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Because of the Gift it Gave to Us.
Our son, Alexander, was born with a near fatal 

condition known as hydrops, which filled his 

tiny body with fluid. Thanks to the expert care 

from Packard’s team of doctors and nurses, 

Alexander’s life was saved.

Please join us in making a gift to Packard  

Children’s. Your support will bring the most 

advanced care to any child in our community. 

And that can make a world of difference to 

families like ours.

Support YOUR Children’s Hospital
Visit www.supportLPCH.org

S U P P O R T
C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I TA L

YO U R

Our Family Gives
to Packard Children’s Hospital...
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Surrounded by a score of com-
forting relatives, Jean-Paul 
“JP” Blanchard’s parents 

looked back on the life of their son 
late Wednesday afternoon with 
some sweet memories of his life 
— a shield against thinking of his 

death Tuesday morning. 
“The kids had it right,” his mother, 

Kathleen Blanchard, said of com-
ments and online postings about her 
17-year-old son, known universally 
as “JP” to friends and fellow Gunn 
High School students. 

“He was 
smart, funny, 
had a great 
sense of hu-
mor — and 
was sweet,” 
she said, 
citing a sen-
sitive con-
s id e r a t io n 
for others, a 
love of ani-
mals and an 

ability to play musical instruments, 
sports and games well. He had an 
artistic talent and wrote well, she 
said.

She and JP’s father, Jean-Marc 
Blanchard, sat in their backyard in 
their south Palo Alto home, on a 
cool and breezy day, and recalled 
their memories of their son, occa-
sionally pausing to choke back emo-
tions. 

About 20 relatives, from a grand-
mother to uncles and cousins, cir-

culated in the house, a comforting 
presence during an unthinkable 
time, the parents said. 

The family moved to Palo Alto in 
2003, from Burwyn, Pa., a suburb 
of Philadelphia, because both par-
ents got new jobs, they recounted. 
Kathleen is an attorney for Genen-
tech and Jean-Marc is a professor 
of international relations at San 
Francisco State University, residing 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Junior JP Blanchard left behind  
a lifetime of good memories

by Jay Thorwaldson

I n the days, weeks and months 
prior to her death in front of a 
train Monday morning, Heather 

Russell had been systematically and 
brutally beaten, friends and col-
leagues said.

Police say Russell, 29, sat on the 
Caltrain tracks just north of the 

San Antonio station in Mountain 
View and was struck and killed by 
a southbound train at 11:30 a.m. 
But those who knew the cheer-
ful, pretty brunette insist there is 
more to her death than a suicide, 
and they don’t want police to close 
the case.

“They need to look 
into this. She was be-
ing beaten and not just 
once — all the time. 
We worked together for 
seven years. The Heath-
er I’ve known all these 
years doesn’t go walk-
ing in front of trains. I’m 
afraid that in a week or 
10 days the police will 
write off this case as just 
a suicide,” said Steve 
Shaunnessy, a longtime 
friend and colleague at Rasputin 
Music and DVDs in Mountain 
View, where Russell managed the 
book section.

Russell was described by col-
leagues as universally respected at 
Rasputin and previously as a super-

visor at Borders Books on 
University Avenue in Palo 
Alto. She was the kind of 
person who always came 
to work on time, didn’t 
call in sick or complain 
about her job, colleagues 
said.

“She was someone who 
showed up. She worked 
her a-- off. She never 
seemed depressed. She 
was fun to be around; 
she was bubbly,” Shaun-

nessy said.
Ursula Dorward was a former 

colleague of Russell’s at Borders 
and then Rasputin, where the two 
started up the store.

Friends question reasons 
behind woman’s suicide
Colleagues say Heather Russell was frequently beaten

by Sue Dremann

High-speed-
rail official 

pushes back
Rod Diridon urges local 

communities to be patient
by Jay Thorwaldson

R od Diridon, a leading pro-
ponent of high-speed rail in 
California, this week urged 

Peninsula communities to be pa-
tient and said that key decisions for 
the Peninsula have yet to be made.

Diridon, a member of the Board 
of Directors of the California High 
Speed Rail Authority, acknowledged 
he has blamed a relative handful of 
residents and city officials in rich 
communities with seeking to block 
or alter an entire $40 billion system.

He said facts are needed based on 
studies to counter the “half-truths 
and scare tactics that are guiding 
the project now.”

One half-truth, he said, is that 
the decision has been made to el-
evate the tracks, creating what crit-
ics claim would be a “Berlin Wall” 
through Mountain View, Palo Alto, 
Menlo Park and Atherton. The deci-
sion has not been made, he said, and 
thus, “the real issue isn’t tunneling,” 
he told the Weekly. 

“Absolutely we’ve never talked 
behind closed doors, or in any cor-
ridor, about alternatives,” he said. 

The present schedule calls for en-
gineering, environmental, economic 
and other impact studies to be com-
plete in 2010, after which decisions 
will be made. 

But Diridon said he is pushing to 
expedite those studies by six to eight 
months both to provide local resi-
dents and communities with solid 
information sooner and for cost rea-
sons: Each month costs an estimated 
$160 million due to inflation on the 
$40 billion project, he said. 

“Inflation just kills you,” he said. 
“We’ve got to move more quickly.” 

He said he’d like to see engineer-
ing firms involved go to “double or 

Finding solace
Gunn High School students Ruth Crystal and Claire Reyes (center) hug one another while at a West Meadow Drive memorial to classmate JP 
Blanchard, who was killed by a commuter train Tuesday morning. (See article on page 5.)

TRANSPORTATION

COMMUNITY

Gunn teen was smart, gentle, sweet, parents recall

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 6)(continued on page 9)

Jean-Paul “JP” 
Blanchard

Heather Russell
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

AND A HAND TO HELP OUT 
WITH ... Joan Baez  tried to go 
incognito last week when she 
volunteered at Palo Alto’s Oppor-
tunity Center for homeless and 
formerly homeless people. But 
clients recognized the famed 
folksinger and songwriter the 
instant she walked through the 
center’s gates, according to 
her business manager, Jeanne 
Murphy, an Opportunity Center 
volunteer. Smiles and shouts 
of recognition were quickly fol-
lowed by hugs. Then Baez got 
down to work distributing free 
clothing through the nonprofit’s 
Clothes Closet. Baez was 
checking out the Opportunity 
Center in advance of performing 
at the group’s June 7 fundraiser, 
Garden Gala, which will be held 
at the Atherton home of Bill 
and Lee Schroeder from 3:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Baez, a Woodside 
resident, may be joined by her 
son, Gabriel Harris, who plays 
African percussion. A local mu-
sical group, Rocky and Friends, 
will also perform. Tickets for the 
event are $100 per person (a 
discount will be given to groups 
of 10), and the event attendance 
will be limited to 300 people, 
Murphy said. Ticket information 
is available at www.InnVision.
org.

READY FOR THE BIG ONE(S)? 
... Be it the newest flu pandemic 
or a monster earthquake, Palo 
Altans can be prepared when 
disaster strikes thanks to two 
upcoming events. On May 9, 
Palo Alto residents can attend 
an overview of the Palo Alto 
Block Preparedness Program 
and the basics of radio use dur-
ing an emergency. The two-part 
Saturday session will go from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Auditorium 
“Eye,” Room IA, at the Cub-
berley Community Center. At-
tendees planning to go to the 
radio-information session are 
asked to bring a Family Radio 
Service (FRS) radio if possible. 
RSVP is also requested in or-
der for organizers to provide 
necessary materials. RSVP or 
send questions to epvolunteer@
paneighborhoods.org. Then on 
May 19 at 7 p.m., Tom Brocher, 
chief scientist at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey’s earthquake-
hazards division, will be speak-
ing about the next big Bay Area 
earthquake to attendees at 
the Palo Alto Neighborhoods 

Awards Ceremony and Lecture 
for Emergency Preparedness at 
Channing House, 850 Webster 
St., Palo Alto. “There’s a two-
thirds chance that the Bay Area 
will have a magnitude of 6.7 or 
greater in the next 30 years. We 
can’t predict earthquakes but 
we can do long-term forecast,” 
he said. The event will also in-
clude an update on the swine 
(H1N1) flu and an opportunity 
to talk to council members and 
city officials. Note to early birds: 
The first 50 families to attend will 
also receive free swag. 

BY THE NUMBERS ... While 
home prices in Palo Alto have 
held pretty steady during the 
past year, the sheer number of 
sales of homes and commercial 
properties have plummeted 26 
percent, according to stats kept 
by Lalo Perez, Palo Alto’s direc-
tor of administrative services. 
Perez is interested because 
documentary transfer taxes — 
of which 75 percent come from 
houses — are paid to the city 
with each sale. Between April 
2008 and March 2009, 754 
properties were sold, compared 
to 992 in the previous year. That 
translates to $3.6 million for the 
city, compared to $6.4 million 
collected the year before.

GOODBYE GLEIM’S ...Gleim the 
Jeweler, first opened by Freder-
ick Gleim on University Avenue 
in downtown Palo Alto back in 
1931, will be closing its down-
town branch’s doors by early 
summer, according to owner 
Georgie Gleim. “We have two 
stores full of inventory five min-
utes apart,” Gleim said. “From a 
financial standpoint it just makes 
more sense to consolidate the 
inventory to the store that does 
the best.” The downtown store 
was crowded with customers 
this week, as shoppers took 
advantage of marked-down 
prices on the remaining multi-
million-dollar inventory. Gleim 
is a repeat Weekly “Best of” 
winner, was awarded the Tall 
Tree Award for outstanding 
business in 1991, and Georgie 
Gleim was recognized with an 
Athena Award from the Palo Alto 
Chamber of Commerce in 2007. 
The Stanford Shopping Center 
and Los Altos (300 Main St.) 
branches will remain open. The 
downtown store is located at 
322 University Ave.

Absolutely we’ve never talked  
behind closed doors.

—Rod Diridon, of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority, denying key decisions have already been 
made about high-speed rail. See story on page 3.
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650-322-4438
www.AstorGiftandHome.com
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judy@judithafrost.com
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www.carlsenaudi.com

Saturday memorial service  
set for Gunn student

‘Celebration of Life’ to recall teen who loved friends, video games and music
by Chris Kenrick, Jay Thorwaldson and Jocelyn Dong

Keeping people off the tracks
Caltrain tries multi-million-dollar fencing program to maintain safety

by Sue Dremann

COMMUNITY

TRANSPORTATION

A “Celebration of Life” memo-
rial service has been set for 
10 a.m. Saturday at Spangler 

Mortuaries in downtown Mountain 
View for Jean-Paul “JP” Blanchard 
of Palo Alto, the Gunn High School 
junior killed by a commuter train 
Tuesday morning. 

The Santa Clara County Coro-
ner’s Office officially released his 
identity late Wednesday afternoon.

Services will be held at Spangler 
Mortuaries, 799 Castro St., Moun-
tain View, on Saturday, May 9.

The family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, memorials be donations 
to the Peninsula Humane Society & 
SPCA, 12 Airport Blvd., San Ma-
teo, CA 94401, because of JP’s love 
of animals.

This week, friends and faculty 
from Gunn remembered the teen 
and memorialized him by placing 
flowers and mementos along the 
railroad tracks where he died in an 
apparent suicide.

Gunn students Wednesday wore 
“hug necklaces” — string necklac-
es, adorned with a clothes-pin “per-
son” surrounded by colored beads 
representing diversity. The pendants 
were a souvenir from Camp Every-
town, a four-day retreat promoting 
tolerance and non-violence that JP 
and some of his classmates attended 
in December.

Members of that group held a re-
union and wore black Wednesday in 
memory of their classmate.

Stephane Carlisle, a Gunn junior 
who said he had spent many hours 

listening to music, playing games 
and hanging out with JP, said his 
friend would not have wanted peo-
ple to wear black.

“He didn’t want people to be seri-
ous all the time. He wanted people 
to be lighthearted,” said Stephane, 
who wore a white Nirvana T-shirt.

“I don’t think he’d want every-
body to be sad.”

Friends wondered this week what 
had driven their classmate to appar-
ently take his life. A few noted that 
he had put up a Facebook message at 
one point suggesting he would soon 
be gone, but friends said they did not 
recognize it as an allusion to suicide.

“He put on a front where he didn’t 
really want people to think he was 
having any problems,” a Gunn ju-
nior said, adding that JP recently 
had come to favor “really depress-
ing music.”

Any sorrows aside, however, JP 
was an excellent classically trained 
pianist, Stephane said, and also en-
joyed playing contemporary music. 
He was a good student and took 
challenging classes at Gunn.

JP was a fan of Lynyrd Skynyrd 
and loved to play the music video 
game Guitar Hero and the Nintendo 
action video game Super Smash 
Bros., Stephane said.

A member of the junior varsity 
tennis team, JP liked to talk and 
watch sports.

“He was a smart guy who was 
funny and naturally gifted at a lot 
of things,” Stephane said. “He just 
liked living for now. He liked it 

when you didn’t have to worry about 
anything.”

Gunn sophomore Onaiza Kazi 
said JP had a special gift for listen-
ing to others, which was appreciated 
by his friends.

“He was really thoughtful and 
caring about other people,” Onai-
za said. “He would always listen 
to people’s problems and offer his 
input. It takes a lot for someone to 
listen like that.”

JP’s tennis coaches remembered 
him as an energetic and versatile 
athlete, one of the junior varsity 
team’s top doubles players. 

“JP was able to adapt with any 
doubles partner and win matches. He 
was well-liked by many, as attested 
by his friends that came to visit and 
watch him play on the courts,” said 
Tony Moy, his coach this spring.

Jim Gorman taught JP through 
private lessons, summer clinics and 
on the Gunn junior varsity team for 
about three years. 

“He was a great kid. He enjoyed 
his tennis,” he said. “He had a great 
sense of humor.” 

Counselors from the nonprofit 
Adolescent Counseling Services 
opened their doors to Gunn students 
and staff this week.

“It’s very upsetting to the whole 
campus,” said Margaret Murchan, 
the nonprofit’s On-Campus Counsel-
ing program director. “We’re aware 
that this could be affecting the stu-
dent body for quite some time.” 

Additional articles can be found 
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. 

T he new fencing along the Alma 
Street side of the Caltrain rail-
road tracks still gleams with a 

silvery sheen, unbent and unbroken 
by trespassers. But two fatalities on 
the rails this week in Palo Alto have 
raised the issue of accessibility to 
the tracks.

It was on the other side of the line, 
to the west, that 29-year-old Heather 
Russell entered the railroad right-
of-way Monday, using a pathway 
through dense shrubbery behind an 
apartment complex.

Pine needles litter the ground, 
where someone has arranged bro-
ken pieces of concrete into the shape 
of a cross and a bouquet of purple 
tulips wilted in the afternoon sun 
this week.

Christine Dunn, Caltrain spokes-
woman, confirmed the area is part 
of the Caltrain right-of-way, but she 
said the transit agency has a policy of 
not fencing both sides of the track.

“The goal is to fence one side 
only. We only want to fence one 
side to keep people from becoming 

trapped,” she said Tuesday after-
noon.

In 2008, Caltrain installed more 
than a mile of fencing at strategic lo-
cations between San Francisco and 
San Jose to discourage trespassing 
on the tracks — whether people are 
taking a shortcut, loitering or trying 
to end their lives. The overall fenc-
ing project began in 2007 and will 
continue until 2010, she said.

Next year, 41,000 feet of fencing 
will be added at 20 locations at a 
cost of $2.7 million, she said.

Caltrain is currently in the pro-
cess of surveying the right-of-way 
to determine where $1 million of 
additional fencing will be installed 
in the coming year, she added. The 
locations are selected based on 
recommendations from engineers, 
transit police and city agencies.

In addition to infrastructure 
changes, Caltrain offers presen-
tations about rail-line safety at 
schools and businesses. An en-
forcement program includes police 
patrols along tracks. Citations begin 

at $200 and increase depending on 
location, she said.

Last year, there were 16 fatalities 
on Caltrain tracks. By the end of 
April 2008, there were six deaths 
compared to two for the same pe-
riod this year.

“We had the most in 1995 — 20 
— and we were operating fewer 
trains at slower speeds. I just don’t 
think you can draw any connections 
or make any assumptions” about 
what causes the fatalities, however, 
she said.

Engineers go through a training 
program regarding the possibility 
of being involved in a fatality. “A 
big part of the engineering job is to 
make observations on the track” and 
appropriate judgment calls, she said. 
But when a fatality occurs, the engi-
neer is offered counseling and time 
off, she said.

“There really is no way to prepare 
for something like that,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.
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‘Smart’ meter could protect city against outages
What Dexter Dawes, chairman of Palo Alto’s Utilities Advisory Com-

mission, now calls “chump change” could spiral into a project that would 
nearly use up the utility’s entire $16 million Calaveras Reserve Fund — 
and protect the city from future power outages.

On Wednesday the commission approved a $70,000 study of Advanced 
Metering Infrastructure, the first step in creating a citywide “smart 
grid.”

That grid would allow information from meters to be transmitted in 
real time to the utilities department and to customers, and make it easier 
for everyone to keep track of energy use.

The city already completed a pilot project in September 2007 involv-
ing 4,000 electric, gas and water meters, which can be read remotely. 
The new study looks at a more technologically advanced “smart meter” 
system where the meters are two-way communicators, according to Shiva 
Swaminathan, senior resource planner. 

With meters as they currently exist, “residents don’t get to see their 
consumption. A ‘smart meter’ allows residents to get the same data in 
their home,” he said. 

“You can do remote turn on and turn off,” he said, adding that it would 
help the utility department protect against a power outage.

While commissioners present approved the meter study, they added a 
caveat that it assess the advantages and disadvantages of the technology, 
and the return on investment — both economic and environmental.

Swaminathan explained that PG&E is already changing out electric 
and gas meters in other municipalities, but Palo Alto Utilities also has 
water meters. 

“Unless the long-term plan is to change all three meters, the economics 
may not pan out,” he said.

The preliminary estimate for converting 29,000 electric meters to 
smart meters is $10 to $15 million, according to the staff report. Fund-
ing for converting gas and water meters would come from their respective 
reserve funds. 

— Carol Blitzer 

Six large pines at Mitchell Park must come down
Six large “stone pine” trees shading a children’s play area at Mitchell 

Park must be removed as hazards, Palo Alto City Manager James Keene 
informed the City Council Monday night. 

Keene said a falling branch earlier resulted in an injury-related damage 
claim against the city, and another large branch fell more recently.

He said the branch falls indicate the trees are no longer safe and must 
be replaced with younger, safer trees. 

The Mitchell Park pines are similar to a row of large pines removed 
from the median of San Antonio Road east of Alma Street recently. City 
officials said the trees were approaching the end of their natural life 
cycle, when they get so big they become hazardous from the weight of 
their limbs. 

The San Antonio Road pines also had lifted the roadway to create 
sharp bumps, requiring increased maintenance. A major relandscaping 
project is currently underway along the roadway. 

— Jay Thorwaldson

News Digest

Abbasi Program in 
Islamic Studies

INSIDE ISLAM

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h t t p : / / i s l a m i c s t u d i e s . s t a n f o r d . e d u

ABBASI PROGRAM IN ISLAMIC STUDIES

JOHN ESPOSITO
University Professor, 

Georgetown University

MICHAEL WOLFE
Executive Producer,

President of Unity Productions Foundation

Film Screening and a Discussion Session with

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 7:30 PM
Stanford University 

Annenberg Auditorium, Cummings Art Building 
435 Lasuen Mall

WHAT DO A BILLION 
MUSLIMS REALLY THINK?: 

Remodeling, Refacing, more...
       Since 1994

CA License #709202

Free In Home consultation with 
John Beeley, CKBR
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1931 Old Middlefi eld Way #208, Mountain View

Visit

650-940-9210
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John Bee
or by appo

1931 Old Middlefield W

www.TheKitchenCrafter.com

triple shifts” to move things along 
at a higher speed. That could mean 
adding more people or hiring more 
firms to accomplish specific tasks. 

He said counter to the opposition 

is “a general sense of enthusiasm” 
from hundreds of cities up and down 
the line, many of which would also 
have the rail system going through 
neighborhoods. 

For a longer version of this ar-
ticle, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.
com.

High-speed rail
(continued from page 3)
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Woman carried out of Menlo council meeting
A roomful of spectators looked on as police officers dragged a long-

time Menlo Park resident out of the council chambers at a City Council 
meeting Tuesday night after she repeatedly disrupted the meeting. 
(Posted May 6 at 2:16 p.m.)

‘Boost anti-suicide programs,’ Ojakians urge
The death of a Gunn High School student Tuesday should be used to 

boost suicide-prevention and mental-health programs in local schools, 
according to Palo Altans Mary and Vic Ojakian, who lost their 21-
year-old son Adam to suicide in 2005. (Posted May 6 at 12:54 p.m.)

Minor quake, 2.0, strikes near Los Altos
The U.S. Geological Survey reports that an earthquake with a pre-

liminary magnitude of 2.0 struck about three miles south of Los Altos 
Wednesday morning. (Posted May 6 at 12:20 p.m.)

Bay Area schools closed for swine flu to reopen
Bay Area schools that have closed due to flu-fighting efforts were 

scheduled to reopen Wednesday as state and federal health officials 
no longer advise canceling class if a student has the H1N1 flu virus. 
(Posted May 6 at 9:07 a.m.)

3.1 earthquake strikes in Santa Clara County
The U.S. Geological Survey is reporting an earthquake with a pre-

liminary magnitude of 3.1 struck Tuesday morning in Santa Clara 
County. (Posted May 5 at 12:33 p.m.)

SUV overturns at Page Mill Road and I-280
An off-ramp from Interstate Highway 280 in Los Altos reopened just 

before 8 a.m. Tuesday after a sport utility vehicle rolled over and left 
two occupants trapped, according to the California Highway Patrol. 
(Posted May 5 at 8:47 a.m.)

Palo Alto police warn seniors of ‘grandson’ scam
A phone call from “your favorite grandson” may not be as heart-

warming as it sounds. Palo Alto police are warning elderly residents of 
a telephone scam that has surfaced three times in recent weeks, costing 
local seniors nearly $12,000, Palo Alto Police Agent Dan Ryan said. 
(Posted May 4 at 5:28 p.m.)

Swine flu forces 14 school closures in Bay Area
Reports of probable and confirmed cases of swine flu have closed 

at least 14 schools across the Bay Area as educators and public health 
officials continue monitoring the virus’ spread through the region. 
(Posted May 4 at 1:37 p.m.)

Palo Alto police and fire officers honored
Five Palo Alto police and fire officers have been honored recently at 

local ceremonies, and the police department also received a statewide 
award. (Posted May 4 at 2:54 p.m.)

Community foundation, county offer grants
In response to the ailing economy, the Silicon Valley community 

Foundation and San Mateo County will distribute $1.5 million in 
grants to nonprofit organizations that provide economic relief services 
to residents. (Posted May 4 at 2:37 p.m.)

Overturned truck forces closure on Highway 101
All lanes of northbound U.S. Highway 101 in Redwood City have 

been reopened following a two-hour closure this morning caused by an 
overturned catering vehicle, California Highway Patrol Officer Kevin 
Kroncke said. (Posted May 4 at 9:47 a.m.)

Man killed by car while walking on Highway 101
A 35-year-old man who was walking on U.S. Highway 101 in Red-

wood City died Sunday morning after he was hit by a Mazda driven 
by a San Mateo woman, according to the California Highway Patrol. 
(Posted May 3 at 10 a.m.)

Santa Clara County fails air-pollution report
Santa Clara County received failing grades in both smog and 

short-term particle air-pollution levels, according to the 10th annual 
American Lung Association report. But San Mateo and four other 
Bay Area counties are among the most smog-free in the nation, 
according to the 2009 “State of the Air” report released this week. 
(Posted May 1 at 3:36 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news 
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

NO  
WORRIES.
Carefree living at  
The Forum Retirement 
Community.

Ask about our high-level amenities and low monthly fees.
Call today to schedule a personal tour. 650-944-0190.

23500 Cristo Rey Drive
Cupertino, CA 95014

650-944-0100
www.theforum-seniorliving.com

RCFE# 435200344        COA# 174 
A Smoke Free Community

Now is the time to relax and 
enjoy life. As a resident-owned 
community, The Forum offers 
unique equity ownership and 
continuing care that allows you to 
plan for a secure future. You can 
retire in style with luxury living in 
a vibrant, carefree environment at 
The Forum. No worries.

VITAL AGING:  ACHIEVING YOUR BEST LIFE

Peninsula Volunteers, Inc., offers a free half-day seminar in honor of the

60th Anniversary of Little House, The Roslyn G. Morris Activity Center
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on Emerson Street with JP and his 
two younger sisters: Chloe, 15, and 
Isabelle, 10.

JP’s death, an apparent suicide on 
the Caltrain tracks at West Meadow 
Drive, came as a shock to the family 
and friends.

“Everybody was surprised,” and 
no one sensed any problems, she 
said.

But the family now is focusing 
on his life. A “Celebration of Life” 
memorial service Saturday morn-
ing has the theme of “Gentle Gi-
ant,” Jean-Marc noted. The theme 
refers not to JP’s size but to his 
being “a giant of gentleness,” he 
said. 

And it refers to the impression he 
made on others, Kathleen added, 
from friends and teachers to young 
children and animals. 

“He loved animals,” and they 
seemed to return that, she said. 

“I think they could sense what a 
sweet guy he was, because when 
he was walking home from school 
animals in the neighborhood would 
follow him home. Sometimes he 
would have to chase them off so 
they wouldn’t get too far away from 
wherever they were,” she said, add-
ing that both dogs and cats would 
trail after him.

“He’s had this kind of charismatic 
personality,” Jean-Marc recalled. 
“One time we took him over to a 
friend’s house because his sister was 
due to be born. ... The sons were fol-
lowing him around but they couldn’t 
pronounce his name. They called 
him Jean-Palm.”

