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Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

MILES
YOUNGEST 
PERSON TO 
RECEIVE LIFE 
SAVING HEART 
PUMP.

CURRENTLY:
BUNDLE OF
ENERGY

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Miles Coulson is defi nitely a force to be reckoned with. When he was just four months 
old he needed a heart. And the clock was ticking. So a team of doctors at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital came up with a bold plan –  use a Berlin Heart, an artifi cial pump, until 
a transplant could be found. That the device had only been used a few times in the U.S. 
didn’t daunt them. They developed a protocol just for Miles. It was more than successful, 
it was groundbreaking for other pediatric heart patients. It’s this kind of innovative thinking, 
combined with sensitive, nurturing care, that makes Packard Children’s a world-class 
hospital and Miles a world-class bundle of energy. Visit www.lpch.org for more information.

© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

A n outside consultant was 
called in to investigate a 
grievance that led to a three-

week suspension without pay of As-
sistant City Manager Emily Harri-
son last month.

Harrison is expected to return to 
work within the next 10 days follow-
ing the unprecedented action against 
a key member of the city adminis-
tration. She was suspended in late 
March by City Manager Frank Ben-

est, who has not returned calls to the 
Weekly relating to the case. 

City Attorney Gary Baum, who 
reportedly initiated the investigation 
and submitted the report to Benest, 
initially would neither confirm nor 
deny that an investigation was con-
ducted or that a report exists. 

Rumors have swept through City 
Hall since the disclosure of the sus-
pension, with heavy speculation 
as to what it might mean for both 

Harrison’s future and for the city 
administration. 

Harrison has been an increasingly 
key member of the city staff ever 
since Benest joined the city in 1999. 
Her responsibilities increased sharply 
for several years after Benest’s wife 
became terminally ill, followed by 
his own successful but debilitating 
course of treatment for cancer. 

In addition to an already heavy 
administrative workload, Harri-

son was put in charge, along with 
Administrative Services Director 
Carl Yeats, of rebuilding the Utili-
ties Department both before and 
after Utilities Director John Ulrich 
retired under threat of disciplinary 
action due to inadequate supervi-
sion of the huge city operation. 

The Weekly has filed a formal 
request for documents relating to 
the Harrison suspension under the 
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 (continued on page 9)

Outside consultant interviewed staff members, 
filed report prior to three-week suspension of Assistant 

City Manager Emily Harrison
by Jay Thorwaldson

W hile uncertainty contin-
ues over the cause of an 
unusual wave of dog and 

cat illnesses and deaths nation-
wide, local pet owners and vet-
erinarians suspect some of their 
animals have been caught in the 
tainted pet-food tragedy.

Two weeks ago, Palo Alto resident 
Melissa Michelson’s black-and-

white, domestic short-haired cat, 
Daisy, 12, was diagnosed with acute 
renal failure— the failure of the kid-
neys due to old age or toxins. 

“It’s very suggestive that the cat 
food poisoned her,” Michelson 
said of her cat, which she got in 
Wisconsin before she moved to 
Palo Alto. 

Daisy had eaten Iams wet cat 

food for several weeks before be-
coming sick. 

Michelson had noticed that Dai-
sy was throwing up her food and 
acting finicky.

“At first when she was doing 
that we didn’t worry about it too 
much,” she said. Then Michelson 
began hearing news of pet-food 
poisoning, and her cat food was 
recalled. “Eventually it started to 
sink in that she (Daisy) was losing 
weight and throwing up more than 
a normal cat would throw up.” 

When the doctors told Michelson 
that Daisy’s kidneys were damaged, 
the pet owner was in tears.

“I was a basket case. When 
some of the blood work indicated 
that she was getting worse and not 
getting better, I was convinced 
that she was going to die.” 

Fortunately, however, Daisy is 
going to live, “but only after lots 
of extensive veterinary help,” Mi-
chelson said.

On March 16, Menu Foods, a 
private-label pet-food manufac-
turer based in Canada, recalled pet 
food involving Iams and 94 addi-
tional brands due to the national 
rash of deaths and illness. The sus-
pected contaminant was melamine, 
which is used as a flame retardant 
and fertilizer. The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) traced the 
source of melamine to a wheat-
gluten supplier, Xuzhou Anying 
Biologic Technology, in China.

According to the FDA, the 
wheat gluten is used as a filler 
and binder in wet-style, cuts-and-
gravy-type pet food. Melamine 

Pet owners, vets 
suspect tainted food

Unusual number of local cases of kidney failure 
by Susan Hong

 (continued on page 9)

Hotel, senior 
housing may 
replace Palo 

Alto Bowl
City Council rezones 

commercial properties to 
beef up sales-tax revenues

by Molly Tanenbaum

A hotel and senior-living facil-
ity could potentially replace 
the Palo Alto Bowl and Motel 

6 on El Camino Real, according to 
a representative from the San Jose-
based developer, Barry Swenson 
Builder.

The adjacent properties have been 
on the market since last October, but 
their fate has been in limbo due to a 
seven-month city rezoning process. 

Following several Planning and 
Transportation Commission and 
neighborhood meetings, the Palo 
Alto City Council voted Tuesday 
night to rezone the Palo Alto Bowl 
site from multi-family housing to 
commercial, which would allow a 
hotel and senior housing. The Motel 
6 property is already zoned com-
mercial. 

“I think this makes a great deal 
of sense,” Councilman John Barton 
said.

The new zone designation for the 
deep bowling alley site would leave 
the back quarter of the lot for low-den-
sity housing as a buffer for neighbors 
in Monroe Park and allow revenue-
generating commercial development, 
instead of housing, along El Camino. 

Libby Glass, project manager for 
Barry Swenson Builder, said the 
developer would have preferred the 
entire 3.5-acre parcel be zoned for 
commercial use without the hous-
ing buffer. She said the purchase of 
the property from the Casten fam-
ily would likely be completed by the 
end of April.

The bowling-alley site was one 
of four properties around the city 
that the council hoped to rezone from 

 (continued on page 8)

Melissa Michelson holds Daisy, her 12-year-old cat who suffered and recovered from renal failure linked to the national pet-food recall.
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ReaderWire
Reader comments via e-mail, voice mail and U.S. mail

Ducks in danger
“1001 Page Mill Road is a four-

building project surrounded by a 
park-like setting in Stanford Research 
Park.” This is the enticing description 
(found on the Mozart Development 
Group’s Web site www.mozartdev.
com) of one of Palo Alto’s largest 
business complexes.

What is not described is the ma-
cabre springtime scenario that each 
year plays out when mating pairs of 
mallards happily wander the lovely 
grounds of the 1001 Page Mill Road 
site and then attempt to cross Ha-
nover Street to reach 1501 Page Mill 
Road, HP labs’ lawns. These crossings 
most often end in tragedy, as this is 
an extremely busy intersection.

As a commuting cyclist traversing 
this intersection daily, I have been an 
unhappy witness for five years run-
ning to this repeating and maddening 
scenario for which all the most likely 
and responsible humans deny re-
sponsibility and over which they claim 
they have no control.

It is completely irresponsible of 
the property owners to create such a 
faux “country garden” spot in the ser-
vice of “aesthetics” that entices what-
ever wildlife remains in this particular 
area to drink non-potable water and 
be slaughtered on the busy roads im-
mediately adjacent.

What will it take to remedy this 
situation?

Debbie Barney
Cuesta Drive, Mountain View

Effective Harrison
The three-week suspension of As-

sistant City Manager Emily Harrison 
raises questions regarding City Hall 
management.

The press describes her as “being 
tough and opinionated,” but a more 
accurate portrayal would be “fair and 
decisive.” Over the years she has 
earned the reputation of being ap-
proachable and effective in recogniz-
ing and defusing potentially explosive 
situations. Mayor Yoriko Kishimoto 
accurately portrays her as the “go-
to person when it comes to getting 
something done.”

Fortunately for all of us, her suspen-
sion is for only three weeks, since we 
can ill-afford her absence as the most 
effective administrator in City Hall.

Ellen and Tom Wyman
Washinton Avenue, Palo Alto

Balin not on ballot
My husband and I have lived in 

College Terrace since 1974 and 
own a historic house on California 
Avenue. 

I love this neighborhood, have 
many friends (some on the CTRA 
board) and raised my two children 
here.

I feel compelled to write and 
express my shock when I read the 
recent article, “College Terrace af-
firms leaders” (Weekly, March 28).

Were we at the same meeting?
In the very first paragraph of the 

article it says that “both Durham 
... and incumbent president Greg 
Tanaka were bidding for re-election 
against resident Fred Balin, who ran 
for both seats.”

What was left out was the impor-
tant fact that Balin’s name was not 
on the ballot. He told the College 
Terrace Residents Association 
(CTRA) board and everyone else 
he knew that he had no intention of 
running. 

Just because someone from the 
meeting chose to write-in Balin’s 
name does not make him a candi-
date.

By writing that Tanaka received 
85 votes while Balin received only 
five votes, the story makes it sound 
like Balin was one big loser and 
once again Durham prevailed.

I came to the meeting to vote for 
the candidates written on the ballot, 
not Balin, and hopefully to have a 
chance to discuss the four simple 
principles put forth by other resi-
dents in the neighborhood before 
the bylaws vote.

The article stated that we have 
880 residents in our bucolic College 
Terrace community. When and how 
are their voices heard? I think not at 
these highly controlled and timed 
meetings.

Not everyone has the time or 
energy to attend meetings or get 
involved. 

Does that mean that only a few 
dedicated residents make decisions 
for the rest of us? 

And when other residents think dif-
ferently, they are bullied and labeled 
as outside CTRA and troublemakers?

This is not the way I want my 
neighborhood association to run.

Eileen Stolee
S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

ReaderWire Question: Will the storm-drain cost 
overruns affect your support for a new police building 
or library improvements?

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of 
local interest. No anonymous letters or “open letters” to other organizations or 
individuals will be printed. Please provide your name, street address and daytime 
telephone number. Please keep length to 250 words or less.

YOUR TURN
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Before we build anything...

For 20 years, De Mattei Construction has been 
building and remodeling the finest quality 

homes in the most prestigious neighborhoods.  
With more than 1000 homes complete, 

including four Sunset Magazine Idea 
Homes, our experience is unmatched.  

How can we help you?   

408.350.4200
www.demattei.com

License # B-478455

we build your trust.

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

Upfront
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A t the intersection of Homer 
and Kipling streets, caterpil-
lars dangle in the air, crawl on 

the ground and teem on trees. They 
catch on passersby and swarm on 
parked vehicles.

Their leaf gorging is audible — 
crunching, crackling, sizzling.

Barbara Lockwood lives down-
town and walks by the intersection 
about three times a week to visit her 
mother. The caterpillars first ap-
peared last week, but were particu-
larly prominent Tuesday, she said.

“They’re just all over,” Lock-
wood said, noting her mother had 
to pick the caterpillars off her when 
she arrived.

The fuzzy, inch-long caterpillars, 
with black antennae and usually four 
cream or yellow dots on their backs 
are western tussock moths, accord-
ing to Stanford University Grounds 
Manager Herb Fong. 

The oak trees near Homer and 
Kipling aren’t the only local infesta-
tion. The caterpillars can be found 
along Alma Street near El Palo Alto, 
at Gamble Garden, and near the 
chemistry building and athletic de-
partment on the Stanford campus.

“This is going to be a huge year,” 
Palo Alto Managing Arborist Dave 
Dockter said, noting that the dry 

weather has contributed to the ex-
plosion. 

Fong said this is the second year of 
a heavy tussock moth infestation. The 
population swells cyclically, he said. 

Tussock-moth caterpillars dine 
primarily on oak leaves, but will 
also eat manzanita and other foli-
age, Fong said. 

Infestations usually don’t kill the 
trees, he said. It would take about 
three or four defoliations in one year 
to kill a mature tree, Fong said.

The caterpillars are annoying and 
noxious, however. The hairs can ir-

ritate some people and if a rash de-
velops, a doctor should be consulted, 
Fong said. 

To combat the moths, Dockter and 
Fong suggest spraying the tree with a 
hose, raking up the caterpillars and 
disposing of them.

“There’s not much that can be 
done,” Dockter said.

He said soapy water or, if neces-
sary, a “Bt”-based insecticide could 
be used. 

Fong said Stanford ground work-
ers have experimented by introducing 

Tasting is 
believing...

Menlo Park
1001 El Camino Real

324-3486
Pizzza-2-Go

989 El Camino Real 
328-1556

Los Altos 
227 First St. 

941-9222

mmmmm-
mmmmm-
mmmmm-
mmm...etc.

NOW OPEN 
for  LUNCH 

Sun. – Fri.

DINNER
7 days/week

Member of Boston Private Wealth Management Group

Tussock moths hit Palo Alto oak trees
Trees probably safe, but the fuzzy caterpillars can be toxic

by Becky Trout

ENVIRONMENT

I sabel Aguirre lay on the floor of 
her nearly empty cottage trying 
to catch her breath on Tuesday 

night.
With only 72 hours left before her 

impending deportation, Aguirre, a 
Palo Alto resident, was having chest 
pains; her hands and face kept go-
ing numb. The room around her 
seemed to be closing down, dark-
ening, she said.

At 10 p.m., her landlord had come, 
pounding on the door and hollering 
for his rent money, she said.

It wasn’t the way she had planned 
to spend her 37th birthday.

Barring an eleventh-hour stay 
from a federal immigration court, 
Aguirre will board a plane for Mex-
ico Friday night (April 6) with her 
four children, all of whom are Unit-
ed States citizens. For more than a 
month, the family has been caught 
up in a deportation nightmare that 
began Feb. 28 when Aguirre and 
her husband, Pedro Ramirez, were 
arrested by officers from the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
agency. Unbeknownst to the couple, 
their immigration lawyer had mis-
handled their case, they said. 

Ramirez was deported immedi-
ately; Aguirre got a 30-day reprieve, 
which ended last week. Their four 
children faced placement in foster 
care or deportation themselves.

On Wednesday, Aguirre had been 
cautiously hopeful that an attorney 

would take her case. The family is 
still hoping for a miracle. 

But Aguirre spent time earlier 
this week preparing to continue life 
should that miracle not come. She 
said she is tired and doesn’t want to 
be where people don’t want her.

Gone from the cottage are the 
family’s few possessions — the 
sparse fruits of more than 20 years 
of labor in California — that she 
and husband Pedro Ramirez had ac-
quired: the kitchen table and chairs, 

the bed, the few sticks of living 
room furniture.

In the end, all they will take with 
them are three suitcases that were do-
nated by friends and acquaintances, 
now filled with the family’s clothes.

Aguirre will take down the 8-by-10 
photograph of her husband, perched 
above the living room doorway. His 
image is all that guards them, ever 
since his deportation to Tijuana.

The children have packed as many 
books as they could into a backpack. 
The little television stand, where 
the tiny 8-inch color television was 
perched, once overflowed with books 
— the most precious possessions the 

Palo Alto family prepares for deportation
Barring an 11th-hour stay, Ramirez-Aguirre family will leave Friday night for Mexico

by Sue Dremann

A tussock-moth caterpillar crawls over a leaf at the corner of Homer Av-
enue and Cowper Street Tuesday afternoon.
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 (continued on page 9)

Part Three
DEPORTATION NIGHTMARE

Isabel Aguirre stands outside the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agency in San Francisco Tuesday morning with daughters Adriana 
and Yadira Ramirez.
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 (continued on page 7)

SPECIAL REPORT
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No April Fool’s joke: Denny’s is closed

Hungry, late-night diners were in for a rude surprise this April 
Fool’s Day. Denny’s, one of Palo Alto’s few 24-hour eating estab-
lishments, home to cramming Stanford students and post-prom high 
schoolers alike, had a written sign taped to the door: The franchise 
had closed as of April 1. 

It’s no joke. 
In a few months, the location will reopen as the local Chinese 

restaurant, Su Hong Eatery. 
Su Hong owner David King said he plans to close the restaurant 

at 4101 El Camino Way in Palo Alto to move to the Denny’s spot at 
4256 El Camino Real, which he called a “better location.” 

“I think we can do better here, hopefully,” King said of the Den-
ny’s site. “It’s probably going to help business a little bit.”

A Cornish & Carey Commercial sign posted on El Camino Real 
since February was a hint that the all-night chain’s days were num-
bered. 

Cornish & Carey representative Steve Henry said he received 
“many, many offers” on the property, and that the deal was final-
ized last week.

Henry added that King’s five-year lease of the restaurant includes 
an option to purchase the 26,000-square-foot lot.

“I would anticipate them taking advantage of that sometime during 
their lease,” Henry said.

King said the target for finishing renovations and opening the new 
Su Hong will be this August. 

Su Hong’s original Menlo Park location on El Camino will remain 
open. 

Property and franchise owner Carole St. John, of Livermore, did 
not return the Weekly’s phone calls prior to Denny’s closure. 

—Molly Tanenbaum

Palo Alto’s improvement projects announced

To prepare for the budgeting process, the City of Palo Alto has 
announced maintenance and improvement projects planned for July 
2007 to June 2008.

