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CA Contractors Lic. # 820697 

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN™

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043

T  650-938-9574
F  650-938-9573
cobaltpower.com

Make your own power from the sun and save!
At Cobalt Power, we take pride in creating satisfied customers. We have
installed over 1,000 high quality solar systems throughout Silicon Valley,
and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.
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On the cover: A new outdoor living space is bringing fresh life  
to Arnie Papp’s backyard. Photo by Chibi Moku.

Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation

Free In Home  
Estimates

Entry Doors
Interior Doors

Windows Moulding
Door Hardware

394 State St, Los Altos • 650-559-8281
5853 Winfield Blvd, San Jose • 408-281-3219

Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327
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MOVING SALE

805 West El Camino Real 
Mountain View 

Cross Street: Castro across 
from Chase Bank
650.938.7846

Persian Kashan made in Iran Size 10’x13’ Original 
 $6,500-$12,000   
 Now $1,250-$3,000

Persian Meshed made in Iran Size 10’x13’ Original 
 $4,500-$10,000   
 Now $1,000-$2,500

Super Bokhara made in Pakistan Size 9’x12’ Original 
 $3,000-$5,000   
 Now $800-$1,5000

Persian Design, Kashan/Sarouk Sizes 3’x5’ 4’x6’ 5’x8’ 
6’x9’ Isfahan & other beautiful 8’x10’ & 9’x12’ 
Design made in India Original $300-$6,000   
 Now $150-$1,5000

Bokhara made in Pakistan Sizes 9’x12’ $3,000-$5,000   
 Now $800-$1,500

Chinese Oriental 90 line Size 3’x5’ 4’x6’ 5’x8’ 6’x9’  
5/8 pile made in China 8’x10’ & 9’12’ 
 $300-$5000   
 Now $150-&1,500

*Nepalese Modern Designs Many Sizes 
 $450-$7,500 
 Now $150-$3,000

This isn’t a closing or going out of business sale.  
We are being forced to move. A Corporation has taken over the property, and we cannot stay.

15,000 high quality rugs on sale  
at Rug Center in Mountain View!

30%Proceeds of all Nepali rugs will go to 
earthquake victims in Nepal. 

*We Also Wash & Repair!
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The parking is better and our standalone, octagonal building  
next to Starbucks is so charming!

Shady Lane, Voted BEST Gifts & Jewelry in Palo Alto  
Has Moved to Sharon Heights Shopping Center 

 Sharon Park Drive at Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park

The best shop to buy  
Local Artisan Gifts  

in the Bay Area.
Shady Lane

Gifts from the Heart
shadylanegallery.com

650-321-1099
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New backyard ‘rooms’ radically expand living space
by Karla Kane / photos by Chibi Moku

A mild and pleasant climate is many folks’ favorite aspect of 
California living. When Palo Alto resident Arnie Papp realized he 

hadn’t been using his backyard to its full potential, he and designer Julie 
Orr set out to transform it into a casually dazzling outside living space 
that’s now the most popular part of the house.

“I wanted to create something for the family that takes advantage of 
the beautiful climate. Something that my kids would want to have their 
friends over to enjoy,” Papp says. 

With its patchy lawn and too-small-for-entertaining deck, the old 
yard wasn’t particularly inviting to anyone.

Empty-nester Papp wanted to welcome his college-age kids back 
on weekend breaks with a relaxing, fun space where they could study 
and socialize. He and Orr envisioned the space broken up into distinct 
“rooms” to serve different purposes: an L-shaped kitchen area with 
a burner, warming drawers, refrigerator and grill; a dining room for 
supping al fresco; a living room with seating and a fire pit for relaxing; 
and a cushioned family room for studying, watching television, play-
ing games and listening to music. 

“I enjoyed interweaving these rooms so that they flowed easily for 
entertaining but also gave a huge wow factor when viewing from the 
indoors,” Orr says. Wall-mounted heaters keep the kitchen, dining and 
family rooms warm no matter the time of year or weather. 

“The kids are out there at all hours in the middle of January. That’s 
pretty impressive,” Papp says. And a louvered arbor system with a 

Building a barbecue
Palace

'I wanted 
to create 
something 
for the family 
that takes 
advantage of 
the beautiful 
climate.'