“We swore he would be an evan-
gelical minister,” Kathleen added. 
“Even lately he always seemed to 
attract kids because he was so kind 
to them and joyous and he enjoyed 
playing with them. ... We went to a 
gathering with some family friends 
out at Coyote Point and all the little 

kids would just run around chasing 
after him. And he was sweet — he 
let himself be chased. It wasn’t be-
neath him because he was a teen-
ager.”

“At family gatherings he had this 
ability to insert himself into any 
group and start playing with them, 
whether sports or games. 

“He had a funny thing about him, 
because he’s so bright — very, very 
bright — he sometimes would look 
like he wasn’t paying attention in 
class, because he looked like he was 
doing something else. The teachers 
would try to catch him, ask him a 
question, and he’d answer right on 
the spot.

“One teacher said, ‘A lot of people 
try to multitask, but you’re the only 
one who really can multitask,’” she 
said.

“And he’s so generous. He would 
save up — it was his idea. He began 
to earn an allowance at a certain 
age, and it was his idea to put some 
of the money into savings, a por-
tion for pocket money and a good 
portion for charity,” she recalled. 
He would decide where to send the 
charity money at the end of each 
year, often deciding to give it to a 
children’s fund. 

“And another generous thing I 
remember: One of his teachers told 
me that in class they had this ex-
ercise, and students had to pair up. 
This one student in class had a sort 
of disability, and the other students 
never volunteered to go with that 
person. So even though he had gone 
with somebody else he volunteered 
to pair up with this other person,” 
Kathleen recalled. 

“And he just naturally did it so it 
didn’t look like some sort of charity 
thing. The teacher wanted to reward 
him with some class points for be-
ing nice like that, and he refused. 
He said, ‘I’m just doing this for the 
exercise.’ You know, he didn’t want 
to treat it like this person needed 
charity.”

He fit well in family gatherings 

and was lucky in games but a good 
sport about winning or losing, such 
as when he came in second in a Cub 
Scout “Raingutter Regatta” in which 
small boats were blown around a 
raingutter course with straws. 

“He immediately went over and 
shook the other boy’s hand,” Kath-
leen recalled. 

“It didn’t take a lot to teach him. 
He was always thoughtful. If you 
had a plate of food on the table and 
there was a last piece he always 
asked if you wanted this last piece” 
before taking it. 

Kathleen showed a pair of small 
earrings JP brought back from a 
school field trip, which he had pur-
chased from a museum gift shop 
for her instead of buying candy. He 
also brought back a stuffed animal 
from the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
for his youngest sister, for her col-
lection. 

Jean-Marc said he was impressed 
with his son’s quiet maturity.

“He seemed to be mature beyond 
his years in many instances,” he 
said. “We participated in this Uni-
tarian Church in Burwyn, and they 
had a group for teenagers, or young 
teens. And a lot of it had to do with 
sexual themes. The teachers always 
remarked that he had things to say 
that were sophisticated beyond his 
years.” 

“When he was even younger 
than that, he was once asked what 
he wanted to be when he grew up,” 
Kathleen added. “His answer was, ‘I 
want to be a good man.’”

After a pause to regain compo-
sure, the parents recalled his artis-
tic abilities, his writing skills, his 
sports coordination and sportsman-
ship. They cited his interest in engi-
neering as a career and his abilities 
in math and science. 

They returned to the solace of 
their relatives. 

Editor Jay Thorwaldson can 
be e-mailed at jthorwaldson@
paweekly.com. 

Upfront

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a joint meet-
ing with Congresswoman Eshoo concerning federal and local issues, 
and a joint meeting with the Utilities Advisory Commission regarding 
the Smart Grid. The council also plans to vote on candidates for the 
Public Art Commission and Library Advisory Commission and on 
several municipal-code ordinance amendments. The meeting with 
Eshoo will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Conference Room, Mon-
day, May 11. The council’s regular meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE ... The commit-
tee plans to discuss direction on the Legislative Program. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, in the Council Confer-
ence Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to dis-
cuss the budget for community services, utilities and Capital Improve-
ment Program, the third-quarter fiscal year 2009 financial results, and 
equity transfer. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hear an up-
date on Barron Park Elementary School’s College Bound Program, 
in which some students are in school for extended hours in an effort 
to reduce the achievement gap. The board also will discuss adop-
tion of textbooks for Spanish 1 and Spanish 2. The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, in the board room at school 
district headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... 
The committee plans to review the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
Background Reports and the recommendation to recommend ap-
proval of the permanent retention of the Maybell/Donald Bicycle Bou-
levard improvements. There will also be a public hearing on a zoning-
ordinance amendment for sections 18.10, 18.12 and 18.13 of the 
municipal code. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 
13, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to 
discuss the budget for the General Fund Capital Improvement Infra-
structure Program, Public Works, and General Fund Operating. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.). 

Public Agenda

1625 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mt. View 

650.944.8555 

W O R K O U T  F O R  FREE

2 WEEK  
TRIAL OFFER

YARDSALE
A map and list of sale locations and merchandise will be available  
online in late May and in the June 5th edition of the Palo Alto Weekly.

P A L O  A L T O 
ZERO WASTE PROGRAM

zerowastepaloalto.org/yardsale

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

City Council (May 4)
Community Development Block Grant funding: The council voted 8-0 to approve 
CDBG allocations for Fiscal Year 2009-2010. Yes: Burt, Drekmeier, Espinosa, 
Kishimoto, Klein, Morton, Schmid, Yeh. Abstain: Barton.
Utility rate amendment: The council voted 9-0 to change utility-rate schedules 
pertaining to service-connection fees. Yes: Barton, Burt, Drekmeier, Espinosa, 
Kishimoto, Klein, Morton, Schmid, Yeh.
The council voted 8-1 to approve revised council procedures. Yes: Burt, Drek-
meier, Espinosa, Kishimoto, Klein, Morton, Schmid, Yeh. No: Barton.

Utilities Advisory Commission (May 6)
Operating and capital budgets: The commission voted 4-0 to approve the Fiscal 
Year 2010 and 2011 budgets, with the caveat that reserves be looked at during the 
ensuing five years. Yes: Dawes, Keller, Melton, Waldfogel. Absent: Rosenbaum
Projects for Calaveras Reserve funding: The commission voted 4-0 to approve 
three projects — a “smart meter” study, exploration of co-generation plants and 
improvements to transmission lines. Yes: Dawes, Keller, Melton, Waldfogel. Absent: 
Rosenbaum
New water-supply agreement: The commission voted 4-0 to approve a new 25-
year contract with the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission to deliver water to 
Palo Alto and 26 other suburban agencies. Yes: Dawes, Keller, Melton, Waldfogel. 
Absent: Rosenbaum
ProjectPLEDGE program: The commission voted 4-0 to change eligibility require-
ments for emergency assistance to those in financial need, a program voluntarily fund-
ed by utility customers. Yes: Dawes, Keller, Melton, Waldfogel. Absent: Rosenbaum

Planning & Transportation Commission (May 6)
Capital-improvement programs: The committee voted that the proposed CIPs 
(capital-improvement programs) were in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan of 
the city. Yes: Fineberg, Garber, Keller, Lippert, Rosati, Tuma. Absent: Holman. 

Architectural Review Board (May 7)
1805 El Camino Real: The committee voted to approve a request by Danny Moran 
on behalf of Thomas Tayeri for a sign exception to allow a blade sign to exceed the 
allowable area at 1805 El Camino Real.  Yes: Unanimous. 

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Gunn teen
(continued from page 3)
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“She was a bookseller who re-
ally loved books. She always went 
above and beyond and never let her 
coworkers down,” Dorward said by 
e-mail.

Yet colleagues also had con-
cerns, stemming from what ap-
peared to be an abusive relation-
ship Russell became involved in. 
A few months ago, Russell began 
showing up at work with black 
eyes and other evidence of physi-
cal abuse, they said. She main-
tained her cheerful exterior and 
made excuses for her injuries, 
claiming at times to have fallen 
down after a night of heavy drink-
ing, Shaunnessy said.

Colleagues didn’t pry and Russell 
remained secretive about her private 
life. But her father, Tim Russell, 
said from his home in Thousand 
Oaks that Heather had discussed 
her life in greater detail with a sis-
ter and brothers, calling frequently 
and talking for 30 minutes at a time, 
he said.

During a few of those conversa-
tions, she hinted of abuse in the rela-
tionship and that her boyfriend had 
hit her, he said. 

The oldest of 10 siblings, she 
moved to Palo Alto about 10 years 
ago, living with an aunt and uncle 
after she graduated from Thou-
sand Oaks High School. Russell 
was invited by the couple to be a 
nanny for their children. They have 
since moved away from the area, he 

said.
Police have had numerous con-

tacts with Russell’s latest boy-
friend, according to Agent Dan 
Ryan, Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment spokesman. The boyfriend 
frequents Lytton Plaza, a down-
town hangout, and sometimes dur-
ing police encounters, Russell was 
with him, Ryan said. She always 
seemed jumpy, he said.

Friends said she remained secre-
tive about her current boyfriend. 
When the boyfriend was with her, 
Russell did not engage in conver-
sation, Shaunnessy said. The boy-
friend could not be located for com-
ment.

A week ago, Russell showed up at 
work with a huge gash in her head 

that required 23 stitches, according 
to Shaunnessy. Colleagues were 
alarmed.

“I told her, ‘Whatever battle you’re 
fighting, sweetheart, you’re not go-
ing to win,’” Shaunnessy said.

Then three days before her death, 
for the first time last Friday, Russell 
did not show up for work. And she 
could not be reached by phone. On 

Friday and over the weekend, she 
could not be reached and her voice 
mail was turned off, Shaunnessy 
said.

Colleagues called her family, 
finding a phone number on her cell 
phone left in her room. They ad-
vised her parents to file a missing 
person’s report, but by the time her 
parents began to figure out what to 
do, they learned she was dead, Tim 
Russell said.

Heather’s parents, Tim and Sue, 
said the family has many questions 
about what happened in the last days 
of her life.

“We didn’t see any of this coming. 
... Heather was a very strong, stub-
born, sensitive and caring person. 
She loved to be in contact with her 

nine younger brothers and sisters. 
This is not the type of person that 
was our Heather,” Sue Russell wrote 
by e-mail.

Shaunnessy agreed. He said the 
nature and frequency of her injuries 
leave him with many concerns.

“The question that keeps nagging 
me is: Where the hell was she for 
three days? ... Don’t let these cops 
blow this off. Somebody knows 
something. There was more going 
on than someone just decided to off 
themselves,” he said. 

Upfront

Offer valid only at our Menlo Park location only. Not valid with any other discount/offer. 
One coupon per person, per visit. No substitutions. No cash value. 

Void if copied or reproduced. Expires 5/31/09. NS 3

SM

Suicide
(continued from page 3)

A June 5 memorial art show 
and auction will be held at The 
Jungle, 542 High Street in Palo 
Alto, at 6 p.m.

Russell’s friends will auction 
their art and donate the proceeds 
to a battered women’s shelter.

A list of resources on domestic violence 
is available in Palo Alto Online.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics
POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
April 28-May 4
Violence related
Arson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Assault with a deadly weapon  . . . . . . . .1
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sex crime  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Bicycle recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .5
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .7
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Disturbing/annoy phone calls . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .3
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Noise ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Other/miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Menlo Park
April 28-May 4
Violence related
Assault  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Spousal abuse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .6
Driving without license  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/major injury  . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Miscellaneous
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Other/miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Atherton
April 29-May 4
Violence related
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Bicycle stop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/ no injury  . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle code violation   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol and drug related

(continued on page 12)

Crowne Plaza Cabaña Hotel

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join us for the best and most expansive 
Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch on the 
Peninsula.  We have a spectacular buffet 

featuring cooked to order omelets and waffl es, 
carved leg of lamb and prime rib, and a 

wonderful selection of seafood, salads, desserts 
and much, more.

10:00 am – 3:00 pm
$42.95 Adults & 

$16.95 Children 5-12

Children under 5 years old, no charge 
Reservations are required

4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
650.857.0787 ext. 250

See what‘s happening at the

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

specializing in new construction, 

additions and remodels

CUSTOM CABINETMAKERS

specializing in residential 

cabinetry and furniture

2570 leghorn street, 

unit d, mountain view 

ca 94043

mmfww.com

650-960-3447
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page ##

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Ad funded by the Friends of the

Palo Alto Children’s Theatre

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

Share a part of
your life – 
Give blood

Cabaña Hotel
4290 El Camino Real

Palo Alto, CA

10am - 5pm

Amelie Michel
FINE TABLECLOTHS FROM PROVENCE

French Tablecloth
Warehouse Sale

Friday, May 8th - Sunday, May 10th

Large Selection of sizes and styles
in Unique, easy care

Tablecloths, Runners, Napkins, 
Bedcovers & Shams,

100% Cotton, Jacquard & Acrylic-coated.
Imported directly from France 

on Sale at Great Prices

Tablecloths Starting at $29

860-876-0800 • www.ameliemichel.com
Page 10 • May 8, 2009 • Palo Alto Weekly
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Drunken in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Follow up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Foot patrol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Meet citizen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Town ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Tree block roadway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
San Antonio Avenue, 4/28, 10:51 a.m.; do-
mestic violence/battery.

Pasteur Drive, 4/28, 5:59 p.m.; battery/
simple.
Unknown, 4/30, 8:34 a.m.; child abuse/
neglect.
University Avenue, 4/30, 11:23 p.m.; as-
sault with a deadly weapon.
Lyne Court, 5/1, 2:41 p.m.; battery/simple.
Kingsley Avenue, 5/1, 5:57 p.m.; sex crime/
unlawful sexual intercourse.
Laguna Avenue, 5/1, 11:46 p.m.; arson/
miscellaneous.
Everett Avenue, 5/2, 11:37 p.m.; domestic 
violence/battery.
Layne Court, 5/3, 12:50 a.m.; family vio-
lence/miscellaneous.

Menlo Park
Chilco Street, 4/28, 12:02 p.m.; spousal 
abuse.
400 Block Ivy Drive, 4/28, 4:50 p.m.; as-
sault.
Ivy Drive, 4/29, 12:43 p.m.; battery.
Laurel Street, 4/29, 5:42 p.m.; battery.
400 Block Pope Street, 4/30, 9:56 p.m.; 
battery.

Atherton
Oak Grove Avenue, 4/30, 11:59 a.m.; child/
elder abuse.

Pulse
(continued from page 10)

www.matchedcaregivers.com

171 University Ave I Palo Alto, CA I 650.328.7411
www.paloaltobicycles.com I M-F 10-7; Sat 10-6; Sun 11-5

I ride because...
I love to compete

www.footsolutionssj.com  •  e: footsolutionssj@aol.comwww.footsolutionssj.com    e:footsolutionssj@aol.com

Palo Alto
3783 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 473-9067

Morgan Hill
628 Tennant Station
(408) 776-3235 

Capitol Square Mall
416 N. Capitol Ave.
(408) 259-2098

Westgate Center
4701 Hamilton Ave., P701
(408) 376-0495 

El Camino Real

C
ur

th
er

 A
ve

PARKING 
IN REAR

Palo Alto

Probably the most comfortable 
walking shoe on the planet

OPEN Mon - Fri 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm, Sunday 12-5pm

GIFT CERTIFICATE

$20Valid
   for...

Blk, White & Taupe
36 - 43

Blk, Taupe
36 - 42

Red, Blk, Oak,
Navy, Sand

36 - 43

Puter, Blk, Sand
36 - 43

Available 
exclusively at 

Foot Solutions

Take a break. Start a conversation in

TownSquare.
Palo Alto’s Online Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Report a sports score and more.
Ask for advice.
Rate a movie.

Review a restaurant.
Be a citizen journalist.

PaloAltoOnline.com
    More than 300,000 visitors monthly

13th Annual

 am to 6 pm
Presented by the Central Business Association

INFO-LINE: 650-964-3395
www.miramarevents.com

no pets please

ART     M U S I C     FOOD     FAM I LY  F U N

�
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Mother’s Day Gifts

3946 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto,  
650-493-6553

Gift Baskets 
from $34.95

Buy 1lb. Fudge 
- Get ½lb. free

Mother’s Day Cakes from $14.95

Order yours today!

Contents may 
include fudge, cof-

fee, cookies and 
cutting board

Choose your 
decorative box and 
choose your Mother’s 
favorite flavors

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.  

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse ServicesLicense #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

Bath Comfort of the Future, Today!
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STAND
FOR

STANFORD
HOSPITAL

With a gift annuity of $20,000 or more, Stanford makes fixed annual 
payments to you or a loved one

•

• Receive a tax deduction and possible future tax savings

• It’s easy to set up

• Support Stanford Hospital’s ongoing efforts to provide the best 
clinical care

Office of Planned Giving

Angela Kalayjian
650.721.6933
hospitalpg@stanford.edu

IN THESE ECONOMIC TIMES, CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF 
A STANFORD HOSPITAL GIFT ANNUITY:

TO LEARN MORE, 
PLEASE CONTACT US.

STANFORD GIFT ANNUITIES

Current Single-Life Rates

Age Rate (%)

65

75

85

5.3

6.3

8.1

ARRANGING YOUR RETIREMENT TO REFLECT 
YOUR VALUES, YOUR NEEDS AND THE IMPACT 
YOU SEEK TO HAVE IN THE WORLD
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Challenger School
3880 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-213-8245
ChallengerSchool.com
Celebrating 45 years of learning and fun, 
we are an independent private school 
that focuses on academic excellence, in-
dividual achievement, critical thinking 
skills, and self-reliance. Our uniquely 
structured classes yield astonishing re-
sults. Challenger students achieve scores 
on average in the 90th percentile on the 
national Stanford Achievement Test 
(SAT). Come tour our campus to learn 
about our preschool through eighth-grade 
programs.

Emerson School
2800 W. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
650-424-1267
650-856-2778
www.headsup.org
tbootz@headsup.org
Emerson School, a private, non-sectarian 
program for grades 1-8, operates on a 
year-round full-day schedule providing 
superior academic preparation, interna-
tional courses (Chinese, Spanish) and 
individualized Montessori curriculum. 
Open to outside students, a three-week 
summer writing program in July includes 
expository writing, creative writing, and 
presentation techniques. Visit Web site 
for details.

Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
650-329-3752
650-329-8515
www.paadultschool.org
Hands-on computer, language, test 
preparation, writing, investment and cer-
tificate courses available starting at $19. 
Hundreds of online classes are offered by 
the Palo Alto Adult School in conjunction 
with Education to Go.

Randall Millen Registry
921 Colorado Ave.
Palo Alto
856-1419
Individual private tutoring in Midtown 
Palo Alto home for grades 7-12, college 
and adults. Subjects include English 
grammar and composition, English as a 
second language (ESL), French, Latin, 
mathematics, history and social stud-
ies, and humanities in general. Also: test 
preparation for all standardized tests (in-
cluding S.A.T.), and manuscript writing 
and editing. Stanford graduate with 40 
years of experience as a tutor. Fees from 
$18 per hour.

Mid-Peninsula High School 
Summer School & 

Sports Camps

June 22-July 24
Conversational Spanish, Drama*, Art*, 

Music, Biology, Marine Biology, SAT Prep,
English**, and Math** 

Sports Camps in Basketball and Volleyball

Convenient Mon-Thurs Schedule

Available for students entering 7-12

Register now online: www.mid-pen.com

Class taken in its entirety can be counted toward UC 
admission requirements for visual and performing arts

**Limited space available after enrollment by 
current Mid-Pen students

1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025-1516
(650) 321-1991    www.mid-pen.com

German International School of Silicon Valley

• Pre-School and Grades K-12 with dual immersion 
    language program (German and English) 
• German International Abitur & SAT/AP exams
• WASC accredited High School Program • Safe and nurturing learning environment
• German Language classes for all ages
• Locations in Mountain View and Berkeley/Kensington 

          310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043        email office@gissv.org        web www.gissv.org

Now Enrolling!

Call for  

School Tours

The Best of two Worlds - Learning in German and English

GISSV

Now enrolling K thru 2, fall 2009; limited spaces available.
Open houses: 5/14, 6/18 & throughout summer.

www.heliosnewschool.org   phone: 650-245-5265

Progressive, constructivist education for the gifted child.

Check our website 
to learn more about 
our innovative, child-
centered program and 
accelerated curriculum, 
including Chinese & 
French language, music, 
art & theater.

QWERTY Education Services
1050 Chestnut St., #201
Menlo Park
650-326-8484
650-326-8030
www.qwertyed.com
info@qwertyed.com
Tutoring, educational evaluation, and 
summer programs. Professional tutor-
ing for K-12 and college. May include 
homework support or remedial/enrich-
ment learning. Organization of writing, 
systematic revision, keyboarding, read-
ing skills, math procedures and problem-
solving, and organization, motivation 
and study skills. Contact Mark Carey, 
educational director, for a no-cost phone 
consultation.

DANCE
Brazilian Dance
Lucie Stern Community
Center Ballroom
1305 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-463-4940
www.cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy
Brazilian dance for ages 16-99 with Ani-
ta Lusebrink. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thirteen-week session for $130. Drop-in 
cards available.

Dance Connection
4000 Middlefield Road, L-5
Palo Alto
322-7032
www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com
cindy@danceconnectionpaloalto.com
Dance Connection offers graded class-

es for ages 3 to adult with a variety of 
programs to meet every dancer’s needs. 
Ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop, boys program, 
lyrical, Pilates and combination classes 
are available for beginning to advanced 
levels. Find information and download 
registration from the Web site.

DanceVisions
4000 Middlefield Road
L3 Palo Alto
650-858-2005
www.dancevisions.org
info@danceaction.org
DanceVisions, a unique nonprofit com-
munity dance center, offers classes from 
age 3 to adult. Classes range from mod-
ern to hip hop, lyrical, Pilates, jazz, bal-
let, and contact improvisation, as well 
as providing a performance showcase. 
Check Web site for details about classes 
and schedules.

International School of the Pen-
insula
151 Laura Lane
Palo Alto
650-251-8519
www.istp.org
beatricebergemont@istp.org
After-school programs for preschool, 
elementary and middle-school students. 
Classes include: French cooking, Asian 
cooking, chess, science, robotics, Chi-
nese dance, art & craft, watercolor, 
gymnastics, soccer and multi-sports. For 
a complete list of classes available visit 
www.istp.org.

(continued on next page)
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L’Ecole de Danse
Cubberley Community Center, 4000 
Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-365-4596
www.lecolededanse.net
L’Ecole De Danse (School of Ballet) -- 
Vaganova and Cecchetti styles. Creative 
dance, pre-ballet and full curriculum for 
all levels starting at age 5. Adult classes 
include beginning, intermediate and 
advanced. Please call for more informa-
tion.

Line Dance at All Saints’ (eve-
nings)
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
555 Waverley St.
Palo Alto
650-321-5612
DanceAdventures.com
hedy01@MediationPaloAlto.com
June 30-Aug. 25. Series features a no-
host class field trip to a real Honky Tonk 
on a Friday or Saturday night. Eight-part 
series includes two skill levels with time 
for open dancing and practice. Basics/be-
ginning section 7:05-8:20 p.m., Interme-
diate section 7:50-9:15 p.m., open danc-
ing 7:50-8:20 p.m. Cost for series: $99/
section, $170 for both sections. Singles 

In Service To Our Communit y

Affordable Counseling | Sliding Scale Fees

Contact:
[ph] 650.493.5006
[email] counseling@itp.edu 
[web] www.itp.edu/counseling

The provides quality counseling at affordable 
rates with a wide range of professional services to meet your needs. Contact us today.

American ideals. Eloquent English.
Honorable comportment.

Knowledgeable historical perspective.
90th percentile test scores.

All this and more.
Visit a classroom today.

KNOWLEDGE.  CONF IDENCE .  JOY.
ChallengerSchool.com

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade

©
 2009, B

arb
ara B

. B
aker 

Brilliance with values
makes great Americans.

and couples welcome; no partners neces-
sary. First class is free.

Line Dance at Lucie Stern (morn-
ings)
Lucie Stern Community Center
1305 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-854-7535
DanceAdventures.com
hedy01@MediationPaloAlto.com
July 2 through Aug. 20. Classic line danc-
es taught by Hedy McAdams. Seven-part 
series features three skill levels (sections): 
basics/beginning 10-10:45 a.m., easy/in-
termediate 10:55-11:40 a.m., advanced 
11:50-12:35 p.m. $57 residents/$66 non-
residents, per section; $86 residents/$99 
non-residents, for 2 sections. Drop-Ins: 
$12/section. See website for full details.  
For active adults of all ages, no partners 
necessary. Register at 650-463-4900

Sequoia Adult School
Little House Community Center
Menlo Park
306-8866 
www.adultschool.seq.org
nashwa@nashwabellydance.com
Belly dance classes in Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park. Community sponsored 
means only approx. $8 per class. Palo 
Alto Adult School/Sequoia Adult School. 
Mondays in Menlo Park in studio at Little 
House Community Center. Tuesdays in 
mirrored, well-floored Palo Alto High 
School dance studio. All welcome. Have 
fun at any weight or age learning the art 
of Middle-Eastern belly dance. Develop 
grace, gain strength, burn calories and 
laugh.

Zohar Dance Company
4000 Middlefield Road, L4
Palo Alto
494-8221
www.zohardance.org
zohardance@aol.com
Zohar Dance Studio offers ongoing 
classes for adults in jazz, ballet, and 
modern dance. Learn from professional 
faculty: Ehud Krauss, Kristine Elliott, 
Marny Trounson and Lisa Burnett. Cur-
rent schedule and events can be found on 
Web site.

HEALTH & FITNESS
AlaVie Fitness
777 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
415-567-7411
www.alaviefitness.com
info@alaviefitness.com
Join PowerVie Boot Camp and give 
your body a fabulous spring cleaning. 
As AlaVie Fitness’s signature program, 
PowerVie is different from other mili-
tary-style boot camps. Visit www.alavie-
fitness.com or call for more information 
and to register.

