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How much are area 
homes really selling for? 

Editor’s note: In late December the Palo Alto Weekly published Palo Alto Neighbor-
hoods, describing 28 neighborhoods, and The Almanac produced Almanac Neigh-
borhoods, covering 33 neighborhoods in four cities. The booklets included median home
prices for each neighborhood.

Following publication, the Weekly began receiving calls from readers who were con-
cerned that the home-sales data was flawed. So, we tested the data by gathering home
sales from a variety of sources, usually available only to Realtors. J. Robert Taylor of
Taylor Properties, Palo Alto, was particularly helpful.

The readers were correct.
The initial home-price information was supplied by California REsource, a data-

collection service that provides weekly home-sales information — relying on county
recorder offices in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties. When a house is sold, a tax
is paid. When the tax is recorded, it becomes public information. A formula is then
applied to the tax and the approximate sale price can be determined.

But there’s a loophole. Not all homes are included in the county listings because home-
owners can request to have their tax not recorded, for privacy or other reasons. They
still pay the tax, but there is no public record. It seems that the extreme high-end sales
have a higher percentage of such requests than lower-end home sales, lowering the aver-
age sales price.

The REsource data also merges condominium sales with single-family home sales,
further driving down the average “home” sale figures.

The charts below represent an updated, adjusted version of the home prices for
neighborhoods described in the Neighborhood booklets. They will be posted online
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com in place of the earlier charts. The figures do not include
sales where no real-estate agent was involved, but otherwise reflect actual home sales
figures.

— Carol Blitzer

PALO ALTO NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Neighborhood Median home price 2003 Range # homes sold

Barron Park $900,000 $620,000-$2,400,000 35

Charleston Gardens $701,000 $639,500-$757,000 7

Charleston Meadows $735,000 $700,000-$925,000 5

College Terrace $795,000 $425,000-$1,030,000 9

Community Center $929,000 $660,000-$1,725,000 20

Crescent Park $1,175,000 $575,000-$2,349,000 8

Downtown North $1,009,000 $845,000-$1,226,000 6

Duveneck/St. Francis $810,000 $645,000-$1,475,000 31

Esther Clark Park $2,012,500 $1,575,000-$2,250,000 4

Evergreen Park $912,500 $605,000-$1,375,000 4

Fairmeadow $765,500 $640,000-$850,000 8

Greater Miranda $1,045,000 1

Green Acres $1,175,000 $740,000-$2,050,000 12

Greenmeadow $888,000 $665,000-$980,000 17

Leland Manor/Garland $916,975 $650,000-$3,000,000 13

Meadow Park $798,500 $639,500-$1,300,000 16

Midtown/Midtown West $815,000 $600,000-$2,150,000 69

Monroe Park $879,000 1

Old Palo Alto $1,492,500 $594,000-$4,200,000 40

Palo Alto Hills No sales 0

Palo Alto Orchards $740,000 $675,000-$805,000 2

Palo Verde $799,500 $695,000-$1,800,000 22

Professorville $1,700,000 $850,000-$2,550,000 10

Southgate $1,322,500 $700,000-$1,850,000 8

South of Midtown $785,000 $572,300-$2,150,000 36

St. Claire Gardens No sales 0

Triple El $820,000 $785,000-$1,125,000 5

University South $1,195,850 $477,000-$2,550,000 20

Ventura $648,500 $485,000-$900,000 12

JANE KALISH
650.947.4724

JUDY KALISH

BLOND
650.947.4725

Our business
is all about

you!
YOUR HOME:  one of the most impor-

tant places in your life...where your

dreams come true. We are here to help

you achieve your dreams.

We are a high performance team...and a

family...working together...with you and

for you...whatever your real estate needs

may be.

Investments: We can help you build your

financial portfolio – anywhere!

To remodel...or to buy: That is the big

question. We can show you the big 

picture – in either case.

Referrals to contractors: what do you

need? We have a huge team of 

professionals for you...just give us a call.

No. we don’t have a crystal ball, but we

do have experience in this market. 

