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Pinewood School
Realize the Difference

Founded in 1959, Pinewood is an independent, coeducational, non-profit, college-

prep school serving grades K-12. An enrollment of 600 is divided amongst three 

campuses. We welcome students who come from diverse cultural, religious, 

socio-economic, and ethnic backgrounds. Hallmarks of the school are small class 

sizes, a rigorous academic curriculum, and a variety of enrichment activities from 

sports to fine arts.

Contact Admissions for further information.

Grades 7-12
November 8

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
26800 Fremont Rd.

Los Altos Hills

Grades 3-6
November 15

9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
327 Fremont Ave.

Los Altos

Grades K-2
November 8 or

December 6
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

477 Fremont Ave.
Los Altos

Open House

www.pinewood.edu

www.starone.org
(408) 543-5202

toll-free (866) 543-5202
Sunnyvale

1080 Enterprise Way, Ste 150
Enterprise Way & 11th Ave

(Formerly H St & 11th Ave)

Cupertino
10991 N De Anza Blvd

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd

Blossom Hill Rd & Almaden Expwy

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

*Bauer Financial, Inc., the nation’s leading independent bank and credit union rating and research firm, has been analyzing and reporting on the financial condition of the nation’s banking industry since 1983. Financial Institutions cannot pay for 
ratings, and cannot avoid being evaluated by Bauer Financial, Inc.

There is a Safe and Secure 
Place for Your Money!

Star One Credit Union, one of the largest and strongest credit 
unions in the nation has been rated “SUPERIOR” year after year 
by Bauer Financial, Inc. We were awarded their highest Five Star 
rating (★★★★★) for being safe,financially sound, and operating 
well above the regulatory requirements.

“★★★★★”
- Bauer Financial, Inc.*

Come Join US!
 or attend school in Santa Clara County

Serving our community since 1956
Over 78,000 members
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P alo Alto Police Chief Lynne Johnson is fighting 
for her job.

Five years after Johnson was sworn in and cele-
brated as the first female police chief in the department’s 
century-long history, she is defending herself against 
charges of racially profiling African Americans. She is 
also preparing a plan to repair the damage caused by her 
by-now infamous “consensual contact” comments.

Meanwhile, outraged residents are calling for her res-
ignation, a police auditor is reviewing the department’s 
policies and an East Palo Alto coalition is preparing for 
a City Hall-to-City Hall march to Palo Alto Sunday to 
protest racial profiling.

Johnson has been in the eye of a public storm since a 
week ago Thursday, when she told community residents 
at a meeting that her officers are instructed to make 
“consensual contact” with African Americans. 

She made the comment while discussing the police 
department’s response to a recent string of strong-arm 
robberies. Since June, 16 robberies have been reported 
in the city. In 10 of them, perpetrators were described 
as black males.

Johnson acknowledged that officers are instructed to 
stop African Americans who match the vague descrip-
tions of the robbery suspects, have “consensual con-
tacts” with them and see who they are. 

After the meeting, in front of a television camera, 
she made a similar statement but without the “vague 
description” qualifier.

“When our officers are out there and they see an Af-

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

T here were tears of joy for Sen. 
Barack Obama on Election 
Night.

About 2,000 local supporters of 
the Illinois senator’s presidential bid 
crowded into the Computer History 
Museum in Mountain View to cele-
brate what turned out to be a historic 
night for America and a joyful mo-
ment for them.

People cheered in jubilation when 
the networks called the election for 
Obama just after 8 p.m.

They cheered louder when Sen. 
John McCain gave his gracious con-
cession speech at 8:15 p.m.

But they cheered loudest when 
their candidate appeared on TV from 
downtown Chicago at 9 p.m. to thank 
his supporters, many wiping away 
tears of joy.

They watched, enraptured, as Obama 
spoke eloquently of what the election 
meant for the country. They chanted 
along with Obama when he repeated, 

during his speech, “Yes, we can.”
Meda Okelo, a longtime East Palo 

Alto resident, is from the same area 
of Kenya as Obama’s father. That’s 
why both their last names start with 
“O,” Okelo said. 

Okelo noted the significance of the 
night.

“This is an achievement that is be-
yond description,” he said. “I think 
it will transform African-American 
communities across the country, in 
terms of what people can achieve. 

“It will convince African Ameri-
cans that they can achieve their 
dreams. He’s done something a lot 
of African-American politicians 
haven’t done — breaking out of their 
Civil Rights base.”

In December, Obama was 30 per-
centage points behind Sen. Hillary 
Clinton in the contest for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination.

Thousands celebrate  
Obama victory

Tears flow at Democrats’ election-night  
party in Mountain View

by Don Kazak

Gunn student files 
suit in bus incident

Concerns about head injury  
still in limbo, attorney says

by Sue Dremann

A Gunn High School teen who sustained head inju-
ries last year when he was thrown from the Palo 
Alto Shuttle has filed a lawsuit for damages.

Rodolfo Flores, who was 15 at the time of the accident 
on June 4, 2007, was ejected out the back door after the 
Crosstown Shuttle bus turned onto El Camino Real. 
Flores had been standing in the back of the bus against 
the wheelchair access doors when they suddenly flew 
open. He received head injuries that are continuing to 
be monitored by his doctors, according to his attorney, 
John C. Stein.

Flores, now 16 and a junior at Gunn, said he has no 
memory of the fall.

“My friends told me the last thing I said when the 
doors opened was ‘Oh s---.’ Most of what I know my 
friends told me. I hit the concrete, and the bus driver 
kept going, and my friends yelled ‘Stop,’” Flores said.

Flores hit the back of his head on the roadway at 15 to 
20 mph, rolled out into the El Camino intersection and 
reportedly lost consciousness. He was diagnosed with 
internal bleeding in his skull, he said.

Overcome by emotion
Cassandra Julian of East Palo Alto shed tears of joy (and others sported 
gigantic grins) when Sen. Barack Obama was declared the U.S. president-
elect. Hundreds of supporters from congressional District 14 had gathered 
at the Computer History Museum on Election Night to hear the outcome.

COURTS

Chief battles 
to keep job

Critics call for Johnson’s ouster after she 
makes statement about questioning blacks

by Gennady Sheyner

(continued on page 12)

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 7)

Election 2008
A total of 510,987 voters in Santa Clara County 
— 64.8 percent of those registered — cast their 
ballots in the Nov. 4 election. Of those, 35 per-
cent voted by mail and 30 percent at precincts. 
Here is a summary of who, or what, won.

U.S. President
Barack Obama ..... 349,331 votes ....... 69.67%

U.S. Congressional Representative:  
14th district
Anna G. Eshoo ..... 84,016 votes...........70.01%

State Senator: District 11
Joe Simitian.......... 116,426 votes .........72.18%

Santa Clara County Board  
of Education Trustee: Area 1
Grace H. Mah ....... 36,917votes  .......... 70.95%

Measure A (sales tax increase to finance  
Valley Medical upgrade)
2/3 majority approval required
Yes ....................... 353,789 votes ........77.97%

Measure B  
(sales tax increase to finance BART extension) 
2/3 majority approval required
No ........................ 155,582 votes ....... 33.73% 
Yes ....................... 305,729 votes ....... 66.27%

Measure N (Palo Alto library bonds) 
2/3 majority approval required
Yes ....................... 16,612 votes .......... 69.52%

Results from San Mateo County: 
East Palo Alto City Council
A. Peter Evans  ..... 1,273 votes ............ 15.52%
Carlos Romero  .... 1,280 votes ........... 15.52%
Laura Martinez  .... 1,212 votes ............ 14.69%

Ravenswood City School District
Sharifa Wilson  ..... 1,926 votes ............ 27.19%
Saree Mading  ...... 1,244 votes.............17.56%

ELECTION 2008

Colleen Cum
m

ins
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Our 
Town

by Don Kazak

Headline is align left

T he kids will be all right, be-
cause of their parents.
 That’s the feeling I came 

away with last Wednesday, after an 
unprecedented meeting of the Palo 
Alto PTA Council that drew about 
200 people in a standing-room-only 
crowd at the school district offices.
 The issue was a resolution passed 
by the council in April to oppose 
any amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution that would ban the marriage 
of gays.
 The resolution fired up opponents, 
though, forcing a reconsideration.
 The action was symbolic. No 
one in Washington may care a whit 
what the Palo Alto PTA Council 
thinks about this issue, although 
they should.
 The main argument against it 
was that the PTA should advocate 
for the kids as its one and only job, 
and not get involved in national 
politics. 
 But maybe getting involved in 
issues like this does advocate for 
the kids, as well as for tolerance.
 There was no overt, fundamen-
talist, right-wing argument against 
gays, which wouldn’t be expected 
anyway in a city such as Palo Alto. 
This also is far cry from being a 
hotbed of gay activism.
  But the city has a long history of 
tolerance and stepping up in civil 
rights issues, going back to the ef-
fort of 40 years ago to end housing 
discrimination on the basis of race.
 Gay rights is the civil-rights is-
sue of our time, as Megan Foga-
rty of the El Carmelo Elementary 
School PTA put it.
 I was told before the meeting that 
suicide is second leading cause of 
death among teens, and that con-
fusion over their sexual identity is 
often part of that.
 Supporting the rights of a mi-
nority among us deeply divided 
people. Some thought that the PTA 
had no business taking a stand on 
this.
 Michelle Romero cautioned that 
the PTA “has put itself on a path to 
self-destruction by doing this.” She 
said she would resign her PTA post 
at Terman Middle School.
 Another speaker said the PTA 
should “stick to reading, writing 
and math, and stay out of political 
areas. It will divide our children.”
 But as teacher Dey Rose put it, 
like it or not, there are gay and les-
bian students — and parents — in 
the district,  and someone should 

speak out for them, too.
 PTA member Grace Lui noted 
that she is Chinese and married to 
a white man, which once would 
not have been allowed. She also 
went to school with white children, 
which also formerly was forbid-
den.
 “As a child who had been dis-
criminated against, I swore I would 
never discriminate against anyone,” 
she said.
 But the most eloquent statement 
of all last Wednesday was by a 
woman who said very little. Sarah 
Hainstock pointed out her partner, 
a woman, and held up a photograph 
of her four children. “These are the 
reasons I am here,” she said.
 The Palo Alto PTA is the first 
in the nation to come out against 
a proposed Constitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriages.
 The resolution is purely sym-
bolic and carries no force of law. 
It won’t change how classes are 
taught, how children are cared for, 
or how parents — all parents — 
fulfill their family duties.
 It’s a mark across the sky, as dis-
tant and fleeting as a cloud, while 
we get back to business in Palo 
Alto.
  But it carries a moral impera-
tive to it, of the people we ought 
to be. In that way, it teaches our 
children acceptance and tolerance 
for everyone. Maybe that’s why 
the vote was 50-10 to uphold the 
resolution.
  I can remember as a kid watch-
ing the news on TV and seeing an 
Alabama sheriff named Bull Con-
ner direct fire hoses and police 
dogs against civil rights demon-
strators. I couldn’t figure out what 
was going on.
 I figured it out later, thanks to 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
 Everyone deserves to be treated 
with dignity and be granted equal 
rights. That’s the least of our obli-
gations toward each other.
 It’s just a measure of our human-
ity toward each other, no matter 
who we are.
 That’s the reason to be proud of 
the courage of the PTA in passing 
a resolution that has no force, other 
than a moral one.
 Not a bad job by those busy, 
bothersome, meddling parents.
 They rock.
 Weekly Senior Staff Writer Don 
Kazak can be e-mailed at dka-
zak@paweekly.com.
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by Don Kazak

Trying to stop bullying

Duveneck Elementary School 
in Palo Alto has a freshly re-
painted playground for games 

the kids play during recess. It’s 
a pattern from a company called 
Peaceful Playgrounds.

“We want to make sure there are 
consistent rules for all the games at 
recess,” Principal Kathleen Meagh-
er said. “Most of the conflicts occur 
because of the rules.”

She added that the theme of a new 
book for Duveneck students is “how 
to be a good friend.”

Students at JLS Middle School 
will have a “mix-it-up” lunch next 
week to “pre-empt the atmosphere 
where bullying exists,” Linda How-
ard, JLS seventh- and eighth-grade 
counselor, said. Kids will sit next to 
kids they don’t know.

“It makes it harder to bully some-
one you know and have had a con-
versation with,” Howard explained.

JLS will also play a program 
about bullying, which Howard pro-
duced, over the school’s TV system 
on Nov. 19. The program includes a 
segment about boys being physically 
aggressive and girls being aggres-
sive toward other girls by how they 
talk about them, Howard said. 

Preventing bullying is also a goal 
this year of the Palo Alto Council 
of PTAs.

“There’s a great effort in the dis-
trict going on,” PTA Council Presi-
dent Dan Dykwel said. “Different 
schools have different responses.”

Some schools, such as Gunn High 
School, don’t have a problem, while 
Palo Alto High School has a “Link 
Crew” program to welcome fresh-
man. Paly had experienced episodes 
of freshman hazing.

Bullying starts very young, Dyk-
wel said.

Juana Briones Elementary School 
was cited by Dykwel as a school 
where the anti-bullying efforts also 
start early.

“They start in kindergarten,” 
Dykwel said. “They really build a 
healthy school culture from the very 
beginning.”

Juana Briones used to have a sig-
nificant number of orthopedically 
handicapped students, Juana Bri-
ones Principal Mike O’Neill said. 
No one wanted kids in wheelchairs 
or with obvious physical handicaps 
teased by other kids.

“They really needed to sensitize 
the kids,” Dykwel said. Parents say 
the effort has worked.

“We weave the social piece right 

into the curriculum,” O’Neill said. 
“Social skills and cooperative play 
are a big part of kindergarten and 
first grade.” All teachers talk to their 
students about “how to be a good 
friend.”

One factor that may help at Juana 
Briones is the international mix of 
the students. “There are 20-plus 
languages spoken on our campus,” 
O’Neill said. “It’s a wonderful med-
ley.” Many of the students are from 
Korean, Japanese, Chinese and Eu-
ropean immigrant families.

“Students tend to be very kind and 
welcoming because of the interna-
tional flavor,” he added.

In a district renowned for academ-
ic success, more attention has been 
paid in recent years to all aspects 
of student wellness. That includes 
having a safe environment for the 
kids, free from bullying by other 
students.

While schools decide individually 
what to do, they share information, 
too.

“The principals meet regularly 
and we talk about best practices,” 
O’Neill said.

Four elementary schools use a 
program called “Steps to Respect,” 
which trains teachers, students and 
parents how to look for signs of bul-
lying — which can erode the self-
esteem of young students.

“It’s critical to start early,” school 
board President Dana Tom said. 
“These are behaviors we are talk-
ing about that kids can learn and 
change.”

Bullying is bad for both the vic-
tims and the kids doing it.

“Being too aggressive sends a 
wrong message and leads to prob-
lems for the bully and the victim,” 
Dykwel said. “We don’t think we 
should tolerate this behavior.”

A new wrinkle to worry teachers, 
parents and administrators is the ad-
vent of online bullying.

“Online bullying is newer,” Dyk-
wel said. “Rumors spread viciously 
online. And kids going online are 
younger and younger these days.”

The concept of having safe schools 
is being expanded in this online age, 
and the stakes can be enormous.

If young students develop bully-
ing traits without social-skills inter-
vention it will get worse for them 
and their victims as they get older, 
Dykwel said. 

Senior Staff Writer Don Kazak 
can be e-mailed at dkazak@paweek-
ly.com.
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Avenidas Social
  Work Services

 Counseling
 Support groups
 Geriatric care 
management

 Information & 
assistance

 Help with 
aging parents

Don’t go it alone.

Get Support!

Call (650) 289-5438 or 
visit www.avenidas.org.
We’re here to help you!

Palo Alto library measure N wins
Nearly 70 percent of voters support bond measure for Palo Alto library improvements 

by Gennady Sheyner and Jay Thorwaldson

M oments after Barack Obama 
concluded his victory 
speech on Tuesday, Mea-

sure N supporter Megan Swezey 
Fogarty shouted, “Yes we can ... 
build a new library!” 

Cheers erupted from a crowd of 
about 40 in a south Palo Alto home, 
the official party for Yes on Mea-
sure N. By dawn the win was of-
ficial, with 69.52 percent of Palo 
Alto voters supporting a 30-year, 
$76 million bond for major library 
improvements to Main and Mitchell 
Park libraries.

The final vote tally, reached 
sometime in the early morning 
hours Wednesday, was 16,612 to 
7,282, well over the 2-to-1 ratio 
(two-thirds majority) required for 
approval. The totals are subject to 
final certification. 

The results move Palo Alto off lit-
erally decades of deadlock that have 
stymied visions of better libraries 
as residents debated the merits of 
a branch-library system versus a 
single large library. 

For Fogarty and library-campaign 
leader Alison Cormack, early results 
indicating a victory were reason 
enough for jubilation. 

“This is a wonderful result,” said 
Cormack.

The measure will fund improve-
ments to three of the city’s five li-
brary branches. The chronically 
overused Mitchell Park Library 
will get the bulk of the renovations, 
including a new, 15,000-square-foot 
community center to replace the ag-
ing existing center. 

The Mitchell Park library would 
be combined with the Mitchell 
Park Community Center into a new 
building adjacent to the existing 
buildings, long criticized for being 
shabby and inadequate. 

The Main Library would be ex-
panded by up to 4,000 square feet, 
and get new meeting rooms and ex-
panded space for its collection. The 
small Downtown Library branch 
would get seismic and fire-safety 
upgrades and improved access for 
disabled users.

Cormack and more than 100 
volunteers have been lobbying city 
residents and leaders to fix up the 
dilapidated facilities for more than 
a year. 

At Tuesday’s party, held at the 
Maplewood Drive home of cam-
paign volunteer Susie Thom, doz-
ens of the volunteers tracked elec-
tion results.

Though visitors started drifting 
off well before even half of the city’s 
results came in, most felt optimistic 
about the final tally. John Melton, 
treasurer of the “Yes on N” cam-
paign, said volunteers succeeded in 
sending out a message that the city’s 
crumbling libraries urgently need to 
be repaired. He said the city vetted 
its plan very carefully before sub-
mitting it for public approval. 

The campaign’s biggest fear, he 
said, was residents getting scared 
off by the dismal economy.

“Our hope was that Palo Altans 
understand that the economy goes 

East Palo Alto council has first Latino majority
Historic election ushers in majority that reflects city’s population

by Don Kazak

F or the first time in East Palo 
Alto’s 25-year history as a 
city, a majority of the five City 

Council members are Latino.
Political newcomers Carlos Rome-

ro and Laura Martinez were elected 
Tuesday night along with A. Peter 
Evans, who won re-election. They 
will join councilmen Ruben Abrica 
and David Woods, who were not up 
for election.

Martinez, 24, is the youngest per-
son ever elected to the council.

“I definitely think this is a turning 
point for the city,” Martinez said.

The Latino majority reflects the 
city’s population, which in 2000 
was 58.8 percent Latino, accord-

ing to the census. Historically, the 
majority of East Palo Alto residents 
have been African American. 

Mayor Pat Foster, who didn’t seek 
re-election after two terms, praised 
Martinez, who used to work for Fos-
ter at the East Palo Alto Girls Club. 
Martinez now works at the YMCA.

“She’s a third-generation East 
Palo Altan who was excited when 
she found out I was mayor,” Foster 
recalled.

A priority for Martinez will be to 
revise the city’s Rent Stabilization 
Ordinance, which has been success-
fully challenged in court by Wood-
land Park Management, owners of 
1,750 apartments in the city.

“We need some help in updat-
ing our ordinance so it works,” she 
said. 

Bringing a grocery store to the 
community will also be a priority, 
she added.

Romero, an affordable-housing 
developer and vice-chair of the 
city’s Planning Commission, agreed 
with Martinez that the city’s Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance needs to be 
updated to conform to changes in 
state law.

“The next couple of years will be 
very difficult” for the city because 
of the economic downturn, Romero 
predicted. Circuit City will close 
its store in East Palo Alto, and the 
economic slump will hurt the city’s 
sales-tax revenue, he said.

The city may also lose property-
tax income because 815 houses out 
of 7,500 housing units in the city are 
either in foreclosure or in danger of 
being foreclosed for late mortgage 
payments, Romero said.

“That will clearly affect the prop-
erty-tax income the city gets,” he 
said.

The fifth current council mem-
ber, Donna Rutherford, did not 
seek re-election after two four-year 
terms.

Evans, a sometimes explosively 
outspoken member of the council, 
easily won re-election and led the 
vote tally most of the evening.

Romero was elected with 1,280 
votes, followed by Evans with 1,273 
and Martinez with 1,212 votes.

Candidate Doug Fort, executive 
director of the For Youth By Youth 
nonprofit, finished fourth with 1,116 
votes, 96 votes behind Martinez. 

Senior Staff Writer Don Ka-
zak can be e-mailed at dkazak@
paweekly.com. 

B y an overwhelming margin, 
Palo Alto resident Grace 
Mah won the Santa Clara 

County Board of Education race. 
Ellen Santiago, a Sunnyvale res-

ident and former Graham Middle 
School teacher, challenged Mah 
for the open trustee seat for Area 
1, which includes Mountain View 
and Palo Alto. Mah received just 
over 71 percent of the vote.

In March 2007, board trustees 
had appointed Mah, known in the 
community as a proponent of the 
Palo Alto school district’s Manda-
rin Immersion program, to fill a 
vacant seat on the board. She said 
she ran for re-election because she 
wanted to continue her work at the 
county level.

“I am thrilled,” Mah said 
Wednesday morning. “It is great 

to get gratification from the com-
munity that I can go on and do this 
for another four years.”

The board’s seven trustees serve 
four-year terms, during which they 
approve policies concerning the 
260,000 students attending public 
schools in the county.

During the election, both Mah 
and Santiago said the budget and 
achievement gap were important 
issues facing county students. Now 
that she has won, Mah said there 
is a lot of work to be done, espe-
cially as the district faces mid-year 
budget cuts. 

She said she will “advocate on 
behalf of our schools in Sacra-
mento.” 

—Casey Weiss,  
Mountain View Voice

ELECTION 2008

Incumbent Mah wins county 
Board of Education seat

(continued on page 7)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

HEY-HO, LET’S GO ... It’s billed 
as the latest tool to get Palo Alto 
fitter and greener, but it could 
also be used to map out bar 
crawls, swap messages and 
challenge other cities to cross-
country walk-offs. City officials 
are still ironing out the kinks in 
their fledgling website, LetsGo 
PaloAlto.com, but members of 
the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission already have high hopes 
that this latest social-networking 
tool will encourage the lazier 
sorts to get off their sofas and 
shed a few pounds. The site, 
unveiled at last week’s commis-
sion meeting, allows residents 
to map and share their favorite 
walks and running routes and to 
set physical goals for themselves 
or their teams. It then keeps 
track of every jog, swimming lap 
or bike ride the user does and 
translates it into walking steps. 
Teams, and even cities, can also 
use the site to compete against 
one another. Commissioner 
Paul Losch suggested that Palo 
Alto could challenge a city like 
Princeton, N.J., to a race to see 
who gets to the opposite coast 
first. City Council member Jack 
Morton, meanwhile, said the site 
could be very useful during next 
year’s National Senior Games, 
which the city will be hosting. 
Seniors, he noted, could be pro-
vided with walking routes taking 
them through local restaurants 
and attractions. The board has 
high hopes that the community 
will embrace this latest fitness 
tool, though Commissioner Joel 
Davidson suggested making the 
site’s “nutritional aspect” stron-
ger. “When I do a lot of my walks 
I end up at a pizza place, and it 
ruins the walk,” Davidson said.

ALL IN THE FAMILY ... Waltons 
shoot hoops. Earnhardts drive 
fast cars. Espinosas help build li-
braries. Last month, Councilman 
Sid Espinosa’s mother, Janet, 
received funding to build a library 
in Moca, an agricultural city in 
northern Dominican Republic. A 
lifelong teacher, Janet Espinosa 

moved to Moca as part of her 
Peace Corps mission. Though 
her assignment was to train Do-
minican teachers, she spent her 
free time lobbying city officials for 
a new library. “This was an ex-
tra project that she took on just 
because she saw the need for 
it,” Sid Espinosa said. Sid, mean-
while, has been using his own 
free time in recent months trying 
to convince city residents to pass 
Measure N, a $76-million bond to 
fix up Palo Alto’s rundown librar-
ies. His efforts included serving 
on the “Yes on N” campaign 
steering committee and contrib-
uting $3,500 to the cause. On 
Tuesday, the measure succeed-
ed, with approval from more than 
69 percent of the voters, clearing 
the needed 66 percent to pass. 
“It’s a neat parallel,” Espinosa 
said. “It’s an understanding we 
share that libraries are important 
parts of the community.” 

