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YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT CALIFORNIAMOVES.COM

MARGOT GOODMAN
650.917.4218

PEGGY LEE
650.917.4233

HANNELORE BLANCHARD
650.917.4209

DONNA LIU
650.917.4294

MARGE BOSETTI
650.947.2218

CINDY MATTISON
650.917.4305

ROBERT BRANDEN
650.917.4210

SHILPA MERCHANT
650.917.4302

LOLLIE GILBERT
650.917.4390

JASMIN MIN
650.917.4310

AFSIE & SIA
650.917.4224

MARLYS POWELL 
& POLLY NEUMANN

650.464.2812

YASEMIN RICHARDSON
650.917.4321

BRYAN ROBERTSON
650.917.4269

SATYA
650.917.4309

KAREN SCHEEL
650.917.4257

KAREN QUAID
650.947.2258

DOLORES SHAW
650.947.2274

MARLI SZPALLER
650.917.4253

PRITI WHATLEY
650.947.2276

DANA WILLSON
6590.917.4256

ELLIE ZIAS
650.947.2275

FRED HIBBERT
MANAGING BROKER

650.948.0456

STEVE SCHECK
650.947.2265

BEA WALLER
650.917.4343

C O L D W E L L   B A N K E R
S E R V I N G  P A L O  A L T O  B U Y E R S  A N D  S E L L E R S
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CRYSTAL
a fine name in cabinetry
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No cookie-cutter kitchen
Baker enjoys updated function, historical integrity I Page 6A

Forward-thinking green
Design, eco-planning hold up over time I Page 8A

Environmentally friendly
Remodel brings home into greener 21st century I Page 12A

On the cover: Positioning the house was very impor-
tant to assure the home stays naturally cool, with little 
need for air caonditioning. Photo by Dasja Dolan.
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by Carol Blitzer/
photos by Marjan Sadoughi

“I love to bake cookies and 
cookies take counter 
space,” says the owner of a 

1930s bungalow in Old Mountain 
View.
 Tired of spreading her cookies 
to cool on her washer and dryer, 
Donna called in Susan Davis, 
of Spectrum Fine Homes in 
Mountain View, who had already 
helped her update a bathroom.
 Donna was also upset with the 
perpetually grungy grout between 
the old tiles on the kitchen coun-
ter. “I don’t like dirt. ... I’m certain 
there were things from 1942 that 
could jump out and get me,” she 
says with a smile.
 The lack of counter space was 
further impacted by a large, low 
window that faced the front of 
the house. Donna had placed her 
microwave on an old TV stand in 
front, both blocking the light from 

No cookie-cutter kitchen
Baker enjoys updated function, historical integrity
the window and making the back 
of the microwave visible from her 
front porch.
 Spectrum’s design eliminated the 
window, offering a space to house 
the new KitchenAid refrigerator. 
Today a drop-in Dacor stove boasts 
EuroStone Jaipur Anis honed-
quartz counters on each side.
 Donna was drawn to the honed 
quartz because it “looked old and 
flawed,” she says, pointing to the 
texture and patterns in the stone. 
 “I wanted to change the type of 
counter but it was important to 
keep it architecturally historic, to 
maintain the look of 1938 but func-
tion like a 2008 kitchen,” she says.
 Contrasting with the stone is 
a backsplash of multi-colored 
horizontal slate bricks (Lotus Multi 
from Elon Tile and Stone), each 
brick a little different in color and 

texture.
 When Donna came home one 
day, she found the tile-setter just 
beginning to lay out the pattern of 
the bricks when something caught 

Goal of project: 
Update nearly original kitchen 

and laundry room

Hidden costs:  
Had to remove asbestos 

in old linoleum

Year house built: 
1938

Size of home: 
About 1,150 sq ft

Time to complete:  
About six months

Budget:
About $100,000

Above, the new kitchen features white-painted cabinets, oak floors and a farmer’s 
sink, as well as plenty of honed-quartz counter space. Inset, the microwave was 
placed in a lower cabinet, covered with a drop-down door, to free up more counter 
space.
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342 State Street, Los Altos, CA 94022 

650-948-0198

Whimsical, adorable
KrinkleS 

for all seasons 
available now at

Fine Gifts and Jewelry 
From Around the World.