Andre’s Boot Camp (ABC)
Stanford
724-9872
www.andrestraining.com
andre@andrestraining.com
No two sessions are the same but every 
session will offer either circuit training 
or interval training. ABC is designed for 
those who enjoy multi-sport activities. 
A variety of athletic “toys” are used to 
make the classes both fun and challeng-
ing. Call, e-mail or visit the Web site for 
more information.

Betty Wright Swim Center @ 
Abilities United
3864 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
494-1480
www.abilitiesunited.org/
swim@c-a-r.org
Improve your health and wellness 
through aquatic exercise and therapy in 
the fully accessible, public, warm-water 
(92 degree), in-door pool. Classes include 
aqua aerobics, aqua arthritis, back basics, 
body conditioning, Aichi yoga and prena-

(continued from previous page)
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tal. Physical therapy, personal training, 
Watsu and land massage by appointment. 
Group and private swim lessons. Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; 
Friday, 6:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 
a.m.-noon.

California Yoga Center (Palo 
Alto)
541 Cowper St.
Palo Alto
947-9642
www.californiayoga.com
info@californiayoga.com
The California Yoga Center offers classes 
for beginning to advanced students. With 
studios in Mountain View and Palo Alto, 
classes emphasize individual attention 
and cultivate strength, flexibility and 
relaxation. Ongoing yoga classes are 
scheduled every day and include special 
classes such as prenatal, back care and 
pranayama. Weekend workshops explore 
a variety of yoga-related topics.

Darshana Yoga
654 High St.
Palo Alto
325-YOGA
www.darshanayoga.com
info@darshanayoga.com
Fresh and inspiring yoga classes in Palo 
Alto. A blend of alignment and flow. 
Great teachers, beautiful studio. Director 
Catherine De Los Santos has taught yoga 
in Palo Alto more than 25 years.

Elite Musketeer Fencer’s Club
160B Constitution Drive
Menlo Park
353-0717
408 317 0480
www.emfc.net
valerie@emfc.net
Fencing programs for kids and adults, 
recreational and competitive. Summer 
camps, birthday parties, private lessons 
and group classes.

Mountain View-Los Altos Adult 
School
333 Moffett Blvd.
Mountain View
940-1333
www.mvlaae.net
The MV-LA Adult School has a long his-
tory and commitment to adult education. 
Be fit. Offering: Belly dance, exercise for 
the older adult, Feldenkrais, hiking, hula, 
mat Pilates, Qigong, stability ball, stretch 
and flex, Tai Chi and yoga. Older-adult 
classes (55+, $18). 

Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto 
650-329-3752
650-329-8515
www.paadultschool.org
Hike for Fitness or empower yourself 
with Tai-Chi. Join Jeanette Cosgrove’s 
Pilates class. Bring balance back to your 
life with Yoga. Our fitness classes start 
at $48.

Shoreline Aquatic Center
3160 N. Shoreline Blvd.
Mountain View 
650-965-7474
www.shorelinelake.com 
boathouse@shorelinelake.com 
Shoreline Aquatic Center & Lake: Sum-
mer Youth Sailing Camp. Weeklong 
camp teaching windsurfing and sailing. 
June through Aug., ages 5-15. $335-375. 
Beginner and advanced windsurfing, 
sailing and kayaking. Classes are week-
ends, for ages 14-adults, includes theory 
and on-the-water training, $85-$205. Pri-
vate instruction available.

Studio Kicks
796A San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
855-9868
www.studiokickspaloalto.com
info@studiokickspaloalto.com

Minister in the Mirror 
Reena Burton preaching

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

A Guide to 
the Spiritual Community

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,
and the Memorial Church Choir, 

under the direction of Gregory Wait.
http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

University Public Worship
Stanford Memorial Church

Sundays, 10:00 am
Sermons by the Dean, the Senior Associate Dean 

and the Associate Dean for Religious Life,  
as well as occasional guest speakers.

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special 
events and ongoing 
religious services. 

To inquire about or 
make space reservations 
for Inspirations, please 

contact Blanca Yoc 
at 326-8210 x221 or 

email byoc@paweekly.com

Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
Inspir ing Minds. . .  Creating Community

Confidential Scholarships Available • CAIS and WASC Accredited • A Beneficiary of the JCF

Discover Why Hausner Students Love Coming to School!

• Kindergarten – 8th Grade

• Excellent Academics

• Dedicated and Caring Faculty

• State-of-the-Art Facilities

• Music, Arts and Athletics

• After School Programs

For your personal tour, please contact Aileen Mitchner, Director of Admission
650.494.8200 ext. 104    amitchner@hausner.com

This space donated by the Palo Alto Weekly as a community service.

(continued on next page)
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Presents
The 40th Annual Stanford Tennis School

on the Stanford Campus
Directed by Dick & Anne Gould

ADULT DAY CAMP JUNIOR DAY CAMP

Overnight & Day Camps for juniors offered all summer at Stanford. 
Directors are Stanford coaches, John Whitlinger & Lele Forood.

USSportsCamps.com
1-800-NIKE CAMP

Saturday, May 16, 2009
4-6:30 pm

Studio Kicks is a family fitness center 
offering high-energy cardio kickboxing 
classes and fun martial-arts training for 
kids 2 and up. Taught by owner/instructor 
Richard Branden, six-time world champi-
on and original stunt cast member for the 
“Power Rangers.” Get the whole family 
healthy and fit. Stop by for a free class.

Taijiquan Tutelage of Palo Alto
3790 El Camino Real #185
Palo Alto
327-9350
www.ttopa.com
Taijiquan Tutelage of Palo Alto. Estab-
lished in 1973. Learn the classical Yang 
Chengfu style of Taijiquan (T’ai chi 
ch’uan). Beginning classes start monthly. 
Classes are held at the Cubberley Com-
munity Center.

Workout IQ
278 Hope St., Ste. C
Mountain View
814-9615
962-9793
www.workoutiq.com
info@workoutiq.com
Workout IQ Boot Camp. Small group 
fitness training where everyone gets a 
custom workout. Learn Russian kettle-
bells, improve posture, lose inches, make 
friends.
Cost: $195 per month.

Yoga at All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church
555 Waverley St.
Palo Alto
322-4528
www.asaints.org
Kundalini-style yoga, combining asana 
(physical poses), breathing exercises and 
meditation. Practice is best done on an 
empty stomach. Please bring a mat and 
blanket and wear comfortable, easy-to-
move-in clothes. If floor work is difficult, 
exercises can be modified to be done in a 
chair. All ages. No registration necessary. 
Every Saturday, 8-9 a.m., in the Parish 
Hall. $5/person.

LANGUAGE
International School of the Pen-
insula (ISTP)
151 Laura Lane
Palo Alto
251-8519

www.istp.org
beatricebergemont@istp.org
ISTP offers extensive adult language 
classes and children’s after-school lan-
guage classes. For preschool students, 
ISTP offers classes in Arabic, French, 
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. For el-
ementary and middle-school students, 
ISTP offers classes in Arabic, Farsi 
French and Mandarin Chinese. For adults, 
ISTP offers separate classes for varying 
proficiency levels for each language: 
Arabic, English ESL, Farsi, French, Ger-
man, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Mandarin 
Chinese, Russian and Spanish. 

Mountain View-Los Altos Adult 
School
333 Moffett Blvd.
Mountain View
940-1333
www.mvlaae.net
The MV-LA Adult School has a long his-
tory and commitment to adult education. 
Learn or practice a language. Offering: 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish. Older-adult classes (55+, $18). 

Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
650-329-3752
650-329-8515
www.paadultschool.org
Affordable, comprehensive language 
program begins this September. Ger-
man, French, Italian, Spanish and Japa-
nese classes are scheduled. Multi-week 
classes for $115 or less. Call us if you are 
interested in Mandarin Chinese.

MISCELLANEOUS
County of San Mateo Recy-
cleWorks
555 County Center, 5th Floor
Redwood City
599-1498
361-8220
RecycleWorks.org
Become a certified master composter. 
Learn to compost and garden without the 
use of toxic chemicals and make 2008 a 
healthier year for you, your family and 
the environment. Classes are free to San 
Mateo County residents.

Elite Musketeer Fencer’s Club
160B Constitution Drive
Menlo Park
353-0717

408 317 0480
www.emfc.net
valerie@emfc.net
Fencing programs for kids and adults, 
recreational and competitive. Summer 
camps, birthday parties, private lessons 
and group classes.

Lip reading/managing hearing 
loss
450 Bryant St
Palo Alto
650-9497-999
foothill.edu 
mastmanellen@foothill.edu 
Lip reading/managing hearing loss. 
Classes start quarterly and meet weekly 
but you can join anytime. Learn ways to 
cope with hearing loss and improve lip-
reading skills.$37.50 per quarter, register 
in class. Beginning class meets on Mon-
days 1:30-2:50 p.m.

Little House Senior Activities 
Center
800 Middle Ave.
Menlo Park
326-2025
www.peninsulavolunteers.org
tpuckett@peninsulavolunteers.org
Computer workshops, health lectures, 
investments, travel, self-improvement, 
movies, opera previews, ballroom danc-
ing and weekend trips for people over 50. 
Costs range from free to $40. Register in 
person or by phone.

MUSIC & ART
Art For Well Beings
2800 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
776-8297
855-9067
artforwellbeings.org
me@judyg.com
Art for Well Beings (AFWB) offers art 
classes especially welcoming people 
with special needs. AFWB is open to the 
public. Drop-in or 6-8 week sessions are 
available. All materials provided. Please 
call to register or visit website for more 
information.

Art with Emily
402 El Verano Ave.
Palo Alto
856-9571
www.artwithemily.com
info@ArtWithEmily.com
Emily Young teaches mixed-media, 
multi-cultural art lessons for children at 
her fully equipped studio in Palo Alto. 
Individual lessons or small group classes 
available.

Children’s Music Workshops
P.O. Box 60756
Palo Alto
306-0332
Kids music classes and private lessons 
for guitar, piano and voice. Locations in 
Palo Alto and Mountain View. Music for 
special-needs children too. 

Chinese Brush Painting
Palo Alto
948-1503
Chinese brush painting with master cal-
ligrapher and painter Anna Wu Weak-
land. Class meets eight Tuesdays, 2:30-
4:30 p.m. Classes held at the Cubberley 
Studio in Palo Alto. Learn to paint with 
minimum strokes and achieve maximum 
results. The techniques of all the popular 
subject matters will be taught. Beginners 
and advanced students welcome.

Community School of Music and 
Arts at Finn Center
230 San Antonio Circle
Mountain View
917-6800
917-6813
www.arts4all.org
info@arts4all.org
The Community School of Music and 
Arts (CSMA) offers classes year-round 
in music, visual and digital arts for 

(continued from previous page)

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

               
Building a Lifelong Joy of Learning 

Pre-K through 8th Grade 

An atmosphere of support and encouragement.
Academic excellence provided by a professional, caring faculty.

Preparing students for the best since 1981.
                     

State of the Art Computer & Science Labs
Advanced Placement Math

French    Art    PE    Gymnastics    Music
After School Sports    Extended Care    Summer School

(650)854-9065
www.woodland-school.org

        360 La Cuesta Drive
Portola Valley CA 94028
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Class Guide Affordable Paralegal Services 

FOR TODAY’S ECONOMY

We The People®

We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 

provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.
Santa Clara LDA #72, exp. 7/09.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

230 S. California Ave., #103
Palo Alto, CA 94306Kyle & Koko

Sunday, May 17 4pm & 7pm
Spangenberg Theatre  
Gunn High , Palo Alto

Buy Tickets at : Gunn High or
3rd annual benefit for the Gunn Robotics Team
Questions: capitolsteps_grt@yahoo.com

This space donated as community service by the Palo Alto Weekly 

“They're the best. There's no one 
like them, no one in their league.”

— Larry King        

“The Steps were a smash hit out 
here at our residence.  Rave 
reviews are still pouring in, honest.”

- George W Bush

“Some people in Washington are 
confused…
the Capitol Steps are not.”

- Al Gore

www reek.org

(408) 265-2600

info@valleywater.org

NATIONAL

Be part of the solution
to creek pollution!

Saturday, MAY 16, 2009

ages 18 months to adult. Vacation and 
summer camps, one- and two-day arts 
workshops offered throughout the year. 
Private music lessons offered, taught by 
international faculty. Financial assistance 
available. 

Kindermusik with Wendy
Mountain View
968-4733
www.kindermusik.com
wendymusikmom@aol.com
Group music classes for children ages 
birth to 7 and their caregivers. All classes 
include singing, instrument play, move-
ment, musical games, and home materi-
als, and aim to develop the whole child 
through music. Five levels of classes as 
well as a multi-age class. Cost per class 
session ranges from $100 to $225 de-
pending on class and session length (8-15 
weeks per session).

Midpeninsula Community Media 
Center
900 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
494-8686
www.communitymediacenter.net
The Media Center offers classes every 
month in a wide range of media arts, 
including publishing media on the Web, 
pod casting, digital editing, field produc-
tion, TV studio production, Photoshop for 
photographers, citizen journalism, and 
autobiographical digital stories. One-on-
one tutoring is also available. Biweekly 
free orientation sessions and tours. Web 
site has specific dates, fees, and scholar-
ship information.

Mountain View-Los Altos Adult 
School
333 Moffett Blvd.
Mountain View
940-1333
www.mvlaae.net
The MV-LA Adult School has a long his-
tory and commitment to adult education. 
Improve your skills. Offering: Beading, 
ceramics, chorus, digital photography, 
drawing, guitar, Ikebana, orchestra and 
painting (watercolor, oil, acrylic). Older-
adult classes (55+, $18). 

New Mozart School of Music
305 N. California Ave.
Palo Alto
650-324-2373
www.newmozartschool.com
info@newmozartschool.com 
New Mozart provides private lessons on 
all instruments and excellent early child-
hood music classes for children 2-7 years 
of age.

Opus1 Music Studio
2800 W Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
408-821-5080
musicopus1.com
musicopus1@gmail.com
Opus1 Music Studio is offering private 
& group music lessons for all kinds of 
instruments to aged 1.5 and up. Begin-
ners to advanced level. 

Pacific Art League
688 Ramona St.
Palo Alto
650-321-3617
650-321-3617
www.pacificartleague.org 
gallery@pacificartleague.org 
Art classes and workshops by qualified, 
experienced instructors for students from 
beginners to advanced and even non-
artists. Classes in collage, oil painting, 
portraits and sketching, life drawing, 
acrylic or watercolor and brush painting. 
Sculpture. Registration is ongoing.

Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road
Palo Alto
329-2366
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter
lynn.stewart@cityofpaloalto.org
Classes and workshops for adults in ce-

ramics, painting, drawing, jewelry, book 
arts, printmaking, collage and more. 
Register online or stop by the Art Center 
for a class brochure.

Village Heartbeat
883 Ames Ave.
Palo Alto
493-8046

zorina@villageheartbeat.com
Village Heartbeat is an organization 
dedicated to building and educating a 
rhythmic community. The organization 
facilitates classes in African drumming, 
dancing, and TaKeTiNa. Classes offer the 
opportunity to learn adapted traditional 
music of the African Diaspora, as well 
as modern trance grooves.

International School of the Peninsula

French and Chinese Language Immersion

Call for Tour Information

th grade

   required

275 Elliott Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025  
Tel: 650.324.8617 
www.germanamericanschool.org

Enrolling Now for Fall 2009-10

 Preschool and School

Call Us for a School Tour!

GAIS – Celebrating 20 Years of Academic Excellence

First IB World School on 
the Peninsula offering the 
Primary Years Program (PYP) 
recognized world-wide

and Kindergarten

and English from grades 1 to 8

after-school day care
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Stanford expansion
Editor,

Although Stanford has presently 
withdrawn its application for a ho-
tel and shopping-center expansion, 
it may be the projects will reemerge 
in the near future for the following 
reasons:

The shopping center must stay 
competitive.

State law (CEQA) requires the 
shopping center and hospital proj-
ects to be covered in a single en-
vironmental analysis (EIR) rather 
than by separate EIRs. Stanford has 
found this law to be noxious and a 
matter of complaint. It is possible 
that dropping the shopping-center 
expansion, at least for now, is a way 
around this law.

If Stanford waits until after de-
cisions are made on its 1.3 million 
square-foot hospital expansion, city 
review of the shopping-center ex-
pansion will be simpler and quicker. 
This is a boon for Stanford given 
its procrastination on the hospital 
projects in the face of state seismic-
upgrade deadlines.

If the city feels so much public 
pressure and need for revenues that 
it reduces or drops requirements 
for Stanford to mitigate the crush-
ing negative impact of this largest 
development in the history of Palo 
Alto, residents will be the losers 
and Stanford will save millions of 
dollars.†

Some residents may benefit from 
new hospitals, but we all will feel 
the impact on our schools, librar-
ies, and parks, traffic to the point of 
gridlock, and a need for thousands 
of new homes unless mitigated.

Is the shopping center-withdrawal 
a tactic or a practical reality? Only 
time will tell, but neither should sur-
prise us.

Winter Dellenbach
Barron Park

Palo Alto

Amends due Stanford
Editor,

It is not our behavior to write 
expressing our opinions about the 
work of the Palo Alto City Coun-
cil. However, the city’s demands 
on Stanford University for rebuild-
ing and expansion of both Stanford 
Hospitals and the Shopping Center 
have raised our ire to the point of 
total disgust. Now to find the mes-
sage from Stanford University that 
they have withdrawn their plans to 
expand the Stanford Shopping Cen-
ter because of the demands placed 
on them by this city. 

How many wonderful projects do 
they have to shoot down because of 
lack of action or onerous demands 
on developers before good judgment 
takes over? Our city is in need of 
funds, which would be generated by 
expansion of the beautiful Stanford 
Shopping Center and both Hospi-
tals. 

Stanford is not the enemy of this 
community. It is the wonderful edu-
cational and medical center of our 
entire area. Our city thrives because 
of the University. The demands on 
this world-famous university are 
nothing short of criminal. 

The City Council lost one lovely 
hotel (Hyatt) and gained unsightly 
townhouses by stalling, listening to 
a small group of people and making 
unreasonable demands on a long-
term Palo Alto business who wanted 
to bring a new and much needed ho-
tel to this city.

We encourage and plead with 
the Palo Alto City Council to make 
amends to university leaders and 
ask them to rethink their decision to 
stop the expansion of the Stanford 
Shopping Center and Hotel.

Clarke and June Schiller
Garland Drive

No-brainer actions 
Editor,

Why are the millionaires leaving 
New York City?

Why are so many businesses leav-
ing California?

Why is Stanford moving much 
of its medical complex to Redwood 
City?

Why are Palo Alto businesses so 
upset?

Who are the voices of reason on 
our City Council? Maybe Jack Mor-
ton, but we have not had any real 
voices of reason since Judy Klein-
berg and Bern Beecham.

We have a mentality at most lev-
els of government now that raising 
taxes and fees are no-brainers.

It was a no-brainer to raise hotel-
bed taxes in Palo Alto.

It was a no-brainer to raise fees 
and taxes on businesses in Palo 
Alto.

It’s a no-brainer to gouge Stanford 
for all we can get.

Let me tell you ingrates that your 
no-brainer actions have conse-
quences.

You have started to see some of 
the consequences.

Let me tell you ingrates that you 
will see many more consequences 
unless you start to appreciate what 
our businesses and Stanford do for 
us each and every day.

Bruce N. Baker
Kipling Street

Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Two train suicides 
shake up community
Tragic deaths a day apart highlight need to focus  

on mental-health and support efforts in our region

Two quite different deaths on the Caltrain tracks in Palo Alto 
this week have deeply shaken our community and, together, 
underscore an acute need for spotlighting and supporting 

mental-health programs, chiefly those dealing with recognizing 
and responding to depression.  

The first death, late Monday morning, involved a 29-year-old 
woman, Heather Russell, a Palo Alto resident who, according to 
friends and co-workers at a Mountain View bookstore and record 
store, suffered a private life of abuse and beatings. If true, it is 
a tragedy of people in whom she confided, not knowing how to 
help her or connect her with an array of community resources for 
battered women and persons suffering from depression, often a 
fatal condition. 

The second, early Tuesday morning a short distance north of 
the site of Monday’s death, involved a Gunn High School junior, 
Jean-Paul “JP” Blanchard, who outwardly showed no signs of 
being at risk of suicide, other than perhaps fleetingly to a few 
close friends. 

The latter situation is acutely traumatic to the school and 
broader community because it raises fears among virtually 
every family, young person, school official or teacher, and even 
grandparents and relatives. It seems to comfort people to believe 
they understand “the reason” behind someone’s decision to 
end their life. It is disturbing not to be able to identify such a 
reason, even though in JP’s case some friends are reporting that 
he confided a deep sadness to them and for a few days on his 
Facebook page before removing it. 

But both cases involve a deep loss to the community in 
addition to the trauma of loss to those close to the person. 

Stories in this issue of the Weekly and related materials 
posted on www.PaloAltoOnline.com outline in considerable 
detail who each of the individuals were during their too-short 
lives in almost a “tale of two parallel universes,” both within the 
confines of our Midpeninsula communities.

The common themes they share are two well-liked persons, 
each struggling to maintain a bright façade as they struggle to 
stay afloat behind their outer shell, despite their vastly different 
circumstances.

Another shared theme relates to their friends who were 
allowed to see behind the façade into the darker shadows of the 
person’s life. There is the lingering question: What responsibility 
do friends and co-workers have to take personal action to actively 
help their troubled friend, whatever the source of the trouble? 

In Heather Russell’s case, police have issued a reminder that 
anyone can report a suspected abusive situation or relationship — 
they do not need to be in some official capacity to do so — and 
there are ways to do that anonymously for those reluctant to “get 
involved” or who fear to be drawn into a bad situation. 

In the more subtle case of JP Blanchard, friends who shared 
his deeper feelings report they now are examining how they 
could have better supported him in his emotional distress and 
sadness, whatever its source. These are questions that will 
remain with them as a shadow in their minds and hearts through 
their lifetimes. 

At the same time, it is well-established that suicides by young 
persons are often impulsive actions taken on the spur of the 
moment. 

It also is well-established by solid research that thoughts of 
suicide occur in a large percentage of young persons — one local 
study (cited in a Guest Opinion in today’s paper) revealed that 12 
percent of Stanford University students report they have thought 
of suicide at some point in their lives. More than one in 10. 

As Palo Altans Mary and Vic Ojakian have been telling us, 
since the suicide of their son Adam several years ago as he 
was wrapping up undergraduate studies at the University of 
California, Davis, no family, no community is immune from the 
prospect of such a sudden tragic loss. 

There are no simple answers, and even the best “solutions” 
don’t always work. Assigning simplistic blame goes nowhere. 

What will help is a strong sense of caring compassion 
expressed toward families and friends of those who chose to end 
their lives, more sensitivity to the inner feelings of those close to 
one, and an increased sense of responsibility to “do something” 
when one senses a friend or co-worker may be in trouble. 

Help is out there. 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? What do you think could be done to discourage 
suicide among young persons and others?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com 
or shorter comments to readerwire@paweekly.com. Include your name, 
address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve the right 
to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors 
known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Assistant to the Editor 
Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Page 20



What is your fondest Mother’s Day memory? 
Asked around University Avenue. Interviews by Kris Young. Photographs by Veronica Weber.

Antony Awaida
Business Manager
Walter Hayes Drive, Palo Alto

“In Lebanon, Mother’s Day is March 
21. So when I call her on the American 
holiday she says, “what’s wrong with 
you?’”

Tom Moore
Lawyer
Waverley Street, Palo Alto

“I had a succession of Mother’s Days, 
I don’t know if I had issues with my 
mother, but it was a yearly drinking 
binge at brunches. Wines, mimosas, I’d 
get in trouble.”

Kristen Lomax
Architect
Ventura Avenue, Palo Alto

“Doing LEGO with my mother when I 
was 6. It was a castle. This year I got 
her a water-coloring book.”

Kai Ju Liu 
Software Engineer
North Whisman Road, Mountain View

“She’s in Taiwan this year. In the past, 
we have a lot of flowers in the garden 
and would pick them. Last time my 
brother and I spent time with her was 
two years ago.”

Elaine Tisch
Librarian
Emerson Street, Palo Alto

“The older I get the more things I re-
member my mother said that has been 
truly valuable. Now that she’s gone, I 
think good thoughts of her.”

by Carrie Manley
   Early this school 
year, I read a news 
story in the Palo 
Alto Weekly about 
a new report by the 
Stanford Univer-
sity’s Mental Health 
and Well-Being Task 
Force.

One statistic in par-
ticular jumped out: 
Stanford conducted a telephone interview of 
some 22,000 students and of those students 
surveyed, 12 percent said they had thought 
of suicide. 

More than one out of ten students had 
thought of suicide? At Stanford? But these are 
the kids who earned the brass ring, who took 
all the Advanced Placement classes, got the 
straight As, did all the extra-curricular activi-
ties — kids who ran this gauntlet of perfection 
to perfection.

What is going on if more than one out of 
10 of these students surveyed had thought of 
suicide?

I then read the task force report, which 
called this issue “a silent epidemic.” By many 
measures including chronic sleep deprivation, 
growing rates of anxiety and depression, lack 
of free time, and more. 

There is, in the words of the task force, 
“Abundant evidence that this generation suf-
fers from increased emotional and mental 
health challenges.” The task force also said 
“Many students are succeeding academically, 
despite being burdened by significant mental 
health issues. ... Research demonstrates that 
students experience these challenges well be-
fore they enter college.”

More statistics show this mental-health 

challenge goes far beyond Stanford. Accord-
ing to a study by the American College Health 
Association, of nearly 95,000 students from 
public and private colleges surveyed, 44 per-
cent of students felt so depressed it was dif-
ficult to function.

