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TOGETHER
WE HELPED ALBERTO LOSE 30 POUNDS.

Packard Pediatric 
Weight Control 

Program

Parents &
Families

Packard 
Children’s 
Hospital

Stanford 
School of 
Medicine

Center for 
Healthy Weight

Thanks to the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program, Alberto had a whole 
care team, including his mom, not just behind him, but beside him. Together at 
every class, the team champions lifelong healthy habits: wisdom that families can 
take home, to the market, or anywhere. Far more than quick-fi x calorie counting 
or weight loss, our approach is not just livable, it’s contagious. Alberto’s Mom 
lost 12 pounds herself. Having a program that inspires losses like this truly is the 
community’s gain.

To learn more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program, visit
pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org or call 650-725-4424.

www.lpch.org
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R esidents moving into Palo 
Alto’s newest subdivisions, 
those with narrow, private 

streets, will pay $180 more per year 
for routine garbage/trash pickup 
than other Palo Alto homeowners, 
the city has announced.

The extra $15-a-month fee will 
kick in Jan. 1, 2010, because the 
narrow streets are costlier to service 
and state law prohibits incremental 
costs from being absorbed by all 
customers, according to officials.

GreenWaste of Palo Alto, which 
became the city’s new solid-waste 
contractor July 1, 2009, sent notices 
to 740 residents last week informing 
them of the new service charge.

Palo Alto began collecting ex-
tra fees about five years ago from 
residents living in places that trucks 
couldn’t access or had to make spe-
cial trips to, such as in alleyways, 
country clubs and steep driveways, 
according to Director of Public 
Works Glenn Roberts.

But Palo Alto Sanitation Co. 
(PASCO), the city’s previous sol-
id-waste contractor for 51 years, 
did not charge an extra fee for the 
seven private streets in the city, all 
of which are narrow, Roberts and 
residents said.

That policy changed when the 
city put out a request for propos-
als in 2007 for a new waste hauler. 
Smaller trucks are needed to collect 
trash and recycled materials — a 
special service, according to a 2007 
city manager’s report.

The fee is expected to affect about 
350 additional homes in five new 
developments that are planned or 
under construction, ranging from 
Sterling Park, the housing subdivi-
sion along West Bayshore Road, to 
Alma Plaza, the former shopping-
center site along Alma Street where 
homes and retail are planned.

Scott Scholz, environmental out-
reach manager for GreenWaste, 
said collection on narrow streets 
costs more because trash in smaller 
trucks must be transferred to larger 
vehicles for hauling to landfills.

The new contract allows Green-
Waste to set and charge a fee for the 
hard-to-service addresses on top of 
its standard monthly charge.

Previously, the extra costs were 
absorbed by all other users, Roberts 
said.

“When you spread that cost over 
20,000 homes, it’s only a few pen-
nies,” he said.

But a 1996 state law, Proposition 
218, restricts “general tax” increases 
without voter approval. The city can 
no longer pass on increased costs to 
residents not needing the special 
service, Roberts said.

The $15 fee was proposed by 
GreenWaste, based on the extra 
time it takes to service the homes 
and other factors, he said.

Annual adjustments will need to 
be approved by the City Council 
after two years, according to the 
contract.

Barron Park resident Bob Moss, 
who successfully petitioned the 
city this year to ban narrow, private 
streets from future housing subdivi-
sions, said the added fee “does kind 
of validate the private-streets initia-
tive.”

Moss and other residents intro-
duced the initiative earlier this year 
because of inadequate space to park 
on the narrow streets. The new fee 
adds another layer onto the discus-
sion, he said.

Midtown resident Natalie Fisher 
received a notice of the increase 
last Saturday. A 30-year resident of 
Ellsworth Place, a 20-foot-wide pri-

P alo Alto is completely re-
vamping its budgeting pro-
cess and looking for a new 

budget manager after a staff error 
caused the city to outspend revenues 
by $4.8 million last year — without 
knowing it until months later.

At the same time, city officials are 

grappling with both the recently dis-
covered $4.8 million hole in the fis-
cal year 2009 budget and a looming 
$5.4 million deficit in the current 
fiscal year, which ends June 30.

On Tuesday night, members of the 
City Council’s Finance Committee 
grilled staff on the $4.8 million er-

ror and debated how to deal with the 
downward-spiraling budget. 

Lalo Perez, director of the city’s 
Administrative Services Depart-
ment, apologized repeatedly and 
said he takes “full responsibility” 
for the oversight, which staff began 
to discover in early fall, months after 
the June 30 end of the fiscal year.

The $4.8 million error report-
edly resulted from a miscalculation 
by former Budget Manager Sharon 
Bozman, who left the department in 

the wake of the discovery.
The oversight was responsible 

for $2.1 million of the $4.8 million 
overage. The city was depending 
on “salary savings” from vacancies 
and related reductions in benefits, 
and those were falling significantly 
short of projections during the last 
half of the 2009 fiscal year. Had that 
been known earlier, further spend-
ing cutbacks could have been made 
before the year ended to compensate 
for the shortfall in savings.

The balance of the gap came from 
police- and fire-department over-
time expenses totaling $900,000, 
and $1.8 million in claims against 
the city, paid out of its General Ben-
efits and Insurance Fund. The latter 
depended on annual reports from 
the state, not available to the staff 
until after the fiscal year ended, ac-
cording to a Dec. 1 staff report. 

Perez said on the $2.1 million gap 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Following major error, City of Palo Alto seeks to close two 
multi-million-dollar budget gaps, tighten budget controls

by Gennady Sheyner

I nsufficient public outreach, 
miscommunication within Palo 
Alto’s Public Works Department 

and the department’s widespread 
failure to comply with proper plan-
ning procedure all contributed to the 
city’s controversial axing of 63 holly 
oaks on California Avenue in mid-
September, internal correspondence 
from Public Works indicates.

 The tree-removal project — more 
than five years in the planning — 
shocked the City Council, outraged 

area residents and prompted Palo 
Alto officials to issue multiple 
apologies and to launch an internal 
investigation into what happened 
and who is responsible. The investi-
gation is scheduled to be completed 
later this month, Human Resources 
Director Russ Carlsen said.

But angry residents looking for 
the city’s probe to identify a single, 
clear-cut scapegoat are likely to be 
disappointed. Dozens of e-mails 
and memoranda from the Public 

Works Department obtained by 
the Weekly suggest that numerous 
department members, including 
the project engineer, the project 
manager and the contract admin-
istrator, agreed that tree removal 
would begin on Sept. 14. That’s the 
same day the department received 
tentative clearance from the Plan-
ning and Community Environment 
Department to proceed, but staff 

Widespread errors led to clearcutting  
of trees on California Avenue

Workers knew tree removal was too hasty,  
felt ‘pressure’ to complete project before holidays

by Gennady Sheyner

New garbage fee targets 
private streets

Palo Alto to add $15 a month to collection costs  
for hundreds of residents

by Sue Dremann

PUBLIC WORKS

CITY HALL

Budget manager who missed huge gap is gone

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 9)(continued on page 5)

Take down that ‘Coming soon’ sign
Jason Jacob, Trader Joe’s store manager, left, and Ray Jiminez arrange the produce aisles at the new 
store in Town & Country Village, Palo Alto, a couple of days before Friday’s grand opening. Read the 
story online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com.
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

PASSING NOTES ... What do 
naughty students, furtive lovers 
and Palo Alto land developers 
have in common? They all love 
the secret note. Every now and 
then, as the Planning and Trans-
portation Commission ponders 
one controversial development 
or another, a member of the ap-
plicant’s entourage ambles up 
toward the front of the Council 
Chambers and slips a folded 
piece of paper to a member of 
the planning staff. Sometimes, 
the note contains an answer to 
the commission’s question. At 
other times, it includes plan revi-
sions or items that the applicant 
didn’t have time to get to dur-
ing his allotted public-speaking 
period. Project opponents, 
meanwhile, cringe and complain 
about what they perceive to be 
the developer’s circumvention of 
the public process. At Tuesday’s 
hearing on the College Terrace 
Centre, the Planning and Trans-
portation Commission was con-
sidering asking the developer to 
reduce the amount of proposed 
office space when the devel-
oper’s attorney (and veteran of 
the Palo Alto Process) Robin Ken-
nedy passed a note to city plan-
ners. Moments later, Fred Balin, 
a College Terrace resident who 
has criticized the project (and the 
note-passing practice), passed 
his own note to the planning 
staff, nimbly avoiding Kennedy’s 
lunging attempt to intercept it.  
Amy French, the city’s manager 
of current planning, then played 
the schoolmaster and read both 
notes out loud. Kennedy’s note 
said, “We told the city we would 
walk at 5,000 feet.” Balin’s note 
said, “Am I allowed to pass you a 
note as well?” 

READY TO SERVE ... Fresh off 
their unsuccessful bids for the 
City Council, Mark Weiss and 
Corey Levens are now compet-
ing for a more obscure public 
position — a seat on the Library 
Advisory Commission. The 
seven-member commission, 
which advises the City Council 
on library matters, has recently 
lost its chair, Susie Thom, who 
resigned in September after the 
council chose not to take the 
commission’s advice. In late Jan-
uary, two other commissioners, 
Marc Marchiel and Theivanai 
Palaniappan, will see their current 

terms come to an end. Both have 
reapplied for fresh terms. But the 
incumbents will have competi-
tion for their seats. In addition 
to Weiss and Levens, residents 
Diane Morin and Bob Moss 
have inserted themselves into 
the mix. Moss said he applied to 
the Library Advisory Commission 
because he has noticed a lack of 
experience on the commission 
and he wants to help out. Weiss, 
meanwhile, acknowledged his 
lack of experience in the com-
mission application, which asks 
applicants to list any relevant 
jobs and accomplishments. In 
his answer, the long-time concert 
promoter and public-art enthusi-
ast wrote, “Just This” and drew a 
rough sketch of his library card. 

HAIL TO THE CHIEF ... Flags, 
color guards and legions of police 
officers and dignitaries all greeted 
Palo Alto Police Chief Dennis 
Burns during his official promo-
tion ceremony Monday afternoon. 
But the atmosphere wasn’t strictly 
formal. At one point, Burns’ friend 
Daniel O’Brien, a retired colonel 
with the U.S. Marine Corps, allud-
ed to Burns’ college days at San 
Jose State University. O’Brien 
said his wife still recalls Burns as 
a “heartthrob on campus.” City 
Manager James Keene, who is 
wrestling with a growing budget 
gap, proposed having Burns fol-
low in the footsteps of the city’s 
first police marshals, whose pri-
mary duties included collecting 
taxes. Palo Alto police Lt. Sandra 
Brown mentioned the challenges 
of organizing the ceremony given 
the “nosy” nature of the chief. 
Burns thanked all the speakers, 
including Stanford Police Chief 
Laura Wilson, who was on hand 
to welcome Burns to Stanford 
University’s Frances C. Arrillaga 
Alumni Center. After “correcting 
the record” and pointing out that 
he is not nosy (“we prefer inquisi-
tive”), Burns said his “neck almost 
snapped” when he learned that 
former Secretary of State George 
Shultz would attend. He also 
thanked Wilson for one conces-
sion that she, presumably, never 
made. “We are going to take you 
up on your offer and we will ac-
cept this (the Arrillaga Center) to 
be our new public-safety build-
ing,” Burns said, alluding to the 
city’s stalled quest for a new po-
lice headquarters. 

While a number of serious mistakes have been 
made, they were made with good intentions.

— Glenn Roberts, City of Palo Alto Public Works 
director, on clearcutting California Avenue trees. See 
page 3.
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Upfront

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

790 Castro St 
Mountain View

(1 block from  
El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto

650 324-8791

Since 1992, the fi rst and fi nest 
in consigned furniture.

Consignment Furniture Accessories & Gifts

Ho, Ho,
Home Furnishings

and gifts!

Since 1992, the fi rst and fi nest in consigned furniture

TRELLIS

For All Your Special Occassions, 
Call Us You Will Love 

Our Customized Menus & Prices

SEASONAL ITALIAN 
CUISINE WITH A 

CALIFORNIA FLAIR

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:00-2:30
Dinner: 7 Days/Week 5:00-10:00pm

Nightly Free Parking

650.326.9028
www.TrellisRestaurant.com

Private Banquet Rooms 
with Own Bar 

20-120 People (No room charge)

Full Bar
The Best Terrace Patio 

in the Peninsula

Open Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve
Open Christmas Day 5-10pm

Corrections
The Nov. 27 article, “City to lose community-outreach police services,” states 
that community-liaison services would be cut, including the Palo Alto Mediation 
Services. The program itself is not proposed to be cut but rather the police depart-
ment’s liaison position to the program. The Nov. 20 cover story, “Ho-Ho hum?” 
quotes Shady Lane owner Alice Deutscher as saying that people purchasing Troll-
beads will receive a free chain bracelet with upgraded clasp. She wishes to clarify 
that customers will receive the bracelet with the purchase of an upgraded clasp. 
To request a correction, contact Managing Editor Jocelyn Dong at 650-326-8210, 
jdong@paweekly.com or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302.

ignored a clause, written in bold 
type on the planning permit, man-
dating a 14-day waiting period be-
fore approval was considered final 
and construction could begin.

Staff decided to proceed as soon 
as possible in hopes of completing 
the tree-replacement project before 
the holiday season, Public Works 
Director Glenn Roberts said this 
week. Roberts was one of many city 
officials who learned about the hasty 
tree removal only after the fact.

Roberts called his staff’s failure 
to wait 14 days one of the critical 
errors in the controversial project.

“There was a strong desire on the 
part of many people to expedite the 
project,” Roberts told the Weekly. 
“People wanted to make it happen 
and have it done before the shopping 
season to avoid disruptions.

“That was a good intention, but a 
very misguided intention.”

The clearcutting operation began 
several days after project engineer 
Woojae Kim sent a “notice to pro-
ceed” to the Hayward-based con-
tractor Suarez & Munoz, directing 
the company to begin the tree re-
moval on Sept. 14. A week after the 
trees were chopped down, Kim jus-
tified his decision to issue the notice 
by saying he was “under the pres-
sure to get the street tree-replace-
ment complete before the repaving 
of California Avenue.”

“I realize this might not be the 
correct procedure but I have been 
informed by the Purchasing De-
partment in the past that this was 
acceptable,” Kim wrote in a memo-
randum.

Staff also believed that the 14-day 
waiting period didn’t apply to tree 
removals. Kim assumed that the 14-
day period could be ignored because 
the project did not include new street 
furniture or other improvements 
that would normally be reviewed 
by the Architectural Review Board, 
according to a timeline from Project 
Manager Karen Begard.

That assumption was incorrect, 
Roberts said.

Roberts had signed the contract 
with Suarez & Munoz on Sept. 9, 
but the contract didn’t specify a start 
date. Kim said he decided to issue 
the notice to proceed “knowing that 
Glenn Roberts signed (the contract), 
and that it was routed to the City 
Manager’s Office for signature.”

The city also erred in relying ex-
clusively on the California Avenue 
Area Development Association 
(CAADA), a merchants’ group, to 
represent the residents and broader 
community.

The same day Roberts signed the 
contract with the Suarez & Munoz, 
Kim and several other Public Works 
employees attended the meeting of 
CAADA to alert merchants and 
business owners that the project 
would get started the following 
week. Public Works staff had been 
working closely with the group 
on the tree-removal project in the 
months leading up to September. 
As a result, while most of the city 
was stunned to see the holly oaks 
come down, the merchants had had 
both ample warning and substantial 
influence on the project.

The business group lobbied Palo 

Alto officials steadily since 2005 
for street improvements. After city 
arborists confirmed that most of 
the holly oaks had problems, it was 
CAADA members who asked to have 
all the trees taken down at once.

The city’s streetscape plan initial-
ly called for a phased-out removal 
of the trees. But at its May meet-
ing, CAADA’s Board of Directors 
voted to remove all the trees at the 
same time so the new trees could all 
bloom in a uniform fashion.

On Sept. 17, after dozens of angry 
residents flooded the City Council 
and public-works officials with e-
mail and phone calls, Public Works 
Arborist Eric Krebs reiterated that it 
was the merchants, not the arborists, 
who spearheaded the project.

Contrary to what other Public 
Works members have said, Krebs 
wrote in his memo, “The removal 
of trees was never about tree condi-
tion but more about the wishes of 
CAADA.

“The truth is that while most of 
the trees had problems which in-
cluded hazardous conditions, dead, 
dying or diseased, conflicts with 
infrastructure, poor placement or 
problems as minor as sooty mold 
and prolific seed crops, the prin-
cipal reason for the change was a 
CAADA-driven decision to provide 
Cal Ave. with a total improvement 
look,” Krebs wrote.

But while the business group ex-
pected and supported the project, 
residents in the nearby College Ter-
race and Evergreen Park neighbor-
hoods were shocked by the abrupt 
clear-cutting of the holly oaks. In 
the following weeks, these residents 
pressured city officials, consulted 
independent arborists and ultimate-
ly forced the city to scrap its plan 
to plant red maples on California 
Avenue and consider a more diverse 
assortment of trees.

The level of community opposi-
tion apparently surprised Ronna 
Devincenzi, president of CAADA. 
The morning after the trees were 
chopped down, Devincenzi received 
her first complaint from a California 
Avenue merchant. Anthony Thomp-
son, a rolfer with a business on South 
California Avenue, wrote her an e-
mail asking, “Who do I contact to 
share my displeasure with the sense-
less act of cutting our trees down?” 
He signed off as “Disgusted.”

Devincenzi alerted Public Works 
staff of the complaint but empha-
sized that merchants have been gen-
erally pleased with the operation.

In the next few days, city officials 
received a flood of angry e-mails, 
which Councilman John Barton later 
called the most uncivil he has seen 
in his 12 years of elected office. On 
Sept. 21, fuming residents packed 
into the council chambers, where 
City Manager James Keene offered 
a public apology and members of 
the City Council expressed surprise 
and anger at the tree removal.

Vice Mayor Jack Morton drew 
a round of applause when he won-
dered aloud “how in Palo Alto we 
can clearcut three contiguous blocks 
of trees without any of us in the com-
munity understanding the impacts.”

On Oct. 1, Glenn Roberts sent an 
e-mail directing his staff to conduct 
a full investigation into why the 
trees were chopped down so sud-
denly and who was involved in the 
decision. In the 22-question memo, 
he also wondered why he was kept 
out of the loop.

Roberts told the Weekly that one 
of the department’s biggest mistakes 
was assuming that CAADA repre-
sented the entire area. At the same 
time, both the business group and 
the Public Works Department had 
assumed that the other entity would 
handle the broader public outreach. 
Ultimately, the outreach wasn’t 
nearly as extensive as department 
leaders had originally directed the 
project team to undertake, Roberts 
said.

“Staff who were involved pre-
sumed that CAADA was a primary 
point of contact and that CAADA 
would further distribute the mate-
rials,” Roberts said. “CAADA as-
sumed the city would do that.

“As a result, the information 
went only to CAADA and business 
folks.”

The department responded to the 
embarrassing mishap in early Oc-
tober by hosting a series of public 
meetings, which attracted crowds of 
residents and a panel of arborists. 
Original plans to install red maples 
were shelved and new plans, featur-
ing a more diverse assortment of 
trees, were reviewed at public hear-
ings by the Architectural Review 
Board and the Planning and Trans-
portation Commission.

Keene and Roberts also agreed 
that future tree-removal projects 
would be considered publicly by 
Architectural Review Board, rather 
than solely at the staff level in the 
planning department. The city also 
began developing a written tree-
removal policy and a checklist that 
staff would use during tree remov-
als. Future capital-improvement 
projects that involve local boards 
and commissions are also now re-
quired to go through at least two 
public meetings during the prelimi-
nary design phase, before the proj-
ects go out to bid.

Roberts said a “number of inter-
nal changes” have also been made 
and staff members who have been 
involved with the project have been 
reassigned.

Kate Rooney, who was in charge 
of public outreach and who helped 
calm the public outcry during a se-
ries of public hearings in October, 
retired last month just days after 
City Council approved the new, ex-
tensively reviewed tree-replacement 
scheme. There has been no indica-
tion, however, that she was forced 
to retired. 

Roberts said more changes within 
the Public Works Department are 
likely to come. He also said he was 
struck by how many people have de-
veloped “conspiracy theories” over 
the past month or two about the 
Public Works and the regrettable 
clearcutting operation.

“It’s understandable that people 
who have those types of questions,” 
Roberts said. “I want to strongly 
state that while a number of serious 
mistakes have been made, they were 
made with good intentions.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Cal. Ave. trees
(continued from page 3)

A detailed timeline of the events surround-
ing the California Avenue tree-removal 
project is posted at Palo Alto Online. 

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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I srael Zehavi has fought and won many battles in 
his life. The former Israeli Army major was hos-
pitalized for seven months after being wounded 

in war; and his first wife died from cancer.
But now Zehavi, the owner of Diamonds of Palo 

Alto, fights perhaps the greatest challenge of his life: 
a long and debilitating battle against the degenerative 
Parkinson’s disease.

Every day he rides in his new wheelchair-lift van 
to work at the Hamilton Avenue store in downtown 
Palo Alto, taking the elevator to the third floor.

The jewelry establishment isn’t wheelchair friend-
ly. Wearing a gold-colored crash helmet, he must 
negotiate the motorized chair around glass cabi-
nets filled with glittering rings and necklaces and 
through narrow doorways leading to small offices 
crammed with furniture.

Sometimes, he bumps into a door jamb or scrapes 
against a wall; but the chair, which he has only used 
for the last month, is better than crashing to the floor, 
he said.

Zehavi’s illness causes him to fall backwards 
without warning. Just Monday, he had a fall.

Zehavi has decided to sell or close Diamonds be-
cause of the progressive illness. If he cannot find a 
buyer by Feb. 15, the day after Valentine’s Day, he will 
close his doors, he said.

Still, the genteel proprietor known for giving roses 
to female customers remains upbeat.

“When you come, bring a smile,” he said, prior to 
a recent interview.

Zehavi was diagnosed with atypical Parkinson’s 
disease three years ago, he said.

“It expressed itself years ago with a very low 
voice,” he said. A client noticed the change and was 
alarmed, he said.

Zehavi thought he had allergies or some other 
minor ailment.

“I started to feel fatigued and after many months, 
the doctor said, ‘Either you are mischievous or you 
have Parkinson’s,’” he said.

People with atypical Parkinson’s don’t have the 
characteristic tremors, which can be treated with 
medication. For Zehavi, there is no treatment avail-
able, he said.

The jeweler’s work day ends at 2 p.m. at the latest. 
He relies heavily on his loyal staff, Ruth Bravo and 
Shara Smith, he said.

As he fatigues, he mumbles more and more; he 
involuntarily closes his eyes — and there are the 
perilous falls.

“I love what I’m doing,” he said, a jeweler’s mag-
nifier dangling from his neck. He’s almost apolo-
getic about leaving the business. 

Zehavi is trying to sell the 22-year-old business so 
he won’t have to lay off employees, he said.

“And I want to have a place for customers to 
come,” he added.

A thick binder is filled with accolades from happy 
customers, who praise everything from the quality 
of his work to the attention to detail and service.

“I am overwhelmed by the roses,” wrote Palo Alto 
resident Phyllis Kallman.

“He’s a very charming man,” Kallman said by 
phone this week, recalling how she has taken watch-
es to Zehavi for regular servicing.

“I’ll miss him, definitely. In terms of service, he 
is the most exceptional person I’ve ever known,” 
she said.

Resident John Hurst agreed.
“He had this sage, fatherly kind of vibe. ... He’s 

just a wonderful human being. Palo Alto really loses 
a wonderful business and establishment. He was old 
school, but spiritual old school,” Hurst said.

Others commented on the dog treats and toys Ze-
havi has handy for children and pets while custom-
ers shop. Women get a long-stemmed rose; children 
have received a giant plastic diamond ring that spar-

Upfront

Our smashingly Smuin holiday celebration includes best-loved classics and jazzy new 

numbers! How can you miss tap-dancing Christmas trees or Santa Baby and her feather boa?

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts      
Dec. 9 - 13  650.903.6000          smuinballet.org

Delightful ... Irrepressible ... Better than ever! 
–SF Chronicle

COMMUNITY

Longtime Palo Alto 
jeweler Israel Zehavi 
plans to close his 
store, Diamonds, the 
day after Valentine’s 
Day, because of his 
debilitating Parkin-
son’s disease. He 
wears a gold helmet 
to protect himself 
from frequent falls.

Still sparkling
Diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, 
Diamonds of Palo Alto owner Israel 

Zehavi plans to close business Feb. 15
by Sue Dremann

he was relying on monthly summaries 
from his budget manager and did not 
recognize the errors in the details until 
early fall.

“I take full responsibility for this er-
ror,” Perez told the committee. “It is a 
major professional disappointment for 
myself and I certainly recognize the 
significance of this mistake, especially 
in this time.

“I think it has become clear, given the 
current economic conditions, that these 
levels of review were not adequate.”

Perez said the department has sub-
sequently switched to biweekly reports 
and is now closely monitoring all de-
tails. Each department head now also 
receives a weekly report on vacancies 
and budget impacts.

City Manager James Keene told the 
committee that “in the wake of the 
2009 problem” the budget manager who 
made the mistake is no longer with the 
city. The Administrative Services De-
partment has also been restructured and 
now includes a new Office of Manage-
ment and Budget to replace the budget-
manager position. 

Department Assistant Director David 
Ramberg is now serving as acting budget 
manager while the department is recruit-
ing for a permanent one, a position that 
garners between $86,000 and $104,000 
in annual salary, according to the job 
posting. 

How to fill the budget hole is still an 
issue. 

Staff is recommending closing the 
$4.8 million gap by deferring a transfer 
to the city’s Technology Fund — mon-
ey the city planned to use to upgrade 
radio-communications infrastructure 
and install radio frequency identifica-
tion (RFID) chips at local libraries to 
automate check out of items. 

Perez said deferring the transfer 
would force the city to delay replacing 
some items and restrict the city’s op-
tions for new technological initiatives.

Staff proposed to repay the money to 
the Technology Fund over a short four 
years, adding extra strain on future bud-
gets that are already projected to have 
large deficits.

“It’s a fund that cannot absorb, waive 
or forego these transfers,” Perez said of 
the importance of the quick payback. 
“We need to put the money back or it 
will jeopardize the technology infra-
structure that supports the rest of the 
organization.”

The Finance Committee voted unan-
imously to accept the staff recommen-

dation, but directed staff to transfer 
enough to the fund to ensure that the 
city can make necessary technology 
upgrades this fiscal year. Committee 
members asked for a report back by 
mid-December on that figure. 

Several council members expressed 
disappointment and confusion about the 
huge discrepancy in the 2009 budget. 

Councilman Larry Klein said he 
wished he had been informed sooner. 
Vice Mayor Jack Morton warned the 
dismal financial picture would ulti-
mately cut into the city’s core services.

Staff had alluded to projected budget 
shortfalls in early October but waited 
until the budget reports were audited 
before presenting the numbers to the 
council.

“If this had come out in October, it 
may have had an effect on Measure A 
(the city’s proposed business-license 
tax) or the council elections,” Klein 
said. “I think we’d all like to have 
known what the facts were.”

Budget officials also warned of 
greater financial challenges ahead. Palo 
Alto’s sales-tax revenues and hotel-tax 
revenues have been plummeting, drop-
ping by $9.3 million from fiscal year 
2008, according to a recent staff re-
port.

City officials had previously identified 
a series of “Tier 2” programs or services 
that could be cut if the city’s financial 
situation deteriorates. These include the 
city’s shuttle service, the Fire Depart-
ment’s disaster-preparedness program 
and the Police Department’s four-offi-
cer traffic team and crime-analyst posi-
tion.

These cuts, however, have not yet 
been implemented and city officials in-
dicated Tuesday night that they would 
like to hold more conversations with 
the community before eliminating any 
programs.

Perez said staff is recommending 
closing the 2010 budget gap through 
one-time adjustments rather than lon-
ger-term “structural” changes. These 
include transfers from the Budget Sta-
bilization Reserve, salary savings and 
a $2.7 million withdrawal from the 
stalled Public Safety Building capital 
project.

“We did not anticipate a growing def-
icit of $5.4 million,” Perez said. “Given 
the deficit, it would be unfair to focus 
on some sectors of city services and not 
the whole picture.” 

The $5.4 million gap is in addition to 
$10 million in 2010 budget cuts already 
identified last spring. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner can 
be e-mailed at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Budget gap
(continued from page 3)

Shaw
n Fender

(continued on page 8)

Page 6



Better not cry, better not shout
Santa Claus is coming to town.
The Caltrain Holiday Train, decorated with 40,000 lights, arrives on 

Saturday and Sunday, complete with visits from Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
Rudolph and Frosty.

Greeters are invited to get in the holiday spirit by singing along at 
each stop. Entertainment begins 30 minutes before scheduled stops at 
the Menlo Park Caltrain station at 7:25 p.m. Dec. 5 and the California 
Avenue Caltrain station at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 6. 

Menlo Park’s entertainment includes the Palo Alto Chamber Orches-
tra Sinfonia, which will perform at 6:55 p.m. The West Bay Model 
Railroad, which features HO, S and O model rail cars, will be open 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The Peninsulaires, the Palo Alto/Mountain View chapter of the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society, will perform at 7 p.m. at the California 
Avenue station on Sunday.

Designated as a non-passenger train, the Caltrain Holiday Train 
stops for 20 minutes — with no passengers permitted on board the 
train.

Visitors may drop new, unwrapped toys and books into toy barrels 
at the stations, to be distributed by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s 
Toys for Tots Program and the Salvation Army. 

For a complete schedule of Caltrain Holiday Train stops, visit www.
caltrain.org. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Stanford Hospital makes top-45 hospital list
A national group of large employers has listed Stanford Hospitals 

& Clinics as among the top 45 health care institutions nationally for 
“delivering the best quality care in the nation while attaining the high-
est levels of efficiency.”  

The top 45 were selected from a list of 1,200 hospitals nationwide by 
The Leapfrog Group of large employers, formed in 2000 to push for 
“breakthrough improvements in the safety, quality and affordability 
of health care” in America. 

The award was accepted in Washington, D.C., Thursday by two 
SHC officials. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

H1N1 vaccination clinic to be held Sunday
Santa Clara County has received new shipments of the H1N1 vaccine 

and the Public Health Department will hold a public vaccination clinic 
Sunday, Dec. 6, at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds.

Approximately 5,000 doses will be available at the event, held from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The clinic is for those who don’t have access 
to a health care provider and those whose providers do not have the 
vaccine. Residents should check with their providers before heading 
to the clinic Sunday.

The only people the county will vaccinate are pregnant women, chil-
dren and young adults between 6 months and 24 years, people who live 
with or provide care to children younger than 6 months, health-care 
and emergency services workers and adults with medical conditions 
that put them at risk. 

