about how to vote  

the following suggestions may help

In recent weeks the Weekly has taken editorial positions on candi-
dates and issues we felt were most important or of interest to Palo 
Alto area voters. Following is a summary of those recommenda-

tions, with references to the archived editorials. Additional state of-
fice and Congressional recommendations are included.

Local measures
Yes on Measure A

Santa Clara County’s ‘Healthy Kids’ measure will quietly help 
children stay healthy. Published Oct. 8, www.paloaltoonline.
com/weekly/story.php?story_id=13712 .

YES on Measure E 
Foothill-De Anza parcel tax needed to replace lost funds
Published Oct. 1, www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/story.

php?story_id=13673 .

No on Measure R 
Firefighters union proposal deserves overwhelming defeat. 

Published Oct. 15, www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/story.
php?story_id=13755 .

Yes on Measure S
Switch to even-year Palo Alto elections for savings, larger 

turnouts. Published Oct. 15, www.paloaltoonline.com.

State propositions
A brief recap of leading state propositions, published Oct. 15, 

www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/story.php?story_id=13757 .

Proposition 19: Yes. 
Legalizes marijuana under California but not federal law.

Proposition 20 and 27: Yes and No
Proposition 20 removes elected representatives from 

establishment of congressional districts and gives that authority 
to a bipartisan 14-member redistricting commission. Proposition 
27 eliminates 14-member state redistricting commission and 
returns redistricting authority to elected representatives.

Proposition 21: Yes
Establishes $18 annual vehicle-license fee to help fund state 

parks and wildlife programs.

Proposition 22: Yes
Prohibits the state from diverting funds intended for 

transportation, redevelopment or local government projects.

Proposition 23: No, No, No!
Suspends air-pollution-control law AB 32 until unemployment 

drops to 5.5 percent for a full year, which could be forever.

Proposition 24: Yes
Repeals recent legislation that would allow businesses to lower 

their tax liability.

Proposition 25: Yes
Changes legislative vote requirement to pass budget and 

budget-related legislation from two-thirds to a simple majority.

Proposition 26: No
Requires certain state and local regulatory fees be approved 

by two-thirds vote.

Proposition 27: No
See write-up above under Proposition 20. 

State, national offices
California Assembly, District 21: Rich Gordon

Published Oct. 8, www.paloaltoonline.com.

14th Congressional District: Anna Eshoo

Governor: Jerry Brown

U.S. Senator: Barbara Boxer

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? What is your opinion on the proposed smoking 
ban in Palo Alto? (See cover story.)

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Online Editor Tyler 

Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered daily
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What is the most memorable Holloween costume you’ve heard about or seen?
Asked on California Avenue in Palo Alto. Interviews by Sarah Trauben. Photographs by Vivian Wong.

Gary Daugenti
President at Gent & Associates, Inc.
California Avenue, Palo Alto
“Somebody dressed as a candy ma-
chine. They didn’t have any candy, but 
it looked like they’d put a lot of work 
into it.”

Paige Farmakis
Student
Stanford campus
“For freshman year, eight of us in our 
class dressed as trolls, with nude 
suits, bottles in our hair to keep it 
sticking up and jewels in our bellybut-
tons.”

Neale Mason
Works in Palo Alto
North Los Altos
“This one guy showed up to a party 
dressed in black, with a t-shirt that just 
said “404 costume not found.”

Emily Harris
Student
Stanford Campus
“Last year, I completely cross-dressed 
and went as a cowboy. Girls at the 
party thought I was a boy and asked 
me to stop some creepy guys from hit-
ting on them.”

Javier Labourt
Student
Arastradero Road, Palo Alto
“I’ve only been here a month so it will 
be my first Halloween ever. I’d like to 
dress as Zorro or Borat, something 
international.”

by Diane Reklis

I have been involved 
in Palo Alto schools 
since we moved 

to Palo Alto 30 years 
ago. I was privileged 
to serve on the school 
board in the late 1980s 
when we realized that 
closing schools is not 
always the best solu-
tion for declining en-
rollment. Sometimes the obvious solution is 
not the best one for the long-term health of 
the district.

Now the district is considering moving the 
start of school to mid-August in order to shift 
finals from January to before winter break. 
The goal is good, but perhaps not the pro-
posed solution.

Final exams in January are not education-
ally sound. The purpose of a big exam is to 
have students pull together the pieces they 
have learned thus far, but after winter break 
too many students are faced with re-learning 
rather than reviewing. 

In addition, the break does not provide the 
intended stress relief due to the impending 
exams. The easy solution is to move the start 
date up to mid-August. Many neighboring dis-
tricts have made this work, although teaching 
and learning is hampered by the extended hot 
weather. 

PAUSD is unique in having such a large per-
centage of families associated with Stanford, 
where school starts in late September. We also 
have a large number of families who travel in 
August. It would be preferable to eliminate 
January finals without moving the start of 
school any earlier.

The purpose of a final exam is to help stu-

dents review and connect material and to help 
teachers uncover gaps in students’ understand-
ing. Material connected before vacation is less 
likely to be forgotten over a holiday period 
than if this review process has not taken place. 
Going over the exam after the holidays would 
serve as another review and would further ce-
ment student learning. Finals before the holi-
days would thus reduce the traditional holiday 
drop-off and classes could learn additional 
material in January.

There is no law that exams have to come at 
the end of the semester. If PAUSD started at 
the same time it does now, it could have exams 
in December but finish first semester in Janu-
ary. The last few weeks could be capped by a 
chapter test where needed. One of Gunn’s best 
physics teachers has done this for years and 
students love it.

There is even a question as to whether fi-
nal exams are useful learning tools. Colleges, 
including Harvard University, are increas-
ingly finding other ways to measure progress. 
Weekly cumulative quizzes may do more to 
enhance learning and create far less stress. 
Then if gaps emerge both the teacher and stu-
dents can recognize them in time to fix the 
problem. If we eliminated finals altogether, 
we would have significant added instructional 
time.

Palo Alto’s demographics are changing and 
more students have extended families in India, 
Asia, and Mexico (all places that are more 
comfortable in winter than summer) as well 
as across the United States and the world. In 
addition, we have many Stanford University 
families. All of this adds to the rich tapestry 
that makes Palo Alto an exciting place to live 
and work. It also means that many in our com-
munity value travel as well as formal educa-
tion.

Students and teachers are better off when 
the district calendar enables most family trav-
el to take place during school vacations. A 
three-week winter vacation without impend-
ing exams would allow students and staff to 
enjoy a real break from the stress of the school 
year and those who choose to could travel or 
ski without missing school.

Many of our families are associated with 
Stanford as students or staff members. Their 
calendars will never fully align, but when 
they are too far apart families are caught in 
a bind. The proposed PAUSD calendars start 
school fully six weeks before Stanford does; 
new married students with families may not 
be able to get into Stanford housing until close 
to Stanford’s start date and if they are depend-
ing on a stipend to live on they may not be able 
to afford to arrive until late September. On 
top of that, Stanford’s 2012 summer school 
ends nearly a week after PAUSD would start 
so students would not be able to take courses 
in summer school. Stanford families would 
certainly lack the opportunity to take a long 
vacation without missing school.

Most of the classrooms at Paly are air-con-
ditioned, but few of the regular classrooms in 
the other schools in the district have this fea-
ture. Starting earlier means more days when 
learning is hampered by students and teachers 
being uncomfortably hot. 

The only reason to move our start date 
sooner is to allow our teachers to cover more 
material before the AP exams. Changing the 
school days currently devoted to finals into 
instructional days would add nearly as much 
time for AP preparation. 

We must do what is best for all of our stu-
dents and families.

I think it makes sense for the Board of Edu-
cation to agree to hold finals before the winter 

holidays for the next two school years but keep 
the start date in late August. Ending the first 
semester in late January serves all of our stu-
dents well as long as winter vacation is free 
from worry about looming high-stakes exams 
and major deadlines.

We could start now to discuss three related 
long-term issues:

1) Are traditional finals worth the three or 
four days of lost instructional time we cur-
rently allow each semester? Are there better 
ways to measure student learning?

2) How does our school calendar affect our 
community and our students’ success? Are we 
making it possible for families to schedule the 
rest of their lives without having their chil-
dren miss instruction days? Are we making it 
possible for our schools to teach without huge 
numbers of students being absent? Would our 
community be better served if we returned to 
the traditional start date after Labor Day? 

3) Should we shift to a year-round schedule 
with two- to four-week breaks after each six 
weeks of instruction? Teachers who want to 
earn more money could lead intensive science, 
art, drama, sports or remedial “camps” during 
the inter-terms. 

This would provide a break in routine for all 
and child care for those who want it. It would 
provide time for vacations and less time for 
forgetting over the summer — and it fits with 
the reality of many of today’s families where 
children need child care when school is not in 
session. Students who fall behind could get 
intensive help before their problems got out 
of hand. This would be a major change and 
would require careful study, but is worth con-
sidering. 

Diane Reklis served on the Palo Alto 
Board of Education for eight years. She can 
be e-mailed at reklis@comcast.net. 

Finals before winter break — is there a better way?
Guest Opinion

Election results to be posted online Tuesday night
Results for key local races in Tuesday’s (Nov. 2) election will be posted 

on Palo Alto Online starting at 8 p.m. that night. Visit Palo Alto Online 
for live results as they come in for Measure R, State Assembly 21st Dis-
trict, Menlo Park City Council and other important local races.

Streetwise
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Walter G. Chew of Glen Mills age 86, died 10/19/10 at Riddle 
Memorial Hospital of pulmonary fibrosis. Born in Pittsburgh, 
he grew up in Chester, Delaware County, PA. He was a 
member of the Third Presbyterian Church. Walter, attended 
public schools, The Williamson Free School of Mechanical 
Trades, the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, NY and 
Drexel University. He was employed by SKF Industries until 
purchasing his own business in Mt. View, CA in 1973. He was 
an avid golfer and enjoyed his walks with his pet labradors. 
Survivors include his wife of 62 years, Marjorie (Lewis), 
son, daughter and five grandchildren. Services were private. 
In lieu off flowers, donations in his memory are requested to 
The Williamson Free School of Mechanical Trades, 106 New 
Middletown Road, Media, PA 19063 - 5202.  Condolences 
Jnelsonrigbyfh.com.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

She taught first grade and worked 
as a literacy specialist in Palo Alto 
1965. During her years in Palo 
Alto, she served as president of the 
American Association of Universi-
ty Women, president of Neighbors 
Abroad, and board member of the 
United Nations Association, Envi-
ronmental Volunteers, Palo Alto 
Historical Association, and adviso-
ry board member for the Palo Alto 
Historical Museum and Gamble 
Garden. She was a Tall Tree recipi-
ent in 1994 and A Friend of Educa-
tion in 2006. 

She is survived by her husband 
of 55 years, Tom Collins; daughter, 
Ann Collins Johns; brother, Wil-
liam Theobald of Troy, Mo.; and 
two grandsons. 

In lieu of flowers, a donation can 
be made to Marge Collins Memo-
rial Fund in care of Palo Alto Uni-
fied School District, 25 Churchill, 
PA 94306 at wwwpausd.org, The 
Palo Alto Historical Museum at 
Museum@PAHistoryMuseum.
org or the Manilla Area Historical 
Association at MAHA 412 9th Av-
enue, Manilla, Iowa 51454.

Eleanora Jadwin
Eleanora Jadwin, 77, who taught 

and managed in Palo Alto’s popular 
PreSchool Family and Young Fives 
programs from 1973 to 1995, died 
Oct. 2. Jadwin was a PreSchool 
Family teacher when, in 1975, she 
helped to start Young Fives, the 
Palo Alto Unified School District 
program offering an extra year of 
pre-kindergarten for children on the 
younger side of 5.

After retiring in 1995, she con-
tinued as a part-time consultant on 
school district programs. Within 

the past year she worked as a volun-
teer in helping to organize the new, 
foundation-funded Springboard to 
Kindergarten a program launched 
by the school district and aimed at 
children who have not had a pre-
school experience.

A week before her death, she 
was present to be honored by more 
than 200 PreSchool Family alumni 
and current families at a barbecue 
and premier of the film, “Growing 
Together: The PreSchool Family 
Story.”

She was born in Clinton, Okla., 
but the following year her family 
moved to California, settling in the 
Central Valley. While a student at 
College of the Sequoias in Visalia 
she met her husband during a week-
end conference at Asilomar. They 
married in 1956.

She taught elementary school in 
Los Angeles before spending a de-
cade as a stay-at-home mother. She 
later worked as a substitute in the 
Palo Alto schools before joining 
PreSchool Family in 1973.

She was a tennis player and rode 
her bicycle around town. She en-
joyed cooking, gardening, sewing 
and music, and traveled the world 
with her husband.

In addition to her husband, she 
is survived by her daughters, An-
drea Jadwin of San Francisco; Lisa 
Jadwin (Steve Derne) of Rochester, 
N.Y.; and Laura Jadwin of Pacific 
Grove.

A celebration of life will be held 
Nov. 7 at 1 p.m. at Greendell School, 
4120 Middlefield Road. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to 
the Friends of PreSchool Family, 
(www.fopsf.org), 4120 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto, 94303.

Transitions
Margery Theobald Collins

Marge Collins, 77, long-time 
Palo Alto educator and community 

leader, died on October 27. She was 
treated for peritoneal cancer for 
nearly four years.

She was born in Manilla, Iowa. 
She graduated from Manilla High 
School, where she was the valedic-
torian of her class. She spent two 
years at The University of North-
ern Iowa and then received her 
undergraduate degree from Butler 
University. After coming to Cali-
fornia, she earned two master’s 
degrees from San Jose State Uni-
versity.

Margaret Lillian 
Allison was born 
in San Francisco 
on July 31, 1922 
to Ira S. and Sadie 
Allison.  The eldest 
of three children, 
she was raised in 
Corvallis, Oregon. 
She graduated with 

a degree in Home Economics from Oregon State, 
where she met and married James Kilbourn Clauss.  
They had three children and bought their  home in 
Palo Alto in 1954.

Margaret was an extremely accomplished 
Household Engineer, great cook, and talented 
seamstress.  When her children were grown, she 
earned a library degree at Foothill College, then 

worked in the Palo Alto Libraries for about 20 years 
until retirement.

Mrs. Clauss was an active member of the 
First Congregational Church of Palo Alto, in the 
Women's Fellowship, where she organized and 
ran a rummage sale for many years, and her great 
joy, singing in the Chancel Choir and the Oratorio 
Society.

