
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

City managers 
consider unionizing 

Page 3

25th Anniversary Moonlight Run & Walk tonight         www.PaloAltoOnline.com

 

Arts Not your grandfather’s ‘Othello’ Page 22

Sports Another football showdown for Stanford Page 34

Home A dream: Free At Last garden club Page 41

14 vie 
for Palo Alto 
City Council

seats
page 16



Page 2



S eeking a greater voice in ne-
gotiations with the city, Palo 
Alto’s 242 management em-

ployees are considering joining the 
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters union or forming an in-house 
association that would enable them 
to bargain collectively with the 

city.
The Management and Professional 

Group, which consists of mid-level 
workers from various departments, 
is the only major group of city em-
ployees that is not in a union and 
that operates without a contract. The 
managers’ benefits are generally 

based on those negotiated between 
the city and the workers represented 
by the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU).

But as negotiations between the 
city and the SEIU have stalled in 
recent months, management work-
ers have begun exploring joining a 
separate union. 

Rudy Gonzalez, an organizer with 
Teamsters Local Union No. 856, 
said Palo Alto management work-
ers first approached the union about 

a month ago.
About a week and a half ago, the 

management group formed a com-
mittee to formally explore joining 
the San Bruno-based local.

“It isn’t until you reach tough eco-
nomic times that you actually real-
ize yon don’t have bargaining pow-
ers,” Gonzalez said of the managers’ 
decision to contact the union. “The 
current climate made that really evi-
dent to the group.”

He said while many perceive the 

Teamsters union as a group of truck 
drivers, the union has changed vast-
ly in recent years and presently rep-
resents many white-collar employ-
ees, including public employees, as 
in the City of San Bruno. 

Barbara Cimino, emergency 
manager for the Palo Alto Fire 
Department and a member of the 
committee, said the group decided 
to explore joining the Teamsters 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Group of 242 mid-level managers is divided between joining 
Teamsters union or forming independent bargaining unit

by Gennady Sheyner

T he sign spells out Know Knew 
Books’ bleak economic state 
in big red letters, amid the 

window display of books, action 
figurines and Halloween decora-
tions: “Liquidation.”

The 21-year-old California Av-
enue used bookstore, the last 

one left in the shopping district, is 
struggling to hang on, a victim of 
the economic downturn, according 
to owner Bill Burruss.

The 25 percent-off book sale 
could be the last gasp for the neigh-
borhood fixture if things don’t turn 
around — and fast, he said.

“It’s not the Internet; it’s not the 
community. It’s flat out the econo-
my,” he said on Wednesday after-
noon, surrounded by piles of paper-
backs and boxes of books on every 
subject from UFOs to fine art.

It might seem counterintuitive 
that a used bookstore wouldn’t do 
well in a recession but lay-offs don’t 
tell the whole story, he said.

“You take the 12.2-percent unem-
ployment rate, but that doesn’t give 
you a reading of how many people 
were laid off from working at IBM 
and are now working a minimum-
wage job,” he said, figuring the 
downturn is worse than the official 
numbers.

Once known for its science fiction 
(an entire wall of the store is dedi-
cated to the genre) and paperback 

collectibles, Know Knew Books saw 
that market dry up with the advent 
of the Internet, Burruss said.

But the death knell began ringing 
around Christmas 2008, when sales 
began to tumble. Road work along 
California Avenue also drove cus-
tomers away. 

“And it never came back,” he 
said.

Now, he estimates business is 
down 50 to 60 percent.

“It’s still a good business, but it’s 
not a sole source of income any-
more,” he said.

Burruss hopes someone will want 
to buy the bookstore for supple-
mental income — or for the love of 
books and community camaraderie, 
he said.

Know Knew Books could be 
in its final chapter

Victim of the economy, last used bookstore on 
California Avenue is struggling

by Sue Dremann

All high-speed 
rail options still 

on the table 
Palo Alto or Mountain 

View could host high-speed 
rail station, plans show

by Royston Sim

W hen the high-speed rail 
line comes through Palo 
Alto at speeds of 125 mph, 

the trains could run at-grade, com-
pletely underground or on elevated 
tracks, California High-Speed Rail 
Authority officials announced 
Wednesday evening.

All three alignments remain legit-
imate options, according to the Au-
thority’s most detailed plans to date 
for the San Francisco-to-San Jose 
high-speed corridor, which were un-
veiled at the SamTrans headquarters 
in San Carlos.

In two options, tracks in Palo Alto 
could run at-grade or completely un-
derground in a tunnel or open trench 
from the Menlo Park border south to 
Adobe Creek. If at-grade, two tracks 
would be added next to existing Cal-
train tracks. 

At no point would the rail line 
cross traffic intersections, the plans 
showed. So three roadways — 
Churchill Avenue, East Meadow 
Drive and Charleston Road — would 
be lowered beneath the tracks, simi-
lar to Embarcadero Road, if trains 
run at street level.

In the third option, elevated tracks 
would cover two stretches: from 
Homer Avenue south to a point past 
Churchill, and from East Meadow 
to Adobe Creek. The tracks would 
either be on aerial viaducts resem-
bling freeway overpasses or on 
filled berms.

The line could transition from 
below ground to above grade from 
section to section, though engineers 
hope to keep the tracks as level as 
possible to allow trains to move at a 
consistent speed.

“We don’t want a rollercoaster,” 

Gas leak causes Midtown explosion, house fire
Palo Alto fire and utilities investigators say a gas leak caused a violent explosion that destroyed a home on Maureen Avenue at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. The blast sent a sonic boom throughout the Midtown neighborhood and a fireball through the home’s ceiling. The owner of the 
home reportedly injured his leg on glass as he was evacuating, assisted by a neighbor. Officials are still seeking the source of the ignition. Go 
to PaloAltoOnline.com for more information. 
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

LABOR FIGURES ... When Palo 
Alto’s largest labor union went 
on strike (or a “self-imposed fur-
lough” if you ask union members) 
last Thursday, about 58 percent 
of the workers it represents went 
along with union leadership, 
according to the city. But the 
Service Employees International 
Union is disputing the figures 
and says the figure is closer to 
70 percent. Why the difference? 
Earlier in the week, Palo Alto at-
torneys successfully argued to 
the state Public Employees Rela-
tions Board that about 100 em-
ployees are “essential to health 
and safety” and should not be 
allowed to strike. The court 
agreed and forced about 99 
union workers back to work, in-
cluding leading union negotiators 
Mike Keate and Greg Schultz 
(both of whom work in the Utili-
ties Department). But the absent 
strikers were at a noontime rally 
in spirit. At the rally in front of the 
City Hall, union members gave 
raucous shout-outs to union ne-
gotiators, who’ve been stuck in 
contract talks with the city since 
May. The name of each nego-
tiator was called out, followed 
by cheers and applause. Brian 
Ward, one of the negotiators, 
also called out the name of City 
Manager James Keene, prompt-
ing boos from the purple-shirted 
crowd. Later in the evening, at 
the candidates’ forum sponsored 
by the Chamber of Commerce, 
Councilman Larry Klein, one of 
the leading proponents of reduc-
ing employee compensation, 
asked the public not to hold the 
Thursday activities against the 
workers. “All strikes end. These 
people will go back to work. 
They are our friends, please re-
member that,” he said.

GETTING SETTLED ... Victor 
Frost, Palo Alto’s most famous 
panhandler, had an honest an-
swer when asked at last week’s 
candidates’ forum what he would 
do to narrow the city’s budget 
deficit, which is currently project-
ed to be about $10 million. Frost, 
who is running for City Council, 
said he would do nothing to 
close the budget gap. In fact, 
Frost said he would add another 
$1.5 million to the gap. Frost is 
engaged in a legal dispute with 
the city over whether law-en-
forcement officials discriminated 

against him by selectively enforc-
ing Palo Alto’s sit-lie ordinance. 
Frost is facing six citations for 
violating the ordinance. Attorneys 
from both sides are scheduled to 
debate his case on Nov. 30. “I’m 
sorry about the budget gap, but 
I’ll be adding $1.5 million to it — 
my settlement,” Frost said at the 
forum. “Sorry, I’m not going to 
shrink it, I will expand it.”

VIRAL MARKETING ... The 
Santa Clara County Health 
Department is apparently fight-
ing fire with fire. On Thursday, 
it announced a new contest 
for high school students aimed 
at curbing the spread of H1N1 
or “swine” flu. Santa Clara 
County students are invited to 
create video ads about H1N1 
awareness and prevention and 
post them to YouTube. Win-
ning teams will receive prizes, 
including the grand prize of the 
latest iPod Nanos for the team 
with the best overall video. The 
contest launched Thursday, and 
the deadline for video submis-
sions is Nov. 13. Winners will be 
announced in December. The 
health department officials said 
that pairing social media with 
H1N1 is natural. “It’s a good 
fit — teens are vulnerable to the 
pandemic H1N1 flu, and most of 
them are plugged into the Inter-
net and social media channels,” 
a department press release 
stated. Data from the Centers 
for Disease Control & Preven-
tion shows that more than 49 
percent of all H1N1 flu cases 
in the United States have been 
in people under the age of 25. 
Students are also being asked 
to become a fan of the health 
department’s Facebook flu page 
and a friend of its MySpace 
page. Now that’s what we call 
“viral” marketing. 

IT WASN’T US ... On Mon-
day, the Palo Alto Weekly staff 
moved into our brand new head-
quarters at 450 Cambridge Ave. 
But no sooner had Publisher Bill 
Johnson begun a staff meeting 
explaining procedures in event 
of an emergency than the power 
went out — all over town. We 
were relieved to learn later that 
day that an underground cable 
near Page Mill Road had caused 
the outage. It wasn’t our new 
building after all! 

It doesn’t take much to push you 
over the edge.

—Emily Stains, manager of Know Knew Books, 
regarding the factors that have led to the store’s  
declining sales. See story on page 3. 
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Meet&Greet
Palo Alto  

Council Candidates  
Gail Price and Mark Weiss 

at

Smith Andersen Editions
440 Pepper Ave.

Palo Alto 

on
Saturday, October 3rd

4-6 p.m.

Corey Levens
A New Voice.  A New Perspective.

Palo Alto City Council
www.electcoreylevens.com

Endorsed by Santa Clara County Democratic Party, COPE, 
Dean Democratic Club, California Apartment Association: 

Tri-County Division, iPalo Alto, BAYMEC

Palo alto must confront its many critical 
issues - the budget defi cit, High Speed 
Rail, housing, decaying infrastructure - 

with creativity and new ideas.

Elect the candidate who combines 
fresh ideas with the knowledge, 

skills, experience and 
courage to make a difference.
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245 Hawthorne Ave. Los Altos, CA
(Off of San Antonio or El Monte)

650-948-1421
Open 9am-5pm. Closed Tue & Wed.

Los Altos Nursery

ALL PLANTS 1 Gallon and Larger

Enjoy an additional
10% discount if paid by cash

Now Here…Fresh Winter Vegetables and Color

COMMUNITY

Residents jump in on California Ave.  
tree selection

City schedules five meetings to discuss and approve new arbor plan
by Sue Dremann

E ven as the City of Palo Alto 
plans five meetings to develop 
a new tree plan for California 

Avenue, an ad-hoc group of neigh-
bors has called in a tree expert of 
its own. 

Barrie Coate, a Los Gatos arborist 
with 50 years’ experience, spoke 
before a crowd of 65 residents last 
Sunday at the request of College 
Terrace residents Fred and Ann Ba-
lin. He offered a list of the best trees 
to replace 63 mature street trees the 
city cut down Sept. 14 and 15.

The sudden removal of the trees 
sparked outrage from neighbors of 
the business district and prompted 
an apology from City Manager 
James Keene, who said that even he 
had not been informed in advance.

Balin said he wanted to make sure 
the public had a chance to give input 
on the plan for replacing the trees.

“We needed to get our own ex-
perts and bring them into the ‘scene 
of the crime,’ so to speak, so people 
can begin to understand what the 
options are,” Fred Balin said.

City officials, including Pub-
lic Works staff Kate Rooney and 
Mike Sartor, City Manager James 
Keene, Mayor Peter Drekmeier and 
City Councilman Pat Burt, attended 
Coate’s presentation.

Coate said he didn’t approve of the 
city’s initial choice of replacement 
tree, the red maple, and recommend-
ed planting be deferred until next 
year, when a good selection of trees 
is available, according to Balin.

The city’s current plan calls for 
new trees to be planted in Novem-
ber, according to a notice sent out 
by the Public Works department on 
Sept. 27.

Coate provided residents with a 
chart of 11 potential species: Chinese 
pistachio ‘Keith Davey,’ Columbia 

London plane, Holmford flowering 
pear ‘New Bradford,’ Shumard oak, 
Sterling silver linden, Alee Chinese 
elm, Oklahoma redbud, autumn 
purple ash, ginkgo ‘Autumn Gold,’ 
Brisbane box and frontier hybrid 
elm. He also covered the species 
characteristics, such as growth rate, 
height and spread at maturity, soil 
type and pest resistance.

Balin said that bringing in Coate 
rather than waiting for the city 
process to unfold was in his view 
necessary. He had tried to arrange 
an informational meeting with a 
panel of arborists through the City 
of Palo Alto, but officials told him 
it wouldn’t be possible to arrange a 
meeting until Oct. 4, he said.

That date would not leave much 
time for residents to educate them-
selves about trees prior to the city 
meetings, the first of which is sched-
uled for Oct. 5, Balin said.

“It hit me that we are going into 
the same closed process as before. It 
seemed like the trees were going to 
be chosen without any public input,” 
he said. 

The city appears to be in agree-
ment with Balin at least on Coate’s 
expertise. Steve Emslie, deputy city 
manager, has asked Coate to mod-
erate the city’s Oct. 8 public meet-
ing to discuss the tree selection and 
project information. 

“I think he’s one of the best in 
the business,” Emslie said of Coate, 
who is director of the Saratoga Hor-
ticultural Research Foundation and 
arboricultural consultant to the J. 
Paul Getty Museum.

Meanwhile this week, Catherine 
Martineau, executive director of the 
Palo Alto-based nonprofit Canopy, 
said her organization will help the 
city select tree species. She also de-
nied that Canopy was aware of plans 

to cut down all of the trees, she wrote 
in a letter to the community.

“In fact, the California Avenue 
tree-removal plans completely cir-
cumvented all normal community 
and city channels of communication. 
... Had the tree-cutting plans made 
it through the proper city channels, 
Canopy and the community would 
have been informed and could have 
opposed and stopped the removal of 
all trees,” she wrote.

The schedule of upcoming city 
meetings is as follows:

Oct. 5: City staff presents a report 
to the City Council on the decision-
making process leading up to the 
tree removals and possible street-
tree protocols and changes to make 
sure the same process doesn’t hap-
pen again. (City Council chambers, 
250 Hamilton Ave. 6:30 p.m.) 

Oct. 8: Public meeting with city 
staff to gather comments and dis-
cuss the tree-replacement plan. (Es-
condido School Auditorium, 890 
Escondido Road, 6:30 p.m.)

Oct. 15: Staff meets with Ar-
chitectural Review Board (ARB) 
for input on the design plan. (City 
Council chambers, 250 Hamilton 
Ave., 8:30 a.m.) 

Oct. 28: Staff meets with Plan-
ning and Transportation Commis-
sion for input on the design plan. 
(City Council chambers, 250 Ham-
ilton Ave., 7 p.m.) 

November: Staff returns to City 
Council with a summary of the pub-
lic comment and recommendations 
from the ARB and Planning and 
Transportation Commission.

The city’s website for project up-
dates is www.cityofpaloalto.org/
calave. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

TRANSPORTATION

Survey says: Growing numbers  
are bicycling, walking to school

‘Walk and Roll’ week features donkeys and a ‘human-powered minivan’
by Chris Kenrick

T he number of Palo Alto stu-
dents who bicycle or walk to 
school has risen steadily in the 

past decade, according to the PTA 
Council Traffic Safety Committee.

About 54 percent of elementary 
school kids now get to school by 
walking, bicycling or other alterna-
tive modes of transportation, com-
pared to far fewer 10 years ago. 

In high schools, the numbers are 
tracked by counts of bicycles in the 
bike racks.

Gunn’s count this month was 633 
(33 percent of students), up from 
180 (11 percent) in 1999.

At Palo Alto High, this year’s 
count was 582 (32 percent of stu-
dents) up from 220 (15 percent) a 

decade ago. Advocates attribute the 
increase to education, better safety 
engineering, police enforcement 
of safety rules and encouragement 
from adults.

Next week, schools will observe 
“Walk and Roll” celebrations at 
campuses across the city.

At Barron Park Elementary, fam-
ilies will walk to school with the 
well-known donkeys, Pericles and 
Miner 49er, who live next to the 
neighborhood’s Bol Park.

Escondido Elementary School 
dad Stefan Rosner will pedal with 
two of his kids to school in his un-
usual “human-powered minivan,” a 
tandem bicycle with a child’s seat.

“Give your child an out-of-car 

experience,” school board member 
Melissa Baten Caswell said this 
week. “Enjoy it. Use this time to 
teach your child safety skills and 
model a healthy, active lifestyle.”

A generation of students now has 
gone through bicycle-safety education, 
said Penny Ellson, chair of the PTA 
Council Traffic Safety Committee.

“It’s exciting because the kids 
who have been through the whole 
program now are hitting the high 
schools. These kids get it. They have 
the skills and understand the impor-
tance of doing this,” she said.

Behind the “Walk and Roll” 
celebrations are a cadre of parents 

(continued on page 8)
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Upfront
THE ETHICS OF FOOD & THE ENVIRONMENT

FALL 2009
ALL PROGRAMS AT 7:00 P.M. IN ANNENBERG AUDITORIUM,  

STANFORD CAMPUS (435 LASUEN MALL)
This series is free and open to the public. Seating is limited.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
REDEFINING SOUL FOOD: POLITICS AND PLEASURES  
OF FOOD AND EATING IN THE BLACK COMMUNITIES

BRYANT TERRY (ECO-CHEF, FOOD JUSTICE ACTIVIST, AND AUTHOR)
Bryant Terry is an eco chef, food justice activist, and author of Vegan Soul 
Kitchen (vsk): Fresh, Healthy, and Creative African-American Cuisine. For 
the past nine years he has worked to build a more just and sustainable food 
system and has used cooking as a tool to illuminate the intersections between 
poverty, structural racism, gender and food insecurity.

Vegan Soul Kitchen will be available for purchase at the event.

Co-sponsored by The Program in African and African American Studies, The 
Program in Human Biology, Modern Thought and Literature, Black Graduate 
Students Association, and Feminist Studies.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
(FILM) MAQUILAPOLIS:  
CITY OF FACTORIES

POST-FILM DISCUSSION: GABE GARCIA
(STANFORD SCHOOL OF MEDICINE/DIRECTOR,  
HAAS CENTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE).
City of Factories tells the story of the human costs of 
globalization. This film focuses on a group of factory 
workers in Tijuana as they rally against the multina-
tional-owned factories in their neighborhood, become 
community advocates, and actively push to improve 
their situation. Can a small group of workers really 
make a difference?

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
THE GARDEN PROJECT:  
GROWING PLANTS, GROWING PEOPLE

CATHRINE SNEED
(FOUNDER, THE GARDEN PROJECT)
The Garden Project, which is an intensive program for 
former offenders and at risk youth, teaches students a 
wide array of horticulture skills.

Winter & Spring speakers include: David Kessler 
(former Director FDA ), Steve Schneider (IPCC [Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change] and Biology, Stanford), and 
Jeffrey Sachs (Director Earth Institute, Columbia).

Sponsored By The Bowen H. McCoy Family  
Center for Ethics in Society At Stanford

EthicsinSociety.Stanford.Edu

because it wanted to have a seat at 
the table during negotiations with 
the city. 

Cimino said she was influenced 
by the city’s heated negotiations 
with the SEIU, which triggered a 
one-day strike on Sept. 24.

“If I see them having to fight so 
hard and being willing to do so 
much to keep their benefits, I have 
to ask, ‘What are we willing to 
do?’” Cimino said.

The management group repre-
sents 23 percent of all city workers. 
Members receive an average salary 
of $113,002, or $163,759 with bene-
fits, according to the city’s website.

The management workers also 
have a committee with a represen-
tative from each department that 
advises City Manager James Keene 
on worker compensation. In July, 
the group sent Keene a letter voic-
ing members’ frustration. The letter 
said Keene’s refusal to recognize 
the committee has “marginalized” 
its credibility and effectiveness.

Earlier in the year, Keene had pro-
posed to eliminate the group’s Vari-
able Management Compensation 
program, which rewards manage-
ment workers with bonuses. But last 
week, the City Council approved a 
revised proposal that allows bonuses 
for workers who choose to trade in 
the equivalent amount in vacation 
time or management leave (paid 
leave for non-represented workers). 

According to Russ Carlsen, the 
city’s Human Resources director, 

Keene opted to revise the proposal 
after consulting with the manage-
ment representatives.

Carlsen said the city has heard 
rumors about management workers 
unionizing but has yet to receive any 
official notifications. He said the 
city’s revision to the bonus program 
has nothing to do with the workers’ 
plans for joining the Teamsters or 
forming an association. 

The management group had previ-
ously considered unionizing in 2005 
but narrowly failed to get the needed 
member votes, in the form of filled 
out cards. One source reported that 
support was around 40 percent.

At that time, the managers were 
considering joining the Professional 
and Technical Engineers Union, Lo-
cal 21 or forming a separate associa-
tion.

Greg Betts, the city’s interim di-
rector of community services, was 
one of the leaders of the earlier drive 
to join the union. Betts, who is not 
involved with the current effort, 
said the management workers are 
split between those who want a join 
the Teamsters union and those who 
would prefer a smaller, in-house or-
ganization whose members pay dues 
and negotiate collectively.

Cimino said many in the man-
agement group are still trying to get 
educated as to the best way to get 
their voices heard.

Meanwhile, the SEIU and city have 
yet to agree upon a new contract. 
Keene said the next date for sched-
uled negotiations will be Oct. 6.

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Teamsters
(continued from page 3)
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County declares state of emergency for H1N1
Santa Clara County officials declared a local state of emergency Tues-

day due to the H1N1 swine flu virus.
The Board of Supervisors additionally allocated $500,000 toward flu 

emergency response.
Officials said there have been 155 hospitalizations and eight deaths due 

to the swine flu in Santa Clara County between April 3 and Sept. 15.
“The Board’s declaration of emergency will enable us to put needed 

resources in place to respond to what is likely to be a flu season that will 
impact our entire community,” County Executive Jeff Smith said in a 
prepared statement.

Officials said they have seen increased incidences of the H1N1 virus 
in the county in the last few weeks, as well as greater numbers of people 
coming to hospitals with flu-like illness, and greater absenteeism in 
some schools.

The county Public Health Department is preparing to distribute the 
H1N1 vaccine, as well as antiviral medications, to try to limit the spread 
of the virus, officials said.

More information on the virus and prevention is available at www.
sccphd.org or www.pandemicflu.gov. 

— Bay City News Service

Palo Alto police search home, harvest marijuana farm
Palo Alto police discovered an “elaborate” indoor marijuana growing 

operation when executing a search warrant at a home in the 300 block of 
Olive Avenue Wednesday, Detective Brian Philip said.

Police had received calls complaining of suspicious activity at the 
residence and after entering found that the two-bedroom residence had 
been converted into an indoor marijuana farm with grow lights, fans and 
hydroponic devices, he said.

Philip said detectives seized about 100 mature plants and numerous bags 
of dried marijuana. He estimated the street value at about $500,000. 

Philip said the home was a rental home and police are seeking “one or 
two” renters. No one was home at the time of the search and the inves-
tigation is ongoing. 

— Tyler Hanley

‘Talk to Me’ is theme of Gunn T-shirt project
In rainbow colors, an artful profile of a human face speaks the words: 

“Talk to Me.”
That is the theme of a T-shirt project launched by two Gunn High 

School seniors following the third Caltrain death of a Palo Alto student 
in three months.

The students, Miles Mathews and Sam Zeif, began selling their hand-
stenciled T-shirts to fellow Gunn students Thursday during lunch break. 

“The idea first came to mind after the latest suicide the week before 
school started,” Zeif said. “It became apparent that this was not going to 
go away without some sort of involvement.”

Using a Mylar stencil hinged to a board, the boys created a “really 
durable rig” that could generate a shirt every two minutes. The shirts are 
white, with the human profile printed in a wide array of colors. All of 
them say “talk to me.”

Zeif and Mathews already have stenciled 200 shirts they plan to sell 
for $5 apiece. If demand is greater, they will make more.

“We’d like to make as many as possible because the more students that 
have this shirt the greater the message will be,” Zeif said.

In a brief video about the project, Zeif and Mathews say: “Sometimes 
we just need someone to talk to, so lend your ears and open up. Be the 
change you wish to see at Gunn.”

Mathews, who is Senior Class president, worked to clear the project 
with the Student Executive Council. Zeif is a member of the yearbook 
staff and both play varsity soccer.

Once costs are covered, Mathews and Zeif plan to donate all proceeds 
to Kara, a Palo Alto grief support and education group. Others wishing to 
support the project should make checks payable to Gunn High School and 
mark them “Shirt Project.” Checks should be sent to Gunn High School, 
780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto, 94306, Attention: Shirt Project. 

— Chris Kenrick

Police identify Menlo Park shooting victim
A 23-year-old man who was shot to death in front of his Menlo Park 

apartment Tuesday morning has been identified as Oscar Martinez, a 
police spokeswoman said. 

Officers received a call at 9:09 a.m. from a “hysterical” female report-
ing a disturbance at 835 Pierce Road, Menlo Park police spokeswoman 
Nicole Acker said. 

A second call came in a short time later reporting shots fired. Officers 
responded within minutes, Acker said. 

Police found Martinez in front of his apartment. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

The suspect is described as a Hispanic man in his 20s wearing all 
black. He fled east on Carlton Avenue in a white car. 

No motive has been established, Acker said. 
The death marks the city’s first homicide this year. 

— Bay City News Service

News Digest
Upfront

 Daily public sessions Private parties available 

Lessons for all ages and abilities

Call for more information or to register  493-4566

OUTDOOR ICE SKATING & TENNIS

NOW
OPEN

SIGN UP FOR FALL LESSONS, PARTIES & EVENTS NOW!