-Arnie Papp, Palo Alto resident

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N
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motorized roof provides adjustable shade during sunny after-
noons.

One of his son’s friends dubbed the new yard a “barbecue 
palace,” Papp says, laughing. “I’d always loved to barbecue but 
always with charcoal. It was a big leap for me to switch to gas.” 

He also wanted some specific style elements to make his 
ideal backyard a reality. Number one on his wish list was a 
water feature. 

“I’ve always wanted a big aquarium. I did some research but 
that turned out to be impractical,” he says. Instead, he decided 
on a glass window-like installation with water softly trickling 
down, based on a similar “water wall” he’d seen at a Los 
Angeles hotel. The team tracked down the manufacturer and 
even flew south to check it out in person.

“At night when the fire pit is on, the water wall lights up 
and becomes more like a mirror, which reflects the dancing 

This comfy couch serves as a great place for the entire family to relax, including college-age kids who return on weekends.

Facing page, and above: The outdoor living room features a fire pit, water wall and cushiony sofas. 

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

(continued on page 9)
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THE SCREEN THAT DOES NOT SNAP BACK

Summer Special
$439 installed  

 for a single standard size door 

Local Dealer: Doug Fields
650-227-4934

www.bayareaclearview.com

•  French Doors  •  Single Doors  •  Sliders

MADE IN SAN JOSE, CA

N o r t h  B a y
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flames. Just gorgeous!” Orr says. It also serves as a partition 
between the patio area and the lawn/garden area of the yard, 
separating the space but still connecting it visually. And when 
blooming flowers are viewed through the aquatic glass, they 
resemble an Impressionistic painting. 

In terms of plants, “number one for me is color, color, color,” 
Papp says. “I asked for plants that would attract wildlife, but-

terflies, birds and bees,” he says, adding that a hummingbird 
family has now made its tiny nest in his garden. An herb and 
vegetable garden was added, as were plants such as kangaroo 
paw and bamboo, native to the homelands of Papp, who’s 
originally from Australia, and his wife, who’s from Japan. A 
beloved, prolific old lemon tree is all that remains of the origi-
nal yard, and there’s a small lawn beyond the water wall, for 

'We’ve used it more in the past 17 months 
than we did in the past 17 years.'

The new outdoor living spaces include, from left, an al fresco dining room, an L-shaped kitchen and a living room with a fire pit.

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Backyard
(continued from page 7)

(continued on page 11)

For being chosen as Weather Shield’s 
newest mid peninsula dealer.

weathershield.com

394 First St.  |  Los Altos, CA 94022

650.941.0744
selectwindows.com

Stop by our showroom or give us a call.

Congratulations  to Select Windows
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the benefit of the family dog. Plus, Papp says, “I like 
looking at grass. I lived for years in Japan without 
any garden, and grass reminds me of when I was a 
kid in Perth,” which, he notes, has a similar climate 
to Palo Alto.

The redesign has turned the space into the com-
munity gathering spot Papp dreamed of. “We’ve 
used it more in the past 17 months than we did in 
the past 17 years,” he says. H&G  

Resources: Julie Orr Design,  
650-468-8020, julieorrdesign.com;  
Samscaping, 650-965-9150, samscaping.com

Goal of project:
To turn a little-used 
backyard into an 
outdoor living area with 
a grill, fire pit, water 
feature and wildlife-
friendly plants

Unanticipated issues:
Getting approval from 
the city on building 
materials, water-feature 
installation

Year house built: 1998

Time to complete: 
Two months of 
planning, four months 
of work (with some 
interruptions in 
between)

Budget: “Six figures”

The family room is surrounded by a garden that attract birds, butterflies and bees.

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Backyard
(continued from page 9)

Home + Garden Design is a publication of the The Almanac, Mountain View Voice, Palo Alto Weekly and PaloAltoOnline.com.
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Everything about Sahana 
and Kiron Magal’s newly 
remodeled home is serene, 
with clean lines, calm colors 
and wide-open spaces.

Except, of course, for the 
one wall per room that’s 
painted orange, turmeric 
yellow, magenta, royal blue 
or green.

The Magals and their two children first 
rented the Blossom Valley, Mountain View, 
home in 2009, then purchased it the follow-
ing year. They knew from the start they wanted to make 
some major changes, including getting rid of the popcorn 
ceilings, wall-to-wall carpeting and broken-up spaces.