Pre-deceased by her husband James, brother 
David, daughter Marilyn and son  David, she is 
survived by her sister, Frances Sunderland, her 
daughter and son-in-law Cathy and Robert Mills, 
four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held on Friday, 
November 5th at 2 pm at the First Congregational 
Church, 1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto, Ca 94303.  In 
lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the 
church or charity of your choice.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Anne Nicolas Kirby, 
a 48-year resident of 
Palo Alto, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded 
by family, on October 
19 at El Camino 
Hospital. She was 80.

Anne was born and 
raised in Minneapolis. 
She attended the 

University of Minnesota and was a member of Alpha 
Phi sorority. In 1955 she moved to San Francisco 
where she worked as an assistant to John Merrill of 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. An avid skier, she later 
worked in the public relations department for the VIII 
Olympic Winter Games at Squaw Valley. It was at this 
time that she met the love of her life, David Kirby.  Anne 
and Dave were married in 1960 in San Francisco and 
celebrated their 50th anniversary this past July. They 
moved to Palo Alto when Dave was hired by David 
Packard to create the public relations department at 
Hewlett-Packard.  

Anne was active in campaigns for various political 
candidates, including friend and Congressman Pete 
McCloskey.  She was instrumental in electing State 
Senator Joe Simitian to his first political office as 
President of the Palo Alto School Board.

Anne was an enthusiastic gardener.  She was a 
longtime member of both the Elizabeth Gamble Garden 
Club and the Palo Alto Garden Club.  An adventurous 
and talented cook, she often incorporated many of the 
organic vegetables she grew into her favorite dishes.  
Anne was an avid reader who loved words and ideas.  
Her love of children lead her to teach creative writing 
to young minds, and volunteer in the guidance office 
at Palo Alto High School.  She enjoyed watercolor 
painting, knitting and quilting.  She and her husband 
traveled to Europe several times and especially enjoyed 
England and France.  She adored family summers at 
Seacliff Beach in Aptos.  

Anne is survived by her husband David Kirby of 
Palo Alto, son Daniel Kirby of San Jose (Sheree), John 
Kirby of Portland, OR, and daughter Rachel Fitzgibbon 
of Essex, MA (Robert).  Also surviving are five 
granddaughters, a step grandson, and Anne’s beloved 
sister, Virginia Wilkinson of Portland, OR.  Anne was 
the center of communications for a variety of extended 
family, and her many emails, notes and calls will be 
greatly missed.  

A celebration of Anne’s life will be held on a date to 
be determined.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the charity of one’s choice.  Arrangements are 
entrusted to Alta Mesa Funeral Home in Palo Alto. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Roger Mansell of Palo Alto passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded by family on 
October 25, 2010.  He is survived by his spouse, 
Carolyn M. Mansell, daughters Catherine and 
Alice Mansell, and his son-in-law Agustín 
Carstens.  A Memorial Mass will be held on 
Thursday, October 28 at 8 pm at the Iglesia 
Santa Catarina in Coyoacán, Mexico City.

A celebration of his research about the allied 
POWs of the Japanese during WWII and the donation of his extensive 
archive to the Hoover Institution of Stanford University will be 
scheduled soon. For more information and also for more about his 
forthcoming book, The Forgotten Men of Guam, please visit www.
rogermansell.com

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y
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T HE APARTMENT DOORS 
at the Lytton Gardens 
independent-living units 
in Palo Alto are adorned 

with colorful, homey touches: 
a resident’s name in needle-
point or a cheerful wall hang-
ing.

The fluorescent-pink sign 
on De’Lois Turner’s door ex-
presses a more serious senti-
ment:

“Second-Hand Smoke = 
Death!” the sign reads, hint-
ing at a certain tension within 
the complex.

Turner, 67, is hopping mad at 
Lytton’s executives for allow-

ing smoking at the multistory 
residence at 330 Everett Ave. 
Turner says that residents are 
smoking in their rooms and 
in a front-patio area desig-
nated for smokers that is too 
close to the building, allowing 
smoke to drift inside.

The smoke has irritated her 
eyes and sinuses, she said.

“I inquired before I moved 
here if there was smoking. I’m 
allergic to cigarette smoke,” 
she said, her eyes red. “Why 
should I have to live like I’m 
coming down with the flu 
each and every day?”

Turner’s complaint is one 

echoed by many residents in 
multi-family housing through-
out the area. Secondhand 
smoke in apartments, town-
houses and condominiums is 
the No. 1 complaint received 
by the nonprofit Breathe 
California of the Bay Area’s 
secondhand-smoke helpline, 
according to Dennis Acha, di-
rector of programs.

But now, cities and counties 
are crafting ordinances to ad-
dress the issue.

A spate of city and county 
ordinances adopted recently 
limit where residents may 
light up. And all of the ordi-

New ordinances point to growing intolerance  
of secondhand smoke
by Sue Dremann 

photographs by Veronica Weber

(continued on next page)

De’Lois Turner is staying at a friend’s home until the secondhand-cigarette smoke issue at the Lytton Gardens apartment 
is resolved.

Turner has hung a sign on her apartment door 
expressing her frustration with the smoke she is 
exposed to at Lytton Gardens. 

A cigarette butt lies in the ashtray outside of 
Lytton Gardens.
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920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park, CA  |  650.325.1584  |  www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School

Open House — Nursery, Kindergarten, First Grade
Saturday, November 6, 10-11:30 a.m.  Children welcome.

School Tours
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Dec. 2 & 9 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Parents only please.
registration not required

For an appointment, please call (650) 325-1584, ext. 5.

nances allow residents to file civil 
suits against violators.

But while 78 percent of Califor-
nians in a 2008 state study support-
ed restricting smoking to designat-
ed areas and not within buildings, 
balconies and patios, some local 
residents called the ordinances dis-
criminatory. And an association 
that represents apartment-building 
owners would rather see the owners 
determine whether their complexes 
are smoke-free, not city or county 
governments. 

C racking down on second-
hand smoke both inside and 
outside of multifamily resi-

dences is heating up. On Sept. 28, 
the Menlo Park City Council unani-
mously passed new regulations that 
will fine violators $50 for the first 
offense and $100 for the second of-
fense in a 12-month period if they 
smoke outside of designated areas, 
such as patios or where required 
signs permit smoking

The City of Belmont adopted a 
secondhand smoke ordinance in 
2007 that prohibits smoking within 
20 feet of a multistory residence and 
contains provisions against people 
who are complaining about smok-
ing violations getting harassed. (The 
ordinance does allow smoking mar-
ijuana for medical purposes.)

Santa Clara County passed a 
stringent ordinance Oct. 19 that 
bans smoking in residential units 
and limits smoking to areas beyond 
a 30-foot radius of multi-unit hous-
ing. It applies only to unincorporat-
ed areas of the county. It is expected 
to be finalized on Nov. 9 after a sec-
ond reading.

Santa Clara County plans to use 
some funding out of a $7 million 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act grant to educate the public 
about three new ordinances related 
to smoking, including the multifam-
ily-dwelling ordinance. Other ordi-
nances include a ban on smoking in 
county parks and requirements for 

tobacco-retailer permits, with sever-
al product restrictions, Santa Clara 
County Supervisor Liz Kniss said.

The county health department and 
Breathe California also plan to ad-
vocate similar smoking ordinances 
in cities within the county.

“We’re really going after this in 
a big way,” Kniss, a former social 
smoker, said. The board’s vote on 
the measure, which was introduced 
by Supervisor Ken Yeager, himself 
a former heavy smoker, was unani-
mous.

“I really think it will make an 
enormous difference in public 
health, and I hope more cities will 
adopt similar ordinances,” said 
Kniss, a nurse.

Public-health specialists applaud-
ed the county decision.

“It’s a big public-health issue 
now,” said Francis Capili, health-
education specialist for Santa Clara 
County Department of Public Health 
Chronic Disease and Injury Preven-
tion Division.

“Tobacco smoke contains more 
than 4,000 chemicals, including 200 
known poisons and 43 cancer-caus-
ing chemicals. Secondhand smoke 
kills about 54,000 non-smokers ev-
ery year and has been classified as a 
Class A carcinogen by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The U.S. Surgeon General has con-
cluded that there is no risk-free level 
of exposure to secondhand smoke,” 
he said.

Health is not the only concern 
from secondhand smoke. Fatal fires 
are also linked to the smoking habit, 
and the Santa Clara County ordi-
nance noted the fire hazards related 

to smoking in homes. 
Cigarettes, pipes and cigars are 

the leading causes of fire deaths 
in the United States. In 2007, there 
were 140,700 smoking-related fires 
resulting in 720 deaths and 1,580 in-
juries and $530 million in property 
damage, according to the U.S. Fire 
Administration.

The danger can be acute in homes 
with seniors and persons with dis-
abilities. Smoking at a residence 
where there are oxygen tanks and 
long-term oxygen therapy caused 27 
percent of fatalities in fires at multi-
family dwellings, the Fire Adminis-
tration reported.

State laws already do not al-
low smoking in senior-care facili-
ties where skilled nursing is in the 
same building as housing. Chan-
ning House in Palo Alto, for ex-
ample, does not allow any smoking 
in the building or on the grounds, 
spokeswoman Letitia Roddy said. 
Likewise, Lytton Gardens does not 
permit smoking at its skilled-nurs-
ing facility. But smoking is allowed 
in some older apartment buildings, 
Gery Yearout, Lytton’s executive 
director said.

 

N ot everyone’s happy about the 
ordinances that have been 
popping up. 

In the view of the California 
Apartment Association, Tri-County 
Division, non-smoking shouldn’t be 
legislated. The organization repre-
sents owners of multi-family rental 
housing in San Mateo, Santa Clara 
and Santa Cruz counties.

“Owners and managers of rental 
properties should be free to estab-
lish the smoking or non-smoking 
policies and procedures that best 
meet the needs of their residents, 
their businesses operations and the 
market,” Executive Director Joshua 
Howard said.

Currently, most cities do not 
have ordinances against smoking 
in multi-unit dwellings, but some 
building owners do impose restric-
tions.

A 2009 survey of rental-property 
owners in California found that one 
third of rental units in the state are 

Smoking
(continued from previous page)

Dennis Acha of Breathe California said landlords often feel caught in the middle of disputes between smoking 
and non-smoking tenants. 

‘Allowing smoking in 
multi-unit housing 
complexes exposes 
adults and children 
to a cancer-causing 
substance against their 
will.’ —Francis Capili,

Santa Clara County health 
department

Page 16



Cover Story

smoke-free, Howard noted.
Still, renting to smokers can be 

costly, as apartments must be re-
painted, re-carpeted or have new 
draperies to get rid of smoke odors 
and smoke stains, he said.

Acha of Breathe California ac-
knowledged that landlords can feel 
caught in the middle when the issue 
of smoking arises.

“I’m an apartment-building own-
er, and I experience on a daily basis 
what callers (to the Breathe hotline) 
are complaining about. Many land-
lords don’t want to deal with the 
problem. They don’t want to be in 
conflict,” he said.

 Belmont, Menlo Park and the 
county have done extensive outreach 
to the apartment association, How-
ard said. The Belmont and Santa 
Clara County ordinances provide 
a 14-month phase-in that provides 
owners time to implement the poli-
cies and amend lease agreements.

Renters who just signed a lease 
agreement for 12 months were also 
able to live in their units for the 
year before having to make other 
arrangements if they wanted to con-
tinue smoking inside, he said.

The landlords are also not liable 
if residents violate the law, provided 
they have made certain provisions 
in their rental agreements.

“It’s very difficult for a property 
owner to know when someone’s tak-
ing that two-minute cigarette break 
and to run over and be the smoking 
police,” Howard said.

Kniss said county supervisors 
worked with the apartment asso-
ciation to come up with a workable 
law.

“The real goal is to get something 

that will make a difference in the 
end,” Kniss said.

The no-smoking ordinances give 
residents legal clout, and many or-
dinances are framed with clauses 
under municipal nuisance codes. 
Santa Clara County’s law references 
nuisance law as a cause for the or-
dinance’s validity and also prohibits 
harassment or threats against any-
one reporting illegal smoking.

“Allowing smoking in multi-unit 
housing complexes exposes adults 
and children to a cancer-causing 
substance against their will. Sec-
ondhand smoke can travel through-
out multi-unit housing complexes 
through shared ventilation, heating 
and air-conditioning systems,” the 
county health department’s Capili 
said.

Air-cleaning systems cannot re-
move secondhand smoke from in-
door environments, according to 
the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers, the U.S. standard-setting 
organization on ventilation issues.

“It’s a hardship for people with 
chronic conditions,” Acha, of 
Breathe California, said.

“The No. 1 complaint today on 
our smoke help line is multi-unit 
housing. Ten years ago, when I start-
ed working here it was about non-
compliant bars and restaurants.”

P alo Alto hasn’t considered a 
non-smoking ordinance for 
multi-family dwellings but 

could “give it serious consideration 
if the county health department ad-
vocated it,” Mayor Pat Burt said re-
cently when asked about a possible 
ordinance.

Councilman Sid Espinosa added 
that he was surprised Palo Alto resi-
dents have not advocated for a simi-
lar city smoking ordinance.

“I haven’t heard this complaint 
from other constituents, which 
surprises me considering the high 
percentage of Palo Altans who are 
renters,” he said.

The city has a history of banning 
smoking, having eliminated smok-
ing in restaurants in 1992.

“There was such an outcry,” 
Kniss, a former City Council mem-
ber, said, noting that businesses 
thought the ban would harm their 
bottom line. “But a year later, busi-
ness improved.”

Sitting on the front steps of his 
Webster Street apartment building 
last week, smoker Conrad Lenox 
took a drag from his cigarette. He 
understands the reason for an or-
dinance but wouldn’t vote for it if 
given the choice.

He said he does not smoke inside 
because he knows smoke can get 
into air vents. He smokes outside 
where the smoke “dissipates” and 
doesn’t affect others, he said.

“I try to be sensitive to my neigh-
bors. God bless them, I wish I was 
one of them,” Lenox said. Asking 
tenants to not smoke inside is a rea-
sonable request, he added.

At Laning Chateau, a large Forest 
Avenue complex, one smoker said 
people in her building respect the 
rule of not smoking within. Anyone 
who is caught receives a notice to 
refrain.

(continued on next page)

Funeral Home FD132

The Peninsula’s Premier  
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County Supervisor Liz Kniss, a nurse, says further restrictions on  
smoking could vastly improve public health.

Santa Clara County Supervisor Ken Yeager worked with Supervisor Liz 
Kniss on legislation that would ban smoking at multi-unit housing. 