Some of the projects and their associated costs include:
 Remodeling the kitchen, dayroom and training room in the fire 

station on the Stanford campus — $60,000
 Updating the electrical and mechanical systems at Cubberley 

Community Center — $1.325 million
 Improving the electrical and lighting systems at the Municipal 

Service Center — $1.05 million
 Design and review of the proposed police headquarters at Page 

Mill Road and Park Boulevard — $600,000
 Replacing fencing and fixing the dugout and parking at Baylands 

Athletic Complex — $580,000
 Restoring roadways and parking in Foothills Park — $525,000
 Completing Greer Park by installing landscaping, pathways and 

furnishings —$400,000
 Renovating playground equipment and other portions of Peers 

Park — $444,000
 Repairing and resurfacing tennis and basketball courts through-

out the city — $425,000
 Sprucing up California Avenue — $175,000. 

—Becky Trout

News Digest

ON THE WEB: The latest local news headlines at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Take 30% off all of your favorite naturally powerful grime-busters 
and paper products—only until April 18!

Mrs. Meyers • Citra-Solv • Green Forest
Planet • Natural Value • Ecover • ECOS
Seventh Generation • Bio-Kleen and more!

CLEAN
YOUR HOUSE. 

GET A TIDY 
30% OFF!

GREEN

DRY CLEANING

20% off your 

first order!
Elephant Pharm—The Drug Store That Prescribes Yoga
4470 El Camino Real near San Antonio Rd. in Los Altos

Body SPA+SALON

   Pamper Yourself...
Manicure and Spa Pedicure . . . .$22

Express Facial, Manicure 
and  Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . . .$68

Short Getaway:
Includes an Hour Swedish Massage, 
Express Facial, Manicure 
and Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . .$145

April 30, 2007

DR. RENEE’S
PIANO
Enjoy the FUN 

of PLAYING 
THE PIANO!

Lessons
for ADULTS 

and
CHILDREN

DR. RENEE CHEVALIER
(650) 854-0543

www.DrReneesPiano.com

Walter (Michael) William Aemisegger, co-owner of Kenneth 
Michael Salon in Menlo Park, died Feb. 8. A Memorial Mass will be 
held Monday, April 16, at 2 p.m. at the Church of the Nativity, 210 
Oak Grove Ave., Menlo Park. A “Celebration of Life” will be held 
afterward in the hall behind the church. Memorial donations may 
be made to Kaiser Hospice, c/o Evie Dwyer, 150 Veterans Blvd., 
Redwood City, CA 94063.

Jan Jozef Hartog, a resident of Palo Alto, died March 24. A 
memorial service will be held Saturday, April 14, at 2 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto, 1140 Cowper St., Palo Alto.

Diane Marie Willis, a native of Palo Alto, died Feb. 27. A 
“Celebration of Life” will be held Sunday, April 15, at 1 p.m. at the 
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
Memorial donations may be made to the local Humane Society.

MEMORIAL SERVICES



children had, Aguirre said.
Nearly everything has been given 

away to friends and acquaintances 
— including the family van. Friends 
will retain the pink slip to another 
car until a neighbor can come up 
with the cash to buy it.

The children will face many hard-
ships in Mexico, Barron Park Ele-
mentary School parent-school liaison 
Marielena Gaona-Mendoza said. The 
children will be viewed as second-
class citizens because of their status 
as American natives, she said. Even 
after claiming dual citizenship, they 
still will have limited rights.

“They won’t be considered Mexi-
can. They will have to hide (their 
U.S. citizenship),” she said. “They 
will be called derogatory names: 
‘repatriato,’ and worse, ‘pochos’ . . . 
a derogatory name used for people 
who don’t speak good Spanish and 
don’t come from the country.” 

The choice the children must 
make is heartbreaking, said Erik 
Christensen, a law-student volun-
teer and board member of Com-
munity Legal Services in East Palo 
Alto. At the East Palo Alto Com-
munity Law Project offices, Chris-
tensen and immigration attorneys 
Mary Dutcher and Althea Uhlman 
Tomijima debated on Wednesday 
the merits and pitfalls of sending 
American-citizen children to their 
parent’s country of origin. On the 
one hand, the children face dis-
crimination, possible kidnapping 
because their parents are perceived 
to have money after being in the 
United States, and a starker educa-
tional landscape, Dutcher said.

Christensen said the debate over 
whether leaving children behind to 
obtain a “better life” in the United 
States versus keeping families togeth-
er even in deplorable economic con-
ditions echoes the dilemma faced in 
the Elian Gonzalez case. He argued 
that children will fare better when 
kept with their parents, as appeared 
to be the case with Gonzalez.

Christensen said he is also con-
cerned about how the family will be 
treated by Mexican authorities be-
cause of their high-profile case.

“I worry that from the kids’ stand-
point, there could be a backlash. The 
immigrant situation is one the (Mex-
ican) government doesn’t want to 
acknowledge. During the Mexican 
presidential campaign, they tried to 
pretend it doesn’t exist,” he said.

On Tuesday, a coalition of reli-
gious and civil-rights groups held 
a press conference at First United 
Methodist Church in Palo Alto to 
voice their solidarity with the strug-
gles of the Ramirez-Aguirre family.

Samina F. Sundas, a spokesperson 
for the American Muslim Voice, 
which had organized the press con-
ference, said if the children were to 
leave the country with their mother 
on Friday local residents should con-
sider sponsoring them so that they 
would be able to continue their edu-
cations in Mexico. 

As it stands, Mexican schools only 
go to sixth grade in their area, and 
money for further education would 
be required to attend other schools.

“If everyone adopted a child and 
sent perhaps $100 a month to the 
family, the children could be kept 
from a life of working in the fields to 

help support the family and could con-
tinue their educations,” she said. As a 
community, sponsors could keep track 
of their progress and receive updates 
— and keep a connection to these 
children and the community where 
they have grown up, she added. 

On Thursday, one day before their 
scheduled deportation, the Ramirez-
Aguirre family was to be interviewed 
by a TV news crew from the Span-
ish-language Univision Network. The 
network plans to follow the family to 
its destination in Mexico.

The impact of the family’s ordeal 
has taken a toll on the children, 
Gaona-Mendoza said. On Thursday 
morning, two of the children expe-
rienced anxiety attacks. Yadira, 10, 
was taken to a physician for chest 
pains due to her asthma, Gaona-
Mendoza said.

In a letter attesting to the impact 
of the deportation on her health, Palo 
Alto physician Dr. Michael Taymor 
wrote that “it would be imprudent 
for her to live far from access to ad-
equate medical care.” ■

For an update on the Ramirez-
Aguirre family, go to www.Palo-
AltoOnline.com.
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Deportation
(continued from page 5)

Your idea of Closing

The Generation Gap.

You have your own ideas for enjoying your life. Now explore our idea 

of retirement living. 

At 899 Charleston, you’ll discover a place with a true focus on 

intergenerational living. Where your friends can be found just a few 

doors down. Where you’ll stay connected to people of all ages and 

interests through our vibrant and active environment. And where 

your family will find a warm and inviting welcome. Here you’ll find 

people who will help you be just who you want to be. Yourself. 

Our idea of retirement living. 899 Charleston.

899 Charleston has filed an application for a Certificate of Authority and has been issued 
a permit from the California Department of Social Services to accept deposits.

Peter Trinkaus M.D. 
died March 29, 2007 after 
a long battle with cancer. 
Peter was born in 1953 in 
Bronxville NY to Sarah and 
Charles Trinkaus. Charles 
was a Professor of History 
at Sarah Lawrence College 
and Sarah was a teacher 
of piano. Peter attended 
high school at the Horace 
Mann School in New York 
and Pioneer High School 

in Ann Arbor, MI. He graduated from Amherst College, then 
University of Michigan Medical School. He completed an 
internship and residency in Pediatrics at Stanford University. 
During his year as Chief Resident, he married Martha, a 
medical student.

Peter was a Clinical Instructor in Pediatrics in the 
Pediatric ICU at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center. He served 
as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Temple University and 
Director of the Pediatric ICU at Albert Einstein Medical 
Center in Philadelphia while Martha completed her residency 
and fellowship in Neurology. Upon his return to California, 

he joined Kaiser Santa Clara as Director of the Pediatric ICU. 
In 1998, the family moved to New York and Peter was an 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Columbia University and 
a Pediatric Intensivist at the Babies and Children’s Hospital 
of New York. In 2004, Peter returned as a Clinical Associate 
Professor in Pediatrics at Stanford University, attending in 
the Pediatric ICU.

Peter was an able athlete, naturalist, and lover of 
classical music and literature. He was devoted to the practice 
of pediatric intensive care, and equally devoted to his family. 
His children were the center of his world and the source 
of his greatest joy. Peter is survived by his mother, Sarah, 
of Ann Arbor, Michigan; his wife Martha Morrell MD; his 
children Emily, Samuel and Madeline Trinkaus; Marylyn 
and James Morrell, his mother and father in law; and David 
Morrell and Kirsten Gruesz, his brother and sister-in-law.

A memorial service will be held at the Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Portola Valley on Saturday, April 7 at 3:00. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to 
the Lucile Packard Foundation for Children, 400 Hamilton 
Ave Suite 340, Palo Alto CA 94301, or the Mid Peninsula 
Regional Open Space District at 330 D, Islet Circle, Los 
Altos CA 94022.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y
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A 20 ft container of cabinets, 
apothecary chests, tables, 

benches, good selection of long 
altar tables, and many more.

Local Delivery
Design Projects Welcomed

23 Years of Excellence

2404 Mission St, Santa Cruz,
(831) 457-4422 & 457-4424

www.shensgallery.com

SPRING NEWARRIVALS
FROM CHINA...

650-321-1234

Our new GPS system allows
us to get the closest cab to you!

OVER 300 TAXIS AVAILABLE

"Since 1938" 

Our new GPS system allows 

us to get the closest cab to you?

OVER 300 TAXIS AVAILABLE
Reservations Welcome.

650-321-1234
Sunnyvale & Mountain View Served by Checker Cab. 

Order a cab online at www.foraride.com
Taxicab services are provided by self-employed,licensed taxicab drivers 

As part of Stanford’s Community Day on

Sunday April 15,2007, dermatologists 

from Stanford Hospital & Clinics will be 

on hand to check for unusual moles or 

irregular blemishes.

If you have had the following,

this screening is for you:

Excessive exposure to the sun

Many moles or atypical moles

A parent or sibling who has had 

skin cancer

Sunday, April15,2007
12:00-3:00 PM

WallenbergHall
Building160 (Quad)

For questions or additional 

information, call

650.725.8400
http://communityday.stanford.edu/

Free Skin Cancer Screening

COMMUNITY DAY EVENT

housing to commercial last August. 
The other properties were the May-
flower Motel on El Camino, Sum-
merWinds Nursery on San Antonio 
Road and the office building next to 
SummerWinds.

The motivation for rezoning was 
to retain commercial uses and result-
ing sales-tax revenue on those sites, 
which were designated to become 
housing. 

The council exactly followed Plan-
ning and Transportation Commission 
recommendations from December 
and January meetings, voting 8-0 
(with Councilman Bern Beecham 
out of town) after little discussion to 
rezone three of the four properties to 
commercial. 

Planning commissioners recom-
mended against changing the Middle-
field Road office building’s zoning to 
discourage a buyer from purchasing 
both the building and the adjacent 
nursery and redeveloping both to-
gether. 

“I’m very excited to make these 
changes here,” Councilman Jack 

Morton said.
While the Mayflower Motel and the 

Palo Alto Bowl will become service 
commercial, or CS, SummerWinds 
will be designated as neighborhood 
commercial, or CN, to eventually be-
come a small retail center.

SummerWinds property owner 
Elisa Varni Noonan opposed the re-
zoning.

“We see our property for the future 
as a viable, sustainable, tree-lined 
space for people to live,” she said. 

The largest turnout Tuesday night 
came from nearly 30 members of the 
newly formed Monroe Park Neigh-
borhood Association, several of 
whose homes abut the bowling alley, 
who support commercial use rather 
than housing on the entire site (except 
for the low-density buffer area). 

The neighbors repeated concerns 
expressed at planning commission 
meetings over their children’s safety 
on the way to school and increased 
congestion in their neighborhood, 
particularly on Monroe Drive. 

“Our neighborhood has no side-
walks. Our neighborhood has many 
kids,” resident Peter Pollack said.

In other business, the council voted 

to add Joel Davidson, Carl King and 
Daria Walsh to the Palo Alto Parks 
and Recreation Commission, replac-
ing Anne Cribbs, Jeanette Marquess 
and Judith Steiner. The council also 
voted to give commissioner Paul 
Losch another term. 

The council also voted 7-1, with 
Councilman Beecham absent, to seek 
additional candidates for the Human 
Relations Commission in addition to 
the four applicants for two three-year 
terms: Christiane Cook, Victor Frost, 
Theodore Glasser and Shauna Wil-
son Mora. 
 Staff Writer Molly Tanenbaum 
can be e-mailed at mtanenbaum@
paweekly.com.

Zoning
(continued from page 3)

Call for Entries
16th Annual Palo Alto 
WeeklyPhoto Contest
ENTRY DEADLINE: April 6, 

2007, 5:30pm
ENTRY FORM AND RULES AVAILABLE 

AT www.PaloAltoOnline.com
For more information call 650.326.8210 

ext. 268 or e-mail rpalmer@paweekly.com
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state’s Public Records Act. Baum’s 
office received the letter on Tues-
day and has 10 days to respond, and 
Baum has agreed to meet to discuss 
the legal issues involved in the bal-
ance between personnel/privacy 
law and laws relating to the public’s 
right to know. Baum’s schedule this 
week was curtailed due to a bout of 
flu, however. 

The circumstances of the case 
closely parallel an investigation into 
the city’s Utilities Department in 
2005. In that case, the Weekly sued 
the city in September 2005 to obtain 
documents relating to disciplinary 
actions against 19 utilities employ-
ees and managers, plus Ulrich. 

Judge Kevin E. McKenney of the 
Santa Clara County Superior Court 
ruled Oct. 10, 2006, that the city had 
to release key documents in the util-
ities case because the public’s right 
to know about official conduct over-
rides personnel/privacy issues when 
a public agency is involved. 

Despite the official silence on the 

suspension, sources close to the situ-
ation indicate that the investigator, 
who has not been identified, inter-
viewed a number of city staff mem-
bers prior to submitting the report. 

Harrison earlier confirmed an 
anonymous letter informing the 
Weekly of a two-week suspension, 
but she corrected it to three weeks. 
She said she was taking care of over-
due personal business relating to her 
mother’s death last year and other 
matters. She declined to discuss de-
tails of the situation other than to 
confirm that a grievance had been 
filed against her. 

Sources indicate that the griev-
ance was filed by a mid-level staff 
member, but no time frame has been 
established as to any specific inci-
dent or situation on which the griev-
ance was based. 

One employee said others have 
expressed surprise at the three-week 
suspension without pay if it was tied 
only to a single circumstance, as it 
would be considered a serious disci-
plinary action. 

One source close to the situation 
said the investigator interviewed a 

“large number” of city employees, 
some of whom reported a pattern of 
behavior over time in which Harri-
son allegedly dealt with some staff 
members angrily or inappropriately. 

The source said that others, how-
ever, feel her intervention in some 
troubled areas — such as the Utili-
ties Department and, earlier, the De-
partment of Planning and Commu-
nity Environment when it was under 
fire from a city auditor’s report — 
was pivotal in helping resolve issues 
and rebuild trust. 

One employee noted that Har-
rison met with every component 
group within the planning depart-
ment, including spending time at the 
reception desk, to understand fully 
the work-flow and problems. 

Sources within the Utilities De-
partment earlier indicated that Har-
rison played a positive role there 
in rebuilding trust among a deeply 
cynical and divided workforce fol-
lowing a major investigation that 
cost the city $300,000. 
 Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be e-mailed at jthorwaldson@
paweekly.com. 

Suspension
(continued from page 3)

 Rewiring
 Cleaning
 Special Alterations
 Replacement Parts

CCHANDELIER & 
LAMP RESTORATION

Specializing in converting European 
lighting to American UL specs

Established 1978

2503 Spring St., Redwood City

650.361.9222

M. Shields Ltd.M. Shields Ltd.

Shown by appointment: Large selection of antique lighting 
from all corners of the world

Jackie Schoelerman is a Realtor
with Alain Pinel Realtors and a
Real Estate Specialist for Seniors.
Call Jackie for real estate advice.

is not permitted in pet food in the 
United States.

ChemNutra, a Las Vegas-based 
firm specializing in importing feed 
and food from China, purchased 
792 metric tons of wheat gluten 
from Xuzhou Anying starting Nov. 
9, 2006, and ending March 8, ac-
cording to a company press release. 
ChemNutra distributed this wheat 
gluten to three pet-food manufactur-
ers and one pet-food distributor.

The FDA launched an investiga-
tion of ChemNutra’s wheat gluten, 
and on April 3 the company issued 
a nationwide recall of all its wheat-
gluten products that it imported 
from Xuzhou Anying. 

ChemNutra and the FDA did not 
respond to Weekly calls by press 
time. 

