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MENLO PARK

ATHERTON

MENLO PARK

LOS GATOS

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE
FOR BUYERS & SELLERS

Spectacular Roger Kohler 
 designed home!

New England Shingle style on an oak studded 
lot of approximately one acre provides 

about 8,000 square feet of contemporary luxury living. This 
light fi lled home features many custom fi nishes, hand-crafted 
embellishments and a variety of natural stone throughout.

• Six bedrooms, fi ve of which are bedroom suites
• Seven full baths plus two additional half baths
• Luxurious master suite includes beamed ceilings, 

fi replace with marble surround and raised hearth, 
extensive built-ins, private balcony overlooking lush 
oaks, serene bath with claw foot tub, double shower and 
separate toilet area; huge master closet with window

• Featuring Fabulous Gourmet kitchen/family room, 
top of the line appliances, slab granite counters

• Dramatic dining room with French doors’

• Butler’s pantry, wet bar and wine refrigerator
• Elegant living room with bay windows, niches and 

fi replace with marble surround and marble hearth
• Private Library
• Expansive basement includes wine cellar, media room 

with wet bar, bedroom suite, spacious laundry room 
and extra storage

• Attached three car garage with workshop
• Elevator
• Award winning Menlo Park Schools

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold
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Narrowing the home search
Internet allows more customized house hunting

by Carol Blitzer

It’s 1:30 p.m. on a typical spring Sunday. Sherril Green 
and her husband, Steve Turner, just set their GPS for a 
Palo Alto open house. Today they’re only visiting one 

home that meets their criterion: four bedrooms in Palo 
Alto.

As working parents with young children, Green and 
Turner want to move to Palo Alto to get more space as 
well as on-site school childcare, something not avail-
able in Menlo Park. Since January, the couple has been 
house hunting on the Internet, mostly relying on www.
mlslistings.com.

Ten years ago, when they bought their first home in 
Menlo Park, they didn’t use the Internet.

“It was just a budding service at the time. MLS listings 
came out as listings; you didn’t even see a picture. There 
were no virtual tours, room-by-room photo shots. So we 
would drive around on the weekend and visit 35 houses. 
The only thing we knew about them was they had ‘X’ bed-

rooms and the address,” she recalled.
Today, with a 4- and 6-year-old, they’re taking a more 

focused approach, saving time by pre-screening everything 
from the neighborhood to the inside of the house.

When they’re truly interested in a property, they take it 
a step further and Google the address, occasionally find-
ing court documents that reveal things such as contested 
fence lines. 

“You can find addresses where the community was upset 
because something happened on the street regarding the 
building of another house or a utility issue,” she added. 

Green’s preferred Web site is mlslistings.com because 
she can quickly focus her search.

“Inventory in Palo Alto is not so good right now,” she 
said, with just 10 to 15 houses in their category. “Half can 
be excluded because they have no garage or are on a cor-
ner of a busy intersection.” 

They can also eliminate those that are simply not their 

style or see whether the interior has been updated since 
1970.

Eventually they found Realtor Elaine White with Cold-
well Banker, who was representing the seller of a house 
that was on the ‘Net.

“I was interested in the house over in Barron Park. I sent 
her an e-mail,” Green said, adding that she then met White 
at the house and chatted. 

“The next time we wanted to see a house where we 
needed an agent to get in, I called Elaine White. We’ve 
actually bid on a house with her,” she said. They didn’t get 
the house, but it hasn’t sold yet either.

White e-mails Green and Turner new listings that meet 
their criteria, often with links to neighborhood informa-
tion. That lets them track down schools, public parks and 
libraries and check out the satellite overhead view, includ-
ing how far they are from the nearest freeways.

Green is an associate professor of medicine at Stanford 

(continued on page 6)

Sherril Green and Steve Turner coordinate their home search, using their laptop and their GPS to locate open houses on a Saturday in late March.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

‘Back then (10 years ago), it used to be that every house had multiple offers, five or more, and were 
anywhere from $10,000 to $100,000 over asking price. I don’t get the sense there’s quite the feed-
ing frenzy. I could be wrong. That could change tomorrow.’
              — Sherril Green, house hunter
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Sq. ft. and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. 
However, neither seller nor listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or the purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. Photography Bernard André

MARY GULLIXSON
650.543.1175

650.888.0860 Cell
mgullixson@apr.com

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI
650.917.5800

650.207.2111 Cell
judybogard@aol.com

This exceptional residence, just completed by R.J. Dailey
Construction, enjoys private seclusion on one level acre of
lush park-like grounds just moments from Los Altos
Village. The graceful 3-level floorplan of approximately
12,160 sq. ft. offers soaring ceilings, curved windows and
glass sliding doors. Five bedroom suites, including the
sumptuous master with fireplace, spa-like bath and 
adjacent paneled library. Highlights include a techno-
forward home theatre, adjacent pub-style bar, vintner-

quality wine cave, and an exercise salon. Radiant heating,
scene-programmable lighting, distributed audio, and 
computer connectivity – all designed to nurture moods and
fully support 21st-century networked lifestyles. In addition
there is a fully equipped 1-bedroom guest apartment with
a private terrace, 46 foot swimming pool and spa with pool
cover, oversized 4-car garage, well for irrigation, 20kw 
generator for auxiliary power. Los Altos schools.
Price upon request.

Beautiful New Construction
47 View Street • Los Altos

Video Tour at: www.47view.com
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Spring has arrived and 

400 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

496 First Street, Suite 100
Los Altos, CA 94022

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Ginna Arnold-Lazar
650.330.6201
glazar@lazarhomes.com
lazarhomes.com

the HOUSING MARKET is in FULL BLOOM.

Let Ginna
help pick the 

home that’s 
right for YOU!

Narrowing
(continued from page 4)

Steve Turner, top, checks out the kitchen at an open house 
on Waverley Street in Palo Alto. Below, Sherril Green and 

their daughter, Annah Turner, 4, take a close look 
at the bathroom.
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University and her husband works at a high-
tech company in Sunnyvale, so they want to 
stay fairly close to work. They’ve looked 
on campus but found little that meets their 
four-bedroom criterion in their price range.

Since January, the couple has bid on a 
couple of houses but so far has not scored.

“About three weeks ago we put in a pre-
emptive bid on a house that was not yet 
listed on MLS. The seller turned us down,” 
Green said in late March, although they bid 
close to the ultimate asking price. “They 
wanted to see where they should price it, 
and we were the test drivers. We’re not re-
ally sure. You never know. We may go back 
and say we’re still interested.”

They’re trying not to get invested emo-
tionally in any house right now.

“We try not to get excited about any 
of them because even when we bid on a 
house, we do it knowing it isn’t everything 
we wanted for the money we’re willing to 
spend. That’s something you have to learn 
to deal with; then you’re not too disappoint-
ed when you don’t get the house anyway,” 
Green said. 

Green and Turner have taken a look at 
other Web sites but don’t want to take the 
time to deal with the ones that require con-
stant resetting of criteria (see sidebar). They 
have found houses on Craig’s List and tons 
of linked photos posted on Kodak Gallery 
— and looked through Stanford’s housing 
office as well.

They check out newspaper listings often, 
as well as Coldwell Banker’s online list-
ings.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

‘Inventory in Palo Alto is not so good 
right now...Half can be excluded 
because they have no garage or are 
on a corner of a busy intersection.’ 
            — Sherril Green, house hunter
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City Median Price
2005

2005-2006 % 
Median Change

2004-2005 % 
Median Change

# Homes 
Sold 2006

# Homes 
Sold 2005

East Palo Alto

Los Altos

Menlo Park

Mountain View

Palo Alto

Redwood City

Atherton

Los Altos Hills

Portola Valley

Woodside

$607,000 6.92% 191

$1,625,000

$1,270,000

$911,000

$1,340,000

$850,000

$3,256,410

$2,400,000

$1,805,000

$1,900,000

$1,603,500

$1,255,000

$876,000

$1,300,000

$835,000

$3,000,000

$2,400,000

$1,855,000

$1,825,000

1.34%

1.20%

4.00%

3.08%

1.80%

8.5%

   0%

– 2.70%

4.11%

0.01%

9.12%

352

377

316

516

570

102

96

59

60

398

451

402

532

715

103

133

91

97

15524.13%

16.62%

28.72%

13.03%

13.04%

15.17%

13.74%

15.87%

Single Family Home Sales

*Information from the Silicon Valley Association of Realtors (SILVAR) from REInfoLink

$649,000

Median Price
2006

‘We try not to get excited 
about any of them because 
even when we bid on a house, 
we do it knowing it isn’t 
everything we wanted for the 
money we’re willing to spend. 
That’s something you have 
to learn to deal with; then 
you’re not too disappointed 
when you don’t get the house 
anyway.’

— Sherril Green, house hunter

This Palo Alto home on Addison Avenue was offered for 
$4,995,000 in March.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

Entry level was $759,000 on Stanford Avenue, Palo Alto, in 
March.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

Near the top of Menlo Park’s market was this home on San 
Mateo Drive, offered for $3,550,000 in March.

Veronica W
eber

Entry level in Menlo Park in March was $549,000 for this three-
bedroom, two-bath home on Madera Avenue.

Veronica W
eber

City Median Price
2006

Median Price
2005

2005-2006 % 
Median Change

# Homes
Sold 2005

East Palo Alto

Los Altos

Menlo Park

Mountain View

Palo Alto

Redwood City

$455,000 $470,000 -3.19% 13

$692,500

$765,375

$560,000

$676,000

$529,500

$764,000

$830,000

$540,000

$640,000

$539,500

-9.36%

-7.79%

3.70%

5.63%

-1.85%

55

105

525

171

69

Condominium Home Sales

Atherton $720,000

# Homes 
Sold 2006

62

104

432

142

74

12

 3

2004-2005 % 
Median Change

16.92%

6.13%

19.94%

12.50%

15.52%

18.83%

*Information from the Silicon Valley Association of Realtors (SILVAR) from REInfoLink

n/a n/a n/a n/a



SPRING REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTION • Page 9

(continued on page 10)

COMMITTED •  CREATIVE  • CONNECTED

apr.com   |   MENLO PARK    1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100     650.462.1111

MONICA
Corman

650.543.1164
MonicaCorman.com

Distinctive and attractive 
Woodside property of 
approximately four acres, 
with a commanding 180 
degree view of Woodside 
and surrounding areas, 
and a quiet, close-in 
location. Featuring a 
recently upgraded, 
spacious (approximately 
7,000-square-foot) two-
story home built in 1981.

For further details, call 
Monica Corman.

Just Listed:
10385 Rivercrest Court 
Cupertino

Pending Sales: 
Heritage Oak
Saratoga

17th Avenue
Menlo Park

Guinda Street
Palo Alto

Recently Sold: 
Doris Drive
Menlo Park

Palo Alto Avenue
Palo Alto

Pitman Avenue
Palo Alto

COMING SOON IN WOODSIDE

Spring Real Estate 2007

(continued on page 6)

Sherill Green and her daughter Annah Turner, 4, explore all the nooks and crannies at a recent open house.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

‘I don’t get the sense that the bidding war situation is as intense as it was even 
10 years ago when we bought our house. I actually see houses that sell for the 
asking price and not more.’
              — Sherril Green, house hunter

Compared to 10 years ago, Green and 
Turner are finding the home-buying market 
much calmer.