 Page 17



Cover Story

H O M E  O F F I C E S  M E D I A  C E N T E R S

W A L L  B E D S  C L O S E T S  G A R A G E S  

C U S T O M  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  E V E R Y

S T Y L E  A N D  E V E R Y  B U D G E T  

$500——— OFF ———MUST ACT BEFORE 11-15-10MINIMUM $5,000 PURCHASE.
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

O U R  P E N I N S U L A  S H O W R O O M S  H AV E  C O N S O L I D AT E D.

V I S I T  U S  AT  O U R  N E W LY  E X PA N D E D  A N D  R E N O VAT E D

C A M P B E L L  S H O W R O O M .  T H E  B AY  A R E A ’ S  L A R G E S T !

C A M P B E L L  S H O W R O O M  1 1 9 0  D E L L  A V E N U E

W W W . V A L E T C U S T O M . C O M 4 0 8 . 3 7 0 . 1 0 4 1
F O R M E R LY  E U R O D E S I G N

C E R T I F I E D  G R E E N

Smoking outside isn’t a guarantee 
that residents won’t be affected, she 
said. One resident asked her to move 
because smoke from her cigarette 
was blowing in the window.

The smoker, who wanted to re-
main anonymous, said she’s glad 
smoking isn’t allowed in the build-
ing. She doesn’t like to smell it.

“It’s a bad habit. It’s filthy, even 
though I smoke,” she said.

Belmont Police Captain Dan 
DeSmidt said the department re-
ceived about two-dozen complaints 
regarding violators when the law 
first took effect. But three years 
later, “we very rarely get calls. The 
law has been successful in that it has 
changed people’s behavior, he said.

During city meetings, there were 
impassioned discussions about the 
law but since then “there has been 
a lot of cooperation from managers 
and owners and residents,” he said.

DeSmidt said the public outreach 

was a critical component in the 
law’s success. Police had a number 
of community meetings and group 
meetings inside affected dwellings 
to clear up any misunderstandings.

“It was widely reported that smok-
ing was banned in the city, but that 
was not the case,” he said.

As for Lytton Gardens, the hous-
ing complex is considering a change 
in its policy, Yearout said. 

She defended the facilities’ en-
forcement of its current rules, how-
ever.

Smoking is not allowed in Turn-
er’s Everett Avenue apartment build-
ing but is allowed on a common-use 
patio and on balconies, according to 
Yearout.

“We believe smoking occurs but 
in legal areas. We see no signs of 
smoking, nor has the fire department 
seen or smelled any sign of a viola-
tion, but they may well be smoking 
where it is allowed,” she said.

That is not good enough, Turner 
said. The patio area is only 5 feet 
from the building and smoke drifts 

in through the front door, she said.
She pointed to a balcony at the 

rear of the building. Two apartments 
share the balcony, and their doors 
are side by side. Smokers who light 
up might not be technically breaking 
the rules, but their smoke can drift 
right into the windows and door of 
the adjacent apartment, she said.

But not everyone at Lytton agreed 
with Turner about smoking.

While six residents have signed a 
petition against smoking, other resi-
dents are not so sure.

Asked how they felt about the 
county ordinance and if they would 
support a Palo Alto ban, some resi-
dents reacted angrily.

“Why would they want to dis-
criminate against smokers?” said a 
woman who asked to remain anony-
mous.

But an ordinance might actually 
help some smokers kick the habit, 
according to the Laning Chateau 
resident.

“Considering I smoked for 10 
years and just started again, it 
would probably be a good thing,”  
she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can be 
e-mailed at sdremann@paweekly.
com. Editorial Intern Sally Schil-
ling contributed to this story.

Santa Clara County
In multi-family dwellings such as condominiums, 

townhouses and apartments, smoking will be prohib-
ited within buildings. Smoking will be allowed only 
within designated, well-marked outdoor areas at least 
30 feet from any opening, door, window or vent. Vio-
lators can be fined $100 for a first offense, $200 for a 
second offense and $500 for a third offense within a 
12-month period. Offenders who violate the law more 
than three times face a misdemeanor charge.

Landlords are exempt from liability, but citizens 
may file civil lawsuits against violators. Harassment 
of persons seeking compliance is prohibited.

The law would take effect 30 days after final passage 
Nov. 9 for newly built units; for existing units, the law 
goes into effect in 14 months.

County supervisors signed three ordinances, includ-
ing a no-smoking law at the county fairgrounds and 
parks, at motels, hotels and at outdoor shopping malls 
as well as requirements for tobacco-retailer permits, 
with several restrictions on products.

Menlo Park
Smoking is prohibited in any public space, park, 

business, restaurant or place of employment, including 
private residences licensed as family daycare homes 
and multi-unit residence common areas. A designated 
smoking area must be no more than 25 percent of the 
outdoor area.

Smoking is prohibited within 25 feet of windows, 
doors and other openings. Retaliation is prohibited. 

The law does not prohibit smoking within individual 
apartments or units but landlords can prohibit smoking 
anywhere on their property. Violations are infractions, 
punishable by a $50 fine for the first incident in a 12-
month period and $100 for each additional incident.

Citizens may bring legal action against violators, 
but landlords are not liable. The ordinance will take 
effect Nov. 27.

Belmont
The law has been in effect since 2007. Smoking is 

banned in multi-unit residences with a common floor 
or ceiling and must be at least 20 feet from outdoor 
areas used primarily by children, including play and 
swimming areas. Smoking is prohibited 20 feet from 
any door, window or vent. Up to 10 percent of hotel 
and motel rooms can be smoking rooms if 90 percent 
of rooms are designated nonsmoking. Other areas, 
such as service and ticket lines are also non-smoking.

Designated smoking areas must not be more than 25 
percent of the outside property.

A 14-month phase-in from the effective date was 
implemented. Landlords who meet certain conditions 
in their lease agreements are not liable for tenants who 
violate the law. Smoking medical marijuana is permit-
ted as regulated by the California health and safety 
code.

Violations are infractions and are $100 each. Civ-
il actions are not less than $250 and not more than 
$1,000. Harassment and intimidation of persons who 
seek compliance is prohibited. 

— Sue Dremann

About the cover:
Photo illustration by Shannon 
Corey. 

Smoking ordinances at a glance

GET IN SHAPE
Bounce $19.00 
14 Day Start-up, Fitness Assessment
1 Training Session

Jump $39.00 
14 Day Start-up, Fitness Assessment
2 Training Sessions

Leap $59.00 
14 Day Start-up, Fitness Assessment
3 Training Sessions

2010

Over 65 Classes per week

MASSAGE NOW AVAILABLE

www.overtimefi tness.com

No long term contracts
All memberships are month to month 
Some restrictions apply

Smoking 
(continued from previous page)

For more information on 
smoking in apartments, see 
RentWatch on page 41.

What is your response to the issues 
raised in this article? Share your 
thoughts on Town Square, the Weekly’s 
online discussion forum, at Palo Alto 
Online.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

A dance 
      of birth and 

Japanese butoh troupe 
traces the circle of life 
in Bay Area premiere

A s artistic and executive director of Stanford 
Lively Arts, Jenny Bilfield regularly brings 
to town high-flying artists: top violinist 

Midori, for instance, or the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer John Adams.

Some days are more down-to-eJ21
arth. Like when she worked with her technical di-

rector recently to choose the right kind of sand.
The Japanese butoh dance troupe Sankai Juku is 

performing at Stanford University on Nov. 9, and its 
work “Tobari” calls for covering much of the Memori-
al Auditorium stage in sand. Bilfield and the director 
weighed (literally) a few possibilities, and ultimately 
chose a sand that was lighter and that would catch 
the light nicely.

Now, in an interview, Bilfield laughs. “What do we 
do the day after with the sand?”

It’s all in a day’s work, and all part of helping an 
artist create a specific vision on a local stage. The 
vision of “Tobari” is that of Ushio Amagatsu, who 
founded Sankai Juku in 1975 and is still artistic direc-
tor, choreographer and designer, as well as a dancer 
with the company.

Butoh, often translated as “dark soul dance,” is 
an avant-garde dance art form that came into being 
in Japan after World War II, when the country was 
struggling with defeat, occupation and westerniza-
tion, former New York Newsday dance critic Janice 
Berman wrote in the Lively Arts program notes.

by Rebecca Wallace (continued on next page)

rebirth

Sankai Juku danc-
ers perform the work 

“Tobari.”
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Manjul S. Dixit, MD, FAAAAI has moved her practice from Menlo Medical 
Clinic to Atherton Square.  

Convenient hours 12 pm-8pm and ample parking.

 

Please visit our website @ www.AthertonAllergists.com

 
 

www.AthertonAllergists.com

Manjul E. Dixit, MD

For peace of mind, call (650) 289-5405 
or visit us online at AvenidasVillage.org.

Seniors: Help is just a phone call away!

Home safety 
checkup

Medical 
advocacy

Legal 
referrals

Emergency 
preparedness 

review

24/7 support 
for every need

Network of 
trusted vendors

Transportation 
assistance

Reassuring 
check-in calls

Your life, your way, in your home

Describing Sankai Juku, Berman 
wrote: “From the start, it was mys-
terious and astounding and enig-
matic in a new way. It was provoc-
ative, angry, stunningly beautiful, 
cosmically jolly, and sometimes 
a little goofy. It was dedicated to 
Amagatsu’s own philosophies, and 
it still is.”

Stagecraft and symbolism are 
main ingredients in Sankai Juku’s 
very stylized art form. The dancers 
are often costumed to look alike, 
with shaved heads and pale makeup. 
All are men. Every move is deliber-
ate, whether rapid or dreamlike.

In the evening-length work “To-
bari,” which Amagatsu translates as 
“a border between day and night,” 
the stage holds the sand, a large 
glossy black oval over which the 
dancers move, and a starry back-
drop. In the piece, subtitled “As if in 
an inexhaustible flux,” eight dancers 
move through seven movements il-
lustrating cycles of birth and death, 
and rebirth. Music is by Takashi 
Kako, Yas-Kaz and Yoichiro Yo-
shikawathe.

Amagatsu is known for his 
themes of universality, and here 
the sand might be seen as the dust 
we all come from, and all return to. 
It’s also something that each dancer 
makes his own unique imprint on.

This reflects two main concepts in 
“Tobari.” In a translated interview 
provided by Lively Arts, Amagatsu 
said his work delves into the ideas 
that “our individual life is limited 
and discontinuous, but life itself has 
long continuity, and thus I think that 
we possess both eternity and imper-
manence within us.”

Though “Tobari” is episodic, 
Amagatsu said he structured the 
work with no black-outs between the 
scenes, “because I wanted to unfold 
this piece with sense of speed and 
accumulation.”

In a YouTube clip of the dancers 
performing “Tobari,” one section 
has the men walking slowly around 
the shiny black oval, their arms 
moving like trees in the wind. They 
speed up as the drama of the mu-

sic heightens. In another moment, 
four dancers lie on the oval, knees 
slightly raised, the gentle curves of 
their legs mirroring each other.

This is the Bay Area premiere 
for “Tobari,” a 2008 work that was 
first seen at the Théâtre de la Ville 
in Paris. After the Stanford perfor-
mance, Sankai Juku is scheduled to 
bring its work “Hikibi” to the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts in San 
Francisco.

The troupe tours widely, and 
Jenny Bilfield has seen it perform 
several times. The first was about 20 
years ago in New York, she recalls.

“I’d never seen dance that was so 
stark and so slow,” she said, not-
ing that the dance has “a ritualistic 
quality to it.”

She added: “It’s almost a sculp-
tural dance, and ... you can feel time 
passing very slowly. It sharpens your 
perception as a viewer.”

Looking at the Lively Arts season 
as a whole, Bilfield said she thought 
Sankai Juku would provide an “in-
teresting counterpoint,” dance-wise, 
with the Stanford performance by 
Rennie Harris Puremovement on 
Jan. 22. Harris is a Philadelphia 
hip-hop choreographer and dancer 
whose work has been described as 
“explosive.”

And, just before Sankai Juku per-
forms on Nov. 9 in Memorial Audi-
torium, Lively Arts is bringing the 
Balinese music, theater and dance 
ensemble Gamelan Çudamani to 
the same venue on Nov. 7. Instead 
of the stark lines of butoh dance, the 
theater will be filled with gold and 
brocade costumes, bright makeup, 
and gongs and bells. 

What: The Japanese butoh dance 
troupe Sankai Juku performs its 
evening-length work “Tobari.”

Where: Memorial Auditorium, Stan-
ford University

When: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9

Cost: Tickets are $28-$68 for adults 
and $10 for Stanford students, with 
other discounts available for people 
under 18, groups and other students.

Info: For more information and details 
about the Stanford Lively Arts season, 
go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or call 
650-725-ARTS.

(continued from previous page)

Emotion runs high 
in a performance 
of “Tobari.”

C
ourtesy of S

tanford Lively Arts
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Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Thursday, November 4 - 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Registration and light dinner at 6:15pm
Harrell Remodeling Design Center, Mountain View

Saturday, November 6 - 10:00am to 12:00pm
Keplers Bookstore, Menlo Park
To register for this class or to see a complete list of our 2010 Monthly 
Workshop Series, please visit us at: www.harrell-remodeling.com

#10 Monthly Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
For homeowners interested in learning more about how to 
approach a remodeling project, these interactive workshops 
promise to be informative and fun!  Planning ahead will 
ensure a successful project!

n  Discover the designers tricks of the trade and explore your 
color courage! Change a room’s “look” in a day!

n  Learn about budgets, permits, types of contracts and why 
upfront  communication is key in the remodeling process.

n  Hear about design guidelines, storage, trends, technology and 
remodeling case studies.

n  Choices in appliances, cabinets, counters, lighting and more…

We never forget it’s your home.®

License: B479799
Our Design Center  
is 85% solar powered

 HELLER IMMIGRATION LAW GROUP
Employment-based, Family/Marriage & Investor Visas

650.424.1900  greencard1.com heller@greencard1.com

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certifi cation  EB1/NIW Self-Petitions

Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits 
Engineers, IT/Computer fi elds, Scientists/Researchers

HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients
Free Attorney Consult!

S ome neighbors may keep 
their porch lights off, but lo-
cal ghosts, goblins and Disney 

princesses need not despair.
This weekend, the Palo Alto area 

has several other spots for trick-
or-treating and other Halloween 
festivities, including a garden man-
sion, downtown shops and a zoo. 
Music and dance events may draw 
in adults as well. 