The county reminded residents that children under 10 need a second 
booster shot three weeks after their first shot of the vaccine, but these 
children will not have priority at the clinic. Any child under 10 who 
received a first vaccination on or before Nov. 7 needs the booster.

Fewer people than expected showed up at the last clinic, but the 
county said to expect lines and prepare for bad weather. People who 
are sick or have a fever will be turned away and are asked not to at-
tend. 

— John Squire

Mt. View woman assaulted with a ‘deadly’ lemon
Police say a 41-year-old Mountain View woman was injured when 

her neighbor and his friend hit her in the stomach with an unripe 
lemon.

According to police spokesperson Liz Wylie, the suspects — Casey 
Olson, 18, and his 17-year-old companion — were throwing hard, 
unripe lemons at the victim’s house on Starr Way when she stepped 
outside and was struck by one of the fruits just after midnight on Nov. 
26. 

The victim had some welts and bruises where the lemon hit her, 
Wylie said, and the incident has been classified as assault with a deadly 
weapon.

“A deadly weapon can be anything,” Wylie said, adding that the 
projectile weighed more than a baseball. 

Police arrested both suspects that night. Olson, who lives across the 
street from the victim, and his friend were charged. The 17-year-old, 
also a Mountain View resident, additionally was charged with violat-
ing probation, Wylie said. 

— Dana Sherne

News Digest
Upfront

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVE.  
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1  

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL  MEETING-COUNCIL CHAMBERS
  DECEMBER 07, 2009  -  6:00 PM

1.  Review of the Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 
Project  

7:30 or as soon as possible thereafter
2.  Selection of Candidates to be Interviewed for the Library Advisory Commission for 

Three, Three-Year Terms Ending January 31, 2013
3.  Selection of Candidates to be Interviewed for the Storm Drain Committee for Three, 

Four-Year Terms Ending December 31, 2013
4.  Selection of Candidates to be Interviewed for the Parks and Recreation Commission 

for Four, Three-Year Terms Ending December 31, 2012
5.  Adoption of a Resolution Expressing Appreciation to Dennis Vanbibber Upon His 

Retirement
6.  Approval of a Contract with Elite Landscaping Incorporated, in the Amount of $1,220,075 

for Construction of Greer Park Renovation and Pump Station Replacement - Capital 
Improvement Program Project PE-09002 

  (continued by Council Motion on November 16, 2009)
7.  Approval of Agreement Between the City of Palo Alto and California Fire Fighter 

Joint Apprenticeship Committee (CFFJAC) for Candidate Physical Ability Test (CPAT) 
Professional Services (Card of Completion and Transportability Study)

8.  Approval of a Purchase Order with Ironman Parts and Services in an Amount Not to 
Exceed $14,932 and a Purchase Order with Peterson Power Systems in an Amount 
Not to Exceed $261,567 for the Purchase and Installation of Diesel Emissions Retrofit 
Devices on a Total of Ten Heavy Duty Diesel Powered Trucks 

9.  Approval of a Storm Drain Enterprise Fund Contract with Repipe-California, Inc. in the 
Amount of $394,981 for the Strom Drain Rehabilitation and Replacement (Phase III 
CIPP Lining) Project - Capital Improvement Program SD-06101

10.  Approval of an Agreement for the Design and Construction of Bobcat Facilities and 
Other Capital Improvements at the Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo

11.  Adoption of a Resolution Declaring Results of the Consolidated General and Special 
Municipal Elections Held on November 03, 2009

12.  Adoption of a Resolution Summarily Vacating a 4-Foot Wide Strip of a Public Utilities 
Easement at 680 Georgia Avenue

13.  Adoption of a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Letter Approving 
the City’s Participation as a Partner in Wave One’s Application for a $2,250,000 Grant 
Funded by the Californian Energy Commission’s State Energy Program

14.  Finance Committee and Utilities Advisory Commission Recommendation to Use Up to 
$2 Million In Calaveras Reserve Funds Over Four Years for a City of Palo Alto Utilities 
Department Electric Efficiency Financing  Program

15.  Approval of City’s Participation in a State Energy Program (SEP) Application with 
Humitech of Northern California, LLC and Efficiency Services Group, LLC to Provide 
Commercial Energy Efficiency Installations

16.  Adoption of a Resolution in Support of the Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and 
Transportation Protection Act of 2010

17.  2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Approving and Adopting a Plan of Improvements 
to the Junior Museum & Zoo to Construct a New Bobcat Exhibit and to Replace 
Fencing and Walkways – Capital Improvement Program Project AC-10000 (First 
reading November 16, 2009 – Passed 9-0)

18.  2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the Palo Alto Municipal Code Chapter 
18.08.040 (the Zoning Map), Chapter 18.30(C) (the Ground Floor (GF) Combining 
District), and Chapter 18.18 (the Downtown Commercial Community (CD-C) Zone 
District) to Modify Restrictions on Ground Floor Uses in the Downtown Area (First 
reading November 16, 2009 – Passed 8-1 Kishimoto-no)

19.  Public Hearing: Approval of a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Adoption of 
(1) a Resolution Adopting an Amendment to the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map 
by Changing the Land Use Designation for 2180 El Camino Real from Neighborhood 
Commercial to Mixed Use, and (2) an Ordinance Amending Section 18.08.040 of the 
Palo Alto Municipal Code (The Zoning Map) to Change the Classification of Property 
Known as 2180 El Camino Real from Neighborhood Commercial (CN) District to PC 
Planned Community for a Mixed Use Project Having 57,900 Square Feet of Floor Area 
for a Grocery Store (Intended for JJ&F Market), Other Retail Space, Office Space, and 
Eight Affordable Residential Units, with Two Levels of Below-Grade Parking Facilities 
and Surface Parking Facilities for the College Terrace Centre, and Approval of  Design 
Enhancement Exceptions to Allow a Sign Spire and Gazebo Roof to Exceed the 35-
Foot Height Limit, and to Allow Encroachment into a Minimum Setback on Oxford 
Avenue

20.  Review of Development Center and Building Permit Process
21.  Colleague’s Memo from Mayor Drekmeier, Council Member’s Burt, Schmid, and Yeh 

Regarding Climate Change Energy 
22.  Colleague Memo from Council Members Burt, Espinosa, Kishimoto, and Yeh to Direct 

Staff to Proceed with the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update in the 2010 Year
23.  Approval of Amendment Number 4 to the Management Agreement with Brad Lozares 

for Golf Professional Services at 1875 Embarcadero Road, Extending the Term One 
Year to December 31, 2010
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Upfront

Motorcyclist dies after crash
A motorcyclist who was seriously injured Monday 

in a crash on Highway 84 in unincorporated San Ma-
teo County has died, authorities announced Wednes-
day. (Posted Dec. 3 at 1:48 a.m.)

Two pit bulls shot after killing dog
An East Palo Alto police officer shot two pit bulls 

that had mauled a small dog being walked by its own-
er Wednesday evening and then approached officers 
in a “vicious manner,” police Captain John Chalmers 
said. (Posted Dec. 3 at 1:35 a.m.)

Concert for Kids Foundation Sunday
Former San Francisco Symphony violinist Yasuko 

Hattori will perform Sunday (Dec. 6) at the Eastside 
College Preparatory Performing Arts Center to help 
raise funds for the East Palo Alto Kids Foundation 
(EPAK). (Posted Dec. 3 at 12:40 a.m.)

Jury rejects wrongful-death claim
A San Mateo County jury, after 10 hours of de-

liberation, voted 9-3 Tuesday to reject a claim that 
Woodside resident Anthony Rose was at fault in a 
May 2007 accident on Sand Hill Road that resulted 
in the death of bicyclist Rodney Smith. (Posted Dec. 2 
at 4:19 p.m.)

Accused killer, 19, claims innocence
The youngest person to be tried as an adult for mur-

der in San Mateo County testified Tuesday that he is 
innocent in the July 2005 fatal shooting of an alleged 
rival gang member. (Posted Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m.)

Menlo Park reaches union agreement
Menlo Park has reached a two-year agreement 

with the union representing city management that 
includes a “two-tiered” employment system, the city 
announced Tuesday. (Posted Dec. 2 at 8:55 a.m.)

Fire district dedicates new building
The first administrative office for the Menlo Park 

Fire Protection District to be separate from the fire 
station was dedicated Tuesday morning. (Posted Dec. 
1 at 9:44 a.m.)

Menlo Park man shot in EPA
A 30-year-old Menlo Park man was wounded in a 

shooting in East Palo Alto Monday night, police said. 
(Posted Dec. 1 at 9:10 a.m.)

Paly places third in math contest
A team of students from Palo Alto High School 

placed third in a national math contest, the 2009 
Team Scramble, administered by National Assess-
ment & Testing. (Posted Dec. 1 at 9:26 a.m.)

Dennis Burns sworn in as police chief
Facing a crowd of city officials, state dignitaries, 

law-enforcement colleagues and family members, 
Palo Alto Police Chief Dennis Burns pledged Mon-
day afternoon to ensure safety and provide top service 
to the Palo Alto community. (Posted Nov. 30 at 6:18 p.m.)

Woman fights off assault on trail
Police say a 27-year-old Mountain View woman 

jogging Stevens Creek Trail on Sunday afternoon 
fought off a sexual assault after she was attacked by 
a man who tried to pull her into some bushes off the 
path. (Posted Nov. 30 at 1:07 p.m.)

Winning ticket sold in Mountain View
A winning MEGA Millions lottery ticket worth 

more than $156,000 was sold in Mountain View, ac-
cording to the California Lottery. (Posted Nov. 30 at 11:08 
a.m.)

DUI arrests up over holiday weekend
The number of Bay Area drivers the California 

Highway Patrol arrested for being under the influence 
during the Thanksgiving holiday weekend is slightly 
up compared to last year. (Posted Nov. 30 at 9:15 a.m.)

Driver, 21, dies in Woodside crash
Woodside resident Ryan Ferrari, 21, has been iden-

tified as the man who died early Saturday after his 
car hit two trees and another vehicle before flipping. 
(Posted Nov. 28 at 3 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo 
Alto Online throughout the week. For longer versions, 
go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news or click on 
“News” in the left, green column.

NOT the Same Ol’ Holiday Music!
The Gryphon Carolers ... 28th Annual Holiday Concert

featuring Ed Johnson & Carol McComb

The Gryphon Carolers is a 40-voice ensemble with guitar, piano, 
mandolin, fi ddle, saxophone, bassoon, bass, percussion, and 

more fun than a sleigh full of toys and St. Nicholas too!

December 12, 2009 – 8:00 p.m.

Spangenberg Theatre – Gunn High School

780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto, CA

Premium seating: $25 for adults and $18 for seniors and children under 12. 
General admission: $15 for adults and $ 10 for seniors and children under 12.

For more information and tickets visit: www.gryphoncarolers.com
Advance tickets also available at Gryphon Stringed Instruments in Palo Alto and 

Spangenberg Theater box offi ce the night of the performance.

Real Estate Matters
A WELCOME

SIGHT 
Home staging is a popular in-

dustry and topic, particularly as it 
relates to improving the appeal of 
your listing during challenging 
times in the real estate market. But 
what about “staging” your yard. 

Sure, any steps that you take to 
improve your interior's appeal will 
go a long way towards wooing buy-
ers, but it's the outside of your home 
that they will see first, and you 
know that first impressions count. 

Go green by seeding and ferti-
lizing your lawn for a lush look. 
Also, bring your home out from 
hiding by trimming overgrown 
branches and shrubbery around the 
house.

Give your flowerbeds and bor-
ders more striking visual appeal by 
applying mulch, and edge the beds 
and driveway, walkways and side-
walk. Planting annuals such as ge-
raniums and petunias will also add 
to the impact and brighten up empty 
areas.

The final step in your outdoor 
"staging" is to powerwash your 
home's siding, the sidewalk and 
patio or deck. When you show pride 
of ownership and that you care 
about your home's presentation, it 
will resonate with buyers looking 
for value and a home in ready-to-
move-in condition.

Jackie Schoelerman is a Realtor
with Alain Pinel Realtors and a 
Real Estate Specialist for Seniors. 
Call Jackie for real estate advice. 

Jackie Schoelerman
www.schoelerman.com

D R E #  0 1 0 9 2 4 00
650-855-9700

A

kles or a cubic zirconium stone.
Some people return every week 

to have their rings cleaned for free, 
he said.

Zehavi’s eyes sparkled like the 
gems he sells as he recounted what 
pleases him most about the busi-
ness.

“Being with people — to see their 
happy faces; to see them open the 

box. They say, ‘Wow,’ and smile. 
This is the little pleasure I have in 
this business. They are my friends 
and family,” he said.

Zehavi has some favorite memo-
ries: the woman who buys humon-
gous rings for every finger and the 
older schoolteacher who jumped up 
and down, clapping when she picked 
out her engagement ring.

If the business is sold Zehavi will 
stay on and teach the new owner the 
trade, he said.

When he retires, Zehavi hopes to 

travel as much as he can. He might 
still do some Internet business, too. 
He expects he’ll still have some in-
ventory left after final sales, which he 
might try to sell on eBay, he said.

A Rotary Club member and board 
member of the Downtown Business 
Improvement District and Palo Alto 
Chamber of Commerce, Zehavi said 
he has met many movers and shak-
ers and he will miss the business 
relationships.

“I’ve come to a time when I have 
to say goodbye,” he said. 

Still sparkling
(continued from page 6)
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Upfront

City Council Policy and Services Committee 
(Nov. 30)
Economic development: The committee discussed creating a new Economic 
Development Plan and asked staff to develop an outline and mission statement. 
Action: None
Police auditor: The committee unanimously accepted staff’s proposed schedule 
for reports from the independent police auditor. The committee also voted to direct 
staff to explore transferring contract management with the police auditor from the 
City Manager’s Office to the City Auditor’s Office. Yes: Espinosa, Kishimoto, Yeh 
No: Barton

City Council Finance Committee (Dec. 1)
Budget update: The committee discussed the city’s $4.8 million budget deficit in fis-
cal year 2009 and its $5.4 million projected deficit in fiscal year 2010. The committee 
agreed with a staff recommendation to reduce the city’s transfer to the Technology 
Fund, but directed staff to keep enough money in the Technology Fund to pay for the 
current year’s technology needs. Yes: Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Dec. 2)
JJ&F: The commission voted to approve a proposal at 2180 El Camino Real, which 
includes the JJ&F Food Store, 39,980 square feet of office space and 5,580 square 
feet of other retail space. The commission also reaffirmed its earlier position that the 
developer reduce office space by 1,950 square feet.  Yes: Garber, Tuma, Keller, Hol-
man, Lippert, Martinez Absent: Fineberg

Utilities Advisory Commission (Dec. 2)
Recycled water: The commission voted to approve a staff-proposed Recycled 
Water Salinity Reduction Policy. The policy aims to lower the “total dissolved solids” 
in the recycled water to less than 600 parts per million. Yes: Melton, Eglash, Foster, 
Keller No: Waldfogel Absent: Berry Recused: Ameri
Legislative policy guidelines: The commission voted to approve the proposed Utili-
ties Legislative Policy Guidelines for 2010. Yes: Melton, Eglash, Foster, Keller, Wald-
fogel, Ameri Absent: Berry

Architectural Review Board (Dec. 3)
195 Page Mill Road: The board reviewed a proposal by Hohbach Realty for a 
mixed-use building at 195 Page Mill Road, featuring 50,467 square feet of research-
and-development space and 84 apartments. The board had concerns about land-
scaping and impact on surrounding houses. The item was continued. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The council is scheduled to hold a 
study session to discuss the Stanford Hospital expansion project. The 
council is also scheduled to consider approving a proposed Planned 
Community (PC) zone at 2180 El Camino Real, which would enable a 
mixed-use project featuring 39,980 square feet of office space, a re-
built JJ&F Food Store and 5,580 square feet of other retail space. The 
council also plans to discuss colleagues’ memos regarding bicycle-
lane improvements and reduction of fossil fuels. The study session 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 7, followed by the regular 
meeting, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton).

PALO ALTO BOARD OF EDUCATION ...  The school board will hold 
its annual organizational meeting to elect a new Board President 
and will swear in members Dana Tom and Barb Mitchell for their 
second terms in office. The meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, in the board room of school district headquarters 
(25 Churchill Ave.).

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
... The commission is scheduled to discuss the goals, policies and 
programs of the Housing Element in the Comprehensive Plan. The 
commission is also scheduled to consider revising the definition of 
“private street” in the city’s subdivision ordinance. The meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 9, in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commis-
sion is scheduled to discuss planned projects for the upcoming year 
and to continue its discussion of the proposed Civic Engagement 
Award. The meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
10, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda

a tradition
of caring

Meadow Wing & Focused Care

PALO ALTO COMMONS offers a 
comprehensive program for individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia in our 
Meadow Wing. Here, residents enjoy daily 
walks on beautiful garden paths and a full 
program of activities to engage mind, body 
and spirit.

For residents in the later stages of Alzheimer’s 
disease, our Focused Care Program provides 
for all of the resident’s unique needs. Here, 
families are assured that their loved one will 
get the best care in the most appropriate 
environment now and in the future as needs 
may change.

Call today... 650-494-0760

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse Services License #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

vate street, Fisher said she has never 
been charged extra before.

She had just opted to downsize 

her garbage can to a “mini-can” in 
November to save money.

“I was saving $15 a month, now 
I’m losing that $15,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Garbage
(continued from page 3)
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When you are shopping for the holidays, remember 
your community and support your locally owned 

independent businesses. When you do, more of the dollars 
you spend remain in the local community compared to big 
box and chain stores.

 Local merchants know the community and are experts 
in selecting merchandise that is based on what you like and 
want. Shop with awareness. In a down economy with many 
businesses at risk, you are voting with your dollars. If you 
value a diverse local economy, choose to support these and 
other independent, locally owned businesses. 

Why we should 
shop locally this 
holiday season

DELIVERED LOCALLY – SHIPPED NATIONWIDE!

ORDER ONLINE! WWW.DRAEGERS.COM

1-800-642-9463

HIPPPEPEDD NATIONWWIDE!

WDRAEGERS CCOOM

Holiday 
Gift Baskets

Complimentary gift wrapping & assembly

New expanded website with free in-store pickup!
www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% off any one item!

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject 
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.
Coupon code (online too!): LOCAL09
 

Voted Best Toy Store!

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

20% Off 
Cook Books

with coupon

Books for Cooks

(Offer may not be combined with any other 
promotions. Limit 3 books per customer. 

Offer good through 12/9/09.)

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park   
(650) 324-4321  www.keplers.com

CollectionsBK
Whimsical, adorable

for all seasons

We gift wrap and send.

Fine Gifts and Jewelr from Around the World

342 State Street, Los Altos 650-948-0198

Add the special touch to your gift with a

Holiday Wine Tag
by Patience Brewster

WHIMSICAL KRINKLES REINDEERS
PRANCER, BLITZEN, COMET, CUPID, 
DANCER, DASHER, DONNA, VIXEN

AVAILABLE NOW!

Fine Gifts and Jewelry from Around the World

1047 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park
650.323.1097
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00  
Next to Su Hong 

20% OFF
complete custom 
framing order
(Through 12/31/09)
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815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

LYDIAN ACADEMY
815 
650

L

The Gift of 

Education -
the most 

valuable gift
this season 
& beyond.

San Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009 
 “Best On The Peninsula” “Dealer Of The Year” 

THE VERY BEST FOR LESS 

TOM’S OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
OPEN 7 DAYS 10-5                                              650-366-0411 

 1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City                   www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com 

40% OFF SALE  ON NOW! 
Offer good through 12-20-09 

898 Santa Cruz Avenue

$32 Prix Fixe Holiday Menu 
Three courses:

 Begins December 2nd

Marché

1139 Chestnut St. 
Downtown Menlo Park

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

www.PeninsulaGallery.net

Exceptional Service 
 Since 1989

Showroom & Service

650-853-9000

 Supporting our 

Community's Window 

Coverings & Custom 

bedding Needs for 

Over 20 Years

 Here are some good reasons to 
shop at locally owned businesses 
this holiday season and all year:

•  It keeps dollars in our economy. 
For every $100 a consumer 
spends, local businesses give 
back $68 to the local economy, 
chain stores only give back $43.

•  It makes us unique. There’s 
no place like the Peninsula! 
Homegrown businesses are part 
of what makes us special.

•  It creates local jobs. Local 
businesses are the best at 
creating higher-paying jobs for 
our neighbors.

•  It helps the environment. 
Buying locally saves 
transportation fuel. Plus you 
get products that you know are 
safe and well made, because our 
neighbors stand behind them.

•  It nurtures our community. 
Studies show that local 
businesses donate to 
community causes at more than 
twice the rate of chains.

•  It conserves tax dollars. 
Spending locally ensures that 
your sales taxes are reinvested 
where they belong, right here in 
your community.

 This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula, 
an alliance of locally-owned independent businesses. We strive to maintain our unique 

community character, to educate local residents that purchasing locally creates a strong local 
economy and bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities that is being displaced by 

national chains and online stores.

www.hometownpeninsula.org
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For kids and 
families
Breakfast With Santa
 The City of Menlo Park Com-
munity Services Department will 
be hosting the annual “Breakfast 
With Santa.” Activities will include 
pancake breakfast, letter writing to 
Santa, holiday crafts, visiting with 
Santa in person. Reservations are 
required. 
Dec. 5, 7:30-11:30 a.m., $7/adults 
$5/children
Burgess Recreation Center, 700 
Alma St., Menlo Park
www.menlopark.org

California Avenue Holiday 
Train
 California Avenue merchants’ an-
nual Caltrain “Holiday Train” event, 
where Santa and Mrs. Claus bring 
a cast of characters on a train with 
thousands of lights. A brass band 
and chorus lead in caroling for 20 
minutes. New unwrapped toys and 
books will be collected for needy 
children.
Dec. 6, 7:30-7:45 p.m. 
California Avenue, Palo Alto

Children’s Holiday Decorating 
Party
 Kids will decorate cookies and 

ornaments and enjoy some holiday 
treats.
Dec. 6, 1-2:20 p.m.; 3-3:40 p.m. 
$10-15.
Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St., 
Palo Alto
www.gamblegarden.org/events /
events.html

Holiday Puppet Show
 Nick Barone Puppets will present 
a special “Holiday Treats” puppet 
show for ages 4 and up. 
Dec. 14, 4-4:45 p.m
Atherton Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Sta-
tion Lane, Atherton
www.smcl.org

Children’s Holiday Puppet 
Shows
 “The Nutcracker” by The Puppet 
Company.
Dec. 12, 10-11 a.m. $10/person for 
members and $15/person for non-
members. 
Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St., 
Palo Alto
www.gamblegarden.org/events /
events.html

Hanukkah Story Time
 “The Best Hanukkah Ever” and 
“Hanukkah Moon.” Celebrate this 
holiday through stories, crafts and 
bites of Hanukkah treats. 

Local Businesses
PROVIDING EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS COMPLETE!

As we plan for the holiday season, we 
reflect upon the fine selection of local 

businesses that serve our community’s needs 
so well. Palo Alto boasts a wide variety of 
retail stores that offer gifts to meet the 
tastes and budgets of just about everyone… 
from shops located in neighborhood centers 
to California Avenue and Downtown to 
our regional shopping centers that provide 
unique one-of-a-kind art pieces to high-style 
designer clothing… and holiday decorations 
and cards to the most delectable baked 
goods or special ingredients for your family 
celebrations. It’s all here in Palo Alto.
 Since the holiday season is one of the 
busiest times of the year, it’s a great time to 
take advantage of Palo Alto’s many restau-
rants… to save time for yourself or to en-
tertain friends and family. No matter where 
you shop in Palo Alto, you’ll find eateries to 
satisfy your hunger.
 And when you “shop local” you support 
your community in more ways than one.  
Not only do you support the vitality of local 

shops, restaurants and their employees, you 
participate in building community. When you 
shop Downtown this holiday season, you 
can participate in one of the many events 
planned for the renovated Lytton Plaza. You 
can help the California Avenue merchants 
support the Toys for Tots drive on Sunday, 
December 6 at 7:30 p.m. when Santa arrives 
on the Cal Train. Town & Country Shopping 
Center businesses will match your food 
donations to the Second Harvest Food Bank 
pound for pound starting November 23 
and Stanford Shopping Center will support 
area nonprofits Home and Hope, SV2 and 
the East Palo Alto Academy through gift 
wrapping services, gift tag sales and hot 
chocolate sales through the holiday shop-
ping season. 
 When you shop, eat and have fun in Palo 
Alto this holiday season you help to ensure 
that our businesses will continue to be an 
integral part of the distinctive character of 
our home. Thank you for shopping and din-
ing locally!

This message brought to you by:

yum yum tree
CONTEMPORARY CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

650.917.8900

HOURS:
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

Dec. 6th-20th  Sunday 12 noon-5pm
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HOLIDAY FAIR
Fine Crafts  Local Artists 
December 11, 12, 13, 2009
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5 

Hoover House 
(aka “The Girl Scout House”) 

1120 Hopkins, Palo Alto

for information: 
650-625-1736 or TheArtifactory@aol.com

www.prolificoven.com

550 Waverley Street, Palo Alto 
(650) 326-8485 (650) 326-8668

Fremont Pacific Commons Store, 43337 Boscell Rd., Fremont (510) 252-1098
Quito Village, 18832 Cox Ave., Saratoga  (408) 378-9880

3938 Rivermark Plaza, Santa Clara (408) 986-8388

Voted #1 for our cakes for over 15 years consecutively.

Order Now For  The Holidays.
Our Specialties: Pumpkin, Apple & Pecan Pies.

Best Desserts
P

A
L

O

A LT O W
E

E
K

L
Y

2 0 0 9

BEST OF

Give them the gift of style

PAW$5 exp. 3/31/10. 
1 coupon per child. 
Cannot be combined. 
Valid only at Palo Alto

Kid’s Regular
Haircut

$5 OFF

1st time 
customers only

Town & Country Village, 855 El Camino Real, Suite 125, Palo Alto,CA 94301 
(between Day One & Honeys and Heroes) 

Do you Nanoo?
European made 

children’s clothing 
and accessories.

for sizes newborn up to age 12

Style. Quality. Comfort.

855 El Camino Real, 
Suite 34
Town & Country Village
Palo Alto
(650) 321-6266
nanookids@yahoo.com
www.nanoo4kids.com

Spend the Holidays with Scott’s Seafood.

#1 Town & Country Village Palo Alto

650-323-1555

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Cocktails 7 days a week

www.scottsseafoodpa.com

Town & Country Village
855 El Camino Real Ste 13A

650-391-9842
www.theupsstore.com/6105.htm

North Parking Lot is now 
completely open at 

Town & Country Village 
— Thanks for your 

patience!

Trader Joe’s opens 
on December 4!

Share the Warmth!
Town & Country Village 
Merchants are collecting 
new or gently used coats 

to help those in need 
through January 31, 2010. 

Visit 
www.tandcvillage.com 

for drop off locations

Dec. 13, 11:30 a.m
Kepler’s, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park
www.keplers.com

Atherton Dames Children’s 
Holiday Tea
 Santa Claus will greet the children 
and take photos. The children will 
have a puppet show and other en-
tertainment. The tea is tailored for 
children ages 3-10, with tea sand-
wiches, mini-muffins and treats.
Dec. 13, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. $20 for first 
child and adult, $10 for each addi-
tional adult or child. 
Holbrook-Palmer Park Pavilion, 150 
Watkins Ave., Atherton
650-892-6253

Robin Preiss Glasser’s 
“Fancy Nancy: Splendiferous 
Christmas”
 Story time featuring a Fancy Nan-
cy Christmas tale for kids. 
Dec. 16, 5:30 p.m.
Kepler’s, 1010 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park
www.keplers.com

Celebrations of Light
 Emerson School, grades 1-8, cel-
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ebrates the traditions of Dongzhi, 
Winter Solstice, Diwali, Las Posa-
das, Hanukkah and more through 
stories, food and activities for fami-
lies.
Dec. 17, 5-7 p.m., at Emerson 
School, 2800 W. Bayshore Road, 
Palo Alto. This event is free.
www.headsup.org

Where to give
Community Services Agency 
of Mountain View and Los 
Altos.

Volunteers are needed to support 
distribution programs. Monetary 
donations are also welcome, as are 
donations of food, toys and clothing. 
A schedule of volunteer opportuni-
ties is available online. To sign up or 
to get more information, visit www.
csacares.org/html/hsp.html, email 
Alison Hopkins at ahopkins@csac-
ares.org or call 650-964-4630. 204 
Stierlin Road, Mountain View.

Cops That Care
The Mountain View Police De-

partment is now accepting new, un-

wrapped toys and clothing as well as 
gift cards and cash. This program is 
designed for families in Mountain 
View that are unable to purchase 
gifts for their children this holiday 
season. Donations can be brought 
directly to the police department. 
For more information about this 
program, contact 650-903-6344. 
1000 Villa St., Mountain View. 

InnVision
Donations of new books and toys 

are needed for distribution through 
the annual “Holiday Toy Shoppe.” 
Donors are also needed to “adopt” 
families and individual clients 
through donations of gifts and gift 
cards. Donations of canned food and 
coffee are also welcome. Visit www.
innvision.org, e-mail donating@in-
nvision.org or call 650-324-5357. 

Food donations are accepted Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. All food donations can go 425 
Hamilton address at the All Saints 
Church. Toys and other gifts can be 
sent to the Opportunity Center at 33 
Encina Ave, Palo Alto.

Pet Food Express
Raise money for a nonprofit cat-

rescue organization and Palo Alto 
Animal Services on Saturday, Dec. 
12, from noon to 4 p.m., by bring-
ing pets to have their pictures taken 
with Santa Claus. All proceeds ben-
efit Itty Bitty Orphan Kitty Rescue 
(IBOK) and its emergency medical 
fund. Photos are $10 for one, $15 
for two, and all participants receive 
a free thank-you gift from Pet Food 
Express. Throughout the month of 
December, the store is also offering 

a “giving tree,” with proceeds ben-
efiting Palo Alto Animal Services 
and IBOK. Customers can make 
donations of foods and toys after 
selecting ornaments from the store’s 
Christmas tree. Visit www.petfood-
express.com or call 650-856-6666. 
3910 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.

PETCO’s Tree of Hope Fund-
raiser

Through Dec. 24, PETCO stores 
are selling ornament cards in de-
nominations of $1, $5, $10 or $20 to 
benefit the PETCO Foundation for 
orphaned animals. Donations may 
also be made online. Visit www.pet-
co.com or call 650-966-1233. 1919 
El Camino Real, Mountain View. 

Ronald McDonald House at 
Stanford

The house has holiday “giving 
ornaments” (with one needed item 
listed on each ornament) available 
for decorating office Christmas 
trees or other holiday displays. The 
“wish-list” items are also displayed 
online. New, unwrapped gifts should 
be brought to the house. Monetary 
donations and volunteers are always 
appreciated as well. For information 
on obtaining and using the “giving 
ornaments,” contact Olga Corral at 
olga@ronaldhouse.net or call 650-
470-6008. For general information, 
visit www.ronaldhouse.net or call 
650 470-6000. 520 Sand Hill Road, 
Palo Alto. 