According to the FDA more than 
10,000 dogs and cats have been re-
ported sick. Menu Foods has count-
ed 14 known deaths, but the exact 
number of pets nationwide that have 
died as a result of the outbreak is 
unknown. 

One source of confusion during 
the outbreak has been that the FDA 
has yet to determine that melamine 
is causing the illnesses. 

“The association between 
melamine in the kidneys and urine 
of cats that died and melamine in 
the food they consumed is undeni-
able,” FDA officials stated in a press 
release. “However, we are not yet 
fully certain that melamine is the 
causative agent.”

Regardless of the uncertainty over 
cause, one local vet has seen a defi-
nite trend of illness.

In the past several weeks John 
Thelen, a veterinarian at the South 
Peninsula Emergency Veterinary 
Clinic in Palo Alto, diagnosed eight 
cats and two dogs with acute renal 
failure, he said.  

“It’s not normal to see this many 
cases,” he said. The pets he’s seen 
have had “sudden anorexia and oc-
casional vomiting. Most of them 
were just not eating.” 

None of the animals has died.
Thelen could not say for sure 

whether there was a connection be-
tween the pet-food contamination 
and the sickness, but he was not 
taking any risks with his own two 
cats. “We started feeding our cats 
homemade food,” Thelen said. “I’m 
a little nervous that they (the FDA 
and manufacturers) don’t have it all 
figured out yet.” 

Iams said it will no longer pur-
chase wet foods manufactured by 
Menu Foods. Menu Foods said the 
recall could cost the company $30 
to $40 million. 

Daisy’s sudden sickness has cost 
Michelson almost $5,000 in veteri-
nary bills. 

“I called Iams,” she said, adding 
that she sent Iams her remaining cans. 
“They’ve at least suggested they’ll be 
reimbursing me for the bills. 

“I’m trying not to count on it too 
much — because what if the food 
she ate was tainted but the cans I 
had leftover don’t show poison? I’m 
suspicious that a large corporation is 
going to start freely writing people 
checks.” 

She said she does not plan to file 
a lawsuit.

To save Daisy’s life, veterinarians 
at the South Peninsula Emergency 
Veterinary Clinic flushed the cat’s 
kidneys of poison through intrave-
nous fluid therapy over the course 
of a weekend. Daisy went from 14 
pounds down to 12 pounds. 

“She’s notably thinner,” Michel-
son said. Daisy lost a lot of hair and 
now has little bald spots. 

Daisy continues to have her in-
travenous fluid treatment at home, 
Michelson said. 

Palo Alto veterinarian Diederik 
Lagerwerff of The Animal Doctors, 
who first diagnosed Daisy, said the 
cat is doing better. 

“I think it’s going to work out 
in the long run. The cat is eating 
and drinking and maintaining its 
health,” Lagerwerff said. 

For information on the recall, visit 
www.menufoods.com/recall/ and 
www.fda.gov. 
 Editorial Intern Susan Hong can 
be reached at shong@paweekly.
com.

Pet food
(continued from page 3)

predators of the moths. He said it is 
too early to know if their efforts are 
going to be successful.

“Several different things such as 
spiders and soldier beetles that are 
working on these pests (are) having a 
fairly easy time of eating,” Fong said. 

And for the non-squeamish, Fong 
said some of the caterpillars are 
even infected with a virus. “They’re 

shriveled and they seem a little le-
thargic and less active,” he said. 

The caterpillars, whose off-white 
fuzzy cocoons pock some trees, 
will pupate into adult moths in a 
few weeks, Fong said. Those adults, 
however, will lay more eggs. 

This season could see three or 
more cycles of infestation, Dockter 
said. Another oak pest, the Califor-
nia oak worm is just hatching now. 
They are green and smooth. Dock-
ter said a large oak worm infesta-
tion is also possible. 

The porch and front yard of the 
Women’s Club of Palo Alto are cov-
ered with the critters. Member Em-
ily Renzel said the caterpillars were 
also bad last year and the club plans 
to try to control the infestation.

For tree-care tips, visit the city’s 
Technical Tree Guide at www.
cityofpaloalto.org/planning-com-
munity/tree_technical-manual.
html. 
 Staff Writer Becky Trout can 
be e-mailed at btrout@paweekly.
com.

Caterpillars
(continued from page 5)

“We started feeding our 
cats homemade food. 
I’m a little nervous that 
they don’t have it all 
figured out yet.” 

 —John Thelen, 
Palo Alto veterinarian
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Saturday, June 2 
from 8am to 1pm

You can help the community and 

the environment by joining us to 

reduce waste and conserve valuable 

resources (and make yourself a few 

extra bucks)! Reusing—whether you donate, 

buy, or sell—is one of the best ways to reduce 

waste and keep usable stuff out of the landfill.

how it works:
• Register with the Recycling Program 

by May 7th.

• You’ll receive a free 
Garage Sale Kit 
complete with a handy 
list of tips for a 
successful sale, an 
eye-catching sign and a list 
of reuse organizations.

• Your address and sale 
merchandise will be listed on May 30 and 
June 1 in the Palo Alto Weekly as part of a 
full page map with all participating sales.

Interested in shopping only?  

Look for full page ads listing sale locations and 
merchandise in the Palo Alto Weekly on May 30 
and June 1.

Join
 t
h
e Fu

n
!

Palo Alto

Online: www.cityofpaloalto.org/garagesale
Phone: (650) 496-5910
Email: recycling@cityofpaloalto.org

CITY OF PALO ALTO PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Two firms have bid to maintain 
parts of Palo Alto’s 262 acres of 
parks, fields, medians and other 

city property, according to Contract 
Administrator Kathy Bradley. 

The identities of the firms, and 
the portions of the city’s park system 
they’ve offered to maintain, can’t 
be disclosed yet, said Bradley, who 
received the proposals by Tuesday’s 
deadline.

As the city evaluates the bids and 
discusses the benefits and costs of 
outsourcing nearly all parks mainte-
nance — a move that could cut up to 
16 jobs — its largest union, the Ser-
vice Employees International Union 
Local 521, is launching a campaign 
decrying the potential outsourcing.

A recent mailer sent to Palo Alto 
households said the city’s “clean and 
safe parks could be endangered by 
budget cuts.”

It asked recipients to return a card 
directed to the City Council in sup-
port of the current maintenance 
structure. More than 300 have been 
returned, according to Phil Plymale, 
chapter chair of the union. 

The two bids received may not lead 
to additional outsourcing.

A small percentage of the city’s 
green space has been maintained by 
contractors for many years. But since 
the mid-1990s, when an outside con-
sultant recommended expanding the 
outsourcing of parks maintenance, 
about 126 acres have been groomed 
by contractors while about 136 acres 
are kept up by city staff. The city 
currently spends about 25 percent of 
its approximately $3.7 million park 
maintenance budget on the contract-
ed portion, according to a 2005 audit 
by the city’s auditor. 

The city’s contract with two firms 
currently providing landscaping, Lo-
ral Landscaping Inc. and Gachina 
Landscape Management, expires 
June 30, Bradley said. 

Therefore, a new landscape con-
tract needs to be signed by then.

The solicitation for bids that closed 
Tuesday was not substantially differ-
ent than the request issued in 2004, 
Bradley said. 

Although the city was not consider-
ing expanding its proportion of out-
sourced maintenance then, it asked 
for bids on all aspects of the parks 
upkeep to evaluate which portions 
it would be have been wisest to out-
source, Community Services Direc-
tor Richard James said.

This year, however, all options, in-
cluding a vastly increased reliance on 
contractors, are being considered. 

A move to consider additional 
outsourcing stems from the 2005 
audit, which estimated the city could 
save more than $300,000 each year 
by contracting out maintenance of 

Bowling Green, El Camino, Greer, 
Mitchell and Rinconada parks and 
the Baylands Athletic Center. 

The estimated savings were based 
on the bids submitted by contrac-
tors in 2004, Senior Auditor Renata 
Khoshroo said. 

City Auditor Sharon Erickson said 
the audit didn’t find a measurable dif-
ference between parks taken care of 
by city staff and those maintained by 
contractors. 

Parks officials are following Erick-
son’s recommendation to investigate 
outsourcing. 

After evaluating the two bids re-
cently submitted, city staff plans to 
weigh the potential cost savings of 
outsourcing with the effects on the 
park and the public, James said. The 
council could discuss the issue this 
fall, he added.

Neither of the landscape firms 
bid to maintain the elementary and 
middle school fields, which the city 
currently takes care of for the school 
district in exchange for access, Parks 
Manager Greg Betts said. 

To take care of school fields, work-
ers must undergo fingerprint testing 
and follow strict timing and notifica-
tion guidelines, James said.

Parks Superintendent Don Piana 
said worker morale isn’t suffering. 

“They’re not worried about any-
thing until any information comes 
out that’s anything different. ... I 
know they’re trying to do a good job 
for the city.”

The average monthly salary for 
a parks maintenance worker is 
$4,600. 

Plymale contended additional 
outsourcing would not necessarily 
save the city a lot of money because 
it would require oversight and con-
tract administration. In addition, the 
burden of caring for workers without 
health benefits would be passed on to 
society, he said. 

Recently, several city council mem-
bers said they would like contracted 
landscape workers to earn a living 
wage. The city does not currently 
require the landscape contractors to 
specify the amount workers are paid. 

When additional contractors were 
added in the mid-1990s, no one was 
laid off, James said. He said the work 
assignments were gradually adjusted, 
a process that took about six years. 

James said any transitions will be 
implemented slowly, following nego-
tiations with the union.

“From my perspective, the mix we 
have has been working fairly well,” 
James said. “Our own staff (mem-
bers) are fantastic. ...  They do a phe-
nomenal job.” 
 Staff Writer Becky Trout can
be e-mailed at btrout@paweekly.
com.

Two firms seek to take 
care of city’s parks

Parks outsourcing expansion to be decided by fall
by Becky Trout

PARKS

Think Globally, Post Locally.



by Diana Reynolds Roome

I
n a high hospital bed at the 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford, 9-year-

old Adriana Andrade lies propped 
on pillows, a bright blue stuffed 
bear on the bedrail above.

Her face is pale and anxious, 
and only a few soft wisps remain 
of her dark hair. She seems to 
have shrunk under the weight 
of reality, which at present con-
sists mostly of a disease with the 
ponderous name of Philadelphia-
chromosome-positive acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia.

But then a little piece of magic 
happens. The door opens to ad-
mit two smiling people — this 
time not doctors or nurses come 
to do procedures. They are wear-
ing regular hang-out clothes and 
their mood is decidedly playful. 
The tall guy with merry blue eyes 
and a two-week red beard has 
a propensity for making outra-
geous faces. The young woman 
with a blond ponytail beams at 
Adriana, her warmth and support 
palpable.

Taking up positions at each side 
of her bed, they invite Adriana 
to join them in a game. At first 
she seems uncertain, but musters 
a small smile. They start with a 

“number conversation,” which 
requires counting as if each word 
comes from a place of strong feel-
ing: for example, “seven” is deci-
sive, “eight” doubtful, “nine” sad, 
and “10” surprised.  As they take 
turns, Adriana’s eyes dart from 
one to the other and expression 
creeps into her face and voice.

A conversation game that al-
lows only questions leads to 
chuckles: “What’s your favorite 
color?” the man asks Adriana. 
“Do you shave?” Adriana mis-
chievously replies. 

When a couple of nurses come 
in and attach a new IV line, Adri-
ana is snorting like a pig as she 
plays “Animal Noises” and ap-
pears barely to notice the pro-
cedure. By the time her playfel-
lows take their leave, she and her 
mother (who has moved into the 
small hospital room with her) are 
both animated and giggling.

In ordinary life these magic-
workers are Michael Champlin 
and Jennifer Chambers, actors 
and teaching artists with the Chil-
dren’s Healing Project, a collabo-
ration between TheatreWorks and 
the Lucile Packard hospital.

Every Wednesday, they work 
with sick children here, using 
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace
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(continued on next page)

A dose humorA dose humor
Improvisational drama helps sick children rediscover fun and normality 

O
F

Michael Champlin, a TheatreWorks teaching artist and actor, gets young Logan Sopeland giggling at the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 
at Stanford. Logan is awaiting a heart transplant.

Kayla Melton, TheatreWorks teaching artist Jennifer Chambers and Kylee LeSourd play a rousing 
theater game.



little more than their own imagi-
nation, resourcefulness, and act-
ing skills — plus a big dollop of 
compassion, though they make a 
point not to mention illness unless 
a child wants to bring up the sub-
ject. Sometimes they take along a 
raft of puppets, but often they con-
jure ideas out of the air, using the 
children’s own interests and sense 
of humor rather than props. 

“These children spend most of 
their time hearing about diagnosis 
and disease, and are facing some 
really frightening things,” said 
Chambers. “When we go in, we are 
two people solely focused on them 
— not poking, prodding or diag-
nosing. It’s a place where they can 
be themselves, and it makes them 
feel special.” 

The Children’s Healing Project 
was the brainchild of Mary Sutton, 
TheatreWorks’ director of educa-
tion and community outreach, 
whose own work as a theater artist 
in a variety of settings taught her 
how powerfully healing the arts 
can be. She and her staff experi-
mented with several programs for 
at-risk youth and other vulnerable 
populations before taking a pilot 
program to Lucile Packard around 
four years ago. They discovered it 
could have a profoundly beneficial 
effect on severely ill children, Sut-
ton said.

The program now serves patients 
in the Lucile Packard School, sib-
lings of patients, and the Compre-
hensive Eating Disorders Program 
(also run by Lucile Packard) at 
El Camino Hospital in Mountain 
View. Children at Lucile Packard 
who are too ill to go to school can 
also take part, with the artists visit-
ing their rooms.

The program receives funding 
from several philanthropic orga-
nizations, including the Sand Hill 
Foundation, American Century 
Foundation, and ALZA Corp.; and 
is being developed as a replicable 
program for other hospitals. 

“This program touches kids in 
such an immediate way,” Sutton 
said. “We get very positive feed-
back from parents, doctors and 
nurses.”  

But no amount of praise for the 
program can substitute for seeing 
it in action. 

On one morning, Champlin and 
Chambers are gearing up for a ses-
sion with a group of half a dozen 
children at the Lucile Packard 
School, where three teachers from 
the Palo Alto Unified School Dis-
trict help students keep up with 
lessons while recuperating from 
operations, awaiting organ trans-
plants, or undergoing treatments 
for cancer, cystic fibrosis or lupus. 
Though some of the kids are clear-
ly compromised by illness, today 
their faces shine with eagerness.

First, Champlin suggests they 
think about becoming their favorite 
food: a taco with cheese and let-
tuce, for example. Miming a taco is 
quite a challenge, but the kids have 
no problem with it. “I’m an or-
ange,” says one small girl dressed 
all in pink and still attached to her 
IV.

“Oh, I thought you wanted to 
be a pink,” says Champlin with-
out missing a beat. “I would be a 
banana split — but not a split ba-
nana.”   

As Champlin likes to tell the kids, 
they have three tools that all ac-
tors use: imagination, body, voice.  
Having become tacos, pizzas and 
apples, the younger children warm 
up their faces. Champlin, who uses 
his own mobile face to sometimes 
hilarious effect, tells the kids to 
open their faces as wide as they can 
— then to close them up as tight as 
possible. (Making faces can feel as 
good as exercise to a child who is 
unable to move much, and even im-
mune-compromised patients wear-
ing masks join in.)

Soon, there’s laughter, clapping 
and squeals of delight. Then there’s 
a scenario involving some bizarre 
characters in a grocery store. A star 
of the scene is a “poopin’ puppy” 
(the epithet got tacked on when the 
word “puppy” came out a bit dis-
torted) played by Logan Sopeland, 
who is awaiting a heart transplant. 
But for now he’s down on all fours, 
beaming. So is his brother, Trent.

It’s not just the kids who benefit. 
Troy Melton is watching his pink-
clad daughter, Kayla Rose, smile 
for the first time since an acute in-
fection almost shut down her liver. 

“It’s good to see her interact-
ing. Last week she was as pale as 
a ghost,” said Melton, who drove 
here from Merced with his wife 
when they realized their daughter 
was seriously ill. “She just got the 
tubes out of her nose last night.” 
When Chambers asks the kids if 
they’d like one more game, Kayla 
is the first to respond.

According to Champlin, a kid’s 
entire physical attitude can change 
in just 10 to 15 seconds when he or 
she becomes completely engaged 
in an activity like this. 

“We see kids on the brink of 
tears start laughing,” said Cammy 
Sunde, who teaches the elementa-
ry class at Lucile Packard. “We’ve 
even had kids in excruciating pain 
who wanted to come.”

Whether in the classroom or at a 
bedside, Champlin and Chambers 
deftly engage children at whatever 
level they’re at, sometimes bring-
ing whole families into improvisa-
tions. 

“We have a loose plan, but have 

to take into account who’s in the 
group, and their physical and men-
tal condition,” said Chambers, an 
actress who also has a degree in 
psychology with a concentration in 
drama therapy.  Sometimes, a child 
takes on the role of director, while 
she and Champlin act out zany 
scenes concocted by all of them to-
gether. “We might be two cowboys, 
on the beach, eating pizza. The kid 
can tell us to rewind, go back in 
time and do it again, or they have 
the power to stop it.”    

