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Nine years ago, Ka’apeha was in dire need of a new liver. Until they could 
find a suitable donor, Ka’apeha’s doctors gave him the next best thing: time. 
They did it using a new method of “liver assistance” known as CVVH  
(continuous venovenous hemofiltration). The treatment was unconventional  
to say the least. But CVVH allowed Ka’apeha to remain stable until a donor  
became available (an unprecedented 80 hours). The results were ideal. 
Ka’apeha got a healthy new liver and his mom, Averi, got a healthy new  
profession. She was so inspired by the care her son received that she 
changed her career path. Today she works at Packard Children’s Hospital  
as a nurse. And Ka’apeha, well, he spends his time elsewhere.  

Visit www.lpch.org for more information.
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P alo Alto is revamping its am-
bulance-billing process after 
an audit revealed widespread 

delays and errors in the current sys-
tem — possibly costing the city be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000.

The City Council’s Finance Com-
mittee Tuesday night discussed the 

new report with City Auditor Lynda 
Brouchoud, Fire Chief Nick Marin-
aro and officials from ADMI-Inter-
medix, a Florida-based contractor 
that calculates and sends out medi-
cal bills to Palo Alto patients and 
insurance providers. 

Things must get much better, and 

quickly, all parties agreed.
The city has been contracting with 

ADMI-Intermedix since 2005 and 
the contract is up for renewal in May. 
The contractor collects a 7 percent 
commission on revenues it collects.

The auditor’s report identified 
flaws ranging from incorrect mile-
age charges to duplicate bills. It is-
sued 17 recommendations, most of 
which the contractor has agreed to 
implement.

On Tuesday, committee members 

said they were concerned about the 
$833,000 that ADMI-Intermedix 
deemed “uncollectible” since the 
2006-2007 fiscal year. The contrac-
tor is required to return these ac-
counts to the city within 180 days. 

But the audit found that in many 
cases the contractor returned unpaid 
accounts to the city much later than 
that and the city could not collect 
the funds because the statute of 
limitations had expired. 

Committee members acknowl-

edged the city might have been able 
to collect only a small portion of 
these funds even if the contractor had 
returned the accounts on time. But 
even with a 6 to 12 percent success 
rate, the city would have collected 
between $50,000 and $100,000.

“In these times, every dollar 
counts and we may be going into a 
period of greater difficulty in col-
lection,” Councilman Pat Burt said.

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Audit reveals costly errors, delays in current 
system for paramedics transport

by Gennady Sheyner

P alo Alto’s 2009 Tall Tree 
Awards, announced today 
(Friday), will honor com-

munity activist Carolyn Tucher, 
environmental consultant Carroll 
Harrington, nonprofit organization 
Abilities United and Ming’s Villa 
restaurant.

The annual awards, which recog-
nize “exceptional civic contributions 

and service to the community,” will 
be presented April 16 at the Crowne 
Plaza Cabaña Hotel in Palo Alto.

They are sponsored by the Palo 
Alto Chamber of Commerce and the 
Palo Alto Weekly. 

“Grace, patience and compe-
tence” are the words that come to 
mind when describing Outstanding 
Citizen/Volunteer Carolyn Tucher, 

according to Santa Clara County 
Supervisor Liz Kniss. 

Tucher created the Cultural Ka-
leidoscope 
p r o g r a m , 
which brings 
artists and 
art lessons to 
classrooms 
of the Palo 
Alto and 
Ravenswood 
school dis-
tricts. She 
also served 
on the Palo 
Alto Board 
of Education in the mid-1980s, pro-
moting the controversial Voluntary 
Transfer Program that allows chil-
dren to transfer from Ravenswood 
into Palo Alto schools. 

Thanks to Tucher’s efforts, Kniss 
wrote, “hundreds of children have 
benefited by new and increased ed-

ucational op-
portunities, 
p rev iously 
unattainable 
to them.” 

F o r m e r 
Ravenswood 
S c h o o l 
Board mem-
ber Myrtle 
Walker also 
credits Tuch-
er with help-
ing save the 

life of her son, Rick Walker, who 
was arrested and convicted in 1991 
of a crime he didn’t commit. 

Education, environmental 
advocates win Tall Tree Awards

Carolyn Tucher, Carroll Harrington, Abilities United and 
Ming’s Villa, honored for community contributions

by Karla Kane

Paly ‘truancy’ 
rates above 

state average
Truancies are 44 percent 

higher — but there’s a twist: 
Students cut class to study

by Emilie Doolittle

A lmost 70 percent of students 
at Palo Alto High School are 
technically “truants,” accord-

ing to research from the California 
Department of Education’s Safe & 
Healthy Kids Program Office.

Paly’s truancy rate is 44 percent 
higher than the average rate for 
K-12 schools in the state, the state 
agency reported.

But in a kind of “only in Palo 
Alto” twist, many students are cut-
ting one class to study for another, 
or cram for a test, or finish an as-
signment, rather than hanging out, 
heading to the beach or partying, 
according to a Campanile student-
newspaper article by Chiara Leifer. 

Leifer’s lengthy article reported 
that Paly’s truancy rate dropped 
from 56 to 41 percent from 2006 
to 2007 but shot up to 69 percent 
in 2008. (During the same period, 
Gunn High School’s truancy rate 
rose from 31 to 38 percent from 
2006 to 2007, and then to 54 per-
cent in 2008, according to the Cali-
fornia Department of Education.)

The Department of Education 
defines a truant as a student miss-
ing more than 30 minutes of class 
without an excuse three times dur-
ing the school year. 

After a Paly student cuts a class 
three times, a truancy letter is to be 
mailed to the student’s parents. Stu-
dents will be dropped from a class 
if they cut more than four times, ac-
cording to Paly’s attendance policy.

In Leifer’s article, Assistant 
Principal Jerry Berkson said other 
school districts that receive funding 
based on attendance might be more 
inclined to enforce truancy rules. 
He said problems with attendance 
are less noticed because Paly is “a 

Palo Altans 
work for Free 
the Children
More than 100 children 
and adults gathered 
inside Lucie Stern 
Community Center 
last Friday to celebrate 
the opening of the 
first Free the Children 
office in California, 
located in Palo Alto. 
Free the Children 
helps communities 
in underdeveloped 
countries by providing 
clean water and health 
care, as well as building 
schools and offering 
grants for alternative 
income projects. 
Ohlone Elementary 
School students raised 
$5,000 to build a well 
in Emorijoi village in 
Kenya.

SCHOOLS

TALL TREE

Changes planned for Palo Alto ambulance billing

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 11)(continued on page 5)

Carolyn TucherCarroll Harrington
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Our 
Town
by Don Kazak

Closure on Walgreens fire
by Don Kazak

W hen the seven men and five 
women retired to the jury 
room in the federal build-

ing in San Jose last week to decide 
the fate of accused arsonist Donald 
Ray Williams, there was no way of 
knowing how long they would take 
to reach a verdict. 

Williams had been charged with 
setting the fire on July 1, 2007, that 
destroyed the historic Walgreens 
building in downtown Palo Alto in 
a spectacular blaze.

But the evidence was all circum-
stantial. No one saw Williams set 
the blaze, although a nearby secu-
rity camera captured an image of a 
man who could have been Williams 
climbing to the roof of the build-
ing the night the fire broke out. The 
man was seen going into a door on 
the roof twice and coming out.

Minutes later, the glow of flames 
flickered on the security camera’s 
tape. 

Williams was identified by three 
witnesses as someone who had been 
seen on the roof of building in prior 
weeks.

One witness, Victor Spence, who 
lives in the alley behind the build-
ing, called Williams “Spider Man” 
because of the way he could shim-
my up a thin pipe to the roof.

Sure, there was Williams’ DNA 
on a T-shirt recovered from a dump-
ster in the alley immediately after 
the fire. But the evidence seemed 
thin.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Gary Fry 
patiently had to connect the dots for 
the jurors over eight days of testi-
mony.

He succeeded.
Fry was expecting the jury to 

deliberate for at least two full days 
as the members sorted through the 
evidence, including photos, DNA 
information and testimony.

So he was surprised when the jury 
took just four hours to convict Wil-
liams of arson, for which he could 
be sent to federal prison for up to 
20 years.

Federal Public Defender Manuel 
Araujo could appeal, if he thinks 
there are grounds to do so. There is 
no word on that yet.

Williams was arrested after a 
joint investigation by Palo Alto po-
lice and federal Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
agents. Investigators had actually 
interviewed Williams only days af-

ter the fire as a potential suspect. 
But it took awhile to compile evi-
dence and finally arrest him.

“Because it was thoroughly in-
vestigated by the ATF it wasn’t as 
difficult as it could have been,” 
Jack Gillund, public affairs offi-
cer for the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in San Francisco, said of the case. 
“ATF brought in their National Re-
sponse Team, which is reserved for 
major fires and explosions. That 
team brings people from around the 
country with advanced training in 
arson investigations.”

In the closing arguments, Fry 
cited a defense theory that even if 
Williams was the man on the roof 
before the fire broke out another 
person may have been there, too, 
and set the fire.

That would make Williams “the 
unluckiest trespasser,” Fry wryly 
told the jury. 

“You know for sure that is Donald 
Ray Williams,” Fry told the jury af-
ter watching the video.

“Even if Mr. Williams is the 
person in the video, there is no evi-
dence he started the fire,” countered 
defense attorney Lara Vinnard, 
working with Araujo, in her closing 
argument.

After the jury filed out of the 
courtroom, sparks flew.

Araujo immediately moved for a 
mistrial. He claimed that Fry kept 
objecting and interrupting Vinnard 
in her closing. 

“It’s outrageous,” Araujo argued.
U.S. District Court Judge Jeremy 

Fogel denied the motion, the sec-
ond mistrial motion Araujo made. 
He had also moved for a mistrial 
after Fogel allowed testimony that 
Williams had been arrested in 1999 
on an unrelated charge. Fogel ruled 
that testimony was just to establish 
that a witness knew Williams.

Well, it seemed like a tough case. 
But in the end the jury didn’t need 
much time at all to convict. 

Senior Staff Writer Don Ka-
zak can be e-mailed at dkazak@
paweekly.com.
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‘ You know for sure 
that is Donald Ray 
Williams.’

– Gary Fry, Assistant  
U.S. Attorney

25% 
Off
Nike

526 Waverley Street - Palo Alto - 650-328-8555
Swimtowin.com

Fun For Everyone 1930

Swimwear &  
accessories

February 6-8.
Not valid with  
other discounts or offers.
Limited to stock on hand.

For reservations, 
please call 650-857-0787 ext. 250
4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306

Early Bird Dining

Special Three Course Dinner $13.95

The Cabaret Supper Club
Join us for an intimate evening of dining 

each Friday & Saturday, 7pm to 10pm
Live Music and Dancing

See what‘s happening at the

Valentine‘s Day Dinner
$79.99

Live Music and Dancing

Champagne Brunch
Join us each Sunday

$29.95
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Upfront

BodyKneads SPA+SALON
Offers expire 2/28/09

810 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto  Tel. 650.852.0546  Open Daily 10-10
www.BODYKNEADS-dayspa.com

Short Getaway $145
Includes 1-hr Swedish Massage, Express Facial, Manicure, and Spa Pedicure

Men's Retreat $160
Includes 1-hr Jacuzzi, 1 1/2 Deep Tissue Massage, and Gentleman's Facial

A Love Retreat for 2 $190
Includes an Aromatic Bath and Couple's Massage
(Complimentary Champagne and Chocolate during the month of February)

Manicure and Spa Pedicure $22
Express Facial, Manicure, and Spa Pedicure $68

Give the Gift of Love
this Valentine's Day

Gift Certifi cates
Available

New Year's Savings Package
FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase 

of Freeway plus driver training
Must have coupon for this offer. Expires March 6, 2009

Stanford 
Driving School

(
To register online, please visit our website at: 

www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

  Day 1    Day 2    Day 3    Day 4   
Sat 2/14 Sun 2/15 Sat 2/21 Sun 2/22
Tues 2/17 Wed 2/18 Thur 2/19 Fri 2/20
Sat 3/14 Sun 3/15 Sat 3/21 Sun 3/22

February-March In-Class Schedule

Tucher, she wrote, “took it upon 
herself to right this terrible wrong,” 
and was a catalyst in getting Walker 
freed. 

A graphic designer by trade, 
Carroll Harrington, honored as 
Outstanding Professional/Business 
Person, has worked as an environ-
mentalist in Palo Alto and beyond 
for nearly 40 years. Her 1970 book-
let, “If You Want to Save Your En-
vironment Start at Home,” elevated 
her to local (and national) promi-
nence, and she’s been consulting, 
advising and volunteering on local 
issues ever since. 

She served as the first public-in-
formation officer for the Midpenin-
sula Regional Open Space District 
in its formative years in the early 
1970s, worked with the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation in the 1980s 
on community health programs and 
conferences, and in recent times 
has promoted the “Palo Alto Busi-
ness Goes Green” and “Downtown 
Streets Team” programs. She also 
works with the Palo Alto Adult 
School on its class catalogues.

“Her footprints, handiwork, 
goodwill and energy are scattered 

throughout the community and re-
gion like tiny seeds, many sprout-
ing to create a virtual forest of 
community-building projects and 
traditions,” friends Susan Rosenberg 
and Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
wrote in a nomination letter. 

A winner of the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Athena Award, Har-
rington has been called a goddess 
because of that award, Nancy Peter-
son wrote, but “she is selfless and is 
driven solely by her belief in people 
and her vision for the best Palo Alto 
that we can be.” 

Outstanding Nonprofit winner 
Abilities United (formerly Commu-
nity Association for Rehabilation) 
has provided services to disabled 
people of all ages since 1963, offer-
ing children’s development programs 
(including Milestones Preschool), 
family support, life-skills training 
and aquatic programs through the 
Betty Wright Swim Center.

In a letter of support, Sally Mickel 
said her granddaughter Amber, dis-
abled by meningitis, attributes much 
of her self-confidence and progress 
in life to her swim lessons.

“We give thanks every day for 
the wonderful staff and volunteers 
at Betty Wright,” she said.

Atherton resident Barbara Ruder 
said Abilities United deserves rec-

ognition for “contributing towards 
both individual and family growth 
and well-being within and beyond 
the Palo Alto borders,” citing her 
daughter Laura’s involvement with 
recreational programs from the late 
1980s to the present.

Ming’s Villa of Palo Alto, a Chi-
nese restaurant located at Embar-
cadero and East Bayshore roads, 
was chosen as this year’s Outstand-
ing Business. The restaurant was 
founded on El Camino Real in 1956 
and moved to its current location in 
1967. Owner Vicky Ching took over 
in 1991.

The restaurant has long served 
as a gathering spot and sponsor 
of community events. Ming’s has 
supported Little League teams and 
hosted the Stanford Varsity foot-
ball team, sponsored the Black and 
White Ball and provides a meeting 
place for numerous other local or-
ganizations and clubs, donating to 
many others. 

“Ming’s has always reflected the 
spirit of community involvement, 
through contributions of food and 
money to countless local and area 
organizations,” nominator Allan 
Chin wrote. 

Editorial Assistant Karla Kane 
can be e-mailed at kkane@
paweekly.com.

Tall Tree awards
(continued from page 3)

COMMUNITY

Community honors ‘Lifetimes of Achievement’
 Seven area residents recognized for foster care, service,  

environmental work and philanthropy
by Chris Kenrick

T aking in 21 foster children, 
chairing the Stanford Universi-
ty Board of Trustees and serv-

ing on the school board are among 
the many contributions of seven lo-
cal residents being honored for their 
“Lifetimes of Achievement.”

The seven honorees, announced 
this week, are longtime education 
leader Ray Bacchetti, philanthro-
pists John and Jill Freidenrich, chil-
dren’s advocate Norma Hesterman, 
nurse Sharon Hofstedt, environ-
mentalist/lawyer Tom Jordan and 
accountant/community volunteer 
Donald Seiler.

The annual awards are co-spon-
sored by Avenidas, the Palo Alto-
based nonprofit agency serving 
Midpeninsula seniors and families, 
and the Palo Alto Weekly. 

The awards recognize persons 
over 65 who have made outstanding 
contributions to their local commu-
nities. 

The 2009 honorees will be cel-
ebrated at a May 17 garden party 
hosted by Avenidas, the Weekly 
and the community website Palo 
Alto Online.

“Avenidas has been helping seniors 
for the past 40 years, as well as hon-
oring seniors who help their commu-
nities for the past 20 years,” Avenidas 
CEO Lisa Hendrickson said. “We’re 
excited to celebrate both these anni-
versaries together, and we extend an 
invitation to the community to join us 
at this festive event.”

Bacchetti has combined a career in 
education and public service. He was 
elected to the boards of both the Palo 
Alto Unified School District and the 
Foothill-De Anza Community Col-
lege District. He was vice president 

for planning and management at 
Stanford University, then worked 
for the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation as program officer for 
K-12 and higher education. 

Until recently he was a scholar in 
residence at the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teach-
ing.

Bacchetti currently volunteers at 
the Palo Alto Police Department 
where he helps with tasks as diverse 
as taking police vehicles out to be 
washed, grant-writing and picking 
up chow for the canines. 

He chairs the Citizens Oversight 
Committee on the Measure A school 
reconstruction bond and sits on the 
boards of the Developmental Study 
Center, an Oakland-based school-
reform organization; the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival; Palo Altans 
for Government Effectiveness; and 
Channing House, where he lives 
with his wife Carol. He also serves 
on the City of Palo Alto Human Re-
lations Commission.

He has been a strong advocate for 
the city goal of “civic engagement 
for the common good.” 

John and Jill Freidenrich, who 
met as Stanford students, have di-
rected many of their contributions 
to the university. John chaired the 
Stanford Board of Trustees. Jill 
co-founded the Community Breast 
Health Project (now Breast Cancer 
Connections) and has participated 
in numerous art activities at the uni-
versity and its hospitals. 

The couple’s gift to the Cantor 
Art Center created the Freidenrich 
Family Gallery and, in 2006, the 
pair committed $25 million for the 
Stanford Medical Center’s Jill and 

John Freidenrich Center for Trans-
lational Research, aimed at translat-
ing basic discoveries into improved 
patient care. 

John Freidenrich in 1968 helped 
found the Palo Alto law firm Ware, 
Fletcher and Freidenrich (now part 
of DLA Piper) and 20 years later 
founded the venture capital firm 
Bay Partners. In 2000, he found-
ed Regis Management Company, 
where he is managing partner. In 
addition to the Stanford Board 
of Trustees, his board member-
ships have included the Children’s 
Health Council, Stanford Hospital, 
Packard Children’s Hospital, the 
Jewish Community Endowment 
Fund, the Taube-Koret Campus for 
Jewish Life, the National Gallery 
of Art and the Center for National 
Policy.

Norma Hesterman of Los Altos 
Hills is distinguished by her role 
as parent to 21 foster children that 
she and her husband, Vic, took in 
over a period of 21 years. In addi-
tion, the couple has four children of 
their own.

“Following a year of caring for 
the child of a friend, we became in-
terested in serving as a foster fam-
ily,” she said. “We served children 
who were not available for adoption 
but could not live with their parents 
for various reasons. Most were hurt-
ing badly. 

“These foster children (now 
grown) are very dear to us and they 
continue to interact with our own 
children, attend family gatherings 
and need us to be their children’s 
grandparents. We’ve attended col-

(continued on page 11)
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Upfront

SOLD! ... The message was 
loud and clear: Palo Alto is 
facing a major budget crunch 
and will need to either find new 
revenues or start cutting pro-
grams. But the City Council’s 
sobering budget discussion 
Monday night also featured a 
speck of good news, courtesy 
of Councilman Larry Klein. 
Klein, who served as the city’s 
mayor last year, told his col-
leagues that a house next door 
to his recently went on the 
market. It sold the same day, 
Klein said. Klein’s anecdote 
brought a gleam of hope to 
an otherwise somber Council 
Chambers. But Mayor Peter 
Drekmeier had his own idea 
about why the house next to 
Klein’s sold so quickly. “Is that 
the house on the market that 
was next to the former mayor’s 
house?” Drekmeier asked. “I 
thought that was the selling 
point.”