Below are some local options. 
(Note: Palo Alto’s Fairmeadow El-
ementary School is not holding its 
annual haunted house this year; a 
staffer said the event had become 
too time-consuming.)

The Gamble Garden Halloween 
Haunted House happens in the gar-
den mansion at 1431 Waverley St. in 
Palo Alto from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Oct. 
29. The event is aimed at kids ages 
4 to 10 (with adults), and includes 
trick-or-treating and games. Ad-
mission is $15 general and $10 for 
members. Call 650-329-1356, ext. 
201, or go to gamblegarden.org.

A “Witches’ Delight Carnival” 
runs from 3 to 8 p.m. Oct. 29 with 
carnival rides, a cake walk, games, 
an obstacle course and a costume 
contest. The event is at Santa Rita 
Elementary School, 700 Los Altos 
Ave., Los Altos. Admission is free, 
with tickets for games and other 
things $1. Go to santaritaschool.
org/events/witches.html.

The funny-spooky animated 
film “Wallace and Gromit: The 
Curse of the Were-Rabbit” will 
be shown at 7 p.m. Oct. 29 at the 
Atherton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel 
Station Lane. The event is free, with 
refreshments. Call 650-328-2422 or 
go to smcl.org.

Halloween Game Day is at 3 
p.m. Oct. 29 at the Palo Alto Chil-
dren’s Library, 1276 Harriet St.; 
and the Mitchell Park Library, 4050 
Middlefield Road. Board games and 
costumes are featured at this free 
event for kids ages 5 and up. Go to 
cityofpaloalto.org.

The Palo Alto Junior Museum 
& Zoo hosts its Halloween Zoo 
Night from 6 to 8 p.m. Oct. 29 at 
1451 Middlefield Road. The event is 
for members at the $100-plus level; 
there is no ticket price. A costume 
contest, guest animals, dinner, 
drinks and dessert are part of the 
evening. Go to friendsjmz.org.

Pipe organist James Welch plays 
his annual  Halloween concert, 
with “spooky and humorous organ 
music” including Bach’s Toccata and 
Fugue in D Minor and a jazz piece 
by Parisian organist Jean Berveiller. 
Costumes should be plentiful at the 
event, which starts at 8 p.m. Oct. 
30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 

600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Tick-
ets are $10. Call 650-856-9700 or 
go to welchorganist.com.

Costumes mix with country 
dance at the 30th Annual Hal-
loween Costume Contra Dance 
Ball, set for 8 to 11 p.m. Oct. 30 at 
the Palo Alto Masonic Center, 461 
Florence St. “Ghost callers” and a 
live band are planned at the Bay 
Area Country Dance Society event. 
Admission is $12 general, $10 for 
members, and $6 for students. Go 
to www.bacds.org/series/contra/
palo_alto/.

Palo Alto’s second annual Day 
of the Dead Community Celebra-
tion, on Oct. 30, starts with 1 p.m. 
storytime at the Children’s Library, 
1276 Harriet St.; and continues with 
altar-making for departed pets and 
endangered species at the Junior 
Museum and Zoo from 1:30 to 4 
p.m., 1451 Middlefield Road. The 
Art Center will host art activities 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and music and 
dance performances from 4 to 5 
p.m. All events are free. Call 650-
329-2366 or go to cityofpaloalto.
org/artcenter.

The city of Menlo Park kicks off 
its Halloween Hoopla Parade at 
11:45 a.m. Oct. 30. The parade goes 
from Burgess Recreation Center at 
701 Laurel St. to Fremont Park, 
Santa Cruz Avenue at University 
Drive. After the parade, kids can 
trick-or-treat at participating down-
town businesses, and do arts and 
crafts in Fremont Park. Events are 
free. Call 650-330-2200 or go to 
menlopark.org.

Halloween Story Time at Ke-
pler’s Books happens at 11:30 a.m. 
Oct. 31, 1010 El Camino Real, Men-
lo Park. The free event features “Ol-
lie’s Halloween” by Olivier Dunrea 
and “The Curious Little Witch” by 
Lieve Baeten. Call 650-324-4321 or 
go to keplers.com.

Several businesses along Palo 
Alto’s California Avenue (those 
with orange fliers) will offer free 
trick-or-treating for kids under 10 
from noon to 4 p.m. Oct. 31. Blos-
som Birth at 299 S. California Ave. 
hosts a carnival with games, a bake 
sale and other events. Games and 
baked goods cost one to two $1 
tickets each. Go to blossombirth.
org.

The Stanford Wind Ensemble 
and the Stanford Symphony Or-
chestra present a “chilling evening 
of works” in a Halloween concert
at 8 p.m. Oct. 31 in Stanford’s Din-
kelspiel Auditorium. Tickets are 
$10 general, $9 for seniors, and $5 
for students (free for Stanford stu-
dents). Call 650-723-2720 or go to 
music.stanford.edu. 

Support Local Business

Time for 
treats

Local Halloween events include 
carnivals, concerts and costumes

by Rebecca Wallace
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Worth a Look
Healthy Female Volunteers Needed 

Stanford University Study on 

Skin Aging and Gene Function 
 

Requirements: 
 

 Women age 18 or older 

 If exposed to sun, skin burns easily and never or rarely tans 

 Willing to provide 2 small skin samples: in front of the earlobe 

and on the inside of the upper arm 

 Willing to give a few teaspoons of blood 

 Not pregnant or nursing 

 No use of daily dietary supplements or vitamins for the past 

month 

 No use of over the counter anti-aging creams more than once 

a week in the past month 

 Nonsmoker 

CALL (650) 721-7158, ask for Hoa 

Or email us at: derm.stanford@gmail.com 
Compensation: $100.00 for completion of study 

 
Stanford Dermatology 

450 Broadway, MC5334 
Stanford, CA 94063 

 

 (For general information regarding questions, concerns, or complaints about research, research related injury, or 
the rights of research participants, please call (650) 723-5244 or toll-free 1-866-680-2906, or write to the 
Administrative Panel on Human Subjects in Medical Research, Administrative Panels Office, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA 94305-5401.)  

 

Music
CSMA concert series

Faculty members and guest artists 
will mingle their sounds and styles 
in a concert series at the Community 
School of Music and Arts.

The free concerts begin Nov. 3 
with the 7 p.m. concert “Flute & 
Harp Melodies from Around the 
World,” featuring flutist Dawn 
Walker and Sarah Voynow on harp, 
and music by Debussy and Bach.

The Nov. 5 concert, scheduled 
for 7 p.m., features the Dominick 
Argento work “Letters from Com-
posers,” in which the words were 
inspired by missives sent by Chopin 
and others. Performers are soprano 
Jin-Hee Kim, guitarist Adam Rosz-
kiewicz, French horn player Daniel 
Wood, pianist Liz Poole and Chin-
Fei Chang on flute and piano.

Lastly, violinist Anthony Doheny 
and pianist Nicholas Isaacs will play 
duos by Bach, de Falla and Grieg at 
5 p.m. on Nov. 7.

The school is at 230 San Antonio 
Circle in Mountain View. Call 650-
917-6800 or go to arts4all.org.

Photos
Cuba exhibition 
 In September, Foothill College 
professor Ron Herman took 18 
photographers on a trip to Cuba for 
a research and cultural exchange 
with 18 Cuban photographers. They 
checked out each others’ portfolios 
and exhibited their work.

Starting Nov. 1, the fruits of the 
collaboration go public with the ex-
hibit “Cuba: From Inside and Out.” 
Images from all of the photographers 
show pieces of Cuban life.

The show is at the Krause Center 
for Innovation at Foothill College, 
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos 
Hills, through Dec. 6. An opening 
reception is set for Nov. 4 from 5 to 
7 p.m., and the center is open week-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more, go to cubainsideout 
photo.wordpress.com.

“Take the next step!”

Palo Alto Soccer Club

Boys and Girls born between 8/1/97 to 7/31/02
(Ages 8 to 13 ½)

Join our Under 10 to Under 14 Teams for 2011
 

YDP will be forming U8/U9 Teams in Winter
Please see our website for more information:

 www.pasoccerclub.org

“Take the next step!”

CYSA/NorCal

Team Affilia te

Sarah Voynow will perform Nov. 3 at the Community School of Music and Arts in Mountain View.
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Conviction 

(Century 16, Century 20) Eight foster homes as a 
child. Single motherhood. Lower-middle-class unem-
ployment. Life wasn’t exactly peaches and cream for 
Betty Anne Waters, according to the “based on a true 
story” film “Conviction.” 

But when her brother Kenny fails to beat a murder 
rap, Waters doesn’t look back; instead, she embarks 
on a two-decade quest to prove Kenny’s innocence. 
To succeed, the high-school dropout will have to get 
her GED, earn her BA, graduate law school, and pass 
the bar exam. And all that’s merely prelude to fac-
ing the corruption and bureaucracy endemic to the 
Massachusetts institutions that arrested Kenny and 
sentenced him to life without parole. This is a job for 
... Oscar-winning actress Hilary Swank!

Or, rather, playing Betty Anne is a job for Swank, 
who summons up the proper obsessive tenacity. The 
mountains of research paperwork mined by screen-
writer Pamela Gray must have made it easier for her 
to identify with her hero, though “Conviction” isn’t 
all dogged procedure. We get a strong sense for the 
familial love that makes Betty Anne’s actions un-
derstandable. In Betty Anne’s and Kenny’s troubled 
youth, it was always them against the world, and little 
sis determines to reward her brother’s care. As played 
by the perpetually undervalued Sam Rockwell, the 
roguish Kenny is no angel. But seeing the live wire 
slowly ebb away in prison renews Betty Anne’s de-
termination.

“Conviction” belongs to that same “love and re-
search” genre once owned by Susan Sarandon (think 
“Dead Man Walking” and “Lorenzo’s Oil”). Increas-
ingly, Betty Anne must rely on emotional appeals to 
get what she needs, and the movie takes a lesson from 
her. Directed with smooth professionalism by actor 
Tony Goldwyn, the film effectively hits the emotional 
beats of the process’ lows and highs. Principal among 
the “lows” is the rockiness (and erosion) of Betty 
Anne’s relationship with her two sons.

Among the highs: arousing the interest of celebrity 
lawyer Barry Sheck. Though remembered by many 
as one of O.J. Simpson’s high-profile defense attor-
neys, Sheck also co-founded the Innocence Project, a 
nonprofit dedicated to overturning wrongful convic-
tions using DNA evidence. It’s something of a hoot to 
see Peter Gallagher as Sheck, but the film’s liveliest 
performance may be that of Juliette Lewis, perfectly 
seedy as the wary woman who may agree to recant 
testimony from Kenny’s trial. Minnie Driver also 
proves a welcome presence, as friend, unofficial sup-
port staffer and co-worker (when Betty Anne takes a 
job as a barmaid).

“Conviction” may not much tease the intellect, but 
one would have to be a rock to be unmoved by the 
true story’s dramatic arc, well played by Swank and 
Rockwell. It’s understandable that the filmmakers 
would leave out the inconvenient detail that the real 
Kenneth Waters died in an accident just months after 
the events depicted in the film. Still, there’s inspira-
tion to be had in the remarkable sacrifices and endur-
ance of the Waters siblings.

 Rated R for language and some violent images. 
One hour, 47 minutes.

 — Peter Canavese  
 

The Girl Who Kicked The Hornet’s 
Nest 

(Guild) Lisbeth Salander, the girl with the dragon 
tattoo, the girl who played with fire, doesn’t literally 
kick any nests, hornet or otherwise, in this last install-
ment of Stieg Larsson’s Millennium trilogy. In fact, 
Lisbeth, again played by Noomi Rapace, spends the 
first half or more of the film in a hospital bed.

Though the target of various vicious killers, Lisbeth 
is not as much the center of this film as is investigative 
journalist Mikael Blomkvist (Michael Nyqvist). After 
a violent pre-credits sequence, the action becomes 
more political than physical. Mikael, together with 
his editor and occasional lover Erika Berger (Lena 
Endre) and the rest of the staff of “Millennium,” their 
monthly magazine, digs deep to get the goods on the 
corrupt government officials and shrinks who put 
Lisbeth into a mental hospital at age 12.

“Hornet’s Nest” fortunately omits some of the 
novel’s twists and subplots, including romantic ones. 
There are fewer meetings among similar-looking el-
derly men whose names all seem to end in qvist or 
son; we’re spared the complications, both romantic 
and career-related, of Erika Berger’s life. All this 
makes the film easier to follow, especially for new-
comers to the franchise. I’m not one of these, but the 
friend who attended the screening with me had no 
trouble dealing with the large cast and intricate ac-
tion.

The villains are members of The Section, a secret 
subset of Sweden’s Security Services: the psychiatrist 
Teleborian (Anders Ahlbom Rosendahl), and the gi-
gantic blond thug Ronald Niedermann (Mikael Spre-
itz). It’s not primarily personal nastiness that “Hor-
net’s Nest” deals with, though there’s plenty of that 
too, especially in the figure of Lisbeth’s vile father. 
It’s pure evil, politically grounded and deeply seated 
in Sweden’s government. And here we thought those 
handsome Swedes were preoccupied with building 
Volvos and spreading IKEA.

This Sweden is solemn and wintry, though the 
interiors, even Lisbeth’s brightly painted and nicely 
decorated hospital room, are welcoming.

Both director Daniel Alfredson and screenwriter 
Ulf Rydberg keep the action galloping along for all 
148 minutes. But the star, again, is the remarkable 
Noomi Rapace, whose eyes, even when she’s unable 
(or, more often, unwilling) to speak, speak volumes. 
And now, since the series is complete, we’ll never 
know why Lisbeth Salander got that immense dragon 
tattoo.

Rated R for strong violence, some sexual material 
and brief language. Two hours, 28 minutes.

 — Renata Polt

OPENINGS

EXPERIENCE THE
EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF

ONE WOMAN’S 18-YEAR STRUGGLE
TO SET HER BROTHER FREE

AMC 
AMC CUPERTINO SQUARE 16
Cupertino  (888) AMC-4FUN

AMC 
MERCADO 20
Santa Clara  (888) AMC-4FUN

CAMERA CINEMAS 
CAMERA 7 PRUNEYARD
Campbell  (408) 559-6900

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 20 OAKRIDGE 
San Jose  (800) FANDANGO 972#

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN
Redwood City  (800) FANDANGO 990#

CNEMARK
CINÉARTS@CINEMAS 16
Mountain View  (800) FANDANGO 910#

CINEMARK
CINÉARTS AT 
SANTANA ROW
San Jose  (800) FANDANGO 983#

CALL THEATRE OR CHECK 
DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES

“ ”

“AN UNDENIABLY POWERFUL
FILM ABOUT FAMILY LOVE.

