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Hair International 
at Stanford Shopping Center

BRIDAL SPECIALISTS
We offer a wide variety of bridal styles, tailored to YOUR needs

we are available in-salon and on site.

232 STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER, PALO ALTO ◆ 650.324.2007

...Offering a Palo Alto Weekly 
Bridal Package Special! 

Please ask for our 
Bridal Co-ordinator

Paper
Pizzazz!
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Invitations are the fi rst impression your guests 
receive for your special day. They set the tone of 

your affair. Let Paper Pizzazz! help you make the 
fi rst step beginning with Save the Dates to Invi-
taions and personalized accessories.

(650) 858-0771 fax: (650) 858-0772
Email: paperpizzazz@pacbell.net

by Frosty

DISCOUNTED
Save the Dates  Bridal Showers  Announcements
Invitations  Rehearsal Dinnners  Gifts  Accessories

10%off

719 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park • (650) 321-6920
310 South California Avenue, Palo Alto • (650) 326-7970

any order of $50 or more with this ad
Expires 6/30/08
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Wedding
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by Carol Blitzer

They say love can be found in unexpect-
ed places — but sometimes it’s right in 
front of you.

It almost seems a truism that if you meet 
someone doing something you love, you’ll 
have a lot in common — or at least one key 
activity.

Couples have met while hiking, ballroom 
dancing or volunteering in the community 
(see sidebar). Others find love through reli-
gious groups or political functions. 

Dawn Bieser just wanted to learn how to 
dance, so she signed up for a few of Robin 
Rebello’s workshops in Los Altos. Every 
week Rebello invites her students, as well 
as the general public, to come to Cubberley 
Community Center for an hour of lessons fol-
lowed by a dance party.

Bieser met her future husband Charlie Fol-
lis at her very first Friday Night Dance party 
11 years ago. Follis had been coming for a 
year. 

“I went with the expectation of learning to 
dance. The very nice thing about the dancing 
is you do meet people who enjoy the same 
things. It’s a very non-threatening environ-
ment,” she said.

“I was in my late 30s and single and didn’t 

like the bar scene. I just wanted to meet qual-
ity singles in an environment that was happy 
and healthy, just a clean environment as op-
posed to the bar scene,” Follis said. “It was a 
nice mix of people. I made some friends and 
I learned to dance.”

Bieser had come for the beginners’ lesson 
at 8 p.m. and was strolling out at 9 when Fol-
lis approached her, saying “You can’t leave 
until you dance with me.” They spent the 
evening dancing and one thing led to another. 

Bieser and Follis celebrated their sixth an-
niversary last summer.

Bieser said Friday Night Dance “is a nice 
place to go. People are not there to pick peo-
ple up. Maybe some people are, but it’s not 
that kind of scene, like going to a regular 
bar.”

According to Rebello, in the early 1990s, 
when 500 people would typically show up 
on a Friday night, there were six weddings 
a year from people who met at Friday Night 
Dance. Today the party attracts closer to 200 
people, but couples do connect.

“A guy from New Zealand stopped by one 
year. He walked out with a woman and they 
ended up getting married. They met the first 
night they went there,” Rebello said.

Besides their common interest in dancing, 

the couple loves to hike. They organized the 
South Bay Ramblers three years ago and do 
two hikes per month locally in the South Bay 
(see www.southbayramblers.com).

Hiking is another common interest that ap-
pears to draw like-minded souls.

Peter Andree, 54, met his partner Vicky 
Graham through Sierra Singles, a sub-group 
of the Loma Prieta chapter of the Sierra Club, 
a little more than two years ago.

For a Halloween dance, Andree dressed up 
in his best suit, added ribbons and bows and a 
gift tag that read “From God to Women.” 

“I guess she saw it and believed it. It pays 
to advertise,” he said, tongue-in-cheek.

Andree, a chiropractor from Redwood City, 
was involved in Sierra Singles about a year 
before meeting Graham, a high-tech marketer 
from Brisbane.

“When you start with an affinity group, 
you start knowing you have at least one thing 
in common. You’re not going to hook up with 
a couch potato in Sierra Club,” he said.

While the hikes he leads tend to be short 
because of his arthritis, he said “You tend to 
meet people who are at your level. Beyond 
that, it’s just the usual things that make peo-
ple connect. You’ll feel it with some people 
and not others. It’s a friendly atmosphere, 
you see if you can make a connection, with 
no pressure.”

Today both Andree and Graham are hike 
leaders, and have remained in the singles 
group even though they’re in a relationship.

“We thought it would be hard if two lead-
ers dropped out. We both enjoy the social 
aspect,” Andree said. Once he was a member 
of another group called Meeting for Good, 
but that group went under after a number of 
couples met there and dropped out. “They 
were killed by their own success. They didn’t 
have active people coming in to take their 
place,” he said. 

Andree contrasts the Sierra Singles events 
with a 10-minute dating event: “If I didn’t 
meet anybody, I viewed it as an evening wast-
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Singles share a love of the environment during hikes with Sierra Singles.

(continued on next page)

Charlie Follis and 
Dawn Bieser married 
after meeting at the 
Friday Night Dance 
at Cubberley 
Community Center.

Courtesy Sierra Singles
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“  Our Photography
 is an investment in a 

 moment that  lasts a  

 lifetime.”