CollectionsBK

Enjoy the garden of your dreams today!

Call for a free consultation Ca. Lic. #748758

408.871.8800      www.martinalandscape.com
Serving clients on the San Francisco Peninsula since 1947

Custom Residential 
Design/Build 
Landscape Contractor

& maintenance

her eye. She was delighted to 
have spotted a fossil in one of 
the bricks. When the tile-setter 
asked where she’d like it, she left 
the decision up to him — and 
was truly pleased he placed it just 
above the stove where she can 
enjoy it daily.
 Finding asbestos in the old 
flooring wasn’t really a surprise, 
once Bob Davis removed a piece 
for analysis. A haz-mat team ultimately removed it all, 
before installing the new oak flooring that blends with 
the adjoining living/dining room.
 Custom-made cabinets are painted white, with 
Restoration Hardware drawer pulls. By placing the 
microwave, as well as a one-drawer dishwasher, in 
lower cabinets, Donna gained even more counter 
space.
 Donna points to details that make the kitchen 
special: Davis designed crown molding to transition 
between upper cabinets and the ceiling, as well as a 
rounded edge to the slate bricks and a mitered corner 
near the window.
 It was Donna who found the slate bricks in a maga-
zine, but Davis who suggested matching the grout to 
the honed quartz, rather than white. Again, Davis sug-
gested using roller window shades, but Donna found a 
company that stenciled them — and figured out how 
to hang them without hiding the molding that was 
milled to match the rest of the house.
 Donna added the gingko-patterned ceramic soap 
dispenser that looks right at home near the gingko-
stenciled shades.
 All the lighting in the kitchen is fluorescent, from the 
recessed cam over the sink to the under-counter lights 
and the overhead school-room light fixture.
 For the adjacent laundry room, the main change was 
to hide the water heater inside a vented cabinet. A new, 
sturdy back door was added, and the old hardware was 
re-used (after adding a new patina).
 The only goal not met was to find a place to store 

continued on page 15a

Attention to detail ranged from the custom crown mold-
ings to the slate switchplates.
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by Kathy Schrenk / 
photos by Dasja Dolan

Just when “rolling blackouts” 
were becoming part of the 
California lexicon,  Carol and 

Lee Lippert’s Portola Valley cli-
ents were getting ready to build 
a new home. It made sense for 
them to go all-green with the 
project “before green was the new 
black,” as Carol Lippert says.
 Situated on two acres at the end 
of a cul-de-sac, the house show-
cases many of the green design 
and building strategies that are 
becoming commonplace today.
 The most important and most 
basic green design element is the 
position of the house on the lot, 
says Lee Lippert, architect with 
the firm he runs with his wife, 
Carol. Great care was taken to 
determine how the house should 
be oriented.
 With a scale model of the 
steeply sloping site and a work-up 
of what the house would likely 
look like, the Lipperts went to 
the PG&E Energy Center in San 
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D E S I G N ,  E C O - P L A N N I N G  H O L D  U P  O V E R  T I M EFORWARD-THINKING GREEN
continued on next page

Above, New landscaping is drought-tolerant, and conserved most of the 
live oaks on the property. Right, The fireplace surround, which looks like 
stone, is made of recycled concrete veneer. Far right, The owners stayed 
in the 600-square-foot guest house during the entire two-year construc-
tion process. 

Top of page: Left, Green elements in the kitchen/great room range from 
light-reflecting windows to the ceiling beams, made of reclaimed timber 
from an old Chevy plant. Upper right, The building angle was adjusted 
and eaves extended to allow maximum sunlight in winter and minimum in 
summer. Lower right, The main house forms a V-shape around a garden 
that prominently features falling water.