Los Altos Rotary AIDS Project 
1989 –2009

Join us for the 20th Anniversary of the Los Altos Rotary AIDS Project and the 
introduction of our newest initiative Child AIDS Prevention

Social Reception  
on the Patio

Hors d’oeuvres, wine and  
soft drinks

Los Altos Rotary  
AIDS Project Tribute

Child AIDS Prevention Symposium

$125  
Proceeds benefit  

Los Altos Rotary AIDS Project

CROWNE PLAZA CABANA 
4290 El Camino Real 

Palo Alto, CA

You can register online at  
rotaryaidsproject.org 

MODERATOR
Barbara Rodgers
Green 960 Radio Host  

and former CBS 5 News Anchor

FEATURED SPEAKERS

Co-Director, AIDS-Free World
U.N. Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa (2001-

2006)

President, Global Strategies  
for HIV Prevention

Professor of Pediatrics,  
University of California at San Francisco

Professor,  
University of California San Francisco

Co-Director, UCSF-GIVI  
Center for AIDS Research

The Gutshall
Family Fund

Los Altos Rotary AIDS Project – P.O. Box 794, Los Altos, CA 94023  
www.rotaryaidsproject.org

Proceeds benefit programs and projects of the Los Altos Rotary AIDS Project, a 501c3 non-profit corporation.  
Donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law. Tax ID#77-0266646
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Upfront

New Palo Alto labor negotiations set for Oct. 6
Despite a rise in bad feelings between Palo Alto’s largest labor union 

and the City of Palo Alto, city officials and the Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) Chapter 521 will meet for further negotia-
tions on Tuesday, Oct. 6, Palo Alto City Manager James Keene said 
Tuesday. (Posted Sept. 30 at 1:19 p.m.)

Simitian attends summit on distracted driving
State Sen. Joe Simitian — the lawmaker responsible for California’s 

“hands-free” cell phone law — was one of about 200 people participat-
ing in a summit on distracted driving Wednesday in Washington, D.C. 
(Posted Sept. 30 at 12:14 p.m.)

Wind fells tree, blocks 84 and Skyline Tuesday
A fallen tree that blocked State Highway 84 at state Highway 35 

(Skyline Boulevard) in Woodside for more than four hours Tuesday 
night was cleared shortly after midnight, according to the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office. (Posted Sept. 30 at 8:40 a.m.)

Palo Alto businesses get ‘green’ recognition
A group of 24 Palo Alto businesses received recognition for their 

green practices Tuesday night. The Palo Alto businesses comprise one 
sixth of the 144 businesses to receive “green certification” standing in 
Santa Clara County this year. (Posted Sept. 29 at 2:45 p.m.)

Seven languages added to open space website
The website for the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District has 

been translated into seven languages other than English to let ethnic 
communities know about public areas available for use in the district’s 
sprawling two-county region. (Posted Sept. 29 at 7:40 a.m.)

Officials: Wood-burning grill sparked Evvia fire
A two-alarm fire at Evvia Estiatorio in downtown Palo Alto 

Thursday, Sept. 24, erupted when a flame above the restaurant’s 
wood-fired rotisserie grill spread through “concealed combustible 
spaces to the roof,” Fire Inspector Dave Shum said Monday. (Posted 
Sept. 28 at 5:14 p.m.)

Palo Alto power outage hits 2,300
An underground piece of cable at Page Mill Road and Hansen Way 

failed at 12:03 p.m. Monday, causing a power outage throughout much 
of north Palo Alto, Assistant Director of Utility Operations Dean 
Batchelor said. About 2,300 customers were affected by the outage, 
he said. (Posted Sept. 28 at 3:40 p.m.)

New traffic signal to be installed near Paly
A new traffic signal that will be installed starting Tuesday at the 

intersection of the Town & Country Shopping Center and the Palo 
Alto High School driveway will likely snarl traffic between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m., city officials announced. The installation is expected to last 
through early November 2009. (Posted Sept. 28 at 3:15 p.m.)

East Palo Alto gun buy-back nets dozens
Sparked by the tragic death of a toddler accidentally shot by his 12-

year-old cousin on Jan. 7, East Palo Alto Police and city leaders funded 
a gun buy-back program on Saturday that netted a shotgun, some rifles 
and about three dozen handguns. (Posted Sept. 28 at 10:07 a.m.)

Google donates $2.5 million to Stanford
Google Inc. has given Stanford University $2.5 million to create an 

endowed chair in honor of a computer science professor who mentored 
Google’s founders and died in a swimming accident in June, according 
to the university. (Posted Sept. 28 at 8:55 a.m.)

Simitian: Slashing higher-ed crippling California
California’s already faltering economy will be further damaged by 

severe cuts to higher education, State Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, 
warned about 120 persons Saturday at a “town hall” meeting in Palo 
Alto’ City Council chambers. (Posted Sept. 27 at 10:48 p.m.)

Car fire ignites foothills fire — quickly doused
A burning car ignited a small and slow-moving grass-and-brush 

fire Friday afternoon (Sept. 25), which was quickly extinguished by 
multiple fire crews. The fire was heading toward a grove of highly 
flammable eucalyptus trees, but no homes were threatened. (Posted 
Sept. 27 at 2:06 p.m.) 

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition. 
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

Bay-Friendly
Gardening
Free Workshop
Fall 2009

Gardening From The Ground Up
Healthy soil is the foundation of a healthy garden. Understanding 
your soil will help you grow a blossoming garden this season and for 
seasons to come. Backyard composting, sheet mulching basics and 
other soil building techniques will be covered during the workshop.
Contact Zero Waste Palo Alto to enroll.

(650) 496-5910
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org/zerowaste

zero
WASTE
P A L O  A L T O

Achieving zero waste together

deadly serious about making local 
streets friendlier to bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

Ellson, formerly in teaching and 
marketing communications, got 

involved even before her daughter 
reached elementary school, after her 
husband was hit twice by cars while 
bicycling on school routes.

“We are both walking, bicycling 
people, big believers in people moving 
around the community on their feet. 
We said, ‘We’ve got to fix this.’”

Ellson got involved in efforts to 

re-stripe the intersection of East 
Charleston Road and Nelson Drive, 
which she said have been successful.

“You don’t see drivers blowing 
through like they used to. It’s brought 
traffic down to the posted speed lim-
it. When the striping changes as you 
approach an intersection, it triggers 
drivers to pay attention.” 

Survey
(continued from page 5)

Fresh news delivered daily

Page 8



Upfront

Join us for the first-ever Dine Out for Packard day. On Thursday, 
October 8, participating restaurants throughout Palo Alto will 
donate a percentage of total sales to Packard Children’s Hospital. 

For more information, please visit dineoutforpackard.org.

SUPPORT your CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

“I’ll definitely miss the place if I 
have to go. The community’s been 
awesome,” he said.

On a recent afternoon, people 
drifted into the store, browsing for 
books and stopping to talk with 
manager Emily Stains about the 
space-time continuum.

It’s the type of discussion one 
might find going on any day of the 
week in the labyrinthine store.

Stains confirmed the bookstore 
could close. A man shook his head.

“I grew up here. I hate this city 
now; I hate it. All of the cool stuff 
is going away,” he said.

Things have also gotten worse 
since 63 mature trees lining the 
street were cut down the week of 
Sept. 14, according to Stains.

“Nowadays things are so rocky for 
everybody. It doesn’t take much to 
push you over the edge,” she said.

Burruss agreed. He estimates he’s 
lost another 10 percent of business 
since the trees came down.

“I’m trying to farm out books; I’m 
taking books to other stores and try-
ing to do bulk sales. I see (the reces-
sion) going on for at least another 
year, unless somebody comes to the 
aid of the wretched,” he said, with a 
slight chuckle.

But Burruss isn’t completely re-
signed. He said he hopes he can 
keep the business going and is open 
to creative solutions, if anyone can 
help out.

He held a successful poetry read-
ing and hopes to host a professional 
break-dancer. He will team up with 
Accent Arts, another California Av-
enue store, for a children’s art day, 
if the store lasts until November, he 
said.

Burruss’ kindness is sometimes 
his bane, friends said. Burruss is 
known for giving away books to 
teachers or dropping down to bar-
gain-basement rates.

On Wednesday, a man approached 
the cash register to purchase a sci-
ence-fiction book for his son but the 
man had no cash, only a credit card. 
Burruss isn’t taking credit cards at 
this time.

“We’ll have to come back,” the 
man said.

“I’ll tell you what,” Burruss said, 
sweeping the book off the counter. 
“You take the book, and you can pay 
me the $3 the next time you come to 
the store.”

Ben Fisher, another client, reflect-
ed on the relationship he has built 
with Burruss.

“He’s part of the reason why peo-
ple keep coming back. He can ex-
pand my knowledge,” Fisher said.

Burruss said he will miss the 
people and the books — and the 
sheer joy of treasure hunting — if 
the store goes under.

“It’s like Christmas,” Burruss said, 
picking up an autographed copy of a 
book on Surrealist artist Salvador 
Dali’s jewelry. He found it at an auc-
tion after winning a bid to purchase 
three shelves of books for $110.

But something greater will be lost 
than a few rare finds if Know Knew 
Books closes its doors, he said.

“I think the community will 
lose something. They can’t go into 
Barnes and Noble and find the se-
lection they (can find) here,” he 
said. 

Bookstore
(continued from page 3)
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Project Engineer Timothy Cobb 
said.

Cobb said no option was more 
likely at this point.

“What we’re presenting here to-
night is just the first cut at the al-
ternatives in the design options for 
the Caltrain corridor,” Dominic 
Spaethling, regional manager for 
the San Francisco-to-San Jose seg-
ment, said.

Besides Palo Alto and Redwood 
City, the authority is now consider-
ing Mountain View as a potential 

fourth high-speed station in the 
region. Stations are already con-
firmed at San Francisco, Millbrae 
and San Jose.

Some cities along the corridor 
received only one proposed align-
ment and would not have their track 
elevation altered. In those areas, two 
more tracks would be built instead 
alongside existing Caltrain tracks. 
Those sections include: from Bay-
shore to South San Francisco Cal-
train stations; San Bruno; Belmont 
to San Carlos; and southern Sunny-
vale to northern Santa Clara.

As a next step, rail officials will 
compare design options using 
evaluative measures such as land 

use, construction feasibility and 
neighborhood impacts. Those com-
parisons will be published in a draft 
Alternatives Analysis report in De-
cember. 

However, the rail authority will 
only select the actual track align-
ment in early 2011, and construction 
on this segment of the $40 billion 
project will start in late 2012.

More than 100 people provided 
feedback and questioned rail consul-
tants at Wednesday’s open house.

“We’re trying to keep this proj-
ect as transparent as possible,” said 
Mike Garvey, a public outreach con-
sultant for the authority.

“At least now we have some op-
tions to act on,” said Palo Alto City 
Councilman Pat Burt, who attended 
the meeting. Burt said evaluation of 
neighborhood impacts remained in-
sufficient.

Sara Armstrong, one of the lead-
ers of a resident group, “Citizens 
Advocating Reasonable Rail De-
sign,” left the meeting saying she 
was more informed than she previ-
ously had been.

“It’s great to be able to talk to the 
engineers, though nothing is defini-
tive,” Armstrong said.

City residents have long opposed 
an elevated option, which would fur-
ther divide the city and pose noise 
concerns. On the other hand, an un-
derground option bears significantly 
higher costs. 

“They are considering a reason-
able range of alternatives,” said 
Palo Alto Planning Commissioner 
Arthur Keller. “Hopefully, they will 
not remove any alternative from 
further study that is popular to the 
citizenry.”

The authority will conduct two 
more “Alternative Analysis” work-
shops: on Oct. 9, 6 p.m. at the 
Sunnyvale Recreation Center, 550 
E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale, and 
Oct. 13, 6 p.m., at the Milton Marks 
Conference Center, 455 Golden 
Gate Ave., San Francisco.  

Editorial Intern Royston Sim 
can be e-mailed at rsim@paweek-
ly.com.

Upfront

O P E R
 A   

W
ES

T  BAY  

SHE EARNED HER BACHELOR’S DEGREE FROM ALLEGHENY 
COLLEGE WITH A DOUBLE MAJOR IN ENGLISH AND 
FRENCH AS WELL AS A MASTER’S DEGREE IN FRENCH 
LITERATURE FROM CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY.

Currently, she is the Department Chair of World Languages and holds the 
Kriewall-Haehl Family Endowed Faculty Chair in honor of Father Pius Horvath.

She’s performed with the Stanford Symphonic Chorus for over thirty years, 
loves to read and travel to France and to Lake Huron in Canada.  In addition, 
she is also Adjunct Professor of Education at Santa Clara University.

Her goal for students is to embrace language and culture with exuberant 
enthusiasm and as a result, hopes they will view people with greater 
compassion and understanding.

RUTH BENZ

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2009 at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2009 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009 at 10 a.m.

For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Of fice
302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223  ■  www.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

Palo Alto City Council Candidates  
Forums 

Free public meetings
14 candidates for 5 seats  

in the 11/3 election

Tues., 10/6  Jane Lathrop Stanford (JLS) 
 Middle School Cafetorium 
 480 E. Meadow Drive, Palo Alto  
 7 to 9PM

Sat., 10/10  Palo Alto City Hall Council Chambers
 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto 
 1:30-3:30 PM

The Oct 10 meeting will also be videotaped  
for showing on Channel 27 and on 

 www.SmartVoter.org and posted on  
www.communitymediacenter.net/elections_Nov_2009.html

This space donated as a community service by the Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online

Co-Sponsors

The League of 
Women Voters of 
Palo Alto presents

Alma St.

S
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El Camino Real

Oregon Expy.

Elevated

Ground level

Underground

Caltrain Station

Churchill Ave.
Embarcadero Rd.

P
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.

E. Charleston Rd.

E. Meadow Dr.

A
rastrad
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ro

 R
d
.

University Ave.

Stanford University

Proposed high-speed rail alternatives

Shannon C
oreySource:  California High-Speed Rail Authority

High-speed rail
(continued from page 3)

The California High-Speed Rail Authority unveiled three possible plans Wednesday for railroad tracks run-
ning from San Francisco to San Jose. Pictured here, the plans for Palo Alto could include underground tracks 
in a tunnel or open trench, ground-level rails next to Caltrain’s existing rail line or periodically elevated 
tracks on berms or aerial overpasses. 

LET’S DISCUSS: 
Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about 

the issues at Town Square 
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Architectural Review Board (Sept. 24)
Eden Housing: The board voted to recommend approving construction of a four-
story, 50-unit senior housing project at 801 Alma St. The commission also recom-
mended more landscaping elements and revised colors. Yes: Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (Oct. 1)
Palo Alto Bowl: The board reviewed a proposed development at 4301 and 4329 
El Camino Real, a request by Aaron Barger for demolition of 64,263 square feet of 
commercial floor area and construction of a 179,594-square-foot mixed-use project 
at the site of Palo Alto Bowl. The project would include a 167-unit hotel and 26 three-
story condominiums. The board recommended landscaping and façade changes 
and continued its discussion to Nov. 5 to give applicant time to address its concerns. 
Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The council is scheduled to hold a 
study session to receive an update from the Utilities Advisory Com-
mission Ad Hoc Subcommittee. The council is also scheduled to dis-
cuss the California Avenue Streetscape Plan and receive an update 
on outreach plans for the project; to hear an update on the 2010 bud-
get; and to discuss a colleague’s memo from council members Yoriko 
Kishimoto, Larry Klein and Yiaway Yeh on reducing the city’s potable 
water use by 20 percent by 2020. The study session is scheduled for 
7 to 8 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 5. The regular meeting will follow in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission 
is scheduled to review the city’s proposed-rates policy and consider 
topics for its joint study session with the City Council, which will take 
place in November. The commission is also scheduled to receive an 
informational report on local distributed electricity generation. The 
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 7, in the Council 
Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission 
is scheduled to discuss the new Citizen Advisory Group that would 
advise Police Chief Dennis Burns on community relations. The 
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 8, in the Council 
Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

Public Agenda

Upfront

50% OFF 
HAIRCUTS

* New customers only
* By appointment only 

(ask for Kum Lee)

VOILÀ
Hair Design

PERFORMING ARTS SEASON

Infinito.

J A Z Z  P R O J E C T

5 6 9 7 3 1 4 8 2
7 8 2 4 9 6 5 1 3
3 4 1 5 8 2 7 9 6
4 1 8 6 5 9 2 3 7
9 7 5 3 2 4 8 6 1
6 2 3 1 7 8 9 4 5
2 5 4 9 6 3 1 7 8
1 3 7 8 4 5 6 2 9
8 9 6 2 1 7 3 5 4

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 64
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Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

Palo Alto
Sept. 23-29
Violence related
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Child abuse   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Robbery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .5
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. traffic   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .7
Vehicle accident/prop. Damage   . . . . . .8
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sale of drugs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbing the peace. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Noise ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Menlo Park
Sept. 22-28
Violence related
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . .2
Driving without license  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Info. case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Probation violation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Property for Destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Atherton
Sept. 23-27
Theft related
Commercial/residential burglaries  . . . . .1
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Bicycle stop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle/traffic hazard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/minor. injury . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Alcohol or drug related
Miscellaneous
911 hang up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Be on the lookout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Building/perimeter/area check  . . . . . . . .2
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Citizen arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Construction site checks  . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Disturbances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Follow up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Tree blocking roadway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Community Health 
Education Programs

For a complete list of classes and class fees, 
lectures and health education resources, 
visit: pamf.org.

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops
Is It Alzheimer’s or Just Memory Loss?
Presented by Ealon Joelson, M.D., PAMF Neurology
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7 – 8:30 p.m., 650-853-4873

Cancer
650-342-3749

CPAP
650-853-4729

Diabetes
650-224-7872

Drug and Alcohol
650-853-2904

Healing Imagery for 
Cancer Patients
650-799-5512

Kidney
650-323-2225

Multiple Sclerosis
650-328-0179

Support Groups

Prediabetes
Monday, Oct. 5, 9 – 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 21, 4:30 – 7 p.m., 
650-853-2961
Bariatric Class
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 9:30 a.m. – 
noon, 650-853-2961

Healthy Eating with 
Type 2 Diabetes
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 5:30 – 
8:30 p.m., 650-853-2961

Heart Smart Class
Must attend both sessions. 
Tuesdays, Oct. 20 & 27, 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
650-853-2961

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Moving Through Pregnancy
Mondays, Oct. 12, 19 & 26, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-853-2960

Breastfeeding
Thursday, Oct. 22, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-
853-2960

Feeding Your Preschooler
Thursday, Oct. 22, 10 a.m. – noon, 
650-853-2961

Preparing for Childbirth Without Medication
Sunday, Oct. 25, 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., 650-853-2960

Preparing for Birth
Thursdays, Nov. 5 – Dec. 17, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-853-2960

Managing Your High Blood Pressure
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 3 – 5 p.m., 650-853-2960

What You Need to Know About Warfarin
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2 – 3 p.m., 650-853-2960

Living Well Classes

Prediabetes
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 5:30 – 8 p.m., 650-853-2961

Redwood Shores Health Center
290 Redwood Shores Parkway

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes

Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops
Setting Boundaries/Making Choices 
(parents of children grades 1 – 5)
Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Presented by Susan Stone-Belton, ParentsPlace
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-934-7380

Living Well Class
Mind Body Stress Management
Mondays, Oct. 12, 7 – 9 p.m., 
650-934-7373

Teen Skin Care
Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:30 a.m. – 
noon, 650-934-7373

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes
Breastfeeding
Monday or Tuesday, Oct. 5 or 6, 6:30 – 9 p.m., 
650-934-7373

Feeding Your Toddler/Preschooler
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 7 – 9 p.m., 650-934-7373

Infant Emergencies and CPR
Wednesday, Oct. 7 & 21, 6 – 8:30 p.m., 
650-934-7373

Infant/Child CPR
Monday, Oct. 12, 6 – 
8 p.m., 650-934-7373

Free Services by Appointment Only, 650-934-7380
HICAP Counseling (for Medicare eligible patients)
Advance Health Care Directive

Sunnyvale Center
201 Old San Francisco Road

Breastfeeding Support Group
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. – noon, 408-730-4251

City of Sunnyvale Library
665 W. Olive Avenue

Maintain Your Brain
A Conversation with Elizabeth Edgerly, Ph.D.
Thursday, Oct. 8, 7 – 8:30 p.m.,650-934-7380
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Transitions
Deaths

Violet Conell
Violet Conell, 87, a resident of 

Palo Alto, died Sept. 3.
She was born in Chicago, Ill., to 

Russian immigrant parents. She 
moved to Palo Alto in 1995 to be 
close to her daughter Carol’s family. 

She worked as a book keeper 
from 1935-1948 and again once her 
younger son Burt turned 3, eventu-
ally becoming an accountant at the 
YWCA.

In retirement, she became an ac-
tive part of the Lytton Gardens 
community, volunteering at the 
front desk, serving as secretary of 
the resident government, ringing up 
sales in the farmers market, organiz-
ing the library, helping to organize a 
resident art show and for many years 
arranging the flowers every week. 

She also returned to the painting 
she had set aside when her children 
were young. She enjoyed the nu-

merous activities offered by Lytton 
Gardens, including free trips to the 
opera and onsite classes taught by 
residents and volunteers such as El-
der Arts, mah jong, tai chi and brush 
painting.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Carol Conell of Palo Alto; two sons, 
David Conell of New York, N,Y., 
and Burt Conell of San Francisco; 
and two younger brothers, Alan Lar-
son of Los Angeles and Gene Larson 
of St. Louis, Mo

Loved ones continue to enjoy the 
art she left behind and their warm 
memories of her thoughtfulness, 
generosity and friendship.

A memorial service will be held 
at Lytton Gardens at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Oct. 11.

Memorial services
A memorial service for Anne 

Allport will be held Sunday, Oct. 4, 
at 5 p.m. at Menlo Park Presbyte-
rian Church, 950 Santa Cruz Ave., 
Menlo Park.

DOLLY DUPRAU 

Dolly DuPrau 
died at Channing 
House in Palo Alto 
on September 27th  
at the age of 97. She 
lived in Palo Alto 
and Atherton for 
over sixty years. 

She was born 
in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and 

came to the Bay Area in 1937, after earning 
a degree at Carnegie Institute of Technology  
(now Carnegie-Mellon University). She met 
her husband, James Bernard DuPrau, in San 
Francisco, and they married in 1940.  

Mrs. DuPrau was a member of Palo Alto’s 
First Congregational Church for many years. She 
worked with special devotion for the cause of 
peace, taking part in anti-nuclear demonstrations 

and lending her efforts to peace activist groups. 
She was also a long-time member of the League 
of Women Voters. She will be remembered by 
these organizations for her intelligence and 
dedication.

After her children grew up, she became a 
painter. She took classes at the Palo Alto Art 
Club and exhibited paintings in many Bay Area 
locations, often winning awards. She loved 
reading, gardening, and music, passions she 
shared with her children. She was also an excellent 
writer. After her husband died in 1989, she 
researched and wrote family history, and in 1992, 
after moving to Channing House, she became the 
editor of the Channing House newsletter. 

She is survived by three daughters, Jeanne 
DuPrau of Menlo Park, Suzanne Rogers of 
Tiburon, and Sarah Schwartz of Mill Valley, 
as well as three grandchildren. A small family 
gathering will be held.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

 Bertha F. Kiem, 
a resident of Menlo 
Park for 32 years, died 
on September 18, 
2009 at Glenwood 
Inn Assisted Living 
in Menlo Park.  She 
was 95.
 She was born in 
Plover, Iowa, where 

her mother and father owned a farm.  She had 
eight siblings.  She attended nursing school for 
several years at the University of Minnesota, 
until the Great Depression prevented her from 
continuing.  She worked for an insurance 
company in Des Moines, and then moved to 
Washington, D.C., where she worked for the 
War Department.
 In 1941, she married William F. Kiem.  After 
the war, the couple moved to Chicago and 
started their family.  In 1950, the family relocated 
to Spokane, Washington.  Several years later, 
Bertha began work at the Social Security 
Administration as a claims representative.  She 
took the job to ensure funds for her children’s 
college education.
 Following the death of her husband of thirty 

years, Bertha moved to Menlo Park in 1977, 
and worked in medical records at Stanford 
Hospital.  After retirement, she worked as an 
administrative assistant at her daughter’s law 
office.  She also helped raise her daughter’s 
three children, leaving the law office at 5 pm 
to start dinner and oversee the grandchildren’s 
homework.  Ever generous and gentle in her 
manner, she exemplified the benefits of hard 
work and accountability.
 Bertha enjoyed travelling with her family, as 
well as gardening at her home.  She also kept 
up with politics and sports news.
 She is survived by her three children:  
Patricia L. Kiem of Spokane, Washington;  
William F. Kiem of Pacifica, and his wife, Louisa;  
Barbara J. Kiem of Atherton, and her husband, 
Lawrence E. Eiselstein;  three grandchildren, 
Lisa K. Eiselstein, Alex K. Eiselstein, and Laura 
K. Alcaraz, and one great grandchild, Nahla L. 
Alcaraz.  A fourth grandchild, Ethan G. Kiem, 
resides in New Mexico.
 A memorial service has been held.  The family 
invites you to contribute, in lieu of flowers, to the 
Mid-Peninsula Boys and Girls Club, located in 
San Mateo (www.midpenbgc.org).

 Dores Goodenough passed away at Stanford Hospital 
on September 7th, 2009. Wife of the late W. Gregory 
Goodenough; mother of Gary Goodenough and the late 
Gail Goodenough; mother-in-law of Nancy Goodenough; 
grandmother of Gabriel Goodenough, Sarah Goodenough 
and Aasha Mullen; daughter of the late Wallace and 
Mae, lifelong residents of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
A native of Palo Alto, aged 85 years. A graduate of 
Jordan Jr. High School and Palo Alto High School. 
Long time volunteer for the Palo Alto Auxilary to the 
Lucile Salter Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford.  
   Friends are invited to attend the Memorial Service at 10:30 
AM on Saturday October 3rd, 2009 at Roller Hapgood and 
Tinney Funeral Home, 980 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.  
   Memorials in the Goodenough Family name may 
directed to the Lucile Salter Packard Children’s Hospital at 
Stanford, or the Sutter Auburn Faith Hospital Foundation, 
11815 Education Street, Auburn, CA 95602.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Recycle 
your

Take a break. Start a conversation in

TownSquare.
Palo Alto’s Online Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Report a sports score and more.
Ask for advice.
Rate a movie.

Review a restaurant.
Be a citizen journalist.

PaloAltoOnline.com
    More than 300,000 visitors monthly

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Ruth Brown Mitchell passed away September 17 after a short 
illness. She was born in Palo Alto on December 19, 1913 and lived 
in Palo Alto her entire lifetime.

She was married to Allen Mitchell on December 3, 1939 and 
celebrated 61 years of marriage before his passing in 2001. She 
was active in several local organizations and enjoyed gardening, 
her cabin in the Sierras and travelling throughout the world.

She is remembered by her son of Manhattan Beach and her 
daughter of Livermore. Also five grandchildren, seven great grand-
children and one great-great grandchild.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Peninsula Open 
Space Trust, 222 High Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
Roller Hapgood & Tinney 328-1360
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Apologize later
Editor,
I love trees. Who doesn’t? As I 

read the stories and letters about the 
California Avenue oak massacre I 
became more and more agitated.

Last week, with great trepida-
tion, I biked down to California Av-
enue to see for myself.As I turned 
the corner of Park Boulevard into 
California I was surprised by the 
vista; I could see the foothills! I 
suddenly realized how few places 
at ground level in Palo Alto provide 
such a view. If only that building at 
the northwest corner of El Camino 
would disappear.

As I pedaled up the avenue I was 
pleasantly surprised by the quality 
of the soft California light and by 
the storefront signage, previously in-
visible. The avenue looked like what 
it is; a small, pleasant commercial 
street. To me, it seemed a consider-
able improvement.

