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Palo Alto Weekly

Happy Holidays 
to our Midpeninsula readers!

It is the time of the year when we all should give thanks for our blessings. This year, Embarcadero Publishing 
Company is most thankful for the ongoing readership, enthusiasm and support of our three award-winning weekly 
area papers, our three popular websites and our e-daily weekday news digest: Express™. We thank you for your 
generous acceptance and support of our multimedia efforts this year. 

PaloAltoOnline.com

This season is a potentially challenging one for our local community-
based independent businesses. There is something simple and pro-
active you can do to help our local neighborhoods and communities 
this holiday season: Shop Local. As such, we would like to suggest 
to our community readership that, this holiday season, it would be a 
great time to show your support of our fine, locally-owned stores and 
restaurants with your shopping and dining dollars being spent right here 
at home. In doing so, you will have a tremendous dollar impact on our 
local business communities. 

Where we shop, where we eat and where we’ll have fun this holiday 
season — all of it helps to ensure that our one-of-a-kind Midpeninsula 
community businesses will continue to be integral to the distinctive 
character that is our home. 

Thank you for shopping and dining locally  
this season. Your patronage will make a major  

difference to our fine area retailers.

And please also consider supporting our 
Midpeninsula communities this season 
with a gift to the Holiday Fund we 
are sponsoring. In so doing, you give to 
nonprofit groups that work right here in 
your community. It’s a great way to ensure 
that your charitable donations are working 
at home. With your generosity, we can 
give a major boost to the programs in 
our community helping kids and families. 
Please visit our website to get all the 
details on how to give. Thank you.

Happy Holidays!

©2008 Embarcadero Publishing Company. Express™ is a trademark of Embarcadero Publishing Company. 
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A ssault charges against Palo 
Alto resident Joseph Anthony 
Ciampi, 41, were dismissed 

Wednesday, after a judge ruled that 
Palo Alto police officers acted il-
legally to lure Ciampi out of his 
parked van March 15. 

The incident, which escalated 
into a fight with three officers dur-
ing which police shot Ciampi twice 

with Tasers, ended with Ciampi’s 
arrest on charges of assaulting an 
officer.

Superior Court Judge Thang 
Nguyen Barrett dismissed the 
charges against Ciampi because he 
said everything that followed the 
police ruse was illegal. One of the 
officers had pretended to radio for 
a tow truck.

“This particular ruse, in this par-
ticular instance, was unlawful, and 
everything that follows was ille-
gal,” Barrett said. He cited a court 
decision that “law officials should 
not trample upon Constitutional 
rights” of people, saying that the 
conduct of the Palo Alto officers 
was “tainted.”

Ploys are often part of police 
work, “but there are limits to ruses 
used by police,” he said.

Palo Alto police officers believed 
their call-a-tow-truck ruse to get 
Ciampi out of his van was legal, 

Agent Dan 
Ryan said 
Wednesday 
evening in 
response to 
Barrett’s rul-
ing.

“The offi-
cers believed 
that their 
ruse was le-
gal, and this 
opinion was 

shared by the District Attorney’s of-
fice and the City Attorney’s office, 

prior to the court proceedings,” 
Ryan said in an e-mail statement to 
the Weekly.

“The court ruled today that the 
ruse was coercive, and therefore un-
lawful, so the case was dismissed. 
We accept that ruling.”

Ryan said the intention of the three 
officers involved was positive. 

“The officers attempted the ruse in 
an effort to identify the subject in the 
van. They wanted to determine if he 
was truly a threat to the neighbors, or 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Paul Llew
elyn

Judge sharply criticizes ‘tainted’ police action that 
tricked Joseph Anthony Ciampi to exit his van

by Don Kazak

S till shaken by allegations of 
racial profiling, the Palo Alto 
Police Department now is 

seeking to enlist some of its tough-
est critics in a long-term campaign 
to regain lost credibility.

A new “action plan” — presented 
to the City Council this week by 
outgoing Police Chief Lynne John-
son and her immediate replacement, 

Assistant Police Chief Dennis Burns 
— relies heavily on church leaders, 
students and minorities to help po-
lice convince the wider community 
that it does not practice racial pro-
filing.

These are the same groups that or-
ganized a protest march from East 
Palo Alto to the Palo Alto City Hall 
last month to protest what they per-

ceived to be the police department’s 
racial-profiling policies. 

The protest was sparked by com-
ments Johnson made at an Oct. 30 
community meeting. Johnson said 
officers are instructed to initiate 
“consensual contact” with African-
Americans whose descriptions 
match those of individuals involved 
in a recent wave of street robberies. 
Many interpreted the comments, as 
well as statements Johnson made in 
a subsequent TV interview, as en-
dorsing racial profiling (stopping or 
detaining someone based solely or 
primarily on race). 

The comments led to a media 
firestorm, community outrage and 
Johnson’s ultimate resignation.

The action plan, six weeks in 
the making, calls for increased 

diversity training for officers and 
members of the department’s com-
mand staff, regular meetings with 
student groups and church leaders, 
and broader outreach to surrounding 
towns, particularly East Palo Alto 
and Menlo Park.

Burns, who is slated to become 
acting chief after Johnson steps 
down on Dec. 19, noted that ex-
panding beyond Palo Alto would be 
unusual. He also said he was “confi-
dent it’s the right thing to do.”

“It’s going to yield better relation-
ships as we progress,” Burns said.

One proposal that sparked debate 
Monday night was the department’s 
call for a new Community Advisory 
Committee, a diverse board com-

Police unveil ‘action plan’  
to regain community’s trust

Plan aims to turn department’s biggest critics into allies
by Gennady Sheyner

A lifeline  
at risk

Palo Alto drop-in center 
may cut hours in half — 
increasing load on city 

human services
by Gennady Sheyner

T he economic downturn hit the 
Opportunity Center in Palo 
Alto with a one-two punch: 

Donations ran dry even as the num-
ber of homeless people seeking help 
swelled. 

And a continuing bleak finan-
cial forecast may force the center 
to drastically cut service hours or 
eliminate services, forcing thou-
sands of homeless persons to seek 
food, clothes and counseling else-
where. 

The center is housed in a five-sto-
ry stucco building with arched en-
tryways, glass doors and a sprawling 
ground floor that includes an out-
door courtyard, a computer room, 
offices, lockers, a playroom with 
computers, and a small dining area 
where about a dozen visitors were 
eating peanut butter sandwiches, 
muffins and cake on a recent cold 
morning. 

Its upper floors include 88 low-
cost apartments, including 70 stu-
dios and 18 one- and two-bedroom 
apartments for families.

Two years ago, when the $24-
million center on Encina Avenue 
opened its doors, city and church 
leaders heralded it as a bright 
community gem, a much-needed 
safety net for the city’s most vul-
nerable residents. Community 
members raised $6 million for 
the new center and city, county, 
state and federal grants took care 
of the rest.

A key element of the fundraising 
was that the center would bring to-
gether a variety of community and 

Baby, it’s cold outside …
Temperatures dipped even lower at Skyline Ridge, as lower-level rain turned into snow — even in Palo Alto. Unseasonably cold weather 
was forecast through yesterday, with an uptick predicted for the weekend. 

ECONOMY

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Assault charges dismissed in Palo Alto Taser case

(continued on page 16)

(continued on page 15)(continued on page 14)

Joseph Anthony 
Ciampi
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Our
Town

by Don Kazak

Spreading holiday cheer

A lmost two dozen children last 
week lined up in front of the 
Christmas tree at the Palo 

Alto Nursing Center, on Bryant 
Street near downtown Palo Alto. 
They were there to sing carols to 
the patients.

The children, all 8 or younger, in-
cluded girls in green and red velvet 
dresses. “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer” were among the songs, along 
with a reminder that “The Little 
Drummer Boy” is best when sung 
by children.

More than 20 patients, many in 
wheelchairs, sat at a large table or 
against nearby walls, listening.

When the singing was over, the 
children said, together, “Merry 
Christmas, everyone!”

Then they went to the patients and 
passed out small Styrofoam Christ-
mas trees with little decorations on 
them, which the kids had made.

It’s part of the “Bright Lights” 
program sponsored by St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Palo Alto that 
Gail Grant started six years ago.

The children make crafts with a 
seasonal theme and visit the nurs-
ing home each month to sing to the 
patients and give them small gifts.

For Christmas, the children wore 
small halos because, Grant said, 
smiling, “We’re all angels.”

The kids seem to like it as much 
as the patients, most of whom are 
elderly.

“I wanted to do something where 
the children are giving,” Grant said. 
She also volunteers twice a week at 
the Opportunity Center in Palo Alto 
and is on the board of directors of 
the Downtown Streets Team.

While “Bright Lights” is spon-
sored by St. Marks, only a few fam-
ilies are church members. Mostly, 
kids and parents recruit each other.

“I heard about it at preschool,” 
Becca King, whose daughters par-
ticipate, said. They’ve been part of 
the effort for nine months.

“Bright Lights” has about 25 chil-
dren this year and were accompa-
nied last week by their moms, and 
two dads. Because it has spread 
word-of-mouth, with new children 
joining last week, there is a current 
concentration of parents and chil-
dren from Fairmeadow Elementary 
School in south Palo Alto.

Some families have been part of 
“Bright Lights” for several years.

Chris Graf, with two daughters 
and a son, has been coming to the 

program for five years, when one of 
her daughters was 9 months old.

“They love coming,” she said.
“I like the crafts and singing,” her 

son, Mike, said.
Others have more philosophical 

reasons, in addition to teaching 
their children to give to others.

Mimi Funabiki has been coming 
to the nursing home for five years 
with her son and daughter. 

“We want them to not be afraid of 
old people,” she said.

After singing carols in front of 
the Christmas tree, the children 
walked through the halls of the 
nursing home singing “Jingle Bells” 
and waving at the patients in each 
room. Some children shyly stepped 
into rooms to give patients their 
gifts.

“Going into the rooms has had 
the most impact on the kids and 
their parents,” Grant said. “Some 
of the patients are bedridden and 
I was concerned the kids would be 
frightened. So I tell them, ‘Who do 
you know who can’t walk and needs 
help feeding themselves?’ ‘Babies,’ 
they said, and that seemed to really 
click with them.”

Patients “just love it,” Tina Pahler, 
activities director at the Palo Alto 
Nursing Center, said. “They just to-
tally look forward to it.”

The singing and small gifts elicit 
smiles from the patients.

“They’re terrific and we antici-
pate their coming,” June Kuhnley, 
86, said. She’s been a patient at the 
nursing home for four years and was 
born and raised in Palo Alto.

“I keep all their gifts in my room,” 
she said. “One girl was crawling 
when she first came and now she’s 
5. They get to know us and we get 
to know them.”

Kuhnley gave another reason why 
the elderly patients enjoy seeing the 
kids.

“Looking at them brings back 
memories of our children and can 
bring tears to your eyes,” she said. 

Senior Staff Writer Don Kazak 
can be e-mailed at dkazak@paweek-
ly.com.
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‘They’re terrific and 
we anticipate their 
coming.’

–June KuhnleyTHE WOODSIDE
BAKERY & CAFÉ
E u r o p e a n  S t y l e  B a k e r y  &  C a f é

Prime Rib, Maine Lobster, Duck Two Ways, 
Roasted Rack of Pork and more…

Please call (650) 851-0812

WB
C

OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK

CAFE:  LUNCH: 11-4  
DINNER: 4-9  &  
BREAKFAST: Sat-Sun

   BAKERY:  6am-6pm 

3052 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 

BAKERY:  650-851-7247 
CAFE:  650-851-0812

Come 
See 

Our New 

Look!

Prime Rib, Maine Lobster, Duck Two Ways, me Rib, Maine Lobster, Duck Two WPrime Rib, Maine Lobster, Duck Two Ways, 
Roasted Rack of Pork and more…Roasted Rack of Pork and more…

Celebrate Christmas Eve Dinner at

Woodside Bakery & Cafe
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Upfront

Bath Comfort of the Future, Today!

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.  

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

License #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

Thrifts thrive  
as economy dives

Professionals, others flock to second-hand stores
by Sue Dremann

BUSINESS

A rea bargain shops and second-
hand stores are thriving in the 
economic crisis, according to 

local shop owners.
No longer just the purview of 

women who love the thrill of the 
hunt for bargains or people on fixed 
incomes, the second-hand market is 
seeing a new breed of shopper — 
middle-class shoppers seeking cut-
rate Pradas and Oscar de la Renta, 
store owners said.

“More professionals are coming 
for work clothes. We get a lot of Re-
altors coming in,” said Joann Ha-
maker, owner of Merry-Go-Round 
in Menlo Park. The Santa Cruz 
Avenue consignment store has been 
offering nearly new ladies wear and 
designer clothes since 1966, she 
said. Many of her clients are in their 
30s and 40s, she said. 

“I got a fabulous full-length gold 
and ecru coat with faux-fur trim for 
$47 that was $95,” a woman wrote 
recently on the website Yelp, where 
news of recent conquests and tips 
for bargain hunters abound.

At The Shop, run by the Junior 
League of Palo Alto/Midpeninsula, 
a Christopher Fischer cashmere 
sweater recently sold for $35 — a 
savings of $200 from retail, another 
Yelper said.

But buyers beware. The pair of 
AG jeans in just the right size is no 
doubt being coveted by others, and 
it’s not unusual for some buyers to 
resort to subterfuge to get them.

At the Palo Alto Goodwill shop 
the competition was fierce recently.

“I had my Hudson jeans and gave 
them to my husband to hold. And 
this lady tried to ask me for them 
and I said, ‘No. I’m keeping them.’ 
And then she tries to go up to my 
husband and get them,” Shauna M., 
an Atherton resident, warned other 
would-be shoppers.

At Afterwards in Menlo Park, 
where designer-label clothing can 
be had for one-third the retail price, 
business is definitely going up, own-
er Katie Hanson said.

“When times are good, business 
is good, and when times are bad, 
business is good as well,” she said.

On a recent weekday, two young 

men tried on jeans and belts at the 
El Camino “luxury” consignment 
center. Afterwards is one of the few 
places where men’s apparel is also 
sold, Hanson said.

People have been coming in from 
as far away as Walnut Creek and 
San Jose, she added, and she sees 
everyone from Stanford educators 
and researchers to out-of-town visi-
tors from New York.

People aren’t just snapping up 
items, they’re bringing them in to 
the consignment store as well, to 
make a little money, said Barbara 
Cameron, a sales associate who has 
worked at the 18-year-old store for 
the last 12 years. 

Afterwards also has a furnishings 
store, where people drop off tables, 
chairs, lamps and the like when 
they are redecorating their homes, 
she added. 

Hamaker of Merry-Go-Round 
has been seeing the same trend. 
While clothes are going out the 
door, they’re also coming in. Forty 
percent of the sale price goes back 
to the consignee when the garment 
is sold. 

At the Bargain Box on Califor-
nia Avenue in Palo Alto, manager 
Chrissy Holmes has been seeing 
new faces in the store, which has 
been around for 53 years.

The biggest sales are in the wom-
en’s department, where bric-a-brac 
and jewelry reign. Younger people 
are coming in, in search of vintage 
clothing, she said.

But the shop is in a bit of a quan-
dary. While there are more buyers, 
there’s less to sell, and Holmes is 
desperate for donations.

“People are hanging on to stuff 
longer,” she said.

At Trappings of Time, a vintage-
clothing store on Hamilton Avenue 
in Palo Alto, budget-minded people 
are also renting clothes. The store 
does a brisk business with middle-
age women from Los Altos, Ather-
ton and Portola Valley, in search of 
evening dresses for parties, but who 
don’t want to pay through the nose 
for something new.

Joann Hamaker, owner of the Merry-Go-Round consignment shop in 
Menlo Park, arranges suits on a rack. Most of her clientele are in their 
30s and 40s.

(continued on page 7)
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

BOWING OUT ... When Mayor 
Larry Kleintook over his post in 
January, he declared “Taking 
Care of Business” the theme 
of the year. On Monday, as he 
prepared to chair his final City 
Council meeting, Klein said he 
was confident the mission was 
accomplished. As evidence, he 
pointed to the recently passed 
library bond, the city’s selection 
of a new city manager, council’s 
work on the Stanford University 
Medical Center expansion proj-
ect and the city’s progress on a 
new police building. “We have a 
lot to be proud of,” Klein told his 
council colleagues before thank-
ing them, as well as city staff, for 
what he called an “exceptional 
year.” He also laughed off a pre-
viously published story question-
ing whether council members 
work hard enough to justify their 
salaries. After a year that fea-
tured 43 council meetings, total-
ing 175 hours, he estimated the 
council makes just above mini-
mum wage. Councilman Jack 
Morton, an accountant, offered 
an even lower off-hand estimate 
when Klein jokingly asked him 
how much he thinks the council 
makes. “It’s probably 10 cents an 
hour,” Morton said.

IRISH BOON ... Few countries 
know more about economic 
growth and entrepreneurship 
than Ireland, which transformed 
itself from a poor nation to one of 
the world’s richest in little more 
than a decade. So it’s not sur-
prising that Irish President Mary 
McAleese paid a visit to Stanford 
University last week to strength-
en the ties between Ireland and 
Silicon Valley. McAleese’s mes-
sage was generally hopeful, ac-
cording to the Irish Times. “We’re 
heading into a very difficult pe-
riod,” McAleese was quoted as 
saying. “But we’ve also come out 
of an extraordinary time, a time 
when the whole of Irish fortunes 
were turned around, when we 
told a story about ourselves that 
we never thought possible.” 

TURKEY TROT TRIUMPH ... 
Every City Council member 
knows how to run for office. 
But last month, Councilwoman 
Yoriko Kishimoto proved she 
can flat-out run. On Monday, 
Kishimoto was applauded for 
placing second in the women’s 

5K in her age group in the Silicon 
Valley Turkey Trot, which took 
place on Thanksgiving morn-
ing. City Manager James Keene 
let the cat out of the bag at 
Monday’s council meting. “We 
thought that was exemplary and 
deserved recognition,” Keene 
said, prompting applause from 
her colleagues and the Council 
Chamber audience. It’s not clear 
whether Keene, who is an avid 
runner, plans to take part in the 
race next year. But Kishimoto 
said she expects strong results 
from him if he does. “I expect our 
city manager to place next year,” 
Kishimoto said.

CIVIC OVERENGAGEMENT ... 
Civic engagement is a wonderful 
thing, city officials agree. But too 
much citizen participation can 
also be frustrating, particularly 
when residents appeal to com-
missions about issues these 
commissions have no authority 
over. The city’s Architectural 
Review Board knows all about 
these frustrations. The board 
— which reviews designs of 
proposed developments — rou-
tinely gets besieged by residents 
concerned about zoning, parking 
or other issues generally handled 
by the city’s Planning and 
Transportation Commission. So 
when the Architectural Review 
Board and the City Council met 
Monday for their annual ses-
sion, members of both bodies 
tried to figure out how to direct 
concerned citizens in the right 
direction. Suggestions included 
making a flow chart detailing the 
application process, directing 
citizens’ comments to appropri-
ate city staff and holding special 
meetings for board chairs to map 
out the application process. A 
few councilmembers also noted 
the main reason for residents’ 
misdirected comments is that 
major projects typically bounce 
between the architectural board, 
the planning commission and the 
council before they’re approved. 
Given the complex process, it’s 
the responsibility of city leaders 
to clarify the workflow for the 
citizenry and direct questions to 
appropriate commissions, Mayor 
Larry Klein argued. “We’re 
marching uphill,” Klein said. “The 
burden is on us, rather than on 
the citizens, because the pro-
cess is counterintuitive.” 

“When times are good, business  
is good, and when times are bad, 
business is good as well.” 

Stock Up for the Holidays 
the JJ & F Way!!

Featured Seasonal Items
Holiday Beverages
Red Hook Winter Ale
6 PK - 12 oz. bottles ............................................................ $6.99 + CRV
Clover Organic Eggnog .................................................... $3.49 quart
Gruet Brut or Rosé Methode Champenoise
Sparkling Wine from New Mexico ....... $12.99 per 750 ML - $155.50/case

Main Course
USDA Choice Prime Rib Roast .......................................$9.99 pound
Fresh Range Grown Diestel Turkeys ...............................$2.49 pound
Raw Prawns - Mexican whites
15 and under size ................................................................$17.99 pound

Produce
Bluelake Beans .................................................................$1.59 pound
Big Jim Navel Oranges ......................................... 4 pounds for $1.50

Celebrating its 60th Year in Palo Alto
Winner of the 2007 “Tall Tree” Best Business Award

520 College Avenue at El Camino  650-857-0901
www.JJandF.com

JJ & F Food Store

*Seasonal Special Prices Expire 12/31/08

At Middlefi eld/Embarcadero, 
Palo Alto

Info: andrebobo@aol.com

Share a part of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School Blood Center

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

—Katie Hanson, owner of the consignment store  
Afterwards in Menlo Park, on the increase in  
shoppers. See story on page 5. 
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Poor bond market may not hinder library renovations
Plan borrows from General Fund for final design work,  

repays when municipal-bond market improves
by Gennady Sheyner

Green forces clash in city’s composting debate
Sides split on future of Palo Alto’s 7.5-acre facility 

by Gennady Sheyner

COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT

T oday’s bleak municipal-bond 
market, hit hard by the national 
economic crisis, doesn’t have to 

slow down the rebuilding of Palo Alto’s 
libraries under the $76 million library 
bond approved by voters Nov. 4, accord-
ing to a plan outlined by city staff.

The only immediate funds needed 
are about $4 million for design work 
on library rebuilding and $400,000 for 
other required contracts over the next 
two months, according to a new staff 
report. 

The staff is recommending borrow-
ing that amount from the city’s General 
Fund and repaying it in the spring of 
2010, when the city would need to sell 
bonds so construction can begin after 
the final design work and approvals are 
completed. 

The plan, presented as a non-action 
informational report to the City Council 
Monday night, would mean the current 
downturn in the municipal-bond market 
would not likely affect the library proj-
ect — unless the bleak conditions persist 
into 2010, according to Lalo Perez, di-

rector of administrative services.
“We’re at least a year away from issu-

ing bonds, so the current market condi-
tions are not much of a concern,” Perez 
said. “We can only hope things will get 
better.”

The plan to borrow from, then reim-
burse, the General Fund was suggested 
by staff before Measure N was passed 
on Nov. 4. While Measure N gave the 
city the green light to issue $76 million 
in bonds it created no timeline require-
ments. So the city can wait until the need 
for money is particularly urgent or until 
interest rates on municipal bonds become 
favorable before issuing any bonds.

The new report advises the council to 
do just that.

“It would be inefficient and more cost-
ly to issue general obligation bonds at 
this time and more optimal to wait until 
the first phase of construction begins,” 
the report states.

Meanwhile, the city could proceed 
with design plans. Officials expect to 
approve design contracts for Mitchell 
Park and Downtown libraries in the next 

two months, launching the design phase. 
Construction contracts would then be 
awarded in spring of 2010. 

Under the proposed plan, the Mitch-
ell Park Library and separate Commu-
nity Center would be combined in a 
new building and expanded to include 
a children’s area, space for teenagers, a 
program room and group-study rooms. 
The plan calls for a new 15,000-square-
foot community room, which would re-
place the current Community Center 
building and which would be attached 
to the library.

The Downtown Library would be re-
furbished and receive seismic and fire-
safety upgrades.

City officials said they expect to begin 
designing renovations on the Main Li-
brary in late 2010. These would include 
new group-study rooms, lighting up-
grades and a new “program space” that 
would seat 100 people. 

The council is expected to vote on the 
plan in January or February. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner can be 
e-mailed at gsheyner@paweekly.com. 

A four-hour-long debate on the fu-
ture of composting in Palo Alto 
ended in a stalemate at Monday 

night’s City Council meeting, as both 
the public and council members split 
over whether parkland or composting 
is more consistent with the city’s green 
ideals.

And while both sides of the debate 
are entrenched in their opinions, Bob 
Wenzlau thinks there should be middle 
ground. 

Wenzlau, the founding father of the 
city’s curbside-recycling program in the 
1970s and a member of the former Zero 
Waste Task Force, said he is thrilled to 
see the city’s top environmentalists ar-
guing over whether it’s greener to pre-
serve parkland or to keep composting in 
the city.

At issue is the 7.5-acre composting fa-
cility, which currently stands on a 126-
acre landfill that is scheduled to close in 
2011. When that happens, composting 
operations would cease and the acreage 
would become open parkland, as en-
visioned in the city’s Baylands Master 
Plan. Any other uses for the land would 
require approval by city voters.

Parkland conservationists are eagerly 
anticipating the landfill’s closure and the 
expansion of the existing Byxbee Park. 
But to composting proponents, includ-
ing Wenzlau, the facility’s closure would 
leave a gaping hole in the city’s green 
movement.

In Wenzlau’s view, Monday’s argu-
ment proved futile largely because it 
was framed by a staff report that was 
at best incomplete. The report offered 
the council just three alternatives: to 
extend current composting operations at 
the city’s landfill to 2013 while a blue-

ribbon task force looks for a long-term 
solution; to close the composting facility 
by July 2011 as scheduled, while the task 
force conducts its study; or to stick with 
the default plan to shut down composting 
operations in 2011 and not conduct any 
additional major studies.

But Wenzlau sees other possibilities, 
including opening a new compost opera-
tion near the Water Treatment Plant on 
the western periphery of Byxbee Park 
or, perhaps, on land north of an existing 
runway at the Palo Alto Airport.