NO ON ELECTIONEERING ... 
Few Palo Altans felt the election 
buzz this year as keenly as the 
city’s poll inspectors. With the 
presidential election, the state’s 
gay-marriage proposition and 
local library renovations hanging 
in balance, some inspectors saw 
lines spill out of the polling sta-
tion and out into the street. John 
Haynes, an inspector at First 
Lutheran Church, said more vot-
ers cast their ballots by 10 a.m. 
Tuesday than all day during the 
presidential primaries in Febru-
ary. Despite the surge in voters, 
the polling place ran “like a well-
oiled machine,” Haynes said. Jeff 
Carty, polling inspector at Grace 
Lutheran Church, also reported 
no major glitches caused by the 
heavy turnout, though he was 
surprised to see one person 
lobbying against Proposition 8 
within 100 feet of the otherwise 
quiet polling station — a legal no-
no. “We actually had electioneer-
ing, which is very unusual here,” 
Carty said. “One voter com-
plained, and the person who was 
electioneering had to be moved 
out toward the street.” 

This is an achievement that 
is beyond description.

—Meda Okelo, a longtime East Palo Alto resident, 
on Sen. Barack Obama’s election as the first Afri-
can-American president of the United States. 
See story on page 3. 

Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
Graduate Education for Mind, Body, and Spirit

{ph} {fx} {web} www.itp.edu

Residential Degree Programs:
Ph.D. Clinical Psychology  Ph.D. Transpersonal Psychology
 M.A. Counseling Psychology (mft)  M.A. Transpersonal Psychology
 M.A. Women’s Spirituality

Specializations: Creative Expression, Spiritual Guidance, Education & Research

Global Distance Learning Degree Programs:
 Ph.D. Psychology  Master of Transpersonal Psychology 
 Certificate in Transpersonal Studies
 Transformational Life Coaching Professional Training

Specializations: Spiritual Psychology, Transpersonal Health & Wellness, 
Creative Expression & Innovation, Research in transpersonal Psychology

Consciousness, Community, and Career

For more information please visit:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Please join us to learn about the scientific contributions and
lives of Stanford faculty members who have been awarded
Nobel Prizes, MacArthur “Genius” Fellowships, National
Medals of Science and/or Technology.
 

Wednesday,  November 12

7:30 pm

Cubberley Auditorium, School of Education

FREE and open to the public

Stanford Continuing Studies, Stanford Historical Society, the Hoover Institution,
the Stanford School of Medicine, and the Office of Public Affairs

Present

A recipient of a MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship and Presidential Young Investigator Award,

Robert Sapolsky studies the relationship between stress and neurological disease and the

actual means by which stress causes damage to the brain. A Professor in Stanford’s Departments

of Biological Sciences and Neurology, his ongoing research in Kenya on wild baboons was the

topic of a recent National Geographic TV special.

Donald Kennedy, former Stanford President and former Editor of Science magazine will

describe Sapolsky’s professional accomplishments and their significance. Following

Dr. Kennedy’s talk there will be an interview with Sapolsky and audience Q&A.

S t a n f o r d  P i o n e e r s  i n  S c i e n c e

Robert Sapolsky - Best selling author of
Why Zebras Don't Get Ulcers and A Primate's Memoir

Corrections
The Oct. 31 article “Gaining the edge” misidentified one college-admissions 
prep center. It is called Admissions Academy. In the Fall Real Estate special 
section (Oct. 10), the description of the Squire House, at 900 University Ave., 
Palo Alto, was incorrect. The house has four bedrooms and five and a half 
bathrooms, as well as a detached guest house. To request a correction, con-
tact Managing Editor Jocelyn Dong at 650-326-8210, jdong@paweekly.com 
or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302. 
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All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Embarcadero Rd., off El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650 324-8791  

Since 1992, the fi rst and fi nest 
in consigned furniture.

Consignment Furniture Accessories & Gifts

Great Buys
in 

Today’s Economy

Since 1992, the best in consigned furniture and home accessories.

“Wouldn't you just love Warm Tile 
for your Tootsies this winter?”

Tues-Sat. 10am -6pm  
www.thebathroominc.com

Contractor Lic. #867330

The Bath
Room

1910 W. El Camino Real #E 

FREE Radiant fl oor heating system 
when you reserve a full bath 
remodel by December 19. 

See web site or visit store for details. 
Remodel must be completed by 
March 31, 2009

ELECTION 2008

But Obama already had a strong 
grass-roots effort in Palo Alto, while 
Clinton ran a more traditional, top-
down campaign.

Owen Byrd of Palo Alto, chair of 
Silicon Valley for Obama, thought 
a victory was possible even then for 
two reasons, he said. The first was 
the “quality of the candidate,” and 
the second was “the size and pas-
sion of our movement.”

“We ran for president using the 
tools of a school board race,” Byrd 
said. “We engaged in community 
organizing, not electoral organiz-
ing. This was replicated all across 
the country.”

The local base was so strong that 
40,000 people in Santa Clara and 
San Mateo counties donated either 
time or money to the campaign, 
Byrd said.

The local campaign had to hold 
a lottery to select the 2,000 who 
would be invited to the election-
night party.

Kevin Ball of Palo Alto was one 
of those volunteers.

A 2001 graduate of Gunn High 
School, he started last fall by work-

ing five hours a week for Obama’s 
campaign. Then it became 10 hours, 
then 40. He did computer-data work, 
trained volunteers and organized 
phone banks. He also campaigned 
at the California Avenue Farmers’ 
Market every week.

Debbie Duncan of Stanford (who 
reviews children’s books for the 
Weekly) was one who cried for joy 
Tuesday night.

Her daughter, Molly Stone, was a 
Gunn High School junior when she 
began recruiting other student vol-
unteers two years ago. 

“It was the kids who were getting 
the parents involved,” Duncan said. 
“It was very emotional and very in-
tergenerational.”

Palo Alto City Councilman John 
Barton also turned out for the 
Obama party and was elated at the 
election results.

“I’m just pinching myself,” Barton 
said. “It’s just an amazing, amazing 
event.” 

Senior Staff Writer Don Ka-
zak can be e-mailed at dkazak@
paweekly.com. 

Election results
(continued from page 3)

up and down,” Melton said. “That’s 
how economies work.”

Though some voters interviewed 
at polling places Tuesday said they 
voted against Measure N because of 
the economic downturn, many said 
they supported the measure.

Frank Holland said he frequently 
visits Mitchell Park library and is 
happy to support the improve-
ments.

“The library is run down and 
needs a lot of repairs,” Holland said. 
“I think this is a good investment.”

Council Member Sid Espinosa, a 

member of the committee promot-
ing Measure N, said the project had 
been one of the council’s top priori-
ties since last year’s election. 

Espinosa was one of many city 
officials and community leaders 
to attend Tuesday’s post-election 
party.

A few Measure N critics main-
tained that the plan is poorly de-
signed and, at $76 million, too 
costly. The bond would cost city res-
idents $28.74 per year per $100,000 
assessed valuation.

Critics such as Wayne Martin, Pat 
Marriott and Richard Placone urged 
city leaders to consider scrapping 
the city’s branch library system in 
favor of one large library to serve 

the entire city. 
On Tuesday night, with support 

for Measure N at nearly 70 percent, 
Marriott said she has major con-
cerns about new costs creeping up 
down the road.

“Is there another shoe ready 
to drop at some point?” Marriott 
asked. “Where will the money come 
from to pay for staff, operations and 
technology?”

She also said that, if Measure N 
were to pass, Cormack deserves to 
be congratulated for doing a “re-
markable job” in pushing for her 
objective. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

ENVIRONMENT

“P aper or plastic” may 
soon cease to be an op-
tion at Palo Alto’s gro-

cery stores, but it will likely be at 
least two years before any broader 
bans on plastic bags take effect.

The city’s plan, which was dis-
cussed at Monday night’s City 
Council meeting, received tentative 
approval from the council, despite 
opposition from residents and food-
industry representatives who argued 
that the ban on bags would hurt 
business and eliminate consumer 
choice. 

The council did not vote on the 
plan this week, but several members 
made it clear Monday that they fully 
support stronger regulations against 
plastic bags at checkout stands. 

The city’s plan also includes ul-
timately banning plastic checkout 
bags at other local businesses and 
restricting usage of Styrofoam and 
plastic newspaper bags, though 

it’s not yet clear how long it would 
take to implement all the additional 
regulations. If enacted, the ban on 
plastic bags at grocery stores would 
take effect on April 22, 2009, which 
is Earth Day. City officials hope to 
vote other bag ordinances into effect 
next year, with a goal of starting in 
2010. 

Mayor Larry Klein noted that in 
banning the plastic bags, Palo Alto 
would be joining a growing number 
of municipalities considering simi-
lar ordinances. San Francisco, Man-
hattan Beach and Malibu all have 
bag bans, and several other cities are 
studying the possibility, according 
to a city report.

A few council members said they 
wished the bans were even broader 
than those proposed by city staff.

“We’re not doing anything dras-
tic. We’re stopping shopping bags,” 
council member Jack Morton said. 
“I wish we were going further.”

Council member Pat Burt suggest-
ed considering banning the smaller 
plastic bags in produce aisles and 
plastic bags at farmers’ markets.

But Tim James, speaking for the 
California Grocers Association, said 
the new rules would hurt Palo Alto 
supermarkets by putting them at a 
business disadvantage against other 
businesses.

“By allowing plastic bags or paper 
bags by some retailers but not oth-
ers, you’ll be sending a mixed mes-
sage,” James said. “The phased-in 
program is our concern. We’re the 
only ones being looked at and af-
fected at first blush.”

Others argued that the new ban 
would force stores to use more paper 
bags, a switch that would create its 
own environmental hazards. Ste-
phen Joseph, lawyer for the group 
SaveThePlasticBag.com dismissed 

(continued on page 9)

Measure N
(continued from page 5)

Former Palo Alto Councilmember Hillary Freeman (left) and her moth-
er Mabel Herring, 91, listen to President-elect Barack Obama speak, on 
Election Night at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View. 

Colleen Cum
m

ins

City’s plastic-bag ban would tackle grocers first
Opponents vow lawsuit, argue use of paper bags would increase

by Gennady Sheyner
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Chamber Monthly Committee Meetings
Membership *  Wed., Nov. 5th 8:30 a.m. 
Ambassador * Tues., Nov. 11th, 8:30 a.m.  
Events * Tues., Nov. 11th, Noon
Parking * Tues., Nov. 4th, 4:00 pm
Government Action Tues., Nov.. 18th, Noon
BRN* Every Tuesday ,7:30 a.m.  NEW DAY!
BRN* Every Friday, 7:30 a.m.
* Limited to Chamber Members, check website for details:  
http://paloaltochamber.com/chamber/bene  ts.asp

Save the Dates:
Jan. 14  - Tri-City Business Mixer                  Jan. 27 - PAYP                  
Jan. 29 - CEA Training - New Labor Laws     Feb. 6 - PACE Networking Breakfast               
Feb. 4 - Chamber 101                                   Feb. 18 - Women in Business Luncheon

Your partner building economic vitality
Supports a Strong Local Economy   
Promotes the Community 
Provides Networking Opportunities                                             
Represents Business to Government 

Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce

122 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301
Tel:  650-324-3121 Fax:  650-324-1215

Visit www.paloaltochamber.com

10TH Holiday Business Mixer at The Cardinal Hotel 

 235 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA. 5:30 - 7 p.m.
 Join us for a holiday business networking event where multiple   
 local restaurants will be showcasing great  food!  Sponsored by          
 McRoskey Mattresses.

 

$10 members / $20 non-members.  

12th Last day to submit your Tall Tree nominations!

 

NOVEMBER

25th PAYP Last Tuesdays at Blue Chalk Cafe  
  
 630 Ramona Street., Palo Alto, CA. 5:30 - 7 p.m.
 Do not miss out on the next Palo Alto Young Professionals  
 networking social.  This is a wonderful opportunity for local  
 young professionals to meet and exchange ideas.  
 No fee for members or non-members.

DECEMBER

3rd Employee Handbook Training from The California  
 Employers Association at the Chamber.

 
 Learn the essentials of writing a successful employee handbook.   
 Taught by Dennis Pufpaf, CEA Regional Director.
 This event will also include a continental breakfast.
 $10 members / $20 non-members.

 Sign up to attend any event or have a showcase table at 
                               www.paloaltochamber.com 

P A L O  A L T O 
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Thank you to our Leader’s Circle Members who’s generous contributions help to support all our events:

Stanford Dermatology Clinic 
Now Offers Extended Hours!

Stanford Dermatology Clinic Provides State-of-the-Art
Care and Management for the Common to Complex
Problems of Adult Skin.

We offer a full range of medical and surgical dermatology services
including Mohs Micrographic Surgery.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic hours are designed to fit your schedule.

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday
through Friday 

Extended clinic hours:
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Wednesdays
and Thursdays

8:00 am - Noon on Saturdays.

A physician is on call 24 hours 
a day.

For more information, or to make
a dermatology appointment 

Call: 650-723-6316.
Stanford Dermatology Clinic
900 Blake Wilbur Drive, W0001
Stanford, CA 94305

www.stanfordhospital.com

rican American, in a congenial way, 
we want them to find out who they 
are,” Johnson told KGO-TV.

She added fuel to the fire when 
she noted that because the robber in 
the California Avenue area crime 
was reportedly wearing a do-rag, 
officers who see an African Ameri-
can with a do-rag will be “stopping 
and finding out who that 
person is.”

The firestorm came 
the next day. Mayor Lar-
ry Klein denounced her 
post-meeting comments 
as “unacceptable, uncon-
stitutional and un-Amer-
ican.” City Councilman 
Pat Burt said they were 
troubling. City Manager 
James Keene said racial 
profiling is against the 
law and noted that “any 
incidents of racial profil-
ing or discrimination in 
any form would be treated with the 
utmost seriousness and immediate 
action.”

Johnson has repeatedly apolo-
gized and retracted her statements 
since then, but the furor has not 
abated. Monday night, dozens of 
residents, including about 40 Stan-
ford students, attended a City Coun-
cil meeting to vent their frustration. 
Some called for her resignation.

“She has delivered a deadly shot 
to the Latino and African-American 
community,” said Mark Petersen-
Perez, a frequent police critic. “As 
far as I’m concerned, Chief John-
son has struck out three times. She 
needs to be removed. Chief Johnson 
needs to be impeached.”

The Rev. Anthony Darrington, 
pastor of Jerusalem Baptist Church 
in Palo Alto, also said it’s time for 
Johnson to go. 

“I don’t believe she has a racist 
bone in her body,” Darrington told 
the council. “But with leadership 
comes accountability and respon-
sibility.”

The situation, he added, is “far 
from being solved with ‘I’m sorry.’”

But others, including Keene, re-
ferred to Johnson’s remarks at last 
week’s meeting as a “misstatement” 
and said Johnson should be worried 
about healing the wounds she cre-
ated, not her job security. Keene, 
who has the authority to fire John-
son, said he would rather see her 
repair the damage she caused. In 
two weeks, Johnson is expected to 
present her plan for reaching out to 
the community and restoring confi-
dence in the department.

On Monday, she told the audience 

that she will do her best to do just 
that.

“I sincerely apologize for the 
firestorm I have caused,” Johnson 
said. “I will do everything human-
ly possible to repair the damage I 
caused.”

Johnson also has her share of de-
fenders. Bill Green, a 37-year Palo 
Alto resident, said the only thing 
Johnson is guilt of is misspeaking. 
He noted that life has become much 
better for African Americans like 
himself under her leadership. And 

Ronna Devincenzi, 
president of the Cali-
fornia Avenue Area 
Development Associa-
tion, described John-
son’s motives as “hon-
orable.”

“I never thought 
she’d be racially profil-
ing,” Devincenzi said. 
“There was a drawing 
of the suspect, and if 
someone looked like 
the suspect, that person 
would be stopped.”

“It was always ami-
cable, always willing,” she added. 
“I didn’t have any issues with what 
she said.”

Johnson’s no stranger to criticism 
and adversity. When she joined the 
department in 1975, she was only the 
eighth woman hired by the depart-
ment, and she had reportedly faced 
frequent harassment from misogy-
nist colleagues. Over the next three 
decades, she gradually climbed the 
ranks, becoming chief in 2003. 

That year, her department weath-
ered a storm when two rookie of-
ficers were arrested for beating and 
pepper-spraying Albert Hopkins, a 
former Gunn teacher. And earlier 
this year, the department was criti-
cized for its fumbled investigation 
into financial improprieties at the 
Children’s Theater. 

On Monday, after hearing resi-
dents call for her ouster, Johnson 
said she does not plan to step down, 
though she would do so if she felt 
she was damaging the department.

“I’m not one to shy from contro-
versy,” she said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Police chief
(continued from page 3)

Police Chief  
Lynne Johnson

For information and donations go to
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Give to the Palo Alto Weekly’s 

Holiday Fund and your  

donation is doubled.

‘I don’t believe she 
has a racist bone in 
her body. ... But with 
leadership comes 
accountability.’ 
—The Rev. Anthony Darrington, 

pastor of Jerusalem Baptist 
Church, Palo Alto
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City Council (Nov. 3)
Reusable bags: The council discussed the city’s Comprehensive Reusable Bag 
Program, which includes a ban on plastic checkout bags at local grocery stores and 
restrictions on Styrofoam containers. The plastic bag ordinance is expected to be 
passed in December. Action: None

Historic Resources Board (Nov. 5)
345 Lincoln Ave: The commission approved a request by Cody Anderson Wasney 
Architects to make alterations to the Charles Benjamin Wing house and water tower, 
located at 345 Lincoln Ave., in the Professorville National Register Historic District. 
The projects include removal and replacement of several windows and doors. 
Yes: Bernstein, Bunnenberg, Di Cicco, Kohler, Makinen; Absent: Bower; 
Abstain: Loukianoff

Architectural Review Board (Nov. 6)
Office building: The board approved a variance request by Ken Hayes on behalf 
of Roxy Rapp for a proposed four-story building at 278 University Ave. Yes: Unani-
mously approved.
Lytton Plaza Park: The board discussed a request by Friends of Lytton Plaza Park, 
L.L.C., to renovate Lytton Plaza Park. Renovations would include new paving, land-
scaping and fountain. Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The City Council plans to hold a 
study session on housing impacts of proposed expansions of the 
Stanford Medical Center and Stanford Shopping Plaza. The council 
also plans to hold a joint meeting with the Human Resources Com-
mission. The council also plans to discuss a proposed fountain 
on California Avenue and approve contracts with Aaron Garfunkle 
Landscapes, Inc., and artist Bruce Beasley for the project. The 
meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 10, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO BOARD OF EDUCATION ...  The board will hold a spe-
cial meeting to vote on the authorization to award contracts for the 
Gunn High School structural improvement plan. Improvements in-
clude a new dugout, fencing and a flag pole. The meeting is sched-
uled for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in the Administration 
Room at the District Office (25 Churchill Ave.).

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... 
The commission plans to hold study sessions on amendments to 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan and on preliminary designs for the 
proposed Public Safety Building. The commission will also discuss a 
proposed 43-unit project at 200 San Antonio Road. The meeting is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The board will 
hold a follow-up discussion about the police department’s demo-
graphic data reporting. The commission will also discuss the Hu-
man Services Resources Allocation Process and a proposal for a 
Human Resources Commission award. The meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13, in the Council conference room at 
City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

The Public Agenda

German International School of Silicon Valley

• Preschool and Grades K-12 with dual immersion 
    language programm (German and English)
• German International Abitur & SAT/AP exams
• WASC accredited High School Program • Safe and nurturing learning environment
• German language classes for all ages
• Locations in Mountain View and Berkeley 

          310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043        email office@gissv.org        web www.gissv.org

Open Houses

Nov 8, 2008 &

Jan 10, 2009

10am to 1pm

The Best of two Worlds - Learning in German and English

GISSV

Admission $10  $2 with this ad, Seniors $3 off

For general information (650) 574-3247
www.hillsboroughantiqueshow.com

Bob Taylor, Show Director
(208) 629-0891

Produced by The United Voluntary Services. Serving all Veterans.

NOW A 3 DAY EVENT
November 7, 8, & 9, 2008

Show Hours:
Fri 11am-9pm  Sat 11am-7pm  Sun 11am-5pm

San Mateo Event Center

Next to Bay Meadows in San Mateo at  Delaware St. & 25th Ave.
(Take Hwy 92 west off Hwy 101, exit Delaware Street)

On site porcelain and glass repair. Restaurants and Piano Bar on Premises. 

Antiques & Decorative 
Arts Show & Sale

Hillsborough
The Fall

the city’s claims about the environ-
mental impacts of plastic bags as 
“myths and misrepresentations” and 
said his group expects to sue Palo 
Alto if the new bans are enacted. 
And Tim Shestek, director of state 
affairs for the American Chemistry 
Council, said the new rule would 
actually hinder the city’s efforts to 
encourage recycling.

“We think there is an opportunity 
to increase recycling of these prod-
ucts,” Shestek, who did not attend 
Monday’s meeting, told the Weekly. 
“We’re suggesting that instead of 

implementing a ban, which could 
ultimately lead to more usage of the 
paper bag and significant environ-
mental impacts, that the city work 
with manufacturers, retailers and 
others to try to increase recycling.”

Monday’s council meeting also 
featured speakers favoring the new 
bag ordinances, including local 
environmentalist Walt Hays and a 
troop of Girl Scouts, who urged the 
council to save marine animals by 
curbing plastic-bag usage.

The council is expected to enact 
the ordinance banning plastic bags at 
grocery stores in early December. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Plastic bags
(continued from page 7)
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Upfront

Two young men arrested for MP car burglaries
Two 18-year-old men spotted by police leaving an area of Menlo 

Park where several car burglaries occurred early last Thursday were 
arrested a short time later in Redwood City, police reported Saturday. 
(Posted Nov. 1 at 8:50 p.m.)

Man shot in East Palo Alto Friday afternoon 
 A 36-year-old man from San Leandro arrived at Stanford Hospital 

at 1 p.m. Friday (Oct. 31) with a bullet wound in his leg and later told 
East Palo Alto police he had been shot while he was on the 1100 block 
of Jervis Avenue. (Posted Nov. 2 at 6:33 p.m.)

‘Sophisticated’ burglars hit Los Altos jeweler
Burglars who put some thought into what they were doing broke 

into a downtown Los Altos office sometime Saturday night or early 
Sunday morning, broke through a wall into an adjacent jewelry store, 
then knew enough to break into a safe, making off with about $350,000 
in jewelry. (Posted Nov. 3 at 9:40 a.m.)

Crash kills former EPA planning commissioner
Ben Ahmad, 64, a former member of the East Palo Alto Planning 

Commission, was killed Sunday afternoon in Hayward when the car he 
was driving was struck by a second car. (Posted Nov. 5 at 4:03 p.m.) 

Cecily Harris elected to open space board
Cecily Harris, a San Carlos parks commissioner, was elected to 

the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District’s Board of Directors 
Tuesday — possibly becoming the first challenger to unseat an exist-
ing board member in the 35-year history of the district. (Posted Nov. 6 
at 9:41 a.m.)

Shooting wounds 23-year-old East Palo Alto man
East Palo Alto police are investigating a shooting Wednesday eve-

ning that left a 23-year-old East Palo Alto man in stable condition at a 
local hospital. (Posted Nov. 6 at 9:43 a.m.)

Driver in Tongan royalty deaths goes to jail
A Redwood City woman convicted of misdemeanor vehicular man-

slaughter in the 2006 deaths of two Tongan royal family members and 
their driver in Menlo Park was taken into custody Wednesday to serve 
seven months in county jail. (Posted Nov. 6 at 9:53 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

30TH ANNUAL
2009 TALL TREE AWARDS

 

THE PALO ALTO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
THE PALO ALTO WEEKLY

are proud to announce the 30th annual 
Tall Tree awards, presented in four 
categories, recognizing exceptional 

civic contributions and service to the 
Palo Alto community. Current elected 

officials are not eligible.

Nomination forms are available online
at www.paloaltochamber.com

or at the Palo Alto Chamber of 
Commerce

at 122 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto

Unique Shops For Unique Children

D O W N TO W N
L O OS SA L T

M A R ION 
JAC K STONS

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 
AND SHOES FOR 

BOYS & GIRLS FROM

Join us for 
Holiday Stroll 

FRIDAY NOV. 14TH 5-9 PM

 222 Main Street, Lost Altos    650.948.0948

650.941.6043

220 State Street #1, Los Altos, Ca 94022

Linden Tree
 Children's Recordings & Books

650.949.3390
9:30 - 5:30 Mon - Sat

Open Sunday Dec 7th -  21st  12 - 5 pm

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

specializing in 

new construction, 

additions and remodels

CUSTOM CABINETMAKERS

specializing in 

residential cabinetry 

and furniture

2570 leghorn street, unit d, 

mountain view ca 94043

mmfww.com

650-960-3447

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 
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CLASSES.  TRAINERS.  NEW EQUIPMENT.