I went back on Sunday morning 
to see the street market. It looked 
great. It reminded me, not of South-
ern California (the ultimate Palo 
Alto insult), but of the weekly mar-
kets in smaller French towns, such 
as Dinan and Quimper, which are 
held in (treeless) town squares.  (No 
live rabbits and chickens here, un-
fortunately).

A tree canopy makes sense in 
residential neighborhoods but not 
on a commercial street. And trees 
are living things; they are born, they 
live and they die. They are not im-
mortal and it is wrong to fetishize 
them.

Also, congratulations to our new 
City Manager Jim Keene who has 
figured out a way around the recipe 
for deadlock known as the Palo 
Alto Process. First, do it; apologize 
later.

David Lieberman
Kingsley Avenue
Palo Alto

Tree destruction
Editor,
Contrary to the Weekly’s recent 

editorial, the decimation on Califor-
nia Avenue was not “another Public 
Works communication disaster.” 
Indeed, there are two — and only 
two — possible explanations for the 
hurried, thief-in-the-night removal 
of 63 mature holly oaks from the 
street. 

The first is that one or more senior 
city managers, under the influence 
of those California Avenue busi-
ness owners who regarded the trees 
as a nuisance, cynically decided to 
execute an end run around well-
established procedures for elicit-
ing public input which, in this case, 
might well have forced the city to 
scuttle or scale back the deforesta-
tion/reforestation project.

Alternatively, it is not inconceiv-
able that a stunningly ignorant ju-

nior manager believed that he or she 
had the authority to order that the 
trees immediately be cut down in 
spite of the fact that no attempt to 
elicit public input had been made.

Despite their differences, either 
explanation implies a shocking der-
eliction of duty on the part of one 
or more of the senior executives 
who have been entrusted with the 
responsibility for making sure that 
Palo Alto continues to be great place 
to live and work.

Seth Knoepler
Cambridge Avenue
Palo Alto

City must compromise
Editor,
Your edition on Sept. 11 asked 

people to write to you about how a 
Palo Alto city worker strike (SEIU 
Local 521) would affect us. Here is 
my take. 

I’m very worried about the pos-
sibility of Palo Alto city workers 
going out on strike. A union strike 

would affect every one of us in the 
city. SEIU includes the librarians 
and the support staffs for the po-
lice and fire departments, including 
the 911 dispatchers. And how can 
temporary replacements unfamiliar 
with the city take over for the utility 
and maintenance workers?

Most city services would either 
shut down or be severely affected, 
from the libraries and parks to util-
ity and street repairs. Police, fire-
fighters and paramedics would be 
hampered if support workers were 
to go on strike. These are not minor 
inconveniences. Now that we have 
experienced a one-day furlough of 
58 percent of the workers, imagine 
an extended strike of possibly 100 
percent.

City officials must find compro-
mise and not force the union to 
strike.

Natalie Fisher
Ellsworth Place
Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

‘Civic engagement’ 
grows from trees

City officials respond to community outrage over mid-
September’s mass tree cutting on California Avenue 

 by diving deep into public participation

I n barely two weeks since the mid-September “clearcutting” of 63 
holly oak trees in the California Avenue commercial district, Palo 
Alto city officials have halted work on the $1 million project and 

instituted an aggressive public-participation process. 
The old saw about shutting the barn door comes to mind, 

but there’s more to it than after-the-fact damage control. Issues 
range from how best to move forward to assure the best plan 
for California Avenue’s future to how to encourage significant 
attitude adjustments of city officials about public awareness.  

City Manager James Keene Monday night will launch the 
damage-control/looking-forward effort in a report to the City 
Council. He will discuss what went wrong in the approval process 
for the removals and answer council questions about what is 
being done to prevent anything like it from occurring again, 
including consequences for staff involved.

Neither Keene nor council members were made aware of the 
all-at-once tree-removal plan — earlier versions of the streetscape 
plan had the trees being removed in phases to lessen the visual 
impact. The overall plan, now evolving, calls for extensive 
redesign of the street and sidewalks, and planting 70 new trees, 
mostly red maples. 

As for clearcutting, it seems from various sources that an un-
named mid-level staff engineer gave the go-ahead after partially 
reading a two-page approval letter from the city’s Planning 
Department. Near the end of the letter, a boldfaced paragraph 
conditioned the approval on a 14-day period to allow for appeals. 
Hindsight says that paragraph should have been at the top. 

Just about everyone else was caught by surprise, except 
leaders of the California Avenue Area Development Association 
(CAADA), a business organization that put out a notice of the 
impending removals and other work on Sept. 10. CAADA has 
pushed for the all-at-once removal.

Even Public Works Director Glenn Roberts didn’t know what 
his staff was approving, and is on the hot seat about departmental 
oversight. “Surprise is a mild and inadequate term to describe my 
reaction,” Roberts told the Weekly. “Shocked” and angry come 
closer, he said. 

Nevertheless, the buck has to stop somewhere and a culture 
seems to have developed in several significant areas that places 
timely public awareness and interdepartmental collaboration 
somewhere down the list of priorities. 

There is one more surprise for city leaders: The earlier plan 
for a buried irrigation system for the new trees has been “value 
engineered” out — a euphemism for cost-cutting. The plan 
currently calls for city employees truck-watering the new trees, 
as the holly oaks have been. But the survival of young trees by 
hand-watering in fairly small planting wells is limited, with many 
dying in the first half-dozen years, according to arborists. 

The labor cost involved in hand-watering and replanting over 
the life of the project will likely far overshadow any cost of 
installing an irrigation system while the street is being disturbed 
for the streetscape project. It certainly won’t be installed later. 
This short-sighted management decision needs to be corrected — 
this project needs to be done right. 

The pattern of low priorities for public awareness is about to 
change significantly this month on this issue — and should be 
contagious to other issues and departments. 

There will be a special meeting Thursday, Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., 
hosted by the Public Works Department at Escondido School to 
discuss the project and trees. On Thursday, Oct. 15, the city’s 
Architectural Review Board (whose members were also caught 
by surprise by the tree removal) will take up the streetscape 
project at its morning meeting. (The ARB has the authority to 
look hard at the design of the planting pits and soil type and 
recommend changes.) On Wednesday, Oct. 28, the city’s Planning 
and Transportation Commission will focus on the project’s 
transportation features and overall design. 

Residents also are setting up informational meetings, 
demanding a strong voice in what is done to restore California 
Avenue to a tree-lined environment as soon as possible with the 
best mix of trees. 

An ironic outcome of the clearcutting is that a top city priority 
for the year — “civic engagement” — will be achieved big time. 
The next challenge will be keeping the matter from becoming an 
endless “Palo Alto Process.”

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Did you hear the Midtown house explosion 
Wednesday morning?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Online Editor Tyler 
Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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What qualities are you looking for in a City Council member?  
Asked on California Avenue in Palo Alto. Interviews conducted by Mike Lata and photographs by Shawn Fender.

Marat Nepomnyashy  
Software Developer
Foster City Boulevard, Foster City

“I guess somebody who’s honest and 
believes in transparance and due pro-
cess and public procedure.” 

Mala Joshi
Homemaker
South Palo Alto

“Somebody who has the pulse of the 
community and understands what’s 
going on locally”

Sami Lama
Mediterrean Wraps Owner
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

“Leadership and someone willing 
to listen to people, not just his own 
opinions”

Heath Wood
Psychologist
Waverley Street, Palo Alto

“Someone with a pure heart”

Cyrus Fakhari 
Landscape Therapist 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 
 
“Not looking forward to their own per-
sonal interests and allowing the dump 
in Palo Alto to stay open.”

by Gerald Brett

I f you listen to town chatter or scan the lo-
cal press, you might think no one in Palo 
Alto appreciates 

the clearcutting of 63 
trees on California 
Avenue — except a 
few building owners 
and the contractor 
getting the contract to 
perform the deed. 

We’ve witnessed 
criticism as thick as 
Vermont maple syrup 
heaped on the city 
manager, the direc-
tor of public works, the president of Califor-
nia Avenue Area Development Association 
(CAADA), the City Council, and everyone 
else associated with Palo Alto’s worst-ever 
mass arboricide. 

Outraged residents have called for as many 
heads to roll as holly oaks were axed. But it 
now appears that everyone except some CAA-
DA people and the unnamed Public Works 
staff member who gave the go-ahead were 
caught by surprise. 

As with many jarring events in our recent 
history, people tend to rush to judgment, often 
failing to see the sky for the trees. Only now 
can we understand that the Great Depression, 
horrible for those who lived through it, showed 
us ways to make sure Wall Street would never 
again collapse. The Enron price-fixing scan-
dal, shocking for its cut-throat corporate prac-
tices, also resulted in 90 percent fewer movies 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. Without the 
Iraq War General Motors might never have 
brought motorists The Hummer, Detroit’s in-

your-face answer to Japan’s wimpy hybrids 
— even though a Chinese company now owns 
the patriotic SUV.

The felling of virtually all living vegetation 
on Palo Alto’s “second downtown,”  stomach-
turning though it was at first sight, contains a 
great many silver linings. Not necessarily in 
their order of importance, what follows are 
the Top Ten reasons why California Avenue 
will cherish the day its beloved trees got the 
guillotine.

1. We can finally change Palo Alto’s name 
from the Spanish, “Tall Tree,” to something 
a little hipper and more urbane, for example, 
“The Naked Town.”

2. California Avenue will never suffer the 
humiliation that Berkeley did with its infa-
mous tree-sitter, unless some wild-eyed envi-
ronmentalist doesn’t mind sleeping on top of 
one of the street’s many flagpoles.

3. We will have a long vacation from un-
wanted matter dropping onto his or her cloth-
ing, cars or tables, a gift from some feathery 
creature perched on a branch above. 

4. A retail boon will buoy shops selling high 
SPF sunscreen lotion, visors, sunglasses, and 

old picture books that depict the trees of Cali-
fornia Avenue for those too young to have ever 
seen them, and for some elderly that forgot 
how they looked. We might bring back para-
sols, even. 

5. No more dogs will mark turn on Califor-
nia Avenue’s former trees. If your dog asks 
you what happened all of a sudden spell out 
two words: Aversive Therapy.

6. Hollywood studios might rent California 
Avenue if they want to shoot a movie about a 
small town street after the apocalypse, which 
sounds like a vehicle for Arnold and so maybe 
no one should bring it up.

7. California Avenue will be the perfect 
place to see the next eclipse of the sun or moon 
as the view will be totally unobstructed.

8. Residents longing to be struck by light-
ning can be assured no tree will get in the way 
and we can stop worrying about sloths hiding 
in the trees ready to pounce mercilessly.

9.There will be no leaves to blot the wind-
shield or to clog the rain gutter, none pressed 
between the pages of a book of poetry by a 
cheesy sentimentalist, no homespun and 
moldy references to seasonal changes of color, 

and we will celebrate the end of the revolu-
tionary rallying cry, “Workers of the world, 
turn over a new leaf.”

Lastly, Palo Alto can finally mount a bid 
to host the International Kite-Flying Cham-
pionship on California Avenue in 2010. This 
year’s competition was held in Iceland atop a 
massive basalt and lava park near an active 
volcano. 

Local observers eagerly await similar lists 
from some of the select Palo Alto officials 
with tales to tell. A proposed title for the 
city manager’s might be, “The Optimum 10 
Sincere-Sounding Mea Culpa Used to Calm 
Angry Mobs.” 

From the director of public works, a work-
ing title is, “Ten Tried and True Ways to Blame 
an Underling for a World-Class Bureaucratic 
Blunder.” 

The CAADA list should be headed, “Ten 
Tested Techniques to Make a Unilateral De-
cision Appear Democratic with Only a Few 
Actual Supporters.” 

Last but not least, the beleaguered Palo Alto 
City Council is said to be drafting a procla-
mation entitled, “The Nine Best Diversion-
ary Tactics to Keep Residents from Thinking 
about Budget Shortfalls, Upcoming Strikes, 
Lytton Plaza, Racial Profiling, the Children’s 
Theatre, Management Turnover, and all the 
rest.”

No one will be too surprised if wary crit-
ics tear all of the abovementioned list-makers 
limb from limb. 

Gerald Brett is Founder and Director of 
Language Pacifica, located on California 
Avenue from 1985-2002. He can be e-mailed 
at gerald_brett@yahoo.com.

Did Palo Alto fail to see the sky for the trees? 
Board of Contributors

As with many jarring events in our recent history, people 
tend to rush to judgment, often failing to see the sky for 
the trees. Only now can we understand that the Great 
Depression, horrible for those who lived through it, showed 
us ways to make sure Wall Street would never again 
collapse. The Enron price-fixing scandal, shocking for its 
cut-throat corporate practices, also resulted in 90 percent 
fewer movies starring Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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Brian Steen

B rian Steen hasn’t ventured 
into local politics before, but 
he figures he’d fit right in 

on a City Council where the word 
“green” gets uttered at least a dozen 
times every meeting.

An avowed conservationist, Steen 
was born in Iowa and graduated 
from Iowa State University, where 
he earned a degree in forestry. Since 
then, he has spent his professional 
career preserving forests and sensi-
tive watersheds, first at the U.S. For-
est Service and later as a leader of 
two different land trusts. 

“I’ve spent the whole decade of 
the ’70s climbing mountains and 
working with the public,” said 
Steen, 59, referring to his tenure as 
a public information officer at the 
Forest Service.

Given his passion for land use, 
Steen says he has more than a pass-
ing interest in California’s ambitious 
high-speed rail project. As present-
ly configured, the rail line would 
stretch from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles and pass through Palo Alto, 
along the Caltrain tracks. 

In recent months, Steen has been 
volunteering with a group of city of-
ficials, finance experts and architects 
to study the possibility of building a 
deep tunnel for the high-speed rail, 
which would travel through the city 
at the speed of 125 mph. The tun-
nel project would theoretically be 
financed by selling air rights above 
the Caltrain corridor, chiefly in the 
downtown area at present. 

Steen will be hosting a high-speed 
rail workshop in October that will 
address the feasibility of building 
the tunnel.

“I’m taking the assumption that 
the high-speed rail is coming one 
way or another into the commu-
nity,” Steen said. “It is my interest, 

my responsibility, to try to bring it 
here in the most environmental way 
possible.”

“I do believe (tunneling) does 
present the least environmental im-
pact versus the other alternatives,” 
he said. “But it has to be worked 
on — that’s what I’ve been trying 
to figure out.”

But the controversial rail system is 
just one of many land-use issues the 
City Council will have to grapple 
with in coming months and years. 
There’s also the proposed expansion 
of the Stanford University Medical 
Center, the final approval of the 
College Terrace Centre commercial 
development on the “JJ&F block,” 
and the usual list of dense and con-
troversial mixed-use projects. 

Steen said the city should be fo-
cusing on developments that gen-
erate revenue. He points to the 
Rickey’s Hyatt Hotel, which was re-
cently converted to the Arbor Real 
housing development. The hotel, 
he said, generated about $1.3 mil-
lion in annual revenues, while the 
new development (which he called 
a “poor decision”) generates far less 
in taxes.

Steen said he supports Measure 
A, the business-license tax that will 
be on the November ballot. He also 
supports the council’s tough stance 
in negotiations with the Service Em-
ployees International Union over a 
new contract. He initially consid-
ered seeking the union’s endorse-
ment but later backed away.

Steen rides his bike to campaign 
events, sings with the Bay Choral 
Guild and serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Palo Alto Rotary 
Club. He said he was encouraged to 
run for office by Mayor Peter Drek-
meier, and he considers a seat on the 
council as the natural next step after 
decades of protecting public land.

Steen said his work with the land 
trusts — the Big Sur Land Trust, 
where he served as executive direc-
tor from 1980 to 1998 and the Sem-
pervirens Fund — taught him about 
land transactions, conservation, 
negotiations and environmental re-
views. These skills, he said, would 
serve him well on the council.

“Palo Alto has many different 
land-use projects coming up that 
need land-use expertise,” he said.

Mark Weiss

M ark Weiss is not a politician, 
and he is proud of it.

He is a business owner 
who thinks the interests of business 
owners are overrepresented in lo-
cal government, and he is a concert 
promoter who has opted to eschew 
campaign committees and promote 
his own campaign.

He hasn’t yet figured out what his 
position is on high-speed rail nor 
does he have any particular ideas for 
closing the city’s structural budget 
deficit of $10 million-plus.

Weiss, a 44-year-old concert pro-
moter and artist representative, says 
he is running on an “arts platform,” 
a position that may surprise resi-
dents who don’t know such a plat-
form exists. 

Weiss, who graduated from Dart-
mouth College with a degree in 
English, said he has a “keen insight” 
into how Palo Alto uses arts in its 
civic life. The city could do better, 
he says. 

He told the Weekly he is running 
largely to make sure arts fund-
ing doesn’t get slashed — and to 
keep the city’s annual summertime 
Brownbag Concert series in down-
town Palo Alto funded.

On other matters, he is more phil-
osophical. When asked in July what 

Opening doors to the City Council?
by Gennady Sheyner

F ourteen candidates — four lawyers, 
two Realtors, two school volunteers, 
three consultants, a retired prop-

erty manager, a concert promoter and a 
panhandler — are vying for five open 
seats on the nine-member Palo Alto City 
Council this fall.

After Election Day on Nov. 3, at least 
four (possibly five) candidates will be 
elected to the council for the first time. 
Aside from incumbent Councilman 
Larry Klein, who has spent 12 years 
on the council, including eight in the 
1980s, none of the candidates have 
served on the city’s top legislative body 
before.

And only one other (Karen Holman) 
has taken what used to be the traditional 
route to the council — prior service on 
other city boards and commissions. 

Yet the field this year has a wealth of 
volunteers with experience in community 
organizations and the school district, in-
cluding one former school-board mem-

ber, Gail Price.
The candidates are vying for Klein’s 

seat as well as those of Mayor Peter 
Drekmeier, Vice Mayor Jack Morton, 
and council members John Barton and 
Yoriko Kishimoto. Morton and Kishim-
oto will reach their term limits at the 
end of this year, while Drekmeier and 
Barton have opted not to seek second 
terms.

Over the past three months or so, the 
candidates — Klein, Corey Levens, John 
Hackmann, Greg Scharff, Leon Leong, 
Dan Dykwel, Price, Nancy Shepherd, 
Holman, Brian Steen, Tim Gray, Chris-
topher Gaither, Mark Weiss and Victor 
Frost — have been soliciting signatures, 
shaking hands and explaining their po-
sitions at forums, in questionnaires and 
during street encounters. 

They have interviewed at local newspa-
pers and, in some cases, attended council 
meetings to talk on issues about which 
they’re particularly passionate.

The winners will face a city impacted 

by regional issues as well as home-town 
concerns: 

budget;

be displaced; 

Hospitals and Clinics; 

and mental health of the community’s 
teenagers;

Police Department bigger headquar-
ters; 

high-density housing; and more.
Over the next two weeks, the Weekly 

will publish brief profiles of all 14 can-
didates for Palo Alto City Council, which 
are featured in random order. In addition, 
video interviews of the candidates will be 
posted next week on www.PaloAltoOn-
line.com.

Here is the first of a two-part series. 

D i ve r s e  c a n d i d a t e s  c o m p e t e  f o r  f i ve  o p e n  s e a t s  o n  Pa l o  A l t o  c o u n c i l

City Council candidate Brian Steen, an environmentalist who has 
worked for two land trusts, is seen at Juana Briones Park in Palo Alto.
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he thinks of the proposed business-
license tax, known as the BLT, he 
responded, “I prefer it as a sandwich 
rather than a load I’m being asked 
to swallow.” When asked last week 
how he would vote on the tax, he 
said he’s “probably” leaning against 
it.

“I don’t think it’s very good policy 
to try to raise revenues on the backs 
of small business,” he said, sug-
gesting a tax on corporations with 
a million dollars or more in revenue 
would be a better way to raise the $3 
million needed. 

Weiss said he is “open minded” 
about the high-speed rail project, 
which many fear could split the Palo 
Alto neighboring cities down the 
middle and create a wall along the 
Caltrain tracks. He acknowledges 
that he doesn’t know too much about 
the issue yet.

He also said he personally knows 
Quentin Kopp, a fellow Dartmouth 
alumnus who sits on the Board of 
Directors of the California High-
Speed Rail Authority. But his po-
sition on the project may displease 
residents along the Caltrain corri-
dor, who fear they could lose parts 
of their properties to make way for 
the project.

“If it’s good for 30 million Cali-
fornians and not so good for 60,000 
Palo Altans, that’s just fate,” Weiss 
told the Weekly. “I’m open-minded 
about it.”

In responding to other questions, 
Weiss made it clear that he isn’t 
bashful about taking stances far 
from those of the other candidates, 
particularly when business interests 
are at stake.

When asked at the Chamber of 
Commerce forum about how the city 
could help small businesses, Weiss 
said business and real-estate inter-
ests are already “overrepresented” 

in city governance.
When asked what he thought of 

the proposed expansion of Stanford 
Hospital, he wondered aloud (“as 
a non-alumni,” he said) whether 
Stanford is too big and influential 
for Palo Alto’s good.

Weiss also took issue with some 
questions on the Chamber’s recent 
candidates’ survey, particularly one 
that asked how he would feel about 
reducing the number of seats on the 
nine-member council. He replied: 
Why not increase it back to 15? 

Weiss presents himself as the 
grassroots candidate, one who pre-
fers citizen-led petitions over devel-
opers’ proposals. He said he had his 
grassroots awakening in 1993, when 
he was working for an advertising 
agency in San Francisco and writing 
ads for an oil company.

He left his North Beach home and 
moved to Palo Alto. He said his first 
grassroots event was the 1993 Earth 
Day, where he met current Mayor 
Peter Drekmeier.

Weiss said he then began produc-
ing concerts at Cubberley Commu-
nity Center and formed his compa-
ny, Earthwise Productions, which 
now primarily represents artists. In 
August, he helped Human Relations 
Commissioner Claude Ezran orga-
nize Palo Alto’s first World Music 
Day, which brought musicians to 
downtown Palo Alto for an after-
noon of street-corner music.

Weiss said he was inspired to run 
for office after reading a column by 
current Councilman Sid Espinosa in 
the Palo Alto Weekly, in which Es-
pinosa encouraged the public to get 
engaged in city governance. Weiss 
said he would stick with his grass-
roots theme by eschewing campaign 
committees and financial contribu-
tions.

“I’m going ‘old school,’” Weiss 

told the Weekly. “I think money has 
undermined our democracy.”

Leon Leong

L eon Leong says the City Coun-
cil needs more diversity.

By that he means fresh 
voices talking about issues that are 
currently under the council’s radar. 
Specifically, he wants the council 
to start focusing on the impacts of 
new developments on local schools 
and on neighborhood traffic; on a 
bloated city budget; and on bringing 
new businesses to Palo Alto.

“I’ve seen the City Council focus 
on a lot of broader regional issues 
like climate change and not on day-
to-day issues like local traffic con-
gestion,” Leong said. “It didn’t feel 
like a diversity of views.”

Leong has never served on a lo-
cal commission, but he is well fa-
miliar with local issues. He grew up 
in Palo Alto and earned degrees in 
computer science from University of 
California, Berkeley and Stanford 
University. He has spent 20 years in 
the high-tech industry, working in 
management positions at Hewlett-
Packard Co. and other high-tech 
companies.

In 1994, Leong changed careers 
and became a Realtor. He studies 
Palo Alto’s trends and serves on the 
Government Action Committee for 
the Silicon Valley Association of 
Realtors. He says the council has 
been too hasty in approving several 
mixed-use developments, including 
Alma Plaza and the College Terrace 
Centre.

He says the city should require 
more measures to ease the impacts 
of development and have stricter 
standards for dense housing projects 
that congest neighborhood streets 
and overcrowd local schools.

“School-impact fees have not been 
sufficient to cover the magnitude of 
the enrollment,” Leong said.

Leong also wishes he’d seen a 
diversity of views from the council 
before members voted 8-0 to sup-
port the high-speed rail project in 
October 2008. California voters ap-
proved a $9.95 billion bond for the 
rail line in November 2008.

Earlier this year, council members 
started voicing concerns about the 
rail line after learning that its design 
could feature elevated tracks run-
ning along the Caltrain corridor.

But Leong said he voted against 
the project in November and wished 
the council wasn’t so hasty to get be-
hind the project. He called that vote 
“quite unfortunate.”

“I did my homework and knew 
there would be grade separation,” 
Leong said. “But it passed on an 8-0 
vote, with no opposition. It kind of 
surprised me.”

Building underground tunnels 
would be a much better option if it 
were financially feasible, he said. 
But he added that tunneling through 
a section of the Peninsula would 
most likely be cost prohibitive. 

Leong also said he opposes the 
council-backed proposal for a busi-
ness-license tax, Measure A, which 
will be on the November ballot. He 
calls the tax, based on employee 
count, regressive because it caps 
payments for the largest companies 
and forces small companies to pay 
(by his estimate) 80 percent of the 
total tax revenue.

Leong said he would prefer an 
employee-based tax without a cap 
and with exemptions for workers 
who live and work in Palo Alto. He 
would also like the city to give tax 
credits to companies based on the 
number of employees who use pub-
lic transit.

He also said he is worried about 
the impacts the new tax would have 
on business owners who want to set 
up shop in Palo Alto. 

“One thing I feel will discourage 
businesses from coming to town is 
the business-license tax,” Leong 
said.

Leong supports reducing the city 
budget and trimming compensation 
to city employees. He is a proponent 
of a two-tiered system in which new 
employees have to make greater 
contributions to their health care 
and pensions than existing employ-
ees.

In fact, one of the few areas in 
which he agrees with the council 
is the need to cut costs and reduce 
employee benefits.

“I applaud the current council in 
their negotiations,” Leong said at 
last week’s Chamber of Commerce-
sponsored candidate forum. “I hope 
they stick to their guns.”

If elected, Leong said he would 
seek to make the budget more trans-
parent, improve government ef-
ficiency and engage city residents. 
In a Palo Alto Neighborhoods ques-
tionnaire, Leong wrote that “civic 
engagement” should be a two-way 
street and said he believes “it should 
be a priority to get ‘new faces’ and 
‘new voices’ involved.

“I realize I’m a newcomer,” Leong 
told the Weekly. “But new means 
you can inject new ideas into the 
council’s thinking.”

Larry Klein

L arry Klein has been on the 
City Council for a long, long 
time, and he has all the acro-

nyms to prove it. 
His current council campaign, his 

fourth, revolves around six of them: 
SEIU, BLT, CCC, GHG, HSR and 
ABAG. (Translation: Service Em-
ployees International Union; the 
business-license tax; the California 
Constitutional Convention; green-
house gases, high-speed rail and 
the Association of Bay Area Gov-
ernments.) 

For Klein, being waist-deep in the 
alphabet soup of wonkiness is a nat-
ural state of affairs. The Miami na-
tive is the only councilman who has 
two photos of himself framed on the 
wall inside the Council Chambers 
wall and is the only member of the 
current council who has a chance to 
be forced to leave office twice due 
to term limits.