LEEDING THE WAY ... Palo Alto 
prides itself on its ultra-green 
building codes, which promote 
energy efficiency and sustain-
able construction materials. 
Now, the rest of Santa Clara 
County is officially on board. 
This week, Gilroy became 
the latest city to sign on to a 
countywide policy to promote 
“green” building, the Silicon 
Valley Leadership Group an-
nounced. The group and the 
Santa Clara County Cities As-
sociation has formed the Green 
Building Collaborative, which 
works with city planners, coun-
cil members and other officials 
to promote green building stan-
dards. Under the agreement, 
construction and renovation 
projects involving municipal 
buildings larger than 5,000 
square feet will aim to achieve 
LEED Silver, the third-highest 
rating possible under the Lead-
ership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) rating 
system. The cities have agreed 
to use the LEED system and to 
require a Green Checklist as 
part of the planning application. 
“The green building industry 
is so new and quickly evolving 

that the Leadership Group felt 
it was important to coordinate 
a county-wide effort on local 
government policy,” Shiloh Bal-
lard, the Leadership Group’s 
vice president for housing and 
community development, said 
in a press release. “We’re really 
pleased to see that all the cities 
have adopted this first phase 
of green building policy. I’m 
unaware of any other county or 
region in the country that has 
adopted a common standard.”

SO LONG, FAREWELL ... She 
retired in a fog of controversy, 
but former Palo Alto Police 
Chief Lynne Johnson has no 
shortage of fans or friends in 
Palo Alto. So when the City 
Council passed a special 
resolution this week honoring 
Johnson for her 34 years of 
police service — including 5 1/2 
years as chief — the Council 
Chambers erupted with praise 
and applause from the police 
officers and residents who filled 
the chamber. But one person 
was missing — Lynne Johnson. 
Mayor Peter Drekmeier said the 
former chief wasn’t feeling well 
and could not attend the cere-
mony. Johnson had stirred con-
troversy on Oct. 30 when she 
made comments that some in-
terpreted as an endorsement of 
racial profiling. She repeatedly 
apologized, retracted her com-
ments and denounced racial 
profiling, but couldn’t overcome 
the negative reaction. Monday’s 
resolution made no allusions to 
the controversy or a controver-
sial police investigation last year 
into the Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre, focusing instead on 
her distinguished career at the 
department. Residents gave 
her a standing ovation and 
business leaders praised her 
for bringing integrity and in-
novation to the department. “I 
think it’s hard sometimes to be 
an employee of the Palo Alto 
community,” Vice Mayor Jack 
Morton said. “We expect a lot 
and Lynne always rose to the 
challenges that we faced. I’d 
like to, on behalf of the commu-
nity, extend my thanks.” ■

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

Everybody knows it’s economic 
hard times. Let’s use the brainpower 
that this community has.

— Councilman Larry Klein on the budget short-
fall. See story on page 7.

*OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED. OFFERS GOOD THROUGH 02/07/09

GET THE HEAT, 
CHOOSE YOUR REBATE

$ 200 OFF GAS INSERT OR 
STOVE 

OR
FREE REMOTE OR 
THERMOSTATIC 
BLOWER (VALUE 

UP TO $246) 
OR

FREE GAS LOGS, GRATE 
AND BURNER WITH ANY 

GAS LINE 
INSTALALTION

OR
$ 200 OFF GAS LINE IN-

STALLATION WITH 
PURCHASE OF GAS 

INSERT, STOVE 
OR FIREPLACE.

THE FIREPLACE ELEMENT
1970 W EL CAMINO REAL

MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040
TEL: 650-938-2000

DO YOU HAVE

SAVE Your Tile...Fix Your Grout!

650-333-5023

™

800-296-8056

✔ Clean and repair grout & tiles!

✔  Restore color and seal to protect 
grout from stains!

✔  Change grout color without 
removing grout!

✔  Re-grout and re-caulk tubs, 
showers, counter, and more!

2/15/09
Angie’s List

Super Service Award! 
Recipient of 2007 & 2008

Lose 2 - 5 Pounds
Per Week!

“I’m fi tting into clothes I 
haven’t worn in years.”

–Cindy A., Palo Alto

The Jumpstart Program Includes:
Regular Visits with Doctors

Nutrition Education with Real Food
Safe and Effective Medication

Emotional Support
Remarkable Health Benefits

Our Guidance.
Your Success.

Mountain View
Redwood City

Millbrae

Call Now (650) 396-7802
www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Dr. Sooji Rugh Dr. Sean Bourke

MEDICAL 
WEIGHT LOSS

NOW IN A CONVENIENT NEW LOCATION:

Dermatology

Digestive Health

Imaging

Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine

Pain Management

Sleep Medicine

Featuring
Full Rehabilitation Services

Leading-edge Surgical Suites 

THE NEW 
STANFORD MEDICINE 
OUTPATIENT CENTER 
IN REDWOOD CITY 
COMBINES A  
STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY WITH 
STANFORD 
QUALITY CARE

HOW CAN
WE HELP YOU?

805.0004_SMOC_PAweek_BW.ai   12/23/08   10:13:55 AM
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Upfront

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The City Council plans to hold its 
annual meeting with Santa Clara County Supervisor Liz Kniss. The 
council is also scheduled to discuss the city’s annual Service Efforts 
and Accomplishments Report and consider approval of a tenta-
tive map for a 45-unit development at 200 San Antonio Road. The 
meeting with Kniss is scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 9, in the 
Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.) The regu-
lar meeting will follow at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... 
The commission is scheduled to hold a public hearing on a condi-
tional use permit for the sale of alcohol for onsite consumption during 
theater performances by TheatreWorks. The commission plans to 
consider a zoning ordinance amendment requiring hotels to provide a 
transient occupancy tax to achieve maximum floor-area allowances. 
The commission will also consider allowing “extended stay” (30 days 
or more) at only a small portion of rooms or requiring a fee for such a 
stay. The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 11, in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission 
plans to continue its discussion on civic engagement and hear a 
subcommittee report about the Palo Alto Police Department’s ac-
tion plan for reaching out to minority communities. The meeting is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12, in the Council Conference 
Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will provide an update on site 
plans for Garland Elementary School. The board will also discuss 
leasing a facility on Wyandotte St., in Mountain View, for the Palo 
Alto Adult School. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
10, in the Administration Building (25 Churchill Ave.).

Public Agenda

ShopTalk Daryl Savage’s ShopTalk col-
umn has moved. For today’s 
ShopTalk, go to page 38. 

PALO ALTO

Budget gap could hit nearly $8 million
City Council attacks near-term $5.8 million gap  

with hiring freeze, no bonuses or raises for department directors
by Gennady Sheyner

F aced with a rapidly swelling 
budget deficit, the city has 
instituted a hiring freeze and 

has halted raises for department di-
rectors, City Manager James Keene 
announced Monday night.

The moves came in response to 
new budget projections that show 
the city on its way to a $5.8 million 
deficit in the 2009 fiscal year, which 
ends on June 30. The city’s budget 
shortfall is expected to grow to $8 
million in 2010. 

Keene said department directors 
held a special all-day meeting Fri-
day and agreed to forego any sal-
ary hikes or bonuses over the next 
fiscal year.

“That group has collectively ac-
knowledged that a pay raise next 
year for the executive leadership 
team would be inappropriate in this 
environment,” he said. 

At the same time, staff indicated 
at Monday’s council meeting that 
the freezes in hiring and salaries are 
just initial steps in what is expected 
to be a long, potentially painful pe-
riod of citywide belt-tightening. 

While city officials have a plan 
in place to close the budget hole in 
2009 through the hiring freeze and 
other stopgap measures, the coun-

cil agreed that bold, decisive action 
must be taken to close the gap in 
2010 and beyond.

“I encourage you to think harder 
and not settle just for hiring freez-
es,” Councilman Larry Klein told 
Keene. “In the same way, I’d en-
courage you to think harder of rev-
enue increases.”

Joe Saccio, deputy director of the 
Administrative Services Depart-
ment, said the main reasons for the 
budget gap were steep declines in 
the city’s three major revenue sourc-
es: sales taxes, transient-occupancy 
taxes and documentary-transfer 
taxes (relating to property). 

Sales tax revenues declined by 9.5 
percent from 2008, Saccio said, while 
revenues from the hotel tax dropped 
8.6 percent. Documentary-transfer 
taxes fell 40 percent from 2008.

In December, the department had 
projected a $2.6 million deficit. But 
dismal tax figures have prompted 
city officials to add $3.2 million to 
the projected budget gap.

Altogether, revenue reductions 
from the various taxes total $7.7 
million, Saccio said. The city also 
saw a slight uptick in property taxes 
and utility-user taxes. The projected 
revenue gains from the two sources 

are $1.7 million in the current fis-
cal year.

Lalo Perez, director of Adminis-
trative Services, said the situation 
could become even worse in coming 
years depending on the economy.

“We’re in uncharted territory. No 
one really knows,” Perez said. “Ev-
erything that you read is not posi-
tive.”

Keene said expenditure reductions 
will save about $3 million in the cur-
rent fiscal year. The hiring freeze 
would free up another $1 million. 

The city will also abandon its plan 
to transfer $1 million into an infra-
structure reserve fund and hold off 
on an expected $800,000 contribu-
tion to the retiree medical liability 
fund, Keene said.

Vice Mayor Jack Morton said the 
city should also reexamine police 
and fire contracts and delay its plan 
to build a new $80-plus million pub-
lic safety building, which would cost 
$5.2 million annually to finance.

“We have to put the police build-
ing on hold,” Morton said. “There 
is no way we can come up with $5 
million in this fund.”

But some council members 

(continued on page 9)

Free Seminar!
“FIFTH ANNUAL”

Special Needs Trusts
The Cornerstone of Estate Planning for People with Disabilities

Michael Gilfi x Esq.
Gilfi x & La Poll Associates LLP

To Register Call

650-493-8070
or

408-971-7292
You may also register on our

website at:
www.gilfi x.com

Seating
is limited!

Co-sponsors include:

Thursday, March 4, 2009
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Crowne Plaza Cabaña
4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Webster House 650-327-4333 401 Webster Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

Independent Living

For more information visit us on the web at www.WebsterHousePaloAlto.com

RCFE# 435201904 
CCRC 218

You are invited to our upcoming  
       events at

Friday, February 13th
2:00pm - 4:00pm

Thursday, February 26th
 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Valentine’s Day Celebration

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at Webster 
House! Enjoy a piano concert by pianist 
Frederick Moyer, chocolate fondue, 
Valentine’s cookies, a raffle for a special 
Valentine’s Day gift basket and more.

Successfully Selling Your Home 
in a Buyers’ Market

With Chris Iverson, MBA, Realtor - Keller Williams 
Realty and Andy Block of Opes Advisors

If you have been considering selling your home, 
but are concerned about whether it will sell, and 
for how much, you are not alone. Your friends and 
neighbors all have the same concerns. However, 
there is good news; your home will sell, even in this 
market, and probably for more than you think.

A premier senior living community for active independent seniors offering upscale 
amenities, services and nearby conveniences!

Valet parking available.  RSVP to (650) 327-4333

Jump start 2009 at 
Overtime Fitness!
There is no obligation. 
We invite you to be our guest 
with full membership 
privileges for 14 days. 

You’re gonna 
love it here!

650.944.8555 

Jum
Ov
The
We 
with
priv

You
lov

650.944.8555  650 944 8555

WORKOUT FOR FREE
T
W
w
pO

2 WEEK TRIAL OFFER
p

4 days.

a

Try Us On 
for Size!

Upfront

Football player arrested on assault charges
Benjamin Kain-Williams of Atherton, football player at Menlo Col-

lege, has been arrested in connection with a potentially deadly assault 
that took place at the intersection of Glenwood Avenue and Garwood 
Avenue in Menlo Park early Thursday morning, police reported. (Posted 
Jan. 30 at 9:27 a.m.)

Rash of auto burglaries reported in Palo Alto
Thieves continue to smash windows of parked cars in Palo Alto and 

take valuables, often left in plain sight on a car seat. (Posted Jan. 30 at 
12:01 p.m.)

Man sentenced in Menlo Park robbery
A 38-year-old man accused of snatching a woman’s purse in Menlo 

Park after attempting to rob another woman in Palo Alto pleaded no 
contest to the Menlo Park robbery Wednesday in San Mateo County 
Superior Court. (Posted Jan. 30 at 2:38 p.m.)

East Palo Alto man shot, wounded Friday night
East Palo Alto police are investigating a shooting that sent a man to 

the hospital city Friday night. (Posted Feb. 1 at 10:15 a.m.)

Redevelopment planned for San Antonio center
The Mountain View City Council approved a “gatekeeper” request 

last week that could lead to a massive revamp of San Antonio shopping 
center, possibly even bringing the spirit of San Jose’s Santana Row to 
Mountain View. (Posted Feb. 1 at 5:12 p.m.)

Mountain lion sighted in Ladera Sunday
A mountain lion was reportedly spotted in Ladera off Alpine Road 

Sunday evening, according to the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. 
(Posted Feb. 2 at 10:41 a.m.)

‘Wedding University’ coming to Four Seasons
Two local venues will feature wedding experts in a trend that pro-

moters say is different from the usual bridal fair. (Posted Feb. 2 at 11:44 
a.m.)

East Palo Alto crimes now mapped online
East Palo Alto residents can now find out where crimes have oc-

curred in the city through an online crime-mapping service. Residents 
can also sign up for crime alerts in their neighborhoods. (Posted Feb. 2 
at 11:52 a.m.)

Blood donors to receive career counseling
The Stanford Blood Center will host a career counseling event on 

Feb. 19 for 30 donors who give blood at the center between Feb. 2-19. 
(Posted Feb. 2 at 11:54 a.m.)

Missing teens were heading to X Games
A 14-year-old Los Altos boy and 13-year-old Saratoga girl who went 

missing together last week drove to Colorado in an attempt to see the 
ESPN Winter X Games but arrived a week late, Los Altos Police Sgt. 
John Korges said Monday. (Posted Feb. 2 at 1:49 p.m.)

Palo Alto suspect who hit cop returns to area
Pascual Nuno Martinez, 50, arrived back in Santa Clara County 

Sunday night after being successfully extradited from Kansas City, 
MO. He was arrested by federal marshals and police Dec. 12 after al-
legedly trying to run over a Palo Alto motorcycle officer Dec. 4 after 
a traffic stop. (Posted Feb. 2 at 2:49 p.m.)

Santa Clara County seeks poet laureate
Santa Clara County is seeking local poets to apply for the county’s 

newly created poet laureate position. (Posted Feb. 2 at 4:05 p.m.)

Hope and — tragedy — for host of Obama party
The elation of Barack Obama’s inauguration spread throughout East 

Palo Alto like wildfire when longtime resident Dolores Farrell hosted 
a private Inauguration breakfast on Jan. 20. Farrell invited 40 friends 
and family members to the breakfast at East Palo Alto’s Firehouse 
Grill — 115 people showed up. But the joyous event was touched by 
tragedy. Before the party ended, Farrell’s only son was dying. (Posted 
Feb. 2 at 5:03 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 
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$750 million VA hospital plans to be unveiled
A parking garage with a lower profile and special headlight-reducing 

materials will be among the changes to a $750 million redevelopment 
project for the Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System (VA) to 
be unveiled Sunday afternoon.

The changes reflect concerns raised earlier by residents. 
VA representatives will present architectural renderings of the project 

Feb. 8 at 1 p.m. in the multipurpose room of Barron Park Elementary 
School, 800 Barron Ave. The presentation will occur as part of the annual 
Barron Park Neighborhood Association meeting.

A 600-stall multi-story parking garage will be lowered in height by 
compressing the space between floors and a material will be applied to 
the structure that minimizes car headlights intruding on residents, VA 
Facilities Manager Jason Nietupski said. A vivarium and wet lab, once 
joined, will also be separated.

Nietupski said he is looking to lease off-site land for staff parking dur-
ing reconstruction to replace parking spaces lost during construction. A 
shuttle system will move employees to the campus. 

Redevelopment is expected to begin in late spring 2010 and last for a 
year, he said.

The VA is also looking for 60,000 square feet of temporary space to 
house laboratories and offices during construction, he said. 

— Sue Dremann

Stimulus package could bolster school funds
Palo Alto schools could receive an estimated $2.7 million over the next 

two years under the economic-stimulus package passed by the House of 
Representatives last week.

School officials await Senate approval of the American Recovery Re-
investment Act of 2009, which could boost the district’s funds for con-
struction, special education and other programs such as new textbooks 
and school resources.

Statewide, K-12 education faces a proposed mid-year cut of $1.86 bil-
lion. 

If the stimulus package passes, the district could receive funding for 
categorical programs, including $1.9 million for special education, ac-
cording to the Congressional Research Service.

Cathy Mak, co-chief business officer for the Palo Alto Unified School 
District, said the district is not calculating the federal stimulus into next 
year’s budget because it is too rough of an estimate and there may be 
changes in the legislation.

“The funding for special education may help the general fund, depend-
ing on whether or not there are specific requirements with the funding,” 
Mak said. “There is no way to predict either the timing or exact amount 
of these funds.” 

— Emilie Doolittle 

Stanford cancels Community Day celebration
Stanford University has cancelled this year’s Community Day, when it 

welcomes neighbors to science demonstrations and art performances, as 
well as activities for kids and other events.

Some 8,000 people flocked to the campus in 2007, the last time Com-
munity Day was held.

Budget constraints forced the cancellation of the 2009 Community 
Day, the university announced Wednesday.

Community Day, which began in 2002 and grew in popularity, was to 
be held April 19.

The university is also cutting back on its annual Founder’s Day event, 
to be held April 13. 

Founder’s Day will take place at Memorial Church but will not include 
the traditional procession to the Stanford family mausoleum, where the 
remains of Jane and Leland Stanford and their son, Leland Jr., are en-
tombed.

The mausoleum will be open to the public April 13 from noon to 5 
p.m.

The Founder’s Day celebration will begin at 5 p.m. April 13 in Memo-
rial Church with remarks by President John Hennessy and two winners 
of a student speaker contest. 

— Don Kazak

News Digest
Upfront

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Introducing the best thing to happen to TV since HD:

More HD
Access to over 1,000 HD choices. 

That’s more than satellite, more  
than anyone! You get movies, 
sports, broadcast networks,  

premium channels and our vast  
ON DEMAND library.

Faster Internet
Comcast High-Speed Internet  
with PowerBoost® is built for  

online video and downloads at  
speeds up to 16 Mbps.

Smarter Phone
Enjoy unlimited local and nationwide  
long distance calling in the US and  

Canada, with 12 popular 
features including Caller ID. 