St. Anthony’s of Padua Dining 
Room

The St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room needs hams, fresh produce 
and all the trimmings for its Christ-
mas Meal served on Dec. 25th. from 
noon to 2:30 p.m. to the needy.

New toys are also needed to give 
away for children 2-14 years of age 
to be distributed on Christmas Eve. 
Open hours for donations are 8 
a.m. -4 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 
holiday-food donations can be ac-
cepted throughout Dec. Monetary 
and clothing donations are also ac-
cepted, as well as canned goods of 
all kinds.  Visit paduadiningroom.
com, 3500 Middlefield Road, Menlo 
Park or call 650-365-9665 or 650-
365-9664.”

Support Network for Battered 
Women

SNBW is seeking gift cards in 
small denominations for families 
in critical need. A list of appropri-
ate gift cards is available online. 
Normal office hours are Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit www.
snbw.org/donate/gift_cards.htm, 
e-mail snbwgiftsprogram@yahoo.
com or call 408-541-6100 ext. 135. 
1257 Tasman Drive, Sunnyvale. 

Toys For Tots
Through Dec. 18, new, unwrapped 

toys for children of all ages can be 
dropped off at local Coldwell Bank-
er offices. The toys will be delivered 
by the United States Marine Corps 
Reserve to local charitable organiza-
tions, which will do the distribution 
to kids. Coldwell Banker locations 
include 245 Lytton Ave., Ste. 100, 
Palo Alto; 800 El Camino Real, 
Ste. 300, Menlo Park; 116 Portola 
Road, Portola Valley; 2969 Wood-
side Road, Woodside. 

526 Waverley Street Downtown Palo Alto
650-328-8555

Buy 1 Playmobil Toy 
get second at 50% off!
Valid thru Dec. 6 2009. Not valid with other offers or discounts.

Second item must be of equal or lesser value.

Give the 
Gift of an 
Avenidas 
Village 

Membership

“No Need for Mom or Me 
to Worry Anymore!”

A cost-eff ective support system to keep your parents:
 ♦ Independent
  ♦ Mobile & Active
   ♦ Connected & Safe

450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
650-289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org

To:       
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introduces the most innovative 
and effective smoothing 
treatment in the world ...

The ONLY Professional Smoothing Treatment 
that improves the health of the hair.

Ask about our introductory holiday prices!

650.324.2007
Stanford Shopping Center

CallNow!

The Palo Alto YMCA
Through Dec. 14, the Palo Alto 

Family YMCA will be collecting 
gifts for The Family Giving Tree, 
to provide a present for every child, 
adult and senior who has asked for 
one. The giving tree will be dis-
played in the lobby with cards at-
tached to it, and interested parties 
can take one or more cards and 
purchase the gift listed on the card, 
returning the gift unwrapped to the 
YMCA, with the card attached. The 
YMCA will also have blank cards 
available if individuals would prefer 
to write a check or give a gift card. 
To donate to The Family Giving 
Tree online, visit www.thefamily-
givingtree.org. 

Also, on Thursday, Dec. 10, the 
Holiday Card and Cookie Making 
Social will take place from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. where participants 
will create cards and decorate cook-
ies to be donated to the patients at 
the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital. It 
is asked that attendees bring either 
cookie dough to bake or already-
baked cookies to donate. Sugar-free 
cookies are preferred.

The YMCA is at 3412 Ross Road, 
Palo Alto.  

Sounds of the 
season
Philharmonia Baroque Or-
chestra presents “Gloria!”

Philharmonia Chorale director 
Bruce Lamott and co-concertmaster 
Elizabeth Blumenstock will conduct 
the Orchestra and the Philharmonia 
Chorale in a concert of instrumental 
and vocal Baroque holiday favorites, 
featuring Vivaldi’s “Winter” from 
“The Four Seasons” and “Gloria.” 
Fri., Dec. 4, 8-10:30 p.m. $30-$75. 
First United Methodist Church, 625 
Hamilton Ave. Palo Alto.
info@philharmonia.org

20 Harps for the Holidays
 Harpeggio Studios presents their 
11th annual holiday concert. The 
program includes festive classical 
and holiday music, harp solos and 
ensembles, studio ensemble of more 
than 20 harps, and a return of guest 
artist Meko (formerly Mike Walls). 
Sponsored by LAUMC. 
Dec. 5, 4-6 p.m. $10 & $15. 
Los Altos United Methodist Church, 
655 Magdalena Ave., Los Altos.
www.harpeggio.com

Viva la Musica!
 Choir, orchestra and soloists will 
present Bach and Holiday Lights 
in concert under the direction of 
Shulamit Hoffmann.
Dec. 19, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Carrington Hall, 1201 Brewster at 
Broadway, Redwood City
www.vivalamusica.org

“Old Chesnuts, New Fire”
 Holiday concert featuring: Brit-
ten, Byrd, Pärt, Biebl, Gesualdo, 
Tavener; the Bay Area’s own Apra-
hamian, Conte, Bielawa, Nixon, 
Peterson; and world premieres by 
Composer-in-Residence Brian Hol-

mes and Christopher Marshall.
Dec. 5, 8 p.m. 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave. Palo Alto

Gryphon Carolers Holiday 
Concert
 Innovative holiday songs from the 
Gryphon Carolers.
Dec. 12, 7-10 p.m. Premium seating 
is $25 for adults and $18 for seniors 
and children under 12.

Spangenberg Theater, 780 Arastra-
dero Road, Palo Alto
www.gryphoncarolers.com

Soli Deo Gloria: Songs of Na-
tivity
 Soli Deo Gloria with Orchestra 
Gloria conducted by Allen Simon 
presents a holiday concert “Songs 
of Nativity” featuring Respighi’s 
“Laud to the Nativity” with chorus 
and soloists Pamela Sebastian, Heidi 
Waterman, and Brian Thorsett. Plus 
Christmas music by Swedish com-
poser Anders Öhrwall. 
Dec. 5, 5-6:30 p.m. $25, $20. Stu-
dents grades K-8, free. 
First Lutheran Church, 600 Homer 
Ave., Palo Alto.
www.sdgloria.org
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L O OS SA L T

M A R ION  
JACK STONS
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 

AND SHOES FOR  
BOYS & GIRLS 

Infants to Size 14 

Now Open Sundays 12-4pm 
Open Friday Nights till 8pm

650.948.0948

Children's Clothing 
& Shoes

Children’s Gift Items

248 Main Street, Los Altos  (650) 947-0699
10-6 Mon-Sat; 11-5 Sun

I SIK SD

O L YLN

173 Main St., Los Altos CA
650.941.6043

NEW 
AWARD 

WINNING

ADVENTURE TOYS

Find the 
Perfect Gift

www.lindentreebooks.com
(650) 949-3390

170 State Street, Los AltosRandom House

LINDEN TREE
CHILDREN’S RECORDS & BOOKS

Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30 am-5:30pmFun For The Whole Family

SPECIALIZING  
IN THE BEST 

OF BABY  
ESSENTIALS

220 State Street #1, Los Altos, Ca 94022

Mon-Sat : 10am-6pm
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368 S. California Avenue

Paralegal and Notary Services

230 S. California Ave., Suite 103, Palo Alto 
Phone: 650-324-3800 Email: FTP230@gmail.com

Give your family peace of 
mind and safeguard their 
future with your gift of a 

Living Trust! Special year-end 
pricing of only $449.

Happy Holidays and 
Thank  You For Your Business

U.S.D.A. Prime 
Filet Mignon

1921 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto

650.321.6798
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Santa Arrives 
Sunday Evening 
December 6th!

California Avenue Shopping District 
merchants welcome one and all 
to ring in the Holiday Season at 
7:30 on Sunday, December 6, when 
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive on 
the Holiday Train at the Cal Ave 
Caltrain depot. The Holiday Train 
is bedecked with 40,000 lights 
and festooned with decorations as 
it makes its annual run from San 
Francisco. The Salvation Army Brass 
Band and a live chorus will lead 
caroling from a special car on the 
train. Bins are available to donate 
new, unwrapped toys and books 
for the U.S. Marine Corp Reserves 
”Toys for Tots” program and the 
Salvation Army toy drive to benefi t 
needy Bay Area children.

Happy Holidays
 from
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BEST 
STATIONERY STORE

Great and 
meaningful cards 

and gifts
384 University Ave, 
Downtown Palo Alto 

650.321.3700

www.letterperfect.com
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Ballet America’s 
“Nutcracker”
 Ballet America presents the clas-
sic holiday story of “The Nutcrack-
er.”
Dec. 11 and 12, 7-9 p.m. $20 - $35.
Carrington Hall, 1201 Brewster 
Ave., Redwood City
www.balletamerica.org/

Western Ballet’s “ The Nut-
cracker”
 Production of the classic holiday 
ballet presented one of the Bay Ar-
ea’s nonprofit chamber ballet com-
panies.
Dec. 4-6, $28 adults; $26 students; 
$25 seniors/children.
Mountain View Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 500 Castro St., Moun-
tain View
westernballet.org 

Schola Seraphica
 Members of the Catholic Church-
es of Menlo Park will join forces 
with the St. Francis High School 
Chamber Choir under the direction 
of Margaret Durando in a Christmas 
concert at St.Patrick’s Seminary. 
Choral music from Gabrieli and 
Mendelssohn will be sung.
Dec. 6, 2:30-4 p.m., 
$20general/$15seniors-students.
St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 Middle-

field Road. Menlo Park.
650-323-8328

“A Civil War Christmas”
 TheatreWorks presents the West 
Coast premiere of “A Civil War 
Christmas,” a musical. Fact and fic-
tion, old-time carols, and traditional 
tunes entwine in a saga of a divided 
nation longing for hope.
Dec. 2-27, $26-$62. 
Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middle-
field Road, Palo Alto.
www.theatreworks.org

“An Old Fashioned Christmas”
 Ragazzi Boys Chorus presents 
“An Old Fashioned Christmas,” 
performing  classics such as “Dixit 
Maria” by Hassler and “The Glory 
of the Father” by Hovland.
Dec. 5, 5 p.m. $25 reserved, $15 
general, $12 seniors, $10 students.
First Congregational Church, 1985 
Louis Road, Palo Alto
www.Ragazzi.org
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Obituaries

Bob Greider, 85 passed away peacefully at his home in Palo Alto 
on November 18, 2009.  He was born in Baltimore, MD on November 
25, 1923.  He attended Purdue University and Michigan where he 
graduated with an engineering degree and was an active member of 
the Sigma Chi Fraternity.

Bob moved to the Bay Area in 1950 where he met and married his 
wife Barbara and settled in Palo Alto in 1957.  Bob is survived by his 
wife of 58 years, children John, Liz, Tom and 8 grandchildren.

Bob worked in sales construction for over 50 years.  He was a 
member of the Engineering Utilities Contractors Association and the 
Beavers Association.  Bob was very active in Palo Alto’s Neighbors 
Abroad program hosting exchange students from all over the world.  
He worked as a mentor at local elementary schools and was always 
available to donate his time with helping others.

Ever the sports enthusiast, Bob’s 2 main passions were tennis and 
running.  He was consistently ranked in the Nor Cal seniors and won 
several 5k races for his age group.  In retirement Bob loved to travel 
with Barbara in their motor home, visiting grandchildren and socializing 
with the Bay Area Jipsies.

Bob had a true love for life.  He lived every moment to the fullest and 
those lives he touched will forever remember a fun, kind, gentle and 
caring person.   He was truly one of a kind.  At Bob’s request, there will 
be no services.  Contributions to the charity of your choice.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  ·  B U R L I N G A M E  ·  S A N  M A T E O  ·  P A L O  A L T O  ·  L O S  A L T O S

Business | Personal

At Borel Private Bank in Palo Alto, our success 
is built on relationships, both business and 
personal. Having a bank that understands both is 
like having, well, money in the bank.

Borel – where business and personal banking meet.

R E L A T I O N S H I P  B A N K I N G

Member of Boston Private Wealth Management Group

245 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 

www.borel.com | 650.463.8700
EQUAL HOUSING

LENDERMEMBER FDIC

business banking:
business loans, messenger 
service, cash management 

personal banking: 
checking, online banking, 
home loans, cds

Albert C. Lechner, 68, died on November 27, 2009, in Palo Alto.

Born in Philadelphia, Al graduated from Northeast Catholic High School 
and from Drexel University with a degree in electrical engineering.  He 
moved, with his wife Helen, to Palo Alto to work for RCA, Fairchild, and a 
series of startups.

Al loved living in California and enjoyed cross-country skiing, biking, 
and especially hiking the Yosemite high country.  Trips to Europe with Helen 
were another great pleasure.   Al was a fine cook and delighted in sharing 
meals with good friends.

He is survived by his wife, Helen, sister Connie Seaman of Berkeley 
Springs, WV, nieces Caryn Seaman of Kauai, HI, and Beth King of Berkeley 
Springs, WV; as well as a loving collection of East Coast cousins. 

His family requests, in lieu of flowers, donations to the Yosemite 
Association, P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Sunday, December 6, 2009 at 2pm
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

Vignettes of 
Palo Alto:

Program host: 
Karen Holman

memories of life
in a special city

Lucie Stern Community Center

#1PREMIER TERMITE INC. Lic#PR2464

PREMIER CONSTRUCTION INC Lic#611710

   GOT
TERMITES?

Offer expires 12/31/09

TERMITE ERADICATION & DRY ROT REPAIR
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650-726-7756
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 61

Fresh news  
delivered daily

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Founder of Head 
Start Fay Bauling 
dies

Fay Bauling, 100, a 37-year resi-
dent of Palo Alto and founder of the 
U.S. Head Start program, died Nov. 
26 in Israel.

She was born Fay Curtis in Chi-
cago. She married accountant Henry 
Bauling in 1929. They raised two 
daughters and eventually retired to 
Palo Alto in 1972.

A kindergarten teacher and author-
ity on early-childhood education, 
she was licensing children’s day care 
centers for the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services in 
the early 1960s when she was asked 
to review a Montessori school. She 
was appalled by the rigidly struc-
tured program that characterized the 
Montessori model at that time. 

“There was no free play, no mu-
sic, no storytelling, no sand play, no 
playground,” she recalled many years 
later. “The children even had to wash 
their hands a certain way. It was aw-
ful.” Upset that she couldn’t deny the 
school a license, she resigned her 
position. 

That same day, coincidentally, she 
heard legendary Chicago radio host 
Studs Terkel extolling the virtues of 
Montessori early education on the 
air. She called the station, angrily 
told Terkel he didn’t know his topic 
and demanded equal time. Intrigued, 
Terkel invited her to the studio for 
the first of what would be several 
spirited debates with local Montes-
sori officials. 

The radio debates brought her to 
the attention of the federal officials 
tasked with implementing Lady Bird 
Johnson’s idea for a national pre-
school program, Project Head Start. 
Bauling was appointed chairman of 
the nation’s first pilot program. She 
designed the curriculum around the 
ideas she had nurtured over a 30-year 
period — a relaxed atmosphere, free 
play, music, storytelling and lots of 
interaction. 

She launched the initial Head 
Start pilot program in Chicago in 
1964, and her model was subse-
quently adopted by the administra-
tion of President Lyndon B. John-
son. The Johnson administration 
took Head Start nationwide in 1965 
and millions of American children 
participate to this day.

“She never minded one that only 
family and friends knew she had 
changed the lives of generations of 
American children. It was reward 
enough for her to see the early child-
hood education program she de-
signed, founded and named Project 
Head Start grow to a national institu-
tion,” loved ones recall. 

She never lost her twin passions 
for education and literature. She 
founded several book clubs and con-
ducted a continuing literary lecture 
series at the Palo Alto Jewish Com-
munity Center until she was well 
into nineties. After turning 100 this 
year, she moved to Israel to live with 
her grandson’s family. 

She was predeceased by husband 
Henry (1991) and daughter Sylvia 
Lipcon (1997). 

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Alice (Richard) Stiebel of Palo 
Alto; younger sister, Rhoda Curtis 
of Berkeley; five grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren.
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Mediators’ correction
Editor,

As the volunteer program chairs 
of the Palo Alto Mediation Program 
(PAMP), we are writing to assure 
your readers that our program is 
stronger than ever. Our city funding 
has not been terminated, contrary 
to the article in the Nov. 27 Week-
ly, and we have been assured that 
the city’s financial and leadership 
support of our program remains 
strong.  

For more than 30 years, the 25 
volunteer mediators who comprise 
PAMP have helped the citizens of 
Palo Alto successfully resolve thou-
sands of landlord-tenant, neighbor-
neighbor and consumer-business 
disputes through confidential con-
ciliation and mediation. In addition, 
as part of the PAMP program, Proj-
ect Sentinel provides an even great-
er number of Palo Alto residents, 
property owners and businesses 
with advice on landlord-tenant and 
neighbor-neighbor issues.  

In addition to dispute-resolution 
services, the mediation program is 
responsible for the implementation 
of the ìMandatory Response Ordi-
nanceî on behalf of the City of Palo 
Alto. This program brings tenants 
and landlords together in a neutral 
setting designed to encourage reso-
lution of issues such as rent increas-
es and repair complaints. 

PAMP’s services are essential 
to maintaining the quality of life 
that makes Palo Alto such a special 
community, a contribution that the 
City of Palo Alto has recognized on 
many occasions. We look forward to 
continuing to serve the needs of our 
community for many more years to 
come. More information on our pro-
gram is available at www.pamedia-
tion.org and 650-856-4062. 

Andrea Werboff and
 Megan Gorman

Co-chairs of PAMP

Renaming plaza
Editor,

While your guest opinion writer 
Sunny Dykwel offered a reasonably-
sounding rationale for renaming our 
(upcoming) rejuvenated Lytton Pla-
za as “Thoits Plaza,” her reasoning 
falls flat.

Granted, Mr. Thoits and his fam-
ily made major contributions to our 
town, so indeed it is only appropri-
ate that we should acknowledge 
their legacy by attaching their name 
to a permanent, tangible, part of our 
city, but not to Lytton Plaza.

Memory naturally tends to get 
fuzzy, but as best I recall, Bart Lyt-
ton contributed greatly to our city 
and bequeathed the plaza property 
to us before he passed on, rather 
early.

If we must re-name it, we should 
honor the woman who established 
the first high school in Palo Alto, 
Ana Zschokke. Well, who could 

pronounce her name?
So, how about Lee DeForrest (a 

Palo Altan), who invented electron-
ics? His device controlled the flow 
of electrons in a way that followed 
the pattern of human speech.

It all started here, thanks to Lee 
DeForrest.

Ruben Contreras
Waverley Street

Palo Alto

Yes to Thoits Plaza
Editor,

Yes to Sunny Dykwel’s excellent 
and informative guest opinion last 
Friday suggesting a perfectly appro-
priate renaming of the plaza at Uni-
versity Avenue and Ramona Street.

I hope this turns out to be a “no 
brainer” that there is not sufficient 
provenance to justify “Lytton.”

As I recall, Bart Lytton was the 
flamboyant chairman of the Board 
of Lytton Savings and Loan that 
was located across Ramona Street, 
a financial institution that left our 
community fabric several decades 
ago. The naming had nothing to do 
with Lytton Avenue.

As a real estate agent almost 50 
years ago, as a plebe, I recall go-
ing to Warren Thoits’ offices on 

more than one occasion to negoti-
ate a lease on behalf of a client in 
one of the many family owned Palo 
Alto downtown properties. I earned 
maybe $50 or $75 for the effort, but 
most importantly I remember the ut-
ter respect this man provided me in 
our negotiations. Over the years we 
were not close friends but acquain-
tances at least and he always showed 
a generosity of spirit.

The Thoits family is utterly re-
markable, as Sunny has so well out-
lined, that it has continued through-
out the generations and seems to 
have held to principles and values 
that we all revere yet find difficult 
to pass on to those that follow, par-
ticularly in the context of 50 or 100 
years.

To this day, family holdings in-
clude modest buildings along Uni-
versity Avenue at Webster Street 
that now are used commercially but 
were built as residences that could 
have been exploited and developed 
into a major office development.

Yes for Thoits Plaza!
Bill Reller

Crescent Drive
Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

$4.8 million ‘error’  
is third big gaffe

Newly discovered overspending gap in last year’s city 
budget is the third big embarrassment to Jim Keene’s 

14-month tenure — needing corrective action

T he disclosure last week that Palo Alto budget officials only recently 
became aware of an additional $4.8 million deficit in the fiscal 
year that ended last June 30 is almost too shocking to believe.  

It is also the third major blunder of City Manager Jim Keene’s 
administration in recent months, after the clear-cutting of 63 
oak trees on California Avenue last July and failure of the 
administration to provide a police-auditor report to the City 
Council for five months.

While the three highly embarrassing incidents are technically 
unrelated, they are symptomatic of management failures that 
Keene urgently needs to address.

To his credit, Keene has not hesitated to acknowledge all 
three mistakes and his responsibility to address the management 
problems that allowed them to occur.  

He’s announced a major overhaul of the budget management 
system and the budget manager who failed to notice or report 
last spring that expenses and revenues were drastically missing 
projections is no longer with the city. An “Office of Management 
and Budget” is being created to assure that such a catastrophically 
huge mistake never happens again. 

The other two serious instances of poor oversight include:

the California Avenue business district, when a Public Works 
Department staff member mistakenly approved their removal 
without waiting the required 14 days for possible appeal. Keene, 
who says he did not have knowledge that the plan was to take out 
all the trees at once, apologized profusely to the council and the 
community. 

Michael Gennaco to the City Council. The report, which was only 
mildly critical of the department and exonerated it from several 
citizen complaints, was submitted in April but did not get to the 
council until late October. 

Keene assumed responsibility for the incomprehensible delay 
— saying he believed Gennaco had sent copies directly to the nine 
City Council members. 

But it is the surprise new $4.8 million budget deficit that is the 
most serious, and which will have the longest-lasting impact.

The deficit resulted from salary and claims expenses being 
greater than projected: $2.1 million was due to there being fewer 
staff vacancies during the year than expected; $900,000 came 
from police and fire department overtime, which is usually offset 
by savings from staff vacancies; and $1.8 million was a result of 
claims against the city being higher than budgeted. 

For anyone who wants a full picture of the budget crisis the 
staff report is at www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.
asp?BlobID=17959.

It is astonishing that in the volatile economic times we’re 
in, Keene and his top lieutenants were not reviewing variance 
reports on at least a monthly basis to track any variations from 
projections. No successful business these days operates without a 
virtual compulsion for tracking expenses and making adjustments 
necessary to avoid a financial crisis.

Discovering these variances and then waiting to communicate 
them to the City Council more than four months after the end 
of the fiscal year shows either a stunning lack of competence or 
oversight, or both.

The council’s Finance Committee made these same views 
bluntly known to Keene and his staff at a meeting earlier this 
week.

Just last spring the budget staff was embroiled in how to cut $10 
million from this fiscal year’s budget, a huge challenge that has 
since grown by another $5.4 million to be cut by next June 30. 

And projections are that 2011 could be even worse, with big 
increases in state retirement payments expected.

“It’s unlike anything I’ve seen in my career,” Keene told the 
Weekly. Economically speaking, “We have a perfect storm,” he 
said. 

Keene is certainly right about the seriousness of the city’s 
economic predicament. But to navigate through it the new city 
manager better quickly get a firmer grip on the tiller at City Hall. 
It’s hard enough to address these challenges when management 
is doing its job, and the community has every reason to question 
whether Keene has the right team in place to get us through this 
“perfect storm.”

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Do you think the $15 trash-pickup surcharge for 
“narrow, private street” residents is fair?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Online Editor Tyler 
Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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“What was the last good book you read?” Asked at the main branch of the Palo Alto Library. Interviews by John Squire. Photographs by Shawn Fender.

Peter von Clemm
General Contractor
Matadero Avenue, Palo Alto

“’Guns Germs and Steel’ by Jared 
Diamond. It’s so fascinating in terms of 
giving us a view of how we populated 
the world the way we did.”

Nona Gamel
Retiree
Durham Street, Menlo Park

“’The Journey.’ It’s about traveling to 
a concentration camp. Apparently the 
author had a difficult time getting it 
published because it was very poetic.”

Marco Einaudi
Professor
Stanford

“’An Inconvinient Truth’ by Al Gore. It 
wasn’t a good book. Obviously it was 
written by a non-scientist that didn’t 
understand the issues.” 

Bernard Gifford
Professor
Guinda Street, Palo Alto

“’Predictably Irrational’ by Dan Ariley. 
What he talks about is how we’re not 
as rational as we think we are. It helps 
us understand how we got into this 
financial crisis.”

Rosie Schairer
Student
Greer Road, Palo Alto

“’East of Eden’ by John Steinbeck. It 
was interesting to read as a Californian 
because it was about the area.”

by Lisa Frederiksen

N ext week I’ll be 
traveling to the 
Mojave Desert, 

to Fort Irwin National 
Training Center. It’s 
way out there in the 
High Mojave, 37 miles 
northeast of Barstow 
and midway between 
Las Vegas and San 
Bernardino. 

It’s way out there, a long way from my Men-
lo Park home. But the location is perfect for its 
current mission: to train U.S. troops, regard-
less of their service branch, in desert combat 
before they deploy to Iraq or Afghanistan.  

I had given a presentation at Ft. Irwin in 
August, titled: “Alcohol and the Brain: How 
a Person Can Lose Control of Their Drink-
ing.” They invited me back to do an expanded 
program that incorporates new research on 
alcohol and the brain — and in recognition of 
December being National Drunk and Drugged 
Driving Prevention Month.

I’ve since been wrestling with how I would 
do that. I want to give them something more 
than the usual “Don’t drink and drive” mes-
sage. So I’ve decided to focus on secondhand 
drinking, a term used to describe the ripple ef-
fects of a person’s alcohol misuse on families, 
co-workers, fellow soldiers, fellow students 
and society at large.

Driving while impaired presents a multitude 
of secondhand-drinking impacts, some literal, 
some deadly. You may have heard the stag-
gering number of persons nationally who set 
off this ripple effect. In one year, more than 
1.4 million drivers were arrested for driving 
under the influence of alcohol or narcotics. 

This accounts for less than 1 percent of the 
159 million self-reported episodes of alcohol-
impaired driving among American adults 
each year.

Even more horrific is the number of people 
killed by alcohol-impaired drivers. The num-
ber of folks injured is stunning, too:  more 
than half a million —  an average of one per-
son almost every minute. The costs in pain 
and suffering of survivors is immeasurable: 
paralysis, disfigurement, lost limbs, lost jobs 
or earning power, and emotional trauma. Add 
the impacts on the drivers’ family members 
and friends and you quickly see how far-
reaching secondhand-drinking impacts can 
be.

Then consider the children.  
A segment on an October Oprah Winfrey 

Show, titled “A Mother’s Fatal Decision,” 
sheds light on the horrors of children having 
to advocate for their safety with an adult who 
is too drunk to drive. The segment featured 
Carmen, a mom who had driven after drink-
ing with seven young girls in her car follow-
ing a slumber party. Carmen crashed. Three 
of the girls were thrown from the car — one 
died, two were seriously injured and Carmen 
was charged with vehicular manslaughter. Her 
blood alcohol content was .132, well over the 
legal limit.   

Kayla, 11, one of the passengers and a friend 
of the girl who was killed,  was Oprah’s guest. 
Here is the essence of what Kayla said about 
how Carmen appeared (in other words, “Was 
she drunk?”):

“I told Brittany that her mom looks like 
she’s kind of drunk, and Brittany said that ... if 
her mom was drunk her eyes would be closed 
a little, you know like closed a bit, and that 
her eyes weren’t closed so she wasn’t drunk. 

... I believed her because Brittany knows her 
mom, you know like knows her mom like re-
ally, really, really well. And I like know her 
like half and half.”

When Oprah asked what made Kayla think 
[Brittany’s] mom might be drunk, Kayla an-
swered: “To me it was the way she was talk-
ing. ... It’s like hard to explain.”

The Oprah segment brings home the reality 
of what millions of children face each day — 
how to handle secondhand drinking.

In this case, it was two 11-year-old girls 
trying to figure out whether a mother was 
too drunk to drive. And Brittany, Carmen’s 
daughter, has been trying to keep herself safe 
for some time with an “I know when she’s 
drunk” test that measures the extent to which 
her mom’s eyes are closed. 

We need to stop here and let this sink in 
because it drives home the impacts of sec-
ondhand drinking on children. Not only the 
obvious ones — accidents, deaths and injuries 
— but the less obvious but no less far-reach-
ing ones: child endangerment, confusion, lost 
trust, verbal and physical abuse, trouble in 
school, and fear. 

To help children facing consequences of 
secondhand drinking we need to expand 
alcohol-abuse education in schools, medical 
practices, society and homes to include signs 
a child should look for in an adult that may 
indicate the adult is impaired and should not 
be driving. We need to teach children what 
a child can say to decline a ride and call for 
help. And, perhaps the most challenging and 
damaging long-term, how a child can cope 
and keep safe when living in a home where 
there is alcohol misuse.

This is a much different educational pro-
gram than the “Why alcohol is bad for you 

and why you should not partake” message of 
most substance-abuse education today. But it 
is one for which we have a tremendously suc-
cessful precedent: the secondhand-smoking 
campaign. As a society we were able to make 
a significant difference in the smoking cul-
ture in America once we started publicizing 
the impacts of secondhand smoke. We must 
do the same for the impacts of secondhand 
drinking. 

One in four children in America will be 
exposed to a family member’s alcohol abuse 
and/or alcoholism before the age of 18. That 
affects both those children and potentially 
their friends. 

So as the troops and civilians celebrate De-
cember as National Drunk and Drugged Driv-
ing Prevention Month at Fort Irwin, I encour-
age us locally to start talking about all of  “it” 
— openly, fully and often — for our children’s 
sake. Perhaps then we can help other 11-year-
olds avoid what happened to the children in “A 
Mother’s Fatal Decision.” Perhaps then we can 
help the millions of children who are having 
similar secondhand-drinking experiences in 
silence, solitude, secrecy and shame.

 Perhaps then we can change the drinking 
culture in America that contributes to the stag-
gering numbers of people who drive drunk. 

Lisa Frederiksen is a Menlo Park resi-
dent and a researcher, writer, speaker and 
consultant, and most recently the author of 
her seventh book: “If You Loved Me, You’d 
Stop! What You Really Need To Know When 
Your Loved One Drinks Too Much.” She 
also writes a blog, www.BreakingTheCycles.
com, and gives presentations. She can be e-
mailed at lisa@breakingthecycles.com.

‘Secondhand drinking’ is as dangerous as secondhand smoking
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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E ach year the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund raises money to 
support programs serving families and children in the Palo 
Alto area. Since the Weekly and the Silicon Valley Community 

Foundation cover all the administrative costs, every dollar raised goes 
directly to support community programs through grants to non-profit 
organizations ranging from $1,000 to $25,000.