This sense of control is therapeu-
tic, Sunde said. “Here they have 
some power. In the hospital they 
don’t have that.”

That sense sometimes comes 
through what appears to be merry 
chaos. At a session with high and 
junior high students, levels of ab-
surdity skyrocket as Champlin and 
a boy wearing a dress-up wig act 
transform themselves into con-
joined twins dancing and panick-
ing at a McDonald’s in space — 
while improvising a dialogue that 
includes the words “chocolate,” 
“flabbergasted,” and “zap!”  Even 
a couple of students who started 
the session looking skeptical suc-
cumb to hilarity.  

“This really brings kids out of 
their shell: Kids who are unhappy, 
depressed and withdrawn can for-
get their problems,” hospital high 
school teacher Kathy Ho said.

Barbara Sourkes, director of 
pediatric palliative care at Lucile 
Packard, is also a supporter of the 
program. 

“The biggest challenge for a child 
with any kind of medical condition 
is to try and be a normal child and 
not become the illness,” she said. 
“Even the parents sometimes lose 
sight of (that) because they’re so 
worried. But TheatreWorks (and all 
the arts) cut right through and go to 
the essence of the person.”

As for Adriana Andrade, who 
has spent most of the past five 
months at Lucile Packard, life is 
somber for her and her family. In 
a few weeks, she’s scheduled to 
receive a bone marrow transplant 
from her 13-year-old sister. But af-
ter a visit from her zany friends of 
the Children’s Healing Project, she 
has something entirely different to 
think about. 

“They always make me laugh,” 
she said. “Afterwards I think about 
the games we played and the sto-
ries we told, and all the fun stuff 
we did.” ■

Info: For more information 
about the Children’s Healing Proj-
ect, go to theatreworks.org.
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Looking for more about the lo-
cal arts scene? Make your way 
online to arts editor Rebecca 
Wallace’s blog. Go to www.Palo
AltoOnline.com and scroll down 
to Ad Libs.

About the cover:
Kids and teaching artists 
gather at Lucile Packard for a 
theater activity. Photograph by 
Norbert von der Groeben.

A dose of humor
(continued from previous page)
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Actor Jennifer Chambers and 6-
year-old Kylee LeSourd reach for 
the sky.

Saturday, April 7 • 9am-10am
(ages 12 and under)
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Easter Egg Hunt

Door prizes given out every 10 minutes!
"Free gifts for the first 200 kids!"



E arth and heaven meet in this 
piece of music — and the 
unlikely ambassador is a fla-

menco guitar.
On one hand, there’s the hallowed 

tradition of the Catholic requiem 
Mass, with choral voices turned 
skyward. But this sound mingles 
with the earthy world of flamenco, 
all passionate guitar, voice and 
dance.

Somehow, renowned flamenco 
guitarist and composer Paco Peña 
has sewn these two genres together, 
tucking in the edges to create what 
has been praised as a seamless fu-
sion, “Flamenco Requiem: In Praise 
of the Earth.”

“It’s incredibly cohesive,” said 
Stephen M. Sano, associate profes-
sor of music at Stanford University. 
“It’s exciting...it has all the great 
things about a Mass, only more of 
them.”

Peña is currently touring with his 
flamenco ensemble: vocalists, gui-
tarists, a percussionist and a danc-
er. But his requiem also includes a 
choir, and so he’s collaborating with 
local choral groups at stops along 
the way. Next Wednesday, he comes 
to Stanford’s Memorial Church to 
perform with the Stanford Chamber 
Chorale, which Sano directs.

“It’s good to be part of the com-
munities we go to,” Peña said in a 
phone interview from Miami. “It is 
always a new experience.”

The piece, sung mostly in Span-
ish with a few Latin sections, has 
some elements familiar to those 
who know the Catholic requiem 
Mass; for instance, there are por-
tions akin to the traditional “Dies 
Irae” and “Libera Me.” But it lacks 
the judgment-of-souls spirit found 
in many requiems, instead taking an 
ecological bent.

The requiem was commissioned 
by the Salisbury Festival in Great 

Britain in 2004, the year the festival 
had the theme “In praise of Earth.” 
An avowed environmentalist, Peña 
was delighted with the topic.

While the requiem laments the 
abuses that humans have levied on 
the planet, it also has a hopeful feel, 
Peña said.

“The idea of a requiem could be 
interpreted as mournful. In fact, I 
wanted to infuse it with a point of 
optimism. I wanted to point out that 
I have faith in mankind that they 
will learn to mend their ways,” he 
said.

On the suggestion of a friend, 
writer Peter Bunyard, Peña also in-
cluded some of the ancient poetry 
of Homer. The Greek poet’s words 
singing the praises of the Earth were 
woven into a requiem section called 
“Alabanza” (“Praise”).

“He (Homer) is saying that any-
thing that walks on the soil of the 
Earth, anything that flies in the air, 
owes to the Earth sustenance for ex-
isting,” Peña said.

Throughout the requiem, the vi-
brancy of flamenco — an impro-
vised musical form tied to the Span-
ish region of Andalucía, where Peña 
is from — is used to give urgency 
to the piece’s environmental senti-
ments, he said.

“The messages are ... uncom-
promising, bringing out bursts of 
emotion, honest and direct from the 
individual,” he said.

The requiem follows in the foot-
steps of an earlier Peña composi-
tion, “Misa Flamenca,” which also 
combines flamenco and a classical 
choir, and has been performed three 
times in years past at Stanford, Sano 
recalled.

While Sano is steeped in classical 
choral music (along with his love 
of piano and Hawaiian slack key 
guitar), he doesn’t find Pena’s op-
timistic version of the requiem un-

usual. In fact, he says several master 
composers, including Brahms and 
Faure, also took a “hopeful” ap-
proach in their requiems. Brahms’ 
“Ein Deutsches Requiem,” he not-
ed, “is about comfort, hope for the 
bereaved.”

In preparation for Peña’s visit, the 
Stanford Chamber Chorale has been 
working on the requiem for some 
time, using a four-part score Peña 
sent ahead. Once Peña and his musi-
cians arrive in town, there won’t be 
much time to rehearse with them.

Sano’s red notations dot the 
“Flamenco Requiem” music as he 
spreads it out in his cozy Stanford 
office, surrounded by shelves and 
shelves of music and a black grand 
piano. In some places the flamenco 
ensemble and the chorale mingle; 
in others, it’s all the ensemble, and 
there are periodic gaps in Sano’s 
music. At least one says simply, 
“solo flamenco verse.” It will be a 
revelation for him — and the cho-
rale — to see the piece all come 
together.

Still, this process isn’t new for 
the chorale, which has about 25 un-
dergraduate and graduate students. 
The group tours annually and has 
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Spiritual and spirited
Innovative requiem comes to life with the energy 

of flamenco
by Rebecca Wallace

N
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Stephen M. Sano, who directs the Stanford Chamber Chorale, goes over a score in his office. The chorale will 
join with Paco Peña’s flamenco ensemble next week to perform Pena’s “Flamenco Requiem: In Praise of the 
Earth.”

Peña says flamenco contributes 
“bursts of emotion, honest and 
direct” to his requiem.

(continued on page 15)
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In 1960, Hollywood gave the 
world such memorable films 
as “The Magnificent Seven,” 

“Spartacus,” “Butterfield 8,” “In-
herit the Wind” and the original, 
Rat Pack version of “Ocean’s 
Eleven.”

You will see none of these mov-
ies at an upcoming Stanford Uni-
versity film series dedicated to 
outstanding films from 1960. Nei-
ther will you see the sci-fi/horror 
classic “Village of the Damned,” 
the Jerry Lewis vehicle “Cinder-
fella,” nor the incomparable “Sex 
Kittens Go to College.”

Instead, the film series, titled 
“Japan 1960: Classical Cinema 
Meets the New Wave,” is an oppor-
tunity to see seven of the greatest 
Japanese films of the year. Rarely 
screened in the U.S., they represent 
the idiosyncratic artistic visions of 
seven highly respected directors, 
providing a multi-faceted view of a 
nation in the throes of moderniza-
tion and social upheaval.

The man behind the event is Jim 
Reichert, assistant professor of 
Japanese literature in Stanford’s 
Department of Asian Languages. 
“When I was a grad student at the 
University of Michigan, they al-
ways had a Japanese film festival,” 
Reichert said. “It was a great way 
to introduce people to Japanese 
culture.”

Reichert points out that the mo-
tion picture industry in Japan is 
just as old as in the U.S. “During 
the 1920s and ‘30s, Japan was the 
largest film-producing nation in 
the world,” he said.

In 2003, Reichert organized 
Stanford’s first Japanese film se-
ries, focused on the films of direc-
tor Yasujiro Ozu. Two years later, 
the second installment featured 
movies starring Kinuyo Tanaka. 
The Japanese film series is now a 
biennial event, hosted by the De-
partment of Asian Languages.

For this year’s series, Reichert 
has taken a different tack, choos-
ing a single landmark year — Ja-
pan produced more feature films 
in 1960 than in any year before 
or since. He also chose films that 
reflect, in his words, “the depth 
and variety of the Japanese film 
industry.” By including mature 
films by such established pre-war 
directors as Mikio Naruse and Ozu 
alongside works by emerging art-
ists including Shohei Imamura and 
Nagisa Oshima, he hopes to cap-
ture a sense of the dynamic spirit 
of the industry at the time.

The stylistic differences are per-
haps most evident between Ozu’s 
“Late Autumn” and Oshima’s 
“Cruel Story of Youth.” In “Late 
Autumn” three middle-aged men 
play at matchmaking, trying to 

marry off an attractive widow and 
her reluctant daughter. Ozu’s pace 
is measured, his palette subdued, 
his carefully composed interiors 
almost painfully symmetrical. In 
contrast, “Cruel Story of Youth,” 
a shocking portrayal of nihilistic 
youth culture, is an explosion of 
highly saturated color, violent ac-
tion, and raw emotion.

Of course, the contrast between 
these two films highlights more 
than the artistic tastes of their di-
rectors. It also reveals an emerging 
generation gap in Japanese society 
in 1960, strikingly similar to that 
in the United States.

Since six of the seven movies 
that Reichert has chosen are set in 
or shortly before 1960, this year’s 
film series presents many such in-
sights: glimpses of ancient tradi-
tions and values in flux as Japan 
moved from a period of post-war 
reconstruction toward its modern 
role as a global economic giant.

At the contemporary end of the 
spectrum is “The Bad Sleep Well” 
by acclaimed director Akira Ku-
rosawa.

Kurosawa is known in the U.S. 
primarily for period dramas such 
as “Ran” and “The Seven Samurai” 
(the latter of which was remade as 
the 1960 Hollywood western “The 
Magnificent Seven”). But “The 
Bad Sleep Well” was ripped-from-
the-headlines modern. A story of 
corruption and revenge surround-
ing a major corporate scandal, it 
could be set in the 1990s almost as 
easily as in 1960.

At the other end of the spec-
trum is “The Island,” a “cinematic 
poem” by avant-garde director 
Kaneto Shindo. A film with no 
dialogue, “The Island” presents, 
often in painful detail, the day-to-
day struggle of a farming family 
living a pre-industrial lifestyle on 
a small island in the Inland Sea, a 
short ferry ride from the modern-
ized Japanese mainland.

Another recurring theme in the 
series is the changing aspirations 
of women amid centuries-old so-
cial constraints. Ozu's and Oshi-
ma’s films explore this territory, 
as does Naruse’s “When a Woman 
Ascends the Stairs,” a poignant 
depiction of the tenuous lives of 
seemingly glamorous Ginza bar 
hostesses.

The remaining films in the series 
are Shohei Imamura’s “Hogs and 

About the cover:
The photo in the top right 
corner shows actress Hideko 
Takamine in “When A Woman 
Ascends the Stairs.”

It was a very good year
Film series harks back to 1960, a landmark year 

in the Japanese movie industry
by Kevin Kirby

What: “Japan 1960: Clas-
sic Cinema Meets the New 
Wave,” a film series hosted by 
Stanford’s Department of Asian 
Languages

Where: Cubberley Auditori-
um, 485 Lasuen Mall, Stanford 
University

When: Fridays at 7:30 p.m., 
April 13 through June 1 (no 
screening on April 20)

Cost: Free
Info: Go to www.japan1960.

blogspot.com

Jim Reichert, a Stanford assistant professor of Japanese literature, 
chose a mixture of mature films by established directors and dynamic 
creations by newcomers.

Sam
 Tenney
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collaborated with many musicians, 
Sano said. Posters in his office re-
call tours in Japan, Hawaii, Britain 
and other countries, and in 2008 
the chorale is scheduled to head for 
China with Stanford Taiko — a Jap-
anese drumming ensemble — and 
the Stanford Symphony Orchestra.

Despite all this heady experience, 
most of the Chamber Chorale mem-
bers are majoring in something oth-
er than music, Sano said. In fact, he 
says one of the best parts of touring 
is having long conversations with 
his singers on every other topic un-
der the sun.

“You can talk to people about 
their interests in geriatric oncology 
and string theory. ... They’re always 
thinking; they’re always exploring,” 

he said. “They’re not here just be-
cause of the requirements of their 
major.” ■

What: Paco Peña’s flamenco 
company and the Stanford 
Chamber Chorale perform 
Pena’s “Requiem Flamenco: In 
Praise of the Earth.”

Where: Memorial Church at 
Stanford University

When: 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 11

Cost: Tickets are $44 for 
adults and $22 for Stanford 
students, with discounts avail-
able for young people, groups 
and other students.

Info: Call 650-725-ARTS or 
go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or 
www.pacopena.com.

Paco Peña
(continued from page 13)
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“GLORIOUS...one of [Sondheim’s] most accomplished hits.”
London Observer

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning creator of Into the Woods comes a gloriously personal show-biz
musical about the making of art and the price of fame. Chronicling the rocky rise to renown of
three writer and composer friends, it is told in reverse, rolling backwards in time from the self-
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score highlights this modern classic, that rare musical comedy whose witty intelligence never
prevents it from touching the heart.
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Battleships” — a dark yet engaging 
satire about a naive yakuza gang 
member’s scheme to raise pigs on 
table scraps from a U.S. military 
base — and Kon Ichikawa’s “Her 
Brother,” which Reichert describes 
as a “stark depiction of a dysfunc-
tional prewar family.”

All films are 35 mm prints with 
English subtitles. Screenings will 
be held on Friday evenings at 7:30 
at Stanford’s Cubberley Audito-

rium. Reichert will give a brief in-
troduction to each film, and, he is 
pleased to note, most of the films 
will be proceeded by their original 
theatrical trailers. 

Further details can be found 
at the blog that Reichert has cre-
ated for this year’s series (www.
japan1960.blogspot.com). In addi-
tion to providing information, the 
Web site will allow viewers to post 
comments and questions about the 
films. Reichert hopes that it will be 
“a way to get a conversation going” 
after each screening. ■

Japanese film
(continued from previous page)
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Theater
‘Enchanted April’

For proper British ladies needing that 
something extra in their lives, a stay in 
sun-drenched Italy always seems to do 
the trick. On stage and film, anyway.

That’s the case in the Matthew Barber 
play “Enchanted April,” which follows 
four of those ladies to a rented villa in 
Tuscany in 1922. Plenty of love, sur-
prises and wisteria ensue. The play is 
based on a novel by Elizabeth von Arnim 
and was made into a film starring Joan 
Plowright and Alfred Molina in 1991.

The play previews at the Bus Barn 
Theatre at 97 Hillview Ave. in Los Altos 
on Thursday, April 12, at 8 p.m., with 
opening night on April 13 at 8. It runs 
through May 5; tickets range from $22 
for the preview to $32 for opening night.

Call 650-941-0551 or go to 
www.busbarn.org.

Music
Louis Lortie

French-Canadian pianist Louis Lortie 
scored himself a nice little tag to put on 
his resume when the Daily Telegraph in 
London called him “one of a half-dozen 
pianists worth dropping everything to 
hear.” Those who agree with that writer 
may wish to spend this Saturday evening 
in Stanford University’s Dinkelspiel Audi-
torium.

Lortie is scheduled to perform a recital 
exploring the work of three composers: Franz Liszt, 

Frederic Chopin, and 
the contemporary com-
poser Thomas Ades. 
The program includes 
Liszt’s overture to Wag-
ner’s “Tannhauser”; 
Chopin’s Nocturne in 
B Major, Op. 62, No. 1; 
and Ades’ “Darknesse 
Visible,” an homage to 
composer John Dow-
land and writer John 
Milton.

This is the first Stan-
ford Lively Arts perfor-
mance for Lortie. The 
recital begins at 8 p.m., 
and tickets are $44/$40 

for adults and $22/$20 for Stanford students, with 
other discounts available. Call 650-725-ARTS or go 
to livelyarts.stanford.edu.

Catherine Cook
Enthusiasts of vocal music also have an upcoming 

recital to mark on their calendars. Mezzo-soprano 
Catherine Cook is scheduled to perform with pianist 
Laura Dahl on Sunday, April 15, in the Campbell Re-
cital Hall at Stanford University.

