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© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
Kaelyn was a resilient 12 year-old when she was diagnosed with Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 
(ALL). At her community hospital, she began a diffi cult 26-month treatment with very good odds. 
But, 20 months into treatment, Kaelyn’s cancer returned and wasn’t backing down. 

With nearly all hope lost, Kaelyn and her family were referred to Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital for a life-saving bone marrow transplant. With care teams specially trained to support 
pediatric patients and an environment designed just for children, the surroundings met all of 
her needs—medical and emotional alike. Over several months, groundbreaking treatment and 
dedicated providers gradually restored not only Kaelyn’s health, but also her family’s hope. 

Almost nine years later, Kaelyn is fully recovered, working on a bachelor’s degree and building on 
her dreams of interior design. Her battle with leukemia long behind her, Kaelyn is free to focus 
on the promise of her future. Visit www.lpch.org for more information.

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

KAELYN
LEUKEMIA 
SURVIVOR

CURRENTLY: 
DESIGNING 
HER FUTURE

© 2008 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

A 7.5-acre composting operation 
shouldn’t stay in the Baylands, 
the Palo Alto Parks and Rec-

reation Commission unanimously 
recommended Tuesday night. In-

stead, the acreage should be added 
to adjacent Byxbee Park in 2011 as 
planned, the group said. 

“I feel like the cost to our com-
munity is too high,” Commissioner 

Deirdre Crommie said.
The commission vote runs counter 

to the city staff’s recommendation 
to keep the composting operation 
where it has been for more than a 
quarter century. Having to truck the 
city’s 21,000 tons of green waste to a 
regional composting facility and on 
to Gilroy would generate 1,100 tons 
of greenhouse-gas emissions each 

year, among other problems, Public 
Works Department staff members 
have estimated. 

The commission Tuesday instead 
urged the city to re-examine other 
potential composting locations in 
town and consider switching to 
a less land-intensive composting 
process.

The decision followed the com-

mission’s initial hearing on com-
posting last week, when most 
attendees spoke in favor of continu-
ing composting in the Baylands, at 
the end of Embarcadero Road.

The city is evaluating whether to 
retain a green waste (grass, leaves, 
small woody material) composting 

Unanimous decision counters momentum  
to keep green-waste operation on landfill site

by Becky Trout

O le Christensen’s blue-green 
eyes overflowed with tears 
last week as he talked about 

the 23 years he has serviced Palo 
Altans’ cars at Ole’s Car Shop, lo-
cated just south of downtown.

“I love serving people in Palo 
Alto,” he said, wiping the tears 

from his cheeks. “I think it’s kind 
of more like a friendship. ... I’ve 
developed a long-term friendship 
with the community.”

Christensen, 57, will retire Fri-
day to a life of travel, studying his 
genealogy, fishing and public ser-
vice, possibly building or design-

ing homes in New Orleans with 
Habitat for Humanity, he said.

Christensen is shutting his doors 
to make way for 101 low-income 
housing units for families and 
seniors in the block along Alma 
Street between Homer and Chan-
ning avenues. Gone will be the days 
of practical jokes (he taped plastic 
packing pillows to tires, set to pop 
when employees backed up cars); 
the dog tricks by his miniature 
schnauzers Bobbie and Murphy; 
and chasing down rats that traveled 
into the shop in client’s cars (after 
chewing up engine wires).

A $4 million deal closed Aug. 
1, with the property purchased 
through a joint partnership be-
tween the City of Palo Alto, Eden 
Housing, Inc. and Community 
Housing Alliance, Inc. accord-

ing to Christensen’s second wife, 
Cindy.

Christensen agreed to the deal 
in part because of a divorce agree-
ment between him and his first 
wife, which stipulated the build-
ing was to be sold when a good 
offer came in, and no later than 
2011, he said.

Ole’s shop will be replaced by 
retail and office space, topped by 
four stories of apartments. Palo 
Alto Hardware will occupy part 
of that space, in a land swap for 
its corner at Channing Avenue, 
according to Andrea Papanastas-
siou, director of development for 
Eden Housing.

One thing Christensen won’t 
miss are the freak accidents he’s 

End of the road  
for Ole’s Car Shop

Longtime University South fixture  
makes way for families, seniors

by Sue Dremann

A confident 
Skelly heads 
into new year
Goals range from improving 
math to re-thinking school 
sizes and attendance areas 

by Arden Pennell

W hat a difference a year 
makes. 

Instead of a newcomer 
vowing to improve communication, 
win trust and help heal a wounded 
school district, Superintendent 
Kevin Skelly addressed Palo Alto’s 
Board of Education Tuesday night 
as an insider and teammate.

“My sense is we’re working very 
effectively as a team. I’m enjoying 
my work with you tremendously,” 
Skelly told board members.

It was the first meeting of the new 
school year. In Skelly’s remarks, 
gone was last year’s list of personal 
goals on entering a district rocked 
by community crises and the retire-
ment of a controversial prior super-
intendent. 

In its place was a clear-cut vision 
of the coming year’s priorities. 

The goals touched on issues 
from improving math teaching to 
eliminating the current school-size 
policy.

That vision was based on the 
district’s new 12-year Strategic 
Plan, whose creation Skelly helped 
guide through more than 30 drafts 
while soliciting feedback from ev-
ery community member imagin-
able last year — from nonprofits 
to principals. 

He was aiming for transparency 
and trust, he said repeatedly. 

On Tuesday, Skelly used the pro-
noun “we” almost exclusively, rath-
er than the “I” frequently invoked 
while he smiled through numerous 
introductions to the curious commu-
nity last year.

The updated behavior protocols 
between the board and superinten-
dent also reflected the feeling of 
having successfully come together.

The protocols were established 

Ole and Cindy Christensen share a laugh with a longtime customer at Ole’s Car Shop on Alma Street in Palo Alto, which will be closing  
Friday after 23 years. 
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Upfront

Noisy Labor Day weekend ahead at train station
Caltrain will embark on round-the-clock maintenance and construc-

tion at its California Avenue station during the Labor Day weekend.
Work crews will start Friday at 10:30 p.m. and finish Monday at 4 

p.m., according to Caltrain.
They will remove and replace existing worn rails, ties and ballast 

(gravel) on the northbound track, Caltrain’s Ellen Glover, construction-
outreach specialist, stated in a letter to residents.

Neighbors of the station may hear noise from heavy machinery, 
Glover stated. Machines are also expected to stir up large quantities of 
dust. Large lights will also be used.

Night-time work is necessary to increase efficiency, maintain worker 
and passenger safety and lessen the impact on the train schedule, she 
noted. 

On-track construction and maintenance machines must run at full 
throttle to work properly, she said. 

The work is part of a $35 million construction project, now halfway 
completed, on both the California Avenue and Palo Alto stations. The 
purpose of the project, which started almost a year ago, is to enhance 
track capacity and rail safety and to meet the requirements of the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

This weekend’s construction work was originally planned for three 
weekends. It was compressed into one longer weekend, to hopefully 
reduce the impact on the neighborhood, Glover said.

Caltrain has reassured nearby residents that they will work as quickly 
and quietly as possible. Night work by the commuter rail line has been 
minimal during this major construction project. Out of the 303 con-
struction days, approximately 26 have involved night work.

Caltrain will continue its train schedule during the work. Passen-
gers are to board the trains on the southbound platform at California 
station.

More information on the construction work is available at the Cal-
train website, www.caltrain.com. 

—Johanna Toivio

IRS investigates Palo Alto dry cleaner
AJ’s Cleaners was temporarily closed by federal agents Thursday 

while they executed a search warrant.
At least eight agents of the Criminal Investigation Division of the 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) could be seen at the shop gathering 
records and paperwork. 

The dry cleaner, located on Middlefield Road near Loma Verde Av-
enue in Palo Alto, would be closed for a few hours, one agent said, 
while the search warrant was being executed. 

Several customers were turned away from the business.
“There is nothing we can comment on at this time,” Arlette Lee, 

public information officer of the IRS, said. “Everything’s under seal.” 
The business owner could not be reached for comment by press 

time. 
—Don Kazak

Fifth person arrested in MV double murder
Mountain View police announced the arrest Thursday morning of 

Kim Thien Pham, a suspect in the June 28 double murder of a brother 
and sister.

Detectives received a tip that Pham would be attempting to flee the 
state following media coverage Wednesday of four other arrests in the 
case, Mountain View police spokeswoman Liz Wylie said. 

Officers apprehended her as she attempted to take a flight out of 
Norman Y. Mineta San Jose International Airport around 10 a.m. 
Thursday.

She has been booked into Santa Clara County jail on two counts of 
murder and one count of conspiracy to commit murder.

Maria Teresa Sanchez-Aquino, 27, and her brother Omar Aquino, 
24, were found shot to death the morning of June 28 in their Plymouth 
Street home, Mountain View police Sgt. Ken Leal said.

On Aug. 21, three suspects were arrested in the case, Leal said. Fre-
mont police detectives arrested Nicory Marquis Spann, 18. Victoria 
Frances Thompson, 20, was arrested in Morgan Hill on a warrant. A 
15-year-old girl was also arrested. 

A fourth suspect, Michael David Adams, 20, was taken into custody 
at the Valley Fair Mall in San Jose last Friday.

Two other suspects remain at large: 20-year-old Kenneth Ivory 
Thomas of Campbell and a 17-year-old girl whose name has not been 
released. They are considered armed and dangerous because the hand-
gun used in the murders has yet to be located.

Leal said his detectives still don’t know which of the suspects 
fired the shots that killed the siblings. He also would not confirm 
whether all seven suspects were at the home at the time of the 
shooting.

Of the seven suspects, only two are not charged with murder, Leal 
said. Thompson and the 17-year-old girl are both facing charges of 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

News Digest
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www.istp.org
151 Laura Lane
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Marcia was born in Petaluma.  She was a second generation American 
whose beloved grandfather, Knut Anderson emigrated from Sweden in 1902 
and became a successful San Francisco real estate developer.   Marcia was 
a graduate of Mills College, where she studied history.  After marriage and 
motherhood, she began a successful career as an Interior Designer and was 
a member of the Peninsula chapter of ASID since 1984.  Beginning from 
a tiny office in her home, she and her business partner Steven Stein built 
one of the top design firms in the Bay Area.  Together they helped to create 
beautiful homes in the San Francisco Bay Area, as well as Carmel, Aspen, 
and Kauai, and won many prestigious awards, including ASID Designer 
of the Year, and the Sunset Magazine Award of Excellence in 2000. They 
wrote a design column for the Palo Alto Weekly, and their work appeared 
in publications including California Home and Design, Aspen Sojourner, 
Sunset, Better Homes & Gardens, Victorian Interiors and Gentry.   Marcia 
also shared her gift for design as an instructor at West Valley College.

Marcia had a passion and a gift for creating beauty.  Her enchanting 
garden is a place of joy for those fortunate enough to visit, or just pass by.  
She cherished her family and was a source of constant support to those she 
loved.  Her gracefulness and special style will be missed profoundly.  She 
will always be in the hearts of her sister and brother-in-law Sally and Mark 
Baumwell of Anguilla, her brother and sister-in-law Ross and Sherrie Miller 
of Petaluma, and her sons and their families, Chris and Eileen Armstrong 
of Pleasanton, and Jon and Melanie Armstrong of Nashville.  She will be 
especially missed by her beloved granddaughters, Charlotte and Claire, 
into whose lives she brought so much magic, and by her precious grandson 
Evan.
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Upfront

Curtis to return to Children’s Theatre Friday 
Longtime program assistant will receive back wages and be reinstated

by Becky Trout

R ichard Curtis, who was fired 
in June, is again the program 
assistant of the Palo Alto Chil-

dren’s Theatre, according to a settle-
ment reached Tuesday afternoon. 

“All of us in the theater commu-
nity have waited a long time for this 
day,” said Ralph King, spokesman 
for the nonprofit Friends of the Palo 
Alto Children’s Theatre. 

On Friday, Curtis, 42, will rejoin 
Costume Supervisor Alison Wil-
liams and Advising Artistic Director 
Pat Briggs for the first time since the 
three, along with the late Michael 
Litfin, were placed on administrative 
leave Jan. 24 in relation to a criminal 
embezzlement investigation.

Curtis was fired, however, for ac-
cessing his theater computer while 
on leave and for not answering a 
question asked by the administra-
tive investigator. 

As a penalty for accessing his com-
puter on Feb. 16, the day before Lit-
fin’s memorial service at the theater, 
Curtis was assigned a 30-day unpaid 
suspension, which ended July 24.

The city will pay Curtis’ wages 
and benefits from July 24 until the 
present, the agreement states.

“It’s good for Richard to be able 
to get back to what he loves doing,” 

former union leader Phil Plymale 
said Tuesday. “We think there is an 
importance, too, for the city to heal 
this black eye that’s been festering 
for months and months.”

The settlement was reached Tues-
day, in outgoing City Manager Frank 
Benest’s final week. Incoming City 
Manager Jim Keene starts his job 
next Tuesday. 

The settlement acknowledges 
that “Curtis has not been charged 
with mishandling cash in violation 
of criminal law, nor has there been 
any finding that Curtis violated cur-
rent city policy with respect to cash 
handling.”

He will return to the same posi-
tion, which has a salary of $70,000 
— although Curtis earned $84,000 
in 2007 due to overtime.

Yet the city is in the process of re-
organizing the Children’s Theatre, a 
process that is not directed at Curtis 
but may result in a change in his du-
ties, the agreement states.

The agreement and all records re-
lated to the termination will be re-
moved from Curtis’ personnel file 
in 2010, the agreement states.

The city and Curtis, represented 
by the union, continue to disagree, 
yet chose to resolve the clash “to 

save the time and expense” of ar-
bitration or possible litigation, the 
agreement states.

Curtis had intended to appeal the 
termination to an outside arbitra-
tor, a process that takes as long as a 
year, Plymale has said.

Curtis has managed the box office 
since 1995. He was placed on leave 
Jan. 24 because some of the travel-
er’s checks found in the theater and 
stolen from the theater were made 
out in his name. 

Yet he was not named in the crim-
inal affidavits as an embezzlement 
suspect.

Curtis reportedly was quite shak-
en by the conditions of the admin-
istrative leave, which prevented him 
from working or from speaking with 
his colleagues and close friends. 

He said he accessed his comput-
er to obtain records requested by 
the police. The “insubordination” 
charge stemmed from an interview 
with the administrative investigator. 
Curtis was advised not to answer a 
question by the union’s worksite or-
ganizer, Plymale said.

By signing the agreement, Curtis 
agreed not to sue the city. 
Staff Writer Becky Trout can be e-
mailed at btrout@paweekly.com. 

PALO ALTO ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board in-
tends to discuss a proposal for three, two-story townhouses at 653 
Homer Ave. and an affordable housing/senior housing/commercial 
project on Alma Street from Homer to Channing avenues. The 
meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 4, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO PLANNING DIRECTOR’S HEARING ... The director 
intends to consider a map for four condominium units at 455 For-
est Ave. The meeting will begin at 3 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 4, in the 
Council Conference Room at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.) 

The Public Agenda

following divisive and sometimes 
hurtful disagreements between 
board members, school staff and 
the superintendent in 2006-2007.

Skelly and the board edited the 
protocols this summer. Where they 
once listed the board and superin-
tendent’s goal to “become a team” 
in the wake of the conflict, they now 
pledge to “work as a governance 
team.”

And after promising repeatedly 
to keep discussion lines open be-
tween the community and district 
during the last year, Skelly spent 
less than two minutes talking 
about improving communications. 
He simply communicated — about 
the district’s coming work for the 
year.

He broke his presentation into 
the four categories of the Strategic 
Plan: academic excellence, staff is-
sues, budget and infrastructure, and 
governance and communication.

To improve academics, the district 
should revamp its math curriculum, 
which is due for review under state 
law anyway, he said. It must also 
alter graduation requirements to 
match the entrance requirements for 
the University of California.

Skelly, who has earlier said the 
district should increase teacher 
salaries to stay competitive, did not 
touch on wages Tuesday but sug-
gested buying or creating an on-
line job-application form. He also 
called for the district to investigate 
improvements to staff training and 
work with unions to improve condi-
tions.

Looking ahead, as the district 
prepares to spend the $378 million 
bond measure passed in June, it 
must contract with architects to cre-
ate master plans of work to be done 
at both high schools. 

The district will likely ask the 
board to eliminate earlier school 
enrollment policies made obsolete 
by rising student population and 
reconsider attendance boundaries, 
Skelly said.

The district also ought to use its 
electronic-notifications system, 
Connect-ED, more frequently, based 
on positive user feedback. 

It should save money and time 
by cutting down paper use in favor 
of online tools, the superintendent 
said.

Those goals and others Skelly 
listed are a lot to accomplish, board 
Vice President Barb Mitchell not-
ed. She asked whether Skelly had 
sat down with a calendar to review 
whether he had enough time.

The district can get it all done, 

Skelly responded, adding he only 
listed what he thought was possible.

Skelly has accomplished the goals 
he listed last August, which were: 
improved communication among 
board, staff and community mem-
bers; completing the district’s Stra-
tegic Plan in the spring; and exam-
ining school facilities. 

No scandals about mismanage-
ment disturbed the district this year, 
nor has rancor exploded into the 
public eye at divisive board meet-
ings, as in the past. In that regard, 
communications have clearly im-
proved. Skelly has also emphasized 
openness with the press as a way to 
reach the public.

