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223 Cypress Point Dr  Mountain View
211 W. Latimer  Campbell
225 Lexington Dr  Menlo Park
721 14th Ave  Menlo Park
961 Round Hill Rd  Redwood City
1433 Alma St  Palo Alto
2303 Cowper St  Palo Alto
1232 Lisa Ln  Los Altos
10281 Phar Lap Dr  Cupertino
2275 Amherst St  Palo Alto
1067 Brighton Pl  Mountain View
26335 Esperanza Dr  Los Altos Hills
1434 Wildrose Way  Mountain View
483 Fulton Dr  Palo Alto
27055 Appaloosa Way  Los Altos Hills
221 Nevada Ave  Palo Alto
20740 4th St. #2  Saratoga
1026 Alameda de las Pulgas  San Carlos
1120 Hobart St  Menlo Park
1435 Alma St  Palo Alto
1437 Alma St  Palo Alto
108 Clover Ln  Menlo Park
855 Newell Pl  Palo Alto
219 Cypress Point Dr  Mountain View
1983 San Luis Ave #33  Mountain View
51 Toyon Rd  Atherton
196 Santa Monica Ave  Menlo Park
2333 Louis Rd  Palo Alto
3439 Woodstock Ln  Mountain View
45 Joaquin Rd  Portola Valley
2 Alverno Ct  Redwood City
108 Clover Ln  Menlo Park
858 Riverside Dr  Los Altos
507 Buena Vista Dr  Redwood City
875 Riverside Dr  Los Altos
90 Roan Pl Woodside

TRANSACTIONS FROM 2012

R. BRENDAN LEARY
www.brendanleary.com

bleary@serenogroup.com  |  www.brendanleary.com  |  (650) 207-2100  |  DRE # 00640599
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SB 
SHERRY BUCOLO 
650.207.9909
sbucolo@apr.com 
www.SherryBucolo.com 

DRE #00613242

Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide 

List with a Proven Professional
Price Upon Request

 
 

premier Old Palo Alto

8 bedrooms, 6 baths

5,600±  

 

Specializing in Selling Palo Alto Homes
  Call Sherry 650.207.9909 for a FREE Market Evaluation

Over $550 Million SOLD in Palo Alto
SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD
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Even in a hot market, 
great houses don’t sell themselves. 

“Elaine’s thinking “outside the box” has given us great results as both sellers and buyers. As sellers, Elaine provided 
insightful advice to prepare our home for sale as well as tactical expertise in negotiating multiple offers, and we got 

a great price on our home. As buyers, Elaine’s creativity and negotiating skill got us our fi rst choice house against 12 other 
bidders! We recommend her without reservation.”

Tom and Linda Buiocchi

“My wife and I interviewed more than a half dozen very good agents. Elaine has the highest integrity, is incredibly 
knowledgeable and patient, has a deep understanding of the Peninsula realty market, is a keen negotiator, and, 

perhaps most importantly, made sacrifi ces to get us into our home—and it took us months to fi nd the right home!” 
Andrew Olaharski

In today’s market, getting the best results requires the best representation. 

Elaine is not afraid to take a different, bold approach to getting a house sold—fi nding the right buyer for unique or unusual properties.  

Call Elaine at (650) 566-5323 for a free consultation. It’s the right move.

ELAINE BERLIN WHITE
Broker Associate, Attorney at Law
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
1377 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 94025

DRE #01182467

COMMUNITY CENTER OLD PALO ALTO

PROFESSORVILLE GREENMEADOW
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Named for an ancient redwood tree that 
was a living landmark for late-1700s 
Spanish explorers, Palo Alto today is 

a diverse community, a mixture of high-tech 
and locally owned companies and more than 
26,000 homes. 

Since incorporation in 1894, Palo Alto has 
expanded to encompass the area stretching 
from San Francisquito Creek to the north 
to San Antonio Road to the south, from the 
San Francisco Bay to the Skyline Ridge. It 
is home to nearly 65,000 residents — but 
during weekdays the population swells to 
nearly 140,000 with the daily flow and ebb 
of commuters.

Over time, the demographics of Palo 
Alto have changed dramatically. What once 
was a homogeneous, mostly blue-collar 
community, with an enclave of Stanford 
University professors, has become a diverse, 
mostly well-to-do, well-educated, but aging, 
population.

Despite a median household income of 
$117,127 (estimated by U.S. Census for 
2008-10), many are challenged to keep up 

with the median single-family home price — 
$1,710,000 (from December 2011 through 
November 2012).

But people continue to flock to Palo 
Alto, taking pride in its environmental 
consciousness, city-owned utilities, support 
of social services and some firsts, including 
opening a public Children’s Library in 1940 
and becoming the first U.S. city to have an 
Internet home page in 1994. 

In addition to the neighborhoods included 
here, you can view expanded profiles at 
www.paloaltoonline.com/neighborhoods/, 
including full profiles for South of Midtown 
and St. Claire Gardens.

This publication, like Palo Alto itself, 
is ever-evolving. If we’ve missed your 
neighborhood (either here or online), or 
if you have additional tidbits about your 
neighborhood you’d like to share with the 
Weekly, please let us know.

Carol Blitzer, Associate Editor
cblitzer@paweekly.com

Additional copies of Palo Alto Neighborhoods, as well as companion publica-
tions — Almanac Neighborhoods and Mountain View/Los Altos Neighborhoods 
— are available at the Weekly for $5 each. All three publications are available 
online at www.paloaltoonline.com/neighborhoods/.

Copyright @2013 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

On the Cover: Pat Prochaska and children Camille Prochaska Klein and Laurent 
Klein play on the swing outside their Adobe Meadow home in Palo Alto in 
October 2012. Photo by Veronica Weber. Photos of College Terrace, Old Palo 
Alto and Esther Clark Park by Veronica Weber. On this page: Professorville and 
Charleston Gardens by Veronica Weber, Leland Manor by Kimihiro Hoshino.

Publisher: William S. Johnson
Neighborhoods Editor: Carol Blitzer
Art Director: Scott Peterson
Researchers: Pierre Bienaimé, Carol Blitzer, Lisa Kellman, 
Haiy Le

Vice President Sales and Marketing: Tom Zahiralis
Sales representatives: Connie Jo Cotton, Neal Fine, 
Rosemary Lewkowitz, Carolyn Oliver, Irene Schwartz
Home-sales data: Courtesy of J. Robert Taylor, Taylor 
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PALO ALTO



NEIGHBORHOOD FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Piccolo 
Preschool, 888 Boyce Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Newell Road, Channing Avenue and Middlefi eld 
Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Norman 
Beamer, 650-327-7071
PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; 
Hopkins Creekside Park, along Palo Alto Avenue
POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamiliton Ave.; 
Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 
1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING (NEARBY): The Willows Market, 60 
Middlefi eld Road, Menlo Park
MEDIAN 2010 HOME PRICE: $2,400,000 
($710,000-$4,830,000)
HOMES SOLD: 30 
MEDIAN 2010 CONDO PRICE: $735,000
CONDOS SOLD: 1

Stanford
Shopping

Center

Stanford
Shopping

Center

Ravenswood
Shopping

Center

Ravenswood
Shopping

Center

Stanford
University

Medical
Center

Stanford
University

Medical
Center

Stanford
University
Stanford

University

San Antonio
Shopping

Center

San Antonio
Shopping

Center

Downtown
Palo Alto

Downtown
Palo Alto

Palo AltoPalo Alto

East
Palo Alto

East
Palo Alto

Mountain
View

Mountain
ViewLos AltosLos Altos

Menlo ParkMenlo Park

 1

 2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11
12

13

14
16

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25

26
27

28

2930

31

32

33
34

1. Downtown North
2. Crescent Park

3. University South
4. Professorville

5. Community Center
6. Duveneck/St. Francis

7. Triple El
8. Embarcadero Oaks

9. Leland Manor
10. Garland

11. Old Palo Alto
12. Southgate

13. Evergreen Park
14. College Terrace

15. Mayfi eld
16. Ventura

17. Midtown
18. Palo Verde

19. St. Claire Gardens
20. South of Midtown

21. Adobe Meadow/
      Meadow Park

22. Charleston Gardens
23. The Greenhouse

24. Greendell
25. Greenmeadow
26. Walnut Grove
27. Fairmeadow

28. Charleston Meadows
29. Monroe Park

30. Palo Alto Orchards
31. Barron Park
32. Green Acres

33. Greater Miranda
34. Esther Clark Park

35. Palo Alto Hills
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 Jackie and Richard thank you for trusting us to help you achieve your Real Estate Success. 

 

 

 

 

Silicon Valley 
Power Realtor Team 
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(650) 855-9700 
jackie@apr.com 

DRE # 01092400 

(650) 566-8033 
richard@apr.com 

DRE # 01413607 

www.schoelerman.com 

  
M & J Abidari  
M & A Armsby 
D Atkinson 
H & D Axtell  
R & S Bachman 
Y Baur 
G Bomze 
A Borkovsky 
L & V Brannen 
B & L Bruce 
R Callaway 
T Carmack 
D & K Chen 
R & C Chen 
J Chen 
M Chubb 
B & B Cleveland 
M Clyde 
V & S Conrad 
M Cummings 
D Degroff  
S Detering 
D Doherty 
A Drzewiecki  
J Du 
O Efromova 
M & B Egbert 
D & C Emmerson 
S Farhadi 
J Feghhi 
G Friedman 
B Ghoorah 
D & B Graham 
H Green 
M & M Griffith  
D & A Hagan 
S Hirmanpour 
S & M Jados 
K & J Kennedy 

R & M Kennedy 
S Khan 
V Komin 
C & A Koo 
M Kopell  
M Krivopal  
E Kuo 
N Laird 
K & K Lashkari  
A Lau 
L & A Lau 
B & D Lawson 
D Lesikar 
S Li 
J & K Linley 
C Magill  
S Mahoney 
M & A Maarleveld 
E & M Marth 
L Martin 
P McBurney 
V Menager 
T Mock 
N Nadvornik 
L Naimark 
P & M Narth 
W Ng 
R Onizuka 
M & B Pade 
J Paul 
N Pedreiro 
A Peters 
L Portnoy 
S Puza 
R & T Quintana  
B Rhodes 
A Richards 
A Riley 
C Robinson 

J Rortveit  
L Rost  
T & B Sana 
M Sarhaddi 
J Sasaki 
C Scal  
J Schneider 
I Shilov 
L Shilova 
N Shokrani 
C Sholtz  
A Shook 
M Shull  
M & L Sims 
L Sims 
S Solum 
K Sonntag 
A & D Srivastava  
E Stock 
M Tabazadeh 
J & O Tarvin 
K Toney 
G & V Toney 
C & C Van Zandt  
B Wallace 
A Wang 
R Ward 
K Washington 
L Watanabe 
J & C Whitty 
K Winer 
B & L Wingard 
M Wojtowicz 
S Wolff  
M Wozniak 
D Xu 
B & A Yatovitz  
W Young 
B Zaslow   
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A stone’s throw away from Stanford 
University, Downtown North used 
to be populated by mostly single 

graduate students and professionals, 
according to Lee Lippert, a long-time 
resident. Since the Lipperts moved in, they 
have witnessed an influx of families.

“I have seen more housing being built, 
forming a mix of small houses, arts-and-crafts 
homes, small garden apartments and double 
duplexes in this neighborhood,” he said.

Lippert, an architect who served on Palo 
Alto’s Architectural Review Board, first 
moved into an apartment with his wife 
in 1983 and later moved to a house on 
Hawthorne Avenue. Beginning in the 1980s, 
he witnessed how his neighborhood, situated 
at the northernmost part of the city, has 
undergone many changes that reflect both 
the economic and demographic transitions 
that have taken place with the rise of Silicon 
Valley.

“The Peninsula Times Tribune went out of 
business in the early 1990s,” Lippert pointed 
out, and the city block that faced Lytton 
Avenue was developed as both commercial 
and residential property. It was a loss to 
the news industry, but according to Lippert 
there were many gains for the neighborhood. 
He counts the introduction of traffic circles 
and turn restrictions in 2005 among recent 
improvements. 

“A lot of cut-through traffic went past 
our neighborhood before the traffic-calming 

measure was enforced,” he said. “The streets 
then were like a highway and it was very 
unsafe, especially for young children.”

Since the implementation of these traffic-
restriction measures, the residential part 
of Downtown North became much quieter 
and pedestrian-friendly. Though parking on 
University Avenue remains a headache for 
some, Lippert finds Downtown North offers 
easy access to almost everything. 

“I moved to this neighborhood because it 
was just a 10-minute walk to my office, and 
my projects were usually within half-a-mile 
radius, very easy to walk or bike to,” Lippert 
said. Before he moved to Palo Alto, Lippert 
used to commute to work by train from 
Connecticut to New York City. 

“Caltrain station, supermarket, restaurant 
and the San Francisquito Creek are all within 
walking or bicycle distance,” he said. “The 
only inconvenience is that there’s no gas 
station here now and I need to go to Menlo 
Park for gas, but, on second thought, I 
consider this a great thing.”

Newcomers to the neighborhood are also 
drawn to the conveniences. Trina Currier, 
who has lived in Downtown North since 
2008, said she really enjoys the proximity 
of restaurants and shops on University 
Avenue, and, for her kids, Johnson Park. And 
Jacqueline Damsdale, who just moved into 
the neighborhood in November 2011, enjoys 
taking her kids to the park.

The area where Johnson Park is now used 

to be houses, but the city redeveloped the 
area into a public open space for the densely 
populated Downtown North. Johnson Park is 
now at the center of social life. It becomes a 
place where neighbors get to know each other 

“just by walking around,” Currier said. 
“It is a major asset of the 

community,” Lippert said. “It’s always 
full of kids, seniors, and I used to walk 
the dogs in the evenings to Johnson 
Park, through the downtown area and 
back home. It’s the place that has 
brought the community here together.”

The ties among people are strong. 
Friday afternoons, neighbors visit each 
other and join each other’s parties. 
“Sometimes, people invite each other 
to dinners,” Damsdale said. Living in 
Downtown North makes her and her 
family — even though they are new 
faces in the neighborhood — feel warm 
and friendly. 

“We look out for each other, 
especially when someone’s sick,” 
Currier said. “It’s a nice camaraderie 
here.” 

— Yichuan Cao

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Discovery Children’s House — Montessori, 437 
Webster St.; Downtown Children’s Center, 555 
Waverley St.; First School, 625 Hamilton Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 
LOCATION: between San Francisquito Creek 
and University Avenue, Alma Street and 
Middlefield Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Sally Ann 
Rudd, sallyann_r@yahoo.com; Tricia Ward-Dol-
kas, neighborhood preparedness coordinator, 
tricia@dolkas.net
PARKS: Cogswell Plaza, Lytton Avenue be-
tween Ramona and Bryant streets; El Camino 
Park, 100 El Camino Real; El Palo Alto Park, 
Alma Street at El Camino Real; Hopkins Creek-
side Park, Palo Alto Avenue from El Camino 
Real to Middlefield Road; Johnson Park, Everett 
Avenue and Waverley Street 
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING: University Avenue, Stanford Shop-
ping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,801,250 
($1,100,000-$3,225,000)
HOMES SOLD: 10 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $919,250 
($550,000-$1,400,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 18

Veronica W
eber

DOWNTOWN NORTH
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The Professional for Professionals
MBA, CRS, SRES

(650) 465-9160
jcopple@cbnorcal.com

www.JackieCopple.com

opple
ackie

“My husband and I could not agree for 7 years, then Jackie came along and she

Excelled at listening to each of our concerns
 strong market knowledge

Intuitively brought us together
strong negotiation skills

“We sold my mother’s home from 700 miles away when Jackie gave

dedication
 Extensive fi nancial background 

marketing skills

Let Jackie Help You Achieve Your 
Real Estate Dreams!

Jackie Copple has been helping clients on the Peninsula 

achieve their personal fi nancial goals for over 30 years, as a tax 

accountant, a fi nancial planner, and since 1989 as a Realtor.

Serving the communities of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley, Woodside, Redwood City and north 

to San Mateo; Palo Alto, Mountain View, Los Altos and south to San Jose where I was raised.