Call 
1.800.COMCAST 

Offer ends 6/30/09 and is limited to new residential customers. Not available in all areas. Offer limited to Digital Starter, 6.0 Mbps High-Speed Internet and Comcast Digital Voice® service and requires 
subscription to all three services. After the 12 month promotional period, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, Comcast’s regular charges apply. Comcast’s current monthly service charge for all 
three products ranges from $129.99 to $209.99. Cable and High-Speed service in offer limited to a single outlet. Subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions of services. Price does not include 
applicable equipment and installation charges, taxes, franchise fees, the Regulatory Recovery Fee or other applicable charges (e.g., per call, or international charges). $29.95 activation fee applies to 
Comcast Digital Voice.® May not be combined with other offers. Cable service: Certain services are available separately or as a part of other levels of service. Basic service subscription is required to receive 
other levels of service. Converter and remote required to receive certain services. HD programming limited to programming provided to Comcast in HD format. HD choices include HD channel lineup and 
HD programming ON DEMAND at any given time. May vary by market. ON DEMAND selections subject to charge indicated at time of purchase. Not all programming available in all areas. High-Speed 
Service: Speed comparison between Comcast 6.0 Mbps service and standard 1.5 DSL (downloads only). PowerBoost® provides burst of download and upload speeds for the first 10 MB and 5 MB of a 
file, respectively for 6.0 Mbps service, for the first 20 MB and 10 MB, respectively, for 8.0 Mbps service and 22 Mbps service. Many factors affect speed. Actual speeds will vary and are not guaranteed. 
Not all features, including McAfee, compatible with Macintosh systems. McAfee value based on retail price of product sold separately. Comcast Digital Voice®: Unlimited package pricing applies only to 
direct-dialed calls from home to locations in the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico and certain other US territories. No separate long distance carrier connection available. Comcast Digital Voice® service (included 
911/emergency services) may not function after an extended power outage. EMTA required ($3/month). Ability to keep existing telephone number not always available. Call for restrictions and complete 
details or visit www.comcast.com/freehd. Savings claim based on Comcast’s advertised promotional rates as compared to the regular monthly service charges for each applicable bundle over a one year 
period. All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Comcast ©2009. All rights reserved.

7089_CCWB_PAW

Announcing the new  
Comcast HD Triple Play 
with FREE HD — coming  

to a couch near you.

thought some good could come out 
of the murky financial forecast. 
John Barton and Larry Klein both 
quoted White House Chief of Staff 
Rahm Emanuel’s line, “A crisis is a 
terrible thing to waste.” Klein said 

the budget gap creates an opportu-
nity for the city to engage the public 
and come up with creative ways to 
make and save money.

“Everybody knows it’s economic 
hard times,” Klein said. “Let’s use 
the brainpower that this community 
has.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 

Budget gap
(continued from page 7)
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Upfront

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

A Guide to 
the Spiritual 
Community

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious services. To inquire about or make space reservations for Inspirations, 

please contact Blanca Yoc at 326-8210 x221 or email byoc@paweekly.com

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF PALO ALTO
invites you into our 
progressive community of faith

SUNDAY WORSHIP • 11 am in the sanctuary
CHILD-FRIENDLY WORSHIP-IN-THE-ROUND • 
        8:45 am in the Chapel
CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE • 8:45 am in the Sanctuary 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME

1140 Cowper St. 

650.325.5659

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,
and the Memorial Church Choir, 

under the direction of Gregory Wait.
http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

University Public Worship
Stanford Memorial Church

Sundays, 10:00 am
Sermons by the Dean, the Senior Associate Dean 

and the Associate Dean for Religious Life,  
as well as occasional guest speakers.

Grammy Award Winning vocal/guitar jazz duo 
Tuck and Patti perform February 8th at 7:00 pm

For tickets: http://fccpa.org/paypal.htm

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board

Please be advised the Historic Resources Board shall conduct a 
meeting at 8:00 AM on Wednesday, February 18, 2009 in the Civic 
Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo 
Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear and be heard 
on these items.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  Approval of minutes of Historic 
Resources Board meetings of November 5, 2008 and January 
21, 2009.

NEW BUSINESS

Public Hearings

1. 175 Byron Street [09PLN-00006]:  Application by Kent 
Stormer, owner, for Historic Resources Board review and 
recommendation to the City Council of a proposal to designate 
a neoclassical bungalow residence, constructed in 1908, to the 
City of Palo Alto's Historic Inventory in Category 2.

BOARD ITEMS
2. Appointment of HRB representative to the Library Bond 

Implementation Committee.

3. Election of HRB Chair and Vice-chair for 2009.

Questions.  If interested parties have any questions regarding the above 
applications, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441.  The files 
relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the hours 
of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and staff reports will be 
available for inspection at 2:00 PM the Friday preceding the hearing.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities.  
To request accommodations to access City facilities, services or programs, to 
participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the City’s compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA 
Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Cathy Siegel, Advance Planning Manager

‘Spillover parking’ revolt hits south Palo Alto
Charleston Meadows neighbors renew overflow-parking complaints

by Sue Dremann

B oth old and new residents in 
south Palo Alto are pushing 
for more liberal on-site park-

ing in large new developments be-
cause of “spillover” parking intrud-
ing on neighborhood streets. 

Residents of the older Charleston 
Meadows neighborhood are com-
plaining that up to 44 cars from the 
adjacent new subdivision of Arbor 
Real are parking on their neighbor-
hood streets, primarily on Wilkie 
Way. 

And even Arbor Real residents 
are complaining of inadequate park-
ing within their development, on the 

site of the former Hyatt Rickey’s ho-
tel. A petition signed by 76 Arbor 
Real residents was submitted to the 
city last fall complaining that cars 
from the even newer proposed “Tree 
House” development just across West 
Charleston Road will be spilling into 
their neighborhood and other streets. 

And still another substantial 
planned housing development, 
“Redwood Gate,” on the Elks Club 
property along El Camino Real 
immediately to the south of Arbor 
Real, could add even more spillover 
parking, they warn. 

Residents of both Charleston 

Meadows and Arbor Real are ask-
ing city officials to reconsider and 
revamp parking standards relating 
to private developments with private 
streets. 

Arbor Real residents have also 
just been informed by their home- 
owner’s association that they will 
need permits for the 65 on-street 
spaces available in the development 
— which could cost $25 per month 
for “winners” of a lottery. Cars lack-
ing permits would be towed. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

LAND USE

The audit only evaluated the am-
bulance service provided by the 
Fire Department and did not exam-
ine services provided by American 
Medical Response, a private com-
pany that also operates in Palo Alto 
and does back-up calls if the city 
paramedics are busy elsewhere.

Michael Brook, senior vice presi-
dent at ADMI-Intermedix, told 
the Finance Committee he largely 
agrees with the report’s recommen-
dations and said the company had 

recently changed its billing process 
to address the concerns. He said the 
company now regularly calls pa-
tients whose addresses are unclear 
and meets monthly with city offi-
cials to review old accounts.

The audit also noted that the Fire 
Department frequently gave the con-
tractor inconsistent mileage informa-
tion. In some cases, patients trans-
ferred to and from the same locations 
received different charges. Marinaro 
said keeping track of mileage isn’t 
a high priority for an emergency re-
sponder trying to save a patient. 

He said the department is explor-
ing using GPS units to track mile-

age and would be willing to undergo 
spot checks to ensure consistency.

“Many times, when you’re in the 
heat of battle, treating patients, it’s a 
low priority,” Marinano said of the 
mileage. “And it’s a small percent-
age of the overall billing.” 

Committee members asked staff to 
produce further analysis, including a 
table showing average billing rates 
per transfer. Members also directed 
staff to bring the request for propos-
als to the committee for review before 
new contractors are solicited. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Ambulance billing
(continued from page 3)
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Upfront

NO  
WORRIES.
Carefree living at  
The Forum Retirement 
Community.

Ask about our high-level amenities and low monthly fees.
Call today to schedule a personal tour. 650-944-0190.

23500 Cristo Rey Drive
Cupertino, CA 95014

650-944-0100
www.theforum-seniorliving.com

RCFE# 435200344        COA# 174 
A Smoke Free Community

Now is the time to relax and 
enjoy life. As a resident-owned 
community, The Forum offers 
unique equity ownership and 
continuing care that allows you to 
plan for a secure future. You can 
retire in style with luxury living in 
a vibrant, carefree environment at 
The Forum. No worries.lege graduations and hosted two 

weddings.”
In addition to her role as a foster 

parent, Hesterman  continues as an 
active volunteer in her church, the 
community and Palo Alto schools.

Sharon Hofstedt has combined 
a career in nursing and nursing 
management with an active life as 
a community leader. She enjoys 
building and developing nonprofit 
boards, and her board memberships 
include Stanford Hospital, Women’s 
Recovery Association, Avenidas, 
Palo Alto Community Child Care 
(PACCC), Samaritan House, Penin-
sula Stroke Association, American 
Heart Association and Shadhika 
Foundation. She and her husband, 
Tom, live in Menlo Park.

Tom Jordan, a former partner at 
the San Jose law firm Hopkins & 
Carley, has for decades applied his 
legal skills to environmental and 
other causes, including local po-
litical and anti-growth issues. His 
board memberships include the 
Committee for Green Foothills, 
Save San Francisco Bay, Peninsula 
Conservation Center Foundation 
and Gamble Garden Center. He 
was appointed to the 1993 Gover-

nor’s Blue Ribbon Committee on 
a unified environmental law. He 
chaired the 1967 campaign com-
mittee against the recall of the en-
tire Palo Alto City Council, which 
managed to re-elect Enid Pearson 
and Kirke Comstock (a Lifetimes 
of Achievement 2007 honoree). 
Jordan and his wife, Madee, live 
in Palo Alto.

Donald Seiler’s philosophy is 
summed up by the motto of the ac-
counting firm that bears his name: 
“We serve people, not numbers.” 
He started Seiler, LLP in 1959. 
Seiler was on the board of Greater 
Bay Bancorp for 21 years, and for 
27 years served on the board of 
Ross Stores. 

He is also an energetic volunteer, 
currently serving on the boards of 
the Taube-Koret Campus for Jew-
ish Life, the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley Haas School of 
Business and the Jewish Commu-
nity Federation. Past board mem-
berships include the Jewish Home 
for Aged and Mount Zion Hospital. 
Seiler and his wife, Ruth, live in 
Atherton. 

Proceeds from the event, which is 
open to the public, help fund Aveni-
das’ programs for seniors. Tickets 
can be purchased for $75 by con-
tacting Avenidas at 650-289-5445, 
or online at www.avenidas.org. 

Lifetime
(continued from page 5)

City Council (Feb. 2)
Lynne Johnson: The council passed a resolution honoring former Palo Alto police 
chief Lynne Johnson for her 34 years of service. Yes: Unanimous.
Long-term financial forecast: The council discussed the projected $5.8 million bud-
get gap in the current fiscal year. Action: None.
Stanford traffic: The commission discussed the traffic impact study for the two 
Stanford University expansion projects. The council heard from the applicant and 
members submitted initial questions, but an in-depth discussion was continued to a 
later date. Action: None.

Finance Committee (Feb. 3)
Ambulance billing: The committee discussed an audit of ambulance billing and 
revenue collections and directed staff to provide additional information on average 
billing rates per transport Yes: Unanimous

Utility Advisory Commission (Feb. 4)
Calaveras Reserve: The commission discussed revising the drawdown schedule for 
the Calaveras Reserve Fund. Action: None
Long-term projections: The commission discussed staff’s long-term projections for 
electric, gas and water funds. Action: None

Architectural Review Board (Feb. 5)
Elks Lodge: The board voted to recommend approval of a request by Premiere 
Properties for construction of a new two-story Elks Lodge at 4249 El Camino Real. 
Yes: Unanimous.

CityView
A round-up of       government action this week

quality school, but legally students 
are supposed to be in school.”

While truancy may imply a lack of 
academic discipline, some Paly stu-
dents are actually cutting classes to 
study or complete homework, Leifer 
reported.

When asked what students do 
when they cut class, senior Tiffany 
Yeung said, “A lot of times students 
are studying for tests or doing home-
work. Students would do whatever 

to maintain their grades. 
“There’s a lot of pressure from 

parents to get into a good college 
and kids don’t always have time for 
homework, so they cut class.”

Senior David Dows agreed: “A lot of 
people cut class to go to the library.”

Yet sophomore Alix Seymour said 
some students cut class for other, 
more traditional reasons: “They 
don’t like the class or the teacher or 
they want to hang out with friends,” 
she said. 

Staff Writer Emilie Doolittle can 
be e-mailed at edoolittle@paweek-
ly.com.

Truancy
(continued from page 3)

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Births, marriages and deaths

Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 57

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2009
13th Annual Juana Run

A fun family and competitive road race with events 
for all ages. A complimentary pancake breakfast 
courtesy of the Pancake House for all 8K participants 
immediately follows the race.
 

 LOCATION:  Juana Briones Elementary School, Palo Alto
 PARKING:  Gunn High School (780 Arastradero Rd. Palo Alto)
 CONTACT:   Juana Run, 3530 Whitsell St., Palo Alto, CA 94306

RACE HOTLINE: (650) 599-3434
ON-LINE REGISTRATION: http://www.active.com

EMAIL: juanarun@aol.com

COST: 8K race $22 before 1/20/2009; $25 before 2/2/2009; $30 race day
 1-mile race $15 before 1/31/2009; $20 before 2/16/2009; $25 race day
 Kids races $10 before 1/31/2009; $13 before 2/16/2009; $15 race day

Entry includes a t-shirt, fi nisher ribbon (kids), age group prizes, 
raffl e and free food and drink.   Scholarships are available for kids races.

EVENTS:

Liz Duveneck Dana, 93, daughter of Hidden Villa 
founders Frank and Josephine Duveneck and a voice 
of peace and beauty throughout her life, died Friday 
(Jan. 23) of natural causes. 

Until relatively recently, she remained active in 
support of educational and camp programs at Hid-
den Villa Ranch in Los Altos Hills, and until her 
death served on the Board of Directors. For many 
years she served on the Ranch and Wilderness Com-
mittee and later the Trust for Hidden Villa board.

“Liz’s life had a profound influence here at Hid-
den Villa and within the surrounding community,” 
Hidden Villa Administrative Assistant Susan Love 
said in a statement on behalf of the Hidden Villa 
staff. 

She was born in Boston, Mass., but moved to Palo 
Alto with her family as a girl. 

After her parents purchased the sprawling Hidden 
Villa property, the family spent summers there from 
1924 to 1929. The family completed construction of 
the main house and moved in before Thanksgiving 
in 1930. 

She received a bachelor’s degree in art and dance 
from Bennington College, Vt., but chose architecture 
as a career. Following marriage to Dan Dana, after 
World War II they lived and worked in San Francis-
co, but returned to Hidden Villa in the summers — 
where she designed a number of existing buildings 
while Dan built them. As an architect, she designed 
more than 50 single-family homes in the Palo Alto 

area, in addition to designing numerous remodel 
projects. She also designed the Ladera Church and 
the Friends Meeting House on Middlefield Road in 
Palo Alto, reflecting her Quaker upbringing. 

Her personal interests included the High Sierra to 
photography, dance, art and music. 

In the 1950s and 1960s she led backpack expedi-
tions for children into the Desolation Wilderness. 

During two decades starting in the 1950s she 
introduced literally thousands of children to folk 
dancing at Hidden Villa as she led the folk-dancing 
evenings for the resident summer camp. Until 2006, 
she volunteered to make her famous pancakes for 
the summer camp Bay-to-Sea backpackers when 
they returned after a 10-day hike. She also provided 
transportation for some of the day campers.

Following the death of Frank and Josephine, she 
and her siblings actively supported dedicating 2,000 
acres to the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District and the Trust for Hidden Villa, creating an 
environmental and educational retreat in perpetu-
ity. 

She is survived by her siblings, Francis Duveneck 
and Hope Williams, both of Monterey; children Jo-
sephine (Weegee) Whiteford of Tucson, Ariz., and 
Ned Dana of Kauai, Hi.; and five grandchildren.

The family prefers memorials be gifts to Hidden 
Villa programs. 

A memorial service will be scheduled within the 
next six months. 

Glen Murray
Glen Murray, 51, a resident of 

Palo Alto, died Dec. 29, after be-
ing diagnosed with liver cancer in 
September.

He was born in Chillicothe, Ohio, 
and moved with his family to Palo 
Alto in 1964, when his father was 
hired by SRI.

He was a former student at Gar-
land School, Jordan Middle School 
and Palo Alto High School. He was 
a member of the Indian Guides, Boy 
Scout Troop 59 and LRY of the Uni-
tarian Church. Recently, he played 
guitar with rock-band friends at a 
local restaurant.

For 20 years he drove a tow truck 
at Ellison’s Towing. His friends at 
Ellison’s recall him being a dedi-
cated worker and loyal friend. He 
received many awards from AAA 
for himself and the company. 

He is survived by his wife, Tammy 
of Sunnyvale; his children, Emily 
and Jake; his mother and father, Bob 
and Barbara Murray of Palo Alto; 
his sister, Marilyn of Boise, Idaho; 
and other family members.

A memorial service will be held 
Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at the Palo Alto 
Unitarian Church.

Aida Ascimani
Aida Ascimani, 86, a resident of 

Palo Alto, died Jan. 27 from compli-
cations of a stroke.

She was born in Trinidad, Bolivia. 
She married José Ascimani, the son 
of Lebanese immigrants. Together 
they had eight children.

Most of her life was spent in 
Trinidad, while her husband worked 
as an accountant and she ran the 
household. She immigrated to the 
United States in 1992 for health rea-

Liz Duveneck Dana dies at 93

sons and to be closer to three of her 
daughters.

She is survived by four daughters, 
Aida Williams of Norwalk, Wis., 
Mary Philips of Santa Cruz, Boliv-
ia, Rosa Hamilton of Sparta, Wis., 
and Carmiña Luce of Palo Alto; 
three sons, Dr. José of Trinidad, Bo-
livia, Jorge of Trinidad, Bolivia, and 
Hern·n of La Paz, Bolivia; 27 grand-
children; 31 great-grandchildren; 
and one great-great-grandchild.

A funeral service will be held in 
Trinidad, Bolivia.  

Charmayne Bienvenue
Charmayne Bienvenue, 63, a resi-

dent of Palo Alto, died of leukemia 
Jan. 22 at Stanford Hospital. 

Born in Los Angeles, she received 
her master’s degree in English from 
U.C. Davis in 1997. She called Palo 
Alto home for more than 20 years 
and worked as an X-Ray technolo-
gist at Palo Alto Medical Founda-
tion before retiring.

Loved ones recall her as a beauti-
ful woman who cared for all crea-
tures and will be missed by her cat, 
Mo. They also recall her fine sense 
of humor. When asked how she felt 
about the dying process she replied, 
“I like what Woody Allen said, ‘It’s 

not that I’m afraid to die I just don’t 
want to be there when it happens.’”

She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Sonny. She is survived by 
many friends and neighbors. At her 
request, there will not be a service. 
Donations in her name may be made 
to Next Door Solutions to Domestic 
Violence, 234 E. Gish Road, #200, 
San Jose, CA 95112 or Pets in Need, 
1190 Main Street, Redwood City, 
CA 94063.

 Lorena Mae Frey
 Lorena Mae (Underhilll) Frey, a 

former Palo Alto resident died Jan. 
29.

She lived in Palo Alto for more 
than 40 years. 

She was preceded in death by her 
husband Charles L. Frey; sister Phyl-
lis Besson; and brother Bud Under-
hill. She is survived by her brother 
Clyde Underhill; daughter and son-
in-law Gale and Bruce Alexander; 
and son and daughter-in-law Chad 
and Michele Frey; five grandchil-
dren; and two great-grandsons. Per 
her request, no services are sched-
uled. In lieu of flowers, she request-
ed that any donations be directed to 
the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple or 
Sempervirens in Los Altos. 

PALO ALTO 
GRAND PRIX

For more information go to:
www.paloaltogp.org

OCTOBER 2 SPRING OR FALL

FEBRUARY 28 MARCH 22

OCTOBER 24 NOVEMBER 15

ROAD RACE SERIES

City of
Palo Alto 

Recreation 
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24th Annual

Palo Alto Weekly
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Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily

At Spa Joli, we offer the latest 
options in wrinkle and scar treat-
ments including: Botox,® Fraxel, 

Microdermabrasion, Photo facials, 
Blue peels & fillers like Radiesse.®

For a free consultation call:

650.843.0600

It’s time to love yourself, 
wrinkle-free.

Love yourself but hate your wrinkles?
*

*

* Results vary.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT 

ACCESS CHANNEL 26

 SPECIAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 09, 2009 – 6:00 P.M.