The Strategic Plan, thanks to 
Skelly’s supervision and the pro 
bono services of the consulting firm 
McKinsey & Company — estimated 
to be worth at least $2 million — is 
complete.

And school facilities were given 
a thorough review last fall by facili-
ties and business staff, resulting in a 
list of projects for the bond measure 
to fund. The district concluded, for 
example, that Palo Alto High School 
needs a new theater and budgeted 
an extra $13 million of bond money 
for it.

Despite these accomplishments, 
the real test of his mettle may be 
yet to come, Skelly acknowledged 
Tuesday. It’s one thing to make a 
wish list. Now he must deliver on 
the goals promised by the Stra-
tegic Plan and bond measure, he 
noted.

In other business, the board:
 Unanimously approved the 

appointment of seven members 
to the Citizens’ Oversight Com-
mittee dedicated to ensuring bond 
funds go where they were pledged 
on the ballot. The residents over-
seeing spending of the June-ap-
proved $378 million bond Mea-
sure A are Ray Bacchetti, Scott 
Darling, Gary Hornbeek, Deepak 
Kanungo, Caroline Maser, Jim 
McFall and Steve Shevick. For 
more information, see the dis-
trict’s website.

 Unanimously authorized the 
district to enter into contracts with 
AEDIS Architecture and Planning, 
Deems Lewis McKinley Architects 
and Gelfand Partners Architects to 
lay out terms for collaboration on 
school construction projects. The 
contracts carry no financial obli-
gation to actually work with the 
architects, nor do they tie the dis-
trict to specific projects, Co-Chief 
Business Official Bob Golton said. 
They merely describe terms of busi-
ness, he said. 
Staff Writer Arden Pennell can be 
e-mailed at apennell@paweekly.
com. 

Skelly

Wylie said it appears Sanchez-Aquino made a 911 
call on June 28 that was answered by a California 
Highway Patrol dispatcher at 3:54 a.m. The call, re-
porting a break-in, was dropped before it was con-
nected to Mountain View police.

Dispatchers and officers, who had the Sanchez’ 
phone number but not their address, were still in-
vestigating the call when they received reports of 
shots fired in the 1900 block of Plymouth Street at 
4:53 a.m.

Responding officers found Sanchez-Aquino and 
Aquino dead of gunshot wounds inside the home, 
Wylie said.

Sanchez’s 8-year-old son was found unharmed and 
asleep in another room of the home. He is now being 
cared for by relatives.

Leal said police believe one of the motives for enter-
ing the home was robbery. 

Police are also investigating the possibility that 
there are drug or gang aspects to the crime. Leal said 
no drugs or drug paraphernalia were found.

The suspects appear to have been acquaintances of 
Aquino, but police are not releasing details on the re-
lationship, Leal said.

The investigation is ongoing, and a Santa Clara 
County judge has sealed many of the documents in 
the case so little information is available to the public, 
Wylie said. 

—Bay City News Service

Stanford names new spokesperson
Lisa Lapin, a former journalist with the San Jose 

Mercury, Sacramento Bee and Los Angeles Times, 
will become Stanford University’s chief public 
spokesperson effective Sept. 15, Stanford officials 
announced Thursday.  

She replaces Alan Acosta, who left Stanford in 
June to work for the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance. 

Lapin currently is chief communications officer 
for the University of California, Davis, where for 

nearly a decade she has served as director of the 
news service and later as assistant vice chancellor 
for university communications — overseeing both 
external and internal communications, including 
print, websites and crisis management. She has 
conducted training programs for major professional 
organizations. 

Her award-winning journalistic career spanned 15 
years as a reporter and editor at daily newspapers. 
She covered higher education, state and federal poli-

tics and environmental issues. 
Editor positions included edu-
cation editor and city editor. 

At Stanford, Lapin “will 
serve as chief spokesperson 
for the university,” accord-
ing to David Demarest, vice 
president for public affairs, to 
whom Lapin will report. 

He said she will oversee 
Stanford’s overall website 
content, media relations and 
the Stanford News Service, 
presidential and provost com-
munications, campus video 

production and major publications — including the 
Stanford Report, the university’s annual report and 
Stanford Facts. 

“For a communications professional, the oppor-
tunity to serve Stanford is a career pinnacle,” Lapin 
was quoted as saying in Stanford’s announcement of 
her appointment. 

“Nowhere else is there such a wealth of good news 
to share about true global impact.”

Demarest said Lapin “has a deep understanding of 
the challenges facing higher education and extensive 
experience managing communications for a major 
research university. 

“She also has the knowledge of an experienced 
journalist,” and has “earned national recognition for 
her work handling campus crisis situations.” 

—Jay Thorwaldson

News Digest

CHILDREN’S THEATRE

Lisa Lapin

ON THE WEB: The latest local news headlines at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com



witnessed on Alma Street, such as 
when a man drove his car into the 
Homer Avenue underpass (“He got 
out with his cane and said, ‘I guess 
my brakes failed,’” Christensen re-
called) and when a taxi smashed 
through his break-room window.

But Christensen, who grew up in 
Palo Alto and went to Hoover El-
ementary, Wilbur Junior High and 
Cubberley High schools, will miss 
being a business owner, he said.

“I always wanted to have my own 
business, even in junior high school,” 
he said, gazing around the 10,000-
square-foot cinder-block building 
filled with autos with raised hoods 
or on hoists.

Christensen estimated he has ser-
viced 30,000 cars — mostly Japa-
nese models. During the dot-com 
boom, the shop had 14 employees, 
but since the bust, staff has been 
pared back to just four, he said. 
Christensen added that he mentored 
four previous employees, whom he 
described as very good technicians, 
who have started their own shops.

When Ole’s closes, Dave Long, 
a longtime mechanic, will start a 
shop called Dave’s Auto Repair at 
830 Charleston Road. Christensen 
said he will help Long set up shop 
before he fully retires.

Christensen leaves behind a shop 
full of memories. A large plastic 
owl in the rafters presides over 
clanking tools and whirring en-
gines, keeping pigeons at bay. The 
owl was the model for “Owlie,” the 
well-known mural painted over 
windows on the Homer side of the 
building. Christensen had it paint-
ed by a talented panhandler who 
used to sit in front of Whole Foods. 
He hired the man for 18 months to 
clean the shop and do errands.

“It was a strange thing: One day 
he told me, ‘I can’t handle it. Life 
is too organized, so I’m going to 
go back to living on the streets,’” 

Christensen said.
His shop and office are adorned 

by some of his favorite items — Vi-
king hats, purple things and frogs, 
which customers have brought him. 
There are pictures of his 50th birth-
day party — of Christensen dressed 
in a purple cape and crown, the shop 
decorated in purple streamers and 
balloons, and signs that rhyme, like 
“Ole’s Alley,” a street sign he once 
had on the building, but the city 
made him take down, he said.

Christensen has made a habit of 
remembering everything he could 
about his clients. After someone has 
visited the shop two or three times, 
he would remember who he or she 
was and where they lived. 

“People like to be remembered,” 
he said.

Perhaps because of that personal 
touch, customers said they are sad 
to see him go.

“I will miss driving by his place 
every day on my way to work,” 
longtime client and friend Wendy 
Kleckner said.

Kleckner, who owns Continen-
tal Caterers in Menlo Park, even 

catered the Christensen’s wedding 
three years ago. She and a friend are 
planning Friday’s send-off party for 
Christensen, she said.

“He’s an institution and a fixture 
in many people’s lives. He is first a 
friend, then a community person and 
thirdly, a business person. I think in 
his mind they are very much in that 
order. They’re rare,” she said of such 
business people.

“I find that very interesting, and 
he is a role model for me. His in-
tegrity is what strikes people first 
and foremost. ... And he’s funny. 
... He doesn’t mind when you tell 
him, ‘Boy, that was a lousy, stink-o 
joke,’” she said.

Longtime client Bob Kavinoky 
agreed. He’s known Christensen 
since the car-shop owner was a me-
chanic working for Small Car Shop, 
across the street. 

“When we were selecting our cars 
in our family, we’d ask, ‘Ole, what 
would you recommend?’ I don’t 
know what I’ll do now,” he said. 
Staff Writer Sue Dremann can be 
e-mailed at sdremann@paweekly.
com.
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LABOR DAY SALE
20% – 40% off on our full line of  Ventana 

Outdoor Teak and Dimension One Hot Tubs.

Walnut Creek | 2042 Mt. Diablo Blvd. | Exit 24 fwy @ 680 interchange
Mill Valley | 258 Redwood Hwy. | At Stinson Beach exit next to Sea Planes

Largest Selection in Bay Area – In Stock 
Immediate Delivery 

New Store in Mountain View!
 

650.969.2200
Open Everyday • 10 – 5

operation on the landfill site after 
the dump closes in 2011. 

According to a decades-old plan, 
the 126-acre landfill would revert to 
parkland.

Several commissioners acknowl-
edged that they struggled with the 
issue. 

“Initially, I was very much in fa-
vor of keeping composting in Palo 
Alto,” Crommie said.

And although commissioners 
agreed the current composing facil-
ity wouldn’t mesh with the vision for 
a natural Byxbee Park, they differed 
on what should be done. 

Chair Pat Markevitch and Com-
missioner Alex Panelli said they 
thought the voters should decide 
how to use the city’s parkland.

If the City Council decides to 
pursue retaining the composting in 
Byxbee Park, a public vote would be 

required to allow it.
Commissioner Paul Losch not-

ed that all other cities in the Bay 
Area probably have a good reason 
for using regional composting fa-
cilities. 

“I’m really troubled we have this 
perception that we need to do this 
[in Palo Alto] because we have been 
doing this,” Losch said. 

Crommie said she thought the land 
would be best used as parkland.

“The elders of our city have put 
their hearts and souls into [open 
space preservation],” she said.

Commissioner Joel Davidson 
advocated for a composting part-
nership with Stanford University, 
Mountain View, Los Altos or other 
neighbors. 

The Planning and Transporta-
tion Commission intends to dis-
cuss composting at Byxbee Park 
in September, followed by a City 
Council decision this fall. 
Staff Writer Becky Trout can be e-
mailed at btrout@paweekly.com. 

Compost Ole’s Car Shop

Ann Rafferty, 89, a resident of Los Altos, died Aug. 2. A memo-
rial service will be held Friday, Sept. 6, at 11:15 a.m. at St. Nicholas 
Church, 473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos.

Martin Seaney, 92, a resident of Menlo Park, died Aug. 19. A memo-
rial service will be held Wednesday, Sept. 10, at 5 p.m. at Hidden Villa, 
26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills.

Gwen Weisner, 76, a long-time resident of Palo Alto and an active 
member of the community, died Aug. 19. A memorial service will be 
held Sunday, Sept. 21, at 2 p.m. at the Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell 
Road, Palo Alto.

Mechanic David Long works on a car. He’s bought Ole Christensen’s 
client list and equipment and will start his own auto-repair business 
in town.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

A crow soars overhead, and a woman 
shucks an ear of corn as though she’s 
sitting on her front porch. Los Al-

tos may not be out in the country, but the 
friendly farmers’ market is a fine spot for 
bluegrass.

A band of folks called ‘bout Time! Blue-
grass are regulars on the Peninsula market-
cafe circuit. On an August evening, their 
stringed strains flow down State Street, 

drawing people away from the nearby Af-
ghan food booth and the balloon-animal guy. 
The air smells like popcorn and crêpes.

“We like dancing. Feel free,” mandolin 
player Linda Williams of Mountain View 
calls out. A woman bounces in place, hold-
ing a stroller.

Bluegrass fits comfortably in this neigh-

A ‘high 
lonesome 
sound’ Bluegrass music provides 

a wistful, winsome 
soundtrack to summer 

by Rebecca Wallace

Annika Formigle, 16 months old, gets dipped by her mother, Tonka, as the band ‘bout Time! Bluegrass plays at the Los Altos Farmers’ Market. From left, the band members 
are Mike Omodt, Pete Hallesy, Dave Williams, Linda Williams and Mark Searles.

Pete Hallesy’s fingers play the five-string 
banjo.

Linda Williams beams after finishing a 
song.
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borhoody event. With its blend of 
country, Celtic and gospel influenc-
es, the music feels familiar on many 
levels. Listeners may hum even if 
they don’t know the song. Mournful 
vocals tip a hat to bluegrass pioneer 
Bill Monroe and what he called 
his “high lonesome sound.” If you 
shiver, it’s like hearing a ghost story 
from under a warm quilt.

The members of ‘bout Time! 
Bluegrass aim for a traditional feel, 
weaving together the sounds of 
Linda Williams on mandolin, her 
husband Dave Williams on bass, 
Pete Hallesy on banjo, Gail Reese 
on fiddle and both Mark Searles 
and Mike Omodt on guitars. Reese 
is absent this evening, but the music 
still sounds rich.

Band members write their own 
harmonies, and everyone sings 
except Omodt, who remarks la-
conically during a break, “We al-
ready have five singers.” There’s 
a companionable feel among the 
musicians, who met in jam classes 
at Gryphon Stringed Instruments 
in Palo Alto and have been play-
ing together for four years. Omodt 
adds about the band’s music: “Most 
arrangements are based on letting 
everyone play.”

A few original songs pop up in 
the traditional repertoire, including 
Linda Williams’ “The Farm Song.” 
It was inspired by Mountain View’s 
Grant Road farm, now slated for de-
velopment.

Williams also brings a folk-song 
history program to local schools, 
toting homey instruments such as 
the washboard and the gutbucket. 
As for bluegrass, she loves its mix 
of moods.

“It’s lively,” she says in a voice 
honed by living in Texas and North 
Carolina. “It’s sad songs done in a 
very perky way.”

Case in point: The musicians 
strike up the tune “Ashes of Love,” 
and Linda Williams sings the dole-
ful lyrics “Ashes of love; the flame’s 
burned out.” But everyone watching 
the band is smiling. 

Info: The band ‘bout Time! 
Bluegrass next plays the Los Al-
tos farmers’ market on Sept. 25 
from 4 to 8 p.m., and the Sunny-
vale farmers’ market on Aug. 30 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Go to www.
bouttimebluegrass.com or call 
650-961-7338.

Other places to hear bluegrass 
include Fandango Pizza at 3163 
Middlefield Road in Palo Alto, 
where musicians hold Wednes-
day jams from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Go 
to www.fandangopizza.com. The 
nonprofit Redwood Bluegrass 
Associates also hosts concerts at 
the First Presbyterian Church at 
1667 Miramonte Ave. in Mountain 
View. Go to www.rba.org.

About the cover:
Pete Hallesy and Linda Wil-
liams sing and play during a 
performance at the Los Altos 
Farmers’ Market. Photo by 
Marjan Sadoughi.

Bluegrass

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

This space donated  as a community service by the Palo Alto Weekly

A dramatic and exciting first...
Eichler Home Tour in Palo Alto

Presenting 12 Eichler homes
Original and remodeled   ❘   A variety of single family plans and sizes

Date: September 6, 2008   ❘  Time: 10AM - 4PM
Starting Place: 

For ticket information, call 650-568-7337
or visit: EichlerHomeToursPaloAlto.com

Donations: $40-Benefits the Peninsula Habitat for Humanity: "a hand up, not a handout"

15% to 
40%
OFF

Entire Swim 
Department

526 Waverley St.
Palo Alto

650.328.8555
swimtowin.com

*Limited time only. 
Limited to stock on hand.
Valid August 29 through 

September 1.

Paper. Plastic. Neither. 
Whatever it takes to remember!

Thanks for buying reusable bags. Now let Palo Alto retailers 
thank you for remembering to bring them. Shop the following businesses 

and get rewarded (e.g., discounts, cash back).
Visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/BYOBag to learn your reward.

Palo Alto businesses — become a BYOBag! Campaign Partner. Contact us for details.

(650) 496-5910
recycling@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle

And get paid for remembering.

* Denotes Community Partner

Accent Arts
Andronico‘s
Books Inc.
Channing House*
Common Ground Garden Supply 
     and Education Center
Congdon & Crome
Country Sun Natural Foods
Crossroads World Market
Curves - Palo Alto South
Edwards Luggage
Far East Living
FIVEten
Honeys & Heroes
J.J.& F. Market
Legar Salon
Mollie Stone‘s Market

The Oaxacan Kitchen
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce*
Palo Alto Community Federal 
     Credit Union
Palo Alto Hardware
Palo Alto Neighborhoods*
Palo Alto Sport Shop & Toy World
Patagonia
Peninsula Hardware
Piazza‘s Fine Foods
The Playstore
SkinSpirit
Starbucks Coffee Company 
     (locations: Middlefi eld Rd.,    
      California Ave.)
Walgreens*
Whole Foods Market
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T he documentary “Freedom 
Machines” is bright with mod-
ern wonders. At first glance, it 

seems like a classic Silicon Valley 
story, with technology as the hero.

A blind woman puts her mail into 
a scanner, and then the computer 
reads it aloud. A wheelchair climbs 
a flight of stairs.

But “Freedom Machines” also 
grounds these marvels in real-world 
questions. What if you’re disabled 
and you can’t afford the technology 
that could transform your life? And 
what if you never knew about it at 
all? 

Technology, the film states, is 

only a step along the way. What’s 
more important is the issue of ac-
cess.