“I don’t get the sense that the bidding war 
situation is as intense as it was even 10 years 
ago when we bought our house. I actually 
see houses that sell for the asking price and 
not more,” Green said. They do sell within 
three or four days of the open house, she 
added.

“Back then, it used to be that every house 
had multiple offers, five or more, and were 
anywhere from $10,000 to $100,000 over 
asking price. I don’t get the sense there’s 
quite the feeding frenzy. I could be wrong. 
That could change tomorrow.”

Like most buyers, the couple is constantly 
re-evaluating just how much they can afford 
to spend.

“You always get the impression if you just 
had another $100,000 you could have bought 
that house. That’s what we feel almost every 
time we look now. The tradeoff is: Could we 
live hand to mouth, month to month, if we 
made those mortgage payments on the extra 
$100,000?”

And, of course, there could just be a whole 
new cluster of buyers competing in the next 
price range.

So far, the plan is to buy a house, then sell 
theirs.

“With two young children and full-time 
jobs, the idea of renting somewhere until 
you buy is not practical,” Green said, even 
though she knows people who have done 
just that. “It’s so disruptive to your daily life: 
we’ve opted to do it the harder way, which is 



Page 10 • SPRING REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTION

&EYLER  BRISCOE

PAT BRISCOE
650.543.1171

pbriscoe@apr.com

RANDY EYLER
650.543.1196

reyler@apr.com
www.randyeyler.com

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

CALL US FOR DETAILS ABOUT

OUR SUCCESSFUL MARKETING STRATEGIES.

180 Greenoaks Drive

ATHERTON

This charming, updated family ranch 
home with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms 
and 3700 sf of living space is located 
in the highly sought after Lindenwood 
neighborhood.  Nestled in the back of 
the beautifully landscaped .92-acre lot 
is a small guest cottage, as well as a 
cabana for poolside entertaining.

Offered at $3,495,000

CHARMING UPDATED RANCH
IN LINDENWOOD

34 Isabella Avenue

ATHERTON

This older, 2200 sf, 2-story Tudor home, 
on a .47-acre oak-stubbed lot in one of 
the most sought after locations in all of 
Atherton, has an extraordinary curb side 
appeal. The current homeowner has 
plans for an extensive remodel and ad-
dition. Menlo Park Schools.

Offered at $3,750,000

STORY BOOK TUDOR
CIRCUS CLUB LOCATION Stanford University, MBA

Real estate agent since 1984

Top-producing Alain Pinel agent 
specializing in fine homes on the 
Mid-Peninsula

EDUCATED

EXPERIENCED

A PROVEN TRACK RECORD

29 Almendral Avenue

ATHERTON

This 4-bedroom, 3-bath home has two 
separate livings units and is well suited 
for an extended family living arrange-
ment.  2,265 sf of living space on a 
6,750 sf lot in prime west Atherton.

Offered at $1,698,000

CHARMING COTTAGE 
IN WEST ATHERTON

NEW PRICE!

Spring Real Estate 2007

Open, open, open. ... Sherril Green and her 
daughter Annah Turner, 4, arrive a little 
early at a recent open house.

(continued from page 9)

‘You always get the impression if you just had another $100,000 you could have bought that house. That’s 
what we feel almost every time we look now. The tradeoff is: Could we live hand to mouth, month to 
month, if we made those mortgage payments on the extra $100,000?’        
                   — Sherril Green, house hunter

N
orbert von der G

roeben

to try and buy with creative financing, then 
sell the house we own.”

Acknowledging that using the Internet has 
taken quite a bit of pressure off, the couple 
still finds the process anxiety-producing, 
worrying that if they don’t drop everything 
and run and look at a house they might miss 
an opportunity. 

Using the Internet to find their dream 
home wasn’t really a stretch for Green and 
Turner, who met on Match.com. 

“It seemed a natural extension, to get mar-
ried and find a house,” she said. Back then, 
she even read Turner’s resume on the Inter-
net, including locating his unfathomable dis-
sertation title. 

“We pre-screened before we met. It all 
worked out,” she added.

As for house hunting on the ‘Net, Green 
said it’s not very unusual in this area, com-
pared to her Midwestern home: “The Web is 
just part of your daily life.” ■

Assistant Editor Carol Blitzer can be 
e-mailed at cblitzer@paweekly.com.
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  Agent portrait by CP Larson Photography.  Photography and ad design by R.Gage.

ATHERTON’S BEST BUY! NEWLY REMODELED 3

BEDROOM HOME SITUATED ON APPROXIMATELY ONE-

THIRD ACRE IN A PARK-LIKE SETTING. EXCELLENT

CURB APPEAL WITH A DELIGHTFUL CARMEL FLAVOR.

OFFERED AT $1,295,000

TRADITIONAL TWO-STORY HOME ON A LOVELY TREE-

LINED STREET. SPACIOUS FEEL WITH 3 BEDROOMS, 2

BATHS, KITCHEN/FAMILY ROOM/GREAT ROOM WITH

FRENCH DOORS TO GARDEN. MENLO PARK SCHOOLS.

CALL FOR PRICE

WHITNEY BARCA JOINED THE BARCA GROUP IN 2006

AND REPRESENTS THE NEXT GENERATION OF REAL ESTATE

EXCELLENCE.

ELYSE AND WHITNEY ARE ESPECIALLY RECOGNIZED FOR

THEIR INNOVATIVE MARKETING AND STRONG NEGOTIATING

SKILLS.  AS A LONG TIME CLIENT STATES: “WE HAVE THE

PEACE OF MIND THAT THE BARCA GROUP WILL ALWAYS

ADD TANGIBLE VALUE TO OUR MOST SIGNIFICANT ASSETS.”
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■ MENLO PARK  Majestic Oaks and Redwoods surround this beautifully landscaped home located 
on one of the most desirable streets in West Menlo Park.  This spacious, remodeled six-bedroom, 
four-bath home combines a thoughtful floor plan with tasteful appointments and quality workman-
ship.  Ideal for comfortable living with a serene atmosphere.  

$3,350,000

SUSAN FURSTMAN
650.529.2900

furstman@earthlink.net

■ PORTOLA VALLEY  Brand new construction - 4 br, 3 1/2 ba. Artist Studio w/ bath. High quality Craftsman 
on a sunny picturesque creekside setting. High ceilings throughout, custom cabinetry, family room, dining room, 
living room/study, hardwood floors, travertine, granite. Excellent family neighborhood, central PV, walking 
distance to schools, town shops and Windy Hill. Incredible value- call Nino for details

Price upon request

NINO GAETANO
650.529.2900

nino@cashin.com

■ MENLO PARK Represented the buyer on this amazing “off market” opportunity. Located on 
a quiet street, this large lot of approx. 13,500 sq ft was highly desired in sought after West Menlo 
Park. The charming ranch home was a 3 bed / 2 bath with original details.

Price upon request

JAMI ARAMI
650.400.5855

jarami@cashin.com

“SOLD”

■ PORTOLA VALLEY Fabulous 1.2 level acres in the center of town.  Easy access to retail and 
business services.  Excellent Windy Hill views.  Call for additional information.

Price upon request

NINO GAETANO
650.529.2900

nino@cashin.com

Sale Pending

■ REDWOOD CITY  Prime Westside Redwood City location.  4 bedroom, 1.5 bath house on extra-
large lot.  A fairy tale street with a country feeling—get close in.  Come and see for yourself!

$1,250,000

ALEXANDRA
VON DER GROEBEN

650.494.8277
info@alexandrafindshomes.com

Sale Pending

3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley 650.529.2900
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PORTOLA VALLEY
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Starting a home search on the Inter-
net can theoretically save time and, 
potentially, money. Some sites are 

really come-ons to hook you up with a real-
estate agent; others help you see the breadth 
of offerings in a specific community — and 
allow you to plug in specifics, such as price, 
to help you narrow your search.

In a February talk sponsored by OPES 
Advisors, a Bay Area financial advisory 
firm specializing in investment management 
(including real estate) and mortgage bank-
ing, Mark Lesswing, senior vice president 
and chief technology officer of the National 
Association of Realtors (NAR), offered in-
sights into how home searches were being 
conducted on the Web. While Lesswing 
was mainly addressing brokers, some of his 
comments were helpful to home-seekers as 
well.

His advice to local brokers: “You have 
to look at what differentiates you and what 
gives you value in your local market. That’s 
something that the national computer-gen-
erated analytics can’t give. They can’t give 
advice when they’re not on the ground in 
Palo Alto.” 

Here’s a list of Web sites and what they 
offer. A pre-test of the sites involved look-
ing for a single-family house in Palo Alto, 
priced between $1 million and $10 million. 

www.mlslistings.com — You don’t have 
to work with a broker to gain access to the 
Multiple Listing Service Web site, which 
shows single-family, condo or commercial 
broker-listed properties on the market in in-
dividual cities. Specific information usually 
includes the address, price, property details, 
photo(s), open-house data and contact in-
formation for the agent. On March 22, there 
were 46 single-family homes listed for Palo 
Alto, including four pending sales. 

www.craigslist.com — Twelve listings 
popped up, but only six were actually in 
Palo Alto. The list included commercial 
property (and one was listed twice). The 
photos are tiny.

www.google.com — Enter “palo alto, ca 
home sales” and you get a list of sponsored 
links (ZipRealty.com, EchelonPaloAlto.
com) as well as a mishmash of individual 
property listings, Trulia, cars for sale, one 
home for sale in Amador County, and the 
home page of the Kusamura Bonsai Club

www.yahoo.com — Enter “palo alto, 
ca home sales” and you get a list of spon-
sored links (ZipRealty.com, paloaltoca.
condohomeproperty.com — where you fill 
in a form and expect a response within 48 
hours), plus lots of other links.

http://realestate.yahoo.com/California/
Palo_Alto — This links to a Prudential site 
and requires signing in with e-mail contact 
before any information is revealed. “Ex-
cellent mapping, if you can find it,” said 
NAR’s Lesswing.

www.Realtor.com — This is the official 
site of the National Association of Realtors. 
Forty-seven properties appeared under the 
original search criteria, but they included 
East Palo Alto. Information included ad-
dresses, property details and estimated 
house payments.

www.propsmart.com — This site re-
quires a much narrower search. For exam-
ple, by entering $1 million to $1.5 million, 
eight listings popped up; between $1.5 mil-
lion and $2.5 million, 19 listings showed 
up, but three were duplicates. The only in-
formation was an address, price, photo and 
map.

www.zillow.com — Again, this site al-
lowed a narrower search, say $1.5 million 
to $3.5 million, where there were 12 list-
ings. Information included addresses, num-
ber of bedrooms and baths, listed price and 
a “zestimate” of what the house was really 
worth. Although “Palo Alto” was entered, 
results included Menlo Park, Atherton and 
Mountain View. One drawback: After you 
click on the address for more information, 

Surfing the ’Net
So many sites, so little real information

(continued on page 15)

Mark Lesswing, senior vice president and chief technology officer for the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors, spoke about ‘The Realtor of Tomorrow: How Technology Is Changing 
the Game’ at a recent seminar sponsored by OPES Advisors.