415 University Avenue, Palo Alto, CA • (650) 321-5574
www.mockphotography.com

THEODORE H. MOCK

PHOTOGRAPHY

Located only 5 minutes from downtown Palo Alto, the Creekside
Inn should be your “Wedding Central.”

For more information call our wedding specialist, Kerrilynn Symonds
at 650-213-4218 or email ksymonds@creekside-inn.com.

The Creekside Inn is the perfect choice when bringing friends and
family together for your special day. Our 3-1/2 acre garden setting
and beautiful banquet rooms are ideal for pre- and post wedding
receptions and get-togethers. We specialize in wedding party
accommodations that afford your guests every amenity, including:
• Spacious and luxurious guest rooms and suites with garden views
• In-room coffee, terry robes, and complimentary

wireless Internet access
• Heated pool, workout facility, and room service 

3400 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306

650-493-2411
Creekside-inn.com

(650) 322-8882
www.lajolienailspa.com

La Jolie Nail spa 
was built with a strong confi dence 
in luxurious services and great 
customer satisfaction with affordable 
prices for women and men.

trained staff.

instead of jet pedicure chairs to 
avoid infection.

pumices.

each use.

HOST A PARTY

corporate event or friends/
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UPCOMING SINGLES EVENTS
This is just a sampling of events where 

people can meet people who share an inter-
est.

Friday Night Dance
www.readybyte.com/fridaynightdance
Friday, Feb. 15, 8 p.m.: Rumba / Bolero
Friday, Feb. 22, 8 p.m.: Tango
Friday, Feb. 29, 8 p.m.: Salsa
Social ballroom dance lessons for begin-

ning and intermediate levels, no experience 
and no partner necessary. General dance 
party 9 p.m.-midnight. Dressy-casual attire. 
$8. Cubberley Community Center Pavilion, 
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. For in-
formation, call Robin Rebello at 650-856-
9930 or e-mail fridaynightdance@yahoo.
com. 

Hands On Bay Area (HOBA)
www.handsonbayarea.org
Saturday, Feb. 23, 9 a.m. to noon: A 

Place at the Table with Almost Eden Gar-
den, Palo Alto. A gardening/landscaping 
project involving building raised garden 

beds, planting seedlings, weeding or turn-
ing compost bins. Visit Web site for details 
about signing up.

Peninsula Astronomical Society 
www.foothill.fhda.edu/ast/pas.htm
Second Friday of the month, 7:30 p.m.: 

Lectures and presentations at Foothill Col-
lege, Forum Building, Room 5001, next to 
parking lot #5 (E). $2 charge for parking at 
Foothill. Call William Phelps at 650-493-
4742 or e-mail pasinfo@usa.net. 

Sierra Singles
lomaprieta.sierraclub.org/lpss
Tuesday hikes, 10:30 a.m.-about 4 p.m.: 

Almost every Tuesday, a group hikes eight 
to 10 miles at a moderate-to-fast pace at a 
local park. For information, contact Rex at 
hikerrex@gmail.com.

Wednesday hikes, 6:15 p.m.: An hour-
and-a-half nonstop five-mile hike at a brisk 
pace on flat ground around residential area 
of Palo Alto and Stanford campus. Meet at 
parking lot off corner of California Avenue 
and Ash Street. For information, contact 

Barbara Muir at Barbara.muir@gmail.com 
or 650-888-0576.

Sunday, Feb. 23, 11 a.m.: An easy, 90-
minute hike in Wunderlich Park (Woodside 
Road, 2.7 miles west of I-280), followed by 
lunch. Call Peter Andree at 650-367-1534 
or just show up.

Sierra Singleaires (40+ singles)
www.lomaprieta.sierraclub.org/calendar.

html#s
Sunday, Feb. 17, 12:30 p.m.: Coal Mine 

Ridge hike (moderate elevation gain). For 
information, call Steven Smith, leader, at 
650-345-4595.

Sunday, Feb. 17, 1 p.m.: An easy “dogs 
invited” hike. For information, call Joyce 
Slocum, leader, at 408-223-6888.

Feb. 21, 11 a.m.: Natural Science Group. 
Call Larry Stafford for information at 650-
493-7567. 

Sunday, March 9, 1:30 p.m.: Baylands, 
San Antonio Road, a three-hour after-lunch 
hike to look at shorebirds and wildlife. For 
information, call Bob Segalla, leader, at 
650-962-1316.

ed.” At Sierra Singles, “if you don’t meet 
anybody, you generally have a good time.”

Loma Prieta Sierra Singles has more than 
800 single men and women members, and 
plans events in Santa Clara, San Mateo and 
San Benito counties. Singles who are 40+ 
can hike with Singleaires. 

Another place to meet like-minded people 
is by volunteering in the community. Hands 
On Bay Area (HOBA) brings together vol-
unteers for projects in Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties, as well as San Francisco 

and the East Bay.
Last year HOBA began a Valentine’s Day 

project especially designed for singles, ac-
cording to Ambrosia Studley, South Bay 
community programs manager. The project 
was so successful that it was followed this 
year with a Bring Me a Book Foundation 
event Feb. 12. Volunteers got together to 
cover hard-cover books with clear plastic at 
a Mountain View warehouse; the books will 
be distributed to preschools and health-care 
clinics in low-income areas.

Other projects included sorting items 
to make education kits for Resources for 
Teachers (RAFT), which are sold for a 

nominal fee to teachers, and sorting canned 
goods for Second Harvest Food Bank in San 
Jose.