BEST FITNESS CLUB

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM

M-F 6am-10pm Sat/Sun 8am-7pm
1625 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mt. View, CA 94043

LIVE.  FLEX. GROW. ENGAGE.

CLLCC ASSSASA SSEES S

650 94444 855555 MM FF 6

W O R K O U T  F O R  FREE

2 WEEK 
TRIAL OFFER

B

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 11/30/08. Must present this ad.

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

5PM-7PM 
CLOCK TOWER PLAZA

Deck the Halls with Holly Berry, the Holiday Fairy!

Stanford Shopping Center will light up the 
holidays with a musical treat for the entire family 

featuring Holly Berry, the Holiday Fairy and her 
singing and dancing holiday trees. Bop to the 

beat of everyone’s favorite holiday tunes as Holly 
Berry and Santa lead the countdown to our 

Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony and the illumina-
tion of the entire Center. After the performance, 
follow the characters to the Center Pavilion for 
photos with Santa and refreshments hosted by 

Mrs. Claus and her helpers.

*Santa’s Enchanted Woods will be closed during the Tree Lighting 
Ceremony and will reopen after the parade.

THE GIRLS’ 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

180 North Rengstorff Avenue

Mountain View, CA 94043

(650) 968-8338 x115   

admissions@girlsms.org

www.girlsms.org

OPEN HOUSES Saturday, November 15, 1 pm

Thursday, December 11, 7 pm

Igniting the spark  
of knowledge and 
self-discovery.

875 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA (650) 327-7222

How can we help 
you go green?
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“I had a really bad headache, and 
my neck was stiff beyond belief,” he 
said. He spent more than a month 
recovering on the living-room sofa 
and couldn’t walk more than a few 
steps, he said.

“It was hard to learn new stuff at 
school. I couldn’t grasp stuff any-
more. ... My mom said I was differ-
ent. I didn’t want to do much,” he 
added.

Flores’ mother, Virginia Garcia, 
also drives passengers for a living. 
The incident still makes her angry, 
according to Flores.

“She says why should I be hurt for 
someone else’s mistake?” he said.

Flores said he is better now. He 
hopes to become a veterinarian or 
marine biologist and wants to go 
to U.C. Santa Cruz. But he plans to 
go to Foothill College first to get 
his grades up and then transfer, he 
added.

Stein, Flores’ attorney, said doc-
tors were “very concerned” about 
the possibility of permanent dam-

age to Flores’ brain. “There was 
a fear that he suffered traumatic 
brain injury. He seems OK, but 
doctors won’t clear him for a year,” 
he said.

Public buses have a mandatory 
interlock system so that if a door 
opens, the bus should stop, accord-
ing to Stein.

“The door wasn’t locked. Accord-
ing to my experts, the doors should 
be locked [and able to withstand] 
250 to 300 pounds pressure,” he 
said.

But a wheelchair-lift mechanism 
that normally is in front of the door 
was removed and that may have 
contributed to the door failure, ac-
cording to Stein.

“Theoretically, they should’ve 
red-tagged the bus,” Stein said, re-
ferring to a term describing a dan-
gerous situation that would have 
forced the bus out of circulation.

At the time of the accident, a Palo 
Alto Police Department spokesper-
son said the shuttle’s doors “were 
not built to [stay] secure with the 
force of a person’s weight against 
it.”

Flores filed suit in Santa Clara 
County Superior Court in February 
against Peninsula Corridor Joint 
Powers Board or JPB (Caltrain), 
the Parking Company of America 
of Downey, Calif., which runs the 
shuttles and the shuttle driver, Mar-
tha Lorena Cachiro, for an unspeci-
fied sum.

In April 2008, the City of Palo 
Alto was added to the suit as a 
cross-defendant by the Peninsula 
Corridor Joint Powers Board — the 
agency hired to run the shuttles. 
The city in 1999 had signed an in-
demnity agreement to hold the JPB 
and its member agencies harmless 
in the event of any lawsuits arising 
out of injury to persons or damage 
to property.

But Palo Alto was dismissed from 
the suit on July 31 when the Park-
ing Company of America, which 
provides and runs 34 shuttles for 
Caltrain, accepted responsibility for 
the lawsuit. Caltrain then agreed to 
dismiss its cross-complaint against 
the city, Assistant City Attorney 
Don Larkin said. Parking Company 
of America has an indemnity agree-
ment with the Joint Powers Board, 
he added.

While Larkin said he was relieved 
the city will not be implicated in the 
lawsuit, the indemnification provi-
sion is unique to the Palo Alto Shut-
tle contract, he said.

“It has been in the agreement since 
the inception of the shuttle program. 
We will be addressing the indemni-
fication provision and other terms in 
the next contract,” he added.

Christine Dunn, Caltrain spokes-
woman, said the agency is not able 
to comment on pending litigation. 
And representatives and attorneys 
for the Parking Company of Amer-
ica did not return phone calls seek-
ing comment.

The company also operates com-
muter shuttles for the City of Burl-
ingame and the City of South San 
Francisco, according to the com-
pany website. 

A mediation conference will be 
held and reported to the court on 
Jan. 8, 2009. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com. 

Lawsuit
(continued from page 3)

Upfront

Lourdes Fong knows a thing or two about communicating with  
the world around her. Along with English, she speaks Chinese, 
Cantonese, Mandarin and others, plus she’s fluent in the mag-
ic language of Harry Potter. She’s able to converse with plants,  
as well — successfully creating her own large flower garden.  
So she knew Moldaw Family Residences would be the perfect  
place to grow.

As part of the multi-generational Taube Koret Campus for  
Jewish Life, Moldaw Family Residences will give you unlimited 
opportunity to stay connected to the world around you, no  
matter what your idea of enjoying life is.

Call or visit us online to find out what Lourdes and many  
others have already discovered. But don’t wait — we’re  
already 76% reserved, and construction is well underway.

Her Tip For  

Retirement Living?
Moldaw Family Residences 

is the perfect place to grow!

“I like the concept of having young people around  
  and a mix of other activities going on.” - Lourdes Fong

899 Charleston has filed an application for a Certificate of Authority and has been issued a permit  
from the California Department of Social Services to accept deposits. 

Moldaw Family Residences at 899 Charleston welcomes and admission is open to  
older adults of all faiths, ethnicities and racial backgrounds.

Midtown’s ‘Creme de Cafe’  
coffee shop closes

Midtown’s Creme de Cafe espresso shop is the lat-
est victim of the financial crunch and competition. It 
abruptly closed its doors Wednesday, Oct. 29, leav-
ing behind only “Sorry, we’re closed” signs with sad-
mouthed smiley faces. 

A neighbor who asked not to be identified said the 
owners owed back rent of at least $14,000, plus util-
ity bills. Finally, he said, the city cut off its power 
Wednesday and Creme de Cafe, located at Middlefield 
Road at Loma Verde Avenue, served its final cup of 
joe. 

“They just couldn’t compete any more for custom-
ers — too many other options for people to go,” the 
source said.

Tables and chairs are visible in the darkened inte-
rior, as are all the coffee mugs and cappuccino ma-
chines. Cookies remain in the cookie jars. 

“They left quickly,” according to the source.
Two out of three young men sitting at an outside 

table Saturday afternoon said they worked there, and 
one — Sho Murphy-Shigamatsu of Palo Alto — still 
had the key to the door.

He and Alex Glenard, also of Palo Alto, said they 

had worked there about six months. They indicated 
money was coming in but clearly the shop needed 
more customers. 

They said a number of customers — perhaps 30 or 
40 — had active prepaid “coffee cards” with balances 
ranging from $12 to $25. 

Charla Ender was unaware Creme de Cafe had 
closed as she walked up to the locked front door Sat-
urday and tried to open it. 

“I’ve been coming here on the weekends for years. 
I still have my coffee card. It’s got 15 dollars left on 
it. Now what?” she asked. 

Owner/Manager Chiara Basso could not be reached 
for comment. 

The coffee shop was a popular, low-key, neighbor-
hood meeting place. It gained international fame in 
1996 when Harley, a small, affectionate cat who was 
a favorite of customers, mysteriously disappeared. As 
it turns out, Harley was accidentally shipped to Japan 
in a case of mistaken identity. 

After several months, dozens of phone calls and 
stacks of paperwork, Harley was returned to Palo Alto 
in an ultimate “The Cat Came Back ...” story. But 
Creme de Cafe seems gone for good. 

—Daryl Savage

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about the issues at  
Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Oct. 25-Nov. 2
Violence related
Arson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Attempted suicide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Unlawful sexual intercourse  . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Credit card forgery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Identity theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .7
Hit and run  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .7
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . 11
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Possession by minor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Man down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. penal code violation  . . . . . . . . . . .5
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Noise ordinance violation  . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Menlo Park
Oct. 28-Nov. 3
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Driving with suspended license  . . . . . . .2
Hit and run with property damage  . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle accident/injury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury  . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Drunk in public  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Miscellaneous
Active disturbance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Attempted robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Citizen arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Coroner case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Mental evaluation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Probation violation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Search warrant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Solicitor info case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Trespassing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Atherton
Oct. 29-Nov. 3
Violence related
Assault & battery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft related
Commercial burglaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Burglary auto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Parking problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Traffic details. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
911 hang up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Attempt to contact  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Building/perimeter/area check  . . . . . . . .1
Construction site checks  . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Follow up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Meet citizen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Public works call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious person  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Tree down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Bryant Road, 10/27, 9 a.m.; arson.
3900 Block El Camino Real, 10/28, 9:39 
p.m.; suicide attempt
Curlew Lane, 10/30, 7:16 p.m.; unlawful 
sexual intercourse.

El Camino Real, 10/30, 7:02 p.m.; domes-
tic violence/battery.
Tennyson Avenue, 11/01, 4:59 p.m.; family 
violence.
California Avenue, 11/01, 12:50 a.m.; bat-
tery/simple.
Terman Drive, 11/02, 10:46 a.m.; family 
violence/battery.

Atherton
Patricia Drive, 11/01, 5:12 a.m.; simple 
assault-battery.
Menlo Atherton High School on Middle-
field Road, 11/03, 12:27 p.m.; simple 
assault-battery.

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
Women Learning • Women Leading

Fall 2008 Open House Dates

To make a reservation or learn more 
 www.castilleja.org • 650.470.7733 • admission@castilleja.org

1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Celebrating a Century of Educating Girls

Upper School (grades 9-12)
Sunday, December 7

Middle School (grades 6-8)
Sunday, November 9

Expires 11/17/08

Ole's Car Shop passes the
torch to Dave's Auto Repair

10% off

Must present this ad. 
Expires 10//31/08. 

Minimum $200 work orders.

Labor

830 E. Charleston 
at Fabian in Palo Alto

Charleston

101

Fabian
San Antonio☛NEW 

Location

(650) 328-6537

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

783465291
419732658
265189473
846521937
157943826
392678145
971854362
634217589
528396714

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 60

Where languages
are just the
beginning...

www.istp.org
(650) 251-8504

Palo Alto, CA
Nursery - 8th

French-English Program    Chinese-English Program
Information Night        Information Night
November 4th at 6 p.m.    November 18th at 6 p.m.
January 6th at 6 p.m.        January 13th at 6 p.m.
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Share a part of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School Blood Center

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu
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Letters
Refocus on robberies
Editor,

As a representative of more than 
250 merchants in the California Av-
enue district, an area greatly affected 
by the recent robberies, I focused on 
solutions last Thursday night, when 
Chief Johnson answered questions 
about it. I immediately understood 
what she meant regarding the police 
stopping African-American males. 
Never did I think she was suggest-
ing “profiling,” for the sake of it. 

It was understood that if a per-
son looked like the drawing of the 
suspect, they would be respectfully 
stopped, and even then, the chat 
would be with willing parties. It 
sounded reasonable to me. I never 
attributed a negative, unlawful or 
unconstitutional motive to her re-
sponse. Nor did I superimpose any 
previous PAPD activity from years 
ago on the subject at hand ... 

Since I immediately knew Chief 
Johnson was not talking about “pro-
filing” for the sake of it, an apology 
to me, as a member of that audience, 
is not necessary. Rather, I would like 
to commend everyone that arranged 
the town-hall meeting, a solution-
oriented, thorough, detailed and 
helpful gathering. ... 

It is time to refocus, for the ben-
efit of the community. There are 
robbers in Palo Alto. People need 
to feel safe. 

Ronna Devincenzi
President of California Area Av-

enue Development Association
El Camino Real

Profiling goes on
Editor,

It seems that the City of Palo alto 
and Police Chief Lynne Johnson are 
now entering PR mode. However, 
despite Johnson’s denials, racial 
profiling has been going on in this 
city for many years and under her 
watch.

I have heard from people who 
are African-American who have 
testified they were stopped and 
often searched but not cited or ar-
rested and they had no idea why. 
The police tend to consider blacks 
suspicious and especially if they are 
coming from East Palo Alto.

... Someone wrote about the police 
rounding up young male African-
Americans at the downtown train 
and bus station. She says she is there 
twice a day and what she witnesses 
is consistent and has been going on 
for at least the two years she has 
been taking the bus. She says the 
men are made to empty their pock-
ets and backpacks and lay every-
thing down on the ground. They are 
harassed for 20 to 30 minutes, she 
wrote, and then the police leave.

Two years or so ago, I appeared 
on “Talking With Henrietta” (cable 
TV show) and listened to several 

African-Americans who were har-
rassed by police for no reason they  
could discern. This is so common 
in this city and it is racial profiling. 
The police will never admit this 
exists and many in our town don’t 
want to believe it.

However, the ... department’s own 
demographic data back up the alle-
gation that blacks and Hispanics are 
stopped and searched far more than 
their numbers would indicate and 
yet are cited less than whites. ... 

The chief will never admit that 
racial profiling exists in her depart-
ment, but it does and something 
must be done.

Natalie Fisher
Ellsworth Place

Palo Alto

See you on the freeway
Editor,

Last week I was “bumped” from 
the bicycle portion of Caltrain not 
once but twice at the Mountain 
View station. This is not the first 
time I was denied boarding as I have 
commuted by bicycle via Caltrain 
for nearly seven years. November 

will be my last month of ridership.
In addition ... there are no rain or 

wind shelters in the bicycle waiting 
area. ... Being bumped and standing 
in the rain is not my idea of a toler-
able commute! 

... Summer is no picnic either. At 
the Palo Alto (downtown) station, 
lack of sun shelter on the concrete 
waiting platform causes northbound 
passengers to crowd into the tunnel 
... to escape the heat, thereby mak-
ing tunnel access for passers-by 
more difficult.

My challenge to those cities that 
are always crowing about how 
“green” they are becoming is this: 
Please consider putting your money 
where your mouth is and contrib-
uting funding to Caltrain (perhaps 
based on population) so that an 
additional bicycle car can be pur-
chased along with shelters for sun 
and rain. More benches would be 
welcome, too! Train passengers ... 
are also your residents. Until then, 
I’ll see you on the freeway.

Karen Escobar
Carmelita Drive
Mountain View

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Time for our police 
chief to step down

Repeated communication gaffes  
undermine public confidence and cripple  

Lynne Johnson’s ability to lead department 

E ffective leaders are good communicators. Public-sector leaders in 
places such as Palo Alto must be especially good communicators 
because citizens are smart, intensely involved, and don’t hesitate 

to ask questions, challenge assumptions, or, fairly or not, protest ac-
tions taken or words spoken.

In the broad realm of government-citizen interactions, nothing 
is more important than clear and sensitive communications to the 
public on law-enforcement actions and policies.

Police Chief Lynne Johnson set off a firestorm last week by 
stating at a community meeting that her officers, as part of their 
efforts to solve recent strong-arm robberies, would be stopping 
African-American males and having “consensual” interviews to 
determine who they were and what they were doing in town.

The chief has since apologized, retracted her statements and 
acknowledged she misspoke. She has done everything humanly 
possible to repair the damage of her poorly crafted words.

It is not enough.
Based on our long-time history with Chief Johnson, we 

do not for a minute believe she is racist, a supporter of racial 
profiling, or anything other than a strong advocate for modern 
policing practices that are respectful of civil liberties. As one 
of the pioneer female police chiefs in California, she has been a 
strong advocate for increasing diversity of all kinds within police 
departments. That makes today’s mess tragic. 

The problem — why it is essential that Chief Johnson now 
retire — is that she has repeatedly fumbled one of her most 
important job responsibilities: communicating effectively with 
the public.

The meeting last week was not hastily called together. It was a 
carefully planned forum for the purpose of reassuring the public 
that the police were taking all appropriate actions to apprehend 
the perpetrators, who were believed to be black, Latino and 
white, depending on the robbery.

Chief Johnson should not only have been prepared for the 
issue of race to come up but proactively addressed how her 
department was navigating the sensitive area of pursuing only 
vaguely described suspects while protecting the civil liberties of 
racial minorities that live, work or visit friends in Palo Alto. 

Instead, a question raising a legitimate, predictable concern 
about racial profiling put her on the defensive and led to her 
inarticulate attempt to explain the department’s investigative 
efforts — compounded after the meeting in TV interviews.

If this were the first instance of this shortcoming it might be 
forgivable. But Johnson’s poor judgment and faulty execution of 
public communication has plagued her tenure as chief. 

The year-long saga of the police investigation of the Children’s 
Theatre, which ultimately resulted in no prosecutions, could 
be a textbook case at police chief school as to how poor 
communication with the public can lead to rampant speculation, 
innocent victims and unintended consequences. On several 
occasions, Chief Johnson had to be persuaded by others, 
including the Weekly, that she owed the public an explanation 
and progress report on the investigation.  

And when she finally announced that no charges would be 
filed (after the district attorney’s office declined to prosecute), 
she shocked everyone by laying out the allegations she would 
have made in a prosecution — when those accused could never 
defend themselves in court.

Less visible to the public, over the past half dozen years 
the department has too often failed to get the word out about 
important crimes, incidents or hazardous circumstances until 
many hours have passed.

These are just examples of public-communication failures. It 
is troubling to think about what similar problems may exist with 
the chief’s internal departmental communications.

Lynne Johnson is an honest and devoted police chief who 
came up through the ranks from patrol officer in 1975 to field 
training officer, sergeant, lieutenant and captain before being 
named assistant chief in 1988 and chief in 2003. Her service 
should be respected and honored. 

But there comes a time when flaws become so obvious and 
circumstances so tangled that new leadership is required — for 
the good of the department, the city and the community.

Sadly, we believe that point was reached last week. 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? How can Palo Alto best respond to crimes while 
respecting civil rights of everyone?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com 
or shorter comments to readerwire@paweekly.com. Include your name, 
address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve the right 
to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel and factual errors 
known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Assistant to the Editor 
Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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How do you feel about the election results?
Asked in front of Whole Foods Market. Interviews by Johanna Toivio. Photographs by Colleen Cummins.

Joel Masser
Computer Programmer
Romfort Drive, San Jose

“I’m happy about the presidential 
choice. I guess many of the races are 
still too close to call, but it’s interest-
ing.”

Judy Wormley
Retiree
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto

“It’s awesome, Obama is on his way. 
McCain’s a good man but I like what 
Obama stands for.”

Penka Georgieva
Student
Ayrshire Farm Lane, Stanford

“I’m very glad that he won. Next four 
years will be great, I’m looking forward 
to the changes he promised. I’m disap-
pointed about Proposition 8, I hope it 
won’t pass.”

Gabe Wachob
Software Engineer
Magnolia Avenue, San Carlos

“Personally I’m happy about Obama 
winning but very unhappy about Propo-
sition 8.”

Tracy Ruggles
Product Manager
Mariner Green, Corte Madera

“I’m happy about Proposition 2, which 
provides protection for farm animals, 
and 4 about abortion notification for 
minors, but I’m very unhappy about 
Prop 8.”

by Ray Bacchetti

O pportunity often comes well disguised. 
Last week our 
police chief’s 

misspoken words dur-
ing and after a town 
meeting on recent rob-
beries and burglaries 
raised the specter of 
racial profiling. 

Her words triggered 
hurt and anger. A few 
days later, at a City 
Council meeting Nov. 
3, her better-spoken words and plans reminded 
me of how often mistakes open opportunities 
that aren’t easily approached head-on. 

At that meeting, Chief Lynne Johnson of-
fered her apology and re-commitment to an 
inclusive community. I was in the audience, 
sitting close by some 40 African-American 
Stanford students. Their presence and the situ-
ation sent my mind back 40 years to Stanford 
at the time of the fateful assassination of Mar-
tin Luther King. 

In 1968, 22 years before today’s freshmen 
students were born, Stanford had few students 
of color. 

But the civil rights era had begun. Dr. 
King’s death galvanized it. A few days after 
his killing, in a campus-wide meeting in the 
university’s largest hall, a panel of faculty was 
addressing its implications. 

Then, in a few electric minutes, a small 
group of African-American students strode 
down the aisle and took the microphone from 
President Richard Lyman. They issued 10 de-
mands intended to move the university in the 
direction to which Dr. King had pointed. 

Over the next few days, university officials 

met with these students. They began by lower-
ing the campus temperature where many were 
angry at the audacity of the black students: 
University leaders said it was the content and 
not the manner of the demands’ delivery that 
counted. 

From that point on, many positive programs 
were set in motion — it was a turning point 
in its own right. 

Over the 40 intervening years, the admis-
sions office learned to see talent in places it 
hadn’t looked before. 

Stanford’s student recruiting expanded to 
include other minorities. Faculty of color 
(though never enough) were hired, and many 
of those faculty devoted themselves as much 
to transforming the university to a genuine-
ly inclusive community as they did to their 
teaching, scholarship and research. 

Financial aid was amplified so affordability 
was not a barrier. Committees on minority is-
sues deliberated and recommended. And the 
graduation celebrations of the different racial 
and ethnic groups grew larger, more confident 
and more a part of the fabric of the univer-
sity.

In the Nov. 3 council meeting, I spoke to 
an African-American freshmen next to me, 
mentioning how things were 40 years ago and 
observing that, in his class, half were students 
of color. 

He nodded and said confidently, “Stanford 
has done a good job on diversity.” The other 
students who then spoke to the council vali-
dated his observation. They were angry, mod-
erate, disappointed )– and constructive. They 
spoke of the work they do in the community 
– tutor “your” children, volunteer in “your” 
hospitals, patronize “your” stores. 

The Stanford students drove home the 

wounding power of profiling, the “other-izing” 
of people who are as consequential a part of 
the community as anyone. They wanted Palo 
Alto to be an unbiased city and would will-
ingly work with it to that end.

Yes, Stanford has done a good job on di-
versity. And Palo Alto is a beneficiary of that 
good job. 

In many ways it is the educational institu-
tions of our nation that have worked deliber-
ately and determinedly since 1968 (not with-
out stumbles much like those of our police 
chief) to move away from racism and do work 
in teaching and research that enables others to 
do the same. 

Tuesday’s presidential election brought 
home a spectacular payoff from all that de-
votion to American principles that has been 
happening on campuses and off. 

Our Police Department has been a part of 
that effort. As Bill Green, one of Palo Alto’s 
wise and involved African-American citizens, 

stated to the council that evening, it has been 
under Chief Johnson’s leadership that positive 
change has happened in the department. Not 
perfectly. Not seamlessly. But consistently. 

Now, thanks to some poor phrasing in a pub-
lic meeting, we, all of us, have a new opportu-
nity to show what we can do to keep making 
our community genuinely inclusive. 

Ray Bacchetti is a longtime resident of 
Palo Alto, a former member of the Palo Alto 
Unified School District Board of Education 
and a current member of the Palo Alto Hu-
man Relations Commission — this piece 
reflects his personal opinion. He can be  
e-mailed at raybac@earthlink.net. 

Chief’s misspoken words are an opportunity in disguise
Guest Opinion

The Stanford students drove 
home the wounding power 
of profiling, the “other-
izing” of people who are as 
consequential a part of the 
community as anyone. They 
wanted Palo Alto to be an 
unbiased city and would 
willingly work with it to  
that end.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Holiday Savings Package
FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase 

of Freeway plus driver training
Must have coupon for this offer. Expires Dec. 30, 2008

Stanford 
Driving School

(
To register online, please visit our website at: 

www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

  Day 1     Day 2     Day 3     Day 4   
Sat 11/15 Sun 11/16 Sat 11/22 Sun 11/23
Sat 12/20 Sun 12/21 Mon 12/22 Tues12/23
Sat 12/27 Sun 12/28 Mon 12/29 Tues12/30

Holiday In-Class Schedule

Services will be 
held at 11 A.M. Friday, 
November 21, at Menlo 
Park Presbyterian Church 
for Betty Dostal White of 
Menlo Park, who died 
peacefully on October 
30th at the age of 94.