H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

continued from previous page

 10a  FALL 2008 | home+garden design

Francisco. They placed the model 
on a heliodrome, a machine that 
tilted and rotated under a light 
source representing the sun to show 
how the light would fall in differ-
ent times of the day and year. The 
building angle was adjusted and 

eaves were extended to allow maxi-
mum sunlight into the house in the 
winter and minimum in the sum-
mer.
 Thanks to this careful position-
ing, the house stays naturally cool 
enough that the owners only need 
to use the air conditioning for 

about an hour a day during the 
summer. To take full advantage of 
the positioning, the house forms 
a V-shape around a garden that 
prominently features falling water. 
 The home replaced an older, 
Eichler-esque house that was sur-
rounded by thirsty landscaping. 
In building the new house, the 
Lipperts and their clients re-used 
much furniture from the previous 
home, as well as some landscape 
elements, such as a climbing rose 
that wraps around one corner of 
the long porch. The new landscap-
ing is drought-tolerant, and the 
orientation of the house saved vir-
tually all the live oaks on the prop-
erty.
 The Lipperts included as many 
other green design elements as they 
could, considering what was avail-
able six to seven years ago. They 
installed windows that reflect sun-
light to keep cooling costs down; 
these are virtually standard now, 
but were uncommon then.  They 
are also relatively local, coming 

“Experience The Magic 
 at  Ladera Garden & Gif ts”

|  1520 Tacoma Way, Redwood City, CA 94063  |  Tel: 650-216-9600  |

|  www.baywestbuilders.com  |

The owners chose to re-use much of the furniture from their previous home,  
as a way to conserve energy — and because they liked it. 
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from Bend, Ore. 
 The stone-look fireplace is actu-
ally recycled concrete veneer made 
in San Francisco. 
 They shipped reclaimed granite 
from Vermont, which was con-
sidered easier on the environment 
than mining new locally, Lee 
Lippert says. The ceiling beams 
in the kitchen great room are 
reclaimed timber from a Buffalo, 
N.Y., Chevrolet plant. 
 The owners just had solar panels 
installed in the last year. They had 
considered installing solar panels 
and radiant floor heating in the 
beginning, but found that it was 
more economical and efficient to 
use traditional heating methods 
and no solar, but keep elements 
like the house orientation, efficient 
windows and green insulation. 
When energy prices started going 
up again, they decided to install the 
solar panels.
 One of the most significant fea-
tures of the property is the guest 
house, down the hill and across the 

pool from the main house. Though 
it’s practically a tenth the size of 
the main house at 600 square feet, 
it has become near and dear to the 
residents. They decided to renovate 
the cottage before the new house 
was built — the thought being that, 
if they liked it enough, they would 
live there during construction. 
They had reservations initially, but 
ended up staying in the tiny cottage 
for the entire two-year construc-
tion process. Now the building is 
a retreat treasured by the owners’ 
adult children. 
 The diminutive house is dis-
tinctly Japanese, right down to 
the rice-paper doors. It features a 
sunken sitting room across from 
a 7- by 4-foot kitchen. Two small 
sheds just outside the building pro-
vided a clothes closet and a pantry 
while the owners lived there. It was 
a challenge, especially when it came 
to cooking, but meant they saved 
thousands of dollars on rent during 
construction and could keep an eye 
on the progress of the project. 

Resources:
Architect: Lee Lippert, Lippert & 
Lippert Design, 580 Hawthorne 
Ave., Palo Alto, 650-323-5961
Building contractor: Loerke & 
Cresci, 2016 Eucalyptus Ave., San 
Carlos, 650-593-2196
Interior designer: Carol Lippert, 
ASID, Assoc. AIA, Lippert & 
Lippert

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Goal of project:
Build a highly eco-friendly 

home — before green building 
and design were trendy

Unexpected problems/
hidden costs: 

The pool leaked; the solar pan-
els didn’t make financial sense 

until 2007.