Other data suggests chronic sleep depriva-
tion over many years might be a factor. Ac-
cording to the National Sleep Foundation, 
teenagers need 9.25 hours of sleep a night, but 
a full 80 percent do not get that amount, and 
one out of four teen students are only getting 
six hours of sleep or less every night. 

Children ages 5-12 need 10 to 11 hours of 
sleep each night, but the foundation says more 
than half of all children are not getting that 
amount, and 17 percent are getting less than 
nine hours a night.

And what do researchers say is the impact 
of not getting enough sleep? According to 
sleep researcher Mark Rosekind, by all mea-
sures human functioning declines, impacting 
memory, attention, mood and/or cognitive 
performance. 

Even our younger kids are experiencing a 
far different childhood than previous genera-
tions; time kids spend doing homework has 
increased 51 percent since 1981, according to 
University of Michigan researchers. 

And another survey shows the average six to 
eight year old has 33 percent less free time for 
playing than kids nearly 30 years ago. 

In response to this wide-ranging health is-
sue, the Palo Alto PTA Council Parent Edu-
cation created the “Helping Our Children 
Thrive” community-education program, in 
partnership with Challenge Success, a na-
tional non-profit youth advocacy group based 
at Stanford. 

The program feataures a DVD with child 
development professor David Elkind, author 

of “The Hurried Child” and “The Power of 
Play”; Dr. Ken Ginsberg, pediatrician and au-
thor of “A Parent’s Guide to Building Resil-
ience in Children”; and Challenge Success co-
founders Denise Clark Pope and psychologist 
Dr. Madeline Levine, author of “The Price of 
Privilege: How Parental Pressure and Mate-
rial Advantage Are Creating a Generation of 
Disconnected and Unhappy Kids.”

The program gives parents and teachers the 
opportunity to discuss specific challenges and 
solutions to lowering unhealthy student stress 
at home and school. The program also in-
cludes the “How Are Our Kids Doing?” quiz, 
available at www.paloaltopta.org

Last weekend, we took this new parent-
education resource to the California PTA 
Convention. We were the only local PTA in 
the state to have a booth, and we were sur-
rounded by PTA fundraising vendors offer-
ing everything from candles to cookie dough, 
gift-wrap, candy, magazines and more. 

Still, more than 200 PTA leaders from 
throughout California bought our at-cost DVD 
community-education program, priced at only 
$1.25. With every sale, there was a conversa-
tion — and every conversation pointed to the 
truth of Stanford’s assessment that this is an 
“epidemic.”

Here is a small sampling of what we 
heard:

Two young 4-H student exhibitors: “I hate 
it that everyone keeps asking me all the time, 
‘Where are you applying to college? Where 
are you going?’ It never stops, I hate it,” one 
of them said. 

“I just graduated today,” said the other stu-
dent. “I was diagnosed with an anxiety disor-
der two years ago. I just couldn’t take it, I can’t 
take all those questions. It’s really hard. I’m 
really glad I’m in 4-H; it’s really helped me.”

A 12-year-old girl: “I love school, I like do-
ing homework. I get all As. My mom would be 
mad if I got a B, but I don’t. I get all As!”

“My son is in high school and he stays up 
until 2 a.m. doing homework every night,” 
a mother said. “It’s just how it is, we can’t 
change things.”

“My son is in first grade. He gets seven 
hours of sleep a night. It’s hard to get kids to 
bed. He falls asleep when he gets home from 
school, and at school it’s hard for him to get 
started until about noon.”

“This issue is directly impacting our fam-
ily,” another mother said. “My high school 
daughter says “I can’t get a B, Mom, I can’t!” 
And then on other days she’ll tell me, ‘I don’t 
know if I can live another day like this!’ 
Thank you for being here. Please know you 
have helped one mom by being here.”

There are the statistics, and then there are 
the stories. The statistics make you realize 
something is wrong. The stories make you 
realize just how big and pervasive this prob-
lem really is, not just here in Palo Alto but 
everywhere.

Together, the stories and the statistics make 
it clear we can’t stop until the silence is bro-
ken. 

Carrie Manley lives in Midtown, with her 
husband and two children. For the past 
two years, she and Wendy Kandasamy have 
served as Parent Education co-chairs for 
the Palo Alto PTA Council. To purchase the 
Challenge Success DVD or take the “How 
Are Our Kids Doing?” Power Point quiz, go 
to www.paloaltopta.org or www.challenge-
success.org Carrie can be e-mailed at car-
rie_manley@yahoo.com.

Breaking the silence about how our kids are doing
Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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by Nancy McGaraghan

Back in the boom times jewelry was a fa-
vorite Mother’s Day gift.

 One year, I was one of those lucky moms. 
My youngest son, Michael, who was then 7 
years old, was downtown shopping with his 
brothers and found the treasure he couldn’t 
resist.

On Mother’s Day morning, he presented me 
with a tiny gecko pin with “scales” on its back 
polished to look like diamonds, and with real 
ruby eyes.

Genuine rubies! That’s what was written 
on the tag. Granted, these were the tiniest ru-
bies imaginable. To Michael and to me they 
were the crown jewels. His older brothers 

had questioned him 
about spending so 
much money. The pin 
had cost $20. But his 
answer was simple: 
“She’s my mom.”  

My son has prob-
ably forgotten all this 
but I remember it as if 
it were yesterday. I re-
member a few not-so-
endearing moments, as 
well. But when I see those ruby eyes looking 
out at me from a shelf over my desk, those 
memories fade away.

So it is with mothers. I don’t know a single 
mother whose True 
North is not her 
family. No matter 
what else we are 
doing, or how mad 
we are at our kids, 
we know where we 
are happiest. 

A hug or smile, 
even tears can touch 
our heartstrings. 
And when these 
things are miss-
ing everything else 
starts to feel like so 
much busy work. 
Doctor, lawyer or 
Indian chief — my 
personal calling — 
the mother in us 
still rules. 

“She’s my mom.” 
Even now I smile 

when I think about my son standing there 
beaming with pride and affection. 

I know that none of this was about my being 
a perfect mom. It was a statement of trust in 
a relationship that was as vital to me as it was 
to him. The title line in Paul Simon’s song, 
“She Loves Me Like a Rock,” says it all: This 
relationship is a bond that defines us as moms 
and on which our kids’ lives depend. 

I believe that is true. But we shouldn’t get 
too sentimental. There is another song that 
was popular around our house called “Wagon 
Wheel.” I remember being crestfallen and 
slightly red-faced when I learned that, “Rock 
me, mama,” in the lyrics was not about me but 
the women who took my place!  

Notwithstanding the youthful affection 
wrapped up in those tiny ruby eyes, mom 
gives way to mama soon enough. Still, even 
when the kids grow up and leave home, a 
simple phone call or an unexpected visit can 
make a bad day good. 

Last week was like that. It had been a par-
ticularly long, dry spell of daily minutia. Then 
our eldest son e-mailed to say he would be 
in town the next evening. He wondered if we 
would have a spare bed for him. A spare bed? 
You betcha! And clean sheets, fresh towels 
and cold beer in the fridge. After all, he’s my 
son!

Not long ago, I was in Starbuck’s with my 
4-year-old grandson. I was busy taking the 
crust off his sandwich, trying to get him to eat 

while he pulled every last piece of a new Lego 
set out of the package. 

As we sat there, I hunkered down over Gus, 
his uneaten sandwich and the Legos, now 
spilling onto the floor. Out of the corner of 
my eye, I noticed a woman’s purple-and-pink 
striped tights and spiked heals at the next 
table. I looked up to see an elderly woman 
smiling at us. 

She was impish looking with dyed red hair, 
very sweet and quite chatty. She was eager to 
engage Gus, but had no more luck than I did. 
She settled for me: “Is this your little boy?”

“No. He’s my grandson, my son’s little 
boy.”  

“He’s very sweet.” 
Then a faraway look came over her. “I have 

a son, too. They are so sweet when they are 
young. And then they leave and. ...”

I still think about this woman, so charmed 
by a child and yet without any children in her 
life. I wish I could tell her son to phone home! 
It is so easy to miss the smiles and laughter 
when they are all around us. How often do we 
take the hugs and treasures for granted? 

And as adults, do we remember to do the 
little things that will make mom smile?

Kids are the air we breathe. They give 
meaning to our lives. And mom is the rock 
that lets kids feel safe enough to move out into 
the wide world. We want them to meet those 
mamas and the other men and live happily 
ever after. 

So on Mother’s Day, or any old day, pick up 
the phone, send mom a treasure or give her a 
hug. After all, she’s your mom! ■

Nancy McGaraghan is a member of the 
Weekly’s Board of Contributors. She can be 
e-mailed at chezmcg@hotmail.com.

#1PREMIER TERMITE INC.
Lic#PR2464

PREMIER CONSTRUCTION INC.
Lic#611710

Homes Need Check Ups Too!

650-726-7756 

$50 OFF 
INSPECTION

We Do It All – One Stop Shop!

Offer expires 7/31/09

Please be advised that Thursday, May 21, 2009, the ARB shall 
conduct a public hearing at 8:30 AM in the Council Chambers, 1st 
Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested 
persons may appear and be heard.

998 San Antonio Rd. [09-PLN-00000-00003]: Request for 
Architectural Review by Barton Architect on behalf of Anjuman-
E-Jamali for a new mosque and community hall with attached 
parking garage (approx. 11,229 square feet excluding garage floor 
area) on a 25,301 sq. ft. site zoned GM - General Manufacturing. 
Environmental Assessment: A Draft Initial Study and Negative 
Declaration have been prepared in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements.

795 El Camino Real [09-PLN-00047]: Request for Architectural 
Review by Salas O’Brien on behalf of the Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation (PAMF) for the installation of a new wind turbine on the 
roof of the stairwell on the PAMF parking garage.  A Variance is also 
requested to allow the wind turbine to exceed the 50 height limit by 
approximately 18 feet.

639 Homer Avenue [09-PLN-00067]: Request for Architectural 
Review by David Solnick on behalf of Farzad Ghafari for three new 
single family homes on an RM-30 zoned parcel.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 
disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, 
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn 
more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

 
AmyFrench 

Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING 
of the City of Palo Alto 

Architectural Review Board 
(ARB)

Palo Alto Landfill Will Be Closed 
Monday, May 11, 2009

Due to necessary construction at the landfill entrance, the landfill will be 
closed on Monday, May 11th.  During the one-day closure residents may 
take refuse to the SMaRT Station located at 301 Carl Road in Sunnyvale 
(see map below).

The landfill will reopen on Tuesday May 12th, with a new entrance.  The new 
entrance will still be on Embarcadero Road and will be located adjacent to 
the Water Quality Control Plant.  Signs directing residents to the new landfill 
entrance will be posted.

We apologize for this inconvenience.  If you wish more information please 
contact the Palo Alto Landfill at (650) 329-2113.  

SMaRT Station
301 Carl Road, Sunnyvale
(408)752-8530

‘She’s my mom!’ and other reasons to remember mom, every day
Board of Contributors

How often do we take the 
hugs and treasures for 
granted? 
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

I
t all started approximate-
ly 11 years ago when Jeff 
Powell discovered a stone-
carving class at the Pacific 
Art League in Palo Alto and 

asked his friend, Sue Toorans, to 
take it with him. Neither of them 
imagined that when Toorans said 
“Sure, why not,” what a formative 
moment it would be in both their 
lives.

Both took to the medium imme-
diately. Powell had taken courses 
at the art league  — printmaking, 
drawing, painting — and was even 
serving on the board, but had not 
yet found his niche. “Color,” he 
says, “was not my thing.”

Toorans had worked in fabric and 
metalsmithing, but was attracted by 
the artistic freedom of stone carv-

ing. (Unlike clothing or jewelry, 
she says, a sculpture “doesn’t have 
to fit on someone’s body.”)

But shortly before the end of 
that first semester, just as Powell 
and Toorans were mastering the 
basics of their new discipline, the 
stone-carving instructor suddenly 
relocated to the East Coast. Even 
without a replacement teacher, 
Powell convinced the league to 
grant Toorans and him continued 
access to the studio. They worked 
independently on projects, gleaning 
new knowledge where they could 
and honing their skills through a 
lot of trial and error.

In just a few short years, the 
stone-carving class was back in 

ROCKof
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The timeless art of  
stone carving flourishes 
in Palo Alto class 

(continued on page 26)

by Kevin Kirby
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Veronica W
eber
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Above left: Dennis Haas gently 
works on his abstract alabaster 
piece during the Pacific Art 
League class. Above: Sculptures 
by Sue Toorans, who teaches 
the stone-carving class with Jeff 
Powell. Left: Toorans helps stu-
dent Carolyn Siegel.
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*APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective April 1, 2009 and is variable and subject to change. Star One's dividend rate and APY may change monthly as determined by the Credit Union Board of Directors. $50 minimum opening deposit is required 
to establish the account. You must maintain a $50 minimum daily balance to earn 2.02% APY. Subject to Truth-in-Savings disclosures and fee schedule. All accounts are subject to Star One credit approval, account opening procedures, and standard 
account and membership terms and disclosures. Fees may reduce earnings. Competitor’s rates were obtained from an independent survey conducted on April 3, 2009.

Federally Insured by the NCUA.

www.starone.org
 (408) 543-5202

toll free (866) 543-5202
Sunnyvale

Enterprise Way & 11th Ave

Cupertino

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

San Jose

Blossom Hill Rd & Almaden Expwy
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El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

Our Money Market Savings Account 
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The New Oshman Family JCC
The South Peninsula’s Newest Fitness and Community Center

 State of the art fitness equipment with  
TV monitors on each cardio machine  

 Dozens of group exercise classes from  
kickboxing to Zumba® to yoga 

Dedicated Spinning® studio

 Heated indoor “water park” pool with  
slides, zero depth entry and adjoining  
kid-friendly party room  

 Outdoor, six-lane lap pool, kid’s water play  
area and relaxing sundeck  

 Aquatics classes, group swim and private 
lessons for all ages

 Personal training, Pilates, massage and  
child care services 

 Pickup and team basketball, volleyball and  
more in our 8,955 square foot gym 

Sauna & steam rooms for men and women

 Performing arts programs year-round in our 
Cultural Arts Hall

 Social, cultural, recreational and educational 
classes for all ages and interests

 Award-winning T’enna Preschool and family 
education programs

The Oshman Family JCC Welcomes Everyone. Opening Fall 2009.
Contact us today | 3997 Fabian Way, Palo Alto | (650) 248-2959 | membership@paloaltojcc.org
*While gift supplies last. Certain conditions and restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/09.

Charter Member Special Offer: Join by May 31st 
for $0 registration fee, lowest rates and a free gift.
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Great homes are as different 
as the people who live in them.
Whether you’re building a new home 
or remodeling, expect excellence 
from De Mattei.

Relax ... Keep the lifestyle you 
love in this slow economy ...

We have unique one-of-a-kind 
designer furniture & accessories 
at lower than warehouse prices.

Mountain View
 650-964-7212

141 El Camino Real

San Mateo
650-577-8979

1888 S. Norfork

Danville 
 (925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
(415) 456-2765
863 E. Francisco
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Arts & Entertainment

Veronica W
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the art league’s course catalogue, 
this time with Toorans and Powell 
as co-instructors. 

Now, nearly every Tuesday eve-
ning, you will find them in the 
studio, passing on what they have 
learned to a small group of students. 
Class size hovers around 10, with 
each semester bringing a mix of 
new faces and returning students.

The studio itself is a long narrow 
room in a low-roofed building on 
Alma Street in Palo Alto, not far 
from downtown. A double row of 
folding tables runs the length of the 
room. Shelves and cabinets line the 
walls. The space does double-duty 
as a ceramics classroom; it’s impos-
sible to guess how much of the fine 
dust in the room is powdered clay 
and how much is powdered alabas-
ter. 

The atmosphere is casual. Toorans 
says she and Powell lecture only two 
or three times during a 12-week 
course. More often, they simply 
circulate among the students, an-
swering questions or offering tips 
as needed. Conversation in the stu-
dio is wide-ranging and collegial. 
Following a volley of jokes during 
a recent class session, one student 
quips, “Sometimes we even talk 
about art.”

The free-range chatter points up 
one of the most significant aspects 
of stone carving as an art form: It 
is, in Toorans’ words, “a slow me-
dium.” Shaping, refining and pol-
ishing a hunk of raw stone into a 
finished sculpture requires, more 
than anything else, a great deal of 
patience, and much of the work is 

tedious (especially the late stages, 
when the sculpture is sanded with 
ever-finer grades of sandpaper until 
it takes on a watery sheen). Twelve 
consecutive Tuesday evenings, she 
admits, is barely enough time for 
a student to finish a small piece 
with concerted effort. Some of the 
returning students are working on 
sculptures that they began more 
than a year ago.

One such student, Doug Howett, 
arrives in the studio on a recent 
evening pulling his roughed-out 
sculpture in a wagon. Given that his 
piece — a figure of a runner that he 
has been carving out of high-grade 
white carrera statuaria marble for 
the past 15 months — is roughly 18 
inches high and composed of stone 
that weighs 150 pounds per cubic 
foot, the wagon makes sense.

Howett hoists the sculpture onto 
the table and lays it on its side, cram-
ming an old Nerf football under-
neath to hold the piece at the desired 
angle. He estimates he has another 
six months of work to do before his 
vision reaches completion, before 
that flash of inspiration from early 
2008 is finally fulfilled. At present, 
Howett is working with a variety 
of curved metal files, smoothing 
the concavities and starting to add 
detail, seemingly one molecule at a 
time. “Marble is so hard ... It’s just 
repeat, repeat, repeat.”

Next to him, Carolyn Siegel is 
nearly finished with the short-
beaked, round-bodied bird that she 
is carving from raspberry alabaster. 
Siegel has worked in clay for sev-
eral years and currently teaches 
sculptural ceramics at a local high 
school, but she is relatively new to 
stone carving. 

She seems intrigued by the inher-
ent character in a chunk of stone, 
perhaps because it is so unlike the 
malleability of clay. As Seigel be-
gins to polish her current sculpture, 
she makes a happy discovery: a 
darker stripe in the alabaster — 
typically unnoticed until the stone is 
either polished or wetted — running 
down the center of the bird’s head 
and directly down the beak.

Powell and Toorans are both 
quick to point out that these “sur-
prises” in the stone can just as often 
be unpleasant. “It’s not a medium 
for perfectionists,” Powell explains, 
“because every stone is going to 
have unexpected color changes or 
inclusions (imperfections). You 
have to make compromises with the 
stone.”

At the far end of the table — that’s 
the “mineral chips flying through 
the air” end — are a number of 
students who are just beginning to 
explore the surprises concealed in 
their blocks of alabaster and soap-
stone. One is a brand-new student 
this quarter; the others are return-
ing students who happen to be in the 
early stages of new projects. All are 
wielding hammers and chisels.

“These are tools that Michelan-
gelo would recognize,” Toorans 
says, explaining that the process of 
carving stone has not changed sig-
nificantly in centuries. Unless you 
use modern power tools (as Toorans 
does in her home studio), it’s still 
done with a variety of specialized 
chisels, files and rasps.

“Chiseling is more fun than sand-
ing,” says Lee Nelson, one of the 
returning students, pausing to run 
his fingers over the crosshatch pat-
tern left in his block of soapstone 
by a toothed chisel. “You see more 
result. You feel more connection to 
the stone.”

“It takes my mind off everything, 
which is something I didn’t expect,” 
he adds, echoing Powell’s assertion 
that “The physical release of picking 
up a hammer and chisel ... becomes 
meditative.” 

A few feet away, Jeremy Shar lis-
tens as he chiseled a hunk of stone 
into the rough outline of what will 
one day be an octopus. Shar is a 
Menlo Park high school student 
who has been coming to this class 
for more than three years. He holds 
his own conversationally in a group 
that includes engineers, a law librar-
ian, a medical researcher, a therapist 
and an honest-to-gosh rocket scien-
tist. Asked what keeps bringing him 
back, he replies, “It’s kind of fun, 
doing something that nobody else 
you know is doing.”

The slowly emerging octopus is 
just one of five projects that Shar is 
currently working on, so chances are 
good he’ll be coming to the Tues-
day-evening studio for some time. 
And chances are good that Powell 
and Toorans will be there to share 
the fruits of their experience. 

“Sue and I will keep doing this 
as long as the Pacific Art League is 
there and will have us,” Powell says. 
“We both love it so much, I don’t see 
us stopping.” 

Info: Pacific Art League classes 
are offered on a quarterly basis. 
For more information on this and 
other courses, go to www.pacific
artleague.org or call 650-321-
3891.

From left, Rob Woodworth, Jeremy Shar and Lee Nelson in class, where 
conversation is wide-ranging and collegial.

Rock of ages
(continued from page 23)

www.RivieraLandscape.com

Residential and Commercial
gardening & landscaping services

We specialize in landscaping & lawn care services 
for clients of all sizes. No job is too big or too small.

Lic. #918220

Call us today for a FREE estimate 
at (650) 207-1993

SPRING IS HERE!

“MAKE YOUR HOUSE INTO 
YOUR DREAM HOME”

 ADDITIONS

 LIGHT COMMERCIAL

 NEW CONSTRUCTION

 DEMO & CLEANUP
(650) 482-9090  FAX (650) 234-1045

Menlo Park, CA

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

License #907806

20 Years of Unmatched Excellence
www.djmccannconstruction.com

Come to Ela  
for that Special Gift 
to Honor Mother.

Exquisite Sleepwear 
and Lingerie.

1139 Chestnut St. 
Downtown Menlo Park

Thoughtfulness   

        Counts…

THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF PALO ALTO

Please join us for our

Spring Kitchen Tour

Tour five fabulous Palo Alto kitchens. Tickets - $35
Tour begins at 1802 Fulton Street, Palo Alto

For more info, call (650) 321-5821 or email springkitchentour@gmail.com
Tour is approximately 2 hours. For your comfort and safety, we request  

low-heeled shoes. Please no cameras or children.
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Imagine if Paris Hilton had to 
save the world.

But think of a futuristic world 
(circa 2029) in which people’s 
names are traded on the reputation 
stock market. The United States’ 
Freedom Coalition occupies North-
ern California — after an uprising 
by the Bay Area’s anti-capitalist 
rebels — and the Middle East is 
about to explode in war.

By the way, the main charac-
ter in this scenario isn’t really Ms. 
Hilton, but a different party-animal 
heir cast in a similar mold. Eliot R. 
Vanderthorpe Jr. is shallow, libidi-
nous and surprisingly likeable. Oh, 
and he’s also a philosophy grad-
school dropout with an evil doppel-
gänger. Named Aliot.

Can this planet be saved? Turn 
to Stanford grad student Lee Kon-
stantinou’s new book, “Pop Apoca-
lypse,” to find out.

Billed as “a possible satire,” Kon-
stantinou’s first novel, published 
by Harper Perennial, is full of the 
fanciful gadgets and the sense of 
the world we know turned on its ear 
that science fiction readers expect. 
Eliot’s sometime girlfriend, Sarah, 
wears a mood-stabilizer bracelet, 
while his father calls him on his 
smartwatch.

“The spill of neat-o ideas is a 
blast,” British science fiction writer 
Adam Roberts wrote in a review of 
“Pop Apocalypse” on his blog. One 
of his favorite things: the daily Ter-
ror Forecast.

This world, though, is also famil-
iar, sometimes creepily so.

“I wanted to take a story that be-
gan in an obscure vein, from sci-
ence fiction, and address issues that 
had more universal appeal,” Kon-
stantinou said. “I wanted basically 
to have it set in the present with a 
few seemingly innocuous changes 
to technology. ... This is basically a 
book about finance.”

A major turning point in “Pop 
Apocalypse” comes when Eliot’s 
wealthy father, weary of his son’s 
shenanigans, turns Eliot’s name 
loose on the Reputations Exchange. 
Says Eliot Sr.: “The discipline you 
need, son, is the discipline of the 
open market. In the mundane world, 

it is the market that gives and that 
takes away.”

(As it happens, when a drugged-
up Eliot makes a scene at a presi-
dential reception, his name’s value 
falls like a shot.)

In today’s celebrity-stalking soci-
ety, it’s not so surprising that when 
a big name screws up, the public 
gets wind of it right away. In “Pop 
Apocalypse,” the appetite for scan-
dals has grown increasingly raven-
ous, aided by the march of technol-
ogy and “fan-scholars,” who study 
everything the famous do.

When Eliot and Sarah have their 
first kiss, for example, a paparazzo in 
a tree captures it on his palmcam:

Footage of The Kiss, as it soon 
came to be known, hit the media-
sphere in less than twenty minutes. 
... Eliot’s Name took a devastat-
ing hit as lovesick girls around the 
world started abandoning ‘Eliot’s 
Den.’ For their part, the evangeli-
cal gossip magazines ... weren’t en-
tirely pleased that Eliot was dating 
someone Jewish or that he might 
actually, God forbid, be having 
premarital sex. Sarah, meanwhile, 
became the center of her own fan 
industry. ... At its peak, the median 
price her Name could earn hit $500 
per minute of video.

Money is the key. In this world ev-
eryone is continually trying to get 
footage of everyone else, because 
you might catch a celebrity and 
make some cash.

“It’s not a Big Brother from on 
high,” Konstantinou said. “It’s more 
like everyone working in their own 
small way to watch everyone else. ... 
These things that are developed for 
homeland security will have com-
mercial applications, and the most 
shallow, banal commercial applica-
tions you could possibly imagine.”

Konstantinou knows a little some-
thing about the commercial world. 
Born in New York in 1978, he grad-
uated from Cornell and came to 
Silicon Valley, working for Oracle 
Corp. for two years as a technical 
writer. Plainly speaking, he got 
bored out of his skull. 