Palo Alto resident Janet Cole is 
executive producer of “Freedom 
Machines,” which was first shown 
in 2004 on PBS through the P.O.V. 
program for independent nonfiction 
films, and has been in many class-
rooms. Now it will be on again in 
September, and Cole is hoping to 
spread its issues even farther, to city 
council chambers and boardrooms.

When asked about her other goals 
for the film, she smiles wryly. “You 
mean besides eliminating the stigma 
attached to disability?”

The film certainly puts a human 
face on the concept of disability, 
focusing on a diverse group of peo-
ple. 

We see 9-year-old Melanie Sarm-
iento, who cannot speak or use her 
hands, working with engineer Rick 
Kjeldsen to create a touch-free com-
puter switch. Instead of a mouse, it 
has a camera pointing at the body 
part that the person can move (in 
Melanie’s case, her head).

Along with this promising scene 
are more difficult stories. Also fea-
tured is disability-rights advocate 
and quadriplegic Floyd Stewart, 
who said he was initially “ware-
housed” in a large state facility 
with no opportunity for true inde-
pendence. In addition, the parents 
of several disabled students talk 
about battling to get the computers 
and other tools their kids need in the 
classroom, meeting with ignorance 
about technology or concerns about 
high costs.

“It’s really about the people,” pro-
ducer/director Jamie Stobie said. 
“The people are still out there, still 
struggling with the same things.”

Another example is Bonita Dear-
mond, the woman in rural Tennes-
see whose computer reads her mail 
for her. In “Freedom Machines” she 
is looking for a better job to support 
her children. It’s clearly an effort to 
maintain her optimism as her ef-
forts to find work are unsuccessful, 
despite her degree in special educa-
tion. 

In one scene, Dearmond inter-
views for a job with a school dis-
trict, meeting with officials who are 
in charge of disability services. She 
ends up educating them about many 
opportunities for the disabled.

Since the movie was filmed in 
2002 and 2003, Dearmond has gone 
back to school to get a master’s de-
gree in education, Stobie said. 

In many cases, the film does not 
explain the cause of the characters’ 
disabilities, which is purposeful. 
The hope was to get viewers to 
connect with the subjects through 
their “common humanity,” rather 
than putting a label on them, Cole 
said. In fact, all people move along 
a spectrum of ability in their lives; 
as we age, we may become hearing-
impaired or be injured in an acci-
dent, she said.

“Freedom Machines” was a col-
laborative effort. Richard Cox, who 
provided technical services for East 
Bay schools, came up with the idea 
in the ‘90s and took a screenwriting 
class from Sharon Wood, a friend 
of Stobie’s. Wood signed on as co-
producer, and Stobie enlisted Betsy 
Bayha, a journalist with hearing 
loss who provided perspective. The 
group worked with advocacy and 
service organizations to find inter-
view subjects, fueled by Bayha’s eye 
for compelling characters.

The team won a half-million-dol-
lar grant from the National Science 
Foundation in 1999, but by about 
2002 they needed more funding 
and connections. That’s where Cole 
came in; she helped focus the proj-
ect and get public television inter-
ested, Stobie said. Cole is a veteran 
filmmaker and photographer whose 
honors include Emmy and Peabody 
awards as well as Oscar nomina-
tions.

“Janet has an amazing ability to 

Modern marvels
Film shows how technology can transform disabled 

people’s lives — if they have access to it
by Rebecca Wallace

Above: Janet Cole, the film’s executive producer, photographed in her 
Palo Alto home with Emmy and Peabody awards. Below: Kent Cullers, 
a blind physicist with the SETI Institute, is featured in the film.

668 Ramona at Forest, Palo Alto 321-3891 M-F 9-5•SAT 10-4

ALL media, ALL styles, ALL original
Local artists, framed and unframed, three galleries
Water & Reflections: photography show, Sept. 5-29

AFFORDABLE ART

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

Look into today’s insert for Back to School Savings!
NO

Stanford University Libraries & 
Academic Information Resources

Saroyan Centennial Celebration 
& 

Saroyan Prize Award Ceremony 

Friday, September 5, 2008

http://saroyanprize.stanford.edu

3:00 to 4:30 PM 
Green Library, East Wing, Stanford Campus  
2008 William Saroyan International Prize for Writing will 
be awarded while we celebrate the publication of Heyday 
Books’ new Saroyan anthology, He Flies Through The Air With 
the Greatest of Ease.  Contributor Herbert Gold and publisher 
Malcolm Margolin will discuss the book. 

5:30 to 6:30 PM  
Kresge Auditorium, Stanford Campus 
We showcase Saroyan’s success as a lyricist and musical 
collaborator. Gregory Wait, directs Schola Cantorum, in 
a program featuring Come on-a My House, and the world 
premier of Girakgi Picnic, a piece by William Saroyan and 
Alan Hovhaness that was recently discovered in Stanford’s 
William Saroyan archive.

Free and open to the public.



really hone in on the essentials of 
the project, what needs to be done 
to get it out there,” Stobie said.

Before Cole joined the project, 
she had little experience with dis-
abled people. Like many, she as-
sumed that the issues raised in the 
film had been largely addressed by 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, a law that prohibited 
discrimination in hiring qualified 
people with disabilities and man-
dated much physical restructuring 
of buildings and facilities.

Interviewing Jackie Brand, one 
of the people in the film, was a rev-
elation for Cole. Brand had worked 
for years to get better technology 
for her disabled daughter Shoshana. 
As she says in the film, she saw the 
computer revolution happening all 
around her, but Shoshana’s teach-
ers said they didn’t know how to 
help her. Brand finally found an 
engineer who designed a keyboard 
with oversized keys that Shoshana 
could press with her fist, since she 
couldn’t use individual fingers.

“We thought there was a lot in-
side this kid, but we didn’t know,” 
Brand said. “She had no way to ex-
press it and demonstrate it.”

Brand’s efforts also included 
founding the national Alliance for 
Technology Access. Her daugh-
ter has started Blue Rose Videos 
With A Voice, which rents videos 
designed for people with visual im-
pairments.

At the end, the film has four in-
formational segments: “Technology 
for You,” “Getting the Technology 
You Need,” “Your Legal Rights” 
and “Designing For Everyone.”

Although technology has ad-
vanced since the film was made, 
Stobie hopes many people will 
watch it and find resources they 
didn’t know were available. Some-
times the best inventions are the 
most basic; for example, Floyd 
Stewart uses a mouth stick to oper-
ate a computer track ball and punch 
numbers into a phone.

Some of the stories can also serve 
as inspirations, such as that of Kent 
Cullers, a blind physicist and direc-
tor of research and development at 
the Mountain View-based SETI In-
stitute. In the film, he demonstrates 
a Braille keyboard to a group of 
disabled students, and tells his au-
dience that he was integrated early 
on into a “sighted school.”

“I grew up thinking I could do 
anything — which is nonsense. You 
probably don’t want me as a brain 
surgeon,” he said. “But it’s a lot bet-
ter than thinking there are things 
you should never try.” 

Info: “Freedom Machines” will 
be on KQED Channel 9 on Sept. 
1 at 10 p.m. and on the KQED 
World digital channel on Sept. 5 
at 8 and 11 a.m. and Sept. 6 at 
10 p.m. For more about the film, 
which is also on DVD, go to www.
freedommachines.com.
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About the cover:
Pictured in the top right corner 
of the cover is inventor Dean 
Kamen demonstrating his 
IBOT mobility system. Photo 
by Robert Elfstrom.
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Great homes are as different 
as the people who live in them.
Whether you’re building a new home 
or remodeling, expect excellence 
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I wasn’t always sure what I was 
watching, but I was intrigued.

And ultimately I was captivat-
ed by the outstanding performances 
in TheatreWorks’ production of the 
Tony-winning new musical “Grey 
Gardens.” With book by Doug 
Wright, music by Scott Frankel, 
and lyrics by Michael Korie, this 
is one of the most unusual musicals 
to come out of Broadway in years, 
taking on the bizarre story of Edith 
Bouvier Beale and her daughter of 
the same name. Nicknamed Big 
Edie and Little Edie, the women 
were aunt and cousin to the famous 
Jackie Bouvier Kennedy.

Their true-life tale was chroni-
cled in a 1975 documentary by Da-
vid and Albert Maysles. The broth-
ers had been planning to do a film 
about Jackie Kennedy’s early years 
when sister Lee Radziwill intro-
duced them to mother and daughter 
Beale. They were living in the old 
family mansion in Easthampton, 
New York, a conclave of wealth 
and society — but the Beales were 
hardly high-society material. Their 
mansion had fallen into extreme 
disrepair, and was filled with cats, 
raccoons and feces. Neighbors 
complained, inspectors declared 
the place uninhabitable, and the 
Beales’ sorry living conditions 
made national news.

As Jackie and Lee came to the 
rescue with funds for repairs and 
clean-up, the filmmakers discov-
ered true American eccentricity 
in the two Beale women. Both had 
lived glamorous lives, and both had 
retreated into obscurity, poverty 
and a stubborn illusion. Yet they 
remained strangely happy.

The musical imagines a single 
day in 1941, when the Grey Gar-
dens mansion was lushly appoint-
ed, as the basis for Act One. We see 
Big Edie (Beth Glover) and Little 
Edie (Elisa Van Duyne) as they 
plan for the younger’s engagement 
party; she maintains she was en-
gaged to Joseph Kennedy (Nicholas 
Galbraith), although this has never 
been verified. Amid the sparkle of 
party plans, life takes a dark turn, 
and we witness the beginning of 

the end of their social existence.
Act Two fast-forwards to 1973, 

the time of the documentary, and 
we are immersed in the eccentric 
world of the now-elderly mother 
(Dale Soules) and middle-aged 
daughter (Beth Glover). Scenes 
convey the oddities of cats, cook-
ing on a campstove, Little Edie’s 
fashion sense, and more, most of it 
amusing but also rather melancholy, 
if not alarming. Luckily there’s no 
representation of the piles of feces 
on stage, but the sordidness of the 
duo’s lives is a strong counterpoint 
to their lighthearted eccentricity. 
There are touching moments to-
wards the end that may tug at your 
heartstrings, but the overall narra-
tive is slim.

The two acts are deliberately 
disparate to show the stark con-
trast between their earlier lives and 
their later condition, but the effect 
is jarring for other reasons. The 
music of Act One is mostly light, 
frothy, standard Broadway fare, 
including even a soft-shoe number, 
with no memorable songs to speak 
of. One could easily think the cast 
had wandered into an update of 
“Annie” or “Mame,” in a generic 
mansion with happy singing and 
dancing people. As the circum-
stances turn, it gets slightly more 
interesting, and the final number, 
“Will You?” becomes a plaintive 
harbinger of downfall.

Act Two is distinctly more inter-
esting, with better and more mem-
orable music, and the astonishing 
encounter with the strong person-
alities and quirks of the two Beale 
women. Glover is fine as Edith 
Beale in Act One, but her Act Two 
turn as Little Edie is truly phenom-
enal. To play such a character with-
out judging her takes a sensitivity 
and understanding. Glover also gets 
to sing the marvelous “Revolution-
ary Costume for Today,” “Around 
the World” and “Another Winter 
in a Summer Town,” all standout 
songs. She knocks them all out of 
the park, giving them powerful 
renditions full of nuance.

Soules as Big Edie also has her 
time in the sun in Act Two, wist-
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Strange but superb
Stunning acting brings the bizarre musical ‘Grey 

Gardens’ to life
by Jeanie Forte

Edith Bouvier Beale (played by Beth Glover) and her daughter Edie 
(Elisa Van Duyne) sing “Two Peas in a Pod.”

ful and sweet compared to Little 
Edie, in numbers such as “The 
Cake I Had,” and the totally odd 
“Jerry Loves My Corn.” She, too, 
is comfortable in the role, playing 
the fallen socialite with compassion 
and a twinkle in her eye.

The ensemble players are all ex-
cellent, playing multiple roles in 
both acts. Galbraith evokes a young 
Kennedy beautifully in Act One, 
and then becomes a droll young 
handyman friend in Act Two. Lo-
cal favorite Anthony J. Haney 
plays a butler and then the butler’s 
grown son, showing off his sing-
ing and dancing skills once again. 
Van Duyne gives a charming per-
formance in a somewhat hapless 
role in Act One, and joins in the 
ensemble for Act Two. 

Others include Michael Winther, 
Paul Myrvold and three young per-
formers, Kathryn Foley, Carolyn Di 
Loreto and Isabella Wilcox (alter-
nating in the role of Lee Bouvier). 
There are no weak links here.

Production values are also su-
perb, with TheatreWorks pull-
ing out all the stops for this first 
post-Broadway production. Sets by 
J.B. Wilson, costumes by Cathleen 
Edwards, lighting by Pamila Gray, 
choreography by Alex Perez and 
sound by Cliff Caruthers all add 
up to a visual and aural confection 
enhancing the storyline. William 
Liberatore once more does a superb 
job as musical director, and Kent 
Nicholson is to be commended for 
bringing it all together as director.

The musical is a bit of an odd 
duck, and if it weren’t for Act Two, 
might fade away altogether. But the 
surprise and star turns of that act 
more than make up for deficien-
cies of book or music, and are well 
worth witnessing. Glover is a force 
unto herself, and should be seen. 

What: “Grey Gardens,” with 
book by Doug Wright, music 
by Scott Frankel and lyrics by 
Michael Korie, presented by 
TheatreWorks

Where: The Mountain View 
Center for Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St.

When: Through Sept. 14, with 
7:30 p.m. shows Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m. shows 
Thursday through Saturday, 2 
p.m. matinees on Saturdays 
and Sundays, and 7 p.m. on 
Sundays

Cost: Tickets are $26-$64.
Info: Go to www.theatreworks.

org or call 650-903-6000.

Share a part of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School Blood Center

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

BURMESE

Green Elephant Gourmet
(650) 494-7391

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine
3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto
(Charleston Shopping Center)

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696
1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in 

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jade Palace (650) 321-9388
151 S. California Ave, E101

(in Palo Alto Central)
Open 7 days a week

Jing Jing 328-6885
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto
Authentic Szechwan, Hunan 

Food To Go, Delivery
www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon
947-8888

Peking Duck 856-3338
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

CHINESE

Su Hong—Menlo Park
Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390
417 California Ave, Palo Alto

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

Jin Sho 321-3454
454 California Ave, Palo Alto

Japanese Fusion
www.jinshowrestaurant.com 

MEXICAN

Compadres 858-1141
3877 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Ample parking in rear
“Best patio in Palo Alto”

www.compadresrestaurants.com

Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525
735 Villa Street, Mountain View 

Open Weeknites to 11pm, 
Weekends to 12pm

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840
408 California Ave, Palo Alto

PIZZA

Pizza My Heart 327-9400

220 University Ave., Palo Alto

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizza Chicago 424-9400

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131

107 Town & Country Village

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic's 849-9800

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm; 

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Available for private luncheons

Lounge open nightly

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 

$5.95 to $9.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant  323-7700

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

2006 Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

Indochine  853-1238

Thai & Vietnamese Cuisine

www.indochinethai.com

2710 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto

Midtown Shopping Center

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  321-6798

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Search a complete

 listing of  local

restaurant

reviews by location

 or type  of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Restaurant

Reservations Accepted

Janta Indian Restaurant 
462-5903

369 Lytton Ave., 
Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet  M-F; 
Organic Veggies

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com
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Eating Out

“W e can’t stand it if 
it isn’t authentic,” 
Steve Boyden says. 

He should know. Managing part-
ner at Il Fornaio, he’s been there 
for nearly 25 years and contrib-
uted to the dynamic growth of 
the company that was born as 
a baking school in Barlassina 
(Lombardia), Italy, in 1972.

Since then, the company has 
changed ownership several 
times, and gone public and then 
private. It is currently operated 
by a limited liability corporation. 
With 21 full-service restaurants 
and additional acquisitions, the 
corporation is approaching $300 
million in annual revenue. 

Companies of that size gen-
erally follow strict guidelines 
with regards to manpower and 
portion control, and make long-
term contracts with middle-of-
the-road vendors who deliver on 
price rather than quality. Not so 
at Il Fornaio. Each restaurant is 
tended by managers and chefs 
who are partners in the com-
pany.

Dining at Il Fornaio in Palo 
Alto is not an intimate dining 

experience with subdued light-
ing, Leaning Tower of Pisa 
wallpaper and Pavarotti croon-
ing in the background. Instead, 
it’s stylish and friendly, with a 
continuously changing menu 
that infuses gusto into the din-
ing experience.

Because of the restaurant’s 
physical size and airiness, the 
only element lacking in the pre-
sentation is the delight in smell-
ing plates of tantalizing food as 
they pass the table or emanate 
from a cozy kitchen. 

There are several dining ar-
eas, an outside patio adjacent 
to Cowper Street, and a large 
awning-covered piazza with a 
fountain, tile floor and com-
fortable rattan chairs. The in-
viting kitchen is open where a 
wood-fired oven is continuously 
stoked. The retail-bakery area 
is piled with delicious-looking 
breads and pastries.

Two weeks each month, Il For-
naio celebrates the cuisine of a 
different region of Italy, with a 
supplemental menu of both food 
and wine, all developed in-house 
with collaboration among corpo-

rate chef Maurizio Mazzon and 
the various Il Fornaio restaurant 
chefs, many of whom hail from 
different parts of Italy. Festa Re-
gionale is a grand opportunity to 
sample the prodigious diversity 
of Italian cuisine.