1. Joint Meeting with Supervisor Liz Kniss Concerning State and Local 
Issues

7:00 PM or as soon as possible thereafter 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2. Appointment of One Candidate to the Planning and Transportation 

Commission for an Unexpired Term Ending July 31, 2009
3. Determination of the Size of the Blue Ribbon Task Force for 

Composting and Selection of Candidates to be Interviewed
4. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the City of East 

Palo Alto for Operation of the San Francisquito Creek Storm Water 
Pump Station 

5. Adoption of the Resolution Scheduling the City Council Vacation and 
Winter Closure for Calendar Year 2009 

6. Approval of 2009 Emergency Standby Council Members 
7. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract No. C08122012 with 

Rodan Builders, Inc., in the Amount of $39,332 for the Renovation 
of the Open Space Maintenance Building at Foothills Park, Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) Project OS-07003 for a Total Not to 
Exceed Amount of $272,232; and Adoption of a Budget Amendment 
Ordinance for the Fiscal Year 2009 to Reappropriate $20,000 From 
CIP OS-00001 and $19,332 From CIP OS-09001 to CIP Project OS-
07003 to Bring the Project’s Total Funding to $39,332 

8. Approval of Amendment Number Two to Alma Street Affordable 
Multi-Family Rental Housing Project Acquisition and Development 
Agreement to Permit the Interim Rental of the 801 Alma Street 
Property for a Commercial Use Until Start of Construction for the 
Development

9. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract No. C08121737 with 
Axon Solutions, Inc. in the Amount of $ 1,259,290 for a Total Not 
To Exceed Amount of $ 8,047,368 for Software System Integration 
Services to Effect the Implementation of SAP Industry-specific 
solution for Utilities; Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance 
for Fiscal Year 2009 to Increase Appropriations of $1,453,560 to CIP 
TE-07006, SAP Continuous Improvement Project

10. Approval of a Vesting Tentative Map and Record of Land Use Action 
for a 45-Unit Townhome Development at 200 San Antonio Road 

      *This item is quasi-judicial and subject to Council’s Disclosure Policy
8:15 PM or as soon as possible thereafter
11. To Consider the Approval of Water Supply Assessment for Stanford 

Medical Center and Stanford Shopping Center Expansion Project  
      (Staff requests by Council Motion that this item be continued to 

3/2/09) 
12. Review of the Transportation Analysis for the Proposed Stanford 

University Medical Center and Stanford Shopping Center Expansions
      (Item continued from 02/02/09 -- PUBLIC TESTIMONY CLOSED)
13. Review and Approval of a Letter to the Santa Clara County Board 

of Supervisors Commenting on the Draft Sustainable Development 
Study for Stanford University

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Policy and Services Committee Meeting Has Been Cancelled for 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009.

Admission $10  $2 OFF with this ad  Seniors $3 off

For general information (650) 574-3247
www.hillsboroughantiqueshow.com

Bob Taylor, Show Director
(208) 629-0891

Produced by The United Voluntary Services. Serving all Veterans.

NOW A 3 DAY EVENT
February 13, 14, & 15, 2009

Show Hours:
Fri 11am-9pm  Sat 11am-7pm  Sun 11am-5pm

San Mateo Event Center

In San Mateo at Delaware St. & 25th Ave.
(Take Hwy 92 west off Hwy 101, exit Delaware Street)

On site porcelain and glass repair. Restaurants and Bar on Premises. 

Antiques & Decorative 
Arts Show & Sale

HillsboroughThe Winter
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Cover Story

The memory game flashes numbers on 
a screen for a split second, then the player 
must tag the spot where each number was 
— in ascending order. 

Ayumu, a 7-year-old chimpanzee, can 
do it flawlessly. But when players pit them-
selves against the chimp, they often can’t 
get past one or two numbers, prompting 
Ayumu’s gleeful photograph to pop up, 
jeering.

Despite the humiliation involved, com-
puter games that test one’s wits have in-
creased in popularity in recent years, es-
pecially among seniors worried about the 
onset of dementia, experts say. 

“People are desperate. Everybody over 
70 knows someone with Alzheimer’s. Five 
million Americans have Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and that will rise to 15 million by the 
middle of the century,” said Bill Fisher, 
chief executive officer of the Alzheimer’s 
Association of Northern California and 
Northern Nevada.

In the consumer market, Baby Boomers 
are buying into brain-fitness games — in-
cluding those by Lumosity, PositScience (a 
company popularized by KQED fundrais-

ers) and FitBrains — for themselves or their 
parents. Senior retirement communities are 
purchasing the software for residents. Some 
health-insurance companies are giving the 
software to people at risk for dementia, un-
der physician supervision, according to Al-
varo Fernandez, founder of SharpBrains, a 
San Francisco market-research company.

Between 2005 and 2007, the market for 
brain-fitness software more than doubled 
in the United States, from $100 million to 
$225 million, Fernandez said.

There is research that justifies the belief 
that games can aid the brain’s health, ac-
cording to Dr. Walter Bortz II, a Stanford 
University School of Medicine associate 
professor and expert on longevity and ro-
bust aging. Studies show that stimulating 
the brain by learning new tasks increases 
blood factors in the brain that act like ste-
roids, making it possible for the brain to 
grow even in old age.

Called “brain plasticity,” such growth 
is the foundation of brain-fitness software 
research.

Dr. Marian C. Diamond at University 
of California at Berkeley found that rats 
that were given toys, social interaction and 
exercise wheels blazed their way through 
mazes, whereas deprived rats only made 
their way through by default, Bortz said. 
And the brains of the privileged rats were 
bigger, sprouting neural pathways “like a 

by Sue Dremann

Don Bagnall winds back his arm as he ‘bowls’ while playing Wii at the Menlo Park VA.

On the cover: A model of the brain, with all of its convolutions, is on display at the 
Alzheimer’s Association office in Mountain View. Photo by Dana Ullman
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It’s frustrating being out-smarted by a chimpanzee, but that’s 

what happens every day to hundreds of people playing the 

“Chimp game” at the Lumosity brain-fitness website.

Dr. Alvaro Fernandez, founder of Sharp-
Brains, a San Francisco market-research 
company, notes that the market for brain-
fitness software more than doubled in 
three years.

Brain
games

To ward off dementia, 
seniors and Boomers snap up 
‘brain fitness’ software — but 

not all are convinced

Bill Fisher is 
CEO of the 
Alzheimer’s 
Association 
of Northern 
California and 
Northern 
Nevada, in 
Mountain View.
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Dr. Joe Hardy, research and development director for PositScience, 
poses by a projection of the company’s InSight program, which 
helps users improve their visual processing — such as broadening 
peripheral vision.

Cover Story

D espite the talk about brain-
fitness games, a single soft-
ware program will not magi-

cally prevent the decline of the 
brain, experts say. The brain must 
be exercised in several key areas, 
including verbal, social, spatial, 
analytical, creatively and through 
problem solving, exercise and play, 
according to research.

That is precisely what local senior 
centers are attempting to offer their 
clients.

At Peninsula Volunteers Little 
House Roslyn G. Morris Activ-
ity Center in Menlo Park, the new 
technologies are reinforced with 
“real-time” activities. A pilot pro-
gram, “Googling for Brain Fit-
ness,” uses Internet brain-fitness 
software and Web-searching to 
stimulate each of the core brain 
centers. The classes work on 10 ar-
eas of brain activity, exposing par-
ticipants to brief bursts of stimula-
tion, such as one-minute Spanish 
or one-minute Chinese, instructor 
Margaret Melaney said.

On a recent Thursday morn-
ing, seniors worked digital jigsaw 
puzzles at jigzone.com, building up 
levels of complexity. The puzzles 
exercise the parietal lobes, parts 
of the brain that are responsible for 
spatial navigation and short-term 
memory. Another week, the group 
will play Rush Hour, a traffic-jam 
puzzle that involves problem solving 
and stimulating the frontal lobes, 
which control spontaneity, memory, 
language, initiation, judgment, im-
pulse control, and social and sexual 
behavior.

After the puzzles are solved, Mel-
aney gives participants a question to 
research, based on their individual 
interests.

Jean Fisher, who enjoys stained 
glass, was asked to find how many 
pieces of glass are in the stained-
glass window at Coventry Cathedral. 

The problem was complex, consid-
ering there are several stained-glass 
windows, she said.

Joan Wheelright, 83, a retired 
physician, searched websites for in-
formation about Iran, in advance of 
a trip she’s planned. History, shop-
ping ideas and customs — a whole 
world — opened up.

“I should do more of this when I 
go on trips. I usually go in blind,” 
she said.

Carol Ford, 74, took just 10 min-
utes to finish her “Happy New Year” 
puzzle, the words spelled out in col-
orful letters.

“It’s good for the mind. It makes 
you start looking at how things 
are put together,” she said, as she 
switched to a more complex puzzle 
with pieces shaped like splintered 
glass. Brain games help her get out 
of the quagmire of daily tasks and 
patterns, she said.

For some, the class also helps 
break old patterns of isolation.

Iceline Adams used to spend most 
of her time in the nearby computer 
lab playing solitaire. But the Goo-
gling class introduced her to pos-
sibilities, broadening her horizons 
she said.

Brain games are useful tools but 
they won’t do the job in a vacuum, 
Melaney said. Each week, partici-
pants have a homework assignment 
to do things outside of cyberspace 
that help fulfill the 10 aspects of 
brain exercise.

Melaney listed the categories on 
a whiteboard and asked participants 
to identify how their activities fit the 
categories.

Wheelright went to a play, which 
utilized social and creative parts of 
the brain; Irene Stern-Kohn went to 
the Apple store to learn how to use 
her laptop computer, stimulating 
social, creative and problem solv-
ing; Harold Black walked around 
San Juan Bautista chasing chickens 
and videotaping them, stimulating 
creativity, exercise and play; and 
Ford went to Tomales Bay to collect 
oysters “and figure out how to shuck 
them,” she said.

Melaney introduces a new ex-
perience into each session, such as 
teaching the group to shoot pool. 
It improves eye-hand coordination 
and analytical skills, plus exercises 
the social, playful and creative parts 
of the brain, she said.

But at least one of the new pool 
players wondered aloud if her new 
skill would be a negative influence 
on the group.

Her eyes twinkled mischievous-
ly.

“Are we going to turn into bad 
characters?” she said. 

— Sue Dremann

Exercising the mind
Senior center offers clients a range of activities 

to maintain a well-rounded brain
by Sue Dremann

shrub in springtime,” said Bortz, 
who has written about the brain 
for 30 years.

PositScience’s director of re-
search and development, Dr. Joe 
Hardy, said his company’s tech-
nologies are founded in research 
done in the 1980s by co-founder 
Dr. Michael Merzenich, who dis-
covered that the adult brain could 
change and improve. 

“For many years, neuroscien-
tists believed that developmental 
changes didn’t take place after 
the early 20s. But the brain is a 
learning machine, and the right 
kinds of exercises can stimulate 
growth,” he said.

The games were developed with 
input from researchers at Stanford 
University, University of Califor-
nia at San Francisco, the Mayo 
Clinic, Yale University and oth-
ers and are backed by controlled 
clinical trials, he said.

G ame developers point to on-
going research substantiat-
ing the benefits of exercis-

ing one’s brain.
People who use the software 

programs make improvements in 
the speed and accuracy of their 
cognitive abilities, said Elizabeth 
Race, a graduate student in the 
Stanford University neuroscienc-
es program and scientific advisor 
to Lumos Labs, the San Francisco 
creator of Lumosity. 

Some work is beginning with 
patients who have mild cognitive 
impairment that is pre-Alzheim-
er’s to see if early intervention can 
improve or slow their condition, 
she added.

UCLA scientists recently found 
that searching the Internet trig-
gers areas in the brain that con-
trol decision-making and complex 
reasoning in middle-aged and 
older adults, according to neuro-
scientist Dr. Gary Small, director 
of UCLA’s Memory and Aging 
Research Center and principal 
author of “Your Brain on Google: 
Patterns of Cerebral Activation 
during Internet Searching,” which 
appeared in the American Journal 
of Geriatric Psychiatry.

The 24 subjects were divided 
into two groups of similar age, sex 
and educational background and 
all were tested while searching 
the Web. Only their level of tech-

nological experience differed.
Members of the group who 

regularly search the Internet had 
more than twice the brain activity 
than those who were not habitual 
online surfers, as determined 
by magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) tests, Small said.

The brains of tech-savvy group 
members also showed signifi-
cantly more activity in areas of 
the brain that control language, 
reading, memory and vision when 
participants read books.

Their brains also showed stimu-
lation in areas that the non-Inter-
net users did not: decision-making 
and complex reasoning. And those 
with Web experience registered a 
two-fold increase in brain activ-
ity compared to those with little 
Internet experience, Small said. 

The effects of cognitive training 
can also last for years, according 
to a study published in The Jour-
nal of the American Medical As-
sociation (JAMA) in 2006. “Rea-
soning” training resulted in less 
mental decline in daily living ac-
tivities that would have resulted in 
loss of independent living, such as 
personal hygiene, housekeeping 
and driving skills. The benefits 
had lasted for at least five years, 
according to the report.

The National Academy of Sci-
ences Transportation Research 
Board recently reported that 
seniors who used cognitive vi-
sual training were 51 percent less 
likely to cause an accident, Hardy 
said.

“As you get older the focus of 
attention gets tunneled and you 
focus on the center of vision. Si-
multaneously, the perception of 
peripheral vision is reduced, so 
you miss cars coming up along-
side you,” Hardy said.

InSight, a PositScience product 
that trains the visual field, helps 
older drivers by broadening their 
visual field and adds driving chal-
lenges, such as more clutter and 
distracting elements, he said.

Allstate Insurance Company 
began a pilot program last Octo-
ber to test if playing InSight would 
improve safety among drivers 50 
years old and older. If the study 
shows that the games can improve 
driving, the insurance company Teacher Margaret Melaney shows one of her students, Helen, how to 

hold a pool cue — one of the new activities and skills encouraged in the 
‘Googling for Brain Fitness’ class at Little House.

Margaret Melaney, left, shows Jean Lee how to narrow her Internet 
search while teaching ‘Googling for Brain Fitness’ at Little House in 
Menlo Park.
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plans to offer discounts to mature drivers who pass the 
online tests. The Pennsylvania pilot would be expanded 
to other states next year, he said.

“The PositScience software has been shown in more 
than a dozen National Institutes of Health-funded stud-
ies to improve visual-processing skills known to be 
important for safe driving. The technology has been 
shown to reduce dangerous driving maneuvers by up to 
40 percent and improve stopping distance by an average 
of 22 feet when traveling at 55 miles per hour. ... All-
state believes this innovative program has the potential 
to improve what could be the most important piece of 
auto safety equipment — the mind of the driver,” the 
company said in a press release.

B ut not everyone is convinced of the efficacy of 
brain-fitness software.

The science is still thin, according to Fisher of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, and for the time being, he 
isn’t investing in brain-fitness technology.

Although the software tools won’t hurt, more im-
portantly, life-
style, exercise, 
and social in-
teraction and 
“engagement ” 
have proven key 
to brain health 
in the last eight 
years of studies, 
he said.

Persons with 
higher academic 
learning or who 
continue to learn 
throughout life 
have a later and lesser onset of Alzheimer’s, he said, cit-
ing a well-publicized study that tracked nuns from the 
time they joined the order at age 18.

“One thing stood out: At 18 when they wrote their 
(admission) essay, those who had a sentence structure 
that was more complex at 18 had later onset of the dis-
ease,” he said.

And he stressed the importance of cardiovascular fit-
ness. “What is good for the heart is good for the brain,” 
he said.

“Is Google making us stupid?” author Nicholas Carr 
asked in an article of the same name in the July/Au-
gust 2008 issue of The Atlantic, an online magazine. 
He noticed a shortening of attention span due to habitual 

Internet use. 
“I’m not thinking the way I used to think. I can feel it 

most strongly when I’m reading. ... Now my concentra-
tion often starts to drift after two or three pages.

“My mind now expects to take in information the way 
the Net distributes it: in a swiftly moving stream of parti-
cles. Once I was a scuba diver in the sea of words. Now I 
zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet Ski,” he wrote.

And that anecdote seems to have some scientific bear-
ing, he pointed out.

A recently published five-year study of online research 
habits suggests that people using online sites exhibited “a 
form of skimming activity.” Subjects read no more than 
one or two pages of an article or book before they would 
go to another site, and it wasn’t clear if they ever went back 
to read the entire article again, even after downloading it, 
according to scholars at University College London.

Bortz, author of “Dare to Be Fit” and “Dare to Be 
100,” warned that cognitive intellectual exercise doesn’t 
address the whole self, and sensory activities, such as 
listening to a symphony, may also prove important to 
memory.

And geriatric scientists at Stanford place a high value 
on adaptability, he said.

“Life is always full of twists and turns. ... To be 100, 
you have to be plastic,” he said. 

Staff Writer 
Sue Dremann 
can be e-mailed 
at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Rishoo Pyagi, center, helps John Roake learn how to bowl using Wii, while fellow veterans David Lane, left, 
and Art Green wait their turn at the Menlo Park VA.

Susan Walker runs SmartSilvers 
Alliance, an educational network to 
advance technologies for seniors.

Harold Black, president of the Computer Club at Little 
House, works on a puzzle on his computer while 
attending a ‘Googling for Brain Fitness’ class.

Brain games
(continued from page 15)

Do you plan to use technology to help 
maintain your brain’s abilities?

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Avenidas and Nancy Goldcamp, Coldwell Banker 
present the 2nd Annual Housing Conference

Your Home & 
 Your Lifestyle

Saturday, February 28, 2009
8:30 am - 3:15 pm

The future for local Baby Boomers · Manage 
your resources to better afford your home · 

Active living in California and beyond · Local 
continuing care retirement communities · 

Redesigning your home to age-in-place · Local 
assisted living residences · Less stress home selling

For info or to register, 
call (650) 289-5445 or 
visit www.avenidas.org
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There WILL be 
CHAMPAGNE!

for purchase

Valentine’s Day at MacArthur Park Restaurant

Go on...take credit for a great idea!

Special a la carte &
4 course pre fixe  
at $48 per person

27 University Avenue ■ Palo Alto ■ (650) 321-9990
www.macarthurparkpaloalto.com

Call for more  
information and 

reservations
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Story

B aby Boomers want technology, not knitting in 
their golden years, according to Susan Ayers 
Walker, head of SmartSilvers Alliance in Menlo 

Park, a consulting firm focusing on new products for 
aging-in-place Boomers.

“We are the first generation that grew up with tech-
nology,” said Walker, a self-described card-carrying 
AARP member and technologist. “As a leading-edge 
Boomer, I realized that we age every day. Some day I’m 
going to need assistance as I decline and we’re lacking 
in nurses and caregivers. We’re the ‘pig in a python.’”

New technologies won’t be approached with appre-
hension by the Boomer generation, who number 77 mil-
lion in the United States and 450 million worldwide, 
according to Forbes magazine. This is the generation 
who grew up watching The Jetsons and have lived to 
see its futuristic renderings become commonplace real-
ity: flat-screen televisions, robotic room cleaners and 
face-to-face video phones, she said.

“Those things stimulated my mind and showed me 
the potential of technology,” she said.

Walker, a former electrical engineer and one of the 
first women to design semiconductors, said she wants to 
get Silicon Valley engaged in product development that 
goes beyond the 12-to-26-year-olds market.

As the effects of aging begin to take root in the popu-
lation, aging Boomers will clamor for technologies such 
as Starry Night Sleep Technology to alleviate insom-
nia; ambient-noise-reduction devices for the hearing 
impaired; and stress-reduction devices, which Walker 
called in an article “Today’s New Mood Ring.”

“We’re a big group, and we have a lot of money. ... We 
have $2 trillion in annual income and 70 percent of U.S. 
financial assets and half of all discretionary spending ... 
and we’re not technologically handicapped.

“There is no way, no where, no how that I will ever 
give up my cell phone and e-mail to sit on a porch and 
knit. It’s not in our vocabulary. I’m going to take my 
technology to the grave,” she said.