Enjoy what Jackie’s clients are saying:
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The wide streets of Crescent Park are 
lined by tall, stately trees that spread 
their knobby branches and many 

leaves to shade the sidewalks. Runners and 
families wander through the green expanses 
of Eleanor Pardee Park and out into a 
neighborhood that boasts 1,800 individually 
designed homes, ranging from Craftsman to 
Bungalows to Colonials. 

Andrea Saliba, a resident since 1996, 
greatly appreciates the trees in the area, 
even citing them as a reason for her move 
to community. She described them as 
“tall and majestic,” serving to give her 
neighborhood “a sense of history.”

“Newer developments don’t feel like 
home,” Saliba added.

Crescent Park is also home to a 
demonstration garden that is planted by 
master gardeners from the UC Extension 
program. On a lot next to what the locals 
call “Eleanor” Park, the garden has 
dirt paths that make their way through 
the carefully manicured beds. The 
garden features two distinct areas, one 
a “waterwise” garden that demonstrates 
regional plants that use little water and 
an edible garden that displays fruits and 
vegetables that are in season. Both of these 
gardens are open to the public during the 
week.

Crescent Park is bordered by San 
Francisquito Creek, a source of both 
pleasure and concern since past floods have 
caused property damage. The Crescent 
Park Neighborhood Association is working 
actively to get flood-control mechanisms 
installed so another flood can be prevented. 
But, despite the floods, residents are 
passionate about the creek.

Cathie Lehrberg, a resident since 1982, 
appreciates the wildlife that is found around 
the creek. 

“We draw birds that other areas don’t,” 
she said.

But beyond the creekside location 
and easy access to University Avenue 
restaurants, residents enjoy a sense of 
community through their neighborhood 
association. Through daily emails, they ask 
for — and receive — recommendations 
about anything from taking in a dress to 
finding a good financial advisor. Recent 
messages referred to a lost cat, a teenager 
wanting summer work, someone seeking a 
house sitter and another selling an antique 
armoire.

Saliba enjoys participating in the 
Crescent Park Neighborhood Association.

“The association is wonderful, a chance 
to say hello to your neighbors.”

A new resident, Ken Hawk, who moved 

to the neighborhood in 2010, commented 
on how welcoming the community was.

“It is a great sense of community,” he 
said. “The first day that we were here, a 
neighbor brought over a care package.”

“The people here are fantastic and 
welcoming,” he added, commenting on 
how his new neighbors aided his arrival 
with a detailed list of contacts ranging from 
dentists to babysitters.

Saliba is especially 
appreciative of the 
small things that help 
build community 
and friendship in her 
neighborhood such as 
“my daughter selling 
Girl Scout cookies,” and 
the fact that there are “a 
few block parties.”

Lehrberg told the 
story of how her 
neighborhood welcomed 
a newly moved-in 
neighbor.

“The people across 
the street had a party for 
the (new) people around 
the corner,” she said.

And as for the 
neighborhood, she said 
that it could be summed 
up simply as “lovely 
homes, lovely trees and 
lovely people.” 

— Aaron Guggenheim

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito 
Creek, Newell Road, Channing Avenue and 
Middlefield Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Norman 
Beamer, president, 650-327-7071
PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; 
Hopkins Creekside Park along Palo Alto Avenue
POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamiliton Ave.; 
Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton 
School, 1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING (nearby): The Willows Market, 
60 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park; University 
Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,447,500 
($840,000-$5,445,000)
HOMES SOLD: 38 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $580,000
CONDOS SOLD: 1

Veronica W
eber

CRESCENT PARK
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*No slogan needed

 650-400-1001
DRE 01184883

Over
$500,000,000

in Palo Alto Sales

Miles McCormick
N u m b e r  O n e  Te a m  o u t  o f  7 9 , 0 0 0  K e l l e r  Wi l l i a m s  a g e n t s

H o m e s O f Pa l o A l t o. c o m
A v e r a g i n g  1 0 , 0 0 0  V i s i t s  P e r  M o n t h

249 Lowell Avenue 
SOLD - Buyer Representation

1030 Hamilton Avenue
SOLD - Buyer & Seller Representation

938 Boyce Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

560 Melville Avenue
SOLD - Buyer Representation

126 Lowell Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

470 Santa Rita Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

925 Forest Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

630 Lincoln Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

3610 Ramona Circle
SOLD - Buyer & Seller Representation

806 Los Robles Avenue
SOLD - Buyer & Seller Representation

251 Washington Street
SOLD - Seller Representation

1959 Emerson Street
SOLD - Seller Representation

228 Rinconada Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

220 Rinconada Avenue
SOLD - Buyer Representation

1131 Lincoln Avenue
SOLD - Buyer Representation
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Nestled in between Palo Alto’s most 
exciting places, Kathryn Verwillow 
raves about the location of her 

neighborhood.
“The neighborhood is only three-fourths 

of a mile from downtown and eight blocks 
from Stanford,” she said. “It is the perfect 
location.”

Verwillow, a resident since 2003, said 
the sense of community is strong in the 
neighborhood, too. Each year her block on 
Kingsley Avenue hosts a block party for the 
whole neighborhood on the first Saturday 
after school starts. “It is like summer’s last 
gasp,” she said.

This year the party had a bouncy house 
for the young children and a 20-foot-tall blue 
and orange bouncy slide for the older kids.

When the kids were on the slide, squeals 
of delight poured out in every direction. The 
kids flew down the slide and bounced onto 
an inflatable-rubber surface. Verwillow said 
there was a first-aid kit at the ready.

Two young girls dragged their father 
toward the coolers when they arrived at 
the block party; they were in need of juice 
boxes. Verwillow said the party usually gets 
up to 200 residents during the potluck.

“On this block there was a house sold 
for $10 million and another sold for a little 
under $900,000,” she said.

But, location is the main attraction to this 

more than 100-year-old community.
Eric Nee, a journalist at Stanford, has 

lived in University South since 1998. He 
said he enjoys riding his bike to work 
everyday and also said the location of the 
neighborhood is the best aspect.

“It is the most urban of the suburban 
communities,” he said. “Everything is in 
walking distance.” 

However, the great location of University 
South has brought some problems with the 
continued expansion of Palo Alto.

The city designated two-hour parking 
streets at the edge of the neighborhood to 
accommodate downtown workers. According 
to long-time resident Michael Hodos, this 
influx of cars has created a big parking issue.

“Residents without driveways will go to 
run an errand and have to park blocks away 
from their houses,” Hodos said. “I once saw 
a woman walk a block back and forth several 
times just to put away her groceries.”

Hodos has lived in the neighborhood since 
1978 and said that there used to be ample 
parking. Now, he said that neighbors help 
each other by playing “musical cars” to 
ensure a parking spot is available.

The parking problems spill into the 
historic district of Professorville — named 
for the Stanford professors who lived there 
— which is surrounded by University South. 
When Stanford opened in 1891, there was 

little near the campus. According to Palo 
Alto Historian Steve Staiger, the city of Palo 
Alto was formed because Stanford needed a 
city surrounding it.

“You can’t tell the story of Stanford 
without talking about Palo Alto,” Staiger 
said.

The area that is now called University 
South was the original Palo Alto because it 

was the closest walking distance 
to the university, according to 
Staiger.

Because of this, University 
South has homes that are more 
than 100 years old. But since the 
neighborhood lies outside the 
historic borders of Professorville, 
renovations on homes can be done 
with much less red tape to cut 
through.

Staiger said he hopes to 
continue University South’s 
tradition of history by opening the 
Palo Alto History Museum within 
the neighborhood’s boundaries. 
The new museum will be housed 
in the Roth Building on Homer 
Avenue, which used to house Palo 
Alto’s original clinic.

Construction could start on the 
museum as early as 2012, Staiger 
said. 

— Ryan Deto

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Addison 
Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Children’s 
Creative Learning Center Downtown Child 
Care Center, 848 Ramona St.; First School, 
625 Hamilton Ave.; The Learning Center, 459 
Kingsley Ave. 
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 
LOCATION: bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma 
Street, Embarcadero and Middlefield roads
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Elaine 
Meyer, 650-325-8057
PARKS: Scott Park, Scott Street and Chan-
ning Avenue; Palo Alto Heritage Park, Homer 
Avenue and Waverley Street
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING: University Avenue, Town & 
Country Village
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,345,000 
($1,350,000-$4,257,000)
HOMES SOLD: 19 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $1,100,000 
($550,000-$2,700,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 27

Veronica W
eber

UNIVERSITY SOUTH
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SOLD
COWPER STREET 

PALO ALTO
REPRESENTED THE SELLER

monicacormanbroker
DRE #01111473       mcorman@apr.com   

650.543.1164   monicacorman.com

SOLD
RAMOSO ROAD 
PORTOLA VALLEY
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
SANTA CRUZ AVENUE 

MENLO PARK
REPRESENTED THE SELLER

SOLD
POSSUM LANE 

PORTOLA VALLEY
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
HAWTHORNE AVENUE 

MENLO PARK
REPRESENTED THE SELLER

SOLD
GOLDEN OAK 

PORTOLA VALLEY
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
BYRON STREET 

PALO ALTO
REPRESENTED THE SELLER

SOLD
SANTA CRUZ AVENUE 

MENLO PARK
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
HERMOSA WAY 
MENLO PARK

REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
WINDSOR WAY 
MENLO PARK

REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
OAK KNOLL LANE 

MENLO PARK
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
MONTEREY DUNES 

CASTROVILLE
REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
WISTERIA LANE 

PALO ALTO
REPRESENTED THE SELLER

SERVING YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD

MENLO PARK

ATHERTON

PALO ALTO

STANFORD

WOODSIDE

PORTOLA VALLEY

LOS ALTOS

LOS ALTOS HILLS

SOLD

SOLD
ARBOR ROAD 
MENLO PARK

REPRESENTED THE BUYER

SOLD
CREEK ROAD 
MENLO PARK

REPRESENTED THE SELLER
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Named for the Stanford professors who 
originally congregated there in the 
1890s, Professorville is known for its 

100-year-old late Victorian homes, arching 
oak trees and proximity to downtown. As 
Palo Alto’s oldest residential neighborhood, 
the area even boasts national recognition as 
an official Historic District.

“We just liked the feel of the 
neighborhood,” said longtime resident Ruth 
Letts of her family’s thoughts upon moving 
into their Lincoln Avenue home 40 years ago. 
“It was very unpretentious. ... The warmth 
of the neighborhood just felt right, and it 
continues to feel right.”

Bordered by Kingsley and Addison 
avenues and Cowper and Ramona streets, 
Professorville features a variety of turn-of-
the-century architectural styles including 
Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Craftsman 
Bungalows and Wood Shingle. 

The neighborhood enjoys residential 
seclusion while sitting close to Town & 
Country Village, University Avenue and 
several public schools.

“You can click off anything and say, 
‘Yeah, I walk there,’” Letts said. “We’re 
situated between two libraries, University 
Avenue, Town and Country, the stadium and 
the train station... all within easy walking 
distance.”

“Everyone seems to walk or ride 

bikes, which helps you get to know your 
neighbors,” said Megan Barton, who moved 
to Professorville with her family in 2007.

In recent years, the walkability to 
downtown has created severe parking 
problems. Commuters, eager to take 
advantage of the lack of a time limit, pack 
Ramona and Bryant streets bumper-to-
bumper during work hours.

Residents are left with limited street-side 
parking options — a serious issue, since 
many of the older homes were built without 
garages.

Similarly, “Lincoln’s kind of a 
thoroughfare now,” Letts said. “When we 
moved in, it was very quiet.”

The neighborhood has experienced 
significant change during the last decade, 
according to Palo Alto historian Steve 
Staiger.

Letts remembers watching her Lincoln 
Avenue neighbors transition from 
predominantly families to older, retired 
empty-nesters. But the area has recently 
attracted many families with young children, 
reinvigorating the gentrified atmosphere.

“There’s this new surge of energy,” Letts 
said. “It’s all good stuff, it really is.”

“I feel like the older neighbors socialize 
wonderfully with those of us that are younger 
or have younger families,” Barton said.

Even a short walk through the 

neighborhood reveals the juxtaposition of 
old and new. After passing several traditional 
houses, a new-construction home can 
suddenly appear, jarring the landscape.

Residents who wish to renovate or rebuild 
their houses often experience opposition 
from the Palo Alto Historical Review Board 
(HRB), who seek to maintain the historic 
status of the area. One couple recently 
spent three years and $500,000 fighting the 
HRB for the right to demolish their Lincoln 

Avenue home. 
Despite the headaches of the 

permit process, most residents 
support the efforts to maintain 
the traditional look and feel of 
Professorville, Letts said.

“We really appreciate the 
people that come in and keep 
the integrity of the houses,” she 
said. “No two houses are alike.”

It was this protectiveness that 
motivated Palo Alto residents 
to unify to save Professorville 
in the 1970s from a proposed 
18-story health center. Letts 
and Barton agreed that the 
community is still strong today.

“We take care of each other’s 
children, pets, share meals,” 
Barton said.

“It’s the old borrowing the 
sugar, borrowing the egg,” 
Letts explained. 

— Casey Moore

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Addison Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Down-
town Child Care Center — CCLC, 848 Ramona 
St.; The Learning Center, 459 Kingsley Ave.; 
Downtown Children’s Center, 555 Waverley St.
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St., and No. 
3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.
LOCATION: bounded by Kingsley and Addison 
avenues from Cowper to Ramona streets
PARKS: Scott Street Mini Park, Scott Street 
and Channing Avenue; Heritage Park, Homer 
Avenue and Waverly Street
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL (nearby): Castilleja 
School, 1310 Bryant St.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING: University Avenue; Town & 
Country Village
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,402,000 
($2,200,000-$2,550,000)
HOMES SOLD: 4

Veronica W
eber

NEIGHBORHOODPROFESSORVILLE
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Downtown Palo Alto
728 Emerson St, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

Sand Hill Road
2100 Sand Hill Rd, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

www.dreyfusproperties.com

dreyfusproperties

Palo Alto Listings & Sales in 2012

Summer Brill, Sales Associate

DRE 01891857  |  650.701.3263
sbrill@dreyfusproperties.com

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate

DRE 01917593  |  650.427.9211
nqueen@dreyfusproperties.com

Michael Dreyfus, Broker

DRE 01121795  |  650.485.3476
mdreyfus@dreyfusproperties.com

Michael’s Sales Team includes 

Summer Brill and Noelle Queen

465/475 Oxford Avenue
www.475oxford.com
Offered at $1,795,000

552 Kellogg Avenue

w w w.552Ke l logg.com

Offered at $3,850,000

2255 Ramona Street
www.2255Ramona.com
Offered at $2,080,000

2302 Santa Ana Street
www.2302SantaAna.com
Offered at $2,295,000

1326 Emerson Street
www.1326Emerson.com
Offered at $3,495,000

868 Lincoln Avenue
www.868LincolnSt.com
Offered at $2,495,000

SOLD

SOLD

Co-listed w/ Mary Jo McCarthy
650.400.6364

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

1040 Emerson Street
www.1040Emerson.com
Offered at $1,998,000

744 Guinda Street
www.744Guinda.com
Offered at $3,195,000

195 Santa Rita Avenue
www.195SantaRita.com
Offered at $2,295,000

355 Channing Avenue
www.355Channing.com
Offered at $2,695,000

129 Lowell Avenue
www.129Lowell.com
Offered at $2,195,000

869 Partridge Avenue
www.869Partridge.com
Offered at $1,680,000
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Barbara Wolfe and her husband Elliott 
wanted to settle down after moving 
around the country for many years, 

and after one visit to Palo Alto in 1970, she 
remembers thinking, “This is it. ... This is 
home.”

Forty-plus years, three remodels and many 
memories later, they still live in their home 
on Madison Way, in what was then called 
Green Gables.

Margot Lockwood-Stein and her husband 
Tom Stein came to Duveneck in 2008 
in search of a neighborhood where their 
children Ben and Katherine could safely play 
outside. They were attracted to the canopy of 
trees that surrounded their eventual home on 
Walter Hays Drive and appreciate how the 
neighborhood gives their children access to 
“great schools all the way ‘til high school,” 
Lockwood-Stein said.