Year house built: 
2002

Size of home, lot: 
4,600 sq ft on 2-acre lot

Time to complete:  
Two years
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by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dasja Dolan

When Johanna and Olaf Kaestner decided to cut 
back on energy consumption in their 1950s Green 
Acres tract house, they found themselves re-as-

sessing the whole design. The list of negatives started to grow: 
The house lacked insulation, all windows were single-paned 
and the kitchen was tiny.
 Much had changed since they purchased the Palo Alto 
home in 1986, including acquiring in-laws who enjoyed cook-
ing with them. Earlier remodels had expanded the family 
room, small office and deck. They updated the bathrooms in 

Environmentally  
friendly Remodel brings 

home into  
greener 21st 
century

Top and left, A curved wall faces the front door, separating the entry from the kitchen, which features IKEA ash  
cabinets. Right, A tall NanaWall separates the dining room from the backyard and deck. 



1992.
 Working with designer Deborah Marks and archi-
tect Michael Chacon, they soon had their new home 
mostly planned — but were stymied by the roofline. 
Marks took them to a lecture at Design Within Reach 
in Burlingame, which inspired them to try popping up 
the roof.
 Today one enters facing a curving wall, with a niche 
for future art (now a dandelion in a pot). Behind the 
wall is a huge kitchen, the new center of the home, 
under a soaring ceiling — 18 feet tall — with a sky-
light and transoms.
 “We open the windows at night and it releases the 
hot air,” Kaestner says, adding that the house stays 
about 72 degrees, without air conditioning.
 Kaestner credits her husband, an engineer, with 
designing the kitchen with its light ash cabinets from 
IKEA and dark gray CaesarStone countertop. He even 
strung wire like a clothesline, from which spotlights 
hang over the island.
 Highlights of the large, airy kitchen are frosted-glass 
cabinet fronts, Bosch appliances — including a warm-
ing drawer and combined microwave/convection oven 
— and a stainless-steel backsplash.
 Cool gray tones set the calm mood from the first 
steps indoors over recycled concrete tiles. Accent col-

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1985

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

“ At Rebholtz Mechanical, we seek a ‘long term’ 
relationship with every customer, based on trust. 
Honesty, technical expertise and commitment to 
customer education define our company.”

– Michael A. Rebholtz

Greatly Reduce  
Your Utility Costs

Log-on to: www.rebholtz.com to learn more!

Lic. #706791

751 Warrington Ave., Redwood City, CA

650-368-3456
Bonded & Insured

Comfort Specialist™
Commitment Reliability SatisfactionWe Sell Energy Star

  95% Efficiency Two Stage 
Variable Speed Furnace

  24 Hour Service
  Ask about FREE 
Financing for 12 months

continued on next page

The core of the remodeled home soars 18 feet, mainly 
above the entry, kitchen and dining room.
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ors — a yellow wall, a violet sofa — 
were inspired by Sunset Magazine, 
and replicated in low-VOC (vola-
tile-organic-compound) paints by 
Kelly-Moore.
 Instead of the big brick-trimmed 
fireplace dominating the fam-
ily room, a long concrete-tiled 
bench surrounds the built-in gas 
fireplace. The ceiling was lowered, 
but the great room feels large and 
open with its skylight and bamboo 
floors.
 Little was changed in the living 
room, except a larger window and 
a new fireplace surround made 

of gray concrete tiles and built-in 
recessed shelves. Spaces were cre-
ated for family favorites, including 
Olaf’s piano and Johanna’s antique 
family dresser. “The architect 
worked around the pieces,” she 
says.
 The adjacent dining room fea-
tures a pass-through from the 
kitchen, with glass doors from 
Germany on tracks “like a barn 
door,” Kaestner says. The glass is 
similar to the green glass top of 
their French Extensia table by Ligne 
Roset.
 At first, the Kaestners were con-
cerned that the dining room was 

too big, “but we think it’s very bal-
anced,” she says.
 A NanaWall exterior folding door 
separates the dining room from the 
backyard and deck. “That’s why we 
have IKEA. What we spent on the 
door, we saved on the cabinets,” 
Kaestner says.
 But the view is worth emphasiz-
ing, as the house backs up to Adobe 
Creek. Landscaping this fall will 
complete the remodel.
 The Kaestners put a lot of 
thought into air circulation, heat-
ing and cooling, as well as water 
heating. They opted for a tankless 
water heater, wall radiators in the 
bedrooms and bathrooms — and 
instant hot water.
 Another issue was simplifying: 
“We incorporated a lot of art we 
had, but we took a lot off too,” 
Kaestner says. A collection of 
Dresden drawings simply didn’t fit.
 Although it was difficult, 
Kaestner acknowledges that her 
husband did come around and is 
enjoying their green-inspired  
home. 