On a recent visit, the bread 
basket was exceptional with a 
variety of fresh-from-the-ov-
en breads, focaccia and bread 
sticks. The danger lies in stuff-
ing oneself before main plates 
arrive. 

The antipasti were wide-rang-
ing and portions large. Tortino 
di baccala ($10.50) was a savory 
pie (tortino) of salt cod, cherry 
tomatoes, leeks, thyme, capers, 
peppers and olives layered be-
tween sliced potatoes, served 
over a warm, thick tomato sauce 
(coulis). It was a tapestry of col-
or and contrasting flavors, salty 
and expressive.

I also liked the tartara di 
tonno ($12.50), spicy ahi tuna 
tartar with sliced tomatoes, 
English cucumber, micro aru-
gula, mustard-lemon vinaigrette 
and olive-bread croutons. The 
sushi-quality fish was delicate 
and sweet.

There was no lack of pasta 
and pizza choices. Mezzelune 
cacio e pere ($16.95) were half-
moon ravioli stuffed with grilled 

pears, mozzarella and parmesan 
cheeses and topped with aspar-
agus-crescenza (a rich, creamy 
cheese) sauce, sprinkled with 
toasted walnuts. While it was 
an extremely rich plate, there 
wasn’t much flavor beyond the 
layers of dairy.

The pappardelle ($17.50) 
were made from chestnut flour. 
Tossed with Italian sausage, 
porcini mushrooms, tomatoes, 
crushed red pepper and Treb-
biano (white) wine, the enticing 
pasta endowed a sweet nuttiness 
that enhanced the earthier mush-
rooms and sausage.

Pizza Rustica ($11.95) was a 
large individual-sized pizza of 
goat cheese and mozzarella, sun-
dried tomatoes and olives. The 
cheeses were a melted puddle of 
lusciousness, the color intense 
and vibrant, and the crust wafer 
thin and crunchy.

Main courses were pleasing. 
Passera di mare ($25.95) was 
grilled whole petrale, boned ta-
bleside, with capers and white-
wine lemon sauce. The plate was 
anchored with roasted Yukon 
Gold potatoes and Tuscan veg-
etable salad. The sole was subtle 
and buttery, fresh tasting with-
out a trace of brininess. 

The veal scaloppini ($19.95) 
was sauteed with artichokes 
and lemon, served with roasted 
Yukon Gold potatoes and sau-
teed vegetables. The meat was 
fork-tender and the artichokes 
infused some needed jazziness 
to this popular, but otherwise 
bland, dish. 

I liked the maiale in cro-
sta ($20.95), a thinly pounded, 
pecorino-crusted pork chop sau-
teed in olive oil and lemon. The 
large breaded chop was crisp and 
lean, tender and juicy, a sumptu-
ous chop perfectly prepared. 

Desserts lacked creativity but 
did not disappoint. Crespelle 
($7.50) were crepes filled with 
apples and grappa-infused pas-
try cream, vanilla gelato and 
caramel sauce. The apples were 
over-macerated and the crepes 
lost their identity on the plate. 
The crepes tasted good but 
might well have been johnny-
cakes, or pancakes, or just a 
soggy pastry.

Crema al doppio ($6.95) was 
fennel-infused custard with 
chocolate mousse and caramel-
ized sugar topping. Very sweet; 
a creme brulee derivative; more 

calories than fulfillment.
 The tiramisu ($6.95) of la-

dyfingers, rum, mascarpone 
cheese, espresso and cocoa 
powder was no revelation. It 
tasted fine, but remained undis-
tinguished.

Affogato al caffe ($5.95) was 
espresso poured over two scoops 
of vanilla gelato, topped with 
whipped cream. It had lots of 
calories, but was loads of fun, 
like an old-fashioned, updated 
malted. I sipped until I made 
rude noises with my straw.

Pacing from the kitchen did 
not allow much relaxation. One 
course was cleared away as 
plate-laden waiters arrived with 
the next. A three-course dinner 
with wine, and one could be out 
the door in an hour, whether one 
wanted to or not. This is fine for 
lunch hour, but not so marvelous 
in the evening. 

The wine list was well con-
ceived. Il Fornaio has merited an 
excellence award by the glossy 
Wine Spectator magazine. The 
selection focuses on Italy and 
California, with fair prices and 
above-average selections. Many 
wines are available by the glass. 
It’s a great venue to sample wines 
from producers all over Italy. 

Il Fornaio is a delicious spot to 
experience Italy without the pain 
of today’s travel. While it is larg-
er than most restaurant/bakeries 
in Italy, the food is authentic and 
the effort is noble. Service was 
always good and I never wanted 
for anything other than a few 
more minutes between courses. 
Il Fornaio is an ambitious effort 
that has rewarded us all. 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

 After cooking a Pizza Margherita (in the foreground) in Il Fornaio’s wood-burning oven, Felipe Nava pre-
pares some more pizza dough.

The real thing
Il Fornaio stays faithful to its Italian heritage

by Dale F. Bentson

Il Fornaio
520 Cowper St.
Palo Alto
650-353-3888
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11 

p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-midnight. 
Sun. 8 a.m.-11 p.m. 
www.ilfornaio.com 

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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KGO’s Len Tillem  
&  

Michael Gilfix

ASSET PROTECTION FOR YOUR FAMILY

Len Tillem, Esq.
Host of KGO’s “Legaltalk”

Len Tillem & Associates

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP

35 yrs. Experience

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 
2:30-4:30 pm or 6:30-8:30 pm

Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel 
Mediterranean Room 1

4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306

Free Seminar! 
Seating 

 is  
limited!

Call to make
reservations  

650-493-8070  
or register online at:

www.gilfix.com

Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you 

   leave your children from Divorce, Lawsuits and Tax

Special Needs Trusts for Disabled Children

Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs

Protect Residence from Medi-Cal Claims 

The essential Living Trust 

Estate Tax Avoidance

*additional parking on adjacent lot*

GREAT MARKET. GREAT LOANS.
STAR ONE CREDIT UNION

Star One Credit Union has a number
of first mortgage programs:

We do business in accordance 
with the Federal Fair Housing 

Law and the Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act



NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in alpha-
betical order, of longer restaurant reviews 
published in the Weekly over the past several 
years. This week’s reviews begin where the 
list ended one week ago.
Scott’s Seafood Grill and Bar, #1 Town 
and Country Village, Palo Alto (650) 
323-1555 
Excellent fresh fish entrees and seafood 
appetizers. Salmon, halibut, tuna, sea 
bass and Petrale sole excel. Portions are 
generous, but prices are on the high side. 
Wine list is first-rate, albeit pricey.  Decor 
is nondescript but benign. Service can feel 
rushed. Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11 a.m.; 
Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner 
Sun. and Mon. 5-9 p.m.; Tue.-Sat. 5-9:30 
p.m.; Brunch Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (Re-
viewed May 21, 2004)
Sergio’s Italian Cuisine, 244 State St., 
Los Altos (650) 948-5758
Dining at Sergio’s is a departure from vats 
of all-purpose tomato sauce into time-
tested recipes and old-fashioned service 
and presentation. The concise menu at 
Sergio’s reads like a collection of family 
favorites, with enough range to be interest-
ing, but a small enough scope that entrees 
are still competently prepared. For one 
thing, Sergio’s offers more veal dishes 
than your typical pizza-pasta parlor. And it 
includes little touches, such as egg in the 
tortellini carbonara, that can evoke past 
dinners at the home of a childhood Italian 
friend. Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Dinner: Daily 4:30-10 p.m. (Reviewed 
April 11, 2008)
Shabuway, 180 Castro St., 180 Castro St 
(650) 961-8880 
This Japanese shabu-shabu restaurant 
offers a variety of meats and vegetables 
that diners can cook themselves in a pot of 
boiling broth. The menu boasts Kobe beef, 
in addition to other options. There is also 
a take-out menu with Japanese favorites 
including bento boxes and donburi. Tue.-
Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 5:30-10 p.m. Sat. 
noon-3 p.m., 5:30-10 p.m. Sun. noon-3 
p.m., 5:30-9 p.m. (Reviewed May 12, 2006)
Shanghai Restaurant, 108 N. Rengstorff 
Ave., Mountain View (650) 967-7334 
This small and simple Chinese restaurant 
serves Shanghai-style cuisine including fish 
and shrimp dishes, Shanghai dumplings, 
etc. Take-out and sit-down menus. Daily 
11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Sheraton’s Poolside Grill, 625 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto (650) 328-2800 
The restaurant at the Sheraton boasts a 
pleasant and refined setting and an un-
complicated Italian and American menu. 
Daily 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 5-10:30 p.m.  (Re-
viewed May 9, 2003)
Shiok! 1137 Chestnut St., Menlo Park 
(650) 838-9448 
A welcoming, mid-priced respite featuring 

the Malay, Indian and Chinese dishes of 
tiny but influential Singapore. The flexible 
menu includes several small plates, such 
as Malaysian beef rendang and Chinese 
pepper prawns, that could be assembled 
to make a full meal. The Singapore chili 
crab is divine. Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Sat. 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday. (Reviewed May 25, 2007)
Shiva’s Indian Restaurant and Bar, 800 
California St, Mountain View (650) 960-
3802 
Expect many surprises at Shiva’s, where 
curious diners can sample original plates 
that represent the best of northern Indian 
cuisine. The focus is on more subtle and 
savory flavors, with dishes accented with 
such spices as cardamom, saffron, cinna-
mon and cloves. The staff is helpful in de-
scribing and recommending menu items.  
Setting is comfortable and classy. Lunch 
buffet Mon-Fri 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Sat-Sun, 
noon-2:30 p.m.; Dinner Sun-Thu, 5:30-9:30 
p.m., Fri-Sat, 5:30-10 p.m. (Reviewed Nov. 
19, 2004)
Shokolaat Restaurant, 516 University 
Ave., Palo Alto (650) 289-0719
There are few restaurants in this area that 
offer sophisticated cuisine and still take 
chances with flavors and combinations, so 
Shokolaat stands out. Exceptional food, 
excellent pastries and chocolates, and 
sleek ambiance. The wine list and service 
needed a little attention on recent visits, 
though. Open Tues.-Sun. Pastries: 8 a.m.-
10 p.m. Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner: 
5-10 p.m. Bar closes at 11 p.m.
Siam Garden, 1143 Crane St., Menlo 
Park (650) 853-1143 
Sumptous lemongrass soups, Thai curry, 
Thai noodles. The shrimp salad is to die 
for. Although there are good lunch spe-
cials, pass on them and order off the full 
menu. A good place for groups to share 
many dishes. Spiciness is mild to barely 
medium, so even the most timid palate can 
feel comfortable here.  Mon.-Fri. Lunch 
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner 5-10 p.m.; Sat. 
5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-9 p.m. (Reviewed June 
6, 2002)
Siam Royal, 338 University Ave., Palo 
Alto (650) 329-8129 
Siam Royal is a favorite of many Palo Al-
tans that has gotten a little rough around 
the edges; much of the food falls flat and 
is missing the traditional Thai interplay of 
sour, salty, sweet and hot flavors. Still, 
spicy eggplant with chicken and sticky rice 
with fresh mango (sweetened with coconut 
milk) are admirable. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Sun.-Thu. 5-9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-10 
p.m. (Reviewed Jan. 6, 2006)
Silan Cucina Mama, 376 First St., Los 
Altos (650) 917-0300 
Silan’s earnest, wholesome food aims to 
please but falls just short of spectacular. 
Some menu highlights include wood-fired 

pizzas and generous salads. The restau-
rant’s theatrical Tuscan setting make it a 
great destination for groups or private par-
ties. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for lunch; 
4:30 to 9 p.m. for dinner (Fri.-Sat. until 10 
p.m.). Sun. for dinner only, 4 to 9 p.m. (Re-
viewed Oct. 8, 2004)
Skip’s Place, 299 First St., Los Altos 
(650) 949-1170 
Known mostly for its pizza, Skip’s Place 
needs to be recognized for its stellar 1/3 
pound cheeseburger as well. Come for 
lunch, when owner Joe You can be seen 
throwing pizza dough up in the air in the 
kitchen amid a pleasant hustle and bustle 
of customers. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sun. pizza only 5-9 p.m.  (Reviewed Jan. 
18, 2002)
Some Kind of Place, 85 Town & Country 
Village, Palo Alto (650) 321-4730 
This Korean barbecue place is aimed 
mostly at the take-out crowd, although 
there are a few tables. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. (Reviewed Aug. 4, 1995)
Sono Sushi, 357 Castro St., Mountain 
View (650) 961-9086 
Offers standard sushi options, as well as 
bento boxes, tempura, teriyaki, deep-fried 
cutlets and other dishes. Tues.-Thurs. 
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9:30 
p.m. 
Spalti Ristorante, 417 California Ave., 
Palo Alto (650) 327-9390 
This fine restaurant offers an extensive din-
ner menu featuring a broad cross section 
of classic and unusual dishes. Above-av-
erage food, fair pricing, personable service 
and an excellent wine cellar. Mon.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 4:30-9 p.m. 
(Reviewed Dec. 19, 2003)
Spice Asian Bistro, 873 Castro St., 
Mountain View (650) 210-9393
Dishes from a variety of cultures in the Far 
East. Offerings include Thai chicken soup, 
Shanghai lumpia, caramelized lime salmon 
and sweet basil chicken. Weekdays 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., 5:30-8:30 p.m. Sat 5-9 p.m. 
Brunch: Sat-Sun 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Spice Hut, 625 Oak Grove Ave., Menlo 
Park (650) 289-0520
This Indian fast-food chain has opened its 
first sit-down location, offering Indian and 

Chinese dishes. Choices include Tandoori 
creations, vegetarian and non-vegetarian 
curries, South Indian specialties and a 
buffet.
Spice Islands Cafe, 210 Hope St., Moun-
tain View (650) 961-3500 
Intriguing mix of Indian, Chinese, Thai, 
Indonesian, Malaysian and Singaporean 
dishes at this medium-size restaurant. 
Many dishes are family-style in size. Popu-
lar choices are pineapple fried rice, poh 
piah spring rolls and green curry pork in 
a creamy coconut broth. Efficient and 
pleasant service makes for a relaxing meal. 
Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-9:30 p.m.; 
Fri. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-10:30 p.m.; Sat. 
5-10:30 p.m. (Reviewed Sept. 1, 2006)
Spot: A Pizza Place, Town and Country 
Village, No. 107, Palo Alto (650) 324-
3131 
Pizza Sorento, pizza California and pizza 
Parisienne all on excellent sourdough 
crust.  Also serves pasta, homemade soup 
and salads. No reservations. Local free 
delivery available; offers many discount 
coupons. Daily 11 a.m.-9 p.m. (Reviewed 
July 12, 2001)
St. Michael’s Alley, 806 Emerson St., 
Palo Alto (650) 326-2530 
The restaurant offers an appealing combi-
nation of Mediterranean and Asian-inspired 
fare. Intriguing starters include roasted 
red beet tart, five-spice butternut squash 
wontons and goat cheese souffle. Gener-
ously portioned entrees include stuffed 
chicken breast, risotto, braised lamb shank 
and pork tenderloin. Desserts are uniformly 
excellent. Well-thought out wine list with 
fair prices. Inviting upscale bistro ambi-
ance. Lunch: Tues.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dinner: Tues.-Sat. 5:30-9:30 p.m. Brunch: 
Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  (Reviewed March 
11, 2005)
St. Stephen’s Green , 223 Castro St., 
Mountain View (650) 964-9151 
This comfortable pub is a friendly spot, 
where patrons can socialize while they 
grab a few  beers and partner them with 
hearty, filling fare. Traditional treats include 
Shepherd’s Pie, Irish stew and chicken and 
mushroom pie. It’s impossible not to order 
a plate of fries to pair with a hand-pulled 
Guinness.  Lunch: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 

Dinner: 4:30 to 10 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday. 
Monday and Sunday Lunch, 10:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Pub is open from 10:30 a.m. to 2 
a.m. every day. Children are permitted until 
10 p.m.  (Reviewed Dec. 31, 2004)
Stacks, 600 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park 
(650) 838-0066 
While the restaurant’s pancakes and waf-
fles were quite good (especially the plain 
Belgian waffle), the egg-and-vegetable 
dishes managed to be both under- and 
overcooked. Another big hit on the break-
fast table was the bowl of fresh fruit. Burg-
ers, sandwiches, soups and salads are 
available for lunch -- or at breakfast for 
that matter. 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. daily.  (Re-
viewed April 1, 2005)
Straits Cafe, 3295 El Camino Real, Palo 
Alto (650) 494-7168 
This stylish outpost of Singaporean cuisine 
serves up generous dishes that are meant 
to be shared. The menu comprehensively 
represents the four ethnic elements of Sin-
gapore’s national cuisine: Chinese, Indian, 
Malay-Indonesian and Nonya (Chinese-
Malay) cooking. Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m., 5-9 p.m.; Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
5-10 p.m.; Sat. 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5:30-9 p.m. 
(Reviewed Aug. 28, 1998)
Su Hong Restaurant, 1039 El Camino 
Real, Menlo Park (650) 323-6852 
Mandarin and Szechwan dishes, with take-
out available. It’s almost always busy, so 
reservations are recommended. Lunch: 
Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner: Sun.-
Thu. 5-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-9:30 p.m. (Re-
viewed April 30, 1999)
Su Hong To Go, 630 Menlo Ave., Menlo 
Park (650) 322-4631 
Take-out and delivery store for the popular 
Chinese restaurant. Mandarin and Szech-
wan dishes.  Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-3 
p.m., Sat.-Sun. 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Dinner 
Sun.-Thu. 4-9:30 p.m., Fri.- Sat. 4-10 p.m.
Sufi Coffee Shop, 815 W. El Camino 
Road, Mountain View (650) 962-9923 
Offers individually brewed cups of cof-
fee, roasted daily. Also has a selection of 
whole-leaf teas, pastries, and panini. Mon.-
Wed. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Thu. 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat. 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Sun. 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Eating Out
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Information: ( )  or www.pa-ceap.org

Bringing the community together to create solutions.