Cook, who debuted with the San Francisco Opera 
in 1991, is on the faculty of the San Francisco Con-
servatory of Music and has also performed with the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York. Her recital program 
will include songs by Brahms and Ravel and will pro-
vide the West Coast premiere of Jake Heggie’s cycle 
“Statuesque,” based on sculptures of women by 
Picasso, Giacometti and others.

The performance begins at 2:30 p.m.; tickets are 
$20 general and $10 for students. Call 650-725-
ARTS.

Books
Susan Patron

There’s a 10-year-old girl named Lucky, a French 
guardian, a plan to run away from home, a loyal 
dog and a search for a higher power. Add it all up 
and you get this year’s Newbery Medal-winning 
children’s book, “The Higher Power of Lucky.” 

On April 13, the book’s author, Susan Patron, 
comes to town; she’s scheduled to speak at 7 p.m. 
at the Menlo Park Library at 800 Alma St. The free 
Friday-evening event is part of Kepler’s Menlo Park 
Youth Author Series.

Call 650-330-2530 or go to www.keplers.com for 
more information. 

Art
Ewa Kitowski

While some painters apply each stroke with patient 
care, there’s also something to be said for a quick, 
almost spontaneous approach. That’s the style of 
Ewa Kitowski, who’s currently showing 30-some 
bright paintings of tropical landscapes at the Ather-
ton Fine Art gallery this month.

Kitowski, a native of Poland who studied at the 
Fine Arts Academy in Gdansk, appears to be a mix 
of the spontaneous and the meticulous: She also 
works in art restoration. Her past projects have in-
cluded paintings by Monet, Chagall and Renoir, gal-
lery folks said.

Her exhibit is at Atherton Fine Art at 700 El Camino 
Real in Menlo Park through the end of April, open 
Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 to 3. Call 650-324-4278.

Pianist Louis Lortie per-
forms at Stanford Universi-
ty’s Dinkelspiel Auditorium 
this Saturday.

From left, Sally Clawson, Ken Bowell, John Romano and Laura 
Jane Bailey join other Bus Barn Stage Company actors in telling 
the story of English women finding Italian joys in the play “En-
chanted April.”

Joyce G
oldschm

id

NOTICE OF VACANCIES ON THE
HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD

FOR THREE, THREE-YEAR TERMS ENDING MAY 31, 2010
(Terms of Bunnenberg, DiCicco and Haviland)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking applications for 
the Historic Resources Board from persons interested in a three-year term 
ending May 31, 2010.

The Historic Resources Board is composed of seven members appointed 
by the City Council and who serve without pay.  Members shall have 
demonstrated interest in and knowledge of history, architecture or historic 
preservation.  One member shall be an owner/occupant of a category one or 
two historic structure, or of a structure in an historic district; three members 
shall be architects, landscape architects, building designers or other design 
professionals and at least one member shall possess academic education or 
practical experience in history or a related fi eld.

Duties: The primary duties of the Historic Resources Board include: a) 
Reviewing and making recommendations to the Architectural Review Board 
on proposed exterior changes of commercial and multiple-family buildings on 
the Historic Building Inventory; b) Reviewing and making recommendations on 
exterior changes of signifi cant (Categories 1 and 2) single-family residences on 
the Historic Building Inventory; c) Researching and making recommendations 
to the City Council on proposed additions and on reclassifi cations of existing 
buildings on the Inventory; and d) Performing other functions as may be 
delegated from time to time to the Historic Resources Board by the City 
Council.

Application forms and appointment information are available in the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto - (650) 329-2571

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk’s Offi ce is 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 19, 2007. If one of the incumbents does not reapply, the 
deadline will be extended to Wednesday, April 25, 2007.  

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS 

CHANNEL 26

COUNCIL AGENDA HOTLINE 329-2477

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – 
SPECIAL MEETING – COUNCIL CHAMBERS

April 9, 2007 – 6:00 p.m.
1. Joint Meeting with Council and Planning and Transportation Commission

2.  Vote and Appointment of Applicants to the Library Advisory Commission

3.  Approval of a Term Contract with Okonite Company for the Amount Not to 
Exceed $800,000 Annually for the as Needed Purchase of Three Types of 
Medium Voltage Cables and Authorization for up to Two One-Year Contract 
Extensions at a Not to Exceed Amount of $800,000 Annually

4.  Approval of a Contract with J.J.R. Construction, Inc. in the Total Amount 
of $842,879 for FY 2006-2007 Sidewalk Replacement Phase 2 Project – 
Capital Improvement Program, Sidewalk Replacement Project PO-89003

5.  Approval of Policy Addressing Agreements for Shared Use of Parkland from 
the Policy and Services Committee Meeting of February 13, 2007

6.  Appointment of Emergency Standby Council Members

7.  Direction on Potential Ballot Measures And Other Funding Options for 
Library Facilities and Operations and/or Public Safety Building: Timing, 
Scope, and Related Issues

8.  1st Reading - Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.10 and 
Adding a New Chapter 2.11 to the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Regulate 
Video Service Providers that Hold Video Service Franchises Issued by the 
California Public Utilities Commission

9.  CONFERENCE WITH CITY ATTORNEY – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Subject:  Significant Exposure to Litigation
Authority:  Government Code section 54956.9 (b)(1) arising out of The 
Embarcadero Publishing Company, dba The Palo Alto Weekly’s request for 
personnel records. (Government Code section 54956.9(b)(3)(B).)

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Policy and Services Committee Meeting of Tuesday, April 10, 2007 has 
been cancelled.
The Finance Committee will hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday, April 10, 
2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Conference Room to discuss: 1) Audit of 
the Palo Alto Sanitation Company Contract and 2) Auditor's Office Quarterly 
Report as of March 31, 2007.



Cinemark CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN 
Redwood City 650/369-3456

Cinemark CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN 
San Mateo 650/558-0123

Cinemark CENTURY PLAZA 10 
So San Francisco 650/742-9200

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTEDCHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes, Text Message REAPING and your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

www.thereapingmovie.com

“A TERRIFIC THRILLER THAT WILL KEEP
YOU ON THE EDGE OF YOUR SEAT!”

– Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

“A TERRIFIC THRILLER THAT WILL KEEP
YOU ON THE EDGE OF YOUR SEAT!”

– Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

STARTS THURSDAY, APRIL 5

MOBILE USERS - FOR SHOWTIMES TEXT NAMESAKE AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 KIX (43549)

“a sprawling and engrossing saga.” 
David Ansen, NEWSWEEK

“‘THE NAMESAKE’ ELICITS LAUGHTER AND TEARS 
IN ITS PROFOUND AND EMOTIONALLY 

RESONANT FAMILY PORTRAIT.”
Claudia Puig, USA TODAY

“a Deeply Moving Saga.” 
Ruthe Stein, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“a spellbinding exploration 
of love and belonging.”

Karen Durbin, ELLE

AN EPIC LOVE STORY DESTINED 
TO BECOME A CLASSIC

CINEMARK
CENTURY 20 REDWOOD CITY
Redwood City  (650) 369-3456

CINEMARK
CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
Palo Alto  (650) 493-3456

CALL
THEATRE

FOR
SHOWTIMES

The Hoax ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Fans of the riveting 2003 

film “Shattered Glass” now have a powerful bookend 
to emphasize the dangers of escalating deception. The 
message is clear: Woe be to those who pile lie upon 
lie for the sake of pay and prestige.

Literary aficionados are likely well aware of the 
early-1970s “hoax” that had author Clifford Irving 
(Richard Gere) penning an apparent autobiography 
of reclusive tycoon Howard Hughes. Irving’s ill-fated 
idea indirectly led to President Nixon’s Watergate 
scandal and threw the ambitious author into a down-
fall of debt, divorce and jail time. Taking Irving from 
the brink of narrative stardom to the bane of charlatan 
notoriety, the author’s cautionary tale is a captivating 
cinematic experience.

It begins in 1971, as Irving suffers the news that a 
promising book deal has crumbled. But the struggling 
writer finds inspiration in the paint-spattered news-
print beneath one of his wife’s (Marcia Gay Harden) 
many art pieces — an article about Hughes. Bing! 
A light bulb all but hovers over Irving’s head as he 
begins to concoct plans for a faux “autobiography” 
about the isolated billionaire.

Enlisting the aid of his friend and fellow author 
Richard Susskind (Alfred Molina), Irving quickly 
masters Hughes’ penmanship and vocal inflections, 
and soon has an over-eager publishing company 
throwing $1 million his way for the rights to “the 
book of the century.” 

Not so fast, Cliff. Despite expert (and often under-
handed) research, Irving and Susskind lack the key 
component — consent. This must be what it feels like 
to bite off more than you can chew.

Director Lasse Hallström (“The Shipping News”) 
crafts a thoroughly engaging slice of celluloid, a taut 
and entertaining glimpse of recent history. Gere and 
Molina deliver superb performances, backed by a 
stellar supporting cast that includes Harden, Hope 
Davis (“American Splendor”), Stanley Tucci (“The 
Devil Wears Prada”) and Julie Delpy (“Before Sun-
set”). It’s both fascinating and frightening to witness 
Irving’s rise and fall, as all the actors involved display 
an intense emotional investment to the tale.

Although the picture’s pacing lulls at times, the core 
intrigue, multi-dimensional characters and top-notch 
portrayals make up for any fleeting drags. “The Hoax” 
is by far one of the most compelling films of 2007.

Would I lie to you?

Rated: R for language. 1 hour, 56 minutes.

— Tyler Hanley

Grindhouse ✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Robert Rodriguez and 

Quentin Tarantino buddy up to deliver a double bill 
that pays tribute to the low-rent exploitation flicks 
that they grew up on. The “Sin City” and “Kill Bill” 
directors serve up piles of dead bodies, breasts, blood-
and-body parts and gross-out moments as they resur-
rect the Roger Corman School of 1970s schlock-genre 
pictures.

Fans of “Little Miss Sunshine,” read no more.
Watching back-to-back features — strung together 

with “Prevues of Coming Attractions” that include 
four outrageous fake trailers for B-movie fare — is 
an endurance test. Both bad-boy directors stay true 
to the cheap-thrills content and no-budget style of the 
source material. Scratched and beat-up, even the film 
print looks like it’s gone through the drive-in circuit 
ringer. Packaging a three-hour-plus program may be 
daring, but pairing a long running time with junk-
food cinema is enough to make you sick.

Rodriguez’s “Planet Terror” is a riotous mash-up 
of over-the-top absurdity, edgy violence and dark 
wit. Go-go dancer Cherry Darling (Rose McGowan) 
walks off the job in hopes of changing her life and 
walks into a nightmare. Things go awry among those 
(Bruce Willis, Naveen Andrews) at a nearby military 
base, causing a local epidemic of citizens sporting 
blood-filled boils and flesh-eating appetites. The 
sheriff (Michael Biehn) partners with Wray (Freddy 
Rodriguez), a legendary gun-twirling hero, to protect 
Cherry and the rest of the uninfected from the George 
Romero-like proliferation of zombies.

The Texas helmer honors and bends the generic 
framework, commenting on political and cultural is-
sues. Cherry loses her right leg to the living dead. 
This incident contributes to a droll running gag about 
her dream of becoming a stand-up comedian and the 
chick-power climax — courtesy of a machine-gun 
prosthetic. Rodriguez swipes at the military-indus-
trial complex, while subverting the traditional repre-
sentation of gender roles.

Compared to Rodriguez’s pitch-perfect, outré-hor-
ror homage, Tarantino’s “Death Proof” seems tame. 
He relies on his signature stylistics of combining an 
almost-forgotten actor (Kurt Russell) with his favorite 
music and pop culture-heavy dialogue. Nothing much 
happens except for unmemorable banter among sets 
of girlfriends (Rosario Dawson, Vanessa Ferlito, Jor-
dan Ladd, Sydney Poitier, Tracie Thoms, Zoe Bell, 
Mary Elizabeth Winstead). 

Finally, the females from a Tennessee film crew 
take on their male stalker in a muscle-car chase. 
Because Tarantino uses long takes instead of quick 
cutting to prove that real-life stuntwoman Bell (stunt 
double for Uma Thurman in the “Kill Bill” films) 
can rival any hood ornament, the road duel lacks the 
high-octane punch of “Vanishing Point,” the 1971 cult 
movie referenced. 

As a Rodriguez/Tarantino double feature, “Grind-
house” makes for fanboy fare. Both filmmakers play-
fully and outrageously ape the source material rather 
than push into new directions, as they did so astonish-
ingly with “El Mariachi” and “Pulp Fiction.”  

Rated: R for strong graphic bloody violence and 
gore, pervasive language, some sexuality, nudity and 
drug use. 3 hours, 5 minutes.

 — Susan Tavernetti
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

OPENINGS

To view the trailer for “The Hoax”  and "Grindhouse"
go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.
com/ 

Richard Gere rises and falls in the compelling 
“The Hoax.”
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Movies

300 (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:25 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:55, 2:25, 3:35, 5:05, 6:25, 
7:50, 9:10 & 10:30 p.m. 

Are We Done Yet?  Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 5, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:45, 1:55, 3:10, 4:35, 5:40, 7:05,  
(PG) (Not Reviewed)  8, 9:20 & 10:15 p.m. 
Avenue Montaigne Aquarius: 2:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 12:30 p.m. 
(PG) (Not Reviewed)
Blades of Glory Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 12:10, 1:30, 2:35, 3:55, 4:55, 7:10, 7:55, 9:35 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 
(PG-13) ✭✭ 12:35, 1:20, 2:15, 3, 3:55, 4:45, 5:35, 6:30, 7:15, 8:05, 9, 9:40 & 10:20 p.m. 
Bridge to Terabithia Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 1:55 & 4:20 p.m. 
(PG) (Not Reviewed)
Dead Silence (R) Century 20: 9:55 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)
Firehouse Dog Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 1:40, 4:20, 7:05 & 9:45 p.m. Century 12: 12:30, 1:50, 3:10, 4:30, 5:50, 7:10, 8:30 & 
(PG) (Not Reviewed)  9:50 p.m. 
Grindhouse (R) ✭✭1/2  Century 16: 11 a.m.; noon, 3, 4, 7, 8 & 11 p.m. Century 12: Noon, 1:20, 2:40, 4, 5:20, 6:40, 8, 9:20 & 10:35 

p.m. 
The Hills Have Eyes 2 Century 20: 10:05 p.m. 
(R) (Not Reviewed)
The Hoax (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 2:15, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 12:50, 2:15, 3:30, 4:55, 6:15, 

7:35, 9:05 & 10:25 p.m. 
The Last Mimzy (PG) Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50 & 4:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)
The Lives of Others  Century 12: 9:25 p.m. Guild: 3, 6 & 9 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at noon. 
(R) ✭✭✭✭

The Lookout (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45 & 10:10 p.m. Century 12: 12:05, 2:30, 6, 7:30, 8:40 & 10 p.m. 
Meet the Robinsons Century 16: 12:25, 2:55, 5:30, 8 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:20, 1:10, 2, 2:45, 3:40, 4:30, 
(G) (Not Reviewed)  5:20, 6:15, 7, 7:50, 8:40, 9:30 & 10:15 p.m. 
Meet the Robinsons Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 
(in Disney Digital 3D) 
(G) (Not Reviewed)
Miss Potter  Aquarius: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45 & 9:15 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at noon. 
(PG) ✭✭✭1/2

The Namesake  Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 5, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m. CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:25, 7:20 & 10:20 p.m. 
(PG-13) ✭✭✭

Pan’s Labyrinth Century 20: 6:50 & 9:30 p.m. CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 1:35, 4:20, 7:10 & 10 p.m. 
(R) ✭✭✭1/2

Premonition (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 12: 12:20, 3:30 & 7 p.m. 
Pride (PG) ✭✭✭ Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:45 & 7:15 p.m. 
The Reaping Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5:10, 7:40 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: Noon, 12:40, 1:25, 2:25, 3:05, 3:50, 
(R) (Not Reviewed)  4:50, 5:30, 6:20, 7:20, 7:55, 8:45, 9:45 & 10:20 p.m. 
Reign Over Me (R) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 6:50 & 9:50 p.m. Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:55, 6:50 & 9:45 p.m. 
The Rocky Horror Guild: Sat. at midnight. 
Picture Show (1975) (R) 
(Not Reviewed)
Shooter (R) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:45, 3:45, 6:45 & 9:55 p.m. Century 12: 1:40, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:25 p.m. 
TMNT (PG) Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:45, 4, 6:55 & 9:10 p.m. Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 12:40, 2:15, 3, 4:40, 5:15, 7:20 & 
(Not Reviewed)  9:35 p.m. 
Wild Hogs (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:15 & 9:40 p.m. Century 12: 12:15, 2:50, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m. 
Zodiac (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 3:15 & 6:45 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only. 