Brain-fitness products and programs such as Wii Fit 
are having ancillary uses beyond entertainment. Boom-
ers, who killed their knees running, can get fit on the 
carpet, Walker said.

“It’s the first time I’ve seen anything on the market 
that I can use myself, and it’s fun to use,” Walker, who 
has osteoporosis and uses Wii to improve balance to 
avoid falling, said. Yoga exercises feature a circle on the 
screen that shows Walker when she is in balance, and 
she can ski jump in front of the television or return to 
her childhood love of Hula Hoops, she said.

Approximately one-third of Palo Alto’s population 
are Boomers, born between 1946 and 1964, according 
to the City of Palo Alto.

Woe to any senior-retirement community or senior 
center that does not have the new technologies avail-
able, Walker said. Boomers will demand them, and 
they won’t go anywhere where the technologies aren’t 
provided, she said.

Avenidas Senior Center in Palo Alto has purchased 
PositScience products to install on the center’s comput-

ers and hosted a Wii demonstration for its Parkinson’s 
disease group, according to Judith Webb, manager of 
Lifelong Learning and Leisure.

Avenidas will host two workshops entitled “Maintain 
Your Brain,” to discuss the latest scientific research in 
February. And the Palo Alto Library will host a se-
ries of brain-fitness lunchtime lectures in May, entitled 
“Feed Your Head: Nourish Your Boomer Brain at the 
Library.” The series is funded by a $14,000 federal Li-

brary Services and Technology Act grant.
But it isn’t only Boomers who are getting hooked on 

the new technology once they’ve tried it.
The VA Palo Alto Health Care System uses cogni-

tive brain-fitness tools such as Big Brain Academy to 
help polytrauma and brain-injury patients improve 
reflexes and cognitive skills, according to Miriam 
Valle, a recreational therapist at the Livermore cam-
pus. Residents can throw virtual darts, or bowl, golf 
or play tennis using Wii, improving upper-body flex-
ibility and strength and improving eye-hand coordi-
nation, she said.

At the Menlo Park VA nursing home facility, senior 
vets in wheelchairs lined up for a chance to bowl us-
ing Wii.

“My turn,” Don Bagnall, a Navy veteran said, maneu-
vering his chair in front of the big-screen television. He 
pushed down on the button of the Wii wand, which di-
rects the virtual ball. Swinging his arm back, a cartoon 
person representing him positioned its arm simultane-
ously. Bagnall swung up rapidly and released the but-
ton, and the ball dropped onto the lane, rolling toward 
the pins. The men watched the screen intensely.

“Strike! Strike! Strike! Strike! Strike!” Bagnall 
yelled, raising his arms in victory as the pins clat-
tered.

Ed Gorski, an Air Force veteran and former semi-
professional bowler, looked on appreciatively. He was 
the top point-getter in the Wii bowling alley.

“It’s almost exactly like bowling in a bowling alley. ... 
I’d like to have one of these in my room,” he said. 

— Sue Dremann

This ‘jitterbug’ phone simplifies usage with fewer op-
tions and special tracking. The phone also features a 
ring tone for the rotary generation.

Products such as this magnifier were designed to 
improve the aging mind and body.

Growing old with gadgets 
For technology-savvy Boomers, retirement  
will be filled with bits and bytes, not bridge

Look for the Super Coupon 
section in your Sunday Paper.

Remember, 
Valentine’s Day 

is Saturday, 
February 14th

Save Big! 
NO

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306

January 30, 2008

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL MULTI-USE FIELD

The Palo Alto Unified School District is inviting qualification infor-
mation from highly qualified and experienced Contractors to pro-
vide General Construction Services to the District for the new con-
struction of the Palo Alto High School Baseball/Softball Multi-Use 
Field.

Interested firms are invited to submit their Qualifications as de-
scribed below, with one (1) original and five (5) copies of requested 
materials to:

 Palo Alto Unified School District
 Facilities Department
 25 Churchill Avenue, Building “D”
 Palo Alto, CA 94306
 Attn:  Constance Conroy

Questions regarding this request for qualifications (“RFQ”) may be 
directed to Constance Conroy at cconroy@pausd.org  

ALL RESPONSES TO THIS RFQ MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
2:30 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009.

This is not a request for bids or an offer by the District to contract 
with any party responding to this RFQ.  The District reserves the 
right to reject any and all Proposals.  All materials submitted to the 
District in response to this RFQ shall remain property of the District 
and may be considered a part of public record

D
an

a 
U

llm
an

D
an

a 
U

llm
an

 Page 17



by Rebecca Wallace

M any an artist rhapsodizes 
about quitting a gruel-
ing day job that gets in 

the way of creativity. Work has  
Julieanne Kost on the road 200 days 
a year, but she isn’t one of those 
people.

In fact, it was business travel that 
brought artistic inspiration to her — 
all she had to do was look out the 
window.

Over the past few years, Kost has 
flown far and wide for Adobe as a 
“digital imaging evangelist,” city-
hopping to educate people about 
Photoshop. Enroute, she’s amassed 
a vivid portfolio of aerial photog-
raphy. From thousands of miles 
up, landscapes become abstract. 
Emerald fields could be tins of eye 
shadow or geometric studies drawn 
with a ruler. Mountain ranges are as 
detailed as microscopic images.

Several of Kost’s photos are now 
on exhibit at Palo Alto’s Modern-
book Gallery. They’re well paired 
with photography by Richard Stultz, 
another artist who seems to easily 
mingle creativity and career.

Stultz had long been interested in 
photography but put it on the back 
burner in favor of earning a Stanford 
MBA and going into commercial 
real estate. He ultimately became 
director of marketing at a real estate 

firm, where he hired photographers but wasn’t al-
ways happy with their work.

So Stultz went into business on his own as an 
architectural photographer. Along the way, he also 
discovered his personal artistic eye, creating a vision 
that dovetails neatly with his career. 

“Urban Constructs,” his project at Modernbook, 
seeks out the remarkable in an industrialized world. 
Stultz finds sharp angles and surprising curves in 
structures: shopping centers, office centers, train 
platforms. Unsurprisingly, he was once an engineer-
ing major. Like Kost’s work, Stultz’s photos turn 
landscapes into colorful abstract spaces ripe for 
imagination.

“It’s funny, but I didn’t think of them as being ar-

chitectural. These photos wouldn’t be of interest to 
my clients,” the Palo Alto resident said.

Bryan Yedinak, who owns the gallery with Mark 
Pinsukanjana, sees a nice harmony between the two 
photographers.

“She’s shooting from the air and he’s shooting from 
the ground,” he said, “but they go together. They’re 
both design-oriented.”

On a recent afternoon, Stultz stood in the gallery, 
eyeing his work “Concert Hall-Los Angeles.” It’s a 
photo of Walt Disney Concert Hall, a Frank Gehry 
building with a curvy steel exterior. He found the 
concert hall, reflecting sun and shadows, turning 
daylight into a range of tones that seemed in motion, 
irresistible.

CAREER AND ART COEXIST FOR PHOTOSHOP  
GURU AND ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHER

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

Richard Stultz took one shot to capture the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles: this one.
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Above: Stultz in Palo Alto’s Modernbook Gallery with his photos 
“Escalator-Los Angeles” and “Lobby-Los Angeles.” Right: Ju-
lieanne Kost’s aerial photos exhibited at Modernbook include the 
vivid “Denver to San Jose, 2003.”
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“There it was, and the light was just perfect. I 
couldn’t stop myself,” he said. He took one shot, and 
that was it.

The subject is unusual for Stultz, who is typically 
drawn to more prosaic places because of the challenge 
of finding a good shot there. He pointed to “Shopping 
Center-Indian Wells” as an example. The subject is a 
humble back door, but the photo features L angles that 
contribute symmetry and interest.

There are few faces in Stultz’s work. Still, U.C. 
Santa Cruz art professor Norman Locks finds a link 
to society.

“I can’t help thinking of these documents as so-
cial paintings, delicately drawn structures and space, 
poignant absence, so many inaccessible doors and 
windows, each a story to imagine,” he wrote in the 
introduction to the “Urban Constructs” book.

Stultz often exhibits locally and has been a frequent 
winner in the Weekly’s annual photo contest. But he 
seems to find similar rewards in his job shooting ar-
chitectural photos. “It can be a challenge to make a 
building look good,” he said. “It’s satisfying.”

Kost seems to find her day job just as enriching. 
During an interview, she spoke fervently about Photo-
shop and about how much she enjoys training a range 
of people — including law enforcement and medical 
personnel — to use the tool.

“Window Seat,” a book of Kost’s aerial photogra-
phy, includes a chapter of Photoshop tips and glimps-
es of how she alters her images. Somehow with her 
hectic travel schedule, she also found time to write 
several enthusiastic essays about creativity and her 
artistic path.

“I don’t have a very balanced life,” she said with 
a laugh. “But it’s a good thing. It never seems like a 
burden.”

The airplane itself, though, is sometimes an alba-
tross. Kost admits she’s afraid of flying, even after all 
her miles. It didn’t help that her engineer father told 
her about all the ways metal can fail.

“Shooting pictures out the window allowed me to 
view the scenery in a different context: not as the 
earth some 30,000 feet below, but as an immense, 
constantly scrolling image,” Kost wrote in her book. 
“As long as I could see the world as an image through 
an eyepiece rather than as a harsh, physical reality, the 
threat was less real.”

And she discovered wonderful things. In “Vancou-
ver to Victoria, 2005,” gauzy green and blue waters 
overlap each other like veils. An arc of moon hovers 
in an inky sky in “Frankfurt to San Francisco, 2001.” 
In “San Jose to Los Angeles, 2004,” a body of water 
looks like a white horse.

Although Kost often flies the same routes, no two 
trips are ever the same. There are different weather 
conditions, angles and flight paths.

“I’m quite amazed at how routes change,” Kost 
said, adding wistfully, “I’ve never been so close to 
that ‘horse’ again.”

Kost has found aerial photography more limited 
since 9/11. Flight attendants often ask her to turn off 
her camera, and all her electronic equipment doesn’t 
exactly make going through security a breeze.

Still, she keeps photographing regularly on planes 
with a 35-mm SLR camera, and encourages others to 
try it. Some tips she gives are: Put your lens very close 
to the window to avoid capturing the reflection, and 
turn off your autofocus so you can manually focus on 
the background outside (and not automatically zero in 
on the dirty window).

And if you can find a way to integrate your career 
and your creativity, so much the better, Kost writes. 
“I like to think that the line between the two is drawn 
with water-based marker on wet tissue paper, my two 
lives blended delicately together.” 

What: An exhibit of photography by Julieanne 
Kost and Richard Stultz, with a reception set 
for tonight, Feb. 6, from 7 to 10 p.m.
Where: Modernbook Gallery, 494 University 
Ave., Palo Alto
When: Through March 1, Monday through 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday 
through Sunday from 11 to 9.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to www.modernbook.com or call 650-
327-6325.

There’s plenty more arts coverage from the 
Weekly online. To read more about local artists 
and watch videos, go to arts editor Rebecca Wal-
lace’s blog, Ad Libs, at  blog.paloaltoonline.com/
adlibs/.

Another of Richard Stultz’s views of Los Angeles 
takes in the angles and empty spaces of a commer-
cial building.

While flying to and from Southern California, Julieanne Kost often sees this body of water that looks like 
a horse. One day in 2004 the plane got extra-close, and she captured this photo.
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Arts & Entertainment

W hen Tom Gough says, “I’m 
the only high-C soprano in 
the First Baptist choir,” you 

believe him.
Gough has the character of Bertha 

Bumiller down. He struts around in a 
bubble-gum-pink outfit, offering up 
hash browns and making a call on a 
rotary phone, one hip bump for every 
dialed digit. He reprimands imagi-
nary dogs so vividly that you can 
hear the whines, and turns soft and 
sad to bemoan a wayward husband. 
He’s so good you forget he’s a male 
actor playing a woman.

This type of total immersion is 
what’s needed for the down-home 
play “Greater Tuna,” and the current 
production at Palo Alto’s Dragon 
Theatre has it in spades.

Both Gough and Daniel Mitchell, 
the other half of the two-man cast, 
transform themselves 10 times over 
to play the residents of the tiny town 
of Tuna, Texas. After starting off as 
OKKK radio deejays, they branch 
out to demonstrate an impressive 
range of voices, tics, mannerisms 
and movements in characters male, 
female and canine.

Mitchell, for instance, plays all 
three Bumiller kids: dog-crazed 
Little Jody, swaggering Stanley, and 
cheerleader wannabe Charlene. Oth-
er characters include Sheriff Givens 
(Gough), who scratches his privates 
with his pistol; double-fisted smoker 
Didi Snavely (Mitchell), who sells 
used weapons; and creepy Klansman 
Elmer Watkins (Gough).

Written by Jaston Williams, Joe 
Sears and Ed Howard, “Greater 
Tuna” started out as a party skit. It 
evolved into a play that both affec-
tionately joshed rural Texans and 
skewered them. By 1985, the play 
was hotter in American theaters than 
a Laredo parking lot. Two spin-offs 
followed.

“Greater Tuna” is an odd choice for 
Dragon Productions, which prides it-
self on presenting quirky little plays 
that rarely get staged. But “Tuna” 
and Dragon’s intimate 42-seat house 
prove to be an excellent match.

As usual, scenic designer Ron 
Gasparinetti makes deft use of the 
space, with a Lone Star flag back-
drop and a hanging “ON THE AIR” 
sign. A wooden table gets flipped 
around easily by the actors for seam-
less scene changes. In one especially 
nice moment, a large radio rotates to 
become a velvet-curtained podium 
for The Reverend Spikes (Gough) to 
preach behind.

The small theater also gives the 
audience a close look at every char-
acter metamorphosis the actors go 
through. Kudos to the backstage 
dressers, Beth Boulay and Brittany 
Pirucki, who are undoubtedly run-
ning around like chickens with their 
heads cut off.

Director Meredith Hagedorn keeps 
the pace zippy, although some of 
the script is a bit long-winded. The 
theater can also get uncomfortably 
warm when there’s a full house, 
which can cause the laughs to flag. 
Wear layers.

But overall, this production makes 
for an entertaining evening and a 
chance to watch two talented actors 
not only strutting their stuff but also 
seemingly having a blast together.

The younger Mitchell and the more 
seasoned Gough have an amicable 
big brother-little brother dynamic 
that works well. In fact, Mitchell is 
a student of Gough’s at Foothill Col-
lege, where Gough chairs the theater 
arts department.

Mitchell has a flair for voices, cre-
ating characters full of audible nu-
ances. If he sometimes mugs overly, 
it can be chalked up to youthful exu-
berance. He also gets to show some 
acting chops in his strongest charac-
ter, Stanley Bumiller, who acts like a 
criminal but may not have the heart 
of one.

Gough is simply a joy to watch 
as he bounds from role to role. He’s 
also a founding member of the im-
prov group ComedySportz-San Jose, 
which means he’s practiced in mak-
ing character quick-changes, and it 
shows. 

THEATER REVIEW

Quick-change comedy
Actors in Dragon’s hilarious ‘Greater Tuna’ transform 

themselves into a host of roles
by Rebecca Wallace

What: “Greater Tuna,” a play 
by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears 
and Ed Howard, presented by 
Dragon Productions
Where: Dragon Theatre, 535 
Alma St., Palo Alto
When: Through March 1, 
Thursday through Sunday at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2.
Cost: Tickets are $20 general 
and $16 for students and se-
niors.
Info: Go to www.dragonpro-
ductions.net or call 650-493-
2006. For tickets, call 800-838-
3006.

Daniel Mitchell, left, and Tom Gough play 10 characters each in 
“Greater Tuna.”

performing arts season

For more information please visit:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Stanford Continuing Studies, Stanford Historical Society, the Hoover Institution,
the Stanford School of Medicine, and the Office of Public Affairs

Present

S t a n f o r d  P i o n e e r s  i n  S c i e n c e
Please join us this Winter as we continue the inaugural
year of the Stanford Pioneers in Science celebrating the

lives and contributions of Stanford faculty members who
have been awarded Nobel Prizes, National Medals of
Science or Technology, and MacArthur Fellowships.

Wednesday,  Februar y 11
7:30 pm

Cubberley Auditorium, School of Education
FREE and open to the public

This quarter's second honoree will be with Daphne Koller, Stanford Professor of Computer
Science, winner of the 2004 MacArthur Fellowship for her creativity in the area of artificial
intelligence. Her research on Bayesian methods, a once obscure branch of probability
theory, has been called by Technology Review "one of the 10 emerging technologies that
will change your world" because of the potential it offers for machines to understand the
world and make accurate predictions using incomplete knowledge.

Koller's scientific creativity and achievements will be presented by her colleague, Sebastian
Thrun, Stanford Professor of Computer Science, best known for leading two student teams
to first and second places in the DARPA $2 million Grand Challenge robot races in 2005
and 2007 respectively.

Daphne Koller 
Extraordinary Advancements in the Next Generation

of Computer Technology
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Eating Out

S cholars of the Japanese 
noodle keep up-to-the-
moment track of South Bay 

restaurants’ homemade ramen, 
udon and soba noodles. Their 
shapes and stickiness, the broths 
they accompany. But even if your 
noodle knowledge is limited to 
spaghetti, don’t worry. Maruichi 
Japanese Noodle House in down-
town Mountain View provides a 
nourishing introduction.

What is ramen, anyway? Not the 
microwave-prepped instant soups 
or the tangled bricks that become 
edible when dropped into boiling 
water (like live seafood, only ex-
tremely dead). When made daily, 
as at Maruichi, ramen noodles are 
light and elegant, and pick up the 
flavors of their surrounding soup. 

You can spot the flour-dusted 
noodle machine in the front win-
dow. If the homey little restaurant 
is crowded, write your name on 
the clipboard list. It won’t be a 
long wait. Noodle dining is very 
speedy.

Maruichi (the name means One 
Circle) seats 55 people in booths 
and at a low, egg-shaped counter 
in the middle. 

The restaurant makes two styles 
of ramen noodles, wheat flour 
and egg, and four very different 
flavors of soup. My favorite, kuro 
ramen, is a rich, nutty, somewhat 
intimidating browned garlic stew, 
stocked with half a roasted egg, 
thin slices of roasted pork, nori 
(sheets of dried seaweed) and 

green onions. Opinions differ on 
the roasted egg, but mine was 
creamy as custard. Bean sprouts 
mingle with the noodles and pro-
vide crunch.

That version ($7.45) would be 
filling, but for the full experience, 
and certain leftovers, go for the 
Maruichi Ramen Special ($10.45). 
Here you get the ethereal kakuni, 
stewed pork belly, with slithery 
wheat flour noodles. Kakuni may 
appall some diners. It looks like 
what it is. But while fat may be 
kakuni’s problem area, lean is the 
roast pork’s. It’s bland and dry, 
like a supermarket lunchmeat. 
Mentaiko — cod roe seasoned 
with red pepper — add a kick. 

Aka ramen spicy miso ($8.45) 
is a proven cold cure. Other fresh 
ramen choices are mild miso soup, 
hearty tonkatsu (pork and chick-
en), and shoyu ($7.45). 

Should a one-pot meal wear 
out its welcome, try one of three 
Combo Specials or a steaming 
plate of edamame, salted green 
soybeans ($1.95) that are great 
with beer. Another appetizer, dry 
chunks of boneless fried chicken 
($5.45), cried out for squeezes of 
fresh lemon. 

Combo C ($11.15) includes ra-
men and a bowl of rice with your 
choice of eel, white tuna or fatty 
tuna with green onions. These 
donburi dishes also are avail-
able as side shows ($4.95). Other 
combinations include pot stickers 
and California rolls, neither of 

which is worth the bother. Stick to 
your noodles. 

Each table is set with tingly, 
chili-peppered Napa cabbage kim-
chi, dried garlic chips and other 
condiments to personalize your 
soup. Only the napkins are flimsy. 
This style of eating, or slurping, 
demands a hardier napkin.