He acknowledges, however, that either 
of these options would be a tough sell. 
He’s talked to the pro-park and pro-com-
post factions and has found them both to 
be unyielding, he said. 

Wenzlau’s experience in recycling 
and composting dates back to the early 
1970s, when he ran his first recycling 
center as a high school student in San 
Marino. He enrolled in Stanford Univer-
sity, but dropped out of school to work 
with Palo Alto to establish a pioneering 
curbside-recycling program. 

Before long, Palo Alto, Berkeley and 
a handful of other cities were recycling 
pioneers.

Over the years, he watched recycling 
transform from a marginal alternative to 
a norm.

“We felt like we changed the world, 
and it was amazing,” Wenzlau said.

Hospital employees win lottery
Fifteen employees at El Camino Hospital in Moun-

tain View won more than $150,000 collectively from the 
California State Lottery last week, according to lottery 
officials. (Posted Dec. 12 at 9:02 a.m.)

City ponders major electricity projects
Palo Alto officials are wrestling with a pleasant problem 

these days: what to do with all that money spilling out of 
the city’s utility piggy bank. (Posted Dec. 12 at 9:18 a.m.)

Cuts could ‘derail’ Ravenswood schools
While the Ravenswood City School District in East 

Palo Alto likely will not have to layoff teachers, it is look-
ing at chopping $2 million from its $40 million budget 
if the state’s proposed $4.5 billion budget cut is imple-
mented. (Posted Dec. 12 at 9:25 a.m.)

Alcohol a factor in Oct. 2 Palo Alto crash
The driver of the van that crashed into a tree at Peers 

Park in Palo Alto in the early morning hours of Oct. 2 was 
impaired by alcohol, Police Agent Dan Ryan said. (Posted 
Dec. 12 at 11:18 a.m.)

Police arrest suspect in Dec. 4 chase
The man who backed into a Palo Alto motorcycle of-

ficer then eluded police after a high-speed chase through 
Palo Alto neighborhoods was arrested Friday afternoon in 
a suburb of Kansas City, Mo. Police and marshals arrested 
Pascual Nuno Martinez, 50, at a friend’s house in Liberty, 
a suburb of Kansas City. (Posted Dec. 12 at 10:39 p.m.)

Bank robber walks away from Wachovia
A man robbed a Wachovia Bank in Palo Alto late 

Friday afternoon and escaped on foot, police reported. 
(Posted Dec. 12 at 10:52 p.m.)

Suspect named in EPA shooting
Tyrone “Ty” Bradford, 23, has been identified as the 

prime suspect in one of a wave of recent shootings in 
East Palo Alto. The East Palo Alto Police Department 
issued an arrest warrant for Bradford on Friday, relating 
to the shooting Monday night of a 43-year-old East Palo 
Alto resident in the 2800 block of Illinois Street. (Posted 
Dec. 13 at 11:09 a.m.)

Fee for plastic and paper bags
Santa Clara County officials next year will consider 

an ordinance that would require retailers such as gro-
cery stores to charge customers fees for using nonreus-
able paper and plastic bags, according to a Department of 
Agriculture and Environmental Management spokesman. 
(Posted Dec. 15 at 8:50 a.m.)

EPA Farmers Market celebrates first year
The East Palo Alto Farmers Market will celebrate its 

first year of operation on Sunday, Dec. 21, with hot bever-
ages, local performance artists, snacks and raffle draw-
ings. (Posted Dec. 15 at 1:52 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto On-
line throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.
PaloAltoOnline.com/news or click on “News” in the left, 
green column.

Bob Wenzlau, CEO of Terradex and former member of Palo Alto’s Zero Waste 
Task Force, stands at the compost center in the Baylands, which has sparked 
much community debate about its future use.

(continued on page 17)

Furs, capes and dresses 
have been popular, owner 
Katherine Manzini said. And 
for $40 or $50, she’ll outfit a 
customer with the dress, hat, 
gloves and purse, she said.

Last week, a younger crowd 
flooded the store, when Face-
book hosted a ’20s and ’30s 
party for 750 employees, she 
said.

But Afterwards’ Hanson 
stressed that the real bargain 
isn’t in the clothing — it’s in 

shopping locally. And she 
gets a little tired of reporters 
stressing the economy angle, 
she said. 

“We need to encour-
age people to shop locally. 
(Many local businesses) are 
quiet now. We have a lot of 
regulars — people who are 
saying, ‘I’m going to shop 
now where I will get service.’ 
There’s a loyalty that devel-
ops where everybody knows 
everyone by name. They want 
the relationship,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue 
Dremann can be e-mailed at 
sdremann@paweekly.com.

Thrifts
(continued from page 5)

Veronica W
eber
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Upfront

Phyllis Seidman memorial service set for Jan. 4
A memorial service and reception for Phyllis Seidman — who died 

Dec. 2 after she was hit by a vehicle while crossing a street in her wheel-
chair — has been scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 4, from 1 to 6 p.m. at the 
Crowne Plaza Cabaña Hotel in south Palo Alto. 

The service, featuring comments by family members and friends, will 
be from 1 to 3 p.m., followed by a reception from 3 to 6 p.m. There will 
be time for members of the audience to add personal remembrances of 
Seidman, according to her daughters, Jennifer Seidman of Oakland and 
Karen Seidman of Pacifica. 

They request people RSVP so they have an advance sense of how many 
people might be attending to plan seating and food. A friend has set up 
a special website in Seidman’s name through which people can respond: 
www.PhyllisSeidman.org. 

In lieu of flowers, the daughters request contributions to two orga-
nizations, designated in memory of Phyllis Seidman: The MS Society, 
1700 Owens St., Suite 190, San Francisco, CA 95158, and San Francisco 
Samoyed Rescue (SFSR), 221 Mirada Ave., San Rafael, CA 94903. 

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Reopening Garland Elementary is a top priority
Pushed by new housing, the Palo Alto Unified School District is likely 

to grow by 1,221 students in the next five years, the school board learned 
Monday. 

Enrollment projections predict 271 additional elementary-school stu-
dents, 413 more middle-school students and 437 additional high-school 
students.

On Dec. 15 the board focused on finding space for classrooms at ele-
mentary schools where enrollment already is up 200 students this year. 

Garland “in terms of supply and demand” led the top-three list for ex-
pansion of student capacity. Superintendent Kevin Skelly did not present 
cost estimates for reopening the school, planned for 2010. 

Second is Juana Briones Elementary School, where “not a whole lot of 
construction will happen, just reconfiguring,” Skelly said.  

Fairmeadow Elementary School ranked third in priority.
At the next board meeting on Jan. 13, the board will discuss reopening 

Garland, the attendance-boundary plan, building space at Ohlone and 
staff recommendations on budget. 

—Emilie Doolittle

Blaze destroys Eichler home on Edgewood Drive
A fire that began when a worker rubbed an interior wall with his hand, 

creating static, destroyed a three-bedroom home on Edgewood Drive in 
Palo Alto and sent the worker to the hospital with a burned arm Tuesday 
afternoon.

The fire began at 2:06 p.m., at 1930 Edgewood Drive, near Greer Road. 
It took about an hour for firefighters from Palo Alto and Menlo Park to 
douse the flames, while smoke billowed out to the surrounding blocks.

The fire appeared to have started when a cabinet worker rubbed the 
wall with his hand, creating a static spark, said Mark Thomas, who was 
also working inside the Eichler-style house when the fire erupted. Within 
minutes, the flames spread throughout the whole house, Thomas said.

The house had been undergoing renovations since March and work-
ers were expecting to complete the remodeling process within a month, 
said house owner Anna Messner. She was staying at an apartment 
building in Palo Alto while the house was undergoing renovations. 
She said she wasn’t sure whether her insurance company would cover 
the fire damage. 

—Gennady Sheyner

Palo Alto police arrest suspected auto burglars
Palo Alto police, following a tip from a resident, have arrested two men 

in connection with a series of auto burglaries in Palo Alto, San Mateo, 
Santa Clara and San Jose, Detective Brian Philip said.

A resident jotted down the license number of a car Dec. 10 that was 
seen in the 300 block of Homer Avenue. The resident told police that the 
vehicle’s occupant may have committed an auto burglary.

On Tuesday, police contacted the vehicle’s owner, Tizoc Loredo, 29, of 
Alviso, who was on probation in Santa Clara County.

A “probation search” of his home and vehicle “yielded stolen property 
from multiple auto burglaries,” Philip said. Some of the property was 
reported stolen just hours earlier by San Mateo police.

Police also recovered a loaded .22 caliber handgun from beneath the 
seat of Loredo’s vehicle, Philip said. Additional ammunition for the gun 
was hidden in an ash tray.

Loredo was arrested for a probation violation and on a warrant, but 
will also face “numerous charges” for burglary, weapons violations and 
fraudulent credit card use, Philip said.

Police also arrested Mario Soria, 23, for an outstanding robbery war-
rant, and he will also face charges for a San Mateo auto burglary. 

—Don Kazak

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM
This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes 
healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than 
80% of  children achieve long-term weight loss through this program – and parents lose 
weight too! The new session starts in January 2009, so call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. 
Spaces are limited. 

COMFORT TECHNIQUES FOR LABOR
For couples who have already completed Childbirth Prep, this new class offers 
additional practice on relaxation, breathing and comfort measures for labor.

 - Saturday, January 17, 2009

MANAGING YOUR ADHD CHILD’S BEHAVIOR
Join clinical child psychologist Dr. Betsy Corrin for an evening devoted on how to 
set up structures at home to keep ADHD children on task with independence and 
less prompting.

 - Tuesday, January 27, 2009

2ND ANNUAL AUTISM CONFERENCE
This one-day conference provides parents, teachers, psychologists and care providers 
of  autistic children with information on current evidence-based therapies. Experts 
will also give an overview of  clinical and basic science research in autism being 
undertaken at Packard Children’s Hospital and Stanford University. For more 
information, call (650) 724-5050.

 - Tuesday, February 7, 2009

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

YogaMindWarriorBody
Opening in Palo Alto 
on January 1, 2009

. . . Experience the unique fusion of
Explosive Kettlebell Techniques and 

Fluid Yoga Movements . . .

. . . Where deep self awareness, fl uid movement 
and confi dent strength converge . . .

Studio located at 609B Cowper

408-930-7262
www.YogaMindWarriorBody.com

For information 
and donations

go to
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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T here’s no place like home, the 
adage goes, but Palo Altans 
John and Danielle Mewes try 

their best to give families with chil-
dren being treated at Lucile Pack-
ard Children’s Hospital the next 
best thing. 

The Mewes family has been 
opening the cottage in front of their 
Old Palo Alto home to out-of-town 
guests with hospitalized children 
since 2000.

Guest families, many of whom 
have been turned away from the 
Ronald McDonald House and would 
otherwise either need to stay in a ho-
tel or be separated from their child, 
pay no rent and can stay for as long 
as needed. Amenities include a liv-
ing/bedroom, full kitchen and full 
bathroom, detached from the main 
house.

The Meweses got the idea to open 
their guest cottage after they had an 
experience with a hospitalized child. 
They thought about how difficult that 
situation must be for families who 
come from out of the area. Their cot-
tage was seldom used by their own 
family, so it seemed a natural step to 
offer it to others, they said.

“Our daughter was a preemie, 
so we experienced how scary it is 
to have a child in the hospital. It’s 
so hard, so emotionally draining,” 
Danielle Mewes said. The couple 
contacted the hospital about sharing 

their guest unit. They felt it might 
be therapeutic, both for themselves 
and for the families who would stay 
there, she said.

“When you help someone else, 
you also help yourself. It’s some-
thing we could do pretty easily,” 
she said.

For the past eight years, they’ve 
had almost constant long-term guests, 
save for a period of renovation to 
make the unit more comfortable.

The Meweses make sure to give 
their guests privacy, interacting with 
them only on a casual basis. This not 
only gives the guest families plenty 
of personal space, but also prevents 
the Meweses from becoming overly 
emotionally intertwined with the 
lives of their guests, she said.

“We usually get to know the fami-
lies a bit but we’re careful to keep 
boundaries and not become hugely 
involved. They live their own lives,” 
she said.

The Meweses’ children, ages 12 
and 15, do take an interest in the 
younger kids who stay at the cot-
tage, and some families have kept 
in touch over the years. “We really 
leave the relationship up to them,” 
Mewes said of her guests.

Erin Champion, Lucile Packard 
Department of Housing manager, is 
responsible for placing families with 
the Meweses. So far, every family 
has been a good fit. 

“Erin is never wrong. She finds 
us the nicest people and we’ve never 
had a problem,” Mewes said.

The cottage’s current occupants 
are Nick and Clare Villacreses, 
whose 20-month-old son Zachary 
was diagnosed with a rare form of 

liver cancer in October. The South-
ern California-based family was told 
Lucile Packard would be the best 
place for their child to be treated, 
but that his treatment would include 
eight rounds of chemotherapy, a sur-
gery, then further rounds of chemo.

“It’s a really long procedure. And 
the idea of staying up there for six 
months freaked us out. Hotels are so 
expensive; it was very scary,” Clare 
Villacreses said. The couple con-
tacted their social worker at the hos-
pital and after an interview process, 
they were granted the Meweses’ 
guest unit. 

“We didn’t know what we were 
going to do. It was a godsend to be 
offered the cottage,” Villacreses 
said.

The Villacreses family finds 
their accommodations “very com-
fortable.” And though it’s hard to 
be away from home, Palo Alto is 
a beautiful place, Villacreses said. 
The family has to be cautious with 
activities, as Zachary is at risk of 
infection, but trips to local restau-
rants and parks, along with walks 
around the neighborhood, have be-
come enjoyable parts of the family’s 
routine.

“It’s so much better having a place 
to come home to. It’s your place, not 
some cold hotel,” Villacreses said. 

The couple takes turns staying with 
Zachary in Palo Alto, alternating ev-
ery few weeks to stay with their two 
older children in Laguna Nigel. 

“It’s a really trying situation to be 
in a strange town with a sick child 
and to try to find a place to live. Ev-
eryone has been so nice and accom-
modating, and I want everyone to 
know how much what they’re doing 
means. It means an awful lot,” Vil-
lacreses said.

For Mewes, the rewards of sharing 
their home with others are great.

“It teaches us a lot and gives us 
as much as it gives them. My kids 
can see that life can be hard, but you 
deal with it. It’s just amazing to be 
helping people in a relatively easy 
way that helps them in a huge way,” 
she said.  

Editorial Assistant Karla Kane 
can be e-mailed at kkane@
paweekly.com. 

Neighborhoods
A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

COMMUNITY SHARING ... 
Duveneck-St. Francis resident 
Lenore Cymes is collecting do-
nations of non-perishable food 
and diapers in her driveway at 
714 Wildwood Lane, located 
between Embarcadero Road 
and Channing Avenue near the 
corner of Channing. Cymes has 
been collecting food to help the 
needy for Loaves and Fishes, 
a soup kitchen in San Jose, 
for several years. This year, the 
need is particularly great, as 
many more people are showing 
up at food banks and kitchens 
and donations are down, she 
said. Cymes will continue to 
collect items through Saturday, 
Dec. 20. She’s asking for practi-
cal foods. “Please don’t clean 
out your pantry and give me 
your gourmet items that you 
don’t want to eat,” she said.

FATAL INTERSECTION GETS 
REVIEW ... The intersection of 
Cowper Street and Embarca-
dero Road, where wheelchair-
bound resident Phyllis Seidman, 
66, was struck and killed by an 
SUV on Dec. 2, will be analyzed 
by city traffic engineers and Palo 
Alto police, according to Gayle 
Likens, city transportation divi-
sion director. Likens said her de-
partment is waiting for the com-
pleted accident report before 
studying the intersection. Poten-
tial recommendations for safety 
improvements could materialize 
in early January, she said.

’TIS THE SEASON ... Palo 
Alto Police Officer Ken Dueker 
reminds residents to include 
safety and security into holi-
day activities. A holiday vaca-
tion or shopping trip can pro-
vide opportunities for thieves. 
Here are a few of Dueker’s tips 
for a safe and secure holiday 
season: Reduce chances of 
pick-pocketing and strong-arm 
robbery by carrying a limited 
amount of cash and few credit 
cards. Keep valuables in sepa-
rate pockets. Stay in well-lit, 
well-traveled areas. Keep cars 
locked at all times, never leave 
a car running and do not leave 
anything visible. And keep 
all home windows and doors 
locked at all times. During va-
cation, have a trusted neighbor 
watch the house. Stop mail and 
newspaper deliveries. Use a 
timed light and an alarm.

Send announcements of 
neighborhood events, meet-
ings and news to Sue Dremann, 
Neighborhoods editor, at 
sdremann@paweekly.com. Or 
talk about your neighborhood 
news on Town Square at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com.

AROUND 
THE BLOCK

by Karla Kane

Old Palo Alto residents John and Danielle Mewes stand by their guest cottage, which they offer to out-of-towners whose children are 
undergoing treatment at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, as part of the Homes for the Heart program. Guests may stay as long as they need, 
rent-free.

A 
home
away
from
home

Palo Alto family lends guest cottage 
to families with hospitalized children

Veronica W
eber
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ST. MARK’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 pm  Children’s  
Christmas Pageant 
& Communion

10:00 pm  Festive Choral 
Christmas Eve

 Communion
 beginning with Carols

CHRISTMAS DAY

10:00 am  Holy Communion 
with Carols

600 Colorado Ave, P.A. 
(650) 326-3800

Woodside Village Church
3154 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA     (650) 851-1587 www.woodsidevillagechurch.org

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES

Plum Pudding Party & caroling by the campfire with a visit from Santa
Sunday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.

Family Worship Service
Sunday, December 21, 9:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
& Reception

Wednesday, December 24, 10 p.m.

We worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Come and Celebrate Advent at All Saints’
 Advent Sundays 8:00 am  & 10:30 am

 Christmas Eve Family Service 5:00 pm Dec. 24

 Christmas Eve Choral Service 10:30 pm Dec. 24

 Christmas Day Service 10:00 am Dec.25

All are welcome!
555 Waverley Street at Hamilton

in downtown Palo Alto
(650) 322-4528

More events at www.asaints.org

WINTER SOLSTICE
Sunday, December 21

7:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Wednesday, December 24

6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Palo Alto

505 E. Charleston Rd. Palo Alto
(650) 494-0541  www.uucpa.org

Celebrating Birth & Rebirth

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Children’s Service with Pageant**

8:30 pm Carol Sing

9:00 pm Christmas Service with Choral Eucharist

**Childcare for infants and toddlers

Christmas Day
10:00 am Christmas Day Eucharist

330 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park
(between El Camino Real and Middlefield Road)

 650-326-2083
www.trinitymenlopark.org

HOLY TRINITY
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

IN MENLO PARK

Valley 
Presbyterian 

Church
945 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA

650-851-8282
www.valleypreschurch.org

 

Christmas Eve Services: 
"Cradling the Christ"

 5:00 pm  -  Family Service 
 10:00 pm  -  Candlelight Service
  -  Lesson & Carols  

Celebrate the Season of 
Promise Fulfilled!

Wednesday , December 24th  
Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist
10:00 p.m. Festal Choral Eucharist

St. Bede’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, 854.6555

www.stbedesmenlopark.org

Thursday, December 25th  
Christmas Day

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols, Rite I

Dec. 14th  7:00 PM  A Christmas Cantata "Festival of Carols" 
in the Church Sanctuary, presented by choirs of First 
Pres of Mountain View and Santa Clara Pres Church. 
Traditional carols will be sung by all. RSVP for 
Child Care for children 4 yrs and younger.

Dec. 19th  6:30 PM Spread the Christmas cheer & come join us 
for Christmas Caroling. Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 
Treats following our outing. 

Dec. 24th 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service  
 in the Sanctuary

Put a spark in your Christmas Season  
by joining us for:

1667  Miramonte Avenue at the  
corner of Cuesta in Mountain View.

Please call (650) 968-4473
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St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Parish, Palo Alto
Our Lady of the Rosary, 3233 Cowper Street
St. Albert the Great, 1095 Channing Avenue

St. Thomas Aquinas, 751 Waverley Street

 CHRISTMAS EVE – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

5:00 pm Family Mass – Our Lady of the Rosary 
(Children’s Christmas Pageant during Mass)

5:00 pm Family Mass – St. Albert the Great 
(Children’s Christmas Pageant during Mass)

6:00 pm – St. Thomas Aquinas

7:00 pm – Our Lady of the Rosary (Spanish)

Midnight Mass 12:00 am – St. Thomas Aquinas (Gregorian)

CHRISTMAS DAY – THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH

7:30am – St. Thomas Aquinas;  9:00am – St. Albert the Great; 10:30am – Our Lady of the Rosary;
10:30am – St. Thomas Aquinas; 12:00 Noon – St. Thomas Aquinas (Gregorian)

Sunday, December 21 
8:30am & 10:30am Worship services - The Joy of Singing Music

10:30am Pergolesi’s Magnificat during Worship

11:45am Christmas  Music on Patio - All Welcome!

Christmas Eve December 24
5  Family Christmas Pageant 

The Joy of Christmas

Organ Prelude

Communion Service 

Organ Prelude

Candlelight & Carols Service

First United  
Methodist Church 
of Palo Alto

A welcoming and 
Reconciling  
Congregation

(650) 323-6167 
625 Hamilton Ave (at Webster), Palo Alto

www.FirstPaloAlto.com

Christmas Eve at Bethany
  
5:00 Family Christmas – Children tell the story of Jesus, as 
shepherds, angels, wisemen, and the holy family.
  
Join us for a time of food and Christmas cheer until…

7:00 Christmas with Quadre – The horns of Quadre create the 
music of Christmas, as we celebrate the birthday of Jesus.

10:00 Candlelight Christmas – A quiet and contemplative time 
to listen, sing, and reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ.

                              1095 Cloud Ave. @ Avy – Menlo Park
                            854-5897

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

We yearn for the innocence, 
peace, and purity found at 
Christmas.

Join us on...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PALO ALTO

Sunday, December 21, 10:00 AM: Worship, "Birthing a Promise"
Nursery & Children's Sunday School

11:15 AM: Christmas Brunch
Wednesday, December 24, 6:00 PM:  

Christmas Eve Family Service

Cubberley Community Center Auditorium
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

December 24, 2007 at 5:00 pm

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
www.vineyardpeninsula.org

650.327.5727

   Los Altos Lutheran 
             Church
12/21 9:00 AM: Worship with 
Children’s Christmas Play

12/21 4:00 PM: Advent into 
Christmas: A beautiful service of hope, 
healing and joy

12/22 5-8 PM: Living Nativity Events

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
5:00 PM and 7:30 PM: Festive 
traditional services with Children’s 
Message, Choir and Handbells

Christmas Day Service 10:00 AM: 
Friendly Christmas morning service 
with story and song

We invite you to celebrate with us the 
wonder of the birth of Christ

460 South El Monte at Cuesta
650-948-3012 - www.losaltoslutheran.org

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL IN THE HILLS ANGLICAN 
The 1928 Book of Common Prayer

Wednesday, December 24, CHRISTMAS EVE:

(650) 941-6524    www.stlukeschapel.org

5pm Family Holy Communion Service
10:00 pm Lessons and Carols
11:15 pm Candlelight Holy Communion Service
Thursday, December 25: 11:00 am
 - Holy Communion Service

Wednesday Advent Services 
Noon & 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Pageant 
Sunday Dec 21, 11 a.m.

Christmas Eve 
9 p.m.

Christmas Day 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday Services 
8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School

paword.com

Trinity Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
(650) 853-1295
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Last Year's 
Grant Recipients

Abilities United  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000
Adolescent Counseling 
Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
Art in Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000
Bread of Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
Breast Cancer Connections  . . . .  $5,000
California Family Foundation   . . . $2,500
Cleo Eulau Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Collective Roots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
Community Legal Services in 
East Palo Alto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500
Downtown Streets, Inc.   . . . . . . $10,000
East Palo Alto Children’s 
Day Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
East Palo Alto Kids Foundation   . $7,500
Environmental Volunteers   . . . . . $3,000
EPA.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000
Foundation for a 
College Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Friends of the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum & Zoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
InnVision   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Jeremiah’s Promise, Inc.   . . . . . $10,000
Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services   . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
JLS PTA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
Mayview Community 
Health Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
Music in the Schools Foundation $5,000
My New Red Shoes  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,500
New Creation Home Ministries . $7,500
Nuestra Casa   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Palo Alto Art Center 
Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Palo Alto Housing Corporation . .  $5,000
Pathways Hospice Foundation   . $5,000
Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.   . . . . . $5,000
St. Elizabeth Seton School  . . . . . $5,000
Teach for America . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
TheatreWorks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
YES Reading/Reading Partners  $25,000
YMCA of the Mid-Peninsula . . . . $5,000
Youth Community Service . . . . . . $7,500
Child Care Capital Grants
Children’s Center of the 
Stanford Community . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
Palo Alto Community 
Child Care (PACCC). . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500

In an environment of so much economic uncertainty, there could not be a more 
critical time for us to support the non-profit organizations that are working hard 
to meet the needs of families and children in our area.
 Each year the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund raises money to support 

programs serving families and children in the Palo Alto area. Since the Weekly and 
the Silicon Valley Community Foundation cover all the administrative costs, every 
dollar raised goes directly to support community programs through grants to non-
profit organizations ranging from $1,000 to $25,000.