Its impact cannot easily be shaken.”

NOW PLAYING

Hereafter 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Three charac-
ters in different parts of the world are 
united by death. A devastating tsunami 
leaves famed French journalist Marie 
LeLay (Cecile de France) with remarkable 
glimpses of the afterlife; soft-spoken Brit-
ish lad Marcus (played by real-life identi-
cal twins Frankie and George McLaren) 
struggles with the untimely death of his 
twin brother Jason; and San Franciscan 
George Lonegan (Matt Damon) has an 
uncanny ability to communicate with the 
deceased — whether he likes it or not. 

And the lives of these three individuals 
seem fated to intertwine. Rated PG-13 
for mature thematic elements including 
disturbing disaster and accident images, 
and for brief strong language. 2 hours, 6 
minutes. - T.H. (Reviewed Oct. 22, 2010)

Inside Job 1/2
(CineArts) Sometimes a good documen-
tary is one for the history books. “Inside 
Job” — written, produced and directed by 
Charles Ferguson — may end up being 
that sort of film. The wounds recounted 
may be too fresh just now for “Inside 
Job” to be broadly appreciated, but it’s 
a cogent synthesis of the factors leading 
to, defining and resulting from the global 
economic crisis of the last couple of 
years. Even the most casual observers of 

the economic crisis will have to consider 
much of “Inside Job” to be old news, but 
Ferguson delivers it doggedly and without 
succumbing to blatant emotional appeal.  
Rated PG-13 for some drug and sex-relat-
ed material.  One hour, 49 minutes. - P.C. 
(Reviewed Oct. 22, 2010)

Never Let Me Go 
(Aquarius) Kazuo Ishiguro’s dystopian, al-
ternate-universe science-fiction melodra-
ma gets a rendering from director Mark 
Romanek that’s austere to a fault. The 
approach bonds the viewer to the leading 
characters, who grow up confused and 
frustrated in the vaguely sinister Hailsham 
House boarding school. Three youngsters 
compose a love triangle: shyly emotive 
Kathy (Izzy Meikle-Small), brashly confi-

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Alpha and Omega (PG)  Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:35, 3:50, 6, 8:15 & 10:25 
(Not Reviewed)  p.m.   

Black Angel (1946)  Stanford Theatre: Thu. at 6 & 9:10 p.m.   

The Cat and the Canary  Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. 
(1939)  also at 4:45 p.m.   

Charlie Chan at the  Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 6:10 & 8:50 p.m.   
Opera (1936) 

Conviction (R)   Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.   

Due Date (R)  Century 16: Thu. at 12:01 a.m.   Century 20: Thu. at 
(Not Reviewed)  12:01 a.m.   

Easy A (PG-13)  Century 20: 12:25, 2:45, 5:10, 7:30 & 9:50 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)  

The Girl Who Kicked the Guild Theatre: 1:45, 5 & 8:15 p.m.    
Hornet’s Nest (R) 

Hereafter (PG-13)  Century 16: 11 a.m.; 12:30, 2, 3:35, 5:05, 7, 8:25 & 
1/2   10:30 p.m.  Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 12:50, 2:30, 4, 

5:25, 7, 8:30 & 10 p.m.   

Inside Job (PG-13)  Palo Alto Square: 1:55, 4:40 & 7:20 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 
1/2  also at 9:55 p.m.   

Jackass 3 (R) Century 16: In 3D at noon, 2:20, 5, 8 & 10:35 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)   Century 20: In 3D at 1:05, 2:35, 3:30, 5:50, 7:10, 8:15 

& 10:40 p.m.   

Leaving (Not Rated)  Aquarius Theatre: 2:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m.    
(Not Reviewed)

Legend of the Guardians:  Century 16: In 3D at 11:05 a.m.; 1:30, 3:55, 6:40 &  
The Owls of Ga’Hoole  9:05 p.m.   Century 20: In 3D at 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:20, 
(PG) (Not Reviewed)  6:50 & 9:15 p.m.   

Life As We Know It Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:15 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  

Megamind (PG)  Century 16: In 3D Thu. at 12:01 a.m.   Century 20: In 
(Not Reviewed)  3D Thu. at 12:01 a.m.   

Ministry of Fear (1944)  Stanford Theatre: Thu. at 7:30 p.m.   

Never Let Me Go (R)  Aquarius Theatre: 4:30 & 9:15 p.m.   

Nowhere Boy (R)  Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:10, 4:40, 7:50 & 10:15 p.m.   

Paranormal Activity 2 Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 12:25, 1:45, 2:45, 4:20, 5:20, 
(R) (Not Reviewed)  7:10, 8:05, 9:50 & 10:40 p.m.   Century 20: 11:35 a.m.;  
  12:15, 1, 1:50, 3:20, 4:10, 4:55, 5:40, 6:35, 8:05, 9, 9:45 

& 10:30 p.m.   

Pickup on South Street Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.    
(1953)

Race Across the Sky Century 16: Thu. at 8:30 p.m.   Century 20: Thu. at 
2010 (PG) (Not Reviewed) 8:30 p.m.   

Red (PG-13)   Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 12:30, 1:55, 3:15, 4:35, 5:50, 
7:30, 9 & 10:10 p.m.   Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 12:55, 
2:20, 3:40, 5:15, 6:30, 8, 9:20 & 10:35 p.m.   

Saw: The Final Chapter Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:15, 3:30, 5:45, 8:10 & 10:30  
(R) (Not Reviewed)   p.m.   Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 12:45, 1:45, 3:05, 4:15, 

5:30, 6:40, 7:55, 9:10 & 10:20 p.m.   

Secretariat (PG) 1/2  Century 16: 12:05, 3:20, 6:50 & 9:55 p.m.   Century 
20: 11:15 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.   

The Social Network Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 2:25, 3:50, 5:15, 7:05, 
(PG-13) 1/2   8:20 & 10 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2:10, 5, 7:50 & 

10:40 p.m.   

Stone (R) 1/2  Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:05 & 4:45 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. 
also at 7:40 & 10:25 p.m.   

The Town (R) 1/2  Century 16: 12:20, 3:40, 7:20 & 10:20 p.m.   Century 
20: 1:25, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:55 p.m.   

Waiting for Superman Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25 & 5:05 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. 
(PG) (Not Reviewed)  also at 7:45 & 10:20 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: 1:45,   
 4:30 & 7:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 9:50 p.m.   

Where the Sidewalk Ends  Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 5:45 & 9 p.m.    
(1950)

You Will Meet a Tall Dark Aquarius Theatre: 2:15 & 7 p.m. 
Stranger (R) 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

Fri & Sat Only 10/29-30:
 Inside Job  1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55
 Waiting for Superman  1:45, 4:30, 7:15. 9:50

Sun-Thurs 10/31-11/4:
 Inside Job  1:55, 4:40, 7:20
 Waiting for Superman  1:45, 4:30. 7:15 

WWW.IFCFILMS.COM

(PART I R )
LEAVING
STARTS FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 29TH

LANDMARK THEATRES
AQUARIUS THEATRE
430 EMERSON STREET
PALO ALTO, (650) 266-9260

’’A WINNER.
ACHINGLY
PASSIONATE.
IT’S THE DEFINITION
OF AN AMOUR FOU.’’
-Marshall Fine, HUFFINGTON POST

’’GUARANTEED
TO LEAVE
YOU STUNNED.’’
-Rex Reed, NEW YORK OBSERVER

’’UNDENIABLY 
POWERFUL...
KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS 
SWEEPS YOU INTO THE FILM.’’
-Moira MacDonald, SEATTLE TIMES

dent Ruth (Ella Purnell) and sensitive loner 
Tommy (Charlie Rowe), the boy in whom 
both girls develop an interest. When the 
students move out of the school and into 
their adult roles, Kathy (Carey Mulligan), 
Ruth (Keira Knightley) and Tommy (An-
drew Garfield) have developed physically 
but made little emotional progress. Unfair 
laws, a sheltered upbringing and, yet 
more disturbing, the sense of self-limita-
tion inculcated from a young age socially 
cripples the trio, but they work to justify 
their lives as meaningful, if only on their 
own terms.  Rated R for some sexuality 
and nudity. One hour, 44 minutes. - P.C. 

(Reviewed Oct. 1 2010)

Nowhere Boy 
(Century 16) Spanning 1955 to 1960, the 
story kicks off with John Lennon (Aaron 
Johnson) losing his beloved Uncle George 
(David Threlfall) and facing life alone with 
his somewhat priggish Aunt Mimi (Kristin 
Scott Thomas). The familial shift prompts 
the teenage Lennon to reconnect with his 
affectionate but erratic mother Julia (Anne 
Marie-Duff of “The Last Station”). Some-
thing of a war of wills ensues between 
Mimi and Julia, with the attentions and 
loyalty of John at stake. When all is said 

and done, John will have faced the ugly 
truth about the splintering of his family a 
decade earlier, and experienced the fresh 
hell of another family tragedy. It isn’t all 
uncomfortable psychodrama for Lennon, 
who we see enthusiastically raising hell 
and even more enthusiastically embracing 
the cultural arrival of Elvis by adopting a 
new style and procuring a guitar. Rated 
R for language and a scene of sexuality. 
One hour, 38 minutes. - P.C. (Reviewed 
Oct. 15 2010) 

Red 
(Century 16, Century 20) “Red” stars 
Bruce Willis as Frank Moses, a retired CIA 
black ops agent with a fearsome reputa-
tion. Of course, news of Frank’s skills 
haven’t reached his suburban neighbors 
or Sarah Ross (Mary-Louise Parker), the 
Social Security office cubicle worker 
he’s taken to chatting up over the phone. 
Frank’s quiet life doesn’t last long: his 
plan to travel to Kansas City to meet up 
with Sarah hits a snag when armed com-
mandos attempt to kill him. For Sarah’s 
safety, he’ll have to abduct her and keep 
her in line while looking up old friends also 
classified as “RED”: “Retired — Extremely 
Dangerous.” Rated PG-13 for intense 
sequences of action violence and brief 
strong language. One hour, 51 minutes. - 
P.C. (Reviewed Oct. 15 2010)
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet 

(650) 494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

2008 Best Chinese

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $4.75

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 321-9388

151 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong – Menlo Park

Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

www.spalti.com

Pizzeria Venti  650-254-1120 

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View

www.MvPizzeriaVenti.com

Fresh, Chef Inspired Italian Food

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$6.95 to $10.95

Scott’s Seafood 323-1555

#1 Town & Country Village, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a week serving breakfast, 

lunch and dinner

Happy Hour 7 days a week 4-7 pm

Full Bar, Banquets, Outdoor Seating

www.scottsseafoodpa.com

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

3 Years in a Row, 2006-2007-2008

Siam Orchid  325-1994

496 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

The only organic Thai in Palo Alto

Free Delivery to Palo Alto/Stanford

4-6p.m. 25% off menu price M-F

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

of the week

2 0 1 0

PRIME CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF 
•

FRESH SEAFOOD & SHELLFISH
•

AWARD WINNING WINE LIST

1921 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto

650.321.6798

Visit Sundance 
The Steakhouse 

for the Best Steak
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Eating Out
L ike burritos, calzones or pot 

stickers, crêpes satisfy what 
would appear to be a near-

universal desire to sink one’s teeth 
into a melange of soft, saucy food-
stuffs enclosed in a carbohydrate-
based shell.

Among the planet’s array of 
similar culinary inventions, the 
French-born crêpe holds an ex-
ulted place. Think of its versatility. 
It can be savory or sweet, a main 
dish or dessert. It can be healthful 
and vegetarian or doused in liqueur 
and cream. It can be a cheap, take-
away snack from a curbside cart 
— embellished with only a pat of 
butter, some sugar and a squeeze of 
lemon — or it can bulge snootily 
with truffles and Gruyere at a fine 
restaurant.

Still, even the fanciest crêpe on 
the far side of the world can trace its 
lineage back to a humble street cor-
ner somewhere in Brittany. Crêpes 
are so appealing in their simplic-
ity and stand-alone goodness that 
they make the ideal, fuss-free street 
food: easy to make, fun to watch 
being prepared, unencumbered by 
too many condiments.

So when the Greek-born Tony 
Giakoumis decided five years ago 
to expand his 15-year-old crêpe 
business from the South Bay farm-
ers-market circuit to a storefront in 
Los Altos, he probably didn’t feel 
the need to amp up the accoutre-
ments. Crêpes with street cred don’t 
need no fancy silverware ... right?

Accordingly, The Crêpe Maker 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

The mixed-fruit crêpe has strawberries and pineapple, with a choice of chocolate or Nutella inside.

Crêpes with street cred
Go to The Crêpe Maker for the crepes,  

not the ambiance
by Monica Hayde Schreiber

M
ic

he
lle

 L
e

owner & chef de cuisine

La CucinaTM di Venti
AN AMERICAN TRATTORIA IN THE ITALIAN TRADITION™

Join us soon and experience the taste of Italia… right here in Mountain View. Bella Awdisho
 

—

buon appetito!

Experience the taste of Italia
from the 7 hills of Rome 

(continued on next page)
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Eating Out

ANATOLIAN KITCHENANATOLIAN KITCHEN
The Former Oaxacan Kitchen Is Now

2323 Birch Street, Palo Alto
(Between Cambridge and California)

(650) 853-9700
www.anatoliankitchenpaloalto.com

Modern 
Mediterranean 

Cuisine

We invite you to 
join us for one of our

open house events!

2011 Tours: Jan. 7, 11, 20 & 25
Special tours for our prospective kindergarten 

parents to see the school in action, visit classrooms, 
enjoy warm cookies and ask questions! Advance 

registration required. Contact admissions@harker.org.

Lower School

4300 Bucknall Rd., 

408.871.4600

www.harker.org K through Life ®

Middle School

3800 Blackford Ave., 

408.248.2510

Upper School

500 Saratoga Ave., 

408.249.2510

OPEN HOUSES 2010

admissionevents

GIFTED CHILDREN
Grades 6-8: Tues., Nov. 30, 9:30 – 11 a.m.
K-Grade 5: Wed., Dec. 1, 9 – 10:30 a.m.

Special, new events tailored for families of gifted 
children. Learn how Harker can help your child 

flourish! Advance registration required.
E-mail DanielleH@harker.org.