Maruichi also has hot and cold 
dishes with thick, chewy udon 
noodles and thin, nutty buck-
wheat soba, but they aren’t made 
in-house. Both the hot soba ($7.45) 
and nabeyaki udon ($9.45) include 
tempura shrimp, which immedi-
ately get soggy. With the latter, 
though, meaty shiitake mush-
rooms take up the slack. 

Besides the napkin issue, just 
know that Maruichi charges 60 
cents for a cup of tea. Also know 
that children are more than wel-
come, with a $5.45 ramen meal 
ending in ice cream. 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Maruichi
368 Castro St., Mountain 
View 650-564-9931
Also at 530 Barber Lane in 
Milpitas; 408-434-5991

Hours: Weekdays: Lunch 
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; dinner 
5-9 p.m. Sat. 11:30 a.m.-
9:30 p.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9 
p.m. 

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Beer & Wine

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair  
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor  
seating

Noise level: 
Fine

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 
Very good

M
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Ramen holiday
Castro Street’s Maruichi specializes in hot noodle soup

By Sheila Himmel

Kuro ramen features a broth made of browned garlic, pork and chicken. Playing starring roles in the 
broth are: egg, pork, seaweed, green onions and house-made ramen noodles.

Szechwan & Hunan Gourmet

Call for special banquet and 
catering menu

PEPPING CABINET REFINISHING
DON’T REPLACE... REFINISH

YOUR KITCHEN CABINETS LIKE NEW
For a fraction of the cost of refacing or replacing!

IRENE (ERAYNA) PEPPING 650-868-3772
Free estimate, CSL #728490

Loving Hut
ORGANIC VEGAN CAFE

Office Catering  |  Lunch & Dinner |  Tapioca Tea    

165 University Ave. Palo Alto, CA 94301
650.321.5588    

www.lovinghut.us

be veg... go green
save the planet

www.SupremeMasterTV.com

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

UP TO 200 VEHICLES ALL VEHICLES SMOGGED

650-938-3272 
N.A.S. Public Auto Auction

Saturday, February 14th

Preview: 

BRING AD 
FOR FREE 
CATALOG
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

BURMESE

Green Elephant Gourmet

(650) 494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696

1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in 

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jade Palace (650) 321-9388

151 S. California Ave, E101

(in Palo Alto Central)

Open 7 days a week

Jing Jing 328-6885

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 856-3338

2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong—Menlo Park

Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

Uzumaki Sushi 322-2828

451 California Ave, Palo Alto

Japanese Restaurant

Sushi Bar

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

PIZZA

Pizza My Heart 327-9400

220 University Ave., Palo Alto

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic's 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$6.95 - $10.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant  323-7700

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

2006 Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

Indochine  853-1238

Thai & Vietnamese Cuisine

www.indochinethai.com

2710 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto

Midtown Shopping Center

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Search a complete

 listing of  local

restaurant

reviews by location

 or type  of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

of the week
Restaurant

Fresh Fish Market 
and Restaurant

Restaurant & Market
Since 1928

Dinners from 
$6.95 - $10.95

650-325-0604
650-322-2231

751 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park

www.cooksseafood.com
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

Coraline 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Writ-

er-director Henry Selick’s delight-
fully imaginative toon delves into 
another dreamscape. His dark 
vision conjures a look similar to 
“The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas” but falls squarely on spunky 
Coraline Jones. Bright blue hair. 
Yellow swampers. Plenty of atti-
tude. She’s cute as a button — and 
if the little girl isn’t careful, her 
eyes will be stitched up with two 
of them.

When a threaded needle heads 
straight to your 3-D glasses, you’ll 
gasp and giggle and try to protect 
your peepers, too.

But the 3-D process isn’t just 
a gimmick. Selick’s stop-motion 
world is a swirl of eye-popping 
colors, detailed decor and sweep-
ing camerawork, all rendered in 
depth. The few objects reaching 
towards you simply add to the 
fun.

The animated adaptation of 
Neil Gaiman’s 2002 horror novel 
is a creepy cautionary tale. Elev-
en-year-old Coraline (voiced by 
Dakota Fanning) has workaholic 
parents who write garden cata-
logues. The trio has just moved 
into a Gothic old house. Coraline 
is bored, and her parents (voiced 
by Teri Hatcher and John Hodg-
man) shoo her away. She finds a 
small door that leads to an alter-
nate version of her home. 

Instead of peeling paint and 
boxed belongings, there are invit-
ingly decorated rooms. Her atten-
tive Other Mother is a cheerful 
domestic goddess. But something 
seems slightly off. For one thing, 
her other parents have shiny black 
buttons for eyes. Coraline can see 
things their way and live with them 
forever, as soon as mother dearest 
buttons up her baby blues.

Be careful what you wish for.
An eccentric cast of supporting 

characters board in the Pink Pal-
ace Apartments: a stray cat that 
lends a helping paw (Keith Da-
vid), “psycho-nerd” Wybie (Rob-

ert Bailey Jr.), acrobat Amazing 
Bobinsky (Ian McShane) and his 
circus rodents, and the once abso-
lutely fabulous Miss Spink (Jen-
nifer Saunders) and Miss Forc-
ible (Dawn French). Sometimes 
Selick’s narrative gets sidetracked 
by this friendly freak show. The 
little white mice prance about in 
Busby Berkeley-like kaleidoscope 
patterns. The odd-couple former 
showgirls stuff their dearly depart-
ed dogs and dress them in hand-
crafted angel wings for display on 
their shelves.

A visual wonderland, “Cora-
line” is a remarkable technical 
achievement of puppetry and ball-
and-socket armature, with every 
movement photographed frame-
by-frame. The outdoor garden 
of unearthly delights tickles the 
imagination with its snapdragons, 
hummingbirds and eerie pump-
kins. When Wybie wears a weird 
mask that looks like a three-lens 
turret movie camera, he reminds 
us that this animated marvel was 
created the old-school way — no 
computer graphics.   

“Coraline” doesn’t serve up 
sweet dreams for small children. 
Beware. And enjoy. 

Rated: PG for thematic ele-
ments, scary images, some lan-
guage and suggestive humor. 1 
hour, 40 minutes.  

 — Susan Tavernetti

He’s Just Not That Into 
You 1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) Is he 
into you or not? That’s the peren-
nial question nagging this pithy 
romantic comedy that keeps its 
troubles airy and close to the sur-
face.

A cast of familiar faces pepper 
the action, each with his or her 
own cross to bear in the dating 
game. Beth (Jennifer Aniston) is a 
long-suffering live-in who wants a 
ring, but isn’t getting it, from de-
pendable Neil (Ben Affleck), who 

doesn’t believe in that particular 
kind of “I do.”

Neil pals around with Ben 
(Bradley Cooper) who’s making 
a play for ingenue singer Anna 
(Scarlett Johansson) while also 
remodeling a duplex with college 
sweetheart-cum-spouse Janine 
(Jennifer Connelly).

The saga’s crux is the quixotic 
life and times of Gigi (Ginnifer 
Goodwin), a hopeless idealist 
who starts taking tips from play-
boy bar owner Alex (Justin Long 
— far more than a Mac pitchman) 
once his buddy Conor (cute-as-a-
button Kevin Connolly) turns a 
blind eye. 

The girls offer all kinds of ex-
cuses for the calls that never come 
(“He’s afraid of your emotional 
maturity,” “He lost your number”) 
while the guys cut to the chase — 
if he doesn’t call back, he’s just not 
that into you.

The romantic roundelay winds 
a wiggly path to its inevitable 
non-conclusion, peppered with 
amusing tenets of the dating game 
and humor both stale and smart. 
A string of newcomers offer dos 
and don’ts for how to play it: know 
if you’re being dumped, surefire 
signs that there’s no future, and 
the like. Add to that the lingering 
lament of juggling contemporary 
technology (Text his phone? Mes-
sage him on Facebook or MyS-
pace his BlackBerry?) and you’ve 
got yourself a thoroughly modern 
mix.

Based on the best-selling rela-
tionship book of the same name, 
“Just Not Into You” tangles its 
large cast of characters and sto-
rylines into virtual knots, then 
tries to unravel them with advice 
swapping and a kind of misery-
loves-company pleasure. An if-
beautiful-people-aren’t-working-
it-no-wonder-I’m-suffering-too 
kind of vibe.

With more six degrees of sepa-
ration than ensemble, there are 
nonetheless some shining stars. 
Goodwin is a keeper, a surprising 
spark amidst the bountiful bevy of 
A-listers. She carries the film on 
her slight shoulders with vivacious 
charm and a never-say-die essence 
that’s infectious from start to fin-
ish. Her pitch is sassy (“I’m on 
the precipice of staging a casual 
drive-by”) and she so believes in 
love that you’re hard-pressed not 
to believe along with her.

Rated: PG-13 for language and 
sexual situations. 2 hours, 7 min-
utes.

 — Jeanne Aufmuth

OPENINGS

To view the trailer for “Coraline” 
and “He’s Just Not that Into 
You,” go to Palo Alto Online at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURES AND COLUMBIA PICTURES PRESENT A ROBERT SIMONDS PRODUCTION
STEVE MARTIN JEAN RENO“THE PINK PANTHER 2” ALFRED MOLINA EMILY MORTIMER AISHWARYA RAI BACHCHAN

AND ANDY GARCIA WITH LILY TOMLIN AND JOHN CLEESE MUSIC
BY CHRISTOPHE BECK EXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS IRA SHUMAN SHAWN LEVY
BASED ON CHARACTERS

CREATED BY MAURICE RICHLIN & BLAKE EDWARDS STORY
BY SCOTT NEUSTADTER  &  MICHAEL H. WEBERBASED ON THE

PINK PANTHER FILMS OF BLAKE EDWARDS
SCREENPLAY

BY SCOTT NEUSTADTER & MICHAEL H. WEBER AND STEVE MARTIN PRODUCED
BY ROBERT SIMONDS DIRECTED

BY HARALD ZWART

NOW PLAYING
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

“‘UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS’
”IS THE BEST OF THE SERIES!”

SHOCKTILLYOUDROP.COM

“Coraline” is creepy — it’s an adaptation of a Neil Gaiman horror 
novel — and yet delightfully imaginative.
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Movies

A Streetcar Named Desire Century 16: Fri. at 11:55 p.m.  
(PG) (Not Reviewed)

Bedtime Stories (PG) Century 20: 5:20 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 12:05 
(Not Reviewed) & 2:50 p.m. 

Bride Wars (PG)  Century 20: 3:55 & 10:05 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)

Coraline (PG) 1/2  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:25, 7 & 9:25 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 

The Curious Case of Benjamin  Century 16: 12:10, 4:05 & 8 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 
Button (PG-13) 1/2 a.m.; 3:15, 6:45 & 10:10 p.m. 

Defiance (R) 1/2 Century 16: 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 7:40 & 10:40 p.m. 

Doubt (PG-13) Century 16: 5 & 10:25 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 
11:35 a.m. 

Fanboys (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:55, 3:15, 5:35, 7:50 & 10:10 p.m. Sat. 
(Not Reviewed)  also at 10:30 a.m. 

Frost/Nixon (R) Century 16: 7:35 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. at 2:10 p.m. 
Century 20: 7:25 & 10:10 p.m. 

Gran Torino (R) 1/2  Century 16: 1:10, 4, 6:55 & 9:45 p.m. Sat. also at 
10:20 a.m. Century 20: 1:10, 3:50, 6:50 & 9:35 p.m. 
Sat. also at 10:30 a.m. 

He’s Just Not That Into You  Century 16: 12:45, 3:50, 7:05 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 
(PG-13) 1/2  11:25 a.m.; 1, 2:30, 5:30, 7 & 8:30 p.m. Sat. at 10:10 

a.m. 

Hotel for Dogs (PG)  Century 16: 1:15, 4:15 & 6:50 p.m. Sat. also at 10:15 
(Not Reviewed)  a.m. Century 20: 12:15, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m. 

Inkheart (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15 & 4:55 p.m. 

Last Chance Harvey (PG-13)  Century 20: 4:05 & 9:50 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)

Metropolitan Opera: Lucia di Century 16: Sat. at 10 a.m. Century 20: Sat. at 10 
Lammermoor (Not Rated)  a.m.  
(Not Reviewed)

Milk (R) Century 20: 1:05 & 6:55 p.m. Sat. also at 10:05 a.m. 
Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sat. & Mon.-Tue. at 1:30, 4:25 
& 7:20 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:15 p.m. 

New in Town (PG)  Century 16: 12, 2:25, 4:50, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:45, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m. 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:25, 7 & 9:20 p.m. 

Pink Panther 2 (PG)  Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:15, 4:35, 7:10 & 9:30 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 7:35 & 9:55 p.m. 

Push (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 5:05, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 5, 7:45 & 10:25 p.m. 

Rachel Getting Married  Aquarius: 2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m.  
(R) 

The Reader (R) 1/2  Century 16: 12:50, 3:40, 6:45 & 9:35 p.m. Sat. also 
at 10:05 a.m. Century 20: 1:15, 4:10, 7:05 & 10 p.m. 
Sat. at 10:20 a.m. 

Revolutionary Road  Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5:10, 7:55 & 10:35 p.m. 
(R) 1/2 Guild: 2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Guild: Sat. at 11:55 p.m.  
Show (R) (Not Reviewed)

Slumdog Millionaire (R) Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2, 4:50, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m. 
Aquarius: 1:15, 4, 7 & 10 p.m. 

Taken (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 12:30, 3, 5:20, 7:45 & 10:05 p.m. Sat. 
also at 10 a.m. Century 20: 12:45, 3:20, 5:35, 8:10, 
10:30 p.m. Sat. also at 10:25 a.m. 

Underworld: Rise of the Century 16: 12:35, 2:55, 5:40, 8:05, 10:25 p.m. Sat. 
Lycans (R) (Not Reviewed)   also at 10:10 a.m.  Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:25, 8 & 

10:20 p.m. Sat. also at 10:15 a.m. 

The Uninvited (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:40, 3:10, 5:30, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)   Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 1:45, 4, 6:15, 8:30 & 10:40 

p.m. 

Waltz with Bashir (R) Palo Alto Square: 2:15, 4:45 & 7:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 
also at 9:45 p.m. 

Woodstock (R)  Century 16: Sat. at 11:55 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)

The Wrestler (R) Century 16: 1:20, 4:10, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 
11:55 a.m.; 2:35, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m. 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes, Text Message PUSH and Your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

WRITTEN DAVID BOURLA  DIRECTED PAUL MCGUIGANBYBY

MySpace.com/Push

WALTZ WITH BASHIR
AN ARI FOLMAN FILM

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.WALTZWITHBASHIRMOVIE.COM          

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM
SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON

ACADEMY AWARD®

NOMINEE
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

WINNER
GOLDEN GLOBE® AWARD

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

NOW PLAYING! CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

(650) 493-3456CHECK  THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

HIGHEST RATING!
“A MILESTONE WORK 

THAT WILL INSPIRE AWE!”
–Jonathan Curiel, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

NOW PLAYING

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) In early-century 
Louisiana an unusual child is born, look-
ing like an old man and not expected to 
live. With the nurturing of boarding-house 
doyenne Queenie (Taraji P. Henson), baby 
Benjamin beats the odds and continues 
to thrive, appearing to grow younger as he 
advances in years. Benjamin’s meeting with 
7-year-old Daisy (Elle Fanning) has a pro-

found effect on his life, her presence a sta-
bilizing force that ebbs and flows through-
out the years. Benjamin and the adult Daisy 
(Cate Blanchett) inexplicably meet halfway 
on the age spectrum — on her way to the 
golden years and his way to ultimate youth. 
Rated: PG-13 for brief violence, sexual 
content and language. 2 hours, 47 minutes. 
— J.A> (Reviewed Dec. 26, 2008)

Defiance 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) In 1941, three 
brothers started a Jewish community in a 
Poland forest to flee the Nazis. Daniel Craig 
plays Tuvia Bielski, the confident leader of 
the community later known as the Bielski 
partisans. Tuvia and his younger broth-
ers Zus (Liev Schreiber) and Asael (Jamie 
Bell) take to the forest after the murder of 
their parents, determined to endure and 
battle back. Tuvia puts his focus on the 
community and survival while Zus joins a 
group of Russian resistance fighters. Asael, 
meanwhile, is quiet and reserved, think-
ing more about love and cooperation than 
vengeance. “Defiance” is an extraordinary 
story and the production is admirable — if 
you have the time and patience to trudge 
through. Rated: R for violence and lan-
guage. 2 hours, 16 minutes. — T.H. (Re-
viewed Jan. 16, 2008)

Doubt 
(Century 16, Century 20) There is no doubt 
that Philip Seymour Hoffman, Amy Adams 
and Viola Davis are the three best reasons 
to see John Patrick Shanley’s adaptation 
of his Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-
winning drama. Their nuanced, naturalistic 
performances help counter Meryl Streep’s 
more mannered turn that rings so false at 
the end. Shanley’s examination of moral 
issues is another reason to catch the battle 
between Sister Aloysius (Streep) and con-
genial Father Flynn (Hoffman), whom she 
suspects of pedophilia. No evidence exists 
that the priest has behaved inappropriately 
with the parochial school’s first black stu-
dent (Joseph Foster). The narrative con-
struct teeters on the concept of reasonable 
doubt — and the blindness of those making 
unjustified accusations. Or are they? Rated: 
PG-13 for thematic material. 1 hour. 44 min-
utes. — S.T. (Reviewed Jan. 2, 2009)

Frost/Nixon 
(Century 16, Century 20) An overly confi-
dent “Tricky Dick” Nixon accepts “enter-
tainer” David Frost’s invitation to televise 
a series of interviews in 1977 — for the 
right price. The stakes are high for both the 
disgraced former president and the under-
rated television talk-show host. 
“Frost/Nixon” is more psychological cat-
and-mouse game than verbal sparring 
match. Ron Howard directs the film at 
a breakneck clip, pausing only to reveal 
glimpses into each man’s character. En-
grossing emotionally and intellectually, this 
showdown shouldn’t be missed. Rated: R 
for some language. 2 hours, 2 minutes.  — 
S.T. (Reviewed Dec. 26, 2008)

Gran Torino 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Clint Eastwood 
stars and directs himself as cantankerous 
Korean War vet Walt Kowalski with a chip 
on his shoulder the size of the Matterhorn. 
He lives alone and has no relationship to 
speak of with his adult sons. Walt appears 
to be surrounded on all sides by Hmong 
families who keep to themselves. Until a 

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Movies

Cinemark
San Mateo 650/558-0123

Cinemark
Redwood City 650/369-3456

Cinemark
The Shops @ Tanforan 800/FANDANGO #998

STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH
SEE IT IN 3D! Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities, services 

or programs, or who would like information on the City’s compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at (650) 329-2550 
(voice) or e-mail ada@cityofpaloalto.org

www.foxsearchlight.com

ROGER EBERT
CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

CLAUDIA PUIG
USA TODAY

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINATIONS10 INCLUDING

BEST PICTURE

CINEMARK
CENTURY AT TANFORAN
San Bruno  (800) FANDANGO 998#

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN
Redwood City  (800) FANDANGO 990#

LANDMARK’S 
AQUARIUS
Palo Alto  (650) 266-9260

CINEMARK 
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN
San Mateo  (800) FANDANGO 968#

Milk
1:30, 4:25, 7:20  

Fri/Sat Add 10:15
Waltz with Bashir
2:15, 4:45, 7:15  

Fri/Sat 9:45

neighborhood teen named Thao (Bee Vang) 
attempts to steal Walt’s prized 1972 Gran 
Torino. Walt puts Thao to work in his home 
and yard, grudgingly handing over odd 
jobs and offering advice on testosterone 
and tools. A relationship blossoms as Walt 
breaks out of his shell and Thao feels ad-
miration for the father figure he never had 
(groan). Overall, a poorly acted and heavily 
cliched melodrama. Rated: R for language 
and violence. 1 hour, 56 minutes. — J.A. 
(Reviewed Dec. 26, 2008) 