N
orbert von der G

roeben
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Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller nor
listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. Photography by Bernard André

MARY GULLIXSON
650.543.1175
650.888.0860 Cell

mgullixson@apr.com

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.543.1194

650.888.4898 Cell

bgullixson@apr.com

www.gullixson.com

WWW.1325JOHNSON.COM

MENLO PARK

4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH HOME WITH CHEF’S KITCHEN THAT 
OPENS TO THE FAMILY ROOM. APPROXIMATELY .37 ACRE LOT. 

MENLO PARK SCHOOLS. 

OFFERED AT $3,195,000

WWW.1068UNIVERSITY.COM

PALO ALTO

4 BEDROOM, 3 BATHS ON A LARGE CORNER LOT IN 
DESIRABLE CRESCENT PARK, CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN. 

PALO ALTO SCHOOLS.

NEW PRICE $3,395,000

WWW.12610LACRESTA.COM

1.02+/- ACRE LOT IN LOS ALTOS HILLS

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS! 4 BEDROOM, 2.5 BATH HOME 
PLUS 1 BED AU PAIR APARTMENT. POOL. 

PALO ALTO SCHOOLS.

NEW PRICE $2,795,000

WWW.145DEERMEADOW.COM

4+ ACRES IN PORTOLA VALLEY

LIGHT-FILLED, 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH CONTEMPORARY HOME 
WITH EXCEPTIONAL WINDY HILLS VIEWS.

PORTOLA VALLEY SCHOOLS.

OFFERED AT $4,250,000
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YOUR BEST REAL ESTATE DECISION

Jim Byrnes, M.B.A., SRES
Seniors Real Estate Specialist

650.464.4848

www.jimbyrneshomes.com

COUNTRY LIVING AT IT'S BEST

apr.com  |   MENLO PARK  620 Santa Cruz Avenue    650.462.1111

Three Opportunities In One On 18 Acres

FORGET ME KNOT RANCH, HICKMAN, CA 

Ten Acres In Palo Alto

Presenting an idyllic environment for the estate home 
of your dreams, this sunny property of approximately 
10 acres that BORDERS PORTOLA VALLEY, features 
a vast level meadow studded by heritage-quality specimen 
trees and encircled by lush oak forest. A small orchard 
promises a varied and abundant harvest, while a nearby 
seasonal creek supplies the uplifting sounds of moving 

water. Located on a long, country-lane private road, 
the tranquil home site is just moments from Arastradero 
Preserve, offering more than 600 acres of pristine open 
space threaded by hiking and biking trails. At the same 
time, this desirable address is just moments from major 
commute routes, putting the best of the greater Bay 
Area within easy reach. Completing the appeal of this 

exceptional opportunity is its suitability for a vineyard 
or horse property, plus access to Palo Alto’s highly 
rated schools. Adjacent to Arastradero Preserve! Perfect 
for hiking, biking, horseback riding & walking.  

Offered at $4,900,000
For more information, please visit:

www.arastraderoacres.com 

ARASTRADERO ACRES, PALO ALTO

Unrivaled quality and practical beauty meet in this 
spectacular 4,300 square foot, three bedroom, 3 1/2 bath 
custom Craftsman inspired home. Every detail has been 
considered from the soaring Great Room with it’s two story 
hand set river rock fi replace, to the dramatic tread-lit grand 
staircase, to the large gourmet open kitchen with a full 
walk-in pantry, to the custom tiled pool and large outdoor 
entertainment pavilion serviced by two full powder rooms.

HOME
The remaining 15 acres are the fi nest agricultural land 
California has to offer. The property, surrounded by 
Almond and Olive orchards, is also ideal for a productive 
vineyard with plenty of room for horse or cattle pasture 
as well. The options for the use of this acreage are 
virtually boundless

PROPERTY
With over three acres of the unique estate fully landscaped 
with specimen plants and trees complete with stone 
walkways leading to magnifi cent lawns, entertainment 
areas and refl ection gardens, this property transforms into 
one of Modesto’s most popular revenue generating event 
venues. Entertaining is taken to a new level. The property 
also has a large tin roof barn which includes guest quarters, 
tack room, horse corral, a private offi ce and ample storage 
for classic cars and recreation vehicles.

BUSINESS

Offered at $2,250,000
For more information, please visit:

www.519arlbergroad.com 
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Zinta Zarins is thinking of mov-
ing to the flatlands from Por-
tola Valley, and she’s not using 

the Internet in her home search.
“There’s too much information on the 

Web,” she said at a recent open house in 
Menlo Park. “I view my time as valu-
able. You can’t tell by a picture. What 
people say is so wrong — stunning! 

“I expect my Realtor to weed it out 
for me,” she added, noting her husband 
was out playing golf while she checked 
out potential houses and neighborhoods 
within easy walking distance to coffee 
and other amenities.

“I just want to be independent,” she 
said, noting her Portola Valley location 
requires a car to get anywhere. It’s re-
ally stage of life rather than the house 
that you look for.”

“A lot of people want to do the leg-
work themselves,” said Anne King, a 
Keller Williams, Menlo Park, real es-
tate agent at a recent open house. “They 
have the idea that if they do that they 
will pay a reduced commission. It’s not 
necessarily the case. They lose out on 
someone who can tell about the neigh-
borhood.” 

King’s colleague, Lila Bina, noted 
that agents preview houses, saving their 
clients time. “I’ve seen 20 houses to 
send clients to two, but they’ll be right 
for them. That’s being ahead of the 

Web,” she said.
At a recent series of open houses in 

Mountain View, Palo Alto and Menlo 
Park, house hunters revealed a broad 
range of information-seeking strate-
gies. Some looked at newspaper ads; 
others identified a neighborhood and 
just drove around each weekend look-
ing for open houses. Cheryl Klaimen 
was alerted by the Realtor who helped 
her purchase her home at The Cross-
ings in Mountain View just a year ago. 
Now she’s interested in a larger place 
but doesn’t want to give up the Los Al-
tos schools.

Alan Liang and Erin Sun checked out 
MLS listings and Craig’s List as well as 
individual agent’s sites via links from 
MLS or newspaper ads. 

“It helps narrow the search,” Liang 
said. “MLS lets you see clear-cut op-
tions for price.”

“We like Eichler home style, so we 
looked at (the) Eichler Network (Web 
site) as well,” Sun added.

Intero agent Nisha Sharma, at an 
open house for a three-year-old Sum-
merHill home in Palo Alto, said she has 
a client who goes on REIL.com, Yahoo 
and MLS regularly. She sends e-mails 
to one client who looked by himself for 
a year but who now wants to work with 
an agent. ■

           —Carol Blitzer

Internet search is just one strategy
House hunters use every tool in the box

then return to the list of 12, you have to in-
put all your search criteria again. This was 
very time-consuming. Lesswing noted that 
Zillow is “getting people’s head into the 
game. It’s SIMS for adults.”

www.trulia.com — Twelve listings ap-
peared, each linked to a broker with much 
more specific information on the broker’s 
site, including photo, flyer and contact infor-
mation for the broker. Lesswing noted that 
this site offers a mix of FSBO (for sale by 
owner) and Realtor listings.

www.redfin.com — Eighty-nine listings 
appeared, but they went way beyond Palo 
Alto. When the search was narrowed to $1 
million to $3.5 million, 72 listings appeared 
but were still not limited to Palo Alto. Op-
tions included new listings, unsold for 90+ 
days and fixer-uppers. There was plenty of 
information on neighborhood (by Zip code), 
including education level and percentage 
of households with children. Comments on 
Palo Alto included “distinctive college com-
munity” and “moderate residential turnover.” 
This is a discount brokerage, promising two-
thirds of the commission will be refunded to 
the buyer.

www.lendingtree.com — When you click 
on Home Sales, you are linked to RealEs-
tate.com.

www.RealEstate.com — Your first op-
tion is to pick a Realtor, but you can also fill 
in criteria and get some results. On March 
20, there were 58 listings (most with pho-
tos; none with addresses), including land 
only and condos. For each listing there were 
number of bedrooms and baths, square foot-
age and Zip code, but you could drill down 
for more property details.

http://sf.oodle.com — When entered 
“palo alto, ca, single family home” 10 list-
ings appeared; could not search by price 
range. Some listings were as old as seven 
months, and the information was pulled 
from classified ads in local newspapers.

www.homegain.com — This connects to 
ZipRealty, which listed 63 homes. One must 
register to receive full property details, such 
as address.

www.HouseValues.com — This is a free 
service that offers to find a home’s current 
market value and suggested listing price; af-
ter filling out a form with details about your 
house, you get a message that you will be 
contacted by an agent. (Two e-mails were 
received within hours with a promise of 
an estimated house value; the house value 
came in the next day from an agent in Bur-
lingame.)

www.forsalebyowner.com — This offers 
information on foreclosures and auctions, as 
well as data on the local community (from 
Sperling’s BestPlaces), including medi-
an home price (listed $1,073,000 for Palo 
Alto, years out of date), cost of living index, 
health-costs index, pupil-teacher ratio and 
property-crime index (5 out of 10 for Palo 
Alto!).

www.Streetadvisor.com — The public 
beta-testing version was launched in early 
April. It bills itself as being an “essential 
guidebook to finding the right street, written 
by the people who have lived there.” Tidbits 
range from neighborly spirit to cell reception 
and include cost of living and access to pub-
lic transportation. (When data entered with 
a specific Palo Alto street address on March 
28, the page included no information. ■
           —Carol Blitzer

Surfing
(continued from page 12)
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Barry Lane Atherton • Woodside Drive Woodside • Acacia Drive Burlingame • Avy 

Avenue Menlo Park • Woodhill Drive Redwood City • E.Floresta Portola Valley • 

Dean Road Woodside • Manzanita Way Woodside Brookside Drive Portola Valley • 

Mountain Home Road Woodside • Olive Hill Lane Woodside • Gammell Brown Place 

Santa Clara • College Avenue Palo Alto • San Mateo Drive Menlo Park • Windsor 

Drive Menlo Park • Euclid Avenue Atherton • Bay Laurel Drive Menlo Park • Lake-

mead Way Redwood City • Cordillaris Road Redwood City • Laning Drive Woodside

• Beach Park Blvd Foster City • El Camino Real Atherton • Williams Street Palo Alto

• Annette Lane Los Altos • Forest Avenue Palo Alto • Oak Grove Menlo Park • Santa 