Halloween 
Parties = 

Buy Two Large Pizzas
Get $15 Off

Buy Four or More Large 
Pizzas - Get a FREE 
Large Catering Salad
Buy Any Large Pizza -
Get a FREE order of 

Garlic Bread

4115 El Camino Real
(Quarter mile North of East Charleston)

(650) 424-9400
www.pizzachicago.com

THE MORPHING OF CAL AVE. 
... A handful of businesses are 
changing hands in Palo Alto’s 
California Avenue business 
district. The first change is Ana-
tolian Kitchen, a new Mediter-
ranean restaurant that opened 
Oct. 8 at 2323 Birch St. in the 
former location of Oaxacan 
Kitchen, which had a two-year 
run. Turkish-born Dino Tekdemir, 
who co-owns Anatolian Kitchen 
with his brother and chef, Sa-
han, is the star of the show. His 
exuberance for his food and his 
appreciation for his customers 
cannot go unnoticed. “I’m here 
all the time, from opening to 
closing. This is my life,” said Tek-
demir, who stands at the door 
to greet people, then visits each 
table. His personal touches are 
featured throughout the small 

restaurant. Pointing to an assort-
ment of leather shoes tacked on 
to the wall, he said: “Those are 
special holiday shoes. Nearly 
100 years old.” Also adorning 
the walls are Kurdish rugs and 
handmade silver plates. “I used 
to polish these plates with a spe-
cial cloth when I was a child,” he 
said. Tekdemir’s pride is further 
evident in the food preparation 
in a tiny kitchen easily viewed by 
diners. “Everything is homemade 
here, from the dolmas to the 
bread to the Anatolian ravioli.”
The timing of the opening is im-
portant to those mourning the 
loss of a neighboring restaurant 
that also served Mediterranean 
cuisine. The restaurant portion 
of Illusions, the nightclub at 260 
California Ave., is now vacant. 
While the club remains open, 

the restaurant has been dark for 
about two months. Word is that 
the club is seeking another res-
taurant to occupy the space.

LUGGAGE OUT, CIGARS IN ... 
Another change on Cal Ave. is 
the loss of Seifer’s Leather at 
393 California Ave. The shoe, 
handbag and luggage-repair 
store is gone. A banner outside 
the shop announces that the site 
will become the “Cigar House.” 
Construction is currently going 
on to begin the transformation.

ANOTHER BISTRO ... The popu-
lar Bistro Elan at 448 California 
Ave. is expanding. It’s opening a 
second bistro around the corner 
in the former location of Primo 
Cleaners. The petite space at 
2383 Birch St. is expected to 
open in a few months, according 
to observers.

Heard a rumor about your 
favorite store or business? 
E-mail Daryl Savage at shop-
talk@paweekly.com. 

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

makes some good crêpes, but does 
not offer a very inviting place in 
which to enjoy them. The tables and 
chairs are mismatched and uncom-
fortable, grimy patio castoffs that 
look like they did some hard time on 
Craigslist. The plates, utensils and 
cups are plastic or Styrofoam. Water 
is available only in Lilliputian-size 
Dixie cups. Long and cavernous, the 
space itself feels more like a hallway 
than a restaurant.

Giakoumis has made some nice 
attempts to warm up the place, 
painting the walls a cheery yellow 
and hanging some black-and-white 
photos of France, but it all still feels 
pretty bleak. Try to nab one of the 
two outdoor tables or take your 
crêpe to go.

On the other hand, if you keep in 
mind The Crêpe Maker’s farmers-
market provenance and you tell 
yourself that you’re not really in a 
restaurant, per se, you’re actually or-
dering from a large, stationary crêpe 
cart, then it is possible to look past 
the depressing decor. And the even 
more depressing coffee and accom-
panying Mini Moos creamers. 

The Crêpe Maker offers about 
25 savory and sweet choices rang-

ing from $4 to $9, as well as a small 
selection of panini ($7.75) and sal-
ads ($6.95-$8.45). According to the 
counter man on duty one morning, 
the place “sometimes” offers buck-
wheat crêpes, but on the two occa-
sions I was there, only flour-based 
were available. I normally prefer 
the heartier buckwheat shell for my 
savory crêpes, but no matter. The 
savory vegetarian crêpe ($9) was 
outstanding. It was filled to bursting 
with feta, sundried and fresh toma-
toes, artichoke hearts and spinach. 

We also enjoyed the Grand Marni-
er ($9), which benefited from a lib-
eral shot of the liqueur; sweet, ripe 
strawberries; and a drizzle of choco-
late. I was hoping for a dollop of real 
whipped cream as opposed to the 
canned stuff, but I’ll take whipped 
cream any way I can get it. The 
mixed berry ($9) also arrived with 
a hefty helping of ripe blackberries, 
strawberries and raspberries. The 
ham, cheese and tomato crêpe ($7) 
was fine, but less impressive than 
the others. A too-heavy hand with 
the mild cheddar made for a goopy 
experience. 

The crêpes here are on the large 
side, plenty for a breakfast or lunch. 
Some, like the chicken-mushroom 

The Crepe Maker
280 Main St., Los Altos
650-941-8444
Open 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Tue.-
Thu.; 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
weekends.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Alcohol

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair 
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor 
seating

Noise level:
Low to 
medium

Bathroom 
Cleanliness:
N/A

and turkey-avocado ($9 each), are 
large enough for two to share if nei-
ther of you is too hungry. 

I stopped in one day for a chick-
en panino ($7.75) and enjoyed it as 
much as the crêpes. A nice-sized 
marinated chicken breast sandwich, 
dressed up with sundried tomatoes 
and Swiss cheese, was paired with 
a small green salad and made for a 
very satisfying lunch.

In preparing this write-up, I vac-
illated on whether to implore The 
Crêpe Maker to reconsider using 
only disposable plates, utensils and 
cups, not only in the name of what-
ever landfill Los Altos uses, but be-
cause food simply tastes better when 
served with silverware that you’re 
not afraid will snap in two.

I know that The Crêpe Maker has 
a 15-year history of selling crêpes on 
the street, and I wouldn’t expect real 
silverware at, say, a fast-food restau-
rant. But even if you squint and pre-
tend, 280 Main St. is not a cart.

Softening some of the streetwise 
edges (and providing some com-
fortable seating, good coffee in real 
mugs, and maybe even an answer-
ing machine so callers can find out 
when the place is open) would seem 
to be relatively simple upgrades that 
could take The Crêpe Maker to the 
next level.

Meanwhile, though, we’ll just en-
joy the crêpes.

(continued from previous page)
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Sports
Shorts

1ST PLACE
BEST SPORTS

COVERAGE
California Newspaper Publishers Association

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Or-

egon, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College football: Stanford at Washing-

ton, 4 p.m., Versus network; XTRA (860 
AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Sunday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Or-

egon St., 1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Ryan Whalen (8) is congratulated by Coby Fleener after catching an 11-yard TD pass in a 38-28 
Pac-10 victory over Washington State last weekend. The Cardinal is at Washington on Saturday.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

D
on Feria/stanfordphoto.com

Whalen catches 
on as receiver 

and team leader
Former walk-on has made the most 
of his talent and time with Cardinal

by Rick Eymer

R yan Whalen was never meant to be in this po-
sition. He was a walk-on out of Monte Vista 
High in Danville, for goodness sakes, and had 

to work extra hard just to get some attention.
The senior receiver, however, has become the clas-

sic definition of a possession receiver (think Dwight 
Clark when he was with the 49ers) and is now indis-
pensable to 13th-ranked Stanford’s prospects on the 
football field.

From his humble beginnings Whalen has trans-
formed into a team leader, the guy people look to 
when the going gets a little ragged. Even as he missed 
two games with a dislocated left elbow, he turned into 
the team’s biggest cheerleader.

Restricted to special teams’ duty as a freshman, he 
worked his way onto the depth chart by the season 
finale. Mark Bradford, Richard Sherman and Evan 
Moore dominated the receiving statistics. Doug Bald-
win and Whalen were backups.

Whalen now has led the team in receiving each of 
the past two years, though two games on the bench 
has him behind Baldwin, Stepfan Taylor and tied with 
Chris Owusu.

Entering this Saturday’s Pac-10 game at Washing-
ton (2-2, 3-4) that kicks off at 4 p.m., Whalen has 
caught 116 career passes for 1,647 yards and eight 
touchdowns, three coming in his first five games this 
season. He had a TD reception in last week’s 38-28 
conference win over Washington State.

Whalen is an unlikely candidate for stardom, but 
that’s what they said about Troy Walters when Tyrone 
Willingham brought him to Stanford when no one else 
recruited him.

As a senior, Walters won the Fred Biletnikoff Award 
as college football’s best wide receiver. He finished 
his Stanford career with 244 catches and over 3,900 
yards, both school records.

(continued on page 32)

Gunn’s Erin Robinson (left) and Kieran Gallagher 
finished 1-4 at the City Championships on Tuesday.

Keith Peters

PREP CROSS COUNTRYPREP FOOTBALL

Palo Alto can
wrap up title

on homecoming
by Keith Peters

A homecoming game and dance are on 
tap for the Palo Alto High football team 
this weekend, and there may be more to 

celebrate than just that.
If all goes according to plan, the Vikings 

will have a SCVAL De Anza Division cham-
pionship to add to the list of celebrations.

All Palo Alto needs to do is defeat visiting 
Homestead on Friday night (7:30 p.m.) while 
Wilcox defeats Saratoga.

“Sounds good to me,” said Paly coach Earl 
Hansen.

Palo Alto probably figured it would have to 
wait until the final game of the regular sea-
son to successfully defend its division crown. 
Thanks to Saratoga’s 21-17 upset of Los Gatos 
last Friday, the door was opened for an earlier 
clinching.

Palo Alto takes a 4-0 division mark (7-0 
overall) into Friday’s game against Home-
stead (2-1, 6-1). Saratoga is 2-1 in league 
(5-2) overall. A win by the Vikings will give 

Gunn girls hope
for run of good
luck at league

by Keith Peters

T he Gunn girls’ cross-country team fin-
ished second at last year’s SCVAL El 
Camino Division championships and 

Titans’ coach Ernie Lee would not be sur-
prised to see his team finish there again when 
the league meet is held Tuesday at Crystal 
Springs in Belmont.

“Mountain View is clearly stronger than 
us,” Lee said of the defending champion. 
“They have seven girls faster than our fifth. 
Mountain View’s depth makes the differ-
ence.”

Mountain View defeated Gunn, 27-61, last 
season with all five of its runners finishing in 
the top nine while the Titans had only three 
among the top 15.

Gunn returns two of those finishers — se-
nior Erin Robinson and junior Kieran Gal-
lagher — and has a strong supporting cast 
in freshman Sarah Robinson, senior Emma 
Dohner and sophomore Melia Dunbar.

Those five helped the Titans win the an-

(continued on page 34)(continued on page 30)

HOOP NOTES . . . The Stanford 
men’s basketball team will finish 
the Pac-10 season in ninth place 
— if members of the media who 
cover the conference regularly are 
correct in their prognosticating. 
The Cardinal (7-11, 14-18) finished 
in an eighth-place with Oregon 
last year, a game ahead of last-
place Washington State. Wash-
ington was picked to win the con-
ference title. The Huskies (11-7, 
26-10) were third last year and 
went on to win the conference 
tournament. A day earlier, Stan-
ford continued to build for the fu-
ture after Rock Island (Illinois) se-
nior Chasson Randle announced 
his verbal commitment Wednes-
day to attend Stanford and play 
basketball for coach Johnny 
Dawkins. Randle, a 6-foot-2 point 
guard who has a four-star rating, 
chose the Cardinal over Illinois 
and Purdue. Randle, who played 
in the U.S National Team pro-
gram, learned he was admitted to 
Stanford two weeks ago and that 
may have weighed into his deci-
sion, which he wanted to make 
before his senior season.

MENLO COLLEGE . . .  Menlo 
College freshman linebacker 
Marcus Alvin was named NAIA 
Independent Defensive Player 
of the Week for his effort in the 
Oaks’ 32-15 loss at Willamette 
last weekend. Alvin, out of San 
Diego’s Serra High, recorded 12 
tackles, five for a loss, forced a 
fumble and was credited with 2 
1/2 sacks, his first of the season. 
Alvin currently ranks ninth on the 
team with 27 tackles as the Oaks 
(3-5) prepare for Saturday’s noon 
contest at Linfield . . . Menlo junior 
soccer defender Jimmy Macias 
earned Cal Pac Conference De-
fensive Player of the Week honors 
for efforts against conference 
leader Holy Names and Cal State 
Maritime last week . . . Menlo 
sophomore goalkeeper Kristin 
Henderson was named Cal Pac 
Conference Co-Defensive Player 
of the Week for her efforts in a 1-0 
loss to conference-leading Holy 
Names and an 8-0 victory over 
Mills.
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them a two-game lead on the rest of 
the division with just one to play (at 
Saratoga on Nov. 5).

Saratoga, which ended a 22-year 
losing streak to Los Gatos (2-2, 
3-3-1) is mathematically alive to 
win the championship. The Falcons 
would have to win their final three 
games, and have Homestead beat 
Paly, in order to do that.

A scenario also exists where the 
Falcons could tie Paly for the crown, 
but both would need a victory over 
the Vikings.

Palo Alto, however, can pretty 
much take care of business with a 
win over Homestead. That would 
keep the Vikings in line toward a 
possible 10-0 finish. The last time 
Paly finished that way was 1950. 
The team’s last unbeaten season 
(9-0) came in 1963.

“I’ve never been 10-0,” Hansen 
said. “That would be great — 13-0 
would be even better.”

A 13-0 record would mean win-
ning the Central Coast Section Open 

Paly football
(continued from page 29)

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in 
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines. 

We’re looking for women, age 30-70, 
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact Stephanie at 800.442.0989 or 

email research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

70
74

64

  GOT
WRINKLES?

Division title, which likely would 
include a game against unbeaten 
Valley Christian. Paly already has 
beaten Mitty, which routed St. Fran-

Paly’s Christoph Bono

cis last weekend, 42-14. Bellarmine, 
which eliminated Paly from the 
Open Division playoffs last season, 
also is another possible opponent 
this postseason.

Speaking of the Open Division, 
Palo Alto would have to win it to 
be considered for the CIF State 
Bowl championship. De La Salle 
is the prohibitive favorite for the 
Open Division state finals, so Paly 
could go in Division I while Grant 
(Sacramento), ranked ahead of Paly 
in Northern California, would go 
to Division II based on its enroll-
ment.

Palo Alto kept its season perfect 
last week with a 35-0 romp over host 
Milpitas. Senior quarterback Chris-
toph Bono completed 14 passes for 
293 yards and four touchdowns 
while senior wideout Davante Ad-
ams had a career night with seven 
catches for 184 yards and two touch-
downs.