Revolutionary Road 1/2
(Guild, Century 20) Kate Winslet and Leon-
ardo DiCaprio are literally at each other’s 
throats as April and Frank Wheeler, the 
classic 1950s golden couple who suddenly 
find the luster lost from their white-picket-
fence union. Through a series of deft flash-
backs director Sam Mendes builds a story 
of suburban ennui, a stifling boredom com-
pounded by two kids and dead-end jobs. 
The build-up gains slow momentum but 
once “Road” finds its rhythm it’s positively 
devastating. Rated: R for language and nu-
dity. 1 hour, 59 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed 
Jan. 9, 2009)

Slumdog Millionaire 
(Aquarius) In present-day Mumbai, Jamal 
Malik (Dev Patel) sits on the hot seat of 
India’s “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” 
game show, poised to win the elusive grand 
prize of 20 million rupees. Refusing to be-
lieve that Jamal is coming by his answers 
honestly, the police get involved, punctuat-
ing their brutal torture tactics with questions 
on how a simple chai server from India’s 
poorest slums came by such arcane knowl-
edge. With serendipitous charm, flashbacks 
detail Jamal’s rise through hardscrabble 
poverty to survival of the fittest. Rated: R for 
violence, language and disturbing images. 
1 hour, 56 minutes. In English and Hindi 
with English subtitles. — J.A. (Reviewed 
Nov. 28, 2008)

Waltz with Bashir 
(Cinearts) Israeli writer-director Ari Folman 
has created a haunting animated feature 
about the shock-and-awe inflicted on the 
human psyche by the horrors of war. Fol-
man joins arms with the great anti-war 
filmmakers to pronounce that war is hell. 
And animation isn’t just for kids anymore. 
Snarling black dogs bound like beasts from 
hell — an opening image that conveys the 
recurring nightmare of a former Israeli sol-
dier who recounts the dream to Folman, in 
a bar, in the middle of the night. The army 
buddies conclude the dream must be con-
nected to their Lebanon War experience. 
Since Folman seems to have repressed 
his memories of the 1982 invasion, he sets 
out to discover the truth by talking with 
veterans who served with him. Rated: R for 
some images of atrocities, strong violence, 
brief nudity and a scene of graphic sexual 
content. In Hebrew with English subtitles. 
1 hour. 27 minutes.  — S.T. (Reviewed Jan. 
23, 2009)

The Wrestler 
(Century 16) Mickey Rourke plays true to 
type as a washed-up wrestler perpetually 
on the verge of a comeback. Randy “The 
Ram” Robinson doesn’t have a lot to live 
for save for the glory of his 1980s gladiator 
days. He moonlights at trade shows and 
wrestles in small halls by night, high on the 
memories of yesterday’s adulation. He’s 
estranged from his daughter (Evan Rachel 
Wood), eating painkillers like candy and 
living in a New Jersey trailer park. Randy 
befriends a warm-hearted stripper named 
Cassidy (Marisa Tomei), but she and gently 
rebuffs his awkward advances. An unex-
pected medical condition is Randy’s wake-
up call, the kind of second chance that 
could be his last. The climax is the ultimate 
in raw conclusions, leaving a dishearten-
ing life in grim perspective. Rated: R for 
violence, language, nudity and sexuality. 1 
hour, 45 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed Jan. 
9, 2009)
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Anti-Alma Council kudos
Editor,

Regarding the upcoming develop-
ment at Alma Plaza, I am thankful 
for the three courageous and prin-
cipled Council members who vot-
ed against it — Council members 
Kishimoto, Schmid, and Yeh.

I believe that Alma Plaza should 
remain all retail.

Too often, some council members 
override current zoning, and ignore 
CEQA (the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act) when voting on 
large developments.

I’m especially impressed with 
Councilwoman Kishimoto, who 
also voted against a proposed mas-
sive development at 195 Page Mill 
Road. (She was later vindicated 
when citizens sued, and won their 
suit to stop that development).

Again, thank you to these three 
council members for their coura-
geous stance on Alma Plaza.

Jennifer Couperus
Ortega Avenue

Mountain View

Save PreSchool Family
Editor,

PreSchool Family (PSF) has not 
been mentioned in recent discussions 
regarding plans for the Greendell 
site. It must be. PSF, a unique pro-
gram of the PAUSD Adult School, 
has now served 15,000 families and 
has been at the Greendell site for 
more than 25 of its 63 years.

For more than six decades, the 
credentialed teachers of PSF have 
provided affordable, family-flexi-
ble parenting-skills education and 
developmentally appropriate class-
room experiences for children aged 
birth through 5 years.

The importance of preschool 
is well researched and well publi-
cized: Children who have a strong 
preschool experience consistently 
do better in school and in later life. 
Our district must do whatever we 
can to foster programs in our com-
munity. A simple K-12 approach is 
not sufficient.

The excellence of PSF is leg-
endary. Its impact to the district is 
widely recognized and praised by 
the education community....

As PSF registrar, I heard from 
hundreds of families about the cru-
cial difference this program made in 
their lives. Because of this flexible 
and affordable program, they are 
better parents, equipped and mo-
tivated to participate in their chil-
dren’s schools.

I urge our school board, superin-
tendent and community at large to 
keep PreSchool Family in the fore-
front of considerations about the 
best use of Greendell and to commit 
to ensuring that this critical educa-
tional opportunity remains available 
for families in years to come.

Sigrid Pinsky
Scripps Avenue

Palo Alto

Hope for Middle East
Editor,

Nearly every letter on the Middle-
East conflict blames exclusively 
either Israel or the Palestinians. In 
reality there is plenty of blame to 
go around, including the rest of the 
world and especially the Arab states 
and the United States.

The leaders of the principal pro-
tagonists continue to show monu-
mental stupidity. One wonders how 
long it will take leaderships like 
Hamas to abandon their death-cult 
mentality and realize that Israel is 
here to stay: Another 50 years?

Or for the Israeli leaderships to 
recognize that settlement policies 
have led to a situation where a two-
state solution is close to becoming 
impossible: That a single state with 
a Palestinian majority is the likely 
end result. What then? 

Even Bush saw that a Swiss-
cheese Palestine, like apartheid-era 
South Africa, is a ludicrous concept. 
Unfortunately the mainstream press 
never shows maps of West Bank 
settlements so many people have 
no idea of their extent and are as-
tounded when they see such maps 
(e.g., http://www.bobmay.info/fe-
b232002westbankmaps.htm or my 

post in Town Square).
An interesting take on the conflict 

is given in the U.K. Guardian by Avi 
Shlaim, a former Israeli soldier who 
is now a professor at Oxford Uni-
versity, who concludes that Israel 
still continues to choose land over 
peace ( http://www.guardian.co.uk/
world/2009/jan/07/gaza-israel-pal-
estine ).

Occasionally a window in time 
opens when solutions to similar 
conflicts become possible, as hap-
pened in Ireland. With hopefully a 
strong push from our new adminis-
tration, there’s at least a glimmer of 
hope that we are on the verge of a 
possible solution.

Walter Sedriks
Waverley Street

Palo Alto

Bravo, Lisa
Editor,

On Jan. 20 I watched TV coverage 
of the inauguration from 6 a.m. un-
til bedtime. I watched the networks, 
CNN, MSNBC, C-Span, PBS until 
I felt totally satiated. However, in 
spite of all that exposure, I found 
Lisa Van Dusen’s wonderful account 
of being one small cell in that joyful 

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Palo Alto girds for 
serious cutbacks

City officials hope to work with citizens to weather  
an $8 million budget gap next year in a time of  

‘things getting worse before they get better’ 

A s bad as today’s economy is, things will probably get worse 
before they get better, according to Palo Alto city financial of-
ficials.  

Before the end of this fiscal year, June 30, city officials must 
cut $5.8 million from city expenditures to balance the budget — 
only the feds can get away with “deficit spending.”  

But next fiscal year, 2009-2010, is even worse, with an $8 
million gap looming due to plunging tax revenues, according to 
new projections issued Feb. 3. 

The scary thing to most officials was that just last December 
the staff predicted a $2.6 million shortfall for this fiscal year, 
in a 40-page “Long-Range Financial Forecast.” The plunge in 
revenues is dizzying, from sales taxes, hotel-occupancy taxes and 
home-sale transfer taxes.

This year’s budget-balancing act includes across-the-board 
cuts of up to 5 percent in all departments, to save $3 million 
off the $145 million General Fund budget. Management salary 
increases or bonuses won’t happen. A general hiring freeze will 
save another $1 million, and not putting funds into a revolving 
“infrastructure fund” will trim another $1 million. 

The remaining $800,000 will be saved by not setting funds 
aside for retirement benefits for future retirees — funds for 
existing retirees will still be paid into a state fund. 

These are all one-time savings, however, not “structural 
reductions” — permanent cutbacks in core services. 

The bottom line is that services and programs — which Palo 
Altans historically have valued highly — will be minimally 
impacted this year. 

Next year is another matter: New projections are that city 
revenues will continue to drop. 

“I don’t believe we’ve bottomed out yet,” Administrative 
Services Director Lalo Perez said this week. He and his staff are 
projecting, perhaps with wishful optimism, a modest turnaround 
by fiscal year 2010-2011. He said the virtual revenue freefall is 
“uncharted territory,” something he’s never seen in his 23 years 
with the city. 

City Manager James Keene has asked all departments to take 
a hard look at where further cuts can be made with the least 
impact on the high-value services or programs, each one of 
which seems to have its own corps of citizen advocate/lobbyists. 

But some things may simply have to go, city officials realize, 
as the three primary sources of revenue shrink substantially: 
sales tax revenues have dropped from a high of $26 million in 
2000 to about $18 million this year; hotel tax  (officially the 
“transient occupancy tax”) revenues are expected to drop another 
$5.9 million from brighter years; and a documentary transfer 
tax (when homes are sold) is plummeting 37 percent from $5.5 
million, resulting in a loss of about another $2 million.

Not all the $8 million gap needs to be filled with cuts, 
however. City officials, after literally decades of occasional 
discussion, are finally taking a hard look at a business-license 
tax. Palo Alto is virtually alone in the Bay Area in lacking such 
a tax, but decades of business-community opposition has blocked 
action. Two years ago, staff estimated that such a tax might 
generate $2.5 million annually, but no recent estimates are being 
discussed, publicly at least. 

A huge problem faced by the city, or any government, is 
that much of the annual General Fund budget is locked up in 
committed funds for salaries, contractually committed through 
negotiations with service, police and fire unions. But salaries 
should not be sacrosanct in crisis times, and contracts with two 
of the three city unions are up for renegotiation this year. 

In addition, the city is locked into paying retiree benefits for 
existing retirees, through the state’s public-retirement system. 

That leaves only about 20 to 25 percent of the budget available 
to cut, and it is in that percentage that virtually all cherished 
programs and services lie. 

The next staff update report to the City Council’s Finance 
Committee is scheduled for March 3, by which time city staff 
has been asked for more details on likely targets for cutbacks. 

Hard choices lie ahead in coming weeks and months – choices 
that will severely test one of the city’s top goals for the year: 
“Civic engagement for the common good.” 

Perhaps that goal should be reworded to be “for the common 
necessity.” 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? When you were in high school, what reasons 
 

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com 
or shorter comments to readerwire@paweekly.com. Include your name, 
address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve the right 
to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors 
known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Assistant to the Editor 
Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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How do you plan to use technology to help your brain age?
Asked at Town and Country Village. Interviews by Lillian Bixler. Photographs by Kris Young.

Michelle Mastromatteo
Student
Curther Avenue, Palo Alto

“The Internet. It’s an opportunity to 
have a much broader spectrum of 
sources for anything. You can learn a 
bunch of things, or even take online 
classes.”

Sarah Key
Annual Reviews Employee
University Avenue, Palo Alto

“I love playing Bedazzled on an iPhone 
and Spider Solitaire on a PC! I think it 
helps with brain activity.”

Marquita Druker
Marketing Specialist
Camellia Avenue, Redwood City

“I play Brain Age on my Nintendo DX. 
It’s supposed to help work your brain. 
There are games like Change Maker 
where you’re supposed to do math and 
there’s also Sudoku on there, which I 
like. So I’m learning to train my brain.”

Barbara McCain
Graphic Designer
Lomita Mall, Stanford

“My job alone stretches my mind. I 
work at the school of Engineering at 
Stanford where I do the website. We’re 
all up to 2.0, so that’s getting me used 
to all the new AJAX, HTML and PHP 
type of things.”

Brian Ashkinaz
Glazier
San Antonio Circle , Mountain View

“Video games. I find that it keeps my 
hand-eye coordination and my reaction 
time up.”

Streetwise

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto,  

CA 94306

January 30, 2008

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL
EL CAMINO FIELD

The Palo Alto Unified School District is inviting qualification 
information from highly qualified and experienced Contractors 
to provide General Construction Services to the District for 
the new construction of the Palo Alto High School El Camino 
Field.

Interested firms are invited to submit their Qualifications as 
described below, with one (1) original and five (5) copies of 
requested materials to:

Palo Alto Unified School District
Facilities Department
25 Churchill Avenue, Building “D”
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Attn:  Constance Conroy

Questions regarding this request for qualifications (“RFQ”) may 
be directed to Constance Conroy at cconroy@pausd.org.  

ALL RESPONSES TO THIS RFQ MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY 2:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009.

This is not a request for bids or an offer by the District to 
contract with any party responding to this RFQ.  The District 
reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals.  All materials 
submitted to the District in response to this RFQ shall remain 
property of the District and may be considered a part of public 
record

Present this ad or mention coupon code co  
to receive two tickets at % off!

body politic on the Mall carried a 
moment-to-moment immediacy and 
personal warmth that nothing else 
I’d seen did. Bravo, Lisa!

Patricia Kollings
Waverley Street

Palo Alto

Green Castilleja
Editor,

Climate change is a growing issue 
in our society. As a member of the 
Global Citizen Corps, I am recog-
nizing global climate change at my 
school. 

Climate change is not only detri-
mental to the environment but also 
holds grave consequences for hu-
man health, security, food produc-
tion and access to water.

Impoverished communities suffer 
the most from climate change be-
cause they lack access to alternate 
sources of food and health care. Evi-
dence has proven that humans have 
directly influenced the frequency 
and force of natural disasters, the 
rise in sea levels, and global warm-
ing.

All nations, and all the peoples 
of those nations, must join together 
to fight climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

At my school, Castilleja, we are 
holding an electronics drive. The 
donated electronics will be sold to 
a company that recycles them and 
profit various education organiza-
tions. Students are also putting on 
a dance and art show, “Arts with a 
Heart,” which is open to the public, 
on Fe. 12 and 13. The theme is “Save 
the eARTh” and will benefit Culti-
vating Roots; an organization that 
grows organic gardens at schools in 
East Palo Alto.

Finally, we are putting “These 
Come from Trees” stickers on all the 
paper-towel dispensers on campus. 
These stickers save on average 100 
pounds of paper a year by simply 
reminding people that paper towels 
come from trees.

Camila McHugh
Castilleja School

Palo Alto
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Menlo senior Alex Smith poured in 17 points to help the Knights take a 
two-game lead in the WBAL with a 66-48 win over SHP.

Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at 

Washington St., 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Sunday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at 

Washington, 12:30 p.m.; Comcast Sports 
Net Bay Area (40); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Men’s basketball: Washington at  
Stanford, 2:30 p.m., Comcast Sports 
Net Bay Area (40); KTRB (860 AM)

Tuesday
Men’s basketball: Cal State Bakers-

field at Stanford, 7:30 p.m.; KTRB (860 
AM)

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Gunn senior Taylor Gardiner (6) scored twice in a 3-1 win over Lyn-
brook as the Titans closed in on a league title.

PREP SOCCER

PREP BASKETBALL

Dave Bouvier

Keith Peters

Plenty at stake
in league races

Menlo, Gunn boys join Gunn and Pinewood 
girls atop standings as the drama continues 

The wait will be well worth
it for some lucky teams

by Colin Becht 

T here’s a lot to be said about the 
drama surrounding this high 
school basketball season. Not 

one local race is a lock yet, even for 
the SCVAL De Anza Division girls 
where Gunn appears invincible at 
21-0.   

With the end of the regular sea-
son fast approaching, there’s a lot 
left to be decided and just about ev-
ery game is carrying some kind of 
weight — whether it affects a league 
title or Central Coast Section berth.

The Gunn (8-0, 21-0) and Pin-
ewood (7-0, 17-4) girls are the clos-
est to locking up their respective 
league titles. For the Titans, it’s just 
a matter of mathematically elimi-
nating second-place Wilcox. For the 
Panthers, they just need to beat vis-
iting Castilleja next Tuesday to wrap 
up the West Bay Athletic League 
(Foothill Division) crown.

Speaking of the WBAL, the boys’ 
race there has been most interesting 
and entertaining this season. There 
has been little to separate the con-
tenders until Menlo’s 66-48 triumph 
over visiting Sacred Heart Prep on 
Wednesday. 

That game began last Tuesday 
with SHP holding a 6-4 lead. It 
was stopped when referee Pat Bo-
land collapsed in the first quarter. 
The game was re-started eight days 
later with a healthier and happier 
Boland in attendance. He received 
a standing ovation during pregame 
introductions. Menlo then earned 

some of its own applause after that, 
dominating the restart.

The victory gives Menlo a com-
manding two-game lead in the 
WBAL at 8-1 in league play (15-3 
overall), leading Sacred Heart and 
Harker, both at 6-3. Menlo beat 
Harker 55-31 on Tuesday night, 
while Sacred Heart fell to Priory, 
55-54, on a game-winning three-
pointer by Ignas Pavilonis with 1.5 
seconds remaining — moving Men-
lo into first place for the first time 
since the Knights’ loss to Harker on 
January 9.

On Wednesday, Menlo was led 
by a trio of seniors — Alex Smith 
scored 17 points with six rebounds, 
Kenny Diekroeger added 15 points 
and five boards and center Will 
Tashman poured in 18 points and 
grabbed seven rebounds.

“They were playing very tough 
on-ball defense, and they had (Alex) 
Baloff guarding me, who’s a big-
ger guy, so I thought I could take 
him outside a little bit,” said Smith. 
“That worked. It opened up things 
for Tashman, and (Daniel) Hoff-
man, and even Kenny down low, 
and my shots were falling. It started 
feeling good.”

Diekroeger also played a key 
role ensuring the victory down the 
stretch, sinking seven of eight free 
throws.

Menlo grabbed a 34-21 halftime 

by Keith Peters 

T alk about waiting until the 
last moment. That’s the situa-
tion a handful of local soccer 

teams find themselves in heading 
into the final matches of the regular 
season. 

The Gunn girls (8-0-2, 10-5-3) 
can win the SCVAL El Camino 
Division title on Friday by beating 
visiting Santa Clara on Senior Day 
at 5:30 p.m. If not, the Titans must 
wait until their final match next 
week.

The Palo Alto girls (5-4-2, 9-6-4) 
head into Friday’s Senior Day match 
against visiting Mountain View 
(3:30 p.m.) needing a victory in 
their final regular-season match to 
have any hope of earning an auto-
matic berth into the Central Coast 
Section playoffs.

The Gunn boys (5-3-2, 8-6-4) are 
tied with Milpitas for second place 
in the SCVAL De Anza Division 
race with two matches remaining. 
The Titans need to beat either Santa 
Clara (3-4-3) on Friday or winless 
Fremont next week to clinch an au-
tomatic CCS berth.

In the West Bay Athletic League, 

the Sacred Heart Prep and Menlo 
boys both lost out on huge opportu-
nities Wednesday when both teams 
lost. That leaves the Gators (9-3) 
and Knights (7-2-3) still one-two in 
the standings and separated by just 
three points with two matches re-
maining. The teams face each other 
Monday (3 p.m.) in their final reg-
ular-season match at Sacred Heart 
Prep, with the league title quite ob-
viously at stake. 