The 45-year-old house sported two fireplaces, a tiny 
kitchen and convoluted access to the backyard. A “powder 
room,” actually a toilet, was squeezed next to a laundry 
room. And the master bathroom was just plain ugly, Sahana 
Magal says.

Architect Judith Wasserman reconfigured the “circula-
tion,” creating a large living room with a formal dining 
area at one end and access to the backyard through wide 
glass doors.

French doors with artistic glass designed by Legacy 
Glass connect to the family room/kitchen. 

“Opening up the kitchen was (Wasserman’s) idea,” 
Magal says.

Today there’s plenty of working space on cream-colored 

Corian countertops with two rows 
of accent tiles on the backsplash, a window over the 
stainless-steel double sink and a pass-through to the 
family room — with an eating bar and stools — over 
the Thermador cooktop.

Magal credits Wasserman’s weekly visits that 
involved the couple with decision-making as keeping 
the project on target. The family moved out for six 
months during the peak of construction.

The goal was to make “every space useable. There’s 
no wasted space at all,” Magal says.

And light is plentiful through three added skylights — 
in the living room, family room and the charming new 
powder room.

Two small personal spaces were carved out: an office 
for the husband and a Hindu shrine for the family, which 
also serves as an office for the wife. While his room 
overlooks the backyard, hers offers a view of the newly 
planted front.

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Toned down,

withStyleStyle
Remodel opens public spaces, 

makes home more livable 

by Carol Blitzer 

photos by Dasja Dolan
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“It’s a quiet corner where people come to medi-
tate,” Magal says, adding that her daughter has 
even had a sleepover in the small room.

Much thought was given to the little details: 
Orange-red pulls in the worship area resemble 
flowers as does the light fixture. Glass panels in 
the cabinet that fronts the shrine are etched with 
lotus and floral designs. And a sun tunnel sheds 
light on the shrine during the day.

Magal says they incorporated the Indian phi-
losophy of “vastu,” similar to feng shui, to orient 
correctly the new front door and the shrine.

A highlight for Magal is the new master 
bathroom, with its rain shower and soaking tub. 

All the colors were kept light and neutral, with interest 
added by the tiny glass tiles that glimmer on the sink 
backsplash and around the shower.

Beginning with a budget of about $250,000, the 
Magals soon learned that certain design choices would 
be add-ons. The dark wood, prefinished flooring, for 
example, was estimated at $4,000, but actually cost 
closer to $12,000. Likewise, some of the lighting fix-
tures — really art glass — added to the bottom line.

And then there was the landscaping.
Neighbors used to complain about the condition of 

the corner lot, Magal recalls, but since they replaced 
the overgrown cacti with drought-tolerant plants on an 
area terraced with metal “retainer” beds, all is well in 

home + garden design | Summer 2015  13

On facing page: Artistic stained glass French doors connect the living room and family room.  
Above: Color and detail, such as bright red drawer knobs, are hallmarks of the home makeover.

A Hindu shrine for the family was added and provides 
a quiet corner where people come to meditate.

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

(continued on next page)
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the neighborhood. An artistically placed ceramic fountain is 
balanced by a tall vase.

And, even though they replaced the wood siding with stucco, 
the one-story home still fits quite neatly in the streetscape. H&G

The Magals’ remodeled home includes, from left, new skylights in three rooms, a rain shower, and glass tiles that glimmer on the sink backsplash.

Resources:
Architect: Judith Wasserman, Palo Alto, 650-321-2871,  
bressackandwasserman.com
Building contractor: Joseph Nunley, Nunley Custom Homes, 
Mountain View, 650-390-9545, nunleyremodeling.com
Landscape designer: John Black, Verdance Fine Garden 
Design, Palo Alto, 650-321-4242, verdancedesign.com

Goal of project:
Reconfigure public spaces, 
redo kitchen and master 
bathroom, create powder 
room

Unanticipated issues:
None

Year house built: 1963

Size of home, lot:
2,045-sq-ft house on 8,600-
sq-ft lot

Time to complete:  
About one year

Budget: About $275,000 for 
house, plus another $35,000 
for landscaping

Glass doors: Kim Reeves, Legacy Glass, Menlo Park,  
650-714-9750, legacyglass.com
Lighting fixtures: Lamps Plus, San Jose;  
Lite Line Illuminations, Los Gatos, litelineinc.com