Cruz Avenue Menlo Park Dry Creek Lane Woodside • Chicory Lane San Carlos • Por-

tola Green Circle Portola Valley Waverley Street Menlo Park • Ben Roe Drive Los 

Altos • Vaquero Court Saratoga Afton Lane Saratoga • Violet Lane San Carlos • Ta-

lia Avenue Santa Clara • Quetta Avenue Sunnyvale • Politzer Drive Menlo Park Gar-

barda Way Ladera • Olive Street Menlo Park • Menalto Menlo Park • Mora Drive Los 

Altos • Bowe Avenue Santa Clara • Roble Avenue Menlo Park • Menlo Place Menlo 

Park • Fremont Street Menlo Park • Arbor Road Menlo Park • Barry Lane Atherton

• Woodside Drive Woodside • Acacia Drive Burlingame • Avy Avenue Menlo Park • 

Woodhill Drive Redwood City • E.Floresta Portola Valley • Dean Road Woodside • 

Manzanita Way Woodside Brookside Drive Portola Valley • Mountain Home Road 

Woodside • Olive Hill Lane Woodside • Gammell Brown Place Santa Clara • College 

Avenue Palo Alto • San Mateo Drive Menlo Park • Windsor Drive Menlo Park • Euclid 

Avenue Atherton • Bay Laurel Drive Menlo Park • Lakemead Way Redwood City • 

Cordillaris Road Redwood City • Laning Drive Woodside • Beach Park Blvd Foster 

City • El Camino Real Atherton • Williams Street Palo Alto • Annette Lane Los Altos

• Forest Avenue Palo Alto • Oak Grove Menlo Park • Santa Cruz Avenue Menlo Park 

Dry Creek Lane Woodside • Chicory Lane San Carlos • Portola Green Circle Portola 

Valley Waverley Street Menlo Park • Ben Roe Drive Los Altos • Vaquero Court Sara-

toga Afton Lane Saratoga • Violet Lane San Carlos • Talia Avenue Santa Clara • 

SEAN  FOLEY 
Homes, Estates and Investment Properties

Specializing in Woodside, Portola Valley, Menlo Park, Atherton, Redwood City and Palo Alto

DIRECT: 650.329.6631 CELL: 650.207.6005

SEAN  FOLEY 
Homes, Estates and Investment Properties

Specializing in Woodside, Portola Valley, Menlo Park, Atherton, Redwood City and Palo Alto

DIRECT: 650.329.6631 CELL: 650.207.6005

YOUR ADVOCATE IN EVERY REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONYOUR ADVOCATE IN EVERY REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION
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Spring 2007 snapshot of the market
Internet allows more customized house hunting

by Carol Blitzer

Spring Real Estate 2007

Here’s a snapshot of what was on the market in early March. Each home was offered at 
close to the median price for that community.

PALO ALTO

Address: 482 El Capitan Place
List price: $1,350,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 1,778 sq. ft.
Lot size: 4,500-6,500 sq. ft. 
Date built: 1954
Located in the Ventura neighborhood, on a cul-de-sac with easy access to El Camino 
Real, this contemporary home offers a living/dining room combo, separate family 
room, fireplace in the living room, double-paned windows, radiant heat, indoor laundry 
room and a two-car garage. Schools include Barron Park and Juana Briones elementary 
schools, Terman Middle School and Gunn High School.

LOS ALTOS

Address: 220 Chateau Drive
List price: $1,685,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 2.5
Interior: 2,329 sq. ft. 
Lot size:  .22 acre
Date built: 1965
Within walking distance of downtown Los Altos, as well as nearby Los Altos schools, 
this ranch home features a pool with a slide. A new roof and exterior paint greet the 
visitor. Inside are hardwood floors, an open floor plan, fireplaces in the living and fam-
ily rooms and central air conditioning.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

Address: 1615 Columbia Drive
List price: $995,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 1,240 sq. ft.
Lot size: 4,500-6,500 sq. ft. 
Date built: 1954
Located in the heart of the Blossom Valley/Springer Meadows neighborhood, this 
1950s tract home on a corner lot offers easy access to the Los Altos School District, as 
well as local shopping. Amenities — apart from the friendly neighborhood — include 
a fireplace in the living room, an eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, air conditioning and 
a two-car garage. 

MENLO PARK

Address: 222 Stanford Ave.
List price: $1,295,000
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1
Interior: 1,005 sq. ft. 
Lot size: 4,500-6,500 sq. ft. 
Date built: 1948
Just blocks from San Francisquito Creek and the Stanford University Golf Course, this 
home in west Menlo Park lies on a tree-lined street close to schools. Features include 
hardwood floors, garage and carport, a living-room fireplace and a kitchen with built-
ins.

(continued on page 18)

N
orbert von der G

roeben
M

arjan Sadoughi
Veronica W

eber
M

arjan Sadoughi



Page 18 • SPRING REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTION

Spring Real Estate 2007

EAST PALO ALTO

Address: 1673 Tulane Ave. 
List price: $650,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 1
Interior: 1,010 sq. ft.
Lot size: 4,500-6,500 sq. ft. 
Date built: 1954
This contemporary mid-century home is located on the east side of East Palo Alto, just 
blocks from University Avenue and the entrance to the Dumbarton Bridge. The home 
features partial hardwood floors as well as wall-to-wall carpeting, double-paned windows 
and a laundry area in the garage.

REDWOOD CITY

Address: 2494 Palm Ave. 
List price: $849,000
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 1,210 sq. ft. 
Lot size: 4,500-6,500 sq. ft. 
Date built: 1953
Located in the heart of residential Redwood City, right across the street from John F. 
Kennedy Middle School, this 1950s home on a corner lot is neat, tidy and inviting. Fea-
tures include brick trim on the living room fireplace, hardwood floors, an eat-in kitchen, 
central air conditioning and a skylight.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Address: 230 Wyndham Drive
List price: $1,650,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 4+
Interior: 2,230 sq. ft. 
Lot size: .33 acres 
Date built: 1954
This is a true indoor/outdoor home, with living room and bedrooms facing the back yard, 
complete with its own redwood tree and brick patio. An eat-in kitchen features a brick 
fireplace. Located just off Portola Road, the home is close to Portola Valley town center 
and just down the hill from Windy Hill Open Space Preserve.

(continued on page 22)

(continued from page 17)

WOODSIDE

Address: 324 Glenwood Ave.
List price: $1,999,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3
Interior: 2,360 sq. ft.
Lot size: .25+ to .50 acre
Date built: 1967
Tucked into Woodside Glens, just off Cañada Road, is a roomy rancher with plenty of 
outdoor space for kids to play. Features include a master bedroom suite, partial basement, 
guest quarters, hardwood floors, fireplace and skylight — not to mention the canyon 
view.
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DON DILTZ
Coldwell Banker Top 1% 

Real Estate Broker, Stanford M.B.A.

Direct: (650) 566-5380  •  FAX: (877) 225-6859   •  Website: www.DonDILTZ.com

Call me today 
to consult on 
your personal 
Real Estate 
needs.

2.  Educated: Stanford M.B.A., 
Economics M.S.

3.  Experienced: 300+ Transac-
tions.

4.   Professional team to create:
  a.  Picture Perfect Presenta-

tion for selling,
  b.  Move-in Ready when 

buying.
5.  State of the art internet 

advertising including on 
line fl oor plan and website 
dedicated to the marketing 
of your listing.

6.  For Listings - Exclusive 
Realtor.Com featured home 
sites (Ask me).

7.   Your interests come fi rst; 
good listener.

8.  Proven analytical skills to 
assess market value

9.  Trustworthy, principled, 
tenacious.

10.   Coldwell Banker: Instant 
access to world class market-
ing infrastructure and risk 
management including 
5 experienced staff attorneys.

DONDILTZ
THE SIGN OF PERSONALIZED
 FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE

Top 10 Reasons to Hire Don & His Team in 2007:

Greg Shepherd
Home Inspector

Ryan Saber 
Roofer

Louis Bimbi
Termite Inspector

Nancy Flood 
Transaction 
Specialist

Don Diltz
Real Estate

Broker

Mel Springs 
General Contractor

Jay Saber
Roofer

Larry Klapow, Sr. Vice 
President, Coldwell Banker

Chris Cooper
Stager

Wendy McPherson
Managing Broker, 
Coldwell Banker

Jin Choi, Painting
and General Contractor

Joel Spolin 
Lender

Kathryn Kelly
Escrow Offi cer 

& Manager 

1.   Unequaled 55 point mar-
keting plan to sell your 
home; 10 point negotiation 
plan to get the house you 
want on the fi rst try.
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we are in your neighborhoodwe are in your neighborhood

2989 Woodside Road, Woodside • (650) 529-10001377 El Camino Real Menlo Park • (650) 614-3500

Doyle Rundell Linda Samaha Suzanne ScottBrendan RoyerCarolyn Rianda Matt Shanks Brad Shepherd Nana Spiridon Patty TagerPaul Stock

Ken Reeves Elena RenneAnne Negus Carol ReevesGeorge RangitschJeanne MohlerGary McKaeJim Massey Cathy McCartyMary Jo McCarthy Charlotte Meisel Dan Morgan

Jacqueline Feldman Helen Ferrari-Gonia Meegan Ferrari Larae FioresiChuck Finn Steve Gray Marta Hayes John MarshallGeoff Hoffman Stella Kitzmiller Barbara KlemGita Kashani Maureen LoveJanet Lawson-Burr

Lynn Carteris Lilly Chow Katherine ClarkKristin Cashin Brian Castile Camille Eder Michelle EnglertJoann BedrossianCarol Bartlett Susan Berry Tom Boeddiker Dana Cappiello Joe CarcioneElena Berry

Chris Younger Barbara Silverberg
Manager

Jennifer WhelanVivian VellaKaren ThutKimm TerpeningKathy TemplinJanise Taylor
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Offered at $1,825,000

JUST LISTED

LOS ALTOS HILLS

Address: 28446 Christopher Lane
List price: $2,400,000
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 4+
Interior: 3,183 sq. ft. 
Lot size: 1+ to 2.5 acres
Date built: 1975
Tucked into the hills overlooking Silicon Valley, this two-story home boasts three fire-
places — in the living room, family room and master bedroom. Other highlights: vaulted 
ceilings and stone fireplace in the living room, an office and a bonus room, hardwood 
floors, a terraced back yard and a greenhouse. Just off Page Mill Road, with easy access 
to I-280, the acre-plus location on a cul-de-sac is just minutes from the Arastradero Open 
Space Preserve.

ATHERTON 

Address: 4 Fennwood Drive
List price: $3,499,000
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 4+
Interior: 4,230 sq. ft. 
Lot size: 1+ acres 
Date built: 1950
Through the wrought-iron gate, one enters this low-slung, spacious, contemporary home, 
located just off Glenwood Avenue, near Middlefield Road and not far from Holbrook-
Palmer Park. The home is very private on its acre in a quiet cul-de-sac. Grounds include 
a gated pool with an automatic cover. An open floor plan offers expansive views of the 
front and back yards from living room, dining room and kitchen.

Assistant Editor Carol Blitzer can be e-mailed at cblitzer@paweekly.com.