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain 
View (960-0970)

Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood 
City (365-9000)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Red-
wood City (369-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto (493-3456)

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 
and more information about films playing, go to Palo Alto 
Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

★ Skip it ★★ Some redeeming qualities ★★★ A good bet ★★★★ Outstanding

Richard Roeper and Christy Lemire, Guest Critic, 

“HILARIOUS! AMAZING!
Unlike anything you could

ever imagine.”
LARRY KING

“HILARIOUS! AMAZING!
Unlike anything you could

ever imagine.”
LARRY KING

“TWO THUMBS UP.”�

Cinemark 
CENTURY 20 DALY CITY

SEE IT NOW At this Theatre
IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3-D™

ALSO SHOWING IN STANDARD FORMAT

Cinemark 
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN

Cinemark 
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN

©DISNEYmeettherobinsons.com

SORRY, NO PASSES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - 
Text MEET With Your ZIP CODE To 43KIX (43549)!

REGULAR ENGAGEMENTS NOW PLAYING

A.M
.P.

A.S
.

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 

“THE BEST PICTURE 
OF THE YEAR!”

-David Thomson, GUARDIAN 

“EXCEPTIONAL. 
SMARTLY CRAFTED, IMPECCABLY ACTED.”

-Richard Corliss, TIME MAGAZINE 

THE LIVES 
OF OTHERSTHE LIVES 
OF OTHERS

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY FLORIAN HENCKEL VON DONNERSMARCK 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY FLORIAN HENCKEL VON DONNERSMARCK 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THELIVESOFOTHERS.COM

NOW
PLAYING!
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

LANDMARK’S
GUILD
949 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park
(650) 266-9260

CENTURY
CINÉARTS@HYATT
1304 Old Bayshore
Hwy., Burlingame
(650) 340-1516

CENTURY 
PARK 12 
557 East Bayshore
Blvd., Redwood City
(650) 365-9000

NOW PLAYING

300 ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) The first ground-
breaking film of 2007 explodes on the 
screen courtesy of director Zack Snyder 
(“Dawn of the Dead”) and comic creator 
Frank Miller. Snyder adapts Miller’s sparse 
graphic novel about the Battle of Thermo-
pylae with the same verve that Robert Ro-
driguez brought to “Sin City.” Miller’s fan-
tasy-infused account of the clash between 
the Greeks and the Persians in 480 B.C. 
revolves around King Leonidas (Gerard 
Butler) of Sparta. When a massive Persian 
army led by the self-proclaimed “Man God” 
Xerxes (Rodrigo Santoro) threatens to 
enslave Greece, Leonidas and 300 of his 
most devoted soldiers travel to the narrow 
mountain pass of Thermopylae to hold off 
the horde. Some viewers may scoff at the 
macho dialogue, but the visual power and 
unparalleled imagination of “300” cannot 
be ignored. Rated: R for graphic battle 
sequences, some sexuality and nudity. 1 
hour, 57 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed March 
9, 2007)

Blades of Glory ✭✭

(Century 16, Century 20) Two male figure 
skaters — child prodigy Jimmy MacEl-
roy (Jon Heder of “Napoleon Dynamite”) 
and “lone wolf” Chazz Michael Michaels 
(Will Ferrell) — are at the pinnacle of their 
profession. The men are heated rivals, a 
discord that culminates with a melee at the 
World Championships. The embarrassing 
clash gets both skaters banned from the 
sport for life. Flash forward three-and-a-
half years. MacElroy works the ice-skates 
department of a shoe store while Michaels 
drunkenly performs for a children’s ice 
show. Things perk up when MacElroy’s 
stalker (Nick Swardson) finds a loophole in 
the skating rulebook. MacElroy can return 
to competition in pairs’ figure skating, and 
who better to team with than his one-time 

rival? Soon MacElroy and Michaels are 
training under MacElroy’s coach (Craig T. 
Nelson) in hopes of winning championship 
gold. Ferrell fans will find flashes of hilarity 
in “Blades,” but DVD is a better outlet for 
these silly skaters. Rated: PG-13 for crude 
and sexual humor, language, a comic vio-
lent image and some drug references. 1 
hour, 33 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed March 
30, 2007)

The Lives of Others ✭✭✭✭

(Century 12, Guild) Florian Henckel von 
Donnersmarck crafts a personal drama 
about the nightmarish years of East 
Germany’s creative cold war. The German 
Democratic Republic circa 1984 is still a 
place of exploitation and evil. Loyal drama-
tist Georg Dreyman (Sebastian Koch) is the 
darling of the regime, churning out cultural 
hits while others of his ilk are shunned or 
worse. Such political allegiance isn’t above 
suspicion, according to Stasi officer Gerd 
Wiesler (Ulrich Muhe), whose unwavering 
belief in his country’s political philosophy 
steeps him in paranoia. Thus the ruthless 
Secret Police officer determines to expose 
the chinks in the playwright’s Socialist 
armor. A thrilling work extremely worthy 
of its nod for a Best Foreign Film Oscar. 
Rated: R for violence, language and mature 
themes. In German with English subtitles. 2 
hours, 17 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed Feb. 
16, 2007)

The Lookout ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 12, Century 16) A tragic ac-
cident sets gears in motion in this tightly 
crafted thriller that speaks to the notion of 
second chances. Playing fast and loose 
with Daddy’s car lands teenage hockey 
star Chris Pratt (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) in 
a world of hurt, mentally and emotionally 
impaired by a head injury. Four years later 
Chris exists on a steady diet of meds. He 
toils as the night janitor at the local bank, 
where he hopes to work his way up to 
teller if he can keep track of the count. A 
chance meeting with ex-schoolmate Gary 

Spargo (Matthew Goode) drastically alters 
the landscape. Perhaps the meeting wasn’t 
a stroke of fate after all. Once immersed in 
Gary’s web, Chris finds himself ensnared 
in ambitious but felonious plans. And his 
struggle is compelling; he’s torn between a 
desire to do the right thing and a desperate 
need to regain his independence. Gordon-
Levitt effortlessly steals the show, blessed 
with the It factor in spades. Rated: R for 
language, violence and mature themes. 1 
hour, 39 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed March 
30, 2007)

The Namesake ✭✭✭

(Century 20, CineArts) No one seems bet-
ter suited to transform Jhumpa Lahiri’s 
touching prose into film than director Mira 
Nair (“Monsoon Wedding”). The narrative 
unfolds differently than the story in the 
best-selling 2003 book. Starting with the 
tragic train crash that spares bookworm 
Ashoke’s (Irrfan Khan) life in 1974 India, 
Sooni Taraporevala’s script initially favors 
the male point of view. Then time leaps 
forward to the meeting between Ashoke 

and Ashima (Tabu), whose parents have 
arranged for their marriage. When asked if 
she will be lonely living halfway around the 
world from her family, the shy beauty looks 
at her future husband and replies, “Won’t 
he be there?” Humor and humanity go 
hand in hand, as the newlyweds embrace 
each other and life in America. Capturing 
the nuances of such a complex novel is 
impossible. Nair conveys its spirit, creating 
a saga that speaks to anyone caught be-
tween cultures. Rated: PG-13 for sexuality/
nudity, a scene of drug use, some disturb-
ing images and brief language. In Bengali, 
Hindi and English with English subtitles. 2 
hours, 2 minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed March 
16, 2007)

Pride ✭✭✭

(Century 20) Inner-city Philadelphia, circa 
1975. Jim Ellis (Terrence Howard) struggles 
to find work despite his strong educa-
tion and professional demeanor, applying 
for temporary work with the Philadelphia 
Department of Recreation (PDR). But 
his newfound duties — to clean out the 

Marcus Foster Recreation Center so it 
can be torn down — don’t sit well with 
the center’s maintenance man, Elston 
(Bernie Mac). A handful of young men 
use the center’s basketball courts daily, 
but the nearby area harbors drug dealers 
and delinquents. Things change when El-
lis uncovers the center’s swimming pool, 
sparking memories of his experiences as 
a young swimmer. In an effort to keep the 
center open, Ellis tirelessly cleans the pool 
and encourages the basketball players to 
come swim. Soon the close-knit group is 
eager to start a PDR swim team, with Ellis 
and Elston leading the charge. Although 
cliched and formulaic, the film has plenty 
to applaud: resilience, camaraderie, and, 
yes, pride. Rated: PG for thematic material, 
language including some racial epithets, 
and violence. 1 hour, 44 minutes. — T.H. 
(Reviewed March 23, 2007)

Reign Over Me ✭✭✭

(Century 12, Century 16) Alan Johnson 
(Don Cheadle) is a successful dentist and 
family man who isn’t feeling the satisfaction 

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:



The Stanford Theatre is at 221 Uni-
versity Ave. in Palo Alto. Listings 
are for Friday through Sunday. Go 
to www.stanfordtheatre.org.

The Woman in the Window 
(1944) A professor (Edward G. 
Robinson) becomes involved in 
a crime, which is investigated 
by his friend, the district attor-
ney. Fri. at 7:30 p.m.

The Curse of the Cat People 
(1944) A girl’s friend could be 
a figment of her imagination. 
Fri. at 6:10 & 9:20 p.m.

Blonde Crazy (1931) A 
bellhop (James Cagney) and a 
chambermaid (Joan Blondell) 
are also con artists. Sat. & Sun. 
at 4:05 & 7:30 p.m.

Footlight Parade (1933)
Chester Kent (James Cagney) 
produces live musical pro-
logues for movie theaters, and 
Nan Prescott (Joan Blondell) is 
his wisecracking secretary. Sat. 
& Sun. at 5:35 & 9 p.m.

STANFORD 
THEATRE
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Movies

Ivana Barquero
PAN'S LABYRINTH (R)

Fri. - Tue. 1:35-4:20-7:10-10
Kal Penn

THE NAMESAKE (PG–13)
Fri. - Tue. 1:30-4:25-7:20-10:20

Times Valid For Friday, 4/6  thru  Tuesday,4/10 Only © 2007

CINEMARK
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN
SAN MATEO 
800-FANDANGO #968

CINEMARK
CENTURY 20 DALY CITY
DALY CITY 
650-994-7469

CINEMARK
CENTURY PARK 12
REDWOOD CITY 
800-FANDANGO #918

Sorry, No Passes Accepted
For This Engagement.

For Additional Information,
Call Theaters Or Check Directory.

NOW
PLAYING

“One of the most powerful films in years.
Exhilarating. A movie you must see.”

Pete Hammond, MAXIM

“★★★★”

Jack Mathews, 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

San Mateo
650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

San Rafael
415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco 

Specializing in the 
Consignment Sale of 
Quality Furniture, 

Accessories and Jewelry

Discover
Home 
Consignment 
Center
And 
SAVE On 
Upscale
Name
Brands

Relieve Stress!

Truckloads of New Items 
Arriving Daily at Prices 

You Will Love!

Los Altos/Mtn. View
650-917-8526

141 El Camino Real

#1 COMEDY 
OF THE YEAR!

For Theatres and Showtimes: Check Movie Times
or Text HOGS with your ZIP CODE 

to 43KIX (43549) or Visit 
www.wildhogsmovie.com

SEE IT NOW!

he thinks he should. In a quirky Manhat-
tan moment he spies long-ago roommate 
Charlie Fineman (Adam Sandler) on a 
motorized scooter looking disheveled 
and forlorn. Charlie, a thriving oral MD in 
his own right, had the rug pulled out from 
under him when his wife and three young 
daughters went down on a 9/11 aircraft. 
Unable to cope with his loss, Charlie lives 
in a peculiar fugue state, haunting late-nite 
Chinese diners, banging drums at an alt-
punk club and incessantly remodeling his 
kitchen. Stunned at the turn of events, Alan 
resolves to help his old friend regain his 
balance, in the process secretly coveting 
Charlie’s freedom and pulling away from 
his own professional and familial burdens. 
The unlikely alliance at the center of it all is 
dark, edgy and saturated with history and 
sentiment. As is the poignant concept of 
9/11’s post-traumatic stress cases. Rated: 
R for language and sexual references. 2 
hours, 4 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed March 
23, 2007)

Shooter ✭✭1/2
(Century 12, Century 16) Mark Wahlberg 
turns a hackneyed action-adventure into a 
stand-up-and-take-notice thriller. Special 
Forces Marine Bob Lee Swagger (Wahl-
berg) buries himself in retirement after 
an Ethiopian intelligence mission goes 
south and his shooting partner ends up 
with a bullet in his brain. Three years into 
Swagger’s exile in the Rocky Mountains, 
the government comes calling and begs 
his crack-shot services as a protection 
expert for the current president. Naturally 
it’s a cover for a more fiendish scheme 
and Swagger suddenly finds himself on 
the wrong end of the law. But what’s a little 
conspiracy when you’ve got the skills to 
take down the entire operation? Paranoia, 
betrayal and testosterone are all accounted 
for as Swagger takes one for the team. 
Multiple climaxes finally settle on a way 
to end the damn thing and not a moment 
too soon. Bottom line, the bad guys are 
bad and the guns are smokin’ hot; hey, 
that’s why they call it a thriller! Rated: R for 
language and loads of violence. 2 hours, 
6 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed March 23, 
2007)



Friday
College baseball: Stanford at Arizona 

St., 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Prep sports: High School Sports Fo-

cus, 11 p.m., KICU (Cable 6). Rebroad-
cast Sunday at 4 p.m.

Saturday
College baseball: Stanford at Arizona 

St., 1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Prep sports: Cal Hi Sports, 9 p.m.; 

Ch. 44 (Cable 12)

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our online 
edition at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE
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Sports
Shorts

Keith Peters

Menlo School’s Ted Miller (2) scored three goals to help rally his team to an important 8-6 lacrosse victory 
over host Menlo-Atherton on Wednesday, moving the Knights into first place in the Peninsula Athletic League.

dabstudios.com

Menlo School’s Calvin Jepson (18) receives congratulations from his teammates after hitting a solo homer in the 
top of the eighth inning to lift the Knights to a 4-3 baseball triumph over host Menlo-Atherton on Wednesday.

PREP ROUNDUP

Menlo
rallies
are big

Knights topple M-A 
in crucial baseball, 
boys’ lacrosse duels

by Craig Wentz

I t was shaping up to be a big day 
for two Menlo-Atherton teams 
on Wednesday as both flirted 

with crucial victories over rival 
Menlo School only a few yards 
from each other.

The Bears’ baseball team took a 
two-run lead into the sixth inning of 
their PAL Bay Division showdown 
while the M-A boys’ lacrosse team 
took a three-goal advantage into the 
second half of their PAL match.

It wasn’t long, however, before both 
games were tied. A short time later, 
both Menlo teams moved into the 
lead and stayed there. The Knights 
survived in baseball, 4-3 in eight 
innings while the lacrosse squad 
emerged with an 8-6 triumph.

By pulling off their respective 
rallies, both Menlo teams stayed in 
the running for league titles or play-
off spots heading into next week’s 
spring break.

Nearing the halfway point of the 
PAL Bay Division schedule, the 
Menlo and Menlo-Atherton baseball 
teams had to keep pace with league-
leading Mills in a race that figures 
to go right down to the wire.

On Wednesday, the two neighbor-
ing schools met for the first time this 
season — they’ll meet again Friday 
at Menlo at 3:15 p.m. — and it was 
the Knights who came through in 
the clutch as senior Calvin Jepson 
slammed a pair of solo homers to 
rally his team to victory at Betten-
court Field in Atherton.

After Friday’s rematch, both 
teams will travel to Las Vegas to 
compete in the annual Bishop Gor-
man Tournament next week.

Menlo (4-3, 10-4) started the 
season on a tear by capturing eight 
of its first nine games, only to go 
22 innings without scoring a run 
against Mills and Burlingame in 
three league losses two weeks ago.

The Knights since have regrouped 
with two straight victories, keeping 
them within striking distance of 
both Mills (5-1) and second-place 
Burlingame (4-2).

“We started the year playing 
unbelievable baseball and we’re 
not playing too bad right now,” 
said longtime Menlo coach Craig 
Schoof. “We have no big concerns 
and we’re swinging the bats a little 
better lately.”

Trailing 3-1 in the sixth inning, 
Jepson launched a towering solo 
homer to right center to pull Menlo 
within 3-2. Jepson later stepped 
into a high fastball and blasted the 
eventual game-winning homer to 
center in the eighth inning to give 
the Knights a one-run advantage 
that held up.

“Jepson has been carrying us all 
year,” said Schoof, who says the 6-

(continued on page 21)

DIVING IN . . . The Stanford 
Junior Olympic diving team com-
peted at the regional competition 
in Beaverton, Ore., last weekend 
with a record 11 divers qualifying 
for the West Nationals meet at the 
end of April in Mission Viejo. Lo-
cal divers who qualified included 
Alyssa Robinson of Menlo Park, 
who won both the 1- and 3-meter 
events in the 16-18 age group 
and Jenny Reese of Palo Alto. In 
the girls’ 14-15 age group, Gracie 
Greenwood of Palo Alto and Alex 
Richardson from Menlo Park both 
qualified, as well. The divers are 
coached by Dr. Rick Schavone 
and Ryan Wallace.