And with the generous suppor t of matching grants from local 
foundations, including the Packard and Hewlett foundations and the 
Peery & Arrillaga family foundations, your tax-deductible gift will be 
doubled in size. A donation of $100 turns into $200 with the foundation 
matching gifts.

Whether as an individual, a business or in honor of someone else, 
help us beat last year's total of $260,000 by making a generous 
contribution to the Holiday Fund. 

With your generosity, we can give a major boost to the programs in 
our community helping kids and families.

Give to the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund 
and your donation is doubled. You give to 

non-profit groups that work right here in our 
community. It’s a great way to ensure that 

your charitable donations are 
working at home.

Non-profit grant application 
and guidelines at

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

CLICK 
AND 
GIVE

Support our Kids
with a gift to the Holiday Fund.      

Last Year’s 
Grant Recipients

Adolescent Counseling Services .... $10,000
Art in Action .......................................... $5,000
Baby Basics of the Peninsula, Inc. ... $1,200
Bread of Life.......................................... $5,000
Breast Cancer Connections ............... $5,000
California Family Foundation .............. $2,500
Cleo Eulau Center................................. $5,000
Collective Roots.................................. $10,000
Community Legal Services in EPA .... $7,500
Community Working Group, Inc. ........ $7,500
Downtown Streets, Inc. .................... $10,000
East Palo Alto Children’s  
Day Committee ..................................... $5,000
East Palo Alto Kids Foundation ........ $10,000
East Palo Alto Youth Court .................. $7,500
Environmental Volunteers .................. $3,000
EPA.net................................................... $5,000
Foothill-De Anza Foundation .............. $7,500
Foundation for a College Education .. $5,000
Hidden Villa ........................................... $5,000
InnVision .............................................. $10,000
Jordan Middle School PTA ................. $5,000
Kara ...................................................... $10,000
Midpeninsula Community 
Media Center ........................................ $5,000
Music in the Schools Foundation ...... $5,000
New Creation Home Ministries ......... $7,500
Nuestra Casa ...................................... $10,000
Opportunity Health Center ................ $10,000
Palo Alto Art Center Foundation ........ $5,000
Palo Alto Drug and Alcohol Community 
Collaborative (PADACC) .................... $10,000
Palo Alto YMCA .................................. $10,000
Reading Partners ............................... $25,000
St. Elizabeth Seton School.................. $7,500
St. Vincent de Paul Society ................ $6,000
TheatreWorks ....................................... $5,000
Youth Community Service ................... $7,500

CHILD CARE CAPITAL GRANTS
Children’s Center .................................. $5,000
Family Service Agency........................ $5,000
The Children’s Pre-School Center ..... $5,000

8 Anonymous $1950
Ed & Margaret  Arnold **
Bob & Corrine  Aulgur **
Larry Baer & Stephanie Klein **
Richard Baumgartner 
& Elizabeth Salzer 300
Lovinda  Beal **
Kenneth Bencala 
& Sally O’Neal 100
Tatyana  Berezin 100
Bonnie  Berg **
Roy & Carol  Blitzer **
Steve & Linda  Boxer **
Braff Family 250
Richard & Carolyn  Brennan **
Mae  Briskin **
Allan & Marilyn  Brown 500
Sallie I. Brown **
Bruce  Campbell **
M.  Dieckmann 200
Ted & Cathy  Dolton **
Attorney Susan Dondershine 200
Eugene & Mabel  Dong 200
Tom & Ellen  Ehrlich **
Leif & Sharon   Erickson 250
Stanley & Betty  Evans **
Solon  Finkelstein 250
Debbie  Ford-Scriba 50
Mike & Cathie  Foster 500
Gregory & Penny  Gallo 500
Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar 50
Margot  Goodman **
Wick & Mary  Goodspeed **
Richard & Lynda  Greene 250
Hahn Family **
Michael & Nancy  Hall 1000

Phil Hanawalt & Graciela Spivak **
Havern Family 2500
Walt & Kay  Hays **
Roland Hsu & Julia Noblitt **
Zelda  Jury 100
Edward  Kanazawa **
Eric Keller & Janice Bohman  250
Sue  Kemp 250
Hal & Iris  Korol **
Art   Kraemer 50
Tony & Judy  Kramer **
Mark  Kreutzer 75
Patricia  Levin 100
Susan  Levy 500
Harry & Marion  Lewenstein 500
Mandy  Lowell **
Gwen Luce & Family **
Chris & Beth  Martin **
Pam  Mayerfeld 100
John & Eve  Melton 500
Diane  Moore 300
Jeremy Platt & Sondra Murphy **
Milk Pail customers 902
Teresa L. Roberts 250
Peter & Beth  Rosenthal 300
Ferrell & Page  Sanders 100
John  & Mary  Schaefer 100
Stan Schrier & Barbara Klein **
Mark & Nancy  Shepherd **
Bob & Diane  Simoni 200
Andrea  Smith 100
Tony & Carolyn  Tucher **
Marian  Urman 300
Kellie & Dana  Voll **
Roger & Joan  Warnke **
Ted & Jane  Wassam 250

Ralph & Jackie  Wheeler 350
Wildfl ower Fund **
Ron  Wolf 50
Doug & Susan  Woodman 250
John E. Woodside **
Mark Krasnow & Patti Yanklowitz **
George & Betsy  Young **

In Honor Of
Nicole Barnhart **
Laura Martinez **
Elizabeth Mc Croskey **
Superintendent Skelly **
Joy Sleizer **
Marjorie Smith 50

In Memory Of
Carol Berkowitz **
John D. Black 400
Leo Breidenbach 100
Patty Demetrios 1500
Stan Dixon 150
Bob Dolan 1000
Mary Floyd **
Bertha Kalson **
Mae & Al Kenrick 1000
Betty Meltzer **
Ernest J. Moore 200

A Gift For
The Lund Family 100

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone ______________________

 Credit Card (MC or VISA)  _______________________________________  Expires ______________

Signature _______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:     In my name as shown above   

– OR –     In name of business above      In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for: 

_____________________________ (Name of person)

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund is a fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation. All donations will be 
acknowledged by mail and are tax deductible as permitted by law. All donors will be published in the Palo Alto 
Weekly unless the coupon is marked “Anonymous.” For information on making contributions of appreciated stock, 
contact Amy Renalds at (650) 326-8210.

Make checks payable to 
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund 
and send to:
 PAW Holiday Fund
 450 Cambridge Ave.
 Palo Alto, CA 94306

Donate online at PaloAltoOnline.com

111 donors through 12/3/09 totalling $41,982 with match of $83,964 has been 
raised for the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
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Youth story judges
Nancy Etchemendy

Nancy Etchemendy’s novels, 
short fiction and poetry have been 
published regularly for the past 25 
years, both in the United States 
and abroad. Her work has earned 
a number of awards, including 
three Bram Stoker Awards (two for 
children’s horror), a Golden Duck 

Award for excellence in children’s science fiction and 
most recently, an International Horror Guild Award for 
her Young Adult horror story, “Honey in the Wound.” 
She lives and works in Northern California, where she 
leads a somewhat schizophrenic life, alternating between 
unkempt, introverted writer of weird tales and requisite 
gracious wife of Stanford University’s Provost.

Katy Obringer
Katy Obringer spent 22 years 

with the Palo Alto library system, 
which included serving as the 
supervisor of Palo Alto’s Children’s 
Library. Obringer also worked 
as an elementary school teacher 
for 10 years and an elementary 
school librarian for five years. Her 

love of introducing children to books continues in her 
retirement.

Caryn Huberman 
Yacowitz

Caryn Huberman Yacowitz writes 
both fiction and nonfiction for young 
people. Her award-winning picture 
books, “Pumpkin Fiesta” and “The 
Jade Stone, A Chinese Folktale,” 
have been widely anthologized and 
adapted for the stage. She writes 

plays for adults and is a member of Pear Avenue Writers 
as well as the local Suburban Squirrel Productions 
for which she writes, acts and directs as part of this 
ensemble. Her website is www.carynyacowitz.com.

Adult story judges
Ellen Sussman

Ellen Sussman is the author 
of three critically acclaimed 
books, “Dirty Words: A Literary 
Encyclopedia Of Sex,” “Bad Girls: 
26 Writers Misbehave” and “On 
a Night Like This.” She teaches 
writing classes at her home in Los 
Altos Hills. Her website is www.

ellensussman.com.

Keith Raffel
Keith Raffel grew up in Palo Alto 

where he watched local orchards 
filled with cherry and apricot trees 
being replaced by tilt-up buildings 
filled with software engineers 
and MBAs. His “Dot Dead: A 
Silicon Valley Mystery” was 
called “without question the most 

impressive mystery debut of the year” by Bookreporter.
com. His second Silicon Valley-set thriller, “Smasher,” 
was published this year. Keith still lives in Palo Alto 
with his wife and four children. His website is www.
keithraffel.com.

Tom Parker
A well-known, local writing 

teacher, Tom Parker is an O. Henry 
Prize-winning short-story writer 
and author of the best-selling 
novels, “Anna, Ann, Annie” and 
“Small Business.” He has taught at 
Stanford University, the University 
of California Berkeley, and Foothill 

and Cañada community colleges. ■

Short Story Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the 2009 Palo Alto Weekly Short Story Contest, listed below. 

Winners receive gift certificates to local bookstores or, for adults, cash awards. The stories and 
author biographies of second- and third-place winners are published on our community website at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

F rom an epic adventure in the Arctic to the 
mean streets of Dublin to the world of 
competitive piano-playing and a classroom 

spelling bee, the winning entries in the Palo Alto 
Weekly 24th Annual Short Story Contest are 
tales of young men and women struggling with 
issues both familiar and exotic and learning les-
sons for life.

Though the experiences and backgrounds of the 
four winning writers — and their characters — 

vary greatly, each story features compelling and 
poignant voices of youth.

The Palo Alto Weekly thanks each of the writers 
who entered this year’s contest as well as writ-
ers Ann Hillesland and Judy Clement Wall, who 
chose the top entries in each category to send on 
to the judges. Thanks also to our judges and to 
contest co-sponsors Bell’s Books of Palo Alto, 
Kepler’s of Menlo Park and Linden Tree of Los 
Altos. ■

Children, 9-11 years old
 1st place: “Adrift” by Maritha Wang
 2nd place:  “Life With Thomas” 

by Phoebe Borthwick
 3rd place: “Alone” by Grace L. Park

Teens, 12-14 years old
 1st place: “Encore” by Sabrina Lui
 2nd place:  “The Chosen One” by Millicent Golding
 3rd place:  “The Man in Sleeves Case” 

by Thibault Serlet

Young adults, 15-17 years old
 1st place: “White As Snow” by Catherine Rosch
 2nd place:  “Ribbons of Linda” 

by Julia Reichelstein
 3rd place:  “Around the Bend” 

by Rachel Skokowski

Adults, 18 years and older
 1st place: “Pomegranate” by Kevin Sharp
 2nd place: “One Small Step” by Emily Jiang
 3rd place: “After the War” by Mike Fallon

rom an epic adventure in the Arctic to the 
mean streets of Dublin to the world of
competitive piano-playing and a classroom 

spelling bee, the winning entries in the Palo Alto
Weekly 24th Annual Short Story Contest are

vary greatly, each story features compelling and
poignant voices of youth.

The Palo Alto Weekly thanks each of the writers 
who entered this year’s contest as well as writ-
ers Ann Hillesland and Judy Clement Wall, who

YoungYoungat heartat heartYoungat heart
Short Story Contest winners offer 

fresh perspectives from youthful protagonists
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Maritha Wang
Two young Inuit boys 

go on an Artic odyssey 
in 11-year-old Maritha 
Wang’s “Adrift.” 

The Jane Lathrop 
Stanford Middle School 
sixth-grader loves sto-
ries with lots of adven-
ture, and her story is 

filled with it. In “Adrift,” two brothers, Ere-
tak and Ikkuma, find themselves stuck on an 

ice floe, drifting through the Artic Ocean. 
They have to build an igloo and hunt seals to 
survive the long, cold days on the open water. 
The boys come across snowstorms, a polar 
bear and a giant cargo ship.

Maritha was inspired by a vacation she 
took to Alaska, but it took some motivation 
from her teacher to get her started on the 
story.

“I was never drawn to writing. In fact, I 
don’t really like writing. But writing this 
story was really fun,” Maritha said.

Eventually, Maritha found she had 
enough to write about. She even had to edit 

the story down.
“The hardest part about writing the story 

was coming up with the storyline. After that, 
everything else was a lot easier,” she said.

As for how she was able to write about the 
tribe in such great detail: “I looked it up on 
the Internet.”

In her spare time, she reads fantasy series 
such as “The Warrior Series” and “Pendrag-
on.”

“They both have a lot of action in them and 
once you start reading one, it’s really hard to 
stop,” she said.

She also likes to draw and play sports 

after school.
Maritha doesn’t know what she wants to 

do when she grows up, but for now, writing 
makes for a good hobby.

“When you finish, it feels really good. It’s 
fun to have other people read it,” she said. ■

— John Squire

Judges’ comments

The story is a tale well-told. Poignant and 
dramatic, it is filled with suspense. “Adrift” 
is beautifully researched, weaving Inuit tra-
ditions into a very satisfying read. 

It was late October when Ikkuma’s father, 
Tulugaq, chief of the Inuit, sent him hunting 
for seals miles away from the village. His 

brother, Eretak, wanted to come with him.
They rode their father’s sled to the floe 

nearest to the village. One of the six huskies 
pulling it was Migulertok, Ikkuma’s dog. Her 
job was to point her nose in the direction of a 
breathing hole where she thought a seal would 
come up. When a seal came up, Ikkuma would 
harpoon it. 

Ikkuma said to Migulertok, “You promised 
me a seal a long time ago.”

Migulertok looked at him, her eyes striking 
a look that seemed to say, “Yes, but I didn’t 
tell you when.” 

Ikkuma sighed. Eretak was taking a nap, 
and he had been sitting by the breathing hole 
for hours. It was time they started heading 
back. So Ikkuma woke Eretak. Before they 
had taken five steps, they heard the floe shake, 
and a loud crack shattered the stillness. The 

brothers let out a yelp of fright. The floe slow-
ly started to move. It had broken off from the 
mainland!

Ikkuma watched helplessly as the dark 
expanse of water began to widen. Three 
feet. Five feet. Seven feet. Ikkuma stiffened 
with fear. The same thing had happened to 
several other villagers when an iceberg had 
rammed their floe. They were never heard 
from again.

Ikkuma didn’t know how to swim, and even 

if he made it to shore with Eretak on his back, 
they would surely freeze into human popsi-
cles. Going into the water would be a fatal 
mistake.

So he did the only sensible thing. He started 
to build an igloo because chances were they 
would be stranded on the floe, or worse yet, 
die on it. He used his harpoon and started to 
dig out slabs of snow and Eretak helped put 
them in place. Eretak was taking it pretty well 
for someone his age. In less than four hours, 
the igloo was complete. Migulertok and the 
other dogs clambered in, and Ikkuma and 
Eretak went inside after them. The dogs had 
warmed up the igloo so that it was not so cold 
anymore. Eretak was crying and it was Ik-
kuma’s job as a big brother to comfort him.

He said, “The wind will surely blow us back 
to shore,” but he knew that the chances were 
slim.

Eretak choked out, “How long will we have 
to wait?” Ikkuma had no answer.

The next morning, Ikkuma had some luck 
and he harpooned a seal. He skinned the seal, 
then he scraped off the fat so that he could 
use it for an oil lamp. After that, he cut up 
the meat and froze it.  He went to wake up his 
brother and the dogs. 

His brother was delighted at the prospect of 
a meal and he was about to take a large bite 
when Ikkuma stopped him. He pulled out a 
clay jar that was filled with magic fire. A trad-
er had come through their village and luckily, 
Ikkuma had traded one of his many fur mit-
tens for a jar full of this magical powder. The 
trader had said that all you needed to do was 
add a drop of snow and whatever you wanted 
cooked would be cooked. Now was the time to 
try it. Ikkuma placed a few slices of meat on 
the extra parka he had brought with him. He 
poured a little bit of powder onto the seal and 
added a drop of water. Instantly, there was a 
loud explosion and when he looked at the seal, 
it was thoroughly cooked. There were many 
slices left to be saved for other times and he 
had plenty of the magic fire left.

Ikkuma whistled for Migulertok, but when 
the large, part-wolf dog did not come to him, 
he became worried. He fed the other dogs and 
went in search of Migulertok with Eretak. 
And then, in the distance, Ikkuma heard bark-
ing and a loud roar, and he froze. Migulertok 
was fighting the largest polar bear Ikkuma 
had ever seen. He ran towards the fight and 
he saw that even though Migulertok was fight-
ing bravely, she was no match for the huge 
polar bear. The great bear was merciless and 
he swiped a large paw at the dog, flinging her 
right at Ikkuma’s feet.

Ikkuma was angry. He threw his harpoon 
with all his might at the bear, but the bear 
knocked it away with his paw like a harmless 
fly. It was getting ready to attack when there 
was a loud crack and the piece of ice holding 
the bear began to float away. Neither enemy 
could reach the other. Ikkuma ran to Miguler-
tok to see if she was all right. She would never 
breathe again.

The brothers weeped. Ikkuma retrieved his 
harpoon and dug a hole to bury the dog in. 

(continued on page 27)

Adrift
by Maritha Wang

Illustration: Laura Don

First place: Children
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For appt: 650-289-0533 
240 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto

Now Open at Stanford Shopping Center

�������
nail spa

30% off Vanilla Milk Pedicure
includes Vanilla Milk Foot Bath, Sugar Scrub Exfoliation &

Paraffin Treatment for Your Feet

Orig: $38   Now: $26

*For this location only. Price varies by location. Not offered in all locations. No substitution. Offer ends 1/31/10.

Give the most pampering gift this year

Lavande Gift Card

Today’s news, 

sports & hot picks

Take a break. Start a conversation in

TownSquare.
Palo Alto’s Online Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Report a sports score and more.
Ask for advice.
Rate a movie.

Review a restaurant.
Be a citizen journalist.

PaloAltoOnline.com
    More than 300,000 visitors monthly
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Sabrina Lui
Terman Middle School 

student Sabrina Lui, 13, 
took first place in the 
teen category with her 
story “Encore,” which 
focuses on a teenage 
piano virtuoso strug-
gling with the pressures 
placed on her by her 

family, friends and self. It’s a struggle surely 
familiar to many Palo Alto students.

Though Lui said she didn’t model her char-

acters on anyone in particular, the eighth 
grader did take inspiration from the high-
stress world of local teens, who sometimes 
seem to be caught up in a whirlwind of ex-
pectations and demands.

“Students have gotten so competitive. I see 
my peers everyday focusing only on winning. 
Why does life always have to be about being 
No. 1?” Lui said. 

In “Encore,” the main character realizes 
that finding love, creativity and human con-
nection can mean more than winning com-
petitions, a message Lui was determined to 
get across.

“I wanted to remind people that in the end, 

what’s most important is listening to your 
heart,” she said. 

Like her character, Lui is a high-achiev-
er, participating in piano competitions and 
practicing with dedication, but she said she 
doesn’t feel the weight of heavy expecta-
tions placed on her Julliard-bound charac-
ter, Starr.

“My parents and piano teacher are very en-
couraging and I have a lot of fun,” she said. 

She’s also an experienced writer, hav-
ing won second-place in the Weekly’s 
Short Story Contest in 2007, and indulged 
an interest in journalism by shadowing a 
Weekly reporter in the summer of 2009. 

Lui said the idea to combine her loves of 
piano and writing into a short story came 
quite naturally.

“I love both music and writing,” she said. 
“They’re both great ways to express my feel-
ings.” ■

— Karla Kane

Judges’ comments

This story is well-told and rings absolute-
ly true. There are no wasted words and yet 
everything is clear in the reader’s mind. 
The observation that is made about human 
psychology is important and astute. 

Cover Story

Encore
by Sabrina Lui

Ensconced in her family’s living room, 
Starr Johanssen stared peacefully down 
at the black and white keys that lay silent 

on her piano. Hovering above them, her fin-
gers were poised, calm, and introspective. 

Then they came to life, flying lithely across 
the keys like hummingbirds on tulips. She 
closed her eyes, focusing her entire body on 
serenity, thinking only of music. But while she 
would have been content merely to bring life 
to the piano’s cool keys, the reality of piano 
competitions marred her pleasure. 

“You have talent, Starr,” her piano teacher 

would urge at every lesson. “But you must 
put your heart into these prestigious competi-
tions!”

“Make us proud, honey, okay?” her parents 
gushed before each performance. 

The adults had ironed the image of fame 
into her mind. They had pictured her at a 
Steinway grand piano in Juilliard School’s 
elaborate concert hall, performing for musi-
cians from around the world, all astounded 
by her stellar performance. And after the final 
chord of the piece, the audience would chant, 
Encore!

Starr had to renounce her wish for carefree 
music. She had to embrace the adults’ imagin-
ings — and their prescriptions: competitions 
and performances, however nerve-racking, 
would lead to success. If her fervor for piano 
was real, she would have to toil indefatigably, 
whole-heartedly, and without a flaw. Every 
note she played would have to be for her teach-
er, her family, and her future. 

How else was she going to succeed? 
When the school bell rang on Friday after-

noon, Starr had been seated at her desk for 
twenty minutes, moving her fingers on the 

wood surface, pretending it was her keyboard. 
Practice was crucial; in exactly a week, the 
Rachmaninoff Festival Competition would 
take place. 

She was anxiously attempting to work out 
her B-minor arpeggios when the influx of 
eleventh-graders made her jump. Moments 
later, someone smacked her arm. 

“Heyyy!” Starr’s best friend, the pretty and 
popular Kayla, squealed and embraced her. 
“Guess what happened last night! I was at 
the football game, right? So after they won, 
Tucker came up and asked me out!” 

“Incredible,” Starr replied, mustering a grin. 
She wondered if she should hold the first notes 
of the arpeggios or press down the pedal. 

“I know! We’re going to the movies on Sun-
day. Should I go casual-chic or classy?” 

“Casual-chic.” 
“That’s what I was thinking. I’ve already put 

together an outfit: that new shrunken blazer I 
bought, with a purple racerback top, paired 
with skinny jeans. And the jeans are kinda 
grayish.” Kayla widened her perfect, copper-
flecked eyes. “What if Tucker thinks I’m bor-
ing because I wear gray pants? Starr, what do 
you think? Should I just go with blue?” 

Starr, fingering her own amber hair, 
shrugged and wondered if the arpeggios were 
meant to be played detached.

Searching Starr’s eyes, Kayla sighed. “Starr, 
why don’t you come to the party tonight? Ev-
eryone wants you to come. You’ve been gone 
from the group lately! It’s gonna be great 
hanging out! It’ll be at Tucker’s house.” 

“Tonight’s impossible,” Starr mumbled. “I 
have to practice for a competition.” 

“If you really want to win, you can’t be 
all stressed out about it,” Kayla urged. Starr 
couldn’t help listening. “You’re, like, the most 
intense piano player in New York City! Loos-
en up. I’ll drop by at five-thirty....” 

Just then, Mrs. Bleers, the English teach-
er, scurried in, pushed her glasses up, and 
gushed, “Oh, children, I’m so sorry for being 
late. Please be seated.”

Starr moved her fingers, practicing the ar-
peggios. 

“Today,” Mrs. Bleers continued, “we’ll be 
talking about the book you just completed. 
Do any of you even know the name of the 
book?” 

A smatter of chuckles disseminated through 
the class, and a girl called, “The Call of the 
Wild, by Jack London.” 

“Yes.” Mrs. Bleers took off her glasses and 
set them on her desk. Her fragile voice hovered 
above the restless class. “London was telling 
us something through Buck, wasn’t he? Buck 
lives in wonderful, sun-kissed California with 
no doubts about his destiny until he’s sold to 
mushers. What do you think London means 
for us to learn when Buck is forced from his 
comfort zone?”

As other students spoke, Starr’s fingers be-
came still. She imagined how uncannily iden-
tical her life was to Buck’s. Tentatively, she 
raised her hand. 

“Yes, Miss Johanssen?” 

Illustration: G
ary Vennarucci

(continued on page 29)

First place: Teens
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Illustration: Scott Peterson

I t’s raining, the cold, nasty rain of early December 
in Dublin, the worst time of year, too cold to be 
outside, but too warm for snow. I hate when it’s like 

this, miserable, wet, and grey. Perhaps if Mr. Hartley 
was not droning on about the cultural importance of 
porcelain, or if I was not hungry for my lunch, pick-
les and corned beef, I would be attentive towards my 
lessons, more willing to listen to our dreadfully dull 
history lecture.

Mr. O’Mara?”
I straighten up as if shot.
“What is the answer to the question, Mr. O’Mara?” 

Hartley’s caught me out.
“I do not know, sir.”
“And why is that, Mr. O’Mara?” His voice is low and 

dangerously soft.
“Because I did not do the reading, sir. Nor do I care to 

do so in the future, sir.” The last bit of defiance surprises 

everybody, myself included. I never speak up in class, 
preferring to keep my head down. It is safer.

“Get out.” There’s only hatred and disgust in his 
voice.

“What?”
“You heard me. Get out of my class.”
“Yes, sir. With pleasure, sir.” It is as if somebody has 

taken over Colin O’Mara’s body. I would never be this 
cheeky.

My class, thirty-odd boys, gapes in amazement as I 
stand and make a show of pulling on my old rain jacket 
and grabbing my books. Hartley narrows his eye at me, 
but says nothing. I look at him, look out the window, 
and back at him. He makes no move of stopping me as I 
cross the room, towards the door. I leave the classroom, 
but not before I hear the cheer of the boys and Hartley’s 

by Catherine Rosch

(continued on page 28)

Catherine Rosch
“White As Snow,” Catherine 

Rosch’s prize-winning story, is 
an intimate narrative of a meek 
Irish boy’s experiences after he 
is kicked out of class for an un-
characteristic display of rebel-
liousness.

The story centers around Co-
lin, a 13-year-old student who 

spends an afternoon with a delinquent youth, Aidan, 
whom Colin meets on the streets after leaving his 
classroom.

“He kind of seizes the day and makes the best of 
it,” Rosch said of Colin, who is not based on anyone 

she knows. “He did something he’s never really done 
before.”

Rosch, a 15-year-old sophomore at Castilleja 
School, first wrote “White as Snow” for a class as-
signment.  

She decided to set the story in Dublin, Ireland, after 
listening to the song “Feathers and Snow” by Irish 
singer Danny Ellis. Rosch also derived her story’s title 
from another Irish song: “White as Snow” by U2.

“I’m really interested in Ireland,” Rosch said. “It’s 
a country that fascinates me.”

Her strong interest in world history, particularly 
20th-century Irish history, contributed to her authen-
tic portrayal of Irish culture in the story.

“White As Snow” features frequent dialogue be-

(continued on page 31)
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Illustration: Paul Llew
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Pomegranate
by Kevin Sharp

G rover Cleveland Middle School. Room 18. 1:50 
p.m.

During times of extreme stress — of which 
there had been many during his thirteen years, up to and 
including the present moment — Paul Nelson Andrews 
found making numbered lists to be a helpful distraction. 
It wasn’t that he was particularly smitten with math, 
though he was in the top ten percent of the school; rather 
that the dependability of numbers anchored him during 
those dark nights (and mornings/evenings/afternoons) 
of the pre-adolescent soul.

Beautiful numbers. Always there in times of need, 
like the axe behind the fire glass or the hotline to the 
Batcave.

Numerically, Paul could describe himself as follows: 
66 (inches tall)
Five (number of zits, including the two he’d partially 

popped that morning but not including the bindi form-
ing between his eyebrows that would make its debut on 
the bus ride home)

Eight (items of clothing — shoes, socks, corduroy 
pants, white briefs, Superman T-shirt, and the accursed 
glasses)

14 (swipes of Right Guard applied that morning — 
seven on each armpit, though the creeping trickles down 
his sides indicated it hadn’t been enough) 

About the present moment...
His current position — back to the chalkboard, look-

ing out across Mrs. Harper’s room — was, shall we say, 
outside of Paul’s comfort zone. He’d outlasted all his 
classmates in the spelling bee (admittedly, not saying 
much). Any pleasure he could take in making it this far, 
though, would be the type of pleasure an adult would 
look back upon and smile, an adult who’d long since 
forgotten the terror of being on the spot.

Mrs. Harper, at her desk to his right, wore seven 
pieces of jewelry (two earrings, one wedding ring, one 

turquoise bracelet, one turquoise ring, one pendant with 
a stone of, yes, turquoise).

The room was quiet save for the buzz of the fluo-
rescent light, the distant drone of a John Deere lawn-
mower, and some low-level giggling from a certain row 
of desks. 

Twenty-eight desks in the room, one empty. (Sa-
mantha Wexler and her dyed black buzz cut had been 
expelled two months earlier, to the dismay of no one. 
Rumors abounded that she’d been caught sacrificing the 
principal’s dog in some kind of ritual.)

Paul’s left eye throbbed. He divided the audience into 
four segments. 

Segment # 1: His three best friends — Bryce Arm-
strong, Spencer Bell, Ted Bryant — seated alphabeti-
cally. The fact that their names all started with A or B 
had ensured they sat near each other throughout their 
school careers. It had kept them bonded, and protected 
(somewhat) against the hostility of the outside world. 
They would come to realize, years later, that it had also 
locked them into their roles — not only did they sit 
together, but ate lunch together, and even got on the 
school bus at the same stop each morning. Not a lot of 
opportunity to make new friends or polish one’s skills 
with the opposite sex.

Case in point: They once went en masse to a school 
dance (though ask any one of them whose idea it had 
been and you would likely get four different answers). 
Spencer had been the only one who actually asked a girl 
— Amelia Himmel — to, well, dance, but she couldn’t 
hear him over the music (and likely wouldn’t have said 
yes in any case). They spent the evening sitting on the 
bleachers and drinking punch and occasionally bounc-
ing along with a song. 

Mr. Buckland, the one cool chaperone, approached 
at one point and asked the key question: “Why did you 

(continued on next page)
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guys come?” Not having an answer, they en-
acted a stealthy retreat during a slow song, re-
ported to Paul’s basement to play video games 
and talk about how lame the dance had been.

Sixteen posters around Mrs. Harper’s room, 
most of them seemingly pitched to elemen-
tary school children (e.g., “Meet the Parts of 
Speech,” “The Conjunction Wizard”).

Paul’s mouth was so dry he could feel the 
flecks of spittle clinging to the corners of his 
lower lip. He thought about asking to go get a 
drink but knew that if he left this position he 
might never get the nerve to return. (Possible 
escape plans: pull the fire alarm; pretend to 
faint in the hallway; flee campus and stage a 
fake kidnapping.) 