“We recently did a survey of volunteers 
who participated in our Hands On Bay Area 
Day. One of the top reasons people gave for 
why they volunteered was to meet people,” 
Sabrina Qutb, development director, wrote 
in an e-mail.  

“We even have a couple getting married 
this spring! ... We have many stories of love 
connections,” she added. ■
Associate Editor Carol Blitzer can be 
e-mailed at cblitzer@paweekly.com.

Love in right places
(continued from previous page)
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“One of the most perfect garden ceremony/
reception sites…We recommend it highly.”   

 “Here Comes the Guide”

“Best Place for a Wedding Reception” 
– 7 years in a row – 

Palo Alto Weekly “Best of…” Readers’ Poll

ELIZABETH F. GAMBLE GARDENELIZABETH F. GAMBLE GARDEN

1431 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, California 94301-3640
650-329-1356 x 202   www.gamblegarden.org

For up to 50 guests, with an on-site wedding coordinator

By appointment only
(650) 326-7343

Couture 
D ressmaking

Attention to Detail ~ Bridal Design 
Evening Wear ~ Quality Tailoring & Alterations

Fashion Designer
FIDM Graduate

www.ingeborghautecouture.com

by Alexander Papoulias

From snowboarding with cham-
pagne and roses and to a down-
on-one-knee marriage proposal 

in a Winnie the Pooh costume, peo-
ple are finding unusual and memo-
rable ways to ask, “Will you marry 
me?”

Just peruse one of the Internet 
sites dedicated to the subject of the 
world’s greatest marriage proposals, 

and one will find every-
thing from a “Sleepless 
in Seattle”-style proposal 
at the top of the Empire 
State Building to hip 3-D 
character animation vid-
eos on YouTube.

An elaborate proposal 
created in December by 
Brad Erickson for his 
girlfriend, Palo Altan 
Sara Ritchey, combined 
creativity and meaning 
that summed up all they 
had already shared — and 

set the tone for their future.
One Saturday in December, on a 

break from their jobs as counselors 
at Mount Hermon’s Redwood camp, 
Sara and Brad went for a walk in the 
foothills near Scott’s Valley. What 
followed was the hike of a lifetime 
that was three months in the plan-
ning, according to Sara.

“I absolutely didn’t see it com-

ing — no idea at all. I’m still try-
ing to get my head around how Brad 
managed to pull it all off without me 
knowing a thing,” Ritchey said. 

A short time later, Brad called 
Sara to ask if the women would meet 
up with him at the nearby home of 
Redwood Camp’s director, Ron Tay-
lor. Soon the two were on a familiar 
trail leading through the heart of the 
camp.

“Having worked at a kid’s camp for 
four summers, I’ve come to appreci-
ate the art of surprise. All the guys’ 
staff would try to creatively surprise 
or impress the women’s staff from 
time to time. Being that this was my 
marriage proposal, I wanted to pull 
off the best one yet,” Brad said.

As Sara and Katie walked, they 
came upon a note along the trail. The 
envelope bore the name “Sara,” and 
attached was a single red rose.

“Sara’s a common name, so at first 
I wasn’t convinced that the letter was 

for me. In fact if Katie hadn’t pointed 
it out to me I might have walked right 
past it,” Ritchie said. It was only af-
ter some coaxing from her friend that 
Sara picked up and read the note. 
Brad described the memory of the 
first time the couple expressed inter-
est in each other. “It was just a really 
sweet personal memory,” Sara said.

The note also contained instruc-
tions for how she should proceed. 
The resulting hunt led Sara to five 
more notes — each with a single rose 
— that had been carefully placed 
throughout the camp. Each one of 
the letters from Brad contained a 
cherished memory from the couple’s 
courtship, along with a description of 
where to find the next note.  

The trail of notes and roses led 
finally to a railroad bridge overlook-
ing a field of green grass. The bridge 
overlook was the very spot where 
Brad and Sara had first admitted to 
having crushes on one another more 
than a year before. Below in the field 
was a 6-foot-high plywood sign bear-
ing the words “Will You Marry Me?” 
propped against Brad’s blue pickup 
truck. Brad knelt on one knee in front 
of the sign.

“I just screamed ‘YES,’ and before 
I knew it I was running down to him. 
... Just the thought that he had gone 
to such trouble to put the surprise to-
gether was amazing,” Ritchie said.

Brad works as a contractor’s ap-
prentice, building custom furniture 
and remodeling homes. At Redwood 
Camp he helps build elaborate sets 
for the summer program’s chosen 
theme. His construction of a six-foot 
sign out of plywood and scraps of 
baseboard was, as Sara put it, “So 
Brad.”

A dozen or so people were waiting 
to toast the couple, including friend 
and photographer Danielle Gillett, 
who took pictures of the elaborate 
proposal. 

Later, Brad suggested they go out 
for a quiet dinner. But he had one 
quick stop at home first, he said.

Thirty of Sara and Brad’s closest 
friends waited to toast the couple and 
wish them well at an engagement 
party Brad had planned at the home.

 “It was all just so amazing. The 
surprise just makes it all so much 
more special and memorable. Nei-
ther of us will ever forget that day,” 
Sara said.