(continued from page 18)
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woodsidehome.com

SPECIALIZING IN MARKETING AND SALES IN WOODSIDE, ATHERTON, MENLO PARK, AND PORTOLA VALLE Y SINCE 1994

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Offered at $6,995,000

SOLD*

Atherton

SOLD*

* Represented Buyer

STEVEN LESSARD
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S PREMIER

650-851-2649

Offered at $5,495,000Atherton

Offered at $6,275,000Atherton Offered at $2,935,000Woodside

Offered at $3,100,000Woodside Offered at $4,195,000Atherton

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Hot properties at high end
Solid community wealth keeps market active

by Kate Daly

Local realtors will tell you spring is traditionally the 
heaviest selling season for properties. Blooming 
gardens enhance curbside appeal, and the hectic 

holidays don’t serve as a distraction any more. In the 
mid-Peninsula’s high-end market however, the selling 
season appears to have started early.

For Hanna Shacham with Coldwell Banker in Men-
lo Park, business took a significant turn for the better 
back in November when she sold a $19.7 million house 
still under construction at 70 Barry Lane in Atherton. 

The nine-bedroom/nine-bath house covers about 16,000 
square feet and features a pool and pool house on an 
acre.

The property never made it to the Multiple Listing Ser-
vice, and sold in the “very early stage of construction,” 
Shacham said.

“There’s a strong demand for new construction where 
people can move in, and it has all the amenities,” said 
Tom LeMieux, also with Coldwell Banker in Menlo 
Park.

Last January for example, he sold a six-bedroom/four-
bath home being built on just over an acre at 31 Fairview 
Ave. in Atherton. He first listed the $10.9 million prop-
erty back when it was still in the framing stage. 

“We had a variety of people come through,” he said, in 
the 290 days the house was on the market, then it finally 
sold for close to asking, when potential buyers could 
more readily see features such as the wine cellar, game, 
media and exercise rooms taking shape in the 9,337-
square-foot floor plan.

This home on Barry Lane in Atherton was sold for $19.7 million in November.

(continued on page 26)

‘Eighty percent of the sales in Atherton either involve people moving from 
one house to another within Atherton, or people coming back to the area.’
          — Hanna Shacham, Coldwell Banker, Menlo Park

Jam
es Sm

ith



SPRING REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTION • Page 25

Yarkin Realty • 152 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94301 

Founded in Palo Alto over 50 years 
ago, Yarkin Realty offers local and 
personalized real estate services.

An in-depth understanding of Bay 
Area neighborhoods and communities, 
combined with years of consistent 
success in the real estate market, 
insures the best possible results for 
buyers and sellers in their transactions.

Repeat clients and personal referrals 
are the company’s core business — a 
true measure of customer satisfaction. 
Please call regarding any real estate 
questions you’d like to discuss. You’ll 
appreciate the local knowledge, integrity 
and personalized results.

For more information about current  
real estate trends, or a free analysis of 
what your home may be worth, contact:

Don Yarkin, Realtor

Integrity • Knowledge • Results

1437 Pitman Avenue, Palo Alto
4 bd / 3 ba • Offered at $1,699,000

140 Pineview Lane, Menlo Park
3 bd / 2 ba • Offered at $1,695,000

2860 Taft Avenue, Santa Clara
4 bd / 2.5 ba • Call for price

707 Bryant Street #209, Palo Alto
2 bd / 2 ba • Asking price: $749,000

Call 650•833•1337
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26937
Almaden

Court

L O S
A LT O S
H I L L S

Estate
Seclusion,

Resort
Amenities

• 4 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms
• Resort atmosphere with breathtaking

Bay views on hilltop residence
• Approximately 4,035 square feet of

living space
• Approximately 1-acre of lush property

secluded on a quiet cul-de-sac
• Inviting family room with built-in

media center
• Soaring living room anchored by

a fireplace
• Stunning granite-finished chef's

kitchen with center island
• Master suite with whirlpool tub

plus steam shower
• Temperature-controlled wine cellar
• Slate entertainment terrace, spa, and

sparking Pebble Tec swimming pool

Offered at
$3,599,000

DIRECT: 650.917.7983 EMAIL: vicki@vickigeers.com WEBSITE: www.vickigeers.com

Premier Property by Vicki Geers NEW PRICE!

Contrast that long wait to make a sale with an-
other new home in Atherton that sold recently in 
about a month. He said the new construction at 
246 Polhemus Ave. was listed at more than $11 
million and went for “somewhere in the tens.” 

At the upper end, “we’re seeing a very active 
market, and it just proves the amount of wealth 
out there,” LeMieux said.

He predicts the new two-story six-bedroom/
four-bath 10,100-square-foot home situated just 
down the street at 279 Polhemus Ave. could go 
quickly, too. Just listed at $12.5 million by Alain 
Pinel Realtors, “it has very nice finishes,” he 
noted.

LeMieux studies sales-price trends in Ather-
ton, and publishes a newsletter that shows 13 
houses in the $7-10 million range sold in 2006, 
compared to nine the year before, whereas seven 
houses over $10 million sold in 2006, compared 
to only four in 2005.

In the upper price range, “I see some strong 
demand for all of last year, and it appears to be 
continuing this year,” he said.

“There’s a high demand and low supply, and 
that keeps pressure on the price,” he added.

“It’s a tight market. I have a number of buyers 
looking, but there’s nothing to buy,” said Scott 
Dancer with Coldwell Banker in Woodside. 

“I get calls all the time. There’s a pool of buy-
ers out there who are always looking for the right 
product,” he added. 

Right now, he’s hoping a call will come in 
searching for what he calls “one of Northern Cal-
ifornia’s premier estates” — his $28 million list-
ing near Menlo Country Club.  The large French 
chateau-style estate on five acres is also known as 
Le Soleil, the former Crosby mansion.

Hot properties
(continued from page 24)

This home on Isabella Avenue in Atherton has been listed since September for more than $15 million.

At the upper end, ‘we’re seeing a very active market, 
and it just proves the amount of wealth out there.’
       — Tom LeMieux, Coldwell Banker, Menlo Park
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HO M E WO R K!
Buying or selling a home is one 

of the most critical decisions you

will face. So it makes sense to

“do your home work” and pick

the right agent. Julia Keady, has 

the experience, enthusiasm and

negotiating skills to help both 

buyers and sellers navigate their 

real estate transaction.

Julia handles eash client with

respect. Listening and com-

munication are the top of her

list when it comes to working 

with clients. Julia’s 20 years of

business is a testimonial that she

“has it right”.

Direct 650.678.5430
Office 650.469.7333
Email Michael@Realtors4Life.com

Making Real Estate a
Pleasurable Experience

Michael S. Teymouri
Your Realtor for life

www.Realtors4Life.come

"The house we ended up purchasing was not even
on the market. Michael used his creativity and network of

associates to find our home. We will unequivocally recommend
Michael to anyone that is looking for a Realtor in California."

Carl and Ana E., Clients, Los Altos

"Mr. Teymouri provided service above and beyond
the call of duty. He has shown excellent insight
in ALL aspects of property transactions."
Conrad G., Client, Cupertino

"You are not only very
knowledgeable about real estate,
but you are gifted with such a fine
people skill that is hard to find."

Eva P., Realtor, Los Altos

A portion of each commission earned is donated to a charitable fund of our client's choice.

Exclusive and
enhanced services:

Painting

Landscaping

Staging

Remodeling
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Dancer has advertised the property with 
a big color spread in Gentry magazine, and 
expects a bona-fide buyer will come along 
soon, because he has been showing the prop-
erty for more than five months, and his expe-
rience shows “if something is priced right, it 
should be sold within the first six months.”

The price just dropped on the 7,523-
square-foot six-bedroom/four-bath house at 
1055 Forest Ave. near downtown Palo Alto. 
Located on more than three quarters of an 
acre with a pool, the property has sat on the 
market for several months now, and recently 
saw its asking price of $17 million drop to 
$15.5 million. 

Angelique Elmengard with Intero Real Es-
tate Services in Los Altos is pleased to have 
just sold the property at 13902 Campo Vista 
Lane in Los Altos Hills for close to the list-

ing price of $15.5 million. The seven-acre 
parcel with a two-bedroom guesthouse and 
foundation for a new home, sat on the mar-
ket for more than a year. She said several 
offers came in over time, with some custom-
ers waiting to find out about the possibility 
of subdividing, then a local man swooped 
in with plans to build “an estate for him and 
his family.”

For her the sale depended on “finding the 
right buyer for the property, who saw the 
potential on this last large piece close to 
town.”

Further proof that sales are picking up, at 
about the same time that transaction took 
place, Shacham said she sold a classic Tudor 
in Old Palo Alto for $6.85 million that was 
originally listed at $7.9 million. The Realtor 

(continued on page 28)

This more than 9,000-square-foot home in Atherton was sold for close to the $11 million 
asking price, before construction was completed.
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www.nickgranoski.com

had a prior history with the four-plus bedroom 
home with a pool on more than half an acre at 
330 Santa Rita Ave.

“I sold it to my client in September 2005, then 
we leased it again in September 2006. ... There 
were several people strongly interested” in buy-
ing, and it went under contract this last Febru-
ary.”

Shacham says she is usually pessimistic about 
the upscale market, but after closing some big 
deals lately, is feeling quite optimistic. 

“It just goes in cycles, there is so much money 
in the valley,” she said. 

She is hopeful she will see serious interest in 
her $15.95 million listing at 168 Isabella Ave. in 
Atherton that has been for sale since last Sep-
tember. The six-bedroom/five-and-a-half bath 
home boasts staff quarters, a guesthouse, pool 
and tennis court on nearly two acres across the 
street from the Menlo Circus Club.

Shacham’s observation is that 80 percent of 
the sales in Atherton either involve people mov-
ing from one house to another within Atherton, 
or people coming back to the area.

Dancer agrees that there is a familiarity factor 
involved. He said most of his high-end clients 
already live on the Peninsula or in San Fran-
cisco, because many people moving here from 
elsewhere have a hard time getting used to the 
Bay Area’s inflated prices.

He heard about a large property on Hooper 
Lane in Woodside selling for upwards of $45 
million. The estate was “quietly rumored to be 
for sale for two years,” and sold some time last 
year for an undisclosed amount, he said.

When rumors like that circulate, the buzz just 
keeps on growing about how hot properties are 
right now on the Peninsula. ■

(continued from page 27)

Palo Alto’s highest-end home, at 1055 Forest Ave., is on the 
market for $15.5 million, down from $17 million.

N
orbert von der G

roeben

At the high end this year in Woodside is this home at 45 Robert 
Drive, offered for $7,950,000.

M
arjan Sadoughi

This classic Tudor at 330 Santa Rita Ave. in Palo Alto was re-
cently sold for $6.85 million, down from a $7.9 million ask.