“We had bid on a similar (house) a year 
before, so I knew Margot would love it,” 
Stein said.

These two families’ experiences provide 
insight into daily life in Duveneck and the 
shared experiences that bring its residents 
together.

Socializing on Duveneck’s streets 
and sidewalks is very important to both 
families. The houses in the Steins’ corner 
of the neighborhood are “really attractive” 
and well-kept, Lockwood-Stein said, and 
minimal traffic makes their street a safe, 
active social hub.

“We’ll take a walk around the loop 
and the kids will all be playing, and we’ll 
be hanging out with the grown-ups,” 
Lockwood-Stein said.

The Steins also enjoy wandering slightly 

further afield. Their children spend a lot of 
time at Eleanor Pardee Park, and Stein, an 
avid tennis player, appreciates Duveneck’s 
proximity to the courts at Rinconada Park.

Wolfe described “Eleanor” Park as a 
special “delight.” Palo Alto’s abundance 
of child-friendly facilities — including the 
Children’s Library, Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre and the Junior Museum & Zoo, all 
of which are within walking distance from 
Duveneck — impressed her during her first 
visit to the city, she said. 

“Edgewood Plaza would help bring 
neighbors together and add to the 
convenience of local walk-to shopping,” she 
added.

For now, she walks her dog daily and 
enjoys meeting people who are out with 
their own pets. She and her friends also 
take weekly walks to University Avenue 
and Town & Country shopping center — 
Duveneck’s closest commercial districts.

The Steins wanted to move to Palo Alto 
because of its excellent school system, 
Lockwood-Stein said. She and her husband 
are thankful that five of their neighbors have 
children in the same grade at Duveneck 
Elementary as their son.

“Both of us grew up in the same group of 
kids through high school, and we knew how 
beneficial that could be,” he said.

Wolfe’s memories of Green Gables, as 
Duveneck Elementary was called until 1982, 
are more colorful.

“In the ‘70s, everything was, you know, 
hanging loose,” she said.

Wolfe’s daughter Laura, who started 
attending Green Gables as a first grader, 
said that she and her classmates were seated 

in a circle by their teacher — “with all the 
heads pressed together” — and taught the 
principles of group meditation.

She also recalled a teacher who lived in 
the neighborhood and often sat outside in 
his car — a large convertible with a steer’s 
horns mounted on the hood — to greet 
passing students.

“It was nice to go over there and say hi,” 
Laura said.

Laura Wolfe moved back to Duveneck 
with her husband Daniel Cher in 1998 after 
leaving for college years before. The couple 
bid on many Palo Alto houses but ended 
up on Iris Way — a street about five blocks 
from Barbara Wolfe’s — where they now 
live with their daughters Emma and Clara.

“The school is better since I was here. ... 
There are teacher’s aides and more parent 
involvement,” she said.

Moving to Duveneck can be difficult. 
Lockwood-Stein said that Duveneck’s high 
real estate prices make living there “a very 
big financial decision” and that their current 
house is significantly smaller than the San 
Mateo house they lived in beforehand.

But “the neighborhood is so great, it was 
worth it,” Stein said.

Barbara Wolfe is just glad to have found a 
quiet neighborhood with “tight community 
bonds (and) friendly neighbors,” she said.

“The beauty is we have created a small-
town environment in the larger environment 
of the Peninsula,” she said.

— Martin Sanchez

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Duveneck 
Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road 
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito 
Creek, Oregon Expressway, Greer Road, Embar-
cadero Road and Newell Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Karen 
White, 650-494-7026, KarenWhite4@sbc-
global.net
PARKS (nearby):  Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 
Center Drive; Rinconada Park, 777 Embarca-
dero Road 
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (nearby): International 
School of the Peninsula, 151 Laura Lane; St. 
Elizabeth Seton, 1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School 
SHOPPING: Edgewood Shopping Center (to 
be renovated); University Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,685,000 
($1,100,000-$2,450,000)
HOMES SOLD: 31

Veronica W
eber

DUVENECK/ST. FRANCIS
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PALO ALTO

(650) 566-5348- office
(408) 221-3175 - cell

DRE# 01139489

brigid@vanrandall.com
www.vanrandall.com

PALO ALTO

MENLO PARK

MENLO PARK

PALO ALTO

MENLO PARK MENLO PARK

MOUNTAIN VIEW

REPRESENTING  
Buyers and Sellers 

to achieve their 
real estate goals

LOS ALTOS
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When he moved to the Bay Area in 
1965, college professor Marvin 
Lee wanted to find the perfect 

location to raise his two kids. With its 
wide array of family attractions, the 
Community Center neighborhood gave 
him exactly that.

“It has everything within a couple of 
blocks — swimming pools, the children’s 
museum and library, theaters, Eleanor 
Park, and of course, the schools,” he said. 
“It’s so nice to be at the center of all this 
because the kids can bike everywhere. 
Mothers don’t have to spend all their time 
just driving their kids from place to place.”

After 45 years, the amenities that 
initially drew Lee to the area still exist 
today. “The odd thing is, the area itself 
has remained much the same as it possibly 
could. I would say it’s still the same, great 
place to be,” he said. “You have every 
conceivable public service within a two-
block radius, and then a five-minute drive 
will get you to any shopping area you 
want.”

These features also appealed to Karen 
Neuman and her family when they moved 
there 10 years ago.

“We picked this area because of all the 
conveniences for raising children,” she 

said. “We’ve been able to walk to so many 
activities. ... We’ve been to tons of art-
center classes, junior-museum classes and 
sports programs.”

Julie O’Grady grew up in Palo Alto 
and saw no reason to move her family 
anywhere else. 

“The area is so youth oriented and it 
feels like a homely community,” she said. 
“My daughter walks to school or rides her 
scooter sometimes. It saves the parents gas 
money since our kids can walk just about 
everywhere.”

Neuman said what have changed are the 
houses themselves. 

“A lot of the older homes have been 
upgraded to newer homes,” she said. 
“When we were first looking at houses 
here, I did think they would have to 
change within the next 30 years because 
of their age. But, it happened within 10 
years.”

Lee said the most recent change he’s 
seen in the area is the influx of tech 
industry employees. 

“They have discovered Palo Alto and 
are buying all the houses in sight. The last 
two homes on my block each sold for 5 to 
6 million dollars. They were recently built 
new homes.”

Rick Ferguson, president of the 
Community Center Neighbors’ 
Association agreed that the tech industry 
has brought many new faces to the area. 

“I do think it’s safe to say there has 
been an increase in the usual rate of new 
families moving in. It makes the whole 
place more livelier,” he said.

The community welcomes these new 
families to bi-annual block 
parties that have been 
going on for the past 40 
years, as well as to other 
clubs and gatherings. 

“I’m also looking to 
start wine and cheese 
get-togethers with the 
neighbors in this area,” 
O’Grady said. 

The neighborhood 
residents continually work 
to keep the area as safe as 
possible. For example, the 
neighbors on Parkinson 
Avenue successfully 
worked with the city to get 
a new four-way stop sign, 
one block away from the 
Children’s Library. 

“The people definitely 
do look out for each 
other,” Neuman said. 
“Kids can walk to school 
or their friend’s houses; 
it’s very safe.” 

— Junesung Lee

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Walter 
Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road, 
Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St. 
LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, 
Channing Avenue, Newell Road and Embarca-
dero Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Rick 
Ferguson, 650-327-3222, rick@skylonda.com
PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero 
Road
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road; 
Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 
1095 Channing Ave.  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays, Addison or 
Duveneck elementary schools, Jordan Middle 
School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: Midtown, Downtown Palo Alto
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,225,000 
($800,000-$5,550,000)
HOMES SOLD: 18

Sierra D
uren

COMMUNITY CENTER
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“It was the most pleasant, time saving, professional, and stress-free large fi nancial transaction 
we have ever completed! Cindy was “off the charts” wonderful! Not only did Cindy do what she 
said she was going to do, she also did much more than that. All along, Cindy made sure that 
my wife and I were communicated to quickly and accurately. There was never anything left for 
chance. We were both amazed at the level of service Cindy gave us, knowing that she had other 
listings she was working on, and other things going on that were probably more pressing than 
our issues! We have highly recommended Cindy to anyone that is talking real estate!”

S and L Lohmann

“Cindy is tenacious, a skillful negotiator, easy to work with and fun, smart, very knowledgeable 
and savvy. She has that special touch in everything that she does.”

Tony and Renee - Woodside

For A Stress Free Real Estate Transaction
Contact me!

Atherton • Los Altos • Menlo Park
Palo Alto • Woodside

C INDY L IEBSCH
650-591-7473

cindy.liebsch@cbnorcal.com • www.propertiesbythebay.com
DRE#01324217

C INDY L IEBSCH



Leland Manor
Many Leland Manor families have lived 

there since the area developed 70 years ago, 
but the last decade has seen an influx of 
newcomers. Recent transplant Heidi Schwenk 
found her dream house on quiet Northampton 
Drive in 2006. She has since discovered that it 
was the first in the neighborhood and designed 
by renowned Palo Alto architect Birge Clark. 

Another piece of history is up the road: A 
brick house at Newell Road was a prototypical 
“modern house” in San Francisco’s 1939 
World’s Fair exposition. 

Most homes in the area are single-story 
California ranchers spread out on 10-12,000 
square-foot lots, with some contemporary 
exceptions. Leland Manor’s rolled curbs and 
wireless skies (electric and telephone lines are 
underground) give the still streets an expansive 
feel. 

Swing sets and roses decorate front 
yards, along with the occasional palm, birch 
or Japanese maple. Some residents tend 
vegetable gardens and even chicken coops. 

Defined by a central ring of streets 
encircling twin cul-de-sacs, Leland Manor 
receives little traffic. Residents say this 
seclusion contributes to their strong sense of 
community.

A Fourth of July parade brings neighbors 
together annually, a community corkboard 
displays signs for dog walkers and missing 
rabbits, and resident Kathleen Hughes 
is organizing volunteers for emergency 
preparedness. Longtime resident Lorraine 

Berry drops recommended books in 
neighbors’ mailboxes and runs Easter egg 
hunts. 

“People really look out for each other,” 
Schwenk said. 

Garland Drive
Winding Garland Drive is mostly a tranquil 

community, but it has catapulted many 
residents into civic affairs. Frances Dias and 
Robert Cooley served on the City Council in 
the 1960s. Most recently, Dick Rosenbaum, a 
resident since 1963, served two terms over 12 
years.

Residents have also been active around 
local issues. Neighbors successfully lobbied 
the City to close a youth hangout in the 1960s 
and add stop signs in the 1970s.

Recent issues center on local schools. 
Some residents voiced concern about noise 
and traffic following a planned reopening and 
expansion of Garland Elementary School, 
currently leased to private Stratford School. 
The City postponed the plan in 2009 after 
enrollment slowed, but gave notice to Stratford 
to vacate by 2014. At that time, the district will 
likely remodel before reopening it as a public 
school.

In general, residents agree that 
magnolia-lined Garland Drive is “just a 
good neighborhood to bring up children,” 
Rosenbaum said. Most of the children had 
grown up and moved away until 1995, when 
new families trickled in. 

Nearly all of Garland Drive’s 90 houses are 
original, single-story post-war constructions. 
One of the area’s four cul-de-sacs has a well-
established Fourth of July party, and many 
residents belong to a Yahoo group.

Embarcadero Oaks
Lights and tinsel transform Fulton Street 

into a winter wonderland every year, drawing 
thousands of visitors to “Christmas Tree 
Lane.” Residents have kept the tradition 
alive since 1940, and new arrivals inherit 
decorations from previous owners. Before the 
lights go on, neighbors have coffee together. 

“It’s a real neighborhood,” said Mike Klynn, 
who since 1975 has lived in a house Herbert 
Hoover built as Stanford University president. 

Lined with tall sycamores and houses that 
date back to the 1930s, including some designs 
by Birge Clark, Fulton Street also stands out 
during the rest of the year. It was once the 
eastern edge of a neighborhood that extended 
past Middlefield and has architecture in Tudor 
Revival and Monterey Colonial styles. Several 
ancient oaks lend the area its name.

The rest of the neighborhood’s California-
style homes went up after World War II, on 
streets of descending length branching off 
Seale Avenue.

A resurgence of families with young 
children has re-defined the well-kept 
neighborhood. Caroline Steene, a Swedish 
citizen who has rented a house in the area for 
two years, rides her bicycle around with two 
kids in tow. She appreciates local schools, 
diversity and — of course — Christmas Tree 
Lane. 

“We don’t do it like that in Sweden.” 

— Katia Savchuk

LELAND MANOR/GARLAND DRIVE/EMBARCADERO OAKS

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
First Congregational Church Nursery School, 
1985 Louis Road; Parents Nursery School, 
2328 Louis Road; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 
Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LOCATION: Leland Manor: between 
Middlefield and Louis roads, Seale and North 
California avenues; Embarcadero Oaks: triangle 
formed by Embarcadero Road, Seale Avenue 
and Middlefield Road; Garland Drive: between 
Middlefield and Louis roads
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Neighbor-
hood Preparedness Coordinators, Kathleen 
Hughes, kathleen.hughes@sbcglobal.net, and 
Esther Nigenda, enigenda@yahoo.com 
PARK (nearby): Rinconada Park, 777 Embar-
cadero Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave. 
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Hwa Shin Bilingual Chi-
nese School, 750 N. California Ave.; Stratford 
School, 870 N. California Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School 
SHOPPING: Midtown
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,801,000 
($1,100,000-$6,000,000)
HOMES SOLD: 17
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Leland Manor, Garland Drive and Embarcadero Oaks may be small, but their sense of 
community runs large. The idyllic mini-neighborhoods nestle in a parallelogram in eastern 
Palo Alto, bounded by the Oregon Expressway, Middlefield Road, Embarcadero Road and 

Louis Road. 
Residents say you cannot beat the location, with shops and eateries within walking 

distance at Midtown, California Avenue, University Avenue and Stanford University. 
Sought-after schools and a nearby community center, children’s theater and library keep local 
children busy. Several of the area’s serene streets come to life for annual holiday festivities.
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities

It’s a whole different 
world under our city! 

My personal interest in geology, mapping, machinery and new technologies 
makes my job a perfect fit for me. Working underground gets  

muddy, dirty and messy, but that’s half the fun!

I’m part of a team who are in the trenches (literally) every day 
keeping your gas, water and sewer pipelines operating safely 

and efficiently. You’re on my team, too! For example, 
when you put rags, wipes, diapers or grease in the trash, 

instead of down drains and toilets, that means we  
all have fewer sewer back-ups to deal with.

Most people never see my work and don’t give much 
thought to what it takes to maintain underground 
pipeline systems. But I get great satisfaction from 

knowing I’m one of the reasons your  
underground utilities operate so well. 

Get important gas and  
sewer safety tips: 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/safeutility

Learn about what we’re working on:  
www.cityofpaloalto.org/

utilityprojects 

—Filiberto “Fili” Castro
City of Palo Alto Utilities Installer/Repairer
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My home has
128,180 bedrooms 
and 72,086 baths.

I call it
Palo Alto.

Follow us to
ChancellorHomes.comBrian Chancellor

Brian Chancellor
650.303.5511
BrianC SerenoGroup.com
DRE # 01174998
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Gamble Garden, a 2.5-acre public oasis 
featuring diverse demonstration and 
formal gardens, educational programs 

and grand historic buildings, lies at the heart of 
the Old Palo Alto neighborhood.

A crown jewel of the city, the garden, 
residents say, is representative of the things 
they love about their neighborhood as a whole: 
beautiful architecture, lush, well-tended 
greenery and a friendly atmosphere.

Old Palo Alto, which stretches from 
Alma Street to Middlefield Road and 
between Embarcadero Road and the Oregon 
Expressway, is one of the city’s wealthiest 
and most desirable, popular with such local 
celebrities such as former footballer Steve 
Young. And despite the “old” name, city 
historian Steve Staiger said it isn’t the oldest 
neighborhood in town, with its first homes not 
built until after the turn of the 20th century. 

“I think Realtors gave it that name because it 
sounds cool,” he said.