Born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Mrs. White 
grew up in Evanston, 

Illinois.  She attended Nutrier High School and was 
a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority at 
Northwestern University.

After moving to Atherton in 1945, Mrs. White 

became a member of the Peninsula Volunteers and 
the Children's Auxiliary to the Stanford Convalescent 
Hospital.  She was a gifted painter.   She was a member 
of the Menlo Circus Club and the Menlo Country 
Club, where she enjoyed playing bridge.  She attended 
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church for over 50 years and 
enjoyed giving generously to charitable causes.

She is survived by her daughter, Mimi McDowell 
of Portola Valley; seven grandchildren; and seventeen 
great-grandchildren.  Her husband, Howard White Jr., 
as well as her daughter, Susan Dove, and her son, 
Howard White III, preceded her in death.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to Prison 
Fellowship Ministries, P.O. Box 1550, Merrifield, 
Virginia, 22116-1550.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

On Sunday, October 
25, Jane Bush Miller 
passed away as she had 
lived her life: with grace 
and dignity.  

Jane was born and 
raised in Honolulu, 
Hawaii and moved to Palo 
Alto to attend Stanford 
University.  A strong 
supporter of Stanford 
arts and athletics, she 

was frequently seen at Cardinal baseball, football and 
basketball games.  For over 40 years, she volunteered 
at the Cantor Arts Center including a term as Chair of 

the Committee for Art at Stanford.  Her many friends will 
miss her bridge and tennis playing, walks with dogs, 
travel stories, and her lovely garden.

Jane was the center of the Miller family and their 
holidays and birthdays will never be quite the same 
without her.  She made great gravy and a terrific 
persimmon pudding.  Her family will miss her dearly.

A memorial service in honor of Jane will be held 
at Stanford Memorial Church at 4:30pm on Tuesday, 
November 18, followed by a celebration of her life at 
the Stanford Cantor Arts Center at 5:30pm.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made on behalf of Jane to 
the Cantor Arts Center. Everyone who knew Jane is 
welcome to join us in saying aloha.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

725 Santa Cruz Avenue Menlo Park 650.326.7700 Mon-Fri 9:30-6; Sat 9:30-5:30

Open now!

C
Unexpected pleasures,
sure-to-be treasures—

plus custom wrapping for gifts bought 
at Cadeaux or elsewhere!

Gail Goodenough died October 9th in Auburn, California at Auburn Faith Hospital 
of pneumonia and complications of diabetes. Gail, born in 1948, was a second 
generation Palo Alto native. She is survived by her mother Dores and brother Gary. 
Like her parents and brother, she also graduated form Palo Alto High School. Gail 
lived for 32 years at Pla-Vada on Donner Summit in Soda Springs, California. She was 
a former co-owner of a popular deli and cheese store next to the post office in Soda 
Springs. Donations can be made in Gail's memory to: Sutter Auburn Faith Hospital 
Foundation, 11815 Education Street, Auburn, CA 95602. Phone: (530) 888-4557

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Looking for a dog walker?
Palo Alto Pet Care

(650)464-8733
Offering professional
dog walking & unique

pet photography

www.PALOALTOPETCARE.COM

At Middlefi eld/Embarcadero, 
Palo Alto

Info: andrebobo@aol.com

Information & details can be found on our web site.
650-947-0247  www.zitune.com

Modern Moroccan Cuisine

New At Zitune!
Monthly Chef & Wine Dinners 

No Corkage Sundays 
New Bar Menu

Take Out

Diners’ Choice

Robert S. Reis
Robert Stanley Reis, 91, a long-

time Peninsula resident, died in 
Palo Alto on Oct. 22.

He was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, to Stanley and Bertha Reis. 
He began his education at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Stanford 
University and his M.B.A from 
the Stanford Graduate School of 
Business in 1941.

During World War II he was an 
army cadet, earned an advanced 
degree in meteorology from New 
York University and served as a 
staff weather officer in the Army 
Air Force. In 1946, he married 
Kato Mendelssohn. Together 
they had four sons, and, with fel-
low Stanford Graduate School of 
Business alumnus Robert Bush, 
purchased City Transfer and Stor-
age Company of San Francisco. 
When Bush moved on to other 
business pursuits, Richie Smith, a 
friend of his, joined on — a work-
ing partnership that lasted years. 

Later, he served as the chairman 
of board and chief executive of-
ficer of Allied Van Lines in the 
1970s. In 1980, he and his sons 
Tom, John, and Ron renamed the 
company to DataSafe, focusing 
on records management and stor-
age.

During his career he served as 
president of the National Furni-
ture Warehousemen’s Association 
in 1962, president of the San Fran-
cisco Better Business Bureau in 
1972, and on the boards of direc-
tors of various civic organizations 
such as the Guardsmen, Rotary 
Club of San Francisco, The Boys 
and Girls Clubs of San Francisco, 
the Lassen Park Foundation and 
the Sequoia Foundation.

He loved golf, which he played 
at an early age in national ama-
teur tournaments and intercol-
legiate tournaments, eventually 
as captain of the University of 
Cincinnati golf team; bridge, 
where he attained the rank of life 
master; and dominos. He was a 

member of the Family Club of 
San Francisco; the Bohemian 
Club, where he served as the 
Chairman of the Grove Commit-
tee; the Menlo Circus Club; and 
the Menlo Country Club.

He and his family shared a pas-
sion for nature and they would of-
ten vacation at “Echo Springs,” a 
family retreat in northern Cali-
fornia. His family remembers 
him for his gentle soul, sense of 
humor, love of nature and resilient 
devotion to those close to him.

He is survived by his wife, 
Kato Reis of Palo Alto; his four 
sons and their wives, Ron and 
Barbara of Menlo Park, Tom and 
Julie of San Francisco, Brian and 
Prudence of Foster City, John 
and Karen of Menlo Park; ten 
grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren.

A private family memorial was 
held at his wish. Any donations 
may be made to one’s charity of 
choice.

Deaths
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NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

FOR THREE, THREE-YEAR TERMS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2011
(Terms of Crommie, Markevitch and Panelli)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking 
applications for the Parks and Recreation Commission from persons 
interested in a three-year term ending December 31, 2011.

Eligibility Requirements: Composed of seven members who shall 
be appointed by and shall serve at the pleasure of the City Council, 
but who shall not be Council Members, officers or employees of 
the City of Palo Alto.  Each member of the commission shall have a 
demonstrated interest in parks, open space and recreation matters.  
All members of the commission shall at all times be residents of the 
City of Palo Alto.  Regular meetings are at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.

Duties:  The Parks and Recreation Commission shall advise 
the City Council on matters relating to the activities of the Parks 
and Golf Division and the Recreation, Open Space and Sciences 
Division of the Community Services Department, excluding daily 
administrative operations.  The commission shall also advise the 
City Council on planning and policy matters pertaining to the 
goals of and the services provided by the Parks and Golf Division 
and the Recreation, Open Space and Sciences Division of the 
Community Services Department, review state legislative proposals 
that may affect the operation of the Parks and Golf Division and 
Recreation, Open Space and Sciences Division of the Community 
Services Department, review the City Manager’s proposed budget 
for capital improvements and operations relating to the Parks and 
Golf Division and Recreation, Open Space and Sciences Division of 
the Community Services Department, and thereafter forward any 
comments to one or more of the applicable committees of the City 
Council.

Appointment information and application forms are available in the 
City Clerk‘s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto (Phone:  650-
329-2571).

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk‘s Office is 5:30 
p.m., Thursday, November 13, 2008.  If one of the incumbents does 
not reapply, the deadline will be extended to Tuesday, November 
18, 2008.  

PALO ALTO RESIDENCY IS A REQUIREMENT.

    DONNA J. GRIDER 
    City Clerk

Introducing

As the innovative leader on the Peninsula in providing 
compassionate and flexible senior living services, we 
have developed a wonderful new program which 
offers:

 Experienced highly trained staff always right outside 
your door

 The highest level of care and services without a
care giver living in your apartment.You can maintain 
the privacy you cherish

 An ideal situation for couples with different care 
needs.

Elite Care is an all-inclusive program providing specialized  
care to meet each resident’s unique needs including: 
escort service to all appointments, incontinence services 
and products, and all of our wonderful assisted living 
amenities and programs.

Elite Care is being waitlisted now, so call today for your 
personal tour. License #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Cover Story

Walking the line
A look at the values underpinning the college-application industry — and what public counselors say about it all

by Arden Pennell

I t’s impossible to ignore. Every year 
for the past decade, Palo Alto high 
school students have spoken of being 

overworked and overly worried — in the 
service of college applications. 

Alongside the ever-ballooning teen 
anxiety trend is a booming college-appli-
cation industry. Its players help students 
compete for admission by improving 
scores, essays and other parts of the col-
lege application. 

The industry encompasses everything 
from tutoring companies with formulas 
for raising standardized test scores to 
individual teachers and coaches coax-
ing frazzled seniors through immense 
workloads. 

The Weekly teamed up with four high 
school students to investigate the indus-
try this summer and fall. In this second 
installment of a two-part series, the stu-
dent reporters strove to explore two is-

sues: First, is the college-application in-
dustry ethical? When does help become 
cheating? 

Second, what do public high school 
counselors think of the cottage indus-
try of college experts that has bloomed 
around the schools? What do public 
schools offer their students, and how do 
students frame the pros and cons of each 
school’s counseling system? The answers 
— touching on race, class and long-held 
student complaints — are below. ■ 

Arden Pennell, a former Weekly staff 
writer, coached the students throughout 
the process of research and writing these 
articles.

Jessica Lee (right), a program manager of Admissions Academy in Palo Alto, discusses a 
student’s progress report with tutor Meghan McCurdy.

M
arjan Sadoughi

Seung-Yeon Choi

Shawn Abbott, director of admissions for Stanford University, says that while it’s understood some applicants 
receive college-admissions help, it’s often hard to tell which ones those are.

What’s ethical?
Fairness, equity, cheating — 

and applying to college 
by Seung-Yeon Choi

D espite the growing popularity 
of private SAT tutoring and 
college counseling, questions 

remain as to whether they provide 
students with an unfair advantage 
over peers. Some claim tutors, 
coaches and counselors provide an 
inequitable edge in admissions only 
to students who can afford them. 

And for companies that don’t bla-
tantly advertise cheating — a simple 
Internet search reveals plenty offer-
ing to write application essays — 
the line between help and flat-out 
dishonesty is unclear.

That line may never be drawn, at 
least by the state of California. 

Legally, the California Depart-
ment of Education does not have 
jurisdiction over private college-
preparation centers or individual 
counselors, according to David 
Kopperud, an education-programs 
consultant. 

Regulating private facilities is 
controversial, he said. Rather, it is 
up to lawmakers to take up the ral-
lying cry. 

“The legislature could propose 
laws to regulate centers offering 
college counseling and could give 
private services for those who can 
offer it.”

For now, however, that leaves the 
college-application industry free 

from oversight.
Companies interviewed by the 

Weekly said they don’t cross ethical 
bounds. Rather, they help students 
avoid purple prose by coaxing them 
towards engaging topics, they said.

Andover College Prep coaches 
instructors to help students write 
interesting essays, according to Na-
than Allen, president of Andover 
College Preparation Center and for-
mer executive director of Princeton 
Review. 

“Students are given zero credit for 
writing interesting English papers,” 
Allen said. ”It’s a matter of helping 
students find what is interesting and 
giving them good feedback.”

How much help with essays is 
ethical?

“While it is fine for a student to 

solicit input and feedback on his/
her essay from teachers or family, 
we are concerned and find it uneth-
ical when someone other than the 
student writes or edits substantive 
portions of the essay,” Shawn Ab-
bott, Stanford University’s director 
of admissions, said of tutoring as-
sistance. 

In other words, as long as the stu-
dent writes the majority of the es-
say, having multiple editors is fine, 
in Abbott’s view.

A simple Google search reveals 
websites peddling prewritten essays 

to students. Cardinal Education, an 
education consulting firm run by 
Stanford University graduate Allen 
Koh, advertises customized essays 
on its website. 

But the instructors do not write 
essays for anyone, according to Koh, 
class of 2003.

Instead, Cardinal Education’s 
tutors teach students to write ap-
propriate personal statements and 
steer them away from “hackneyed 
topics.” 

Another criticism of test-prepara-
tion companies is that their benefits 

reach only those who can afford 
them, disadvantaging those who 
can’t. 

The companies’ own claims of 
score improvement demonstrate the 
advantage of tutoring. The average 
improvement for students at An-
dover College prep was 340 points, 
according to its online study.

“Thus, our guarantee is 250 
points,” Allen said. 

It’s an even better guarantee than 
other companies, he said.

“You can have your money back 
(continued on page 20)

‘ We are concerned and 
find it unethical when 
someone other than the 
student writes or edits 
substantive portions of 
the [application] essay.’

– Shawn Abbott, Stanford 
University’s director 

of admissions
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Part 1 of this two-part series on the college-
admissions preparation industry can be found at 
Palo Alto Online. Type “Gaining the edge” in the 
search box at the top of the home page.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Cover Story

by Michael Hamada 

P alo Alto High School has a 
dual college-preparation sys-
tem, with both a college and 

career center and a teacher advisory 
system, with specific yet overlap-
ping functions.

The two college advisers at the 
career center help students with spe-
cific needs such as deciding which 
colleges to apply to and how to get 
financial aid.

Advisers help with college prepa-
ration but are primarily a source of 
guidance and support for all Paly 
students. When students have sched-
uling conflicts or issues regarding 
schoolwork, grades or high-school 
life, advisers are meant to be helpful 
adult figures on campus.

While the teacher-advisory sys-
tem — including a weekly group 
meeting with the assigned adviser 
— is a mandatory requirement for 
all students, meeting with a college 
counselor is not. 

There are two sets of teacher 
advisers: one set for freshmen (as-
signed by the school), to help ac-
climate them to high-school life, 
and another set for the remaining 
three high-school grades (for which 
students enter a lottery, listing top 
choices for an adviser).

Advisers are regular teachers in 
various subjects throughout the 
school.

There are 19 full-time advisers 
who help 1,270 sophomores, juniors 
and seniors keep up with district re-
quirements for graduation and help 
decide post-high-school plans.

While the ratio of 19 advisers to 
1,270 students might seem unbal-
anced, students are separated by 
grade and meet with their advisers 
in smaller groups on different occa-
sions. Advisories are also a source 
of information about school events 
and announcements.

Advisers are also responsible for 
writing letters of recommendation 
for colleges, a source of competition 
among students for advisers known 
to write better letters. Students are 
also given special advantages when 
it comes to enrolling in their advis-
er’s regular classes so they can build 
a stronger relationship.

There are a select number of ad-
visers who are in high demand by 
the student population and require 
lotteries to decide which students get 
into the class. Only students who put 
a certain adviser as their top choice 
are placed into the lottery.

This selection system is required 
because the advisory relationship 
each student is placed into dur-
ing their sophomore year becomes 
permanent until graduation and the 
class structure can vary wildly de-
pending on what teacher a student 
receives. About 80 percent of stu-
dents receive their first or second 
adviser choice. ■

Michael Hamada can be emailed 
at Mhamada09@paly.net.

Michael Hamada

Palo Alto 
High 

School’s 
counseling 

system

T eenagers may be flocking to 
private college counselors, 
but such help is unnecessary 

to gain admission to a good school, 
according to Palo Alto’s public 
high school counselors. 

When students are motivated, 
guidance and college counselors 
at high schools can provide all the 
help needed, counselors said. 

“[Gunn] wants students to do 
the process of applications on their 
own. Students seek private counsel-
ors because they don’t have enough 
time or the confidence to do it on 
their own,” Gunn guidance coun-
selor Myesha Compton explained. 

Compton and Linda Kirsch, also 
a Gunn guidance counselor, only 
talk about private college counsel-
ing if a student or parent directly 
asks them about it. 

Palo Alto High School college 
advisers agree.  

“I think people don’t know that 
we could really get them through 
the whole thing without getting a 
private [counselor], but that’s hard 
to know until you’ve been through 
it once. They cost a lot of money 
and it’s not really necessary,” ac-
cording to Paly college adviser Al-
ice Erber. 

To help students with the college 
process and other issues, Gunn and 
Paly have two different counseling 

Myesha Compton counsels students at Gunn High School, a career she chose in college. 

What about 
public-school counseling?

Staff, students weigh in on school counseling — 
and some call private coaching unnecessary 

by Rebecca LeeRebecca Lee

specific colleges than teacher ad-
visers. 

“Having been through both sides, 
what you get with the guidance sys-
tem is that we see the big picture. 
The problem at Paly is that none of 
the people who do teacher advisory 
end up doing the yearly contacts 
with the UCs, Cal States or visit 
the colleges.”  

Yet Erber said that the school’s 
college advisers — not teacher ad-
visers — are just as well-versed in 
higher education as Gunn counter-
parts.

“We go all the time to every-
thing that the Gunn counselors are 
going to. We go to breakfast; we 
talk to them. That is our job. I get 
letters [each] day, and we have col-
lege reps that sit and talk to them,” 
said Erber, a two-year adviser who 
has a certificate in college admis-
sions and career advising from U.C. 
Berkeley.

Paly senior Sasha Targ praised 
the teacher-adviser system for fos-
tering close relationships.

 “I think that a really nice fea-
ture of Paly’s system is that each 
TA [teacher adviser] has a smaller 
group of students than a guidance 
counselor would, so they can get to 
know their advisees better and ex-
plain the whole process,” she said.

However, some students find it 
difficult to talk to teacher advisers 
about applications. 

“I don’t think [the adviser] is too 
helpful in the college preparation 
process,” Paly senior Auster Chen 
said. Yet the adviser — a former 
teacher of Chen — was easy to talk 
to and helpful in choosing classes, 
Chen said. 

Multiple teacher advisers at Paly 
declined to comment for this ar-
ticle.

Students needing more college 
advice can head to Paly’s college 
and career center, Erber said.

“At the same time they are learn-
ing it in advisory, they can come 
here for more hands-on specific 
references,” Erber said. 

Gunn counselors have been 
criticized for not knowing students 
personally enough to make appro-
priate recommendations. A Weekly 
article about two alumni offering 
such criticism in a general-feed-
back session with district officials 

systems. [See sidebars, this page 
and page 20, for details.] 

Students and counselors say each 
system has its pros and cons. While 
knowledgeable, Gunn counselors 
don’t always build close relation-
ships with students, teens said. And 
while providing good mentorship, 
Paly teacher advisers don’t always 
know enough about college appli-
cations, they said.

Gunn’s system is based on guid-
ance counselors responsible for 
all aspects of a student’s men-
tal health and college planning. 
Gunn’s Kirsch and Compton said 
they were responsible for not only 
college planning, but also social, 
family and health problems. 

In addition, they guide students 
in picking school classes, planning 
for post-high 
school and learn-
ing job-interview 
skills. 

“This job is 
complex because 
it isn’t just about 
college counsel-
ing, it isn’t just 
about graduation. 
There’s a whole 
bunch of other is-
sues that are part 
of your life as a 
guidance coun-
selor,” Kirsch 
said. 

Both counsel-
ors have a Pupil 
Services Person-
nel (PPS) cre-
dential and it has 
been Compton’s 
goal since college 
to become a guid-
ance counselor, 
she said. 

Paly’s system is markedly differ-
ent from Gunn’s, with three differ-
ent sources of guidance and men-
torship for teens.

College advisers are tasked with 
going to conferences and forming 
contacts with colleges. They help 
students build a college list through 
suggestion and research. Teacher 
advisers are mentors with whom 
students meet on a regular basis, 
helping with the overall process 
of attending high school. Finally, 
there are guidance counselors un-
related to college, who help with 
picking classes and solving emo-
tion or social problems.

Kirsch, who is also the mother 
of Paly students, said she prefers 
Gunn’s system because its coun-
selors are better-informed about 

Palo Alto High School student Connie Yang (left) gets advice on her college-application 
essay from Judith Chaisiri, a counselor and the director of international outreach at Ad-
missions Academy in Palo Alto.

‘ Students seek private 
counselors because 
they don’t have enough 
time or the confidence 
to do it on their own.’
– Myesha Compton, Gunn High 

School guidance counselor

(continued on page 20)
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 Cover Story

by Rebecca Lee

G unn High School has a six-
counselor guidance staff. 
Each counselor handles 

about 350 students per year, as-
signed by last name. 

Counselors have a mandatory 
meeting with assigned students 
once a year to plan for post-gradu-
ation or the following high-school 
year. If students wish to talk more 
than once, whether to plan for the 
following year or ask general ques-
tions, they must make a separate 
appointment with a counselor. For 
such meetings, the student does 
not have to meet with the assigned 
counselor but may see any coun-
selor. 

As for college, the counselors 
are responsible for writing recom-
mendation letters for each of their 
students. They are also responsible 
for helping students who are ill, are 
failing classes, have mental-health 
problems or are having difficulty 
adjusting socially. ■

Rebecca Lee

Gunn 
High 

School’s 
counseling 

System

Allen Koh (left), executive director of Cardinal Education, advises Woodside students on advanced time-management 
strategies in an afterschool session.

if you don’t improve for companies like 
Princeton Review and Kaplan. That may 
sound good, but this essentially means 
that they guarantee only a one-point 
guarantee.”

Akshay Udiavar, a former student and 
later tutor with Fremont-based Excel 
Test Prep, agreed that private tutoring 
raises scores. 

“[Personal tutoring] made it a lot 
easier to change what I was doing and 
improve my score,” he said. “I would 
recommend everyone who is planning 
on taking the SAT to take a course.”

Not everyone, however, can afford 
such courses.

About 52 hours of SAT classes at An-
dover College Prep costs $1,149-$1,195. 
Princeton Review charges $999 for 46 
hours. 

Cardinal Education charges students 
depending on their top choices. Apply-
ing to “basic schools” such as Califor-
nia State Universities requires fewer 
meetings and less tuition than applying 
to prestigious Ivy League universities, 
Koh said.

“We meet once a week with students 
until their deadline for applications for 
UCs. ... It becomes exponentially com-
plex once the student applies to more 
difficult schools.”

As to whether wealthier applicants get 
an unfair leg up from coaching, Allen 
argued it’s a way for them to success-
fully compete with minorities and re-
cruited athletes. 

“If you’re not black, Hispanic or a re-
cruit, you’re already at a disadvantage,” 
Allen said. “It’s equally unfair that the 
minority gets an advantage. You can 
give me a reasonably smart black kid 
and the smartest Asian kid, and I can 
tell you that the black kid is going to 
have a far easier time getting into col-
lege than the Asian one.”

That argument doesn’t convince ev-
eryone.

Palo Alto High School senior Sylvia 
Price, who is white, chose not to take 
SAT preparation classes partially be-
cause she objects to the disparities that 

they create in the admissions process, 
despite potential counterbalancing fac-
tors such as affirmative action and ath-
letic recruitment. 

“I think affirmative action mostly 
helps middle- and upper-class minori-
ties who have similar advantages to 
the rich people,” Price said. “I think 
the rich have the advantages in every 
aspect.”

However, Koh’s company provides 
free services for underprivileged and 
“particularly talented” students, he 
said. 

“I don’t feel like how much your par-
ents make should influence what college 
you go to,” Koh said. 

He added that Cardinal Education tu-
tors the Menlo Atherton High School 
football team and last year kept play-
ers’ grades high enough to remain on 
the team. 

He cited the huge amounts of time he 
poured into the program. “I never had a 
Sunday dinner with friends or acquain-
tances for about eight months,” he said. 
“[The athletes] needed to know I was 
going to be there for them.”

Udiavar, the former tutor, acknowl-
edged the inequalities in the system. He 
said he hoped college admissions offi-
cers recognize that students’ test scores 
fluctuate depending on social class.

“I know a lot of test-prep centers 
charge tons of money for their ser-
vices,” Udiavar said. “While this may 
sometimes be unfair, colleges definitely 
look at financial situations when judg-
ing scores. It’s not a blind formula, so I 
guess it evens out in the end.”

Although Stanford University con-
siders students’ socioeconomic status 
the school’s need-blind policy means it 
cannot admit students based on finan-
cial situations, according to Stanford’s 
Abbott.

And admissions officers can’t tell 
which students have used these services, 
he said. 

“We know test preparation and pri-
vate consulting occur, and this assump-
tion is factored into our overall evalua-
tion,” Abbott said. “However, it is quite 
difficult to know exactly who has taken 
advantage of these services.”

On the other hand, holistically view-
ing applications can help validate stu-
dents’ writing capabilities.

“A student may receive assistance 
with the personal statement, but we 
will also be evaluating writing scores 
on the SAT and ACT, grades received 
in English and humanities classes,” Ab-
bott said. 