The couple will marry July 12 
at the Thomas Fogarty Winery in 
Woodside. ■

A unique 
proposal
How one 
guy gave 
his girl the 
surprise of 
her life

Brad Erickson, a carpenter, made a six-foot sign asking Sara Richey to marry him as part of an elaborate marriage proposal in December 2007.

Courtesy Danielle G
illett/G

illett Photography 
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by Sue Dremann

Soft and sultry or boisterous 
and swinging, jazz gets the 
love vibe going, aficiona-

dos and musicians say.
“We see romance every Fri-

day night during our evening of 
cool jazz,” said Jeff Taylor, a 
performer at jZCool Eatery and 
Wine Bar in Menlo Park.

“As one plays, you see all 
manner of celebrations, first en-
counters and anniversaries. The 
ones that are best usually revolve 
around a glow that comes from 
their faces as they both pause 
to take in the music. Usually, 
a ballad gets them every time. 
Tonight it was ‘Somewhere over 
the Rainbow,’” he said one Tues-
day in January.

Taylor is a member of the Pen-
insula Jazz Society, which has 
60 local musicians who perform 
around the Bay Area. Members 
play at jZCool Eatery and Wine 

by Veronica Sudekum

Whether it’s dinner and a movie or 
dinner and dancing, food invariably 
plays into many people’s concept 

of a romantic evening. Locally, there are hun-
dreds of restaurants to choose from, but three 
stand out as the best spots to ignite romance 
through food, readers said. The following are 
the 2007 “best of” picks in the annual survey 
by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and 
the Mountain View Voice.

ST. MICHAEL’S ALLEY
The staff at St. Michael’s Alley know Tim 

Daniels and his wife, Patricia, by name. When 
the couple dines at the Palo Alto restaurant, 
they are greeted like returning friends and 
made to feel like there is always a place wait-
ing for them, Daniels said. 

One reason for the warm neighborhood feel-
ing is the absence of pretension, according to 
Daniels.

“It’s a place where you can simply be your-
self and that’s what makes it romantic and 
intimate,” he said.

Tony Manning can’t count the nights that he 
and his partner, Dr. Deb Phippard, have been 
the last customers to leave at closing time. 
They love St. Michael’s Alley for being “the 
quintessential neighborhood restaurant of Palo 
Alto, offering a warm, cozy, friendly and en-
gaging experience,” Manning said.

St. Michael’s is the number-one favorite res-
taurant for romance among Palo Alto Weekly 
readers. Customers say that’s because of pro-
prietors Mike Sabina and Jennifer Youll.

“Everything that St. Michael’s is, is an ex-
tension of them. You see them in everything. 
... You can feel their heart through everything,” 
customer Dane Stark said.

In the next 6-10 weeks, the restaurant will 
move from its current location at 806 Emerson 
St. to 140 Homer St., where there will be more 
outdoor seating and space for the bar.

VILLAGE PUB
Terry Ratto of Los Altos brought the woman 

he admired to the Village Pub for their first 
date. This past Christmas Eve, the pair vis-
ited the restaurant at 2967 Woodside Road in 
Woodside again. 

“I proposed to [my fiancée] at home and 
then we went to the Village Pub together. We 
sat at the same booth where we were seated on 
our first date,” he said.

As a first-date place and as a place worthy 
of his engagement celebration, the Village Pub 
“worked out great,” according to Ratto.

The service “is as good as I’ve had any-
where in the world ... It’s just perfection. You 
can go in and have a hamburger or a full meal 
and they will treat you like someone special,” 
he said.

The restaurant was named the “best of local 
intimate dining” by Almanac readers in 2007.

This past holiday season, Sarah Sanchez and 
her boyfriend wanted to commemorate their 
last night together in 2007. On friends’ advice, 
they ventured to the Village Pub. Though ini-
tially skeptical when the car’s GPS led them to 
what appeared to be a Realty office, Sanchez 
and her boyfriend quickly found themselves in 
a dining room reminiscent of old movies and a 
time when dining out was considered a special 
occasion, she said.

“Where most restaurants might have you 
feeling like you should be honored to dine 
there, the Village Pub makes you feel as if 
they are truly honored to have you,” she add-
ed. 

Though the crimson upholstery, immaculate 
tablecloths, delicate stemware, and understat-
ed wood paneling are always romantic, a few 
special touches are planned for Valentine’s 
Day, according to manager Todd Brownstein 
said. The Pub will offer a prix fixe meal with 
optional wine pairings, Champagne selections 
and caviar. And every woman will receive a 
rose.

CASCAL
In a slinky leopard-print dress and high 

heels, Erica Rosero took to the dance floor at 
Cascal’s in Mountain View. Dancing to the 
sound of Latin-jazz band Danilo y su Orquesta 
Universal, Rosero and her partner Charlie D. 
were one of the many couples who enjoy Cas-
cal’s lively blend of music and tapas.

With its informal atmosphere and split-able 
specialties, Cascal was voted the best place in 
Mountain View for a first date, among Moun-
tain View Voice readers.

Tiffany Mockler, a personal trainer, deems 
Cascal a good dating place because it is a 
“casual place to unwind,” with “nice décor” 
and “laid-back clientele.” In addition to the 
ambiance, Cascal has a good wine list, “which 
always helps,” she said, though instead of 
wine she recommends a Cascal specialty, the 
homemade sangria. She also recommends 
Cascal’s unique tapas menu, which she says is 
well suited for dates because it allows dining 
partners to try several items on the menu.