M
ark Stader

‘It’s a tight market. I have a number 
of buyers looking, but there’s 
nothing to buy. ... I get calls all the 
time. There’s a pool of buyers out 
there who are always looking 
for the right product.’
       — Scott Dancer, Coldwell Banker, Woodside
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Atherton... Exquisite Atherton estate 
with stunning craftsmanship through-
out. 7 bedrooms, 8 full baths, 3 half 
baths.

$9,980,000

Bonnie Newson 
&

Karen McDermott

650.543.1202
bnewson@apr.com

kmcdermo@apr.com

Atherton... Designed with attention to 
detail and crafted with an abundance of 
fine finishes, this beautiful Atherton resi-
dence is set behind a gated entrance on 
a private cul-de-sac.

$7,900,000

Quetzal Grimm 
&

Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com

Palo Alto... Ten acres in Palo Alto.  Ideal 
environment for the estate home of your 
dreams. Perfect for horses stables, and 
vineyards. Palo Alto Schools. 

$4,900,000

Jim

Byrnes
650.543.1172
jbyrnes@apr.com

Woodside... Property of 4+/-acres, with a 
commanding 180 degree view of Woodside 
and surrounding areas. There is a spacious 
7000+/-sf, two-story home. The property 
has a quiet, convenient, close-in location.  

Price Upon Request

Monica
Corman

650.543.1164
mcorman@apr.com

Palo Alto... Beyond a stone walkway and 
through professionally landscaped gar-
dens, stunning features unfold through-
out this custom 4 bd/3ba French style 
home. 

$3,995,000

Samia

Cullen
650.543.1208
scullen@apr.com

Atherton... Elegant contemporary home 
on a park-like 1.07+/- acres. 6 bd/4 ba, 
pool, Menlo Park schools. Spacious 
master suite, formal LR and DR with 
panoramic views of yard.

$3,499,000

Courtney 
Charney

650.543.1239
ccharney@apr.com
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MENLO PARK  620 Santa Cruz Avenue  650.462.1111  |  MENLO PARK  1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100  650.462.1111

WOODSIDE  2930 Woodside Road  650.529.1111

   APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SOLD

SOLD
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Palo Alto...Enjoy sophisticated indoor/
outdoor living at this 5bd/2.5ba on 
19,614+/-sf lot in Old Palo Alto. A must 
see!

$2,998,000

Jolaine 
& Jack 

Woodson
650.543.1229

jackwoodson@apr.com

Atherton...4bd/5.5ba, DR, LR, great 
room, gourmet kitchen, guest house w. 
sauna. Gourmet kitchen w. state-of-the-
art appliances, granite counter tops, and 
custom cherry cabinetry. Out back you’ll 
find a golfer’s paradise putting, chipping 
& sand trap.   $2,875,000

Katsi

Nousiainen
650.543.1215
katsi@apr.com

Los Altos Hills...Warm and elegant 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bath home situated on 
a beautifully landscaped 1.23 +/- acre 
lot.

$2,295,000

Rich 

Bassin
650.543.1197
rbassin@apr.com

Hickman...Elegant Country Living. 
3bd/3.5ba, 4,300 +/-sf Craftsman in-
spired home on 18+/- acres.  Every 
detail considered. Options for use are 
boundless!

$2,250,000

Jim

Byrnes
650.543.1172
jbyrnes@apr.com

Woodside...3bd/2ba, dramatic LR/DR. 
Guest house. Pool and spa. Spectacu-
lar grounds. Privacy. Tranquil setting. 
Custom kitchen. Many extras. Great 
home for entertaining. 

$2,200,000

Barbara 
Smith

650.543.1191
bjsmith@apr.com

Menlo Park..Updated 3bd/3.5ba on 
quiet cul-de-sac setting atop Sha-
ron Heights with views! Private deck 
with Hot Springs Spa. Versatile floor 
plan on over 1/3+/- acre. Las Lomitas 
schools. $2,000,000

Joe 

Merkert
650.543.1156

jmerkert@apr.com

  REDUCED

$700,0000

MENLO PARK  620 Santa Cruz Avenue  650.462.1111  |  MENLO PARK  1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100  650.462.1111

WOODSIDE  2930 Woodside Road  650.529.1111

   APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SOLD

SOLD
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Stanford... Country English Elegance - 
4bd/3ba,  2,705+/-sf home on 15,246+/-
sf lot. Excellent central Stanford loca-
tion.  Stanford faculty and staff only. 

$1,988,000 

Jim

Byrnes
650.543.1172
jbyrnes@apr.com

Menlo Park... Cape Cod style home
offering large kitchen opening to
family room, his and hers closets in 
master suite and well manicured front 
and backyards.  

$1,900,000

Menlo Park... Spacious 4bd/3ba home 
with large kitchen, bonus room and 
much more. Represented the buyer.

$1,900,000

Mani
Razizad

650.543.1168
mrazizad@apr.com

Redwood City... Handsome 4bd home, 
privately located on a quiet cul-de-sac. 
Formal marble tiled entry, sep. dining 
rm, expansive kitchen/bonus room.

$1,749,000

Susan
Clay

650.543.1160
sclay@apr.com

Menlo Park... Enjoy bay views from 
many areas of this spacious town 
home. Close to neighborhood shop-
ping,  hospitals and schools. (Repre-
sented the Buyer.)

$1,695,000

Joe 

Merkert
650.543.1156

jmerkert@apr.com

Woodside... Welcome to the 4bd/2.5ba 
Classic California Ranch quietly situ-
ated on a one half acre(mol)parcel at 
the end of a cul de sac.

$1,679,900

    SOLD  W
ITH 

4 OFFERS

SOLD

MENLO PARK  620 Santa Cruz Avenue  650.462.1111  |  MENLO PARK  1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100  650.462.1111

WOODSIDE  2930 Woodside Road  650.529.1111
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Quetzal Grimm 
&

Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com

Valerie
Dakin

650.434.4310
vdakin@apr.com

   COM
ING    

     SOON

SOLD
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Los Altos... Spacious 4bd/3ba Spanish 
style home, large separate living and 
dining room with kitchen that opens 
to family room.

$1,579,000

Redwood City... Located in desirable 
Edgewood Park, this spacious and re-
cently remodeled 4bd/3ba Craftsman 
style home offers separate LR and DR 
and master suite

$1,579,000

Quetzal Grimm 
&

Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com

Menlo Park... Traditional four bedroom 
home in the Las Lomitas School District. 
A formal entry and generous living room 
give this home its gracious appeal.  A 
bonus office, separate dining area, den 
and large yards. Price Upon Request

Chris & 
Marybeth

Dorst
650.543.1227
mdorst@apr.com

Redwood City... Delightful 4 bedroom 
home on a large lot in a quiet location 
features a spacious front room, hard-
wood floors, newly painted and land-
scaped.

Price Upon Request

Barbara 
Smith

650.543.1191
bsmith@apr.com

Menlo Park... Recently updated 3bd/
2ba home in a fabulous location, close 
to Oak Knoll School, Stanford Univer-
sity, Stanford Shopping Center and 
Sharon Heights Shops. 

$1,440,000

Joe 

Merkert
650.543.1156

jmerkert@apr.com

Menlo Park... Renowned and Award 
winning firm Steinberg Architects 
presents 4 new creatively designed 
top quality homes. Represented the 
buyer.

$1,245,000

Mani
Razizad

650.543.1168
mrazizad@apr.com
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Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com
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Burlingame... Totally renovated 3BR/
2BA home with beautiful hardwood 
floors, crown moldings, LR with gas 
burning fireplace.

$1,189,000

Redwood City... Panoramic views of 
SF Bay. Emerald Hills private wooded 
lot. 15,369+/-sf per designer. Plans for 
3800+/-sf Craftsman inspired home.

$979,000

Susan
Clay

650.543.1160
sclay@apr.com

Menlo Park... 2bd/1ba, 1600+/-sf end 
unit on a quiet cul-de-sac close to
downtown. Hardwood floors, upgrad-
ed granite kitchen, vaulted ceilings,
laundry area, central vac, A/C. Rear
patio. $919,000

Dick

Poe
650.543.1149
dpoe@par.com

Menlo Park... Spacious Townhouse. 
3bd/2.5ba roomy breakfast alcove 
in kitchen. Large living/dining room, 
private patio/garden. Close to down-
town.

$949,995

Susan
Clay

650.543.1160
sclay@apr.com

   COM
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     SOON
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Belmont... Gorgeous gardens provide 
a perfect backdrop for this stunning 
3bd/2.5ba home.  A wooded setting 
adds a sense of privacy and serenity.

$980,000

Roseann
Miller

650.543.1237
rmiller@apr.com

     SOLD    

IN 7 DAYS

Pamela Everett
&

Evelyn Fisher

650.434.4302
efisher@apr.com

Redwood City... Privacy and tranquil-
ity is afforded through a perimeter of 
soaring trees at this 4bd/2ba home 
nestled atop a knoll. Spacious liv-
ing space of 1850+/-sf on a gracious 
15,200+/-sf lot. $979,900

Valerie Dakin 
&

Loren Dakin 

650.434.4310
vdakin@apr.com

650.434.4335
ldakin@apr.com
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Redwood City... Spacious 3bd/2ba 
townhome featuring floor to ceiling 
windows in living room, large kitchen 
opening to family room and dining 
area.

$899,000

Foster City...  Sunny 3 bd/2.5ba town-
home, great floorplan. Valuted ceil-
ings, end unit, private location with 2
patios. Laundry inside and attached 2 
car garage.

$839,516

Nancy Palmer
&

Jordan Palmer

650.434.4313 
npalmer@apr.com

650.434.4322
jpalmer@apr.com

Menlo Park... Adorable 2bd/1 ba home 
with remodeled kitchen and bath. 
Hardwood floors, new windows, 
plumbing, electrical, lovely gardens 
and many more upgrades.

Price Upon Request

Katy Thielke 
Straser

650.543.1204
kthielke@apr.com

Foster City... A great 2bd/2.5ba  town-
home tucked away in Nantucket Cove. 
1620+/- sf with vaulted ceilings and 3 
skylights.

$779,516

Redwood City... Charming 2bd/1ba 
cottage presents a rare opportunity on 
a 6,45+/-sf lot in the wonderful Wood-
side Plaza neighborhood.

$759,000

San Jose... Beautiful new 3bd/2.5ba 
Mediterranean style townhouse close 
to Santana Row.  

$739,415

Monika 
Barycza

650.543.1198
mbarycza@apr.com

MENLO PARK  620 Santa Cruz Avenue  650.462.1111  |  MENLO PARK  1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100  650.462.1111

WOODSIDE  2930 Woodside Road  650.529.1111

   APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SOLD

Quetzal Grimm 
&

Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com

Quetzal Grimm 
&

Diane Chesler

650.434.4330
quetzal@apr.com

650.434.4321
dchesler@apr.com
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Nancy Palmer
&

Jordan Palmer

650.434.4313 
npalmer@apr.com

650.434.4322
jpalmer@apr.com

SOLD
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by Carol Blitzer

Lost — but not forgotten
— neighborhoods

Ask someone on the Peninsula where 
he or she lives, and the answer will 
probably begin with the city. Then 

might come the neighborhood, usually de-
fined by those you live nearest to, where 
you shop, where the kids go to school. It’s 
more a matter of practice, if not local his-
tory.