“Strong writing ability needs to be 
reflected in multiple areas of the ap-
plication in order for the writing to be 
considered compelling.”

The decried unfairness has led some 
schools seriously to consider rethinking 
admissions, including the University of 
California. 

Former UC President Richard C. At-
kinson proposed in 2001 eliminating the 
SAT as an admissions requirement be-
cause, he said, it favored higher-income 
families. The proposal was not adopted 
and the SAT Reasoning Test is still re-
quired, although the suggestion to drop 
it has been made again since.

Despite concerns of equity and eth-
ics, the college-application industry is 
likely to continue to be popular, driven 
by competition for a seat at top colleges, 
Paly senior Price predicted.

“Sometimes people have to use prep 
to make themselves able to create the 
best possible future for themselves,” she 
said. 

“Applicants are scared that they won’t 
get into a good college, so they spend 
the money to try to become as perfect as 
possible to get into a good school.”

Koh agreed that some companies prey 
on the fears of parents and students. 
“There’s a disgusting amount of fear-
mongering in my industry.” ■

Seung-Yeon Choi is a Palo Alto High 
School senior and a reporter and editor 
for the Paly Voice website. She can be 
e-mailed at Sychoi2002@yahoo.com.

‘ There’s a disgusting 
amount of fear-mongering 
in my industry.’

– Allen Koh, executive director 
of Cardinal Education
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Ethics
(continued from page 18)

in January sparked dozens of com-
ments, some angry at the Gunn system 
and others lambasting the article. 

Gunn counselors said they strive, for 
the most part, to establish close ties.

“It all depends on the person, but I 
think it’s a priority for a lot of coun-
selors to build relationships with their 
students,” Compton said. 

While it’s impossible to get to know 
every single student, Kirsch said it 
also depends on the student. 

“I’m not going to know every single 
student I have, and let’s be real,” she 
said. “But you know what, I don’t think 
every student wants to be known.” 

It is part of the students’ job to come 
to the counselors for help on their own 
initiative outside of one required an-
nual meeting. To encourage students 
to make those appointments, some 
counselors leave sign-up sheets on 
their door so students can write the 
dates and times when they wish to 
have a meeting.  

Gunn students said they get along 
with helpful counselors but wish there 
were more. 

“I like my counselor; she’s always 
willing to help and everything. But 
maybe there should be more so that 
they have more time,” senior Noa 
Dreymann said. 

At Paly, students are not required 
to meet with college advisers but are 
encouraged to do so by advisers and 
the principal, Erber said. “They can 
come as many times as they want,” 

she said. 
When college advis-

ers note students are not 
signing up, they check in 
to make sure the students 
come in, she said.

Public-school coun-
selors can provide just 
as much information as 
private counselors, ac-
cording to Kirsch. She 
makes it a point to travel 
and visit the schools stu-
dents consider. 

“I know how to explain 
to you what it will be like 
if you’re in Providence, 
Rhode Island,” she said. 
Sharing information 
from an actual city and 
campus is more valuable 
than regurgitating infor-
mation from books, she 
added.

And there’s a risk to 
seeking private counsel-
ors, Kirsch said. 

They don’t know the 
relationships individual 
schools have with col-
leges. 

“We know what col-
leges take from our duck 
pond,” Kirsch empha-
sized. “When you go 
outside, these [private 
counselors] are dealing 
with kids from Menlo, 

Castilleja, Los Altos and Sunnyvale.” 
Although she doesn’t recommend 

private counseling, Erber said she un-
derstands why students do it. 

“It’s a cultural thing in Palo Alto, 
and I don’t think it’s just Palo Alto. I 
think it’s our society in America to-
day.” ■

Rebecca Lee is a Gunn High 
School senior and can be e-mailed 
at Bekki14@pacbell.net. Seung-Yeon 
Choi contributed to this article.

Linda Kirsch, a college counselor at Gunn High, 
says public-school staff members provide as much 
information as private counselors.

Counselors
(continued from page 19)

‘ I know how to explain to 
you what it will be like 
if you’re in Providence, 
Rhode Island.’

– Linda Kirsch, Gunn High 
School guidance counselor
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St. Simon
All Are Welcome

Parish School

For information:
      Call 650.968.9952 x43 or Email admissions@stsimon.org

www.stsimon.com

Strong Catholic Values
K-8 with All-Day Kindergarten
Excellent Academic Program

Extensive Extracurricular Offerings
Extended Care from 7am to 6pm

P

Strong

Extended Car

1840 Grant Road
Los Altos
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OPEN
November 13th

HOUSE
Visit Grades K-8
8:30am - noon

Kindergarten
Presentation

11:30 - 12:15

S H E  G R A D U AT E D  F R O M  U.C.  B E R K E L E Y  W I T H  A S H E  G R A D U AT E D  F R O M  U.C.  B E R K E L E Y  W I T H  A 
B .S .  D E G R E E  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  A N D B.S .  D E G R E E  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  A N D 
C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  ( F U L L  S C H O L A R S H I P )  A N D C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  ( F U L L  S C H O L A R S H I P )  A N D 
A N  M .S.  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  F R O M A N  M .S.  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  F R O M 
S A N  J O S E  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y.S A N  J O S E  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y.

She was an Entrepreneur and once owned a Vegetarian restaurant in Berkeley. She was an Entrepreneur and once owned a Vegetarian restaurant in Berkeley. 

As an educator, she hopes to be a role model to inspire and encourage girls to As an educator, she hopes to be a role model to inspire and encourage girls to 
pursue technical fi elds of education and employment.pursue technical fi elds of education and employment.

She believes in the Benedictine value of Individuality and hopes to help She believes in the Benedictine value of Individuality and hopes to help 
students to discover their innate talents.students to discover their innate talents.

Her favorite quote is: “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day. Teach a Her favorite quote is: “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day. Teach a 
man to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime” - Chinese Proverbman to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime” - Chinese Proverb

CHRIST INE HEMIUP

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 

Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, 2008 at 7 p.m.Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, 2008 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 6th, 2008 at 10 a.m.Saturday, Dec. 6th, 2008 at 10 a.m.

For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Of ficeAdmissions Of fice
302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223650/851-8223  ■  www.PrioryCa.orgwww.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

Expect
more
of us.

Young members of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Peninsula can look up to
positive teens like Francisco Espinoza.
But he was once a boy of the streets,
until he discovered that his dreams to
belong somewhere and build a life were
possible at the club. Now he’s giving
back. As a staff mentor, after classes at
Foothill College, he helps club kids beat
the Opportunity Gap that defeats so
many in low-income neighborhoods.
Thanks to Francisco and fellow staff and
volunteers, kids relish after-school hours...
valuable hours to set expectations of a
rich high school experience, a college
degree and a productive career.

Visit! Donate! Volunteer!

Help us close the gap.
Call 650-646-6128 or visit:

www.bgcp.org.

This message made possible by Carney Global Ventures
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 7:30 PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 7:30 PM

562 N. BRITTON AVENUE, SUNNYVALE, CA 94085-3841
P: 408.481.9900   •   WWW.TKA.ORG   •   F: 408.481.9932

ACSI AND WASC ACCREDITATION

OpenHouse
100% OF 2008 TKA GRADUATES 

ENROLLED IN COLLEGE
For information on spiritual life, athletics, 
performing arts, Honors/AP classes, test 
scores, and college acceptances, please 

access our School Profile at www.tka.org

THE KING’S ACADEMY
A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
Junior and Senior High School • Grades 6-12

FAITH • KNOWLEDGE • INTEGRITY •  PASSION

Go to  va l leywater.org

Once it’s on    it’s gone.

California is in a drought. Unless we all pitch in and conserve, 
mandatory restrictions may be the next step. 

Valley Water is calling for an 
immediate 10% voluntary cutback. 

Reducing water use is easy. For water-saving tips, a free Water-Wise 
House Call, and rebates on high-efficiency toilets, washers and irrigation 

hardware, go to valleywater.org or call 408.265.2607, ext. 2554. 

Start saving now. Because once it’s on, it’s gone.
valleywater.org

Easy ways to save 10%
Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators; save 16 gallons a day. 

Turn the faucet off while you brush your teeth; save 2 gallons per minute. 

Fix leaky faucets; save 15-20 gallons per day per leak. 

Water before 6 a.m.; save 20-25 gallons per day. 

Get a new water-saving washer or toilet and get a money-saving rebate. 

Save water and money with 
a free Water-Wise House Call

We’ll come to your home and assess your water use, check for leaks,
optimize your irrigation schedule, and even install water-efficient 

shower heads. Schedule yours,
Monday through Saturday, 

at valleywater.org.

642 Ramona Street, Palo Alto (650) 329-9533
www.coconutspaloalto.com

Using only the fi nest and freshest 
ingredients, Chef Robert will present 

Caribbean Cuisines with Distinction & Flair.

Bring in this ad and take 
15% OFF one meal.

Offer expires 11/15/08. Can not be combined with other offers.

…and we’ll do the dishes!!

Thursday, November 27, 2008  
11 am to 8 pm 

Holiday Buffet
$45.00      

Children under 10   $17.50

SPEND 
THANKSGIVING AT

27 University Avenue ■ Palo Alto ■ (650) 321-9990
www.macarthurparkpaloalto.com

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Report a sports score and more.
Ask for advice.
Rate a movie.

Review a restaurant.
Be a citizen journalist.

PaloAltoOnline.com
    More than 300,000 visitors monthly

TownSquare.
Palo Alto’s Online Gathering Place

Share a part

of your life –

Give blood

Stanford Medical School
Blood Center

1-888-723-7831

http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

F ive years ago, Kat Parra was 
invited to audition for Cirque 
du Soleil — not the “contor-

tion thing,” she jokes, but as a Lat-
in-jazz singer. Not long before that, 
she had ended a gig with Bay Area 
salsa band Charanga 9 and thought 
she was “pretty much” finished 
singing.

In anticipation, Parra began diet-
ing and exercising, and getting her 
voice into shape, expecting the au-
dition to take place shortly. 

“But nothing happened,” she 
said. “So I went on with my life and 
started teaching music to children 
in elementary school,” in addition 
to working at Cisco Systems as a 
graphics designer.

Two years later, with just a month 
to prepare, she finally got the call to 
try out in Los Angeles. She didn’t 
get the gig, but the experience 
changed her life. She met singers 
who earned a living at their craft 
— without day jobs.

“That really opened my eyes to 
the possibility of having a career 
as a vocalist,” said Parra, who had 
worked for years in “corporate 
America” and was a single mother 
of two sons. “I had to feed my chil-
dren. Music was my moonlighting 
job.”

Reflecting on that fateful audi-
tion, Parra said: “I got my voice 
back. ... I will always be grateful 
to Cirque du Soleil for bringing me 

back to music.”
At 46, Parra has achieved her 

dream of becoming a full-time mu-
sician. She’s released two CDs, quit 
her day job and taken her eclectic 
mix of Latin-jazz-world music from 
the Bay Area to Brazil to Mexico.

Most recently, with a grant from 
the Zellerbach Family Foundation, 
Parra is exploring a tradition of her 
own: Ladino music, the songs of 
Jews who left Spain after the In-
quisition. She and other musicians 
from her project The Sephardic 
Music Experience will perform on 
Thursday, Nov. 13, at Palo Alto’s 
Cubberley Community Theatre. 

The concert is part of the Silicon 
Valley Jewish Film Festival; the 
performance will follow a screen-
ing of the documentary “Ladino: 
500 Years Young.” The film cen-
ters on Israeli singer Yasmin Levy, 
who tours and performs songs in 
Ladino.

With her sons pursuing their own 
artistic dreams, Parra had the time 
to focus full attention on her own. 
Patrick Parra, 26, is a singer-song-
writer and hip-hop artist who per-
formed in the opening song of her 
first CD, “Birds in Flight.” Danilo, 
nearly 24, is a pianist and cinema-
tographer, who also composes. Kat 
Parra recently rented out her house 
in San Jose, a city in which she 
spent most of her life, and moved to 

is tosong
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‘To sing a
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Latin-jazz 
singer 

explores 
her own 

traditions in 
Sephardic 

songs

(continued on page 25)
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by Janet Silver Ghent 

Vocalist Kat Parra warms up at the Little Fox Theatre in Redwood City with drummer Melecio Magdaluyo, left, and bass player Sam Bevan, right.
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Arts & Entertainment

F or centuries, people have 
found that elusive pot of gold, 
the quiet mind, while walking 

through labyrinths.
There’s something about follow-

ing an ancient pattern that casts off 
distractions and deepens the breath. 
The world narrows to the one step 
ahead.

Artist Mariana Barnes finds that 
feeling in aboriginal art in Austra-
lia, ocean waves, Roman mosaics. 
In San Francisco, she photographs 
spiral designs in iron gates. When 
she paints in patterns, it feels like 
meditation.

Barnes, a physicist fond of frac-
tals, works at Space Systems/Loral 
in Palo Alto three days a week. The 
other days are devoted to her art in 
two distinctive styles: mosaic-like 
works and quilt-like works, chiefly 
acrylic on canvas. The paintings 
are rich with color and motion, the 
mosaic-like works shimmering 
with metallic paint that changes at 
different angles.

A yoga studio, where you leave 
your shoes and the world outside, 
makes a fitting venue for an exhibi-
tion of Barnes’ paintings. Several of 
the mosaic patterns are currently up 
at the Avalon Art & Yoga Center on 
California Avenue in Palo Alto, in 
a front room, inside the yoga studio 
and in a back hall.

When the studio has a break 
between classes, Barnes visits her 
paintings, standing in socks on the 
hardwood floor. Most of the time, 
she says, creating the detailed pat-
terns is an intuitive process, not 
shaped by a plan or training; she’s 
had only a few art classes and likes 
it that way. For some reason, she of-
ten starts with blue.

“I start a line and make a rect-
angle, and move around,” she says. 
The rectangles create paths like 

brick roads that she follows to see 
where they go; curves and swirls 
and angles evolve. “I am free,” she 
says. “I don’t like rules in my art.”

Some of the paintings on exhibit 
have themes of air, fire, earth and 
water. “Wind” and “Whirlpool” 
are dominated by cool blues; on 
the other side of a wall, “Blaze” 
is all golden-oranges and reds. In 
the hall, the smaller wood-framed 
works “Hawaiian Sunset,” “Ocean 
Sunset” and “The Tempest Line” 
have subtle earth tones.

Barnes began painting in this 
style about five years ago, after a 
visit to her sister in Australia when 

she was introduced to the repeating 
lines and patterns of aboriginal art. 
She also became taken with Egyp-
tian and Minoan art, and the color 
and light of Impressionist painters. 
Barnes had always painted and 
drawn, but these new explorations 
were about trying “to find some-
thing that’s distinct and my own.”

A native of Argentina and a mar-
ried mother of two, Barnes worked 
full-time in science for a while. As 
her interest in painting grew, she 
took a break from science, then 
missed it and finally decided about 
two years ago to work part-time at 
Space Systems/Loral and part-time 

Timeless 
patterns

Painter finds her path 
in mosaics, waves and 

ancient designs
by Rebecca Wallace

Mariana Barnes, shown in the Avalon yoga studio, divides her time be-
tween science and art.

M
arjan Sadoughi

Tickets:

Gen Admission $18 

Seniors (60+)    $15  
   
Youth                $ 5 

This ad sponsored  by  
Ginny Kavanaugh  

and Joe Kavanaugh of 
Coldwell Banker Portola 

Valley. Visit them at 
www.TheKavanaughs.com 

When an ordinary bottle of wine  
is touted as a magical love potion, the results  

are hilarious and heart-warming… 

November -
California Theatre

Subscribe now and save!

..
www.operasj.org 

“Gaia,” left, and “Whirlpool,” right, are among the mosaic-like works, done in iridescent acrylic paint, being 
exhibited at Avalon Art & Yoga Center.
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Oakland to be nearer to the venues 
where she performs.

Growing up in a musical family, 
Parra knew her life would be in mu-
sic. Her father, the late Lawrence 
Okun, was an accomplished musi-
cian as well as an obstetrician-gyne-
cologist. Her mother, Barbara Rose, 
a marriage and family therapist, en-
couraged the children’s gifts. 

Parra, the second of three chil-
dren, began singing at 5. At 6, she 
disrupted her older sister’s choral 
solo at San Jose’s Temple Emanu-
El, not only singing along but sing-
ing louder.

“I’ve always just loved to sing,” 
she said. “If I found a melody I 
could attach to, I wanted to sing it 
out.”

In high school, she formed a gui-
tar folk duo, and played piano, gui-
tar and flute. But during a yearlong 
stay in Chile at age 15, through the 
Youth for Understanding program, 
she was matched up with a musical 
family and began to explore the mu-
sic of the region, including the folk 
traditions of the Andes as well as 
Latin jazz. Soon she was singing at 
festivals and competing for prizes.

She also met the man she would 
marry and became engaged at 16, 
marrying two years later. But after 
a year studying classical flute at the 
University of California at Los An-
geles and taking voice lessons, she 
was “pretty miserable” at UCLA 
and hated Southern California, so 
she and her husband moved back 
to San Jose. Patrick was born when 
she was 20, Danilo two-and-a-half 
years later.

The marriage ended after five 
years, and Parra enrolled at San 
Jose State University as a voice 
major, deciding to focus on jazz. 
Her mentor, Patti Cathcart of the 
music duo Tuck & Patti, encour-
aged her to find her own voice and 
stop emulating other artists such as 
Joni Mitchell. Parra, who says “in 
my younger days I was considered a 
coloratura soprano,” learned to sing 
longer, straight tones, without vi-
brato. And while she uses her entire 
vocal range, she favors the mellower 
tones of her lower register, soaring 
to high notes for improvisation and 
embellishment.

Her CDs, which also include 
“Azucar de Amor (Love Sugar),” 
feature songs with mambo, salsa and 
samba beats, among others, sung in 
Spanish, English and Ladino. With 
arrangements by musical director 
Murray Low and hybrid rhythms 
from Afro-Peruvian to Middle East-
ern, she moves old standards into 
uncharted territory.

At a performance last weekend at 
Redwood City’s Little Fox Theatre, 
Parra gave Duke Ellington’s classic 
“Caravan” a new spin, opening with 
exotic Middle Eastern chanting and 
then segueing into Spanish lyrics 
and scat singing.

Arrangements of Ladino songs 
she and The Sephardic Music Ex-
perience perform also incorporate 
a variety of traditions. “Seta Mon-
tana D’Enfrente (This Mountain in 
Front),” a mystic love ballad, opens 
with acoustic bass and mournful 
Middle Eastern tones, giving way 
to a Latin jazz tempo. “Kuando 
el Rey Nimrod (When the King 

Nimrod),” perhaps the best-known 
Ladino song, about the birth of the 
baby Abraham, features strong per-
cussion, lending an up-tempo world 
music texture to the traditional bal-
lad. “Por La Tu Puerta (I Passed by 
Your Door)” mixes modern jazz 
with Mediterranean and Brazilian 
strains. 

Also in the works is an album of 
Sephardic music. “All the Sephardic 
songs I’ve chosen embrace the basic 
theme of love,” Parra said. “Unre-
quited love, loss of love, a longing 
for the one true love, love of coun-
try, love of the alcohol raki.”

Parra, who describes herself as 
a secular Jew who feels “very tied 
to my Jewishness,” comes from a 
background that’s 75 percent Ash-
kenazi (Eastern European) and 25 
percent Sephardic.

She began researching the Sep-
hardic tradition and bought a couple 
of CDs while visiting Spain. “I real-
ized it was something I could sing 
in,” Parra said. “I could understand 
the language and was drawn to the 
music.”  

She also learned that Muslims and 
Jews who came out of Spain had a 
shared language and traditions. “I 
wanted in my own little way to rec-
reate that and bring people of all 
walks of life together to perform 
the music.”

Parra found it easy to make the 
leap to Ladino. The Romance lan-
guage is similar to Spanish, in 
which she is fluent, but with some 
of the softer sounds of Portuguese, 
as well as words from Hebrew and 
Arabic.

“I need to be able to sing in a lan-
guage (in which) I know what I’m 
singing, and I need to be able to sing 
authentically,” Parra said. 

“If I can’t sing in a language that is 
part of me, I tend to stay away from 
it. I’m kind of a snob in that way. If 
I hear people sing in a language, and 
they haven’t spent the time to learn 
the proper pronunciation, it drives 
me crazy.

“To sing a song,” she added, “is 
to tell a story and to bring the world 
into that story. If I can’t sing with 
conviction, it’s not worth singing 
that song.” 

as an artist. It’s a balance she seems 
pleased with.

“I do my art because it makes 
me happy,” she says. “I want other 
people to feel the same when they 
see it.”

While the soft-spoken Barnes 
says that promoting her art doesn’t 
come naturally to her, she knows 
the business of art — creating port-
folios, marketing her paintings to 
galleries — is necessary to get the 
work out there. One thing that re-
ally helped her was taking a class 
at the Pacific Art League in Palo 
Alto last year on the business of art, 
she said.

Since then, Barnes’ art career has 
continued to grow, including solo 
shows at the Pacific Art League, in 
San Jose and at Stanford University. 
She’s represented by the KALEID 
Gallery in San Jose, and she’s also 
been featured on the Talk Art tele-
vision show by artist Susan Kraft, 
who owned the former ART21 Gal-
lery in Palo Alto. The program was 
shown on local public-access TV in 
Palo Alto and Mountain View, and 
in New York.

This fall, Barnes also has a solo 
show at the Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation in Mountain 
View. She’s exhibiting her quilt-
like works, big bold patterns with 
splashy color. Each section of the 
main pattern has a smaller design 
inside: tiny cross-hatching, trian-
gles inside triangles, jellyfish and 
bubbles and loop-de-loops.

Looking closely at these paint-
ings is like getting a peek under a 
microscope. That’s apropos, be-
cause this artist and scientist says 
she couldn’t have one discipline 
without the other.

“Being an artist makes me a 
better scientist and vice versa,” 
she wrote in an artist’s statement. 
“Each pursuit feeds the other — art 
keeps me sane; science keeps me 
grounded.” 

What: Vocalist Kat Parra and 
other musicians from The Sep-
hardic Music Experience proj-
ect perform at the Silicon Valley 
Jewish Film Festival. The con-
cert follows the showing of the 
documentary film “Ladino: 500 
Years Young,” about the songs 
of the Sephardic Jews.
Where: Cubberley Commu-
nity Theatre, 4000 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto 
When: The 52-minute film be-
gins at 7 p.m.; the concert will 
follow.
Cost: Tickets are $10.50 gener-
al, $9 for seniors and students.
Info: For more information 
about the film festival, go to 
svjff.org or call 408-833-9226.
Kat Parra’s website is www.
katparra.com. She will also 
perform a two-hour program 
of Sephardic music on Sun-
day, Dec. 21, at 7:30 p.m. at 
La Peña Cultural Center, 3105 
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. Go to 
www.lapena.org or call 510-
849-2568.

What: “Mosaic Movement,” an 
exhibit of paintings by Mariana 
Barnes
Where: Avalon Art & Yoga Cen-
ter, 370 California Ave., Palo 
Alto
When: Through Jan. 10. The 
center is open every day, but 
paintings in the studio may not 
be seen during yoga classes; a 
schedule is at www.avalon 
yoga.com.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to www.fineartbymari-
ana.com. Barnes is also show-
ing paintings through the end of 
November at the Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, 2440 
W. El Camino Real, Suite 300, 
Mountain View. An escort may 
be required in the office build-
ing; call 650-450-5400.

Kat Parra
(continued from page 23)

Gideon Hausner
Jewish Day School

Inspiring Minds... Creating Community

Open Houses 
Kindergarten 

Thursday, November 13, 2008 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Middle School 
Sunday, November 16, 2008 

1:00-3:30
For more information and to RSVP, please contact:

Aileen Mitchner, 
Director of Admission 

650.494.8200 ext. 104 
admissions@hausner.com

www.Hausner.com 
450 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto CA 94306 

Confidential Scholarships Available 
CAIS Accredited • a Beneficiary of the JCF

Affordable Paralegal Services 

FOR TODAY’S ECONOMY

We The People®

We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 

provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.
Santa Clara LDA #72, exp. 7/09.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

230 S. California Ave., #103
Palo Alto, CA 94306Kyle & Koko

Barnes’ mosaic-like 
paintings shimmer 
with metallic paint 
that changes at 
different angles.
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Art
‘Dürer to Picasso’
 The Cantor Arts Center pos-
sesses far more art than can ever 
be shown at one time. An exhibit 
opening next week will be the first 
in a yearlong slew of shows giving 
deep looks into the Stanford Uni-
versity museum’s collection.
“Dürer to Picasso,” which opens 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, encom-
passes 100 works spanning the 

years from the Renaissance to 
World War II. Museum officials say 
the show “represents the top tier 
of art acquired through gift, pur-
chase and bequest since the mu-
seum’s reopening in 1999, after a 
closure forced by the 1989 Loma 
Prieta earthquake.”
 Included in the collection of 
European and American artists 
are paintings such as Picasso’s 
“Courtesan with Hat” and Asher 
B. Durand’s “Summer Land-
scape.” Sculptures include Hans 

Arp’s white marble “Silent” and 
Jean-Jacques Feuchere’s bronze 
“Amazon Breaking A Savage 
Horse.” Edvard Munch, Wassily 
Kandinsky and Kurt Seligman are 
also among the artists represent-
ed.
 The exhibit runs through Feb. 
15; go to museum.stanford.edu.