And with the generous support of matching grants from local foundations, 
including the Packard and Hewlett foundations and the Peery & Arrillaga family 
foundations, your tax-deductible gift will be doubled in size. A donation of $100 
turns into $200 with the foundation matching gifts.

Whether as an individual, a business or in honor of someone else, help us beat 
last year's total of $240,000 by making a generous contribution to the Holiday 
Fund. Send in a contribution today (or give online) and then check out our progress 
by watching the growing list of donors each issue in the Palo Alto Weekly. All 
donations of $25 or more will be acknowledged in every issue of the Palo Alto 
Weekly between late November and mid-January.

With your generosity, we can give a major boost to the programs in our 
community helping kids and families.

Give to the Palo Alto Weekly’s Holiday Fund 
and your donation is doubled. You give to 
non-profit groups that work right here in 

our community. It’s a great way to ensure 
that your charitable donations 

are working at home.

Non-profit grant applications 
and guidelines at

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Click 
and 
Give Support our Kids

with a gift to the Holiday Fund      

25 Anonymous ....................$9,135
Wayne & Alida  Abraham ........500
Mr. & Mrs.  B.R.   Adelman ....500
Richard & Nancy  Alexander ...500
Isabelle  Arabian ........................50
Ed & Margaret  Arnold ..............**
Tom & Annette  Ashton ...........100
Bob & Corrine  Aulgur ..............**
Ray & Carol  Bacchetti ..............**
Jim & Nancy  Baer .....................**
Gerry & Joyce  Barker .............200
Gail  Barklow .............................**
Gwendolyn  Barry ....................100
Richard A. Baumgartner & 
Elizabeth M. Salzer ....................**
Lovinda  Beal .............................**
Vic  Befera ...............................100
Elton & Rachel  Bell ..................**
Suzanne  Bell ...........................100
Bonnie M. Berg ..........................**
Lucy  Berman .........................1000
Gerry & Harriet  Berner .............**
Bill & Barbara  Binder ...............**
Daniel Blachman & 
Barbara Stewart ..........................**
Roy & Carol  Blitzer ..................**
Mr. & Mrs.  Charles  Bonini ....100
John & Olive  Borgsteadt ...........**

Jean-Yves  Bouguet ...............1000
Steven & Linda  Boxer ...............**
Lawrence M. Breed ..................100
Dick & Carolyn  Brennan ..........**
Gloria  Brown...........................200
Chet & Marcie  Brown ...............**
Richard  Cabrera ........................**
Carolyn  Caddes .........................**
Bruce  Campbell ........................**
Bob & Micki  Cardelli ...............**
John & Nancy  Cassidy ..........1000
Earl & Ellie  Caustin ..................**
Mark Chandler & 
Chris Kenrick ...........................500
Ted & Ginny  Chu ......................**
Andy & Liz  Coe ........................75
Marc & Margaret  Cohen .........100
Marc Igler & Jennifer Cray ........50
Chip & Donna  Crossman ..........**
Robyn  Crumly ...........................**
Jean  Dawes ................................**
John & Ruth  DeVries ................**
M.  Dieckmann .........................200
Ted & Cathy  Dolton ..................**
Attorney Susan Dondershine ...200
Eugene & Mabel  Dong ...........200
Karin  Eckelmeyer .....................75
Joseph & Meri  Ehrlich ............250

Tom & Ellen  Ehrlich .................**
Jerry & Linda  Elkind ................**
Charles & Patricia  Ellingson ...100
Hoda S. Epstein ..........................**
Leif & Sharon   Erickson .........250
Stanley & Betty  Evans ..............**
Russ & Alice  Evarts ................300
Lester & Carol  Ezrati ..............500
David & Diane  Feldman .........300
Carl H. Feldman .........................**
S. & D.  Finkelstein ..................250

Allan & Joan  Fisch ..................200
Debbie  Ford-Scriba ...................**
Mike & Cathie  Foster ..............500
Chet & Pat  Frankenfi eld ............**
Stephen Monismith & 
Lani Freeman .............................**
David & Betsy  Fryberger ..........**
John & Florine   Galen ...............**
Gregory & Penny  Gallo ..........500

317 donors through 12/18/08 totalling $105,256 with match $207,256 has 
been raised for the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund

Donate online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name ______________________________________

Business Name ______________________________

Address ____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

 Credit Card (MC or VISA)  _______________________________ Expires ________________

Signature ___________________________________  E-mail ___________________________ 

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:     In my name as shown above – OR –

             In name of business above

In honor of:   In memory of:   As a gift for:    _____________________________

 (Name of person)

I wish to contribute anonymously.    Please withhold the amount of my contribution.
The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund is a fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation. All donations will be 

acknowledged by mail and are tax deductible as permitted by law. All donors will be published in the Palo Alto Weekly 
unless the coupon is marked “Anonymous.” For information on making contributions of appreciated stock, 
contact Amy Renalds at (650) 326-8210.

Make checks payable to 
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund 

    and send to:

PAW Holiday Fund
P.O. Box 1610
Palo Alto, CA 94302

(continued on next page)
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Upfront

PHILZ COMES TO PALO ALTO 
... The popular Creme de Cafe, 
3191 Middlefield Road at Loma 
Verde Avenue, which abruptly 
shut its doors Oct. 29, will re-
open in two months as Philz 
Coffee. “We’re going to make 
it brighter, happier, homier. 
It will be like going to your 
grandma’s house,” said Phil Ja-
bor, the new owner. Jabor is no 
stranger to coffee. After three 
successful coffee shops in San 
Francisco, and a fourth poised 
to open soon in downtown San 
Jose, Jabor is jumping into 
Palo Alto head first. His com-
mitment sounds solid: “We’re 
going to be cemented here for 
life. I can’t believe it took us so 
long to open a shop in Palo 
Alto,” he said. Construction is 
set to begin this weekend. Ja-
bor has made a name for him-
self since his first store opened 
in 2002 on 24th Street in San 
Francisco. Rarely seen without 
his fedora, he is an admitted 
character. “Everyone knows 
me in San Francisco. They call 
me the Mayor of 24th Street. 
Even the Mayor calls me ‘the 
Mayor,’” he said. Jabor has built 
up a loyal following in the City 
and believes it’s just a matter of 
time before Peninsula devotees 
will surface. “My coffee shop is 
different. There’s no big noise 
from a machine. We make our 
coffee by hand. We brew it one 
cup at a time,” he said. There 
will be no big cappuccino mak-
ers or frothing spigots. If a cus-
tomer wants foam it is done the 
old-fashioned way. “We keep it 
simple. You order a small or a 
large. That’s it. Nothing fancy,” 
Jabor said. If everything goes 
as planned, Philz in Palo Alto 

will open in February. “Think 
Valentine’s Day,” he said. 

CALAFIA PUTS ON FINISHING 
TOUCHES ... The much an-
ticipated Calafia will open next 
month in Town & Country Vil-
lage. This represents celebrity 
chef Charlie Ayers’ first venture 
into the public restaurant busi-
ness. Officially called Calafia 
Cafe & Market a-Go-Go, the 
100-plus-seat cafe, which will 
face the Embarcadero Road 
side of the shopping center, 
will have its grand opening on 
Jan. 20. “This is my new baby. 
I will be here every single day,” 
said Ayers, best known as 
Google’s founding Executive 
Chef and the Grateful Dead’s 
private cook. Ayers will offer 
fare that he calls gourmet, 
healthful and fast in a setting 
that is part dining room and 
part market. “It is slow food, 
served fast,” he said. Although 
the menu items are the main 
draw, customers will also be 
greeted by a 12-foot-long, 
100-pound chandelier made 
from 71 antique milk bottles. 
“We found the bottles in an old 
creamery on the East Coast. 
Each bottle fits over each 
bulb,” he said. If there’s an 
earthquake? “This space has 
been totally seismically fitted,” 
he said. No worries, just watch 
the big chandelier sway. 

Heard a rumor about your 
favorite store or business  
moving out, or in, down the 
block or across town? Daryl 
Savage will check it out. She 
can be e-mailed at shoptalk@
paweekly.com. 

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

Holiday Savings Package
FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase 

of Freeway plus driver training
Must have coupon for this offer. Expires Dec. 30, 2008

Stanford 
Driving School

(
To register online, please visit our website at: 

www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

  Day 1     Day 2     Day 3     Day 4   
Sat 11/15 Sun 11/16 Sat 11/22 Sun 11/23
Sat 12/20 Sun 12/21 Mon 12/22 Tues12/23
Sat 12/27 Sun 12/28 Mon 12/29 Tues12/30

Holiday In-Class Schedule

Coffee shop returns  
to Midtown

Robert & Betsy  Gamburd .......500
David & Carol  Gilbert...............**
Matt Glickman & 
Susie Hwang ............................200
Wick & Mary  Goodspeed .........**
Richard & Lynda  Greene ........250
Florence A. Haas ........................**
Eric & Elaine  Hahn ...................**
Jack   Hamilton ..........................75
Ben & Ruth  Hammett ...............**
Phil Hanawalt & Graciela Spivak **
Carroll  Harrington ...................100
Harry & Susan  Hartzell .............**
The Havern Family ................2500
Walt & Kay  Hays ....................100
J. Arthur & Marilyn  Henderson **
Alan  Henderson ......................100
Victor & Norma  Hesterman ......**
Richard & Imogene  Hilbers ....250
Lawrence & Lenore  Horowitz 1000
Roland Hsu & Julie Noblitt........**
Mahlon & Carol Hubenthal .......**
Joe & Nancy  Huber .................100
Bob & Joan  Jack .......................**
Kingsley  Jack ..........................100
Rajiv & Sandy  Jain .................100
Jim & Laurie  Jarrett ..................**
Katherine  Jarvis ........................50
John & Diane  Jennings ...........200
Jon & Julie  Jerome ....................**
Richard K. Johnsson ..................**
Zelda  Jury ..................................**
David & Nancy  Kalkbrenner ..250
Ed & Masako  Kanazawa ...........**
Herant & Stina  Katchadourian 200
Michael & Marcia  Katz ..........200
Sue  Kemp ................................250
Richard  Kilner ...........................**
Bob & Edie  Kirkwood ..............**
Tony & Sheryl  Klein .................**
Stan Schrier & Barbara Klein ....**
Hal & Iris  Korol ........................**
Art & Helen  Kraemer ................**
Tony & Judy  Kramer .................**
Jan  Krawitz ...............................**
Mark & Virginia  Kreutzer .........**
Karen  Krogh ..............................**
Lillian L. Kwang ......................150
Donald & Adele  Langendorf ..200
Wil & Inger  Larsen ...................**
Hewlett  Lee .............................200
Patricia  Levin ............................**
Roy Levin & Jan Thomson ......250
Harry & Marion  Lewenstein .....**
Robert & Constance  Loarie ......**
Steve & Linda  Longstreth .........**
Mandy  Lowell .........................300
Gwen Luce & Family .................**
John & Claude  Madden ............**
Dick & Ellie   Mansfield ............**
Miriam  Marden .........................**
James & Renee  Masterson ........**
Jody  Maxmin ............................**
Pam  Mayerfeld ........................150
Drew McCalley & 
Marilyn Green ..........................100
Hugh O. McDevitt....................200
John & Eve  Melton .................500
Ruth B. Mitchell.......................200
Diane  Moore ...........................250
Aron  Murai ................................60
Caryn  Murphy ...........................50
Elsbeth  Newfield .......................**
Merrill & Lee  Newman .............**
Craig & Sally   Nordlund .........500
Boyce & Peggy  Nute.................**
John & Barbara  Pavkovich ........**
Scott & Sandra  Pearson ..........500
Enid  Pearson .............................**
Jim & Alma  Phillips................250
Helene  Pier ................................75

David & Virginia  Pollard ..........**
Constance  Pratt .........................**
Joe & Marlene   Prendergast ......**
Don & Dee  Price .......................**
Nan  Prince ...............................100
Leighton & Carol  Read .............**
Amy  Renalds .............................**
Susie  Richardson .......................**
Allean  Richter .........................100
Teresa L. Roberts .....................250
Frederick Rose & Anne Gregor 125
Dick & Ruth  Rosenbaum ..........**
Peter & Beth  Rosenthal .............**
Steve & Karen  Ross ..................**
Norman & Nancy  Rossen .........**
Don & Ann  Rothblatt ................**
Al & JoAnne  Russell ..............300
Dottie  Sager ..............................**
Ferrell & Page  Sanders ...........100
George &   Dorothy  Saxe ..........**
John  & Mary  Schaefer ...........100
Ken Schroeder & 
Fran Codispoti ..........................250
Irving & Naomi  Schulman ......100
Steve & Joanne  Shapiro ............**
Mark & Nancy  Shepherd ..........**
Lee & Judy  Shulman .................**
Richard & Bonnie  Sibley ........100
Bob & Diane  Simoni ...............200
Roger Smith & Judy Kay .........100
Charles A. Smith & 
Ann D. Burrell ...........................**
Andrea B. Smith .......................100
Allen   Smoll ............................100
Art & Peggy  Stauffer ..............500
Charles & Barbara  Stevens .......**
Stan & Sue  Sucher ..................100
Karen  A. Sundback .................400
Carl & Susan  Thomsen ...........250
David & Nehama Treves ..........100
Tony & Carolyn  Tucher ............**
Marian  Urman .........................200
Jim & Susan  Voll.......................**
Jerry & Bobbie  Wagger.............**
Roger & Joan  Warnke ...............**
Ted & Jane  Wassam ................250
Don & Sylvie  Way ..................250
Myron  Weisbart.........................25
David R. Wells ...........................40
George & Lois  Wentworth ........50
Ralph & Jackie  Wheeler .........350
Van Whitis & Lardine Miller ...250
Douglas & Susan  Woodman ...200
John E. Woodside .....................250
Tom & Ellen  Wyman ..............100
Lawrence Yang & 
Jennifer Kuan .........................1000
Mark Krasnow & 
Patti Yanklowitz .........................**
George & Betsy  Young .............**

As a Gift For

Jim & Ro Dinkey .......................**

In Honor Of

Ray & Carol Bacchetti .............100
John & Khristine Erving ............**
Hand, McNevin & 
Comstock Families .....................**
Charlie Hughes ...........................**
Mary B. Kennedy .......................**
Jim Klint.....................................**
Rick & Liz Kniss .......................**
Debbie Kurland ..........................**
Pao Lin Lee ................................**
William C. Lewis .......................**
Alison Cherry Marer & Family ..**
Joan Mullen ..............................100
Our Family ...............................500
Our Neighbors on Dana Avenue 250
Sallie Reid ................................100

Amy Renalds ............................100
Paul Resnick & Joan Karlin .....100
Marilyn Sutorius ......................100
Paul & Becky Zuanich ...............**

In Memory Of

Carol Berkowitz .........................**
John Davies Black ....................500
Max & Anna Blanker ...............150
Leo Breidenbach ........................**
Travis Brewer ...........................250
A.L. & L.K. Brown ....................**
Jack F. Cline ...............................**
Frank & Jean Crist ...................100
Ann Davis ..................................**
Stan Dixon ...............................150
Bob Dolan ................................500
Steve Fasani ...............................**
Steve Fasani ...............................**
Mary Floyd .................................**
Pam Grady ...............................150
Vincent Grande ........................100
Peter Haptas ...............................**
Sally Hassett ...............................**
Alan K. Herrick ..........................**
Florence Kan Ho ........................**
Bertha Kalson .............................**
David Kessler .............................**
August King ...............................**
Helene F. Klein ..........................**
Bill Land ....................................**
Charles Bennett Leib ..................**
Becky Levy ................................**
Robert C. Lobdell .......................**
Anna Luskin ...............................**
Lawrence Lynch .........................**
Frederic Manley .........................25
Therea McCarthy .......................**
Betty Meltzer .............................**
Betty Meltzer .............................**
Michael Montez .......................100
Ernest J. Moore ........................200
Kathy Morris ..............................**
Al & Kay Nelson .......................**
Our son Nick ............................500
Boyd Paulson .............................**
Paul Arthur Pearson ...................**
Our loving Dad Al Pellizzari .....**
Thomas W. & Louise L. Phinney **
Nancy Ritchey ............................**
Betty Rogaway ...........................**
Irving & Ivy Rubin ...................150
Helen Rubin .............................150
Maria J. Serpa ............................25
Barbara Smith ............................**
John Smitham...........................100
Jack Sutorius ............................100
Ray & Edith Tinney .................250
John Warren ...............................**
Bobbi Werner ...........................500
Carl & Kay Westrum..................**
Yen-Chen Yen ..........................250
Dr. David Zlotnick .....................**

Businesses & Organizations

Alta Mesa Improvement Co. ....650
Bleibler Properties ...................500
Communications & 
Power Industries, Inc..................**
Friends of Mr. & Mrs. Queen ...200
Harrell Remodeling ....................**
Joseph's Journey Fund ..............200
Keller Williams Realty-
Anne King ..................................50
"No Limit" Drag Racing Team ..25
Palo Alto Weekly 
Moonlight Run .....................32000
Thoits Bros., Inc. ......................500

Holiday Fund donors
(continued from previous page)
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Upfront

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious services. 

To inquire about or make space reservations for Inspirations, please contact
Blanca Yoc at 326-8210 x221 or email byoc@paweekly.com

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Children’s Christmas Pageant
This Sunday • 11:00 am  • in the Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Eve Service
 ~ Lessons & Carols ~

6:00 pm • in the Sanctuary

Bring holiday treats to share at the reception following the service  
 

www.fprespa.org         •   1140 Cowper Street   •         650.325.5659 

This Sunday: Christmas Festival Sunday!
Featuring our Chancel Choir with brass

Christmas Eve services: 4:00 Family, 11:00 Candlelight

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship

Sunday, December 21, 10:00 am
Christian Ecumenical Service

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES IN STANFORD MEMORIAL CHURCH
Christmas Eve Ecumenical Family Service, Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 pm

Christmas Eve Festival Communion, Wednesday, December 24, 9:00 pm
Catholic Christmas Eve Mass, Wednesday, December 24, Midnight

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan

Free and open to all.   http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

“God Happens”
Nancy Greenfield

Chaplain with the Catholic Community at Stanford

prised of members of the NAACP, 
youth organizations and residents of 
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto. The 
committee would “advise the Chief 
on police practices and race rela-
tions in order to strengthen police-
community trust and to report back 
to constituents about activities in 
which the police department is in-
volved,” a report on the plan stated.

“Hopefully, members of this 
group will report back to their con-
stituencies and discuss what the po-
lice department is doing and hope-
fully understand better why we’re 
taking the actions we are,” Burns 
told the council.

While the council generally en-
dorsed the idea of a new commis-
sion, Councilman Greg Schmid 
wondered if this new group would 
consist of only ethnic minorities or 
if it would also include other resi-
dents who aren’t normally engaged 
in civic discourse. 

“We have a very diverse com-
munity, economically as well as 
racially,” Schmid said. “Are you 
looking to reach out to that portion 
of the diverse community that is not 
regularly integrated in community 
affairs?”

Other councilmen lauded the ac-
tion plan, even as they called for 
slight modifications. Councilman 
Pat Burt asked for a strongly worded 
recognition that there are no ties be-
tween racial profiling and effective 
law enforcement. He also called for 

greater inclusion of Stanford Uni-
versity in the discussions between 
police and the broader community. 

Councilman Sid Espinosa called 
for more council oversight, though 
he said he’s not sure about the need 
for a citizen’s committee. He also 
praised Johnson for her 37 years of 
service before telling City Manager 
James Keene that the council will 
be looking for “a different type of 
leadership” to carry forth the dia-
logue with the outside community.

But some department critics re-
mained unsatisfied. John Abraham, 
a statistician who has frequently 
criticized the department for target-
ing minorities, characterized the 
plan as little more than a public-
relations campaign. Abraham has 
frequently pointed to the depart-
ment’s demographic data for traffic 
stops as proof of racial profiling in 
Palo Alto.

The city recently commissioned 
independent police auditor Mike 
Gennaco to re-evaluate the de-
mographic data and recommend 
improvements to the department’s 
enforcement and data-collection 
procedures. 

But Abraham remained skeptical 
about the new action plan.

“At no time has the PAPD ac-
knowledged any kind of racial 
discrimination or racial profiling,” 
Abraham said. “It acknowledges 
only the need for improving rela-
tions. Avoiding the core problem 
practically dooms the PAPD to re-
peat its previous mistakes.”

The plan also calls for a “daily 
training regimen” for officers, fo-

cusing on Constitutional issues, 
case-law decisions and department 
policies. The command staff will 
also attend a Tools for Tolerance 
Executive Leadership Course, a 
two-day diversity-training program 
at the Simon Wiesenthal Museum of 
Tolerance in Los Angeles.

The action plan also proposes 
monthly community meetings with 
the chief, a partnership with the 
U.S. Department of Justice Me-
diation Program, and a new Police 
Chaplaincy Program that would 
enlist clergy to liaison between the 
department and faith-based organi-
zations in Palo Alto and surround-
ing cities.

Burns acknowledged that the 
plan’s success will be difficult to 
gauge, but said the department will 
continue to work toward “finding 
meaningful metrics to reflect the 
plan’s effectiveness.”

Mayor Larry Klein said the best 
sign of the plan’s success will be 
silence.

“When the entire community 
doesn’t talk about this at all, then 
we know we’ve succeeded,” Klein 
said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Action plan
(continued from page 3)

Is the police plan to address concerns 
about racial profiling adequate? Share 
your opinion on Town Square, the com-
munity online forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com.

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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government services for the center’s 
residents and drop-ins in an acces-
sible location. 

But a sliding economy has since 
punctured a hole in the safety net. 
The donations for InnVision — 
the nonprofit group that operates 
the Opportunity Center and other 
facilities for the homeless in the 
Silicon Valley — have dipped by 
about 20 percent from last year, 
according to InnVision CEO 
Christine Burroughs. At the same 
time, the demand for InnVision’s 
services has continued to grow 
as more families confront hard 
times. 

In 2008 the organization served 
about 20,000 homeless individu-
als, 4,000 more than last year, Bur-
roughs said.

She said the problem is that people 
assumed their initial donations for 
the Opportunity Center would fund 
the center’s services indefinitely. 
As a result, the ongoing financial 
support the center expected never 
materialized.

“We depend on donations and 
people have definitely been giving 
less,” Burroughs said. 

Now, Burroughs is trying to raise 
$500,000 by the end of the year, a 
sum she said is necessary to avoid 
slashing the drop-in hours at the 
Opportunity Center as well as 
suspending services at the 60-bed 
Clara-Mateo Alliance Shelter in 
Menlo Park.

Between them, the center and the 
shelter serve about 3,000 homeless 
people a year, Burroughs said. 

Under the current plan, drop-in 
services hours in Palo Alto would be 
cut from the current 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
to mornings only, 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. — essentially the old hours of 
the drop-in center at the Red Cross 
Building.

But drop-in services would be cut 
altogether at the Menlo Park shelter, 
creating an even larger demand for 
services at the Palo Alto center. 

Residents are following the fund-
ing crisis with concern. 

“I’m hoping they won’t make the 
cuts,” resident Elton Moore said. 
“I’m really hoping. Because there 
would be a whole lot of hurt peo-
ple.”

Moore has heard about the cen-
ter’s financial woes. 

Moore, 67, bounced between the 
streets and local shelters for two 
years before he moved into a studio 
at the Opportunity Center in Sep-
tember. 

Moore said he started living on 
the street after he lost his job as a 
gardener for a College Avenue fam-
ily when the husband died and the 
wife cut back expenses.

Having a roof over his head was a 
relief, Moore said. All the services 
were a bonus.

“The rules are simple,” Moore 
said. “You come in and sign in and 
there’s a TV room and computers 
and everything else. It’s nice.”

Even if services get cut, Moore 
would still have his apartment. 

Matt Dare, on the other hand, 
would need to find a new place in 
which to shower, rest and catch up 
on the news. 

Dare, 25, has been homeless 
for about six weeks, ever since he 
was laid off from his job as a steel 
worker. He has slept by the railroad 
tracks, in local parks and outside 
buildings, he said. His main rule 
for sleeping outside is: Don’t spend 
too much time in one place.

He spends his nights at Hotel 
De Zink — an InnVision-run win-
ter shelter that rotates among area 
churches, named for a long-ago 
Palo Alto police chief who opened 
a shelter for the homeless during the 
Depression. Dare spends mornings 
at the Opportunity Center, where he 
showers and gets meals. 

Dare recently used a computer at 
the center to update his resume. A 
week ago, he found a job at a local 
McDonald’s.

Reduced hours would create a 
much more aggressive atmosphere, 
with dozens of people trampling 
over one another to get their needs 
met in the 3 1/2-hour window, Dare 
predicted.

On rainy days, he and other home-
less people would have to move into 
parks and take shelter under store 
awnings, he said.

“If you ask us to leave, where do 
you think we’re going to go?” Dare 
asked. “Another area?”

InnVision staff hope things won’t 
come to that, though the chances 
of raising the needed cash appear 
slim. 

Last week, Burroughs discussed 
the center’s financial woes with 
Palo Alto Deputy City Manager 
Steve Emslie and Human Resourc-
es Administrator Kathy Espinosa-
Howard. City officials were sympa-
thetic, though their ability to help 
is limited by the city’s own tight 
budget, Espinosa-Howard said.  

Emslie said a cutback in hours 
at the InnVision facilities would 
probably “put an unanticipated 
load on the city’s human-servic-
es budget,” possibly as much as 
$100,000.