And, in the girls’ WBAL, the 
Foothill Division title likely will be 
decided next Tuesday when Sacred 
Heart Prep (7-0-2) plays host to Pri-
ory (8-1) at 3 p.m. Both teams had 
winnable matches on Thursday.

The only local teams without any 
real concerns are the Paly boys and 
Gunn girls.

Palo Alto (10-0-1, 18-1-2) locked 
up the De Anza Division crown a 
week ago. The Vikings kept their 
impressive season intact with a 
5-0 romp over visiting Fremont on 
Wednesday.

The Gunn girls, meanwhile, had 
hoped to wrap things up against Lyn-

(continued on next page)

(continued on next page)

TOP FOOTBALL RECRUITS . . . 
Three future Stanford football 
players — Tyler Gaffney, Stepfan 
Taylor and Usua Amanam (the 
last one to send in his letter of 
intent) probably won’t mind if they 
stepped into an immediate start-
ing role for the Cardinal football 
team next fall. Running back, 
after all, was Cardinal coach Jim 
Harbaugh’s No. 1 priority during 
recruiting season. “That is critical 
going into spring ball,” Harbaugh 
said about the position. “It’s ob-
vious how thin we’ll be. To get 
depth and quality at the running 
back position is outstanding.” 
Gaffney (6-0, 210), out of San 
Diego, and Taylor (6-0, 205), from 
Texas, are considered two of the 
top prospects in the nation. Ama-
nam (5-10, 180), out of Bellarmine 
Prep in San Jose, was one of the 
top runners in the Central Coast 
Section. If Harbaugh did nothing 
else, he managed to strengthen 
what could have been a weak-
ness at running back. Anthony 
Kimble graduates this year and 
if Toby Gerhart signs a lucra-
tive baseball contract in June, 
the running back position would 
have been running on empty. Like 
Gerhart, Gaffney is a two-sport 
star and will also play baseball at 
Stanford. Head coach Mark Mar-
quess has to like the similarities 
between Gaffney and Gerhart, 
both of whom play in the outfield. 
Gaffney, who sought Gerhart’s 
advice before his decision, set the 
San Diego Section season rush-
ing record with 2,866 yards, more 
than former section stars Marcus 
Allen, Ricky Williams, and Reg-
gie Bush. Taylor rushed for 2,463 
yards. Wednesday’s national let-
ter-of-intent signing day is already 
a success and running back may 
turn out to be a sideshow to fu-
ture competition at quarterback: 
introducing Uplands’ Josh Nunes 
(6-4, 205) and Pocatello’s Taysom 
Hill (6-2, 210), both coming to 
Stanford with solid credentials. 
The receiving corps should also 
be strengthened by a solid group 
of recruits, including four-star 
wide receivers Jamal Patterson 
(6-2, 200) out of Georgia and 
Jemari Roberts (6-2, 205) out of 
Long Beach. Tight end Levine 
Toilolo (6-8, 239) from La Mesa is 
also a four-star prospect.
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ANDY HARADER TENNIS CAMP

(650) 364-6233
www.andystenniscamp.com

June 15-August 21

650.269.7193
WWW.WHITSON.BIZ

BWHITSON@APR.COM

BRUCE WHITSON
YOUR TRUSTED

REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Jasmine Evans*
Gunn basketball

Whitney Hooper
Menlo basketball

Taylor McAdam 
Gunn basketball

Lindsay Nickel
Pinewood basketball

Jackie Shepard*
Menlo basketball

Natasha von Kaeppler 
Castilleja basketball

Kevin Ashworth 
Palo Alto soccer

Tyler Starling 
Priory basketball

Ben Taylor
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Michael Walker
Menlo soccer

Connor Whitlock*
Pinewood basketball

Adam Zernik
Palo Alto soccer

Honorable mention

Adriana Cortes
The Priory  

The junior forward scored 
three goals in two soccer 
victories last week, including 
the winning goal in a 3-1 win 
over Castilleja and the decid-
ing goal in a 1-0 triumph over 
Menlo to keep the Panthers 
atop the WBAL standings.

Riley Fallon
Sacred Heart Prep

The junior soccer midfielder 
scored the winning goal in 
a 1-0 victory over Priory and 
added another goal in a 2-1 tri-
umph over Crystal Springs as 
the Gators won three matches 
and grabbed sole possession 
of first place in the WBAL.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

lead, thanks to a 16-2 run between 
the first and second quarters, a 
streak during which Menlo rarely 
missed a shot, while Sacred Heart 
shooters went cold.

For the Gators, Ryan Sakowski 
provided the one highlight with a 
game-high 20 points, including four 
threes.

Both Menlo and SHP have five 
league games remaining and will 
face each other again on the final 
day of the regular season on Feb. 
20.

Should one of the WBAL leaders 
falter, Priory (5-4, 11-7) could be 
right there after knocking off first-
place teams (Harker and SHP) in 
back-to-back games.

In the SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion, Gunn (7-1, 18-5) moved two 
games ahead of the pack with a 59-
50 victory over visiting Los Gatos 
on Tuesday night. That triumph, 
coupled with Palo Alto’s 52-46 loss 
to visiting Los Altos, moves the Ti-
tans closer to clinching their first-
ever De Anza Division title.

The contest marked the first time 
in 14 games that Gunn has given up 
at least 50 points. Gus Brennan led 
Gunn with 19 points.

Girls basketball
It’s 21 and counting for record-

breaking Gunn, which kept its per-
fect season intact with a 63-13 rout 
of visiting Los Gatos in a SCVAL 
De Anza Division game Wednesday 
night.

The Titans improved their league-
leading mark to 8-0 with their 21-0 
streak just another school record for 
consecutive single-season victories. 
Gunn also is 47-3 over a two-year 
span. Gunn beat second-place Wil-
cox last Friday night for the second 
time this season, setting up a title-
clinching game Feb. 13 against vis-
iting Palo Alto.

One final hurdle between Gunn 
and an undefeated regular sea-
son will be Saturday’s home game 
against Presentation at 5:30 p.m. 
Should the Titans win that, it’s likely 
they’ll be taking a 26-0 record into 
the postseason.

In another SCVAL De Anza Di-
vision game, Palo Alto (4-4, 6-10) 
moved into fourth place following 
an exciting 45-44 triumph over vis-
iting Saratoga on Wednesday.

With time running out and the 
score tied at 44, Paly’s Olivia Garcia 
stole the ball and was fouled with six 
seconds left in the game. She made 

one of two free throws, good enough 
to clinch the victory and move the 
Vikings ahead of the Falcons (3-4) 
in the league race.

Palo Alto led the entire game 
until Saratoga finally tied it in the 
fourth quarter on two free throws. 
The Vikings were led by Madison 
Hoffacker’s season-high 14 points 
and Taylor Lovely’s stellar defense, 
which included two big blocks in the 

fourth quarter to go along with her 
10 points. Garcia added 11 points.

In the PAL South Division, 
Menlo-Atherton (5-1, 12-10) kept 
pace with league-leader Carlmont 
following a 63-21 romp over visit-
ing Sequoia on Wednesday. Jessica 
Tuliau led the way with 26 points 
and nine rebounds while Victoria 
Fakalata added four points and nine 
rebounds. ■

brook on Wednesday.  The Titans 
did their part with a 3-1 triumph and 
now have 26 points atop the stand-
ings. Second-place Saratoga (7-2-2 
for 23 points) and third-place Santa 
Clara (6-1-3 for 21 points) didn’t co-
operate as both won.

It may be appropriate, however, if 
the Titans clinch on Senior Day. Af-
ter all, this season has been all about 
the 12-member senior class that won 
only two matches in the De Anza 
Division last season and was sum-
marily demoted.  

First-year head coach Ed Cer-
vantes set for some goals for his 
team this season and all of them 
can be achieved with a victory over 
Santa Clara.

“We wanted to win league and 
qualify for CCS,” Cervantes said. 
“And we want to do well at CCS and 
have a nice sendoff for the seniors. 
We’re close to that goal.”

The senior class certainly has seen 
its ups and downs. It went 2-9-1 in 
the De Anza last season after win-
ning the El Camino title in 2007 
with a 10-1-1 mark — advancing 
to the CCS playoffs before losing 
in the first round. In 2006, Gunn 
went 1-11 in the De Anza Division 
(2-16-1 overall) and stayed home for 
the playoffs. The seniors’ four-year 

record (thus far) is 21-21-4.
So, going out as champions would 

be a fitting end for these Titans.
“I knew coming in we had a lot 

of experience and talent,” said Cer-
vantes, who coached the Gunn JV 
team in 2002-03. “I just had to get 
them focused so they could realize 
their potential.”

Against Lynbrook, senior Taylor 
Gardiner scored the first two goals 
and senior Emmiliese von Clemm 
made it a 3-1 match in the second 
half. 

The Palo Alto girls picked a good 
time to pull things together, moving 
back into contention for an auto-
matic CCS berth with a 2-0 victory 
over host Cupertino on Wednesday. 
The Vikings (9-6-4 overall) got 
goals from junior Maeve Stewart 
and senior Sammi Bengston, with 
senior Jessie Duller assisting on 
both goals.

The Gunn boys produced a 3-1 
win over Los Gatos on Wednesday, 
which allowed the Titans (17 points) 
to vault ahead of the Wildcats (16 
points) in the standings. Paul Mo-
rimoto, Jorge Salazar and Ryan 
Wood tallied the goals.

The Sacred Heart Prep boys lost 
a golden opportunity to increase its 
lead in the WBAL race after drop-
ping a 2-0 decision to visiting King’s 
Academy on Wednesday. Menlo, 
meanwhile, lost a heartbreaking 1-0 
decision to visiting Eastside Prep ■

Prep soccer
(continued from previous page)

Prep basketball
(continued from previous page)

THE PALO ALTO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
AND THE PALO ALTO WEEKLY
are pleased to announce the

30TH ANNUAL
TALL TREE AWARDS

Honoring
OUTSTANDING CITIZEN
CAROLYN TUCHER

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce

(650) 324-3121

5:30-7:00 p.m. Silent Auction  

7:00-9:00 p.m. Dinner and Program

Online registration: www: PaloAltoChamber.com

April 16, 2009
Crowne Plaza Cabaña
4290 El Camino Real

Mediterranean Ballroom

OUTSTANDING NON-PROFIT
ABILITIES UNITED

OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL
CARROLL HARRINGTON

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS
MING’S
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Sponsored by:

For details and entry forms, please visit 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/greenlight or call (650) 329-2417.

Call For 
Entries

Event takes place on April 16th, 2009

All entries must be received by 

Friday, March 27, 2009

Entry Categories
Students grades 6-8

Students grades 9-12
Open (all others)

There is no entry fee

Over $2,000 in Prizes!
All entries will 

be shown on 

cable TV and 

the internet.

Top entries 
in each category will be shown at the 

Cubberley Theater

4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

GREENLIGHT 
Earth Day Film Festival

Stanford men are splashing 
toward something very special
by Rick Eymer

W hile visions of an NCAA 
team championship dance 
merrily in the hearts and 

minds of the second-ranked Stan-
ford men’s swimming team, the 
swimmers are also aware of the 
steps needed to get themselves into 
position to compete for a national 
title. Senior Day is the next in a long 
road leading to College Station, 
Texas at the end of March.

The Cardinal (3-0, 5-0) meet vis-
iting Cal State Bakersfield on Friday 
at 1 p.m. in a nonconference meet 
and that’s merely the prelude to Sat-
urday’s 1 p.m. Pac-10 meet against 
visiting USC at 1 p.m., the final 
home meet of the season.

Saturday is shaping up as one 
of the truly significant water days 
in Stanford history. Not only does 
the men’s swimming team honor 
its seniors, there’s a women’s water 
polo tournament that features the 
top teams in the nation, and a syn-
chronized swimming competition 
against Incarnate Word. Stanford is 
the defending national champion in 
the sport.

The men are coming off their best 
swim meet of the season to date, a 
convincing 191-107 victory over de-
fending national champion Arizona. 
There’s never an easy Pac-10 week-
end though. The conference won 
seven of the 21 NCAA swimming 

and diving titles last year.
Stanford senior Paul Kornfeld 

won two of those events — the 100 
breast and 200 breast. Five of the 
top eight swimmers in each event 
were from the Pac-10, including the 
top three in the 100 breast.

“You’re racing against the best 
in every dual meet,” Kornfeld said. 
“That experience prepares you for 
the postseason meets.”

Stanford, which finished third last 
year at NCAAs, was one of three 
conference teams among the top 
four finishers in the nation.

Kornfeld is one of six seniors on 
the current squad who scored points, 
including relays, in last year’s NCAA 
championships and one of nine grad-
uating seniors (11 are listed on the 
roster) overall. Of the 14 swimmers 
who qualified for the national meet, 
13 of them return and 12 of them 
scored in the final meet.

Add a class of talented freshmen 
and it has the Stanford coaching 
staff talking big.

“You’d have to go back to the last 
time we won it in 1998 to find a 
team as deep,” Cardinal associate 
head coach Ted Knapp said. “We 
have sound guys at the top and two 
very special young classes that give 
us the depth.”

The Cardinal hasn’t gone home 
empty-handed all those years, fin-
ishing no lower than fourth since.

In addition to Kornfeld, seniors 
Jason Dunford, Chris Ash and Nate 
Cass each swam in a championship 
final, as did sophomores John Criste 
and Austin Staab, and junior Eugene 
Godsoe.

Seniors Phillip Morrison and Dan 
Priestley were members of Stanford 
relay teams that made the finals.

Juniors David Dunford, Andrew 
Trepp and sophomore David Mosko 
also finished among the top 16 in 
individual events, and all swam on 
relay teams. Senior Paul Zaich also 
qualified for the NCAA meet. 

“(Head coach) Skip Kenney (in 
his 29th year) and Ted Knapp (24th 
year) have played a part in develop-
ing a lot of talented swimmers over 
the years,” Olympian Jason Dunford 
said. “You can trust them because 
they have built great teams.”

Added Godsoe: “And when they 
say this is one of the best teams, you 
have to believe them. Theyíve seen 
a lot.”

It helps that the team has two 
Olympians in the Dunford brothers 
(competing for Kenya), two school 
recordholders in Kornfeld (100 
breast) and Staab (tied in 100 fly) 
and a recent National Swimmer of 
the Week honoree in Godsoe. And 
these guys are big fans of the fresh-
men class.

“They have been huge,” Dunford 
said. “The training has gone up a 

level because they have added so 
much energy.”

Added Staab: “They bring high 
intensity and that makes you work 
harder because you don’t want to be 
beaten by a freshman. They have re-
ally stepped it up.”

Chad La Tourette, Rob Andrew, 
Michael Zoldos and Bobby Bollier 
have been the most consistent of the 
10-member freshmen class and their 
strengths are in events in which 
Stanford did not score last year.

Another factor is senior diver 
Dwight Dumais, who sat out last 

season with a shoulder injury. There 
were a couple of years in which the 
Cardinal recorded the most swim-
ming points but did not score any 
diving points.

Training is geared with an eye 
on the NCAA swim meet, but this 
weekend belongs to the seniors.

“That’s half my relay,” Staab said. 
“Jason has helped me with my fly 
the past two years and Paul has 
helped me with my breast. Those 
two guys have been a great help to 
me and it’s a privilege to be able to 
swim with them one more time.” ■

Stanford senior Paul Kornfeld is the defending NCAA champion in both 
the 100- and 200-yard breaststrokes.

David G
onzales/Stanford Photo
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Bath Comfort of the Future, Today!

City of Palo Alto
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration has been prepared by the Palo Alto Department of 
Planning and Community Environment for the project listed below.  
This document will be available for review and comment during 
a minimum 30-day inspection period beginning February 10, 
2009 through March 11, 2009 during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 
12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.

This project is tentatively scheduled for consideration by the City 
Council at a public hearing on Monday, April 6, 2009 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Palo Alto City Council Chambers on the first floor of the 
Civic Center, located at 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. 

Foothills Fire Management Plan: The City of Palo Alto is 
proposing an update to the 1982 Foothill Fire Management Plan 
and 1997 staff update. The revised plan includes fuel treatment 
strategies for specifically indentified sensitive areas within Foothills 
Park, Pearson Arastradero Preserve, and segments of Skyline 
Boulevard, Page Mill, Arastradero, and Los Trancos Road.

 
Curtis Williams, Interim Director of Planning and 

Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers 
and Council Conference Room.  Sign language interpreters will be 
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

Stanford Invitational will sort out 
top women’s water polo teams

by Rick Eymer

L auren Silver figures that open-
ing the season against the na-
tion’s top-ranked teams is only 

natural. After all, she says, it’s part 
of the sport and part of competing 
in the country’s top conference.

“It’s who we happen to match 
up with,” the Stanford senior said. 
“You have to beat the best to be the 
best.”

Silver and her Cardinal women’s 
water polo teammates will be part 
of an intriguing weekend at Avery 
Aquatic Center. The top teams from 
around the country are in town for 
the Stanford Invitational (admission 
will be charged) and an early season 
match between the second-ranked 
Cardinal (1-0) and top-ranked USC 
on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. looms 
large.

Stanford opens its Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation season 
Friday with a home match against 
Hawaii at 4:30 p.m. before enter-
taining several top 10 teams over 
the weekend. Defending national 
champions UCLA and the United 
States National Team will also be 
on hand.

The weekend may feel more like 
a festival, as the men’s swimming 
team is in action Friday and Satur-
day and the defending national syn-
chronized swimming program will 
be competing all three days.

There will be plenty of Olympians 
on hand, and Menlo School could 
hold an impromptu reunion with 
several former Knights spread out 
among the invited teams. Sacred 
Heart Prep and Menlo-Atherton 
will also be represented.

“It’s a big, exciting weekend,” said 
Silver, Stanford’s leading scorer the 
past three years. “We get big, crazy 
fans and it’s a fun atmosphere to 
play in.”

The Invitational is a good indi-
cator of how the top teams stack 
up early in the season. It’s not just 
Stanford, UCLA and USC either. 
No. 4 Hawaii is also competing in 
the tournament, and No. 10 San Jose 
State just upset the Rainbow Wahi-
ne. Arizona State is ranked seventh 
in the nation.

“When I first started in water 
polo, Southern California domi-
nated the sport,” Silver said. “It’s 
amazing how it’s changed and there 
are great players from all over Cali-
fornia and everywhere.”

Stanford is a great place to start. 
The Cardinal returns three All-
Americans from last year’s team, 
and its third-place national finish. 
Silver, a first team pick, is joined by 
M-A grad Kelly Eaton and goalie 
Amber Oland as returning All-
Americans.

Olympian Jessica Steffens also 
returns to the mix after using her 

redshirt season to train with the na-
tional team.

Seniors Kira Hillman, Koree 
Blyleven and Heather West also re-
turn as leaders and top performers.

Steffens and Eaton leads a junior 
class that also includes Kelsey Hol-
souser and Alex Koran.

Oland is the star of the sophomore 
class, which also includes Kim Hall, 
Menlo School grad Kim Krueger, 
Jenna Gunderson, Chelsea Smith-
Carmichael, Emily Clopp and Allie 
Gerrity.

Every returning position player 
scored at least four goals and eight 
of them recorded double-digit 
goals. 

Sacred Heart Prep grad Pallavi 
Menon is among the six-member 
freshmen class that ranks among 
the nation’s best and also includes 
Cassie Churchside, Alyssa Lo, Me-
lissa Seidemann, Mimi Bury and 
Monica Coughlin.

“It’s been a long time this much 
depth at every position,” Stanford 
coach and M-A grad John Tanner 
said. “We don’t have to scramble to 
find solutions.”

Other locals who may be appear-
ing at Stanford include Sacred Heart 
Prep grad Adriana Vogt (San Jose 
State), Sacred Heart Prep grad KK 
Clark and Menlo School grads Me-
gan Burmeister and Camy Sullivan 
(UCLA). ■
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