Of the three candidates who were 
eligible to run for re-election, Klein 
is the only one who did so. Now, 
he has the burden of defending the 
council’s actions and the benefit of 
taking credit for its recent accom-
plishments.

Klein feels he is ideally suited for 
the task. During his current term, 
Klein has been on the front lines 
of just about every major initiative, 

City Council candidate Mark Weiss stands in front of the auditorium at 
Cubberley Community Center, where he has organized many concerts.

City Council candidate Leon Leong stands outside the office of El Carmelo Elementary School, which he  
attended as a child. He said he wants to bring fresh voices to the council.

(continued on next page)
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approval and chore the council has 
performed, from a green-building 
ordinance to selecting its new city 
manager.

After former Police Chief Lynne 
Johnson made comments that inad-
vertently suggested an endorsement 
of racial profiling, Klein was the 
first council member to denounce 
the comments as “unlawful, uncon-
stitutional and un-American.”

Klein strongly supported last 
year’s successful Measure N cam-
paign (a $76 million bond to rebuild 
three city libraries) and is avidly 
backing Measure A, the proposal to 
institute a business-license tax. 

Klein helped shape the current 
business-license tax proposal, which 
creates a tax based on employee 
count, and has contributed $2,000 
to a “Yes on A” campaign.

This year, he served on the coun-
cil’s Finance Committee, which re-
viewed and amended the 2010 bud-
get before the full council passed it 
in June.

Klein served on the council sub-
committee that last year selected 
James Keene to be the city’s new 
city manager. He earlier publicly 
criticized Keene’s predecessor, 
Frank Benest, and he gladly boasts 
of his major role in the hiring of 
Keene.

“If you like his work, I’ll take 
credit; if you don’t, forget I’d ever 
said it,” Klein quipped at a recent 
candidate forum.

Klein, an attorney with the local 

firm Dorsey and Whitney, began 
his first council term in 1981 and 
served as mayor twice (in 1984 and 
1989) before terming out. He re-
ceived the city’s Tall Tree Award in 
1994 as “Citizen of the Year” and 
returned to the council in 2005, cit-
ing his frustrations with the recently 
approved Arbor Real development 
on the former Rickey’s Hyatt site. 
Last year, he completed his third 
term as mayor.

Klein said the biggest challenge 
facing the council is the sagging 
economy. That’s where the acro-
nyms come in.

Klein has been a major propo-
nent of cutting employee compen-
sation by 5 percent, a stance that 
has prompted the SEIU to send out 
anti-Klein fliers.

At the same time, he has been a 
leading proponent of the new BLT, 
a tax that he says is necessary to 
maintain local services. The CCC 
(constitutional convention) repre-
sents his frustration with the state’s 
practice of “borrowing” money 
from local jurisdictions to make up 
for state budget shortfalls.

The fact that GHG is part of 
Klein’s regular lexicon shouldn’t 
surprise residents who have fol-
lowed Klein’s actions on the avidly 
environmentalist council. He sup-
ported the plastic-bag ban at gro-
cery stores and the green-building 
ordinance, and said he wants to “do 
more on environmental matters.” 
He was one of the co-founders of 
the Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District in 1972, and he cur-
rently serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Bay Area Water Supply 
and Conservation Agency, charged 

with ensuring a safe and adequate 
water supply for its members.

Seeking to reduce car-generated 
pollution, Klein was part of the 
council that unanimously voted to 
support the high-speed rail (HSR) 
project. He was also part of the 
council majority that supported sub-
mitting a “friend of the court” brief 
against the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority in a lawsuit filed by 
Menlo Park, Atherton and a coali-
tion of environmentalist groups.

“We were all misled and misin-
formed,” Klein now says, referring 
to the 2008 vote. “The chief backers 
of high-speed rail weren’t transpar-
ent with what they presented.”

Klein now says he is open to all 
options regarding the design of the 
high-speed system, with the excep-
tion of elevated tracks stretching 
along the Caltrain corridor.

Klein also has choice words for 
ABAG, the agency that sets housing 
targets for how much housing each 
Bay Area city should provide, based 
primarily on its job base. Klein calls 
the ABAG housing allocation a 
“Sacramento process” and a “20th 
century solution to a 21st century 
problem.”

In a recent questionnaire for Palo 
Alto Neighborhoods, Klein said he 
considers the high-speed rail and 
the ABAG instruction that Palo 
Alto build another 2,700 housing 
units over the next seven years as 
“major threats” to the community. 
The ABAG allocation system, he 
said, needs to be changed.

“The assumption is that people 
will live as close to their jobs as 
possible,” Klein said. “That’s not 
always the case.”

Dan Dykwel

D an Dykwel is a businessman 
who supports a new business 
tax; a school volunteer who 

doesn’t have children in the school 
system; and a real-estate broker 
who wants to protect the city from 
too much housing.

Dykwel, 57, ran for City Coun-
cil in 2007 but didn’t get the votes 
needed to win. The problem, he 
thinks, was residents’ anxiety about 
dense developments encroaching 
into their neighborhoods. Some as-
sociated real-estate agents such as 
Dykwel with developers, a linkage 
that in Dykwel’s opinion isn’t ac-
curate.

“They falsely associate Realtors 
with developments, but that’s not 
what we do,” Dykwel said. “We help 
people get into existing homes. 

“We really understand that the 
value of the home is based on the 
quality of life and the schools.”

Dykwel has spent years as a vol-
unteer in the school district. He re-
cently completed his second term as 
president of the Palo Alto Council 
of PTAs. He and his wife, Sunny, 
have organized the city’s Black and 
White Ball, an annual fundraiser for 
school recreation programs.

But while Dykwel is among the 
most sociable and talkative candi-
dates on the November ballot, his 
campaign is focusing on serious, te-
dious bedrock issues such as roads 
and public-safety infrastructure.

“We must do a better job of tak-
ing care of the essentials of running 
the city,” he said in a response to a 
Palo Alto Neighborhoods question-

naire. This means continuing the 
city’s quest for a new public-safety 
building and addressing the city’s 
growing backlog of infrastructure 
projects, he says. 

Dykwel acknowledged that “in-
frastructure” isn’t the most engaging 
word for the public, but that doesn’t 
make the city’s potholes and side-
walk cracks any less irksome. 

“I have to decide which bicycle to 
ride, depending on where I’m go-
ing,” Dykwel told the Weekly. “The 
fact that we’re approaching a $450 
million backlog is to me problem-
atic.”

But the current economic slump 
presents both a challenge and an op-
portunity, Dykwel said, noting that 
the cost of local capital projects has 
dropped by about a third in the past 
year.

“Now is a great time to spend 
money on infrastructure because 
it’s so much cheaper to do things,” 
Dykwel said.

Dykwel is particularly passion-
ate about the need to build a new 
public-safety building — a project 
that was stalled by the economic 
downturn. He served on a blue-
ribbon task force that evaluated the 
need for a new police headquarters, 
and he says the city will be “short-
sighted” if it doesn’t give the project 
a higher priority.

“We need to go back and make 
the case to the community that this 
is as important a project as the li-
brary is,” Dykwel said.

Dykwel also believes that his 

years of involvement in the business 
community give him insights into 
the best ways to raise revenues and 
trim expenses. He speaks fluently 
about Palo Alto’s messy application 
process for new developments and 
about the need to both support cur-
rent business owners and bring new 
ones to the city. In the PAN ques-
tionnaire, he proposed assigning an 
“ombudsman” role to a city employ-
ee and having that person “help new 
businesses navigate the complexity 
of obtaining permits.”

He also hasn’t been bashful about 
disagreeing with other local busi-
ness owners. As a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, he worked on a task force 
that considered the city’s proposed 
business-license tax.

Dykwel said  the committee 
members were essentially trying to 
figure out how they would oppose 
the new tax. But a funny thing hap-
pened during the dialogue — Dyk-
wel realized that he actually sup-
ports the new tax.

“As we got the proposal from the 
city, I came to a conclusion that 
there was more benefit than cost,” 
Dykwel said. “It didn’t appear to be 
onerous.”

For Dykwel, the key to a bet-
ter Palo Alto is having the various 
segments of the community — in-
cluding the City Council, school 
officials and business owners — 
work together to solve the pressing 
problems. And Dykwel, a man with 
experience in all three realms, be-

City Council candidate Dan Dykwel, standing outside the former site of 
Rococo Harmony on University Avenue, says he’s concerned with keep-
ing businesses in downtown.

City Council candidate Larry Klein is the only incumbent — and three-
time former mayor — to run this year.

Candidates
(continued from previous page)
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Your bag misses you when you leave it behind. 

Do it a favor and bring it with you every time 

you shop–at the market, pharmacy, wherever. It 

doesn’t matter how you remember it, as long as 

you do. You’ll be doing your part to help the Palo 

Alto community achieve its Zero Waste goal.

For tips on how to remember your reusable bag, 

visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/byobag

Make it a Habit and Grab It.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/zerowaste  (650) 496-5910

“I love going    
 shopping  
 with you.”

Graduate Education at the Frontier of Psychology and SpiritualityI T PI T PT P

Steve is passionate about working to help lift children 
out of poverty, violence, and neglect.

After earning his M.A. from ITP, Steve founded a 
counseling program in East Palo Alto, a culturally rich 
but underserved community.  

“ITP changed my life, and now, working together with 
wonderful ITP interns, we are changing the lives of hundreds 
of kids by helping their families strengthen and stabilize.”

Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
1069 East Meadow Circle, Palo Alto CA 94303
[ph] 650.493.4430 [email] info@.itp.edu

Academic Programs: On-Campus & Online
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology

Find out more: www.itp.edu/steve

accredited by the western association of schools and colleges

Open House
First Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

lieves he can help facilitate that kind 
of cooperation.

Nancy Shepherd

N ancy Shepherd has never 
served on the Palo Alto City 
Council, but her list of sup-

porters and endorsers — which 
includes councilmen, former may-
ors and school members — is long 
enough to rival that of any political 
veteran.

Shepherd, a managerial accoun-
tant, has also never served on the lo-
cal Board of Education. But having 
served as president of the Palo Alto 
Council of PTAs and having led the 
successful late 1990s campaign to 
institute district-wide fundraising at 
Palo Alto schools, she is well-known 
in the education realm. 

She proudly notes that the new 
fundraising system has been bring-
ing in a steady stream of revenues to 
the school district every year since it 
was adopted.

Now, as a council candidate, 
Shepherd faces new challenges: a 
prolonged labor dispute, a projected 
$10 million gap in the city budget 
and a proposed high-speed rail line, 
among others.

Shepherd’s interest in the con-
troversial 800-mile system, which 
California voters approved in No-
vember, is more than academic. The 
Southgate neighborhood where she 
lives with her husband and four chil-
dren is located near the Caltrain cor-
ridor, where the new line is slated to 
run under present plans.

In recent months, a swelling com-
munity of concerned residents has 
emerged from Southgate. Many 
fear the project could threaten their 
homes, properties and quality of 
life. It was at Shepherd’s house that 

Councilman John Barton gave his 
“Berlin Wall” presentation, which 
compared the wall the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority would 
build along the Caltrain corridor to 
support the elevated tracks to the 
infamous landmark that divided 
Berlin.

Shepherd said she supports the 
concept of a high-speed rail be-
tween San Francisco and Los An-
geles, though she is concerned about 
the design of the Peninsula segment 
of the line. In a questionnaire she 
filled out for Palo Alto Neighbor-
hoods, she said she opposes “any 
transit design that would put high-
speed rail or Caltrain above ground 
on walls with towers.

“That would permanently change 
the character of Palo Alto,” Shep-
herd wrote.

She also told a crowd of about 60 
people at a candidates’ forum last 
week that she would support hav-
ing the city hire an engineer to help 
staff navigate through the environ-
mental reviews associated with the 
$40 billion project.

Shepherd sees the Rail Authority 
as one of several “outside” entities 
with agendas that may not necessar-
ily benefit Palo Alto. She also points 
to California and its recent “bor-
rowing” of local funds; to Stanford 
University and its expansion plans; 
and to the Service Employees Inter-
national Union, which is engaged 
in a bitter contract dispute with city 
management over labor contracts.

She is also concerned about the 
Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments, a regional agency that has 
asked Palo Alto to build 2,700 units 
in the next seven years — a directive 
Shepherd called “too much growth 

City Council candidate Nancy Shepherd, seen here on her Palo Alto 
front porch, was instrumental in bringing district-wide fundraising to 
Palo Alto schools.

(continued on next page)
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Yes on A ... the key to preserving Palo Alto’s valued services.

Palo Alto faces a $10 million ongoing budget deficit.  The City’s plan is to fill this gap from 
three sources: 1/3 from reductions in City employee compensation, 1/3 from reductions 

in other City expenditures, and 1/3 from the Business License Tax.

Which Community services would you  

cut if t
he Business Li

cense Tax fails?

Palo Alto is one of only a few cities in California that does not have a Busi-
ness License Tax or similar fee. The rates Palo Alto will charge each busi-

ness are comparable to those in Menlo Park, San Mateo, and East Palo Alto. San 
Francisco’s rate is much higher. 

Measure A — the Business License Tax — will obtain much of its revenue 
from lawyers, accountants, venture capitalists, and other professional 

service providers who do not pay sales tax.

Measure A will raise $3 million per year for City programs, and services 
– funding the State cannot touch.  

If we don’t pass Measure A, the City will have to make substantial budget 
cuts, significantly impacting valued city services such as libraries, parks 

and recreation, and the City’s support for our schools. Failure to pass Measure 
A will also slow the City’s efforts to address 
our infrastructure backlog.

Endorsed by: Mayor Peter Drekmeier; Vice Mayor Jack Morton; Councilmembers Larry Klein, Greg Schmid, Yoriko Kishimoto, Pat Burt; and 

Community leaders   Jim Baer, Jim Burch, LaDoris Cordell, Claude Ezran, Jon Foster, Dan Garber, Walt Hays, Cathy Kroymann, Steve Levy,   
Bob Moss, Debbie Mytels, Diane Reklis, Megan Swezey-Fogarty, Roger Smith, Samir Tuma, Lanie Wheeler, Edel Young  (partial list).

Yes on A — Save Palo Alto Services.  www.SavePaloAltoServices.org  Greg Schmid, Treasurer   FPPC # 1320789

too fast.”
Shepherd said her goal is to unite 

the Palo Alto community and make 
sure other agencies’ plans don’t in-
terfere with the community’s quality 
of life. The state’s mandates threaten 
to turn Palo Alto into a different type 
of community than the one residents 
are accustomed to, she said.

“There’s this feeling that we are 
losing the values that brought us 
here,” Shepherd told the Weekly.

To maintain both quality of life 
as well as a fiscally sound city bud-
get, Shepherd is promoting a three-
pronged approach to the city’s fi-
nances: reduce compensation of city 
workers (whose contract she says is 
“not sustainable”); pass Measure 
A, the business-license tax; and en-
sure the government is operating at 
maximum efficiency. 

Shepherd is a graduate of Leader-
ship Midpeninsula and a treasurer 
for Palo Altans for Government Ef-
fectiveness (PAGE) — the group 
that introduced “civic engagement 
for the common good” into the pop-
ular lexicon. 

She said she is proud of her record 
in leading discussions and bringing 
people into the policy-making pro-
cess. 

In January 2008, Shepherd co-
wrote an opinion piece with Ray 
Bacchetti, another member of 
PAGE, which stressed the need 
for “civic engagement for common 

good” in setting local policy.
“Civic engagement, when driven 

by an explicit interest in serving the 
common good, can reveal what we 
share as a community in Palo Alto,” 
they wrote. “In its most basic form, 
it affirms that people are the solu-
tion, not the problem in policy mak-
ing.

“It becomes a civic instrument 
delivering results greater than the 
sum of individual participants’ po-
sitions.”

Chris Gaither

C hris Gaither’s campaign for 
City Council comes with a 
slogan, “Fired up and ready 

to serve.”
Those who meet Gaither know he 

means it.
A retired property manager and 

financial analyst, Gaither is among 
the most enthusiastic of the 14 can-
didates. He proudly calls himself a 
community volunteer and sees his 
entry into the crowded council race 
as the logical next step to show Palo 
Alto his gratitude and appreciation.

Gaither currently serves on the 
Board of Directors of La Comida, a 
local nonprofit that serves hot meals 
to seniors. He previously ran his 
own travel business and founded a 
company that provides in-home sup-
port to quadriplegic men. 

Most recently, he has spent eight 
years as property manager at Sheri-
dan Apartments, a position that he 
said taught him to deal with bud-

gets, audits, regulators and con-
cerned residents. 

But while Gaither says he is com-
fortable with budget numbers, one 
of his highest priorities relies just as 
heavily on words and emotions. If 
elected, Gaither hopes to improve 
the relations between the commu-
nity and the Palo Alto Police De-
partment, which has been roiled by 
accusations of racial profiling in 
recent years.

As the lone African-American 
candidate in the crowded race, 
Gaither rejects the recent bar-
rage of allegations from a handful 
of residents that the department 
practices racial profiling. He told 
the Weekly he is tired of hearing 
police critics who aren’t black act 
as if they represent the black com-
munity.

Gaither said in all his years in 
Palo Alto, he’s been pulled over 
three times. In each case, it was be-
cause he violated a traffic law. In all 
three cases, he said he was treated 
respectfully and let go without a 
ticket. 

“In my view, I don’t see where 
the issue of profiling is a drastic 
problem,” Gaither told the Weekly. 
“No one wants to get stopped by the 
police.”

He acknowledges that there is 

Candidates
(continued from previous page)

City Council candidate Chris 
Gaither serves on the board of La 
Comida, which provides low-cost 

meals to seniors at Avenidas. 

Veronica W
eber
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some mistrust between the police 
department and the community at 
large and says the trust needs to be 
built back up through better com-
munication from both sides. 

“I think it’s a gap that needs to be 
bridged,” Gaither said. “It’s not only 
an onus on the police, it’s also an 
onus to community.”

Gaither, who lives on Grant Av-
enue, in the California Avenue 
business district, also said he was 
shocked by the inadequate commu-
nications in the city’s Public Works 
Department before the recent re-
moval of 63 holly oaks from three 
blocks of California Avenue.

As a property manager at Sheri-
dan, Gaither said he’s had to acquire 
permits and alert residents before 
implementing far smaller tree-re-
moval projects. He recalled a time 
when three of the 47 birches near 
the property were diseased and had 
to be removed.

Gaither said residents knew about 
the project before it was imple-
mented, even though some weren’t 
thrilled about it. One woman in par-
ticular was angry when she saw a 
nearby birch cut down.

“She didn’t talk to me for months 
when I took down the big tree,” 
Gaither recalled.

But overall, he is satisfied with 
the city’s response to residents’ con-
cerns and to its current effort to cut 
spending. He opposes the proposed 
business-license tax, saying it would 
discourage businesses from moving 
into Palo Alto. But he supports the 
city’s effort to restructure workers’ 
contracts to address a projected $10 
million budget gap. 

Gaither also suggested, in re-
sponse to an answer on a Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods questionnaire, that 
city officials can respond to attrition 
in City Hall by bringing in volun-
teers with expertise.

“The city could save money as po-
sitions open up by creating a volun-
teer opportunity and invite residents 
whose skills match with the position 
to assist on a part-time basis to help 
the city provide any services lost to 
attrition.”

Gaither said he believes residents 
should have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in civic life and give back to 
the community from which they’ve 
been reaping benefits for years. He 
said he is trying to do just that with 
his council campaign.

“The opportunities to get out and 
contribute to society are limitless,” 
Gaither wrote in the PAN question-
naire. “Research shows that those 
who stay engaged in community 
relations, and those that help oth-
ers in turn lead healthier lives both 
mentally and physically. 

“We need to all be examples to 
others as to the win-win benefits of 
civic engagement.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Video interviews of the City Council  
candidates will be posted next week on 
Palo Alto Online.

WATCH THEM ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

On the cover: Illustration by 
Shannon Corey, with photos by  
Veronica Weber and Shawn Fender.

Sponsored by:

log off and eat! 
3-courses for only $35  

at more than  
85 fine restaurants

Oct 14-21

SiliconValleyRestaurantWeek.com

 

“BEST ON THE PENINSULA”   “DEALER OF THE YEAR” 
 San Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009 

 

OPEN 10 - 5 Daily       650-366-0411        1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City 
www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com 

TOM’S OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
SOLID ▪ SUSTAINABLE ▪ BEAUTIFUL 

FALL SALE ON NOW     40% OFF ALL TEAK  

All outdoor furniture is in stock and ready for delivery along with hundreds of umbrellas  

 Page 21



Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

by Janet Silver Ghent

The tragic tale of Othello, 
the Moorish soldier of for-
tune, and of his highborn 

Venetian wife whom he accuses 
falsely of infidelity, inspired a 
play by Shakespeare, a grand op-
era by Verdi and a study subtitled 
the “psychopathology of sexual 
jealousy.” Now pianist-composer 
Uri Caine has riffed on the dra-
ma, turning it into a jazz concert 
piece that will have its American 
premiere at Stanford’s Dinkel-
spiel Theatre on Saturday, Oct. 
10.

Titled “The Othello Syndrome,” 
the composition features musical 
motifs from Verdi’s “Otello,” but 
it is by no means an opera. In-
stead, it includes spoken-word 
soliloquy, electronic passages, 
jazz improvisation, oompah-pah 
riffs, Mideastern wailing, a bit of 
klezmer and a bit of Philly soul. 

“This is not going to be the 
‘Otello’ you see in the Metropoli-

tan Opera,” Caine said during an 
interview from Munich, where he 
is performing with the Bedrock 
Trio, his jazz group. 

He describes “The Othello 
Syndrome” as a musical concert, 

with “discrete numbers, like a 
show.” With about 15 numbers, it 
is largely instrumental, with two 
singing roles and room for impro-
visation on clarinet, trumpet, pi-
ano and other instruments. Some 
pieces feature Verdi themes. Oth-
ers are entirely original.

Meanwhile, Othello is no Plac-
ido Domingo in dark makeup, but 
African-American R&B singer-
composer Bunny Sigler, who 
puts his own stamp on the songs. 
His bride Desdemona is Josefine 
Lindstrand, a jazz singer who 
is Swedish and blonde, with a 
wispy voice. Stanford drama and 
classics professor Rush Rehm 
will take on the non-singing role 
of the duplicitous Iago.

In addition, Rehm and drama 
students will present excerpts 
from Shakespeare’s “Othello” to 
complement Caine’s composition. 
The opening act, part of a new 
student-programmed series cre-
ated by Stanford Lively Arts, was 

Riffing  
   on a classic

Jazz maverick turns the drama 
‘Othello’ into a concert piece

organized by Ph.D. student Heidi 
Lee. Three of Rehm’s students in 
the summer theater program will 
appear.

“Of course, my first love is Shake-
speare,” said Rehm, who played 
Othello as a young man. “I’m quite 
excited about what Lively Arts is 
trying to do, bring back (the mu-
sical composition) into the world 
of what people at Stanford know,” 
which is Shakespeare.

One of the differences between 
the drama and the opera is that 
Verdi’s Iago “knows he’s evil ... in a 
world that is meaningless,” whereas 
Shakespeare’s cites “too many rea-
sons” for his behavior.†

Another is that Shakespeare’s 
Othello is “more of an outsider and 
in some sense a man who is out of 
his world — the world of the battle. 
“Iago plays on his innocence.”

Caine agreed. “We’re dealing 
more with the Othello story as told 
by Shakespeare, (addressing) what 
is honesty, what is betrayal, what is 
jealousy, (what is the position of) 
the warrior (who is) outside of so-
ciety. I’m not sure that Verdi was 
as obsessed with that. With Verdi, 
it was more about jealousy. Shake-
speare’s Iago talks more about an 
explicitly racial situation.”

To some extent, Caine added, the 
story “reflects the racial tensions 
in the United States. Even though 

people say this (tension) is in our 
national past, it’s clearly not in the 
past for so many people. In such a 
big country, these kinds of contra-
dictions will exist.” 

Such contradictions parallel 
the Othello story, as presented by 
Shakespeare. Othello, the “exotic 
outsider, full of charm, runs away 
with Desdemona,” Caine said. On 
the one hand, because he is a war-
rior, he’s applauded. But, he said: 
“Society uses an outsider to do the 
dirty work (soldiering), but when 
that person decides to enter society 
through marriage, suspicion of the 
outsider comes in.”

He added: “People who are part 
of the majority culture don’t think 
about (fitting in). They take it for 
granted.” With “a minority, an im-
migrant group, at a certain level, 
they want very badly to assimilate,” 
said Caine, whose music includes 
themes from his own Jewish back-
ground. “But in other ways, they’re 
reminded that they can’t assimi-
late. ... I’m not sure if Verdi even 
addressed that.”

What Caine addresses in “The 
Othello Syndrome” is Othello’s 
increasing paranoia. “The music 
becomes more agitated. The group 
improvises more wildly, projecting 
a sense of chaos” that contrasts with 
the stillness of Desdemona’s “Ave 
Maria” aria.

R&B singer Bunny Sigler plays 
Othello.

Composer Uri Caine’s “The Othello Syndrome” includes spoken-word soliloquy, electronic passages, a bit of klezmer and a bit of Philly soul.
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Caine, who is at home in both 
classical and contemporary jazz mi-
lieus, has been creating adaptations 
of classical works for some time, 
including Bach’s “Goldberg Varia-
tions” and Beethoven’s “Diabelli 
Variations.” His “Mahler Remix” 
was presented at Stanford in 2008.

“If people can accept that you’re 
taking these pieces, which to many 
are sacred masterpieces ... if they 
can look at them as jazz musicians 
telling a story,” then they will enjoy 
the adaptations, he said.

“The Othello Syndrome,” which 
was originally commissioned for 
the 2003 Venice Biennale and per-
formed in other venues in Europe, 
was recorded in 2008, receiving a 
2009 Grammy Award nomination 
for Best Classical Crossover Al-
bum.

A native of Philadelphia (he has 
since moved to New York), Caine 
was familiar with Sigler’s “Philly 
Sound,” and invited him to collab-
orate on “The Othello Syndrome.” 
Sigler, who produces, writes and 
sings, has worked with such artists 
as Lou Rawls, the O’Jays and Patti 
LaBelle. His latest album is “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” In addition to sing-
ing the role of Othello, he co-wrote 
several songs for “The Othello Syn-
drome,” including lyrics for “I Am 
a Fool,” a soulful piece not based 
on Verdi.

“I can sing like Pavarotti and 
like Marvin Gaye and like a gospel 
singer. I do all three,” Sigler said 
during a phone interview from Phil-
adelphia. In his club acts, he said, 
“I sing everything: Jewish, Italian, 
French, cowboy songs, gospel, ca-
lypso.”

He added, “I’ve been singing op-
era all my life,” noting that he has 
recorded “Be My Love,” popular-
ized by Mario Lanza, and sung 
“Here Comes the Night,” an adapta-
tion of the love aria from “Samson 
and Delilah.” Sigler is a tenor who 
has never studied voice but did get 
a few pointers on how to tighten his 
gut to hit a high C. 

The main challenge, he said, is: 
“You never know how they like it 
until the end and they say bravo. 