We connect
decide
act

The City of Palo Alto and community groups are creating the  

Community Environmental Action Partnership (CEAP) 

to implement the Climate Protection Plan. 

You are invited to join us:

Next Meeting:
Thursday  ■  September ,   ■   –  pm

Y2E2 Building  ■  Stanford University 
The Jerry Yang and AkikoYamazaki Environment and Energy Building

 Via Ortega (Pay parking across the street)

PATIOS & GRILLS
Outdoor FurnishingsGRAND 

OPENING!

SALE*

Patios & Grills1180 KERN AVE, SUNNYVALE
94085 CROSS STREET LAWRENCE

408-245-2900
WWW.PATIOSANDGRILLS.COM

OPEN DAILY
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Go to  va l leywater.org

Once it’s on    it’s gone.

California is in a drought. Unless we all pitch in and conserve, 
mandatory restrictions may be the next step. 

Valley Water is calling for an 
immediate 10% voluntary cutback. 

Reducing water use is easy. For water-saving tips, a free Water-Wise 
House Call, and rebates on high-efficiency toilets, washers and irrigation 

hardware, go to valleywater.org or call 408.265.2607, ext. 2554. 

Start saving now. Because once it’s on, it’s gone.
valleywater.org

Easy ways to save 10%
Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators; save 16 gallons a day. 

Turn the faucet off while you brush your teeth; save 2 gallons per minute. 

Fix leaky faucets; save 15-20 gallons per day per leak. 

Water before 6 a.m.; save 20-25 gallons per day. 

Get a new water-saving washer or toilet and get a money-saving rebate. 

Save water and money with 
a free Water-Wise House Call

We’ll come to your home and assess your water use, check for leaks,
optimize your irrigation schedule, and even install water-efficient 

shower heads. Schedule yours,
Monday through Saturday, 

at valleywater.org.

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

Sunday, August 31, 10:00 am 
Christian Ecumenical Service

“Labor and Justice”
The Rev. Coryl Lassen

Interim Episcopal Campus Minister,
Episcopal Lutheran Campus Ministry

Music featuring guest organist, David Parsons.

Portable labyrinth available for public use in Memorial Church: 
Fridays, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm.

This Sunday: The Heart of the Border
Reena Burton preaching

Outdoor worship in the Garth

1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto (650) 856-6662 www.fccpa.org 
Sunday Worship and Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious services. 

To inquire about or make space reservations for Inspirations, please contact
Blanca Yoc at 326-8210 x221 or email byoc@paweekly.com

WORSHIP WITH US THIS SUNDAY

“HOLY HOUSEKEEPING”
REV. W. ROBERT MARTIN III

10am in the Sanctuary

or 
8:30am - Contemplative Service in the Sanctuary

8:45am - Child-friendly Worship in the Chapel

www.fprespa.org         •   1140 Cowper Street   •         650.325.5659 

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

Hamlet 2 1/2
(Aquarius) There’s something irresistible about a 

let’s-put-on-a-show movie. This Andrew Fleming 
comedy is no exception. The generic conventions of 
“Mr. Holland’s Opus” and “High School Musical” 
get twisted into this nutty, sweet-natured hybrid that 
will leave you smiling at the end — and crooning the 
refrain of its showstopper number, “Rock Me Sexy 
Jesus.”

British comedy star Steve Coogan (“Night at the 
Museum” and “Tropic Thunder”) totally commits to 
his zany character, high school drama teacher Dana 
Marschz. An impassioned actor with more preten-
sions than achievements, the man with the unpro-
nounceable surname lives in Tucson, Arizona, “where 
dreams go to die.” No one seems impressed that he 
was the stand-in for Robin Williams in “Patch Ad-
ams.” Twice a year he stages unpopular stage pro-
ductions adapted from Hollywood hits such as “Erin 
Brockovich.” Everyone pans them. 

After a slow and shaky start, Fleming (“Nancy 
Drew”) and Pam Brady’s (“Team America: World 
Police”) script takes you to unexpected places. When 
budget cuts threaten to eliminate the West Mesa High 
drama program, Marschz follows the advice of the 
school’s newspaper critic (Shea Pepe) to do some-
thing original. He takes the tragedy out of the trag-
edy, creating an upbeat musical sequel to the Bard’s 
“bummer” classic.

Much screen time is devoted to the failed ac-
tor’s failing marriage to his kooky wife (Catherine 
Keener). Coogan shades his quirky character in more 
subdued colors. The over-the-top drama king has a 
vulnerable, quiet side that he reveals outside of the 
classroom — at least for a minute or two. As a result, 
you’ll root for him when he’s down. 

“Hamlet 2” has much to say without resorting to 
a single soliloquy. The importance of arts funding 
in schools? Check. The value of shared experience 
to bring people from different worlds together and 
promote understanding? Check. The transformative 
power of art and the healing power of forgiveness? To 
thine own self be true? Check, check and check.

Joseph Julian Soria shines as Octavio, the hostile-
but-talented teen who takes to the boards as Hamlet. 
Marschz and his teacher’s pets, a closeted gay student 
(Skylar Astin) and a devout Christian (Phoebe Strole), 
assume Octavio and his boisterous Latino and Latina 
friends are right out of “Dangerous Minds.” Ethnic 
stereotypes get turned upside down. 

When the community buzz on the politically incor-
rect play puts it into “to be or not to be” status, the 
fun picks up. ACLU legal eagle (Amy Poehler) storms 
into Tucson to protect freedom-of-speech issues, and 
Elisabeth Shue (as herself) skewers the notion of ce-
lebrity while supporting the fledgling thespians.      

During the decidedly non-Shakespearean show, a 

parent whispers that he is “simultaneously horrified 
and fascinated.” He forgot to add “amused and up-
lifted” to his off-the-cuff review.

Rated: R for language including sexual references, 
brief nudity and some drug content. 1 hour 32 min-
utes. 

 — Susan Tavernetti

Traitor 
(Century 16, Century 12) Unlike Jason Bourne of 

the “Bourne Identity” series, Samir Horn knows ex-
actly who he is: a devout Muslim, first and foremost. 
The tension in writer-director Jeffrey Nachmanoff’s 
international thriller results from the fact that neither 
we nor the other characters know exactly what that 
means. The CIA and FBI think the former U.S. Spe-
cial Operations officer may be providing explosives 
to Islamic terrorists. The Islamic jihadists wonder if 
the American Muslim can be trusted. 

Only Don Cheadle knows, and he’s playing Samir 
Horn close to the vest.

The narrative leaks information on a need-to-know 
basis, slowly developing Horn’s character and our cu-
riosity about him. As a child, he witnessed his father’s 
death by car bomb in Sudan. As an adult, the ex-mil-
itary explosives expert tends to materialize — and 
then vanish — at the scene of incendiary incidents in 
Yemen, Nice and London. He knows how to blend in. 
With that profile, no wonder FBI agents Clayton (Guy 
Pearce of “Memento”) and Archer (Neal McDonough 
of “Flags of Our Fathers”) and are on his trail.   

As an espionage thriller, “Traitor” delivers. But the 
movie does so in a realistic way. Horn never turns into 
a martial-arts lethal weapon or a cartoonish action 
hero. Instead Nachmanoff’s (“The Day After Tomor-
row”) script attempts to offer something unique in its 
Muslim main character and multiple viewpoints: a 
thinking person’s action film.

Conversations between Horn and jihadist leader 
Omar (Saïd Taghmaoui of “The Kite Runner”) 
deal with what it means to be Muslim, in a religious 
and political sense. They talk about soldiers versus 
thinkers and soldiers versus murderers, questioning 
the definition of the word “terrorist.” Does the term 
pertain to anyone who kills innocent people? If so, 
who are the good guys? As Horn tells his girlfriend 
(Archie Panjabi of “A Mighty Heart”) at one point, 
the truth is complicated. Agent Clayton, who speaks 
Arabic and majored in religion, adds another perspec-
tive. The most disappointing aspect of the movie is 
its failure to continue the dialogue about ideological 
issues. 

As soon as the plot globe-trots to North America, 
all the typical Hollywood conventions kick in. The 
War on Terror is about “us” versus “them.” The world 
of ideas gives way to story and suspense. Similar to 
the chess games that Horn and Omar play, it’s time to 
capture the king. Pawns must willingly be sacrificed 
to win the game.

The jihadists want to convince Americans that no 
one is safe. Ironically, “Traitor” turns on itself and 
instills that fear in the viewer.

   
Rated: PG-13 for intense violent sequences, the-

matic material and brief language. 1 hour 50 min-
utes. 

 — Susan Tavernetti

OPENINGS

To view the trailers for “Hamlet 2” and "Traitor" 
go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/ 

THE 

SMASH HIT

OF THIS YEAR’S 

SUNDANCE 

FILM FESTIVAL

THE 

SMASH HIT

OF THIS YEAR’S 

SUNDANCE 

FILM FESTIVAL

SEE IT TODAY!
Cinemark

San Mateo 
650/558-0123

Cinemark

Redwood City 
650/369-3456

Cinemark

The Shops @ Tanforan 
800/FANDANGO #998

Landmark Theatres 

430 Emerson St 
650/266-9260

COMEDY HEAVEN!
PETER TRAVERS

SOUNDTRACK FROM BULLETPROOF RECORDS 
NOW AVAILABLE IN STORES

Steve Coogan commits to his character in “Ham-
let 2.”

NOW PLAYING

Bottle Shock 
 (Cinearts) Strip off the chestnuts and an 
insipid love triangle and you’ve got yourself 
a feel-good drama about people who love 
what they do — in this case dabbling in 
the art of great wine. Novice vintner Jim 
Barrett (Bill Pullman) is running Chateau 
Montelena, having shed his life as a lawyer 
to follow his true passion. Son Bo (Chris 
Pine) doesn’t take to Dad’s establishment 
ways and has no direction of his own. On 
the other side of the Atlantic, transplanted 
Englishman Steven Spurrier (Alan Rickman) 
is also struggling, running a little wine shop 
going steadily south. Spurrier hits on the 
idea of an international wine competition 
and travels to Napa to see what the upstart 
Californians are blending. Which sets wine 
snob tongues a-wagging and pits France 
against the Golden State. Rated: PG-13 for 
language and drug use. 1 hour, 46 min-
utes. — J.A. (Reviewed Aug. 8, 2008)

The House Bunny 
(Century 16, Century 20) “Revenge of the 
Nerds” gets a feminine twist in this enter-
taining and uplifting chuckler. Spearheaded 
by funny girl Anna Faris, “House Bunny” 
blends a feel-good story about friendship 
with tongue-in-cheek humor and a talented 
cast. Playboy bunny Shelley Darlingson 
(Faris) gets a rude awakening the morning 
after her 27th birthday. Seems Hugh Hef-
ner wants her to move out of the Playboy 
mansion, effective immediately. Shelley 
desperately hunts for a place to live — and 
finds acceptance at the sorority house of 
Zeta Alpha Zeta. The seven members are 
outcasts, ignored or ridiculed by frat boys 
and teased by the superficial girls at chichi 
sorority Phi Iota Mu. The girls of Zeta need 
to sign a new pledge class or risk losing 
their charter. As Shelley guides them from 
socially awkward to uber-popular, she 
learns her own lessons about individuality 
and inner beauty. Rated: PG-13 for sex-re-
lated humor, partial nudity and brief strong 

language. 1 hour, 38 minutes. — T.H. (Re-
viewed Aug. 22, 2008)

Mamma Mia! 
(Century 16, Century 20) Director Phyllida 
Lloyd ramps up the kitsch in a delightfully 
irresistible silver-screen version of the AB-
BA-ized stage musical of the same name. 
Amanda Seyfried is Sophie, a Greek island 
innkeeper’s daughter on the eve of her 
fantasy wedding day. But Sophie won’t feel 
whole until she’s discovered the identity 
of her dad. Her sleuthing uncovers mom’s 
diary of yore and three potential candidates 
to walk her down the aisle. To cover her 
bases Sophie secretly invites the entire trio 
of ex-suitors to her island nuptials: New 
York banker Sam (Pierce Brosnan), English 
stuffed-shirt Harry (Colin Firth) and erst-
while adventurer Bill (Stellan Skarsgard). 
Stress the A in Awkward as beleaguered 
mom Donna (Meryl Streep) catches wind 
of the plan and faces her buried past 
head-on. All the shenanigans are part a 
of sketchy tableau supporting the real 
star: the music. Wanna get away from it 
all? “Mamma Mia!” is the ultimate summer 
escape. Rated: PG-13 for sexual innuendo 
and mature themes. 1 hour, 43 minutes. — 
J.A. (Reviewed July 18, 2008)

Man On Wire 
(Aquarius) With breathtaking harmony 
James Marsh balances tempo, humor and 
passion in the re-telling of high-wire artist 
Philippe Petit’s stunning walk across New 
York’s City’s Twin Towers. age Petit had 
a dream, the towers galloping in his brain 
as the object of an unquenchable quest. 
In the early ‘70s the cat-like Petit and a 
ragtag bunch of friends set about a plan 
that would rock their world, testing cables, 
wires and provocative schemes to string 
a tightrope between a pair of monumental 
skyscrapers. The group dummied up fake 
invoices and ID cards, and with Lady Luck 
on their side got themselves and their ac-
coutrement to the top of the North and 
South Towers in August of 1974. With the 
help of captivating interviews, fresh re-cre-

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Movies

The Stanford Theatre is at 221 
University Ave. in Palo Alto. Go to 
www.stanfordtheatre.org.

Old Acquaintance (1943) 
Twenty years of the love/hate 
relationship of two female 
friends. Fri. at 7:30 p.m.

The Old Maid (1939) Civil 
War-era melodrama adapted 
from Edith Wharton’s novel. Fri. 
at 5:45 & 9:30 p.m.

The Ten Commandments 
(1956) Biblical epic directed by 
Cecil B. DeMille, starring Char-
lton Heston. Sat.-Tue. at 7:30 
p.m. Sat. & Sun. also at 2 p.m.

Babylon A.D. (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:15, 2:35, 5, 7:40 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 
(Not Reviewed)   12:10, 1:15, 2:30, 3:35, 4:50, 5:55, 7:10, 8:15, 9:30 & 

10:35 p.m. 
Bottle Shock  Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2, 4:35, 7:10 & 9:45 p.m. CinéArts 
(PG-13) at Palo Alto Square: 1:40, 4:25, 7:10 & 9:50 p.m. 
Brideshead Revisited Century 12: 12:40, 3:45, 7:10 & 10:15 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
College (R) Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:55, 7:20 & 9:45 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)  Century 12: Noon, 2:30, 5, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m. 
The Dark Knight  Century 16: Noon, 3:20, 6:50 &10:05 p.m. Century 20: 
(PG-13) 11:30 a.m.; 12:25, 2:45, 3:45, 6, 7:05, 9:15 & 10:25 p.m. 
Death Race (R)  Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)   Century 12: 12:20, 1:30, 3, 4:30, 5:30, 7:05, 8, 9:50 & 

10:30 p.m. 
Disaster Movie (PG-13) Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:15, 3:30, 5:45, 8 & 10:25 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)   Century 12: 12:30, 1:40, 2:45, 4:10, 5:10, 6:30, 7:30, 9 & 

10:10 p.m. 
Elegy (R)  CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:15, 7 & 9:40 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Fly Me to the Moon 3-D Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:35, 3:50, 6, 8:10 & 10:20 p.m.  
(G) (Not Reviewed)
Hamlet 2 (R) 1/2  Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 12:40, 2:15, 3, 4:30, 5:25, 6:45, 

7:50, 9:05 & 10:10 p.m. Aquarius: 2, 4:30, 7:30 & 10 p.m. 
The House Bunny  Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:25, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  
(PG-13) Century 20: 11:35 a.m.;12:45, 1:55, 3:10, 4:20, 5:35, 7, 

8:05, 9:35 & 10:30. p.m. 
Journey to the Center  Century 16: 9:15 p.m. 
of the Earth (PG)  
Kung Fu Panda  Century 12: 12:15, 2:50 & 5:15 p.m.  
(PG) 1/2

The Longshots (PG)  Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:45 & 7:05 p.m. Sun.-Tue. 
(Not Reviewed)  also at 9:35 p.m. Century 12: 12:10, 1:25, 2:40, 3:50, 5:05,  
 6:15, 7:40, 9:10 & 10:05 p.m. 
Mamma Mia!  Century 16: Sing-a-long 11:05 a.m.; 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 & 
(PG-13) 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 4:35, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m. 