“I’d never planned to go to grad 

school. I knew I wanted to write fic-
tion,” he said. “But I realized that 
it’s important to have a day job that 
you really love.”

He’s now getting his doctorate at 
Stanford’s English department and 
hopes to eventually teach, probably 
specializing in 20th-century Amer-
ican literature, along with writing. 
This summer, he’s teaching a Stan-
ford continuing studies course in 
novel writing.

Later this month, Konstantinou 
will also speak on “Pop Apoca-
lypse” at Books Inc. in Palo Alto 
and at the Stanford Bookstore. 

He began writing the book in the 
summer of 2005, inspired in part 
by William Gibson’s novel “Pattern 
Recognition” and Gibson’s use of 
branding. Konstantinou decided to 
write his own novel about brand-
ing theory, weaving in his earlier 
hopes of creating “a very hardcore 
cyberpunk novel about a dystopian 
future where everyone lives in big 
skyscrapers and most of the planet is 
a wasteland covered in gray goo,” as 
he said in an interview in the back 
of “Pop.”

“Once that basic framework was 
in place, the characters and plot and 
everything else just sort of down-
loaded into my brain from wherever 
it is that novels come from.”

But it isn’t so easy to get pub-
lished. Konstantinou finished the 
first draft in the fall of 2006, sent it 
around, got some positive feedback, 
did some revising, and wondered 
whether the book would actually be 
published before 2029. Ultimately 
a publishing-company friend of a 
friend read the book, loved it, and 
got it into print.

So far, the novel is getting some 
good buzz. Publishers Weekly, for 
one, called it “playful and witty,” 
and “an intelligent and blistering 
what-if.”

Bay Area readers will also find 
much to recognize, which was part 
of the fun for Konstantinou. He set 
the book mostly in places he had 
lived or knew well, which besides 
New York and Barcelona include 
Berkeley and San Francisco’s Mis-
sion District, which he now calls 
home.

At one point in the book, Eliot 
finds himself on Mission Street, 
where he feels sorry for the “aging 
hipsters and over-the-hill bohemi-
ans” he sees:

Fifty-year-old men and women 
wear orthopedic high-tops and 
tweedy newsboy caps, play with 
nose and eyebrow rings in too-large 
piercing holes, massage heavily tat-
tooed arms that have begun to sag. 
... A blight of nostalgia grows mold-
like everywhere upon these streets 
and these people.

Does Konstantinou think his Mis-
sion friends will see themselves in 
these characters? He hopes not, he 
says, laughing. “That would be ter-
rible.” 

Info: Lee Konstantinou is sched-
uled to give readings from “Pop 
Apocalypse” at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 13, at Books Inc. at 
Town & Country Village in Palo 
Alto; and at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 26, at the Stanford Book-
store at 519 Lasuen Mall. Go to 
www.leekonstantinou.com.

The not-so-distant future
Stanford grad student’s dystopian first novel 

is ‘a possible satire’
by Rebecca Wallace

Veronica W
eber

Lee Konstantinou in San Francisco’s Dolores Park, one of the settings 
in his book “Pop Apocalypse.”

“We’re all about smiles.”
  David L, McKenna, D.D.S.

650-321-4544
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Worth a Look

Music
‘Concerto for Florist and 
Ensemble’

It will be a meeting of the me-
dia — very diverse media — when 
Stanford composer Mark Ap-
plebaum’s “Concerto for Florist and 
Ensemble” is performed on Friday, 
May 15. 

Held outdoors in the Cantor Arts 
Center’s inner courtyard, the free 
event will feature not only a group 
of musicians but also “performance 
florist” James DelPrince. As the 
new-music improvisers play, Del-
Price will work with flowers, prai-
rie grasses, skewered green apples, 
barbed wire, artichokes and other 
materials. His instruments: pruning 
shears and glue gun.

Applebaum’s piece, billed by 
Stanford Lively Arts as “mercu-
rial and vibrant,” will be played by 
Mark Dresser on bass, Terry Long-
shore and Steven Schick on percus-
sion, Brian McWhorter on trumpet, 
Tom Nunn on sound-sculpture, Jane 
Rigler on flute and Scott Rosenberg 
on saxophone.

Applebaum is associate professor 
of composition and theory at Stan-
ford; DelPrince is associate pro-
fessor of floral design and interior 
plantscaping design at Mississippi 
State University.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for the 
7 p.m. concert, held at 328 Lomita 
Drive at Stanford. Go to livelyarts.
stanford.edu.

Science
USGS open house

Scientists unite next weekend to 
give the community a taste of what 
projects and developments are hap-
pening at the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey in Menlo Park. 

On May 16 and 17, the USGS’s 
ninth triennial open house takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with 

exhibits, educational presentations 
and live entertainment featuring 
jazz, bluegrass and folk music. The 
scientists from the Menlo Park cam-
pus have a lot to share about earth-
quakes, water quality, volcanoes, 
coastal and marine geology, the San 
Francisco Bay ecosystem and other 
topics.

Hands-on exhibits will include 
“Dress Like a Marine Geologist,” 
“Creatures of the Arizona Desert 
Dust” and “Make Your Own Earth-
quake.” Numerous speakers will 
give presentations in hopes of help-
ing audiences gain perspective on 
and appreciation of the Earth.

The event is at 345 Middlefield 
Road in Menlo Park; admission is 
free. For more information go to 
openhouse.wr.usgs.gov/index.html# 
or call 650-329-4390.

Dance
Stanford Powwow

The Mother’s Day weekend means 
drums and dancing in the Eucalyp-
tus Grove at Stanford University: 
It’s time for the 38th annual Stan-
ford Powwow.

The free event, which runs May 8 
through May 10, is filled with a va-
riety of music and dance events for 
all ages, with “grand entry” times 
planned for Friday at 7 p.m., Satur-
day at 1 and 7 p.m. and Sunday at 1 
p.m. Dances generally run from 7 
to 11 p.m. on Friday, 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Sunday. Bright outfits and 
headdresses add even more color to 
the event.

Other planned activities include 
a 5K race and a one-mile run/walk 
on Saturday and a basketball tour-
nament on Sunday. The powwow is 
sponsored by the Stanford Ameri-
can Indian Organization.

For more details, call 650-723-
4078 or go to powwow.stanford.
edu.

Stanford composer Mark Applebaum brings his “Concerto for Florist 
and Ensemble” to the Cantor Arts Center on May 15.

Toni G
authier
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Sell your valuables 
where the 
dealers do!

Cash for 
Diamonds!

Cash for all
Sterling Silver

Members:
Professional Numismatists Guild

Industry Council for Tangible Assests
International Watch & Jewelry Guild

American Numismatic Assoc. N.A.W.C.C.

Crown Plaza-Cabana
4295 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto, CA 94306

Local (707) 287-1919 Toll Free (877)810-6011

National Treasurers 
Estate Buyers

COINS WANTED! 
Cash for all Gold, Silver & 
Collector coins. Paying the 

highest possible prices.

U.S. Silver Coins
Buying 1964 & older

Silver Dollars
$12.00 to $25,000 ea.

Cash for Currency
Silver Certifi cates

Large Size notes
$500 to $1000 bills
Frational currency
Confederate notes

Foreign paper money

POCKET WATCHES
& WRIST WATCHES

All Wrist & Pocket 
Watches Wanted 

From All Time Periods
Running Or Not

Also Wanted:

National expert on 
hand to appraise & 
buy your watches

ESTATE 
JEWELRY 
WANTED!

Including tea sets, trays, 
knives, forks, spoons, and 

serving pieces.

Looking for 5 ct. Diamonds or Larger!

Graduate Gemologist on site!
1/3 Carat ...............up to $500
1/2 Carat ............up to $1,400
1 Carat ................up to $7,000
2 Carat ..............up to $20,000
3 Carat ..............up to $30,000
4 Carat ..............up to $50,000
5 Carat ............up to $125,000

Old Jewelry, Watches, Coins & Art 
Worth a Fortune

Talk to a leading 
industry expert

35 Years in 
Business

BUYING 
FOR TOP $$$

All Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry, Scrap Gold, Coins, Currency
Diamonds, Watches, Fine Art, Antiques, Collectibles & More.

Come in for a FREE evaluation and our offer to purchase.
Offers made on the spot —cash to you instantly

Highest 
Buying Prices in 

30 Years!

Deal in 
Confi dence with 

a local 
Bay Area Co.

3 Days Only in Palo Alto. Thurs. Fri. Sat. May 7th, 8th and 9th

Thursday, May 7th Friday, May 8th: 9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
and Saturday, May 9th:  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Home appointments
Available for large 

collections and estates

Ro
ad

Ro
ad

A
ra

st
ra

de
ro

El Camino Real

Foothill Expwy

BAYSHORE 101

Crown Plaza
Cabana

Sa
n 

A
nt

on
io

Secure Location–Easy Access 
FREE Parking

Newer Jewelry 
bought 

All quality 
& styles

Antiques & Fine 
Art wanted!
Oil Paintings
California Art

Antique Bronzes

& much more.

Sets & Collections

Rolls & accumulations

Single Key Dates

— Investment Porfolios —

Deal directly 

with a national expert.

We recently bought single coins 

valued at over $100,000 each!
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NEXT STEP 
OUR

New hauler.  

New look. 

Same great people.

Starting July 1, 2009, you’ll see a new 
truck in your neighborhood driven by 
the same friendly faces that will provide 
you with the outstanding service you 
are accustomed to receiving. GreenWaste 
of Palo Alto is the City’s new contractor 
for waste collection, transportation 
and processing services. The Palo Alto 
community is committed to Zero Waste 
by 2021, and GreenWaste will help the 
City reach its goal. Following PASCO 
Sam’s tradition of friendly, fast and  
efficient service, GreenWaste will help 
the community take the next step into  
a cleaner, greener future for everyone. 

(650) 496–5910

City of Palo Alto
NOTICE OF DIRECTOR’S HEARING

To be held at 3:00 p.m., Thursday, May 21, 2009 in the Palo Alto City Council Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic 
Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public at the Development Center, 285 Hamilton Avenue, 
Palo Alto, California on:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday              8:00 am - Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Wednesday                                                           9:00 am - Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

  
639 Homer Avenue [09-PLN-00080]: Request by Jon Schink for preliminary parcel map for a 2-unit condominium 
subdivision. Zoning: RM-30. 

Curtis Williams
Interim Director of Planning and Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive devices are available in the Coun-
cil Chambers and Council Conference Room and Sign language interpreters will be provided upon request with 72 
hours advance notice.

KGO’s Len Tillem  
&  

Michael Gilfix

In Tough Times:
ASSET PROTECTION FOR YOUR FAMILY

Len Tillem, Esq.
Host of KGO’s “Legaltalk”

Len Tillem & Associates

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP

35 yrs. Experience

Thursday, May 14, 2009 
2:30-4:30 pm or 7:00-9:00 pm

Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel, Mediterranean Room
4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306

Free Seminar! 

“Educational
and Fun”

Call to make
reservations  

650-493-8070  
or register online at:

www.gilfix.com

Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you 

   leave your children from Divorce, Lawsuits and Tax

Special Needs Trusts for Disabled Children

Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs-Protect 

Your Residence  

Estate Tax Avoidance

REGISTER
NOW!

Are You Sick and Tired Of 
Toenail Fungus Infection?

“You Now Have Help With New Laser Technology”

New patented laser technology kills the 
pathogens that cause toenail fungus!

New Laser Technology
Do you suffer from a fungal  
infection in your toe nails?

At best fungal infections show 
up as a white patch on your nail, 
which may spread to more nails. 
At worst a fungal infection can 
make your nails a sickly yellow or 
black color. Fungal infections can 
even spread to someone who 
shares living space with you.

If you are, or think you may be, bat-
tling a fungal infection set up your 
free consultation to see if zapping 
it away is an option for you.

P.S. Please do yourself a favor and contact us to schedule your FREE consultation as soon as possible.

Contact us to schedule your

FREE Consultation ($80 value)

More information is available at  
www.ZAPthatFUNGUS.com

Call: (650) 595-4148
appointments@ 

SANcarlosPODIATRY.com

DROP BY THE OFFICE

SAN CARLOS PODIATRY
1100 Laurel St. Suite E
San Carlos, CA 94070

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 12:0-1:30 | M-F
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

BURMESE

Green Elephant Gourmet

(650) 494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

2008 Best Chinese

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 856-3338

2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong—Menlo Park

Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic's 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant  323-7700

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

2006 Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

Indochine  853-1238

Thai & Vietnamese Cuisine

www.indochinethai.com

2710 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto

Midtown Shopping Center

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Search a complete

 listing of  local

restaurant

reviews by location

 or type  of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Restaurant
of the week

Reservations Accepted

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., 
Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet  M-F; 
Organic Veggies

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Peter Canavese, Tyler Hanley and  
Susan Tavernetti

Every Little Step 
1/2

(Aquarius) Most actors have 
two terrors. The traditional “ac-
tor’s nightmare” is forgetting 
one’s lines in the middle of a per-
formance. Running a close second 
is the nerve-jangling gauntlet of 
an audition: a soul-baring perfor-
mance for a very small and very 
judgmental audience, often with 
a paycheck at stake. The smash-
hit Broadway musical “A Chorus 
Line” deals with the latter terror; 
so too does a new documentary 
film about the show and its 2006 
Broadway revival: “Every Little 
Step.”

The 1975 play “A Chorus Line” 
memorably depicted dancers audi-
tioning for prized roles in the cho-
rus of a Broadway musical. In the 
years since, the audition process 
has increasingly become the stuff 
of “reality” entertainment, from 
“Star Search” to “American Idol” 
(and YouTube star Susan Boyle). 
But the play’s creator, the late Mi-
chael Bennett, understood better 
than most what dancers think and 
feel. A dancer himself, Bennett 
created “A Chorus Line” through 
an innovative workshop process, 
beginning with a 1974 gathering 
of 22 dancers coaxed into shar-
ing their personal histories, their 
sexual identities, their triumphs 
and, most importantly, their fears 
(a “big jug of red wine” helped to 
open the floodgates). 

Filmmakers James D. Stern and 
Adam Del Deo begin the film by 
delving into those tapes, and “Ev-
ery Little Step” devotes not insig-
nificant screen time to recounting 
the development of a play referred 
to as “every performer’s story” 
and “the history of dance in the-
ater.” An oral history of the show 
includes comments from original 
co-choreographer Bob Avian, 
composer Marvin Hamlisch, orig-
inal “Cassie” Donna McKechnie 
and original “Connie” Baayork 
Lee. As director and choreogra-
pher of the revival, respectively, 
Avian and Lee sit behind the au-
dition table, their experience with 
the play making them especially 
discriminating and especially em-
pathetic.

Stern and Del Deo enjoyed un-
precedented access to the revival’s 
audition process (thanks to a spe-
cial dispensation by Actors’ Eq-
uity), so we get a strong sense of 
the eight-month process of cattle 
calls and callbacks used to whittle 
3,000 auditioners down to a cast of 
about 30. Naturally, some dancers 
wilt under the pressure and others 
shine. One reduces the audition 
panel to tears and, seconds after 
he exits, gets a “Sign him up!” 
from Avian. Another invites the 

filmmakers into her home to meet 
her father, a retired professional 
dancer who shares, “The hardest 
thing is when you can’t dance.”

In an obvious but basically ef-
fective approach, the film counter-
points the musical’s deconstruc-
tion of auditions with the 2006 
auditions we’re seeing. As Cassie 
puts it in the play, “I am putting 
myself on the line.” All artists 
at some point feel that ultimate 
vulnerability of putting it all on 
the line through and for their art; 
that visceral feeling is the beating 
heart of Bennett’s work and “Ev-
ery Little Step”’s fine return to it.

Rated PG-13 for some strong 
language and sexual references. 
One hour, 36 minutes.

 — Peter Canavese

Star Trek 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Un-

less you’ve been living under a 
rock, you’ve at least heard of “Star 
Trek.” You probably recognize the 
odd phrase (“Beam me up,” “Set 
phasers on stun” or perhaps “Live 
long and prosper”) and the guy 
with the pointy ears.

Some of you recognize quite a 
bit more, and director J.J. Abrams 
and screenwriters Alex Kurtzman 
and Roberto Orci have effectively 
served both masters: The rebooted 
“Star Trek” will please the lion’s 
share of fans while reaching out to 
what may be the biggest audience 
the 43-year-old series has ever en-
joyed.

Abrams has taken essentially 
the same tack here as he did with 
Paramount’s other big TV-derived 
franchise, “Mission: Impossible.” 
Like “Mission: Impossible III,” 
“Star Trek” runs mostly on fast-
paced, big-budgeted, explosive 
action, fuel-injected with melo-
drama. The bravura opening se-
quence immediately thrills and 
tugs at the heartstrings, but brush 
that tear from your eye, as Abrams 
is about to hurtle through and hur-
dle over enough scrapes for dozens 
of cliffhanger serials.

Abrams and company have 
achieved quite a bit in reframing 
the future adventures of the explor-
ers of Starfleet (a “peacekeeping 
and humanitarian armada”). The 
crew of the Enterprise includes 
Capt. Christopher Pike (Bruce 
Greenwood), first officer Spock 
(Zachary Quinto), communica-
tions officer Uhura (Zoe Saldana), 
Dr. Leonard “Bones” McCoy 
(Karl Urban), helmsman Hikaru 
Sulu (John Cho), 17-year-old navi-
gator Chekov (Anton Yelchin), and 
the brash and unwelcome James 
T. Kirk (Chris Pine), destined to 
follow in his father’s footsteps to 

become a Starfleet captain (also 
on the fringes: Simon Pegg’s Scot-
tish starship engineer Montgom-
ery Scott).

Before the Enterprise takes its 
maiden voyage in response to a 
mysterious threat (involving Eric 
Bana’s Romulan “war crimi-
nal” Nero), Abrams gets to work 
with some surprisingly rich and 
certified-fresh myth-building. 
It’s a stroke of genius to conceive 
of Kirk and Spock as two rebels 
looking for a cause, who butt heads 
on the way to becoming lifelong 
friends. The filmmakers fill the 
film with spectacular special ef-
fects and fan-pleasing in-jokes 
and references, including walking 
reference Leonard Nimoy repris-
ing the role he created as the elder 
Spock (referred to in the credits as 
“Spock Prime”). 

No fair telling how or when he 
turns up, but I will say this: He 
comes along with one mother of a 
plot hole that’s close to inexcusable 
(and definitely illogical). Abrams 
hopes he’s got the film moving too 
fast for viewers to notice or care, 
and he’s probably right. Those 
wanting to excuse the plot hole can 
tie it into the film’s strong sense of 
destiny, despite the villain’s large-
ly successful attempts to disrupt 
the timeline.

Speaking of quibbles, here are 
three others: the unearned, campy 
touch of putting some kind of 
space sword in Sulu’s hand; the 
hellishly spiky and impractically 
designed Romulan tech (“Star 
Trek” bad guys never met a cat-
walk they didn’t like); and, after 
a while, that relentlessly manic 
action-movie pace. At times, you 
may wish, as I did, that this most 
dizzyingly hyperactive of movies 
would calm down just a little.

The rest of the strenuous plot 
gymnastics pretty much work, and 
by pressing the continuity-reset 
button, Abrams and company are 
able to make some bold — in fact, 
downright apocalyptic — changes 
to the “Star Trek” universe. But 
change is good for the soul, so 
they say, and the new cast mem-
bers acquit themselves admira-
bly by channeling their forebears 
without suffocating their own per-
sonalities.

Rated PG-13 for violence, sci-
fi action and brief sexual content. 
Two hours, seven minutes.

 — Peter Canavese

OPENINGS

To view the trailers for “Star 
Trek” and “Every Little Step.” 
go to Palo Alto Online at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.EVERYLITTLESTEPFILM.COM

THE JOURNEY OF ‘A CHORUS LINE’ FROM THE VERY BEGINNING

EVERY LITTLE STEP

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COMFOR GROUP SALES, CONTACT: 
everylittlestep.group@gmail.com

PRODUCED & DIRECTED BY JAMES D. STERN & ADAM DEL DEO 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER JOHN BREGLIO

STARTS TODAY!
CHECK  THEATRE 

DIRECTORIES OR CALL
FOR SHOWTIMES

DIRECTED BY
SACHA GERVASIwww.anvilmovie.com

NOW
PLAYING

“ ”

Steve Smith, TIME OUT NY
A “HILARIOUS.

”
Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLYG R A D E

“‘ANVIL’ WILL MAKE YOU A

BELIEVER!”

Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES

“ALL THAT WE CAN
ASK OF A MOVIE!”

Anthony Lane, THE NEW YORKER

LANDMARK THEATRES

AQUARIUS
430 Emerson Street, Palo Alto

(650)266-9260
www.landmarktheatres.com
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Movies

17 Again (PG-13) 1/2  Century 16: Fri.-Tue. & Thu. at 11:25 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:55 
& 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 2:25, 4:55, 7:35 & 
10:15 p.m. 

Angels & Demons Century 20: Thu. at midnight.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
Anvil! The Story of Aquarius: 4 & 9:30 p.m.  
Anvil (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
DCI 2009 The Century 16: Wed. at 7:30 p.m.  
Countdown (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Duplicity (PG-13) 1/2 Century 20: Tue. & Wed. at 1 & 6:55 p.m. 
Earth (G) Century 16: Fri.-Tue. & Thu. at 11:50 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:15 

& 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 2:50, 5:05, 7:40 & 10 p.m. 
Fri.-Sun. also at 10:15 a.m. 

Every Little Step  Aquarius: 1:30, 4, 6:30 & 9 p.m.  
(PG-13) 1/2

Fighting (PG-13)  Century 20: 10:25 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Ghosts of Girlfriends  Century 16: Fri.-Tue. & Thu. at 11:10 a.m.; 1:45, 4:20, 7:20 
Past (PG-13) 1/2 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 1:05, 2:15, 3:30, 4:45,  
 5:55, 7:10, 8:20 & 9:40 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:40 a.m.  
Hannah Montana: The Century 20: 2:55, 5:30 & 8 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 
Movie (G)  12:15 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed) 
Is Anybody There?  Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 1:55, 4:15, 6:50 & 9:20 p.m. Palo 
(PG-13) 1/2 Alto Square: 4:50 p.m. Fri.& Sat. also at 9:40 p.m. 
The Merry Gentleman Palo Alto Square: 2:20, 4:45 & 7:20 p.m. Fri.-Sat. also at  
(R) (Not Reviewed)  9:45 p.m. 
Metropolitan Opera:  Century 16: Sat. at 9:30 a.m. Century 20: Sat. at 9:30  
La Cenerentola  a.m.  
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Monsters vs. Aliens  Century 16: Fri.-Tue. & Thu. at 11:40 a.m.; 2, & 4:30 p.m. 
(PG) 1/2 Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:20 & 4:40 p.m.  
Next Day Air (R) Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:30, 3:40, 5:50, 8:10 & 10:35 
(Not Reviewed)  p.m. 
Obsessed (PG-13)  Century 16: 4:35, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also 
(Not Reviewed)  at 11 a.m.; and 1:45 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 2:40, 5:20,  
 7:55 & 10:30 p.m. 
Shall We Kiss?  Aquarius: 2 & 7 p.m.  
(Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
The Soloist (PG-13) Century 16: 1, 3:55, 6:50 & 9:45 p.m. Sat. & Sun. also at 

10:05 a.m. Century 20: 1:35, 4:20, 7:05 & 9:50 p.m. Fri.-
Sun. also at 10:50 a.m. 

Star Trek  Century 16: Fri. at 11 & 11:45 a.m.; 12:30, 1:15, 1:55,  
(PG-13) 1/2  2:40, 3:25, 4:10, 4:50, 5:35, 6:15, 7, 8, 8:30, 9:10, 9:55 

& 11 p.m. Fri. - Tue. & Thu. at 7:30 & 10:25 p.m. Sat. 
at 10:15, 11 & 11:45 a.m.; 12:30, 1:15, 1:55, 2:40, 3:25, 
4:10, 4:50, 5:35, 6:15, 7, 8, 8:30, 9:10, 9:55, 11 p.m. Sun. 
at 10:15, 11 & 11:45 a.m., 12:30, 1:15, 1:55, 2:40, 3:25, 
4:10, 4:50, 5:35, 6:15, 7, 8, 8:30, 9:10 & 9:55 p.m. Mon., 
Tue. & Thu. at 11 & 11:45 a.m.; 12:30, 1:15, 1:55, 2:40, 
3:25, 4:10, 4:50, 5:35, 6:15, 7, 8, 8:30, 9:10 & 9:55 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. at 9:55, 10:35 & 11:15 a.m.; noon, 
12:50, 1:30, 2:15, 3, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 
9, 9:45 & 10:30 p.m. Fri. - Thu. at 7:05 & 10:05 p.m. 
Mon. - Wed. at 11:15 a.m.; noon, 12:50, 1:30, 2:15, 3, 
3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9, 9:45, 10:30 p.m. 
Thu. at 11:15, 12, 12:50, 1:30, 2:15, 3, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6, 
6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9, 9:45, 10:30 & 11:15 p.m. 