Though the appropriateness of its name may 
be up for debate, it’s reputation as a pleasant 
place to live is not.

“It’s got a great urban canopy and a great 
neighborhood feel,” Nadia Naik, founder of the 
Old Palo Alto Neighborhood Association, said. 
“It’s historic, walkable and bikeable.” 

In just a couple of years, the neighborhood 
group has attracted more than 350 members, 

she said, and now boasts a “flourishing” 
Emergency Preparedness program.

Naik and her family moved to the area 
from Boston and rented for nine months 
before buying their home in 2006. They liked 
the quiet, tree- and flower-filled atmosphere 
and “eclectic, hodgepodge” of houses, 
including Craftsman, Eichler, Colonial and 
Mediterranean-style homes.

Fellow resident Mary Haverstock has 
renovated her own house several times and 
currently resides in a Craftsman-style home.

“We tried to maintain some of the integrity 
of the original design,” she said. “The housing 
styles of the neighborhood are a real mix, and I 
love that,” she said. 

Haverstock and her family made the 
decision to return to Palo Alto from San 
Francisco in 1994 and specifically chose Old 
Palo Alto because of the “beauty and charm of 
the area” and its family-friendly environment, 
including the excellent school system, she said.

Haverstock, who, like Naik, has kids at 
Walter Hays Elementary School, said it has 
been ideal for bringing up her family. And, 
she said, “Four new families with small kids” 
have recently moved near her home on Byron 
Street, “which is a change.” 

Turnover brings in new families and 
children to mix with the older, long-time 
population. “That’s really fun,” she said.

Daniel Garber, past chair of the city’s 
Planning and Transportation Commission, has 
called Old Palo Alto home since 1996. He said 
the neighborhood reminded him and his wife 
of the Midwestern communities they grew up 
in, and that his family has enjoyed many block 

parties over the years. 
The central location, too, is an 

important feature for residents. 
“It’s a lovely, low-key 

neighborhood, but it’s close to 
Midtown and California Avenue,” 
he said, and downtown is within 
reach as well.

“It’s not always organized,” 
but there is a friendly feel, with 
neighbors chatting and socializing 
often, Haverstock said, explaining 
that there is more block-to-block 
activity than an overarching 
neighborhood identity.

“It’s the perfect amount of 
neighborhood involvement; 
we’re not busy bodies,” she said, 
laughing.

“When I’m out and about, 
walking my dog, looking at 
the gardens and flowers, I meet 
people,” she said. “It’s a real 
community.”

— Karla Kane

Veronica W
eber

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Neighborhood Infant-Toddler Center, 311 N. 
California Ave.; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 
Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: between Embarcadero Road and 
Oregon Expressway, Alma Street and Middle-
field Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Old Palo 
Alto Neighborhood Association (OPANA), 
Nadia Naik, nadianaik@gmail.com 
PARKS: Bowden Park, Alma Street and 
California Avenue; Bowling Green Park, 474 
Embarcadero Road; Kellogg Park, next to Bowl-
ing Green Park
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Castilleja School, 1310 
Bryant St.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison or Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Jordan Middle School, Palo 
Alto High School 
SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; Midtown
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,529,000 
($710,000-$9,000,000)
HOMES SOLD: 38
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $777,500 
($725,000-$830,000)
HOMES SOLD: 2
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LEANNAH & LAUREL
YOUR TEAM FOR MID-PENINSULA REAL ESTATE

CALL THE TEAM WHO LIVES, WORKS AND UNDERSTANDS 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Proven Professional and Community Leadership. Unmatched Knowledge of Mid-Peninsula 

Neighborhoods. Exceptional Personal Service. A Track Record of Outstanding Results.

It has been a pleasure to work with you on the sale of our house. As we worked our 

would all work out. And it did!  Dr. and Mrs. Harry Hartzell

They really know the market...get to know people very quickly, identifying their needs. 
They are warm and perceptive... I wouldn’t use anyone else.  Ray Bacchetti

We were very pleased with their comprehensive knowledge of the local markets, 
schools, and neighborhoods.  Jay & Liana Boyarsky

(650) 475-2030 
lhunt@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01009791  

(650) 475-2035 
laurel@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01747147

www.LeannahandLaurel.com

PALO ALTO • LOS ALTOS • LOS ALTOS HILLS • MENLO PARK • ATHERTON • PORTOLA VALLEY • WOODSIDE • MT. VIEW • REDWOOD CITY ...AND THE ENTIRE MID-PENINSULA

A FEW RECENT SALES
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The former orchard that is Southgate 
was owned by the Stanfords until the 
1920s, when they sold and subdivided 

it. Lucille Lawrence Cascio has lived in 
Southgate so long she still has the 1923 
documents that banned alcohol and poultry 
from the neighborhood, as well as “any 
person of African, Japanese or Chinese 
descent.” 

The neighborhood has changed.
Southgate, bordered by El Camino Real, 

Park Boulevard, the Caltrain tracks and 
Churchill Avenue, has dense leafy foliage, 
little gas-lamp-style streetlights and a 
“hidden” walkway that connects Sequoia 
Avenue and El Camino Real. The little 
houses — increasingly bigger — are laid 
out in cul-de-sac-esque geography that 
deters commuting drivers, and attracts 
bicyclists and walkers.

Besides adding to its pedestrian feel, 
Southgate’s geographically defined 
boundary adds to its neighborhood 
identity. “There’s no question about 
whether you live in Southgate or another 
neighborhood,” legal consultant and 
Southgate resident since 2006 Martha 
Angell said.

With Stanford, Palo Alto High School, 

the Caltrain, California Avenue, University 
Avenue, and Town & Country Village all 
within walking-distance, residents love 
the location. “For teens, it’s perfect,” Irina 
Gorelik, a mother of four and Southgate 
resident since 2007, said.

Southgate reminds Angell of the North 
Carolina of her childhood, when kids 
played in the street after dinner. Of course 
in the 1960s Southgate kids also played in 
the park after dinner, Cascio, who’s lived 
there since 1963, recalled. 

“I see a daily procession of people with 
dogs, women with babies, fathers taking 
the twins to Peers Park, and of course lots 
of bikers,” Angell said, lifting a snoozing 
cat from her couch. “This cat isn’t mine — 
probably a neighbor’s. This is how cozy 
Southgate is,” Angell said.

The neighborhood holds annual 
Memorial Day block parties and toy 
drives. Individual blocks sometimes 
organize parties and picnics. Neighbors 
arrange folding chairs in the middle of the 
street, and spend the evening eating and 
talking.

Southgate has seen a lot of construction 
in the last three years. Gorelik estimated 
that every street in Southgate has had 

three or four homes remodeled, many 
with second floors. When she arrived in 
Southgate, she knew her house was too 
small for her family, but the location was 
too perfect to pass up. Since then she 
converted her smaller home to a large, 
two-story home.

Palo Alto High School teacher and 
Southgate resident since 1996 
Kate McKenzie also noticed the 
trend to make over small houses. 
“It has changed the look and feel 
of the neighborhood, but it’s still 
a very neighborly place,” she said.

The proposed high-speed rail 
that would link San Diego to San 
Francisco has become the biggest 
issue in the community. “We all 
wanted it, but it’s a bit shocking 
to have it go through your 
neighborhood. It could possibly 
rip up a whole street of houses. 
It is going to make a pastoral 
neighborhood significantly 
louder,” McKenzie said.

Cascio worried that the high-
speed rail may take out her 
garage. The rail project, however, 
could take more than a decade to 
organize and construct, she said. 
Her house’s inheritors will likely 
have to deal with the high-speed 
rail, “but at my age, I’m not too 
worried that it will impact me.” 

— Georgia Wells

SOUTHGATE FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Casa dei Bambini, 457 College Ave.; Escondido 
Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road; Walter Hays 
Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the 
Stanford Campus
LIBRARIES: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road; 
and College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St. 
LOCATION: bounded by El Camino Real, Park 
Boulevard, the railroad tracks and Churchill 
Avenue
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Jim Mc-
Fall, Neighborhood Watch, wmjmcfall@yahoo.
com, 650-327-4428
PARK: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido and Walter 
Hays elementary schools, Jordan Middle School, 
Palo Alto High School.
SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; Califor-
nia Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,362,900 
($1,100,000-$2,350,000)
HOMES SOLD: 8

G
alen Stolee
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EVERGREEN PARK

MAYFIELD
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Before arriving at her house in Evergreen 
Park, Jennifer DiBrienza lived all over 
the area from Menlo Park to Los Altos to 

South Palo Alto. And in the magical moment 
that befalls some homeowners, she walked into 
the house and fell in love. 

“When we got here, we weren’t at all 
thinking about the neighborhood,” she said. 

But that was later.
“We were unpacking the kids’ bedrooms 

for their first night there and the windows were 
open and we could hear the Stanford band 
practicing,” DiBrienza said. “And we just put on 
our shoes and ran down the street and watched 
the band.”

Then she discovered the park.
“We had been here just a couple of days and 

we went out to the park and thought, this is 
spectacular. And we have little kids and the train 
goes by and they could hear the train.”

These are some of the reasons why people 
love Evergreen Park. The neighborhood 
is its own quiet little world with about 150 
single-family homes and about 250 multi-
family homes that include condos as well as 
apartments.

A lifelong Palo Altan, Deborah Goldeen 

moved to Evergreen Park in 1986 and has 
observed its transformation over time.

“The whole neighborhood has completely 
changed since the late 1980s with all this 
construction,” she said, pointing to homes on 
Leland Avenue that are being renovated. “And it 
hasn’t let up.”

Her house, however, has resisted change for 
26 years. This gives Goldeen another reason to 
beam about her neighborhood.

“Evergreen Park has a good mix of new and 
old houses,” she said. “We have neighbors of 
diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. It is a truly 
mixed development.” 

Two annual events that bring residents 
together are the block-party potluck and a Peers 
Park barbecue, organized by the Magic House, 
a cooperative-living house on Oxford Avenue. 
One of the “magicians,” David Schrom, is 
president of the neighborhood association and 
has been a resident since 1976.

One political action that appeared on the 
city’s council agenda in the 1990s was residents’ 
desire to lessen neighborhood traffic with street 
barricades, one-way streets, and traffic islands. 

The result, according to Goldeen, was a 
change in the neighborhood culture. With less 

traffic nuisance, people walked more frequently, 
neighbors interacted with each other and kids 
biked more safely in the street.  
              — Haiy Le  

One of Joe Villareal’s favorite places 
to eat is Palo Alto Baking Company 
on California Avenue because it is 

individually owned and run.
“The person who owns it usually works 

here,” he said. “You’ll find a lot of businesses 
like that on California Avenue.”

Despite containing one of the biggest 
commercial districts in Palo Alto, the 
Mayfield neighborhood is often forgotten or 
grouped together with one of the surrounding 
neighborhoods, said Villareal, a resident for 32 
years. It’s left off of neighborhood maps and 
many of its own residents are not aware of its 
historical significance.

“It has a very distinct history,” he said.
Mayfield, Calif., was its own town founded 

in 1855, even before Palo Alto’s beginnings in 
1894, said Palo Alto Historical Association’s 
historian Steven Staiger. Though Leland 
Stanford originally wanted to build his 
university in Mayfield, the town refused his 
one request: that the town, which was known 
for its 13 bars, go “dry.” 

Eventually, Palo Alto outgrew Mayfield and 
in 1925, the two cities became one, with Palo 

Alto annexing Mayfield. 
One of the biggest differences between 

Mayfield and the surrounding neighborhoods 
is the kind of housing it provides. While 
Evergreen is filled with single-family homes, 
flowering front yards and picket fences, the 
majority of housing in Mayfield is multi-family 
residences, such as apartments and condos.

Though there is not an official neighborhood 
association, several Mayfield residents, 
including Villareal, are part of Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods, an independent organization 
that aims to help each neighborhood in the area 
communicate its needs to the city.

Joe Belion, who has lived in Mayfield for 
13 years, said one of the main reasons he 
enjoys his home there is that there are a myriad 
restaurants within walking distance from his 
apartment.

“I like that I’m by a lot of places I can eat,” 
he said. 

While living near Palo Alto’s second 
downtown is certainly a plus for many 
Mayfield residents, it’s also clear that parking 
near home is a challenge.

Because Mayfield is zoned primarily for 

multi-family residents, Villareal said the 
community boasts a lot of diversity.

“This area has a big mixture of population, 
from age, ethnicity, income levels,” he said. 

— Lauren-Marie Sliter

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Casa dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 
457 College Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 
Escondido Road
FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.
LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 
Wellesley St.
LOCATION: between California Avenue, Park 
Boulevard and El Camino Real 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: David 
Schrom, 650-323-7333
PARKS: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 
456 College Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School 
SHOPPING: California Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,532,500 
($1,250,000-$2,850,000) 
HOMES SOLD: 4 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $861,250 
($805,000-$1,500,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 8

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Casa dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 
457 College Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 
Escondido Road
FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.
LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway, 
El Camino Real, California Avenue and Park 
Boulevard 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods members: Joe Villareal, 650-
326-7519
PARKS: Sarah Wallis Park, 202 Grant Ave.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 
456 College Ave.
SHOPPING: California Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,000,000
HOMES SOLD: 1 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $673,000 
($478,000-$978,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 14
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www.JulieTsaiLaw.com

Full Listing Service

• Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Menlo Park,
   Atherton area specialist
• Over 20 years experience in real estate investment,
   construction and development
• Mid-Peninsula resident for over 24 years
• Detailed knowledge of the neighborhoods and well
  connected with the community
• Access to top-notched professionals in the industry
• Consistent top producing agent
• Highly educated and exceptionally skillful in every
  aspect of her profession, highly respected by her peers.
• Wonderful marketer & tactful negotiator
• Resourceful, diligent, loyal and truthful to her clients
• She has her team ready to go and we handle all the details!
• Direct communication with you and keeps you updated
• She actively works for you!
• Over 80% of Julie's businesses are from referrals and repeated clients
   as a result of her unsurpassed level of service and unmatched dedication
• Fluent in Mandarin Chinese, Julie’s clients got an edge locally and globally
• B.S. Engineering, UC Berkeley
• MBA, Cal State University

• Market analysis & strategic market planning
• Assist you preparing your property for sale: 
   Julie has access to reliable inspectors, contractors, 
   painters, landscapers, professional stagers, etc.
• Help you complete necessary paperwork & disclosures
• Professional designed open house flyer &
  marketing materials
• Direct mailing to target groups
• Multiple Listing Services
• Open house ad on local newspaper
• Open houses & broker tour
• Screening for qualified buyers
• Follow up with agents and buyers
• Facilitate showings and offer presentation
• Contract negotiations
• Escrow coordination and sign off

Why Julie when it 
     comes to real estate?

Julie Tsai Law
Broker Associate, CRS, SRES, MBA
Top agent of the nation,
according to Wall Street Journal rankings
DRE # 01339682
Cell Phone: (650) 799-8888
Email: julie@julietsailaw.com
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College Terrace has long been known 
as a place that’s good for young 
families, including those of grad 

students at nearby Stanford. It’s near a 
public elementary school and several child 
care centers and parks. Dog-walkers and 
strollers are common sights on the streets 
lined with houses of all styles and sizes.

Lorenz Redlefesen has lived in College 
Terrace since 2005 and is still struck by 
the quiet. “When we moved in, one of the 
first things we noticed was how quiet it is 
compared to our old place on University 
Avenue. I distinctly remember noticing the 
birds chirping on our first morning.” 

His family especially loves the 
walkability: The kids’ school, Escondido 
Elementary school, is a 10-minute walk. 
They also walk to restaurants, grocery 
stores, the dry cleaners, post office, bike 
store, two Starbucks and the California 
Avenue Farmers Market. “Every Sunday 
morning, we take the kids to pick out their 
favorite fruits, veggies and goodies.”

Some residents were unhappy when 
that quiet Redlefsen loves faded a few 
years ago; they were glad when the quiet 
reappeared in January with the departure 
of a very famous neighbor. This meant no 
more trucks delivering to the cafeteria at 5 
a.m. or shuttle buses bringing employees 
the rest of the day, said Anne Schmitt, 
who’s lived there since 1987. 