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Toned down, with style
(continued from previous page)

Caring for your trees... 
Adding Value to your Property

Tree Services:
• Aesthetic Pruning

• Vista Pruning

• Crown Reduction

•  End-weight reduction  
of trees

• Tree Installation

•  Large and precarious tree  
& stump removal 

• Arborist Reports

• Root Feeding/Fertilization

• Disease & pest control in trees 

 541 W. Capitol Expwy #287 San Jose
(408) 836-9147  |  Fax: (408)728-7598

10% off  

Tree Service 
Estimate

*present coupon at time of 
 

service; minimum job cost 
$300, max savings $500.

www.bayareatreespecialist.com
Lic. #836837
Certified Arborist & Tree Risk Assessors on staff
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“For more than 55 years, Midtown Realty has been 
assisting its neighbors and friends with one of the 
most important purchases in their life… their home! 
At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with 
people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and 
Palo Alto is our home, not a branch office. Year after 
year people trust us to help with their most important 
investment, their home. You too can count on us for 
all your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

Midtown Realty, Inc.  
Real Results, Real Estate

Your Neighborhood  
Midtown Realty Team

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Joann Weber
Property  

Manager Realtor

Leslie Zeisler
Realtor, SRES

Tim Foy
Broker/Owner

Chris Taylor
Realtor

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Yamie Lee
Realtor

Rosemary 
Prince

SungHee 
Clemenson

Realtor

Chris  
Marino

Realtor

2775 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650)321-1596  Fax: (650)328-1809
See our local listings online at — www. midtownpaloalto.com    BRE# 1900986

REAL RESULTS, REAL ESTATE

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD



16  Summer 2015 | home + garden design

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N



home + garden design | Summer 2015  17

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N



18  Summer 2015 | home + garden design18118188181118 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSumumumummummummummummummummummmmumummmmmmmmmummummummummumummummummummmmmmmummmuummu mmmmeereeererrrreeerrrreeeeeeerrrerer rrer er eererrer rereere 2202222222201010010220001222222222222222012222222222222 5 |5 |5 |5 |5 |5 |55555 | hohohooooooooooooohooohohohh mmememmeee e eee memme eemmmemeeeeeeem ++++ g+ g++ + g+ g+ g+ g+ g+ + g+ g+++++ g++++ g++ g+++++++++ + g+ g+++ +++++++ g++ g+++++ gardardardardardardarddardardaardaaaaaaa en enen enen een enen nnnn n ennnn dededesdesdesdesdesdeedesdesdesdeesesesesdesdessesesesdesdeseseeesssdesdesesdesdesdessdesdesesdesdesdeddedeedessesdesddesdeedesdesededeesdesdddeeeedesdddeeeedesdesdessdeeeeeedeedesdddeedededeesdddeedesdesddddddededesdesdddd sssssesdedededdddesdesdesdesdddeedesdesdessdeeeeessdesssssddeeessdesssdd ssddddessigignigngnigngngnggnigigiigigiggiiiigigigigngnngiiggnigiggniiigigngniignnnnnigigignngngnngngngngngnignggnnignngnggngnnnngngggnggigignignggggigggggggigniiiiigignignnn

by Carol Blitzer / photos by Dennis Mayer

New master bathroom embraces  
Eichler indoor/outdoor style

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

bright

Light
and

ddddddddd dddddd iiiiiiiiiiii

A free-standing tub is a focal point in this Midtown home’s remodeled bathroom.
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Helena Barrios Vincent loves light. As an architect, adding 
light is one of her driving passions.

So, when it came to remodeling the master bathroom in her 
own Midtown Palo Alto Eichler, light was foremost in her 
mind.

Vincent brought in the light in just about every way: Relaxing 
in the free-standing tub (a 60-inch Soho by Wyndham), one 
looks through a floor-to-ceiling sliding-glass door by Arcadia 
over the vegetable garden to the fruit trees in the backyard. A 
tall, thin window streams more light into the double shower, 
with rain shower heads at each side. A glass wall is partially 
open on one side — there is no “shower door.”