Sing-a-long at 12:50, 3:25, 6 & 8:40 p.m. 
Man on Wire  Aquarius: 1:30 & 9:45 p.m.  
(PG-13) 
Mirrors (R)  Century 12: 1:20, 4:20, 7:15 & 10:20 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed) 
The Mummy: Tomb of Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 5:05, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.  
the Dragon Emperor  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
Paprika (R)  Century 16: Fri. at 10 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Pineapple Express  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 4:35, 7:10 & 9:55 p.m.  
(R) 1/2 Century 20: 12:55, 3:35, 6:15, 7:25, 9 & 10:15 p.m. 
The Rocker (R)  Century 16: 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 7:55 
(Not Reviewed) & 10:20 p.m. 
The Sisterhood of the Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:50, 4:40 & 7:30 p.m.  
Traveling Pants 2 (PG-13) Century 12: 7:45 & 10:35 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed) 
Space Chimps (G)  Century 12: 12:50, 3:10 & 5:25 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed) 
Star Wars: The Clone  Century 16: 12:30, 3, 5:30, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m.  
Wars (PG) 1/2  Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 1, 2:15, 3:20, 4:40, 5:50, 8:15 & 

10:35 p.m. 
Step Brothers (R) Century 12: 7:50 & 10:25 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Tell No One Aquarius: 4 & 7 p.m.  
 (Not Rated) 1/2

Traitor (PG-13) Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 1:55, 4:35, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.  
 Century 12: 1, 4, 7 & 10 p.m. 
Tropic Thunder (R)  Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 1:05, 2:30, 3:55, 5:10, 6:40, 7:50, 

1/2   9:20 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 1:05, 2:20, 
3:40, 4:55, 6:15, 7:30, 8:50 & 10:05 p.m. 

Vicky Cristina Barcelona Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 4:55, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Guild: 1:30, 4, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 
WALL-E (G) 1/2  Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:30, 4:10 & 6:45 p.m. Century 20: 

11:25 a.m.; 1:50, 4:25, 6:55 & 9:25 p.m. 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only. 

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)

Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-
3264)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

          

OF SAN JOSE/PALO ALTO  24-HOUR CALL CENTER

650-321-1234
408-777-7777

650-321-1234
408-777-7777

NOW PLAYING
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

“ALL HAIL
ANNA FARIS...”
Nathan Lee, THE NEW YORK TIMES

FUN AND FRESH! ANNA FARIS’ CHARM IS INFECTIOUS.”
Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

“FABULOUS,“FABULOUS,
FUN AND FRESH! ANNA FARIS’ CHARM IS INFECTIOUS.”

Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

“ALL HAIL
ANNA FARIS...”
Nathan Lee, THE NEW YORK TIMES

Elegy
1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40  

Bottle Shock
1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:50

(Times are Fri thru Thurs)

‘‘CUE THE‘
’OSCAR® BUZZ!’’

Richard Corliss, 

(HIGHEST RATING)

Ruthe Stein,

‘‘GRADE:A!’’
Owen Gleiberman,

‘‘ !’’

’DEEPLY AFFECTING.’’

Claudia Puig,

1/2

‘‘ !’’

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, 

Palo Alto (650) 493-3456

ation and astonishing archival footage and 
photos, Petit’s journey becomes a roller 
coaster, fraught with danger. Outrageously 
entertaining and perfectly profound.Rated: 
Rated: PG-13 for brief nudity and mature 
themes. 1 hour, 40 minutes. In English and 
French with English subtitles. — J.A. (Re-
viewed Aug. 8, 2008)

Tropic Thunder 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Narcissism is 
the operative theme, Hollywood’s most 
bloated egos fronting a Vietnam epic while 
struggling to keep cast and crew in check. 
Temperamental director Damian Cockburn 
(Steve Coogan) is having trouble motivating 
his stars, each more self-important than 
the next. Tugg Speedman (Ben Stiller) is 
a washed-up action star clinging to his 

celebrity. Corpulent comedian Jeff Portnoy 
(Jack Black) is attempting to clean up his 
image while method actor Kirk Lazarus 
(Robert Downey Jr.), a thinly veiled Rus-
sell Crowe, is searching for artistic motive. 
Their movie is “Tropic Thunder,” based on 
the real-life memoirs of Vietnam vet Sgt. 
John “Four Leaf” Tayback (Nick Nolte), 
or so he says. As production consultant 
Tayback is scrambling to rouse the actors 
to new dramatic heights. His suggestion is 
to shoot the film guerilla-style. A land mine 
leaves the troupe without direction — the 
ultimate in impromptu theater. Rated: R for 
plenty of language, violence, sexual refer-
ences and drug use. 1 hour, 47 minutes.— 
J.A. (Reviewed Aug. 15, 2008)
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Goings On
The best of what’s happening on the Midpeninsula

Art Galleries
“Rhythm of Nature” Portola Art Gallery 
presents “Rhythm of Nature,” a new ex-
hibit of pastel landscape paintings by Kim 
Lordier of Millbrae. Through Aug. 30, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor 
Road, Menlo Park. 
www.portolaartgallery.com
Abilities United Art Exhibit Artists from 
Palo Alto-based Abilities United (formerly 
C.A.R, Community Association for Re-
habilitation) are exhibiting original works 
of art. This collection, “Connect through 
Art,” includes acrylics, pencils, watercol-
ors, individual and collaborative pieces. 
Through Aug. 30, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Los 
Altos Main Street Cafe, 134 Main St., Los 
Altos. Call 650-618-3319. 
www.AbilitiesUnited.org
Annual Summer Showcase New photo-
graphic work from select gallery artists. 
Through Aug. 31, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Free. 
Modernbook Gallery, 494 University Ave., 
Palo Alto. Call 650-327-6325. 
www.modernbook.com
Dr. Seuss for President - Art Exhibition 
Coinciding with the 2008 Presidential 
election, Dr. Seuss throws his “hat” into 
the ring by releasing first-ever political 
print editions to the public. Through Nov. 
4. Free. Peabody Fine Art Gallery, 603 
Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. Call 408-
395-3440. http://
www.peabodyfineart.com/ 
Four Facets of Abstraction Paintings 
by Lois Parks DeCastro, Wendy Fitzger-
ald, Sydell Lewis and J. Jones Sereno. 
Through Sept. 20, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Gallery 
House, 320 California Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
650-326-1668. 
www.galleryhouse2.com
Vases and Candle holders ACGA mem-
bers are presenting a ceramic show. Bar-
bara Brown, Babak Daleki, Jan Schachter, 
Bill Geisinger, Kathleen Hendig, April Zil-
ber, Mary Dorsch, Swanica Ligtenberg, 
Terry Parker, Ericka Clark. Through Aug. 
30, 6-8 p.m. Free. Coupa Cosas, 536 Ra-
mona St., Palo Alto. Call 650-322-0193. 

Auditions
Aurora Singers Holds 2008/9 Auditions 
The 60-voice Aurora Singers, directed by 
Dawn Reyen, will hold a “Meet the Direc-
tor” night. The group specializes in Ameri-
can music, with a repertoire ranging from 
gospel to jazz to Broadway, as well as hol-
iday music. Concerts are held annually in 

December and in the spring. Tue., Sept. 2, 
7:15-9 p.m. Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Palo Alto, 505 E. Charleston Road, Palo 
Alto. Call 650-323-6912. 
www.aurorasingers.net
Bay Choral Guild 2008-2009 Auditions 
Auditions for Bay Choral Guild (formerly 
Cantabile Chorale), under the direction 
of Sanford Dole, will be held by appoint-
ment on Mon., Sept 8. 7:30-10 p.m. First 
United Methodist Church, Kohlstedt Hall, 
625 Hamilton (at Webster), Palo Alto. Call 
650-493-6012. http://
www.baychoralguild.org/

Classes/Workshops
Alternative Energy: Electricity from 
Bugs New workshop for ages 16 and up. 
Students learn about how the energy-
generating systems of common, gar-
den-variety bacteria can be harnessed 
to produce electricity in microbial fuels. 
Students use small microbial fuel cell to 
measure electricity generated by bacteria. 
Sun., Sept. 7, 12-4 p.m. $35 members/ 
$45 non-members. Museum of American 
Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
650-321-1004. 
www.moah.org
Growing Cut Flowers Be introduced to 
the best of the best easy-to-grow flowers 
with staying power. Learn which specific 
varieties do well in arrangements. Sat., 
Sept. 6, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $27. Com-
mon Ground Organic Garden Supply & 
Education Center, 559 College Ave.,, Palo 
Alto. Call 650-493-6072. 
www.commongroundinpaloalto.org

Saving Seeds Learning how to save 
seeds from summer vegetables and flow-
ers. Sat., Sept. 6, 10-11 a.m. Free. Palo 
Alto Demonstration Garden, 851 Center 
Drive, Palo Alto. Call 408-282-3105. http://
mastergardeners.org/events

Community Events
Electric Vehicle Show The EV Rally has 
production and converted electric vehicles 
on display (some available for test rides or 
ride-alongs). Cars, trucks, SUVs, scoot-
ers, bikes, motorcycles and more. Sat., 
Sept. 6, Free. Palo Alto High School, 50 
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 408-
464-0711. http://
www.eaasv.org/rally.html

Dance
Scottish Country Dance RSCDS Moun-
tain View Scottish Country Dance class 
welcomes all to its “bring a friend” night. 
Beginners to experienced dancers wel-
come. No partner needed. Wear close 
fitting shoes or sneakers. Wed. Sept. 3, 
2008, 7:45-10 p.m. $2. Mountain View 
Sports Pavilion, 1185 Castro St., Mountain 
View. Call 650-327-4402. http://
www.mtview-rscds.org/

Exhibits
“Right Before Our Eyes” Artist/photog-
rapher Vlasta Diamant, a resident of Ste-
venson House, photographs plants and 
flowers. Through Aug. 31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Stevenson House, 455 E. Charles-
ton Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-493-1478. 
web.mac.com/ondine8
Anna Knapp Fitz: Portrait of an Artist 
Paintings by Anna Knapp Fitz depict 
life in Santa Clara County in the 1920s, 
working on her family’s walnut ranch, her 
converted tank house home, scenes of 
downtown Los Altos and Mountain View, 
local businesses, early pioneers and 
more. Through Oct. 12, noon-4 p.m. Free. 
Los Altos History Museum, 51 South San 
Antonio Road, Los Altos. Call 650-948-
9427. 
www.losaltoshistory.org
Epic Verse, Ala Ebtekar Large-scale 
drawings by Persian-American artist fuse 
ancient and modern world. Work reflects 
conjoining of American hip-hop culture 
and Iranian coffeehouse art tradition. 
Through Sept. 23, Free. Mohr Gallery at 
Community School of Music and Arts, 
230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View. 
Call 650-917-6800, ext. 306. 
www.arts4all.org
Music To One’s Ears New exhibit at the 
Museum of American Heritage, “Music 
to One’s Ears: Musical Instruments in the 
home, band and orchestra.” Explore the 
basic principles of music making, tech-
nology and technique over the ages, from 
the hollow log to the electronic harmony. 
Through Jan. 18, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Mu-
seum of American Heritage, 351 Homer 
Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-321-1004. 
www.moah.org
Palo Alto Art Center Presents Summer 
2008 Exhibitions “Nathan Oliveira: The 
Painter’s Bronzes,” comprehensive exhi-
bition of bronze sculptures, and “Timothy 
Berry: More Missing Magic,” evocative 
paintings of masks. Docent-led tours, “Art 
Dialogues,” also offered. Through Sept. 8, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sat., 1-5 p.m. Sun., 
7-9 p.m. Thu. Free. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-
Sat.1-5 p.m. Sun.; 7-9 p.m. Thu. Free. Palo 
Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road, Palo 
Alto. Call 650-329-2366. 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter
Spared from the Storm: Masterworks 
from the New Orleans Museum of Art 
The New Orleans Museum of Art has 
gathered approximately 80 works of Euro-
pean and American art from the late-16th 
to the mid-20th century for this exhibition 
at the Cantor Arts Center. Featured art-
ists include: Claude Monet, Pablo Picasso 
and Georgia O’Keeffe. Through Oct. 5, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, Lo-
mita Drive and Museum Way, Stanford. 
http://museum.stanford.edu

Family and Kids
Children’s Choir in Palo Alto First Kids 
Choir will begin rehearsals. The choir is 
open to all kids who love to sing ages 5 
and up and is taught by Palo Alto resident 
Julia Simon, a voice teacher and compos-
er who has taught in the Palo Alto schools 
and worked with the Ragazzi Boys Cho-
rus. Rehearsals begin Thu., Sept. 11, 
2008, 6:30-7:30 p.m. free. First Lutheran 
Church, 600 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. 
www.flcpa.org
Grandparents’ Day Story Time with Ellen 
Chong Benefit Day for the Peninsula Arts 
Council. “Local artist Chong gives us a 
fresh new look at an old family text with 
the gorgeously illustrated A Happy Day. 
Originally done by Ellen’s grandmother, 
Louise Sheppa Lovett, the book chroni-
cles a day in the life of Ellen’s mother when 
she was a child,” Kepler’s says. Sun., 

Sept. 7, 11:30 a.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 
650-324-4321. 
www.keplers.com
Kid’s Yoga with Shyamoli Stretches and 
stories for 4-6-year olds led by Shyamoli. 
Beginner yoga poses for parent and child. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Palo Alto 
Library. Tue., Sept. 7, 2-3 p.m. Free. Chil-
dren’s Library, 1276 Harriet St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-329-2436. 
Movie Night at Foothills Park “Forrest 
Gump.” Popcorn and drinks provided. 
Non-residents must be accompanied by 
a Palo Alto resident. Sat., Aug. 30, 8-10 
p.m. Palo Alto residents: adults $5, chil-
dren 4-10 $2.50; non-residents: adults 
$6, children 4-10 $3. Foothills Park, 3300 
Page Mill Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 650-
329-2423. enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org
Run Around with Map & Compass Learn 
about orienteering. Open to Palo Alto resi-
dents and accompanied guests. Ages 3 
and up. Register online or at Lucie Stern 
Center using barcode 57925. Sat., Aug. 
30, 9:30-11 a.m. Residents: $5 adults / 
$2 children; Accompanied non-residents: 
adults $6 children $3. Foothills Park, 3300 
Page Mill Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 650-
329-2423. enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org

Film
“Considering Democracy” There will be a 
screening of the documentary “Consider-
ing Democracy,” followed by a discussion 
with the filmmaker, Keya Lea Horiuchi. 
Tue., Sept. 9, 7:30-9 p.m. $7 to $15 (slid-
ing scale suggested donation). First Bap-
tist Church of Palo Alto, 305 North Cali-
fornia Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-326-8837. 
peaceandjustice.org
“Hotel Rwanda” (US, 2004, 121 mins) 
ICA summer international film festival. An 
ordinary man summons extraordinary 
courage to save the lives of over a thou-
sand helpless refugees, by granting them 
shelter in the hotel he manages. Wed., 
Sept. 3, 7-9 p.m. Free. Stanford Univer-
sity, Building 260 (Pigott Hall), room 113, 
Stanford. Call 650-725-2563. 

Live Music
Birds & Batteries San Francisco-based 
Birds & Batteries. Sun., Aug. 30, 7 p.m.-
midnight. $5. Red Rock Coffee, 201 Cas-
tro St., Mountain View. Call 617-226-1040. 
planetarygroup.com
Cabana/Elks Veterans Appreciation 
Dinner The Cabana Hotel & Resort in 
conjunction with the Palo Alto Elks will be 
hosting a dinner in appreciation of veter-
ans from the Palo Alto VA Hospital. Enter-
tainment by: Kids on Bluegrass Featuring 
Aissa (AJ) Lee & the OMG Band. Thu., 
Sept. 4, 5-8 p.m. $15 adults; $10 children. 
Cabana Hotel & Resort, 4290 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto. Call 650-969-1172. 
http://www.zvents.com/palo-alto-ca/
events/show/84484201-cabanaelks-vet-
erans-appreciation-dinner

On Stage
“Grey Gardens” This Tony Award-winning 
musical brings to life an eccentric tale of 
fallen American royalty. Tue.-Wed. at 7:30 
p.m., through Sept. 14, Thu.-Sat. at 8 
p.m., Sun. at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. $21-64. 
TheatreWorks at the Mountain View Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., 
Mountain View. theatreworks.org
“My Strange Nation, the Music of Susan 
Werner” “Running the gamut from folk to 
jazz, from rock to gospel, the music of 
Susan Werner has captured the quirky 
nature of the world we live in for years. 
Her music is being brought to life on the 
stage with theatre Q’s world-premiere 
musical revue,” says Dragon Theatre. 
Through Sept. 7, 2-3:30 p.m. $25. Dragon 
Theatre, 535 Alma St., Palo Alto. Call 415-
433-1235. 
www.theatreq.org
Breaking Up is Hard to Do” At Esther’s 
Paradise Resort in the Catskills, Lois 
and Marge are searching for romance 
over one crazy Labor Day weekend circa 
1960. West Coast premiere of this comic 
musical with Neil Sedaka songs such as 
“Where the Boys Are.” Through Oct. 4, 8 
p.m. $22-32. Bus Barn Theater, 97 Hill-
view Ave., Los Altos. Call 650-941-0551. 

www.busbarn.org

Outdoors
C.O.D. Bike Ride with a Ranger Bike ride 
with a Palo Alto ranger. This is an easy ride 
along level trails and bike paths through 
the Baylands, about six miles. Ages 8 and 
up. Register in advance either online or at 
Lucie Stern Community Center (barcode 
57980). Sun., Sept. 7, 6-7:30 a.m. Free. 
Baylands Nature Preserve Ranger Station, 
2500 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 
650-617-3156. 
enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org
Pelican Walk Join a Palo Alto naturalist to 
learn about the huge white pelicans that 
gather in large flocks this time of year at 
the Baylands. Ages 7 and up. Sat., Sept. 
6, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Baylands Nature 
Preserve, East end of San Antonio Road, 
Palo Alto. Call 650-329-2506. enjoyonline.
cityofpaloalto.org
Rolling Birds Rally Join Palo Alto rangers 
for a leisurely roll to see the 100+ winter 
bird species that can be found in the Bay-
lands. This is a beginners birding outing 
meant specifically for folks with mobility 
issues. Bring binoculars and/or scopes if 
possible, and human or animal caregivers. 
Sun., Aug. 31, 9-10:30 a.m. Free. Baylands 
Nature Preserve Nature Center, 2775 Em-
barcadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-329-
2423. enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org

Talks/Authors
“Artists & The Creative Process” Sa-
been Raja, from Lahore, Pakistan, will 
show slides of her contemporary minia-
ture paintings and discuss the sensual 
and political themes of her work. She re-
ceived her BFA from the National College 
of Arts in Pakistan and her MFA from the 
Maryland Institute College of Art. Note: 
Adult subject matter. Thu., Sept. 4 , 7-8:30 
p.m. Free; reservations required; call 329-
2366. Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell 
Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-747-1250. 
www.djerassi.org
Free Forum with Joel Beinin Joel Meinin, 
professor of Middle East history, Stanford 
University giving a report and update 
from the Middle East. Part of the “Other 
Voices” televisions series. Wheelchair ac-
cessible. Sponsored by Peninsula Peace 
and Justice Center. Tue., Sept. 2, 7-8:30 
p.m. Free. Community Media Center, 900 
San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-
326-8837. 
peaceandjustice.org

Goings On
The best of what’s happening on the Midpeninsula

Birds of a different feather
The San Francisco band Birds & Batteries plays this Saturday, Aug. 
30, at Red Rock Coffee at 201 Castro St. in Mountain View. The 
band bills its sound as “genre-hopping” among dance-rock, country 
ballads and electronic music; the musicians use synths and laptops 
along with the more traditional instruments of bass, drums and gui-
tar. Their 2007 album is called “I’ll Never Sleep Again.” The 7 p.m. 
show also includes a performance by The Mumlers; admission is 
$5. Go to www.redrockcoffee.org or call 650-967-4473.