Many couples order at least three or four 
tapas items, or small plates, to make a meal, 
proprietor Don Durante said. Adventurous and 
out-of-the-ordinary, the dishes provide diners 
with something to talk about.

For those not in the tapas mood, Cascal of-
fers hearty traditional dishes in meal-sized 
portions. In addition to the ample food choic-
es, Cascal offers a full bar and live weekend 
entertainment. Saturday and Sunday nights are 
particularly busy, with performances by musi-
cians such as the bongo artist Danilo and the 
Flamenco group Kaweh. Live music is sched-
uled from 9:30 p.m. to midnight on Friday 
evenings. Saturdays, the show starts at 9 p.m. 
and lasts until 11:30 p.m.

There’s always a vibe going on, with music 
or conversation. It gets noisy but people like 
it,” Durante said. ■

with a 
FEELING

Bar on Wednesday evenings and at 
the Pioneer Saloon in Woodside ev-
ery other Thursday night. 

Candice Hawley, who performs as 
Candice, had her first paying gig at 
age 16. Now a grandmother, she has 
a long history of love stories. Jazz is 
a fluid force that is shaped by the in-
dividual delivering the song, she said.

“Music softens hearts. People will 
often use a musical situation to melt 
the heart they want to embrace.”

Candice will perform a set at the 
Pioneer Saloon on Valentine’s Day 
from 8:30 to 10 p.m. Among the ro-
mantic tunes she will perform include 
“Crazy He Calls Me,” “I’m Confess-
ing that I Love You,” “Day by Day,” 
“Embraceable You” and “You Turned 
the Tables on Me.” On the first and 
third Sundays of every month, she 
appears at Domenico Wines in San 
Carlos from 4 to 7 p.m.

“A song can be sung three different 
ways — as a ballad, a bassa, or upt-
empo swing. There can be 10 people 
in front of you and portions of that 
lyric or melody will affect people in 
different ways,” she said. “It’s the 
freedom that exists, like the freedom 
in romance.”

People often request songs as a pre-
lude to a marriage proposal, she said.

“With jazz standards, a couple will 
be sitting together and the gentleman 
will slide his chair closer to the lady 
and will sing the lyric along with me 
to his girlfriend or wife or sweetheart. 
It’s so sweet,” she said.

The most requested song? “My 
Funny Valentine,” she said. ■

Local restaurants pair jazz, food and wine for romance

Recipe for 
romance

‘Best of’ restaurants offer passion, intimacy

JAZZJAZZ
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Charlie D dances 
with Erica 
Rosero at Cascal 
in Mountain View, 
a popular place to 
take a date.

Clockwise from top left: Olga Vinnik performs Latin Jazz with Danilo y su Orquesta Universal at Cascal; Jeff Taylor performs on sax at jZCool; Candice 
performs at the Pioneer Saloon in Woodside; l-r: Jim Frink (drums), Fred Pacloban (bass) and Brian Ho (piano) perform as the Brian Ho Jazz Group at iTapas 
in Palo Alto.

N
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LOCAL JAZZ

Cascal Saturdays 8:30-11:30 
p.m. Some shows on Friday 
nights at 9:30 p.m. 400 Castro St., 
Mountain View 650-940-9500; 
www.cascalrestaurant.com

iTapas Wednesdays 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 445 Emerson St., Palo Alto 
650-325-4400; www.itapaspal
oalto.com

jZCool Eatery and Wine Bar 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 827 Santa 
Cruz Ave., Menlo Park 650-325-
3665; www.cooleatz.com/jzcool
eatery

Peninsu la  Jazz  Soc ie ty 
Local jazz at  various ven-
u e s .  w w w . p e n i n s u l a
jazzsociety.org

Pioneer Saloon First, third 
and fifth Thursdays each month 
at 9 p.m. 2925 Woodside Road, 
Woodside 650-851-8487; http://
pioneer-saloon.com/calendar

Savvy Cellar Wine Bar and 
Wine Shop Saturdays. Call for 
time. 2048 Broadway St., Red-
wood City 650-363-8737; www.
savvycellar.com

Courtesy M
onica W

illiam
son
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R E N A I S S A N C E P L A T I N U M
D E S I G N S B Y P H I L I P P R E S S

MANSOOR & GORE
F I N E J E W E L R Y

530 Ramona Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301
650.327.5667

Proceeds from Allied Arts Guild benefi t the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

rtsArts
Allied

GuildGuild

Proceeds from Allied Arts Guild benefi t h LProceeds from Allied Arts Guild benefi t the Luthe Lu

Three and one half acres of lush 
gardens, patios, fountains and 
beautiful historic Spanish Colonial 
buildings in a quiet area of Menlo 
Park... this unique site is host to 
elegant weddings, receptions & 
parties — indoor and outdoor.
75 ARBOR ROAD, MENLO PARK

322-2405  •  www.alliedartsguild.org
Jill Knight, Event Coordinator

by Veronica Sudekum

From belly dancing to the Hawaiian 
isles, you don’t have to leave Palo 
Alto for a romantic getaway with the 

charm of the tropics or the exotic culture 
of faraway lands.

Downtown Palo Alto offers two expe-
riences that are easy on the wallet, yet 
give those seeking a creative and romantic 
ambience plenty of bang for their buck. 
Think of the honeymoon scene from “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” — without the leaking 
roof and Victrola-improvised rotisserie 
chicken. These places offer exotic food, 
ambience and entertainment suitable for a 
first date, anniversary or a leave-the-kids-
with-the-babysitter night out.