The old bathroom was a 1980s add-on, which Vincent calls 
“shagadelic” because of the carpet that extended into the room.

“My style is modern, but warm,” Vincent says, explaining 
why she chose the warm-toned ipe wood indoor deck that 
extends beyond the sliding-glass door to the outdoor deck. 
Under the raised deck is a white limestone tile floor, which 
continues into the shower. (The ipe deck can be lifted for 
cleaning.) Trapezoidal glass tiling runs up the shower stall 
walls, as well as on the backsplash behind the rectangular sink.

Diffused lighting was used above and below the mirror fac-
ing that sink, with natural light coming from behind, “good for 
putting make-up on,” she says.

There’s even light in the toilet area, with a long niche cut into 
the wall that allows light from the sliding-glass door.

Working with her husband Bruce Vincent as her “client,” 
Vincent made a formal presentation to him.

“It went really well,” she says, and she incorporated his sug-
gestion to leave out a shower door.

Since purchasing the house in 2005, Vincent has been 
making lists of projects she’d like to complete. So far, they’ve 
mostly focused on the outside, with fencing and hardscape. In 
addition to the master bathroom, they revamped their closet, 
removing a sink and adding Ikea closet organizers.

Further storage was achieved with Ikea cabinets near the 

Trapezoidal glass tiling runs 
up the shower stall walls, as 
well as on the backsplash 
behind the rectangular sink.

Sink fixtures reflect the homeowner’s modern aesthetic.

(continued on next page)

DogWatch of the Bay Area  
and Northern California 

Serving the Greater Bay Area, Truckee and Tahoe. 

www.DogWatchService.com

(877) 236-4626
CA. Lic. #784739

The only premium pet 
containment system rated 

 a Consumers Digest  
Best Buy!

Smart products for today’s pets.™
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sink and countertop, allowing room for linens and toiletries, 
thus expanding the bathroom storage in a major way.

Vincent’s office is located in her living room, which offers 
her plenty of light and a backyard view while she works. She 
could have carved space out of the garage, but she really craved 
the light and view.

Vincent says the next project is likely to be the kitchen/fam-

ily room, eying the Mexican pavers that she says are out of step 
with the Eichler motif. 

She says she and her husband had similar conversations 
about the project budget as she would have had with other 
clients, where she encouraged people to prioritize what’s 
important to them and put their cash there. That sliding-glass 
door, for example, cost $6,000, but she managed to save a bit 
by shopping around for the free-standing tub.

The one potential problem with so much glass in the master 

The bathroom’s ipe wood deck extends from indoors to outdoors.

Eichler
(continued from previous page)

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N



home + garden design | Summer 2015  21

Making  

650.201.1010
Dan.Ziony@CBNorCal.com
CA DRE #01380339

www.DanZiony.com

Dan Ziony
Providing expectional service in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, 
Portola Valley, Woodside, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and other 
Peninsula communities for more than a decade

bathroom is the lack of privacy. But no neighbor’s window is 
anywhere nearby.

“We concentrated on putting planting around it,” she says, 
adding, “I’m not too, too worried. The neighbors are rarely 
here.” H&G  

This remodel replaced a 1980s add-on bathroom, which the 
homeowner called “shagadelic” because of the carpet.

The shower actually features two showerheads, one at each end.

Resources:
Architect: Helena Barrios Vincent, Palo Alto, 650-996-
3669, hbvarchitecture.com
Building contractor: Orlando Mayan, 650-771-6977 
Tile: Da Vinci Marble, San Carlos, 650-595-2500,  

Goal of project:
Remodel bathroom to make 
more indoor/outdoor

Unanticipated issues:
Could not wall-mount sink 
faucet because of post in wall

Year house built: 1958

Size of home, lot:
2,000-sq-ft house on 9,900-
sq-ft lot

Time to complete:  
2½ months

Budget: $37,000, but could 
have been $50,000

davincimarble.com; Chic Tile, Redwood City, 650-366-
2442, chictile.com

Home + Garden Design is a publication of the The Almanac, Mountain View Voice, Palo Alto Weekly and PaloAltoOnline.com.
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22  Summer 2015 | home + garden design

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

You can now put all of your food scraps and food soiled paper 
directly into your green cart along with your yard trimmings. 