“They’re gone and we love it,” she said.
Not everyone was totally unhappy with 

Facebook. A resident since 1986, Robyn 
Duby, enjoyed some of the activity the 
company brought to the area. “It was 
mostly fun to see the young professionals 
pour in throughout the day,” she said.

“My favorite sighting was of a 
handsome, professionally dressed man in 
his late 20s/early 30s rolling casually by 
on a longboard with his upscale computer 
satchel slung over his back. There were 
multiple visits from media, which spiced 
up the morning when I was out walking my 
dog, and of course how incredible it was 
when President Obama and his motorcade 
paraded down our humble neighborhood 
streets!

“It is nice to have our quieter street back 
again, but I do miss some of the fuss and 
bother of our former neighbor.”

Over the years Schmitt has seen a lot 
of changes in the neighborhood unrelated 
to local industry. The kids are growing 
up and so the number of young families 
out and about has gone down, she said. 
Post-graduate students at Stanford move in 
with their families and often participate in 
neighborhood activities, even if they’ll only 
live there for a few years, and that adds 
some nice diversity, she says.

But there’s still a core of active neighbors 
who have formed two book groups and a 
sewing club. They’ve started an on-line 
neighborhood via the website nextdoor.
com. It’s a custom site only accessible 
by people who live in the neighborhood 

and provides a forum for advice on local 
professionals and exchange or loan of items 
like garden supplies. If someone can’t find 
their cat, they post to nextdoor.com.

There’s also a “Green Team,” of which 
Schmitt is a member. They use the website 
to post tips about energy savings and green 
living. 

— Kathy Schrenk

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: College 
Terrace Children’s Center, 2300 Wellesley 
Ave.; Bing Nursery School, 850 Escondido 
Road; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido 
Road; Pepper Tree After School Program, 865 
Escondido Road
FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St., and 
No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the Stanford campus
LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.
LOCATION: bounded by Stanford Avenue, El 
Camino Real, California Avenue and Amherst 
Street
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: College 
Terrace Residents’ Association, www.ctra.org
PARKS: Donaldina Cameron Park, 2100 
Wellesley St.; Mayfield Park, 2300 Wellesley 
St.; Weisshaar Park, 2298 Dartmouth St.; Werry 
Park, 2100 Dartmouth St.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING: California Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,627,500 
($850,000-$2,850,000)
HOMES SOLD: 12
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $830,000  
CONDOS SOLD: 1

COLLEGE TERRACE
Veronica W

eber



C O L L E E N  F O R A K E R

Colleen Foraker
650-380-0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com

COLLEENFORAKER.COM

DRE #: 01349099

ATHERTON  LOS ALTOS  MENLO PARK  PALO ALTO  PORTOLA VALLEY  WOODSIDE

Delivers outstanding results to clients 
who expect the highest quality of service:

FOR SELLERS 
Manages thorough preparation of listings 
with excellent network of service providers

Conducts careful assessment of 
comparables for market pricing

Executes a tailored marketing plan whether 
the property is on or off market 

FOR BUYERS
Souces properties that align with client needs

Reviews disclosure packages with a keen 
eye to identify risks / opportunities

Assesses competitive landscape, then 
structures offer to client’s advantage

FOR SELLERS & BUYERS
Provides highly effective professional 
representation focused on strategic advice 
and skilled negotiation
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During the dot-com boom, Midtown 
resident Sylvia Gartner went to 
a city council meeting, waved 

a paper bag and said, “If I can’t put 
something in a bag and take it home, it’s 
not retail.”

Her gesture was part of the Midtown 
Residents Association (MRA)’s effort 
to prevent the shopping area from being 
filled with computer startups or dot-com 
businesses. Gartner said that those didn’t 
help the area, and the MRA wanted the 
shopping center to be “neighborhood-
serving,” Gartner said.  

This focus on residential life is key to 
the culture of Midtown, which extends 
from Oregon Expressway to Loma Verde 
Avenue and Alma Street to West Bayshore 
Road. 

Just ask the residents. Kerry Kenny 
moved to Midtown as a child in 1983 
and lived there until college. As an adult 
with her own children, she moved back in 
2005.

“We love being able to walk to get a 
great cup of coffee in the morning, ice 
cream in the evening, but also have the 
serenity of the quiet streets and lovely 
parks in the neighborhood,” she said. 

The Midtown Residents Association has 
focused on preserving the neighborhood 
feel that sets the area apart. Gartner was 
among the founding members in 1994.

“We were all concerned about how 
Midtown was starting to look really 

ragged with businesses closed in the 
shopping district and boarded windows. 
So we all met at what is now Mike’s 
Cafe and agreed that we needed to form 
an association to see what we could 
do to prevent the deterioration of our 
neighborhood,” she said. 

In addition to successfully asking the 
city council to keep the shopping district 
strictly commercial, members hold 
monthly meetings and block parties and 
threw their 15th annual ice cream social in 
September.

“Things keep coming and going. Now 
we have a couple karate studios and 
exercise places and sandwich places. I 
remember when there was Bergman’s 
department store. I really miss it,” Gartner 
said.

Kenny said the home renovations 
are an improvement, calling the mix of 
new homes and Eichlers “eclectic” and 
praising the expanded shopping center. 

Jill Matzke, who moved to Midtown 
in 1995, said the development makes the 
area more attractive for new residents and 
loves the local Hoover, Greer and Mitchell 
parks. 

“There’s such a sense of safety, and 
we’re a true residential neighborhood with 
a vibrant community. The neighborhood 
is full of life with children and the next 
generation moving in,” Matzke said. 

— Angela Chen

MIDTOWN FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Grace 
Lutheran Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.; 
Love’n’Care Christian Preschool, 2490 Middle-
field Road; Mini Infant Center of Palo Alto, 
3149 Waverley St.; Ohlone Kids’ Club (PACCC), 
950 Amarillo Ave.; Palo Alto Friends Nursery 
School, 957 Colorado Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road 
LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway and 
Loma Verde Avenue, Alma Street and West 
Bayshore Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Sheri Fur-
man, 650-856-0869, sheri11@earthlink.net, 
www.midtownresidents.org
PARKS: Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.; 
Hoover Park, 2901 Cowper St.; Seale Park, 
3100 Stockton Place
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.; Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 
Middlefield Road; HeadsUp! Emerson School, 
2800 W. Bayshore Road; The Girls’ Middle 
School, 3400 W. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo, Fairmeadow, 
Hoover, Ohlone and Palo Verde elementary 
schools; J. L. Stanford Middle School; Gunn or 
Palo Alto high schools 
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, 
Middlefield Road and Colorado Avenue; also 
Middlefield Road at Loma Verde Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,525,000 
($870,000-$3,300,000)
HOMES SOLD: 65
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $715,000 
($355,000-$1,111,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 11

Veronica W
eber
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Tim Foy
Broker

Sherry
Realtor

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Leslie Zeisler
Realtor ®, SRES, 
AHS

Joann Weber
Offi ce Manager/
Property Manager

SungHee 
Clemenson
Realtor

Yamei Lee
Realtor

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Your Neighborhood Midtown Realty Team

Midtown Realty, Inc. 
Real Results, Real Estate

Tom Foy
Owner 

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

For more than 50 years Midtown Realty has 
been assisting its neighbors and friends with 
one of the most important purchases in their 
life...their home!

Year after year people trust us to help with their 

can count on us for all your real estate needs. 
Give us a call today. 
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/smartenergy

When it comes to energy  
efficiency, I dive right in! 

My love of research diving and underwater 
exploration reminds me that there are many 

different ways of looking at things. And when 
I see how efficient marine ecosystems are, it 

motivates me to help customers make  
their homes efficient, too.

I am always available to talk about your specific 
home energy needs, research your efficiency 

questions and show how our programs and 
rebates can work for you. My training in 

lighting, construction, retrofits, appliances, 
remodels, and certification as a Green  

Building Professional helps me find the best, 
high-quality, cost-effective home upgrades  

to make your home both sustainable  
and more comfortable.

Looking to get your feet wet by  
trying out some new and different  

ways to save energy? Take the  
plunge and call (650) 329-2241.

—Lacey Lutes
City of Palo Alto Utilities
Account Representative
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PALO ALTO
505 HAMILTON AVENUE, SUITE 100

650.454.8500

MENLO PARK
707 MENLO AVENUE, SUITE 100

650.454.8520

VISION  ◆ INNOVATION  ◆  EXPERTISE

Keller Williams received the highest numerical score among full service real estate fi rms for home buyers and home sellers in the proprietary J.D. Power 
and Associates 2012 Home Buyer/Seller StudySM. Study based on 2,994 total evaluations measuring fi ve fi rms and measures opinions of individuals who 
bought or sold a home between March 2011 and April 2012. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed 
March-May 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com

( “Highest Overall 

Satisfaction For 

Home Buyers and 

Home Sellers Among 

National Full Service 

Real Estate Firms”)
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In 1948, Joseph Eichler sought to build 
modern middle-class houses for the 
massive post-World War II rush to 

suburbia. The result was the now-iconic 
Eichler, a small one-story structure with 
large plate-glass windows that faced 
outwards towards the garden. 

In the Palo Verde neighborhood, these 
crown jewels of 1950s architecture still 
dominate the landscape mingled among 
recent renovations, new homes and tall trees.

Located between Loma Verde Avenue 
and East Meadow Drive, the Palo Verde 
neighborhood is tied to the community 
centers of Palo Verde Elementary School, 
the Eichler Swim and Tennis Club and the 
Ross Road YMCA.

Allen Smoll, a resident of Palo Verde 
since 1962, raised his family in the 
neighborhood and his children attended Palo 
Verde Elementary. He thinks, because of the 
local elementary school, the neighborhood 
is very accessible to young families. This 
has become truer in the recent years as 

more young families have settled in the 
neighborhood.

“Schools are good and there are lots of 
playgrounds,” Smoll said.

Another Palo Verde resident Rinah 
Mullens, who moved to the neighborhood 
with her family in 1979, agrees with Smoll.

Now that her children have moved out, 
she is still glad to have the elementary 
school nearby.

“We like to hear the kids play at recess. ... 
It makes us happy,” she said.

Also prominent in the Palo Verde 
community is the Eichler Swim and 
Tennis Club. With its multiple courts, large 
swimming pool and distinctive Eichler 
architecture, it is a draw for young families 
with children.

As for the neighborhood as a whole, it 
remains one with an active social scene.

“We have a block party,” Mullens said. 
“Our cul-de-sac is neighborhood-y,” she 
added.

— Aaron Guggenheim

As Adobe Creek babbles its last few 
miles from Black Mountain to the San 
Francisco Bay, it crosses under the 

Louis Road Bridge, the only span connecting 
Palo Alto’s close-knit neighborhoods Adobe 
Meadow and Meadow Park. 

The slow pace of the stream is echoed by 
the slowed down lifestyle the neighborhoods 
offer residents in the midst of the hubbub of 
the Peninsula. Between East Meadow Drive 
and Charleston Road east of Middlefield 
Road, things move a little more peacefully. 

Patricia Prochaska and Gregory Klein were 
drawn to Adobe Meadow for its proximity to 
the International School of the Peninsula.

“Both kids (age 9 and 5) bike 1.25 miles to 
school,” Prochaska said. “I almost wish we 
weren’t so committed to bilingual education 
because the schools are so good,” she added.

And walk or bike four blocks in any 
direction and there’s a park, she said.

But even more than the convenient location 
is the neighborliness of the residents.

Even though the children don’t attend the 
neighborhood school, there’s a pack of five 
kids on the block that her son can play with.

“It’s a very warm, community feel,” she 
added.

Upon crossing Adobe Creek into Meadow 
Park, one may not at first realize that this is 

a new neighborhood. Similar 1950s Brown 
and Kauffman homes adorn the streets, with 
a smattering of Eichler developments that 
also adhere to the one-story motif of the 
neighborhood. 

Every Labor Day, the residents empty 
out of their homes and gather at 4.4-acre 
Ramos Park for the annual Adobe Meadow 
neighborhood block party. The event has 
evolved into a day of festivities encompassing 
the entire neighborhood, and allowing the 
residents to elect neighborhood association 
chairs. 

Meadow Park Neighborhood Association 
President Cathy Swan moved to the 
neighborhood in 1964, and over the past 
48 years has watched the former farmland 
develop. 

Schools and parks within walking distance 
allow residents to thwart traffic. These local 
amenities have kept Swan happily in the area 
for almost five decades. 

“There are a lot of really nice things that 
are close,” Swan said. “We are within walking 
distance of the library, the grocery store and 
within walking distance of catching the bus. 
There are lots of things to do and lots of 
things to participate in.” 

— Dean McArdle and Carol Blitzer

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Verde 
Kids’ Club, 3450 Louis Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: between Loma Verde Avenue 
and East Meadow Drive, Middlefield and West 
Bayshore roads
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Verde 
Residents Association, Boris Foelsch, borisfoel-
sch@gmail.com, http://pvra.jot.com/WikiHome
PARKS (nearby): Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 
E. Meadow Drive; Henry W. Seale Park, 3100 
Stockton Place
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: The Girls’ Middle School, 
3400 W. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Palo Verde Elementary 
School, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High 
School
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, 
Middlefield Road and Colorado Avenue; also 
Middlefield Road at Loma Verde Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,600,000 
($1,150,000-$2,255,000)
HOMES SOLD: 23

PALO VERDE

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 East Meadow 
Drive; Sunshine Preschool Montessori, 3711 
Ross Road 
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: bounded by East Meadow Drive, 
Fabian Way, Montrose Avenue, Middlefield 
Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Meadow 
Park Residents Association, Cathy Swan, 
president, 650-494-2892, swan.cathy@gmail.
com, www.meadowpark.us; Adobe Meadow 
Neighborhood Association, Ken Allen, presi-
dent, info@adobemeadow.org
PARKS: Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 East 
Meadow Drive; Mitchell Park, 650 East 
Meadow Drive 
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 East Bayshore 
Road
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary 
School, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Henry M. 
Gunn High School
SHOPPING: Charleston Center, Midtown 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,450,000 
($1,215,000-$2,750,000) 
HOMES SOLD: 10
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $908,888 
($409,500-$1,216,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 17

ADOBE MEADOW/MEADOW PARK



COMING SOON

(650) 450-1912
kathleenpasin@serenogroup.com 
www.kathleenpasin.com 
DRE # 01396779

Experience, integrity, results!

SOLD BY KATHLEEN IN 2012:

* Represented Buyer

2012 has been one of the most 
robust markets in more than a 
decade.  You need an experienced 
again who understands the market 
to accomplish your real estate 
goals. Kathleen is a Palo Alto native 
and has been successfully helping 
buyers and sellers in Palo Alto and 
the surrounding communities for 
over 10 years. 

1032 College Ave. Palo Alto  (Sold Off Market)
2032 Greer Rd, Palo Alto (Sold Off Market)*
460 Pepper Dr, Palo Alto
2669 Greer Rd, Palo Alto
153 S California Ave F203, Palo Alto*
4250 Pomona, Palo Alto*

702 Garland Dr, Palo Alto*
742 Loma Verde, Palo Alto*
157 S California Ave H100, Palo Alto*
2140 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park*
10 Trudy Ln, Menlo Park*
10440 Miller Ave, Cupertino*
372 Velarde St, Mtn View*
530 Shelby Ln, Los Altos*
111 El Porton, Los Gatos*
1602 Alameda de Las Pulgas, Redwood City
928 Wright Ave #1203, Mtn View*
255 S. Rengstorff #75, Mountain View

Professional service with a personal touch.

13373 La Cresta Dr, LAH 
- LA Hills with PA schools
- 4 BR, 2.5 BA 

- Updated kitchen

with views from every room
- 3,371+/- sf of living space
- 48,351+/- sf lot

N
EIG

H
BO

RH
O

O
D

S 

39



 N
EI

G
H

BO
RH

O
O

D
S

40

The days of summer ice-cream socials 
held to welcome new neighbors, spring 
gatherings in the park and winter parades 

complete with marching band and donkeys, 
have gone by the wayside — unless you live 
in the community of Barron Park.