KAN ZEMAN
With centuries-old influences, the bel-

ly dancing fits the fanciful “once upon a 
time” theme at Kan Zeman. The restaurant 
at 274 University Ave. offers a full menu 
of the flavors of the Middle East and exot-
ic dance, which takes place on most Friday 
and Saturday evenings.

With her long brown hair flowing down 
her back, Azura, a regular dancer at Kan 
Zeman, sways and shimmies round the 
room, keeping time to the music with 
golden castanets while encouraging guests 
to join in the dance.

“She always gets people to dance with 
her. It’s fun,” patron Teesta Kaur said.

Azura, who also goes by her daytime, 
high-tech-job name of Cathy George, has 
gone to great lengths to bring authentic 
Middle-Eastern-dancing styles to Kan Ze-
man. A lifelong dancer, Azura began belly 
dancing 12 years ago after sustaining a 
knee injury that prevented her from prac-
ticing ballet and jazz dance. Her study of 

belly dancing eventually took her to Egypt, 
where she sharpened her skills performing 
a belly dancing style called “raqs sharqi,” 
or Egyptian cabaret.

“The music brings people out of their 
shell,” customer Habir Bhatia said. 

The dancing exposes guests to romantic, 
creative aspects of Middle Eastern culture, 
but it also serves another purpose, said 
owner Abraham Khalil. The dance incor-
porates exuberance into the evening meal, 
something he enjoys providing to Sili-
con Valley professionals and students who 
work too hard, according to Khalil.

“We try to give [guests] a chance to have 
fun,” he said. 

Khalil promotes a relaxed atmosphere 
in his restaurant in the hope of encourag-

Evocative experiences of 
exotic places right at home 

Shanna King (l) dances with customer 
Shaira Bhan at Kan Zeman.

Belly dancers such as Shanna King create an exotic, romantic experience at Kan Zeman
 Restaurant in Palo Alto.
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D iscover a Victorian Treasure

Specializing in bridal luncheons, 

showers and small intimate receptions.

Make your reservation for a delightful experience.

And in addition, our boutique is 

brimming with a lovely selection of gifts.

1175 Merrill St. • Menlo Park, Ca 94025

650.322.5544 • www.lisastea.com

w w w . m i n g s . c o m
1700 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto

650.856.7700

Rehearsal Dinners , Showers  
and Wedd ing Receptions

ing casual, open social interaction. In 
his opinion, modern society is becoming 
more and more secluded, considering the 
time we spend alone or in front of the 
computer screen. There remains some-
thing special about in-person communica-
tion and by providing a low-key, stress-
free environment, Khalil said he hopes 
locals will spend more time together. 

“A face-to-face meeting eliminates all 
ambiguity. It’s the reason why [we creat-
ed] ... a neutral place for people to come 
down and relax,” Khalil said.

HUKILAU
For decades, romance seekers have va-

cationed, honeymooned, and cavorted in 
the Hawaiian islands. Hukilau, at 642 
Ramona Street, brings the island romance 
straight to downtown Palo Alto.

“It’s a great place for a meal. It’s a great 
place to listen to music. It’s a great place 
for a date,” says Steve Frank, general 
manager of the Palo Alto location. “It’s 
very mellow. There are a lot of icebreak-
ers here. If you’re on a date, you can look 
around and talk about the pictures hang-
ing [on the walls], pictures of Hawaii. 
You can talk about vacations. It’s a good 
escape from the cold weather,” he said. 

Beginning in February, live music will 
be yet another reason to visit Hukilau. On 
Friday nights from 8-11 p.m., Hukilau 
patrons will groove to the sounds of Ha-
waiian reggae fusion and traditional Ha-
waiian music.

“We’re from Hawaii. We do a bunch 
of originals, and covers of contemporary 
Hawaiian music, reggae, rock and blues, 
Eric Clapton, and the Doobie Brothers,” 
said Elliot Hirai of the local duo Elliot & 

Kapena. “When we play with the Mango 
Kingz [another local group], people dance 
and sing. If we’re doing an acoustic set, 
it’s more chill. The crowd really likes it.”

The bright colors, rhythmic island mu-
sic, and cheerful warmth radiating from 
the staff all add up to one pleasant meal, 
customers said. And unlike a trip to Ha-
waii, the price is down-to-earth: between 
$12.95 and $21.95 for dinner entrees, 
with a wide range of specials, appetizers, 
and a full bar to complement a meal.

According to Frank, Hukilau is popular 
with professionals and students for double 
dates, group dates, or a private evening 
out. Whether you wear high-heels or flip-
flops, you’ll fit right in.

“We’re popular with Google people. ... 
We serve a lot of young professionals, a 
lot of group dates,” Frank said. “We also 
tend to get a lot of Stanford students and 
Menlo College students.”

Recent Stanford grad, Xing Chen, 
appreciated the laid-back ambiance at 
Hukilau.

“The Hawaiian feel makes it very 
easy to talk to new people,” he said after 
spending the evening dining with several 
other couples and friends.

“It’s a casual place, not too stuffy,” said 
Charlotte Helvestine, another recent Stan-
ford graduate, who found Hukilau’s reg-
gae music relaxing after a busy week. 