Theater
Opening nights
 A struggling couple and a 
bunch of quirky small-towners 
come to life on stage this week-
end as two of Palo Alto’s theater 
companies raise the curtain on 
new plays.

In downtown Palo 
Alto, Dragon Produc-
tions gives a West 
Coast premiere to 
Sharr White’s “Six 
Years.” The script 
explores a side of the 
Greatest Generation 
that is less talked 
about: the emotional 
wounds suffered by 
soldiers. In it, a veter-
an and his wife strive 
to make their way in 
the decades after the 
war, into the time of 
the Vietnam War.
 Directed by Kim-
berly Mohne Hill, the 
play opens Friday, 
Nov. 7, and runs 
through Nov. 30, 
Thursday through 
Sunday, at 535 Alma 
St. Tickets are $13-
$25. Go to www.
dragonproductions.
net or call 650-493-
2006.
 Meanwhile, Palo 
Alto Players is pre-
senting the veteran 
“Greater Tuna,” a play 
by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears and 
Ed Howard that was originally a 
party skit. Two actors, Bill Olson 
(who is also the director) and 
Derek McCaw, portray a crowd of 
characters in a small Texas town, 
including a politician, the town 
drunk, and Yippy the dog.
 Following a paid preview on 
Nov. 7, the play runs through Nov. 
23, Thursday through Sunday, at 
the Lucie Stern Theatre at 1305 
Middlefield Road in Palo Alto. 
Tickets are $20-$31; go to www.
paplayers.org or call 650-329-
0891.

Dance
‘The Scales of 
Memory’
 Dancers leap the 
chasms between peo-
ple in “The Scales of 
Memory,” a new dance 
work being presented 
by the all-female 
Brooklyn group Urban 
Bush Women and the 
all-male Compagnie 
Jant-Bi of Senegal. 
Fourteen dancers 
from both groups will 
mix their visions to 
look into the connec-
tions between African 
Americans and West 
Africans. In addition, 
differences between the genders 
and between Muslim and Chris-
tian world views will be explored, 
as well as the similarities.
The Urban Bush Women will give 
a free, informal performance on 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the Community School of Mu-
sic and Arts at 230 San Antonio 
Circle in Mountain View.
 Then comes a full performance 
of “The Scales of Memory” at 8 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in 
Stanford’s Memorial Auditorium, 
presented by Stanford Lively Arts. 
Ticket prices range from $25 to 
$60 for adults and $12.50 to $30 
for Stanford students, with other 
discounts available for youth, 

groups and other students.
Go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or 
call 650-725-ARTS.

Photos
‘Polish Heroes’
 A photography exhibit that has 
been traveling around Poland and 
the United States has come to 
Stanford University. 
“Polish Heroes: Those Who Res-
cued Jews” is a show of photos 
by British photographer Chris 
Schwarz, as well as oral-history 
excerpts. It’s in Koret Pavilion at 
the Ziff Center, behind 565 May-
field Ave. on campus, up through 
Dec. 5.
 As part of the exhibit, the film 

“In the Name 
of Their Moth-
ers: The Story 
of Irena Sen-
dler” will be 
shown in the 
center at 5 
p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 12. 
The movie is 
about a Pol-
ish Catholic 
social worker 
who organized 
the rescue of 

thousands of 
Jewish children 
from the War-
saw Ghetto. A 

conversation with filmmaker Mary 
Skinner follows.
For more information, go to hillel.
stanford.edu.

SLEEPLESS IN SILICON VALLEY
Dr. Rafael Pelayo, pediatric sleep specialist, will provide tips on how to improve your 
child’s sleep and sleep patterns, decrease school stress in young children, and encourage 
sweet dreams.

 - Thursday, December 4

HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP
Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on 
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with 
their moms and boys attend with their dads. 
 - For Boys: Mondays, December 1 & 15 
 - For Girls: Fridays, December 12 & 19

NEWBORN CARE 101
Often touted as our “most fun” class, this interactive program teaches the specifics 
of  newborn care, including bathing, temperature-taking, changing diapers, swaddling, 
soothing techniques and more. Infant doll models are used to allow for hands-on practice.

 - Saturday, December 20

NEW FAMILY PROGRAM 
This program features a selection of  support groups designed to help families throughout 
the first nine months after birth, offering something for everyone. Enrollment includes 
participation in Mother & Baby Mornings, Dads’ Nights, Working Mothers’ Groups, and 
Couples Coffee. 

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

Worth a Look

Dancers from the Urban Bush Women will per-
form next week in Mountain View and at Stan-
ford University.

Now submit your
calendar listings online!

Simply log on to  
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/ 
calendar and fill out our online form. 
If you have a question, please call the 
calendar editor,  
Karla Kane at (650) 326-8210 ext 236. Do 
not leave listing information on voicemail.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
If it’s useful and local, it’s on Palo Alto Online!

Maria Mikos is one of the 
people photographed for 
an exhibit about Poles who 
saved Jews from the Nazis.

Chris Schw
arz
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 

(Century 16, Century 20) If you like your ani-
mated animals cute, you’ll find Alex the Lion 
Cub absolutely adorable. He twirls and moves 
with joyous abandon, training his big blue eyes 
on a butterfly flitting about him on the African 
plains. He could care less about his alpha-lion 
father’s fighting lessons.

In a few economical minutes, co-directors 
Eric Darnell and Tom McGrath and their team 
at DreamWorks Animation establish a memo-
rable character, loving father-son relationship 
and hints of things to come in the sequel to their 
2005 hit. But as soon as Alex gets cub-napped 

from the game preserve and deposited at New 
York’s Central Park Zoo, the promising open-
ing switches gear. The narrative likes “to move 
it, move it” at a frenetic pace. 

Little Alex becomes the show-off King of 
New York City. Blink. Alex (voiced by Ben 
Stiller) and friends Marty the Zebra (Chris 
Rock), Melman the Giraffe (David Schwim-
mer) and Gloria the Hippo (Jada Pinkett Smith) 
escape from the zoo, gain transport on a ship-
ping freighter and end up washed ashore in 
Madagascar. Blink. And now the four friends 
intend to catch a flight home on a wreck of a 
plane, piloted by those pesky penguins. Blink 
again. The CG-movie has hardly begun.

Like the plane, this set-up may not fly for 
small children with fears of flying. After a har-
rowing flight and crash-landing in Africa, the 
story scatters into pieces — none of them par-
ticularly interesting or amusing. Alex, the prod-
igal son, has returned to the pride and must earn 
his mane. His loving father, Zuba (the late Ber-
nie Mac), has an ongoing rivalry with Makunga 
(Alec Baldwin), who hopes to get Alex ban-
ished from the lion kingdom. Friendships are 
slightly tested, as the four zoo characters run 
with their own herds.

There’s less fun than the barrels of monkeys 

working to repair the plane — and more idle 
dialogue than monkey chatter. King Julien (Sa-
cha Baron Cohen) and his sidekick (Cedric the 
Entertainer) add to the movie’s choppy quality, 
offering comic bits for the sake of comic bits. 

Knockout, fist-fighting violence with a little 
old lady from Yonkers sends a bad message. 
Faces get punched. Teeth fly. The feisty Nana 
(voiced by Elisa Gabrielli) wears a “Jambo” T-
shirt and teaches her fellow New Yorkers — 
stranded when the penguins steal their safari 
tour jeep to salvage parts for the plane — how 
to survive in the wild. Although the plot turns 
are essential to the climax, the maim-and-pain 
of the running gags is not. 

Adults will experience deja vu with the se-
quel, although appreciating the animation and 
music-and-dance numbers. And kids will be 
kids. What don’t they like? 

Rated: PG for some mild crude humor. 1 
hour 29 minutes. 

 — Susan Tavernetti

OPENINGS

To view the trailer for “Madagascar: Escape 2  
Africa,” go to Palo Alto Online at www.PaloAlto 
Online.com

A wild cast of characters is in “Madagascar: 
Escape 2 Africa.”

NOW PLAYING

Body of Lies 
 (Century 16, Century 20) Entrenched CIA 
operative Roger Ferris (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
travels from Iraq to Jordan to hunt down 
violent fundamentalist Al-Saleem (Alon 
Abutbul), who is eager to punish infidels 
in the name of Allah. Ferris’ superior in 
the U.S. is pompous Ed Hoffman (Russell 
Crowe). Ferris connects with Jordan secu-
rity chief Hani (British actor Mark Strong) 
to help keep tabs on a terrorist safehouse. 
Hani, too, is anxious to bring down Al-
Saleem, but his methods strike a contrast 
to those of Ferris: Torture is fair game to 
Hani and deceit is unforgivable. Rated: R 
for strong violence including torture, and 
for language. 2 hours, 8 minutes. — T.H. 
(Reviewed Oct. 10, 2008)

Burn After Reading 1/2
 (Century 16, Century 20) Osborne Cox 
(John Malkovich) is a CIA analyst fired 
for a “drinking problem,” at which point 
he comes unglued. His wife, Katie (Tilda 
Swinton), feels no pain as she’s with U.S. 
Federal Marshal Harry Pfarrer (George 
Clooney) on the side. Linda Litzke (Fran-
ces McDormand) frets over her insurance 
company’s unwillingness to pay for cos-
metic surgery. Hyperactive trainer Chad 
Feldheimer (Brad Pitt) is her shoulder 
to cry on. Opportunity knocks when a 
Hardbodies employee finds Osborne’s 
tell-all memoirs and Chad and Linda try 
to blackmail him. Rated: R for pervasive 
language, sexual content and violence. A 
taut 1 hour, 31 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed 
Sept. 12, 2008)

Changeling 1/2
 (Century 16, Century 20) Angelina Jolie 
plays Christine Collins, a single mother 
raising her son Walter (Gattlin Griffith) 
alone. One weekend, she agrees to 
take a co-worker’s shift at the telephone 
company. She returns home to an empty 
house. Christine’s concern escalates into a 
controlled panic, fueled by frustration and 
fear. File a missing-child report? Wait 24 
hours. Challenge the LAPD when Captain 
Jones (Jeffrey Donovan) produces a “son” 
who isn’t hers? Intimidate Christine into 
playing along, so the cesspool of a police 
force gets some good publicity. Then 

deem her a hysterical woman and toss 
her into the county loony bin. Meanwhile, 
the pages are flying off the calendar. And 
Walter is nowhere to be found. Rated: R for 
some violent and disturbing content, and 
language. 2 hours, 20 minutes.  — S.T. 
(Reviewed Oct. 31, 2008)

 Happy-Go-Lucky 1/2
 (Aquarius) Poppy (Sally Hawkins) is a 
glass-half-full sort of girl for whom lemons 
become lemonade each and every day. 
When her precious bicycle is stolen, her 
only lament is a missed opportunity to say 
goodbye. Once sans bicycle she deter-
mines to learn to drive, and turns to the 
Axle School of Motoring whose wrathful 
instructor Scott (Eddie Marsan) arrives full 
of piss and vinegar. Poppy wants everyone 
to be upbeat along with her and that’s a 
tall order. Her incessant cheer delicately 
masks a bruised soul that her 30-year-
old single self refuses to acknowledge: 
a sparse loneliness of tentative depth. 
Rated: R for language, some nudity and 
mature themes. 1 hour, 58 minutes. — J.A. 
(Reviewed Oct. 31, 2008)

 I’ve Loved You So Long 1/2
 (Aquarius) Kristin Scott Thomas is Juliette, 
newly arrived at her sister Lea’s home 
(Elsa Zylberstein) from a place we mustn’t 
discuss — prison. Her brother-in-law isn’t 
pleased, resisting the emotional warp and 
woof of his wife’s family crises. Little by 
little the disquieting details are revealed: 
Juliette has spent the last 15 years locked 
up on a murder charge. Whom did she 
murder and why did she do it? The un-
dercurrent of tragedy is probing and per-
sistent. Rated: PG-13 for disturbing adult 
themes. 1 hour, 55 minutes. In French with 
English subtitles. — J.A. (Reviewed Oct. 
31, 2008)

Rachel Getting Married 
(Guild) Kym Buckman (Anne Hathaway) 
has been sprung from rehab into the 
custody of casa Buckman for her sister 
Rachel’s (Rosemarie DeWitt) impending 
nuptials. Nine months clean but ever the 
narcissist, Kym stakes out the arcane ritu-
als of matrimony as a breeding ground 
for her scathing wit and edgy indictments 
of family and friends. Director Jonathon 
Demme’s low-budget style perfectly 
complements the aura of adoration and 
self-loathing. Rated: R for language, 
drug use and adult situations. 1 hour, 54 
minutes.J.A. (Reviewed Oct. 10, 2008)

The Secret Life of Bees 1/2  (Century 
16, Century 20) Sue Monk Kidd’s heart-
wrenching novel gets the big-screen 
treatment. The Civil Rights Act has just 
been signed and the climate in the South 
between blacks and whites is anxious. 
For young Lily (Dakota Fanning), the new 
regime has implications as she has to run 
from an abusive dad (Paul Bettany) with 
black housekeeper Rosaleen (Jennifer 
Hudson). The two land at the home of the 
Boatwrights (Queen Latifah, Alicia Keyes 
and Sophie Okenedo), and then it’s all 
about the sisterhood. “Bees” has sweet 
moments, but the script is packed with 
chestnuts. Rated: PG-13 for adult themes 
and some violence. 1 hour, 50 minutes. — 
J.A. (Reviewed Oct. 17, 2008)

W   (Century 16, Century 20) Oliver 
Stone’s indictment of the 43rd president of 
the United States reads more like an SNL 
sketch than a thoughtful biopic, but it’s no 
less entertaining. Josh Brolin nails George 
W. to the wall as a party boy with daddy is-
sues.  Laura Bush gets the Stepford treat-
ment by Elizabeth Banks, and daddy is 
played to patriarchal perfection by James 
Cromwell. This film isn’t as accomplished 
or complex as Stone’s “JFK” and “Nixon.” 
Still, Stone’s flashback/flash-forward 
technique is an intriguing foundation for his 
psychoanalysis of Bush’s arrogance and 
insecurities. Rated: PG-13 for language, 
alcohol abuse and mature themes. 2 
hours, 11 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed Oct. 
17, 2008)
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Beverly Hills Chihuahua (PG)  Century 16: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2, 4:20, 6:50 & 9:10 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Body of Lies (R) Century 16: 12:55, 3:55 & 6:55 p.m. Century 20: 6:45 & 10 p.m. 
Burn After Reading  Century 20: 11:55, 4:50 & 9:45 p.m.  
(R) 1/2

Changeling (R) 1/2  Century 16: 12:45, 2:15, 4:10, 5:35, 7:20, 8:50 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:35, 2:45, 
3:45, 5:55, 7:05, 9:05 & 10:15 p.m. 

The Duchess (PG-13) 1/2 Century 20: 2:20 & 7:10 p.m. 
Happy-Go-Lucky (R) 1/2 Aquarius: 2, 4:30, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 
The Haunting of Molly Hartley Century 16: 10:10 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 1:40, 3:50, 6, 8:15 & 10:40 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
High School Musical 3:  Century 16: 1:05, 2:25, 3:45, 5:05, 6:30, 7:55 & 9:10 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 3:35,  
Senior Year (G) (Not Reviewed)  4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 12:55 p.m. 
I’ve Loved You So Long  Aquarius: 1:30, 4:15, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  
(PG-13) 1/2

Layer Cake (R)  Century 16: Fri. at 10 p.m.   
(Not Reviewed)
Madagascar: Escape 2  Century 16: Fri. & Sun.-Thu. at 12:35, 1:10, 1:45, 2:20, 2:55, 3:30, 4:05, 4:40, 5:15, 5:50, 6:25, 7, 
Africa (PG) 7:35, 8:10, 8:45, 9:20, 9:55 & 10:30 p.m.  Sat. at 12:35, 1:10, 1:45, 2:20, 2:55, 3:30, 4:05, 4:40,  
  5:15, 5:50, 6:25, 7, 7:35, 8:10, 8:45, 9:20, 9:55 & 10:30 p.m.  Century 20: Fri. & Sun.-Wed. at 

11:25 a.m.; noon 12:35, 1:10, 1:45, 2:20, 2:55, 3:30, 4:05, 4:40, 5:15, 5:50, 6:25, 7, 7:35, 8:10, 
8:45, 9:20, 9:55 & 10:30 p.m. Sat. at 10:20, 10:55, & 11:25 a.m.; noon, 12:35, 1:10, 1:45, 2:20, 
2:55, 3:30, 4:05, 4:40, 5:15, 5:50, 6:25, 7, 7:35, 8:10, 8:45, 9:20, 9:55 & 10:30 p.m. Thu. at 11:25 
a.m.; noon, 12:35, 1:10, 1:45, 2:20, 2:55, 3:30, 4:05, 4:40, 5:15, 5:50, 6:25, 7, 7:35, 8:10, 8:45, 
9:20, 9:55, 10:30 & 11 p.m. 

Max Payne (PG-13)  Century 20: 4:10 & 10:25 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
The Metropolitan Opera:  Century 16: Sat. at 10 a.m. Century 20: Sat. at 10 a.m.  
Doctor Atomic (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Pineapple Express (R) 1/2 Century 16: Sat. at 10 p.m. 
Pride and Glory (R)  Century 16: 3:40 p.m. Sun.-Thu. also at 10:05 p.m.  Century 20: 1:05 & 7:30 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Quantum of Solace (R)  Century 16: Thu. at midnight. Century 20: Thu. at midnight.  
(Not Reviewed)
Rachel Getting Married  Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5:05, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m. Guild: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.   
(R) 
Rocknrolla (R)  Century 16: 12:40 & 7:10 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:35 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Role Models (R)  Century 16: 1:50, 4:50, 7:45 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 3:05, 5:35, 8 & 10:25 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Saw V (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 10:35 p.m. 
The Secret Life of Bees  Century 16: 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m.  
(PG-13) 1/2

Soul Men (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 2, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 12:15, 2:50, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m. 
W. (PG-13) Century 16: 12:50, 3:50, 6:50 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 1:20, 4:25, 7:25 & 10:15 p.m. Sat. also at 

10:25 p.m. 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno Century 16: 12:25, 3, 5:30, 8 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.;12:30, 2:15, 3, 4:45, 5:30, 7:10, 
(R) (Not Reviewed) 8:05, 9:40 & 10:35 p.m. Thu. also at 12:01 a.m. 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Note: CinéArts movie times were not available at press time.

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.RACHELGETTINGMARRIEDMOVIE.COM

ANNE
HATHAWAY

ROSEMARIE
DeWITT

BILL
IRWIN

TUNDE
ADEBIMPE

MATHER
ZICKEL

ANNA DEAVERE
SMITH

DEBRA
WINGER

AND

SOUNDTRACK ON 
LAKESHORE RECORDS

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A JONATHAN DEMME PICTURE

WRITTEN BY JENNY LUMET PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY JONATHAN DEMME

“‘RACHEL GETTING MARRIED’
HOLDS YOU SPELLBOUND!

JONATHAN DEMME DIRECTS HIS BEST FILM IN YEARS.  
ANNE HATHAWAY DELIVERS AN ACTING TOUR DE FORCE. 

HANG ON FOR AN EMOTIONAL POWERHOUSE.”
-Peter Travers

NOW PLAYING!

“THE BEST 
AMERICAN MOVIE 

OF THE YEAR.” 
-David Poland, MOVIE CITY NEWS

“GRADE A! A TRIUMPH!”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY
“GRADE A! A TRIUMPH!”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

Dine with us and have dessert on the house!
Serving reasonably-priced Dinners

Weds-Sat from 5-9 pm
447 California Avenue, Palo Alto

650-326-6505
Bring in this ad for a complimentary dessert: one per diner

Joanie’s
C  A  F  E

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Happy Holidays 
from

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo 

Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. 

Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  

(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Mid-

dlefield Road, Redwood City  

(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 

3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

(493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo 

Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., 

Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, 

plot synopses, trailers and more 

information about films playing, go 

to Palo Alto Online at http://www.

PaloAltoOnline.com/

THEATER 
ADDRESSES
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UP TO 200 VEHICLES ALL VEHICLES SMOGGED

650-938-3272  
N.A.S. Public Auto Auction

 

Saturday, November 15th

Preview:  

For more information about Webster House visit www.websterhousepaloalto.com

Webster House 650-327-4333 401 Webster Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

What’s New in the Treatment of Macular Degeneration and Cataracts

Please join us at Webster House to learn more about advances and treatments of Macular 
Degeneration and other Low Vision Conditions from Dr. Fishman, a Stanford-Trained and  
Board-Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon, specializing in state-of-the art, small incision  
cataract surgery.

A question and answer session will follow the presentation. Light refreshments will be served.

You are invited to an informative presentation at

RCFE# 435201904 
CCRC 218

A premier senior living community for active independent seniors
offering upscale amenities, services and nearby conveniences!

Join Us for Afternoon Tea

 
You are cordially invited for an “Afternoon Tea” to sample delicious finger sandwiches and a 
variety of tisanes, teas and coffees. Come and mingle with residents, neighbors and guests and 
enjoy the social atmosphere at Webster House.

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A SONY PICTURES CLASSICS RELEASE  KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS  ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PHILIPPE CLAUDEL “I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG”

A FILM BY 

PHILIPPE CLAUDEL
A FILM BY 

PHILIPPE CLAUDEL

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.IVELOVEDYOUSOLONG.COM

I’VE LOVED 
YOU SO LONG
I’VE LOVED 
YOU SO LONG

KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS
ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN
KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS
ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN

NOW PLAYING!
ALSO STARTING AT OTHER SELECT BAY AREA THEATRES

“KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS IS ABSOLUTELY ASTOUNDING!
SHE GIVES ONE OF THE BEST PERFORMANCES 
OF THIS OR ANY YEAR. A STUNNING FILM! 
SECRETS ARE REVEALED SLOWLY, AND SCOTT THOMAS USES EVERY
NUANCE IN HER ACTING ARSENAL TO REGISTER THEIR IMPACT.” 
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 

“KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS IS ABSOLUTELY ASTOUNDING!
SHE GIVES ONE OF THE BEST PERFORMANCES 
OF THIS OR ANY YEAR. A STUNNING FILM! 
SECRETS ARE REVEALED SLOWLY, AND SCOTT THOMAS USES EVERY
NUANCE IN HER ACTING ARSENAL TO REGISTER THEIR IMPACT.” 
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 

“HIGHEST RATING!  THIS IS ACTING AT ITS MOST 
EXALTED!  WORTH SEEING MORE THAN ONCE,    
JUST TO WATCH HOW THOMAS SCORES THE 
PERFORMANCE FROM BEGINNING TO END!  
THE ROLE OF A LIFETIME!” 

-Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

“HIGHEST RATING!  THIS IS ACTING AT ITS MOST 
EXALTED!  WORTH SEEING MORE THAN ONCE,    
JUST TO WATCH HOW THOMAS SCORES THE 
PERFORMANCE FROM BEGINNING TO END!  
THE ROLE OF A LIFETIME!” 

-Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

Berlin
International
Film Festival

WINNER
ECUMENICAL JURY PRIZE

Berlin
International
Film Festival

WINNER
ECUMENICAL JURY PRIZE

For information and donations
go to

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Give to the Palo Alto 
Weekly’s Holiday Fund 
and your donation is doubled.
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To be held at 3:00 p.m., Thursday, November 20, 2008 in the Palo Alto City Council 
Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public at the Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California on:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday  8:00 am - Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Wednesday                                                            9:00 am - Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

164 Hamilton Avenue [PLN-00297]: Request by Kevin Smith on behalf of SPI Hamilton 
LP for a Preliminary Parcel Map for a one lot subdivision for condominium purposes.  Environ-
mental Assessment: Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) per Section 15315.  Zone District CD-C (P).

Curtis Williams
Interim Director of Planning and Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive devices are 
available in the Council Chambers and Council Conference Room and Sign language interpret-
ers will be provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

NOTICE OF DIRECTOR’S HEARING

MOFFETT FIELD
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

The next regular meeting of the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) for former Naval Air Station
(NAS) Moffett Field will be held:

On: Thursday, November 13, 2008
7 to 9:30 p.m.