State of Play  Century 16: Fri. - Tue. & Thu. at 12:10, 3:15, 7:10 & 10:15 
(PG-13) p.m. Century 20: 4 & 9:55 p.m. Fri.-Sun., Mon. & Thu. 

also at 1 & 6:55 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:10 a.m. 
Sunshine Cleaning  Palo Alto Square: 2:15 & 7:15 p.m.  
(R) 1/2

Tyson (R)  Century 16: Fri.-Tue. & Thu. at 11:05 a.m.; 1:20, 3:35, 
(Not Reviewed)  5:50, 8:05 & 10:20 p.m. 
X-Men Origins:  Century 16: Fri. at 11:15 & 11:55 a.m.; 12:35, 1:05, 
Wolverine (PG-13) 1:50, 2:25, 3:05, 3:45, 4:25, 5:05, 5:45, 6:25, 7:05, 

7:45, 8:15, 8:55, 9:35, 10:30 & 10:55 p.m. Sat. at 
10:15, 11:15 & 11:55 a.m.; 12:35, 1:05, 1:50, 2:25, 
3:05, 3:45, 4:25, 5:05, 5:45, 6:25, 7:05, 7:45, 8:15, 
8:55, 9:35, 10:30 & 10:55 p.m. Sun. at 10:15, 11:15 
& 11:55 a.m.; 12:35, 1:05, 1:50, 2:25, 3:05, 3:45, 
4:25, 5:05, 5:45, 6:25, 7:05, 7:45, 8:15, 8:55, 9:35 
& 10:30 p.m. Mon. Tue. & Thu. at 11:15 & 11:55 
a.m.; 12:35, 1:05, 1:50, 2:25, 3:05, 3:45, 4:25, 5:05, 
5:45, 6:25, 7:05, 7:45, 8:15, 8:55, 9:35 & 10:30 
p.m. Century 20: 11:25 & 11:55 a.m.; 12:30, 1:15, 2, 
2:35, 3:05, 3:50, 4:35, 5:10, 5:45, 6:30, 7:15, 7:50, 
8:25, 9:10, 9:55 & 10:35 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10 & 
10:45 a.m. 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding
Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260) 
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264) 
Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (800-326-3264) 
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264) 
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456) 
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information about 
films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

The Stanford Theatre is at 221 
University Ave. in Palo Alto. Go to 
www.stanfordtheatre.org or call 
650-324-3700.

The Searchers (1956) After 
a girl is kidnapped by Indians, 
her uncle (John Wayne) and 
adopted brother set out to find 
her. Fri. at 7:30 p.m. Sat. & 
Sun. also at 3 p.m. 

Fort Apache (1948) Just 
after the Civil War, a stern sol-
dier (Henry Fonda) is sent to 
command the calvary at Fort 
Apache, where he comes into 
conflict with his second-in-
command (John Wayne). Fri.-
Sun. at 5:10 & 9:40 p.m.

STANFORD THEATER

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.TYSON-FILM.COM     

TYSON
A JAMES TOBACK FILM

“IT IS ELEMENTAL,
ESSENTIAL VIEWING.”

–Peter Travers

“GRIPPING AND 
ENTHRALLING.”

–Kenneth Turan

“A MOVIE THAT’S 
A CONTENDER.”

–Richard Corliss

“NOTHING IS 
OFF-LIMITS
HERE.” 

–Scott Foundas

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

CENTURY CINEMA 16 
1500 North Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View

(650) 960-0970STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 8TH

Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

MICHAEL KEATON    KELLY MACDONALD

OFFICIAL SELECTION

SUNDANCE
FILM FESTIVAL

-Betsy Sharkey, LOS ANGELES TIMES

-Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

(650) 493-3456
STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 8TH

1/2

yum yum tree
CONTEMPORARY CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

650.917.8900

HOURS:
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

yum yum tree

Sunshine Cleaning 2:15, 7:15  
Is Anybody There? 4:50 

Fri/Sat Add 9:40
Merry Gentlemen 2:20, 4:45, 7:20

Fri/Sat Add 9:45 
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Eating Out

A s a local real estate agent dur-
ing the roaring 2000s, Bella 
Awdisho did well enough 

during the property bubble to pur-
sue her wildest dreams. So without 
a shred of professional experience 
in the culinary arts, she decided to 
open a restaurant in a remote cor-
ner of Mountain View.

It was a romantic notion that, by 
any normal circumstances, should 
have failed. Her only background in 
the restaurant biz was as a custom-
er and foodie who took occasional 
cooking classes until, while travel-
ing in Italy, she met the American 
family behind the burgeoning Piz-
zeria Venti chain, and liked what 
she heard.

They prided themselves on 
cooking with only with the highest 
quality ingredients, including oil 
imported from Italy to make their 
pizza crust. But Awdisho wanted to 
go beyond pizza, and convinced the 
company to let her to modify the 
menu with a host of original pasta 
dishes, appetizers and salads.

Then came a pivotal choice. 
Rather than clustering with the oth-
er restaurants downtown on Cas-
tro Street, she set up shop across 
from the Century Cinemas 16 on 
Shoreline Boulevard — a rela-
tive no-man’s land, except for one 
important neighbor: Google. Her 
gambit turned out to be a shrewd 
one, and before long lunchtime was 
hopping.

As for dinner, Pizzeria Venti’s 
spacious room — with its burnt-
orange and tan hues, faux Roman 
columns and ornate mirrors — 

makes it a wonderful and relaxing 
destination. And then there was the 
delicious food.

Kids will love the playfully 
named bocce balls ($8.50), an 
inventive appetizer consisting of 
three cue ball-sized meatballs 
baked in pizza crust and topped 
with marinara and melted cheese. 
The meatballs have the magic ratio 
of breadcrumbs/meat/egg, making 
them firm yet juicy. I would have 
preferred more seasoning, but the 
dish was fun nonetheless, with a 
crunchy finish.

After the tomato tang of the 
marinara, a caprice salad ($9.25), 
a mosaic of glistening greens, 
reds, blacks and whites, offered a 
refreshing contrast. A study in sim-
plicity, the salad had sliced roma 
tomatoes, black olives and lettuce 
setting up thinly sliced mozzarella 
and a piquant balsamic dressing. 
Our palettes were cleansed.

All starters were winners, but 
the minestrone ($5.75) was over 
the top. Its rich broth merely filled 
the gaps between an abundance of 
thick-sliced carrots, zucchini, cel-
ery, onion and broccoli, all cooked 
to retain a degree of crunchy firm-
ness. Served with several slices 
of bread, the minestrone exuded 
freshness, and would work nicely 
as a light lunch on a cool day.

Pizzeria Venti proved to be much 
more than just a pizza place, but 
we couldn’t visit without sampling 
a veggie slice ($4.75). It was more 
fitting to call it a slab. Its thin crust 
was disproportionately (in a good 
way) layered with cheese oozing 

into a jumble of sliced black ol-
ives, green peppers, mushrooms, 
tomatoes and Italian herbs. Each 
bite was stringy and decadent 
with an aftertaste of olive oil. You 
won’t find better pizza in Mountain 
View.

We also tried the explosively fla-
vorful linguini pescatore ($14.95). 
Served al dente, the pasta had light, 
mildly seasoned tomato sauce and 
showcased shrimp, clams and 
mussels in the shell and bite-sized 
chunks of salmon and snapper.

In contrast to the loud and splashy 
linguini, pesto ravioli ($11.95) were 
understated and elegant. The dish 
is six large round ravioli stuffed 
with cheese and diced chives, and 
immersed in creamy pesto sauce 
featuring that irresistibly familiar 
nutty flavor. The color was a pow-
erful mint green under the dim am-
ber lighting.

Pizzeria Venti’s lasagna ($10.75) 
was the most traditional pasta dish 
we tried. Served in a boat-shaped 
bowl, the dense, baked stack of 
flat noodles, marinara sauce and 
cheese was immersed in a deep red 
sauce, with only its upper extremity 
poking from the pool. Thoroughly 
drenched in sauce, the concoction 
was delicious.

Stuffed but determined to try 
a couple tempting desserts, we 
delved into the impressive gelato 
bar ($4.75 for two scoops). Thick, 
creamy and very sweet, the milky 
chocolate was a perfect foil for 
the tart blueberry. But the cannoli 
($4.75) — the traditional Italian 
pastry that offsets sour ricotta and 
goat cheeses with sweet nuts, sugar 
and chocolate — had a shell that 
was far too hard. 

Pizzeria Venti could have been 
a run-of-the-mill lunch joint for 
Google employees. Instead, it is a 
cut above, and the perfect place to 
round out dinner and a movie (or a 
concert) at Shoreline. 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

The lively interior of Pizzeria Venti.

Penne pasta with chicken and to-
matoes sauteed in cream sauce.

Dinner near a movie 
Pizzeria Venti, across from Century theater, boasts 

delicious food and great ambiance
by Andrew MacLeod Doerschuk
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ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Pizzeria Venti
1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
650-254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com
Hours:
Sun.-Thu. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-10 p.m.

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

U.S.D.A. Prime 
Filet Mignon

1921 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto

650.321.6798
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BEST OF

Sunday,  May 10, 2009  
Mother’s Day at

27 University Avenue ■ Palo Alto ■ (650) 321-9990
www.macarthurparkpaloalto.com

10 am – 4 pm

4 pm – 10 pm

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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U pon realizing that our interview will be taped and transcribed for 
publication, Phil Zimmermann undergoes a subtle metamorphosis. 
His jubilant smile does not fade, but at its edges there lurks a hint 

of concern.
“I’ll have to copyedit my answers to your questions before I let them leave 

my lips,” he quips. 
For a man who has spent his career guarding privacy on computers and the 

Internet, the idea of a verbatim interview can go against his natural grain.
But Zimmermann, the creator of Pretty Good Privacy (PGP) and Zfone, 

two digital encryption programs, is no stranger to exposure. After his free 
PGP software gained worldwide popularity, including use by humanitarian 
organizations, the United States government launched a three-year crimi-
nal investigation of Zimmerman. Officials alleged that encryption software 
qualified as “munitions” and was subject to arms-trafficking laws. 

Phil Zimmermann, 
creator of encryption software, 
makes it possible to whisper 

from 1,000 miles away

by Nick Veronin?Psssst ... 

a

can
y   u
keep

secret
(continued on next page)

Phil Zimmermann, creator of Pretty Good Privacy and Zfone 
encryption software, shows his laptop, which he used to place a 

secure Internet video phone call with friend Steve Welch.

Veronica W
eber
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875 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA (650) 327-7222

What can we help you fi nd 

 

today?

“Get ready for summer special”
Laser Hair Removal

50% OFF
first treatment

with purchase of package

Palo Alto Laser & Skin Care
701 B Welch Road, Suite 212, Palo Alto   zoozlaser.com

Call for your FREE consultation today

650-565-8683

FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
Dermatologists from Stanford
Hospital & Clinics will be on  
hand to check for unusual moles  
or irregular blemishes that could  
signify the onset of skin cancer.
If you have had the following,
this free screening is for you:

 

 
 had skin cancer

There is no registration for  
this event; it is a first-come,  
first-served screening.

Saturday, May 16, 2009
9 AM - Noon
(Doors open at 8:30, close at 11:30)

Stanford Medicine 
Outpatient Center
450 Broadway 
Pavilion B, 4th Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063

 
additional information, call

650.725.8400 
 
http://stanfordhospital.org/freescreen

The investigation was dropped 
without charges being filed.

Zimmerman, 55, has gone on to 
new career heights based on con-
tinually evolving work.

Pretty Good Privacy, which de-
buted in 1991 and makes e-mail 
exchanges secure, has become the 
mostly widely used e-mail encryp-
tion software in the world. Zfone, 
his latest project, secures voice-
over-Internet conversations (think 
Skype). The program makes it pos-
sible to “whisper in somebody’s ear 
from a thousand miles away,” Zim-
mermann says, quoting the Zfone 
slogan.

Both programs encrypt the ex-
changes of information between 
computers but operate in very dif-
ferent ways.

With Zfone, two parties negotiate 
what is called a “session key” over 
an insecure channel without reveal-
ing any information on the channel 
that would be useful for someone 
monitoring the call. This session 
key changes with each new Internet 
phone call.

In a PGP-encrypted e-mail, each 
user generates a pair of keys, which 
are mathematically related. They 
keep these keys forever. One is made 
public and the other is always kept 
private. The message sender gives 
the public key to the message re-
ceiver, who decodes the public code 
using the private counterpart. 

Anyone can send an encrypted 
message by sealing it with the re-
cipient’s public key. Only a person 
holding the corresponding key, how-
ever, can decrypt the message. That 
means that even a sender will be un-
able to decode his own e-mail once 
it is encrypted by PGP. 

“I’ve actually had to ask recipients 
of my encrypted messages to send 
me copies of my original message 
back to me,” Zimmermann says.

Zimmermann’s motivation for 
creating the software was to restore 
the same kind of confidentiality one 
enjoys in a face-to-face conversation 
or when sending a letter by post.

Zimmermann, who lives in Menlo 
Park, is a fellow at Stanford’s Cen-
ter for Internet and Society and has 
been recognized by many publica-
tions and organizations as an im-
portant figure in the world of Web 
technology. In 2008, PC World 

identified him as one of the top 50 
visionaries of the past 50 years in 
the tech world.

Q: So, you’re a Mac guy?
A: Yes.

Q: The talking point would 
be that PCs are better suited for 
number crunching your line of 
work — encryption software.

A: The Mac OS is based on Unix 
and Unix has always been what 
comes from academia — scientists, 
engineers, people that do number 
crunching. In fact, it’s more nerdy 
than Windows.

Q: Do you consider yourself a 
left-brained or right-brained per-
son?

A: I don’t know. I’m an older-
brained person now; I forget more 
stuff. In fact, in the Mac and PC ads, 
you know? I use a Mac, but I look 
like the PC guy! (Laughs).

Q: Your website mentions a 
bachelor’s degree, but no higher 
education beyond that. It would 
seem that it doesn’t take a gradu-
ate degree to succeed in the world 
of technology.

A: That’s right. In software engi-
neering, in particular, a lot of the ed-
ucation comes from real experience 
implementing complicated software. 
So you can get a bachelor’s in com-
puter science and have everything 
you need to have a successful career 
in software engineering — at least 
back when I got my degree.

Q: The code for both Zfone and 
Pretty Good Privacy are open to 
the public. Why is it important to 
make that information public?

A: It’s a good idea to allow people 
to review your source code if you’re 
developing a crypto product. If 
you’re developing some other prod-
uct, it doesn’t matter at all, really, 
because people aren’t going to care 
if they’re playing a video game if 
they can see the source code or not. 
But for crypto, you have to know 
that you can trust it. And even if 
you’re not an engineer yourself 
or you don’t want to take the time 
yourself to look at the source code, 
you can sleep at night knowing that 
thousands of other people who are 
engineers, who care, will look at the 
source code.

Keep a secret
(continued from previous page)

Phil Zimmermann, a fellow at Stanford’s Center for Internet and Soci-
ety, was named one of the top 50 tech visionaries in the last 50 years by 
PC World.

Veronica W
eber
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Q: Why do you need to be able 
to trust it as opposed to any other 
product that you buy that you in-
vest in and expect to work as ad-
vertised?

A: Because you’re using it to pro-
tect your secrets; you’re using it to 
protect your privacy. You may be 
using it in a situation, perhaps, in 
which lives depend on it. And you 
can say that about other kinds of 
software. You can say that about 
software that controls medical in-
struments, but no one is attacking 
medical instruments. You don’t have 
powerful attackers attempting to 
disrupt medical instruments. You do 
have powerful attackers with enor-
mous budgets trying to penetrate 
encryption software.

Q: You seem like a humorous 
guy. Pretty Good Privacy? Why 
not name your e-mail encryption 
software after some Greek god?

A: At the time I used to listen to 
Prairie Home Companion on Na-
tional Public Radio, and they have 
fake commercials — Ralph’s Pretty 
Good Grocery. And back around 
that time, I thought it would be nice 
to have Phil’s Pretty Good Soft-
ware.

Q: Are you a “pretty good” type 
of guy?

A: Actually, the reason why 
I picked the name is because I 
thought (if) there was a possibility 
that the government might object, 
they might try to make a fuss about 
the technology. And if they did, I 
wanted to put them in the ridiculous 
position of attempting to suppress 
a piece of software called Pretty 
Good Privacy.

Q: You anticipated that the gov-
ernment might try to come after 
you?

A: I didn’t think they would try to 
put me in jail. I thought they would 
try to do something — I didn’t really 
know what they might try to do. But 
I thought it might make them look 
silly if it was called Pretty Good 
Privacy.

Q: Why do we need secure e-
mails and phone calls?

A: In the old days, before we had 
all this technology, we used to have 
face-to-face conversations all the 
time. We didn’t have telephones; 
we didn’t have e-mail. I mean, we 
had postal mail and we had face-
to-face conversations. While it was 
possible to intercept postal mail, it 
wasn’t done on a large scale. And 
for face-to-face conversations, you 
know you’re talking privately. You 
can look around and you don’t see 
anybody else standing around, so 
you know it’s private. But with the 
invention of all this technology, you 
find that you have more conversa-
tions by phone than you do face-to-
face. And those calls can be inter-
cepted. I thought it would be good 
to preserve the characteristics of 
the face-to-face conversation when 
it’s mediated by electronic technol-
ogy. You should be able (to) whisper 
in someone’s ear from a thousand 
miles away.

Q: What you’re saying is, it’s 
not only easier to intercept these 
kinds of communications, but it’s 

also done more frequently?
A: Of course, yes. It’s been in the 

press a lot lately. And with postal 
mail it’s rarely done. It’s done oc-
casionally. But no one does it on 
a large scale. They don’t intercept 
millions of postal mails. But they 
do intercept millions of e-mails. It’s 
easy to just scan them all and look 
for interesting key words, and that 
was the motivation to develop PGP.

Q: Are you a crusader for civil 
liberties?

A: Yeah. I’m afraid that our civil 
liberties are being undermined by 
advances in technology.

Q: When the government went 
after you, it was because they al-
leged you were in violation of the 
Arms Export Control Act. Could 
PGP and the Zfone be considered 
weaponry?

A: The State Department main-
tains something called the Muni-
tions List, and during the time when 
PGP came out up until the late ‘90s, 
encryption software was on the Mu-
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in NY or WI)
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®
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SOME OF LIFE’S TOUGHEST 
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Talk to me today about your life insurance needs.
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nitions List, along with Stinger mis-
siles and helicopter gunships and 
intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
Actually they had an exception for 
missiles. They said when you’re 
launching a missile at an enemy 
you’re exporting the weapon.

Q: But you stand behind your 
software, even though there is the 
potential for it to be used by dubi-
ous characters.

A: Yeah. I think it’s unfortunate 
that the technology we create is 
used by criminals and terrorists. 
For example, the (Sept. 11) hijack-
ers purchased GPS (global posi-
tioning system) receivers and they 
used those GPS receivers to locate 
the World Trade Center. These 
airplanes have autopilots. You can 
push a button and say, “Fly me to 
La Guardia.” But they don’t know 
where the World Trade Center is. It’s 
not part of the airplane’s autopilot. 
So they had to use GPS receivers 

for that. 
So, what are we supposed to do? 

Do we stop GPS receivers? In fact, 
the analogy is even more compelling 
when you realize that GPS is a tech-
nology created by the Pentagon for 
guiding weapons. It was originally a 
purely military technology that was 
repurposed later for civilian applica-

tions, just like cryptography.

Q: Do you feel that there are 
people, completely on the up and 
up, who simply don’t want others 
looking at their e-mail or listening 
to their phone conversations?

A: Yes. You know, we depend on 
strong crypto for our normal busi-

ness. I mean, when you order a book 
from Amazon, your Web browser 
makes a secure connection so you 
can type in your credit card. No-
body questions that. When you go 
online to do your banking, it’s a se-
cure connection from your browser 
to your bank. It’s all encrypted with 
strong cryptography. What’s wrong 
with that?

Q: How does Zfone work?
A: There are a lot of VoIP (voice-

over-Internet protocol) that run on 
Windows and Mac and Linux, and 
Zfone will encrypt all of them. 
It watches the packets coming in 
and out of your computer and says, 
“Aha! These are VoIP packets here. 
Encrypt those.”

Q: Automatically?
A: Yeah, on the fly.

Q: Once someone has installed 
Zfone, and they know they are go-
ing to be having a VoIP conversa-
tion on whichever provider they 
use, do they even have to open 
Zfone?

A: No, it’s sitting there running as 
what they call a “demon.” It’s just 
lurking in the dark where you can’t 
see it, looking for VoIP packets.

Q: What about talking to some-
one who doesn’t have Zfone in-
stalled?

A: It gently probes to see if they 
have it. If they don’t have it, it says, 
“OK. That’s unfortunate, but you 
can talk without Zfone.” It takes two 
to tango. If the other guy doesn’t 
have it then you don’t encrypt any-
thing.

Q: Zfone is free to download 
right now, right?

A: For the moment it is free. Ac-
tually it’s been free for quite a few 
moments now. I’ve sort of artifi-
cially kept it in beta for longer than 
it should be.

Q: How long has it been avail-
able?

A: Maybe two and a half years.

Q: And is it still free?
A: It is still a free download, but 

not much longer.

Q: Will there ever be official 
Zfone hardware, or will it always 
be just software?

A: We want it to be in hardware, 
too. I have a GSM (global system for 
mobile communications) phone that 
it runs on.

Q: Is there some way that some-
body or some government agency 
will ever be able to crack the en-
cryption used for PGP or Zfone?

A: We know that the government 
uses PGP, quite a bit.

Q: They use your program?
A: Yeah. And they wouldn’t do 

that if they could crack it. Because 
if they could crack it, they would as-
sume that other countries can crack 
it. They wouldn’t protect their own 
stuff with something they thought 
other countries could crack. We 
can’t know for certain if they can 
crack it. But we can infer through 
this indirect reasoning that it’s prob-
ably OK.

Q: So are you using Navajo 
(such as was used in WWII) in 
your encryption language?

A: (Laughs.) Yeah. That would be 
hard. 
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Keep a secret
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When users place calls online, a window is displayed showing that 
the calls and videos are secure — all using Phil Zimmermann’s Zfone 
encryption.

Veronica W
eber

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily

Page 38



Stanford
teams are
set to go
Cardinal men, women 
hosting opening two 
rounds this weekend

by Rick Eymer

B oth the men’s and women’s 
tennis teams at Stanford have 
played at least 12 matches 

against teams that qualified for the 
NCAA tournament. There won’t be 
too many surprises once the event 
gets underway Friday with first-
round matches at Taube Tennis 
Center.

The ninth-ranked Cardinal men 
play Sacramento State at 2 p.m. 
on Friday while the 13th-ranked 
Stanford women host Wichita State 
at noon Saturday in first-round 
matches.

“Historically we have been play-
ing our best tennis in May,” Stan-
ford men’s coach John Whitlinger 
said. “All year long, win or lose, it’s 
a learning experience for this time 
of the year. We’re building to this 
point, and, hopefully, beyond.”

It’s been especially true this year, 
with freshmen Bradley Klahn and 
Ryan Thacher playing at the top of 
the singles ladder. Sophomore Alex 
Clayton, who will play No. 1 singles 
in the NCAA tournament, is another 
important contributor along with 
sophomore Greg Hirshman. Matt 
Bruch and Blake Muller are the se-
niors.

It’s nearly the same with the wom-
en’s team, where sophomore Hilary 
Barte is at the top of the lineup and 
Jessica Nguyen is the only senior in 
the regular lineup. Freshmen Veron-

Sports
Shorts

Friday
College baseball: New Mexico at 

Stanford, 5:30 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College baseball: New Mexico at 

Stanford, 1 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Sunday
College baseball: New Mexico at 

Stanford, 1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Tuesday
College baseball: Stanford at San 

Jose St., 6 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

NCAA TENNIS

Senior Daniel Hoffman (left) and junior Jamin Ball are regarded as the best No. 1 and 2 singles players in 
Menlo School boys’ tennis in at least the past 13 years. Photo illustration by Paul Llewellyn.

Menlo tennis coach Bill Shine 
seeks an 8th CCS title.

Keith Peters
Keith Peters

CCS TENNIS

Menlo’s one-two 
punch a winner

Hoffman, Ball lead Knights into the section team tournament
by Keith Peters

S hould the Menlo boys’ tennis 
team advance to the Central 
Coast Section championship 

match (as expected) and wind up 
winning its eighth title (as expect-
ed), it will be because of two fac-
tors. 

The first is the team’s depth. The 
Knights lost only two starters — the 
No. 2 doubles team — off last year’s 
19-6 team that lost in the section 
semifinals. The second is the team’s 
one-two punch at the top, consisting 
of senior Daniel Hoffman and junior 
Jamin Ball.

“I’ve never had a tougher one-
two combination,” said Shine, in 
his 13th season at Menlo. “They’re 

the best.” 
Given the fact the Knights have 

won seven CCS titles under Shine 
and routinely send players to Divi-
sion I university programs and some 
to the pro ranks, that says a lot.

Trevor Gamble and Craig Giaco-
mini played one-two in 1999 when 
Menlo had its only unbeaten season 
at 23-0. A year later, sophomores 
James Pade and Patrick MacKay be-
gan their three-year run at the top as 
the Knights won the most matches 
(26) under Shine.

There was also the Russian Rock-
et, Dmitry Tursunov in 1998. In his 
freshman year (his only season at 

(continued on page 41)(continued on page 46)

Castilleja’s Albanese stands out in a crowd
Junior pitcher receives national recognition from Sports Illustrated this week

BUDGET CRUNCH . . . Up and 
down the Pac-10 conference, 
athletic departments are feeling 
the economic pinch.   Washington 
is cutting its men’s and women’s 
swim teams. Oregon State may 
cut sports if it can’t raise more 
money from donors. Arizona 
State’s coaches are taking un-
paid furloughs. Even Stanford 
will chop $1.8 million from its 
athletic department budget this 
year, and $3.3 million next year, 
after its endowment lost about a 
fifth of its value — dropping from 
$520 million to $410 million. At 
some schools, there’s even talk 
of scrapping the longtime — and 
expensive — practice of quarter-
ing football teams at a local hotel 
on the night before home games. 
Coaches have long insisted they 
need to sequester their players to 
avoid “distractions”, an argument 
that may carry little weight in these 
times. “We talk about things like 
reducing the size of travel squads 
and giving the student-athletes 
less-expensive gifts at the cham-
pionships,” Stanford athletic direc-
tor Bob Bowlsby said. “But at the 
same time we’re talking about all 
that, we’re spending enough on 
lodging Friday nights before home 
football games to pay for two to 
three non-revenue sports a year 
on a lot of campuses. It’s not a 
small expense item.” Most of the 
cuts have come because schools 
are running out of ways to make 
money. “And it’s all permanent 
cuts,” added Bowlsby. “We laid 
off 24 people, and we’re probably 
going to lay off a few more. So far, 
we haven’t dropped any sports. I 
really think you’re going to see a 
lot of men’s Olympic sports, and 
probably women’s too, go away in 
the next two or three years.”