Unlike most Silicon Valley neighborhoods 
Barron Park hastens back to the era of a 
simpler time, where family and community 
were rooted in the hearts and minds of its 
residents.  

“The rural area atmosphere, wide 
variety of houses and great school district” 
top the list of reasons Ken Tani, former 
executive board member of the Barron 
Park Association (BPA), chose to call this 
community home. But the reason he remains 
is “the multi-cultural caliber of residents.” 

Barron Park’s history dates back to 1925 
when it was laid out as a 62-lot Santa Clara 
County subdivision by Colonel Sebastian 
Jones, along El Camino Real, La Selva 
Drive and Barron Avenue. Between the 
1920s and ‘30s agriculture was its mainstay. 
Fruit orchards could be seen from El Cerrito 
to Encina Grande Park, and on the land 
where Gunn High School is located, dairy 
cattle grazed.

A relative newcomer to Barron Park, since 
2008, is Francoise Lang. “It has a secluded, 
country feel,” Francoise said, mentioning the 
main attraction for the Langs. 

Equally attractive was the ease of 
commuting. The Langs’ children, and 
husband Burt, bike to school and work. 
According to Francoise, it will be “quite 
some time” before the family considers 

moving anyplace else.
Gary Breitbard, a resident since 1972, 

was attracted to “the rural character and 
its cultural surroundings — walking on 
our streets and biking to nearby Stanford 
University and our various downtowns.”

He feels the BPA has been successful in 
projecting a very strong voice in the city 
of Palo Alto regarding maintaining that 
character since the 1975 incorporation of 
Barron Park into Palo Alto. 

Not only the character of the 
neighborhood, but “the people, and the 
parks” are important to him. 

Bol Park on Laguna Avenue is where 
residents gather each spring to celebrate 
May Fete, an annual event based on long-
ago May Day celebrations. The Fete even 
includes a large May pole, built by longtime 
resident, Paul Edwards.

Breitbard not only attends this yearly 
gathering, he participates in it by organizing 
musicians to perform, along with himself, 
“A lot of the community looks forward to it,” 
he said. “It’s our main event.”

The natural beauty of the park brought 
with it possible hazards. “Barron Park 
was plagued by many years with flooding, 
but has recently been removed from the 
100-year flood-zone map,” making flood 
insurance optional rather than required for 
mortgages, Barron Park historian, Doug 
Graham, said. 

Initiated in the 1980s and successfully 
executed in the 1990s by the BPA, the 
Flood Control Project provided safety from 
flooding to Barron Park homes and residents 

while maintaining the creek’s natural 
appearances. 

“It’s the country look that makes it stand 
out from the rest of Palo Alto,” said Sandee 
Pellizzari, a fourth-generation resident of 
Barron Park. She smiles and adds, “and the 
donkeys.” 

Visitors as far away as Washington have 
come in search of the donkeys in Bol Park. 

The donkey pasture has 
been a staple of the park 
since 1965 when Josina 
Bol incorporated its 
continuation into the sale 
of the Bol family property 
to the county. A special 
district was created to tax 
Barron Park residents for 
five years to cover the 
purchase price and cost of 
improvement — ultimately 
Cornelis Bol Park. 

The BPA has remained 
true to its promise. Perry 
and Niner, the resident 
donkeys, are there to 
stay, as are the majority 
of the residents of this 
community.

— Kimberly Ewertz

BARRON PARK FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Barron 
Park Children’s Center, 800 Barron Ave.; Barron 
Park Preschool, 3650 La Donna Ave.; Barron 
Park Kids’ Club, 800 Barron Ave.; Juana Briones 
Kids’ Club, 4100 Orme St.
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 
Wellesley St.; Mitchell Park branch, 3700 
Middlefield Road
LOCATION: roughly between Chimalus and 
Maybell avenues, El Camino Real and Gunn 
High School fields
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Lynnie 
Melena, president, 650-493-2135, president@
bpaonline.org, www.bpaonline.org
PARKS: Bol Park, Laguna Avenue between 
Barron and Matadero avenues; Juana Briones 
Park, 609 Maybell Ave.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park and Juana 
Briones elementary schools, Terman Middle 
School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: Alma Plaza, San Antonio Shop-
ping Center, California Avenue 
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,823,500 
($934,000-$4,300,000)
HOMES SOLD: 40 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $915,000 
($368,000-$1,120,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 9

V
ivian W

ong
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FAIRMEADOW

CHARLESTON MEADOWS

Carlson Circle’s quiet on a sunny 
day is punctuated by the gentle 
sound of children playing 

and the notes of a saxophone in the 
far-off distance. Spacious streets and 
protected niches are attributes that render 
Fairmeadow attractive to families with 
young children.

Resident Kathryn Macqueen finds the 
circular streets of Fairmeadow, such as 
Carlson Circle with its little thoroughfare 
traffic, safe for her busy boys to run 
around in and play.

“People say the circular streets are 
confusing, but it’s great because it cuts 
traffic since people are afraid to drive 
through here,” Macqueen said, accurately 
perceiving the reasoning behind Joseph 
Eichler’s early 1950s design of concentric 
streets. 

“Fairmeadow is especially family-
friendly,” Len Filppu, lead organizer of the 
Fairmeadow Neighborhood Association, 
said. 

“The new library, Little League ball 
park, YMCA and several schools are all 
conveniently located nearby,” he said.

The children’s play area in Mitchell 
Park is frequented by Fairmeadow 
residents Erland Patterson and his son and 
two daughters. The park boasts bountiful 
green spaces, Patterson said, with picnic 
areas and music concerts during the 
summer. 

There is plenty to keep one occupied in 
Fairmeadow, which was what Macqueen 
imagined would be in short supply when 
she first moved to the area in June 2010.

Meeting her neighbors has also been 
easy. Macqueen’s family was heartily 
welcomed by the residents of Fairmeadow 
at their annual block party on Ramona 
Circle.

“An old timer once told me a few years 
ago that she has not seen so many children 
in Fairmeadow since the baby boom after 
World War II,” Filppu said.

— Zohra Ashpari

John Hofer picked his Palo Alto 
neighborhood based on its access to 
the school system when he moved his 

family to Charleston Meadows in 1987. 
Over the years, Hofer, a former president 
of the community association, decided 
that it was the residents that made the 
neighborhood feel like home.

“I grew up in Menlo Park when it 
really had a small-town atmosphere. This 
neighborhood has that same feeling, along 
with a diverse population and age,” Hofer 
said.

The tree-lined streets, parks and 
ubiquitous single-story wood-frame homes 
of Charleston Meadows attract families 
with children.

“When my son was younger, he would 
often go off to the Robles Park with his 
friends, feeling very independent and 
unsupervised. Little did he know that we 
were, of course, peeking around watching 
after him. This is a pretty safe, intimate 
neighborhood,” he said.

The neighborhood association holds 
community-building events at least once 
annually, to bring residents together and 
to raise their awareness about the current 
challenges affecting Charleston Meadows, 

most recently meeting at Robles Park for 
the annual elections.

“Usually, our event coincides with our 
annual association meeting, but we’ve also 
had block parties, ice cream socials and 
informational gatherings to bring residents 
up to speed on city-wide or neighborhood 
issues,” Hofer said.

“Often neighbors will gift each other 
fruit from their gardens or eggs from their 
chickens,” said Sara Armstrong. “I’ll 
come home and there’ll be a little bag of 
apricots or some citrus fruit. People all 
around do that.”

At Halloween longtime residents went 
trick-or-treating with new neighbors, 
introducing them and welcoming them to 
the neighborhood, she added.

With new families coming in and 
Robles Park revived by the sounds of 
children playing, Charleston Meadows 
has undergone a Renaissance, retired 
schoolteacher Merry Edwardson, who 
in 1955 moved with her family into an 
Eichler by the park, said.

“We have a lot more younger families 
moving in, which is refreshing for people 
of my vintage. We’ve more than welcomed 
them with open arms and hope that they 

make the neighborhood a home as much as 
we have,” she said. 

— Sarah Trauben

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Growing 
Tree Preschool, 450 W. Charleston Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road; 
No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: bounded by West Meadow Drive, 
Alma Street, Adobe Creek and El Camino Real 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Ellen 
Hartog, elh109@sbcglobal.net, www.charles-
tonmeadows.org
PARKS: Don Secundino Robles Park, 4116 
Park Blvd.; Monroe Mini Park (nearby), Monroe 
Drive and Miller Avenue
POST OFFICE: Alma Shoe Repair (for sending 
only, no receiving) 3666b EL Camino Real; 
Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High 
School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, 
Piazza’s Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,299,375 
($950,000-$2,500,000)
HOMES SOLD: 10
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $1,033,000 
($600,000-$1,521,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 12

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Besse Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow 
Drive; Ellen Thacher Children’s Center, 505 
E. Charleston Road; Hoover Kids’ Club; 445 
E. Charleston Road; Palo Alto Infant Toddler 
Center, 4111 Alma St.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road 
LOCATION: bordered by East Charleston 
Road, East Meadow Drive, Alma Street and 
Mitchell Park
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Len 
Filppu, lead organizer, 650-857-1031
PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow and Hoover 
elementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle 
School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING (nearby): Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,450,000 
($1,110,000-$1,545,000)
HOMES SOLD: 11
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To provide her clients with multidimensional support in their real estate needs,  Lynn
weaves together threads of valuable experience acquired before joining Alain Pinel
Realtors in 2007. She combines:

a decade of real estate investment knowledge using 1031 exchanges to buy 
and sell shopping centers and office buildings 

an extensive marketing background (as VP/Marketing)

an ability to oversee large scale renovations, and  to cultivate effective 
relationships with city planning (as owner of a Palo Alto hotel)

a detailed knowledge of the area (as a long time Mid-Peninsula resident)

an entrepreneurial approach to real estate that provides an alternative choice 
for both buyers and sellers 

“Empathy, Creativity and Experience for your Real Estate needs”
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an entrepreneurial approach to real estate that provides an alternative choice 
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“Empathy, Creativity and Experience for your Real Estate needs”

Partial List of Sales for 2012

3121 Harker Avenue, Palo Alto
2360 Emerson Street, Palo Alto

1254 Nightingale Court, Los Altos
24151 Young Court, Los Altos
48 Gresham Avenue, Atherton

245 Cervantes Road, Portola Valley
855 Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park

680 Kings Mountain, Woodside
131 Sherland Avenue, Mountain View
1842 Hackett Avenue, Mountain View

112 Johnson Hollow, Los Gatos
1788 Carlton Court , Redwood City

1370 Sydney Drive, Sunnyvale
420 Henry Cowell Drive, Santa Cruz
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VENTURA

MONROE PARK

The Ventura neighborhood is its own diverse 
community, and not just ethnically. With 
kids riding along the bike path, houses of 

individual styles and different families on every 
street, Ventura is unlike any other area in Palo 
Alto. 

“It makes it seem like a real place, other 
than the rest of Palo Alto,” Kirsten Flynn said, 
adding that the richer side of Palo Alto is mainly 
highlighted for business and jobs, and not 
family or community. 

Architecture in Ventura ranges from 
Spanish and English Revival to simple cottage. 
Recent renovations in the past couple of years 
contribute to the odd mixture of vintage versus 
newly designed homes. 

Kirsten and Frank Flynn, along with their 
three kids, have lived on Matadero Avenue for 
20 years now, in a pale yellow, one-story and 
a half, English-Revival Cottage-inspired home 
from the 1930s. In 1991, they decided to buy 
their home in Ventura to be close to family. 
Surrounded by relatives who live nearby, they 
emphasized that moving to Palo Alto was not 
for “business or jobs, but for family.” 

Kirsten Flynn said that it’s a great 
neighborhood because they throw a block party 
every year — “every year since 15 to 17 years,” 

she added. 
Also, Flynn said she likes the diversity 

of people and careers. Adding that “the less 
affordable the neighborhood gets, the less 
diversity we have. Not just ethnically, but socio-
economically as well.”

Another benefit to living in Ventura is the 
convenience of the new bike boulevard, a bike-
commuting route running along Park Boulevard. 

“That’s why you see so many people riding 
bikes,” Flynn said. “But that’s not why we 
bought the house, just a plus,” she added 
jokingly. 

In 1986, Guy Matthews bought his house 
on Park Boulevard also in the Ventura 
neighborhood. As a single parent with a 4-year-
old daughter, he said it was the only house he 
could afford at the time. 

Although Matthews chose to move to 
Ventura because of the affordable prices, he said 
at the time, the neighborhood was very diverse 
and still is. “There’s quite a mixture of people 
getting along, partying together, raising kids 
together,” he added.  

Matthews also said Ventura is an interesting 
area to roam. “It’s residential, but multi-family. 
But parts of it are also commercial,” he added. 

— Cristina Wong

When Bill and Hollie Halpin decided 
to leave their home in San Jose for 
Palo Alto, they searched meticulously 

for a community where they could settle 
down permanently and raise their three young 
children. After scouting local neighborhoods, 
interviewing residents, and looking at school 
statistics, they settled on Monroe Park.

“We wanted a place where the kids could 
play and meet neighbors, and Monroe circle 
is perfect for that,” Hollie Halpin said. “The 
goal was to get into a neighborhood, a school 
district, a community, and bring the kids all the 
way through.”

Having moved into their two-story, four-
bedroom home in 2010, the Halpins already 
feel part of the community.

The park itself, a small, gently sloping plot 
marked by a swing-set and a pair of benches, 
serves as a centerpiece for the neighborhood 
and is the popular destination of many a late-
afternoon and evening stroll. The Halpins, who 
live nearby, have taken to going there often, 
encountering and chatting with neighbors.

A resident since 1974, Linnea Wickstrom 
calls Monroe Park “a border state.” She 

estimates that approximately 250 houses 
occupy Monroe Park, with 110 on the Palo 
Alto side. Small lots typically go for $800,000 
to $900,000, while bigger houses often sell for 
$1.6 million to $1.8 million, said Wickstrom, 
who is president of the local homeowners’ 
association.

A stroll around the Monroe Drive loop 
reveals quaint bungalows nestled beside 
towering two-story Mission-style homes, in 
a subdued, earthy palette of greens, browns, 
beiges and teals. Small details, like wood-
paneled garage doors, bright window frames 
and rustic roof shingles, lend each home a 
distinct and quietly surprising air.

Nancy and Randy Popp moved to the 
neighborhood from Mountain View in 1994, 
expecting to only stay for five years — but 
the neighborhood charmed them, the couple 
said. They decided to stay and raise their three 
young children in Monroe Park.

“The neighborhood’s great, people are 
friendly,” said Randy, adding, “The park is a 
really good neighbor. ... It’s a catalyst for social 
interaction.”

— Aimee Miles

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Children’s Corner, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos; 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San 
Antonio Road, Palo Alto; Growing Tree Montes-
sori Preschool, 450 W. Charleston Road, Palo 
Alto  
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION:  bounded by Adobe Creek, El 
Camino Real and Mountain View borders (near 
Silva Avenue)
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Monroe 
Park Neighborhood Association, Linnea Wick-
strom, president, flrpowr@sbcglobal.net
PARKS: Monroe Mini Park, Monroe Drive and 
Miller Avenue
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Los Altos School District 
— Santa Rita School, Egan Junior High School; 
Mtn. View-Los Altos Union High School District 
— Los Altos High School 
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,350,000 
($1,251,000-$1,380,000)
HOMES SOLD: 3 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $613.767 
($460,000-$749,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 4

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Country 
Day Little School, 3990 Ventura Court; Heffa-
lump Cooperative Nursery, 3990 Ventura Court; 
Leaping Lizards Nature Awareness Preschool, 
650-858-0355, www.leapinglizardspreschool.
com; Sojourner Truth Child Development 
Center, 3990 Ventura Court
FIRE STATION: No. 5 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle 
field Road
LOCATION: bounded by Oregon Expressway, 
Alma Street, West Meadow Drive and El 
Camino Real
PARK: Boulware Park, 410 Fernando Ave.; Ven-
tura Community Center, 3990 Ventura Court
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High 
School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPPING: California Avenue, Charleston 
Center, El Camino Real
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $975,000 
($760,000-$2,300,000)
HOMES SOLD: 14 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $605,500 
($528,000-$683,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 2
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650.465.1651
mhall@apr.com

www.MichaelHallHomes.com
LIC. # 01133676

MICHAEL HALL

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  

MICHAEL HALL 
HOMES

“Professional standards of practice, hard work and a sense of humor are 
essential to a successful real estate transaction.  I offer my enthusiasm and 
commitment to the needs of my clients, throughout the process of buying or 

selling a home.”