“Our concern is that our lifeline, 
our safety-net services, are really at 
risk,” Emslie said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

New Year’s Eve 2008 Ballroom Event with live entertainment featur-
ing Joanie Brant and the Nob Hill Knights, co-featuring Robbie Rob-
inson’s Tribute to the Platters & Matt Helm with his impersonation of 
Dean Martin.  Enjoy an overnight stay or just dinner and dancing this 
New Years Eve at the Cabana Hotel.  The ballroom event features 
dinner & light hors d’ oeuvres, fun party favors, a champagne toast 
and balloon drop when the clock strikes midnight.

$350.00 + tax
Room/Dinner Package/overnight stay 

(based on double occupancy)
$100.00 + tax

Dinner & Dancing Package
 (per person)

For reservations, please call 650-857-0787
4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306

New Year’s Eve – December 31st 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

The Cabana Hotel Proudly presents 
“The Cabaret Supper Club”  

Join us for an intimate evening of dinner, 
live entertainment and dancing.

Friday and Saturday, December 19 and 20, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
$19.95 per person

For reservations, please call 650-857-0787
4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306

373 Pine Lane
Los Altos, CA 94022 

(650) 948-8291, ext. 103
www.pilgrim-haven.org

Pilgrim Haven in Los Altos, California, is 
owned and operated by ABHOW, a California 

nonprofit public benefit corporation. ABHOW is a 
nonsectarian corporation, serving seniors through 

quality retirement housing since 1949. State of 
California License #430708050, DHS License 

#220000418, Certificate of Authority #94.

CONTINUING CARE WITH A TRADITION OF TRUST

Lots of groups in the Bay 
Area don’t last a decade.

We’ve been around 
for 60 years.

A great retirement lifestyle 
that’s right next door.

Safety net
(continued from page 3)

 Page 15



Upfront

pamf.org

Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
wins an IHA award for  

Top Overall Performance. 

Congratulations to the doctors and 
clinical staff on being recognized for 
patient satisfaction, clinical quality, 

and adoption of IT to support patient 
care. It’s reassuring recognition of  

our continued pursuit of the  
cure for common medicine.

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Embarcadero Rd., off El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650 324-8791  

Since 1992, the fi rst and fi nest 
in consigned furniture.

Consignment Furniture Accessories & Gifts

Great Buys
in 

Today’s Economy

Since 1992, the best in consigned furniture and home accessories.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

specializing in new construction, 

additions and remodels

CUSTOM CABINETMAKERS

specializing in residential 

cabinetry and furniture

2570 leghorn street, unit d, 

mountain view ca 94043

mmfww.com

650-960-3447

connected to any crime, so that they 
could report back to the citizen. 

“They tried to balance the com-
peting interests of both the reporting 
party and the occupant of the van, 
and were attempting to resolve the 
issue before simply leaving, without 
any resolution,” Ryan said.

He added that the police depart-
ment “will use this case as a train-
ing subject for our officers in the 
coming weeks.”

Barrett also said during the hear-
ing that police accused Ciampi of 
“violating a non-existent law” by 
sleeping in his van. There is no law 
in Palo Alto against sleeping in a 
parked car or truck. 

There is a city law against not 
moving a parked vehicle within 72 
hours, but Barrett noted that “there 
is no evidence that the 72-hour law 
was in violation.”

“The complaint is dismissed, and 
Mr. Ciampi, you are discharged,” 
Judge Barrett said.

“I am relieved,” Ciampi said mo-
ments later outside the Palo Alto 
courtroom. He said he will pursue 
legal action against the city over 
what happened.

“I want the truth to come out,” he 
said.

The incident began when resident 
Ken Alsman called police on March 
15 with a complaint that a man had 
for some weeks been sleeping in his 
van near Ramona Street and Lin-
coln Avenue just south of downtown 
Palo Alto.

Alsman complained because he 
said the man looked at his wife and 
made her uncomfortable.

The three officers who responded 
to the call — Manuel Temores, Kel-
ly Burger and April Wagner — were 
unable to convince Ciampi to come 
out his van to talk with them until 
Temores pretended to make a radio 
call for a tow truck.

Ciampi then burst out of his van 
and yelled at the officers, then went 
back inside and slammed the sliding 
side-door shut, Temores and Burger 
testified.

Wagner then opened the door, 
and Burger said he grabbed Ciam-
pi’s arm and pulled him out of his 
van. Burger testified that he feared 
for his safety and the safety of his 
fellow officers because he thought 
Ciampi might have gone back inside 
to arm himself.

Temores testified that he thought 
Ciampi was a drug user and might 
be under the influence of drugs 
because he had pock marks on his 
bare arms. But medical records 
Ciampi showed to the Weekly in-
dicate that Ciampi has been treated 
for the last six years by the Palo 
Alto Veteran Affairs Health Care 
System for a skin condition that 
leaves marks on his arms.

When Ciampi was pulled from 
his van, a fight ensued in which Te-
mores and Burger testified that Ci-
ampi struck both of them and Wag-
ner. Temores said he used his Taser 
on Ciampi twice to subdue him, and 
Ciampi was then arrested on the as-
sault charge. 

Senior Staff Writer Don 
Kazak can be e-mailed at 
dkazak@paweekly.com. Editor Jay 
Thorwaldson contributed to this 
report. 

Taser
(continued from page 3)
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In 2004, Wenzlau joined other 
environmentalists on a Zero Waste 
Task Force, which explored ways 
for the city to become more self-
sustainable. 

In October 2005 the task force 
drafted a strategic plan for reducing 
city waste. The report focused on re-
cycling but offered only a few brief 
and vague suggestions on compost-
ing. The city “should develop com-
posting collection program for dis-
carded food and food-contaminated 
paper as the highest next priority for 
new services in Palo Alto for both 

the residential and commercial sec-
tors,” the plan stated. 

It also called for a new Resource 
Recovery Park, featuring recycling 
and composting businesses, and 
specifies that such a park should not 
be on city parklands.

Since then, both the city’s Plan-
ning and Transportation Commis-
sion and the Parks and Recreation 
Commission unanimously voted to 
recommend keeping composting op-
erations away from Byxbee Park.

On Monday, numerous park-
land proponents characterized the 
composting operation as a noisy 
dump that mars what should be a 
pristine park.

“If you were going to build a 

beautiful garden in your home with 
flowers and trees and water, you 
wouldn’t put a Port-a-Potty in the 
middle of it,” resident Mary Carl-
stead said, echoing other comments. 
“That’s what the compost station in 
the middle of the park would be.”

Meanwhile, the city’s green lead-
ers, including Walt Hays, Mayor 
Larry Klein and Vice Mayor Peter 
Drekmeier, have argued that remov-
ing the composting from its current 
site would set the city back in its 
effort to reduce carbon emissions. 
On Monday, Klein, Drekmeier and 
Morton voted to accept the staff’s 
recommendation to extend compost 
operations by two years, to 2013, 
and form a new task force to con-
sider long-term options.

Council members Greg Schmid, 
Yoriko Kishimoto and Sid Espinosa 
sided with the park-conservationists 
and called for the compost site to 
become parkland, as dictated by the 
Baylands Master Plan, while a task 
force examines other alternatives.

Councilmen Pat Burt and Yiaway 
Yeh called for the operations to be 
extended by one year, to 2012, while 
a task force does its work. Burt also 
called for a greater exploration of 
alternative technologies that could 
be used for composting.

None of the three factions could 
muster enough votes Monday to 
pass a resolution, ensuring that the 
composting debate will smolder 
along into next year. Council talks 
are scheduled to continue Jan. 12. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

City Council (Dec. 15)
Architectural Review Board: The council held a joint session with the Architectural 
Review Board to discuss ways to clarify the city’s planning process for the public. 
Vote: None.
Police action plan: The council heard a presentation by Police Chief Lynne Johnson 
and Assistant Police Chief Dennis Burns about the department’s plan to reach out to 
minority communities. Vote: None.
Composting operation: The council debated the future of the city’s composting 
operations. Council members offered three different motions on composting alterna-
tives, but each motion was rejected. Vote: None. Next: The council will continue the 
composting discussion on Jan 12.

Board of Education (Dec. 15)
Enrollment: The board of the Palo Alto Unified School District met to discuss en-
rollment projections. The district is likely to grow by 1,221 students in the next five 
years. The district also looked at which schools have room for expansion. 
Vote: None.

Finance Committee (Dec. 16)
2008 Budget: The committee voted to recommend closing the budget of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2008. Vote: Unanimous.

Parks and Recreation Commission (Dec. 16)
Ten-year plan: The commission discussed creating a 10-year plan for the city’s com-
munity services and agreed to work on the plan. Vote: None.

Architectural Review Board (Dec. 18)
1800 Embarcadero Road: The board voted to approve a request by Arden Realty 
to make façade upgrades to 1800 Embarcadero Road. Yes: Lee, Lew, Malone Prit-
chard, Wasserman. Absent: Solnick.

CityView
A round-up of       government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

There are no public meetings scheduled for next week.

Public Agenda

30 Years of Title Insurance

BUYING, SELLING OR 
REFINANCING A HOME?

IT’S EASY – CHECK US OUT!

VISIT ENTITLEDIRECT.COM  OR CALL 1-877-9-ENTITLE
TO GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY

YOU CAN 
SAVE $$$$ ON 
TITLE INSURANCE.

15 Town & Country Village, Palo Alto (located near Scotts Seafood) 

Kitchen Cutlery 
up to 35% Off

Free Professional Sharpening 

with purchase

SERVING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS

Williams Cutlery

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

Compost
(continued from page 7)
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

www.starone.org
(408) 543-5202

toll-free (866) 543-5202
Sunnyvale

1080 Enterprise Way, Ste 150
Enterprise Way & 11th Ave

(Formerly H St & 11th Ave)

Cupertino
10991 N De Anza Blvd

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd

Blossom Hill Rd & Almaden Expwy

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

*The Star One Real Estate Loan(s) to any member is limited to $2 million (cumulative total)

Right Time. Right Mortgage.

Home Loans
We do business in accordance 

Now's the right time to buy the home you've been dreaming about. Let Star One help!

Carol McComb's "Starting to Play" workshop includes 
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration of 
the classes.* Regular cost is just $160 for ten weeks 
of group lessons, and all music is included.

*"Starting to Play" meets for one hour each Monday night for ten weeks 
beginning January 5. Students are encouraged to bring their own guitar, 
but both nylon-string and steel-string loaner guitars are available.

Other classes at more advanced levels are also offered. A full 
brochure is available at Gryphon.

650 493 2131

www.gryphonstrings.com

Learn the Guitar this WinterLearn the Guitar this Winter

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 61

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Dec. 8-15
Violence related
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Strong-arm robbery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .2
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .9
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Sale of drugs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Under influence of drugs  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbing the peace. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Noise ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .6
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Menlo Park
Dec. 9-15
Violence related
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Theft related
Burglary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Checks forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Fraud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . .1
Driving without license  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run w/ injury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Vehicle accident/major injury  . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .5
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Drug registrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Narcotics registrant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Domestic disturbance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Felon in possession of weapon  . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Meet citizen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Atherton
Dec. 9-15
Violence related
Assault and battery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle stop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Traffic details. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
Vehicle/traffic hazard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
911 hang-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Building/perimeter/area check  . . . . . . . .1
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Construction site checks  . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Foot patrol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Meet citizen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Road/sidewalk/other hazard. . . . . . . . . .2
Shots fired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Special detail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Town ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Greer Road, 12/08, 11:47 p.m.; suicide 
adult.
Encina Avenue, 12/09, 6:44 a.m.; domestic 
violence.
El Camino Real, 12/11, 9:56 a.m.; child 
abuse/neglect.
180 El Camino Real, 12/12, 4:28 a.m.; rob-
bery/strong arm.
San Antonio Avenue, 12/13, 8:43 p.m.; 
robbery/armed.
Arastradero Road, 12/13, 12:18 a.m.; do-
mestic violence/battery.
Emerson Street, 12/13, 12:59 p.m.; child 
abuse/physical.
El Camino Real, 12/14, 4:58 p.m.; domes-
tic violence/misc.
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Transitions
Births, marriages  

and deaths

Deaths
Alan MacPherson

Alan H. MacPherson, 74, a long 
time Greenmeadow resident, died at 
his home in Laguna Beach, Calif., 
Dec. 8.

Born in Calais, Maine, he spent 
his childhood in post-depression 
Maine and Vermont. After high 
school, he attended Stanford Uni-
versity to study mechanical engi-
neering but only had enough money 
to pay for his first term. He later 
earned a full academic scholarship, 
which he supplemented by working 
as a hasher in the dormitory caf-
eterias and in the summers mining 
gold and silver in Alaska and Idaho. 
He was also a member of the varsity 
crew team.

After graduating from Stanford in 
1956, he earned a master’s degree 
from MIT. He held technical posi-
tions at Space Technology Labo-
ratories in Redondo Beach, Calif., 
Dynamic Analysis and Control Lab-
oratory at MIT, and Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft in East Hartford, Conn. He 
then attended Harvard Law School, 
graduating in 1964.

He was a partner in MacPherson 
Kwok Chen & Heid LLP. Prior to 
founding that firm, he headed the 
patent group and served as chair-
man of Skjerven Morrill MacPher-
son LLP. Before his 22-year tenure 
at Skjerven, he was patent counsel 
at Fairchild Camera and Instrument 
Corporation in Silicon Valley, and 
at Bell Telephone Laboratories in 
Murray Hill, N.J. He was featured 
as “One of the Top Patent Lawyers 
in the State” in California Lawyer 
and “Best Patent Procurement At-
torney” in Upside magazine.

In addition to practicing law, he 
served on the board of directors for 
the San Jose Symphony, Stevenson 
House and Mid-Peninsula Citizens 
for Fair Housing. He was an enthu-
siastic amateur trumpet player and 
regularly played with the Green-
meadow band on Fourth of July. He 
also enjoyed reading, hiking and 
cycling.

He is survived by his wife Judith 
Cassedy MacPherson of Laguna 
Beach, Calif.; son Stuart MacPher-
son of Palo Alto; daughter Sara 
MacPherson of San Francisco; six 
grandchildren; six step-children; 
and eleven step-grandchildren. 

A memorial will be held Wednes-
day, Jan. 14, at 4 p.m. at Stanford 
Memorial Church

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Stanford University care 
of Gift Processing, P.O. Box 20466, 
Stanford, CA 94309. 

Ole’s Car Shop 
Passes the Wrench 

to Dave’s Auto 
Repair

Dave’s
Auto 

Repair

$15 Off
OIL CHANGE
Oil, Lube & Filter

Present this coupon before we perform your 
service. Expires 12/31/08

$20 Off
Labor On ALL

7.5, 30, 60, 90K Mile 
Services

Additional Charge for Synthetic Oil. With Coupon 
Only. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Present this coupon before we perform your 
service. Expires 12/31/08

SAVE ON SERVICE!

In these difficult times, Dr. Jean Schellenberg, clinical 
psychologist, can help you personally and professionally to:

5th HOURLY SESSION FREE AFTER 4 PAID SESSIONS

Got Hope?

For an appointment or more information call  
(650) 482-9977.

Affordable Paralegal Services 

FOR TODAY’S ECONOMY

We The People®

We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 

provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.
Santa Clara LDA #72, exp. 7/09.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

230 S. California Ave., #103
Palo Alto, CA 94306Kyle & Koko

Share a part of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School Blood Center

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu
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The man was in a wheelchair, 
parked in the waiting room of 
the Emergency Department, as a 
Stanford Hospital & Clinics musi-
cian, seated nearby, played his gui-
tar. Slowly, the man lifted his head 
and spoke in a quiet voice. “You’re 
saving my life,” he said.

Two floors up, in a room in the 
cardiac care unit, a woman sat in a 
chair next to her bed, her husband 
keeping her company in another 
chair across the room. A Hospital 
musician joined them and began 
to strum a guitar and sing, “That’s 
All,” the 1959 hit that begins “I 
can only give you love that lasts 
forever.” The woman sang along 
softly. Her husband nodded his 
head in time to the music. When 
the song was over, she turned 
slightly toward the musician and 
smiled. “You made my afternoon,” 
she said.

At the Stanford Cancer Center, 
Krista Bowman prepared for her 
hours-long chemotherapy treat-
ment. A Hospital musician ar-
ranged herself on an upholstered 
bench facing Bowman. The musi-
cian drew her harp to her shoulder 
and put her hands to its strings, 
and out poured a rippling melody 
that cast its warmth all around 
the large treatment room. Bow-
man smiled and relaxed back in 
her chair. 

More than an afterthought
Every single day at Stanford Hos-
pital & Clinics, music is, by design, 
an audible and effective element 
in healing. Within each month, 
every part of the Hospital receives 
a scheduled visit from a musician. 
Patients can request a special visit 
from a musician, for any reason. 
They can order CDs from the Hos-
pital’s collection to play in their 
room. Or, if able, they can attend 
the Bing Concert Series twice 

weekly concerts in the Hospital’s 
atrium, a central open space four 
stories high that is illuminated by 
a wall composed entirely of win-
dows. Or they might hear and see 
a musician playing in the hallway 
of their care unit.

In the summer, the sound of music 
from a concert in an outdoor patio 
might drift through the Hospital’s 
buildings. And when patients and 
their families arrive for their first 
visit at the Cancer Center, live 
music greets them from a musi-
cian playing a baby grand piano, 
harp or guitar. The musicians even 
go across the street to play for pa-
tients in the Hospital-owned apart-
ments that are a transition from 
hospital to home. For the Hospital’s 
physicians, nurses and staff, the 
music is a means to lessen their 
stress, too.

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiac care, cancer 
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among “America’s Best Hospitals” by U.S. News 
and World Report, Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs into the care of 
patients. The Hospital is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford.

These musi-
cians always 
exercise com-
passionate sen-
sitivity, shap-
ing their music 
to a particular 
patient and 
circumstance. 
Harpist and 
singer Barbra 
Telynor may 
sometimes 
hum instead 
of singing the 
words of a 
song. Grant 
often plays less 
well-known 
music because 
it’s impossible to know what kinds 
of memories a popular song might 
trigger. Underlying all the music 
is the idea that patients need do 
nothing but listen, and that is 
what distinguishes music from 
other elements in a medical set-
ting, Telynor said. “We come with 
no agenda, no needles, no tubes 
to plug in. And we stay as long as 
you want.”

Over the winter holidays, Kauf-
man adds an extra program 
to celebrate the season. Last 
year, the Marin Dance Theatre 
brought more than three dozen 
of its youthful dancers to debut a 
production of the ballet, “Sophie 
and the Enchanted Toyshop,” on 
a temporary stage set up in the 
atrium. More than 200 patients 
and staff found places to watch. 
For an hour, they enjoyed the mu-
sic of Rossini, Respighi, Strauss 
and Saint-Saens that filled the 
atrium’s great space. 

Soothing stress, rallying hope
Music as an instrument of heal-
ing, in particular the harp, has 

existed for several thousand 
years. The Bible includes a fa-
mous story about David soothing 
a tense King Saul with his harp 
playing. Only recently has science 
caught up to parse out what goes 
on in the human body when it 
hears music. Research evidence is 
mounting to support the positive 
physical and emotional effects of 
music. 

Dr. Steven D. Chang believes 
strongly in addressing the emo-
tional dimension of illness, espe-
cially for his cancer patients. “A lot 
of these patients are living day to 
day,” he said. “They’re not worried 
about a year from now. They live in 
the moment and music helps them 
do that.”

As director of the Hospital’s Cy-
berknife program, which provides 
computer image-driven radiation 
treatment for cancer patients, 
Chang has instituted a protocol 
that includes asking a patient 
about his or her favorite music. 
Hearing that music played dur-
ing procedures, he said, “takes 
away the monotony and helps 

special feature

Stanford Hospital & Clinics’ Music Program

Guitarist Jim Nichols is one of the Hospital’s musicians who make sure live music is 
widely available. Here, he plays in the waiting room of the Emergency Department.

Patients and families can experience the comfort of music in a variety of 

ways at Stanford Hospital & Clinics. The Hospital’s music program features 

live music available seven days a week, whether at a patient’s bedside, on 

the hospital nursing units, in the Stanford Cancer Center lobby or through a 

weekly concert series. All the music services are free. The program’s regularly 

scheduled events include:

•  Ambient Piano Series at Stanford Cancer Center, noon to 3 p.m. every 

Wednesday and Thursday. Listeners can enjoy talented pianists playing 

soothing and inspiring music from a broad repertory of styles in a casual 

environment in the lobby of the Stanford Cancer Center.

•  Bing Concert Series in the Hospital atrium, 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 

Fridays. A wide range of musical performers, both instrumental and vocal, 

present music in a venue that’s open to patients, families, visitors and staff.

•  Music on the Hospital Units. Musicians play on nursing units throughout 

the Hospital seven days a week.

•  Music at bedside. Patients can request a Hospital harpist or guitarist to play 

at their bedside. This service is provided seven days a week.

•  Recorded music on request. Portable CD players and a selection of CDs are 

available for patient use.
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them relax.” When patients have 
music during their treatment, he 
said, they don’t need as much anti-
anxiety medication. Music, he said, 
“plays a large role in helping pa-
tients adjust and adapt and work 
through their difficult times.”

For patients who may have to visit 
the Hospital repeatedly or stay for 
a long time, the chance to hear live 
music on a regular basis and get 
to know the musicians becomes 
part of their routine. Joe Silva 
received weeks of inpatient treat-
ment at Stanford. Once he and his 
wife Kristen found out about the 

Wednesday and Friday Bing Con-
cert Series, they became regulars. 
The music, Silva said, evolved into 
an important part of his stay.

And Grant has been playing for 
Bowman in the Cancer Center for 
months now, at each of her chemo-
therapy sessions. Bowman is espe-
cially receptive and appreciative. 
“I grew up with music and played 
music myself,” she said. Watching 
Grant play “gives you something to 
do. It’s cool to have something else 
to think about. I really love the 
music.”

People remember the music 
they have heard at the Hospital, 
Telynor said. “It’s something that’s 
quite magical and wonderful. Peo-
ple recall it and recall the Hospital 
in a more positive and supportive 
way because there’s something ten-
der that happened there.”

Harpist Barbary Grant is one of six Hospital musicians who play in patient rooms, in the Cancer Center and in the 
hallways of care units.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

“There is something about music 
that goes around the intellect and 
straight to the heart,” said Hospi-
tal musician Barbary Grant. “Peo-
ple don’t even think about it until 
the music starts, and then they 
realize they’re breathing easier. It 
transforms their state of mind.”

Each year, for more than 15 years, 
the Hospital has expanded mu-
sic’s presence as an “important 
and defining feature of our Hos-
pital,” said Barbara Ralston, Vice 
President of Guest Services and 
International Medicine. With the 
substantial support of donors with 
innovative vision and great gener-
osity, Ralston said, “we will con-
tinue our commitment to music.” 

Adding Music 
to Medicine
a Resounding Success

The Black Olive Quartet brings a jazzy note at a Bing Concert Series’ performance.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

Earlier this month, the Marin Dance Theatre performed Sophie and the Enchanted Toyshop in the Hospital atrium.

“ There is something about 
music that goes around 
the intellect and straight 
to the heart.”

– Hospital musician Barbary Grant

“ It’s cool to have something 
else to think about. I really 
love the music.”

– Krista Bowman, Stanford Hospital 
& Clinics patient

The feedback from staff, patients 
and their families, she added, 
“has been huge and positive and 
reinforced music’s importance and 
power in a healing environment.” 

A universal language 
beyond words
The Hospital’s music program 
is one of the most robust in the 
country, said its director, Greg 
Kaufman. He organizes the series 
of concerts at different locations, 
manages the program’s staff of six 
musicians and seeks out ways to 
fund new events. His long-lived 
love and knowledge of music and 
his own performance experience 
have translated into a wide variety 
of musical choices for patients.

In one month, listeners at the Bing 
Concert Series might catch jazz, 
classical or folk music, new and 
old, Latin American to Japanese to 
Celtic to big band, Tin Pan Alley 
and Jelly Roll Morton. Kaufman 
works hard for programming that 
represents a full library of music’s 
many styles. The same variety 
emerges when Hospital musicians 
play in their regular rounds. 

“ We come with no agenda, 
no needles, no tubes to 
plug in.”

– Hospital musician Barbra Telynor
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T he last time restaurateur Rob Fischer opened a 
new restaurant, the Palo Alto Creamery at Stan-
ford Shopping Center, the dot-com bust hit.

Then, came Sept. 11.
“They closed every mall on 9-11. It was hard. We had 

to buckle down and watch every penny,” he said.
Now Fischer is about to open a new Mexican restau-

rant — Reposado — in place of the old Caffe Verona at 
236 Hamilton Ave. in downtown Palo Alto. 

The food-industry veteran is hardly one to shrink 
from a challenge. 

Working at break-neck speed, Fischer presided over a 
crew of nearly a dozen laborers who were sawing, ham-
mering and laying cement last Friday. He plans to open 
the two-story restaurant, complete with two Margarita 
bars, this weekend.

“By Tuesday this place will look very different,” he 
said a week ago, indicating the painting would be com-
pleted during the weekend and the tables and chairs 
would be delivered early in the week.

Fischer has been in the restaurant business for 43 
years. He is confident he’ll succeed, despite opening 
smack-dab in the middle of an economic crisis, he said. 
The ominous predictions just mean he’ll keep a tighter 
rein on management.

“We’ll have to be very careful. ... You don’t just curl 
up and hide. You have to react to what’s happening. It’s 
always changing,” he said.