COACHING CORNER . . . Menlo 
School is looking for a new var-
sity boys’ soccer team. Those 
interested should submit a cover 
letter and resume to Menlo Ath-
letic Director Craig Schoof at 
cschoof@menloschool.org by May 
15 . . . Menlo-Atherton is look-
ing for coaches for the 2009 fall 
sports season, including assistant 
football coaches for varsity and 
frosh-soph at all positions. Those 
interested should contact football 
coach Tony Rosso at (720) 840-
1918 or at tonyrrosso@yahoo.
com.

by Keith Peters

S ammy Albanese has only one 
goal when it comes to softball, 
and that’s to be the best player 

she can be. Whatever comes with it 
is a bonus.

A big bonus showed up this week 
for the Castilleja junior softball 
pitcher, who earned a spot in Sports 
Illustrated’s “Faces in the Crowd.”

“To be in Sports Illustrated is re-
ally cool,” said Albanese. “It’s to-

(continued on page 44)

Sammy Albanese
PALO ALTO, CALIF. > Softball
Sammy, a junior righhander at the Castilleja 
School, threw six-no-hitters among 10 
shutouts in the fi rst 12 games she pitched this 
season; four of the no-hitters were perfect 
games. Through Sunday she had a 12-0 record, 
an 0.00 ERA and 211 strikouts in 82 innings, 
including 37 in a 14-inning, 3-2 victory. She was 
also batting .486 with 18 RBIs.

At Stanford’s Taube Tennis Stadium

Friday (Men)
11 a.m.  Cal vs. Pepperdine
2 p.m.  Stanford vs. Sacramento St.

Saturday (Women)
9 a.m.  LSU vs. Long Beach St.
Noon  Stanford vs. Wichita St.
3 p.m.   Stanford men vs. Cal or 

Pepperdine

Sunday
1 p.m.   Stanford vs. Wichita St.-LBS 

winner
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Community Health Education 
Lectures & Workshops

Mountain View Center – 701 E. El Camino Real
Allergies and Asthma in Children
Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Tuesday, June 9, 7 – 9 p.m.

Presented by Steve Rubinstein, M.D., specialist in Allergy and Immunology
To register or for more information, call 650-934-7380.

Common Causes of Shoulder Pain and Dysfunction
Wednesday, June 10, 7 – 8 p.m.

Presented by Kier Ecklund, M.D., specialist in Orthopedics
To register or for more information, call 408-523-3295.

For a complete list of classes, lectures and 
health education resources, visit: pamf.org.

Sunnyvale City Council Chambers – 456 W. Olive Avenue

Surviving Spring: How to Manage Allergies
Wednesday, May 27, 7 – 8 p.m.

Presented by Steve Rubinstein, M.D., specialist in Allergy and Immunology
To register or for more information, call 408-523-3295.

Palo Alto Center – 795 El Camino Real

Living Well with Osteoarthritis
Tuesday, May 12, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Presented by Andrew Rozelle, M.D., Ph.D., specialist in Rheumatology
To register or for more information, call 650-853-4873.

Depression, Anxiety and Stress in an Uncertain World:
When Should I Get Help?
Tuesday, June 9, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Presented by Gale Hylton, M.D., specialist in Psychiatry and Behavioral Health
To register or for more information, call 650-853-4873.

STANFORD ROUNDUP

Another
shot to win
polo title

No. 2 women open NCAAs 
on Friday hoping to face 

USC in title match
by Rick Eymer

Two has been a pretty good 
number for the Stanford 
women’s water polo team as it 

prepares for Friday’s NCAA tour-
nament opener against Marist on 
Friday.

Stanford (24-3) has been ranked 
second for about half the year. The 
Cardinal finished second in the 
Mountain Sports Pacific Federation 
tournament and is seeded second for 
the NCAAs.

What Stanford would really like 
to finish with is its second national 
title, and it’s first since, you guessed 
it, 2002.

 Stanford and seventh-seed Marist 
(18-13) met in last year’s tournament 
opener, the Red Foxes’ first-ever ap-
pearance at the NCAA tournament. 
They needed to upset the top two 
seeds in the MAAC tournament to 
advance.

Friday’s quarterfinal contest at 
the University of Maryland ‘s Ep-
pley Recreation Center opens the 
tournament.

A Stanford win would likely 
mean another date with third seed 
UCLA, which it has beaten twice 
this year, once in overtime. In post-
season action, itís a different story. 
The Bruins have ended Stanford’s 
season four times in the past six 
years, three times in the national 
championship match.

The Cardinal lost last year’s title 
match to USC, the top seed this 
year.

UCLA meets Michigan in an-
other quarterfinal. USC meets Cal 
Lutheran and Hawaii plays Loyola 
Marymount in other matches.

Softball
Missy Penna didn’t need much 

validation for her outstanding ca-
reer — to date — with the Stanford 
softball team. She’s established her-
self at the top of the career; single-
season and single game pitching 
lists so often, the school may have 
to retire her number (9) when she 
graduates.

The senior pitcher may have 
outdone herself over the weekend, 
winning games against two of the 
nation’s better hitting teams in Ari-
zona State and Arizona. The Wild-
cats have clubbed nearly 120 home 
runs on the season. Penna tamed 
them with a one-hitter to finish off 
Stanford’s first season series win 
over Arizona in program history.

Penna was named the USA Soft-
ball National Player of the Week 
and the Louisville Slugger/NFCA 
National Player of the Week for her 
efforts, the second time this season 
that she has swept both national 
weekly awards. She became the first 
player in school history to sweep 
both awards in the same week. ■
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ica Li and Logan Hansen also play regularly alongside 
sophomores Carolyn McVeigh and Jennifer Yen.

“Definitely we think we’re ready to go by this time 
of the year.” Stanford women’s coach Lele Forood said. 
“This is a young team and they needed to grow both in-
dividually and as a group. We’ve accomplished that.”

The men carry an 18-5 record into the weekend, 
while the women are at 17-4; impressive records but un-
Stanford-like nonetheless. They both had rough spots 
through the year. Four of the men’s losses came within a 
10-day span. The women faced tough competition early 
at the National Team Indoor Championships.

Their records are hardly indicative of their talent and 
potential. The men lost three four of their matches by 
4-3 scores. The five teams that beat the Cardinal are all 
in the tournament. Stanford owns nine wins over teams 
in the tournament.

The women lost twice by 4-3 scores, and all four teams 
that beat Stanford are in the tournament. The Cardinal 
also has nine wins against teams in the tournament.

“There are 10-12 teams with a legitimate chance to 
win the title,” Whitlinger said. “There is going to be 
some interesting matches, all 4-3 nailbiters.”

Forood figures the women’s tournament will be just 
as competitive.

“We want to play good tennis as long as we can and 
hopefully get to the final 16,” she said. “Boy, it could 
be anybody’s ball game. It’s very close among the top 
12-15 teams.”

Clayton (28-10 overall) won the ITA Regional singles 
championship and advanced to the finals of the Sher-
wood Cup and the semifinals of the Pac-10 Champion-
ships this season.

He played in the conference tournament just after re-
turning from an ankle injury.

“He’s a tough competitor,” Whitlinger said. “He’s 
been battling some injuries but you can never count him 
out of a match.”

Last year, he advanced to the NCAA semifinals where 
he fell to the eventual champion, top-ranked Somdev 
Devvarman of the University of Virginia. The Cavaliers 
are 29-0, ranked No. 1 and are in Stanford’s side of the 
bracket.

Klahn (33-7) has won 18 of his 24 matches against 
ranked opponents. He lost only two matches in the dual 
season and has won 20 of his last 21 matches. He won 
both the Pac-10 singles and doubles title, and fell in the 
ITA Regional finals to Clayton. He became the first 
freshman in conference history to win as many as three 
Pac-10 Weekly honors.

Klahn and Thacher form the nation’s No. 28 ranked 
doubles team.

NCAA tennis
(continued from page 39)

Stanford sophomore Alex Clayton has battled 
through injuries this season at No. 1 singles.

Stanford sophomore Hilary Barte is the Pac-10 
Player of the Year this season.

David G
onzales/Stanford Photo

David G
onzales/Stanford Photo

PEPPING CABINET REFINISHING
DON’T REPLACE... REFINISH

YOUR KITCHEN CABINETS LIKE NEW
For a fraction of the cost of refacing or replacing!

IRENE (ERAYNA) PEPPING 650-868-3772
Free estimate, CSL #728490

“Bradley has had an overall great year,” Whitlinger 
said. “He lost to (USC’s Robert) Farah in Tulsa in his 
first college tournament and to come back and beat him 
in the Pac-10s is something. He’s been very consistent. 
He’s a tremendous player with a great attitude. He can 
raise his game to another gear when he needs.”

Stanford was ranked No. 1 at one point in the season, 
with big wins over Top 10 teams like Florida, Texas, 
USC and UCLA.

“Our matches against USC and UCLA were 4 1/2 
hours of knock-down, drag-it-out tennis,” Whitlinger 
said. “They came down to the final point. It was a great 
schedule for us to get ready for this time of the year. No 
matter what else happens it’s been a fun year.”

Sacramento State (19-6) went undefeated in the Big 
Sky Conference and has habitually been stuck playing at 
one of the top California schools for the first round.

“We can’t overlook anybody,” Whitlinger said. “We 
can’t look ahead to anybody else. We have to take care 
of business.”

Should Stanford advance, it would meet the winner of 
the Pepperdine-California match on Saturday at 3 p.m.

The women’s team has seen a couple of streaks go by 
the wayside this year, although the most amazing of all 
remains intact.

Stanford has won 149 consecutive home matches dat-
ing to 1999. The Cardinal did lose to USC for the first 
time in 23 years, and saw its streak of 21 consecutive 
Pac-10 titles come to an end.

“We’re a group who wants to get as close to perfec-
tion as possible so it was a downer to lose a couple of 
those streaks but this is a different era in college tennis,” 
Forood said. “You can’t even compare it to five years 
ago because the game has changed so much. It’s gone 
much more international and those are experienced 
players.”

Stanford’s experience rests with Barte, junior Lindsay 
Burdette and Nguyen at the top of the lineup. Barte was 
the Pac-10 Player of the Year.

“Her development has been really incredible,” Forood 
said. “She’s been a solid performer for us for almost 
two years. She’s amazing. She’s nearly unbeatable. She’s 
been so ready to play all year.”

Nguyen is the only member of the team who has ex-
perienced a national championship. She was a freshman 
on the 2006 title team.

“She brings a lot of experience,” Forood said. “She 
knows how to go about it and how to keep under control. 
She’s a pivotal player for us at No. 3. We’ll need her 
leadership over the next two weeks.”

Wichita State (21-5) went undefeated in the Missouri 
Valley Conference to advance into the tournament.

“We have no common opponents, and we don’t know 
much about them,” Forood said. “They won their confer-
ence and they have a good mix of international players. 
We expect a good, solid team with nothing to lose.” ■
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Resolution No. 8922
Resolution of the Council of the City of Palo Alto Declaring Its Intention to 
Levy an Assessment Against Businesses within the Downtown Palo Alto 
Business Improvement District for Fiscal Year 2010 and Setting a Time and 
Place for a Public Hearing on June 1, 2009, at 7:00 PM or Thereafter, in 
the City Council Chambers

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALO ALTO DOES 
HEREBY FIND, DECLARE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

 SECTION 1.  The Parking and Business Improvement 
Area Law of 1989 (the “Law”), California Streets and Highways Code 
Sections 36500 et seq., authorizes the City Council to levy an assessment 
against businesses within a parking and business improvement area which 
is in addition to any assessments, fees, charges, or taxes imposed in the 
City.

 SECTION 2.  Pursuant to the Law, the City Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 4819 establishing the Downtown Palo Alto Business 
Improvement District (the “District”) in the City of Palo Alto.

 SECTION 3.  The City Council, by Resolution No. 8416, 
appointed the Board of Directors of the Palo Alto Downtown Business & 
Professional Association, a California nonprofit mutual benefit corporation, 
to serve as the Advisory Board for the District (the “Advisory Board”).

 SECTION 4.   In accordance with Section 36533 of the 
law, the Advisory Board prepared and filed with the City Clerk a report 
entitled “Downtown Palo Alto Business Improvement District, Annual Report 
2009-10” (the “Report”).  The City Council hereby preliminarily approves the 
report.

 SECTION 5.  The City Council hereby declares its 
intention, in addition to any assessments, fees, charges or taxes imposed 
by the City, to levy and collect an assessment against businesses within 
the District for fiscal year 2010 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010).  Such 
assessment is not proposed to increase from the assessment levied and 
collected for fiscal year 2008-09.  The method and basis of levying the 
assessment is set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto, and incorporated 
herein by reference. 

 SECTION 6.  The boundaries of the District are within 
the City limits of the City of Palo Alto (the “City”) and encompass the greater 
downtown area of the City, generally extending from El Camino Real to the 
East, Webster Street to the West, Lytton Avenue to the North and Addison 
Avenue to the South (east of Emerson Street, the boundaries extend only to 
Forest Avenue to the South).  Reference is hereby made to the map of the 
District attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein by reference 
for a complete description of the boundaries of the District.
 SECTION 7.  The types of improvements to be funded 
by the levy of an assessment against businesses within the District are the 
acquisition, construction, installation or maintenance of any tangible property 
with an estimated useful life of five years or more.  The types of activities 
to be funded by the levy of an assessment against businesses within the 
District are the promotion of public events which benefit businesses in the 
area and which take place on or in public places within the District; the 
furnishing of music in any public place in the District; and activities which 
benefit businesses located and operating in the District. 

 SECTION 8.  New businesses established in the District 
after the beginning of any fiscal year shall be exempt from the levy of 
the assessment for that fiscal year.  In addition, non-profit organizations, 
newspapers and professional “single-person businesses,” defined as those 
businesses which have 25% or less full time equivalent employees, including 
the business owner, shall be exempt from the assessment.

 SECTION 9.  The City Council hereby fixes the time and 
place for a public hearing on the proposed levy of an assessment against 
businesses within the District for fiscal year 2010 as follows:

     
 TIME: 7:00 p.m. or Thereafter

 DATE: Monday, June 1, 2009

 PLACE: City Council Chambers
  250 Hamilton Avenue
  Palo Alto, California 94301

 At the public hearing, the testimony of all interested persons 
regarding the levy of an assessment against businesses within the District 
for fiscal year 2010 shall be heard.  A protest may be made orally or in 
writing by any interested person.

 Any protest pertaining to the regularity or sufficiency of the 
proceedings must be in writing and shall clearly set forth the irregularity or 
defect to which the objection is made.

 Every written protest must be filed with the City Clerk at or 
before the time fixed for the public hearing.  The City Council may waive any 
irregularity in the form or content of any written protest and at the public 
hearing may correct minor defects in the proceedings.  A written protest 
may be withdrawn in writing at any time before the conclusion of the public 
hearing.

 Each written protest must contain a description of the 
business in which the person subscribing the protest is interested sufficient 
to identify the business and, if a person subscribing is not shown on the 
official records of the City as the owner of the business, the protest shall 
contain or be accompanied by written evidence that the person subscribing 
is the owner of the business.  A written protest which does not comply 
with the requirements set forth in this paragraph will not be counted in 
determining a majority protest (as defined below).

 If, at the conclusion of the public hearing, written protests 
are received from the owners of businesses in the District which will pay 50 
percent or more of the assessments proposed to be levied and protests 
are not withdrawn so as to reduce the protests to less than that 50 percent 
(i.e., there is a majority protest), no further proceedings to levy the proposed 
assessment, as contained in this resolution of intention, shall be taken for a 
period of one year from the date of the finding of a majority protest by the 
City Council.

 If the majority protest is only against the furnishing of a 
specified type or types of improvement or activity within the District, those 
types of improvements or activities shall be eliminated.

 SECTION 10. For a full and detailed description of 
the improvements and activities to be provided for fiscal year 2010, the 
boundaries of the District and the proposed assessments to be levied 
against the businesses within the District for fiscal year 2010, reference is 
hereby made to the Report of the Advisory Board.  The Report is on file with 
the City Clerk and open to public inspection.

 SECTION 11. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and 
directed to provide notice of the public hearing in accordance with law.

 SECTION 12. The Council finds that the adoption of this 
resolution does not meet the definition of a project under Section 21065 of 
the California Environmental Quality Act and, therefore, no environmental 
impact assessment is necessary.  

INTRODUCED AND PASSED: 

AYES: Barton, Burt, Drekmeier, Espinosa, Kishimoto, Klein,
 Morton, Schmid, Yeh

NOES:

ABSENT: 

ABSTENTIONS:

ATTEST:     
  

/s/ Donna J. Grider  /s/ Peter Drekmeier

_______________________     _____________________________
City Clerk   Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  APPROVED:

/s/ Cara Silver   /s/ James Keene

______________________  _____________________________
Sr. Assistant City Attorney  City Manager
     
   /s/ Lalo Perez
   _____________________________  
   Director of Administrative Services

   /s/ Curtis Williams
   _____________________________
   Director of Planning and  
   Community Environment

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City of Palo Alto will hold a Public Hearing at the Regular Council Meeting on Monday, June 1, 2009 at 
7:00 p.m., or as near thereafter as possible, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California declaring its intention to levy an

assessment against businesses within the Downtown Palo Alto Business Improvement District for Fiscal Year 2010.
DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC

City Clerk

(Continued on next page)

Exhibit “A”
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(Continued from page 42)  Exhibit “B”

Menlo’s postseason baseball hopes
take a hit after injury to Diekroeger

by Colin Becht

W hen Kenny Diekroeger in-
jured his knee recently, the 
Menlo baseball team lost 

its shortstop, closer, and one of its 
top hitters.

The star senior suffered a poste-
rior cruciate ligament injury sliding 
headfirst into second base and will 
likely be forced to miss the rest of 
the baseball season.

Diekroeger was stealing 
second and slid headfirst 
to beat the throw in a PAL 
Bay Division game against 
Woodside last week. The 
catcher’s throw drifted 
right, drawing the second 
baseman off the bag and 
into Diekroeger’s base 
path. Diekroeger said he 
adjusted his slide to try to 
avoid the second baseman, 
but in doing so, jammed 
his knee into the ground, injuring 
his PCL.

“The doctors are still not sure how 
severe it is,” said Diekroeger, who is 
headed to Stanford in the fall. As 
a result, the length of Diekroeger’s 
stint on the disabled list varies con-
siderably. “One doctor said two to 
three months. Others are saying it 
will only be a few weeks,” Diek-
roeger said. 

Regardless of the determined se-
verity of the injury, Diekroeger will 
not require surgery.

With three games left in the 
PAL season and the Central Coast 
Section tournament to follow, the 
Knights (21-6) will have to play on 
without their all-around star. Head 
coach Craig Schoof said Diek-
roeger’s younger brother Danny 
Diekroeger will play Kenny’s regu-
lar spot at shortstop, while Dustin 
Williams and Steven Zavodnick, 
both of whom are returning from 
injuries of their own, will pick up 
Diekroeger’s innings.

“He (Danny Diekroeger) is very 
sure-handed. He doesn’t quite have 
Kenny’s range or Kenny’s arm, so 
probably a few more balls are going 
to get in, but we’ll be fine defensive-
ly,” said Schoof.

“Pitching-wise, that’s going to be 
the toughest thing to replace. We 
used him (Kenny) as our closer and 
he was lights-out, so that was always 
the ace in the hole at the end of the 
game,” said Schoof.

On the season, Diekroeger has six 
saves in six opportunities and has 
posted 0.68 ERA with 15 strike-
outs.

Offensively, the Knights lose one 
of their best bats. Diekroeger has a 
team-high batting average of .586 
and a slugging percentage of 1.069. 
He also leads Menlo in home runs 
with four and is fifth on the team 
in RBI with 20, despite hitting in 
the leadoff spot. Still, Schoof said 
he believes the Knights will be fine 
without Diekroeger’s bat.

“We’ve got a lot of good hitters.” 
Schoof said. “We’ll certainly miss 
him . . . but I think we can compen-
sate.”

Schoof also pointed out that Men-
lo played its first seven games of the 

season without Diekroeger, pitcher 
Alex Smith, or outfielder Trevor 
Williams, who were all part of the 
CCS Division IV champion Menlo 
basketball team. 

“So if anything, this is better. 
We’re only missing one of them 
now,” said Schoof.

During that seven game stretch, 
Menlo went 5-2. Since Diekroeger’s 
injury, the Knights have won both 

of their games. Menlo 
currently holds a two-
game lead for first place 
in the PAL Bay Division 
over Burlingame (16-11), 
but have a two-game se-
ries with Burlingame next 
week.

“Nobody has to play 
great. They just have to 
rise up and pick their 
games up,” said Schoof.

Menlo, 10-1 in league, 
will visit El Camino on Friday. 
Should the Knights win, the can 
wrap up the Bay Division title next 
Wednesday by beating visiting Bur-
lingame.

The Knights moved closer to 
clinching after pounding out 13 
hits in a 10-1 thumping of visiting 
El Camino on Wednesday. Trevor 
Williams got things started by hit-
ting the first pitch in the bottom 
of the first for a home run. By the 
time Menlo finished the bottom of 
the third, it was 10-0. Danny Diek-
roeger added a two-run homer in the 
first as eight of the nine starters got 
hits while six of the nine had RBI.

The offensive output made things 
easy for Smith, who pitched a com-
plete-game five-hitter while improv-
ing to 5-2. The one run he allowed 
was unearned.

In the SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion, Palo Alto saw its five-game 
win streak end in a 3-1 loss to vis-
iting Wilcox in the first round of 
the division playoffs on Tuesday. 
The Vikings (13-14) had to beat 
the Chargers (22-5) on Thursday to 
keep their best-of-three series alive 
for Friday’s winner-take-all game at 
Wilcox.

Palo Alto, remarkably headed into 
the top of the seventh inning with a 
scoreless game despite the fact the 
Vikings had no hits. Paly starter 
Scott Witte did a good job of keep-
ing Wilcox off the bases until things 
fell apart in the top of the seventh. 
Witte got the leadoff hitter with a 
strikeout, but Wilcox got runners on 
third and second following a single 
and double. A passed ball allowed 
the runner on third to break the 
scoreless deadlock and a squeeze 
bunt (with the throw dropped at 
first) made it a 2-0 game.

Sophomore Graham March-
ant came on in relief of Witte and 
walked the first hitter he faced. Af-
ter a strikeout for the second out, 
Wilcox managed another single for a 
3-0 game. Paly junior Joc Pederson 
broke up Andrew Herrera’s no-hitter 
with a leadoff homer in the bottom 
of the seventh, but that was the of-
fense the Vikings could muster.

The winner of this series will go 
on to play the winner of the Los 

Gatos-Los Altos series next week. 
At stake is a higher seed for the up-
coming Central Coast Section play-
offs, of which Palo Alto already has 
earned a berth.

In the SCVAL El Camino Divi-
sion, Gunn broke away from a 3-3 
game by scoring three runs in the 
top of the 10th to beat host Moun-
tain View, 6-3, on Tuesday. Jon 
Rea got the win for the Titans, who 
have won five straight games while 
improving to 7-5 in league (11-15 
overall). Mountain View fell to 8-4 
in league (13-14 overall). The teams 
met again Thursday

In the PAL Ocean Division, Sa-
cred Heart Prep pounded out 25 
hits and won its 11th straight base-
ball game, a 17-7 romp over visiting 
Hillsdale on Tuesday. Eric Andrews 
slammed a homer while Ryan Sa-
kowski, Charlie Bradford and Matt 
Bocci all doubled as the Gators 

Paly’s Scott Witte just missed getting a diving Wilcox player on a pickoff 
attempt during a 3-1 playoff loss on Tuesday.

Keith Peters

Kenny Diekroeger

improved to 8-3 in league and 17-8 
overall.

Sacred Heart raced to a 13-3 
lead after three innings as JJ Suttle 
helped lead the way. He finished 
with four hits and four RBI while 
Sakowski had four hits and scored 
three times. Alex Baloff contributed 
three hits and three RBI and Matt 
Brezinski had three hits and two 

RBI to make it easy on the Gators’ 
three-man pitching rotation that 
limited Hillsdale to six hits..

Sacred Heart Prep went after its 
12th straight win on Thursday at 
Hillsdale to wrap up the regular 
season. The Gators will visit El 
Camino for a nonleague game on 
Saturday before getting ready for 
the postseason. ■
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SportsPalo Alto Players  
presents a cherished and timeless classic

Lucie Stern Theater, 1305 Middlefield Road,

The
King  
and I

Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s

April 24 - May 10 

650.269.7193
WWW.WHITSON.BIZ

BWHITSON@APR.COM

BRUCE WHITSON
YOUR TRUSTED

REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Maggie Brown
Menlo lacrosse

Katie Howard
Sacred Heart Prep swimming

Sunny Margerum 
Gunn track and field

Allegra Mayer 
Gunn track and field

Erin Sheridan
Sacred Heart Prep swimming

Madi Shove*
Menlo lacrosse

Matt Hornberger 
Menlo-Atherton baseball

Pierce Marchant
Palo Alto golf

Joc Pederson
Palo Alto baseball

Dalan Refioglu 
Sacred Heart Prep golf

Paul Rudolph*
Sacred Heart Prep swimming

Drew Pearson/Dan Schwartz
Palo Alto tennis doubles

Honorable mention 

Sammy Albanese
Castilleja School  

The junior pitcher struck 
out 58 of 70 batters during 
two softball wins, the first a 
14-inning three-hitter during 
which she fanned 37 while 
the second was a one-hitter 
with 21 strikeouts as the 
Gators improved to 12-0.