... When I did (“The Othello Syn-
drome”) in Venice and held a long 
note, people started clapping. I was 
shocked because they were quiet 
the whole show. In Germany, when 
I did the end of the part when I die, 
I did it so good the people really 
thought I hurt myself. I was pre-
pared to stay there 20 minutes until 
they realized I was OK.” 

As far as the performance at 
Stanford, he said: “I’m so glad that 
we’re finally doing it in America. 
Maybe this will be the spark to send 
it to New York.” After Stanford, the 
next concert is in Vienna.

While familiarity with Shake-
speare or the Verdi opera may help, 
Caine said, concertgoers do not 
have to be conversant with either.

 “If you know the Verdi, it’s a par-
allel to the Verdi. If you don’t know 
the Verdi, then it should exist on its 
own as something that is musical 
and emotional. My intention is to 
be playing off the Verdi but some-
times more so or less so,” he said, 
because jazz involves improvisation 
and the musicians add their own in-
terpretations. “I like working in that 
continuum.” 

What: “The Othello Syndrome” 
with the Uri Caine Ensemble
Where: Dinkelspiel Auditorium, 
471 Lagunita Drive, Stanford 
University.
When: 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
10.
Cost: Tickets are $34-$38. 
Stanford students pay $10, and 
half-price tickets are available 
for those ages 18 and under.
Info: Go to livelyarts.stanford.
edu or call 650-725-ARTS.

Pianist Uri Caine will also 
give a free concert at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 8, at the Commu-
nity School of Music and Arts, 
230 San Antonio Circle, Moun-
tain View. Go to www.arts4all.
org or call 650-917-6800, exten-
sion 314.
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M usician Peter Yarrow is best 
known for his nearly 50-
year career with the folk 

group Peter, Paul and Mary. But in 
recent years, the “Puff the Magic 
Dragon” co-songwriter has turned 
to publishing songs in the form of 
children’s books as a way of getting 
his music and message across to a 
new generation. 

Yarrow’s previous picture books 
include “The Peter Yarrow Song-
book: Songs for Little Folk,” 
“Sleepytime Songs” and an illus-
trated “Puff the Magic Dragon.” 
His newest, “Day Is Done,” comes 
out this month. Yarrow will be ap-
pearing at Books Inc. in Palo Alto 
on Friday, Oct. 9, to sign books and 
perform a few songs.

For a performer accustomed to 
singing at huge rallies and in con-
cert halls, the opportunity to play 
“little concerts” of songs in book-
stores for kids and their families is 
a perk of Yarrow’s foray into chil-
dren’s books, as it reminds him of 
the early days of his career and cre-
ates a more intimate atmosphere.

“It’s much different from a big 
Carnegie Hall show,” Yarrow said in 
a phone interview. “This is the way 
we (Peter, Paul and Mary) began, 
loving it, loving each other. When 
I play for kids there’s more humor, 
more horsing around; it’s the best 
fun in the world,” he said.

In “Day Is Done,” a variety of 
woodland-animal parents (deer, fox-
es, birds and others) comfort their 

babies as night falls. The words are 
taken from the song of the same 
name, first featured on 1970’s “Pe-
ter, Paul and Mommy” album. The 
narrating parents confront different 
fears with the reassuring refrain of 
“If you take my hand, my son, all 
will be well when the day is done.”

Illustrator Melissa Sweet’s wa-
tercolor paintings portray the ani-
mal families settling in their forest 
homes, as well as a human father 
and son in their cozy house, as the 
father considers his child’s innocent 
wisdom. “’Day is Done,’” Yarrow 
wrote in the afterword, “expresses 
my belief that the inherent good-
ness we possess as small children is 
a precious gift that we must nurture, 
care for, and sustain as long as pos-
sible.” 

“Day Is Done,” like Yarrow’s pre-
vious books, is accompanied by a 
CD of songs, in this case the titular 
track, along with two re-envisioned 
versions of folk classics “Dona, 
Dona, Dona” and “I Know Where 
I’m Going.” 

“The book and the music are 
entirely complementary. Both the 
book and the songs are in the spirit 
of changing something frightening 
or sad into reassurance and remem-
bering what is important,” Yarrow 
said. Sterling, the book’s publisher, 
is making the songs available for 
free to educators, he added. 

Appropriate to the familial spirit 
of the book, the songs were record-
ed by Yarrow with his frequent col-

laborator, daughter Bethany, also a 
professional musician. 

The books aren’t Yarrow’s only 
kid-centric project. Since 2000, 
he has put much of his energy into 
Operation Respect, a nonprofit or-
ganization he founded to combat 
bullying, intolerance and cruelty 
in schools. The program provides 
music-based curricula to educators. 

“An essential aspect of Opera-
tion Respect is that it uses music 
to create common ground, which 
is similar to these books,” he said. 
“We want to give kids the tools to 
interrupt the cycle of hatred. We’re 
working on shifting the educational 
paradigm in America.” 

While his advocacy work with 
Operation Respect and other organi-
zations are a major focus, music re-
mains one of his greatest passions. 

“I love singing for people; it’s 
meaningful,” he said. Peter, Paul 
and Mary’s records remain popular, 
he said, because their traditional 
folk melodies and inspirational mes-
sage, are “not style-based; they have 
a multigenerational appeal.” 

“Our songs send a message to live 
authentically,” he said, citing Peter, 
Paul and Mary’s performance at 
the 1963 human-rights march on 
Washington as a favorite memory 
and seminal step in the band’s ca-
reer. “That really set our progressive 
direction,” he said. Magic dragons 
notwithstanding, “People want to 
embrace — not escape — reality 
when they listen to music,” he said.

After working so closely together 
for nearly half a century, as in the 
case of Peter, Paul and Mary, “you 
become like a family,” he said. Re-
flecting on the Sept. 16 death of 
bandmate Mary Travers at age 72, 
Yarrow said: “It’s like losing a sis-
ter. You have to be grateful and em-
brace the sadness, to have had such 
a beautiful, challenging, exciting 
person in your life for so long. How 
few of us get to have that kind of 
enrichment in our lives?”

Yarrow and Noel Paul Stookey 
(who goes by his middle name as 
part of Peter, Paul and Mary) plan to 
carry on with their music in the spir-
it of the late Travers. Last weekend, 
the two performed in a Central Park 
concert celebrating Ken Burns’ new 
PBS documentary on U.S. national 
parks. They also plan to release a 
live album of the group recorded 
at the Newport Folk Festival in the 
1960s.

Yarrow’s advice for aspiring art-
ists is simple: Be sincere. “Don’t try 
and chase the wind of popular opin-
ion; express what you care about,” 
he said. “When you’re performing 
what you believe in is when the most 
important things tend to happen to 
you.” 

More songs for little folk
Musician Peter Yarrow brings his new picture book — 

and a few tunes — to Palo Alto
by Karla Kane

What: Musician Peter Yarrow 
will sign copies of his new chil-
dren’s book, “Day Is Done,” and 
perform a few songs.
Where: Books Inc., 74 El Cami-
no Real, Palo Alto
When: 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 9
Cost: The purchase of any 
book by Peter Yarrow will admit 
two people to the event.
Info: For more about the event, 
go to www.booksinc.net/event/
peter-yarrow. For more on Yar-
row, go to www.peterpauland 
mary.com. 

“When I play for kids there’s more humor, more horsing around; it’s the 
best fun in the world,” says Peter, Paul and Mary’s Peter Yarrow. 

Carol McComb's "Starting to Play" workshop includes 
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration of 
the classes.* Regular cost is just $160 for ten weeks 
of group lessons, and all music is included.

*"Starting to Play" meets for one hour each Monday night for ten weeks 
beginning October 5th. Students are encouraged to bring their own guitar, 
but both nylon-string and steel-string loaner guitars are available.

Other classes at more advanced levels are also offered. A full 
brochure is available at Gryphon.

650 493 2131

www.gryphonstrings.com

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969
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Carol McComb's "Starting to Play" workkshop includeses

Learn the Guitar this Winter

FALL COMPOST 

GIVEAWAY

SUNDAY, OCT. 4th 

 PALO ALTO RESIDENTS
 “Complete the recycle circle”

In appreciation of citizen’s 
participation in the curbside 
composting program, Palo Alto 
residents will be allowed up to 
1 cubic yard of compost 
(equivalent to six full garbage 
cans), free of charge. Bring 
shovels, gloves, containers and 
proof of Palo Alto residency. 

at the Palo Alto Landfill
2380 Embarcadero Road

1 cubic yard for event
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Arts & Entertainment

Worth a Look
Timothy Egan  Jane Hamilton
Yiyun Li  Amy Krouse Rosenthal

november  
: am- : pm

“Best Seller” Sponsors:
Colella Family Foundation
Anonymous Friends

“First Edition” Sponsors:
Carrie Anderson
Wendy & Tom Hutton
Ellen & Tom Ehrlich
Laurie & Jim Jarrett
Bill Younger

special thanks to our sponsors

all proceeds benefit Abilities United
www.AbilitiesUnited.org

abilities united invites you to the

AUTHORS LUNCHEON

Don’t miss this opportunity to see and meet these acclaimed authors 
at the Crowne Plaza Cabaña Hotel, 4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Book Salon Sponsor:
Books, Inc.
Art Showcase Sponsor:
Allegro Framing and Art
Print Sponsor:
Prodigy Press
Media Sponsor:

for information call -

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

Music
‘The Concerto: An  
Adversarial Friendship’

So far, the Philharmonia Ba-
roque Orchestra wins the award 
for the liveliest classical-music 
press release this fall. Quoth the 
release, which is for a series of up-
coming concerts: “The musicians 
will quarrel, brawl, reconcile and 
fight some more in an evening of 
sophisticated contretemps.”

The concerts, titled “The Con-
certo: An Adversarial Friendship,” 
are intended to amend the common 
conception that Baroque concertos 
are restrained and genteel. Music 
director Nicholas McGegan has 
chosen a program that includes 
Telemann’s “grand and youthful 
joust,” his Concerto for Two Vio-
lins & Bassoon in D Major; and 
J.S. Bach’s “harrowing” Violin 
Concerto No. 2. Violinist Eliza-
beth Wallfisch will be featured.

The San Francisco period-in-
strument orchestra performs lo-
cally on Friday, Oct. 9, at 8 p.m. in 
Palo Alto’s First United Methodist 
Church at 625 Hamilton Ave. Tick-
ets are $25-$75, with student rush 
tickets priced at $10. Go to www.
philharmonia.org or call 415-252-
1288.

‘Sunday Showdown’
Beans, meet beat-boxers. Philz 

Coffee at 3191 Middlefield Road in 
Palo Alto is now hosting “Sunday 
Showdowns,” weekly jam sessions 
for rappers, beat-boxers, singers, 
guitarists and other performers 
each week at 3:30 p.m.

The new event generally attracts 
people ages 16 to 25, “but anyone 
is welcome,” one regular, Julia 

Onken, said. All musicians are 
invited to attend and bring their 
instruments.

For more information, call or-
ganizer Charlie Cullinane at 650-
739-5757.

Theater
‘The Chosen’

At the first rehearsal for The-
atreWorks’ new production of 
“The Chosen” — the play based 
on the classic Chaim Potok novel 
— the cast and crew received two 
unexpected guests. Aaron Posner 
(who wrote the play with Potok) 
and Potok’s widow, Adena Potok, 
paid a call.

As recounted by a publicist for 
the production, Adena Potok light-
heartedly advised the cast not to 
be concerned if their research on 
Brooklyn Jewish communities in 
the 1940s turned up seemingly 
contradictory answers. “Every 
block had different traditions,” she 
said. “Someone will always think 
you got it wrong!”

Audiences can take their own 
visits to Brooklyn starting next 
week; preview performances start 
Oct. 7, with opening night on Oct. 
10. Directed by Aaron Davidman, 
the play focuses on the unusual 
friendship between two Jewish 
teenagers, one from a very tradi-
tional home and one from a more 
modern family.

The show runs through Nov. 1 at 
the Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts at 500 Castro St. 
Tickets are $24-$39 for previews 
and $26-$62 for regular perfor-
mances. Go to www.theatreworks.
org or call 650-463-1960.

Family
Costume sale

Maybe it’s time to retire that old 
bedsheet with the eyeholes cut out. 
If a plastic superstore costume that 
looks like everyone else’s on your 
street doesn’t appeal, it might be 
time to hit the local theater.

This Sunday, Oct. 4, the Friends of 
the Palo Alto Children Theatre are 
hosting a big costumes and acces-
sories sale from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Offerings are expected to include 
vintage clothing, animal outfits, and 
fantasy-character costumes.

The sale will be in the Communi-
ty Room in the Ruth Stern Wing of 
the Lucie Stern Community Center, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
For more information, call 650-463-
4930.

The Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra brings its period instruments and 
a lively spirit to Palo Alto on Oct. 9.

Randi Beach

PaloAltoOnline.com
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Peter Canavese, 
Tyler Hanley, Karla Kane and Susan Tavernetti

Capitalism: A Love Story 
(CineArts, Century 20) It’s been 20 years since 

populist filmmaker/gadfly Michael Moore made his 
landmark documentary “Roger and Me,” and in that 
time the bleak economic shadow over his hometown 
of Flint, Mich., has only gotten bleaker and spread 
over the United States as a whole.

In “Capitalism: A Love Story,” Moore revisits some 
themes of “Roger and Me,” this time attempting to 
tackle the nation’s capitalistic structure itself.

All Moore’s trademark schticks (comical agitation 
outside office lobbies, use of 1950s film strips and 
stock footage, common-folk sob stories) are present.

“Capitalism ... ,” with its wildly ambitious subject 
matter, sprawls and meanders across such topics as 
the mortgage crisis, the shockingly low pay of com-
mercial airline pilots, the business practice of taking 
out secret life-insurance policies on workers (chill-
ingly referred to as “dead peasants” by corporate 
bigwigs), union busting, and the political corruption 
involved with the recent federal financial bailout. 

Moore interviews families who have lost all their 
worldly possessions, Catholic priests who decry capi-
talism as immoral and un-Christian, a slimy Realtor 
proudly billing himself as a “condo vulture,” gov-
ernment officials and even his own father, a former 
General Motors employee. 

The film’s essential argument is that the current 
U.S. system of capitalism (based on greed and profit 
for the rich at any cost) is evil. It’s a purposely inflam-
matory argument and, if overly simplistic and shaky 
at times, raises an appropriate level of outrage.

Why, Moore asks, have so many Americans been 
left destitute while the government gives billions of 
tax-payer dollars to already wealthy financial fat 
cats? And why do we the people allow it to happen? 
Good questions!

Moore’s tactics can grow tiresome (do the already 
tear-jerking stories of suffering families really need 
to be underscored with such mawkish music? Do we 
really need more cheap shots at Bush and Cheney?) 
and the revolution he’s calling for seems to lack clar-
ity. The values of capitalism vs. democracy vs. plu-
tocracy and so forth may be just too broad a venture 
for a single two-hour movie to address satisfactorily. 
But whatever your political persuasion, whether you 
love Moore’s films or hate them, “Capitalism: A Love 
Story” will anger you, entertain you and make you 
think. 

A timely and impressive piece of propaganda, 
“Capitalism ...” should impassion both right- and 
left-leaning viewers, if for different reasons. It’s a 
firecracker of a film and, even if audiences aren’t en-
tirely convinced by Moore’s call to arms, well worth 
viewing and discussing. 

Rated R for language. Two hours, seven minutes. 

  — Karla Kane

The Invention of Lying 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Submitted for your ap-

proval: a place of “too much information.” What if 
full disclosure was the way of the world? Are there 
certain things we’d be better off not knowing about 
ourselves and each other? And is a lie the ultimate 
excess of “information,” or a necessity for a happy 

existence? These and many other questions arise 
in “The Invention of Lying,” a provocative comedy 
from writer-directors Ricky Gervais and Matthew 
Robinson.

Gervais — the British comedy star who co-cre-
ated “The Office” — stars as Mark Bellison, an 
overweight, powerless schlub living in a universe 
that differs from our own in one significant regard: 
Humanity never evolved the ability to lie. Rather, 
people are compelled to spill out the truth with no 
intervention from the superego. So there are no soft-
ened blows, advertisements are blunt statements of 
fact, and fiction is an alien concept. Bellison’s screen-
plays, for a studio called Lecture Films, consist of an 
Alastair Cooke-esque narrator (Christopher Guest) 
sitting in an easy chair and reading from historical 
accounts. Sadly, Bellison is saddled with the 14th 
century, a bland period distinguished mostly by the 
Black Plague.

Promised by his boss (Jeffrey Tambor) that his 
firing is imminent, Mark has a sinking feeling that 
his date with the beautiful Anna (Jennifer Garner) 
can’t possibly end well. She admits at the outset that 
she has no physical attraction to Mark and is “al-
ternately depressed and pessimistic” about the date. 
She’s way out of his league and knows it; though she 
humors him with her presence as a favor to a friend, 
she’s looking for an “ideal genetic partner,” not a fa-
ther likely to sire “fat, snub-nosed babies.” Besides, 
Mark’s imminent firing, which he’s compelled to dis-
close, subtracts another desirable quality: financial 
security.

When the sacked Mark goes to the bank to with-
draw his paltry savings, inspiration strikes. What if 
he were to say something that wasn’t? In a historic 
breakthrough, Mark claims to have a few hundred 
more dollars in the bank than he actually does. Since 
the teller assumes he must be telling the truth, Mark 
succeeds in pulling the wool over her eyes. Like a 
superhero discovering a power, Mark considers what 
he wants. Sex and money top the list, but his self-
ishness quickly turns into to a desire to improve the 
world around him: yes, with great power comes great 
responsibility.

There’s clear comic potential in the film’s high con-
cept, and a fair amount of it is realized. Gervais gives 
another strong performance (including a convincing 
scene of wrenching emotion), and he’s surrounded 
himself with distractingly prominent talent, including 
at least three bona fide movie stars in cameo roles. It’s 
a shame that the comedy tends to be repetitive, and 
more funny clever than funny ha ha. 

Still, “The Invention of Lying” succeeds in being a 
daring satire by positing Mark as a Messiah, whose 
lies are a healing truth, and as a prophet whose inven-
tions of a “Man in the Sky” and an afterlife placate a 
sheep-ish populace.

Rated PG-13 for language including some sexual 
material and a drug reference. One hour, 39 min-
utes.

 — Peter Canavese

OPENINGS

To view the trailers for “Capitalism: A Love Story” and 
“The Invention of Lying,” go to Palo Alto Online at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com

“THIS IS MICHAEL MOORE’S MAGNUM OPUS: 
THE GRANDEST STATEMENT OF HIS CAREER.”

TIME, MARY CORLISS

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 12
DOWNTOWN
San Mateo  (800) FANDANGO 968#

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 20
DALY CITY
Daly City  (800) FANDANGO 905#

CINEMARK
CINÉARTS AT PALO
ALTO SQUARE
Palo Alto  (800) FANDANGO 914#
On 2 Screens

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 20
DOWNTOWN
Redwood City  (800) FANDANGO 990#
On 2 Screens

Starts Friday, October 2nd
at Theatres Everywhere

NOW PLAYING

Amreeka 
(CineArts) Muna lives in Bethlehem with her 
teenage son, Fadi, and her nagging moth-
er. When she gets a chance to emigrate to 

the United States, she grabs it. In addition 
to the usual hardships of immigrant life, 
their situation is complicated by the fact 
that they arrive right at the beginning of the 
Iraq war. Fadi is taunted at school; hate 
mail arrives; and Muna’s sister Raghda and 
brother-in-law Nabeel, with whom Muna 
lives, see their livelihood threatened by rac-
ism. Even with two college degrees and 10 

years’ experience in banking, Muna can’t 
do better than a job at White Castle. Fadi, 
accepting American teen mores, tries pot 
and becomes increasingly disrespectful 
of his mother. But despite depicting such 
problems, “Amreeka” is filled with good-
natured humor. Rated PG-13 for brief drug 
use involving teens, and some language. 
One hour, 36 minutes.  — R.P. (Reviewed 

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:

‘What’syour 
  story?’

The 
Palo  Al to 

Story 
Project

Watch them at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com 

Heard the one about the plane that crashed into a 
man’s car on Embarcadero Road? Did you know 
developers once eyed Arastradero Preserve as a 
place to build shopping centers and schools? 

These stories and other tales about Palo Alto, as 
told by local residents as part of the Palo Alto Story 
Project, are now posted on the Internet.  

Page 26



(500) Days of Summer  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 10:20 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 8 & 10:20 p.m.   
(PG-13) 1/2

9 (PG-13) 1/2  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 12:50, 3:20, 5:35 & 7:40 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:45 a.m.; 1:45, 
3:45 & 5:55 p.m. 

Amreeka (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 11:45 a.m.; 4:40 & 10:15 p.m. 
Bright Star (PG) Guild: 2, 5 & 8 p.m. 
Capitalism: A Love Story  Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:35 a.m.; 12:50, 2:35, 3:50, 5:30, 7, 8:30 & 10 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1, 
(R) 2:30, 4, 5:30, 7:15 & 8:30 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:05 p.m. 
Cloudy With a Chance of Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 12:20, 2:55, 5:30, 7:45 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:35 a.m.; 
Meatballs (PG) (Not Reviewed) 1:55, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:35 p.m. 
District 9 (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 12:30 & 5:55 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 2:25 & 7:35 p.m. 
Fame (PG) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 12:05, 2:45, 5:25, 8 & 10:35 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:25 a.m.; 

12:55, 2:15, 3:35, 4:55, 6:15, 7:25, 9 & 10:10 p.m. 
In the Loop (Not Rated) 1/2 Aquarius: 3:30, 6 & 8:30 p.m. 
The Informant! (R)  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 1, 3:40, 7:10 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:35, 
(Not Reviewed)  7:10 & 9:45 p.m. 
Inglourious Basterds (R) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 11:35 a.m.; 3:10, 7:05 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 1:15, 4:50 & 

8:15 p.m. 
The Invention of Lying  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 12:05, 
(PG-13) 1/2 2:40, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m. 
Jennifer’s Body (R) Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:50 a.m.; 5 & 10:15 p.m. 
Julie & Julia (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 1:15, 4:10, 7 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 1:15, 2, 4:45, 7:30 & 

10:20 p.m. 
Love Happens (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 3:15 & 8:40 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. 
My One and Only (PG-13) Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 7:40 & 10:05 p.m. Aquarius: Fri.-Wed. at 3, 5:30 & 8 p.m. Thu. at 2 & 4:30 

p.m. 
Pandorum (R) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 1:30, 4:20, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 12:15, 2:45, 5:20, 

7:55 & 10:30 p.m. 
Ponyo (G) 1/2 Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:30 a.m.; 2 & 4:30 p.m. 
Rifftrax: Plan 9 From Outer Century 16: Thu. at 7:30 p.m. Century 20: Thu. at 7:30 p.m.  
Space (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
The September Issue (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 2:20 & 7:35 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Surrogates (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at noon, 1:10, 2:40, 3:30, 5, 6, 7:20, 8:20, 9:40 & 10:35 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-
(Not Reviewed)  Wed. at 11:25 a.m.; 12:10, 1:35, 2:35, 3:55, 5:05, 6:20, 7:45, 8:50 & 9:55 p.m. 
Toy Story 2 in Disney Digital Century 16: Fri. - Wed. at 1:20, 5:20 & 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 1:25, 5:25 & 9:25 p.m.  
3-D (G) (Not Reviewed)
Toy Story in Disney Digital 3-D Century 16: Fri. - Wed. at 11:25 a.m.; 3:25 & 7:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 3:30 & 7:30 p.m.  
(G) (Not Reviewed)
Whip It (PG-13)  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: Fri.-Wed. at 11:15 
(Not Reviewed)  a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:25 & 10:15 p.m. 
Zombieland (R)  Century 16: Fri.-Wed. at 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 1:45, 3, 4, 5:15, 6:15, 7:30, 8:30 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 
(Not Reviewed)  Fri.-Wed. at 11:20 a.m. ; 12:20, 1:30, 2:30, 3:40, 4:45, 5:50, 7:15, 8:05, 9:30 & 10:25 p.m. 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain 
View (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Red-
wood City (800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, 

Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 
and more information about films playing, go to Palo Alto 
Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

This space donated as a community service by the Palo Alto Weekly

Parents Nursery School
Carnival

A day of entertainment, games, prizes and fun  
for the whole family!

Sunday, October 18, 2009, 11 am-3:30 pm
2328 Louis Road, Palo Alto  

(between Oregon Expressway and Embarcadero Road)

Featuring: "Mr. Horsefeathers" – 
magician, juggler, and clown! 

Live Music 
Costumes are welcome!

For more information, call (650) 856-1440.

9

18th

MOBILE USERS - FOR SHOWTIMES - TEXT WHIP IT AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 KIX (43549)

“WICKEDLY FUNNY.”
Karen Durbin, ELLE

“ ”

Pete Hammond
BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE

“ELLEN PAGE
IS NOT ONLY 
A GREAT 
ACTRESS,
BUT A 
DARING ONE.”
Roger Ebert

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“A WINNING 
COMEDY.”
Dan Jewel

LIFE & STYLE

OPENS EVERYWHERE OCTOBER 2

 CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, PURSUANT TO Government 
Code Section 50022.3, that the City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, October 19, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter, as the matter may be heard in the Council Cham-
bers, City Hall, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California, to 
consider adoption of two ordinances:  (1) Repealing Chapter 
16.17 Of The Palo Alto Municipal Code And Amending Title 16 
To Adopt A New Chapter 16.17, California Energy Code, 2008 
Edition; And (2) Repealing Chapter 16.18 Of The Palo Alto Mu-
nicipal Code And Amending Title 16 To Adopt A New Chap-
ter 16.18, Establishing Local Energy Efficiency Standards For 
Certain Buildings And Improvements Covered By The 2008 
California Energy Code. Copies of the aforementioned codes 
and local amendments are on file in the City Clerk’s Office and 
the Chief Building Official’s Office, open to public inspection 
during normal business hours. This notice is being published in 
accordance with Government Code Section 6066.
                                              
                                                                 DONNA GRIDER
                                             City Clerk

Sept. 18, 2009)

Bright Star 
(Guild) “Bright Star” tells the story of 19th-
century English poet John Keats’ uncon-
summated love affair with his neighbor, 
Fanny Brawne, which obsessed them both 
for the last several years of Keats’s short 
life (he died of consumption at 25). When 
the two first meet, Fanny is an outspoken, 
flirtatious 18-year-old more interested in 
her clothes than in the moody poet busy 
nursing his mortally ill brother. However, 
an attraction soon forms. Fanny, ignorant 
about poetry, arranges to take lessons with 
Keats, providing an opportunity for him 
to read several of his great poems aloud. 
But until later in the film, the romance feels 
more like a teenage crush — Keats himself 
is only 23, after all — than a mature pas-
sion. Rated PG for brief language, thematic 
elements, some sensuality and incidental 
smoking. One hour, 59 minutes. — R.P 
(Reviewed Sept. 25, 2009)

Inglourious Basterds 
(Century 16, Century 20) There’s no mis-
taking “Inglourious Basterds” for anything 
other than a Quentin Tarantino film. “Inglou-
rious Basterds” is a comedy for the film-
savvy. The crux of the plot is the story of a 
Jewish survivor (Melanie Laurent) of a Nazi 
slaughter, as she plots revenge. Now hiding 
in plain sight as the proprietress of a Pari-
sian cinema, she falls into the opportunity 
to wipe out the Nazi leadership at the pre-
miere of a propaganda film. Meanwhile, the 
British government targets the same pre-
miere. The whole enchilada turns out to be 
a self-referential commentary on the power 
of the medium, figuratively as propaganda 
or violent entertainment, and literally as the 

(continued on next page)
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Movies

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

International School of the Peninsula

French and Chinese Language Immersion

th grade

   required

#1PREMIER TERMITE INC. Lic#PR2464

PREMIER CONSTRUCTION INC Lic#611710

   GOT
TERMITES?