According to downtown restaurant owners and man-
agers, business has slipped dramatically in the past year, 
sparking concern over what the next few months will 
bring.

Timmie Cheng, a 28-year restaurant veteran and 
owner of Mandarin Gourmet at 420 Ramona St., said 
this time last year, bookings for holiday parties were 
down about 1 to 2 percent. But that drop increased to 10 
to 12 percent starting in April or May when gas prices 
went up.

If things don’t pick up after the holidays, Cheng 
will have to start rethinking her business strategy. Af-

ter Christmas, she might have to lower her prices, she 
said.

“Everybody’s in the same boat. I have asked around. 
Everybody’s waiting to see what will happen after the 
New Year,” she said.

Elisa Hernandez, manager at Andale Mexican Res-
taurant at 209 University Ave., said she hasn’t seen 
anything like this downturn in her 12 years with the 
restaurant.

“It’s very slow. It’s busy at lunch, but dinner is dead. 
(Sometimes) there is nothing,” she said.

Cameron Boos, manager at Nola Restaurant and Bar 
at 535 Ramona St., agreed.

“There’s a definite 10-percent decrease from last year, 
across the board. A lot of companies cancelled their 
holiday parties,” she said.

It’s not just the restaurateurs who are noticing. Palo 
Alto developer and landlord Jim Baer was able to book 
a private room at a restaurant with only two weeks’ 
notice — something unheard of at this time of year, 

Amid recession, downtown Palo Alto restaurateurs voice hope, apprehension about their bottom lines
by Sue Dremann

Inside the new Melt Ultra Lounge, people gather for drinks in mid-December.

‘We’ll have to be very careful. ... You don’t just curl up and hide.  
You have to react to what’s happening. It’s always changing.’

                          — Rob Fischer, owner of new restaurant, Reposado
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where it is usually necessary to book six weeks in ad-
vance, he said.

The economic troubles are being felt by restaurants 
throughout the state, and by all types of establishments, 
according to Dan Conway, spokesman for the California 
Restaurant Association. 

Restaurants that rely on tourist dollars, such as in San 
Francisco, began suffering during the summer. Other 
types of eateries are feeling the impact now. 

And the recession is hitting every sector of the indus-
try, from fast food to casual dining to high-end, white-
tablecloth establishments. That’s because eating out is 
one of the first places where people cut back, he said. 
In addition, restaurants are facing higher costs of doing 
business, due to rising commodities prices, higher cost 
of fuel and shipping, he added.

“In the last two months this recession has truly set 
in. ... (Earlier in spring) the higher-end and fast-food 
restaurants were doing better longer. Their incomes and 
spending tended to be less tied to the business cycle. 

But I do think in both segments there is starting to be 
a decline,” he said.

Real problems have hit the Central Valley, where 
unemployment has reached 15 to 20 percent in some 
sectors, he said.

“Palo Alto is an economically unique and distinct 
region” — thus far, he said. 

But that relative immunity could change. A report 
by Forrester Research, an independent technology and 
market-research company, indicates that Silicon Valley 
will see a reduction in spending and layoffs next year, 
Conway noted.

“Go talk to them after the first quarter,” he said, refer-
ring to Palo Alto restaurants.

D espite the dire predictions, some restaurateurs 
say they are doing well and they expect to con-
tinue to thrive, regardless of what lies ahead.

At the Old Pro on Ramona Street, business has been 
brisk.

“Basically, when people are depressed, they drink, 
and when they are happy, they drink,” Mehran Hafezi, 
general manager, said.

He pointed to the 19 big-screen televisions around the 
bar-restaurant’s walls.

“Sports are something that people turn to. It’s an ex-
cuse for everybody to keep going. We have a big and 
strong fan base,” he said.

In most restaurants, the ratio of food to alcohol sales 
is 60-40, but at the Old Pro, the numbers are reversed, 
according to Hafezi.

Fischer’s two Palo Alto Creamery restaurants are still 
doing well, offering comfort food and good value, he 
said. 

Baer said his renters who are restaurateurs are doing 
well, and he thinks downtown’s icons will continue to 
remain strong.

“Some, such as Il Fornaio and Evvia have such a fine 
business and are so well-managed they will sustain in 
the slowing economy,” he said.

‘Basically, when people are depressed, they drink,  
and when they are happy, they drink.’

          —Mehran Hafezi, general manager, Old Pro

Right, Jim Nunan, property 
manager of 541 Bryant St., 

cleans up the interior where 
the former Zucca Restaurant 

used to be. Below left, A 
pedestrian is reflected in the 

window of the closed Mint 
Leaf, formerly the Chicken 
Ranch, formerly Palermo, 

on University Avenue. Below 
right, Rob Fischer looks 

around the interior of his 
new restaurant, Reposado, 

where Caffe Verona used to 
be on Hamilton Avenue.

(continued on next page)
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Panos Gogonas, Evvia’s general manager, said the res-
taurant is having one of its best years.

“Thank God. You hear so many things. ... I still believe 
they will come. People won’t stop eating,” he said.

But Gogonas acknowledged that changing times means 
adaptation — and carefully watching the bottom line. De-
liveries of goods now come with service charges, some-
thing that didn’t exist until about a year ago. Business 
owners and managers now examine invoices for hidden 
charges, Gogonas said.

“We try to limit deliveries to two times a week rather 
than every day or we go out and get the produce our-
selves. ... There have been a lot of changes in the last 
few months,” Gogonas said. “We used to serve four lamb 
chops, now we serve three, and we’ve dropped the price,” 
he said.

Restaurants are more likely to offer incentives these 
days, and more and more sandwich boards are popping 
up outside of downtown restaurants, offering everything 
from two-for-one executive power lunches to a “Celebra-

tory Hour as Prelude to the Holiday Season. A three-
course prix fixe early dinner at lower prices.”

One window sign advertised: “Refer someone who uses 
our catering ($200 minimum) and get a free meal and a 
cocktail.” 

Paul Zumot, owner of Da Coffee Spot at 235 University 
Ave., has brought in a marketing manager to help drum 
up business. He wants to capitalize on having University 
Avenue frontage. Free samples of holiday drinks have 
been handed out to passers-by, and a new breakfast menu 
is getting a good reception. One Monday each month may 
become a free coffee day, and his marketer is looking at 
e-mail blasts and other Internet tools to generate pres-
ence. Sales have risen 10 percent since adding the new 
incentives, he said.

Zumot also owns Da Hookah Spot, a cafe that opens 
up on the side of the building and serves up 30 to 40 fla-
vors of low-nicotine, fruit-flavored tobaccos mixed with 
molasses smoked through water pipes. It’s a popular spot 
with the college crowd.

Zumot makes most of his money through his four Bay 
Area hookah shops, which serve Turkish coffee and Mo-
roccan teas. Despite the popular belief that people drink 

Cover Story

A s many in the industry will attest, operating a restaurant is 
a tough business, with a low profit margin, high overhead, 
inspections, regulations and 16-hour days.

Opening one is even tougher. The price tag to launch a new ven-
ture can start at $500,000 and go up from there, according to local 
restaurateurs. 

Michael Sabina and Jennifer Youll, owners of St. Michael’s Alley 
on Emerson Street, are well-acquainted with the costs, and the hard 
work. They recently opened a second St. Mike’s at 800 High St. 

The new St. Mike’s is a labor of love for the couple. It took 2½ years 
— with the construction done mostly by Sabina, without the help of 
contractors. Youll helped design it.

They saved on costs wherever they could. The new restaurant 
boasts a walnut bar made from an enormous 200-year-old tree that 
had fallen down in a friend’s yard, Italian oak flooring salvaged from 
a farmhouse in Italy and a mahogany and glass door and windows 
salvaged from a home in Hillsborough.

“We just saved everything we could,” Youll said, noting that Palo 
Alto developer Roxy Rapp helped procure stainless-steel shelving 
worth thousands of dollars and tables in the bar from Spago after 
that restaurant closed. The couple also recycled stainless steel from 
Noah’s Bagels when it closed on University Avenue.

They financed the project with as many no-interest-introductory-
offer credit cards as they could and borrowed money from their par-
ents. But they used income from the original St. Mike’s on Emerson 
to pay down some of the debt.

The couple bought the space at 800 High — two condominiums 
— rather than lease them, both as an investment and to secure their 
restaurant’s future.

“You can’t easily move a restaurant like you can an office where 
you can just pick up a desk and move to another building,” Youll 
said.

They’ll turn the old St. Mike’s into a family-style café offering 
artisanal pizzas, Sabina said. It’s still open. 

The new, 100-seat restaurant is serving private parties for now. But 
sometime in January, the new place will open to the general public, 
Sabina said.

Sabina and Youll planned a second St. Mike’s long before the cur-
rent economic crisis hit. Most people don’t realize how far in advance 
restaurateurs must think before opening their doors, they said.

Sabina glanced up at the hanging glass sconces above the bar last 
week. “I had to decide where the lights would be two years ago. I 
didn’t even know where the bar would be,” he said, recalling the early 
stages of building, when the wiring was added.

The couple remains committed to the restaurant for the long haul, 
they said. They don’t expect to get out of debt for five to 10 years. And 
they haven’t paid themselves since April, Sabina said.

Short of the economy going into freefall, the couple believes they 
can weather the tumultuous times, they said. Even in these tough 
times, people are drinking a little less wine, but the seats are still 
full, they said.

“After 9-11, every restaurant in town was empty, but we were still 
booming. People want comfort. ... We’ve become established in the 
community, it’s about being here night after night,” Sabina said.

The couple originally purchased St. Michael’s Alley in 1994, when 
it was still a bakery-coffee house. Neither had experience in the res-
taurant business, and they soon had a rude awakening. Some days, 
they’d only make $90.

“It was difficult to make a living when people came in for a $2 pot 
of tea. I called Jen and said we would’ve been better off having people 
come to our living room. It would’ve been cheaper,” Sabina said.

In 1998, they closed the restaurant for two months and remodeled. 
It reopened as the St. Mike’s customers know today: offering good 
food at a decent price in a comfortable atmosphere, Sabina said.

When President Bill Clinton and family rented St. Mike’s for a 
party celebrating Chelsea’s graduation from Stanford University, it 
put the restaurant on the map, Youll said. 

       — Sue Dremann

Opening a restaurant...
For owners of St. Michael’s Alley, moving to a new 

location has been a labor of love

Above, Jennifer Youll, 
owner of St. Michael’s 
Alley, pours a glass of 

wine for a guest, at the 
new location at 800 

High St. Right, CJ  
Hammer, executive chef 

of St. Michael’s Alley, 
and Jesus Meza plate up 

lunch entrees during a 
private party at the new 

location.

‘There’s a definite 10-percent decrease from last year, across the 
board. A lot of companies cancelled their holiday parties.’

             — Cameron Boos, manager at Nola Restaurant and Bar

Restaurants
(continued from previous page)
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and smoke more during hard times, business has dropped 
30 to 40 percent overall, he said. But the Palo Alto location  
is doing better than the other store. Zumot surmised that’s 
because Stanford students have more discretionary income 
than their less-well-heeled counterparts at San Jose State.

N ot all downtown restaurants will be able to ride out 
the recession. Some have already failed.

The Mint Leaf Asian Noodle House, a Thai and 
Vietnamese restaurant on University Avenue, closed in 
early November after relocating from Middlefield Road. 
It had moved into the former site of Palermo and the short-
lived Chicken Ranch, adjacent to Borders Books & Mu-
sic.

A few blocks away, on Bryant Street, an eviction notice 
was taped to the door of Zucca Restaurant in early Decem-
ber, after the restaurant’s two-year stint.

Piles of stainless-steel shelving were stacked outside in 
the alleyway. All that remained on the terracotta-colored 
walls was the outline of lettering that had spelled out the 
restaurant’s name.

The space is empty, cavernous.
Jim Nunan, the building’s landlord, is familiar with the 

comings and goings of restaurants. His mother, Annie 
Nunan, owned Nouveau Trattoria and Chez Annie, both 
located at the Zucca site. Before those places, the building 
housed Trattoria Romana. 

“In the restaurant business, if you can’t make a go of it in 
three to six months, you won’t succeed,” Jim Nunan said.

Zucca has another location in Mountain View, but 
owner Praveen Singh did not return phone calls for an 
interview.

Other restaurateurs have moved away from downtown. 
Fred Maddalena had owned Maddalena’s Restaurant 

and Café Fino on Emerson Street, two longtime downtown 
fixtures. After closing Maddalena’s, he had planned to 
revamp Café Fino, but two situations arose: first, the place 
needed seismic retrofitting; second, the landlord decided 
not to renew the lease, he said.

Maddalena couldn’t stay out of the business, though. 
He would have preferred to stay downtown, but has since 
opened Maddalena’s Cabaret Club in the Crowne Plaza 
Cabana Hotel and Resort at 4290 El Camino Real. The 
clientele are loyalists and are more mature than in most 
bars — 40 and older, he said.

For Maddalena, the move brings him full circle. He 

started working there when Doris Day still owned the 
place in the 1950s. When he was invited to open the caba-
ret, he couldn’t resist, he said.

Maddalena started in the restaurant business at age 16 
when he had to take care of his parents in Toronto, Canada, 
he said. Now pushing 80, he has seen many downturns, 
and he doesn’t worry, he said.

“It’s the same, the same,” he said, comparing the present 
situation to the past.

“You have to work very hard to keep it going — to keep 
people pleased. But I say ‘Yesterday’s history, tomorrow’s 
a mystery. Today’s the present. Enjoy today.’” 

For every departure comes a new opportunity — a cycle 
that is familiar to downtown restaurant watchers, recession 
or no. Last week, Melt Ultra Lounge opened in the space 
formerly occupied by Maddalena’s. Billed as a bar and 
restaurant, Melt offers “self indulgence, delectable food, 
electrifying music and heavenly cocktails.” 

Next door, Café Fino remains shuttered, its windows 
covered in brown paper, awaiting the next restaurateur 
ready to try his luck. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can be e-mailed at 
sdremann@paweekly.com.

‘In the restaurant business, if you can’t make a go of it in three  
to six months, you won’t succeed.’

                     — Jim Nunan, downtown landlord

Freddy Maddalena, the maitre d’ of Maddalena’s Cabaret Club at the Crowne Plaza Cabaña Hotel and Resort in Palo Alto (and former longtime owner of Maddalena’s and Café 
Fino), waits to greet incoming dinner guests on a recent weeknight.

(continued on next page)
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California Avenue
Special Holiday Shopping Section

Dine with us and have dessert on the house!

650-326-6505
Bring in this ad for a complimentary dessert: one per diner

Joanie’s
C  A  F  E

Happy Holidays 
from

240 Cambridge, Palo Alto 
(650) 327-3922
Mon.-Fri. 10-7, Sat 10-6

MAXIMART

W hat’s the most common type of cuisine in downtown Palo Alto? 
If you think it’s Italian, guess again. More restaurants serve 

California cuisine than any other, according to the Palo Alto 
Downtown Business and Professional Association.

All told, 96 eateries do business in the area bordered by El Camino Real 
and Middlefield Road and Lytton and Homer avenues, according to the 
association’s website, www.PaloAltoDowntown.com.

Here’s a breakdown of eateries by cuisine, not including those still in the 
works. Some restaurants listed themselves under more than one category:

Asian ....................... 1
Bakeries .................. 4
Cajun ....................... 1
California ................ 1
Coffee and Tea ...... 10
Chinese ................... 5
Delicatessen ............ 4
Diners ...................... 2
European ................. 4
Exotic/Unique ......... 5
Hamburgers ............ 1
Indian ...................... 5
Ice cream ................. 5

Italian ...................... 9
Japanese .................. 4
Mediterranean......... 6
Mexican .................. 3
Persian ..................... 3
Pizza ........................ 7
Sports Bar ............... 1
Tapas ....................... 1
Thai ......................... 4
Vegan ...................... 1
Vegetarian ............... 2
Vietnamese ............. 3

Dining downtown: by the numbers

— Sue Dremann

Left, Juan Tapia, a server at 
the new Sprout Cafe, carries 
salads to customers.  
Below, Vinh Vi is the owner 
of Sprout Cafe, which  
replaced the former Windy’s 
Chinese restaurant on  
University Avenue.

On the cover: 
Diners thin out  
towards the end of 
lunchtime at Osteria 
Cucina Tuscana in 
downtown Palo Alto. 
Photo by Veronica 
Weber.

(continued from page 25)
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For information and donations
go to

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Give to the Palo Alto 
Weekly’s Holiday Fund 
and your donation is 
doubled.

Holiday 
Deadlines

For the  
Dec. 26 issue 
– Monday,  
Dec. 22 at noon

For the  
Jan. 2 issue 
– Monday,  
  Dec. 29 at noon

OPEN HOME 
Listings are 
due by 5 pm  
on Monday, 
Dec. 22 and 

Dec. 29

Palo Alto 
Weekly

Paper. Plastic. Neither. 
Whatever it takes to remember!

Thanks for buying reusable bags. Now let Palo Alto retailers 
thank you for remembering to bring them. Shop the following businesses 

and get rewarded (e.g., discounts, cash back).
Visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/BYOBag to learn your reward.

Palo Alto businesses — become a BYOBag! Campaign Partner. Contact us for details.

(650) 496-5910
recycling@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle

And get paid for remembering.

* Denotes Community Partner

Accent Arts
Andronico‘s
Books Inc.
Channing House*
Common Ground Garden Supply 
     and Education Center
Congdon & Crome
Country Sun Natural Foods
Crossroads World Market
Curves - Palo Alto South
Edwards Luggage
Far East Living
FIVEten
Honeys & Heroes
J.J.& F. Market
Legar Salon
Mollie Stone‘s Market

The Oaxacan Kitchen
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce*
Palo Alto Community Federal 
     Credit Union
Palo Alto Hardware
Palo Alto Neighborhoods*
Palo Alto Sport Shop & Toy World
Patagonia
Peninsula Hardware
Piazza‘s Fine Foods
The Playstore
SkinSpirit
Starbucks Coffee Company 
     (locations: Middlefi eld Rd.,    
      California Ave.)
Walgreens*
Whole Foods Market

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City 
Council will hold a public hearing at the regularly sched-
uled meeting on Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:00 
p.m. or as near thereafter as possible, in the Council 
Chambers, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, pursuant 
to Government Code Section 30061, Title 3, Division 
3, relating to the Supplemental Law Enforcement Ser-
vices Fund, to consider the Police Chief’s request to 
purchase automated license plate reader equipment, 
sound meters,  digital cameras, alcohol screening de-
vices, upgraded flashlights and protection batons, and 
police trading cards. 

Copies of the City’s proposal are available in the Police 
Department, 275 Forest Avenue, Palo Alto, CA.

DONNA J. GRIDER
City Clerk

CITY OF PALO ALTO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Palo Alto Unified School District is inviting qualification 
information from highly qualified and experienced 
individuals, firms, partnerships, corporations, associations, 
or professional organizations to provide comprehensive and 
professional environmental consulting services to the District 
for new construction and modernization projects relating to 
the District’s facilities development of its public schools.

Interested firms are invited to submit their Proposal as 
described below, with one (1) original and five (5) copies of 
requested materials to:

 Palo Alto Unified School District
 Facilities Department
 25 Churchill Avenue, Building “D”
 Palo Alto, CA 94306
 Attn:  Thomas Hodges

Questions regarding this request for proposals (“RFP”) may 
be directed to Thomas Hodges at thodges@pausd.org.  

ALL RESPONSES TO THIS RFQ MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY 4:30 PM, FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2009.

This is not a request for bids or an offer by the District 
to contract with any party responding to this RFQ.  The 
District reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals.  All 
materials submitted to the District in response to this RFQ 
shall remain property of the District and may be considered a 
part of public record

December 15, 2008

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTING SERVICES

Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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A vote for bio-char
Editor,

Monday the City Council consid-
ered its options for Byxbee Park. 
The Planning and Transportation 
Commission had already concluded 
that large scale composting was “in-
consistent with the Baylands Master 
Plan due to its visual, odor, dust and 
potential vector impacts on the use 
of the park.”

Many in Palo Alto want to keep 
the composting site because of the 
importance of managing our own 
waste. We are past the time when we 
can dump our waste on neighboring 
communities.

I am writing to bring to public at-
tention a technology that may bring 
both parties what they want: Byxbee 
Park and recycling.

The technology uses a process 
that burns organic waste at high 
temperatures under conditions of 
low oxygen to produce two prod-
ucts: syngas, a liquid fuel and bio-
char which is a highly active soil 
amendment. Benefits include:

that will help Palo Alto pass its goal 
of 5 percent reduction in carbon.

agriculture yields and reduces the 
need for chemical fertilizers. 

waste from 7.5 to 1.5 acres and elim-
inates noise, odor, dust and pests. 

I encourage the Council to recom-
mend bio-char production as one of 
the options considered by the Task 
Force. This process is an excellent 
alternative to windrow compost-
ing, which unfortunately does not 
sequester carbon.

Kelly Way
Palo Alto

Complete Byxbee
Editor,

There has been a lot of smoke 
blowing lately and it is not just from 
the compost fire.

I have not changed my mind about 
continuing refuse operations, includ-
ing composting on Byxbee Park. At 
the scheduled landfill closing in 
2010, the city will have been using 
parkland for refuse for 45 years – 
the better part of most people’s life-
times. It is time to complete the park 
and make the entire park available 
as public open space.

The staff report is loaded with 
erroneous data to support the case 
for continuing the composting op-
eration. The cost for composting 
at Byxbee is underestimated by at 
least $14.60/ton (18.9 percent) and 

Zbest is overestimated by $9/ton 
(37.9 percent)

Carbon emissions are likewise 
overblown by anywhere from 20 
percent to 50 percent because of 
faulty assumptions used. Even so, 
the Staff’s 1,100 metric tons of 
carbon equals just 2.39 car trips a 

day — not very much in light of the 
huge expansions at Stanford that 
will bring in as many as 3,500 com-
muters and who knows how many 
more shoppers. Let’s be real.

It’s time for Palo Altans to en-
joy our long awaited Byxbee Hills 
Park.

Forest Avenue
Palo Alto

Late launchers
Editor,

Thank you for raising awareness 
regarding the “Late to Launch” Gen-
eration Y teens and young adults. 
As a Palo Alto career counselor in 
private practice, I have spent the 
last 20 years guiding hundreds (in 
this age group) through the career 
decision-making process.

Your article described the con-
fusion this age groups feels given 
the myriad of choices and multiple 
interests they may have. Going one 
step further, it is necessary to teach 
them that not every interest can 
or needs to be utilized in a single 
career. By designing a “work-life” 
plan they can define which interests 
they want to incorporate in their 
work/career while others remain as 
hobbies.

The Palo Alto schools do a great 
job exposing children of all ages 
to different occupations. I recall in 
kindergarten, my daughter’s teacher 
had “Career Day,” and brought in 
parents to describe what they do in 
their jobs. A more sophisticated ver-
sion is also done in the high schools. 
Gunn holds a career fair every other 
year and encourages students to at-
tend information sessions with pro-
fessionals in diverse fields.

Every parent can recall those “All 
About Me” journals, whereby teach-
ers will ask children to describe 
what job they see themselves doing 

my 20-year-old daughter’s second-
grade biography and her answer to 
this career question was: “I want to 
make ‘Got Milk’ commercials.”

We laughed about this, as her first 

she is leaning towards psychology. 
Some ideas stick but, more often, be 
prepared that things will change and 
that is typical.

work is a process, not a means to 
an end.

Bonnie Goodman
Tolman Drive

Stanford

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Food, shelter crisis 
hits ‘new poor’: Us

A level of basic need unprecedented in our lifetimes is 
sweeping over Santa Clara and San Mateo counties — 

it is a test of our soul

W hile many of us share worries about the economy, getting 
home loans and what’s happening to personal stock portfolios 
and retirement accounts, some today worry about dinner for 

their families, or where they can shelter against the bitter cold. 

have so many in our immediate region felt economic hardship 
so badly, according to credible officials in foundations and 
organizations on the front line of a struggle to alleviate the worst 
of the pain — as in hunger pangs, cold and the panic of facing a 
personal economic catastrophe. 

“We’re at a crisis,” Emmett Carson, respected CEO of the 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation, declared at a “Food and 
Shelter Summit” in Mountain View in early December. He was 
speaking to an audience of about 100 leaders of community 
organizations, businesses and foundations involved in providing 
or funding community services. (A full report on the summit is 
at www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/story.php?story_id=10088 .)

Providers reported they are facing an increased level of 
immediate need that is unprecedented in decades while at 
the same time donations have fallen off sharply — half the 
community-service organizations report serious drops in giving 
this year. Even large, well-endowed foundations, such as the Los 
Altos-based David and Lucile Packard Foundation that is a heavy 
funder of food-and-shelter programs, have seen the bottom fall 
out of their investment portfolios. 

Shelter and food providers report that the combination of job 
layoffs and home foreclosures has given rise to a “new poor” 
— formerly middle-class employees, including white-collar 
managers, who have fallen on unexpected poverty and are 
struggling to keep afloat day to day, physically, financially and 
emotionally. 

“What’s striking is that the current economic crisis is erasing 
the delicate line between the poor and us. What’s so alarming 
now is that there are double-digit increases month after month” 
in people applying for basic food-and-shelter aid, the head of 
one major community-service agency serving Silicon Valley 
reported.

People who used to volunteer in food lines are now standing 
in them, Poncho J. Guevara, executive director of the San Jose-
based Sacred Heart Community Service, said. 