Palo Alto rushed for 194 yards and 
passed for 299 for 493 total yards. 
Milpitas was held to just 22 yards 
on the ground and 59 passing for 81 
total yards, Paly’s best defensive sta-
tistical effort of the season. 

Jim
 Anderson

Terra Nova (2-1, 4-3) at M-A (1-2, 2-5), Friday, 3 p.m.
After suffering a frustrating 28-24 loss at Sacred Heart Prep last 
weekend, the Bears can play spoiler in the PAL Bay Division by 
knocking Terra Nova out of a share of first place. Against SHP, the 
Bears rushed for a season-high 353 yards, with Cameron Moody 
leading the way with 145 yards on 14 carries. He also scored on a 
47-yard run. Junior Sakalia added 123 yards on five carries, one 
coming on an 80-yard TD that gave the Bears a 24-21 lead. M-A’s 
Taylor Mashack, however, was tackled on a fourth-and-goal at the 
SHP 1-yard line with five minutes remaining in the game.

Menlo (2-1, 5-2) at Woodside (1-2, 1-6), Friday, 
7 p.m.
After losing to Jefferson, 14-13, last week for the first time in eight 
years, the Knights need to rebound against the struggling Wild-
cats to have a chance at finishing 4-1 in league and moving on 
to the CCS playoffs. Menlo senior Beau Nichols needs to score 
one touchdown to tie a school record for career points (242) held 
by J.B. Barnett. Against Jefferson, Nichols played with a broken 
bone in his right hand. Despite wearing a cast, Nichols gained 137 
yards on 16 carries, scored on runs of one and 67 yards, returned 
a kickoff 26 yards, caught two passes for 24 yards and broke up a 
pass on one of his rare defensive plays. Tim Benton caught eight 
passes for 115 yards.

Milpitas (1-3, 3-3-1) at Gunn (0-3, 3-4), Friday, 
7:30 p.m.
The Titans need to get back on the winning track with home 
games coming up against Wilcox and Los Gatos to finish the sea-
son. The Titans are coming off a 43-28 loss to host Homestead 
last weekend, battling back from a 14-0 deficit to tie as Josh Jack-
son scored on runs of 23 and 25 yards. Gunn quarterback Antho-
ny Cannon threw a 32-yard TD pass to Jackson in the third period 
to get the Titans to within 30-20, but that was as close as it got.

Stuart Hall (2-3, 3-3) at Priory (2-3, 3-4), Saturday, 
1 p.m.
Priory is coming off a 42-20 nonleague loss to visiting Anderson 
Valley last weekend and will close its eight-man season with a 
chance to reach .500.

Sacred Heart Prep (2-1, 6-1) at Aragon (1-2, 3-4), 
Saturday, 2 p.m.
The Gators can keep their PAL Bay Division title hopes alive by 
beating the Dons. SHP will go into the game in a three-way tie for 
first with Burlingame and Terra Nova. The Gators are still averag-
ing 34.7 points a game after rallying to edge M-A, 28-24, last week 
as quarterback John Geary plunged over from a yard out late in 
the fourth quarter for the winning points. The game saw the teams 
combine for 788 total yards, with the Gators gaining 287 on the 
ground behind Colin Terndrup’s 128 yards on 23 carries.

Pinewood (4-0, 5-1) at Anchorpoint Christian 
(3-0, 7-0), Saturday, 7 p.m.
The Panthers will have a chance to win the Coastal Athletic League 
title with a victory over their favored hosts. Pinewood is coming off a 
54-26 blasting of Crystal Springs last weekend. Dante Fraioli was a 
one-man wrecking crew as he scored eight touchdowns and tallied 
52 points. He rushed 24 times for 206 yards and scored five TDs. 
He also caught three passes for 33 yards and one TD, intercepted 
a pass, had 12 tackles and added two TDs on kickoff returns.

-- compiled by Keith Peters

PREP FOOTBALL THIS WEEKEND
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“IN OUR VALLEY, WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES TO LAUNCH A START-UP 
OR DEVELOP A NEW PRODUCT. PROGRESS COMES IN INCREMENTS. 
SUCCESS TAKES TIME. MOVING AMERICA FORWARD IS NO 
DIFFERENT. YOU AND YOUR FAMILY ARE MY TOP PRIORITY.  
I’D APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT TO CONTINUE THIS WORK.

VOTE NOVEMBER 2nd
RE-ELECT ANNA ESHOO

PRORR GRERR SS WORTRR H FIGHTING FOR!RR

“WHEN MY WORKRR IS RERR COGNIZED, 
IT MEANAA S I’M DOING WEWW LL FOR YOU.”

CONGRESSWOMAN ANNA ESHOO
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FOOTHILL-DE ANZA  

Community College District
Board of Trustees

invites applicants for its

Audit & Finance Committee
One of four seats held by community members on the volunteer 
Audit & Finance Committee will become vacant at the end of 
December. Trustees will appoint a new member to a four-year 
term that begins in January. Candidates should have a strong 
background in budget, finance and/or audit. The committee acts 
in an advisory role to the board in carrying out its oversight and 
legislative responsibilities as they relate to the district’s financial 
management. Applicants may not be an employee, contractor, 
consultant or vendor of the district. 

The Audit & Finance Committee meets quarterly but may meet 
every two months if desired. The responsibilities of the committee 
are to: 

related to financial matters such as bonds, certificates of 
participation and other funding instruments that come before the 
Board of Trustees; 

activities; 

and related management issues; 

follow-up activities. 

Interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter 
detailing their qualifications to any of the following: 

Completed applications must be received by 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
19.  For more information, please call (650) 949-6100 or email 
chancellor@fhda.edu.

Mail: 
Office of the Chancellor 
Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

E-mail:  
chancellor@fhda.edu
Fax:  
(650) 941-6289

FOOTHILL-DE ANZA  

Community College District
Board of Trustees

seeks applicants for its
Measure C Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee

Candidates appointed to the independent, volunteer Measure 
C Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee review and report 
to the public on the district‘s Measure C bond expenditures. 
Applicants must reside in the district’s service area, which 
includes the cities of Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, 
Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale and portions of San 
Jose, Santa Clara and Saratoga. Applicants may not be an 
employee, contractor, consultant or vendor of the district.  
The Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee bylaws are available 
at www.measurec.fhda.edu or by calling (650) 949-6100. 

Currently three committee members are needed in the 
following categories:

This committee is responsible for reviewing expenditures 
related to the district‘s $490,800,000 general obligation 
bond, Measure C, approved by the voters on June 6, 2006. 

Interested applicants should submit a resume and cover 
letter detailing their qualifications, and noting which of 
the above categories they would represent, to any of the 
following:

 

 For more information, please call 
(650) 949-6100 or email chancellor@fhda.edu

Mail: 
Office of the Chancellor 
Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District 
12345 El Monte Road 
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

E-mail:  
chancellor@fhda.edu
Fax:  
(650) 941-6289

After spending several season in 
the NFL, Walters is currently the 
wide receivers coach at Texas A&M 
University.

Whalen may not earn as much 
recognition, but he’s the type of 
player who could easily wind up 
coaching at the college level.

While his future remains bright, 
it’s the present that concerns him 
and his teammates. The Huskies 
present the latest challenge in a sea-
son where the Cardinal (3-1, 6-1) 
sits in a second-place tie with Ari-
zona (3-1, 6-1) in the Pac-10 Con-
ference with a possible berth in the 
Rose Bowl still on the line.

“We understand this could be 
a special season,” Stanford quar-
terback Andrew Luck said. “We 
know what it could mean to the pro-
gram.”

Walters was a member of the 2000 
Rose Bowl team as a senior. Whalen 
could be part of the next Rose Bowl 
team, 11 years later.

Stanford’s seven-game start 
matches the 1970 team that also 
reached the Rose Bowl. The Cardi-
nal was led by Jim Plunkett, Stan-
ford’s only Heisman Trophy winner. 
Luck is one of 16 semifinalists for 
the Davey O’Brien Award. Could 
the Heisman be close behind?

Whalen’s performance over the 
next five games can only help his 
roommate on the road.

“We’ve done a good job of not 
looking too far ahead,” Whalen said. 
“We haven’t played our best football 
yet and we’ll need that moving for-
ward.”

Whalen returned to the lineup and 
produced his best game yet, catch-
ing seven passes for 71 yards and a 
touchdown against the Cougars.

“It just felt good to be back on the 
field,” he said.

It was the first time Whalen had 
ever been injured in his football ca-
reer and didn’t know what to do, so 
he turned cheerleader on the side-
line.

“I just tried to be the biggest 
leader I could,” Whalen said as his 
elbow was immobilized for a week 
to allow the joint to settle back into 
place.

He had no trepidation taking 
the field again. It was business as 
usual.

“I usually concentrate on the 
ball,” Whalen said. “Catching it is 
the most important thing. If I take a 
hit, then so be it.”

Cardinal coach Jim Harbaugh, 
meanwhile, has called Washington 
the loudest stadium in the Pac-10 
because of its bigger capacity than 
Oregon.

“Well, it is definitely a loud en-
vironment,” Whalen said. “We had 
the music out at practice simulating 
that kind of atmosphere. When you 
line up on the ball you can’t hear the 
snap count. You have to watch the 
ball. It’s fun for the team; it gives 
you extra juice.”

Rain could also be a factor Satur-
day but Whalen doesn’t think it will 
be much of a problem.

“It will be a challenge for every-
one,” he said. “The turf gives you 
more of sure footing. We’ve handled 
wet balls in the past so that won’t be 
an issue.” 

Stanford football
(continued from page 29)

Stanford women take nation’s only unbeaten soccer mark on road
by Rick Eymer

T hree matches remain in the 
regular season and the top-
ranked Stanford women’s soc-

cer team appears headed for more 
postseason success. Of course, if 
you’re Cardinal coach Paul Ratc-
liffe, you’re not even thinking about 
anything but the team’s final road 
conference match at California with 
a schedule 3 p.m. first kick Satur-
day.

Stanford (6-0, 15-0-2), the only 
undefeated team in the country, ex-
tended its winning streak to 14 last 
weekend with a road sweep at Ari-
zona State and at Arizona.

Stanford won both matches by 
the score of 3-0, the first conference 
road trip with consecutive shutouts 
since 2007 in Oregon.

Freshman goalkeeper Emily Oli-
ver recorded both shutouts, giving 
her five for the season. Stanford has 
a total of eight. Castilleja grad Lind-
say Taylor scored in each match.

Christen Press recorded her 40th 
career assist on Friday, tying Stan-

fordís all-time record. She added her 
19th goal of the season on Sunday.

Press has scored a goal or an as-
sist in all but the season’s opening 
match. Her point streak is at 16 
matches heading into Saturday’s 
match.

Stanford also brings a 17-match 
consecutive winning streak to bear 
in Pac-10 play, with its last loss to 
UCLA on Oct. 31, 2008. In that 
span, Stanford has scored at least 
two goals in every match and has 
played only three decided by one-
goal margins.

Cal will be without senior forward 
Alex Morgan, who is with the U.S. 
National Team.

Press is tied for the national lead in 
goals with Marky Boyce of Charles-
ton Southern. Both have 19. Press 
leads the nation in points, with 45.

Women’s volleyball 
Fourth-ranked Stanford (7-2, 

16-2) opens the second half of the 
conference season at No. 18 Oregon 
on Friday at 7 p.m.

Senior libero Gabi Ailes became 
just the seventh player in Pac-10 
history to register over 1,900 career 
kills. She’s 86 digs shy of 2,000. Her 
4.50 career digs per set average is 
also the seventh-best mark ever by 
a Pac-10 player.

Cross country 
The top-ranked Stanford men 

seek to defend their Pac-10 title Sat-
urday in Seattle. Last season, Stan-
ford won the Pac-10 championship 
in commanding fashion, scoring 28 
points, while second-place Oregon 
had 45.

The No. 9 women will be look-
ing for their first Pac-10 title since 
2007 when the Cardinal completed 
its streak of 12 straight conference 
titles.

Men’s soccer 
Stanford is in a must-win situation 

if it entertains thoughts of returning 
to the NCAA tournament for a sec-
ond straight season.

After losing at UCLA and San Di-

ego State last weekend by identical 
1-0 scores, the Cardinal (3-4, 7-8) 
needs to rebound against visiting 
Washington at 7 p.m. Friday and vis-
iting Oregon State at 1 p.m.Sunday.

Stanford, currently ranked 71st in 
the RPI, needs to finish above .500 
to earn consideration.

Sunday’s game against Oregon 
State will be Senior Day. Shaun 
Culver, Daniel Leon, Cameron 
Lamming, Thiago Sa Freire, Ryan 
Thomas, Bobby Warshaw and Do-
minique Yahyavi will be honored.

Men’s water polo 
Returning from an ACL tear that 

forced him to redshirt, senior Sage 
Wright has been an anchor for the 
youthful Cardinal, ranked fourth 
nationally.

Wright has 21 goals, including a 
hat trick to lead the Cardinal past 
No. 10 Pepperdine, 15-6, in Malibu 
on Sunday.

Stanford travels to Santa Clara 
for a 6 p.m. nonconference contest 
Friday. 
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Catherine Donahoe
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Emily Dorst
Menlo-Atherton water polo

Elysa Kohrs
Sacred Heart Prep tennis

Julia Maggioncalda
Gunn volleyball

Brenna Nelsen
Castilleja golf

Emily Parsons
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Philip Bamberg*
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Michael Cullen
Palo Alto football

Robert Dunlevie
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Dante Fraioli
Pinewood Football

Colin Terndrup
Sacred Heart Prep football

Luke Thomas
Sacred Heart Prep football

Rachael Henry
Sacred Heart Prep

The junior shot a 3-over-par 
39 to help the Gators up-
set first-place Castilleja by 
three shots, SHP’s first-ever 
league win over the Gators, 
before shooting an even-par 
34 to beat Harker and clinch 
a WBAL co-title and earn 
an automatic berth into the 
CCS golf tourney.

Christoph Bono, 
Davante Adams
Palo Alto High

Bono, a senior quarterback, 
completed 14 passes for 
293 yards and four touch-
downs while Adams caught 
seven passes for a career-
high 184 yards and two 
touchdowns as the Vikings 
stayed unbeaten with a 
35-0 football win.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Honorable mention

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board

Please be advised the Historic Resources Board shall conduct a meeting at 

8:00 AM on Wednesday, November 17, 2010 in the Civic Center, Council 

Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Any 

interested persons may appear and be heard on these items.