Offer expires 10/31/09

TERMITE ERADICATION & DRY ROT REPAIR
FULL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

650-726-7756

05$ OFF INSPECTION
Measure A, approved by Santa Clara County voters in 2000, is 
a 30-year half cent sales tax that generates revenue to enhance 
the county’s public transit system. Many of its projects, includ-
ing the highly anticipated BART extension to Silicon Valley and 
electrification of the Caltrain system, require years of planning, 
engineering, and environmental work before they are operational. 
Although Measure A was passed in 2000, revenue collection did 
not begin until April 2006 when the previous tax expired. Signifi-
cant accomplishments and milestones in the first three years of 
the Measure A Program are set forth for public review on VTA’s 
website, www.vta.org.

The Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) is responsible for re-
view of 2000 Measure A expenditures, to ensure funds are being 
spent in accordance with the intent of the ballot. The CWC has 
recently completed its review of FY08 expenditures, evaluating 
the results of an independent audit that it commissioned of Mea-
sure A financial records, and conducting a public hearing on June 
10, 2009 to receive input from the community. After thorough and 
careful consideration of all information and input received:

It is the conclusion of the Citizens Watchdog Committee 
that, for the period of FY08, 2000 Measure A tax dollars 
were spent in accordance with the intent of the measure.

(The complete CWC Annual Report and related information is available 
at VTA’s website www.vta.org. Printed copies of the CWC Annual Re-
port are available at local public libraries and at the Valley Transporta-
tion Authority offices at 3331 North First Street, San Jose, CA, in the  
Building B Lobby.)

Finding of the 2000 Measure A Citizens 
Watchdog Committee - Fiscal Year 2008

CONTEST RULES
1.  The contest is open to anyone who lives, works or attends school 

full-time in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Stanford, Portola Valley, 
Woodside, Mountain View, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and East Palo 
Alto.

2.  Limit of one entry per person.
3.  Stories must be typed, double-spaced. Maximum 2,500 

words. Longer stories will be disqualified.
4.  $15 entry fee, along with hard copy, for all ADULT stories; $5 entry fee 

for YOUNG WRITERS under 18. Make checks payable to “Palo Alto 
Weekly.” 

5.  Entries may not have been previously published.
6.  Signed entry form must accompany story. Author’s name should NOT 

appear anywhere on pages of story.
7.  All winners are required to email their story to the Palo Alto Weekly in 

a Microsoft Word Document as an attachment.

ANNOUNCING

THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL  
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

JUDGES:
ADULT/YOUNG ADULT
Tom Parker, Award winning novelist and short story writer, UC Extension 
and Foothill College Instructor and former Stanford Instructor
Ellen Sussman, Author of "Dirty Words: A literary Encyclopedia of Sex", 
Bad Girls: 26 Writers Misbehave" and "On a Night Like This"
Keith Raffel, Author of the local best seller “Dot Dead: A Silicon Valley 
Mystery”

CHILDREN/TEEN
Katy Obringer, Former supervisor of   
Palo Alto Children’s Library
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz,  Playwright and Children’s book author 
Nancy Etchemendy, Children’s book author

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
All Writers: 

Amreeka  
2:20, 4:45, 7:15,  

Fri/Sat 9:40  
September Issue  
2:45, 5:00, 7:20 

Fri/Sat 9:35

fuel to a fire. Rated R for strong graphic 
violence, language and brief sexuality. Two 
hours, 33 minutes.— P.C. (Reviewed Aug. 
21, 2009)

In the Loop 1/2
(Aquarius) Politics, clearly, are comedy 
gold (just ask Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert), and yet smart political comedies 
seem to arrive at theaters only once or 
twice a decade. Thanks to “In the Loop,” 
it’s again time to think and laugh at the 
same time. One part “Dr. Strangelove” and 
two parts “The Office,” “In the Loop” is a 
shaky-cam satire that savages government 
movers and shakers on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The plot concerns the secret com-
mittee plotting a war in the Middle East on 
behalf of the U.S. President and U.K. Prime 
Minister, and those trying to block the war 
with strategic leaks and other maneuvers. 
With a bite that’s going to leave a mark, 
“In the Loop” is the year’s best comedy to 
date. Not MPAA rated. One hour, 49 min-
utes. — P.C. (Reviewed July 31, 2009)

Jennifer’s Body 
(Century 16, Century 20) Super-hot Jen-
nifer (Megan Fox) may be the poster child 
for insecurity, but she ironically insists on 
calling her BFF “Needy” (Amanda Seyfried). 
Striving to “embody” the “forever” part of 
“Best Friends Forever,” Jennifer survives 
her own murder by transmuting into a man-
eating succubus. After a few set pieces 
establishing this fact and some ineffectual 
confrontations between girlfriends, an ulti-
mate showdown coincides with the Spring 
Formal, where the dirty girls bloodily fight 
over a guy. For the purposes of “Jennifer’s 
Body,” feminism means never having to 
say you’re sorry for making another lame 
horror movie. Rated R for sexuality, bloody 
violence, language and brief drug use. One 
hour, 42 minutes.— P.C. (Reviewed Sept. 
18, 2009)

Love Happens 
(Century 16, Century 20) Aaron Eckhart 
plays Burke Ryan, a therapist who has par-
layed his wife’s death into a business con-
ducting seminars for the grieving. Though 
he’s skilled at helping others he can’t help 
himself. He fearfully avoids both elevators 
and intimacy. About to close a deal to be 
franchised as a multimedia personality, the 
hypocritical life coach is at a crossroads. 
Enter florist Eloise Chandler (Aniston). Get 
this: She’s sensitive and quirky. Stumbling 
into a relationship after a couple of comi-
cally unpleasant chance meetings, Burke 
and Eloise help each other to move forward 
from past pain. “Love Happens” provides 
sappy reassurance that love can indeed 
happen, but sexy it is not. By the time Ryan 
earns a slow clap from his patients, you’ll 
be scrambling for the exits. Rated PG-13 
for sexual references and language. One 
hour, 49 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed Sept. 
18, 2009)

My One and Only 
(Aquarius) Renee Zellweger gleefully 
overplays her hand in this nostalgic ode 
to the nomadic childhood of George 
Hamilton. According to family lore, mom 
Anne Devereaux (Zellweger) is fed up with 
the shenanigans of Big Band hubby Dan 
(Kevin Bacon) and packs up sons George 
(Logan Lerman) and Robbie (Mark Rendall) 
to make her point. Next stop Boston. And 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Hollywood. Anne 
falls into one romantic conundrum after 
another, re-kindling old flames and seeking 
the “support” of new ones in a relentless 
search for a wealthy catch. Much to the 
chagrin of her sons, who crave the relative 
stability of hearth and home. Rated: PG-13 
for adult situations. 1 hour, 48 minutes. — 
J.A. (Reviewed Sept. 18, 2009)

(continued from previous page)
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Search a complete 
 listing of  local 

restaurant 
reviews by location 
 or type  of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com

AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet  

(650) 494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696 

1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 

2008 Best Chinese 

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885 

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House  

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr. 

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon 

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 856-3338 

2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

We also deliver.

Su Hong – Menlo Park 

Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688 

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903 

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390 

417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 

www.spalti.com

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 

408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400 

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700 

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating 

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com 

Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto 

3 Years in a Row, 2006-2007-2008

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

of the week

408 California Ave.,
Palo Alto

650.328-8840

Palo Alto Sol was created 
to offer the best of “Comida 

Poblana” (food from 
Puebla), where we grew up.

“Indulge yourself to experi-
ence the flavor of the pueblan 
baroque cuisine in an elegant 

and contemporary mexican 
setting. We invite you to expe-

rience the surprising, 
delicate and masterful 
blend of our flavors.”

–Mountain View Voice
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Eating Out

T ucked into a small parking lot 
a few blocks south of Reng-
storff Avenue in Mountain 

View, Vive Sol — an upscale, au-
thentic and long-lived local Mexi-
can restaurant — is easily missed.

But diners who venture into the 
unassuming lot will discover a 
quaint, romantic spot with sophisti-
cated Mexican cuisine and unusual 
twists on old favorites like enchi-
ladas and chile rellenos, at prices 
comparable to other Mexican sit-
downs.

Decor at Mexican restaurants 
can get chintzy, but Vive Sol’s hits 
its mark, creating a thoughtful and 
relaxing ambiance that is still a lot 
of fun. The place is adorned with 
colorful lanterns and lights, and its 

inside dining room is dimly lit for 
an intimate feel.

We dropped in on a warm week-
day evening and opted to dine out-
side on the patio, which is separate 
from the regular restaurant. We 
were seated amongst a small cluster 
of tables on the wooden platform 
patio area, in front of a festive bar. 
Groups of diners sat talking and 
sipping margaritas — the tequila 
selection is extensive — and Mexi-
can beer until after we finished our 
meal at nearly 9 p.m.

Run by Hector and Helena Sol, 
Vive Sol prides itself on its authen-
tic “comida poblana,” which is 
cuisine from Puebla, a city in cen-
tral Mexico. Though some of their 
food is familiar enough — burri-

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Vive Sol’s sophisticated 
palette

Mountain View Mexican restaurant’s creamy sauces 
make ‘comida poblana’ an indulgent treat

by Kelsey Mesher

Sh
aw

n 
Fe

nd
er

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti

To cook:
Bring a large pot of water to boil before preparing the sauce. If using dry pasta salt 
boiling water and add pasta. Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the 
garlic, let it cook until golden, about 30 seconds, and discard it. Add the zucchini and 
cook for two minutes. Add the shrimp, the pepper fl  akes, and some salt, the wine and 
cook for three minutes, tossing constantly, until the shrimp are bright pink and fi  rm to 
the touch. Reserve 1/4 cup of the mixture for garnish. Set aside. If using fresh pasta, salt 
the boiling water, add the pasta, and cook until “al dente” (about 2-3 minutes). Drain 
well in a colander. Toss the pasta with the zucchini-and-shrimp mixture, add the butter 
and the Parmesan, and toss well. Transfer to a heated serving platter dish and garnish 
with the reserved shrimp-and-zucchini mixture. Pass around a small bowl of grated 
Parmigiano cheese.

Tagliolini with shrimp and zucchini from Harry’s Bar
(TAGLIOLINI CON I GAMBERI E LA ZUCCHINA DALLA HARRY’S BAR)

1-inch by 1/4 inch strips

shelled, deveined and cut in half

fresh tagliatelle (egg pasta)

Reggiano cheese plus extra to pass at 
the table

Recipe from Harry’s Bar in Venice
Harry’s Bar opened in 1931 when Giuseppe Cipriani, an enterprising bartender at the 
Hotel Europa in Venice, got some fi nancial assistance from a rich, young American from 
Boston named Harry Pickering. According to Cipriani company history, Pickering had 
been a customer at the Hotel Europa for some time, suddenly stopped frequenting the 
hotel bar. Cipriani saw Pickering one day and asked why he no longer patronized the 
bar. Pickering was broke, he explained to the bartender -- his family cut him off when 
it was discovered he had not curtailed his recklessness and fondness for drinking. So, 
Cipriani loaned his patron a chunk of cash -- about 10,000 lire, or $5,000 U.S.. Two 
years later, Pickering walked back into the Hotel Europa, ordered a drink at the bar, 
handed 10,000 lire to Giuseppe Cipriani – he then handed Cipriani more. “Mr. Cipriani, 
thank you. Here’s the money. And to show you my appreciation, here’s 40,000 more, 
enough to open a bar. We will call it Harry’s Bar,” Located on Calle Vallaresso, close 
to the Piazza San Marco, the bar -- as the Cipriani’s have always called it -- was fi rst 
conceived as a hotel bar,  serving no food, and later transformed into a restaurant. 
There are many imitators, but only one Harry’s Bar. To honor this famous Italian culinary 
icon, we submit our version of one of Harry’s Famous recipes… 

now accepting reservations 

for your holiday party!

catering available!

Vive Sol’s fish taco plate.
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tos, chalupas and guacamole — the 
Sols’ dishes have a flavor all their 
own, often richer, with cream-based 
sauces. Diners, be warned: While 
we found the cream-based dishes to 
be generally tasty, it would be wise 
to indulge in a lighter appetizer to 
avoid an overly heavy meal.

Alongside the crispy tortilla chips 
and a trio of delectable salsas, one 
good starter choice is the ceviche 
($9), which is tangy with a lime-
drenched onion and tomato salsa-
fresca-type base. We found the fish 
to be slightly tough, but loved the 
lightness and freshness of the dish.

Mushroom fans should sample 
the champiñones con chile seco 
($8.50), recommended by our 
server. The dish consists of sautéed 
shrimp, mushrooms, onions and 
garlic, covered generously in thick 
sauce and served with small flour 
tortillas. Some may think its flavors 
stray too much from what we tra-
ditionally think of as Mexican, but 
straying outside the norm is among 
the joys of Vive Sol. 

But if you insist on a more typi-
cal starter, there’s always guacamole 
($8).

Moving on to the entrées, our sea 
bass tacos ($16.50), served with 
black beans and rice, were flavorful 
and well balanced. Crisp cabbage, 
onions and peppers contrasted nice-
ly with juicy morsels of fish. Topped 
with tomatoes and a creamy salsa 
nueva, the two tacos made for a 
good portion. 

Though on the heavier side, the 
sabana invierno ($16), a thinly cut 
steak and chorizo dish, was the 
table’s favorite. The meat was well-
seasoned, with a peppery kick, and 
sliced finely. Pieces of mild chorizo 
sausage added another dimension 
to this carnivore-friendly plate. A 
fellow diner with a Latin Ameri-
can background said the dish tasted 
like something from her family’s 
kitchen.

Our waiter raved about the rajas 
poblanas ($15), which are a creamy 
version of traditional chicken fajitas. 
Served with warm tortillas on the 
side, the dish had sautéed peppers 
and onions with a good crunch. The 
vegetables were a nice contrast to 
the chicken, which was soaked with 
sour-cream-based sauce.

Traditional enchiladas ($13) are 
spiced up by a choice of one of Vive 
Sol’s five house sauces. The gua-
jillo is touted as “Grandma’s” spe-
cial sauce, and though it isn’t your 
typical enchilada sauce, its intrigu-
ing flavors make it a fine, warming 
choice for fall or winter. 

Even though our waiter forgot to 
box an extra taco at the end of the 
meal, the service at Vive Sol was ex-
cellent all evening. Our party agreed 
that we were well taken care of, and 
that our food arrived promptly but 
not too quickly.

On their next trip down El Cami-
no, adventurous eaters looking for 
something new, or couples looking 
to mix up their night out, should 
seek out the elusive but tasty Vive 
Sol. 

ALMOST UP IN SMOKE ... Fol-
lowing the fire that nearly roasted 
the Evvia restaurant in downtown 
Palo Alto on Sept. 28, restaurants 
with wood-fire grills or ovens 
will be feeling the heat of closer 
inspections and months due to 
three such fires in the past three 
months. “Fire inspectors are look-
ing very closely at these types of 
cooking operations during inspec-
tions in light of these develop-
ments,” Fire Inspector Dave Shum 
said in an initial report of findings. 
At Evvia, a gap between a metal 
hood and the brick chimney al-
lowed accumulated soot and 
grease to accumulate, and ap-
parently some sparks got in also, 
officials reported. No estimate on 
reopening.

REALLY UP IN SMOKE ... Plans 
for Palo Alto’s first medical mari-
juana dispensary were dashed 
last month. After several months 
of hashing it out with the city’s top 
brass, the entrepreneur backed 
out when he realized the tremen-
dous hurdles he would encounter 
in the fabled “Palo Alto Process.” 
The unidentified Palo Alto resident 
came up with the idea of open-
ing a pot club after he witnessed 
first-hand the time and trouble a 
cancer-stricken family member 
went through to buy marijuana. “It 
was an uncomfortable experience 
for the family,” said one source 
close to the talks with the city. 
The somewhat seedy element of 
the club, combined with the long 
drive to legally buy the drug for 
relief from chemotherapy, ignited 
an idea that he explore the pos-
sibility of opening a shop in Palo 
Alto. A possible site was even 
identified — the former location of 
Compadres Bar and Grill, at 3877 
El Camino Real. But the entire 
idea turned into little more than a 
pipe dream, even though it poten-
tially could have proved a windfall 
for the city. Deputy City Manager 
Steve Emslie confirmed the pre-
liminary talks. “We did meet with 
them, but they ultimately decided 
not to go forward with it,” Emslie 
said, pointing out one more sticky 
issue: “It’s currently illegal in Palo 
Alto. That’s what our (Municipal) 
Code says.” Just for the record, 
High Street in downtown Palo Alto 
was never considered as a loca-
tion.

BISTRO BASIA BEATEN ... Cal. 
Ave. has lost a good one. Bis-
tro Basia at 201 California Ave. 
closed its doors in July after a 
two-year run. Despite a corner 
location, easy parking, and its 
legendary apricot souffle, Bis-
tro Basia could not weather the 
economic storm. It even reduced 
prices in hopes of attracting more 
business. That particular site at 
California Avenue and Park Blvd. 
has had a legendary past. Nora’s 
Cafe was the previous tenant 
and closed so abruptly, just five 
days before Christmas 2007, 
that diners had to be escorted 
out mid-meal by sheriff’s depu-

ties. And before that was a brief 
appearance of Chez Sophie, a 
French restaurant that lasted little 
more than a year. Then there was 
Cafe Maremonte, which was the 
result of a name change from 
Cafe Sport. And before that — 
and we’re back in the early 1990s 
now — the restaurant was called 
Hearts Cafe. Even further back, 
in the early 1970s, the eatery was 
named Des Alps and had a long, 
successful run. So what’s next? 
And why has it been so hard in 
the last few years for a restaurant 
to survive in what appears to be 
a prime location? Could be the 
recession; could be bad karma 
for this Park Boulevard corner. 
But just a few doors away is Casa 
Isabel at 2434 Park Blvd., a Mexi-
can eatery that has endured for 
at least 40 years, making it, unof-
ficially, the oldest restaurant in the 
California Avenue shopping dis-
trict, according to Ronna Devin-
cenzi, President of the California 
Avenue Business Association. It 
was Devincenzi (and her iron-clad 
memory), by the way, who as-
sisted in reconstructing this res-
taurant timeline.

BOUTIQUE WITH A MISSION ... 
In Her Shoes, the cute little shoe 
store at 644 Emerson Street, is 
moving to Town & Country Village. 
After two years, store owner Pam 
Rosekranz, a Woodside resident, 
has found a new location. What 
makes Rosekranz and her shop 
unusual is that she says she has 
not made a dime off her store, 
despite the popularity of In Her 
Shoes. Instead, Rosekranz says, 
she gives 100 percent of the prof-
its to The Global Fund for Women. 
“We’ve donated $65,000 so far,” 
she said. Although Rosekranz’s 
new spot at T&C is slightly smaller 
than the Emerson location, the 
actual sales floor will still be about 
the same square footage. “It 
doesn’t really matter. I’ll just have 
a smaller office. I don’t need a lot 
of room,” she said.

LONGS GONE, CVS IN ... It’s 
official. Longs Drugs has been 
acquired by CVS/Pharmacy 
stores. All the outdoor signage 
was changed last month at both 
the University Avenue and the 
midtown Longs Drugs locations. 
The Rhode Island-based CVS 
now operate a total of 7,000 drug-
stores nationwide, after all 521 
Longs locations in California make 
the switch. Other than the name 
change, expect to see a few up-
grades in both new CVS stores 
in Palo Alto, including wall-to-wall 
carpeting, which replaces the old 
tile floors. By the way, the initials 
CVS stand for Consumer Value 
Stores, which was the name of 
the store when it first opened in 
1963.

Heard a rumor about your favor-
ite store or business moving out or 
in? Daryl Savage will check it out. 
She can be e-mailed at shoptalk@
paweekly.com.

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

Vive Sol
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mountain View
650-938-2020
www.vivesol.biz
Hours: 
Lunch: Weekdays 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. Dinner: Sun.-Thurs. 5 to 9 
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-9:30 p.m.

Szechwan & Hunan Gourmet

Call for special banquet and 
catering menu

Live Music 6 Nights

Special Bar Menu

Half Price Happy Hour
Monday thru Friday 4-7pm

AT THE PARK 
the Focus is on Fun!

27 University Avenue ■ Palo Alto ■ (650) 321-9990
www.macarthurparkpaloalto.com

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

790 Castro St 
Mountain View

(1 block from  
El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

FALL VITAMIN&BODYCARE SALE

COUNTRY SUN 
Your Local Natural Foods Store

 

$5 OFF
& more!

‘What’syour 
  story?’

The 
Palo  Al to 

Story 
Project

Stories about Palo Alto, as told 

by local residents as part of the 

Palo Alto Story Project, are 

now posted on the Internet.  

Watch them at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com  
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Title Pages
A monthly section on local books and authors,             edited by Karla Kane

by Lora Roberts
“Smasher” by Keith Raffel;  

Midnight Ink; 299 pp.; $14.95

“D ot.dead,” Palo Alto au-
thor Keith Raffel’s first 
mystery, was an engag-

ing puzzle of high-tech shenanigans 
and sinister identity theft. If the 
proof of the author is in the second 
novel, Raffel delivers with his new 
mystery, “Smasher,” set in the con-
voluted corridors of Silicon Valley 
power.

Ian Michaels, Raffel’s continuing 
amateur sleuth, has been living the 
good life since “Dot.dead.” Although 
assuming the CEO’s chair at boom-
ing post-startup Accelenet wasn’t his 
goal, he’s been doing a great job at 
work and has achieved contentment 
with a fulfilling, challenging mar-
riage to Rowena Goldberg, junior 
prosecutor in the Santa Clara County 
DA’s office, who was also introduced 
in the previous book. A few sizzling 
scenes paint the picture of a couple 
in love as well as in lust with each 
other.

But in short order, this comfort-
able existence is challenged on ev-
ery front.

Accelenet becomes the target of 
the legendary Ricky Frankson, high-
tech billionaire mogul and Zen war-
rior, who always gets what he wants. 
While Ian is dancing through nego-
tiations with Frankson, Rowena’s 
father dies, having never recovered 

from the death of Rowena’s sister 
five years previously, and shivah, 
the prescribed period of mourning 
after the funeral, takes Ian out of the 
loop. 

Plus, his mother has saddled him 
with a quixotic quest on behalf of 
his great-aunt Isobel, for whom a 
particle physics lab has just been 
named at Stanford. Isobel was a pio-
neering physicist in the 1960s, at a 
time when she was the only user of 
the ladies’ bathroom in the Stanford 
physics department. Dedicated to her 
research, she spent nights and week-
ends at Stanford Linear Accelerator, 
where she was the first to postulate 
the existence of smaller sub-atomic 
particles that she charmingly called 
quirks (the name quark, according 
to Raffel, was due to a bad phone 
connection during an interview with 
the New York Times). A competitive 
colleague used her insights to leap 
to the forefront of the team work-
ing on the project, and a couple of 
years later, Isobel died in a hit-and-
run while attending a conference in 
Switzerland. The Nobel Prize was 
awarded to the other three members 
of the team, and her name sank into 
obscurity until this belated honor 
from Stanford. Ian’s mother is deter-
mined that Isobel’s contributions to 
this seminal research should be bet-
ter known, and Ian is assigned to find 
out more about the circumstances.

However, investigating Aunt Iso-

bel’s work takes a back seat while 
he looks for a white knight to rescue 
Accelenet from Rickie Frankson’s 
clutches. Raffel has a lot of fun with 
Frankson, a kind of son of Franken-
stein cobbled together like Mr. Po-
tato Head from bits of this and that 
well-known Silicon Valley figure 
— he lives in Woodside and wants 
to tear down a historic house, like 
Steve Jobs, but this historic house 
was built by Julia Morgan, and 
Frankson wants to replace it with 
an authentic Japanese castle, rather 
like Larry Ellison. Trying to save his 
company from Frankson’s rapacious 
talons, Ian visits Intel, hobnobs with 
venture capitalists and Swiss bank-
ers and generally deploys his hapless 
lightsaber against Frankson’s relent-
less Darth Vader.

Rowena returns from her father’s 
death to start her trial, a milestone 
in her career at the DA’s office. The 
defendant is a woman who was con-
vinced that she would get a coveted 
vice presidency and became so en-
raged when it appeared that she 
wouldn’t that she allegedly bumped 
off her best friend, the chosen candi-
date. This woman threatens Rowena 
in a courtroom outburst that does her 
no good in the eyes of the jury; Ian 
is convinced that she might be able 
to target Rowena, even from her jail 
cell.

In a shocking incident that opens 
the book, Ian and Rowena’s morning 

A smashing 
second mystery

Palo Alto Author Keith Raffel scores with another Silicon Valley thriller

Author Keith Raffel in his Palo Alto home.