While the crisis reflects national, state and worldwide trends, 
the need at a local level is immediate and real. For instance, by 
early December Second Harvest Food Bank (the largest provider 
of food assistance to our two-county region) had distributed 25 
million pounds of food in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties 
this year — but based on demand the nonprofit estimated there is 
an unmet need for more than 140 million pounds.

Translate that need to hungry children and families, far 
beyond the stereotypical sidewalk panhandler with a battered 
“homeless” sign. “The poor” now includes not just chronically 
or borderline homeless but workers who have lost jobs or have 
reduced work hours or face increased housing costs, Guevara 
noted. “They worked in retail, construction and financial 
(institutions). They came from strong educational backgrounds,” 
he said.

Carson expressed optimism, but framed in a daunting 
challenge: “The good thing about a crisis is you suspend business 
as usual. We’re at a crisis, and we’re at a crisis in a time when we 
have the right people in this room,” he said of those attending the 
summit.

He announced that the Community Foundation is providing $3 

different organizations that provide direct-assistance services in 
San Mateo and Santa Clara counties. 

People are responding to the unprecedented level of need, 
he said, citing more than 135 individuals and organizations 
across the region that within six weeks made donations ranging 
from $20 to $250,000. The foundation was able to increase its 
safety-net grants from the initial $1 million goal to $3 million in 
December. Efforts also are underway to better inform people of 
services and to streamline access to food stamps. 

But Carson noted that the $3 million is an emergency stopgap 
effort that will last only through the holiday season and into 
early 2009. More responses from the heart and pocketbook 
are necessary — which constitutes a soul-test individually and 
collectively as a region and community. 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Do you give to community organizations during 
the holidays? Why or why not?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com 
or shorter comments to readerwire@paweekly.com. Include your name, 
address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve the right 
to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors 
known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Assistant to the Editor 
Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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Has the economy affected your spending on food and restaurants?
Asked at Town and Country Shopping Center. Interviews by Kris Young. Photographs by Dana Ullman.

Erika Jakob
Designer
Alannah Court, Palo Alto

“It didn’t really affect us that much be-
cause my husband is an expat and we 
don’t go out as much because of the 
kids. I have had friends that lost jobs. 
We try to be generous and have people 
over for dinner. We’ve also donated 
more than other years.”

Kathleen Kerry
Retiree
Cowper Street, Palo Alto

“So far it hasn’t; if things continue it 
will undoubtedly will. We don’t do the 
restaurant scene. It’s just the two of us 
now so it’s not bad. My husband works 
for start-ups and I’m sure they’ll lose 
funding if the economy worsens.” 

Richard Linn
Semi-retiree
Independence Street, Mountain View

“I have a disability, my stocks have 
dropped and I’ve lost a lot of money. 
So I’m more careful with my spending. 
I still try to get the best food I can. 
Specially for food and heat, otherwise 
I economize. I’m always cognizant of 
what I’m buying.” 

Paul Mastromatteo
Accountant
Forest Avenue, Palo Alto

“Food is much the same. But going out 
to eat is tailored to being more eco-
nomical. I want to get good value for 
my food. I find we’re eating at home 
more often. And less on spontaneous 
things, like a milkshake or a burger.” 

John Foster
Stay-at-home Dad
Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto

“Definitely cut down a little bit. My wife 
and I haven’t treated ourselves to date-
night dinners as much. I’m a strong 
believer of healthy organic food. It’s 
still more expensive for organics but 
it’s worth it.”

by Nancy McGaraghan

M y mother sent 
me a book 
earlier this 

month.
It’s an eye-catching 

little red-and-white 
book with the catchy 
title: “The Purpose of 
Christmas.” 

Some of you might 
have read, “The Pur-
pose-Driven Life” 
by the same author. Inside the book was my 
mom’s usual Post-It note — mom is a person 
of few words. 

She wrote that she had heard about the book 
and thought I might like it. But, she contin-
ued, “I’m not so sure it’s all that great — bits 
and pieces are, but too much stress on sin, sin, 
sin!”  

Sin notwithstanding, her good old waste-
not-want-not spirit prevailed and she sent the 
book with an apology, “Oh well — I had good 
intentions.”

I think mom got it right. Christmas can’t be 
reduced to a self-help gimmick and certainly 
does not invite reflections on sin and damna-
tion.

But strangely enough, mom’s sentiments 
echo a growing suspicion that Christmas has 
become more malady than miracle.

To some extent, this is true. This year, the 
extremely difficult economic times are a bleak 
and discouraging backdrop to Christmas. We 
have known for decades that commercialism 
“threatens the Christmas spirit.” 

Christmas 2008 might finally be enough 

to make us find ways to celebrate that don’t 
depend on the perfect gift or party or deco-
rations. I certainly see this happening in my 
family and friends. 

But that is not all. We can learn a lesson 
from Ebenezer Scrooge and his ghosts. Christ-
mas is meant for everyone, and this year espe-
cially lots of people will not celebrate unless 
we help. We are all in this together. 

But putting aside commercialism, simpli-
fying, the bad economy and humbug, there 
is an even more disturbing objection that is 
apparently getting more than a little attention. 
Some are asking: Should Santa be debunked? 
Santa??!!

I was with a group of women friends re-
cently and the answers to this question were 
surprisingly mixed. Most remembered the 
combined feelings of awe and affection for 
Santa and thought that was true for their chil-
dren, too. 

Many could not remember when they 
stopped believing and, in fact, thought they 
believed and disbelieved at the same time. One 
woman said she and her husband knew their 
kids had stopped believing in Santa when they 
spiked his glass of milk with brandy.

Christmas morning came with a reprimand 
from Jolly Old St. Nick, who might have been 
a bit more jolly had he been real.

Not everyone had fond memories of Santa. 
For some, he had been the occasion for teas-
ing, confusion and in one case had caused a 
total lack of trust in the child’s faith in her par-
ents. Another remembered the fear of waking 
up to find lumps of coal in someone’s stock-
ing, the scarlet letter of the bad child. 

Why persist with a myth that is supposed 

to light up a child’s imagination with wonder 
and awe and allow the belief that anything is 
possible when we adults know he is a fantasy 
and his promises will ultimately fall flat, at 
least for most?  

I think the answer is simple. And I think it is 
at the heart of the purpose of Christmas. (Al-
though, I would be all in favor of eliminating 
the good-child-bad-child part of the story.)  

Santa persists as a symbol of Christmas 

precisely because he has the ability to open 
all of us, children and adults, to mystery and 
wonder. It’s a departure from our purposeful 
lives, where will power and personal achieve-
ment are the measure of success.  It imagines 
a life where the whole can be more than the 
sum of the parts. And the difference is, well, 
miraculous! 

Like the traditional Christmas story, belief 
in Santa invites us to suspend our disbelief 
and linger, if only for a little while in a world 
where the impossible is possible and kindness 
can light up the darkness.  

Santa doesn’t deny hardship, he attends to 
it. And if Santa has become unpalatable it is 
because we have added layers that make him 
so — like the lumps of coal, or because our 
kids have picked up on the culture of over-
indulgence we have handed them.

To deny Santa is to deny the miracle of 
Christmas. And to deny it at this time when 
there is so much darkness in our world would 
be a tragedy. Most children are exposed to 
more reality than their young years can make 
sense of. And none of us needs a Christmas 
message in which miracles are replaced by a 
non-jolly boot camp for sinners.

More than ever we need a collective belief 
that the light of goodness and kindness can 
be found even in the darkest night. When we 
believe in this, we can begin to live in ways 
that light up our world all through the year, 
reflecting the dawn of Christmas morning. ■

Nancy McGaraghan is a member of the 
Weekly’s Board of Contributors. She can be 
e-mailed at chezmcg@hotmail.com.

Mixed – or missed? – messages of Christmas
Board of Contributors

We can learn a lesson from 
Ebenezer Scrooge and his 
ghosts. Christmas is meant 
for everyone, and this year 
especially lots of people will 
not celebrate unless we help. 
We are all in this together. 
    But putting aside 
commercialism, simplifying, 
the bad economy and 
humbug, there is an even 
more disturbing objection 
that is apparently getting 
more than a little attention. 
Some are asking: Should 
Santa be debunked? 
Santa??!!

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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by Emilie Doolittle

S tudents hear it on the news. 
They hear it from politicians. 
They hear their own family 

talking about it, but how can they 
understand the economic downturn 
when even financial investment 
advisors are baffled by it? That is 
where Gunn High School econom-
ics teacher Phil Lyons comes in.

Several times a week he takes 
topically relevant questions from 

students and even teachers. And 
usually one answer leads to more 
questions.

Lyons gave a brief lecture to his-
tory teacher Lynne Navarro’s class 
about the similarities between the 
Great Depression and today’s eco-
nomic crisis. The moment he men-
tioned government bailouts junior 
Israel Cervantes raised his hand 
and asked, “Where do we get the 
money from?”

“Bonds,” Lyons said and then ex-

plained that a bond is a dept repaid 
later.

“So what if the government isn’t 
able to pay for the bonds?” Cer-
vantes asked.

“That hasn’t happened yet.”
Then junior Caitlin Bourg joined 

the conversation. “But really our 
country is working on imaginary 
money that doesn’t exist?” she 
said.

“That’s correct.”
Most of the students will not take 

economics until senior year, but 
already their curiosity is piqued. 
Lyons has seen the economics de-
partment grow from 90 to 160 stu-
dents within the last few years. The 
school hired a second economics 
teacher and now offers a year-long 
advanced-placement economics 
class as well as a mandatory semes-
ter of introductory economics.

For the students. understanding 

SHOES FOR THE HOMELESS ...  
My New Red Shoes, a nonprofit 
organization that provides brand-
new clothing and shoes to home-
less and low-income children, is 
looking for motivated high school 
students from the Peninsula to 
join the Teen Advocacy Council. 
Participants will learn about the 
issues facing homeless youth 
and then apply what they have 
learned to several advocacy, art 
and community projects to edu-
cate the public about homeless-
ness. They will earn a minimum of 
25 hours of hands-on community 
service. Interested students can 
come to a meeting from 4 to 5 
p.m. Jan. 13 at the Burgess Rec-
reational Center, 700 Alma St., 
Menlo Park, or apply at www.
mynewredshoes.org.

GIFTS TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
VOLUNTEERS ... The Envi-
ronmental Volunteers, which 
provides environmental science 
programs to more than 11,000 
Bay Area students every year, are 
accepting “Season’s Greenings 
Honor Cards,” a tax-deductible 
donation in the name of a spe-
cial person this holiday season. 
The card is made of recyclable 
paper and embedded with native 
wildflower seeds. For a Season 
Greenings gift, call 650-961-0545 
or visit www.EVols.org.

IT’S BEE SEASON ... Students 
at Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle 
School participated in the Na-
tional Geographic Geography 
Bee. Out of 200 students, the top 
scorers Jeffrey Wang and Alex 
Kong competed in the champion-
ship round, which was televised 
live on KJLS on Dec. 3. The com-
petition went into overtime with 
a tie-breaking question: In July 
2008, Radovan Karadzic, wanted 
for war crimes committed during 
the Bosnian War, was arrested 
in the capital city of what Balkan 
country? Alex gave the correct 
answer — Serbia — and won the 
final round. He now awaits results 
of the California State Geo Bee 
qualification test. He and Jeffrey 
each received a $50 cash prize 
from the school’s PTA.

GAMER WINS NATIONALLY ... 
Palo Alto High School senior Alex 
Wein co-created the computer 
game Age of Ecology, which won 
the Best Student Game award 
in the 2008 Serious Games 
Showcase and Challenge at the 
Inter-service/Industry Training 
Simulation and Education Confer-
ence in Orlando, Fla. The goal of 
the competition was to identify 
innovative game-based technolo-
gies and solutions that improve 
training across all segments for 
individuals, groups and systems. 
Wein and Carl Jackson, a senior 
at Philips Andover Academy, 
Mass., made the game last sum-
mer as volunteer interns at the 
U.S. Geologic Survey in Menlo 
Park and Stanford University.

LOCAL PRINCIPAL ON STATE-
WIDE GROUP ... Kara Rosen-
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At Gunn High School 
students ask same question 
their parents are asking: 
What caused our country’s 
economic recession?

Economics 
teacher offers

Top, Students Beth Holtzman, right, and Susha Roy, center, get help from economics teacher Phil Lyons as they study for their economics final exam 
at Gunn High School. Lyons draws macro economics graphs, including a Keynesian Cross, aggregate supply and demand graph and Lafter Curve, 
in his classroom, while a student takes her final.
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berg, the principal of Palo Alto 
Adult School, has been appointed 
to the Adult Education Council 
for the Association of California 
School Administrators. She will 
help identify and study issues re-
lated to adult education and work 
to enhance effective relationships 
with professional educational 
organizations, business, indus-
try and the community at large. 
Prior to becoming a principal, 
Rosenberg was a teacher at Palo 
Alto Adult School for more than 
20 years. She is also a member 
of California Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Languages 
and the California Council for 
Adult Education.

Talk about school and kids’ issues 
at Town Square! To start a conver-
sation, just post a topic at Palo Alto 
Online, www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

The blackboard is a regular fea-
ture announcing news and events 
related to schools and youth. Send 
news to At School Editor Emilie 
Doolittle at edoolittle@paweekly.
com.

Look inside today’s insert for Holiday Savings!
NO

Winter Registration Now Open
continuingstudies.stanford.edu - 650.725.2650

Stanford Continuing Studies - Celebrating 20 Years!

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts & sciences,
creative writing, and professional & personal development. Designed to cultivate learning and enrich

the lives of adults in the Bay Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Beginning the New Presidency: The Critical First 90 Days

Modernist Artists in Provence: From Renoir to Late Picasso

Terroir: The Geology and Wines of California

The Bible Uncensored

Aging and the Brain

A Practical Guide to Creating a Sustainable Energy System

Roman History: An Introduction

Highlighted Courses This Winter:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking applications 
from persons interested in an unexpired term ending July 31, 2009.

Eligibility Requirements: Composed of seven members who are not 
Council Members, officers, or employees of the City, and who are 
residents of the City of Palo Alto.  Regular meetings are at 7:00 p.m. 
on the second and last Wednesdays of each month.

Duties:  The Planning and Transportation Commission’s primary duties 
include: a) Preparing and making recommendations to the City Council 
on the City’s Comprehensive Plan regarding development, public 
facilities, and transportation in Palo Alto; b) Considering and making 
recommendations to the City Council on zoning map and zoning 
ordinance changes; c) Reviewing and making recommendations to 
the City Council on subdivisions and appeals on variances and use 
permits; and d) Considering other policies and programs affecting 
development and land use in Palo Alto for final City Council action.

Appointment information and application forms are available from the 
City Clerk’s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto (Phone: 650-329-
2571) or may be obtained on the website at http://www.cityofpaloalto.
org/clerk/planning.html

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk’s Office is 5:00 
p.m. Monday, January 5, 2009.

Please Note: The Clerk’s office will be closed from December 24, 
2008 to January 4, 2009.  During this period of time, applications may 
be obtained and submitted at the Revenue Collections window in the 
first floor lobby of City Hall.

 DONNA J. GRIDER
 City Clerk

PALO ALTO RESIDENCY IS A REQUIREMENT.

 NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMISSION
FOR ONE, UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING  

JULY 31, 2009
(Term of Sandas)

economic theory is not enough. 
They want to know how the country 
ended up in economic crisis. Who is 
to blame? Will the government bail-
out work? Should taxes be raised or 
lowered? Will the upcoming gen-
eration be saddled with the burden 
of this debt for decades to come?

“I was interested in what caused 
the economic collapse and why no 
one knew this was coming,” said 
senior Justin Kahn, who is in ad-
vanced economics. “I’ve heard re-
ports from banks saying they knew 
this was coming, but then why 
didn’t they stop giving out loans?”

With his students’ curiosity in 
mind, Lyons rewrote his lesson 
plans to spend a week teaching 
them about the country’s financial 
crisis. They listened to a National 
Public Radio piece on the recession. 
They studied handouts on housing 
information. Lyons said students 
came to their own conclusions that 
many people in the U.S. were buy-
ing homes when they could not af-
ford to, resulting in foreclosures and 
banks closing.

“It really showed me how banks, 
mortgage brokers and consum-
ers work,” senior Maggie Goulder 
said. “It was overwhelming because 
I learned how much I didn’t know. 
You can’t just blame one person.”

This was not the first time Lyons 
veered away from traditional les-
sons on economic theory. During 
the election, he pulled out the vot-
ers’ ballot. He had his students look 
at all the measures that would spend 
money by issuing bonds and then 

all the measures that would raise 
revenue by increasing taxes.

“When the students added up, 
there were $100 billion in bonds,” 
Lyons said. “The students looked at 
the numbers and realized the ini-
tiatives were advocating spending 
rather than collecting and we either 
have to spend less or collect more.”

The lesson was pertinent and the 
students appreciated it. “Mr. Lyons 
always wants to show us the truth 
about the issues,” Kahn said. “He 
wants his students to know about 
the real-world problems and what 
causes them ... He is very tuned in 
with these sorts of things, but then 
there are social and political issues 
that can’t be answered.”

As much as his students want to 
know how the country can get out 
of the current crisis, Lyons cannot 
give them immediate answers. They 
have to understand the fundamen-
tals of economics first. 

“I feel bad because I say we’re go-
ing to learn this in three months,” 
he said.

By the end of the year, Lyons will 
have his students go through the 
budgets and expenditures of each 
presidency since President Ronald 
Reagan, to learn how the country 
ended up with a trillion-dollar defi-
cit.

He does not want to give his stu-
dents the fast answers as to why the 
stock market and housing market 
crashed or how the government can 
bail out companies. He wants them 
to use basic economics to calculate 
it on their own. 

Staff Writer Emilie Doolittle 
can be e-mailed at edoolittle@
paweekly.com.

Blackboard
(continued from previous page)

Economics
(continued from previous page)
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Sports
Shorts

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Friday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at 

South Carolina, 4 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
Men’s basketball: Northwestern at 

Stanford, 7 p.m., KTRB (860 AM); KZSU 
(90.1 FM)

Women’s volleyball: NCAA champi-
onship match, 5 p.m., ESPN2

Sunday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at 

Tennessee, 4 p.m., ESPN2; KZSU (90.1 
FM)

Tuesday
Men’s basketball: Stanford at Santa 

Clara, 8 p.m., ESPNU; KTRB (860 AM); 
KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

PREP ALUMNI . . . Gunn High 
grad (2008) Miranda Der has 
been named to the women’s 
gymnastics team representing the 
United States at the 2009 World 
Maccabiah Games. Officially 
recognized by the International 
Olympic Committee, the 18th 
World Maccabiah Games, sched-
uled for July 12-23, 2009, will be 
the world’s third-largest interna-
tional athletic competition, behind 
only the Olympics and the Com-
monwealth Games. Der compet-
ed in the gymnastics tryouts Dec. 
7 at the Bart Connor Gymnastics 
Center in Norman, Okla. The 
countryís best Jewish gymnasts 
were invited to attend, and many 
attended the tryouts in Norman, 
including recent Stanford gradu-
ate and Men’s U.S. National Team 
member David Sender. The top 
six finishers in every division 
made the team . . . Palo Alto High 
grad Jeremy Lin, a junior guard 
on the Harvard men’s basketball 
team, averaged 15.5 points, 5.5 
assists, 4.0 rebounds and 2.5 
steals in two games last week. 
Lin led Harvard with 18 points, 
seven assists, five rebounds, 
three blocked shots and three 
steals against Northeastern on 
Wednesday before scoring 13 
points with four assists Saturday 
at George Washington.

NATIONAL CHAMP . . . The Palo 
Alto Lightning had one team 
member bring home a national 
championship from the National 
Junior Olympics cross-country 
finals last weekend in Richmond, 
Va. Julia Bounds raced to vic-
tory in the Bantam Girls division, 
clocking 11:34 over the 3,000-
meter layout at Pole Green Park 
to stay undefeated this season. 
The top 25 finishers in each age 
division were awarded All-Amer-
ican status. The national meet 
featured the top 25 finishers from 
each regional qualifying meet. 
Bounds defeated 220 runners 
in her race. The Lightning had 
six others who competed in the 
meet, as well — Claudia Denoue, 
Dennis Mandutzo, Ben Zaeske, 
Kent Slaney, Romain Hardy and 
Dariya Smith.

Palo Alto senior Jessie Duller (second from left) is congratulated by Erika Hoglund after Duller’s goal gave the 
Vikings a two-goal lead on the way to a 3-1 league-opening soccer victory over Monta Vista on Wednesday.

PREP ROUNDUP

Keith Peters

Gunn senior Nikki Bahlman scored three goals and 
added an assist in a 4-0 win at Milpitas.

Kyle Terada

Expectations high 
for Gunn, Paly soccer

by Keith Peters 

V ery few soccer teams finish the season with a vic-
tory, and those are Central Coast Section champi-
onship squads. The Gunn and Palo Alto boys and 

girls were not among that elite group in 2007-08.   
A new season, and year, is at hand and expectations 

can be high for a while longer after all four squads 
opened their respective league seasons with victories 
on Wednesday.

The Palo Alto boys held off host Monta Vista, 1-0, 
while the Gunn boys did the same against visiting Mil-
pitas, 3-2. The Paly girls scored early to beat the visiting 
Matadors, 3-1, while the Gunn girls made the trip to 
Milpitas worthwhile with a 4-0 triumph.

All four teams suffered various forms of frustration 
last season.

The Paly boys advanced all the way to the CCS Divi-
sion II finals before falling to Pajaro Valley in sudden 
death to finish 14-5-6. The Gunn boys finished the year 
10-10-3 after losing in the second round of CCS. The 
Paly girls struggled in league play and eventually lost 
in the second round of CCS to finish 14-6-2, and Gunn 
girls won only twice in the SCVAL De Anza Division 

Picking
up the
slack

Landry Fields providing 
extra offense for 

unbeaten Stanford men

by Rick Eymer

L andry Fields reached double 
figures in scoring five times in 
his first two years as a mem-

ber of the Stanford men’s basketball 
team.

The junior forward has done it 
four times in six games this season, 
and three in a row for the first time 
in his college career.

Until Wednesday night, Fields 
had never led the Cardinal in scor-
ing. He had 15 points and seven 
rebounds in helping Stanford beat 
visiting Northern Arizona, 66-57, in 
a nonconference contest.

“I was happy to see Landry play 
the way he did,” Stanford coach 
Johnny Dawkins said. “He had a 
nice breakout game and made a 
couple of key baskets. He did a ter-
rific job. I’ve grown to enjoy watch-
ing him play.”

On nights when Anthony Goods 
and Lawrence Hill, the team’s top 
two leading scorers, struggle, it is 
nice to have a player like Fields step 
forward to pick up the slack and lead 
Stanford.

Goods (he and Hill combined on 
a 4-of-17 shooting night) and Kenny 
Brown each added 12 points and 
Josh Owens had 11 points and eight 
rebounds as the Cardinal (6-0) re-
mains unbeaten on the season.

The affair began a stretch of seven 
games within Santa Clara County 
over 19 days. The only road game 
in that span is at Leavey Center in 
Santa Clara on Tuesday.

The Cardinal faces a stiff test on 
Saturday when Northwestern (7-1) 
visits for a 7 p.m. contest.

“I know that we played them last 
year and they have pretty much the 
same team coming back,” Fields 
said. “We have to get into the gym 
and prepare for them.”

Fields was instrumental during a 
four-minute stretch midway through 
the second half that produced a 13-0 
Stanford run that pushed a three-
point lead into a comfortable ad-
vantage.

“This epitomizes that basketball 
is a game of runs,” Fields said. “We 
have to try and cut down what the 
other team does and improve on our 
runs.”

He hit a pair of free throws after 
blocking a shot and grabbing the 
rebound. Moments later he hit a 
3-pointer to spark the run. Then he 
created problems for the Lumber-
jacks with his defensive play.

“On the 3, I was wide open at the 
top of the key,” Fields said. “Mitch 
(Johnson) found me.”

With backup guard Drew Shiller 
out after partially tearing ligaments 
in his right thumb during a recent 
practice, Brown played a little point 
guard. That may happen more often 
as Shiller is expected to be in a cast 
at least two weeks. ■(continued on page 35)
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STANFORD ROUNDUP WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Cardinal women want more
than All-American honors

Akinradewo, Barboza and Klineman would like to bring home a 
national volleyball title with their first-team All-American awards

Stanford needs to overcome
some fundamental mistakes

by Rick Eymer

F oluke Akinradewo has be-
come familiar with the rou-
tine. Cynthia Barboza and 

Alix Klineman have been there 
before as well.

The three Stanford women’s vol-
leyball players officially receive 
their All-American awards on Fri-
day at the AVCA All-America/Play-
ers of the Year Banquet in conjunc-
tion with the NCAA Final four in 
Omaha.

Akinradewo is Stanford’s seventh 
four-time All-American. She and 
Barboza are also three-time first 
team picks.

“We need to remember that they 
did some amazing things this year 
with our program and away from 
our program,” Stanford coach John 
Dunning said. “They went to Colo-
rado Springs and ended up pretty 
close to being able to be in Bei-
jing.”

Stanford has three players on the 
first team for the second straight 
year.

Akinradewo joined former Stan-
ford greats Kristin Klein, Bev Oden, 
Kristin Folkl, Kerri Walsh, Logan 
Tom and Ogonna Nnamani as four-
time All-Americans.