CALENDAR. Information for Weekly 
and Master Community Calendar 
listings must now be submitted 
online. Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.
com, click on “Master Community 
Calendar,” and then click on “Submit 
a listing.” Listings are published in the 
papers on a space-available basis. 
NEWS. The online form is for 
Calendar listings only. To submit 
information for possible use 
elsewhere in the paper, send it the 
usual way: e-mail editor@paweekly.
com; fax (650) 326-3928, Attn: Editor; 
or mail to Editor, Palo Alto Weekly, 
703 High St., Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
QUESTIONS? Call the reception 
desk at the Palo Alto Weekly between 
8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. weekdays,  
(650) 326-8210. After hours, 
you may press zero and leave a 
message in the general mailbox. 

For complete Calendar 
listings, go to  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com  
and click on “Master 

Community Calendar.” 



Stanford senior Ryan Imamura was awarded an extra year of eligibility 
due to a medical redshirt. He adds experience to a team on the rise.

Stanford middle blocker Erin Waller is one of several talented seniors who would like to end their women’s 
volleyball careers with a national title, something that eluded them last year.

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL

STANFORD MEN'S SOCCER
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at 

Nebraska, 5 p.m. CBS College Sports 
Network

Sunday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford vs. Tex-

as at Nebraska, 10:30 a.m. CBS College 
Sports Network

Saturday, Sept. 6
Football: Stanford at Arizona State, 7 

p.m. FSN Arizona

ON THE AIR

CARDINAL CORNER . . . For-
mer Stanford lacrosse goalkeeper 
Laura Shane joined the staff 
of Cardinal coach Amy Bok-
ker along with Jaime Sellers it 
was announced on Wednesday. 
Shane and Sellers (William & 
Mary) played against each other 
last season. “She was an excel-
lent leader for her team and that 
certainly attracted her to me,” 
Bokker said. “She has an extreme 
passion for the game and is re-
ally eager to get into the coaching 
ranks.” Shane, a three-time All-
America, was named last year’s 
national Goalkeeper of the Year 
by womenslacrosse.com. She 
led the nation in save percentage 
(.559) and saves (232) and was 
second in saves per game (11.6).

GOLF AND BASEBALL . . .  The 
Palo Alto Oaks semi-pro baseball 
team hosts the annual Tony Mak-
javich Memorial Golf Tournament 
at Sunol Valley Golf Club on Sept. 
6. For information and entry form, 
visit www.paoaks.com.

SOCCER STAR . . . Gunn High 
grad Matt Marquess, who was 
drafted by the Kansas City Wiz-
ards of the MLS, will be in town 
on Saturday for the Wizards’ 7 
p.m. game against the San Jose 
Earthquakes at Buck Shaw Sta-
dium, where Marquess played 
college soccer for Santa Clara for 
three years. Marquess started on 
the Wizards’ reserve squad, and 
has since earned a starting role.

TRAIN TRACKS . . . All aboard 
the Bootleg’s Boot-Train, a unique 
form of transportation between 
Chicago and South Bend for 
Stanford football fans only. The 
Bootleg, hoping to inspire mean-
ingful dialogue, is hosting the 
event for Stanford’s football game 
at Notre Dame on Oct. 4. The 
trip includes chartered buses be-
tween the South Bend train sta-
tion and the stadium. Food and 
drink are available. Cost is $135. 
Please follow the link below for all 
the pertinent information: http://
stanford.scout.com/2/780977.
html. The link to the online reg-
istration form: http://www.stan-
fordalumni.org/erc/regional/detail.
html?cid=203670&ref=erc.

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our online 
edition at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE
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Serving 
up a title 
contender
Evans, Lichtman will 
share setter duties to 

open the season
by Geoff Lepper

T o avoid partaking in a little 
slice of unwanted history, the 
Stanford women’s volleyball 

team is delving deep into its own 
archives.

Not since the Cardinal captured 
the first of its six NCAA titles in 
1992 has the program gone four full 
years without a national champion-
ship.

Hoping to break its current string 
of three seasons without a banner 
— and to make up for the departure 
of four-year starter Bryn Kehoe at 
setter — Stanford will open the sea-
son using a 6-2 attack. It’s the first 
time Stanford will be using such a 
dual-setter scheme since the 1994-
95 season, when three-time All-
Americans Lisa Sharpley and Cary 
Wendell shared the duties.

How much success Joanna Ev-
ans and Cassidy Lichtman have at 
replacing Kehoe, a first-team All-
American last season, could play a 
large part in determining whether 
the Cardinal turns back-to-back sec-
ond-place finishes into title No. 7.

“Our intent to start the season 
right now is with both of them in the 
lineup, because they both deserve 
it,” Stanford coach John Dunning 
said. “They’ve both worked very 
hard, they’re both doing well.”

There’s plenty of focus on Ke-
hoe’s spot because she’s one of only 
two players who graduated from last 
year’s team; middle blocker Franci 
Girard being the other.

The split-time situation is not set 
in stone for Evans, a 6-foot junior 

by Rick Eymer

T im Jones would have preferred 
Stanford win a few more men’s 
soccer games during his fresh-

man season, but you won’t find him 
complaining. The progress since 
then gives the senior defender hope 
for a successful end to his college 
career.

Jones worked himself into the 
starting lineup eight games into his 
first year on The Farm and has been 
there ever since. He’s working on 46 
consecutive starts, the last 36 in a 
winning environment.

Expectations are higher than ever 
these days as Jones joins six other 
seniors and seven juniors to give 
the Cardinal the look of seasoned 
veterans as it prepares to open its 

season at San Jose State on Sunday 
at 7 p.m.

“We have a lot of starters coming 
back, including the entire midfield, 
and a strong group of freshmen,” 
Jones said. “We have high hopes. 
The team is more cohesive than ever 
and we’re coming together. This 
year we’ve got great strikers and we 
emphasize playing team defense”

It also helps that Stanford returns 
nine starters (10 if you include Evan 
Morgan, who missed last season 
with a knee injury) from a squad 
that finished second in the Pac-10 
last year.

Now only is Morgan an added 
bonus, Ryan Imamura was granted 
a medical redshirt due to a broken 

Keeping their focus on 
the larger picture

Jones, Imamura think the Cardinal has potential to win 
conference title, reach the NCAA tournament
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by Geoff Lepper

This summer, Stanford seniors 
Foluke Akinradewo and Cyn-
thia Barboza visited Japan, 

Poland, Taiwan and Japan again as 
members of the U.S. national team.

But their hectic itinerary had one 
major omission.

After spending months in Colo-
rado Springs and around the globe 
training with and playing for Team 
USA, neither Akinradewo, a 6-foot-3 
middle blocker, nor Barboza, a 6-0 
outside hitter, were asked to accom-
pany the team to its final destina-
tion: Beijing.

Instead, the pair — two of the fi-
nal cuts from the field from which 
coach “Jenny” Lang Ping composed 
her 12-player roster — had to watch 
while the U.S. went on to win a sil-
ver medal last week in the Olym-
pics.

“I have the full trust that those are 
12 of the best players in our country, 
and at no point was I ever like, ‘Oh, 
I could do that better than she could; 
I should be in Beijing,’” said Bar-
boza, who served as first alternate 
on the U.S. team that went to Athens 
for the 2004 Games. “That’s never 
once gone through my head . . . our 
role on that team was to push the 
rest of those players to be as good 
as they can be.”

Akinradewo skipped the winter 

and spring quarters to join the na-
tional team program in January, just 
a couple of weeks after Stanford’s 
runner-up finish in last season’s 
NCAA Tournament. Barboza came 
onboard in March and missed the 
spring quarter. Both players were 
on the 12-player roster during the 
Americans’ run in the World Grand 
Prix, which included those far-flung 
stops in Asia and Europe.

The final word came down in 
mid-July in Yokohama, Japan, im-
mediately after the Americans 
completed their fourth-place finish 
in the WGP.

“We were in Japan when they 
made the final cuts, for the World 
Grand Prix, so they brought people 
into their rooms to tell them whether 
or not they made the team,” said Ak-
inradewo, who toured China with 
the U.S. team in March and April. 
“And I guess we were the last two 
not to make it.”

The outcome was not wholly 
surprising. Lang leaned heavily on 
experience in crafting her team, 
bringing along eight prior Olympi-
ans, including former Stanford stars 
Logan Tom and Ogonna Nnamani.

“I think the way that Jenny was 
looking at it for this year, she really 
wanted a veteran team,” said Cal se-
nior Morgan Beck, who also trained 
with the U.S. team in the spring. “It 
was known as the year of the vet-

erans. So in a way, because of her 
outlook, I’m not surprised (that Ak-
inradewo and Barboza didn’t make 
it).”

One silver lining for Akinradewo 
and Barboza was that they had an 
intimate knowledge of what the 
U.S. was trying to do in practically 
every situation, making for a vastly 
enhanced viewing experience over 
that of most folks watching NBC’s 
coverage.

“It’s cool to watch it on TV be-
cause you really feel like you were 
a part of the process,” Barboza said. 
“You can watch it and know what 
system they’re running, and know 
when they make a great play that 
that’s something they’ve been strug-
gling with in practice, and you get 
to see them do it in one of the most 
important matches of their lives.”

Now, the trick is to put the nation-
al-team experience to use in helping 
the Cardinal claim its first NCAA 
title since 2004.

“You learn what you need to do to 
in order to not only raise your level 
of play but to raise your teammates’ 
level around you,” Akinradewo said. 
“It helps that leadership role a lot.”

Added Barboza: “You’re in the 
gym every day with the best players 
in the world, playing with and play-
ing against them. And that can only 
make you better.”

by Rick Eymer

S ophomores Xanthe Travlos 
and Camille Gandhi came to 
Stanford from England. Junior 

Jennifer Luther came down from 
British Columbia. Others traveled 
from Ohio, New York and Texas. 
There’s even a few from Califor-
nia.

Wherever they came from, these 
Cardinal athletes helped put the 
school’s field hockey program on 
the map.

Stanford had a sensational sea-
son last year, recording a winning 
record for the first time in six years 
and reaching the NCAA tournament 
for the first time in eight years.

The Cardinal, with nine returning 
starters, is poised for better things 
ahead.

Stanford (13-8 last year, the 
second-most wins in program his-
tory) opens the season with a home 
match against Drexel on Saturday 
at 1 p.m.

Travlos, a first team West Region 
All-American last year, helps make 
the Stanford group of midfielders a 
strength this season. Travlos led the 
Cardinal with 71 shots and ranked 
second in goals (9), assists (5) and 
points (23).

“Xanthe is coming off a tremen-
dous season and made a huge im-
pact for us last year,” said Stanford 
coach Lesley Irvine, the reigning 
NorPac Coach of the Year. “She is 
very versatile and may contribute at 
several positions.”

Travlos was chosen to play for the 
England Under-21 team that com-
petes at the EuroHockey Junior Na-
tions Championships.

Senior Hillary Braun recorded 
career high numbers in goals (3), 
points (12) and shots (24) last sea-
son.

Sophomore Jaimee Erickson, who 
made seven starts, had two goals 
and two assists for a total of six 
points, sophomore Katherine Don-
ner, and freshman Devon Holman 
should also figure into the mix and 
provide depth.

“Hillary is an integral part of 
our team and a leader on the field 
and in our corner unit,” Irvine said. 
“Jaimee also had a good spring, so 
she will receive some more playing 
time. Devon is another versatile ath-
lete that should help us out in this 
area.”

Senior Bailey Richardson, a two-
time Second Team All-NorPac hon-
oree and last year’s NorPac Tourna-
ment MVP, will the anchor of the 
backline. Gandhi, the 2007 NorPac 
Rookie of the Year, had six goals, 
five assists, 17 points and 35 shot at-
tempts in 21 games.

Luther and fellow juniors Rachel 
Bush and Nora Soza also figure into 
the defensive rotation.

Sophomore Heather Alcorn, one 
of four freshmen to play in every 
match last year and freshman Leigh 
Kaulbach will also contribute.

“I like what we have on defense,” 
Irvine said. “Bailey is one of our 

most experienced players and we 
are counting on her to be big for us 
again this year. Camille has played 
some great field hockey over the 
summer and we definitely expect 
her to be a leader.”

Junior Rachel Mozenter estab-
lished career-highs in every catego-
ry last year, scoring eight goals and 
dishing out four assists for a total 
of 20 points while playing every 
game.

Senior Chloe Bade is another 
front-line threat for the Cardinal. 

Juniors Katherine Swank, Marla-
na Shile and Midori Uehara are also 
expected to contribute to the Stan-
ford attack. Swank scored two goals 
and added two assists in 21games 
last year while Shile pitched in with 
three goals and three assists in 16 
contests. Uehara played in 15 games 
and was effective down the stretch.

Freshmen Stephanie Byrne and 
Katie Mitchell will also get a long 
look. 

One of two freshmen, Alessandra 
Moss and Beth Ridley, will be asked 
to take over for the graduated Madi-
son Bell, who started in goal each 
of the last three years and earned 
All-NorPac honors during her junior 
and senior seasons.

Moss, a redshirt last year, holds 
a slight edge in the experience cat-
egory, mentoring under Bell last 
year and coming off a solid spring 
season. Ridley is the tallest player 
on the Cardinal squad, standing 
5-foot-10.

World travelers missed one destination
Stanford All-Americans Akinradewo, Barboza were part of the U.S. Olympic women’s volleyball process

Putting Stanford field hockey on the map
Nine returning starters make a return to NCAA tournament a realistic goal

Senior All-American Cynthia Barboza was an alternate for the 2004 
Olympic team and one of the final cuts this summer.

Redshirt freshman Alessandra Moss could be the key to Stanford’s suc-
cess as one of two young goalkeepers.
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City of Palo Alto  
Environmental Assessment

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration has been prepared by the Palo Alto Department of 
Planning and Community Environment for the project listed below.  
This document will be available for review and comment during a 
minimum 20-day inspection period beginning August 29, 2008 
through September 17, 2008 during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 
12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.

This project is tentatively scheduled for consideration by the City 
Council at a public hearing on Monday, October 20, 2008 at 7:00 
P.M. in the Palo Alto City Council Chambers on the first floor of the 
Civic Center, located at 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. 

Ordinance to Reduce Single-Use Plastic Checkout 
Bags:  The project is a proposed Ordinance which would reduce 
the use of single use plastic checkout bags (Plastic bags) in Palo 
Alto thereby reducing the number of them that are released to the 
natural environment and the number that are disposed of in landfill. 
Plastic bags includes compostable plastic bags. The Ordinance 
would prohibit Supermarkets from making Plastic bags available at 
checkout stands (Supermarkets are full service grocery stores with 
gross annual sales of two million dollars ($2,000,000) or more).  Plastic 
bags would still be allowed in the produce and meat departments of 
supermarkets. 

 
Curtis Williams, Interim Director of Planning and 

Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers 
and Council Conference Room.  Sign language interpreters will be 
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

City of Palo Alto  
Environmental Assessment

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration has been prepared by the Palo Alto Department of 
Planning and Community Environment for the project listed below.  
This document will be available for review and comment during a 
minimum 20-day inspection period beginning August 29, 2008 
through September 17, 2008 during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 
12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.