Segment # 2: The largest segment — 20 stu-
dents — were those to whom Paul was a beige 
couch. His parents had an old couch in the 
basement, somehow repeatedly spared from 
his dad’s “purgings.” One could be down there 
for hours, as Paul could attest, and never be 
aware of the couch’s existence. (The most Paul 
had ever thought about it was the day Spencer 
speculated that, given its length of service in 
the Andrews household, maybe Paul had in 
fact been conceived on it.) 

Though Paul had enjoyed some notoriety 
at school as the one who had to leave class to 
brush his teeth after lunch every day (ortho-
dontist’s orders), to most of his classmates, he 
was a beige couch. 

Except of course during moments like this. 
He felt like he might hyperventilate for 

the first time since the “Dr. Terror’s Castle 
of Horrors” ride, and had that been a scene. 
At least it went down in front of strangers in 
a faraway state who didn’t know him well 
enough to make fun of his stammering melt-
down. To have it happen here would be so, 
so much worse, a potentially unrecoverable 
lapse that would leave him no choice but to 
insist on changing schools. (Changing cities, 
or even states, would be a preferable option, 
but there was a limit to his parents’ tolerance 
for shameless begging that may or may not 
include tears.) 

Forty-nine tiles on the classroom floor, 
swept nightly. How many had stood on these 
tiles, perhaps right where Paul now did? How 
many times had Mrs. Harper run this same 
spelling bee, in this same room? (There was 
speculation that she may be 80 years old!)

Segment # 3: Four time-lost Neanderthals 
named Chad Everleth, Joey Griffin, Ian Fos-
ter, and Kirk Howard, again seated together 
due to an alphabetic convergence — though 
some teachers in the past had had to throw 
the alphabet out of whack in the interest of 
separating these boys. To briefly, oh-so-brief-
ly, glance their way was to be reminded of 
so many joys: Indian burns, shaving cream, 
the powdered sugar on the school bus, etc., 
etc. (His father would tell him never to use 
more than one “etc.” His father would also tell 
him to ignore a bully rather than “legitimizing 

their aggression,” but that hadn’t worked out. 
Perhaps Bryce’s dad had the right idea: stand 
up to a bully, punch him in the nose. Neither 
Paul nor his friends were ready to take that 
step... What if you missed? The consequences 
were too vast and terrible to consider.)

On cue from some reptilian center deep in 
the brain, Kirk flashed his notebook (wherein 
he’d scribbled a large cartoon penis wearing a 
pair of glasses) at Paul. Kirk and his cohorts 
turned crimson covering up their laughter. 
Mrs. Harper shot them her patented “Are you 
really the future of this country?” look.

Two large classroom windows showed the 
goings-on in the outside world.

First window: Serge, the gardener, riding 
his John Deere across the field. Whispers 
persisted about Serge being high every day, 
so one time during brunch Bryce had flat-out 
asked while the other three cowered at the 
snack bar. Serge’s reply: “I’m high on Jesus, 
buddy. It’s a great feeling.” 

Second window: Coach Meyer, gut threat-
ening to bust out from under his polo shirt, 
jabbering on his cell phone (as uncommon 
a sight as Mrs. Harper wearing turquoise) 
while 30 tiny, uniformed sixth graders jog/
walked laps around the track. Coach Meyer 
once wondered loudly to the other boys in 
P.E. — as Paul trembled to finish his fifth 
pull-up — if the reason for the difficulty was 
perhaps because Paul was “afraid to chip his 
nail polish.” 

Segment #4: One Michelle Summers, front 
row center. Yes, she warranted her own seg-
ment. Hair like the summer sun, tied back in 
a ponytail; atomic blue eyes; misting of freck-
les across her nose; teeth that could blind if 
looked at directly (though Paul had decided 
he’d happily be struck). Other than waiting 
in the lunch line, this was as close as Paul 
had ever been to her — approximately five 
steps away. 

No, wait, that wasn’t entirely true...
Once upon a time — in sixth grade — 

Paul’s class had a teacher named Sierra, who 
wore her hair in cornrows and had so many 
bracelets that they almost reached her elbows. 
Instead of seating everyone alphabetically, 
she’d placed them “holistically,” which led to 
Paul sitting behind and to Michelle’s left. (He 
was too fuzzy-headed during those weeks to 
perform any sort of numerical calculations, 
but the number of minutes he’d spent staring 
at and/or doodling her profile would not be 
insignificant.)

Sierra left midway through the school year 

— they were never told why —and the re-
placement teacher (Mr. McGinty) moved them 
back to the traditional layout; Paul would, as 
usual, be far across the room from Michelle, 
mostly blocked even from view. 

On the way to his new location that day, 
he decided to let her know she wouldn’t be 
forgotten. The plan popped into his head fully 
formed, as the worst plans usually do. He pre-
tended to trip. Went down right in front of her. 
Everyone laughed. She laughed. He delivered 
his line: “We’ve got to stop meeting like this,” 
but he was the only one who heard it.

He never sat near Michelle again. 
Is a taste of honey worse than none at all?
Now, she was looking right at him — but of 

course she was, he was on the spot, the center 
of attention. Where else would she be look-
ing? Intellectually he knew this, but feeling 
her eyes on him gave him a warm feeling in 
his chest. Not nice warm, like the heating pad 
on his chest when he was sick (as common as 
Meyer’s cell phone and Harper’s turquoise) 
— more like the warm after eating that jala-
peño on a dare from Ted. He could only hope 
Michelle’s gaze wouldn’t make his face break 
out in hives like the pepper had.

He was suddenly a performer playing to an 
audience of one. He pictured himself alone, in 
a spotlight, like one of the old singers his mom 
listened to. Like Frank Santana, or whatever 
his name was. 

The anti-perspirant in his Right Guard had 
long since been KO’d, but Paul held out the 
slimmest of hopes on the deodorant portion 
doing its job. He wanted to angle himself, to 
somehow steal a quick whiff of the armpit, but 
it was mission: impossible. He could only pray 
that perfect sense of smell wasn’t one of the 
features with which Michelle was blessed.

Mrs. Harper cleared her throat for the 29th 
time that day, snapping Paul back to reality. 
It all came down to this moment — every-
thing he’d been (not much), everything he 
ever would be (debatable). He was one answer 
away from getting his name on the Harper 
“Wall Of Fame.” One answer away from an 
actual identity beyond the tooth-brushing nerd 
in the Superman shirt. After all, a beige couch 
wouldn’t win a spelling bee, right?

He lost control for a millisecond, turned 1/2 
inch and met Michelle’s gaze. She smiled. 

Actually, make that: SHE SMILED. 
The feeling went from jalapeño to habanero. 

He almost groaned — thought for one terrible 
moment he actually had. What did the smile 
mean? Just being polite? Was she rooting for 
him? Would he be some kind of hero to her if 
he won? Or would he be branded forever in 
her eyes as The Loser Who Won The Spell-
ing Bee?

Maybe he should miss the last word, be the 
hero who came so close to victory only to have 
it snatched away at the end. Then Michelle 
could feel sorry for him. Maybe she’d even 
talk to him, offer condolences. Then again, if 
he got it right she might think —

A muscle spasm broke out in his right fore-
arm; he clutched his wrist to keep from visibly 
trembling. He needed a number, but what? 

Kevin Sharp
Adult-category 

winner Kevin Sharp 
has lived in Japan 
and New Mexico 
and went to high 
school in Palo Alto. 
He returned to Paly 
five years ago to 
teach English, phi-

losophy and creative writing.
In response to questions about the 

style of his winning story, “Pomegran-
ate,” Sharp said, “The surest way to ruin 
a story is to over-analyze it. I’d rather let 
the writing speak for itself.” 

He added, “This isn’t just for the con-
test — I treat literature in my classroom 
the same way.”

His experience in the classroom may 
have been valuable in developing his 
recent fiction work. In “Pomegranate,” 
Sharp’s main character escapes the 
stressful environment of middle school 
by drifting into a world of categorized 
lists and rambling tangents. The au-
thor revealed that the story is loosely 
biographical and that the students he ob-
serves today “have it more together than 
we did.” 

“Art and writing have been interests 
and hobbies for as long as I can remem-
ber. My dream as a kid was to create my 
own comic books, which would have 
combined the two things I loved,” Sharp 
said. He lists Harlan Ellison, Margaret 
Atwood, David Thomson, Jeanette Win-
terson and Vladimir Nabokov as inspir-
ing authors.

In the past he has worked on screen-
writing, a few short plays and two nov-
els, of which he says, “Neither was very 
good.” 

For the future, Sharp said, “I’ve got a 
couple of stories I want to tell but haven’t 
found the format yet. I think I’d like to 
take another shot at novel writing, maybe 
young adult.” ■

— Be’eri Moalem

Judges’ comments

The author invites us to join him/her 
on a visit into the adolescent mind of 
the obsessive and self-conscious Paul 
Nelson Andrews. The insecure protago-
nist’s focus on numbers gives the story a 
freshness and quirkiness that any reader 
who has ever been 13 will recognize and 
applaud.

Pomegranate
(continued from previous page)

He was suddenly a performer 
playing to an audience of one. 
He pictured himself alone, 
in a spotlight, like one of the 
old singers his mom listened 
to. Like Frank Santana, or 
whatever his name was.

What?!?!
“The final word,” Mrs. Harper said, jowls 

wobbling, enunciating each syllable like she 
was reading the Declaration of Independence, 
“is ‘pomegranate.’” ■

They hugged her and said good-bye. Then, 
Migulertok was buried by the gentle hands of 
Eretak and Ikkuma.

Ikkuma whispered, “She was faithful to the 
end.” 

The two brothers could hardly sleep that 
night and when they did, nightmares of what 
happened to Migulertok overwhelmed them. 
The next morning, they were so tired that they 
could hardly get up. It felt as though things 
couldn’t get worse. How wrong they were.

The following afternoon, the first snows of 
the winter season started. Ikkuma, Eretak, 
and the dogs stayed inside the igloo, for they 

knew if they wandered outside, the blizzard 
would be strong enough to blow them away. 
While they were in the igloo, they had some 
time to gather their thoughts and they realized 
how worried their mother and father would 
be. No doubt they would have seen the jagged 
marks of where the floe was torn from the 
mainland. Surely they would have tried to res-
cue their sons by canoe, but where were they? 
Maybe they had looked for them, but hadn’t 
found them. The thought frightened him and 
he pushed it away. But what else could have 
happened?

The storm blew over in a couple of hours and 
when Ikkuma, Eretak, and the dogs stepped 
outside, it felt as if they had stepped into a 
different world. Everything had a blanket of 
snow on it. Before, the snow wasn’t as white 

and had appeared to be much more watery. 
The two went back inside and brought out a 
couple chunks of frozen meat. They gave each 
of the dogs a slab of meat and ate one each. 
They cooked it with the magic fire first, of 
course.

After weeks of being adrift, Ikkuma had 
caught four seal and had been through 34 
snowstorms. Eretak was growing stronger and 
leaner. Even though it was already the begin-
ning of spring, they still needed to wear their 
parkas because the Arctic was usually cold 
until the middle or end of spring.

And then, one day, just as they were about 
to give up, it happened. Ikkuma was teach-
ing Eretak how to hunt seal because he was 
almost 13. It was the Inuit tradition to teach 
one to hunt when he was 13 years of age. The 

two of them were sitting side by side when 
the floe crashed. The whole place shook and 
it felt like an earthquake. Dazed at first, Ik-
kuma wondered what had happened. Eretak 
grabbed Ikkuma’s arm and showed him that 
the floe had embedded itself into the main-
land. They were both overjoyed and shouting 
happily. They grabbed their things, found the 
dogs and were off! 

“THE WATER GOD PUSHED THE FLOE 
TO SHORE,” shouted Ikkuma.

“HOORAY,” shouted Eretak.
And then, Ikkuma realized they were not 

much better off than before. They were on 
the shore opposite of their village and there 
seemed to be no other village nearby. The 

Adrift
(continued from page 22)

(continued on next page)
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only difference now was that they were no 
longer in danger of the ice floe breaking into 
little pieces and killing them. 

Ikkuma started looking around for signs of 
life and surely, in the distance, was smoke. He 
hadn’t seen it before because he wasn’t looking 
closely. It looked a day’s walk away, so they 
started walking. However, before they had 
walked long, night had fallen. Even though 
it was mid spring, the nights could still be 20 
degrees below zero. So Ikkuma and Eretak 
decided once again to build an igloo. It did not 
take as long this time, possibly one hour. 

The next morning, Ikkuma and Eretak 
resumed walking at dawn. After hours of 
walking, they finally made it to the village 
at sundown. They saw many white men and 
realized that it was a white-man village. A 
man called out to them, a friendly man by the 
looks of him.

He said, “You need help?”
He looked to be in his mid 20s. He had 

broad shoulders, and was packed with hard 
muscles.

Eretak started to say some thing, but Ik-
kuma cut him off and said, “We need to take 
a ship up the Greenland Strait. Are there any 
ships leaving soon?”

He thought for a moment and said, “The 
Seastorm is leaving tomorrow at noon. You’re 

not leaving already, are you?
Ignoring the man, Ikkuma said, “Where 

will she be docked?”
He replied, “Turn right at the pile of lumber 

up there,” he said gesturing towards the mas-
sive stack, “and keep walking until you see 
the dock.”

Eretak said, “Thank you.”
He laughed. “My pleasure.”
That night, they asked an old woman if she 

would be so kind as to accept them into her 
house for the night. She welcomed them say-
ing it would be nice to have some company. 
So Ikkuma and Eretak slept in her warm little 
house for the night and left early the next 
morning, eating a piece of dried seal each. 
They thanked her for her hospitality and head-
ed toward the dock. Seeing that they were the 
only Inuit in the town, the two of them could 
constantly feel the white men’s curious stares 
down the back of their necks.

It was a relief when Ikkuma and Eretak 
reached the dock. They found a man dressed 
like a captain, wearing a captain’s hat.

Ikkuma said, “We are looking for passage 
on the Seastorm.”

The captain muttered, “All full.”
“We could sleep with the dogs.” He of-

fered.
He replied, “Nah.”
“We could work.” He tried.
“We could sleep with the dogs and work.” 

He said desperately.
The captain seemed to perk up at this. He 

eyed them carefully and then said, “You’ll 
sleep with the dogs and work? I’m warning 
you. It ain’t gonna be easy, mate.”

“We can do it,” Ikkuma insisted.

“In that case, welcome aboard mates. You,” 
he said pointing at Ikkuma, “will help by 
shoveling coal into the fire. Your shift will be 
for six hours everyday. You will work from 
noon to sunset. And you,” he said pointing at 
Eretak, “you will be scrubbing the deck once 
a day at dawn. Your dogs will sleep with our 
dogs.”

Eretak was about to protest, but one look 
from his brother kept his mouth shut. 

Ikkuma said, “Thank you very much.”
The captain said, “We are leaving now. Go 

start your jobs.”
Ikkuma went below deck, picked up a shov-

el and started shoveling with another man that 
was already there. The work was harder than 
he had thought it would be. In a matter of min-
utes, he was already breaking sweat. Not to 

mention the incredible heat. The pair opened 
the door and the heat started cooling.

Eretak, who was busy scrubbing the deck, 
was muttering about having to do this every-
day so early in the morning. By the time he 
was finished, he was exhausted and he hurt 
all over. 

Eretak was hungry. He ate some dried seal 
from the kitchen and then went to sleep with 
the dogs. The smell was not very pleasant, 
but at least he would be home with his fam-
ily soon. Sleeping with the dogs reminded 
him painstakingly of Migulertok. He thought 
about how she had always played with him 
and how she would always lick his face. He 
missed Migulertok all right. 

After a while, Ikkuma came in and col-
lapsed on the floor next to Eretak. He fell 
asleep only after he had thought the same 
thoughts as Eretak. He sorely missed Miguler-
tok. He wished she was still alive and that she 
hadn’t sacrificed her life for him. Migulertok 
and Ikkuma had formed a deep bond over the 
years. Ever since Ikkuma turned 9 years old, 
they had been inseparable.

The next morning, Eretak was gone when 
Ikkuma awoke. Obviously, he was already 
scrubbing the deck. Ikkuma stretched, got 
out of bed, and went to the kitchen. There, 
he grabbed a piece of jerky and dedicated his 
morning to exploring the ship. There wasn’t 
much left to see because he had seen most of 

Adrift
(continued from previous page)

Ikkuma stiffened with fear. The 
same thing had happened to 
several other villagers when 
an iceberg had rammed their 
floe. They were never heard 
from again.

angry yelp. Poor lads are going to pay for what 
I did. 

The rain has turned to sleet, cold and bit-
ing, but I do not care. This is my first, and 
hopefully last, time getting kicked out of class 
and I intend to make the most of it. It’s the 
boys from Artane, the tough lads from outside 
Dublin, who skip school the most and loiter in 
alleys, smoking cigarettes and laughing loud-
ly. They are the boys mothers tell their sons to 
avoid. A group of them watch me, the skinny 
kid from the Southside with his schoolbooks 
and nice, if slightly too large, sweater. One of 
them, the leader, calmly drops his cigarette on 
the cobblestones and puts it out with his heel.

“Hey, your ma know you skipping school? 
Bet she’d right cry a river if she found out 
her little lamb was out in the rough streets of 
Dublin!” The rest of the gang laughs at their 
leader’s wit. I hunch my shoulders and turn in 
the opposite direction. Their taunting laughter 
follows me, however. At last, I turn around, 
and let the truth out.

“I don’t have one.” That shuts the boys up 
pretty quickly. The leader takes a step or two 
forward.

“Sorry, mate. Didn’t know.” He slings an 
arm around my shoulders in pity and sends a 
look back towards his mates, warning them.

“It’s fine.” My voice is softer. Rebellious 
Colin has sunk back down and boring Colin 
has taken over. I softly shrug his arm off, and 
head back in the direction of school, already 
defeated. All of a sudden, somebody grabs my 
arm. He is stopping me.

“What’s your name, friend? Don’t think 
I caught it.” His grey eyes sparkle with the 
laughter there earlier. I am not so quick to 
forgive or forget usually, but his smile cheers 
me up a little.

“Colin O’Mara. Yourself?”
“Aidan Delvin.” The two of us shake hands, 

grinning. Aidan turns around to look at his 
gang. They’ve been jeering at us.

“Get lost, you buggers. Me and Colin here 
don’t need you.” The boys yell back at him, 
but run off, laughing, unaffected by the cold.

My stomach rumbles, just as a clock strikes 
noon. It’s been an hour since I left school. I 
can no longer feel my toes. My shoes are not 

made for the outdoors, but for the safety of 
home or a classroom. Water, cold as melted 
ice, drips from the collar of my jacket into my 
neck. I shiver involuntarily, my nose starting 
to drip, as it does when I’m cold. This is hu-
miliating. There must be a pub around here 
somewhere, somewhere warm, with hot food. 
My lunch is back at school, in my desk where 
I left it.

 “You hungry, Colin?”
“No.” 
He laughs, a kind laugh, not the mocking 

one his friends gave me. “You’re a eejit liar. 
Come on. I know a nice bar, warm, cheap 
food, all that. Best hot apple cider in this side 
of the Liffey. My treat.”

“It’s fine. Honestly.” Much to my horror and 
relief, he refuses to take no for an answer, as 
he grabs me by the arm.

“If you’re going to skip school, you might as 
well live a little, eh?” 

I sigh, which makes him smile, as the two 
of us head down Dublin’s streets.

The pub is small and smoky, full of working-
class men on their lunch break. My father, if 
he ever does leave his office for lunch, would 
never come to a place like this. All the men 
seem to know Aidan. Most nod or grunt to 
him and a few call his name. One man, barely 
older than us, cuffs him lightly on the side 
of the head. By their identical grey eyes and 
black curls, I guess them to be related, perhaps 
brothers. Still gawking, I follow Aidan up to 
the bar.

 “Hello, lad. Got a friend with you today?” 
A large man, with the most impressive mus-
tache I have ever seen, looks down at the two 
of us. 

Aidan grins and pulls a coin from his pock-
et. “This is Colin. He’s cutting school. Two hot 
ciders, some bread, and cheese, Frank.” The 
man, Frank, laughs and messes up Aidan’s 

hair, much to his annoyance. He makes a face 
and jerks away. “I know a place for us to sit. 
It’s small, but warm, and nobody will bother 
us.” His place turns out to be the corner by the 
fireplace. It is smoky and cramped, but, as he 
promised, warm and nobody pays any mind to 
us. I start on my bread, starving.

 “Looks like you haven’t had a good meal 
in weeks.”

“My father isn’t a very good cook, nor am 
I.” 

He laughs and takes a swig of cider. “Try 
it. It’s good.” I gulp down some and instant-
ly regret it. Not only is the stuff hot, but far 
stronger than I was expecting. Aidan takes 
another sip of his, thinks for a moment, and 
then laughs. “It’s gone hard.”

“Hard?”
“Sort of alcoholic.” 
I spit out my mouthful of cider in shock. “I 

don’t drink alcohol!” 
Aidan starts to laugh, nearly upsetting his 

cup. “It’s not alcohol, not really. It’s just... 
hard.” This time, when I take a sip, it’s smaller, 
more controlled, and I enjoy the taste more.

“Thanks.”
“No problem.”
The two of us sit together in silence, eating 

and drinking. Aidan eats strangely, ripping off 
chunks of bread with his front teeth, chewing 
with the sides of his mouth slowly, and throw-
ing his head back when he swallows. It’s more 
dog-like than anything, but it makes me smile. 
By my bet, he’s older than I thought, maybe 
sixteen to my thirteen, but looks older. I take 
another bite of cheese, having slowed down a 
little. Secretly, I wonder what Aidan thinks 
of me, the pale, scared, little kid who is try-
ing to be a rebel by skipping school, when 
he’s probably dropped out at fourteen, the le-
gal age, and is working to feed his family. At 
least he probably has a mother, something I 
do not have. In one way, at least, he’s richer 
than myself.

“What are you thinking about?” 
I sit up and look around. Aidan takes a bite 

of bread and looks at me, waiting for a re-
sponse. “What?”

“It looks like you’re thinking.”
“I’m not.” It comes out more sharply than 

I intend.
“Sorry.” He shrugs, but does not meet my 

eye. I nudge his arm, which makes him look 
up.

“It’s fine.” I look away. At least I speak 
again. “Aidan?”

“What?”
“Let’s go.” He does not respond, but stands 

up. I follow, but end up tripping over my own 
feet and falling over. Aidan sends me a look, 
like one would send to a clumsy puppy or little 
brother.

The air is nearly cold enough for snow, 
not quite. I shove my hands as deep into my 
trouser pockets as they will go and shiver. 
Aidan seems unaffected by the cold, save 
for the fact it makes his already ruddy skin 
even pinker, darkening the tip of his nose and 
ears. Knowing my luck, my lips are probably 
purple, or some other unnatural color. The 
steam our breaths make remind me of trains, 
going into the station. His strides are longer 
than mine, so I am forced to jog in order to 
keep up. Aidan does not look back to see if I 
follow him.

“Aidan, wait up.” He freezes and turns to 
look at me. My legs are shaking under my thin 
trousers and it hurts to walk.

“What’s wrong?”
“I’m cold and my feet hurt and I can’t feel 

my nose or my fingers and...” I’m ranting and 
whining, my worst habits.

“Let’s sit down and warm up. We can go 
into the church.” He points at St. Patrick’s, 
my church. I nod, numbly, too cold to pay at-
tention.

As usual, St. Patrick’s is warm and full 
of incense. Aidan and I cross ourselves and 
I drop two coins into the donation box. He 
winces as it breaks the silence of the church, 
but puts his own coin in as well. The two of 
us sink into a pew in the back, Aidan in the 
middle, me on the outside. He bows his head 
and says a prayer under his breath, so I do the 
same. It’s a quick prayer, not really asking for 
anything. At last, Aidan finishes and blesses 
himself again.

“Do you like stories?” 
It was a funny question, but I smile all the 

same. “Of course. I’m Irish!” 
Aidan laughs at me, a kind laugh, like that 

of an older brother. “My ma tells my little 
brothers and sisters that if they ever are cold, 
just to think of the longest saint story or best 
history they can and it’ll get better, because 
stories can change anything.”

White as Snow
(continued from page 25)

(continued on next page)

The rain has turned to sleet, 
cold and biting, but I do not 
care. This is my first, and 
hopefully last, time getting 
kicked out of class and I 
intend to make the most of it.

(continued on page 30)
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“London’s saying there’s always more than 
one way to live your life. But sometimes peo-
ple are so ... insular that they don’t think they 
have choices. Buck had no one to help him 
escape, help him choose. So sometimes, to see 
what destiny the world really holds for you, all 
you need ... is a little push?” 

Mrs. Bleer’s smile reached the ceiling. 
“Well said, darling. One often meets her des-
tiny on the path she takes to avoid it.” 

Leaning back, satisfied, Starr looked at her 
hands. All you need is a little push, she had 
said. She knew what she was doing tonight. 

“T his is gonna be so great!” Kayla 
gushed while the two of them am-
bled up Tucker’s driveway. “You 

look amazing.”
“Hunh,” Starr mumbled, looking down 

at her olive cardigan. While her daily attire 
usually consisted of corduroy pants and polo 
shirts, after hastily burrowing through her 
dresser, she had assembled a decent outfit, 
purchased from the days when she hadn’t yet 
yielded to her parents’ aspirations. 

“I can’t believe your mom’s only letting you 
stay for one hour! It’s brutal.” 

Starr snorted. She, too, was upset that her 
mother was being irrationally stingy about the 
party; none of Starr’s imploring had nudged 
her decision. 

“Honey, you need to be home at seven to 
practice four hours of piano,” her mother had 
explained in that Mom-voice that conveyed 
how perfectly reasonable Mrs. Johanssen 
thought she was being. Hadn’t she remem-
bered that Starr hadn’t gone to a single party 
this whole semester? 

It didn’t matter. Although she wished she 
could party all night without carrying the 
weight of her mother’s rigid words, Starr knew 
she had to practice. 

Before Kayla’s finger touched the bell, the 
door opened and there stood a familiar brown-
haired boy.

“Tucker!” Kayla waltzed to him and 
wrapped her arms around him. 

Starr, standing on the threshold, grinned at 
tall, handsome Tucker. 

“Starr, you’re here!” Tucker exclaimed, 
hugging Kayla back. “C’mon in, everyone’s 
missed you.” 

After Starr had hugged all seven of her clos-
est friends and fake-smiled until her cheeks 
were aching, she hovered beside Kayla, listen-
ing to everyone’s stories, laughing and gasping 
at the appropriate moments. But as she looked 
around at these beaming, fashionable people 
whom she’d known since preschool, she felt 
like a stranger. There was a polite withdrawal 
in their smiles when they looked at her, and 
the inside jokes they cracked made no sense.

And she only had twenty-three minutes left 
to “relax.” 

“I’m getting a Sprite from the refrigerator,” 
she announced, interrupting Kayla’s tale about 
a mystery guy who had slipped love poems 

into her locker for the last five weeks.
Without waiting for their replies, she saun-

tered into the next room, Tucker’s surprisingly 
immaculate kitchen. 

I’m relaxing, she tried to tell herself as she 
pulled the silver handle of the refrigerator. 

Her fingers gripped the wet exterior of the 
Sprite can, and she was about to tug the lid 
open when, suddenly, a musical strumming 
came from a room to her left, nowhere near 
Tucker and Kayla. The sound was that of a 
guitar playing chords, and Starr, always drawn 
to music, cocked her head. G# major varia-
tions, she thought. Very creative. As the gui-
tar continued to play, she set down the Sprite, 
walked from the kitchen, and stopped at a 
door in a hallway from which the sound was 
coming. And when she opened the door, she 
saw...

A teenage boy. He sat on a tattered beige 
couch on the far side of the dimly lit room, 
facing a table covered with a mess of composi-
tion sheets. 

His relaxed yet deft fingers moved across a 
beige guitar as if he had found utmost bliss in 
each vibration of the strings. Starr imagined 
mimicking their grace with her own fingers, 
on the piano. Somehow, each flick of his wrist 
and each nod of his head conveyed more pas-
sion than she’d ever been capable of on the 
piano. Watching his hands intently, she inched 
closer until she stood at the table. 

Suddenly, he stopped. 
“Can I help you?” The boy looked up at 

Starr. His mahogany eyes seemed scrutiniz-
ing, as if he were a judge at her prestigious 
competitions. 

“I was just watching you. Wow, you’re re-
ally good.”

His sharp expression softened, and he 
leaned back, turning his eyes to the guitar in 
his lap. “Thanks,” he mumbled, setting it on 
the floor.

Starr sat gingerly on the arm of the couch. 
“I’m Starr.”

When the boy turned his eyes to her again, 
the judge-like glare in his eyes had vanished. 
“I’m Jonah.” 

A withering silence followed. Starr wanted 
to move her fingers, now lying uselessly on 
her jeans; she wanted to practice her piano 
— but part of her was fascinated by Jonah’s 
beautiful playing and by the magical feeling 
he had conveyed so easily. 

She spoke softly. “Are you writing a song?” 
Tentatively picking up a piece of composition 

paper, she inspected the notes scribbled on 
the page. 

“Yeah, I’m writing it for my class.” 
“Oh, where do you go to school?” 
“Um, Juilliard.” 
To Starr, it seemed like all the oxygen had 

been sucked out of the room. “Juilliard?” As 
in the university of Starr’s dreams? The prize 
that Starr had spent her life pursuing? That 
Juilliard?

“Yeah.... I’m staying with Tucker ‘cause 
he’s my cousin and he lives really close to my 
school.” Jonah grinned when he saw Starr’s 
frozen expression after the mention of Juil-
liard. “You into music?” 

“I play the piano some.” Starr said modestly, 
knowing that she played the piano much more 
than that. 

Abruptly, Jonah leaned forward. “Starr Jo-
hanssen?” 

She cocked her head. “You know me?” 
“Oh, do I know you!” he exclaimed. “My 

professor shows so many videos of you! He 
loves your playing. He says you’ll be famous 
because of the way you show your love for 
music.”

Starr blushed, her palms feeling prickly. 
“I’m not famous or anything.” She tried to 
suppress her smile. She’d never been praised 
so honestly for her piano talent by a stranger, 
especially this stranger — a talented, Juilliard-
worthy, and, well, frankly, beautiful stranger.

“Why would you watch my videos? You 
play guitar,” Starr asked suspiciously. 

Jonah looked as if he had an answer but 
couldn’t describe it. With dramatic arm ges-
tures, he replied, “It’s the way you play. The 
way your hands move across the keys. It’s 
like water breaking through a dam. It’s re-
ally intense, really exuberant. Y’know?” He 
squinted, as if asking her to understand. 

She understood so well. 
Then he blushed and leaned back into the 

sofa. For a while, he opened and closed his 
mouth several times before speaking again. 
His words seemed tentative. “How would you 
like to see the hall at Juilliard?” 