CALL MICHAEL HALL TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY 
MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME!

anyone else.” 
- Cynthia Ringo, Menlo Park

“Michael is responsive and knowledgeable, thoughtful and attentive to detail…and 
he has excellent judgment.”
- Martha Angell, Palo Alto

CELEBRATING

OF SUCCESS
 20 YEARS 

Realtor ®
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/emergencywater
(650) 566–4501

It’s a score when I can 
improve emergency water  
supplies while preserving 

a park for families.
Every time I play with my kids, I am 

reminded how valuable it will be to have 
beautiful El Camino Park preserved after 

we finish building our much-needed 
emergency water reservoir underneath it.

Improving the entire emergency  
water supply and storage system for  

the benefit of future generations is by 
far my proudest achievement.

Check out our latest video on  
the reservoir project and  

learn about our entire 
emergency water system at  

CityofPaloAlto.org/
EmergencyWater

—Romel Antonio, P.E.
Senior Utilities Engineer, 

Water-Gas-Wastewater Division 
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Making  
The Difference  
For You...

■  Extensive Neighborhood Knowledge
■  Creative, Resourceful, Connected
■ Exceptional Service
■  Dedicated Advocate
■  Trusted Partner

650.201.1010
Dan.Ziony@CBNorCal.com
CA DRE #01380339

www.DanZiony.com

Dan Ziony
Serving buyers and sellers in Palo Alto, Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley, Woodside,  
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and other Peninsula 
communities for more than a decade
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CHARLESTON GARDENS

THE GREENHOUSE

When Jone Manoogian and her 
fiancé walked through an Eichler 
in a cul-de-sac in Charleston 

Gardens, they knew their search had 
come to an end. “This’ll be a great starter 
house,” she thought. That was 1956. More 
than a half-century later, the Manoogians 
have yet to find reason to leave.

“We still love it,” she said. “We’ll stay 
here until they kick us out.” Initially drawn 
in by the mid-century modern architecture, 
which still seems up-to-date, she cited 
the close-knit feel and the proximity to 
schools, shopping and Highway 101 as 
factors that have made Charleston Gardens 
an ideal home. Her sentiments about the 
neighborhood are not unusual.

“It’s sort of like a little secret, which 
is nice,” Eileen Brooks said. The small 
neighborhood, which is bounded by 
three busy streets — East Charleston, 
Middlefield and San Antonio roads — 
enjoys a surprising degree of seclusion, 
and almost no traffic. Residents value the 
quiet, small-town feel, while remaining 
within walking distance of major shopping 
and community centers.

Charleston Gardens was first named 

and developed in 1951, but during 
building, the initial developer, Williams 
& Burroughs, went bankrupt and sold 
its available sites to Joseph Eichler. As a 
result, homes of multiple styles may be 
seen interspersed with one another. The 
neighborhood was absorbed into a nearby 
Eichler development called Charleston 
Terrace for a time before eventually 
reverting back to its original identity of 
Charleston Gardens.

Today, the neighborhood owes its 
cohesion to two factors: natural boundaries 
in the form of busy streets, and the efforts of 
partners George Browning and Jean Wilcox. 
After moving to the neighborhood in 1985, 
Wilcox began working to organize residents 
into a single recognized body, an idea that 
took off when the first annual Charleston 
Gardens block party was held about a 
decade later. 

Now, under the auspices of Browning, the 
community’s efforts center on emergency 
preparedness. The two developed an email 
tree, through which they relay news and 
information of neighborhood interest. 

— Jeff Carr

The Greenhouse and The Greenhouse II, 
two adjoining condominium complexes 
off shady, tree-lined San Antonio Road, 

offer residents the greenery and amenities 
of Palo Alto at a cost affordable for young 
families and active seniors.

The original complex of brown and 
green three-story condominiums at 777 
San Antonio Road was developed by the 
Alpha Land Company in 1975, with another, 
popularly known as The Greenhouse II, built 
on adjoining land at 765 San Antonio Road 
in 1978. The developer named the complexes 
not for the greenery that it now boasts but for 
the greenhouses that dotted the property when 
it was owned by Bell Nurseries. 

Nonetheless, a great deal of space on the 
15-acre site was set aside for landscaping, 
and today, manicured lawns and mature olive 
and juniper deciduous trees line the complex 
walkways. 

“We’re not like the new complexes going 
up. We have a lot of open space,” said Nancy 
Martin, who moved with her 2-year old son 
to the complex in 1976. Originally attracted 

to the possibility of easy access to babysitters, 
Martin watched as the housing market 
boomed and decided to make the complex a 
more permanent home. 

Many residents have placed flowerpots 
and planters in their windows, supplementing 
already ample greenery. The complex 
grounds provide condominium residents with 
a green, expansive sense of space without 
the maintenance obligations that come with 
traditional homeownership. 

“We’re a very well-run condominium 
community with well-taken-care-of, beautiful 
grounds,” Martin said.

The complexes are connected by a path and 
offer a par course and pool for fitness-minded 
residents, as well as a clubhouse available for 
rent. 

“It’s an extension of the living room,” 
Pat Wegner, a resident since 1979 and the 
clubhouse manager, said.

The community is home to a variety 
of demographics, with around 40 percent 
retirees and 60 percent young families. 
Although the number of renters has increased 

over the years, the complex still houses more 
than 70 percent resident-owners, said Janet 
Kahle, a resident since 1975 and a mainstay 
on the board of Greenhouse I.

“We have a tidy, congenial neighborhood,” 
Wegner said. 

— Sarah Trauben

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield 
Road, Bldg. T-1
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Greenhouse Homeowners Association, Ralph 
Cahn, treasurer, 650-858-1012; The Compass 
Management Group Inc., 650-563-9900
PARK (nearby): Mitchell Park, 600 East 
Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, 
J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, 
Charleston Plaza, Costco Warehouse
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $570,000 
($520,000-$625,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 9

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield 
Road, T-1; Good Neighbor Montessori, 4000 
Middlefield Road, K4; Young Fives and Pre-
School Family, 4120 Middlefield Road; T’enna 
Preschool (OFJCC), 3921 Fabian Way  
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, 
East Charleston Road, Montrose Avenue, 
Sutherland Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  George 
Browning, gbrowning33@sbcglobal.net
PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.; Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day 
School, 450 San Antonio Road; Kehillah Jewish 
High School, 3900 Fabian Way; Palo Alto Prep 
School, 4000 Middlefield Road, H2
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow or Hoover el-
ementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle School, 
Gunn High School
SHOPPING: Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,320,000 
($1,150,000-$1,428,888)
HOMES SOLD: 5
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Dartmouth Ave., San Carlos

Cascade Dr., Sunnyvale

Dot Ave., Campbell

America Ave., Sunnyvale

Corvallis Dr., San Jose

Middlefi eld Rd., Menlo Park

Rengstorff Ave., Mountain View

Carlton Ave., Menlo Park

Spring St., Redwood City 

Mercedes Ave., Los Altos

ROD 
CREASON

BROKER 
ASSOCIATE, e-PRO
Cell: 650-255-2977
Rod@RodCreason.com
www.RodCreason.com

I’ve been 
busy in your 

neighborhood!
If you are 

thinking of 
Buying or 

Selling, 
call me!
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GREENMEADOW

GREENDELL/WALNUT GROVE

Inspired by the work of renowned architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Joseph Eichler set 
out to develop community-based housing 

at a low construction cost in the early 1950s. 
Today, the houses nestled in his Greenmeadow 
subdivision are immediately recognizable by 
their stylized single-story designs that include 
cinderblock material, flat roofs and multiple 
glass windows and doors — creating an indoor/
outdoor sensibility.

Tim Foy grew up in the neighborhood in the 
mid-1960s, attending the nearby Greenmeadow 
nursery school, and graduated from Gunn High 
School. When it came time to raise a family, 
he moved back to the community onto Ben 
Lemond Drive in 2005.

Today, second-generation Greenmeadow 
residents abound — Foy, Deborah Simon-Lurie 
and Sean Giffen, Greenmeadow Community 
Association president, among them.

“A ton of us have come back to raise families 
— not necessarily in the same house, though,” 
Foy said. “We all know each other within the 
community, especially the second-generations 
such as myself, and I cannot picture a better 
place to raise kids.”

“My favorite part about living in 
Greenmeadow is being on the swim team,” 11-

year-old Madeline Lurie, daughter of Deborah 
Simon-Lurie, said. “My mom was on the swim 
team and when I go to the pool I like to see the 
award she won.”

Abundant activities are offered to children 
in the cul-de-sac-filled neighborhood, often 
centered around its private park, pool and 
recreation building. Highlights include the 
annual Labor and Memorial Day potlucks and 
the 4th of July parade, noted Fatima Giffen, 
wife of Sean Giffen.

Children also enjoy frequent movie nights 
and the annual Halloween party hosted at the 
recreation center.

“Even though he used inexpensive materials, 
Eichler was able to successfully develop these 
houses in a stylish way with a successful 
community-oriented set-up,” Alison Vanegeren, 
a resident of Greenmeadow since 1998, said.

Simon-Lurie said the architectural concepts 
have held up over time, and today would seem 
to be “a great fit for IKEA furniture.”

“I absolutely just love the common interest 
in community bonding among neighbors. As 
soon as I drive into Greenmeadow, I feel at 
home,” Foy said. 

— Janelle Eastman

More than 100 ranch-style and Eichler 
homes with vast lawn space and 
quiet avenues are defining features 

of the Greendell neighborhood, which lies 
roughly between San Antonio Road, Mackay 
Drive and Ferne Avenue. Most distinctive 
is the tract of Eichler homes lining Ferne 
Avenue, which are mainly one-story and 
completed circa 1955.  

Although Greendell has been around for 
more than 50 years, its boundaries weren’t 
clearly defined until the residents formed a 
neighborhood association in 2010, according 
to Srini Sankaran, president of the Greendell 
Neighborhood Association. “The association 
has not only brought a definition to our 
neighborhood, but it has also helped us work 
more efficiently with the City, PAUSD and 
our neighboring communities to resolve 
issues facing Greendell.”

Greendell prides itself in connecting its 
residents with one another.

“Pardon the cliche, but this is indeed a 
neighborhood where everybody knows your 
name,” Sankaran said. “Something isn’t right 
if you have 647 Facebook friends in Kyoto, 

but don’t know who lives across the street 
from you.”

For many years now, Greendell has been 
holding block parties that are typically 
attended by 100 to 150 residents. In addition, 
the residents use an Internet-based system to 
discuss everything from fencing-contractor 
recommendations to serious topics affecting 
the neighborhood such as the future of 
Cubberley Community Center.

Neighbors in Walnut Grove, which is 
located between East Charleston Road and 
Adobe Creek, maintain connections through 
an annual street party. The yearly “earthquake 
party” takes place along the cul-de-sac of 
Lundy Lane where all the neighbors are invited 
to a lively barbecue.

Longtime resident James Silver explained 
that the event is meant to be commemorative.

“It was after the earthquake of 1989 when 
everybody came out of their houses and started 
talking. We have continued it since.”

“Walnut Grove is just a nice place. I like the 
parks being nearby and I use the library often,” 
he added.

— Zohra Ashpari

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road 
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: Greendell: between Ferne Avenue, 
San Antonio Avenue and Mackay Drive; Walnut 
Grove: between Charleston Road and Adobe 
Creek, Alma Street and Nelson Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Greendell 
Neighborhood Association: Srini Sankaran, 
president admin@greendell.org; 650-485-
1335; Walnut Grove Homeowners Association: 
Tom Crystal, president, 650-493-3276
PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell 
Park (nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive 
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (nearby): Palo Alto 
Prep School, 4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon 
Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 and 470 San 
Antonio Road 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary 
School, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High 
School 
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: Greendell: 
$1,480,000 ($1,252,500-$1,855,000); Walnut 
Grove: $1,626,000 ($850,000-$2,452,000)
HOMES SOLD: Greendell: 7; Walnut Grove: 3
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: near Green-
dell: $710,000 ($510,000-$875,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 5

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside 
Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 
Alma St.; Crescent Park Child Development 
Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: between Creekside Drive and 
Ferne Avenue, Nelson Drive and Ben Lomond 
Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: 650-494-
3157, www.greenmeadow.org; Sean Giffen, 
president, Greenmeadow Community Associa-
tion, seangiffen@hotmail.com
PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell 
Park (nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (nearby): Palo Alto Prep 
School, 4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon Haus-
ner Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary 
School, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High 
School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,592,500 
($1,435,000-$1,750,000)
HOMES SOLD: 2 
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE: $725,000 
CONDOS SOLD: 1
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Emily  
Chiang

650.796.2285
EmilyChiang.com

Brendan 
Callahan

650.387.2535
brendansells.com

Anni Ann  
Chu

650.868.3429
AnniChu.com

Julie  
Lau

650.208.2287
JulieLau.com

Rod  
Creason

650.255.2977
Rod@RodCreason.com

Judy 
Shen

650.380.2000
JudyShen.com

Doris  
Messina

650.248.6069
dorismessina@yahoo.com

Denis  
Morrissey

650.245.2448
denis.morrissey@cbnorcal.com

Maha 
Najjar

650.752.0741
maha@mahanajjar.com

Nancy  
Goldcamp

650.400.5800
nancygoldcamp.com

 Deborah 
Greenberg/Ashton

650.207.5262
deborahre@aol.com

Fereshteh  
Khodadad

650.815.8850
fereshtehkhodadad.com

Paul  
Engel

650.799.7312
pengel@cbnorcal.com

Zach  
Trailer

650.906.8008
zachtrailer.com

Ann  
Griffiths

650.322.6666
AnnMGriffiths.com

Dorothy  
Gurwith

650.823.4193
dgurwith@cbnorcal.com

Wendi  
Selig-Aimonetti

650.465.5602
wendiselig.com

Greg  
Stange

650.208.5196
gregstange.com

Penny  
Goldcamp

650.740.1955
PennyGoldcamp@cbnorcal.com

Tom  
Huff

650.430.0952
tomhuffhomes@yahoo.com

Kevin  
Klemm

650.566.5738
Kevin.klemm@cbnorcal.com

Alan & Nicki
Lovelsss

650.400.4208
ABL45Lov@yahoo.com

Dan  
Ziony

650.201.1010
dan.ziony@cbnorcal.com

Barbara  
Zuckerwise
650.218.9718

BarbZuckerwise.com

Zita  
Macy

650.346.2799
zmacy@cbnorcal.com
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If there is one thing that you hear over 
and over from the residents of Green 
Acres, it is how safe they feel in this cozy 

neighborhood.
Green Acres actually consists of two main 

areas: Green Acres I on the south side of 
Arastradero Road, which was built first in the 
1950s, shortly followed by Green Acres II, on 
the north side of Arastradero Road.

Joan Sakaldasis, 72, who has been living 
in Green Acres I for more than four decades, 
said she feels comfortable knowing she could 
knock at anyone’s door if she needed help.

“It’s very safe here, I usually go for a walk 
every morning. It is also a really good place to 
walk your dog.”

Standing outside her house on Los Palos 
Avenue, Sakaldasis finds it easy to socialize 
with her neighbors. The cars that pass by 
are often filled with her friends smiling and 
waving to her. That neighborhood atmosphere 
is one of the many attractions for new residents 
looking to move into the area. 

The “green” in Green Acres could be 
attributed to the many trees, both along the 
streets and in residents’ yards. Much of Green 
Acres used to be orchards. 

In recent years the neighborhood has 

increased its ethnic diversity, as many families 
of Chinese, Indian and other descent have been 
drawn to the sought-after school district. 

“My wife and I were looking to move from 
Stanford and stay in the same school district, 
but get closer to Gunn as our children were 
getting closer to high school age. After living 
here for almost 10 years now, we have come to 
really appreciate the close-knit neighborhood 
feel of the community,’ said Corey Levens, 56, 
a father of three who moved to Green Acres 
in 2003.