But many people live on the edge of a well-
defined neighborhood, separated by geog-
raphy — perhaps a creek — or cul-de-sacs. 
And sometimes, a “neighborhood” is simply a 
block or cluster of homes with years of tradi-
tional celebrations and long-standing friend-
ships.

Each year the Palo Alto Weekly, Almanac 
and Mountain View Voice publish a booklet 
called “Our Neighborhoods.” The following 
are a few of the areas that haven’t quite fit, or 
are now emerging.

Off Embarcadero
Between Louis and Greer roads, just south 

of  Embarcadero, lies a circular street (and 
cul-de-sac nodule) that leads to nowhere. 
Sometimes people turn on Morton Street, try-
ing to take a short-cut to avoid Big Game traf-
fic on Embarcadero — only to discover they 
end right back up on Embarcadero.

Rebecca Passarello bought her three-bed-
room, one-bath home in 1987, and has since 
married, had three children and remodeled 
(and expanded) her house multiple times. She 
thinks the original tract home was built around 
1958 for just over $6,000.

What drew her to Morton Street were the 
home’s large windows, the larger-than-usual 
lot, quiet street and easy access to Highway 
101. The only downside was hearing the free-
way on a calm summer night.

But, what kept her there were the neigh-
bors.

One reason the neighbors are so close is 
the annual block party, which draws in all the 
homes along Morton, as well as Embarcadero 
between Louis and Greer. Neighbors bring out 
their barbecues and kids their bikes, for the 
early fall potluck event. Even kids who have 
grown up and left return to reconnect.

There’s very little turnover on the block, 
short of the usual growing up and leaving. 
Today there are close to 20 school-age kids. 
That’s similar to what it was like when B.J. 
Coleman and her husband moved to the block 
in 1960, where they raised their four chil-
dren. They lived on the side of the street with 
slightly larger lots and custom-built homes. 
Some even sport private wells, mostly used 
today for irrigation.

Today, about half the homes have an added 
second story. “When I moved in, my house 
was the biggest on the block. Now it looks 
like a hut,” Coleman said.

“Though I lost my neighbor of 30 years, I 
got some great ones in exchange,” she added.

Bellview Drive
Toss a ball over the back fence on Morton 

Street into a Bellview Drive back yard, and 
it’ll take quite a while to retrieve it. That’s 
because Bellview — although part backs onto 
Morton Way or Street — is a cul-de-sac ac-
cessible only from North California Avenue. 

The 11 houses were mainly built by Carl 

Wilson in the late 1950s to early 1960s on 
1/6-acre lots; today most are two stories, with 
a variety of finishes, from brick and stucco to 
wood siding and shingles. Tom Harley calls 
the architecture “generic American,” and his 
wife Barbara adds, “nothing elegant. No mar-
ble fireplaces.”

Generations have grown up on Bellview, 
and some are coming back. Barbara and 
Tom Harley’s daughter Carolyn, along with 
her partner and 6-year-old daughter, occupy 
their added-on second story — leaving four 
bedrooms downstairs. The Harleys arrived in 
1975, drawn to the home large enough to raise 
their four children.

Further up the street, Suzanne Jaworowski 
and Shaun Gordon bought her family home 
from her father. 

What originally drew Jim and Rosie Wong 
in 1962 was their desire to own a new house 
— a scarce commodity in Palo Alto then, he 
said. But, what keeps the Wongs on Bellview 
is the sense of community.

After their two children grew up, they se-
riously considered paring down from their 
five-bedroom home, but concluded that what 
they had was far superior to what was on the 
market. Today they enjoy having an office and 
sewing room, as well as plenty of room for the 
visiting grandchildren, who visit every week.

The Wongs were instrumental in starting 
the annual Bellview Drive Labor Day Inter-
national Block Party, once held on July 4, but 
long ago moved to Labor Day weekend. A 
longstanding volleyball game has given way 
to children’s games, as once more there are 13 
kids on the block, mostly under age 8. Shared 
gourmet food at the potluck reflects the home- 
owners’ widely varying ethnic backgrounds 
— with everything from English trifle to Jap-
anese sushi, chopped liver and gefilte fish to 
Indian rice pilaf.

“We’ve always had an interesting ethnic 
mix,” Tom Harley said, noting an African-
American as well as a South American cou-
ple, Israelis and Japanese.

Almost everyone on the block has an ad-
vanced college degree, with three doctors, two 
lawyers and a handful of engineers. 

No one can recall any conflicts. “We’re nice 
to each other,” Barbara Harley said, noting 
that they vie to take in each other’s mail while 
on vacation.

“It’s a nice place to be, to have very young 
children as well as adult activities. All our 
children know what coming home means,” 
she added.
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‘It’s a nice place to be, to have very young children 
as well as adult activities. All our children know 
what coming home means.’
        — Barbara Harley, Bellview Drive resident

(continued on page 36)

Above, B.J.Coleman and her husband raised their four children on Morton Street; today 
she values her neighborhood relationships. Below, Tom Harley and daughter Carolyn 
Harley stroll down Bellview Drive in Palo Alto. Carolyn is a second-generation resident 
who recently returned with her family to the home where she grew up.
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So, where exactly do you live?

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): First Congregational 
Church Nursery School, 1985 Louis Road; Parents’ Nursery School, 
2328 Louis Road; Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
PARKS (NEARBY): Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road; Greer 
Park, 1908 Amarillo Ave.
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, Jordan Middle 
School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: Edgewood Shopping Center, Midtown
MEDIAN 2006 HOME PRICE: Morton Street, Embarcadero Road: 
$948,667 ($875,000-$1,020,000); Bellview: no sales since about 
2002
# HOMES SOLD: 3; no sales
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apr.com  |  PALO ALTO 578 University Avenue  650.323.1111

315 Fairf ield Avenue, 

San Carlos

Terry Rice
Direct 650.207.4142
trice@apr.com

Charming Home with White Picket Fence

This 2 bedroom 1 bath home located a short distance to downtown San 
Carlos has many amenities, including separate dining room, fireplace, 
and inside laundry room. Converted garage is used for an office or play 
room. For the person who enjoys gardening or entertaining, the large 
backyard is perfect. Excellent San Carlos schools.    

Priced at $679,000

505 Hamilton Ave., Suite 100, Palo Alto, CA 94301
Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

Libby McPherson-Mann®
DRE#01457833

Direct: (650) 888-4430
Home Offi ce: (650) 529-0207
Fax: (650) 454-8623

LMcPhersonMann@kw.com
Woodsideestates.net

Spring Real Estate 2007

Blue Oaks
Overlooking vast acres of rolling hills with 

views of the San Francisco Bay is Portola Val-
ley’s newest neighborhood. Two hundred of 
its 270 acres are devoted to open space, with 
32 homes slated to be built on 34 2-acre lots.

In 2003 Jim and Guila Pollock, who got 10 
friends together to reserve lots, were among 
the first to build in the planned unit develop-
ment, which includes a recreation center with 
a pool and dressing room, as well as a com-
munity room in the historic Freeman House. 

Today, just over half the homes are com-
pleted, with another 20 percent in the design 
phase. Close to 500 CC&Rs (covenants, con-
ditions and restrictions) control everything 
from the maximum size of the home (6,000 
square feet) to the amount of grass (1,000 
square feet) or non-native plants (1,000 square 
feet). Even external design comes under close 
scrutiny, with requirements for natural mate-
rials, muted colors and non-reflective roofs, 
said Jim Pollock, who heads the homeowners’ 
association.

“We wanted a smaller home with more pri-
vacy,” Pollock said, of his 4,500-square-foot 
home, with additional basement space for a 
playroom and a gym. They had come from 
Portola Valley Ranch, which he said has eight 
times the density.

“My wife and I have 10 grandchildren and 
we have them up here all the time,” he added. 
The new neighborhood already has a wide 
range of ages, from the late-30s through the 
70s, he said.

Although the CC&Rs restrict where any 
new home may be built — no blocking a 
neighbor’s view — there’s a variety of archi-

tecture represented at Blue Oaks, Pollock said, 
pointing to the tile, composite and shingle 
rooflines. It is unusual to have a personal pool, 
because that cuts back on the allowable home 
square footage.

“All the people here like the outdoors, the 
country-type setting,” Pollock said. And it’s 
hard to beat that view. From the Pollocks’ 
driveway, one can see rolling hills, a forest 
of blue oaks and a neighbor’s play house and 
slide.

A sense of community is slowly building. 
“Last Christmas two or three homeowners had 
parties for the neighbors. ... I suspect more of 
that will happen in the summer as we gather 
around the pool,” he added.

In addition to the 32 homes, the Town of 
Portola Valley retains ownership of land that 
has been set aside for eight below-market-rate 
units. But, so far no one has come forward 
with a concrete proposal to build them, ac-
cording to Leslie Lambert, Portola Valley 
planning manager.

Lost neighborhoods
(continued from page 35)

A
LP

IN
E

R
D.

REDBER
RY

RD.

BU
C

K
M

EADOW

D
R

.

BLUE OA
K

S
C

T.
LO

S
T

R
AN

C
O

S
R

D
.

Santa
C

lara

San
M

ateo

FOOTHILLS
PARK

LOS TRANCOS
WOODS

Guila and Jim Pollock relax next to the stream in their front yard in Blue 
Oaks, Portola Valley’s newest neighborhood.

(continued on page 38)

FACTS
CHILD CARE & PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): Windmill Preschool, 4141 Alpine Road, 
Portola Valley; New Horizons (after school care), 200 Shawnee Pass, Portola 
Valley
FIRE STATION: Woodside Fire Protection District, Portola Valley Station, 135 
Portola Road, Portola Valley
PARKS (NEARBY): Rosotti’s Field; Windy Hill Open Space Preserve
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Portola Valley School District — Ormondale School (K-3), 200 
Shawnee Pass, Portola Valley; Corte Madera School (4-8), 4575 Alpine Road, 
Portola Valley; Sequoia Union High School District — Woodside High School, 199 
Churchill Ave., Woodside
SHOPPING: Nathhorst Triangle, Portola Road at Alpine Road; Village Square, 884 
Portola Road; Ladera Shopping Center, 3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
MEDIAN 2006 HOME PRICE: N/A
# HOMES SOLD: 0
2007 lot listed for sale: $2,195,000

Sam
 Tenney
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Tom Foy’s

Now in Our 43rd Year and
Still Going Strong

Palo Alto isn’t just a branch offi ce for us, it’s

our home. Year after year people trust us to help

with their most important investment,

their home. You too can count on us

for all your real estate needs.

Give us a call today.

Our Roots are Here
Home Sales • Home Purchases • Investment Property • Property Management

Colorado & Middlefi eld, Palo Alto
650-321-1596

www.midtownpaloalto.com

Tom Foy, Broker/Owner

Tim Foy, Broker/Realtor

Jane Volpe, Realtor

Leslie Zeisler, Realtor

Sung Hee Clemenson, Realtor

Lucy Zhou, Realtor

Tim Bogner, Offi ce Manager, Notary

Chris Marino, Loan Offi cer

Coming Soon...