Akinradewo, last year’s national 
Player of the Year, was a second-
team selection as a freshman. The 
senior middle blocker is also a two-
time Pac-10 Player of the Year. She 
ranks third in the nation with a .462 
hitting percentage, and fifth with 

1.46 blocks per set. Barboza record-
ed 14 double-doubles and averaged 
3.47 kills per set and 2.97 digs per 
set. She among Stanford’s career 
leaders in kills (1,609), digs (1,210) 
and service aces (115).

Klineman, a second-team selec-
tion last year, leads the Cardinal 
with 3.55 kills per set, and has been 
one of the Pac-10’s leaders in both 
kills and points this season. She 
was the only underclassman to earn 
a spot on the first team.

Women’s soccer
Castilleja grad turned Stanford 

All-American Lindsay Taylor was 
named Soccer America’s national 
Freshman of the Year and Paul Rat-
cliffe was named the publication’s 
national women’s soccer Coach of 
the Year it was announced Tues-
day.

In addition, senior defender 
Marisa Abegg was named a first-
team MVP.

Taylor recorded a Pac-10 Con-
ference-leading (with teammate 
Christen Press) 16 goals and seven 
game-winners in her first collegiate 
season.

Abegg, a Top Drawer Soccer 
first-team and first-team All-Pac-
10 selection, was named a MAC 
Hermann Trophy semifinalist and 
started every match over her four-
year career. As one of the team’s 
center-backs and co-captains this 
season, she helped the team to the 
nation’s second-best goals-against-

by Rick Eymer

T oday’s pop quiz: What did the 
Stanford women’s basketball 
team work on during practice 

between its last game and Friday 
night’s game at South Carolina?

Anyone with any knowledge of 
Tuesday night’s frustrating 56-52 
loss at Duke would need exactly 
one guess.

Actually, any middle school play-
er could probably make an educated 
guess. Two of the most fundamental 
aspects of offensive basketball are 
free throws and layups.

Those fundamentals failed the 
third-ranked Cardinal on the first 
leg of its rough road trip this week, 
and it usually comes down to con-
centration.

Yet despite all the missed free 
throws, all the turnovers, and all the 
bad decisions, Stanford still had a 
chance to beat the host Blue Devils, 
ranked eighth nationally.

The good news is that Stanford 
had a chance to beat Duke, on the 
road, despite playing its worst game 
in a very, very long time.

“I don’t think we did a great job 
against their press,” Stanford coach 
Tara VanDerveer said. “Their size 
is disruptive and their athleticism is 
disruptive. If you can’t make layups 
and free throws, I think you’re going 
to be in for a long night.”

More problematic is that Stanford 
(7-2) played one of its best games 
of the year against Fresno State last 
Saturday, fresh off finals week. Af-
ter visiting the Gamecocks, the Car-
dinal heads to Tennessee for its an-
nual showdown/letdown against the 

Lady Vols on Sunday in a nationally 
televised affair (ESPN) at 4 p.m..

Stanford beat the then-No. 1 Lady 
Vols at Maples Pavilion last year, 
but ended the season losing in the 
national championship to that same 
team.

The Blue Devils took the lead af-
ter a rough start and played a little 
better the rest of the way to pin the 
loss on Stanford, the fewest points 
the Cardinal scored in a regular 
season game since St. Joseph’s held 
the Cardinal to 41 points on Dec. 14, 
1999.

Stanford won its first five games 
of the season when limiting its op-
ponents to fewer than 60 points, 
and is 18-10 since the start of the 
1992-93 season in games in which 
it scores fewer than 60.

Jeanette Pohlen hit a 3-pointer 
with 1:05 remaining to play as the 
Cardinal drew within 54-52. Stan-
ford didn’t get the ball back until it 
was a two-possession game and too 
late to perform any miracles. Pohlen 
finished with 13 points. She also led 
the team with three blocked shots.

Melanie Murphy played a qual-
ity 27 minutes, seeing time with JJ 
Hones out for the season. She scored 
seven points, recorded four assists, 
and was a nuisance on defense.

The Cardinal looked flawless ear-
ly, grabbing a 17-8 lead with 12:49 
when Jayne Appel hit a layup. As it 
turned out, not much else went right 
for Stanford the rest of the way.

“We did a good job early, but then 
we got sloppy and people tried to do 
some things that they shouldn’t have 
done,” VanDerveer said. ■

average of 0.317 and shutout per-
centage of 0.68

Under Ratcliffe’s guidance, the 
Cardinal set a school season record 
for wins (22) and goals (71). Its only 
blemishes in its 22-2-1 season were 
to College Cup teams; 1-0 losses to 
Notre Dame and UCLA and a 1-1 tie 
with North Carolina.

“It’s been a spectacular season,” 
Ratcliffe said. “The team has played 
great soccer the entire year and I’m 
proud of every one of them.”

Camille Levin and Palo Alto 
grad Teresa Noyola joined Taylor as 
first-team All-Freshman selections. 
Noyola, a natural playmaker, and 
Levin, a tough tackler with great 
field awareness who was moved 
into the middle from the back line 
early in the season contributed six 
goals each and added a combined 
14 assists.

Noyola was named the national 
High School Player of the Year by 
two different organizations. ■

Foluke Akinradewo earned first-team 
All-American honors for a four time.

Kyle Terada

Jim
 Anderson

A great day for the Knights
The Palo Alto Knights’ Varsity squad accomplished nearly it could this youth football season, including winning 14 of 16 games, playing in the national playoffs and even going to 
Disney World. The Knights put the finishing touches on a highly successful campaign after finishing fifth in the American Youth Football national playoffs last weekend in Orlando, 
Fla. Palo Alto lost its opener to the Osceola (Fla.) Panthers, 21-16, but then beat Bedford (N.H.), 32-22, and then topping the Mo-Kan Patriots (Kansas City, Mo.), 28-20, in the 
Sportsmanship Championship for fifth place. This was Palo Alto’s sixth appearance in the national playoffs in the past nine years.
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Sports

2008 GIRLS’ FALL ALL-LEAGUE TEAMS

CROSS COUNTRY
ALL-WEST BAY

ATHLETIC LEAGUE
Most Valuable Runner: Priya Pappu 

(King’s Academy) Sr.
First Team

Rachel Skokowski (Castilleja) So.; Aimee 
Raleigh (Crystal Springs) Sr.; Kelsey Hilbrich 
(Harker) Jr.; Kristie Sanchez (Harker) So.; 
Devon Errington (Priory) So.; Kat Gregory 
(Priory) Fr.; Lauren Allen (Priory) Jr.; Poppy 
Lawman (King’s Academy) Sr.

Second Team
Jennie Christensen (Castilleja) Fr.; Tay-

lor Grossman (Crystal Springs) So.; Elena 
Madan (Harker) Sr.; Gianna Delucchi (Mer-
cy-Burlingame) Sr.; Rebecca Reid (Mercy-
Burlingame) So.; Amy Wright (King’s Acad-
emy) So.

Honorable Mention
Claire O’Mally (Castilleja) Fr.; Laura 

Swenson (Castilleja) Jr.; Rachel Madding 
(Crystal Springs) Sr.; Claire Rudolph (Crystal 
Springs) Jr.; Halsey Hoster (Crystal Springs) 
Jr.; Niti Sharhi (Harker) Jr.; Amy Ousterhout 
(Menlo) Sr.; Maddie Taylor (Menlo) Fr.; Annie 
Taylor (Menlo) Fr.; Ginny Miller (Menlo) Sr.; 
Chloe Lalonde (Menlo) Sr.; Cassandra Gon-
zalez (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Caitlin Nord-
berg (Mercy-SF) Jr.; Janel Peralez (Notre 
Dame-SJ) Sr.; Laura Pandori (Notre Dame-
SJ) Fr.; Lauren Rommel (Notre Dame-SJ) 
Sr.; Elly Jones (Sacred Heart Prep) So.; 
Nadia Ahmed (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.

ALL-PENINSULA ATHLETIC LEAGUE
Justine Fedronic (Carlmont) Sr.; Jessie 

Petersen (Carlmont) So.; Samantha Ham-
ilton (Half Moon Bay) Jr.; Lori Mendelsohn 
(Woodside) Sr.; Abby Barker (Carlmont) Jr.; 
Megan Shearer (Carlmont) Fr.; Cecilia Chu 
(Mills) Sr.; Krista Nightingale (Woodside) Sr.; 
Montana Miller (Half Moon Bay) Fr.; Caitlin 
Breen (Burlingame) Sr.; Georgia Cottong 
(Carlmont) Jr.; Stephanie Tam (Mills) Sr.; 
Jennifer Carey (Burlingame) Sr.; Victoria 
DeMetz (Carlmont) So.; Brenna Fitzpatrick 
(Woodside) Sr.

 

GOLF
ALL WEST BAY

ATHLETIC LEAGUE
Most Valuable Player: Breanna Nelson 

(Castilleja) Sr.
First Team

Kristen Lee (Menlo) Jr.; Sonya Huang 
(Harker) Jr.; Sarah Debs (Castilleja) So.; 
Gabby Girard (Menlo) So; Rachel Henry 
(Sacred Heart Prep) Fr.; Nicola Schulze 
(Castilleja) Sr.

Second Team
Andrea Kim (Harker) Sr.; Karen Wang 

(Harker) Fr.; Rachel Wang (Harker) Sr.; 
Amanda Wiggans (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.; 
Christina Walecka (Sacred Heart Prep) Fr.

Honorable Mention
Katie Hopkins (Menlo) Jr.; Amy Klivans 

(Castilleja) Sr.; Katie Liang (Harker) Sr.; 
Christine Buchanon (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.; 
Alexis Vargas (Notre Dame-SJ) Sr.; Cassie 
Marshall (Notre Dame-SJ) Sr.; Christina 
Gomez (Mercy-Burlingame) So.

ALL-PENINSULA ATHLETIC LEAGUE
First Team

Shea Robinson (Los Gatos) Jr.; Josslyn 
Congress (Woodside) Jr.; Shelby Posey 
(Burlingame) Sr.; Erin Sweeney (Los Gatos) 
Fr.; Jasmine Chin (Aragon) Jr.; Adrianne 
Leung (Mills) Jr.; Uttara Sivaram (Saratoga) 
So.; Andrea Doronio (Burlingame) Jr.; Mele 
Latu (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Kellie Ryan (Bur-
lingame) Sr.

TENNIS
ALL-PAL BAY DIVISION

First Team
Amanda Bellister (Mills) Jr.; Saman-

tha Huang (San Mateo) So.; Zoe Dubrow 
(Carlmont) So.; Jeanne Pastore (Carlmont) 
Sr.; Marietta Tuionetoa (Menlo-Atherton) 
Jr.; Paige Keating (Menlo-Atherton) So.; 
Blanca Martinez Corbian (Woodside) So.; 
Katya Vasilyev (Burlingame) Fr.; Brooke Tsu 
(Burlingame) Fr.

Second Team
Kim Siu (Mills) Jr.; Christy Chan (Mills) 

Sr.; Shannon Murphy (Aragon) Sr.; Melissa 
Won (Carlmont) Jr.; Jodie Bloom (Carlmont) 
Sr.; Dana Lazaro (Carlmont) So.; Christine 

Tataru (Carlmont) Fr.; Brooke Jones (Carl-
mont) Jr.; Julia Peck (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; 
Anna Murveit (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Julia 
Sommer (Menlo-Atherton) So.; Jordyn 
Fantuzzi (Menlo-Atherton) So.; Alessandra 
Daskalakis (Burlingame) Jr.; Justine Huang 
(Burlingame) So.

ALL-WBAL FOOTHILL DIVISION
Co-Most Valuable Players: Emily Shine 

(Menlo) Sr.; Nancy Nguyen (Notre Dame-
San Jose) Jr.

First Team
Kelly Chen (Harker) Jr; Kammy Evans 

(Sacred Heart Prep) Sr.; Ali Goodyear 
(Priory) Jr.; Alex Heaney (Menlo) Jr.; Syd-
ney Matteson (Menlo) Jr.; Lindsay Nickel 
(Pinewood) Sr.; Anjali Ranadive (Menlo) Jr.; 
Edita Robinson (Sacred Heart Prep) Sr.; 
Kristen Rodgers (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.

Second Team
Eliza Adams (Menlo) So.; Kimberly 

Carlisle (Priory) So.; Brittany Chu (Harker) 
Jr.; Abby Jones (Sacred Heart Prep) Sr.; 
Courtney Matteson (Menlo) Sr.; Nicole 
Oliver (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.; Tara Panu 
(Harker) Sr.; Anne Robson (Sacred Heart 
Prep) Jr.; Natalie Williford (Menlo) Jr.; Emily 
Zhang (Pinewood) Fr.

Honorable Mention
Sarah Christiano (Harker) Sr.; Dominique 

Babija (Harker) Sr.; Lauren Moser (Harker) 
Sr.; Katherine Harris (Menlo) Jr.; Lau-
ren Robinson (Menlo) So.; Sarah Bartolo 
(Notre Dame-SJ) Sr.; Connie Chen (Notre 
Dame-SJ) Sr.; Adrian Harris (Notre Dame-
SJ) Jr.; Kayla Adem (Pinewood) So.; Avnee 
Nulkar (Pinewood) So.; Alex Marshall (Sa-
cred Heart Prep) So.; Ronnie Thompson 
(Sacred Heart Prep) So.; Geena Ng (Notre 
Dame-SJ) Sr.

 
ALL-WBAL SKYLINE DIVISION

Most Valuable Player: Nicole Isaacson 
(King’s Academy) Sr.

First Team
Molly Bolten (Castilleja) Sr.; Virginia Har-

ris (Castilleja) Sr.; Stacey Haugen (King’s 
Academy) So.; Michalle Tsui (King’s Acade-
my) Jr.; Chloe Tinio (Mercy-SF) Sr.; Amanda 
Kielan (Mercy-Burlingame) So.; Elsie Woo 
(Mercy-SF) Fr.; Zhizhu Fan (Mercy-SF) Jr.; 
Michelle Laszlo (Crystal Springs) So.; Alex-
andra Der Torossian (Crystal Springs) Sr.

Second Team
Mackenzie Scanlan (Crystal Springs) Sr.; 

Maya Nieto (Mercy-SF) Sr.; Katie Farbach 
(Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Bridget Meaney 
(Castilleja) Jr.; Noelle Schoettle (Castilleja) 
Jr.; Dianne Rodden (Castilleja) Sr.; Rachel 
Morrison (King’s Academy) Sr.; Bonnie 
Chih (King’s Academy) Sr.; Lauren O’Neal 
(Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Michelle Dizon 
(Mercy-SF) Jr.

Honorable Mention
Camille Chavez (ICA) Sr.; Francesca 

Sanchez (ICA) Sr.; Marianne Bagio (ICA) 
Jr.; Michele Karakas (Mercy-SF) Jr.; Kellie 
SooHoo (Mercy-SF) So.; Samantha Fong 
(Mercy-SF) So.; Caitlin Moyles (Castilleja) 
Sr.; Megan Eastling (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; 
Alanna Ghawi (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Erin 
Eichler (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Amanda 
Harper (Mercy-Burlingame) Jr.; Lauren 
Borba (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Kristy Car-
ranza (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr.; Samantha 

Fong (King’s Academy) Jr. 

No all-league team from the SCVAL De 
Anza Division was submitted

VOLLEYBALL
ALL-SCVAL

DE  ANZA DIVISION
Co-MVP: Ally Whitson (Palo Alto) Sr.; Kat 

Fischer (Homestead) Sr.
Outstanding Senior: Ashton Senner 

(Los Gatos)
Co-Outstanding Junior: Tori Carroll 

(Homestead); Marissa Florant (Palo Alto)
Outstanding Sophomore: Megan Cole-

man (Palo Alto)
Outstanding Freshman: Brittany How-

ard (Mountain View)
Coach of the Year: Dan Hoefer (Los 

Gatos)
CCS Honor Coaches: Dave Winn (Palo 

Alto); Matt Hoffman (Homestead).
First Team

Kat Fischer (Homestead) Sr. OH; Tori 
Carroll (Homestead) Jr. OP; Kristen Rim-
bach (Los Altos) Sr. OH; Ashton Senner 
(Los Gatos) Sr. libero; Kate Walters (Los 
Gatos) Jr. setter; Megan McConnell (Mtn. 
View) Sr. OH; Brittany Howard (Mtn. View) 
Fr. OH; AllyWhitson (Palo Alto) Sr. OH; Ma-
rissa Florant (Palo Alto) Jr. OH; Kiersten 
Dolbec (Saratoga) Sr. MB.

Second Team
Lauren Ding (Gunn) Sr. OH; Jill Lau 

(Gunn) Sr. MB; Melissa Cheng (Home-
stead) Sr. setter; Rachel Nelson (Los Altos) 
Jr. setter; Liz Trambley (Los Gatos) Sr. OP; 
Jen Anderson (Los Gatos) Jr. OH; Marilee 
Fisher (Mtn. View) Sr. setter; Melanie Wade 
(Palo Alto) Fr. MB; Allie Coleman (Palo Alto) 
Sr. setter; Hannah Nielson (Saratoga) So. 
OP.

Honorable Mention
Olivia Coburn-Flynn (Los Gatos) Sr. MB; 

Emily Foster (Gunn) Sr. libero; Teresa Skelly 
(Gunn) Jr. MB; Taylor McAdam (Gunn) Sr. 
OH; Nicole Radish (Homestead) Sr. setter; 
Nikki Pho (Los Altos) Sr. libero; Jenny Love 
(Los Altos) Sr. OP; Melissa McTighe (Mtn. 
View) Jr. MB; Megan Coleman (Palo Alto) 
So. Libero; Nicole Gragnola (Saratoga) Jr. 
OH.

ALL-PAL BAY DIVISION
MVP: Katherine Douglas (Woodside) 

Sr.
First Team

Courtney Brenner (Carlmont) Sr.; Ali Van 
Rixel (Sequoia) Sr.; Kelli Branning (Menlo-
Atherton) Sr.; Regina Mullen (Menlo-Ather-
ton) So.; Michelle Neumayer (Burlingame) 
So.; Nicole Neumayer (Burlingame) Sr.; 
Sarah Griest (San Mateo) Jr.; Missy Loeser 
(Aragon) Jr.; Alexa McDonnell (Aragon) Sr.; 
Angela Alftin (Woodside) Jr.

Second Team
Amanda Fowler (Carlmont) So.; Nadia 

Ballesteros (Carlmont) Sr.; Nicole Ligh (Se-
quoia) Sr.; Diane Seely (Menlo-Atherton) 
So.; Amanda Koester (Burlingame) Sr.; 
Cassie Root (Burlingame) Jr.; Alexis Oka-

sinski (San Mateo) So.; Kristyn Ikeda (Ara-
gon) Jr.; Jane Hayashi (Aragon) Jr.; Hailey 
Austin (Woodside) Sr.; Bryana Georgakas 
(Woodside) Sr.

Honorable Mention
Katie Cresci (Carlmont) Sr.; Shannon 

Garrett (Carlmont) So.; Abby Davis (Se-
quoia) Sr.; Molly Hoelper (Sequoia) Sr.; So-
phia Cornew (Menlo-Atherton) Jr.; Adrian 
Holland (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Alexis Maz-
zoni (Burlingame) Sr.; Alyssa Gustafson 
(Burlingame) Jr.; Bea Pascual (San Mateo) 
Jr.; Grayce Vjihara (San Mateo) So.; Stepha-
nie Lee (San Mateo) Fr.; Aly Caplan (Aragon) 
Sr.; Meisi Haupeakuy (Aragon) Sr.; Alyssa 
Chandler (Woodside) Sr.; Gianni Fraone 
(Woodside) Jr.

ALL-WBAL FOOTHILL DIVISION 
MVP: Marissa Alvarez (Sacred Heart 

Prep) Sr. setter
First Team

Lizzie Hale (Menlo) Sr. MB; Candace 
Silva-Martin (Harker) Sr. OH; Kristina Bither 
(Harker) Sr. OH; Molly Bagshaw (Menlo) Sr. 
setter; Abby Whelan (Menlo) Sr. OH; Kelly 
Halamek (Sacred Heart Prep) Sr. OH; Mary 
Alice O’Reilly (Mercy-Burlingame) So. MB.

Second Team
Veronica Smart (Mercy-Burlingame) So. 

OH; Taylor Docter (Castilleja) Sr. OH; Allie 
Frappier (Menlo) So. OH; Coca O’Donnell 
(Sacred Heart Prep) Sr. MB; Becca Herzag 
(Notre Dame-SJ) Sr. OP; Veronica Bither 
(Harker) Fr. Setter; Alexis Schwartz (Menlo) 
Sr. libero.

Honorable Mention
Christy Emery (Harker) Sr. setter/MB; Ei-

leen Wu (Harker) Sr. OP; Eliza Pyne (Menlo) 
Sr. MB; Christine Renschler (Sacred Heart 
Prep) Sr. MB; Adrienne Dreyfus (Castilleja) 
Sr. MB; Morgan Jones (Castilleja) Sr. setter; 
Erin McLaughlin (Castilleja) Jr. OH; Melanie 
Capili (Mercy-Burlingame) Jr. setter; Lau-
ren Gilmore (Mercy-Burlingame) So. MB; 
Rachel Reid (Mercy-Burlingame) Sr. OP; 
Samantha Benz (Mercy-Burlingame) So. 
OH; Jennifer Winnett (Mercy-Burlingame) 
So. OP; Alyssa Tarrant (Notre Dame-SJ) 
So. OH; Roma Javier (Notre Dame-SJ) So. 
OH; Laurin LeRocca (Notre Dame-SJ) Jr. 
utility.

ALL-WBAL SKYLINE DIVISION
Co-MVP: Tamara Bell (King’s Academy); 

Breanna McNeil (Mercy-San Francisco).
First Team

Annaka Aubrey (King’s Academy) Jr. MB; 
Morgan Baer (Crystal Springs) Sr. libero; 
Virgina Clay (Crytal Springs) Jr. OH; Hailie 
Eackles (Pinewood) So. OH; Emma Fuller 
(King’s Academy) Jr. OH; Kristina Morillo 
(Mercy-SF) Sr. setter.

Second Team
Megan Fault (Pinewood) So. OP; Mi-

chelle Lee (Mercy-SF) Sr. OH; Audrey 
Proulx (Pinewood) Jr. setter; Erika Ramos 
(Crystal Springs) So. OH; Miranda Squires 
(King’s Academy) Jr. OH; Marie Trudelle 
(Priory) Jr. MH/libero; Alexis Wise (Pin-
ewood) Sr. OH.

Honorable Mention
Zoe Ciupitu (Priory) Sr. libero; Lani 

Hengehenga (Eastside Prep) Jr. setter; 
Charlotte Tenisi (Eastside Prep) So. MB; 
Leighan Darnell (King’s Academy) Sr. OP; 
Kiley Sortje (King’s Academy) Jr. OH; 
Noelle Schulenburg (King’s Academy) Jr. 
libero; Jenna McLoughlin (Pinewood) So. 
MB; Vivian Shao (Crystal Springs) Sr. set-
ter; Nicole Jaynet (Crystal Springs) Jr. MB; 
Rosette Dowling (Mercy-SF) Sr. MB; Nadia 
Love (Mercy-SF) Jr. OH; Samantha Camp-
bell (Mercy-SF) Jr. RS; Vanessa Rosales 
(Mercy-SF) So. MB; Bernadette Lim (Mer-
cy-SF) Sr. Def.; Raquel Oropeza (Mercy-SF) 
Sr. libero.

WATER POLO
ALL-SCVAL

DE ANZA DIVISION
Most Valuable Player: Alix Kaufman 

(Los Altos) Sr.
Co-Most Valuable Goalies: Alex San-

tiago (Los Altos) Jr.; Emma Cherniss (Los 
Gatos) Jr.

First Team
Allegra Tringali (Los Altos) Sr.; Courtney 

Sandlin (Los Altos) Sr.; KK Sandlin (Los Al-
tos) So.; Veronica Tse (Los Altos) Sr.; Mary 
Sweeney (Los Gatos) Sr.; Carson Nestler 
(Los Gatos) Jr.; Courtney Sellers (Los Ga-

tos) Sr.; Tara Murao (Palo Alto) Sr.; Madison 
Hoffacker (Palo Alto) Sr.; Shameen Jamil 
(Palo Alto) Jr; Jenny Anderson (Gunn) Sr.; 
Elizabeth Anderson (Gunn) Fr.; Ali Norris 
(Saratoga) Sr.; Melissa Sullivan (Home-
stead) Sr.; Kendal Preston (Mountain View) 
Sr.

Honorable Mention==
Katy Schaefer (Los Altos) Fr.; Kelly Davis 

(Los Gatos) Jr.; Anna Wygant (Los Gatos) 
Sr.; Connie Hsueh (Gunn) So.; Haley Con-
ner (Palo Alto) So.; Lauren Opatrny (Sara-
toga) Sr.; Danielle Quist (Homestead) Sr.; 
Veronica Bucher (Homestead) Sr.

ALL-PAL BAY DIVISION
Most Valuable Player: Rebecca Dorst 

(Menlo-Atherton) Jr.
Most Valuable Goalie: Emily Dorst 

(Menlo-Atherton) So.
First Team

Kat Booher (Castilleja) Sr.; Hannah Breen 
(Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Audrey Pratt (Burl-
ingame) Jr.; Chelsea Sullivan (Menlo) Sr.; 
Morgan Leech (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Ericka 
von Kaeppler (Castilleja) Sr.; Evan Cranston 
(Castilleja) So., goalie.