That feeling is shared by Alice Sklar, 72, 
who has lived there since 1969.

“It’s a self-contained neighborhood, a small 
community. I remember the new sidewalk and 
single-story houses that brought me to live 
here.”

The Green Acres Improvement Association 
gets neighbors together at parties and events 
including a Christmas party in December and a 
potluck each fall. 

“That’s how we get to know the new 
residents. We love our neighborhood and 
always welcome new folks,” Sakaldasis said. 

— Piyawan Rungsuk

In a close community, residents know their 
neighbors’ names, occupations, hobbies 
and what the kids are up to.
In the Palo Alto Orchards neighborhood, 

Heidi Stern goes a step further: She can 
recommend whom to visit to get a good 
cocktail.

“That’s Dennis,” Stern said as a black 
pickup truck drove past her home on Suzanne 
Drive. “His wife makes a mean margarita.”

Stern has spent time in the Orchards 
since 1973, when her mom bought a modest 
single-story home that is typical of the 
neighborhood. Stern took over the house in 
2000 and is not faint in her praise of the area.

“It’s just like a little island where people 
move in and are surprised that all the 
neighbors introduce themselves,” Stern said.

Lorrie Carrie and her daughter Alissa 
walked up with five dogs in tow and stopped 
to talk for 15 minutes. Stern opened up her 
gate to allow her own dogs to interact with 
their neighbors, as well.

Carrie has been in the neighborhood for 37 
years and lives on the other side of Suzanne 
Drive, a U-shaped street whose ends are 
connected by Kelly Way.

A small community meeting formed when 

neighbor Lisa Robinson pulled into her 
driveway and joined Stern and the Carries.

Robinson has raised three children during 
the 19 years she’s lived in the Orchards. She 
said children from the neighborhood come to 
her front yard to use the swing and play with 
her four tortoises.

Stern said the neighborliness goes beyond 
making small talk and includes dog-sitting, 
giving rides and caring for each other during 
illnesses.

“A few years back I had cancer, and 
everybody looked after me,” she said. “I 
don’t have any siblings nearby ... (but) I 
didn’t worry about being alone.”

One negative residents mentioned was the 
large amount of traffic on Arastradero during 
morning and evening rush hours.

Stern said she can wait as long as 10 
minutes to turn left from Arastradero to 
Suzanne Drive or McKellar Lane and blamed 
traffic-calming measures set in place in 2010 
by the city, which included the removal of a 
lane from Arastradero.

“The traffic calming has really created a 
lot of road rage,” she said. 

— Bruce Druzin

GREEN ACRES FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; 
Whistlestop Child Development Center, 3801 
Miranda Ave. No. T6B; Young Life Christian 
Pre-School, 687 Arastradero Road
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road 
LOCATION: Green Acres I: Arastradero Road to 
Glenbrook Drive, Los Palos to Pomona avenues; 
Green Acres II: Maybell Avenue to Arastradero 
Road, Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue
 NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: (Green 
Acres I) Alice Sklar, a2sklar@aol.com; (Green 
Acres II) Betsy Allyn, 650-493-8859 
PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; 
Terman Park, 655 Arastradero Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International 
School, 4000 Terman Drive
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High 
School 
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center, Downtown Los Altos
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,795,000 
($1,550,000-$2,200,000)
HOMES SOLD: 9

PALO ALTO ORCHARDS FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Palo 
Alto Preschool, 4232 El Camino Real; Young 
Life Christian Pre-School, 687 Arastradero Road 
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road 
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 4050 Middle-
field Road (during construction)
LOCATION: includes McKellar Lane, Suzanne 
Court, Suzanne Drive, Kelly Way, Lorabelle 
Court and Arastradero Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: John 
Spiller, rice49er@pacbell.net, 650-483-8815
PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; 
Terman Park, 655 Arastradero Road 
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International 
School, 4000 Terman Road 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High 
School 
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,870,000
HOMES SOLD: 1
MEDIAN 2012 CONDO PRICE (nearby): 
$480,000 ($425,000-$591,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 7



N
EIG

H
BO

RH
O

O
D

S 

53

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities

Whether restoring furniture or  
designing power connections,  

I believe in the beauty  
of a job well done.

Doing my job at the City Utilities is similar to  
restoring fine furniture—the key is preparation,  
planning and an eye for detail. Few people are  

aware of the craft involved in designing for a new  
home or bringing an existing home up to code.

Meeting with my customers allows me to  
design a solution that gives them the  
efficient, safe and convenient access  

to the energy they need. 

Learn more about our  
energy solutions at    

CityofPaloAlto.org/Utilities

—Daniel Ercolini 
Estimator, 

Electric  
Engineering
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“I live in Palo Alto’s little oasis,” said 
longtime Greater Miranda resident 
Lillian Haning. 

Haning, 80, has lived in the close-knit 
Palo Alto neighborhood for more than 40 
years. 

She moved to Greater Miranda with her 
family in 1968 because she wanted more 
open space than her previous Midtown tract 
home allowed.

Haning said the neighborhood hasn’t 
changed much over the years.

“It’s still a nice, quiet and beautiful place 
to live. There are a lot of younger families 
who have joined the neighborhood in 
recent years and older ones who have left,” 
Haning said. 

The Greater Miranda oasis is tucked 
between Foothill Expressway, Adobe Creek 
and Alta Mesa Memorial Park, which 
create a peaceful and sheltered atmosphere. 
Residents say they have the best of both 
worlds. The three cul-de-sacs that make up 
the neighborhood are close to nature but 
also close to all the amenities. 

The neighborhood’s history dates back 
to the 1850s, when Mexican-American 

pioneer Dona Juana Briones de Miranda 
originally purchased the land for $300. The 
City of Palo Alto eventually annexed the 
neighborhood in 1959. 

Greater Miranda residents can still find 
bits and pieces of history in their own 
backyards. When Haning’s two sons were 
searching for bottles in the creek years ago, 
they found a chunk of mosaic that Haning 
said was a piece of the original Stanford 
Memorial Church. 

“The church was destroyed in the 1906 
earthquake and many of the remains were 
dumped in the creek,” Haning said.

Adobe Creek is not only a source of 
hidden artifacts; many Greater Miranda 
residents share their backyards with the 
foxes, deer, hawks and other wildlife that 
make the creek’s watershed their home. 

“There are a pair of hawks that nest near 
the creek every year. We love to watch 
them raise their hatchlings and can hear the 
babies crying out when they are hungry,” 
said Amy Smiley, a Greater Miranda 
resident who has lived on Moana Court for 
23 years. 

Smiley said her favorite part about the 

neighborhood is the people.  
“Because the neighborhood is so small, 

everyone is friendly and goes for walks 
together or chats on the street,” Smiley 
said.

— Angela Johnston

Esther Clark Park, a 21-acre area of land 
surrounded by Old Adobe Road, Old 
Trace Road and Manuela Avenue is a 

glimpse into Palo Alto’s past.
Expansive Spanish villas and old-style 

ranch homes with huge yards (each plot has a 
minimum area of 1 acre) adorn hills covered 
with oak trees. Wild animals such as deer, 
jackrabbits and ground squirrels roam the 
grounds in between homes. Nestled just around 
the park, residents literally have nature at their 
doorstep.

Though the neighborhood has experienced 
increased development since Esther Clark, the 
founder of the Palo Alto Medical Clinic and 
Children’s Health Council, sold her land, the 
space retains the characteristic that makes it so 
desirable: its natural surroundings.

Marjorie Chauvel, who has lived in her home 
on Old Adobe Road since it was built in 1974, 
treasures the wildlife that surrounds her. 

“My favorite thing about the neighborhood 
is definitely the wildlife,” she said. “Deer come 
onto my property all the time, right by the 
house. It’s also a wonderful neighborhood to 
take walks in.”

An original resident of the neighborhood 

who bought her land from Esther Clark herself, 
Chauvel fondly remembers the original days of 
the neighborhood.

“There used to be this huge area across the 
hills that was vacant. My husband and our 
neighbor built a platform on that area and used 
to hit golf balls into the hills,” Chauvel shared 
with a laugh. “It shows you how remote the 
place used to be!” 

Though development has occurred since the 
neighborhood’s early days, the area retains its 
peaceful atmosphere. 

“We enjoy the quiet here,” said Avi Meyers, 
a resident of the neighborhood since 1992. “We 
never hear any traffic here and the only noises 
we ever hear are when someone is getting their 
yard work done. It’s a very nice place to raise 
a family.”

Meyers thinks the combination of natural 
beauty and accessibility the neighborhood 
provides is a big draw. 

“It’s a beautiful area that’s quiet and very 
rural, very green with open space and large 
trees, but still very close to downtown Palo Alto 
and Los Altos, as well as Stanford University,” 
he said. “It’s a very nice place to raise a 
family because it’s close to schools, shopping, 

everything you could possibly want or need.”
Residents consider the luxury of living in 

such close proximity to natural space a huge 
benefit. 

“I think it’s very nice to be able to take my 
young grandkids for a walk in the park and 
have them see something besides manicured 
lawns and playgrounds,” Meyers said. “We see 
lots of wild animals like deer, birds and ground 
squirrels. I like being able to show them what 
nature really looks like.” 

— Helen Carefoot

GREATER MIRANDA FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (nearby): 
Whistle Stop Child Development Center, 3801 
Miranda Ave., No. T6B
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road 
LOCATION: Miranda Avenue, Arroyo Court, 
Miranda Green and Moana Court
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Don 
Nielson, 650-941-2429
PARKS (nearby): Terman Park, 655 Arastra-
dero Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.; 3801 Miranda Ave. (inside VA hospital)
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International 
School, 4000 Terman Drive
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High 
School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $1,250,000
HOMES SOLD: 1

ESTHER CLARK PARK FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road
LOCATION: from Old Adobe Road to Manuela 
Avenue, off Arastradero Road, including Old 
Trace Road
PARK: Esther Clark Park, Old Trace Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, 
Terman Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los 
Altos
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,722,500 
($2,325,000-$3,000,000)
HOMES SOLD: 4
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ALAN has been a licensed Broker for over 
28 years. He brings to his clients a wealth of 
knowledge of the community, the nuances of 
each neighborhood, and of the local real estate 
market as a whole.

ALAN’S knowledge and experience, along with 
his professionalism and negotiating skills, has 
resulted in sales ranking Alan among the top 
elite agents in the United States. 

ALAN is deeply committed to his client’s best 
interests as evidenced by the long-term loyalty 
of those he has represented over the years.

AL A N  Dunckel
G E T T I N G   Y O U  T O  W H E R E  Y O U  W A N T  T O  G O . . .

650.543.1074

Alan Dunckel 

Direct:

650.543.1074
Office:

650.323.1111
Fax:

650.323.1143
adunckel@apc.com
http://www.apr.com/alan/
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Life in Palo Alto can be fast-paced, and 
it can be difficult to find open space, 
wildlife or nature. But, take a drive up 

to the Palo Alto Hills, and you can find all 
of that and then some.

Palo Alto Hills is located above 
Interstate 280 and consists of long, windy 
roads that lead up to its 78 households. 
The neighborhood is quiet and diverse with 
long trails perfect for biking, jogging or 
hiking.

“We’re a family of runners so what 
really drew us to the neighborhood was the 
privacy and easy access to the trails,” said 
Jay Weber, who moved to the Hills with his 
wife and two daughters in 2009. 

The nature and open space is what has 
prompted many other residents to move 
their families to the neighborhood. 

“I love that it’s so much like the East 
Coast,” said Marion Recine, who moved 
from Connecticut in 1971. “All the hills 
and oak trees remind me so much of being 
back home.”

With the neighborhood being so 
secluded, it is a peaceful place for residents 
to get away from their hectic work life. 
Nonetheless, some feel that it’s too 
isolated. With the nearest grocery store 
being almost five miles away, residents 
need to learn to adjust to traveling long 
distances to get places.

Despite the quiet and seclusion, there 
is a sense of community: An annual 

Christmastime get-together is organized 
by the Palo Alto Hills Neighborhood 
Association (PAHNA) to bring the 
neighbors closer together.

Mark Nadim, PAHNA president, has 
lived in the Hills since 1986 and does all 
that he can to make sure the community 
stays connected. The neighborhood events 
he plans are held at the Palo Alto Hills 
Golf and Country Club, the focal point of 
the neighborhood. 

That’s also where the neighborhood is 
supposed to go in case of an emergency.

“They’re our refuge,” Nadim said. 
“They’ve made it clear that if anything 
happens, they’re here for us.”

With all the hills, plants and open space, 
it’s no surprise that this small community 
is home to a myriad of animals ranging 
from bobcats to jackrabbits. Although the 
wildlife is a selling point for many, it has 
caused problems for residents who have 
pets or enjoy gardening.

Sophia Kim, a mother of three who 
moved to the neighborhood in 1998, must 
constantly keep an eye on her small dog to 
prevent him from being snatched up by a 
coyote. She has also witnessed rodents and 
rattlesnakes on her property on multiple 
occasions.

Recine, along with many other neighbors 
with gardens, has been forced to put a gate 
around her property to protect plants from 
being eaten. Despite the disturbance the 

critters can cause, neighbors like Kim have 
come to acknowledge the beauty of it all.

“The snakes and other animals really 
bothered me at first,” she said, “but over 
time, I’ve started to appreciate the wildlife 
around us.”

Regardless of the frustrations living 
near so much wildlife can cause, the 
neighborhood’s peaceful community keeps 
people happy.

“I wanted a place for my children where 
there would be land and they could learn 
how to work in the yard,” Recine said. “It’s 
beautiful up here. I absolutely love it.” 

— Carolyn Copeland

PALO ALTO HILLS FACTS 
FIRE STATION: No. 8, Foothills Park, 3300 
Page Mill Road (during summer); No. 5, 600 
Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road 
LOCATION: off Page Mill Road: Alexis Drive, 
Country Club Court, Bandera Drive and Laurel 
Glen Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Mark Na-
dim, president, 650-949-5672; mark@pahna.
org; www.pahna.org
PARK: Foothills Park, 3300 Page Mill Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, 
Terman Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los 
Altos, California Avenue
MEDIAN 2012 HOME PRICE: $2,322,500 
($1,350,000-$4,200,000)
HOMES SOLD: 4
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You matter. 
I care.
Buying or selling a home is one 

of the most signifi cant decisions 

any of us make. Your satisfaction 

and happiness should be the only 

things that matter in your real estate 

transaction. With that in mind, 

I always make sure I understand 

exactly what your goals and dreams 

are so I can help make sure your 

transaction works for you. 

  

Real estate is about property and 

deals and results. But for any result 

to be truly successful, it should fi rst 

and foremost be about the people. 

For me, it is.

SHARON WITTE
650-269-6700

sharon.witte@cbnorcal.com
www.sharonwitte.com
DRE# 00842833

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD



Stanford Hospital & Clinics is proud to be known 

worldwide for offering advanced treatment solutions to 

complex medical problems. Every day, our focus is on 

providing unsurpassed patient care. Get to know all of 

our top doctors at stanfordhospital.org

SHARON HUNT, MD 

US News & World Report—

Top 1% of America’s cardiologists  



Community  
Connected 

       

650 906 8008 
www.zachtrailer.com | ztrailer@zachtrailer.com  

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. DRE# 01371338 

Top 1% Internationally 
WSJ Top 200 Agents 2011 

ZACH SELLS PALO ALTO 
Born & raised in Palo Alto, Zach benefits from understanding  

every home on every block & exactly how it affects you as buyers and sellers. 

NORTH PALO ALTO 

CRESCENT PARK OLD PALO ALTO 

Colonial-Style Elegance | Sold $6,000,000 

Crescent Park Charm | Sold $2,500,000 Off-Market | Sold 2,700,000 

PROFESSORVILLE 

Off-Market | Sold $3,300,000 

PROFESSORVILLE  
NEW CONSTRUCTION 

4BR 3.5BA | ±3300SF 
3-Level Craftsman Style 

Opportunity for buyer to participate in 
selection of finishes 

Offered at $3,450,000 

COMING SOON 