CARDINAL CORNER . . . Stanford 
redshirt junior Rachel Buehler 
will take the spring quarter off to 
go into residency with the United 
States women’s national soccer 
team. She is one of 32 players 
who will train at The Home Depot 
Center in Carson for the next 
four months leading to the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup in China in 
September. Buehler will also miss 
the first month of Stanford’s 2007  
season . . . The Stanford Athletic 
Department and the Buck/Cardi-
nal Club will host the 3rd Annual 
Stanford Sports Legends Celeb-
rity Golf Classic on Monday, April 
23 at the Stanford Golf Course. 
The tournament will be played in 
an 18-hole scramble format with 
a shotgun start at noon, followed 
by a cocktail reception and live 
auction. Each group will consist 
of five players: a foursome and a 
Stanford Athletics celebrity from 
the past or present. Tourney 
cost includes green fee and cart, 
lunch, dinner and cocktail hour. 
All proceeds from the tournament 
will benefit the Stanford Athletic 
Department through the Buck/
Cardinal Club. For more informa-
tion, or to reserve a spot in the 
tournament, call Kellie Utsumi at
723-1008.

CREW CLASSIC . . . The fifth-
annual Windermere Real Estate 
Rowing Classic will be held April 
14-15 at Redwood Shores. The 
two-day regatta and free commu-
nity festival runs 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
the first day and from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on the 15th. The regatta fea-
tures more than 100 crew races 
between the nationís top universi-
ties, as well as more than 400 
club and high school rowers.
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Big rivalry
renewed in
Big Meet

Cardinal teams host Cal 
in track and field’s 

annual grudge match

by Rick Eymer

T he dual meet has become an 
endangered species in track 
and field. Gone are the days 

when teammates would cheer as 
hard for a third-place finish as they 
would for the winner.

Well, almost gone. Stanford hosts 
California in the Big Meet, its lone 
dual meet of the season, on Satur-
day with field events beginning at 
11:50 a.m.

For almost a decade, schools 
have been continually sending indi-
viduals to invitational events, where 
lower costs afford more quality op-
ponents. Dual meets, the staple of 
collegiate schedules in the past, 
have been stomped to bottom of the 
barrel.

Which makes the Big Meet even 
more of an event, one in which ath-
letes took on additional responsibili-
ties, like throwing the shot put if you 
are really a sprinter, in the hopes of 
gaining that slight edge.

Itís a time when teammates are 
just that, and not competing against 
a standard. Forget the times; itís 
placement that counts in dual meets. 
Meet records have fallen in these 
meets, however, including five set 
last season.

The men will be competing in 
their 113th Big Meet, while the 
women will engage in their 18th 
meeting.

California won last yearís menís 
meet for the second straight year 
while the Stanford women won their 
sixth straight.

Eight Stanford men have quali-
fied for the NCAA Regional meet: 
Michael Garcia in the 800, Lauren 
Jespersen in the 1,500, Jacob Go-
mez and Brett Gotcher in the 5,000, 
Graeme Hoste in the pole vault, Fe-
ranmi Okanlami in the triple jump, 
and Michael Robertson and Daniel 
Schaerer in the discus.

All-American distance runner 
Arianna Lambie leads a strong con-
tingent of women athletes in the 
middle distances. Lambie qualified 
in both the 800 and 1,500, as did 
Alicia Follmar. Lauren Centrow-
icz and Amanda Trotter are also 
qualified in the 1,500. All four 
were members of Stanfordís NCAA 
championship womenís cross-coun-
try team last November.

Women’s basketball
Stanford seniors Brooke Smith 

and Kristen Newlin were selected 
in the 2007 WNBA Draft, held 
Wednesday in Cleveland, Ohio.

The 6-foot-3 Smith was drafted 
by the Minnesota Lynx as the 23rd 
overall pick in the second round 
while the 6-5 Newlin was taken 
34th overall by the Houston Comets 
in the third round.

Smith and Newlin are the first 
Cardinal players to be chosen in the 

(continued on page 22)

Keith Peters

Menlo senior Anthony Bouvier hung tough for eight innings, pitching a 
complete-game five-hitter to beat rival M-A, 4-3, Wednesday.

Keith Peters

Menlo-Atherton junior Matt Mosher (23) gave his team a 2-1 lead in the 
second inning with a solo home run.

Keith Peters

Menlo defender Travis Boyce (left) helped hold M-A’s Will Hyrne score-
less during the Knights’ 8-6 lacrosse win Wednesday.

foot-5 first baseman is hitting nearly 
.600 this season.

Menlo tied the game at 3 in its last 
at-bat in the seventh inning when se-
nior left fielder Casey Rose walked, 
was sacrificed to second by junior 
second baseman Ryan Morris, and 
then scored on a clutch double to 
right-center off the bat of junior des-
ignated hitter Andrew Augustus.

Meanwhile, it was another dif-
ficult loss for M-A (2-5, 5-7). The 
Bears have fought hard all season, 
only to witness their share of tough 
defeats.

“We’ve had a lot of games like 
this,” said M-A first-year coach 
Mike Amoroso, a graduate of Wood-
side High. “Pitching and clutch hit-
ting have been our weaknesses this 
season. But, the kids never let up 
and have no reason to hang their 
heads.”

Menlo jumped to a 1-0 lead in 
the first inning, via an RBI single 
from pitcher Anthony Bouvier that 
plated junior Jack Mosbacher. M-A 
answered in the bottom of frame on 
a fielder’s choice by Michael Masket 
that scored fellow junior Michael 
Stosz, who led off the inning with 
a double.

M-A tallied two runs in the sec-
ond inning, courtesy of a solo homer 
to right center from junior first base-
man Matt Mosher and an RBI-single 
from junior Drew Winn. 

Facing the solid pitching of 6-7 
senior left-hander Jordan Sanvic-
tores, the Knights could manage 
only one hit until Jepson’s homer in 
the sixth inning. Sanvictores, who 
baffled Menlo with a majority of off 
speed and breaking pitches, threw 
seven solid innings and gave up six 
hits before giving way to Mosher in 
the eighth.

Bouvier twirled a complete game 
to earn the win. He scattered five 
hits, just one in the final six innings. 
Bouvier helped his cause with a pair 

of hits. Junior Lee Bader added a 
double for M-A. 

M-A had a golden opportunity to 
increase its 3-1 lead in the third in-
ning. The Bears had runners at first 
and third with no outs, but had both 
runners thrown out on a double-steal 
attempt — one at second followed 
by the runner going home.

Boys lacrosse
In a showdown for first place in the 

PAL, Menlo avenged its only league 
loss by rallying to beat host Menlo-
Atherton, 8-6, on Wednesday.

The Bears (5-2, 6-3) appeared in 
control in the first half after taking 
a 4-1 lead. When Menlo (6-1, 7-2) 
got a quick goal from Ted Miller 
to open the third quarter, the Bears 
countered quickly with Mark Greg-
ory giving his team a 5-2 lead.

The Knights, however, used their 
speed and went on the attack to 
score three unanswered goals to tie 
the match at 5 at the end of three pe-
riods. The teams traded goals before 
Menlo put in back-to-back goals to 
wrap up the come-from-behind vic-
tory.

Miller finished with three goals 
and Shingo Kihara added two. Da-
vid Merrill scored twice to give M-
A its early advantage.

Girls lacrosse
Menlo-Atherton (7-0, 9-1) and 

Menlo (6-1, 8-4) met on Thursday 
in a showdown for first place in 
the PAL. The Bears defeated the 
Knights in their first meeting.

Both teams tuned up for the big 
match with easy wins on Tuesday. 
Sam Bassin scored four goals for the 
Bears in a 15-4 romp over Woodside 
while Julia Daly tallied four goals in 
a 9-6 win over Castilleja.

Boys golf
Menlo-Atherton sophomore Nick 

Sako shot an even-par 71 to help his 
team finish fourth in the 23-team 
Falcon Invitational that featured 
125 players on Monday at Shadow 

Lakes Golf Club in Brentwood.
Jake Hall Toy added a solid 77 for 

the Bears, who on Tuesday posted 
a 201-245 victory over Sequoia at 
Sharon Heights Country Club to 
remain atop the PAL Bay Division 
standings at 6-1 (9-1 overall).

Nick Sako (37), Elliot Hume (39), 
Greg Sako (40) and Toy (41) led the 
Bears on the par-36 course at Sha-
ron Heights. Menlo-Atherton will 
seek to avenge its only league loss 
when the Bears face Menlo on April 
16 at Menlo Country Club.

Swimming
The Sacred Heart Prep boys (3-

0, 4-1) remained on course for its 
eventual showdown for the West 
Catholic Athletic League title with 
Bellarmine by sinking host St. Fran-
cis on Tuesday, 99-71.

The Gators won 10 of the 12 
events, including all three relays. 
Alex Navarro (200 free, 100 back), 
Kameron Flores-Maxfield (200 IM, 
100 fly) and Austin Stahley (100 
free, 100 breast) led Sacred Heart 
Prep as double winners.■

Prep roundup
(continued from page 20)



Stanford Continuing Studies
proudly presents

NANKING
Fresh from 

its inaugural 
screening at the 
Sundance Film 

Festival

Thursday, April 12
7:00 PM

Cubberley Auditorium
 (School of Education)

Stanford University

FREE
Open to public

For more information please visit 
csp.stanford.edu

10% OFF!
with this ad!*

TUXEDOS TOO!!

www.newthings.com

408.517.5700
www.bayareabridal.net

*expires 4/30/07

19640 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino
(Market Place Center)

Prom 2007

Largest Selection in 
Northern California

Bay Area Bridal
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WNBA Draft since Nicole Powell 
was taken third overall by the Char-
lotte Sting in 2004.

In addition to being a three-time 
All-Pac-10 honoree, Smith is a two-
time Associated Press and Kodak/
WBCA All-American honorable 
mention selection. She ranked sec-
ond on the squad in scoring (13.9 
ppg) and rebounding (7.6 rpg) last 
year while leading the club with 120 
assists.

Men’s tennis 
Stanford heads to Oregon for a 

Pac-10 match today on a roll. The 
Cardinal has won three of its past 
four matches, including Wednes-
dayís 4-3 victory over visiting Santa 
Clara and Tuesdayís 4-3 victory over 
visiting San Diego.

Eric McKean and Kevin Kai-
ser won their doubles match in a 
tiebreaker against the Broncos to 
help Stanford (6-11) win the crucial 
doubles point.

David Ryan clinched the match 
at No. 6 singles, beating Tommy 
Hicks, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Richard Wire, Stanfordís No. 1 
player, won two sets in a tiebreaker 
to clinch the win over San Diego.

Women’s golf 
Stanford will be seeking its first 

win in its own Peg Bernard Invita-
tional since 2004 when the tourna-
ment begins at 8:30 a.m. on Friday.

The 13-team field will play 18 

holes each day on the 6,030 yard, 
par 71 course. Admission to the 
event is free.  

Also in the field are UC Davis, 
Hawaii, Fresno State, Denver, East-
ern Washington, Long Beach State, 
San Francisco, Oregon State, Port-
land State, San Jose State, Washing-
ton State and Santa Clara. 

Stanford has won the tourna-
ment three times since its incep-
tion in 1995. The Cardinal has had 
three individual winners, including 
Mhairi McKay in 1995, Stephanie 
Keever in 1999 and Wendra Liang 
in 2003.

Women’s lacrosse 
Stanford freshman midfielder Ju-

lie Christy was named Co-Player of 
the Week by the Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation on Tuesday. 

Christy scored two goals and re-
corded the game-winning assist in 
the Cardinal’s 10-9 upset of No. 12 
Vanderbilt last week. The win was 
Stanford’s first over a ranked oppo-
nent this season.

Stanford (1-1, 4-6) hosts Denver 
(0-0, 10-2) in a MPSF contest today 
at 7 p.m.

Men’s volleyball 
Stanford (2-16, 3-21) hosts its fi-

nal home games this weekend when 
top-ranked Pepperdine comes to 
town on Friday and No. 14 USC 
on Saturday. Both matches start at 
7 p.m.

Seniors Brian Lindberg (79 digs 
this season) and Josh Schwarzapel 
(undergraduate coach) will be hon-
ored on Saturday.■

Stanford roundup
(continued from page 21)

BIG MEET SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Cobb Track & Angell Field
Field Events

11:50 a.m. — Women’s javelin
12:20 p.m. — Men’s hammer
12:50 p.m. — Men’s long jump 
12:55 p.m. — Women’s pole vault
1 p.m. — Women’s long jump
1:05 p.m. — Men’s javelin
1:10 p.m. — Men’s high jump
1:20 p.m. — Men’s shot put
1:35 p.m. — Women’s hammer
2:20 p.m. — Men’s discus
2:25 p.m. — Women’s shot put
2:40 p.m. — Men’s triple jump
2:55 p.m. — Women’s triple jump
3:05 p.m. — Men’s pole vault
3:20 p.m. — Women’s high jump
3:35 p.m. — Women’s discus

Track Events
2 p.m. — Women’s 3,000 steeple-

chase
2:20 p.m. — Men’s 3,000 steeple-

chase
2:40 p.m. — Women’s 400 relay
2:45 p.m. — Men’s 400 relay
2:50 p.m. — Women’s 1,500
2:57 p.m. — Men’s 1,500
3:10 p.m. — Women’s 100 hurdles
3:17 p.m. — Men’s 110 HH
3:25 p.m. — Women’s 400
3:30 p.m. — Men’s 400
3:35 p.m. — Women’s 100
3:40 p.m. — Men’s 100
3:45 p.m. — Women’s 800
3:50 p.m. — Men’s 800
4 p.m. — Women’s 400 hurdles
4:07 p.m. — Men’s 400 IH
4:15 p.m. — Women’s 200
4:20 p.m. — Men’s 200
4:25 p.m. — Women’s 3,000
4:45 p.m. — Men’s 3,000
5:05 p.m. — Graduating seniors rec-

ognition ceremony
5:20 p.m. — Women’s 1,600 relay
5:30 p.m. — Men’s 1,600 relay

SCOREBOARD
MEN’S TENNIS

Nonconference
Tuesday

At Stanford 4, San Diego 3
Singles — Wire (S) d. Liversage, 7-6, 5-

7, 7-6; Coetzee (USD) d. McKean, 6-3, 6-2; 
Muller (S) d. Mouly, 7-5, 6-3; Kaiser (S) d. 
Sekiguichi, 6-3, 6-4; Wolmarans (USD) d. 
Zeller, 6-1, 6-0; Ozurovich (USD) d. Mor-
rissey, 6-3, 6-2.

Doubles — Bruch-Muller (S) d. Liversage-
Coetzee, 8-5; Wire-Morrissey (S) d. Mouly-
Brown, 8-3; McKean-Kaiser (S) d. Wolma-
rans-Ozurovich, 8-5.

Records: Stanford 5-11; San Diego 8-9
Wednesday

At Stanford 4, Santa Clara 3
Singles — Wire (S) d. Macek, 6-3, 7-6; 

Brogan (SCU) d. McKean, 6-2, 6-1; Wong 
(SCU) d. Muller, 6-1, 6-7, 7-6; Kaiser (S) d. 
Gallman, 6-2, 7-5; Shields (SCU) d. Mor-
rissey, 6-2, 6-2; Ryan (S) d. Hicks, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-3.

Doubles — Bruch-Muller (S) d. Macek-
McQuaid, 8-4; Wire-Morrissey (S) d. Gall-
man-Shields, 8-6; McKean-Kaiser (S) d. 
Brogan-Wong, 9-8.

Records: Stanford 6-11; Santa Clara 14-
6

WOMEN’S TENNIS
FILA/ITA Top 25

1, Stanford; 2, Notre Dame; 3, Georgia; 
4, Florida; 5, California; 6, Georgia Tech; 7, 
USC; 8, Clemson; 9, Miami; 10, UCLA; 11, 
Northwestern; 12, Fresno State; 13, William 
and Mary; 14, North Carolina; 15, Wake 
Forest; 16, Vanderbilt; 17, Florida State; 18, 
Texas A&M; 19, Pepperdine; 20, Baylor; 21, 
Duke; 22, South Carolina; 23, Michigan; 24, 
Tennessee; 25, Arizona State.

WOMEN’S WATER POLO
Collegiate Top 20

1, Stanford; 2, UCLA; 3, USC; 4, Cali-
fornia; 5, San Diego State; 6, UC Irvine; 7, 
Hawaii; 8, San Jose State; 9, UC Davis; 

10, Loyola Marymount; 11, Arizona State; 
12, UC Santa Barbara; 13, Hartwick; 14, 
Long Beach State; 15, UC San Diego; 16, 
Princeton; 17, Santa Clara; 18, Michigan; 19, 
Brown; 20, Cal State Northridge.

Schedule
FRIDAY
Baseball

College —  Stanford at Arizona State, 7 
p.m.; Menlo at Cal Lutheran (DH), noon

Golf

College women — Stanford hosts Peg 
Barnard California Collegiate, Stanford GC

Lacrosse

College women — Denver at Stanford, 
7 p.m.

Softball

College — Stanford at California, 3 p.m.

Tennis

College men — Stanford at Oregon, 1:30 
p.m.

College women — Washington State at 
Stanford, 1:30 p.m.

Volleyball

College men — Pepperdine at Stanford, 
7 p.m.

Water polo

College women — Stanford at UC Irvine, 
5 p.m.