Second Team
Natasha von Kaeppler (Castilleja) So.; 

Vanessa Lane (Menlo-Atherton) Jr.; Daisy 
Anderson (Menlo) Jr.; Molly Russell (Ara-
gon) Sr.; Ruth Milne (Woodside) Sr.; Laura 
Martinez (Castilleja) Sr.; Hailey Smith (Men-
lo) So.

Honorable Mention
Lauren Knox (Menlo-Atherton) Sr.; Sar-

ah Winters (Menlo-Atherton) Jr.; Charlotte 
Pratt (Burlingame) Fr.; Adrienne Beaudreau 
(Burlingame) Sr.; Morgan Cundiff (Menlo) 
So.; Layla Allman (Menlo) So.; Katie Eulau 
(Castilleja) Jr.; Sayeh Bozorghadad (Cas-
tilleja) So.; Hayley Parker (Woodside) So.; 
Jamie Breen (Woodside) Sr.; Rachel Gra-
ham (Half Moon Bay) Sr.; Erin Dahl (Half 
Moon Bay) Sr.

ALL-WEST CATHOLIC
ATHLETIC LEAGUE

First Team
Elizabeth Carey (Sacred Heart Prep) Sr.; 

Stephanie Clements (Sacred Heart Prep) 
Sr.; Yvonne Dunlevie (Sacred Heart Prep) 
Sr.; Mary Jayne Mordell (Sacred Heart Prep) 
Sr.; Jen Talbott (St. Francis) Jr.; Hathaway 
Moore (St. Francis) Jr.; Erin Glenn (St. Fran-
cis) Jr.; Susannah Groh (St. Ignatius) Sr.; Ni-
cole O’Dea (St. Ignatius) Sr.; Kim McComas 
(Mitty) Sr.; Julia Peters (Presentation) So.; 
Lisa McKinney (Valley Christian) Sr.; Me-
lissa Chao (Notre Dame-Belmont) Sr.

Second Team
Lisa Rennels (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.; 

Heather Smith (Sacred Heart Prep) Jr.; Val-
entina Berry (St. Francis) Sr.; Natalie Nar-
uns (St. Francis) Sr.; Elizabeth Rosen (St. 
Ignatius) So.; Pilar Odeom (St. Ignatius) Sr.; 
Julie Kelleher (Mitty); Sarah Slugocki (Mit-
ty); Paige Oreglia (Presentation) Jr.; Danielle 
Medeiros (Presentation) Sr.; Grace Ander-
son (Valley Christian) Sr.; Lanise Singh (Val-
ley Christian) Sr.; Gurpuran Singh (Notre 
Dame-Belmont).

Rebecca Dorst

Keith Peters

Emily Shine
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Ally Whitson

Kyle Terada
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Sports

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Victoria Fakalata
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Taylor McAdam 
Gunn basketball

Lindsay Nickel
Pinewood basketball

Jackie Shepard
Menlo basketball

Jessica Tuliau
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Eve Zelinger
Castilleja basketball

Gus Brennan
Gunn basketball

Kenny Diekroeger 
Menlo basketball

Jeff Keller
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Reed McConnell 
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Will Tashman
Menlo basketball

Michael Walker
Menlo soccer

Honorable mention 

Jasmine Evans
Gunn High School 

The senior guard scored 59 
points in three basketball 
wins, earning all-tournament 
honors by leading the Titans 
to a 44-26 victory over Pin-
ewood in the finals of the 
Pinewood Classic as the 
Titans improved to 8-0.

Peter Johnson
Palo Alto High

The senior keeper had a 
hand in four soccer victories 
as he registered three shut-
outs -- allowing one goal on 
a penalty kick and another 
on an offsides call that was 
reversed -- while helping the 
Vikings to an 8-0-1 mark.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Get Help

Call (650) 289-5400 or 
visit www.avenidas.org

� Free reverse mortgage counseling 
� Free health insurance counseling 
� Free tax assistance 
� Free consultation with legal service
� Free information & assistance
� Free 1/2 hour counseling session
� Free loans of  durable medical equipment
� Free support groups
� Free nutrition consultations
� Free health screenings

In these tough times, 
seniors can turn to Avenidas for:

and failed to reach the postseason 
with a 4-14-2 record.

Following their league-opening 
victories, however, all is right with 
the world — at least until Friday 
when all four play one more round 
of league matches before taking a 
break for the holidays. Not all are 
guaranteed of taking momentum 
into vacation.

The Palo Alto boys (9-0-1) will 
host Gunn (4-3-2) on Friday at 3:30 
p.m., the first of two such show-
downs in the De Anza Division. The 
teams split their meetings last sea-
son and the Titans certainly would 
like to ruin the Vikings’ nearly per-
fect season.

The Paly boys kept their undefeat-
ed season alive with its close win 
over Monta Vista. Kevin Ashworth 
scored the game’s lone goal at the 
27-minute mark of the first half. In a 
rough and sometimes sloppy match, 
Ashworth’s goal started when El-
liot Sanborn’s cross was headed by 
Adam Zernik to Ashworth, who 
placed it in the upper left-hand cor-
ner of the net.

The Gunn boys got off to a prom-
ising start with their one-goal win 
over Milpitas. The Titans got goals 
from Sean Parshad (assisted by 
Danny Jauregui), Enzo Cabili (as-
sisted by Jauregui) and a second 
goal from Cabili while relying on 
its defense to shut down the Trojans 
at key moments.

The Palo Alto girls (1-0, 5-1-3) 
will visit Homestead on Friday in 
Game 2 of the De Anza Division 
season. The Vikings’ opener was 
impressive, at least for the first half 
when they grabbed a 3-0 lead on the 
way to handing the Matadors their 
first loss in nine matches this sea-
son.

It didn’t take long for the Vikings 
to score. In the third minute, junior 
Kelly Jenks crossed the ball from 
the right and it fell in front of the net. 
Junior Maeve Stewart picked off the 
cross in the air and volleyed the ball 
into the net, surprising the Monta 
Vista keeper as the ball whooshed 
by her right shoulder.

The next two goals came from 
long range. In the 10th minute, se-
nior Jessie Duller lofted a shot from 
roughly 25-30 yards away into the 
top right corner of the net and just 
out of the reach of the Monta Vista 
keeper. Nearly 30 minutes later, se-
nior Sammi Bengston hit nearly the 
exact same shot from the same spot 
on the field for a 3-0 lead. Both were 
strong shots high enough to elude 
the Monta Vista goalie’s fingertips 
and just low enough to clear the top 
crossbar.

After struggling in the De Anza 
Division last season, Gunn moved 
back to the El Camino and made a 
statement with its four-goal win over 
host Milpitas as senior Nikki Bahl-
man scored three goals and assisted 
on a fourth.

Gunn opened the scoring in the 
33rd minute with Bahlman volley-
ing a corner kick from Mariah Can-
non from 12 yards out. In the sec-
ond half, Gunn scored three goals in 
rapid succession. In the 59th minute, 
Eleanor Greely and Bahlman found 
themselves in a two on one break-
away 30 yards from goal. Bahl-
man’s dribbling drew the defender 

and keeper. She then she slotted a 
square pass to Greely for a simple 
finish.

Just one minute later, Greely re-
turned the compliment by serving 
a lobbed ball to Bahlman on a fast 
break. Bahlman evaded the charging 
keeper and tapped the ball in for the 
third Gunn goal. In the 75th minute, 
Bahlman completed her hat trick by 
racing on to a missed clearance by a 
Milpitas defender and finishing for 
the final tally.

Gunn (1-0, 3-5-1) continues league 
play at home on Friday against Sara-
toga at 5:30 p.m.

Girls basketball
Gunn took an 8-0 record to Flor-

ida to compete in the KSA Events 
2008 Classic Girls Tournament (El-
eanor Roosevelt bracket). The Ti-
tans played Prep Charter High (Pa.) 
in Thursday’s first round. That win-
ner plays the winner of Tennessee 
High and Harborfields High (N.Y.) 
on Friday morning. The bracket 
championship game is Saturday 
morning.

Gunn coach Sarah Stapp pre-
viously made the trip when she 
coached in Sacramento. The event 
will provide some top competition 
and allow the players to enjoy them-
selves at Disney World.

The Titans tuned up for the trip — 
the team will return Monday — by 
winning the Pinewood Classic for a 
second straight time last Saturday. 
Gunn blasted host Pinewood, 44-26, 
in the championship game as senior 
Jasmine scored14 points and senior 
Taylor McAdam chipped in with 10. 
Evans averaged just under 20 points 
a game in her team’s three tourney 
victories.

In nonleague action, Castilleja 
(7-1) is off to its best start in school 
history following a 52-26 romp 
over visiting Mercy-Burlingame on 
Monday. Senior Ericka von Kaep-
pler scored 19 of her game-high 
26 points in the first half. She also 
grabbed 12 rebounds. 

Junior Eve Zelinger contributed 12 
points, 12 rebounds and nine assists, 
just missing the second triple-dou-
ble of career. Sophomore Natasha 
von Kaeppler added 10 points and 
12 rebounds.

On Tuesday, Eastside Prep 
romped over host Andrew Hill, 55-
30, to improve to 5-1 this season. 
Despite having just seven players 
on the roster, no one standing taller 
than 5-foot-7 and only one senior — 
Shayla Bunch — the Panthers are 
off and running once again toward 
defending their CCS Division V 
title. ■

Prep roundup
(continued from page 32)

Palo Alto Weekly • December 19, 2008 • Page 35



Page 36 • December 19, 2008 • Palo Alto Weekly



FESTIVE FEASTS
Four Seasons Hotel Silicon 
Valley is offering special events 
on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Eve at its Quattro 
restaurant. On Dec. 24, Quat-
tro will serve a four-course prix 
fi xe dinner accompanied by live 
seasonal entertainment, with seat-
ings from 5 to 10 p.m. $80 per 
adult; $25 per child (aged 12 and 
under). On Christmas Day, Quattro 
will offer a three-course prix fi xe 
menu, with seatings from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. $75 per adult; $25 per 
child. Christmas Day brunch will 
be served in the Ballroom, featur-
ing a chef’s carving station and 
a seafood bar. Seatings will be 
available from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
$85 per adult; $25 per child. New 
Year’s Eve includes a full dinner 
with sparking wine pairings and a 
VIP dance fl oor from 8 p.m. to 1 
a.m. $195 per person. Quattro is 
located at 2050 University Ave., 
East Palo Alto.

HOLIDAY 
HAPPENINGS
In “Season’s Greetings,” a 
group of family and friends gather 
for an old-fashioned Christmas 
celebration that quickly degener-
ates into three days of slapstick 
holiday angst in Bus Barn Stage’s 
show, performing through Dec. 20. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Tickets are $22-
$32. Bus Barn Stage Company, 
97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 
650-941-0551 or visit 
www.busbarn.org.

Palo Alto’s traditional “Christmas 
Tree Lane” is now open. The lane 
is the 1700 and 1800 blocks of 
Fulton Street between Embarcadero 
Road and Seale Avenue. Perform-
ing at the opening will be the 
Music In Motion Singers from Palo 
Alto’s Duveneck and Escondido 
Elementary Schools. The display of 
lights turns on daily at 5 p.m. and 
continues through New Year’s Eve, 
with the lights darkening each night 
at 11 p.m. No parking is allowed 

You are invited to  
Laveda Nail Spa  

GRAND OPENING 

Grand Opening in downtown Palo Alto, Laveda,  
a beautiful relaxing nail spa where you will be  

pampered and spoiled

Perfect for pampering yourself and gift certificates for your friends and family

Relaxing European Spa chair; all equipment 
is sanitized according to California State 
Board regulations. Pumice pad, buffer, and 
files are never reused and given to you at 
the end of your treatment. 

At Laveda, you can expect star treatment 
and we pamper you with the finest 
products.

540 EMERSON ST, PALO ALTO  650.838.9587
M-F 10am-7pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun 10am-6pm

30% OFF
ALL TREATMENTS FOR THE GRAND OPENING

Offer ends December 29, 2008

BK collections

Extraordinary Eyewear Collections

Expert Contact Lens Fitting

VSP and Flex Accounts Welcome

1805 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650/324-3937

www.luxpaloalto.com

4:00 P.M. Rob Henderson from Palo Alto wears Chrome Hearts.

EUROPEAN DESIGNER CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES

    SALE
45%-70%

444 University Ave, Palo Alto •  650.614.3300 (Next to Borders Book)

MOVING 

Whimsical, adorable
 

for all seasons lll

CollectionsBK

ableable
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WhWh

342 State Street, Los Altos, CA 94022 
650-948-0198
We gift wrap and ship

on Christmas Tree Lane, but park-
ing is available in nearby neighbor-
hoods. Visitors who wish to drive 
slowly down the lane are asked to 
illuminate only their parking lights.

The Museum of American 
Heritage and BayLUG present 
the annual Holiday LEGO Train 
Exhibit. Through Jan. 11, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free. Museum of American 
Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-321-1004. www.
moah.org.

Palo Alto Recreation presents 
its Annual Senior New Year’s Eve 
Day Bash. Price includes lunch, live 
band, dancing and champagne 
toast. Pre-sale tickets can be pur-
chased at Lucie Stern and Cubber-
ley Community Centers, Albert B. 
Schultz Jewish Community Center 
and Avenidas. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. $13 pre sale/$18 day 
of. Cubberley Community Center, 
4000 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto. 
Call 650-463-4953.

Paul Price’s Society Orches-
tra hosts a New Year’s Eve ball. 
Free waltz lesson at 8 p.m. Dance 
to music of the 1890s through 

the 1930s. Refreshments served.
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 8:30 
p.m.-12:30 a.m. $25, $20 with 
non-dessert fi nger-food contribu-
tion. Palo Alto Masonic Center, 
461 Florence St., Palo Alto. http://
www.paulpriceorchestra.com/
NYE08.html

Dance into the New Year in the 
auditorium of Little House. Music 
will be provided by the Jerry J 
Quartet; refreshments are avail-
able. Dressy attire is requested. 
Call 326-2025 for tickets. Wednes-
day, Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-midnight. 
$15 person, $25 couple before 
Dec. 24, $20/$30 after. Little 
House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo 
Park. 

Christmas Eve dinner at the Flea 
St. Café, Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
5:30-8:30 p.m. 3607 Alameda de 
las Puglas, Menlo Park. For more 
information, visit www.cooleatz.
com or call 650-854-1226.

New Year’s Eve dinner at the Flea 
St. Café, Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
6:30-10:30 p.m. 3607 Alameda 
de las Puglas, Menlo Park. For 
more information and to view 

menu, visit www.cooleatz.com or 
call 650-854-1226.

Christmas dinner and brunch at the 
Cabana Hotel Thursday, Dec. 
25. Brunch from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
$39.95/adults, $13.95/children 
under 12. Dinner from 5 to 9 
p.m., $29.95 per person. 4290 El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto. Visit www.

ccpaloalto.crowneplaza.com.

New Year’s Eve ballroom event 
at the Cabana Hotel Wednes-
day, Dec. 31, 7 p.m. to midnight. 
Featuring live entertainment (music 
and dancing), dinner and light 
hors d’oeuvres, party favors, a 
champagne toast and balloon 
drop. $100 per person. 4290 El 
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530 Ramona Street
Palo Alto

650.327.5667

Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sunday 12-5 875 Alma Street, Palo Alto 

(650) 327-7222

Fun Bibs for the 
Holidays!

(Sorry, baby not included).

Sign up for our on-line 
newsletter at:

www.paloaltohardware
.com and get a coupon 

for $10 off your next 
$50 purchase

toyandsport.com

Valid now through December 21. Not valid with other offers or discounts. 
Pricing valid in store only.

#45086  Risk Reinvention  now $22.99 reg. $33.99

#4024  Scrabble  now $13.99  reg. $19.99

#40613  Clue  now $14.99 reg. $24.99

#16508 Cranium  now $19.99 reg. $29.99

#40198  Operation Reinvention now $13.99 reg. $19.99

#4714  Stratego  now $10.99 reg. $18.99

#4555  Chutes and Ladders now $6.99  reg. $11.99

SELECT 
GAMES AT 
BLOW OUT 
PRICES!  

Camino Real, Palo Alto. Visit www.
ccpaloalto.crowneplaza.com. 

SOUNDS OF THE 
SEASON
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre is 
hosting a musical production of “A 
Christmas Carol,” an adaptation of 
Dickens’ holiday classic that follows 
Scrooge’s magical journey. It plays 

through Dec. 20. Tickets are $10 
adult, $5 child. Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, 
Palo Alto. Call 650-463-4930 or 
visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/chil-
drenstheatre for more information. 

The Gryphon 27th Annual 
Holiday Concert will feature a 
range of musical styles from Irish to 

Brazilian, with Ed Johnson & Carol 
McComb, the Gryphon All Stars 
and the Gryphon Carolers. Tickets 
available online or at Gryphon 
Stringed Instruments. Fri., Dec. 19, 
8-10:30 p.m. $25 Premium/$15 
General/$10 Seniors & Under 12. 
Spangenberg Theatre, 780 Arastra-
dero Road, Palo Alto. http://www.
gryphonallstars.com/concert.html

A stage version of “A Christmas 
Carol” will be performed at Cub-
berley Theater Dec. 18-23, 8-10 
p.m. $15-35. The Cubberley The-
atre, 4000 Middlefi eld Road, Palo 
Alto. Call 408-646-9583. http://
www.easystreettheatre.com/

The 66-voice Aurora Singers will 
“Deck the Holidays” in a 

winter concert. Featuring send-ups 
of three “Nutcracker” tunes and 
a gospel-style version of Handel’s 
“Hallelujah.” Sing-along segments 
and a post-concert reception. Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7 p.m. $7 (kids, students, 
seniors) $9 (general). Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 
505 E. Charleston Road., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-323-6912. www.
aurorasingers.net

SPIRITUAL 
TRADITIONS
For those feeling blue during the 
holiday season, Trinity Church is 
offering a night of “ Blue Christ-
mas/Longest Night Wor-
ship.” “On the longest night of 
the year, Trinity offers a refl ective 
service with candlelight, prayer, 
and meditative music for people 
living through dark times,” the 
church says. The service will be 
held Sunday, Dec. 21, 7-8 p.m. 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 330 
Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park. 
Call 650-326-2083. http://www.
trinitymenlopark.org/

Christmas Eve services in Memo-
rial Church include a family 
service with children’s sermon and 
carol singing at 5 p.m. and a 
candlelight service at 9 p.m. 
Please bring new, unwrapped gifts 
of toys or clothing, which will be 
distributed to needy children, at the 
family service. Both services feature 
celebratory holiday music played 
by University organist Dr. Robert 
Huw Morgan. Wednesday, Dec. 
24, Memorial Church, Stanford. 

Handel’s “Messiah.” A worship-
fi lled celebration: Christmas Cho-
rale, with string orchestra, featuring 
the Ladera Church Choir, directed 
by Mark Hanson. Sunday, Dec. 21, 
Ladera Community Church, 3300 
Alpine Road, Portola Valley. www.
ladera.org. 

Lighting of the Hanukah 
menorah. On Monday, Dec. 22, 
lighting the hanukiyah will also 
include song, stories and food. 
Stanford Hospital Atrium, 300 Pas-
teur Drive, Stanford. Call 650-723-
3808 for more information. 

Join Chabad of Mountain 
View and  Haddassah Action 
for the annual lighting of Mountain 
View’s Largest Menorah. Chocolate 
coins, dreidels, latkes, balloons, 
music and more. Sunday, Dec. 21, 
Civic Center Plaza, Mountain View. 

WHERE TO GIVE
When holiday shoppers purchase 
a $50 or $100 “Tree Gift” for a 
friend or loved one, Canopy will 
plant a tree in their name. All pro-
ceeds benefi t Canopy’s local urban 
forestry work. For more informa-
tion, visit www.canopy.org or call 
650-964-6110.

Your local patronage will make a 
major difference to our area retailers this 

holiday season...thanks!
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CasaRosina
940 Commercial St. Suite D., San Carlos, CA 94070

(off Industrial between Holly & Brittan) Ph: 650.591.1423 
Monday-Thursday 11-5 & Saturdays 10-1 casarosina@att.net  

Beautifully Hand-Crafted
Treasures from Europe,
Asia, & Latin America

Antiques, 
Furniture, Art, 

Lighting 
& Accessories

Select Items 10-15% Off !

 From the owner of Casa Antigua, the new

ADDISON ANTIQUE
Palo Alto’s Finest Antique Store
100 Addison Avenue at Alma, Palo Alto
The red building across from Anthropologie

11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
650-328-1540         shop@addisonantique.com

Open Everyday!

Make Your Holiday Green
Give Antiques!

The most elegant recycling you can find!
Unique, one-of-a-kind gifts & decorations

PA L E R M O
I TA L I A N  R E S TA U R A N T

Delicious Food At Delicious Prices!

1010 El Camino Real Suite 140   Menlo Park 
650.322.2157   www.palermomenlopark.com

Located behind Cafe Borrone and around the corner from Kepler’s Books

but same great quality

TRELLIS

For All Your Special Occassions, 
Call Us You Will Love 

Our Customized Menus & Prices

SEASONAL ITALIAN 
CUISINE WITH A 

CALIFORNIA FLAIR

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:00-2:30
Dinner: 7 Days/Week 5:00-10:00pm

Nightly Free Parking
650.326.9028

Private Banquet Rooms with Own Bar 
20-120 People (No room charge)

Full Bar

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve
Open Christmas Day 5-10 pm

The Best Terrace Patio in the Peninsula

The Mountain View Police 
Department is accepting new, 
unwrapped toys and clothing as 
well as gift cards and cash for 
children up to 18. On Saturday, 
Dec. 20,, children from the com-
munity will gather at the Mountain 
View Police Department for the six 
annual “Cops That Care” holiday 
gift-giving event. This program is 
designed for families in Mountain 
View who are unable to purchase 
gifts for their children this holiday 
season. Donations can be brought 
directly to the police department. 
For more information, contact Offi -
cer Ron Cooper at 650-903-6344. 
1000 Villa St., Mountain View.

Donations of new books and toys 
are needed for distribution through 
InnVision’s annual “Holiday Toy 
and Teen Shoppe.” Donors are 
also needed to “adopt” families 
and individual clients by provid-
ing gifts and gift cards. Cans of 
food, clothes, sleeping bags and 
blankets are also need. Volunteers 
are needed to sort donations. For 
information on where to drop off 
items, call 650-853-8672. Further 
information is available at www.
innvision.org , e-mail donating@
innvision.org or call 650-853-
7066 x205. Food donations are 
accepted Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 425 Hamilton 
Ave., Palo Alto.

Through Dec. 24, PETCO stores 
are selling ornament cards in 
denominations of $1, $5, $10 
or $20 to benefi t the PETCO 
Foundation for orphaned animals. 
Donations may also be made 
online. Visit www.petco.com or call 
650-966-1233. 1919 El Camino 
Real, Mountain View.

The Palo Alto Weekly Holi-
day Fund raises money to support 
programs serving families and 
children in the Palo Alto area, with 
funds distributed to local nonprofi t 
agencies in the arts, health, social 
service, child care and education. 
Matching grants from local founda-
tions, including the Packard and 
Hewlett foundations, double the 
donations. All gifts of $25 or more 
will be acknowledged in every is-
sue of the Palo Alto Weekly through 
mid-January. To make a donation, 
go to www.paloaltoonline.com 
, send a check to PAW Holiday 
Fund, P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, 
CA 94302 or call 650-326-8210.

The Ronald McDonald House 
at Stanford has “giving ornaments” 
(with one needed item listed on 
each ornament) available for 
decorating offi ce Christmas trees 
or other holiday displays. The 
“wish list” items are also displayed 
online. New, unwrapped gifts 
should be brought to the house by 
Dec. 21. Monetary donations and 
volunteers are needed as well. For 
information on the “giving orna-

ments,” contact Olga Corral at 
olga@ronaldhouse.net or call 650-
470-6008. For general informa-
tion, visit www.ronaldhouse.net or 
call 650 470-6000. 520 Sand Hill 
Road, Palo Alto.
St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room 
needs hams, fresh produce and all 
the trimmings for its holiday meals 
served to those in need. Open 

hours are 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-
Saturday, and holiday-food dona-
tions can be accepted up until Dec. 
25. Monetary and clothing dona-
tions are also accepted, as well 
as canned good of all kinds. Visit 
www.paduadiningroom.com or call 
650-365-9665. 3500 Middlefi eld 
Road, Menlo Park.

Eccumenical Hunger Pro-
gram. Monetary donations and 
volunteers are needed to help the 
EHP serve families in the local 
area. The program supplies food 
and a “safety net” of services to 
those in need. Recently, the Sobrato 
Family Foundation offered a chal-
lenge grant to the EHP of $41,000 
if they are able to raise $20,000, 

in donations, this fi scal year. A 
$250 donation allows the EPH to 
supply food to one family for three 
months. For further information, 
call 650-323-7781, or, e-mail 
Lesia Preston at Lesia@ehpcares.
org. Walk-in donations are ac-
cepted during offi ce hours Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
2411 Pulgas Ave., East Palo Alto.
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Get a whole lot more at a rate that just won’t quit!

1-800-COMCAST

N
O

T an introductory rate!

Per Month, Every Month

Unlimited 
Local 

Calling

Includes
12 Calling 
Features

IInnnnncc
11222

$2495
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