“Are you serious?” Starr squealed, her heart 
racing at those words. “You mean, Juilliard’s 
concert hall?”

“Yeah.” 
“You’re kidding me! You could do that?” 
“Yeah, students get direct access. How’s 

tomorrow, at five? My student pass works till 
six, and the piano ensemble finishes practice 
at four.” Jonah’s voice was eager and his eyes 
sparkled. Starr was amazed at how enchanting 
they were, just like his music. 

She nodded. Then she remembered her 
mom, who would’ve shaved her head before 
condoning her daughter’s meeting with a boy 
less than a week before the competition.

“Aha! I found you! Starr, it’s six-fifty. Let’s 
go,” Kayla’s bubbly voice sounded in the 
room. The two swiveled to see Kayla in the 
doorway. 

“You’re leaving? Oh,” Jonah mumbled, eyes 
flickering with disappointment. “See you to-
morrow. I’ll meet you in front of the hall?”

Starr smiled her promise and rushed out to 
join Kayla.

Starr walked into her mother’s study. 
“Hey, Mom?”

As usual, her mother, clad in matching 
pajamas, was grading papers from her English 
students at NYU. “Hmm?” 

“If I finish six hours of piano tomorrow, can 
I meet with a friend?”

Mrs. Johanssen sighed. “Starr, unless this 
appointment is crucial to the competition, 
which I’m sure it’s not, I can’t let you go 
out.” 

Starr smiled. Jonah was a Juilliard student 
showing her around the hall of her dreams.... 
“There’s a guy I met at Tucker’s who goes 
to Juilliard. He’s willing to show me around 
Juilliard’s concert hall. I can practice there — 
with the great acoustics.” 

Halting mid-red-scribble, Mrs. Johanssen 
peered at Starr steadily, then set down her pen. 
She opened her mouth.

Starr leaned forward in anticipation. 
“Would you like me to drive you there?”

“Wow. Wow, wow, wow!” Starr 
murmured to Jonah as she closed 
the massive oaken door behind 

her. 
Juilliard’s concert hall was just as she had 

seen it in posters and magazines. Wooden 
slats covered the abstract ceiling, lights radi-
ated from their edges, and rows of gray seats 
all faced the stage. 

“The stage,” Starr murmured. She trotted 
down the wide steps, passing the vast, uniform 
seats, and stepped carefully onto the glossy 
floor of the platform. The moment she did so, 
the warm luminescence of the spotlight and 
the rush of performance adrenaline she had 
felt hundreds of times before hit her. In a daze, 
she walked to the Steinway grand piano posi-
tioned in the middle of the stage. 

It was all there: the bench, the piano, the 
spotlight.... Her fingers itched to play. 

When Starr had sat down and touched the 
keys of the piano, her eyes fluttered shut. 

And she started to play. With each perfect 
note that resounded through the hall, the 
words she’d repeated to herself for years dis-
solved: Work hard for your dream! Do this 
for your future! Starr was living her dream 
right now. 

Her brilliant chords washed over the seats 
and touched the ceiling. When she had played 
the last cadence, she was breathless, but her 
heart was ebullient.

Then, Starr realized that it had been the 
best she’d ever performed her piece, but ... not 
one world-renowned musician had heard it. 
Not one Juilliard professor was begging her 
to accept a scholarship. Not one person was 
shouting, Encore! The people who would have 
made this experience mean the world to her 
weren’t there. 

But when she stood up to bow, she heard the 
zealous applause of one person. It was Jonah. 
This boy, who was as in love with music as 
she, who was perfect in her eyes, who had ex-
pressed to her the truth and beauty of music, 
was applauding for her. 

And it meant so, so much more. ■

Encore
(continued from page 24)

Starr had to renounce her 
wish for carefree music. She 
had to embrace the adults’ 
imaginings — and their 
prescriptions: competitions 
and performances, however 
nerve-racking, would lead to 
success.

“So you’re saying we tell each other sto-
ries?”

“I know a pretty good one. How about I tell 
it and then we go? Do you know what time 
it is?” 

I peel back my sweater to see my watch, a 
birthday present from my father. “Thirty min-
utes to three.”

“Hell. It’s a good length story and Ma ex-
pects me home in half an hour, to look after 
the little ones. You?”

“My father doesn’t come home until five, 
but I should get going as well.”

“Fine then. Get comfortable.” Aidan lights 
himself a cigarette, peels off his coat, closes 
his eyes, and begins to speak.

A bell rings three times. I rub my eyes. 
Most likely a mixture of the warm church, 
his soothing voice, and my own exhaustion 
had lulled me to sleep. Aidan is gone. Only 
a smoldering cigarette left on the stone floor 
proves he was ever here. I sit up and stomp it 
out, tears starting in my eyes. For the first time 
in my life, I met somebody I liked, somebody 
extraordinary, and now he was gone. It was 
hardly fair. Perhaps he walked out because I 
had fallen asleep, but he had probably grown 
bored of me, his little shadow.

I stand and leave the church. Outside, the 
air is even more bitter than before, freezing 

my tears to my cheeks. Hands deep in pock-
ets, head hung low, I start to walk back to my 
house, on the opposite side of the city. Ev-
erything is miserable, the grey sky, my icy 
tears, the ugly city, the dirt even more visible. 
Something cold strikes the back of my neck. I 
ignore it. Another cold thing hits my ear and 
melts. Slowly, I look up. Snow, fat, lazy flakes, 
fall from the sky and hit the ground. Finally, it 
is starting to snow. At first, the flakes barely 
seem to stick before melting, but a few man-
age to hold. Those few become a thin layer, 
which starts to thicken. Down the street I see 
small child dressed in a too big jacket, sticks 
its tongue out to taste a flake.

“Kieran, come on. Ma’s got sugar syrup at 
home. We can make candy with that and the 

snow.” I recognize the voice and look up to 
see Aidan taking the child by the hand and 
leading it into the crowd.

“Aidan! Wait up! Stop!” Either he cannot 
hear me, or he chooses to ignore me. The 
snow makes everything quiet. I still run, until 
I lose him. Tears spring to my eyes, but maybe 
it’s just the cold. A clock rings half past three. 
Father will be home in an hour and a half and 
it will be back to my usual life of school and 
silence. My throat and legs burn as I walk 
back along the way I came. 

The snow is deeper now, deep enough to 
hide the city’s dirt and make everything seem 
softer. I walk back home, snow falling peace-
fully over my shoulders, laughter ringing in 
my head. ■

White as Snow
(continued from previous page)
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it the day before. Ikkuma glanced 
at the sun. Time had sure passed 
quickly! It was almost noon, so he 
headed off to the coal room. 

By now, Eretak had finished 
scrubbing the deck and had noth-
ing to do. He wasn’t hungry yet and 
there was no one to talk to.

Ikkuma was glistening with sweat 
and was breathing hard. He would 
have given anything for a nice long 
nap. It was extremely hot even with 
the door open. It was like this all af-
ternoon, the following day, the day 
after that, and so on. 

To both Eretak and Ikkuma, ev-
eryday was the same. Some days 
were warmer and others cooler. Fi-
nally, after working on the boat for 
about a month, give or take a few 
days, the Seastorm docked at a small 
town just north of their village.

Ikkuma tied all of the dogs to a 
rope and tied the pieces of rope to-
gether. They grabbed the dogs and 
were off. They ran for a while until 

they were tired. Then, they walked 
for the rest of the day. By now, it was 
probably May or June and so it was 
growing considerably warm. That 
night, Ikkuma and Eretak slept on 
their fur coats, the dogs forming a 
circle around them. 

The following morning, the two 
brothers started walking at dawn 
and passed through many famil-
iar places. After a while they both 
saw the village on the next hill. 
They ran towards their home. The 
first person to see them arrive was 
their mother, Tuktu. She stared at 
her sons disbelievingly. She reached 
out tentatively and touched them. 
They were there all right. It wasn’t 
just her imagination. She hugged her 
sons and kissed them feeling as if 
she would never be able to express 
her love for them. Their father saw 
them and ran over. He stared at them 
hugged them and then, overjoyed, 
said, “You survived!”

And so, Ikkuma and Eretak lived 
to tell their tale. There was a lot of 
crying when hearing about Miguler-
tok’s death, but they were all happy 
that the chief’s sons were back. ■

Adrift
(continued from page 28)
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tween characters, a stylistic tech-
nique Rosch said she frequently 
employs in her writing.

She submitted her story for 
the competition after her teacher 
praised her work. 

“I was really surprised,” Rosch 
said of her win. 

This is her second try in this 
competition — her identical twin 
sister, Amelia, won first place in 
the teen category last year. 

Rosch said she likes writing but 
does not do so on a serious basis. 
Her writing is mostly inspired by 
poets, and she cites W.B. Yeats as 

a strong influence.
After high school, Rosch plans 

to study classical languages and 
archaeology at Cambridge Uni-
versity in England, with the aim 
of becoming an archaeologist or 
history professor.

And given the opportunity, she 
hopes to visit Ireland as well. ■

— Royston Sim

Judges’ comments

This young writer accomplishes 
so much in this story! He (or she) 
captures the gloom of a winter day 
in Dublin, the angst of the young 
narrator and an encounter with 
another boy that might alter his 
life. I bet we’ll be reading more 
from this talented writer.

Catherine Rosch
(continued from page 25)

Winter Registration Now Open. Register Today!
c o n t i n u i n g s t u d i e s . s t a n fo r d . e d u
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Team Affilia te
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 Boys and Girls born between 8/1/96 to 7/31/02
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Join our Under-9 to Under-13 Teams for 2010

•  Receive professional coaching in a

   parent-managed organization

•  Develop individual skills and techniques

•  Learn teamwork and game strategy
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   Highly Competitive (Class 1 teams) 

• Enjoy a fun and positive environment 
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For Just $35 a Person!
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

by Rebecca Wallace

Cash has the lead role in this 
artistic enterprise. In fact, he 
plays God. But he’s a decid-

edly down-to-earth star.
He patiently scratches at the door 

to be let out. He patiently scratches 
at the door to be let in. He sniffs at 
things. He rolls on the couch.

All the while, his face is taking 
shape in the celestial scene above. 
Her arm stretched heavenward, 
artist Sarah Woodward is painting 
a replica of Michelangelo’s Sis-
tine Chapel fresco “The Creation 
of Adam” on the ceiling. The oil 
painting is in the yellow Wachtel 
family kitchen in Atherton — and 
it stars the family pets, past and 
present.

Cash, a peachy-orange and white 
Brittany hunting dog, portrays both 
God and Adam, paw reaching to 
touch paw. “Adam” is Cash from 
his puppy days, and “God” is the 
grown dog, albeit slightly thinner 
and younger than in reality. After 
all, models need to look their best. 

The project was once called the 
Canine Chapel, but the family zoo 

The animal kingdom
PETS ARE THE STARS OF ATHERTON CEILING MURAL PAINTED BY FLEDGLING ARTIST

extends beyond dogs. Also in 
the mural are cats Elvis, Sparkle 
and Pebbles, and Ellie the para-
keet. Still to be painted are an-
other cat, a puppy and Phaedrus 
the bearded dragon.

Photos of the animals sur-
round Woodward where she 
perches on the kitchen island in 
jeans and socks. She acknowl-
edges that a furry and feathery 
version of the Sistine Chapel 
might strike some as comical. 
“Whenever I tell people about 
it, I start laughing,” she says.

But Woodward, a fam-
ily friend of the Wachtels, also 
takes the painting very seriously 
because she knows how much 
the Wachtels love their animals. 
Furthermore, the commission is 
part of a patchwork of gigs al-
lowing Woodward to make ends 
meet as an artist. As a recent 
Stanford University graduate 
just starting to travel the real 
world, she knows the path won’t 
always be easy.

“You can’t rely on one source,” 
she says, adding, “I don’t know 
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Top: Artist Sarah Woodward paints a mural on the ceiling of an Atherton kitchen. Above: Woodward’s mural is 
based on Michelangelo’s famed Sistine Chapel fresco, only with pets.
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Town & Country Village
MORE THAN 50 SHOPS, RESTAURANTS & SERVICES TANDCVILLAGE.COM EL CAMINO REAL & EMBARCADERO ROAD IN PALO ALTO

announcing

an early holiday 
miracle

Plentiful Parking
at town & Country village

too many artists right out of school 
who can make a living.”

Woodward graduated in June with 
a bachelor of arts degree in psychol-
ogy and a minor in studio art. When 
she got home from school, the fam-
ily Australian shepherd died, and 
she painted a portrait of him. Her 
mother loved it, first getting teary 
and then suggesting that Woodward 
might be able to earn some money 
painting other portraits. Her daugh-
ter was dubious — “I wanted to do 
my own deep art” — but now en-
joys it.

“Everyone gets really excited 
to see their animals in oil paint,” 
Woodward says. She has now done 
pet and house portraits; commis-
sions have typically yielded $250 
to $750.

Also helping to pay Woodward’s 
San Francisco rent is her part-time 
job at the Mural Music & Arts Proj-
ect in East Palo Alto. There she co-
ordinates health education through 
the arts, teaching at schools in East 
Palo Alto and elsewhere.

Her program helps educate stu-
dents about such issues as drug 
prevention, stress relief and self-
esteem. In one exercise, students 
made “self-portraits without the 
face,” portraying themselves not 
through what they look like, but 
through activities they enjoy. In a 
project about fast food, the students 
made sculptures with straws, burger 
wrappers and other accoutrements.

Woodward enjoys teaching and 
the sense of using art to better 
society; she says she may go into 
art therapy one day. “When you’re 
making art with someone, you 
form a really strong connection,” 
she says.

In the meantime, she’s also fo-
cusing on her own art. She’s chiefly 
an oil painter but also works with 
wood and found objects.

Woodward hails from New Or-
leans, where Hurricane Katrina hit 
just before she came to Stanford. 
Her family fled to their vacation 
home in Mississippi, where they 
escaped much of the devastation. 
Still, their houses had some dam-
age, and they had to chainsaw their 
way out of the Mississippi home 
after the half-mile driveway was 
blocked with trees.

Struck by the damage she saw 
around her, Woodward gathered 

wood, tin cans and other debris, 
shipping some of the objects to 
Stanford and packing others in 
suitcases. She turned the debris into 

sculptures that focused on healing 
from the storm. One outdoor instal-
lation she created near Stanford’s 
Green Library was funded in part 

by a grant from the Chappell-Lou-
gee scholarship program. 

“This was my effort to share 
what my family, friends and fellow 
New Orleanians had experienced 
in the days and months following 
the storm,” Woodward wrote in an 
artist’s statement. “It’s a collection 
of personal stories, news articles, 
drawings, paintings, photographs 
and assembled debris from friends’ 
and family members’ homes.”

Two of her Katrina pieces are now 
part of a group show at the Green-
lining Institute, a public-policy or-
ganization in Berkeley. Woodward 
also plans to start approaching gal-
leries in San Francisco. Like many 
an artist, Woodward says promoting 
her art can be more difficult than 
creating it. It’s hard to know how to 
price it, and not every promotional 
effort will be successful.

Recently, she printed fliers about 
her pet portraits and brought them to 
a “pet pride day” in San Francisco. 
It was tough to find success with the 
attendees, she says. “They’re cer-
tainly not going to drop 500 bucks 
for a pet portrait for someone they 
don’t know.”

So the word-of-mouth method 
seems the most promising for now. 
As the erstwhile Canine Chapel 

gets ready for its unveiling, Wood-
ward hopes that word will grow.

For his part, Jeff Wachtel says 
his family is very pleased with the 
kitchen mural. It started with a joke 
about Cash’s secret life; the family 
used to make up stories about the 
dog inviting friends over and hav-
ing adventures while they were 
away. One day one of them joked 
that Cash was so important he could 
wind up in the Sistine Chapel.

But the painting has already 
proved more than a joke, Wachtel 
says. It brings the family together 
to smile, share memories and look 
up. “We didn’t mean to be eccentric 
or odd with this,” he says. “The pets 
bring back great memories of fam-
ily time, stories of the kids growing 
up and all the fun we had together. 
... We’ve had a lot of unexpected 
benefits.”

Wachtel adds: “It’s great because 
we think so highly of Sarah. ... 
She’s absolutely brilliant in addition 
to being an incredibly nice person. 
And we’re helping her get started on 
her career.” 

Info: For more about Sarah 
Woodward’s art, go to sarah.
backlight.org.

No scaffolding needed: Sarah Woodward climbs onto a kitchen island to paint her ceiling mural.
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D rop the hubbub of the holi-
days onto our go-go society, 
and people may yearn for a 

simpler time.
Fortunately, the season offers 

plenty of options, musically speak-
ing. Audiences can hide out in 1500s 
England at the Paly choirs’ Madri-
gal Dinner and Tea, for example, 
or catch a 17th-century Mass per-
formed by Magnificat.

Overall, December is high sea-
son for the musical world. Here are 
some of the local concerts planned 
for the next few weeks. (The popular 
Chanticleer holiday choral concert 
at Stanford University is already 
sold out.)

The Magnificat Baroque ensem-
ble performs Christmas music by 
the 17th-century nun Chiara Mar-
garita Cozzolani, including motets 
and a Mass. The concert is 8 p.m. 
Dec. 4 at St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, with 
a 7:15 pre-concert lecture. Tickets 
are $12-$35. Go to magnificatba-
roque.com or call 800-595-4849.

The program includes Torelli’s 
“Christmas Concerto” when the 
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra 
plays at 8 p.m. Dec. 4 at First United 
Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton 

Ave., Palo Alto. Tickets are $25-
$75. Go to philharmonia.org or call 
415-252-1288.

The Memorial Church Choir 
and the Stanford Chamber Cho-
rale bring a free “Service of Les-
sons and Carols” to Stanford’s Me-
morial Church at 8 p.m. Dec. 4 and 
5. Go to music.stanford.edu.

The annual “Holiday Musicale,” 
a program of festive music, features 
the Stanford Chamber Chorale 
and the Stanford Symphony Or-
chestra at 2:30 p.m. Dec. 5 in Stan-
ford’s Memorial Church. Tickets are 
$10/$5. Go to music.stanford.edu or 

call 650-725-ARTS.

Various groups will perform dur-
ing the Christmas creche exhibit 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints at 3865 Middlefield 
Road in Palo Alto while the exhibit 
is open Dec. 5-9. Events include per-
formances by the Valparaiso Singers 
(4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Dec. 6). Admis-
sion is free. Go to www.christmas-
creche.org or call 650-856-3781.

Both early and contemporary mu-
sic are on the program for SF Cho-
ral Artists at 8 p.m. Dec. 5 at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 Col-
orado Ave., Palo Alto. World pre-
mieres of Brian Holmes’ “Remem-
ber” and Christopher Marshall’s 
“Golden Carol” are planned. Tickets 
are $19-$23. Go to sfca.org.

Soli Deo Gloria and Orchestra 
Gloria present a holiday concert 
featuring Respighi’s “Laud to the 
Nativity” at 5 p.m. Dec. 5 at First 
Lutheran Church, 600 Homer Ave., 
Palo Alto. Tickets are $25 general 
and $20 for students and seniors. 
Go to sdgloria.org or call 888-SDG-
SONG.

“20 Harps for the Holidays” is 
Harpeggio Studios’ annual show, 
with 20-some harps and classical 
and holiday music. The concert is 
at 4 p.m. Dec. 5 at Los Altos United 
Methodist Church, 655 Magdalena 
Ave., Los Altos. Tickets are $10/$15. 
Go to harpeggio.com.

The “Advent in Dresden” concert 

highlights Vesper music by North 
German composers, presented by 
the California Bach Society at 8 
p.m. Dec. 5, All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, 555 Waverley St., Palo Alto. 
Tickets are $10-$30. Go to calbach.
org or call 415-262-0272.

Favorite carols are on the bill 
when the Ragazzi Boys Chorus 
performs at 5 p.m. Dec. 5 at First 
Congregational Church, 1985 Louis 
Road, Palo Alto. Tickets are $10-
$25. Go to ragazzi.org or call 650-
342-8785.

Edward Elgar’s “The Snow” and 
Eric Whitacre’s “Five Hebrew Love 
Songs” are among the selections at 
the Peninsula Women’s Chorus’ 
holiday concerts. Performances are 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 6 and 2:30 p.m. Dec. 
12 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto; and 
at 4 p.m. Dec. 13 at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary, 320 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park. Tickets are $15/$18. 
Go to pwchorus.org.

The Schola Cantorum hosts a 
carol sing-along at 3 p.m. Dec. 6 
at Christ Episcopal Church, 1040 
Border Road, Los Altos; tickets are 
$8-$15. A formal holiday concert is 
at 4 p.m. Dec. 13 at First Congre-
gational Church, 1985 Louis Road, 
Palo Alto. Tickets are $12-$24. The 
43rd annual Messiah Sing is at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 14 at the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro St. Tickets are $18. Go 
to scholacantorum.org or call 650-
254-1700.

The French-horn quartet Qua-
dre’s holiday concert includes 
Kerry Turner’s Quartet No. 3, at 7 
p.m. Dec. 8 in Graham Theater at 
St. Francis High School, 1885 Mira-
monte Ave., Mountain View. Tick-
ets are $21/$14. Go to quadre.org or 
call 650-969-4242.

Musicians bring their voices and 
instruments to the annual sing-it-
yourself “Messiah” conducted by 
Stephen M. Sano at Stanford’s 
Memorial Church, 8 p.m. Dec. 11. 
Tickets are $10/$5, with choral 
scores available for purchase. Go to 
music.stanford.edu or call 650-725-
ARTS.

Singers in 16th-century costumes 
add color to the Palo Alto High 
School choirs’ annual Madrigal 
Dinner and Tea concerts. All events 
are at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
at 600 Colorado Ave. in Palo Alto; 
the tea is Dec. 11 at 4 p.m., with the 
dinners Dec. 12 and 13 and 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $15-$30 for the tea and 
$40-$75 for the dinners. Go to pa-
lychoir.com.

Latin jazz, gospel, Irish jigs and 
other flavors spice up the Gryphon 
Carolers holiday concert, which 
starts at 7 p.m. Dec. 12 at Span-
genberg Theatre, 780 Arastradero 
Road, Palo Alto. Tickets are $10-
$25. Go to gryphoncarolers.com or 
call 650-493-2131.

Cantor Richard Kaplan per-
forms a Hanukkah concert of Sep-

Music for the times
Historic and contemporary melodies mingle during the 

busy holiday concert season
by Rebecca Wallace

Sarah Brown, left, and Julia 
Angelopoulos will sing at Paly’s 
Madrigal Dinner and Teas.
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Funeral Home FD132
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www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com
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GreenQuest Home Solutions 
can help you:

 Lower your utility bills
 Make your home green

Call us for a FREE 18 point HomeHealth Check-Up

”Saving The Earth One Home at a Time”

(650) 493-6000

Tired of High Utility Bills?

 Make your home more healthy and comfortable year-round 
 Assist with home rebates

hardic melodies, cantorial art songs 
and other music at 3 p.m. Dec. 14. 
The concert is at the Oshman Fam-
ily Jewish Community Center, 3921 
Fabian Way, Palo Alto, free for JCC 
members and $5 for nonmembers. 
Go to paloaltojcc.org or call 650-
223-8618.

The Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Choir performs a holiday concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 18 at the Moun-
tain View Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 500 Castro St. Tickets are 
$33/$28. Go to oigc.org or call 510-
839-4361.

Corelli’s “Christmas Concerto” 
kicks off the evening when the Palo 
Alto Chamber Orchestra plays at 
8 p.m. Dec. 19 at the Oshman Fam-
ily Jewish Community Center, 3921 
Fabian Way, Palo Alto. Tickets are 
$5-$15. Go to pacomusic.org or call 
650-856-3848.

The Aurora Singers perform 
their annual concert of holiday mu-
sic at 7 p.m. Dec. 19 at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 
505 E. Charleston Road. Suggested 
donation is $9 ($7 for seniors and 
students), with reservations recom-
mended; jackieyee@ymail.com.

Several holiday-themed dance 
and theater offerings are happening 
as well. Here’s a sampling:

“A Civil War Christmas,” a musi-
cal melding old-time carols into its 
drama, is being presented by The-
atreWorks at the Lucie Stern The-
atre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto, through Dec. 27. Tickets are 
$26-$62. Go to theatreworks.org or 
call 650-463-1960.

Smuin Ballet brings “The Christ-
mas Ballet” to the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
500 Castro St. from Dec. 9 through 
Dec. 13, with several 2 and 8 p.m. 
shows. Dances are set to music in-
cluding chamber works by Bach 
and Mozart, and Diana Krall songs; 
and Hanukkah klezmer. Tickets are 
$41/$56. Go to smuinballet.org or 
call 415-556-5000.

Western Ballet dances “The 
Nutcracker” at 7 p.m. on Dec. 4, 1 
and 7 p.m. on Dec. 5, and noon and 
3:30 p.m. on Dec. 6, at the Moun-
tain View Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 500 Castro St. Tickets are 
$25-$28. The “Nutcracker Sweet 
Tea” happens at the center at 3 p.m. 
Dec. 5; tickets are $12. Go to west-
ernballet.org or call 650-968-4455.

Peninsula Youth Theatre pre-
mieres a theatrical adaptation of 
the Elise Primavera book “Auntie 
Claus” with shows at 9:30 and 11 
a.m. Dec. 11 and at 11:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. Dec. 12 at the Mountain 
View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St. Tickets are $6 
on Friday and $10 on Saturday. Go 
to pytnet.org.

Palo Alto Children’s Theatre 
winds theater, music and dance into 
the “Nutcracker” tale, with after-
noon and evening shows Dec. 11 
through Dec. 20 at 1305 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto. Tickets are $5/$10; 
call 650-463-4970 or go to cityof-
paloalto.org/childrenstheatre.

Menlo Medical Clinic will open a second Menlo Park location

at 321 Middlefield Road to provide exceptional primary and specialty 

care for its community. Personal. Knowledgeable. Integrated. Soon 

our family of physicians and practitioners will grow to 50+, our  

specialties will increase to 20, and our clinic will expand to two — all 

in affiliation with Stanford Hospital & Clinics to better serve you.

Our second Menlo Park clinic at 321 Middlefield 
Road will open December of 2009.

Menlo Medical Clinic 
1300 Crane St. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650-498-6500 
menloclinic.com

Personal care
will get even better

More capacity. More access. More service.
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With a gift annuity of $20,000 or more, Stanford makes fixed annual 
payments to you or a loved one for life

Receive a tax deduction and possible future tax savings

It’s easy to set up

Support Stanford University School of Medicine’s world-class 
medical research and education

Stanford University School of Medicine

Office of Planned Giving

Carol J. Kersten, JD
650.725.5524
pgmed@stanford.edu
http://pgmed.stanford.edu

IN THESE ECONOMIC TIMES, CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF 
A STANFORD MEDICINE GIFT ANNUITY:

TO LEARN MORE, 
PLEASE CONTACT US.

STANFORD GIFT ANNUITIES

Current Single-Life Rates

Age Rate (%)

65

75

85

5.3

6.3

8.1

ARRANGING YOUR RETIREMENT TO REFLECT 
YOUR VALUES, YOUR NEEDS AND THE IMPACT 
YOU SEEK TO HAVE IN THE WORLD

Photography by Frank Gaglione; Physician: George A. Fisher, Jr., MD, PhD; Patient: Gary Grandmaison
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M any restaurants struggle 

to stand out from the 
crowd. Not a problem for 

The Kitchen Table, celebrating six 
months of strictly kosher dining in 
Mountain View. 

It is definitely open for Christ-
mas. 

The Kitchen Table claims the 
title as Northern California’s only 
certified glatt kosher, sit-down, 
meat-serving restaurant. Glatt ko-
sher is generally considered the 
highest standard of Jewish dietary 
laws (although the word glatt actu-
ally means “smooth,” in reference 
to wholesomeness and quality).  
No pork, shellfish or dairy prod-
ucts cross The Kitchen Table’s 
threshold. The restaurant closes 
for Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath — 

from 2:30 p.m. Friday until dinner 
on Saturday.

Also unusual, at The Kitchen 
Table the vegetarian daughter can 
sit down with the lactose-intolerant 
aunt, the lamb-loving uncle, the 
mom who is allergic to gluten, and 
all will enjoy the meal. You don’t 
have to be, or even understand, 
kosher.

The idea behind The Kitchen 
Table is to set a place for every-
one. Even people without cars, as 
the restaurant lies a block from the 
Caltrain station. 

Everything is made from scratch. 
Chef Chaim Davids grew up work-
ing in pizza and kosher restaurants 
in Baltimore, got a culinary degree 
and was the sous chef for the Med-

RESTAURANT REVIEW

The house-cured pastrami sandwich on house-made sourdough rye with Russian dressing.
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As kosher as it gets
The Kitchen Table in Mountain View is one of a kind

by Sheila Himmel

(continued on next page)

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti
Ciao Bella!

It didn’t take long for businesswoman, Bella Awdisho, to recognize something 
was missing in Mountain View. After long research, it became apparent that 

fi nding a one-of-a-kind restaurant to bring to the Mountain View area would not 
be easy. “I just could not see opening another run-of-the-mill restaurant in an 
area fi lled with such innovation” said Mrs. Awdisho. Her search ended when she 
found Pizzeria Venti, a small boutique pizzeria based in Italy. 

Her introduction to Italian cuisine was in-depth, to say the least. It began with 
a culinary arts program that included training under the Tuscany sun. “The 
training was really eye-opening. I learned about the nuances of true Italian 
cooking; about the quality and passion that goes into every dish. It’s amazing.” 
said Bella. “Covering everything from pasta and sauces to the tradition of Italy 
famous “pizza al taglio” or pizza by the cut, the training was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience which is simply not available to most restaurateurs.” 

Traveling in Italy

Awdisho said that she was extremely anxious to start her own Pizzeria Venti 
right here in Mountain View. “I recognized the uniqueness of our location,” 

she noted “so I put many resources into the marketing of the location.  We 
continue to offer to our customers many of the dishes I was introduced to in 
Italy.” So successful was this introduction that Awdisho had to double the size of 
her kitchen, adding additional equipment to handle the demand.  Executive Chef, 
Marco Salvi, the training chef in Italy,  provided many new recipes for use in her 
restaurant. Chef Marco provided some insight “The ingredients say it all. We work 
to provide a fi nished dish which will honor its origins and create a wonderful 
experience for our customers.” 

Authenticity – Not just a word

Each new dish is hand selected with an eye towards authenticity. Even its 
rustic style pizza has a bit of Italia in it, made daily on-premise and using only 

imported water from Italy. “For me, one of the most important components of the 
training in Italy was the cultural understanding of these recipes.  I was able to bring 
this back to our customers,” said Bella.  She continues, “I know our customers really 
appreciate what we do.  We are so grateful that they allow us our passion.”