Martin Trainer/Gunn
Nick Sako/M-A

The two senior golfers won 
their respective league tour-
naments by just one stroke 
each, Trainer taking a four-
shot lead into the two-day 
SCVAL tourney and Sako 
making up four strokes in 
the two-day PAL finals.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Trainer Sako

tally an honor.”
Albanese knew she was up for 

possible recognition after she threw 
her fourth perfect game with 19 
strikeouts in a win over Mercy-San 
Francisco on April 24. SI waited a 
week and Albanese made the most 
of it.

In two games last week, she struck 
out 58 of 70 batters. She tossed a 
three-hitter in a 14-inning 3-2 non-
league victory over Sequoia and fol-
lowed that up with a seven-inning, 
21-strikeout one-hitter to beat Notre 
Dame-San Jose the very next day.

“I knew it was kind of pending,” 
Albanese said of the possible in-
clusion into SI, “but, it wasn’t for 
sure.”

After beating visiting King’s 
Academy on Tuesday, a no-hitter 
with 14 strikeouts in a 2-1 victory in 
a West Bay Athletic League game, 
Albanese got the official word from 
Castilleja athletic director Jez McIn-
tosh.

“He showed me the (SI) page on 
his iPhone,” said Albanese, who lat-
er visited SI.com and saw her photo 
and writeup again.

“I was like, wow!” she said. “I 
was kind of shocked by it. I was 
happy, surprised, in awe.”

Albanese, as humble as ever, said 
receiving such recognition isn’t 
something she aspires to.

“I just do what I do,” she said, 
“and I got into Sports Illustrated.”

If Albanese continues to pitch 
like she has this week, she could 
be making other appearances in 
national magazines before long. 
She threw a no-hitter to beat visit-
ing King’s Academy on Tuesday, 
2-1, and fired a four-inning perfect 
game on Wednesday to topple host 
Harker, 16-0.

The win over Harker saw Al-
banese register her fifth perfect 
game of the season, albeit a game 
shortened by the 10-run mercy rule. 
First-place Castilleja improved to 
12-0 in the West Bay Athletic 
League and 14-0 overall. It was the 
seventh no-hitter of the season for 
Albanese.

Albanese faced 12 batters and 
struck out 11, raising her season to-
tal to 236 strikeouts in 93 innings. 
Her earned-run averaged remained 
perfect at 0.00. Albanese helped her-
self by getting two hits, one a grand 
slam, and driving in six runs. Ari-

anna Yee had three hits and three 
RBI to pace a 10-hit attack while 
Ginna Freehling also had three hits 
and drove in two runs.

In the win over King’s Academy, 
Albanese struck out 14 and allowed 
one run, which was unearned. Yee 
and Annie Cardinal each had two 
hits.

Castilleja travels to Mercy-Burl-
ingame on Friday for a WBAL game 
that should wrap up the league title 
should the Gators win.

Elsewhere in softball action 
Wednesday, Palo Alto fell out of a 
tie for first place in the SCVAL El 
Camino Division race following a 
3-1 loss to visiting Santa Clara. The 
loss ended a five-game winning 
streak by the Vikings (8-1, 16-7-1) 
and dropped them a full game be-
hind the Bruins (9-0, 12-11) with 
three contests left to play.

One of those games is a makeup 
between Paly and Santa Clara, 
which will be played on May 14 on 
the Bruins’ field. The winner of the 
game will be the division champion, 
as long as that team doesn’t lose be-
fore next Thursday.

At Los Altos, Nicole Grimwood 
limited the host Eagles to seven hits 
in addition to stroking two hits and 
driving in a run to help spark Gunn 

to a 3-1 victory in a SCVAL El 
Camino Division game Wednesday. 
Rachael Fleischmann drove in the 
other two runs for the Titans (4-6, 
11-9), who scored twice in the fifth 
to take the lead for good.

In the PAL Ocean Division, Men-
lo-Atherton (4-4, 8-10) dropped a 
3-0 decision to visiting Woodside 
on Wednesday. The Bears managed 
just one hit while M-A starter Tami 
Vujovich limited the Wildcats (9-1, 
16-5) to just three hits. Ashley Mill-
er of Woodside had 14 strikeouts 
and took a no-hitter into the seventh 
until Lauren Diller broke it up with 
a two-out bunt single.

Boys lacrosse
Menlo wrapped up second place in 

the Peninsula Athletic League with 
a 13-3 triumph over host Mountain 
View on Wednesday. The Knights 
finished the regular season with a 
9-1 league mark (16-6 overall), los-
ing only to regular-season champ 
Bellarmine.

Graeme Radlo, Kyle Bullington 
and Chris Brown all scored three 
goals against Mountain View while 
Radlo added three assists. Menlo 
will open the PAL playoffs on May 

Prep roundup
(continued from page 39)

(continued on next page)
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13 at 4:30 p.m., most likely against 
third-place Menlo-Atherton.

Girls lacrosse
Menlo moved to within a victory 

of a perfect season in the West Bay 
Athletic League (Foothill Division) 
following an 18-4 rout of visiting 
Castilleja on Tuesday. The Knights 
improved to 11-0 in league (14-4 
overall) and have wrapped up the 
No. 1 seed for the league playoffs 
that begin next Tuesday. Menlo and 
Menlo-Atherton have byes into the 
semifinals on May 14. The league 
finale is set for May 16.

Menlo junior Maggie Brown 
scored the first of her six goals in 
the first 20 seconds of the match.

Menlo senior Madi Shove added 
four goals and four assists while ju-
nior Mila Sheeline tallied four goals 
and junior Natalie Williford added 
three. Menlo will close the regular 
season on Friday by hosting Sacred 
Heart Prep (6-5, 9-10) at 4 p.m. The 
Knights also will host St. Ignatius 
(13-2 as an independent) on Satur-
day at 11 a.m.

Menlo-Atherton wrapped up sec-
ond place in the WBAL (Foothill 
Division) with a 12-3 victory over 
visiting Sacred Heart Prep on Tues-
day. The Bears improved to 8-3 in 
league (11-6 overall) and will take 
the No. 2 seed from the division into 
the WBAL playoffs.

Seniors Casey Burnett and Kend-
all Eder led the Bears against SHP. 
Burnett had five goals and one assist 
while Eder contributed three goals 
and three assists. Tory Wilkinson, 
battling injuries this season, paced 
the Gators (6-5, 9-10) with two 
goals.

Palo Alto kept its hopes alive for 
a possible co-championship in the 
WBAL (Skyline Division) with a 
16-4 romp over Notre Dame-San 
Jose on Monday at Saratoga High. 
The Vikings improved to 10-1 in 
league (15-2 overall) with only Fri-
day’s match at Los Gatos (6-3) re-
maining in the regular season. ■

Prep roundup
(continued from previous page)

T O W N  &  C O U N T R Y
F L O O R I N G  C E N T E R

1460 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

(650) 329-8926
CA LIC# 924522

INC

Huge Selection of 
Wool Carpets

Locally owned and operated
means you save more!

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING 
May 11, 2009 – 5:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM
1.    Joint meeting with Congresswoman Eshoo concerning 
 Federal and Local Issues 

6:30 PM or as soon as possible thereafter
2.  Joint Meeting with the Utilities Advisory Commission
 regarding the Smart Grid 

7:30 PM or as soon as possible thereafter
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

3.  Appointment of Candidates for the Public Art Commission 
for one unexpired term ending April 30, 2011 and three, 
three-year Terms Ending April 30, 2012

4.  Appointment of Candidates for the Library Advisory Com-
mission for Two Unexpired Terms, One Ending January 31, 
2010 and One Ending January 31, 2011 

5.  Approval of Amendment No. Two to Agreement With the 
Housing Trust of Santa Clara County To Provide a Contribu-
tion in the Amount of $100,000 from the Residential Housing 
Fund for Fiscal Year 2009-10 

6.  2nd reading for Ordinance - Amending Section 18.18.070(e) 
(Floor Area Bonuses) of Title 18 (Zoning) of the Palo Alto 
Municipal Code Regarding Protective Covenant in Favor of 
City (1st reading April 6, 2009 Passed 9-0) 

7.  2nd reading for Ordinance Repealing Chapter 5.30 (“Chlo-
rofluorocarbon – Processed Food Packaging”) and Adding 
a New Chapter 5.30 (“Expanded Polystyrene and Non-Re-
cyclable Food Service Containers”) to Title 5 (“Health and 
Sanitation”) of the Palo Alto Municipal Code 

  (1st Reading April 27, 2009 – Passed 8-0 Yeh Absent)
8.  Amendment to Contract C05110846 Maze & Associates to 

Provide a Contingency in an Amount Not to Exceed $42,605 
(10% of the current contract) 

9.  Public Hearing Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chap-
ter 5.24 of the City of Palo Alto Municipal Code (Require-
ments to Divert Construction and Demolition Waste from 
Landfill) to Increase Diversion Rate and Expand Applicabil-
ity to Projects in Excess of $25,000; Environmental Assess-
ment: Categorically Exempt Pursuant to Section 15308 of 
the CEQA Guidelines 

 (Item Continued from 4/27/09)
10.  Policy and Services Committee Recommendation to Ap-

prove Proposed Procedure for Appointment of Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) Board Members from 
the Six North County Cities

11.  Direction to Ad Hoc High Speed Rail Committee regarding 
speaking on behalf of the City 

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Policy and Services Committee Meeting will be held on Tues-
day, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. regarding direction on Legislative Pro-
gram.
The Finance Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 12 
at 7:00 p.m. regarding: 1) Budget for Community Services, Utili-
ties, and CIP; 2) Third Quarter Fiscal Year 2009 Financial Results; 
and 3) Equity Transfer 
The Finance Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 
13 at 7:00 p.m. regarding Budget for General Fund Capital Im-
provement Infrastructure Program, Public Works, General Fund 
Operating.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE  
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1  
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT  

ACCESS CHANNEL 26

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking 
applications for the Utilities Advisory Commission from per-
sons interested in serving in one of three, three year terms 
ending June 30, 2012.

Eligibility Requirements: The Utilities Advisory Commission is 
composed of five members who serve without pay. The Utilities 
Advisory Commission shall not be Council Members, officers, 
or employees of the City. Each of the Commission members 
shall be a utility customer or the authorized representative of a 
utility customer. Four members of the Commission shall at all 
times be residents of the City.  Regular meetings are at 7:00 
p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month.

Duties:  The Utilities Advisory Commission shall provide ad-
vice on acquisition and development of electric, gas and wa-
ter resources; joint action projects with other public or private 
entities which involve electric, gas or water resources; envi-
ronmental implications of electric, gas or water utility projects, 
conservation and demand management.

Application forms and appointment information are available 
in the City Clerk‘s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto - 
(650) 329-2571 or may be obtained on the website at http://
www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/utilities_advisory.
asp.

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk‘s Office 
is 5:30 p.m., Wednesday May 20, 2009.  In the event no in-
cumbents apply, the final deadline for non-incumbents will be 
Tuesday May 26, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.

DONNA J. GRIDER
City Clerk

FOUR OF THE FIVE MEMBERS MUST BE PALO ALTO 
RESIDENTS.

NOTICE OF VACANCIES ON 
THE UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION

FOR THREE, THREE-YEAR TERMS 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2012

(Terms of Dawes, Keller and Rosenbaum)

M-A, Palo Alto eye CCS team honors
Four local golfers also advance to section golf championships next week 

by Keith Peters

F our individuals and two local 
teams will tee it up at least 
one more time this season af-

ter qualifying for the Central Coast 
Section golf championships. The 
large contingent advanced follow-
ing the CCS Regional I and II tour-
naments Tuesday and Wednesday at 
Rancho Canada West golf course in 
Carmel Valley.

Three individuals, who did not 
advance with teams on Tuesday, all 
finished among the top six. Menlo 
sophomore Patrick Grimes was the 
No. 2 overall finisher with an even-
par 71. Priory senior Rocky Chan 
was third with a 1-over 72 while 
Gunn senior Martin Trainer moved 
on after finishing sixth with a 73.

The top four teams also advanced, 
with Menlo-Atherton finishing second 
at 379 and Palo Alto third with 385 
strokes, qualifying for its first CCS 
finale since 2004. St. Francis was the 
top team at 371 while Carmel also ad-

vanced with a 390 team score.
On Wednesday, Sacred Heart 

Prep’s Dalan Refioglu qualified for 
the CCS finals after shooting a 75. 
Teammate Jeff Knox shot 76 and 
missed qualifying by one shot. The 
Gators finished eighth as a team and 
also failed to advance.

Menlo-Atherton, which won the 
PAL Bay Division title this season 
with a 10-0 record, continued its 
season-long success story by put-
ting all five of its scorers in the 70s. 
Senior Ben Jackson led the way with 
a 73 while fellow seniors Brian Jor-
dan and Nick Sako checked in with 
a 74 and 75, respectively. Freshmen 
Travis Anderson (78) and David 
McNamara (79) also contributed to 
the second-place finish.

Palo Alto, which finished second 
in the SCVAL Championships last 
week, produced another solid effort 
to advance its entire team to the fi-
nals. Alexandra Groetsema, a junior 
who played in the girls’ CCS tourna-

ment in the fall, will get her second 
shot at CCS honors after leading the 
Vikings with a solid 74.

Eliot Snow shot 76, Michael Yuan 
added a 77 Hrishi Srinagesh shot 
77 and Pierce Marchant wrapped 
things up with an 81.

Menlo was in contention to qualify 
its team after Grimes finished with 
a 71 and MJ Cootsona and Bobby 
Pender shot 78 and 79, respectively. 
The Knights needed to get an 80 
and 81 from their final two scorers, 
who produced rounds of 82 and 92. 
Menlo shot 402 to finish eighth out 
of 11 teams.

Trainer and Sako, who have re-
ceived scholarships to USC and St. 
Mary’s (respectively), will be taking 
different goals into the CCS finals. 
Trainer, quite obviously, is focusing 
on qualifying for the NorCal Tour-
nament as an individual while Sako 
is hoping to lead his teammates into 
NorCals for the first time during his 
career. ■
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FRIDAY
Second round (3 p.m.)

Monta Vista (12-11) vs. No. 6 Aptos 
(18-2) at Seascape Sports Club

Salinas (12-7) at No. 3 Palo Alto (19-3)

Gunn (7-15) at No. 7 R.L. Stevenson 
(15-2)

Mountain View (16-3) vs. No. 2 Bellarm-
ine (19-1) at Decathlon Club

Los Gatos (15-7) vs. No. 5 St. Ignatius at 
Golden Gate Park

Burlingame (16-4) at No. 4 Sacred Heart 

Prep (14-7)
Menlo-Atherton (16-3) at No. 8 Lyn-

brook (14-5)
Leland (12-3-2) at No. 1 Menlo (20-2)

MONDAY
Quarterfinals at highest seeds

WEDNESDAY
Semifinals at Courtside Tennis Club, 

Los Gatos, noon and 2 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 15

Championship match at Courtside Ten-
nis Club, Los Gatos, 2 p.m.

Sports

Menlo), Tursunov led the Knights 
to a 24-1 record, Shine’s first CCS 
title and then won the CCS singles 
crown. Tursunov then left school, 
eventually turned pro and is still 
playing, and winning titles, on the 
pro circuit. 

“Dmitry is the best player I ever 
had,” said Shine. “But, Daniel and 
Jamin are the next best,” Shine 
added. “They’re as equal as equal 
can be.”

Two years ago, Hoffman played 
No. 1 as a sophomore and Ball was 
No. 2 his freshman year. In 2008, 
Ball played No. 1 and Hoffman No. 
2. This year they’ve been back and 
forth. Hoffman also played No. 1 his 
freshman year and Ball will be No. 
1 next season after Hoffman gradu-
ates and heads off to Yale. That’s 
five years of those two players dom-
inating the top two positions, some-
thing Shine has never seen during 
his time at Menlo.

“I think the reason why they’re so 
good is their flat-out ability,” Shine 
said. “All the players I’ve had in the 
past were dedicated to the team. As 
for sheer ability, and their under-
standing of the game, they’re very 
unique in that regard.”

If there’s anything that’s surpris-
ing about the two, it’s that Menlo 
has won just one CCS title in the 
Hoffman-Ball era while Pade and 
MacKay won three straight from 
2000-02.

“We haven’t really had the depth 
down the ladder to be a champion-
ship team,” Shine explained.

Until now, that is. Menlo (20-2) 
will get a chance to prove just how 
good its depth is when it opens the 
CCS team tournament on Friday as 
the No. 1 seed. The Knights earned 
the top spot by beating then-unbeat-
en Bellarmine on April 22 by an im-
pressive 5-2 count. The Bells (19-1) 
are the No. 2 seed followed by No. 
3 Palo Alto (19-3) and No. 4 Sacred 
Heart Prep (14-7), the defending 
champion.

All four received first-round byes 
into the second round. Menlo will 
host Leland, Palo Alto will host 
Salinas and Sacred Heart Prep will 
host Burlingame, all at 3 p.m.

In first-round matches Wednes-
day, Gunn (7-15) advanced with 
a 7-0 rout of visiting Fremont and 
Menlo-Atherton (16-3) eliminated 
Silver Creek. Gunn visits No. 7 
R.L. Stevenson in Pebble Beach on 
Friday while M-A faces host No. 8 
Lynbrook. 

Friday’s winners will advance to 
Monday’s quarterfinals, still on the 
home courts of the highest seeds. 
The semifinals shift to Courtside 
Tennis Club in Los Gatos next 
Wednesday (noon and 2 p.m.) with 
the finals set for Friday, May 15 at 
Courtside.

Shine is confident in his team’s 
chances.

“We know if we bring our best 
game, that we’re going to win,” he 
said. “It’s good to know we have the 
talent to win it. We’re still a fairly 
young team (the only seniors are 
Hoffman, Max Glenn and Ryan 
Duggal), but not in the spots that 
matter most. And, they’ve been 
there before.”

And that’s what drives Menlo this 

season, previous CCS appearances. 
In fact, the Knights are coming off 
their worst-ever section performance 
under Shine — last season’s loss to 
Saratoga in the semifinals. 

While Menlo doesn’t have a re-
venge motive going for it — Sara-
toga has been banned from the 
postseason after failing to show up 
for the NorCal Tournament last year 
— the Knights have something else 
pushing them.

“I’ve told them, ‘Remember how 
you felt when you lost in the semifi-
nals to Saratoga’,” Shine remarked. 
“It should be easier because we 
didn’t win last year. It’s harder when 
you’ve won four or five times in a 
row.”

Hoffman certainly wants one 
more CCS title before heading off 
to play at Yale next season. He’ll be 
Menlo’s No. 1 singles player after 
earning that spot by beating Ball on 
Monday in the West Bay Athletic 
League singles final at Menlo.

Shine said that Hoffman’s 6-2, 
4-6, 7-5 triumph was just typical of 
what the two have doing over the 
years.

“They’ve done this before, in lad-
der matches,” explained Shine. “It 
got to where we just had to stop it 
because it got too late.”

“They go at it like it’s the finals 
of Wimbledon,” Shine said. “That’s 
what makes them so special; they 
have it in them.”

The Hoffman-Ball title match 
was their first in a league tourna-
ment. Hoffman won the PAL Bay 
Division singles crown in 2007 and 
‘08, but Ball was busy with school 
work. They finally met Monday and 
produced a memorable match that 
lasted nearly three hours.

“That was my toughest match of 
the season, most definitely,” said 
Hoffman, who is ranked No. 1 in 
Northern California in Boys’ 18 
singles. “Being friends makes it 
harder.”

Hoffman and Ball did their best 
to put their friendship aside as they 
battled each other like a CCS title 
was at stake. 

The title match was prolonged 
when Hoffman began cramping up 
in the third set, likely due to the fact 
it was his third match of the day.

With last Friday’s opening day of 
the tournament rained out, the for-
mat was changed to eight-game pro 
sets prior to the finals. Thus, the en-
tire tourney began on Monday with 
Hoffman and Ball both winning 
two pro sets before meeting in the 
finals.

“It was the longest day of my high 
school career,” said a tired Hoff-
man, who endured a left leg cramp 
in the third set that needed attention 
from the Menlo trainers. By that 
time, Hoffman had been playing for 
nearly four hours, but he wasn’t go-

CCS tennis
(continued from page 39)

2009

CCS TENNIS TEAM SCHEDULE

ing to quit. “If Jamin was going to 
win, he was going to have to earn 
it,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman appeared in total control 
after the opening set, but things got 
shaky in the second.

“He stepped it up and I let it get to 
me,” Hoffman said. “Some friends 
came by to watch and I sort of lost 
focus. I started spiraling down.”

After losing the second set and 
with Ball grabbing all the momen-
tum, Hoffman began the third set by 
taking the first game.

“After losing six of the previous 
seven games, I had to come out 
strong,” Hoffman explained. “Win-
ning that first game was important . . 
. I kept fighting when I was down.”

With Hoffman serving and hold-
ing a 4-2 lead in the third set, he was 
forced to take a medical timeout to 
get attention for his cramping left 
leg. When action resumed, Hoffman 
was broken by Ball, who then held 
serve for a 4-4 match. The two held 
serve for a 5-5 match, Hoffman held 
for a 6-5 lead and then broke Ball 
for the match.

“The league title is pretty cool,” 
Hoffman said. “It’s a big achieve-
ment for me.”

The tournament wrapped up Tues-
day with the doubles final. Menlo’s 
Max Glenn and Patrick Chase de-
feated Sacred Heart Prep’s John 
Parsons and John Michael Hansen 
in straight sets.

Glenn and Chase will get an 
opportunity to defend their CCS 
doubles title when they join Hoff-
man and Ball in the CCS Individual 
Tournament that begins May 26. 
Hoffman qualifies automatically 
while Ball should get an at-large 
berth. The two could meet again 
in the championship match. Should 
that happen, don’t be surprised to 
see it go three sets.

Before that happens, there’s still 
that CCS team title to be won. ■

George Horowitz helped M-A win 
its CCS opener, 6-1 Wednesday.

Keith Peters
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C O U P O N  S AV I N G SC O U P O N  S AV I N G S

LOOK FOR THESE SAVINGS AND MORE ON            www.PaloAltoOnline.comYour hot spot for local offers 

TM pizzaz is a trademark of Embarcadero Publishing Company

10/31/08
   Not valid on XOOTR Scooters or trampolines.

Expires 5/30/09

Best Chinese Cuisine Since 1956
1700 Embarcadero, Palo Alto 

856-7700

LUNCH
(Includes Dim Sum on Carts)
(Maximum Discount $15.00)10% 

Off

DINNER
(Maximum Discount $15.00)

TAKE-OUT
DELIVERY

(Minimum $30.00)

Not valid on private room dining. Must pres-
ent coupon. Valid only for orders placed 
directly with Ming’s. Black-out dates may 
apply. Cannot be combined with other offer.

FREE DINNER
Buy 1 dinner entree &

receive 2nd entree of equal
or lesser value FREE.
Must present coupon,

limit 2 coupons per table. 
Expires 2/28/05

Darbar
FINE INDIAN CUISINE

Largest Indian Buffet in Downtown P.A
Take-out & Catering Available

129 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto

650-321-6688
open 7 days

Expires 5/30/09
Not valid on FRI or SAT

1/2 OFF

(1 block north of Stanford Shopping Center & 2 blocks south of Downtown Menlo Park)

Oil Change (Test only OK)

Smog Check
$1995* *

We are a consumer 
assistance program 
Gold Shield station

S c h e d u l e  M a i n t e n a n c e

3 0 / 6 0 / 9 0 K
Factory Recommended Service

■  Brakes
■  Mufflers
■  Catalytic Converters

✓
✓
✓

+Tax and  
disposal fee

*Most cars & light trucks.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.  

Must present coupon.
*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon.

$2895
+ $8.25 for 
Certificate

10AM to 2PM M-F
We Can Smog GROSS POLLUTERS.

Ex
pi

re
s 

11
/1

5/
07

301 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650.328.0287 E

xp
ire

s 
5/

30
/0

9

OFF ANY
PURCHASE 
OF $25 
OR MORE

Expires 5/30/09 
875 Alma Street 

(Corner of Alma & Channing) 
Downtown Palo Alto

(650) 327-7222
Mon-Fri 7:30 am-8 pm, 
Sat & Sun 8 am-6 pm

$5

Vans and some 
vehicles extra.

Not valid with any other offers of discounts
one per customer. Expires 5/30/09

Not valid on XOOTR Scooters

™

650.856.6124 
650.327.4111 

650.968.6050 
 

Buy 1 dinner entree and get the 2nd 
free of equal or lesser value. Valid at 
South Palo Alto and Town and Country 
Village locations.

HealthyPets.com

HealthyPets.com sells 
quality pet health products 
such as Advantage flea 
control, Program, Frontline, 
Cosequin and much more.

Offer expires 5/30/09

Use the coupon PIZAZZ33 and 
save $3 off any purchase of $50 
or more and PIZAZZ88 save $4 
off any purchase of $60 or more 
at HealthyPets.com. Enter cou-
pon code during checkout.70%

off
Already on pet 

medications and 
supplies.

(800) 889-9475
www.HealthyPets.com

Rated the BEST 
Chicago Style, 

Deep Dish 
Gourmet Pizza

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
424-9400

order online at www.pizzachicago.com

Offer expires 6/30/09

Dine-in, Pick-up & Delivery
115 Hamilton Ave, 

Palo Alto  
650.324.3131

133 Main St, Los Altos 
650.947.7768

Open 7 days 11:00-9:00
Delivery from door to door

“The Best Pizza in Town”

GRAND OPENING IN PALO ALTO

Any 2 X-tra 
Large Pizzas

NEW SPOT!
great for 

team parties
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