1213 Newell Road: Request by Palo Alto Public Works Engineering for Study 

Session review of an addition and other improvements to the Main Library.  

Questions.  If interested parties have any questions regarding the above 

applications, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441.  The 

files relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays between 

the hours of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and staff 

reports will be available for inspection at 2:00 PM the Friday preceding the 

hearing.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 

disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, services 

or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the 

City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 

please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by 

e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 
Saturday, Nov. 13th, 2010 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 17th, 2010 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4th, 2010 at 10 a.m.
For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Office
302 Portola Road,  
Portola Valley, CA 94028
www.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

SHE EARNED HER B.A. 
IN ECONOMICS AND 
HER M.A. IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
FROM THE TECHNICAL 
UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN.
 
Wei wants her students to 
gain a love for Mandarin and 
to develop a lifelong interest 
with the Chinese language 
and culture. She loves 
helping her students foster 
curiosity, understand global 
perspectives, and develop 
good study habits to become 
lifetime learners. 
  

When she isn’t teaching Mandarin at the Priory, she can be found 
painting, hiking in the local area, cooking, and enjoying family 
life with her husband and 9-year-old son. 
 
Wei brings a wealth of cultural diversity to the Priory having 
travelled to more than twenty countries throughout Europe and 
Asia, as well as Saudi Arabia, Dubai, and Australia.  She has 
resided and experienced the cultures of four countries and eight 
cities on three continents.  
  
Her favorite quote is from a poem:  
 
“Prosperously the grass on the plains grows / In spring it comes 
and by fall it goes / No wildfire would burn it out / It returns when 
the vernal breeze blows.” - Bai Ju-Yi, 772-846 AD, China

WEI KELLY

PREP ROUNDUP

The Gators
move on
to CCS

Sacred Heart Prep, Castilleja 
girls both compete Tuesday  

at the section golf finals

by Keith Peters

T he top two teams from the 
West Bay Athletic League will 
continue their golfing battles 

when Sacred Heart Prep and Cas-
tilleja compete in the Central Coast 
Section Championships next Tues-
day at Rancho Canada East Golf 
Course in Carmel Valley.

Sacred Heart Prep earned its in-
vitation by tying with Castilleja for 
the WBAL regular-season title and 
then winning the tiebreaker. Cas-
tilleja earned its trip by qualifying 
at the WBAL Championships on 
Wednesday at Poplar Creek in San 
Mateo.

Needing to shoot 435 or lower 
to move on, Castilleja shot 424. 
Senior Brenna Nelsen struggled, 
but still shot a 6-over-par 77 and 
finished in a three-way tie for first 
place along with Jayshree Sarathy of 
Gunn and Miranda Wiss of Mercy-
Burlingame.

Along with qualifying with a 
team, golfers could advance to the 
CCS tourney as individuals out of 
Wednesday’s finals by shooting 87 
or lower. Along with Nelsen and 
Sarathy, individual CCS qualifiers 
included senior Sarah Debs of Cas-
tilleja (79), Kimberly Beers of Pin-
ewood (81), Shelby Soltau of Sacred 
Heart Prep (83), Gabby Girard of 
Menlo School (84), Rachael Henry 
of SHP (85) and sophomore Taylor 
Wilkerson of Castilleja (87).

Menlo shot 478 as a team and 
failed to advance to CCS.

For Castilleja, which finished 9-1 
during the regular season with its 
only loss costing the Gators an auto-
matic berth into CCS, Wednesday’s 
performance was a solid tuneup for 
the section event.

“Brenna (Nelsen) struggled today, 
but I am confident she will rebound 
as she is a very dedicated and ex-
tremely gifted athlete,” said Cas-
tilleja coach Jim Miller. “The rest 
of the team really hung in the whole 
day as we talked about the mental 
side of golf and we worked hard on 
our short games. We also discussed 
course management and we played 
an 18-hole practice round last Fri-
day. Our team was very focused on 
making sure our outstanding season 
did not end today as a team.”

Had Sacred Heart Prep needed to 
qualify as a team on Wednesday, the 
Gators would have failed to do so as 
they shot 444. That, perhaps, gives 
Castilleja an edge going into CCS.

“After our (last) match at Sharon 
Heights (a loss to SHP), our team 
was determined to qualify to go to 
CCS,” Miller said, “and we wanted 
to make sure there was no doubt how 
strong our team is this season.”

Along with Nelsen, Debs and 
Wilkerson, Castilleja got an 89 from 

freshman Caroline Debs and a 92 
from senior Stephanie Merenbach. 
Wilkerson shot 39 on the back nine 
while Caroline Debs had a 42. Ellie 
Zales also moved on with the team 
despite not having her score count.

Joining Soltau and Henry in the 
CCS tourney next week for SHP will 
be Kennedy Shields (91), Michaela 
Hutter (88) and Emma Dake (97). 
The team’s nonscorer on Wednes-
day was Christine Flynn, but she’ll 
compete in the CCS team competi-
tion, as well.

On Tuesday, Menlo-Atherton 
sophomore Xin Fang shot a 9-over-
par 80 to win individual honors at 
the PAL Championships at Poplar 
Creek. Fang won by a whopping 
20 strokes over teammate Tiffany 
Yang.

Fang finished third last season 
with a 96 after incurring a two-
stroke penalty. She was the only in-
dividual from Tuesday to qualify for 
the CCS Championships.

Girls’ volleyball
The West Bay Athletic League 

(Foothill Division) girls’ volleyball 
race is finally taking shape, and it’s 
about time with only three matches 

remaining in the regular season.
In what has to be somewhat of a 

surprise, defending champion Mer-
cy-Burlingame is not running away 
with the division like it did during 
last season’s 10-0 campaign. In fact, 
Mercy suffered its first league loss 
since 2008 on Tuesday night and 
lost its grip on the division lead — 
if only temporarily.

Thanks to Castilleja’s 25-23, 20-
25, 17-25, 25-17, 15-13 come-from-
behind upset victory, Sacred Heart 
Prep (6-1, 16-9) moved percentage 
points ahead of Mercy (5-1, 18-7) 
and into first place.

The Gators took care of business 
with a 25-18, 25-16, 25-18 victory 
over host Harker on Tuesday night.

Castilleja (25-5 overall) still could 
have a say in the division outcome 
because it visited Sacred Heart Prep 
on Thursday.

The Gators were at their best 
against visiting Mercy as senior 
Laura Rose had 20 kills, 10 digs 
and three blocks with junior Han-
nah Boland adding 14 kills and six 
blocks. Junior libero Lindsey Wang 
contributed 33 digs and four aces 
while sophomore setter Hannah 
Hsieh added 46 assists. 
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE  
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1  
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT  

ACCESS CHANNEL 26

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL  MEETING-
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM  
NOVEMBER 1, 2010  -  6:00 PM

1.  Joint Meeting with Parks and Recreation Commission

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
7:00 PM or as near as possible thereafter

2.  Presentation by the Housing Trust of Santa Clara County

3.  Amending WAPA Consulting Agreement

4.  2nd Reading: Recommendation From UAC Ad-Hoc Committee 
Regarding Role of the Utilities Advisory Committee (First reading 
October 18, 2010 – Passed 7-2, Holman, Schmid no)

5.  Term Extension of Library Advisory Commissioner Mark Hooser

6.  Approval of Amended Bylaws to the Santa Clara County Cities 
Association

7.  Replacement Ameresco Landfill Electricity Offer

8.  High Speed Rail Update

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Policy and Services Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
November 2, at 7:00 p.m. regarding 1) Role & Purpose of P&S and 
2) Definition of Intent of 2011 Council Priorities

The High Speed Rail Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
November 4, at 8:00 a.m.

This is a summary of council agenda items.  
The agenda with complete titles including  

legal documentation can be viewed  
at the below webpage:

www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

Join us in making Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan
more sustainable!

Tuesday, November 9, 2010

6:30pm - 9:00pm

City Hall Council Chambers

250 Hamilton Ave Palo Alto

This workshop will provide background information on Palo Alto’s 
Comprehensive Plan, the Amendment to that Plan that is currently 
under way, and how sustainability concepts are already reflected 
in the Plan.  Then, we will break into small groups to discuss how 
sustainability should be further incorporated in the Comprehen-
sive Plan with regard to the following topics:

Questions.  Any questions regarding the above, please contact 

-
viduals with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access 
City facilities, services or programs, to participate at public 
meetings, or to learn more about the City’s compliance with the 

 
ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***

Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and Community 

 Environment

NOTICE OF A SUSTAINABILITY 

WORKSHOP

on the COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

German International School of Silicon Valley

• Preschool and Grades K-12 with dual immersion 
    language programm (German and English)
• WASC accredited High School Program
• German International Abitur & SAT/AP exams
 
• Safe and nurturing learning environment
• German language classes for all ages

          310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043        email office@gissv.org        web www.gissv.org

Visit our 

Open Houses on

Nov 6 & Dec 11

10am to 1pm

The Best of two Worlds - Learning in German and English

GISSV

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

226 Redwood 
Shores Pkwy

Redwood Shores
(Next to Pacific  
Athletic Club)

(650) 654-3333

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

F. Marland Chancellor, III, MD, 512 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301
  

“The heart, the Art, of medical practice lies in 
the strength of the doctor-patient relationship. 
The time spent listening to my patients is the 
most important aspect of the care I provide. 
Having a physician who knows you well can 
help to guide your care in directions that 
might otherwise be overlooked in this era of 
depersonalized, ‘by-the-numbers’ medicine.”         

F. Marland Chancellor, III, M.D.
Contact Dr. Chancellor by email or phone to 
schedule an Introductory Consultation

F. Marland Chancellor, III, MD 
Concierge Family Medicine Specialist
FULL-TIME ACCESS, FULL-TIME CARING

DOCTOR CHANCELLOR IS BACK IN PALO ALTO!

nual Palo Alto City Championships 
on Tuesday at Bol Park in Palo Alto. 
With Erin Robinson clocking 12:16 
over the 2.18-mile course for the 
No. 3 all-time mark, Gunn totaled 
16 points while racing away from 
Palo Alto (43) and Castilleja (in-
complete).

Robinson was followed by her 
sister, Sarah, in 12:35. That’s the 
No. 7 all-time mark on the course. 
Castilleja senior Rachel Skokowski 
broke up a near Gunn sweep by tak-
ing third in 12:41, No. 12 on the all-
time list. She missed moving into 

the top 10 by just one second.
Gunn wrapped things up with 

Gallagher finishing fourth in 12:47 
(she ran 12:39 last season), Dohner 
taking fifth in 13:07 and Dunbar 
finishing seventh in 13:24.

Palo Alto senior Susan Heinsel-
man also helped break up Gunn’s 
dominance with a sixth-place finish 
of 12:18. Gunn wound up placing 
seven runners among the top 13.

The Titans most likely will need 
to have all their runners among the 
top 20, most in the top 15, to have a 
chance of upending Mountain View 
on Tuesday. A second-place finish, 
however, still will earn Gunn a trip 
to the Central Coast Section finals 
at Toro Park in Salinas.

In the boys’ league finals, Los 
Altos is favored to defeat defending 
champion Mountain View, while 
Gunn hopes to sneak in with a third 
after taking second last year.

The Titans tuned up with a 
standout performance at the City 
Championships, placing eight run-
ners among the first nine finishers. 
Andrew Prior led the way in 10:57, 
the No. 17 all-time mark. Teammate 
Rory Runser was second in 11:05 
while Peter Chen secured a 1-2-3 
finish by the Titans with a 11:08 
clocking.

Nikolai Solgaard broke up Gunn’s 
dominance with a fourth-place fin-
ish of 11:25. Gunn’s Daniel Krigel 
(11:25) and Michael Underwood 
(11:35) finished the scoring in fifth 
and sixth, respectively.

The PAL Championships will 
be held on Thursday, Nov. 4, also 
at Crystal Springs. Carlmont now 
looks to be the prohibitive favorite, 
after the Scots finished ahead of 
Menlo-Atherton at last weekend’s 
Mt. SAC Invitational in Walnut.

In one of many varsity races, Car-
lmont finished fourth while M-A 
took sixth on the 3.0-mile layout. 
More telling was the fact the Scots 
had their top five finish ahead of the 
Bears’ opposing runners at each po-
sition. Michael Hester was M-A’s top 
finisher in 29th place (16:00) while 
teammate Jack Beckwith was 31st in 
16:03. Carlmont’s top two runners, 
however, finished 17th and 31st.

The West Bay Athletic League 
finals will be held Nov. 5, also at 
Crystal Springs. 

Cross country
(continued from page 29)
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Shop Local
Good for Business. 

Good for the Community.
Good for You.

Connecting local residents with local businesses

Introducing

Learn more about the value 
of locally owned businesses 

at ShopPaloAlto.com

ShopPaloAlto is also available 
in a mobile version.

A community collaboration 
brought to you by

For more information
call 650.223.6509

  Sales tax dollars, which fund schools and local 

services, stay in the community.

  You help to sustain the unique and diverse businesses 

that make our shopping areas vibrant.

  You show how much you value the expertise 

of these businesses and the quality service they 

off er their customers.

  You reduce your carbon footprint by not driving 

outside the community to shop.

  And when you shop at locally owned businesses, 

you also support our friends and neighbors who are 

running these businesses, donating to community 

events and causes, hiring our kids and getting 

involved in making Palo Alto a better place.

When you shop locally, good things happen to make our community stronger:

Discover and enjoy 

the rich diversity of 

Palo Alto businesses at 

ShopPaloAlto.com, 

the new online guide to all 

local businesses featuring 

listings, customer opinions, 

web links, photos, maps, 

coupons, special deals, gift 

certifi cates, promotional 

event listings and 

much more.
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Information herein is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

ALAN DUNCKEL
650.543.1074
adunckel@apr.com

Derk Brill
650.543.1117

dbrill@apr.com
If we had a buyer for your home, 

would you sell it?

Stellar location in Cuesta Park neighborhood plus an outstanding turn key home create this irresistible opportunity!  
Quality, style and space combine in this delightful home. Spanning throughout approximately 1,178 square feet of 
living space offering three bedrooms and two updated bathrooms. The remodeled kitchen presents granite counters, 

venue for entertaining or making warm family memories.  

Offered at $995,000 
www.743Leona.com

MENLO OAKS, MENLO PARK

6 bedrooms, 5.5 bathroomswww.134Park.com

134 PARK DRIVE, PALO ALTO
Open Sunday

743 LEONA LANE, MOUNTAIN VIEW

www.DunckelAndBrill.com

Offered at $1,995,000
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