When asked why he would bring a date 
to Hukilau, Juan Bravo, a regular cus-
tomer, said “It’s a nice place, there’s good 
food, and the staff is great.”

 “There aren’t a lot of Hawaiian restau-
rants in the area. Hukilau is something 
different,” he said. ■

Let the WeddingRitual Couples Package

Watercourse Way

begin...

Wedding Package

Weddings
& Special Events

52 Cowper Street
Downtown Palo Alto

California 94301
650.323.1912

www.gardencourt.com

A world apart in the 
center of  everything
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Create Your Own History at 
The Los Altos History Museum

WEDDINGS, WEDDINGS, 
CELEBRATIONS, CELEBRATIONS, 

& EVENTS& EVENTS

51 South San Antonio Road
 Los Altos, CA 94022

650-948-9427 ext. 12 • www.losaltoshistory.org

531 STANFORD AVENUE, PALO ALTO, CA 94306
650.857.0333 • www.stanfordterraceinn.com

Out of the Ordinary
(Not out of the way)

by Sue Dremann

Jason Poole didn’t like himself af-
ter returning from three tours of 
duty as a Marine — two of them 

spent in Iraq. Once, he aspired to be a 
teacher. He had been tall, good look-
ing and an athlete at Cupertino High 
School. But an improvised explosive 
device — an IED — changed his life 
forever in 2004.

Poole, 25, lost an eye and is deaf in 
his left ear as a result of the explosion. 
His body is peppered with shrapnel. 
He has sustained brain damage that 
impairs his ability to read, write and 
spell. As a result of his injuries, the 
Marine corporal spent two years at the 
Palo Alto Veteran’s Administration 
hospital.

“I truly hated myself. I hated look-
ing at my face,” he said.

Poole thought he might never find a 
woman who would love him after the 
devastating blast.

Then, he met Angela Eastman.
Eastman hadn’t had great experienc-

es with men. She had sworn off men 
for six years, she said. But a date with 
A.P., a friend of Poole’s, brought East-
man and Poole together. The two met 
at A.P.’s home in November 2006 and 
became fast friends. A month later, 
Poole went to England for the holi-
days to visit his family. But Eastman 
was constantly in his consciousness, 
and he wrote to her by e-mail every 

day for three weeks.
He wrote to ask her out, 

but she wrote back that she 
wasn’t sure.

“I knew it would mean 
a lot of work,” she said of 
Poole’s injuries. For exam-
ple, Poole can’t drive and 
so far, can’t work.

But Eastman’s mother 
said that Poole must be 
someone special and caring 
if he would take the time to 
write every day from Eng-
land. Eastman told Poole 
that when he returned from 
England, he would have 
to ask her out in person. 
When he returned to the 
Bay Area, he asked her out 
and she said yes. “Then I 
gave her a kiss,” he said. 
The couple have been dat-
ing for a year and they are 
together every day, Poole 
said.

“The thing I like best — 
her best quality — is her lovingness 
and her caring,” Poole said.

For Eastman, the challenge was to 
get Poole to love himself. When his 
eye was removed, he wouldn’t look 
at her.

“He worries about his face, but I 
don’t see that,” she said.

“Jason is so special. He is very kind 

and funny. He tells me everyday that 
he loves me,” she added.

Poole and Eastman face challenges, 
mainly with communication, they said. 
Sometimes in groups, Poole can’t hear 
well and he gets mad at Eastman when 
he tends to get left out of the conversa-
tion. And Poole doesn’t always grasp 
the subtleties of things Eastman says. 
She is learning to be more direct, she 

added.
But the minor spats don’t dampen 

their greater relationship, they said. 
A year after their first date, Poole and 
Eastman are moving into a townhouse 
at Moffett Field.

“I believe we’ll get married to each 
other someday,” Eastman said, stress-
ing that they are soul mates. “Jason 
completes my life.” ■

A soldier’s romance Disfigured Marine finds love 
in a soul mate

M
arjan Sadoughi

Iraq War veteran Jason Poole found love with Angela Eastman after recuperating from 
injuries incurred during the war.

“I truly hated 

myself. I hated 

looking at my

 face,” Jason 

Poole said.

Poole thought he 

might never find a 

woman who would 

love him after the 

devastating blast.

Then, he met 

Angela Eastman.

DEAN’S DESIGNSDEAN’S DESIGNS

Specializing in the design and 
creation of unique gold and 

platinum jewelry

328 Main St. Downtown Los Altos 
650-941-8280 

SINCE 1979

All work  done on premises. 

Tuesday-Friday 10:00-5:30 

Saturday 10:00-5:00
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THE WOODSIDETHE WOODSIDE
BAKERY & CAFÉBAKERY & CAFÉ

E u r o p e a n  S t y l e  B a k e r y  &  C a f é

3052 WOODSIDE ROAD, WOODSIDE, CA  • BAKERY:  650-851-7247 • CAFE:  650-851-0852

Our unique fl avors:Our unique fl avors:

For over 25 years, we have been providing high quality wedding cakes.
 

All of our cakes are created from scratch using only the best ingredients.