SATURDAY
Baseball

College — Stanford at Arizona State, 1 
p.m.

Golf

College women — Stanford hosts Peg 
Barnard California Collegiate, Stanford GC

Softball

College — Stanford at California, 1 p.m.

Tennis

College women — Washington at Stan-
ford, noon.



INVENTIVE REMODELS OF LOCAL HOMES

2007 HOUSE TOUR
Friday, April 20 & Saturday, April 21

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL

Tax-deductible tickets 
Advance tickets $30; 

after April 13 or at the door $35
For ticket and tour information call: (650) 325-2990

Sponsored by the Palo Alto Area Mills College Club for the benefit of 
the scholarship program for students of Mills College and for programs 

and operations of the Mills College Alumnae Association.

Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Tori Anthony*
Castilleja track & field

Tenley Breen
Menlo-Atherton lacrosse

Colleen Fotsch
Palo Alto swimming

Adrian Holland
Menlo-Atherton lacrosse

Liv Jensen*
Palo Alto swimming

Kim Krueger
Menlo swimming

Kenny Diekroeger
Menlo baseball

Mark Higgins*
Palo Alto swimming

Ty Hyland*
Sacred Heart Prep baseball

Andrew Kim
Menlo swimming

Jacob Morton
Menlo-Atherton swimming

Scott Mosher
Menlo-Atherton baseball

Honorable mention 

Kayla Ushman
Menlo-Atherton High 

The versatile senior pro-
duced five goals, five as-
sists in addition to sparking 
the defense while helping 
the Bears register three la-
crosse victories and remain 
atop the Peninsula Athletic 
League standings.

Mike Scott
Palo Alto High

The junior ran on the win-
ning 400 relay and had 
three individual wins, includ-
ing a PR in the triple jump, 
in a track & field dual-meet 
victory before taking second 
in the high jump at 6-4 at 
the Stanford Invitational.

* previous winner

HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD
BADMINTON
PAL Bay Division

Menlo-Atherton 10, South SF 5
Girls No. 1 singles — Hong (SSF) d. Elle-

fritz, 15-11, 15-8; Boys No. 1 singles — Fred-
ericksen (MA) d. A. Lau, 15-0, 15-8; Girls 
No. 1 doubles — Noguera-Vadallo (SSF) d. 
Parmentier-Shepard, 15-2, 15-1; Boys No. 1 
doubles — Smith-Chao (MA) d. Lam-Eco, 
15-2, 15-4; Mixed No. 1 doubles — Domin-
guez-Liao (sSF) d. Amato-Galbreath, 15-0, 
15-7.

Standings: Aragon 4-1, Menlo-Atherton 
4-1, South San Francisco 4-1, Carlmont 3-
2, San Mateo 2-2, El Camino 2-4, Mills 1-4, 
Westmoor 0-5. 

BASEBALL
PAL Bay Division

Menlo 100 001 11 — 4 7 1
Menlo-Atherton 120 000 00 — 3 5 0

Bouvier and Umphreys; Sanvictores, 
Mosher (8) and Masket.

WP — Bouvier (5-3). LP — Mosher. 
HR — Jepson 2 (M); Mosher (MA). 2B 

— Augustus (M); Stosz, Bader (MA). 2 hits 
— Jepson, Bouvier (M). 2 RBI — Jepson 
(M).

Standings: Mills 5-1, Burlingame 4-2, 
Menlo 4-3 (10-4), Capuchino 3-3, Menlo-
Atherton 2-5 (5-7), Half Moon Bay 1-5.
Knights of Columbus/Serra Tournament

Monday
HM Bay 002 002 0 — 4 4 3
Palo Alto 103 124 x — 14 8 1

Grenman and Evans; Schwartz and 
Marchant. WP — Schwartz. LP — Gren-
man.

3B — Pederson (PA). 2 hits — Marchant 
(PA). 2 RBI — Wilkins (HMB); Dexter, Elmore, 

Pederson (PA).
Records: Palo Alto 3-9

Tuesday
Palo Alto 000 204 0 — 6 11 3
Serra 612 200 x — 11 8 1

Hauser, Elmore (1), Heeger (4) and March-
ant; Scott, Timko (6), Mutto (7) and Stirling. 
WP — Scott (2-0). LP — Hauser.

HR — Pederson (PA); Heon, Palermo, 
Vargas (S). 2B — Renda, Cooper (S). 2 hits 
— Elmore, Pederson, Dexter, Goodspeed 
(PA); Heon, Renda (S). 3 RBI — Pederson 
(PA); Palermo (S). 2 RBI — Heon, Renda, 
Vargas (S).

Records: Palo Alto 3-10
Wednesday
Fifth place

Burlingame 004 004 0 — 8 9 2
Palo Alto 101 020 0 — 4 9 0

Macloud and Chickman; Gonnerman and 
Marchant. WP — Macloud. LP — Gonner-
man.

HR — M. Chavez (B). 2B — Feldman, 
Pasenizk, Chickman (B); Pederson, March-
ant (PA). 3 hits — Hauser (PA). 2 hits — M. 
Chavez, Chickman (B). 3 RBI — M. Chavez 
(B). 2 RBI — Chickman (B).

Records: Palo Alto 3-11

BOYS GOLF
PAL Bay Division

Carlmont 195, Menlo 197
At Menlo CC (par 35)

Menlo leaders — Kriebel 33, Reddy 40, 
Nguyen 40.

Carlmont leaders — Lee 36, S. Semmler 
37.

Records: Menlo 2-3
Tuesday

Menlo-Atherton 201, Sequoia 245

At Sharon Heights CC (par 36) 
MA — N. Sako 37, G. Sako 40, Hume 39, 

Jordan 44, Toy 41.
S — McDonald 44, Church 51, Haider 47, 

Webb 49, Clot 55.
Records: Menlo-Atherton 6-1 (9-1)

Falcon Invitational
at Shadow Lakes GC (par 71)

Team leaders — 1, Foothill (Pleasanton) 
378; 2, Monte Vista (Danville) 383; 3, Uki-
ah 391; 4, Menlo-Atherton 403; 5, Sacred 
Heart Prep 407; 6, St. Francis 409; 7 (tie), 
Amador Valley and Justin Siena 411; 9, San 
Ramon Valley 413; 10 (tie), Livermore and 
Turlock Christian 415. Others: Woodside 
Priory 449.

70 — Hamm (Monte Vista)
71 — N. Sako (Menlo-Atherton)
72 — Machi (Foothill), McMillen (Ukiah), 

Travis (American).
Other leaders: S. Chavez (Woodside 

Priory) 75.
Other M-A: Toy 77, Hume 82, Jackson 

86, Walsh 87.
SHP scorers: McMahon 78, Refioglu 79, 

Nonnenberg 80, Paton 85, Knox 85.

BOYS LACROSSE
Peninsula Athletic League

Monday
Menlo 1 2 7 2 — 12
Bellarmine 2 2 1 5 — 10

M — not reported.
B — Weigand 5, Carroll 2, Abbott, Leto, 

Williams
Records: Menlo 5-1 (6-2)

Leland 1 0 0 0 — 1
Menlo-Atherton 3 4 1 1 — 9

L — Bender.
MA — Hyrne 2, McLaughlin 2, Merrill, Fla-

herty, Fitz, Gregory, Johnson.
Records: Menlo-Atherton 5-1 (6-2)

Wednesday
Menlo 0 1 4 3 — 8
Menlo-Atherton 3 1 1 1 — 6

M — Miller 3, S. Kihara 2, Finnochio, H. 
Kihara, Pedersen.

MA — Merrill 2, Fitz, Johnson, Gregory, 
Zamora.

Records: Menlo 6-1 (7-2), Menlo-Atherton 
5-2 (6-3)

GIRLS LACROSSE
Peninsula Athletic League

Menlo-Atherton   9 6 — 15
Woodside  2 2 — 4

MA — Bassin 4, Ushman 2, Wright 2, 
Burnett, Fanelli, Rodgers, Holland, Zuk, Na-
kamura, Keating.

W — Breen 2, Washburn, Lindley.
Records: Menlo-Atherton 7-0 (9-1), 

Woodside 0-7 (0-7)
Castilleja  1 5 — 6
Menlo  3 6 — 9

C — Cohn, Fitzgerald, Brown, Giancarlo, 
Steyer.

M — J. Daly 4, Leone, Miller, L. Daly, 
Shove, Gilhuly.

Records: Castilleja 1-6 (1-6), Menlo 6-1 
(8-4)

SOFTBALL
PAL Ocean Division

South SF 100 000 0 — 1 3 3
Menlo 000 201 x — 3 5 2

Ramos and Avarda; Stauffer-Green and 
Fugi. WP — Stauffer-Green (2-1, 11 strike-
outs). LP — Ramos (0-3).

2 hits — J. Shepard (M).
Records: Menlo 2-2 (3-5)

Burlingame Tournament
First round

St. Ignatius 201 030 001 — 7 9 1
Castilleja 000 040 200 — 6 7 6

WP — T. Leonard. LP — Albanese (7-4, 
13 strikeouts).

HR — Foley (SI). 3B — Briones (SI). 2B 
— Alexander 2 (Casty). 

Records: Castilleja 7-4
Second round

Burlingame 030 020 1 — 5 9 0
Castilleja 000 000 0 — 0 4 3

Breen, Rice (5) and Malaspina; Albanese 
and Smith. WP — Breen (7-2). LP — Alba-
nese (7-5).

HR — Breen (B). 2B — Minkel (B); Smith 
(Cast). 2 hits — Arobio, Malaspina, Fabela 
(B); Smith (Cast). 2 RBI — Quadt (B).

Records: Castilleja 7-5 
Final round

Castilleja 000 000 0 — 0 4 6
Capuchino 000 104 x — 5 11 1

Albanese and Smith; Jones and Lucereo. 
WP — Jones (8-5). LP — Albanese (7-6).

3B — Lopez (Cap). 2B — Albanese (Cast); 

Navarro, Connell (Cap). 2 hits — Albanese 
(Cast); Faatui, Navarro (Cap). 2 RBI — Faatui 
(Cap).

Records: Castilleja 7-6

BOYS SWIMMING
West Catholic Athletic League
SH Prep 99, at St. Francis 71

200 medley relay — Sacred Heart Prep 
(Still, Stahley, Kristofferson, Meisel) 1:44.65; 
200 free — Navarro (SHP) 1:47.05; 200 IM 
— Flores-Maxfield (SHP) 2:01.89; 50 free 
— Rudolph (SHP) 22.59; Diving — Healey 
(SF); 100 fly — Flores-Maxfield (SHP) 53.90; 
100 free — Stahley (SHP) 48.77; 500 free — 
Kuo (SF) 4:56.43; 200 free relay — Sacred 
Heart Prep (Rudolph, Kristofferson, Meisel, 
Stahley) 1:32.78; 100 back — Navarro (SHP) 
57.69; 100 breast — Stahley (SHP) 1:01.58; 
400 free relay — Sacred Heart Prep (Norton, 
Rudolph, Meisel, Flores-Maxfield) 3:27.27.

Records: Sacred Heart Prep 3-0 (4-1), St. 
Francis 2-2  

GIRLS SWIMMING
West Catholic Athletic League
At St. Francis 95, SH Prep 75

200 medley relay — St. Francis (Gilley, 
Smith, Pichay, Vo) 1:55.97; 200 free — Clark 
(SHP) 2:02.65; 200 IM — Ka. Howard (SHP) 
2:13.50; 50 free — Gilley (SF) 25.64; 100 fly 
— Pichay (SF) 1:03.08; 100 free — Gilley (SF) 
55.39; 500 free — Smith (SF) 5:16.59; 200 
free relay — Sacred Heart Prep (Ka. How-
ard, Kr. Howard, Menon, Culpan) 1:43.08; 
100 back — Mansfield (SF) 1:06.49; 100 
breast — Dorst (SHP) 1:12.96; 400 free re-
lay — Sacred Heart Prep (Ka. Howard, Kr. 
Howard, Menon, Clark) 3:45.74.

Records: Sacred Heart Prep 1-3 (3-3), St. 
Francis 2-2

BOYS TENNIS
Private Schools Athletic League

At SH Prep 7, Redwood Christian 0
Singles — Hansen (SHP) d. Silva, 6-0, 

6-0; Westerfield (SHP) d. Kaslin, 6-0, 6-1; 

Burton (SHP) d. Sturat, 6-2, 6-0; Maceda 
(SHP) d. Waqa, 6-3, 6-2.

Doubles — Derwin-Van Alstyne (SHP) d. 
Campos-Yee, 6-0, 6-0; Joy-Bocci (SHP) d. 
Swanson-Thomas, 6-2, 6-2; Urich-Sarafis 
(SHP) d. Yang-Jin, 6-0, 6-0.

Records: Sacred Heart Prep 9-0 (16-0)
PAL Bay Division

Menlo 6, at Menlo-Atherton 1
Singles — Hoffman (M) d. Horowitz, 6-1, 

6-3; Keegan (M) d. Haley, 6-1, 6-2; Williford 
(M) d. Hubble, 6-0, 6-2; Glenn (M) d. Tui-
onetoa, 6-4, 6-1.

Doubles — Sum-Przybyla (M) d. Smith-
Kelso, 6-0, 7-5; Schwab-Weiss (MA) d. 
Chase-Duggal, 2-6, 7-5, 6-3; Castor-Lee (M) 
d. Greenberg-T. Burwell, 6-1, 6-0.

Records: Menlo 7-0 (13-2), Menlo-Ather-
ton 2-4 (7-5) 

Schedule
FRIDAY
Baseball

PAL Bay Division — Menlo-Atherton at 
Menlo, 3:15 p.m.

Girls lacrosse
PAL — Leland at Gunn, 4 p.m.; Castilleja 

at Pioneer, 4 p.m.
Boys lacrosse

Nonleague — Menlo-Atherton at Harbor, 
4 p.m.

Softball
PAL Ocean Division — Sequoia at Menlo-

Atherton, 3:15 p.m.
Nonleague — Palo Alto at Mission City 

Tournament, Mission College, Santa Clara
Track and field

Nonleague — Arcadia Invitational: Gunn, 
Palo Alto entered.

SATURDAY
Baseball

Nonleague — Gunn at Sequoia, noon.
Girls lacrosse

Nonleague — Western States Tourna-
ment at Stanford: Menlo-Atherton entered.



A Guide to the Spiritual Community

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH UCC

1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto • (650) 856-6662 www.fccpa.org

Sunday Worship and Church School at 10:00 a.m.

God Is Still Speaking

This Sunday: Easter Sunday
“An Idle Tale”

Rev. David Howell preaching
Worship at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Egg Hunt following 9:30 worship

“Godspell” - April 27, 28 & 29 at 7:00 p.m.

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

EASTER SUNDAY
April 8, 10:00 am

Stanford Memorial Church

All are
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Christian Ecumenical Service with Communion

“Astonishing Hope”
The Rev. Scotty McLennan, Dean for Religious Life

Music featuring University Organist,Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,
and the Memorial Church Choir, under the direction of Gregory Wait

University Public Worship

First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto
(PCUSA)

Are you seeking a spiritual home, a place of welcome 
and acceptance? Are you wanting theological study 
where you are free to ask honest questions? Are you 
looking for a community of faith where you can be em-
powered to work for justice, peace and the common good 
of all?

Come check us out! Maybe you will fi nd the connections 
and commitments you believe Christ’s church should 
embrace and embody.
 8:30 A.M. - Worship in the round
 9:30 A.M. - Children & Adult Education

11:00 A.M. -  Worship 
Childcare provided at all services

1140 Cowper Street  650-325-5659  www.fprespa.org

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”

Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30

Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool

(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)

www.firstbaptist.com

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important. 
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

“Come and have your Faith lifted!

Sunday
Mornings for 

Spiritual Health
Meditation 9:15-9:45am

Service      10-11am
Non-denominational

and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays  7-8pm

Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way

Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

Grace
Lutheran
Church
-ELCA-

3149 Waverly St., Palo Alto 
650-494-1212

8:00 AM - Worship Service
10:30 AM - Worship Service

Child Care Available
Pastor Matt Smuts

INSPIRATIONS
A RESOURCE FOR 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND 
ONGOING RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES. FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 
CALL BLANCA YOC AT 

326-8210 x221
OR EMAIL 

BYOC@PAWEEKLY.COM

The Thomas Merton Center
of Palo Alto

Encouraging spiritual development through education,
spiritual practice and social action.

Celebrate Catholic liturgy with a progressive, lay-led
community every Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic Church,
751 Waverley Street (at Homer), Palo Alto

http://www.thomasmerton.org

A NEW CHRISTIANITY

PALO ALTO NEW CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU!

    Worshiping the LORD God Jesus Christ
Currently studying the TEN COMMANDMENTS

(Parlor at First Baptist Church) N. California & Bryant, P.A.

                        4 pm, 1st & 3rd Sundays

Touch the Heart
 Feed the Mind
  Serve the Neighbor

Info@PaloAltoNewChurch.org

April 1   ‘Be A Life Giver’    Rev. Erik Sandstrom
April 15  ‘Honor Marriage’    Rev. Mark Perry
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