Shaw
n Fender

rummage sale
Friday, October 9, 9-4

Saturday, October 10, 9-4

1220 Crane Street, Menlo Park
Russian Orthodox Church

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER  
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. WE DO BUSINESS 
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDER AL INTRUSION

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
Women Learning • Women Leading

Fall 2009 Open House Dates
Upper School (grades 9-12)

Tuesday, November 3
Sunday, December 6

To make a reservation or learn more 
 www.castilleja.org • 650.470.7733 • admission@castilleja.org

1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Middle School (grades 6-8)
Saturday, October 3
Sunday, November 15

  Educating Girls for the 21st Century
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AUTHOR, AUTHOR...
Upcoming book talks at Kepler’s 
include Judy Schachner (“Skip-
pyjon Jones: Lost in Spice”), Oct. 
4, 11:30 a.m.; Sara Paretsky  
(“Hardball: A V.I. Warshawski 
Novel”), Oct. 4, 2 p.m.; Jennifer 
Burns  (“Goddess of the Market: 
Ayn Rand and the American 
Right”), Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m.; Rich-
ard Dawkins  (“The Greatest 
Show on Earth: The Evidence 
for Evolution”), Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m.; 
Amber Tamblyn  (“Bang Ditto”), 
Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m.; Kevin Kil-
lian  (“My Vocabulary Did This 
to Me: The Collected Poetry of 
Jack Spicer”) and Rachel Loden  
(“Dick of the Dead”), Oct. 8, 7:30 
p.m.; Deborah Tannen  (“Mom 
Always Liked You Better: Sisters 
in Conversation Throughout 
Their Lives”), Oct. 9, 12 p.m.; 
Berkeley Breathed  (“Flawed 
Dogs: The Novel: the Shock-
ing Raid on Westminster”), Oct. 
9, 6:30 p.m.; LEGO Star Wars 
Party (“LEGO Star Wars: The 
Visual Dictionary”), Oct.  10, 2 
p.m.; Helen Thomas , Dean of 
the White House Press Corps 
(“Listen Up, Mr. President: Every-

thing You Always Wanted Your 
President to Know and Do”) and 
ongresswoman Barbara Lee  
(‘Renegade for Peace and Jus-
tice: Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee Speaks for Me”), Oct. 11, 2 
p.m.; Angie Sage  (“Septimus 
Heap: Book 5: Syren”), Oct. 12, 
7 p.m.; Thad Carhart  (“Across 
the Endless River”), Oct. 13, 
7 p.m.: Miriam Pawel (“The 
Union of Their Dreams: Power, 
Hope and Struggle in Cesar 
Chavez’s Farm Worker Move-
ment”), Oct. 27, 7:30 p.m.; Linda 
Gordon  (“Dorothea Lange: A Life 
Beyond Limits”), Oct. 13, 7:30 
p.m.; Tracy Kidder  (“Strength in 
What Remains: A Journey of Re-
membrance and Forgiveness”), 
Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.; James Ellroy  
(“Blood’s A Rover”), Oct. 16, 7:30 
p.m.; Laura Rennert (“Buying, 
Training, and Caring For Your 
Dinosaur”), Oct. 18, 11:30 a.m.; 
Alicia Silverstone  (“The Kind 
Diet: A Simple Guide to Feeling 
Great, Losing Weight, and Sav-
ing the Planet”), Oct. 19, 7:30 
p.m.; Keith Raffel  (“Smasher: A 
Silicon Valley Thriller”), Oct. 20, 
7:30 p.m.; Taylor Branch  (“The 
Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History 
with the President”), October 
21, 7:30 p.m.; A.S. Byatt  (“The 
Children’s Book: A Novel”), 
Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m.; Ling Chang 
Compestine  (“Boy Dumplings”), 
Oct. 25, 11:30 a.m.; Stefanos 

Zenios, Josh Makower, Paul 
Yock  (“Biodesign: The Process 
of Innovating Medical Technolo-
gies”), Oct. 26, 5:30 p.m.; Eoin 
Colfer  (“And Another Thing”), 
Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.; Michael Cha-
bon  (“Manhood for Amateurs: 
The Pleasures and Regrets of a 
Husband, Father, and Son”), Oct. 
29, 7:30 p.m.

MORE AUTHORS... At Books 
Inc., Town & Country Village, 
Palo Alto, book talks will be 
given by Peter Yarrow  (“Day Is 
Done!”), Oct. 9, 7 p.m.; David 
Sibley  (“The Sibley Guide to 
Trees”), Oct. 11, 3 p.m.; Ken 
Reed  (“He Flew Too High”), 
Oct. 22, 7 p.m.; Keith Raffel  
(“Smasher”), Oct. 24, 10 a.m.; 
Henry Pollack  (“A World without 
Ice”), Oct. 26, 7 p.m.

EVEN MORE AUTHORS... At 
Menlo Park Library, book talks 
will be given by Scott Wester-
field  (“Leviathan”) and Sarah 
Rees Brennan  (“The Demon’s 
Lexicon”), Oct. 8, 7 p.m.; Jeff 
Kinney  (“Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
Dog Days”), Oct. 20, 5 p.m. 

Items for Book Talk may be sent 
to Associate Editor Carol Blitzer, 
Palo Alto Weekly, P.O Box 1610, 
Palo Alto, CA 93202 or e-mailed 
to cblitzer@paweekly.com by the 
last Friday of the month.

City of Palo Alto
CALIFORNIA AVENUE STREETSCAPE 

IMPROVEMENTS  
PUBLIC MEETING

The City of Palo Alto is holding a public meeting  to gather 
input on tree selections to replace 63 trees recently 
removed from California Avenue. 

Thursday, October 8, 2009  6:30 p.m. 
Escondido School Auditorium
890 Escondido Road
Stanford, CA 94305

City staff will discuss the proposed project and gather 
public comment on the replacement tree selection and 
other project elements. 

Tree replacement is part of the comprehensive  Streetscape 
Improvements Project planned for California Avenue 
from El Camino Real to the Caltrain Station. The overall 
project includes replacement of street trees, furnishings, 
bike racks, news racks, repaving, new curb ramps, and 
restriping for accessibility parking, enhanced crosswalks 
and proposed lane modifications.
 
For more information, call (650) 617-3127 
or visit the project web site at at 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/calave

Tickets: www.IvesQuartet.org or 650.224.7849

Sunday, October 4, 7pm
Le Petit Trianon

72 North Fifth St.,
San Jose

Pre-concert talk at 
6:15pm

Friday, October 9, 8pm
St. Mark’s Church
600 Colorado Ave.,

Palo Alto
Pre-concert talk at 

7:15pm

Putting the Pieces Together
MOZART: Quartet in D major, K.499 “Hoffmeister”
QUINCY PORTER: Quartet No. 9
MENDELSSOHN: Quartet in E minor, Op.44, No. 2

Book 
Talk

run through the Stanford campus is 
interrupted in a way that echoes what 
happened to Isobel 40 years before. 
A large, dark car roars up. Ian bare-
ly manages to push Rowena out of 
the way, but doesn’t quite avoid the 
car himself. When he comes to, his 
fibula is poking out of his leg. And 
Rowena is still unconscious halfway 
down the hillside, having hit her 
head on a large tree. After immedi-
ate surgery to relieve the swelling 
of an epidural hematoma, Rowena 
sinks into a coma.

Ian has his hands full, limping 
around on his banged-up leg, trying 
to get justice for all — his wife, in-
jured by an unknown assailant’s car; 
his company, dead center in a hostile 
takeover; and not incidentally, his 
great-aunt, whose plight is on Ro-
wena’s mind the one time she rouses 
from her coma. Though not reli-
gious, sitting by Rowena’s hospital 
bed has made him acquainted with 
prayer. Thoughts of vengeance also 
preoccupy him; he’s convinced that 
the trial defendant has successfully 
carried out her threat to his wife, 
even though the police point out that 
perhaps he might have an enemy or 
two as well.

Among his investigations, Ian 
proves a sharp observer of the Sili-
con Valley scene, noting the flight of 
young technocrats to the hipness of 
San Francisco: “When I was a boy in 
Palo Alto, my father and thousands 
of commuters had driven or taken the 
train each morning to downtown San 
Francisco. Now ... San Franciscans 
in their twenties and thirties formed 
a daily traffic jam as they commuted 
south on 101 to the icons of the Val-
ley, Oracle, Torii, Cisco, Intel, and 
Apple, and the oodles of startups 
that aspired to the same status. The 
City had become the suburb.” Raffel 
does a good job of painting the local 
scenery too: “Turning my head to his 
office window, I saw that the thirsty 
hills across the Bay had quaffed the 
recent rains and turned a seasonal 

The Future 

of Bay Area 

Earthquakes

Commemorating 

L O M A  P R I E TA :  

October 15, 2009

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

October 17, 2009 marks the 20th anniversary of 
the Loma Prieta Earthquake. A panel of experts 
will reflect on what happened in 1989, the likely 
impact of future Bay Area earthquakes, progress 
in earthquake science and engineering, how the 
Bay Area can become more earthquake resilient, 
and earthquake preparedness. 

Memorial Auditorium

551 Serra Mall

Stanford Campus

Free and open to the public.

Call 650.725.4395
for more information. http://earthsciences.stanford.edu/lomaprieta

Co-sponsored by:

green.”
In untangling the threads that have 

ensnared his life, Ian discovers se-
crets, some old, some that tie into 
his previous experience with murder, 
and manages at last to make sense 

of it all, and to find that justice that 
proved so illusive. 

Mystery writer Lora Roberts can 
be reached at myslora@pacbell.
net. 
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Sports
Shorts

Stanford senior Chris Marinelli (63) and his offensive line teammates have done a great job of 
protecting quarterback Andrew Luck and blocking for running back Toby Gerhart this season.

Alex O
ppenheim

er/Stanford Athletics

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at 

UCLA, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College football: UCLA at Stanford, 

12:30 p.m., KGO (7); KNBR (1050 AM); 
KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s volleyball: Stanford at USC, 
7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

IT’S CATCHING . . .Three former 
Stanford catchers shared the field 
at AT&T Park for three games ear-
lier in the week when the Arizona 
Diamondbacks played a three-
game series against the San Fran-
cisco Giants. Arizona manager 
A.J. Hinch, D-backs’ backup 
John Hester and Giants’ first 
baseman Ryan Garko all played 
the position for Stanford coach 
Mark Marquess. Meanwhile, 
the Boston Red Sox designated 
Stanford grad Chris Carter for 
assignment on Monday. The team 
has 10 days to trade him, release 
him, or assign him outright to the 
minor leagues.

CARDINAL CORNER . . .  You’ve 
probably heard this before. It’s 
making the rounds again, so 
it’s likely true: sophomore Chris 
Owusu was named the Pac-10 
Football Special Teams Player of 
the Week after returning an open-
ing kickoff for a touchdown. Same 
time, last month, Owusu won his 
first Special Teams Player of the 
Week award for his effort against 
Washington State. This time 
around he returned the opening 
kickoff 91 yards against then No. 
24 Washington, and has tied a 
Pac-10 record (and set a Stanford 
record) with three kickoff returns 
for touchdowns in the same 
season. USC’s Anthony Davis 
did it in 1974 and UCLA’s Mat-
thew Slater repeated the effort in 
2007. Owusu leads the nation in 
kickoff return average with a 59.17 
average return. He’s returned six 
kickoffs for 355 yards. It was the 
second straight week Owusu 
returned the opening kickoff for a 
score. Against San Jose State, he 
went 94 yards . . . Stanford junior 
Bobby Warshaw has matched his 
goal total from last season after 
scoring twice in the Cardinal’s 
3-2 soccer win over Air Force on 
Friday night. The funny thing is, 
Warshaw is go longer playing for-
ward. He was switched to center 
back and has been impressive 
on defense. He still has a nose 
for the the net though and has 
helped Stanford win six straight 
after opening the season with a 
loss. Warshaw showed off his 
defensive skills Sunday in Stan-
ford’s 2-0 win over New Mexico. 
Warshaw was named to the 
TopDrawerSoccer.com national 
team of the week as a result of his 
performance over the weekend. 
Stanford is also ranked 25th in the 
nation by TopDrawerSoccer.com.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

PREP ROUNDUPPREP WATER POLO

Menlo-Atherton junior goalie Emily Dorst (right) had 14 saves in 
Wednesday’s 9-5 win over host Castilleja.

Keith Peters

M-A girls’ goal 
is playing 

with a purpose
by Keith Peters

T his could be one of those 
seasons that every coach and 
team dreams of for Chris Ru-

bin and his Menlo-Atherton girls’ 
water polo squad. The Bears appear 
to have everything going for them 
to win a second Central Coast Sec-
tion title in program history.

Menlo-Atherton has experience 
with eight seniors, four of whom 
start, off a 25-4 squad that lost the 
CCS Division I title last season in 
overtime to St. Francis. The Bears 
have the reigning CCS Division I 
Player of the Year in senior Rebecca 
Dorst plus CCS first-team returnees 
in senior Vanessa Lane and junior 
goalie Emily Dorst.

Menlo-Atherton is off to a 12-1 
start, having won the 15th annual 
Amanda MacDonald Invitational 
last weekend and is ranked No. 1 in 
the section.

The Bears were in a similar situa-
tion last season at this time with an 

Menlo girls 
keep a tradition 
intact at 159-0

by Keith Peters

T he last time the Menlo School 
girls’ tennis team lost a league 
match, most of its current play-

ers weren’t even born. The Knights 
lost the final regular-season match 
in the Girls Private School League 
in 1993 and haven’t lost since.

Tradition and that lengthy win-
ning streak continued on Tuesday 
as Menlo opened its 2009 West 
Bay Athletic League season with a 
7-0 victory over host Sacred Heart 
Prep. The Knights are now 159-0 
in league play since the start of the 
1994 season.

“It’s pretty unbelievable,” said 
Menlo coach Bill Shine, who hadn’t 
arrived at school yet when the streak 
started.

After Menlo won league titles in 
1994 and ‘95, Shine took over the 
program in 1996. The Knights have 
won 15 consecutive league titles — 
13 under Shine — and are favored 

11-2 record after 13 matches. M-A 
later was ranked No. 1 in the CCS 
until its 7-6 season-ending loss to 
the Lancers. That setback remains a 
constant reminder for Rubin and his 
team to be on guard.

“That was a bitter taste of defeat 
last year,” Rubin said of the CCS 
finale. “We don’t want to end the 
season that way again.”

Thus, the Bears aren’t getting 
cocky over their No. 1 ranking nor 

are they taking anyone too lightly. 
Rubin figures if it could happen last 
season, it could happen again.

Right now, however, the Bears 
are in very good position. The first 
half of the PAL Bay Division near-
ly over and one thing is perfectly 
clear: Menlo-Atherton is the team 
to beat.

The Bears made an emphatic 

(continued on page 40)(continued on page 38)

Gerhart, Luck 
stand behind 
their O-Line

Marinelli and his linemates doing 
a bang up job of protecting 

and blocking for offensive stars
by Rick Eymer

W hen Stanford redshirt freshman quarterback 
Andrew Luck enters the huddle, he turns to 
senior leadership such as running back Toby 

Gerhart and right tackle Chris Marinelli and calms 
down.

Marinelli (6-7, 300) is considered the heart and soul 
of the offensive line, and when he speaks, his team-
mates listen.

“I can’t say enough about Andrew Luck,” Marinelli 
said as the Cardinal (2-0, 3-1) faces its biggest chal-
lenge of the year to date in the form of undefeated 
UCLA (0-0, 3-0) on Saturday at 12:30 p.m. (ABC).

“The kid looks like a pro out there,” Marinelli said. 
“You don’t see what he’s saying in the huddle or how 
he leads the team. We’re vocal and positive and we 
feed off each other. He is blessed with talent beyond 
his years.”

The attention has focused on Stanford’s rushing at-
tack, and rightly so, but Luck is quietly putting to-
gether a solid season. He’s fifth in the Pac-10 with his 
185.5 yards a game passing and third in pass efficiency 
with a 146.4 rating.

Stanford ranks seventh as a team in passing offense, 
but first in pass efficiency.

It may be time to unleash the talent of the passing 
game.

“We anticipated that getting into this stretch of the 
schedule our passing game has to be more of a factor,” 
Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh said. “We have a ton 
of confidence in Andrew and our passing game. He’s 
right on track. He’s managed the team flawlessly.”

For Marinelli and his “Union,” protecting Luck and 
blocking for Gerhart, who rushed for 200 yards in 
Stanford’s 34-14 victory over Washington last week, 
is not just a source of pride but a way of life on the 

(continued on page 37)
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Sports

CLOSED SESSION
1.   Subject:   Frank Benikovsky, et al v. Gerson, Baker & Associates; Oak Creek Apartments; City of Palo 

Alto, Santa Clara County Superior Court, Case No.  1-08-CV-129575  
Subject Authority:  Government Code section 54956.9(a)

7:00 PM or as soon as possible thereafter  
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM

2.   Joint Meeting with the Utilities Advisory Commission (UAC) Regarding the Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
Update on Role and Scope of the UAC

7:30 PM or as soon as possible thereafter  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

3.   Adoption of a Resolution Expressing Appreciation to Phillip Ignoffo Upon His Retirement
4.   Approval of a Utilities Enterprise Fund Contract with CAD Masters, Inc. in an Amount Not to Exceed 

$995,397 for a Geospatial Design and Management Solution Project to Maintain Utilities, Fiber Optic, 
Traffic Signal and Street Light Data

5.   Approval to Amend the Existing Blanket Purchase Order with Oldcastle Precast to Appropriate 
$350,000 for the Purchase of Electric Utility Vaults and Equipment Pads Required for Capital Im-
provement Projects (CIP) and to Provide Service to New Customers

6.   Utilities Advisory Commission Recommendation to Adopt a Resolution Approving Changes to the 
City of Palo Alto Utilities Procedures for Customer Credit Security in Accordance with the Fair and 
Accurate Transactions Act of 2003

7.   Policy & Services Committee Recommendation to Review Agenda Format 
8.   Policy & Services Committee Recommendation on WorkPlan 
9.   Acceptance of Annual Report of Williamson Act Contracts Within the City of Palo Alto
10.   Approval of Contract No. C10133497 with Advanced Processing West, Incorporated (ADPI) for Up to 

Three Years in an Amount Not to Exceed $166,667 Per Year for Ambulance Billing Services  
(Continued from September 21, 2009)

11.   Approval of Contract Amendment No. 14 Extending the Term of the Rail Shuttle Bus Administration 
Agreement with the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board Through 6/30/09 and Increasing the Ex-
penditure Limit by $368,000 for a Total of $2,610,419

12.   Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract C08126041 with Siegfried Engineering, Inc. in the Amount 
of $70,069 for a Total Not to Exceed Amount of $614,436 for the Eleanor Pardee Park and Main 
Library/Community Gardens Emergency Water Supply Wells Project 

13.   Approval of an Agreement with Van Scoyoc Associates not to Exceed $xxx,xxx Over a Three-Year 
Term for Federal Legislative Activities

14.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the Zoning Map to Change the Zone Designation 
for Approximately 0.30 Acre at 4261 and 4273 El Camino Real (Dinah’s Hotel) from RM-15 (Low Den-
sity Residential Multi-Family) to CS(L)(D) (Service Commercial with Landscape and Site and Design 
Review Combining Districts)  
*This item is quasi-judicial and subject to Council’s Disclosure Policy  
(First reading September 14, 2009 – Passed 8-1 Espinosa no)

15.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Approving and Adopting a Plan for Improvements to Henry 
W. Seale Park (First reading September 21, 2009 – Passed 9-0)

16.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Approving and Adopting a Plan for Improvement to John 
Lucas Greer Park  
(First reading September 21, 2009 – Passed 9-0)

17.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Title 21 (Subdivisions) and Title 18 (Zoning) of 
the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Define the Minimum Width for Private Streets and Excluding Private 
Streets from the Calculation of Floor Area.  
(First reading September 21, 2009 – 8-1 Barton no)

18.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Title 10 by Repealing Chapter 10.46 (Residential 
Permit Parking) of Title 10 (Vehicles and Traffic) of the Palo Alto Municipal Code in its Entirety and 
Enacting a New Chapter 10.46 (College Terrace Residential Parking Permit Program) (RPPP)  
(First reading September 21, 2009 – Passed 8-0 Barton not participating)

19.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Uncodified Ordinance Extending the Life of Valid Permits Which are 
Currently Active or are Approved by June 30, 2010, Pursuant to Title 18 (Zoning) of the Palo Alto 
Municipal Code  
(First reading September 21, 2009 – Passed 9-0)

20.   2nd Reading Adoption of an Ordinance Amending PAMC Chapter 18.28 Related to Development 
Standards in the Open Space (OS) Zone District.  
(First reading September 21, 2009 – Passed 8-1 Barton no)

21.   Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Update
22.   Status Report on California Avenue Street Improvements and Recommendations for Community 

Engagement Regarding Removal of City Owned Street Trees and Approval of Recommended Action 
Plan for Community Engagement and Board and Commission Review of Tree Replacement and Other 
California Avenue Street Improvements Including Addition of New Street Furniture, and Street Repav-
ing and Restriping

23.   Policy & Services Committee Recommendation to Continue the Open City Hall Online Forum  
(Continued by Council  Motion on September 21, 2009)

24.   Colleague’s Memo from Council Members Kishimoto, Klein, and Yeh Regarding Directing the City 
Manager to Explore Ways to Reduce Potable Water Use in Palo Alto by 20 Percent by 2020  
(Continued by Council Motion on September 21, 2009)

CLOSED SESSION
THE FOLLOWING CLOSED SESSION WILL BE HELD WITH THE CITY LABOR NEGOTIATORS.
25.   CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS  

Agency Negotiator: City Manager and his designees pursuant to Merit System Rules and Regulations 
(James Keene, Kelly Morariu, Russ Carlsen, Sandra Blanch, Darrell Murray, Marcie Scott, Lalo Perez, 
Joe Saccio) Employee Organization: Local 521 Service Employees International Union Authority: 
Government Code Section 54957.6(a)

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Finance Committee Meeting has been cancelled for Tuesday, October 06, 2009

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL MEETING-COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
OCTOBER 05, 2009  -  6:30 PM

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE  
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1  

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26Palo Alto, Gunn all set
for league openers

Menlo gets back to action after bye week while M-A looks 
for its second straight win after ending its losing streak

by Tim Goode

F or the Palo Alto and Gunn 
football teams, it’s time to get 
down to business. For Menlo, 

it’s time to shake off the rustiness 
of a bye week. For Menlo-Atherton, 
it’s time to see if the Bears can win 
two straight. For Sacred Heart Prep 
and Pinewood, it’s time for a break 
after two more big victories.

Palo Alto (2-1) and Gunn (2-1) 
will open their league seasons on 
Friday night at 7:30 p.m. The Vi-
kings will play host to Saratoga in 
the SCVAL De Anza Division while 
the Titans will host Lynbrook in the 
SCVAL El Camino Division.

Both teams head into league play 
while coming off victories a week 
ago. Palo Alto routed visiting Gil-
roy, 61-7, while Gunn held off host 
Hillsdale, 25-20.

Palo Alto and Gunn will face each 
other on Oct. 9 on the Titans’ field 
in their final nonleague game of the 
season at 7:30 p.m.

For Paly, the Saratoga game be-
gins a three-game stretch of very 
winnable games. After that, the 
Vikings face Mountain View, Los 
Gatos and Wilcox in three crucial 
games to conclude the final four 
weeks of the season. Paly also has 
a winnable game at Mountain View 
on Nov. 6.

Thus, it’s important that Paly wins 
the games it’s favored to win now 
while building momentum for the 
later showdowns.

Such was the case last week when 
Palo Alto needed to beat Gilroy in 
order to bounce back from a loss to 
Mitty a week earlier. The Vikings 
did just that.

Not only did the Vikings put up a 
lot of points, but their defense lim-
ited Gilroy to just 110 total yards, 
including a minus 29 yards on the 
ground. Paly picked off two passes 
and got two sacks from defensive 
tackle A.J. Castillo, who sparked 
a defensive line effort that made 
life miserable for Gilroy QB Nick 
Marra, who was held to a minus-34 
yards rushing.

Palo Alto junior quarterback 
Christoph Bono, meanwhile, threw 
four touchdown passes while com-
pleting 11 of 19 passes for 225 
yards. Senior wideout Joc Pederson 
caught two TD passes that covered 
15 and 35 yards, both in the first 
quarter when Paly grabbed a 20-0 
lead. Pederson finished with four 
catches for 107 yards, his second 
straight game with more than 100 
receiving yards.

Gunn, meanwhile, spent this week 
sharpening its special teams, which 
nearly cost the Titans the win over 
Hillsdale. Should Gunn beat Lyn-
brook, it will be its first back-to-
back wins in six years.

Midway through the third quarter 
it appeared that Gunn had control of 
the game when Josh Jackson scored 
from two yards out to put the Titans 
up 19-7. However, Hillsdale’s Jovon 

Carter returned the kickoff 92 yards 
for a touchdown to cut the score to 
19-14.

The Titans’ next drive stalled 
near midfield and special teams 
had a meltdown again as Hilldale’s 
Anthony Huni went down the right 
sideline for a 75-yard punt return to 
give Hillsdale a 20-19 lead. At one 
point in the third quarter Hillsdale 
had run only three plays in the first 
10:30 of the quarter but still had 
managed to score two touchdowns.

Fortunately for Gunn, the Titans 
were able to move the ball effectively 
down the field as the heat took a toll 
on Hillsdale as numerous Knights 
suffered from cramps. The Titans 
went up late in the third quarter as 
a 41-yard pass from Anthony Can-
non to Jon Zeglin set up a one-yard 
touchdown run by Jonathan Godoy 
to put the Titans up 25-20.

Menlo-Atherton 21, Leigh 20
The Bears (1-3) will be looking 

for a second straight victory at Sea-
side on Friday night at 7 p.m., after 
holding on for their first victory last 
Saturday against visiting Leigh.

M-A scored a long touchdown 
on a play with two linemen in the 
backfield; had its second score set-
up by a lateral after a squib kick 
that ended in a 72-yard return; and 
a sophomore quarterback taking his 
first snaps leading the game-win-
ning drive.

A completed two-point conver-
sion and a subsequent fumble re-
covery ultimately earned the Bears 
a victory over previously unbeaten 
Leigh.

“Everyone was a little uptight af-
ter the first three games,” said M-A 
first-year coach Tony Rosso. “But 
the kids played hard up front and 
played hard to the end. I told the 
players if we can be a 1-3 team after 
our schedule (Wilcox, Los Gatos, 
Valley Christian) we have a chance 
to be a successful team. That’s one-
in-a-row.”

Menlo-Atherton scored the win-
ning TD when Michael Brown ran it 
in from five yards out in the fourth 
quarter. The Bears trailed 20-19 at 
that point, but didn’t hesitate to go 
for the win. It ran an option pitch left 
to Brown for the winning points.

Leigh still had a shot to win when 
it drove to the M-A 30 with a first 
down with 2:04 left, but M-A’s Tiu-
lipe Lolohea got in on a sack and 
recovered a fumble to preserve the 
victory.

SH Prep 42, Silver Creek 21
Sacred Heart Prep has a bye on its 

football schedule this week, which 
may be a good thing for its oppo-
nents. The Gators are off to a 3-1 
start and are averaging 31.2 points a 
game while allowing just 18.

Senior Chris Gaertner led the Ga-
tors with 177 yards on just five car-
ries. He scored on runs of 91 and 
70 yards. ■

PREP FOOTBALL
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SportsParkinson’s Disease and Urinary Bladder Problems?
A new experimental study is being con-

ducted in the Urology Department of the 
Stanford University Hospital and Clinics by 
Dr. Rodney Anderson. Patients who have 

a diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease and 
urinary bladder problems of frequency, ur-
gency or urinary incontinence are invited 
to inquire about their qualification to par-
ticipate. There is no cost to participating.

Please contact:   
Dr. Rodney Anderson  
Department of Urology  
Stanford University:  
(650) 498-4240

Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Charles Dickens
and the

Woman’s Club
of Palo Alto

Speaker: Speaker: Margaret Rodgers Feuer, Former president, Woman’s Club
Sunday, Octobef 4, 2009 at 2pmSunday, Octobef 4, 2009 at 2pm

Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo AltoLucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto
Refr c rgeRefr c rge

FALL SALE

SELECTED:

Roman Shades 20% off

Wallpaper 20% off
Sale Runs October 1-31

Additional  
Hunter Duglas Rebates  

$25-$600

360 California Ave, Palo Alto 
650-326-9285 

www.californiapaint.com(650) 289-5405 | www.avenidasvillage.org

“The social 
programs 
 appealed to 
us … and that’s 
why we joined 
Avenidas Village.”