 
Wedding CakeWedding Cake

❖ Strawberry Mousse

❖ Lemon Mousse

❖ Genoise 
(Bavarian custard)

❖ Double Chocolate

❖ Chocolate Mousse

❖ Rasberry Ganache

❖ Carrot Cake

❖ Tiramisu

❖ Rasberry Bavarian

❖ Passion Fruit

W
oodside Bakery

&
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by Alexander Papoulias

“Wine is good and food is good. 
Together though, they make 
something that is more than 

the sum of their parts. Something magical,” 
said Randy Robinson of Palo Alto’s Vino 
Locale Wine Bar.

For the novice and the uninitiated, looking 
to pair wine with food, especially for a spe-
cial occasion, can be a daunting experience. 
Vino Locale is just one of many small wine 
bars and retail shops along the Peninsula 
that specialize in educating the public and 
demystifying the world of wine. The newest 
trend in wine seems to be making it acces-
sible to all who are interested in enjoying 
it, and ending long-held feelings about wine 
belonging only to an exclusive club of gour-
mets and food snobs. Food and wine pairings 
are also popular and will be a feature of Val-
entine’s Day menus and events at some local 
wine bars.

In a renovated 103-year-old Victorian 
home on Kipling Street, Robinson recreates 
the sensibilities of the “bistros a vin” (wine 
bars) of France, and the “enotecas” (wine 
cellars) of Italy, which dot the countryside 
and sparked Robinson’s passion for wine. 
These small shops, which sell the locally 
made wine by the bottle and by the glass, 
also feature bites of locally grown foods like 
produce, cheeses and cured meats.

Vino Locale features wines that are pro-
duced in Santa Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara 
and Alameda Counties, as well as locally 
produced foods.

When it comes to pairing food with wine, 
Robinson’s advice is, “Throw out all the old 
rules and drink what you like. The most im-
portant thing to keep in mind is compatibil-
ity. Food and wine should have a harmony. 
They shouldn’t overpower one another, but 
each should compliment the characteristics 
of the other.”

In Menlo Park, jZCool Eatery and Wine 
Bar highlights local, organic wine and beer 
by the glass, or in-tasting “flights” that show-
case tastes of several wines based on type, 
such as white, red, pink and aperitif. The 

eatery has both a dinner and lunch menu, 
and specializes in organic, sustainable and 
locally produced foods.

“The most important part of a good pairing 
of food with wine is that it is pleasing, deli-
cious and that neither intrudes on any of the 
best qualities of the other,” said owner Jesse 
Ziff Cool said. ■

WHERE TO WINE AND DINE

Café Rosso & Bianco
173 University Ave., Palo Alto 650-752-

0350 www.cafecoppola.com/caferossobianco
Events: Wine tastings, literary-themed 

events for Francis Ford Coppola’s “Zoetrope: 
All Story” magazine.

Castro Point
383  Cas t ro  S t . ,  Mounta in  View 

650-964-4515
Features: Nightly wine tasting flights with 

a food-pairing menu; Belgian beer tastings; 
Food pairing with prix fixe menu, monthly 
menu

Events: live jazz in summer; monthly 
meet-the-winemaker events

iTapas and Wine Bar
445 Emerson St., Palo Alto 650-325-4400 

www.itapaspaloalto.com
Features: International small plates — 

tapas, antipasto, hors d’oeuvres, and mezze; 
international wine list

Events: live jazz Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m.

jZCool Eatery and Wine Bar
827 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park 

650-325-3665 www.cooleatz.com/jzcool
eatery/

Features: Local organic wine and beer, free 
wireless network

Events: Live jazz Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays

Lavanda Restaurant and Wine Bar
185  Unive r s i ty  Ave . ,  Pa lo  Al to 

650-321-3514 www.lavandarestaurant.com

Features: Italian cuisine, pastas, des-
serts, small-plate tastings, wines from major 
winemaking regions, hard-to-find boutique 
producers

Events: Wine tasting Thursdays from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.; live jazz Sundays from 6 to 9 
p.m.

Savvy Cellar Wine Bar and Wine 
Shop 2048 Broadway St., Redwood City 
650-363-8737 www.savvycellar.com

Features: Wines from California and 
around the world

Events: Tastings, classes; live jazz on 
Saturdays

The Wine Room
520 Ramona St., Palo Alto No phone 

number, no email address

Features: Wines from California and other 
regions; cheeses, olives, and deserts

Vin, Vino, Wine
437  Ca l i fo rn i a  Ave . ,  Pa lo  A l to 

650-324-4903 www.vinvinowine.com
Features: Wines from California, Italy, 

and France
Events: Tasting schedule available online

Vino Locale
431 Kipling St., Palo Alto 650-328-0450 

www.vinolocale.com
Features:  Locally produced wines 

and foods
Events: Monthly “meet the winemaker” 

and “meet the artist” events. Valentine’s din-
ner begins at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 14.

Wine for tasting is pours by Virginia McVeigh at iTapas in Palo Alto.
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Something 
    magical

Wine and food pairings perfect for romance
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B E A U T Y  S A L O N
3040 Woodside Road • Woodside

(650) 851-7103
www.imagesofwoodside.com

Images of WoodsideImages of Woodside

We offer Wedding and formal hair s
tyles

,

Family haircuts, Hair colors, Perm
s,

Manicure, Pedicure, Silk or Acrylic, Facials, Make Up, and body tr
ea

tm

en
ts.

Facials, Make Up, and body treatments.

Open: Tues.-Fri. 9 p.m. to 6 p.m. | Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)
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We’ll Capture the Joy While
You Cherish the Moments