By doing this, you help Palo Alto turn your food scraps into rich 
soil and renewable energy, and help protect the climate.

Where you put your food scraps 
makes a world of difference.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/foodscraps
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org

(650) 496-5910

For service call (650) 493-4894
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©2013 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.  CA Lic. #931740

My Closet.
My Home. My Style.
My Budget. My Life.

Call for FREE Design Consultation

650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

www.facebook.com/closetfactory

follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

CUSTOM CLOSETS  |  HOME OFFICES  |  PANTRIES  |  LAUNDRY ROOMS  |  GARAGES AND MORE...

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

Scan  
for Yelp 
Reviews

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.
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At top: A covered outdoor kitchen overlooks the pool at this Atherton home. Above left: A blue stone fish is the star of this koi pond. 
Above right: The new brick pool house features a fountain with a water spout set in a tree-of-life tile pictorial.
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When Barbara Paldus and Mike Farmwald bought 
their Atherton home in 2011, the backyard was 

essentially a concrete slab. The house is a U-shaped haci-
enda-style adobe brick building with wide covered porches, 
and it sits on almost 2.5 acres.

The courtyard within the “U” and beyond is now a peace-
ful refuge with a design 
aesthetic that comple-
ments and enhances the 
home. Architect Judith 
Mattingly worked closely with landscape architect Jenna 
Bayer to effect the change.

Mattingly says that she created an axis in the middle of 
the courtyard in order to organize the space, and Bayer 
added “pots of bright colors” to further define this area. 
The axis consists of four “tile carpets” that point to an 
octagonal koi pond, complete with a central tiled pedestal 
topped with a blue stone fish. Four stone benches with 
blue-tiled seats are arranged around the pond. The fronts 

and backs of the backrests are adorned with tile patterns 
that echo the tile carpets, and two benches flank each 
“carpet.”

Towards the rear of the property, a new adobe brick pool 
house overlooks the pool. A covered outdoor kitchen with 
barbecue and pizza oven is set off to one side.  

Everywhere you look 
you see tile — even on 
the risers on the stairs 
that lead to the pool and 

below the pillars supporting the structure over the kitchen. 
Although the predominant colors are blue and yellow, 
closer examination reveals a spectrum.  

Mattingly designed the tiles and specified the pattern in 
which they would be laid out.  

“All the tiles are Fire Clay, and they are very green 
(recyclable),” she says. 

The stonework includes laying about 13 tons of Arizona 
Sedona flagstone.

The stonework includes laying about 
13 tons of Arizona Sedona flagstone.
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(continued on page 26)
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OUT WITH THE OLD. IN WITH THE NEW.
New interior doors & closet doors transform your entire home!

(888) 453-9848
BayAreaDoorInstallation.com

“You could see the results

immediately. Best money

I’ve ever spent on our home!”

SIMPLE 3 -STEP PROCESS

1. Select Your Designs 

2. Custom Measuring  

3.  Two-Hour Installation

*5-door minimum order. Some restrictions may apply, call for details. Each HomeStory location is independently owned. License No. 740587

&& closet doors transform y

PACKAGE SALE!

$249
PER DOOR* 

FLUSH DOOR SALE!

$198
 PER DOOR*

3130 Alpine Road  Portola Valley 
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts

Best Nursery,  
Gifts & Novelty

2014

Full Service Nursery  
and Premiere Home Decor
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The strolling areas are enhanced by low-water and low-
maintenance plantings. “The garden tends toward saturated 
color and strong contrast between texture and form,” Bayer 
says. To this end, she incorporated flowering herbaceous 
plants such as agastache and salvias — and lavender, which 
blooms three times a year.

“The plant selections are quintessential California.” 
Flowering stonecrops and adjuga, with its glossy leaves, are 
sprinkled throughout to unify the beds. Ornamental grasses 
add lushness.

Since the courtyard gets strong sun, Bayer planted a Catalpa 
tree. 

“The only trees that were here originally are the citrus 
and the olive,” she says. The olive trees, as if straight out of 
central casting, stand on either side of the visual frame for the 
Mission Revival-style pool house situated toward the back of 
the property.

“We wanted to curve the front of the pool house because 
it is contiguous with the original curved adobe brick wall, as 
was the former pool house,” Mattingly says. “We couldn’t get 
bricks with the same dimensions as the old mud bricks, so we 
used pilasters at either end to compensate.” The new bricks 
do not “ooze” mortar as do the originals, but the white paint 
unites them. 