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monda
9 a m t

now accepting reservations 

for your holiday party!

catering available!
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NATURALLY SMOKED v. LIQUID SMOKE ADDITIVE

WHOLE CUTS v. GLUED TOGETHER PIECES

© 2009 Kingsley Deli Arts

There are two ways to create deli meats: The Kingsley way, and every other way. 
Kingsley only uses whole breast turkey, ham and top-round beef. We believe in 
slow-roasting, hand-rubbed herbs and spices, and we only use whole cuts of meat, 
never bits and pieces glued together. With Kingsley, it is just the meat. 
www.KingsleyDeliArts.com.

AVAILABLE AT DRAEGER’S MARKET AND OTHER FINE SPECIALTY STORES. ASK FOR A SAMPLE. 

T H E  A R T  O F  C R A F T I N G  D E L I  M E AT S

iterranean-inspired restaurant of 
California’s kosher winery, Herzog. 

He brings a global vision to The 
Kitchen Table, kicking up the tra-
ditional Eastern European Jewish 
deli fare many notches with chiles 
and aioli. Some dishes may fly too 
high and confuse you. But the menu 
changes constantly, offers a variety 
of daily specials and is never dull.  

A recent dinner started with warm 
bread, an Italian-Jewish marriage of 
focaccia and challah, and a purée of 
roasted eggplant. Our best dishes 
came from the Small Bites section. 
Tuna ceviche ($7) was an excellent 
appetizer, even though the fish was 
fresh red rather than marinated and 
there weren’t quite enough plantain 
chips to scoop up the luscious avo-
cado relish. Irregularly cut yam fries 
($4) come with poblano-lime aioli. 

The knish of the day ($6) is a 
pastry of many stuffings. Ours had 
tender pieces of chicken amid on-
ion and potato, sitting on a dab of 
sweet, grainy mustard and a handful 
of crisp frisée lettuce. 

The Kitchen Table salad ($6) cur-
rently features shaved beets, per-
simmons and matchstick potatoes 
on a bed of baby greens. It can be-
come an entrée with add-ons of fish, 
chicken and roasted vegetables. 

With the irresistible mouth feel 
and flavor combination of salty-
sweet-crispy, the lamb BLT sand-
wich ($7) is an inspiration. Davids 
does his own curing and smoking. 
Add a side dish, and the little lamb 
BLT could make a meal. 

(continued from previous page)
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Shop Talk 
by Daryl Savage

ROJOZ 
REVIVED ... 
Ron Linsan-
gan is a happy 
man. He sits 
at a table in 
Rojoz, his new 
restaurant, 
slowly eating a 

large chili quesadilla. Linsangan’s 
eatery is the latest in town to 
open its doors. But it wasn’t easy. 
“The hardest part is over. It’s 
behind me and I am relieved,” he 
said. It took a full year for Rojoz, 
formerly in Town & Country Vil-
lage, to relocate to the Charleston 
Shopping Center. Located next 
to Peet’s Coffee, the 50-seat 
gourmet-wrap restaurant hit a 
few bumps as it moved through 
Palo Alto’s permit process. After 
several visits from the city, “The 

Community Health 
Education Programs

For a complete list of classes and class fees, 
lectures and health education resources, 
visit: pamf.org.

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops
Vascular Disease Outside of the Heart
Presented by Erik Price, M.D., PAMF Cardiology
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 – 8:30 p.m., 650-853-4873

Cancer
650-342-3749

CPAP
650-853-4729

Diabetes
650-224-7872

Drug and Alcohol
650-853-2904

Healing Imagery for 
Cancer Patients
650-799-5512

Kidney
650-323-2225

Multiple Sclerosis
650-328-0179

Support Groups

Adult Weight 
Management Group
Thursdays, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Bariatric Class
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 
9:30 a.m. – noon

Prediabetes
Monday, Dec. 7, 9 – 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, 4:30 – 7 p.m.

Healthy Eating with 
Type 2 Diabetes
Thursday, Dec. 10, 
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Heart Smart Class
Must attend both sessions. 
Tuesdays, Dec. 15 & 22, 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes  650-853-2961

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Preparing for Birth
Saturdays, Dec. 5, 12 & 19, 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
650-853-2960

Moving Through 
Pregnancy
Monday, Jan. 4, 7 – 9 p.m. 
650-853-2960

What You Need to Know About Warfarin
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2 – 3:30 p.m., 

Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction
Free orientation, Tuesday, Jan. 5, 
6:30 – 9 p.m.

Living Well Classes  650-853-2960

Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops
Understanding Our Children’s 
Unique Learning Styles
Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Presented by Elizabeth Copeland, M.D.
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 – 8:30 p.m., 650-934-7373

Ask the Pharmacist, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1 – 3 p.m.

General Social Services, Friday, Dec. 4 and Jan. 8, 
1 – 2 p.m., drop-in visits with our social worker

HICAP Counseling, by appointment

Advance Health Care Directive, by appointment

Health Resource Center  650-934-7373

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Feeding Your Toddler
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 7 – 9 p.m

Preparing for Baby
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 6:30 – 
8:30 p.m.

Infant Emergencies 
and CPR
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 23, 
Jan. 6 or 20, 6 – 8:30 p.m.

Breastfeeding
Monday or Tuesday, 
Dec. 7 & 8, Jan. 4 or 5, 
6:30 – 9 p.m.

Baby Care
Saturday, Jan. 30, 10 – 
11:30 a.m.

For all, register online or 
call 650-934-7373.

Lifesteps® Weight Management (18-week program)
Starting Wednesday, Jan. 13, 6 – 7:15 p.m.

Weight Management Program  650-934-7373

Mind-Body Stress Management 
(three part class)
Monday, Jan. 18, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-934-7373

Living Well Classes

Healthy Living and 
Controlling Diabetes 
(2 part class)
Wednesdays, Dec. 2 & 9, 
2 – 4:30 p.m., 
Tuesdays, Dec. 8 & 15, 
9:30 a.m. – noon, 
Wednesdays, Dec. 16 & 23, 
2 – 4:30 p.m., 
Tuesdays, Dec. 22 & 29, 
9:30 a.m. – noon,  

Heart Smart Class
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
3 – 5:30 p.m.

Prediabetes
Thursday, 
Dec. 17, 2 
– 4:30 p.m., 
and Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, 3 – 
5:30 p.m.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes  650-934-7177

Free orientation session. Tuesdays, Dec. 1 & 15, noon – 
1 p.m., Thursdays, Dec. 10 & 17, 5 – 6:30 p.m.,

HMR Weight Management Program  650-404-8260

Feeding Your Toddler
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 6 – 8 p.m., 650-853-2961

Feeding Your Preschooler
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 6 – 8 p.m., 650-853-2961

Los Altos Center
370 Distel Circle

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes

The Kitchen Table
142 Castro St., Mountain 
View. 650-390-9388
www.thekitchentablerest
aurant.com
Mon.-Thu.: Lunch 11:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m.; happy hour 4-5 
p.m.; dinner 5-9 p.m. Fri.: 
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Sat.: Dinner 7:30-11 p.m. 
Sun.: Brunch 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
dinner 5-9 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Wine & beer

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair 
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor 
seating

The chipotle barbecued pulled 
chicken sandwich ($12) was pleas-
antly spicy, but smothered in bread 
that was toasted either too much or 
not enough. It just tasted stale. Pas-
trami ($12), although very lean, was 
too salty and like the chicken, over-
matched by bread. The better parts 
of both were the accompanying sal-
ads: cole slaw and German potato. 

Chicken and matzoh ball soup 
($5), although rich with chicken, 
carrots, onion, celery leaves and a 
kick of adobo, was sunk by a very 
heavy, undercooked matzoh ball.  

Entrées range from the heirloom 
grain bowl ($12) to rib-eye steak 
($30). The lamb shank ($29) glis-
tened in chocolate-chile sauce, but 
its best features were jalapeño corn 
bread and a hearty posole soup of 
hominy grits, creamy white and 
black barley beans. 

By the time of dessert, you’ve got-
ten the sweet-savory concept. Spicy 
frozen chocolate custard may be one 
step beyond. The chocolate babka, 
a pastry made in this case with soy 
milk, would have been just as good 
without the added heat. 

The Kitchen Table seats 60 people 
inside and 20 out in front, but it feels 
homey as the name implies. Dark 
wood chairs and wainscoting, chi-
na cabinet and chandeliers convey 
warmth. As does a loop of digitized 
family photos, to which patrons are 
invited to contribute, setting their 
own Kitchen Table. 

(continued on next page)

 Page 39



Eating Out

GOT
WRINKLES?

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in 
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70, 
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:

800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

We Sack It For You
Each weekend in December all of our mulches and 
composts are offered pre sacked at the same price as 
you would pay to bag it yourself.

Mini Mulch Fir Bark  $3.00

Small Fir Bark  $3.00

Ground Redwood Bark  $2.00

Mocha Chips  $2.49

Arbor Mulch  $2.00

Vermigreen Compost  $3.00

Garden Compost  $2.00

Diestel Structured compost  $4.00

P087075  11/08 State Farm – Bloomington, IL statefarm.com®

I’M THERE
™

Know your

neighbor?
Jeri Fink, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0590896
2225 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Bus: 650-812-2700
www.jerifink.net

inspector asked what’s taken me 
so long to open. I said, ‘You!’ He 
took a look around and signed 
me off right on the spot,” Linsan-
gan said. Rojoz opened that day, 
Nov. 21. The employees at Rojoz 

are pretty much the same ones 
Linsangan had at his former loca-
tion. “I rehired 95 percent of my 
staff back,” he said, explaining 
that they had all taken other jobs 
in the past year, waiting for Rojoz 
to reopen. “Most everybody has 

been with me for 12 years. We 
all get along,” he said. Linsangan 
is now back to his normal work 
week. “That’s about 70 to 80 
hours a week. But I might cut it to 
60 hours,” he said. “I also teach 
judo. I’ve been an instructor for 

40 years in San Bruno,” Linsan-
gan said. Rojoz’s official grand-
opening ribbon-cutting ceremony 
is scheduled for Dec. 11. 

TRADER JOE’S IS OPEN... For 
those who have been waiting for 
Trader Joe’s in Town & Country 
Village, the wait is over — unless 
it’s for a red light at the brand-new 
traffic signal at the Embarcadero 
Road entrance. Trader Joe’s is 
scheduled to open today. And it 
was nicely coordinated with last 
week’s installation of the new traf-
fic signal, which was required as 
part of the city approval of Trader 
Joe’s. The existing pedestrian 
signal aimed at Palo Alto High 
School students has been timed 
to work with the new signal. 

CAFFE DEL DOGE ON TRACK ... 
Italian coffee will soon be available 
to commuters. Caffe del Doge is 
on track to open its second coffee 
shop in Palo Alto at the University 
Avenue Caltrain station. A grand 
opening for the Venetian company 
will be Dec. 11. Its first shop at 
419 University Ave., which began 
business in 2005, continues to at-
tract crowds. 

PALO ALTO GETS A CHIPOTLE ... 
Also new on the scene is Chipo-
tle, which opened last month 
at 2675 El Camino Real. The 
Denver-based Mexican restaurant 
chain has more than 900 loca-
tions in North America and plans 
to expand to London next April. 
Chipotle made national news in 

October when it announced a big 
solar power push: About 75 of its 
restaurants will be installing solar 
panels over the next year. 

ARRIVEDERCI, PALERMO ... 
Menlo Park has lost a restaurant. 
Palermo, which had been in busi-
ness nearly four years, has served 
its last crab ravioli. The Italian 
restaurant at 1010 El Camino Real 
closed its doors last month.

KNOW NEW’S GOOD NEWS ... 
Following last month’s Weekly 
story about the possible closing 
of Know New Books, located at 
415 California Ave., bookstore 
owner Bill Burruss said the out-
pouring of community support 
has helped keep the business 
going. Encouraged by the many 
patrons who have stopped by, 
Burruss plans a tiered member-
ship program, where customers 
will get a membership card with 
many perks, including store credit 
of comparable value to their do-
nation toward books. Patrons can 
even have a larger membership 
split into smaller ones to give as 
Christmas gifts, he said. He also 
plans to hold monthly special 
sales in specific book categories, 
such as art or science fiction, 
where members will get discounts 
and first crack at the best books. 
The store will have art shows and 
other special events, he said. 

E-mail Daryl Savage at shop-
talk@paweekly.com

www.paloaltohardware.com
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA (650) 327-7222

Quick home fix or fix-up?  
Hostess gift! or something for  
the DIY’er? We can help you  

find it, at Palo Alto Hardware

(continued from previous page)
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Search a complete
 listing of  local

restaurant
reviews by location
 or type  of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com

AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet 

(650) 494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

2008 Best Chinese

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $4.75

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 856-3338

2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong – Menlo Park

Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

www.spalti.com

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

The Oaxacan Kitchen 321-8003

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

2323 Birch Street, Palo Alto

also visit us at 6 Bay Area Farmer’s Markets

www.theoaxacankitchen.com 

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

3 Years in a Row, 2006-2007-2008

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

of the week

Always a local favorite!

Every year since 1991
by Palo Alto Weekly

650.856.6124

650.327.4111

650.968.6050
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2012 (PG-13)   Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 3:10, 6:40 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20: 12:10, 2:25, 3:35, 7, 9:05 & 10:20 p.m.   

A Serious Man (R)  Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 4:15 & 10:25 p.m.   

An American in Paris Stanford Theatre: Sun 3:40 & 7:30 p.m. Mon 7:30 p.m.   
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

An Education (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 1:45, 4:15 & 7 p.m. Fri.-Wed. also at 9:35 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)

Armored (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:35, 3:50, 6, 8:15 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 12:15, 1:20, 3:35, 5:50, 6:45,
(Not Reviewed)  8:05 & 10:35 p.m.   

Bad Lieutenant: Port of Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 1:55, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 12:40, 3:55, 7:15 & 10:05 p.m. 
Call New Orleans (R)   

The Blind Side (PG-13)  Century 16: 1, 4:05, 7:05 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 1:25, 3, 4:20, 6, 7:20, 9 & 10:15 p.m.   

Brothers (R)   Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 5:05, 7:40 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: Noon, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45 & 10:30 
p.m.   

Disney’s A Christmas Carol Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2, 4:25, 6:50 & 9:10  
(PG) p.m.   

Everybody’s Fine (PG-13)  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 2:10, 4:35, 7:15 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:20, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30 & 9:55   
 p.m.   

Fantastic Mr. Fox (PG)   Century 16: 10:55 a.m.; 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 7:50 & 10:10 p.m  Century 20: 12:25, 1:30, 2:35, 3:40, 
4:55, 5:55, 7:10, 8:10, 9:25 & 10:25 p.m.   

Father of the Bride (1950)  Stanford Theatre: Sun 5:45 & 9:35 p.m. Mon 5:45 & 9:35 p.m.   
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

Gigi (Not Rated)  Stanford Theatre: Fri 7:30 p.m. Sat 3:35 & 7:30 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed) 

Glenn Beck’s ‘The Century 16: Thu 8 p.m.   Century 20: Thu 8 p.m.   
Christmas Sweater’ (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

Inglourious Basterds Century 20: 12:45 & 7 p.m.   
(R) 

The Men Who Stare At Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m.  Century 20: 2:30 p.m. Fri.-Wed. also at 7:30 
Goats (R) (Not Reviewed)  p.m.   

Ninja Assassin (R)  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:20, 3:50, 5, 7:40, 
(Not Reviewed)  9:20 & 10:40 p.m.   

Old Dogs (PG)  Century 16: 10:50 a.m.; 1:05, 3:25, 5:40, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: Noon, 1:15, 2:10, 3:30, 
(Not Reviewed)  4:30, 5:45, 6:55, 8, 9:15 & 10:15 p.m.   

Pirate Radio (R)   Century 20: 11:50 a.m. & 4:50 p.m. Fri.-Wed. also at 9:50 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:30 & 
7:15 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. also at 9:55 p.m.   

Planet 51 (PG)  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:50, 4:20, 6:55 & 9:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 2:15, 5:15, 7:50 & 
(Not Reviewed)  10:10 p.m.   

Precious (R) 1/2 Aquarius 3, 4, 6, 7, 8:45 & 9:45 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 1 p.m.

Red Cliff (R)  Guild Theatre: 2, 5:15 & 8:30 p.m.   

The Reluctant Debutante Stanford Theatre: Fri 5:40 & 9:35 p.m. Sat 5:40 & 9:35 p.m.   
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)

The Road (R) 1/2 CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:40 & 7:20 p.m. Fri & Sat. also at 10 p.m.   

The Rocky Horror Picture Guild: Sat. at midnight.  
Show (R) (Not Reviewed) 

The Twilight Saga: New Century 16: 11 a.m.; 12:30, 2, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8 & 9:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 12:30, 1:40, 
Moon (PG-13)   2:45, 4:35, 5:40, 6:30, 7:35, 8:50 & 10:35 p.m.
(Not Reviewed)

 Skip it    Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Internet address: For trailers and more information go to PaloAltoOnline.com.

Movies
MOVIE TIMES

STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

SCREEN GEMS PRESENTS A STARS ROAD ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION IN ASSOCIATION WITH FARAH FILMS “ARMORED” FRED WARD

MUSIC
BY JOHN MURPHY

EXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS DEBRA JAMES RUSSELL HOLLANDER
PRODUCED

BY JOSHUA DONEN DAN FARAH

DIRECTED
BY NIMROD ANTAL

WRITTEN
BY JAMES V. SIMPSON

Discover the
FRENCH FILM CLUB

OF PALO ALTO at
PALO ALTO ART CENTER

1313 Newell Road

Winter Program “Les Classiques”
December 4th at 7pm / movie 7:30pm

“All the Mornings of The world”  
or “Tous les Matins du Monde”

Film by Alain Corneau
With Jean-Pierre Marielle  

and Gerard Depardieu-Anne Brochet

December 18th at 6pm / movie 7:30pm
Special Holiday Soiree de Gala, music and movie

“La Môme” or “La Vie en Rose”
Film by Olivier Dahan - 2007

with Marion Cotillard as Edith Piaf

Established in 1977, the French Film 
Club is an independent non-profit 
Organization, open to the public. 

For full program and archives, go to:
frenchfilmclubofpaloalto.org

The Road 
2:00, 4:40, 7:20,  
Fri/Sat add 10:00  

Pirate Radio  
1:45, 4:30, 7:15  
Fri/Sat add 9:55 

Brothers 
(Century 16, Century 20) Hol-

lywood’s hot young turks tackle 
contemporary issues in this cur-
rent-day war tale based on Su-
sanne Bier’s 2004 Danish film of 
the same name.

The plot is one that’s unfurling in 
homes and hometowns all over the 
USA. Capable Marine Capt. Sam 
Cahill (Tobey Maguire) and his 
childhood sweetheart wife, Grace 
(Natalie Portman), are raising 
two young girls while Sam does 
back-and-forth tours of duty as a 
helicopter pilot in Afghanistan. 
Sam’s latest deployment comes at 
the same time as his ne’er-do-well 
brother Tommy (Jake Gyllenhaal) 
is sprung from prison for his part 
in a thwarted bank robbery.

When Sam’s chopper is shot 
down the military comes calling, 
declaring him dead. A bitter pill 
for Grace and kin to swallow as 
Sam is the kind of guy with no quit 
in him, the immaculate white hat 

to Tommy’s black and a hero in all 
eyes.

Forced to step up, Tommy be-
comes a surrogate Dad to Grace’s 
girls, Isabel and Maggie (Bailee 
Madison and Taylor Geare), and 
perilously close to a love interest 
for Grace herself.

In stark contrast to the Rock-
wellian folk scenes playing out 
on the snowy homefront, Sam is 
enduring his own personal hell 
in the Middle East, struggling to 
stay alive in order to return to his 
family. This is the film’s weakest 
link — slightly insubstantial on 
the dark horrors that can result in 
severe psychological change. Sam 
returns a shell of his former self 
whose guilt and paranoia cause him 
to see things in a different light.

Jim Sheridan knows his way 
around dysfunctional drama (think 
“In America,” etc.) and keeps a 
steady finger on a high-tension 
wire humming with anxiety. A-
listers Gyllenhaal, Portman and 
Maguire are all up to snuff, with 
Maguire sporting a stunning melo-
dramatic transformation from con-

fident, straight-arrow Marine to 
self-flagellating apparition.

Best of show goes to Madison, 
who acts the pants off the adults 
with sensitive expressions of fear, 
affection and inevitable parental 
damage on her vivid little face.

War pics are a risky business, es-
pecially during the holidays when 
it’s all about the upbeat warp and 
woof of life. Even “The Hurt Lock-
er,” one of the year’s best-reviewed 
films, did disappointing box office 
when it was released this summer. 
Sheridan’s ode to those who serve 
is gloriously atmospheric — per-
haps perilously slow in spots — but 
gives plenty of bang for the buck.

Rated R for language and vio-
lence. 1 hour, 44 minutes.

 — Jeanne Aufmuth

‘What’syour 
  story?’

The 
Palo  Al to 

Story 
Project

Stories about Palo Alto, as told 
by local residents as part of the 
Palo Alto Story Project, are 
now posted on the Internet.  

Watch them at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com  

OPENINGS

For a review of “Everybody’s 
Fine,” go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
movies.
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Sports
Shorts

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Friday
Women’s soccer: Stanford vs. UCLA 

in College Cup semifinals, 2:30 p.m.; 
ESPN2; ESPNU

Women’s volleyball: Long Island at at 
Stanford, 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
Women’s volleyball: NCAA second 

round at Stanford, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 
FM)

Sunday
Women’s soccer: NCAA finals at Col-

lege Station, Texas; 10 a.m., ESPN2

ON THE AIR

OF LOCAL NOTE . . ..The Palo 
Alto Grand Prix hosted it’s fourth 
annual end of year Awards dinner, 
recognizing the top winners of 
the 2009 Road Race Series. Over 
100 people attended the dinner 
at Lucie Stern Community Center, 
where awards were handed out 
in various age divisions as well as 
recognizing the series overall male 
and female winners. For more 
information on the Grand Prix and 
to view the 2010 schedule go to: 
www.paloaltogp.org . . . The Palo 
Alto Soccer Club’s  00G Blue 
Thunder went undefeated in six 
matches recently to win a NorCal 
State Cup title. The competition, 
held over two weekends, began 
in Sacramento where the Blue 
Thunder beat three teams by a 
combined 7-1 score to reach the 
quarterfinals, where they beat 
the Dublin Magic, 2-1, on penalty 
kicks. The following weekend, the 
Blue Thunder beat Castro Valley, 
2-0, in the semifinals and then 
topped the Walnut Creek Storm 
to become 2009 Girls U10 Gold 
NorCal State Cup champion. 
Team members included: Sarah 
Shader, Hailey Leclerc, Anais 
Nagle, Darrow Hornik, Olivia 
O’Farrell, Emily Tomz, Maya 
Leviten, Sabrina Dahlen, Natalie 
Hill, JaneAnne Arnone and Danie-
la Karchmer . . . The Menlo-Park/
Atherton AYSO Region 109 Girls 
U-16 team, the Sharp Blades, 
captured the AYSO Area 2A/2J 
championship recently with a 3-2 
victory (on penalty kicks) over the 
West San Jose Cougars. Vanessa 
Balcazar, Murphy Callender and 
Paola Rosales provided the win-
ning penalty kicks while goalie 
Isabela Montoya blocked two 
critical attempts during penalty 
kicks . . . Former Stanford All-
American runners Ryan Hall 
and his wife, Sara, who in 2009 
started The STEPS Foundation, 
have been named Visa Humani-
tarian Athletes of the Year by USA 
Track & Field. In September of 
this year, the Halls launched the 
Hall Steps Foundation, which will 
fund programs to create a better 
life for youth living in poverty in the 
United States and abroad. Do-
mestically, the foundation plans to 
create mentoring programs for at-
risk youth to train for a race with 
an adult runner.

Stanford senior Kelley O’Hara is the nation’s leading scorer in women’s soccer and is a big 
reason why the Cardinal is 24-0 and ranked No. 1 going into the NCAA College Cup semifinals.

Richard C. Ersted

NCAA WOMEN’S SOCCER

Taking a shot
to finish off

a perfect year
Stanford’s dynamic duo of O’Hara, Press 
lead unbeaten Cardinal into semifinals

by Rick Eymer

A t least Paul Ratcliffe didn’t have to do a lot of 
last-minute scrounging around for information 
about his next opponent. The Stanford women’s 

soccer coach has seen UCLA up close and personal 
for the past several years now so there shouldn’t be 
any surprises.

Ratcliffe won’t be leav-
ing much to chance, 
though; not now; not 
ever. He’ll have the top-
ranked and undefeated 
Cardinal (24-0) ready 
to play when it takes the 
field against Pac-10 ri-
val UCLA (21-2-1) in the 
national semifinals of the 
NCAA Women’s College Cup at 2:30 p.m. (PT) Friday 
in College Station, Texas.

Stanford wrenched the Pac-10 title from the Bruins 
for the first time in years this season after beating 
them, 2-0, at home in the middle of October. It was 
that victory that solidified in Stanford’s collective 
mind that this could be a special year.

The other semifinalists, defending champion North 
Carolina (23-3-1) and Notre Dame (23-3-1), are no 
strangers to Stanford either. The Cardinal tied the Tar 
Heels last year, lost to the Irish in last year’s NCAA 
semifinals and then beat Notre Dame, 2-0, at Santa 
Clara early in the season.

Stanford senior forward Kelley O’Hara and junior 
forward Christen Press each reached the 50-point 
mark this season and each set school records.

O’Hara, the nation’s leading scorer, set records for 
most goals (25) and points (63) in a season while Press 
set marks for most assists (15) and most shots (137) 
in a season.

“Those are two of the most prolific scorers in the 

(continued on page 44)

A fun farewell
for Stanford’s
Janet Okogbaa

by Rick Eymer

J ust mentioning Janet Okog-
baa’s name to Stanford wom-
en’s volleyball coach John 

Dunning brings a smile to his 
face. And why not? The senior 
middle blocker was named to the 
all-Pac-10 Conference first team 
earlier this week.

But that’s not what Dunning 
wants to talk about right away. 
He’d prefer to tell you the kind of 
person she is before describing her 
talent.

“This wonderful person, this 
amazingly funny person keeps the 
team loose,” he said. “She gives 
you the extra feeling that you will 
get through it.”

She’s also a rarity in that she’s 
the only senior starter and had to 
take over the middle from Foluke 
Akinradewo, a member of the 
U.S. National Team, the National 

NCAA VOLLEYBALL

Stanford senior Janet Okogbaa kept her teammates loose at last 
season’s NCAA tournament and will reprise that role this weekend.(continued on page 44)
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CCS FOOTBALL

Menlo is ready
for No. 1 Carmel
in section final

by Tim Goode

I t has been nearly three months 
since the Menlo School football 
team suffered its first, and worst, 

loss of the season. 
That was a 49-14 blasting at the 

hands of host Carmel. The Padres 
shredded Menlo’s defense for 526 
yards that Saturday afternoon in 
early September, picking up 386 
yards on the ground.

“Carmel was the worst game we 
played, defensively,” said Menlo 
coach Mark Newton.

Despite a 333-yard passing day 
by Menlo senior quarterback Dan-
ny Diekroeger, the Knights were no 
match for Carmel that day. Since 
then, Menlo has won eight games 
and is now 9-3. Carmel, however, is 
11-0.

The obvious question as both 
teams head into Saturday’s Central 
Coast Section Division IV cham-
pionship game at Westmont High 

(continued on page 45)
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Sports

country,” Boston College coach Ali-
son Kulik said after the Eagles lost, 
3-1, in the Elite Eight to host Stan-
ford last weekend. “In my mind they 
are two of the best in country.”

O’Hara and Press form the high-
est-scoring tandem in the country, 
combining for 45 goals, 28 assists 
and 118 points. The two have scored 
more goals as a duo than 289 of the 
321 teams in NCAA Division I.

“I think we’ve played together so 
much that we know what each other 
is thinking,” Press said. “I know 
what she wants from me.”

O’Hara and Press have become 
just the 12th pair in Division I his-
tory to score 55 or more points in 
a season, according to research by 
collegesoccer360.com, and the first 
since Notre Dame’s Kerri Hanks 
and Katie Thorlakson scored 71 
points apiece in 2005.

Only four sets of teammates have 
ever had 60-60 seasons in Division 
I history. Stanford’s only other 40-
40 duo was in 1993 when Sarah 
Rafanelli (48) and Erin Martin (40) 
accomplished the feat. They com-
bined for 34 goals and 22 assists for 
an NCAA semifinal team.

“I have a lot of respect for Kel-
ley,” Kulik said. “She is the hard-
est working soccer player I’ve seen. 
She’s always coming back to help 
and she tries to set people up. She 
deserves being pulled up to the na-
tional team.”

O’Hara had to pack and clear 
out for Christmas break by the 
time Stanford left for Texas A&M 
on Wednesday. She’s scheduled to 
fly to Los Angeles to join the U.S. 
National Team following Sunday’s 
championship match. She’ll be tak-
ing her finals in Texas, as well.

Only four teams have finished 
with a perfect record, and never by 
a school not named North Carolina. 
The Tar Heels last accomplished the 
feat in 2003 (27-0), but also did so 
in 1991, 1992, and 1993.

Stanford is one of 12 teams to 
enter the semifinals with a perfect 
record. Most recently, Notre Dame 
came in at 25-0 last year before los-
ing to North Carolina in the final.

Stanford is one of three Bay 
Area teams to have accomplish the 
feat, following Santa Clara in 1999 
(23-0) and Cal in 1987 (16-0). Nei-
ther of those teams advanced to the 
championship final.

Stanford ranks second in the na-
tion in scoring offense at 3.25 goals 
a game and finished with a home 
winning streak of 22 matches.

UCLA reached the College Cup 
for the seventh consecutive season. 
The Bruins beat Portland, 2-1, on 
goals by Kylie Wright and Lauren 
Cheney within four minutes of each 
other in the first half, to overcome 
an early deficit.

Stanford and UCLA have com-
bined to own at least a share of 15 of 
the Pac-10’s 16 titles. UCLA holds a 
9-6-3 series lead and is 4-1-2 over 
the Cardinal since 2003. This is 
their first postseason meeting. ■

NCAA soccer
(continued from page 43)

Player of the Year and four-time All-
American. Not only did Okogbaa 
assume the role, she did it in front 
of the record-setting blocker, who 
spent this season as an assistant with 
fourth-ranked Stanford.

It’s a good thing Okogbaa has a 
nutty sense of humor that helps hold 
things in perspective as she waited 
her turn to star and had to over-
come a handful of obstacles along 
the way.

She tells a corny joke about a 

man, a cheeseburger and a librar-
ian that’s hilarious with the telling; 
her face lit up with joyous innocence 
and a smile that would melt even the 
iceman who cometh.

Stanford, which hosts the first two 
rounds of the NCAA tournament 
this weekend at Maples Pavilion, 
plays loose and free partly because 
of Okogbaa’s demeanor and mostly 
because the Berkeley Preparatory 
School (Tampa, Fla.) grad can flat 
out play.