DEBORA “CUTTY” SMITH,
Realtor

650-580-8286
cuttysmith@kw.com • www.cuttysmith.com

3 bedroom, 3 bath 
home in Woodside

PresentingPresenting
The PerfectThe Perfect
Peninsula Lifestyle…Peninsula Lifestyle…

Presented by:

Dominic Nicoli
650.947.4787

DNicoli@InteroRealEstate.com

•  Over $40 Million
sold in 2006!

•  Top 10 Intero agent 
5 consecutive years
(out of 2200 agents)!

New custom construction. 8,100 square foot Tuscan Villa on one acre of prime 
Los Altos Hills real estate. Five bedrooms, fi ve full baths, two half-baths, 

Roman pool and raised spa, gymnasium, private theatre 
and wine cellar.

Offered at $5,495,000

New custom Country Club home lavishly crafted from stone, iron, bronze, Brazilian 
walnut and more. 5,800 square foot Tuscan Villa on a  beautiful 11,325 square foot 

parcel. Walk to Loyola Corners. Seven bedrooms, seven baths, chef-inspired 
kitchen, gymnasium, private theater, wine cellar and more.

Offered at $3,395,000

25721 La Lanne Court 944 Lundy Lane, Los Altos
Los Altos HillsLos Altos Hills Serene Creekside VillaSerene Creekside Villa

SOLD
! OPEN 

HOUSE
OPEN 

SATURDAY
AND

SUNDAY
1:30-4:30

LosAltos94024.com Local Families Helping Local Families LosAltosHills94024.com



Virtual Tour and Documents 
Available On-Line at www.akrealty.com

8 
Fr

ia
rs

 L
an

e,
 W

oo
ds

id
e

Listing Agent:
John W. King

Direct: 650-354-1100 
Cell: 650-483-2710

jwking@akrealty.com

Open Saturday & Sunday

Price upon request

Stunning Views, Sleek Villa Style in Woodside
This exceptional estate-style property offers a contemporary 
interpretation of a sun-drenched European villa complete with 
nearby vineyards and elegant grounds that cater to both active and 
meditative relaxation. Poised on a hilltop that commands to-the-
horizon views in nearly every direction, the home's expansive 
living areas are filled with natural light from dawn to dusk.

Features:
•  Four Bedrooms 

(possibly 5) 
•  3 1/2 Bathrooms
•  Over Three Acres of 

usable land

•  Large Kitchen with 
Granite counters

•  Spacious Family 
Room

•  Beautiful pool 
& spa.

• 3 car Garage
•  Minutes from 280 

and Roberts Market 
•  Award winning 

Portola Valley 
school

Spring Real Estate 2007

ARVADA DARNELL
Top 2% Worldwide

650.752.0709
adarnell@cbnorcal.com

A s a Realtor, I use my 35 years of 
experience to demystify the process 

of buying and selling real estate – helping 
you get more of what you want and 
enhancing your quality of life.  

I provide each of my clients the highest 
quality of service using the most current 
tools and techniques available. My 
approach is to be thorough and diligent, 
bringing all my experience and negotiating 
skills to the table in representing your 
needs.  I consistently serve my clients’ best 
interests now and into their future... 

OPENING DOORS

FOR OVER 35 YEARS. . .

Stierlin Estates
Some call it Stierlin Estates, but others insist 

the real name is Sterling. Few of the original 178 
homeowners still reside in the Mountain View 
tract located between Terra Bella Avenue, North 
Shoreline Boulevard, West Middlefield Road, 
Moffett Boulevard and Highway 85, which was 
built in 1963.

Mary Jo and Jim Williams were attracted to the 
brand-new one-story, double-garaged houses back 
in 1963, eager to escape the foggy weather of their 
San Mateo neighborhood where their kids seemed 
to have constant colds.

With the aid of the GI Bill, they moved in for 
$19,450. “It was very dismal,” Mary Jo recalled 
as she planted colorful spring blooms near her 
front walkway, because they didn’t even include 
front lawns. Although they knew a freeway would 
be nearby, they didn’t know it would be elevated 
— or that cars might someday come flying off the 
ramp to land next to their play structure. Today the 
soundwall from Highway 85 abuts their back yard. 
A representative of Caltrans recently dropped by 
to inspect the weeds and see what could be done 
to tidy up the wall.

Another original owner, Stan Salisbury, said the 
area used to be an orchard. After coming out to 
work at Lockheed Research Lab, he looked for 
about a year before coming across the new homes 
where he raised his four children. He founded a 
homeowners association in 1986, but it’s no lon-
ger active.

Over time, most of the homes in Stierlin (or 
Sterling) Estates turned over and new families 
moved in. Today, there’s a mix of older folks, with 
tell-tale basketball hoops indicating a renewed im-
pact of younger families.

Oon Ong has lived on San Rafael Avenue for 
25 years, raising her two children and caring for 
others in a family day-care home. Originally from 
Burma, she was living in San Francisco when she 
found her Mountain View house. “It’s so conve-
nient. That’s why I never moved,” she said, adding 
that the city of Mountain View is very safe and the 
neighbors are no trouble.

“It’s kind of multipurpose around here,” she 
said, pointing to her eclectic mix of neighbors 
— African-American, Puerto Rican, Japanese, 
Filipino, Vietnamese and Chinese. “You name 
them. You get to meet everybody.”

“When we moved here everyone had children, 
everyone went to the same schools,” Jim Williams 
said. “New parents are moving in, old ones are 

passing on,” noted Ong. But, she added, it’s a 
community where children are not left unattended. 
“Everyone watches out for each other,” she said.

The only “conflict” appears to be over the 
name.

Did we miss yor neighborhood? E-mail 
comments to Assistant Editor Carol Blitzer at 
cblitzer@paweekly.com.
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Mary Jo and Jim 
Williams have 
lived in Stierlin 
(or Sterling) 
Estates since 
1963, in a home 
backing up on 
Highway 85.

(continued from page 36)

FACTS
CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): YMCA of the East Bay/Mountain View Child 
Development Center,750B San Pierre Way
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 195 N. Shoreline Blvd.
PARKS: San Veron Park, San Veron Avenue and Middlefield Road
POST OFFICE: Mountain View, 211 Hope St.; Mountain View Carriers Annex, 
1070 La Avenida St.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Mtn. View-Whisman School District —  Theurkrauf Elementary School, 
Crittenden Middle School; Mtn. View-Los Altos Union High School District — Mountain 
View or Los Altos High School
SHOPPING: Bailey Plaza, Shoreline Boulevard
MEDIAN 2006 HOME PRICE: $868,000
# HOMES SOLD: 1
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Colleen 
Foraker 

Realtor
650.380.0085

Someone who:

Listens carefully

Communicates openly

Is responsive and 
resourceful

Works diligently to achieve 
your goals

Handles all the details from 
start to finish 

Atherton

Palo Alto

Menlo Park

Los Altos

NEED A GOOD REALTOR?

SPRING REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTION • Page 39

Previews Property Specialist
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 P O RTO L A  VA L L E Y
     – An Exceptional Place to Live . . .

1 WINTERCREEK
PORTOLA VALLEY RANCH

• 4-bedrooms, 3.5-baths
• 2 living levels with stunning views
• One-acre lot on cul-de-sac
Offered at $1,949,000

4 VISTA VERDE WAY
PORTOLA VALLEY

• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths plus office
• Remodeled bath & kitchen
• Approx. 1 acre with generous,

usable land
Offered at $2,129,000

8 APPLEWOOD LANE
PORTOLA VALLEY

• 4-bedrooms, 3.5-baths
• 2 living levels with stunning views
• One-acre lot on cul-de-sac
Offered at $2,698,000

C U R R E N T LY  F O R  S A L E  B Y  C E L E S T E

PORTOLA VALLEY SALES THIS YEAR BY CELESTE

• Los Trancos – PENDING SALE

• Buckeye – SOLD

• Ciervos Road – SOLD

• Los Trancos Circle – SOLD

• Cheyenne Point – SOLD

• Saddleback – SOLD

• Cheyenne Point* – SOLD

• Los Trancos Circle – SOLD

• Portola Road – SOLD

* Represented buyer

• Great quality of life
• Abundant open space
• Top-rated schools

• Extensive trails for 
hiking & biking

• Close-in yet worlds away!

Celeste Henzel
  

650.529.8568
chenzel@camoves.com
www.chenzel.com

Sales up 58% in 
1st quarter compared to 
same quarter last year 
and up 90% since 
the 4th quarter. Call 
me for all the facts!

PORTOLA VALLEY # OF SALES

12

21

16

10

19

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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Lyn Jason Cobb

Your Dream Home Specialist

Realtor®, SRES, CHMS
International President’s Elite

650.566.5331
LYNJASON.COBB@CBNORCAL.COM

WWW.LYNJASONCOBB.COM
WWW.WESTMENLOPARK.COM

A successful real estate agent 
needs to be prepared, meticulous, 

and diligent in order to serve her 
clients properly. Lyn Jason Cobb 
is exactly that kind of real estate 

agent. Lyn Jason Cobb has a 
history of making dreams a 
reality.“I am committed to 

finding an effective solution for 
your unique needs and making 
it happen for you and your family.”
Your real estate needs matter.

Call Lyn Jason Cobb.

A successful real estate agent 
needs to be prepared, meticulous, 

and diligent in order to serve her 
clients properly. Lyn Jason Cobb 
is exactly that kind of real estate 

agent. Lyn Jason Cobb has a 
history of making dreams a 
reality.“I am committed to 

finding an effective solution for 
your unique needs and making 
it happen for you and your family.”
Your real estate needs matter.

Call Lyn Jason Cobb.
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31 Fairview Avenue, Atherton
New Bob Owen home and cabaña

Offered at $ 10,900,000

41 Parkwood Drive, Atherton
Over one acre of tranquil grounds in Lindenwood area

Offered at $3,350,000

1888 Camino a los Cerros, Menlo Park
Spacious and elegant residence bordering Atherton

Offered at $2,350,000

642 Webster Street, Palo Alto
Vintage home completely remodeled in prime downtown location

Price upon request

S A L E  P E N D I N G

Coldwell Banker 

#1 Agent 2006, Mid-Peninsula

#8 Internationally

650 329 6645

tlemieux@cbnorcal.com

tomlemieux.com

F O R  S A L E F O R  S A L E

S A L E  P E N D I N G

Menlo Park

Newly constructed 
English country home in 
prime West Menlo with 

5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
and 2 half-baths

C O M I N G  S O O N

Menlo Park

California Ranch-style 
residence with 4 bedrooms 

and 2.5 baths in 
Sharon Heights

Woodside

Excellent opportunity 
in central Woodside 

location, set on 3 acres

To be kept informed about these and other new listings, please email me to be added to my interest list.