Resources:
Architect: Michael Chacon, MAC 
Architecture/Construction, 4189 
Cherry Oaks Place, Palo Alto, 650-
521-0109, www.mac-archcon.com
Interior designer: Deborah Marks, 
deborah marks interior design, Los 
Altos, 408-738-5690, www.mark-
sinteriors.com
Building contractor: Howard 
Lamcke, Campbell, 408-377-7001 

h+g

Goal of project/ 
design challenge: 

Use many green elements in 
remodel, create larger kitchen, 

entrance

Unexpected problems/
hidden costs:

Need to shore up foundation, 
move out during construction

Year house built:
1954

Size of home: 
Now 2,800 sf, 3 br, 2.5 ba

Time to complete: 
About 11 months

continued from previous page

The family room feels large and airy with its huge skylight, a long concrete-
tiled bench that fronts the built-in gas fireplace and bamboo floors.

Collaboration between the owners, architect and designer brought about a 
CaesarStone-covered island, with lighting dangling from delicate tracks. Natural 
light streams in through high interior windows. A pass-through opening connects 
the kitchen and dining room.



recyclables, but Donna feels the main priorities were 
satisfied: “It looks authentic, it’s easy to keep clean and 
there’s plenty of cookie-counter space,” she says. 

Resources:
Design/Build: Susan & Bob Davis, (Gemma Clark, 
designer), Spectrum Fine Homes, 188 S. Whisman 
Road, Bldg. A, Mountain View; 650-960-2449; www.
SpectrumFineHomes.com
Backsplash: Elon Tile and Stone, New York; www.elon-
tile.com
Cabinets: Wood Connection, San Jose; 408-971-2710
Window shades: Ann Wallace, Los Angeles; www.
annwallace.com
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS

specializing in new construction, additions and remodels

CUSTOM CABINETMAKERS

specializing in residential cabinetry and furniture

2570 leghorn street, unit d, mountain view ca 94043

650-960-3447 

We are the builders of beautiful gardens 
for homeowners and prominent designers for 33 years. 

Show us your design, or let us help you design your garden. 
Call us for an appointment and an unconditional consultation.

We will surprise you!

Vacationing   IN YOUR PROPERTY!

(650) 324-3033 or (408) 371-4477
www.modernlandscapinginc.com

MODERN LANDSCAPING, INC.

AWARD WINNING
CONTRACTOR MEMBER OF

CLCA

650.968.7666
1910 W. El Camino Real

Mountain View, CA
(In the Cost-Plus Shopping Center)

www.thebathroominc.com

TheBath
Room
Since 1979

OUR PROJECT MANAGER IS ON-SITE DAILY

Innovation & Beauty
We provide ONE-STOP service and guidance 
through the entire remodel process including:
Design | Tearout | Material Selection | Complete Installation

(650) 482-9090  FAX (650) 234-1045

License #907806

20 Years of Unmatched Excellence
www.djmccannconstruction.com

continued from page 7a
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The Best In Furniture...
The Lowest In Prices.

Beautiful Designer furniture at consignment prices.

Danville
1901 Camino Ramon
925 866 6164

San Rafael
863 E. Francisco
415-456-2765

San Mateo
1888 South Norfork
650 577 8979

Saratoga
600 El Paseo de Saratoga
408 871 8890

Mt. View
141 El Camino Real
650 964 7212

Additional locations in Yorba Linda, Laguna Niguel, Las Vegas, Folsom, Foothill Ranch, Roseville, Newport Beach, and Austin