“All year she has been very con-
sistent,” Dunning said. “This is her 

NCAA volleyball
(continued from page 43)

Stanford’s Toby Gerhart, who ran for 205 yards against Notre Dame, 
was named an All-American by the AFCA on Thursday.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

David G
onzales/Stanford Photo

Gerhart
just bowls
them over

Newly named All-American 
just waiting for postseason 

after a sensational year 
by Rick Eymer

I t is time for the weekly briefing 
on where the Stanford football 
team may wind up this bowl 

season, and should the Pac-10 hold 
form, it could be quite dart-throw-
ing exercise choosing who goes 
where.

The important fact to remember 
as we weed through the possibilities 
is that only Oregon or Oregon State 
can control exactly which bowl they 
reach. Tiebreakers are used only for 
the Rose Bowl. All other bowl com-
mittees can pick among any teams 
tied in the standings.

For argument sakes, we are as-
suming that Oregon beat the Bea-
vers on Thursday night and will at-
tend the Rose Bowl. The game was 
in Eugene, home of the Ducks.

Oregon State, Stanford, Califor-
nia (if it beats Washington), and 
either USC or Arizona (who play 
each other Saturday) will finish in a 
four-way tie for second place.

In that scenario, come Sunday, 
when the bowl lineup will be re-
vealed, the Holiday Bowl would get 
first choice, and the smart money 
would be on USC and its name 
recognition against one of the top 
teams in the Big 12.

The Sun Bowl gets the next choice, 
and it’s anybody’s guess. California 
would be a nice fit and could play 
Oklahoma. Notre Dame is no longer 
eligible for the Sun Bowl as Stan-
ford took care of that with its 45-38 
victory over the Fighting Irish last 
Saturday..

Toby Gerhart and Stanford’s high-
powered offense would certainly be 
an attraction for any of the bowl 
games and would likely draw a big 
television audience. On Thursday, 
Gerhart was named to the Ameri-
can Football Coaches Association 
All-America Team.

You can almost hear Emerald 
Bowl chairman Gary Cavalli, a 
Stanford grad, turning dollar signs 
in his head at the idea of the Cardi-
nal possibly matching up with Bos-
ton College, Virginia Tech, North 
Carolina, or Florida State on the day 
after Christmas.

Florida State coach Bobby 
Bowden announced his retirement 
Tuesday, which will have an affect 
on the ACC arrangements.

If the Seminoles end up in the 
Emerald Bowl, that would be a huge 
deal for Stanford or Cal and could 
mean a sellout.

The Gator Bowl, which would 
normally get one of the top three 
ACC teams, is currently negotiating 
with the conference teams to invite 
Florida State, which has suddenly 
become a major commodity despite 
its 6-6 record. Bowden has never 
suffered a losing season in his 34 
years as a coach.

If that happens, the Emerald Bowl 
will get a team like Boston College, 
also a nice draw. Oregon State will 
then go to the Las Vegas Bowl.

The Emerald Bowl submits its 
preference to the ACC in a sealed 
envelope and would get its top 
choice only if three other bowl com-
mittees have passed on it.

Cavalli will most certainly go af-
ter the best team possible from the 
ACC, which is why Boston College 
et al could be possible.

The loser of the USC-Arizona 
contest receives the consolation 
prize of the Poinsettia Bowl.

UCLA, also bowl eligible, will 
participate if there’s a spot to fill. 
The Bruins still have some name 
recognition and might be a good 
fit.

If Oregon State goes to the Rose 
Bowl, then Oregon automatically 
goes to the Holiday Bowl and the 
Sun Bowl would take either USC 
or Arizona, and the Emerald Bowl 
would get its choice of Cal or Stan-
ford, with the Las Vegas Bowl get-
ting the other Bay Area team.

It’s becoming more and more ap-
parent that the Cardinal is headed to 
San Francisco’s AT&T Park, unless 
California gets an invite instead and 
then Stanford is Las Vegas bound.

Stanford put itself in the thick of 
the bowl picture with its thrilling 
victory over Notre Dame. 

Gerhart gained another 205 yards 
on 29 carries and, statistically, be-
came one of the two greatest run-
ners in Stanford history, joining the 
legendary Darrin Nelson.

Gerhart created his own personal 
space in Stanford’s Hall of Fame. 
The plaque won’t be placed on the 
wall until the committee officially 
admits him in some future year, but 

he’s already left a legacy.
He’s also become a serious subject 

when Heisman Trophy discussions 
are held. He was a late addition to 
the talks but has been prominently 
displayed the past few weeks.

“Toby is too humble to say any-
thing about himself but how can you 
not at least invite him?” Stanford 
quarterback Andrew Luck said. “He 
put this team on his back and made 
all of us better players. The one play 
he ran over the safety kept the drive 
going. I think he deserves it.”

Gerhart set a Pac-10 single-season 
record with 26 touchdowns and a 
career record with 42. He surpassed 
Nelson’s 40 for the Stanford mark.

Just to assure the voters he not a 
one-dimensional back, Gerhart also 
caught a pass for 33 yards and threw 
an 18-yard touchdown pass to Ryan 
Whalen. It was the first pass attempt 
of his college career.

Gerhart recorded his 10th 100-
yard game of the season, the 19th 
of his career, and his third 200-yard 
career game. He finished the regular 
season with 1,736 yards, best in the 
nation.

With Gerhart running around, 
Stanford (8-4) set school records 
for points (434) and rushing yards 
(2,692) in a season. The rushing 
mark had stood for 60 years.

Luck threw for 198 yards on 14-
of-20 passing and no interceptions. 
Owen Marecic scored a touchdown 
and Jim Dray caught a pass in the 
end zone that was worth enough to 
tie the game at 38-all.

The season will end in a bowl 
game, with the team playing in Las 
Vegas, San Francisco or San Diego. 
It’s the happiest season since Tyrone 
Willingham led the Cardinal on a 
journey to Seattle in 2001. ■ (continued on next page)

S tanford senior forward Kel-
ley O’Hara and junior for-
ward Christen Press were 

named two of the 15 semifinalists 
for the Hermann Trophy, awarded 
to women’s college soccer’s top 
player by the Missouri Athletic 
Club.

Stanford junior midfielder Bob-
by Warshaw, meanwhile, is one of 
15 players named to the Missouri 
Athletic Club’s Hermann Trophy 
Semifinalist Watch List.

O’Hara and Press have com-
bined for 45 goals, 28 assists, and 
118 points. They are the top scor-
ing duo in the country and rank 
first and second on Stanford’s 
single-season scoring list.

O’Hara holds the school season 
record for goals (25) and points 
(63). Press is close behind (20 

goals, 55 points), and holds the 
school season record for assists 
(15).

The list will be narrowed to 
three on Dec. 11, and the winner, 
through a coaches’ vote, will be 
announced Jan. 8 in St. Louis.

O’Hara and Press are in College 
Station for the College Cup. The 
Cardinal plays UCLA on Friday 
in the semifinals, to be shown live 
on ESPN2.

Warshaw joined Danny Mwanga 
of Oregon State and Kyle Nakaza-
wa of UCLA as Pac-10 players that 
were named semifinalists. 

An All-Pac-10 first-team se-
lection, Warshaw started all 20 
games for the Cardinal.

Warshaw and the 2009 men’s 
soccer team finished with 12 wins, 
the most since 2002. ■

Three Stanford players
semifinalists for top honors

COLLEGE SOCCER
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Marissa Florant*
Palo Alto volleyball

Kat Gregory*
Woodside Priory cross country

Erin McLaughlin*
Castilleja volleyball

Christine Renschler*
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Margot Roux
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Melanie Wade
Palo Alto volleyball

Brig Badger
Menlo football

Danny Diekroeger*
Menlo football

Chris Gaertner
Sacred Heart Prep football

Philip MacQuitty
Palo Alto cross country

Ryan Stastny
Menlo football

Matt Walter*
Sacred Heart Prep football

Honorable mention 

Janet Liu, Emma Marti
Palo Alto High

The juniors defended their 
No. 1 seed by winning four 
straight tennis matches, 
beating two of the top-seed-
ed teams, to capture the 
CCS Doubles Championship 
and become the first duo in 
Paly girls’ history to do so.

Clay Robbins
Menlo School

The versatile senior caught 
six passes for 92 yards and 
returned a kickoff 91 yards 
for the winning touchdown 
to lift the Knights to a 20-14 
win over Sacred Heart Prep 
and into their first-ever CCS 
championship football game.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

T he Palo Alto Knights’ youth 
football program has a big 
week ahead as it will be 

sending two teams and several 
players on the NorCal All-Star 
team to Orlando, Fla., to compete 
in the American Youth Football 
(AYF) National Championships 
next week.

Long-time Knights’ coach and 
president, Mike Piha also will 
be inducted into the AYF Hall of 
Fame on Wednesday Dec. 9 at the 
Annual American Youth Football 
Banquet.

The Knights’ Cadet team (8-9 
year olds), coached by Marc Hell-
man, earned a bid to play in the 
AYF National Championships 
with playoff victories over Oak 
Grove and Oakland. The Cadets 
will play their first game on Mon-
day (opponent to be announced) 
with possible games on Wednes-
day and Friday, Dec. 9 and 11.

Piha, who coaches the Jr. Pee 
Weeís (10-11 year olds), will be 

coaching his fifth Knights’ team 
(in the past seven years) in the 
National Championships. The Jr. 
Pee Weeís were invited to the na-
tional playoffs as a wild-card after 
finishing the season 7-2 — losing 
their final game to Oak Grove. 
Palo Alto will play its opener on 
Sunday.

Also traveling to Orlando will 
be the AYF NorCal 8th Grade 
All-Star team, which Piha was 
named the head coach along with 
assistants Eric Borjon, Jason Bor-
jon and Jeff Frick. The 8th Grade 
NorCal All-Star team will com-
pete against teams from Florida, 
New York, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Texas, Boston and Washington 
DC for an AYF national champi-
onship.

Six Palo Alto players were 
named to the 8th Grade All-Star 
team — Gunner Felt, Christopher 
Proceviat, Andrew Frick, J.P. 
Flather, Brian Kannappan and 
Marcus Moreno-Ramos. ■

Palo Alto Knights head
for the national playoffs

YOUTH FOOTBALL

in Campbell (3 p.m.) is how much 
has changed since the team’s first 
meeting.

Newton would like to think his 
defense has gotten a lot better. De-
spite the fact the Knights are allow-
ing 29 points a game, their defense 
really showed up over the past six 
games — all victories.

“We largely are a completely dif-
ferent team,” Newton said. “We had 
a lot of guys in different positions 
then, and we have a defense that’s 
greatly improved.”

Menlo’s defense, which is health-
ier than it was last season, has been 
led by seniors Eric Nelson, Alipate 
Faletau, Carter Boyce, Brig Badger 
and Riley Tight plus juniors Jordan 
Williams, Ryan Stastny, Phil An-
derson, Beau Nichols, Mafileo Tu-
pou and Nathan Rosenblum, among 
others.

The defense will have to be at 
its best against a Carmel team av-
eraging 52.8 points a game. The 
top-seeded Padres opened the 
CCS playoffs with a 61-28 romp 
over Scotts Valley before bounc-
ing King’s Academy in the semi-
finals last weekend, 59-6. The Pa-
dres finished their regular season 
with a 78-6 humiliation of Pacific 
Grove.

“They move quickly and score a 
lot of points quickly,” Newton said 
of the Padres. “They’re in a champi-

onship game for a reason.”
And so is No. 2 seed Menlo, which 

will count heavily on the right arm 
Diekroeger, who has completed 221 
of 358 passes for 3,709 yards and 31 
touchdowns this season. Receivers 
Clay Robbins and Tim Benton need 
to have solid outings as does Nichols 
with the running game.

“If we play with the intensity that 
they did against Prep, it will be an 
interesting game,” Newton said.

Two big defensive plays and a 
touchdown from special teams last 
Saturday vaulted Menlo past Sacred 
Heart Prep, 20-14, in the CCS Di-
vision IV semifinals at Oak Grove 
High.

Stastny recovered two fumbles, 
the first for a first-quarter touch-
down on a nine-yard run, and the 
second at the Menlo 9 with less than 
45 seconds remaining in the game 
to prevent the Gators from driving 
for the tying score.

Menlo’s game-clinching fumble 
recovery was caused by a solid hit 
delivered by Anderson, which sent 
the ball back toward the backfield 
to thwart a second-and-1 run from 
the 9-yard-line.

The defensive stand allowed Rob-
bins’ 91- yard kick return with 21 
seconds left in the third quarter to 
hold up as the winning margin.

“Defense and special teams . . 
. You’d never think you’d see that 
out of a Menlo team,” said Newton. 
“The offense didn’t have a great 
game but it played well enough. To-
day was all about defense and spe-
cial teams.”

Menlo earned its first-ever trip to 
the CCS finals and its second vic-
tory of the season over Sacred Heart 
Prep (8-4) by recovering four of the 
Gators’ eight fumbles and prevent-
ing Prep’s running game from get-
ting any rhythm until late in the first 
half.

The Gators’ running game found 
its stride late in the second quarter. 
After a 74-yard punt by Diekroeger 
pinned SHP at the 2, the Gators 
marched 98 yards for a game-tying 
seven-yard touchdown run by Chris 
Gaertner.

Menlo recovered a fumble on the 
second play of the second half at the 
Prep 35. That led to a five play scor-
ing drive capped by a 1-yard plunge 
by Nichols, 

Prep tied the game again on a 57-
yard scoring drive with 35 seconds 
left in the third quarter, but Robbins 
gave the lead right back with his 
long return. 

Menlo’s offense was best in the 
first half when Diekroeger com-
pleted eight of his first nine passes. 
Overall, he completed 16 of 23 pass-
es for 237 yards and was Menlo’s 
leading rusher with 21 yards.

Both Gaertner and Matt Walter 
rushed for more than 100 yards. 
Gaertner ran for 153 yards on 27 
tries while Walter added 126 yards 
on 26 carries while Victor Ojeda 
had 81 yards on 15 carries.

The day belonged to Menlo, how-
ever, and now Newton is hoping for 
one more special finish.

“We hope it’s that storybook end-
ing,” Newton said. ■

CCS football
(continued from page 43)

best blocking year by far and she’s 
been hitting just under .400. She’s 
just a good player. She has a dimen-
sion about her game that is excit-
ing.”

The Cardinal (21-7) meets Long 
Island (21-13) at 7 p.m. Friday in the 
first round. St. Mary’s (22-4) and 
UC Santa Barbara (22-7) play at 5 
p.m. The winners meet Saturday at 
7 p.m. to decide who advances to the 
regional final, also at Stanford, next 
weekend.

Stanford received the overall 
number four seed.

Okogbaa had to step into a cen-
tral role this year after Akinradewo 
and Cynthia Barboza, also a na-
tional team member, graduated. She 
shared the middle with Akinradewo 
last year, playing in all 118 sets, and 
averaged 1.67 kills and 0.92 blocks 
a set.

Okogbaa reached double figures 
in kills twice last year, each time 
recording 12. She’s matched or sur-
passed that figure 10 times this year 
en route to 14 double-figure kills.

Until this year she never recorded 
more than six blocks in a match 
either. She matched or surpassed 
that 13 times this year, averaging a 
healthy 1.25 blocks a set to go with 
2.77 kills per set.

Okogbaa was third in the Pac-10 
in blocks and second in hitting per-
centage.

Even though she came to Stan-
ford as one of the top recruits in the 
nation, she never felt she deserved 
a bigger role during her first three 
years.

“I had a lot to learn,” she said. “I 

was willing to take that second role. 
Foluke has been like the older sis-
ter I never had. She knows the per-
fect thing to say at the perfect time. 
That’s not just volleyball but life too. 
Having her on the coaching staff has 
been extremely valuable. She keeps 
us sane at tense moments.”

Expectations weren’t nearly as 
high entering the season as they 
had been for some time at Stanford 
and the players knew it was going to 
take time. The Cardinal was picked 
to finish third in the conference as 
winning three straight titles.

Then a funny thing happened. 
Stanford kept getting better.

“We had our ups and downs,” 
Okogbaa said. “We have been chal-
lenged a lot this season. We wanted 
to overcome all the adversity and 
we’ve definitely grown a lot.”

The season opened with junior out-
side hitter protecting a repaired right 
shoulder, freshman setter Karissa 
Cook on injured reserve and talk-
ing about a redshirt season, and with 
Cassidy Lichtman’s role unclear.

Stanford lost four of its first 11 
matches, something that doesn’t 
happen often. When Okogbaa looks 
back at the start of the season she 
said “I’d probably have to get fin-
gerprints from everybody because 
it’s been like night and day, with the 
start of the season being dark and 
now being sunny.”

Okogbaa played the last 13 match-
es with a pin in her finger that she 
said made it feel better, Cook and 
junior Alix Klineman kept getting 
healthier and Gabi Ailes continued 
to establish herself as one of the top 
liberos in the nation.

It turned out Lichtman didn’t care 
a whit where she played; she was 
all-conference caliber everywhere 

on the court.
Jessica Walker is to Okogbaa as 

Okogbaa was to Akinradewo, Steph-
anie Browne may be Stanford’s most 
improved player and Alex Fisher, 
Hayley Spelman, Joanna Evans and 
Hannah Benjamin each took turns 
in the starting lineup as the Cardinal 
forged an identity and advanced to 
the point it actually won the Pac-10 
title outright.

“The final Cal match was an indi-
cator of how far we’ve come,” Okog-
baa said. “The fifth game was very 
difficult at their place. Here we won 
the fifth game a little easier.”

Stanford played eight five-set 
matches, the most since 2001, the 
last time Stanford won the national 
title.

The fourth Pac-10 title has to be 
a little more special. Stanford fin-
ished 14-4 in conference play, the 
most losses a Pac-10 champion has 
accumulated in conference history.

The Cardinal players went into 
the locker room after rallying to 
beat Cal last Friday night thinking 
they had won a share of the title with 
Washington.

“We celebrated and went back to 
the locker room to celebrate some 
more,” Okogbaa said. “Then we 
found out Oregon was leading in the 
fifth set, 11-10. I didn’t want to hear 
that. I just assumed Washington 
would win. Then somebody turned 
on their game tracker and we found 
out Oregon won. There was a lot of 
shouting and screaming. It was a 
double celebration.”

Okogbaa hopes there will plenty 
more to celebrate as Stanford seeks 
to reach its fourth straight national 
championship match. After what the 
team has been through so far, there’s 
no reason to think otherwise. ■

NCAA volleyball
(continued from page 44)
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MVLA U8 Girls Program  *NEW* - Girls born on or after August 1, 2001 are 
invited to try out Sat, Dec 12th 9:00 - 11:00 am at Graham Middle School at 1175 
Castro St, Mountain View.  Please email Karl Motey at karl.motey@sbcglobal.
net or Kevin Moos at kevin.moos@primitivelogic.com.  This new program will be 
coached by Montoya Soccer Academy

MVLA Typhoons U11 Girls Program - Looking to possibly expand Roster. Inter-
ested players will be assessed by attending a training session on 12/1, 12/3, 12/8, 
12/10, 12/15, or 12/17.  Please contact Maria Jones at ssmmjones@sbcglobal.net  

DISCLAIMER: This notice is an announcement of future tryouts; t is not a solicitation for you to change teams or 
clubs this season.  If you have no interest in joining MVLA Soccer Club, please disregard this notice. 

MVLA Vipers U9 Boys Program - Interested players will be assessed by at-
tending a training sessions held 12/2, 12/9, 12/12, 12/16. Please contact Kim 
Motogawa at kaijakemom@yahoo.com or 650.960.3603

MVLA COMPETITIVE SOCCER TRYOUTS
U8-U11 Boys & Girls Programs

For more information (http://mvlasc.com)

WELLSPRING INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

 

505 E. Charleston Road    Palo Alto, CA
(1)650- 856-1000

www.wsacademy.com
 

WELLSPRING - providing a unique bi-cultural Chinese/ 
American educational environment emphasizing outstanding 
academics, low student /teacher ratios, critical thinking and 

creative problem solving skills, and a multi-cultural perspective 
in a nurturing community.

 
 Open House dates Thursday Nov.19th 6:30-8:30

Thursday Dec. 3rd  6:30-8:30
Saturday Dec. 12th 10-12:00

Tours -every Wednesday- call for an appointment

Now located on the Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life.

WE SPEAK 
FRENCH,  

CHINESE AND  
COMPASSION

K–5th grade secular program that challenges,  
inspires and respects gifted learners.

Information Nights
January 14, February 25 & March 25, 7–8:30PM

Helios New School admits students of any race, color, national and ethic ori-
gin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, and national and ethic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and 
other school-administered programs.

Notice of Non-discriminatory Policy

s

ST. JOSEPH‘S SCHOOL
OF THE SACRED HEART:
Preschool through 8th Grade

SACRED HEART 
PREPARATORY
Grades 9 through 12

■  Rigorous and challenging 
academic program

■ Coeducational
■  Complete athletic, fine arts 

and community service  
programs

■ Beautiful 64 acre campus

150 Valparaiso Avenue
Atherton, CA 94027

www.shschools.org
650.322.1866

Sacred Heart Schools are Roman Catholic, independent schools 
founded by the Religious of the Sacred Heart in 1898

Class
Guide
Make the most of winter by taking a 
class in something you’ve always want-
ed to learn. It’s never too late to pick 
up a paintbrush or learn to say “hello” 
in a foreign language. Try yoga or put 
on some tap shoes. All the classes list-
ed below are local, so go for it!

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
650-329-3752
650-329-8515
www.paadultschool.org
Hands-on computer, language, test 
preparation, writing, investment and 
certificate courses available starting at 
$19. Hundreds of online classes are of-
fered by the Palo Alto Adult School in 
conjunction with Education to Go.

DANCE
Dance Connection
4000 Middlefield Road, L-5
Palo Alto
322-7032
www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com
cindy@danceconnectionpaloalto.com
Dance Connection offers graded class-
es for ages 3 to adult with a variety of 
programs to meet every dancer’s needs. 
Ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop, boys program, 
lyrical, Pilates and combination classes 
are available for beginning to advanced 
levels. Find information and download 
registration from the Web site.

L’Ecole de Danse
Cubberley Community Center, 4000 
Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-365-4596
www.lecolededanse.net
L’Ecole De Danse (School of Ballet) 
-- Vaganova and Cecchetti styles. Cre-
ative dance, pre-ballet and full cur-
riculum for all levels starting at age 5. 
Adult classes include beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced. Please call for 
more information.

HEALTH & FITNESS
AlaVie Fitness
777 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
415-567-7411
www.alaviefitness.com
info@alaviefitness.com
Join PowerVie Boot Camp and give 
your body a fabulous spring cleaning. 
As AlaVie Fitness’s signature program, 

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Page 46



IGNITING THE SPARK 

OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

SELF-DISCOVERY
OPEN HOUSES

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday,  

December 10 
7 p.m.

International School of the Peninsula

French Immersion and Chinese Immersion

th 

   required

PowerVie is different from other mil-
itary-style boot camps. Visit www.
alaviefitness.com or call for more in-
formation and to register.

Betty Wright Swim Center @ 
Abilities United
3864 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
494-1480
www.abilitiesunited.org/
swim@c-a-r.org
Improve your health and wellness 
through aquatic exercise and therapy in 
the fully accessible, public, warm-wa-
ter (92 degree), in-door pool. Classes 
include aqua aerobics, aqua arthritis, 
back basics, body conditioning, Aichi 
yoga and prenatal. Physical therapy, 
personal training, Watsu and land 
massage by appointment. Group and 
private swim lessons. Hours: Monday-
Thursday, 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Friday, 
6:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-
noon.

Studio Kicks
796A San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
855-9868
www.studiokickspaloalto.com
info@studiokickspaloalto.com
Studio Kicks is a family fitness center 
offering high-energy cardio kickbox-
ing classes and fun martial-arts train-
ing for kids 2 and up. Taught by owner/
instructor Richard Branden, six-time 
world champion and original stunt cast 
member for the “Power Rangers.” Get 
the whole family healthy and fit. Stop 
by for a free class.

Taijiquan Tutelage of Palo Alto
3790 El Camino Real #185
Palo Alto
327-9350
www.ttopa.com
Taijiquan Tutelage of Palo Alto. Es-
tablished in 1973. Learn the classical 
Yang Chengfu style of Taijiquan (T’ai 
chi ch’uan). Beginning classes start 
monthly. Classes are held at the Cub-
berley Community Center.

LANGUAGE
International School of the 
Peninsula (ISTP)
151 Laura Lane
Palo Alto
251-8519
www.istp.org
beatricebergemont@istp.org
ISTP offers extensive adult language 
classes and children’s after-school lan-
guage classes. For preschool students, 
ISTP offers classes in Arabic, French, 
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. For 
elementary and middle-school stu-
dents, ISTP offers classes in Arabic, 
Farsi French and Mandarin Chinese. 
For adults, ISTP offers separate classes 
for varying proficiency levels for each 
language: Arabic, English ESL, Farsi, 
French, German, Hindi, Italian, Japa-
nese, Mandarin Chinese, Russian and 
Spanish. 

German Language Class
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
650-329-3752
650-329-8515
www.paadultschool.org
adultschool@pausd.org
Willkommen (welcome)! Learn to 
speak, read and write German, with 
an emphasis on conversation. Basic 
grammar and Germanic culture are 
also covered. The instructor, a college-
credentialed teacher, lived and studied 
in Germany through Stanford, from 
where she later received a master’s de-
gree. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Sept. 8-Nov. 
10. $108.

MISCELLANEOUS
Lip reading/managing hearing 
loss
450 Bryant St
Palo Alto
650-9497-999
foothill.edu 

mastmanellen@foothill.edu 
Lip reading/managing hearing loss. 
Classes start quarterly and meet 
weekly but you can join anytime. 
Learn ways to cope with hearing loss 
and improve lip-reading skills.$37.50 
per quarter, register in class. Begin-
ning class meets on Mondays 1:30-
2:50 p.m.

MUSIC & ART
Art For Well Beings
2800 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
776-8297
855-9067
artforwellbeings.org
me@judyg.com
Art for Well Beings (AFWB) offers art 
classes especially welcoming people 
with special needs. AFWB is open to 
the public. Drop-in or 6-8 week ses-
sions are available. All materials pro-
vided. Please call to register or visit 

website for more information.

Art with Emily
402 El Verano Ave.
Palo Alto
856-9571
www.artwithemily.com
info@ArtWithEmily.com
Emily Young teaches mixed-media, 
multi-cultural art lessons for children 
at her fully equipped studio in Palo 
Alto. Individual lessons or small group 
classes available.

Chinese Brush Painting
Palo Alto
948-1503
Chinese brush painting with master 
calligrapher and painter Anna Wu 
Weakland. Class meets eight Tues-
days, 2:30-4:30 p.m. Classes held at 
the Cubberley Studio in Palo Alto. 
Learn to paint with minimum strokes 
and achieve maximum results. The 

techniques of all the popular subject 
matters will be taught. Beginners and 
advanced students welcome.

Midpeninsula Community Me-
dia Center
900 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
494-8686
www.communitymediacenter.net
The Media Center offers classes every 
month in a wide range of media arts, 
including publishing media on the 
Web, pod casting, digital editing, field 
production, TV studio production, 
Photoshop for photographers, citi-
zen journalism, and autobiographical 
digital stories. One-on-one tutoring is 
also available. Biweekly free orienta-
tion sessions and tours. Web site has 
specific dates, fees, and scholarship 
information.

New Mozart School of Music
305 N. California Ave.
Palo Alto
650-324-2373
www.newmozartschool.com
info@newmozartschool.com 
New Mozart provides private lessons 
on all instruments and excellent early 
childhood music classes for children 
2-7 years of age.

Pacific Art League
688 Ramona St.
Palo Alto
321-3891
www.pacificartleague.org 
gallery@pacificartleague.org 
Art classes and workshops by quali-
fied, experienced instructors for stu-
dents from beginners to advanced and 
even non-artists. Classes in collage, 
oil painting, portraits and sketching, 
life drawing, acrylic or watercolor and 

(continued on next page)
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Class Guide

German International School of Silicon Valley

• Preschool and Grades K-12 with dual immersion 
    language programm (German and English)
• WASC accredited High School Program
• German International Abitur & SAT/AP exams
 
• Safe and nurturing learning environment
• German language classes for all ages

          310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043        email office@gissv.org        web www.gissv.org

Visit our 

Open House on

January 23, 2010

10am to 1pm

The Best of two Worlds - Learning in German and English

GISSV

Graduate Education at the Frontier of Psychology and SpiritualityI T PI T PT P

Steve is passionate about working to help lift children 
out of poverty, violence, and neglect.

After earning his M.A. from ITP, Steve founded a 
counseling program in East Palo Alto, a culturally rich 
but underserved community.  

“ITP changed my life, and now, working together with 
wonderful ITP interns, we are changing the lives of hundreds 
of kids by helping their families strengthen and stabilize.”

Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
1069 East Meadow Circle, Palo Alto CA 94303
[ph] 650.493.4430 [email] info@.itp.edu

Academic Programs: On-Campus & Online
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology

Find out more: www.itp.edu/steve

accredited by the western association of schools and colleges

Open House
First Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

Middle School Open Houses:  11/8/09 1:00 pm; 12/3/09 6:00 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 12/6/09 1:00 pm

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.

Rigorous. Engaging. Joyful.

F a i  t h   |    K n o w l e d g e   |    I  n t e g r i  t y   |    P a s s i  o n

Please contact Diana Peña, Admissions Coordinator:
408.481.9900 Ext. 4248 or dpena@tka.org

562 N. Britton Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94085-3841
P: 408.481.9900 • www.tka.org • f: 408.481.9932

ACSI AND WASC ACCREDITATION

OPEN
HOUSE

SCHEDULE A SCHOOL TOUR OR STUDENT SHADOW TODAY!

Thursday, December 10, 7:00 pm

 Christ-centered College Preparatory Junior and Senior High School • Grades 6-12

THE KING'S ACADEMY

brush painting. Sculpture. Registration 
is ongoing.

Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road
Palo Alto

329-2366
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter
lynn.stewart@cityofpaloalto.org
Classes and workshops for adults in 
ceramics, painting, drawing, jewelry, 
book arts, printmaking, collage and 
more. Register online or stop by the 
Art Center for a class brochure.

(continued from previous page)

COURAGE - COMMUNITY - KINDNESS - LOVE OF LEARNING

Our Mission: 
The Phillips Brooks 
School community 
inspires students 

to love learning, to 
develop a 

spiritual nature, 
to communicate 
effectively, to be 

kind to others and 
to respect the 

uniqueness of each 
person.

Now Accepting Applications!

Preschool to 5th Grade - Tuition Assistance Available
2245 Avy Avenue - Menlo Park - CA 94025 650.854.4545

Amanda Perla, Director of Admissions
Visit us at www.phillipsbrooks.org
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