At: Moffett Field, Building 943, Mountain View, CA 

Building 943 (Public Affairs Building) is located 
just before the main gate on NASA Parkway.

The RAB reviews and comments on plans and activities about the ongoing environmental
studies and restoration activities under way at Moffett Field. Regular RAB meetings are open
to the public and the Navy encourages your involvement. To review documents on Moffett
Field environmental restoration projects, please visit the information repository located at the
Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin St., Mountain View, CA 94041. 650-903-6337. 

For more information, contact: Mr. Darren Newton, Navy BRAC Environmental Coordinator,
at: 619-532-0963 or darren.newton@navy.mil.

November 20th at 6:00 pm
Palo Alto Art Center

1313 Newell Avenue, Palo Alto

To gather input on a public restroom. 
For more information, call (650) 617-3127
City of Palo Alto Public Works Department

ELEANOR PARK RESTROOM  
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT  

PROJECT PUBLIC MEETING

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL MEETING – COUNCIL CHAMBERS
November 03, 2008 – 6:00 P.M.

 Council Chambers  -  6:00 PM
1. Stanford Housing 

Council Conference Room  -  7:00 PM
2.  Joint Meeting With the Historic Resources Board Regarding Historic Is-

sues 
Council Chambers  -  8:00 PM

3.  Finance Committee Recommendation to Adopt a Resolution Approving 
the Ameresco Butte County Landfill Gas Renewable Energy Power Pur-
chase Agreement for the Acquisition of Up to Four Average Megawatts 
of Energy Over Twenty Years at an Estimated Cost Not to Exceed $71 
Million

4.  Approval of a Utilities Enterprise Fund Contract for Citywide Water and 
Wastewater Operations Services With EPS, Inc. (dba Express Plumbing) 
for Up to Three Years in an Amount Not to Exceed $350,000 Per Year

5.  Adoption of a Water Fund Budget Amendment Ordinance in the Amount 
of $35,000 and Approval of an Amendment No. 2 to Contract C07120333 
With RMC Water & Environment, Inc. in the Amount of $35,000 for a Total 
Not to Exceed Amount of $302,700 for Completion of a Recycled Wa-
ter Facility Plan and Preparation of Environmental Documents for Capital 
Improvement Program Project WS-07001, (Recycled Water Distribution 
System Extension)

6.  Approval of a Contract With IMB Contractor Corporation in the Amount 
of $234,500 for the Animal Placement Center Maintenance and Acces-
sibility Renovations General Construction Services – Capital Improvement 
Program Project PE-04014  

7.  Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Section 2.28.240 of the Palo Alto 
Municipal Code to Increase the City Attorney’s Settlement Authority from 
$10,000 to $35,000

8.  Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Purchase Order C08124799 with West-
ern States Oil For An Additional Amount of $250,000 For a Three Year 
Term in a Total Amount Not To Exceed $3,582,000 for Provision of Auto-
motive Fuel

9.  Approval of Contracts With, Respectively, Artist Bruce Beasley in the 
Amount of $190,000 and Aaron Garfunkel Landscapes, Inc. in the 
Amount of $35,500, for the Creation and Installation of a New Fountain 
Replacing the Damaged Fountain on California Avenue

10. Adoption of a Resolution Regarding Police
11.  Colleague’s Memo from Council Members Morton and XXX on the 2009 

Senior Games

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT 

ACCESS CHANNEL 26

COUNCIL AGENDA HOTLINE 329-2477

A Film Screening of 
 

In the Family 
Followed by Q&A with Filmmaker Joanna Rudnick 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 pm 
Clark Center Auditorium 

Stanford University School of Medicine 

When Chicago Filmmaker Joanna Rudnick tested positive for the "breast cancer 
gene" at age 27, she knew the information could save her life. She now faces an 
impossible decision: remove her healthy breasts and ovaries or risk incredible  
odds of developing cancer.

Sponsored by: Stanford Cancer Center, Program in Bioethics and Film, CIRGE, MS in Human Genetics 
& Genetic Counseling, SCBE, Film and Media Studies program, Dept. of Art & Art History 

The Duchess
1:45, 4:30, 7:15 
Fri/Sat Only 9:50 

Religulous 
2:00, 4:40, 7:25
Fri/Sat Only 9:55

Fresh news  
delivered daily

RECYCLE  
YOUR  

WEEKLY
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Eating Out
I felt good after eating at Sprout 

Café, the new salad emporium 
on University Avenue. Not 

necessarily euphoric, but smug in 
knowing that I had eaten sensibly 
and done the right thing for myself 
and planet Earth. I often have a 
large salad for lunch, but eating at 
Sprout seemed more wholesome, 
more nourishing and beneficial.

Sprout’s salads can be big, bold, 
colorful and jam-packed with 
ingredients, or as simple as un-
adorned leafy lettuce. Patrons can 
choose from a myriad of ingredi-
ents by ticking off exactly what 
they want on order pads located 
just inside the front door. After 
presenting the order to the cashier, 
the patron is given a number and 
the order is brought to the table. It’s 
quick, clean and efficient.  

The build-your-own salad con-
cept was easily the most popular 
option during my visits. The con-
cept is not new. It is similar to how 
The Counter operates its burger ha-
ven on California Avenue, and how 
Pluto’s offers its salads elsewhere 
on University. What is new is the 
application to organic salads and 
mostly vegetarian fare. There are 
other items from which to choose 
as well: Sprout’s “signature” sal-
ads, a “small bites” grouping, and 
soups and sandwiches.

Sprout is the brainchild of Vinh 
Vi, a graduate of the California Cu-
linary Academy. However, open-
ing a greens cafe wasn’t quite that 
simple. He was first a civil engi-
neer in San Francisco, measuring, 
calculating and advising on physi-
cal properties. While his parents 
owned Windy’s Chinese restaurant 
in Palo Alto, he had a genetic pas-
sion for food that could not be de-
nied. No more civil engineer.

After completing study at the 
Culinary Academy in San Fran-
cisco, he gained experience cook-
ing in New York, Hawaii and Los 
Angeles. When his parents decided 

to retire, he took over the Windy’s 
space, remodeled it and, in late Au-
gust, opened Sprout.

“I always loved salads and am 
very excited about this concept,” 
he said. “Cooking in different 
parts of the country, I learned new 
combinations and about herbs and 
spices. 

“We try to buy everything we 
can from local, certified organic 
growers. It’s often more expensive, 
and costs fluctuate, but it’s worth it 
and we try to maintain steady pric-
ing on our menu.”

Before noon, I watched through 
a long glass partition to one side of 
the spacious interior as the white-
coated staff assembled healthful 
lunches. Greens were piled onto 
plates: millions of crisp emerald 
leaves, it seemed, washed and glis-
tening as slim, healthy, eco-con-
scious diners queued up. I almost 
felt out of place.

I am not opposed to becoming 
slimmer and more healthily ener-
getic, and who doesn’t want to help 
Mother Nature these days? At the 
same time, I don’t qualify as part 
of the young and beautiful culture. 
As the lunch hour wore on, though, 
workers descended from all quar-
ters, and I was relieved to be 
amongst a more familiar element. 

The food was uniformly good, 
snappy fresh, wholesome and lu-
minescent on the plate. The basic 
build-your-own salad was $6.95 
for a full salad and $4.95 for a half 
salad. There were options of six let-
tuces and spinach to start off. Next, 
there was a choice of six ingredi-
ents from 36 alternatives including 
fruits, nuts, seeds and cheeses.

Finally, there were a dozen dress-
ings from which to select. Premium 
options were offered as well, such 
as heirloom tomatoes, tofu, ancho-
vies, applewood-smoked bacon and 
candied walnuts. The variations on 
theme were near unbounded. 

I liked the tuna niçoise, one of 

the “signature salads” ($9.95). 
The sashimi-quality ahi tuna was 
crusted with a peppery, almost 
wasabi-like paste, not too hot, but 
just enough to leave a kiss on the 
lips. The salad was completed with 
green beans, pitted kalamata olives, 
cherry tomatoes and hard-boiled 
egg and glistened with a tangy 
lemon-tarragon vinaigrette. Sprout 
offers a dozen “signature salads,” 
ranging from $6.25 to $10.95.  

Size-wise, the so-called “small 
bites” are about what I would 
expect as a first course in most 
restaurants, except for the large-

portioned chicken lettuce wraps 
($7.95). Tender slices of chicken 
breast sat astride a stack of but-
ter lettuce, trimmed to the perfect 
size for wrapping shredded carrot, 
cabbage, bean sprouts, cucumber, 
mint, peanuts and a heap of somen 
noodles. (Somen are thin, white 
Japanese-style noodles made from 
wheat flour.) The accompanying 
tangy Thai dipping sauce united 
the wrap.  

While I enjoyed the wraps, I 
made a mess trying to envelop the 
ingredients inside an uncooperative 
lettuce leaf. I haven’t played enough 

video games to have mastered that 
kind of manual dexterity. I ended 
up mixing the ingredients and eat-
ing it as a salad. It was delicious 
nonetheless. 

Another small bite was deep-
fried calamari ($7.95). Tender and 
fresh-tasting, the calamari were 
presented with the same tasty Thai 
dipping sauce but served in a coni-
cal frame, all the rage in many res-
taurants today.   

On special one day was roasted 
butternut squash soup ($4.95). It 
was autumnal gold, velvety-thick 
and aromatic. The dollop of crème 
fraîche and a squiggle of cayenne 
pepper on top added a piquant rich-
ness to the potage.

Healthful-sounding sandwiches 
are available as well: eggplant, tur-
key, shrimp, chipotle chicken and 
others. There are beer and wine, 
and a plethora of juices and organic 
coffee options.

Sprout is a pleasant, spacious 
place for eating healthful, nourish-
ing, natural foods. The ingredients 
pulse with energy; the service is 
swift; and tables are quickly bussed 
so the interior remains sparkling 
and inviting. Smugness aside, I 
appreciated the attention afforded 
high-caliber ingredients and allow-
ing patrons to have it their way. I 
felt a tad thinner as well.      

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Three of the dishes offered at Sprout are: the tuna nicoise (left), the 
chicken lettuce wraps (top), and the apples and pears salad (right).

 University greens
Sprout’s fresh approach adds luster  

to vegetable-focused menu 
by Dale F. Bentson

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Sprout Café
168 University Ave.
Palo Alto
650-323-7688
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10 
a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.
Website: www.sproutcafe.
com

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Beer & Wine

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair  
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor  
seating

Noise level: 
Moderate

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 
Excellent

M
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n 
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NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in al-
phabetical order, of longer restaurant re-
views published in the Weekly over the 
past several years. This week’s reviews 
begin where the list ended one week ago.

Hiraku, 2595 California Street #C, 
Mountain View (650) 947-9985 
Serves traditional Japanese fare includ-
ing sushi, sashimi, udon, nigiri. 11:30 
a.m.-9:30 p.m.  
Hobee’s, 4224 El Camino Real, Palo 
Alto (650) 856-6124 

Country-style restaurant with healthy 
California influence. Long lines for week-
end breakfast. Mon. 7 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; 
Tue.-Fri. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-9 
p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  
Hobee’s, 67 Town & Country Village, 
Palo Alto (650) 327-4111  
Another location for this popular coun-
try-style restaurant. Long weekend lines 
here, too. Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat.-
Sun. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.
Homma’s Brown Rice Sushi, 2363-B 
Birch St., Palo Alto (650) 327-6118 

Homma’s keeps its health quotient in 
balance with good taste, and brown rice 
plays well with raw fish. The tiny res-
taurant doesn’t stand out on the street, 
but it’s been paying Palo Alto rent for 20 
years, so it must be doing something 
right. Menu highlights include tuna and 
avocado rolls; brown-rice salad with fish 
and vegetables and creamy sesame 
dressing; and chirashi donburi (a bowl 
of brown rice topped with assorted cold 
fish). Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Tue.-Fri.; 
noon-2 p.m. Sat. Dinner: 5-9 p.m. Mon.-
Sat. (Reviewed Nov. 30, 2007)

Hong Kong Bakery, 210 Castro Street, 
Mountain View (650) 969-3153 
Offers a variety of Hong Kong bakery 
treats such as sweet rolls with cream fill-
ing, pork buns and custard buns.  Daily 
8 a.m.-7:30 p.m.  
Hong Kong Restaurant Chinese Food, 
2650 W. El Camino Real, Mountain 
View (650) 948-7728 
Hong Kong Restaurant Chinese Food 
specializes in Chinese seafood dishes. 
One of the most popular dishes is the 
soy pepper crab. Daily 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 

House of Bagels, 526 University Ave., 
Palo Alto (650) 322-5189 
Downtown Palo Alto’s House of Bagels 
features New York-style bagels with 
a variety of cream cheeses to choose 
from.  Also serves bagel sandwiches, 
pizza bagels, salads and other paster-
ies. Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat. 7 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.  
House of Bagels, 1712 Miramonte Ave, 
Mountain View (650) 694-4888 
Another outpost of this popular bagel 
joint. Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat.-
Sun. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 
Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

BURMESE

Green Elephant Gourmet 
(650) 494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 
3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 
(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696 
1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in  

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jade Palace (650) 321-9388 
151 S. California Ave, E101 

(in Palo Alto Central) 
Open 7 days a week 

Jing Jing 328-6885 
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 
Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 
www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House  
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr. 
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon 
947-8888

Peking Duck 856-3338 
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

We also deliver.

CHINESE

Su Hong—Menlo Park 
Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688 
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903 
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  
Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390 
417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Open 7 days a Week

Jin Sho 321-3454 
454 California Ave, Palo Alto 

Japanese Fusion 
www.jinshowrestaurant.com

Uzumaki Sushi 322-2828 
451 California Ave, Palo Alto 

Japanese Restaurant 
Sushi Bar

MEXICAN

Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354 
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View 

Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525 
735 Villa Street, Mountain View  

Open Weeknites to 11pm, Weekends to 12pm

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 
408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

PIZZA

Pizza My Heart 327-9400 

220 University Ave., Palo Alto 

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizza Chicago 424-9400 

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic's 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$5.95 to $9.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant  323-7700 

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating 

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com 

2006 Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

Indochine  853-1238 

Thai & Vietnamese Cuisine 

www.indochinethai.com 

2710 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto 

Midtown Shopping Center

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Search a complete 

 listing of  local 

restaurant 

reviews by location 

 or type  of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Restaurant
of the week

Rated the BEST  
Chicago Style,  

Deep Dish 
Gourmet Pizza

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
424-9400

Order online at 
www.pizzachicago.com

Since 1991, we have had 
the honor of serving the 

Bay Area & we thank you 
for your continued support.
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Ari-

zona St., 6 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM) 

Saturday
Prep football: King’s Academy at 

Sacred Heart Prep, 2 p.m., KCEA (89.1 
FM)

College football: Stanford at Oregon, 
12:30 p.m., Comcast Sports Net/FSN 
(40); KTRB (860 AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s volleyball: Stanford at Ari-
zona, 6 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Stanford junior running back Toby Gerhart should reach 1,000 yards this season on Satur-
day and is well within reach of the school single-season rushing record of 1,084 yards.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

PREP FOOTBALL GIRLS’ PREP TENNIS

Menlo seniors Emily Shine (left) and Courtney Matteson never lost a 
team league tennis match during their careers.

Keith Peters

David G
onzales/Stanford Photo

Gerhart rushes
toward the

record book
He’s only 89 yards shy of 1,000 yards 

and 174 short of breaking Vardell’s mark 
by Rick Eymer

S tanford junior running back Toby Gerhart en-
joys running behind the most improved offen-
sive line in the Pac-10. He also benefits from 

the hard-hitting of fullbacks Owen Marecic or Josh 
Catron.

Gerhart has always spread the credit around for his 
success; he’s 89 yards short of becoming the first Car-
dinal running back to rush for at least 1,000 yards 
since Tommy Vardell set a school with 1,084 yards 
in 1991.

Senior running back Anthony Kimble, meanwhile, 
is quietly having a career year of his own with 544 
yards to date. He led Stanford in rushing in each of the 
past two years with 509 last year and 501 in 2006.

Such is the new, improved running game that Stan-
ford (4-2, 5-4) has two running backs crunching re-
cord numbers.

“I think we complement each other well,” Gerhart 
said. “He’s always telling me what he sees and what 
the defense is doing. We constantly talk about defens-
es. When he’s in there, he’s quick and always a threat 
to hit a big one. We support each other and have a 
good time.”

One of the unseen advantages of having two quality 
backs like Gerhart and Kimble is that defenses have to 
account for both of them and they are different types 
of runners. When junior quarterback Alex Loukas en-
ters the game, there’s an additional threat. And Tavita 
Pritchard is a good scrambler, as well.

The Cardinal, playing at Oregon on Saturday at 
12:30 p.m. (FSN), is on pace to establish a school re-
cord for team rushing. The 1957 team rushed for 2,259 
yards. Even if Stanford did not gain another yard on 
the ground over the final three games, it would still be 
the sixth-best rushing season (1,883 yards) in school 
history. The Cardinal is on pace to collect over 2,500 
rushing yards.

“I’m not too big on statistics,” Marecic said. “I’m 
just proud of what people are doing. It’s fun to be part 
of a team that moves the ball so well. Toby is great. 
He’s one of the best in the country. He runs hard and 
he’s well grounded.”

The offensive line, taking great pleasure in helping 
Gerhart and Kimble accomplish career highs, knows 

(continued on page 35)

SHP is ready 
for its biggest 
game of year

by Keith Peters

Two seasons. Two losses. Two 
points. That’s all that has sep-
arated the Sacred Heart Prep 

and King’s Academy football teams 
for the past two years.  

As far as Sacred Heart Prep is 
concerned, it’s payback time. And 
that time arrives Saturday when the 
Gators (5-0, 8-0) play host to the 
Knights (5-0, 8-0) with a Central 
Coast Section playoff berth on the 
line at 2 p.m.

Sacred Heart Prep coach Pete 
Lavorato says the showdown is “the 
biggest game we have ever been 
involved with. The winner goes to 
CCS.”

Sacred Heart is the champion of 
the PAL Ocean B Division while 
King’s is the PAL Ocean A Divi-

(continued on page 35)

Menlo achieves
goal of keeping
win streak alive

by Keith Peters

T he hard work is done for the 
Menlo girls’ tennis team. 
Whatever happens in the 

West Bay Athletic League individ-
ual tournament and the upcoming 
Central Coast Section playoffs is 
just a bonus.

In a less-than-spectacular sea-
son that saw the Knights win just 
12 times in 20 matches, one outing 
stood out in particular and pretty 
much defined the entire season.

That was Menlo’s 4-3 victory over 
visiting Sacred Heart Prep last week. 
The triumph capped a 10-0 inaugu-
ral season in the West Bay Athletic 
League (Foothill Division) and gave 
the Knights their 15th straight unde-
feated league campaign.

During that time, Menlo has com-
(continued on page 36)

FORD TOUGH . . . When Nathan 
Ford was playing football at Palo 
Alto High, Buddy Teevens was 
coaching football at Stanford. The 
two meet again on Saturday in an 
Ivy League game on Saturday at 
1 p.m. when Teevenís Dartmouth 
(0-4, 0-7) travels to Fordís Cornell 
(1-3, 3-4). Cornell, coming into the 
contest with a four-game losing 
streak, will attempt to get back on 
track, while Dartmouth hasnít won 
since defeating the Big Red by a 
59-31 margin last season in Ha-
nover, N.H., a span of nine games. 
It will be the 92nd all-time meeting 
between the programs who have 
met every year since 1919. Ford 
is the first Big Red quarterback 
to record two 400-yard games in 
one season and joins Ricky Rahne 
as the only Cornell signal callers 
to collect two such games in their 
careers. Ford completed 33-of-55 
passes for 431 yards and three 
touchdowns in last weekís 31-26 
loss to Princeton. Ford nearly led 
the team to a pair of touchdowns 
in the final 41 seconds to give the 
Big Red the improbable win, but 
his last-second attempt for Jesse 
Baker in the end zone fell incom-
plete. Ford has 5,364 career pass-
ing yards, 333 yards shy of Bill 
Lazor for second all-time in school 
history.

A NEW AD . . . Menlo College 
has named Keith Spataro its new 
athletic director. Spartaro is an 
accomplished track and wrestling 
coach who built Menlo College’s 
highly ranked men’s wrestling pro-
gram. He has served as Menlo’s 
interim director since May. “We are 
all enthusiastic about having Keith 
Spataro take the important step 
up from interim to Athletic Director 
of our outstanding student-athletic 
program here at Menlo College,” 
said Menlo College President 
Timothy Haight. Spataro has 
been at Menlo for eight years and 
has been the driving force behind 
the men’s wrestling team, which is 
currently ranked second in the na-
tion in its division.

OF LOCAL NOTE . . . The Palo 
Alto Knights’ Starters (6-9 year 
olds) upset the Delta Patriots East, 
20-13, in a driving rain last week-
end to open the National Youth 
Football League playoffs. Top Palo 
Alto players included Jack Devine, 
Leo Lindo, Jackson Dahl and Ke-
nan Laurence.
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exactly what Gerhart needs.
“We are well aware of it,” Stan-

ford senior center Alex Fletcher 
said. “It’s something we take pride 
in. It’s awesome. Anthony has the 
most yards he’s ever had. We’re 
kind of upset he could only get 92 
yards. Reaching 100 yards is a big 
deal.”

Cardinal coach Jim Harbaugh re-
mains unconcerned about becom-
ing a one-dimensional team even 
though Stanford is last in the Pac-10 
with 1,211 passing yards. The team 
has attempted fewer passes than any 
other in the league.

Even Oregon, which leads the 
conference in rushing with 270.7 
yards a game (Stanford is second at 
209.2), has over 400 more passing 
yards than the Cardinal.

“We just want to be productive,” 
Harbaugh said. “I’m not concerned 
about balance necessarily. It’ll be 
whatever we need to do to move the 
football.”

Junior right tackle Matt Kopa, for 
one, gets a kick out seeing a produc-
tive running game.

“It’s awesome to see him scor-
ing touchdowns,” Kopa said. “It’s 
the best feeling ever. The whole 
offense has been good. When Alex 
gets in there it opens things up even 

Standings Pac-10  (overall)
 W L W L
USC 5 1 7 1
Cal 4 1 6 2
Oregon St. 4 1 5 3
Stanford 4 2 5 4
Oregon 4 2 6 3
Arizona 3 2 5 3
UCLA 2 3 3 5
Arizona St. 1 4 2 7
Washington 0 5 0 8
Washington St. 0 6 1 8

Saturday’s games
Stanford at Oregon, 12:30 p.m.
California at USC
Oregon State at UCLA
Arizona at Washington State
Arizona State at Washington

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

more.”
Kopa likely will make his fourth 

consecutive start, though Harbaugh 
thinks Chris Marinelli will be fully 
recovered from a shoulder injury 
that has kept him on the sidelines 
for a couple of weeks.

Kopa came to Stanford as a de-
fensive end, one of the deepest posi-
tions on the team. He was moved to 
the offensive side of the ball to add 
depth.

“It’s been an awesome oppor-
tunity for me,” Kopa said. “Every 
game I’m learning something new. 

It feels more natural for me to play 
offensive tackle. When I switched, 
something just clicked.”

Just like the rest of the offensive 
line, which also includes Chase 
Beeler, Ben Muth and Andrew Phil-
lips. Bert McBride has also started a 
couple of games.

In addition to becoming bowl 
eligible for the first time in seven 
years, having Gerhart set a school 
rushing record would be a crown-
ing achievement for the men in the 
trenches.

“I’ve met (Vardell) and I know he 
had a lot of touchdowns and was a 
first round draft pick,” Fletcher said. 
“He comes around a lot. But I want 
Toby to get the record.”

Gerhart has never met Vardell but 
he’s constantly being compared to 
him. How often?

“Lots,” Gerhart said. “I can’t 
count that high there’s been so 
many. His nickname was ‘Touch-
down Tommy’ and now people are 
calling me ‘Touchdown Toby.’”

Gerhart, who also plays baseball 
for Stanford, says he lets mistakes 
stay with him too long in football.

“You’d think since I play baseball, 
which is a game of failure, I’d know 
but it’s harder in football,” Gerhart 
said. “Mistakes bother me and it’s 
hard for me to let them go. I fumbled 
against Washington and it’s still 
bothering me now.”■

Stanford football
(continued from page 34)

sion champ. Only one automatic 
CCS berth is available for the two 
divisions, however, and that will be 
decided Saturday.

For the loser is the possibility of 
an at-large berth for the CCS Small 
School Division playoffs. The Ga-
tors conclude the regular season 
against Menlo of the PAL Bay Di-
vision and, thus, pretty much need 
to win Saturday or suffer the conse-
quences of finishing 8-2 and being 
left out of the postseason party.