This project is tentatively scheduled for consideration by the City 
Council at a public hearing on Monday, October 20, 2008 
at 7:00 P.M. in the Palo Alto City Council Chambers on the first 
floor of the Civic Center, located at 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, 
California. 

Ordinance to Reduce Polystyrene and Non-Recyclable 
Food Service Container Usage:  The project is a proposed 
Ordinance which would reduce the use of Polystyrene (PS) and 
non-recyclable plastic food service containers in Palo Alto thereby 
reducing the number of these containers that are released to the 
natural environment and the number that are disposed of in landfills.  
The Ordinance would prohibit food vendors from selling or providing 
prepared food to customers in Polystyrene food service containers, 
and require the use of recyclable plastic containers when using a 
plastic alternative. Nothing in the Ordinance shall be interpreted to 
restrict the use of any form of fiber or paper disposable food service 
container. The restrictions would be effective 12 months from the 
date of adoption.

Curtis Williams, Interim Director of Planning 
and Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers 
and Council Conference Room.  Sign language interpreters will be 
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

foot suffered while at Cornell and 
returns for a sixth season.

Overall, the Cardinal can claim 
18 players who have at least some 
college experience.

“There were a lot of us in the past 
that didn’t have that experience,” 
Jones said. “This year there’s a big 
difference. We definitely talk about 
what we want to accomplish and 
we have high hopes for this team. 
We’ve set a goal to win the Pac-10, 
which we think can be done after 
finishing second last year. At the 
national level, we’re aiming for a 
NCAA appearance and to go as far 
as possible.”

Defense remains the main 
strength at Stanford. The Cardinal 
(4-4-2 in the Pac-10, 7-6-5 last year) 
allowed 16 goals, an average of 0.83 
per game. Stanford outshot its oppo-
nents by a healthy 244-102 margin. 
The Cardinal needs to find the net a 
little more often.

“Over the past couple of years 
we’ve played in a lot of 0-0 games 
where one thing here or there has 
changed the flow of the game,” 
Jones said. “We have to work on 
finishing more than ever. Having 
Evan Morgan back will be a big 
help there. We could be dangerous, 
especially with the experience of the 
midfield.”

The midfield attack that could 
include returning starters Thiago 
Sa Freire, Tom Montgomery, Brant 
Bishop, T.J. Novak and Bobby War-
saw provides Stanford with a solid 

foundation.
Jones, Imamura and returning 

goalkeeper John Moore solidify 
the back line along with returning 
starter Ryan Thomas.

Morgan returns to anchor a for-
ward line that may be short in expe-
rience but long in talent. Sophomore 
Daniel Leon played quite a bit in the 
front line and junior Alex Kozach-
enko saw some action there.

“It’s been a process to get all of 
us on the same page with the same 
goal,” Imamura said. “Last year we 
thought we could do something. 
This year we have something like 
nine returning starters. There’s 
definitely a comfort level. We know 
each other’s personalities and how 
we fit together. It’s like having a 
three-week head start.”

Seniors Michael Alexander and 
Enrique Allen and junior Michael 
Strickland give Stanford depth in 
the midfield, while juniors Josh 
Nesbit and Brent Stewart do the 
same in the net.

Thomas, Leon and Warsaw lead 
a sophomore class ready to do more 
for the Cardinal this season. They 
include Kevin Huang, Shaun Cul-
ver, Cameron Lamming, and Domi-
nique Yahyvai.

Freshmen from a group that in-
cludes Clayton Holz, Alexander 
Binnie, Ben Grafentin, Tommy 
Ryan, Taylor Amman, and Garrett 
Gunther will also get a chance to 
contribute right away.

“We’re shooting as high as pos-
sible; to go as far as we can,” 
Imamura said. “The Pac-10 is a 
great test. It’s one of the top two 
conferences in the nation as far as 
talent and competition. Cal, UCLA 
... it’s a great testing ground, where 
your weaknesses are exposed and 
you find your strengths. We want to 
play against the best, and we want 
a tough preseason. It’s a way to im-
prove and go forward.”

Neither Jones nor Imamura ex-
pected to attend Stanford out of high 
school. Imamura, in fact, began his 
career at Cornell before transferring 
into the Cardinal program after ini-
tiating contact with the school.

Jones figured he stay close to his 
home in Georgia, and had all but 
made up his mind to play for an east 
coast school.

“I was scouted by college coaches 
at national tournaments,” Jones said. 
“My regional team came out to a 
tournament in Southern California, 
and that’s where I first heard about 
Stanford. I was looking mostly in the 
southeast and had pretty much de-
cided it was between St. John’s and 
Wake Forest. I didn’t plan to go too 
far from home. Then Stanford came 
into the picture and when I took my 
official visit, I fell in love with the 
school. I just felt in synch and then 
there’s the academic option. It was 
the best of both worlds. It was fairly 
easy to make the decision.”

Jones had some insight into the re-
cruiting process, having watched his 
older sister (by a year) go through 
the process. Megan Jones, an all-
conference player, graduated from 
Kentucky this past spring.

“I was a little more prepared for it 
because of her,” Jones said. “I start-
ed working on things when I was a 
sophomore, and she was a junior.”

Jones and Imamura are happy to 
be at Stanford, however circuitous 
their routes.

“I’m ready to play,” Imamura said. 
“There are great possibilities for this 
team. There’s untapped potential.”

Discount rates without

D I S C O U N T  S E R V I C E .
It’s no accident more people trust 
State Farm to insure their cars.  
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040034  12/04

Gurbinder S Mavi, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0F22244
101 University Avenue, Suite 111
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Bus: 650-326-0660

Men's soccer

Date Opponent                Time
Sunday  at San Jose St.         7 p.m.
Sept. 5 vs. SMU (at Cal)    1:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 vs. Cornell                  1 p.m.
Sept. 13 at  USF                  7 p.m.
Sept. 19 vs. Creighton              8 p.m.
Sept. 21 vs. Drake             2:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 vs. Santa Clara           7 p.m.
Oct. 3 at Washington*          7 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Oregon St.*            1 p.m.
Oct. 10 vs. San Diego St.*  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 12 vs. UCLA*             2:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 vs. Cal*                   7 p.m.
Oct. 24 at New Mexico  6 p.m.
Oct. 31 at San Diego St.*   noon
Nov. 2 at UCLA*             2:30 p.m.
Nov. 7 vs. Washington* 7 p.m.
Nov. 9 vs. Oregon St.* 1 p.m.
Nov. 15 at Cal*                   2 p.m.
Nov. 21-25 NCAA           1st/2nd rounds 
Nov. 29-30NCAA              Sweet Sixteen
Dec. 7-0    NCAA                    Elite Eight 
Dec. 12-14       College Cup 
*Pac-10 matches

MEN'S SOCCER SCHEDULE

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Nonconference

Sunday
Pacific  0 0 — 0
Stanford  5 0 — 5

Stanford — Taylor (unassisted); Press 
(Noyola); Press (unassisted); O’Hara (Press); 
own goal.

Records: Stanford 1-0; Pacific 1-1

Schedule
TODAY
Soccer

College women — Navy at Stanford, 7 
p.m.

Volleyball
College women — Stanford at Nebraska, 

5 p.m.

SATURDAY
Cross country

College — Stanford at USF Invitational
Field hockey

College — Drexel at Stanford, 1 p.m.

SUNDAY
Soccer

College men — Stanford at San Jose 
State, 7 p.m.

College women — Boston College at 
Stanford, 1 p.m.

Volleyball
College women  Stanford vs. Texas at 

Nebraska;v10:30 a.m.

SCOREBOARD
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TIME & PLACE 
  PLEASE NOTE TIMES: 5K walk 7:15pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm. 

Race-night registration 6:15 to 8:00pm at City of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east 
of the Embarcadero Exit off Highway 101).  
Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE 
  5K and 10K loop courses over Palo Alto Baylands levee, through the marshlands by the light of the Harvest Moon! Course 

is flat, USAT&F certified (10k run only) on levee and paved roads. Water at all stops. (Course map available at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com)

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE 
  Pre-registration fee is $20 per entrant (postmarked by September 5, 2008) and includes a long-sleeve t-shirt. Late/race-night 

registration is $25 and includes a shirt only while supplies last. A scantron card must be filled out at race-night registration. 
Family package: Children 12 and under run free with a registered parent. A completed entry form for each child must be 
submitted with adult registration. Please indicate on form and include $10 for an adult small t-shirt. No confirmation of mail-in 
registration available. Registration also available online at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations (and t-shirts will not be held).

SPORTS TEAM/CLUBS: Pre-registration opportunity for organizations of 10 or more runners; contact Amy at   
(650) 326-8210 ext. 285.

MINORS: If not pre-registered Minors under 18 MUST bring signed parental/waiver form (below) on race 
 night to participate. In addition scantron card must be completely filled out at race-night registration.

DIVISIONS 
  Age divisions: 9 & under; 10-12; 13-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69, and 70 & over with separate divisions for 

male and female runners in each age group. Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs only; not 5K walk.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS by A Change of Pace 
  Race results will be posted on the Internet at www.PaloAltoOnline.com 10am on 9/15. Registration forms must be filled 

out completely and correctly for results to be accurate. Race organizers are not responsible for incorrect results caused by 
incomplete or incorrect registration forms.

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT 
  Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. DJ, Efren Ayala. Pre-race warmup     by Andre 

Bobo.

BENEFICIARY 
  Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-profits and charitable organizations. In 

April 2008, 37 organizations received a total of $240,000 (from the 2007-2008 Holiday Fund.)

MORE INFORMATION 
  Call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com. or go to  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

  For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and 10K runs. They are welcome on the 5K walk only. No retract-
able leashes! Please bring your own clean-up bag. Jogging strollers welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of either run.

Flashlights/head lights recommended.

Register online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

24TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY MOONLIGHT RUN & WALK 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2008

City of Palo Alto Recreation Presents

City of
Palo Alto 

Recreation 
Presents

24th Annual

Palo Alto Weekly

September 12, 2008

GOT OLD SHOES? Give them to Meb!  We’ll be collecting gently worn athletic shoes 
to go to those in need in war-zones and post-conflict areas. Bring your shoes to the Project 
Active booth on the baseball diamond and support your sport by giving back. Go to www.
GiveMebYourShoes.com for more information about the cause.

from Piedmont who backed up Ke-
hoe last season, or Lichtman, a 6-1 
sophomore who appeared as a hitter 
and defensive specialist in 2007. Al-
though Dunning said he’s comfort-
able running a 6-2 all the way from 
Stanford’s season-opener against 
Nebraska on Friday to the NCAA 
tournament in December, there will 
be periods of re-evaluation and one 
or the other may take the job full-
time.

“They add different things to the 
game, and we have options of using 
both of them, or one of them,” se-
nior outside hitter Cynthia Barboza 
said. “I mean, we have a lot of op-
tions and we’re just kind of playing 
around with it, seeing what clicks 
the best with the team.”

Of course, any setter would want 
to join a team that’s as armed to the 
teeth as the No. 2-ranked Cardinal, 
starting with the 6-foot Barboza, a 
two-time All-American, and fel-
low captain Foluke Akinradewo, a 
6-3 middle blocker, three-time All-
American and 2007 National Player 
of the Year. Alix Klineman, a 6-4 
outside hitter and 2007 Freshman 
of the Year, heads up a sophomore 
class that had a tremendous impact 
last season. And senior Erin Waller, 
a 6-1 senior, provides a fourth re-
turning starter at opposite.

“If you went to play the next day 
without (Kehoe), you’d be drasti-
cally different. And without Franci, 
because you just grew so used to 
playing together,” Dunning said. 

“But, we have enough good things 
on our team in terms of outstanding 
attackers — Cynthia and Foluke, 
Alex, Erin Waller, Janet Okogbaa 
— that the pressure on the setters 
is less than it might be. They don’t 
have to be perfect to start with.”

Perfection is not necessary dur-
ing the regular season. More to the 
point, it’s probably not possible in a 
Pac-10 Conference that features six 
of the top 11 teams in the preseason 
CBS/AVCA coaches poll. All that 
matters for the seniors — Akin-
radewo, Barboza, Waller, Jessica 
Fishburn and Menlo School grad 
Alex Fisher — is being perfect dur-
ing the NCAAs, and thus avoiding 
becoming the first Stanford class in 
17 years not to win at least one title 
on the Farm.

“One (runner-up finish) was 
enough. One, you get motivated. 
Two, you’re like, ‘This has to be it,’” 
Akinradewo said. “The thing that 
we’ve learned about our team is just 
wanting to win a national champi-
onship isn’t enough. I think that’s re-
ally important to our team this year, 
building team chemistry, and once 
we have that, that solid foundation, 
it’s inevitable that we’re going to be 
successful.”

Serving up

Returning All-Americans Foluke Akinradewo (16) and sophomore Alix Klineman (10) will play an important 
role as the second-ranked Cardinal gear up for another championship run.

Joanna Evans Alix Klineman
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BURLINGAME
Hyatt Regency SFO

1333 Bayshore Hwy
Wednesday, October 17
10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

MENLO PARK
Stanford Park Hotel

100 El Camino Real
Wednesday, October 10
10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

MOUNTAIN VIEW
Hilton Garden Inn

840 East El Camino Real
Tuesday, October 9

10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

PALO ALTO
Crowne Plaza Cabaña

4290 El Camino Real
Thursday, October 11
10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

PALO ALTO
Crowne Plaza Cabaña

4290 El Camino Real
Thursday, October 11
6:00 PM - 8:45 PM

(PM)(AM)

R How to Sell Appreciated Property Without Paying Capital Gains Tax R Dispelling the Myths of Annuities
R Avoiding the Pitfalls of B Trust Funding R Understanding Medicare and Long Term Care
R IRA Regulations and Avoiding Double Taxation R Fiduciary Responsibilities of Trustees
R Increasing Your Income Through Tax Credits and Real Estate Investment Trusts R Avoiding Identity Theft

More information including dates and locations will be given at the 7 Biggest Mistakes workshop

Congratulations,
your family trust
is now complete.

How should
we tell the

kids?

Should we even
tell them?

At least our
children won’t have
to struggle like we

did.

Mom & Dad,
This is your money,

enjoy it. Don’t
worry about us.

I hope this doesn’t 
split the family.

I wonder what
they’re really

thinking?

Why don’t you go
on a long vacation?

I don’t want to 
think about this.

$

Ask us about our upcoming Advanced Trustee Training Workshop!

Congratulations! You’ve established your own Trust, the first step to securing your financial future. Today, many people have created trusts
as a means of ensuring the orderly transition of their estate. A trust can serve as a sophisticated management & investment-planning vehicle
in a complex world. Most persons named as trustees do not have the required skills and knowledge demanded by today’s courts. Only a few
fully understand the obligations and liabilities associated with serving as a trustee.

The role of a trustee requires more than simply signing documents.
Family trusts often unravel due to time, circumstance, improper planning and implementation. Proper planning and education can help
ensure that your desires become reality for future generations. Sadly, most trustees fail to adequately understand the significance of their
responsibilities. Learn how not to fail as a trustee. This workshop will provide essential training for trustees and trustors of living trusts.

Workshop Dates:

SOUND FAMILIAR?

Who Should Attend?
Persons who have created trusts
or are named as trustees of a trust

What You Will Learn
Avoid Common Trustee Mistakes

Federal Regulations for Trustees

Trustee Planning Techniques

Why Living Trusts May Fail

New IRS Tax Codes
“IRAs” Unexpected Tax 

Consequences

The New Dynasty IRA NEWNEW

TRUSTEES OFTEN MAKE

invites you to a Free Educational Workshop oninvites you to a Free Educational Workshop on
A D V A N C E D  T R U S T E E  S T R A T E G I E S

The BIGGEST MISTAKESBIGGEST MISTAKESThe 77 ®

®

ATS Financial Advisor - Sandeep Varma & Associates
A $950.00 attendance fee will be charged to all stockbrokers, insurance agents and legal professionals.

Securities offered through Linsco/Private Ledger (LPL) Member NASD/SIPC
Sandeep Varma, ATS Financial Advisor CA. Insurance License  #0790710 (10-2007)

0 AFS 1999-2007

(888) I-GOT-2-PLANDue to limited seating please call Sharon at (888) I-GOT-2-PLAN
(888) 446-8275 or (650) 776-2368 or rsvp@atsfinancial.com

0 AFS 1999-2007

Sandeep Varma
ATS Financial Advisor

Jack White
ATS Spokesperson

1999-2008

San Mateo
Hilton Garden Inn
2000 Bridgepointe Circle
Tuesday, September 16th

10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

Menlo Park
Stanford Park Hotel

100 El Camino Real
Wednesday, September 17th

10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

Palo Alto (PM)
Crowne Plaza Cabana

4290 El Camino Real
Tuesday, September 23rd

6:00 PM - 8:45 PM

Palo Alto (AM)
Crowne Plaza Cabana

4290 El Camino Real
Tuesday, September 23rd

10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

Mountain View
Hilton Garden Inn
840 East El Camino Real
Monday, September 15th

10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

Securities offered through LPL Financial • Member FINRA/SIPC
Sandeep Varma, ATS Financial Advisor • CA. Insurance License #0790710 (09-2008)

Briana

1999-2008

(888) 446-8275 or (650) 243-2224

 ATS Wealth Strategist ATS Wealth Strategist