The central element of the front of the pool house is a foun-
tain with a water spout set in a tree-of-life tile pictorial. The 
base of the fountain is a tile-topped half octagon that echoes 
the koi pond. Six blue-trimmed windows are equally distrib-
uted over four blue-trimmed double doors. 

“I love the White Princess granite thresholds,” Bill Webbe, 
estate manager and contractor, says.

Webbe says that they had to dig 13 feet for the foundation, so 
deep that they had to create temporary stairs. The pool house 
is divided equally between the storage basement and the main 
floor. The latter consists of a great room with kitchen, bed-
room and two bathrooms. Both baths, as well as the fireplace 
surround and the kitchen counters and backsplash feature 
colorful tile, and whimsical turtle, frog and and fish tiles pop 
up in the bathrooms as they do in the fountain and pond. The 
floor is terra-cotta tile.

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Resources:
Architect: Judith Mattingly, Mattingly Thayer Architecture, 
San Francisco, 415-431-2848, matharch.com 
Landscape architect: Jenna Bayer, Jenna Bayer Garden 
Design, Inc., Mountain View, 650-988-9600, jennabayer.com 
Tile contractor: Del Rio Stone, Menlo Park, 650-473-9303, 
delriostone.com

Goal of project:
Create a courtyard, pool 
house, barbecue and outdoor 
kitchen

Unanticipated issues:
Tile delivery from Vietnam 
was delayed; the curved 
foundation of the pool house 
was tricky.

Year house built: 1940s

Size of home, lot:
2.5-acre lot, 2,600-sq-ft pool 
house

Time to complete: 
8 months design, 14 months 
construction

The pool house includes a great room, kitchen, bedroom and two bathrooms.

This tile backsplash echoes the hacienda style of the entire property.

“The property sure looks a lot better now from Google 
Earth,” Farmwald says. H&G

Peaceful refuge
(continued from page 26)
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Bring Summer Home
Celebrate this season with our all new Ventana collections.  

Natural, comfortable, and designed for California living.  
Now in stock at Terra Patio and Garden.

Mountain View Store:
1064 W. El Camino Real
(Located between Castro Street & Shoreline on El Camino)
Open: Monday - Saturday 10-6; Sunday 11-6
(650) 969-2200
terrapatio.com

Luxury Outdoor Living
Terra Patio & Garden
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A few yellow-flowering plants 
can create magic and alchemy 
in a garden

by Dawn Engel, APLD

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

Slash your water bill and add 
property value with our high-quality 
synthetic lawns!

Our eco-friendly, chemical-free  
synthetic lawns give you a lush,  
mow-free, weed-free space.

Family-owned PolyGrass has  
a low price guarantee, 25 years  
of experience and an 8-year warranty.

All PolyGrass products are proudly 
made in the USA.

We Offer 0% Financing for 12 Months.

According to a recent survey of 2,000 people 
by a University of Maryland sociologist, yellow 
is one of the least popular colors, with only 5 
percent of men and 6 percent of woman naming it 
as their favorite; the only color to fare worse was 
mauve, and let’s be honest: Mauve had it coming. 
in my job as a landscape designer, I often ask cli-
ents to tell me what colors they don’t want in their 
gardens. Can you guess the No. 1 one answer to 
that question?

 Why is yellow not the most popular color on the 
planet? I honestly don’t know! Yellow is my hands-
down, all-time, feel-good favorite color. It’s impos-
sible to be in a lousy mood with yellow around. 
Yellow is like one of those annoyingly optimistic 
friends that makes you laugh when you just want 
to whine and moan. Yellow is all sunshine-y hap-
piness, but conversely, it can also signal caution, 
danger, jealousy and fear. Yellow’s dual personal-

Are you looking for a way to add 
some pop to your garden?  

The simplest way to do that is to add 
some bright yellow flowering plants. 

Not a huge fan of yellow, you say? 

Well, you are not alone. 



home + garden design | Summer 2015  29

Yellow Achillea ‘Moonshine’ brings out the best in purple Salvia clevelandii.