Sacred Heart Prep and King’s 
Academy most recently have been 
rivals in the North Coast Sec-
tion’s Bay Football League. Both 
are small, private, religious-based 
schools. Both are very young pro-
grams, started in the last decade. 
Both are improving at a very rapid 
rate. Both have run-oriented of-
fenses. And both, of course, are 
undefeated.

Two years ago the Knights won by 
29-28 on a last-second, disputed field 
goal. Last year the Gators scored a 
touchdown to pull within one point, 
went for the two-point conversion 
but came up short, 28-27. 

“That’s not something we dwell 
on,” Lavorato said of past results. 
Then again, it’s certainly a way for 
the SHP players to get motivated — 
not that the Gators need it.

Sacred Heart Prep comes into the 
game averaging 40 points a game 
while allowing 16. King’s Academy 
is averaging 42.6 points. The Gators 
tuned up with a 49-26 victory over 
host Carlmont last week, a game in 
which SHP simply ran past its host.

Matt Bocci scored on a three-
yard run to cap the Gators’ opening 
drive. He finished with 47 rushing 
yards and two scores on 10 carries. 
SHP then capitalized on the first of 
two Carlmont turnovers, with Chris 
Gaertner recovering a fumble and 
racing 75 yards to set up a one-yard 
run by SHP quarterback Ryan Sa-
kowski.

Prep football
(continued from page 34)

Please be advised that Thursday, November 20, 2008, 
the ARB shall conduct a public hearing at 8:30 AM in the 
Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo 
Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear and be 
heard.

Stanford University Medical Center Modernization 
and Expansion Project: Request by Stanford University 
Medical Center on behalf of The Board of Trustees of the 
Leland Stanford Junior University for Preliminary Architectural 
Review of the proposed Stanford Hospital building. Zone 
District: PF (Public Facilities).

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities. To request accommodations to access 
City facilities, services or programs, to participate at public 
meetings, or to learn more about the City’s compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please 
contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) 
or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC  
MEETING

of the City of Palo Alto 
Architectural Review Board (ARB)

SHP junior quarterback Ryan Sa-
kowski directs the offense.

Keith Peters

Sakowski had a fine day, com-
pleting all nine of his passes for 163 
yards. He has thrown for 363 yards 
in the past two games. Against Carl-
mont, the Gators amassed 534 yards 
of offense.

Carlmont pulled within 21-14 
early in the second half and traded 
TDs with SHP into the fourth quar-
ter, but the Scots missed two field 
goals and failed to take advantage of 
a fumble recovery deep in Gators’ 
territory. 

Victor Ojeda led the Gators with 
150 yards rushing on 13 carries and 
scored on runs of eight and 46 yard. 
Austin Koenig caught four passes 
for 101 yards and Gaertner had 
four kickoff returns for another 116 
yards.

Along with Bocci and Ojeda, the 
Gators’ have a third running back in 

junior Matt Walter. No opponent has 
been able to shut down all three at 
the same time this season.

While the SHP-King’s Academy 
game is the only local affair with 
so much at stake, it’s not the only 
meaningful contest this weekend.

Menlo-Atherton (3-0, 6-2) will 
put first place in the PAL Bay Di-
vision on the line again when the 
Bears travel to South San Francisco 
(0-4, 4-4) on Friday night. M-A has 
to win in order to set up a possible 
title-clinching game with visiting 
Woodside (2-1, 6-2) on Nov. 15 at 
2 p.m.

The Bears are coming off a 31-
13 rain-soaked victory over visit-
ing Menlo (2-2, 6-2) last Saturday. 
Menlo-Atherton relied almost ex-
clusively on the ground as its assort-
ment of backs rushed for 343 total 
yards. Vaughn Smith headlined 
the rushing attack with 19 carries 
for 177 yards and two touchdowns. 
Will Preston also got into the end 
zone twice. For the first five games 
of the season, Preston did not carry 
the ball. In the three games he has 
played in, Preston has scored six 
touchdowns.

Rod Nash also contributed to the 
ground attack with nine carries for 
67 yards. Nash also starred on de-
fense with three interceptions.

Menlo-Atherton won the battle 
of the elements in a game that saw 
many fumbles, dropped passes, and 
other wet slipups. The Bears won 
despite fumbling the football seven 
times and losing it four times. Men-
lo turned the ball over five times 
on three interceptions, a fumble by 
quarterback Danny Diekroeger, and 
a fumbled kick return by Nick Mar-
uyama. This was Diekroeger’s first 
action since he suffered a shoulder 
injury four games ago. He finished 
the game with nine completions on 
25 attempts for 152 yards with two 
touchdowns.

Menlo will host Aragon (3-1, 4-4) 
on Friday night at 7 p.m. At stake 
for both teams are more favorable 
CCS seeds.■
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Sports

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious services. 

To inquire about or make space reservations for Inspirations, please contact
Blanca Yoc at 326-8210 x221 or email byoc@paweekly.com

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

The Robert McAfee Brown Lectureship Presents....

Dr. Marcus Borg
The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith

November 7 - 9, 2008 
Join us for a weekend of lively dialogue and theological conversation. 

http://www.fprespa.org/lectureship 

www.fprespa.org         •   1140 Cowper Street   •         650.325.5659 

This Sunday: Left Out in the Cold
Rev. David Howell preaching

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Upcoming Concerts at 4:00 p.m. 
November 9 - Oratorio Society 

November 16 - Dick Hyman, stride piano

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship

Sunday, November 9, 10:00 am
Christian Ecumenical Service with Communion 

Sermon by the Rev. Greg Schaefer 
Pastor with Stanford’s Episcopal Lutheran Campus Ministry

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,  
and the Stanford Memorial Church Choir, under the direction of Gregory Wait.

Also in Memorial Church: Compline - an evening service of song.  
This Sunday, Compline features the Threshold Choir, 
under the direction of Kate Munger, 8:45 - 9:30 pm.

Free and open to all.   http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

piled a winning streak spanning a 
remarkable 158 straight league 
matches. It started in 1994 when 
Andy Pearce guided the Knights 
to a 12-0 record in the Girls Private 

School League. It continued in ‘95 
when Kristen Morris took over and 
also went 12-0 in the GPSL.

In 1996, current head coach Bill 
Shine arrived and kept the league 
winning streak going to this very 
day. In 13 years under Shine, the 
Knights are 134-0 in league. Imag-

Prep tennis
(continued from page 34)

ine, in 15 consecutive years no Men-
lo girls’ tennis player has ever lost a 
league title.

“I’m glad I could be a part of 
keeping the streak alive,” said Men-
lo senior Courtney Matteson, who 
teamed with sophomore Eliza Ad-
ams to win at No. 1 doubles in the 
win over Sacred Heart Prep.

Added Shine: “Everyone knew the 
importance of the match. Everyone 
wanted to keep the streak alive.”

Appropriately enough, the win 
over SHP came on Menlo’s Senior 
Day, though it was  highlighted by 
junior Alex Heaney’s clinching 6-1, 
6-2 victory at No. 3 singles.

“There was a lot riding on this 
match,” Matteson said. “It was our 
last home match and my last home 
match.”

While the victory over the Gators 
left Menlo just 12-8 for the regular 
season, Matteson and her teammates 
still felt the year has been success-
ful.

“We went into those (nonleague) 
matches knowing how tough they 
were,” Matteson said.

Faced with a fairly young, inex-
perienced team, Shine nonetheless 
tested his players with a slate of 
tough nonleague matches against 
the likes of Monta Vista, Palo Alto, 
St. Francis and Saratoga (all losses) 
plus a rough four-game slate at the 
National Invitational in Newport 
Beach, where the Knights went 
0-4.

From the very beginning, how-
ever, it was all about improving and 
keeping the league win streak intact. 
In those regards, the season already 

is a winner.
“This has been the most fun we’ve 

had,” said senior Emily Shine, Bill’s 
niece. “We’ve all had our issues, but 
each win was huge for us.”

Shine and Matteson agreed that 
expectations weren’t high for the 
Knights this season, not like in the 
days when they won seven CCS 
team titles.

“That sort of fired us up, that peo-
ple weren’t talking about us,” Em-
ily Shine said. “But, our goal was to 
win our league matches.”

“It was a challenge,” added Mat-
teson.

And the streak?
“It was never really an issue until 

this year,” Matteson said. “I’m glad 
we’re graduating having not been the 
team to end the streak.”

Added Emily Shine: “I think we 
accomplished everything we came 
out to accomplish. We had to work 
harder for it. The streak was always 
in the back of my mind, but I knew 
we weren’t going to lose.”

Matteson compared winning the 
WBAL title this season to winning 
the CCS title in 2005, her freshman 
year. Menlo hasn’t won a section 
crown since and isn’t favored to do 
so this season. Defending champi-
on Mitty is the heavy favorite with 
Saratoga the likely opponent in the 
team finals on Nov. 19. Palo Alto and 
Monta Vista also should be playing 
in the semifinals two days earlier.

For Menlo, who knows? The quar-
terfinals get under way next Friday.

“We’ve changed as a team since 
we faced those teams early in the 
season,” Matteson said of Menlo’s 

losses. “You haven’t seen the last of 
us yet.”

With the streak safely intact for 
another year, Bill Shine believes it 
will remain safe for at least another 
couple of year. He has a good crop of 
eight-graders coming in next season. 
Right now, though, he’s just enjoying 
what his players have accomplished 
in perhaps one of the more trying 
seasons in recent Menlo history.

“It’s pretty nice,” he said of fin-
ishing 10-0. “It’s been a while since 
I felt good about winning a league 
championship. It’s good to see the 
girls excited about winning this, 
too.”

Shine discovered the night before 
the Sacred Heart Prep match that the 
winner would be the league champ. 
The Gators came in with an 8-1 
league record, their only loss being 
to Menlo. A victory over the Knights 
would have accomplished a lot for 
SHP, but it didn’t happen. But, the 
Gators are in good company. No 
one has beaten Menlo in league play 
since October of 1993.

The CCS seeding meeting will be 
Saturday. First-round matches start 
Tuesday with second-round matches 
set for Wednesday. Quarterfinals are 
Nov. 14. All matches begin at 2:30 
p.m. and will be played at the higher-
seeded teams.

The semifinals (noon and 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 17) and finals (2 p.m. on 
Nov. 19) will be played at the Court-
side Tennis Club in Los Gatos.

Menlo, Sacred Heart Prep (13-6), 
Palo Alto (19-2) and Menlo-Ather-
ton (15-1) all should be playing at 
home early next week.■
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Stanford field hockey player named NorPac Conference Player of the Year
Cardinal men’s basketball team signs a top player from Mater Dei; Appel among nation’s top candidates for the Wooden Award 

by Rick Eymer

S tanford sophomore Camille 
Gandhi was named Player 
of the Year in the Nor Pac 

Conference on Wednesday as the 
Cardinal field hockey program had 
six players net seven awards at the 
annual awards banquet.

Gandhi became Stanford’s first 
Player of the Year since Michelle 
Scott in 2000. 

Stanford opened the conference 
tournament on Thursday against 
Davidson at Longwood University 
in Farmville, VA.

Freshman Stephanie Byrne earned 
Rookie of the Year honors, the sixth 
consecutive year a Stanford player 
has won the award. 

Gandhi, the conference’s top 
rookie last year, leads the Cardi-
nal in assists (8) and shot attempts 
(41). She has also scored two goals 
for 12 points in 14 games. Gandhi 
missed two games in early October 
to help the USA Under-21 National 
Team to a gold medal at the Junior 
Pan American Games in Mexico 
City. 

Byrne ranks second on the team 
with six goals and 12 points. She 
scored four goals in her first five 
matches of the year.

Gandhi was joined on the First 
Team by sophomore Xanthe Travlos, 
a two-time all-conference player.

Senior Bailey Richardson, junior 
Midori Uehara and redshirt fresh-
man Alessandra Moss were all 
named to the Second Team.

Men’s basketball
Stanford started this week with 

six available scholarships for next 
season. That number has been re-
duced by one, following the com-
mitment of Andy Brown from Mater 
Dei in Santa Ana.

The 6-foot-8, 200-pound Brown 
was the Monarchs’ best player in the 
playoff run that led to CIF section 
and state titles this past winter. He 
scored 18 points in the Division II 
state championship game, a 65-53 
win over Mitty.

Brown, listed as a three-star pow-
er forward, averaged 14.6 points and 
5.9 rebounds while helping Mater 
Dei fashion a 33-4 record and reach 
the state finals for the fourth straight 
season.

Women’s basketball
Stanford center Jayne Appel 

earned a spot on the list of 30 pre-
season candidates for the John R. 
Wooden Award and the Wooden 
Award All-American Team in was 
announced Wednesday.

The list is based on last year’s in-
dividual performance and team re-
cords, and is the early front-runners 
for college basketball’s most presti-
gious honor. 

Appel played a major role in 
Stanford’s 35-4 performance and 
national runnerup finish last year. 
The junior scored 15.4 points per 
game, grabbed a team-leading 8.8 
rebounds a game and shot 58.8 
percent from the floor, a mark that 
ranked eighth in the nation. 

She posted 12 double-doubles and 
set a school single-season record 
with 84 blocked shots.

Men’s water polo
Second-ranked Stanford (4-0, 

20-2) heads south for a pair of 
Mountain Pacific Sports Fed-
eration games this weekend. The 
Cardinal plays at fifth-ranked Pep-
perdine (3-1, 15-5) on Saturday at 
noon.

Stanford is at UC Santa Barbara 
(2-2, 13-8) for a noon start on Sun-
day.

The Cardinal remains a half-
game game of undefeated USC in 
the MPSF standings. The Trojans 
have beaten Stanford twice in tour-

naments this year.
The Cardinal’s nonconference 

win over Santa Clara on Sunday se-
cured the team’s first 20-win season 
in three years.

Menlo School grad Jimmie Sand-
man maintained his conference lead 
with a 4.22 goals-against average 
among all full-time MPSF goal-
keepers.

USC plays at Stanford on Nov. 15 
at 2 p.m., two hours before sched-
uled kickoff between the Trojans’ 
and Cardinal football contest. It is 
Stanford’s final home match of the 

regular season.
Stanford will host the NCAA 

Championships on Dec. 6-7.

Women’s soccer
Sixth-ranked Stanford (7-1, 17-

1-1) completes the regular season 
on Saturday with a 2 p.m. contest 
at California.

Unless UCLA is swept this week-
end, the Cardinal will finish second 
to the Bruins regardless of Satur-
day’s outcome.

Stanford probably will host the 
first weekend of NCAA tournament 

contests despite the strength of West 
Coast soccer. The team learns of its 
postseason fate on Monday at 5 p.m. 
when the selection show airs on ES-
PNEWS.

California is fighting for an at-
large bid in the NCAA tournament, 
and can certainly make its case to 
the selection committee if it can 
beat Stanford. The Golden Bears 
are 10-7-1 overall, and 3-4-1 in the 
conference.

Stanford is ranked among the na-
tion’s top 10 in four of the five team 
statistical categories.■

 pamf.org/thepulse

Learn more at

Every doctor, every diagnostic tool, 
every caregiver in the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation is here because 
of you, for you. We’re here to keep 
you uncommonly healthy and happy. 
And, if ever you need it, we have 
doctors available in Santa Cruz, 
San Mateo, Alameda and Santa 
Clara Counties. Each one, part of an 
intelligent medical foundation with 
a commitment to improving the way 
health care is delivered.
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Marissa Alvarez
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Allie Coleman*
Palo Alto volleyball

Becca Dorst*
Menlo-Atherton water polo

Yvonne Dunlevie
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Brenna Nelsen
Castilleja golf

Audrey Proulx
Pinewood golf & volleyball

David Culpan
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Mark Hudnall
Menlo water polo

Rod Nash
Menlo-Atherton football

Victor Ojeda
Sacred Heart Prep football

Ryan Sakowski
Sacred Heart Prep football

Vaughn Smith* 
Menlo-Atherton football

Honorable mention 

Ally Whitson
Palo Alto High 

The senior outside hitter 
had 34 kills in two league 
volleyball victories before 
producing 49 kills as the 
Vikings went 4-1 and earned 
third place at the Milpitas 
Spikefest II tournament to 
finish off a solid 6-1 week.

Paul Rudolph
Sacred Heart Prep

The senior had four goals in 
two water polo wins to wrap 
up second place in the WCAL 
and then added 12 goals 
during a 3-1 performance to 
help the Gators finish fifth in 
the statewide Finis Memorial 
Cup Tournament.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

www.menloschool.org

Menlo School is an  

independent coeduca-

tional school serving 750 

students in grades six 

through twelve. We offer  

a rigorous, engaging,  

academic curriculum 

complemented by out-

standing creative arts  

and athletics programs.

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.
Middle School Open Houses: 12/4/08 6:30 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 12/7/08 1:00 pm

Extraordinary Eyewear Collections

Expert Contact Lens Fitting

VSP and Flex Accounts Welcome

1805 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650/324-3937

www.luxpaloalto.com

Lux Eyewear’s fi rst designer trunk show 
fashion event. Please come join us on 

Saturday, November 8th 
from 9 am to 5 pm

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE...

Our vendor’s trunks will be brimming 
with the season’s latest fashion eye-
wear styles. Featured vendors will 

include Beausoliel, Daniel Swarovski, 
L.A. Eyeworks, and Silhouette.

DOOR PRIZES
GIFT CARD GIVEAWAYS

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

Think Globally, 
Post Locally.

PREP ROUNDUP

Paly golfer
qualifies

for NorCals
Paly boys, Gunn girls 
run to second places 

in league cross country 
by Keith Peters 

T he fall can be a lonely time for 
Palo Alto golfer Alexandra 
Groetsema, now in her junior 

year. Since Paly doesn’t have a girls’ 
golf team, Groetsema has to prac-
tice and play all by her lonesome. 
That, however, hasn’t hurt her per-
formances.

For the third straight season, 
Groetsema has qualified for the 
CIF NorCal Regional Champion-
ship. This year’s tournament will be 
Monday, Nov. 10 at Corral de Tierra 
Country Club near Salinas.

If her previous performances in 
that tourney are any indication of 
what’s to come, Groetsema should 
be headed for a third straight ap-
pearance in the CIF State Champi-
onships coming up.

Groetsema qualified for NorCals 
by finishing seventh overall (but 
the No. 4 individual) at the Central 
Coast Section Championships on 
Tuesday at Rancho Canada (East) in 
Carmel Valley. She fired a 75.

Paly boys’ golf coach Doyle 
Knight, who officially coaches Gro-
etsema in the spring when she plays 
on his squad, said her round Tuesday 
wasn’t all that great.

“Her shots were all over the place,” 
Knight said. “She has been really 
concentrating on academics. Other 
than the PAL league tournament and 
CCS, she hasn’t played much golf.”

Groetsema was one of 15 local 
golfers competing, but was the only 
player to advance. The next-closest 
to moving on was Pinewood junior 
Audrey Proulx, who shot 77 to finish 
11th before hurring back to school to 
play in a volleyball match.

Castilleja sophomore Brenna 
Nelsen tied for 12th with a 79 and 
Kristen Lee of Menlo School tied for 
30th with an 86.

Cross country
There was little drama offered up 

at the SCVAL El Camino Division 
Championships on Tuesday over the 
hilly 2.95-mile Crystal Springs lay-
out in Belmont.

The Mountain View boys and girls 
came in ranked No. 1 in the CCS 
and lived up to those rankings by 
running away with division titles.

In the boys’ race, the results were 
very true to form as the Spartans 
finished one-two and ran away with 
the team title with just 23 points. A 
perfect race is 15 points.

Mountain View lived up to its 
pre-meet favorite’s role and put four 
runners among the top six plac-
ers. Palo Alto, the defending team 
champion, was second (as expect-
ed) with 54 points and Gunn was 
third with 70.

Mountain View junior Garrett 
Rowe made up for last season’s race 
when he was edged at the finish line 

(continued on next page)
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369 Lytton Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto

462-5903
Family owned and operated

for 15 years

Buy 1 entree
and get the 2nd one

with coupon
(Dinner Only)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission shall 
conduct a special public meeting starting at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, 
November 19, 2008 in the Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 
250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may 
appear and be heard on these items.

All correspondence relating to any of the agenda items below or non-
agenda items, which were not received by the 2:00 PM deadline for 
inclusion into Commission packets on the Thursday preceding the meeting 
date, need to be received before 5:00 PM on the date of the meeting for 
distribution to staff and Commission members. 

Interested persons may appear and be heard.  Staff reports for agendized 
items are available via the City’s main website at www.cityofpaloalto.org 
under Agendas/Minutes/Reports and also at the Planning Division Front 
Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Thursday preceding the 
meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the Development Center 
should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

NEW BUSINESS.
Public Hearing:

1.  3401, 3415 and 3445 Alma Street*:  Request by Trestle Alma 
LLC and Greenbriar Homes Communities, Inc. for approval of 
a tentative map to subdivide three lots into separate parcels for a 
commercial building, a 14-unit residential and commercial mixed 
use condominium building, 37 residences, private streets and park 
land with public access easements.  Environmental Assessment:  A 
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been adopted in accordance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements.  Zoning 
District:  Planned Community (PC) 4956.

2.  Ordinance Limiting Long-Term Stays for Hotels:   Review and 
recommendation to City Council to adopt an ordinance amending 
Sections 18.16.060(D) (Neighborhood, Community, and Service 
Commercial Zoning Districts), 18.18.060(D) (Downtown Commercial 
Zoning Districts), 18.30D (Hotel Combining District) and 18.34.050 
(Pedestrian and Transit Oriented Development Combining District) 
of Title 18 (Zoning) of the Municipal Code regarding development 
criteria for hotel development, particularly relative to long-term 
stays.  Environmental Assessment: Categorically Exempt per section 
15305 (Class 5) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Meeting of October 29, 2008

NEXT MEETING:  Meeting of December 10, 2008

Questions.  Any questions regarding the above applications, please 
contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441.  The files relating to these 
items are available for inspection weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM.  Audio tapes are available at 329-2440 and video tapes 
of meetings are available with the City Clerk’s at 329-2571.  This public 
meeting is televised live on Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 
disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, services 
or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the 
City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by 
e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams, Interim Planning Director

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commission

by Paly’s Philip MacQuitty. This 
time Rowe won comfortably over 
MacQuitty by 29 seconds in 14:56. 
MacQuitty, still recovering from a 
sprained ankle, was a solid third in 
15:25. Mountain View junior Ian 
Myjer pushed Rowe this time while 
finishing second in 14:57. Gunn 
junior Paul Summers was fifth in 
15:40.

“The boys are starting to put it to-
gether,” said Gunn coach Ernie Lee. 
“The league results are a little mis-
leading due to the strength of Moun-
tain View and Paly, but this is one 
of the fastest teams in Gunn history 
— faster than both CCS champions 
from 2001 and 2002.”

The top four teams will advance 
to the CCS championships on Nov. 
15 at Toro Park in Salinas, with the 
top three squads there advancing to 
the CIF State Championships.

In the girls’ race, any drama there 
might have been disappeared when 
Mountain View put all five of its 
scorers among the first nine finish-
ers on Tuesday.

The dominating finish gave 
Mountain View 25 points and the 
division crown as expected. The 
Gunn girls finished second, also ex-
pected, with 42 points as junior Lisa 
Fawcett finished third in a personal 
best of 18:45 and senior Allegra 
Mayer took fourth in 18:46. Senior 
Joanne Reid helped the Titans with 
her eighth-place finish of 19:17.

Palo Alto, meanwhile, was third 
with 80 points as Gracie Cain fin-
ished 10th in 19:20 to lead the 
Vikings.■

(continued from previous page)
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It’s about time you  
have the best home  
phone service.
Get a whole lot more at a rate that just won’t quit!

Limited to residential customers in participating Comcast systems in wired and serviceable locations. Service, features and pricing are subject to change. Equipment and installation charges, taxes, Regulatory Recovery Fee and other 
charges (e.g., toll and international calling) extra. Service is subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions of service. Comcast Digital Voice® Local with More™ pricing applies to direct-dialed local calls from home. Additional charges 
apply for calls beyond coverage area. Separate long distance carrier connections and dial around calling not available. Activation fee may apply to Comcast Digital Voice.® Comcast Digital Voice ® service (including 911/emergency services) 
may not function after an extended power outage. Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with Digital Voice services. EMTA required ($3.00/month from Comcast). Call 1-800-COMCAST for restrictions and complete 
details. Comcast ©2008. All rights reserved.  6531_CCWB_Almanac 

1-800-COMCAST

N
O

T an introductory rate!

Comcast  
Digital Voice®

Local with More™

Per Month, Every Month

Unlimited 
Local 

Calling

Includes
12 Calling 
Features

IIInnnnncc
112222

$2495
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