NC

Show your support 
         while you save.

together
for a cure

Look 
inside for 

this week’s 
deals!

t 
ve.

STANFORD ROUNDUP

Another battle
is a-Bruin

in water polo
No. 1 Stanford men 
play host to UCLA 

in showdown Saturday
by Rick Eymer

T here’s a battle going on Satur-
day at Stanford between the 
Cardinal and UCLA, two of 

the top teams in the nation, and it 
has nothing to do with football.

Tired of those same old tailgate 
parties? Need a quick fix of compe-
tition to get ready for a three-hour 
plus football game?

It’s as close as the Avery Aquatic 
Center. That’s where No. 1 Stanford 
(0-0, 8-0) hosts the Bruins at 10:30 
a.m. in a Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation match that will go a long 
way in determining who gets the 
top seed for the all-encompassing 
MPSF tournament, and who will be 
in the driver’s seat when it comes 
time to decide an at-large bid into 
the NCAA tournament.

UCLA (1-0, 9-1) won its first nine 
matches before falling to Stanford, 
6-5, in the finals of the NorCal tour-
nament two weeks ago.

Stanford moved into the nation’s 
top spot after beating California (by 
a single goal) and UCLA two weeks 
ago. The Bruins moved into the No. 
2 spot after beating then top-ranked 
USC (by a single goal) in the semi-
finals of the tournament.

Stanford is ranked at the top of the 
polls for the first time in five years.

Saturday’s match features, ar-
guably, the top two goalies in the 
nation. UCLA’s Chay Lapin is 
an Olympian, Stanford’s Jimmie 
Sandman is an Olympian in the 
making.

Lapin has averages of 5.60 saves 
per game and 3.30 goals-against av-
erage.

Sandman, a Menlo School grad, is 
averaging 8.25 saves per game and 
allowing just 4.88 goals per game. 
He’ll face, among others, fellow 
Menlo grad Ben Hohl.

The Wigo Brothers, Drac and Jan-
son, are never too far apart when it 
comes to the goals column on the 
stat sheet. Drac leads the team with 
28 goals (17 during the NorCal tour-
nament) while Janson is second with 
18.

Women’s swimming 
Stanford opens its season Friday, 

hosting San Jose State at the Avery 
Aquatics Center at 2 p.m.

The Cardinal finished fourth at 
the NCAA Championships last sea-
son and return two of America’s top 
swimmers in 19-time All-Amer-
icans Elaine Breeden, a two-time 
butterfly champion, and Julia Smit, 
a three-time NCAA champion in the 
individual medley and American re-
cord holder.

Breeden owns the school record 
in the 100 and 200 fly, while Smit is 
a member of 11 top 10 lists at Stan-
ford, including individual records in 
the 100 free and 200 and 400 indi-
vidual medleys. ■
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Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission shall 
conduct a special meeting at 6:30 PM, Wednesday, October 
14, 2009 in the Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Ham-
ilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear 
and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main web-
site at www.cityofpaloalto.org. and also at the Planning Division 
Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding 
the meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the Development 
Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

Public Hearing:

1.  2180 El Camino Real (The New College Terrace Cen-
tre)*:  Zone Change from Neighborhood Commercial (CN) Dis-
trict to Planned Community (PC) District for a mixed use project 
having 57,360 square feet of floor area including 8,000 square 
feet of grocery (intended for JJ&F Market), 5,580 square feet of 
other retail, 8 affordable one-bedroom residential units, 38,980 
square feet of office use, and two levels of below-grade parking 
facilities and surface parking facilities providing 227 parking spac-
es on the property, and (2) a Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
to assign the Mixed Use land use designation to a site currently 
designated as Neighborhood Commercial.  Environmental As-
sessment: A Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared. 

Other Items:
2.  Review and discussion of major themes and vision statements of 

the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Minutes of September 9, 2009

NEXT MEETING:  Special Meeting of October 21, 2009 at 6:00 
PM

Questions.  Any questions regarding the above applications, please 
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2440.  The files relat-
ing to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the 
hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. This public meeting is televised live on 
Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities, 
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn 
more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams, Interim Planning Director

 NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
of the Palo Alto  

Planning & Transportation  
Commission

This Sunday: Refinancing Redemption to Avoid Foreclosure of the Soul 
Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman preaching

World Communion Sunday
Concert on Sunday at 4:00 p.m. – Robert Bates, Organist

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,
and the Memorial Church Choir, 

under the direction of Gregory Wait.
http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

University Public Worship
Stanford Memorial Church

Sundays, 10:00 am
Sermons by the Dean, the Senior Associate Dean 

and the Associate Dean for Religious Life,  
as well as occasional guest speakers.

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us. 

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s
Biblically based Sermons and

Worship Service 10:30 AM

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto

Office Hours: 8-4 M-F 
625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

(650) 323-6167  

Sunday Services  – 8:30 & 10:25
Sunday School  – 9:00

Rev. Love & Rev. McHugh

A Guide to 
the Spiritual Community

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing 

religious services. 
To inquire about or make space reservations 
for Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 326-8210 x221 or 
email byoc@paweekly.com

gridiron.
“It all comes down to the offensive 

line executing,” Gerhart said. “The 
big runs are also a product of the 
receivers blocking. They like block-
ing for me and I like running behind 
them. It’s a great relationship.”

The moniker ‘Union,” is short for 
Tunnel Diggers Union, a tribute to 
Marinelli’s father, and represents 
the offensive line’s ability to open 
holes.

“We never want to let that guy feel 
pressure,” Marinelli said, “We never 
what him to be touched.”

So far the plan has worked well. 
Stanford has allowed two sacks in 
four games for a loss of six yards, 
both tops in the conference.

Marinelli has a personal stake in 
the game as well. He was injured 
during last year’s Bruins’ come-
from-behind 23-20 victory and 
that’s been his motivation.

“We stumbled over ourselves 
in the second half of that game,” 
Marinelli said. “I got hurt and this 
is what I worked for.”

Led by Gerhart, Stanford also 
leads the Pac-10 in rushing and 
that’s another source of pride for 
the ‘Union.’

“That guy is crazy,” Marinelli 
said. “He’s so talented, so physical 
and so fast we often can’t catch up 
to him.”

Harbaugh said the offensive line 
is a collective effort.

“It’s the group,” he said. “(Line 
coaches) Greg Roman and Tim 
Drevno have been extremely cre-
ative in scheming the running game. 
More than anything they block at the 
point of attack. There are five or six 
basic running plays that everybody 
uses. With them it’s more like 30 or 
40 because they give new looks to 
the same plays.”

Marinelli has to rub his eyes when 
he sees Roman and Drevno start 
prepping for a game seconds after 
the last one has finished.

“Those guys plan like no one I’ve 
seen,” Marinelli said. “The game 
ends and for the next 48 hours they 
are on to the next game. They look 
like they don’t get any sleep. There’s 
never a dull moment. They are on 
us like never before, harping on the 
little things.”

Harbaugh would like to see senior 
tackle Allen Smith get more action 
as he recovers from injuries. That 
doesn’t mean he’s unhappy with 
anyone in the group. Newcomers 
Jonathan Martin and David DeCas-
tro receive nothing but accolades 
from the coaching staff as they’ve 
moved into the starting lineup along 
with Marinelli, Andrew Phillps and 
Chase Beeler.

“There’s real chemistry in that 
room,” Harbaugh said. “There’s 
camaraderie and affection for each 
other.”

Notes from Dave Kiefer (Stan-
ford Sports Information) There’s 
no telling what little Addison Har-
baugh may do if inspired enough by 
her father’s rendition of “Ay Ziggy 
Zoomba” as her father’s football 
team.

Addison’s father is Stanford foot-
ball coach Jim Harbaugh, and “Ay 
Ziggy Zoomba” is an inspirational 
fight song now reaching a third gen-

Stanford football
(continued from page 34)

eration of Harbaughs.
Just as his father, Jack, sang it to 

him when he was little, Jim sings 
it to 1-year-old Addison, whether 
changing her diapers or serenading 
her goodnight.

Ay Ziggy Zoomba indeed.
Stanford players have felt the 

Zoomba love after each victory, 
singing the traditional cheer in 
celebration with such zest that the 
locker room walls can hardly hold 
back the volume.

Harbaugh has brought “Ay Zig-
gy Zoomba” to Stanford this year 
with help from Jack, who has led 
the Stanford players in the cheer 
the past two weeks. It is the tradi-
tional fight song at Bowling Green 
State University, where Jack went 
to school and passed on to his 
sons.

“I’ve heard it in my head for 40 
years,” Jim said.

Jim taught the song during train-
ing camp, albeit with some varia-
tions on lyrics.

“Roll along, you Stanford war-
riors,” sang Harbaugh, with enthu-
siasm, to a group of reporters this 
week. “Roll along, and fight for L-

S-J-U!”
Now, “Ay Ziggy Zoomba” has be-

come a postgame victory staple.
“They get a charge out of it,” he 

said.
No word yet from Addison, at 

least that we can understand.
God-given talent:  Where did 

running back Toby Gerhart, who 
rushed for a collegiate high 200 
yards last week, get his running in-
stincts?

“Mom, Dad and God,” Harbaugh 
said. “They just come out of the crib 
with it. They either have it or they 
don’t.”

Thoughts on USC’s Stafon 
Johnson:  The injury to USC se-
nior tailback Stafon Johnson no 
doubt created a collective grimace 
throughout the athletic world, in 
which the bench press is one of the 
foundations to strength training in 
any sport. Johnson was bench press-
ing a reported 275 pounds when the 
bar slipped out of his hands, send-
ing the weight crashing against his 
throat. Johnson underwent seven 
hours of surgery to repair a crushed 
neck and larynx and his USC career 
is expected to be over. ■
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THE ECONOMY 
MAY BE IN BAD SHAPE, 

BUT YOU 
DON’T HAVE TO BE.

650.944.8555    1625 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

WE OFFER
Fitness Evaluations | Personal Training
Yoga | Circuit Training | Pilates 
Cardio Box | Spin | TRX Training & much more!

CLAIM YOUR FITNESS STIMULUS TODAY!

FITNESS STIMULUS CHECK

Join before 11/30/09 to claim 
your fi tness credit windfall!
**Some restrictions apply.

Payable To: $

DOLLARS

NEW MEMBER
Fifty and 00/100

50.00
2009

City of Palo Alto

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration 
has been prepared by the Palo Alto Department of Planning and 
Community Environment for the project listed below.  This document 
will be available for review and comment during a minimum 20-day 
inspection period beginning October 7, 2009 through October 26, 
2009 during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 
4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, 
California.

This project is tentatively scheduled for consideration by the Planning 
and Transportation Commission at a public hearing on Wednesday, 
October 28, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Palo Alto City Council Chambers 
on the first floor of the Civic Center, located at 250 Hamilton Avenue, 
Palo Alto, California. 

California Avenue Streetscape Improvements: Request 
by Public Works Engineering, on behalf of the City of Palo Alto, for 
Architectural Review of streetscape improvements on California Avenue 
(100-400 blocks). The project primarily includes upgrades to the street 
benches, trash containers, bike racks, newspaper stands, and the 
replacement of street trees and the existing fountain. The project also 
includes enhanced pedestrian features and parking/road restriping. 

 
Curtis Williams,  

Director of Planning and Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers 
and Council Conference Room.  Sign language interpreters will be 
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

O C T O B E R  7  –  N O V E M B E R  1

By Aaron Posner and

Chaim Potok
Based on the novel by Chaim Potok
Directed by Aaron Davidman

Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts

“Spellbinding...PURE MAGIC”
Chicago Sun-Times

Low-priced 
previews
Oct 7, 8, 9
GET TICKETS TODAY! 
theatreworks.org  
650.463.1960 or
650.903.6000 

statement last weekend with a 6-5 
win over St. Francis in the Mac-
Donald tourney title match and 
followed that up with a significant 
9-5 triumph over host Castilleja on 
Wednesday.

The Gators (4-1, 6-4) came into 
the match unbeaten in league and 
ranked No. 5 in the section. More-
over, they played like a team not 
intimidated by M-A’s lofty status. 
Castilleja grabbed a 2-0 lead in the 
first quarter on goals by juniors 
Natasha von Kaeppler and Barba-
ra Peterson. The Gators trailed by 
only 3-2 at halftime while making 
the Bears work for everything with 
a smart, pressing defense.

“We kind of expected that, be-
cause the (small) size of the pool,” 
said Rubin, whose team improved 
to 5-0 in league. “They played us 
close for the first half. It’s tough to 
come in here.”

One reason is that both coaches 
know each other well. Castilleja 
coach Ted Minnis and Rubin both 
graduated from M-A and Minnis 
(Class of ‘88) coached Rubin (Class 
of ‘97). The mentor maybe did too 
good of a job.

Menlo-Atherton held only a 3-2 
lead at half following a goal by 
Sarah Winters, 
who tipped in a 
pass from Bec-
ca Dorst. The 
Gators tied the 
match at 3 on 
a long outside 
shot from von 
Kaeppler.

At that point, 
M-A scored six 
straight goals 
spanning the 
final 2:48 of 
the third quar-
ter late into the fourth to take a com-
fortable 9-3 lead.

“I think it was just a matter of set-
tling down,” Rubin said.

That, and Dorst figuring a way 
to get the ball in scoring position. 
She started the six-goal onslaught 
before scoring twice more in the 
fourth quarter, the first coming on a 
backhand goal. She capped a four-
goal game with a five-meter penalty 
shot with 4:59 to play. Sophomore 
Marie Popp finished the Bears’ 
scoring before Castilleja added two 
late scores.

Winters finished with two goals 
while M-A senior Vanessa Lane 
and junior MJ O’Neill added solo 
goals.

The victory puts M-A in control 
of the league with one more match 
against Castilleja, in the Bears’ 
pool. Menlo-Atherton has no more 
tournaments between now and then 
and has time to work on improving 
things for the postseason.

The same pretty much goes for 
Castilleja.

“This was the first big game for 
us,” Minnis said. “You hate to lose, 
but there are some things we can 
build on. We don’t have to worry 
about them in CCS (Castilleja is in 
D-2 while M-A is in D-1) . . . Your 
season’s defined by how you do in 
CCS.”

Water polo
(continued from page 34)

(continued on next page)

Sarah Winters
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  ·  B U R L I N G A M E  ·  S A N  M A T E O  ·  P A L O  A L T O  ·  L O S  A L T O S

Business | Personal

At Borel Private Bank in Palo Alto, our success 
is built on relationships, both business and 
personal. Having a bank that understands both is 
like having, well, money in the bank.

Borel – where business and personal banking meet.

R E L A T I O N S H I P  B A N K I N G

Member of Boston Private Wealth Management Group

245 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 

www.borel.com | 650.463.8700
EQUAL HOUSING

LENDERMEMBER FDIC

business banking:
business loans, messenger 
service, cash management 

personal banking: 
checking, online banking, 
home loans, cds

18th Annual

October 3 & 4, 2009
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

5

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Jennie Christensen
Priory cross country

Erin McLaughlin
Castilleja volleyball

Erin Robinson
Gunn cross country

Heather Smith
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Marietta Tuionetoa
Menlo-Atherton tennis

Melanie Wade
Palo Alto volleyball

Philip Bamberg
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Christoph Bono*
Palo Alto football

Michael Brown
Menlo-Atherton football

Chris Gaertner
Sacred Heart Prep football

Blake Johnson
Gunn football

Jed Springer
Menlo-Atherton water polo

Emily Dorst (L), 
Becca Dorst

Menlo-Atherton High
The sisters helped the 
Bears go 6-0 in water polo 
as Becca, a senior, scored 
22 goals and Emily, a junior 
goalie, had over 40 saves to 
help M-A win four matches 
and the MacDonald Invita-
tional championship.

David Culpan
Sacred Heart Prep

The senior scored 19 goals 
in four water polo victories 
as the Gators swept to the 
championship of the CCS-
NCS Challenge, topped by 
a 9-8 victory over Acalanes 
in the finale where Culpan 
scored four goals, avenging 
SHP’s only loss.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Honorable mention 

“We played with a lot more poise 
under pressure,” said SHP coach 
Brian Kreutzkamp, explaining the 
difference in the two matches with 
Acalanes, rated the top team in the 
East Bay. “We were down 7-5 go-
ing into the fourth and outscored 
them 4-1 to win by one. Up until 
then, we could not get much going. 
. . ..I liked the way we kept fighting 
in that last quarter. We could have 
given up when we were down 7-5 
after three.”

Sacred Heart Prep came into the 
tournament having played only one 
match, the loss to Acalanes in the 
first week of September. While 
Kreutzkamp knows his defense 
could be better, the offense certainly 
was there.

“We are a bit behind in the game 
situation stuff,” he said, “but we will 
get there over the next few weeks.”

Bamberg scored the go-ahead 
goal in the finale with just 55 sec-
onds left to play. He finished with 
three goals in the match and 13 for 
the tournament. David Culpan led 
the way with four goals in the fi-
nals and 19 for the tourney as the 
Gators outscored the opposition, 
53-21.

Menlo-Atherton (8-4) finished 
3-1 in the tourney while Menlo (8-4) 

was 2-2 in the CCS-NCS Challenge. 
The Bears beat De La Salle on Sat-
urday morning and capped the tour-
ney in a big way with a 7-6 triumph 
over the Knights in the fifth-place 
game of the 32-team tourney.

The Bears’ victory over the 
Knights is believed to be their first 
since 2002. Instrumental in the vic-
tory was M-A sophomore goalie 
Alex Gow’s 14 blocked shots.

In the ‘B’ Bracket of the 32-team 
tournament, Gunn went 3-1 and 
reached the championship match 
before falling to Los Gatos, 9-7, on 
Saturday in the Wildcats’ pool. The 
Titans (8-2) opened with a 15-4 win 
over Berkeley and then topped Le-
land, 11-6, both at Acalanes High. 
On Saturday, Gunn blasted Califor-
nia High, 18-8, before running into 
Los Gatos.

Gunn (3-1, 8-3) wasn’t able to car-
ry any momentum into this week’s 
SCVAL De Anza Division action, 
dropping a 13-6 decision to host Los 
Altos in a showdown between the 
divisions’s unbeaten teams.

Elsewhere, Palo Alto (2-2, 5-8) 
was dunked by host Los Gatos, 
18-7.

Palo Alto played host to Gunn on 
Thursday (see results at www.PAS-
portsOnline.com). ■

Minnis thought his team did a 
good job, especially allowing Dorst 
only two natural goals. The other 
two came when M-A had a 6-on-5 
advantage and the other was the 
penalty shot.

“We made a couple of mistakes 
and they capitalized,” Minnis said. 
“They’re a good team and good 
teams do that.”

Peterson and von Kaeppler led the 
Gators with two goals each. 

Elsewhere in the PAL, Menlo fell 
behind by three goals in the open-
ing quarter and couldn’t make up 
the difference while dropping a 
9-6 decision to host Burlingame on 
Wednesday. Hailey Smith scored 
four times to lead the Knights (2-3, 
4-8).

In the SCVAL De Anza Division, 
Gunn and Palo Alto both dropped 
matches on Tuesday.

Palo Alto (2-2, 6-6) lost to host 
Los Gatos, 8-4, while Gunn (2-2, 
5-3) fell to host Los Altos, 11-3, for 
the Titans’ second-straight league 
loss. The Vikings played host to the 
Titans on Thursday evening (results 
online at www.PASportsOnline.
com).

Sacred Heart Prep (1-0, 7-3) 
opened its West Catholic Athletic 
League season with a 10-1 blasting 
of visiting St. Ignatius this week. 
Heather Smith scored three goals 
and Catherine Donahoe had 11 
saves in goal to spark the Gators.

Boys’ water polo
Menlo maintained its one-game 

lead in the PAL Bay Division with 
a dominating 18-5 victory over host 
Burlingame on Wednesday. The 
Knights (5-0, 10-4) got five goals 
from John Holland-McCowan and 
four from Jack Finch in easily dis-
patching the Panthers.

Nick Hale added three goals as 
eight Menlo players scored while 
three goalies saw action in the cage. 
Menlo held a 14-1 halftime lead and 
coasted from there.

In a nonleague match, Menlo-
Atherton scored a decisive 12-8 vic-
tory over Soquel in a rare evening 
match at the M-A Spieker Aquatics 
Center on Wednesday.

The Bears (9-4), ranked No. 5 in 
the CCS this week,  opened up a 
four-goal lead midway through the 
second quarter only to have the Mp. 
8-ranked Knights score two unan-
swered goals to close the first half 
at 7-5.

A tight third period saw only one 
tally by M-A, but coach Johnny Be-
ga’s squad outscored Soquel 4-3 in 
the final stanza, giving up two goals 
in the final minute. Senior two-me-
ter man Jed Springer led all scorers 
with five goals while Scott Swartz 
added three more.

With Connor Still and Philip 
Bamberg each scoring five goals, 
Sacred Heart Prep dunked host St. 
Ignatius, 18-7, to open the WCAL 
on Tuesday in San Francisco. The 
Gators won for a fifth straight time 
after capturing last weekend’s CCS-
NCS Challenge at St. Francis High.

On Friday, the Gators topped 
Drake (14-4) and Menlo-Atherton 
(16-6) before beating Los Altos 
(14-3) and Acalanes (9-8) on Sat-
urday.

Water polo
(continued from previous page)
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We never forget it’s your home.®

9

Saturday, October 10, 9:00am – 11:00am
Your Forever Home
Harrell Design Center, Mtn. View

Saturday, October 17, 10:30am -12:30pm
Whole House Remodels
Kepler’s Bookstore, Menlo Park

Saturday, October 17, 9:00am – 4:00pm
Your Forever Home
Palo Alto Adult School, Palo Alto

Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Home Design and 
Remodeling Workshops
For homeowners interested in learning 
more about the remodeling process, these 
interactive workshops promise to be 
informative and fun.

to make it 16 after beating perennial 
contender Sacred Heart Prep.

Menlo’s focus, of course, is on im-
proving and preparing for the post-
season. The streak is pretty much an 
afterthought.

“We haven’t talked about it,” 
Shine said. “I don’t think the fresh-
men even know about it. The older 
kids know.”

Shine also knows that the streak 
will end some day, but perhaps 
not any time soon. Still, he doesn’t 
want to burden his players with the 
thought of carrying history on their 
backs.

“I don’t want them to think that it’s 
their fault (when the streak ends),” 
Shine said, “because it’s not.”

Menlo has five seniors this sea-
son and three of them contributed 
to Tuesday’s victory -- Alex Heaney, 
Sydney Matteson and Anjali Rana-
dive. Heaney teamed with junior 
Eliza Adams for a 6-1, 6-3 victory 
over Kelsey Hemm and Isabelle 
Thompson at No. 1 doubles. Rana-

dive won at No. 3 singles over Kris-
ten Rodgers, 6-1, 6-4, and Matteson 
wrapped up the shutout with a 6-1, 
3-6, 6-1 triumph over Alex Marshall 
at No. 4 singles.

Matteson is helping continue the 
winning tradition in league play, 
following in the footsteps of her 
graduated sister, Courtney. Sydney 
said she has spoken with Courtney 
about the streak.

“She joked about it; how we won’t 
do as well as they did,” Sydney said. 
“All the seniors, including me, defi-
nitely want to keep it going. It would 
be great to continue it.”

More important, Matteson said, 
is the fact the current players want 
to prove to Shine that they are good 
enough to uphold the tradition.

“It more about proving to Bill that 
we’re good players, as good as those 
who came through here before us,” 
Matteson said. “He’s had a lot of 
good teams that have won a lot of 
matches.”

Menlo does have seven Central 
Coast Section titles to its credit and 
is always battling for another. The 
Knights began preparation for yet 
another run into the postseason with 
a tough preseason that left them with 
five losses.

“We could not have had a harder 
preseason schedule,” Shine said.

Matteson agreed.
“It was good playing these good 

teams,” she said. “We came back 
from Fresno with a lot to work on.”

Menlo went 2-2 at the California 
High School Classic in the Clovis 
area a few weeks back, toiling in 
100-plus degree heat over two days. 
The Knights finished seventh and 
came away with the appreciation of 
how much harder they had to work.

“We do have a lot of young tal-
ent and potential,” Matteson said. 
“But we have a lot of new players 
and we still have to mesh together 
as a team.”

Freshmen Gianinni Ong and Saga 
Shermis, both freshmen, lead the 
Knights at No. 1 and 2 singles. Ong 
beat Anne Robson, 6-0, 6-1, and 
Shermis topped Ronnie Thompson, 
6-1, 6-3. Efforts like that give Shine 
reason to believe that his historic 
league win streak is safe for now.

“With the young talent we have on 
this team, it (the streak) could go on 
for some time,” he said.

Elsewhere in girls’ tennis, Palo 
Alto ended its shocking five-match 
losing streak on Tuesday with a 
5-2 victory over host Los Gatos in 
SCVAL De Anza Division play. 
The Vikings (2-4, 6-7) were upset 
by visiting Milpitas, 4-3, on Mon-
day in a nonleague match. Milpitas 
plays in the SCVAL El Camino Di-
vision and its shocking victory over 
the Vikings may have been its first 
win over Paly in over a decade.

In the PAL Bay Division, Menlo-
Atherton won a showdown with 
visiting Burlingame on Tuesday, 
5-2, in a battle of unbeaten teams. 
The Bears (6-0, 8-1) took over sole 
possession of first place as senior 
Marietta Tuionetoa led the way 
with a solid 6-2, 6-0 victory at No. 
1 singles.

The Bears, however, took a big 
step backward while dropping a 6-1 
nonleague match to visiting Gunn on 
Wednesday. The Titans, taking ad-
vantage of Tuionetoa’s rare absence, 
swept the singles matches while im-
proving to 7-6 this season. ■

Prep roundup
(continued from page 34)

INNVISION
Multi-Million Dollar

HomeRaffle

Call this toll-free number today: 877-225-2111
Or find entry forms and additional information at

www.LosAltosHillsRaffle.com
Grand Prize Deadline: Nov. 16, 2009. Grand Prize drawing on Nov. 30, 2009

InnVision is the largest shelter & service provider in SiliconValley.
Proceeds from this raffle will help us help 24,000  of your neighbors in need. Copyright © 2009 InnVision.All rights reserved

ENTER
NOW!

Only 40,000 tickets will be sold!  Purchase early to qualify for special Early
Bird Prizes.  Each ticket will be placed in all drawings.  Raffle tickets are
$150 each.  People purchasing more than one ticket will be entered in an
additional multi-ticket drawing for $15,000 in cash.

Grand Prize
$3 Million remodeled home on nearly

2 acres in prestigious Los Altos Hills, or

$1,500,000 cash

Weekly Prize 

Tickets are $150 each.

2nd Prize 3rd Prize
$20,000

cash
$10,000

cash

Help homeless families in
need - and buy a chance 
to WIN multiple prizes!

Drawing!

Sponsored by:

$15,000 Early Bird 
Prize Deadline Oct 9th

Tickets are $150 each
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