We have the resources to help you – no 

matter what the issue. Call us for a quick

look at our individualized, personal 

marketing plan for you!

THE KALISH TEAM
INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LOS ALTOS

“Taking Your Business Personally”

PAT KALISH
650.947.4723
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KAREN FRYLING
650-329-6620

karen.fryling@cbnorcal.com

REBECCA JOHNSON
650-329-6676

rebecca.johnson@cbnorcal.com

www.camoves.com/duo

People are talking...
“Who’s that real estate duo we’re seeing 
everywhere?”

“Who collects cell phones so you can support 
Habitat for Humanity?”

“Who rallied the community so you could support 
Toys for Tots during the holidays?”

Karen & Rebecca – that’s who.

WITH 30 YEARS OF

COMBINED EXPERIENCE in

sales and marketing, we have

what it takes to sell your home.

And, as homeowners raising

families in the community, we

are committed to making our

neighborhoods the best place

to call home.

We don’t just sell 
real estate – we care
about the community.

“We owe finding our perfect
home to your enthusiasm,
your good advice, and the time
you took to understand what
we wanted.”

Jeff & Liss

Now
that’ssomething to talk about.

ALMANAC NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Neighborhood Median home price 2003 Range # homes sold

ATHERTON

Lindenwood $2,100,000 $1,250,000-$4,767,000 26

Lloyden Park $1,397,500 $1,229,000-$2,300,000 6

West of Alameda $2,600,000 $1,430,000-$12,900,000 13

West Atherton $2,626,000 $870,000-$7,200,000 33

MENLO PARK

Allied Arts/Stanford Park $1,415,000 $720,000-$2,110,000 2

Belle Haven $422,500 $350,000-$585,000 45

Central Menlo Park $955,000 $727,000-$1,767,000 3

Downtown Menlo Park $785,500 $595,000-$1,440,000 8

Fair Oaks $727,500 $549,000-$1,435,000 4

Felton Gables $1,742,500 $l,685,000-$1,800,000 2

Linfield Oaks $1,017,000 1

Menlo Oaks $1,310,000 $850,000-$3,850,000 9

Sharon Heights $1,497,500 $965,000-$3,850,000 24

South of Seminary $911,000 $789,000-$1,006,000 6

Vintage Oaks $1,990,000 $1,175,000-$2,830,000 11

Stanford Hills $1,010,000 $890,000-$1,115,000 3

Stanford Weekend Acres $874,500 $850,000-$899,000 2

Suburban Park $707,500 $587,000-$925,000 10

Lorelei Manor $654,000 $535,000-$869,000 7

Flood Park Triangle $625,000 $509,000-$875,000 23

University Heights $1,450,000 $735,000-$1,500,000 3

The Willows $818,000 $775,000-$907,000 4

PORTOLA VALLEY

Brookside/Willowbrook $1,380,000 $1,149,500-$2,250,000 9

Central Portola Valley $2,220,000 $1,560,000-$4,450,000 22

Ladera $1,282,500 $849,000-$2,450,000 24

Los Trancos Woods/Vista Verde $877,500 $620,000-$7,100,000 8

Portola Valley Ranch $1,615,000 $1,235,000-$1,999,000 4

Westridge $2,280,000 $1,600,000-$5,749,000 3

Woodside Highlands $1,185,000 $700,000-$1,765,000 3

WOODSIDE

Emerald Lake Hills $1,575,000 $1,270,000-$2,425,000 7

Family Farm/Hidden Valley $2,950,000 $2,750,000-$3,150,000 2

Kings Mountain/Skyline $930,000 $458,000-$4,460,000 13

Mountain Home Road $5,762,000 $2,725,000-$9,575,000 4

Skywood/Skylonda $955,000 $530,000-$1,850,000 11

Woodside Glens $900,000 $825,000-$2,225,000 6

Woodside Heights $1,900,000 $1,340,000-$3,489,000 9

Woodside Hills $1,825,000 $750,000-$2,850,000 14

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN

At the high end of local real estate is this home at 145 Deer Meadow Lane in 
Central Portola Valley, which was offered at $6,950,000 in mid-March.