Pruning & Maintenance

www.cityarborist.com
Arborist@CityArborist.com

City Arborist Tree Care delivers detailed 
specifications before every tree service job, so you 

know what to expect, how long it will take,  
and when workers will be present.  

Call for a free consultation and estimate:  
650-321-2795

325 Sharon Park Drive, # 646
Menlo Park  •  (650) 321-2795

Try us and see the difference

Mention this ad for  

10% OFF
New clients only. Valid when presented 
at time of estimate. Not valid with any 

other offers. Expires 1-10-16.

Specializing in All Phases 
of Professional Tree Care:
•  Trimming & Pruning

• Tree Removals 

• Crown Reduction

• End Weight Pruning

• Spraying & Feeding

•  Stump Grinding & Removal

ity makes it all the more mysterious and enchanting to me. 
What other color can make a person feel joyful, elated, and 
on the verge of a panic attack — all at the same time? Yellow 
makes you feel things! How awesome is that?

Don’t feel bad if you aren’t inspired to create an all-yellow 
garden just yet. I’m going to suggest baby steps: You only need 
a few yellow-flowering plants to create magic and alchemy in 
your garden. The best thing about yellow is that a little goes a 
long way. Yellow has a “halo” effect on surrounding colors: It 
illuminates them in the same way that a ray of sunlight does. 
The warmth reflected off a yellow flowering plant can make its 
neighbors look more alluring and complex. For example, one 
of my favorite pairings in the garden is bright yellow Achillea 
‘Moonshine’ mixed with purple Salvia clevelandii. Along with 
being complementary, the purple of the salvia and the yellow 
of the achillea have a similar saturation, so neither overpowers 
the other. Also, in a wonderful instance of nature’s serendipity, 
they both happen to have the same water needs (super low!) 
and soil requirements (no fancy amendments or fertilizers, 
please!). Imagine the salvia without it’s yellow partner: a bit 
flat and dull, right?

Need another reason to run out and buy some yellow flower-
ing plants? Here’s one: Yellow flowers tend to attract more but-
terflies, birds and bees. A successful garden is one that is alive 
in every sense of the word. Plant a big yellow Abutilon (flow-
ering maple) in a semi-shady corner and watch your garden 
become Hummingbird Masterpiece Theater. Place a spilling 
Lantana ‘New Gold’ in a giant pot near your front door so you 
can enjoy the comings and goings of scads of butterflies. Need 
some other yellow plant ideas to bring these wonderful crea-
tures to your garden? How about some Phlomis, Coreopsis, 
Rudbeckia, Kniphofia, Anigozanthos ‘Yellow Gem’ and of 
course, one of my personal favorites, Achillea ‘Moonshine.’ 
Your garden will become irresistible to humans and winged 
creatures alike.

What’s my favorite reason for sprinkling yellow throughout 
the garden? It’s so happy and fun! Yellow, at its best, is uplift-
ing, radiant and imbued with positivity. What is a garden if not 
a place to make you feel good? Yellow plays well with others 
and will look right at home alongside the classic greens, pinks, 
purples, blues and whites in your garden. Deep, vibrant yellow 
embodies the warmth and vibe of our wonderful state. The 
color yellow brings to mind afternoon-sun-kissed California 
foothills and fields of mustard blanketing an orchard. I can’t 
think of a better way to add a little joie de vivre and sense of 
place to your outdoor environment. H&G

   Dawn Engel is the principal landscape designer and 
project manager for Samscaping, Inc. She is also the 
president of the Peninsula District APLD (Association of 
Professional Landscape Designers). She can be reached at  
dawn@samscaping.com.
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www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

CAMPBELL   408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA   415.924.6691
DANVILLE  925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW  650.964.7212
SAN CARLOS   650.508.8317
16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS
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WINDOW FASHIONS & DESIGN
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RESERVATIONS (866) 655-0370 • WWW.TICKLEPINKINN.COM • 155 HIGHLAND DRIVE, CARMEL, CA 93923

HIDEAWAY.
    Find yourself.

Overlooking the famous Big Sur coastline, 
Tickle Pink Inn attracts travelers from around 
the world to experience this unforgettable ocean 
view hideaway. With our gracious elegance and 
35 luxuriously-appointed rooms and suites, 
Tickle Pink Inn has a name to remember and a 
view you will never forget.


