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O
n a warm, sunny September after-
noon, Ted Swiecki and Elizabeth 
Bernhardt stepped out of a silver 

SUV in the parking lot of Skyline Ridge 
Open Space Preserve in search of a killer. 

After unloading their gear — a shovel, 
surgical gloves, a camera, plastic bags and 
surveyor’s tape — the pair trudged through 
native bunchgrass, oak forests and shrubs, 
carefully tracking their coordinates on an 
iPad and smartphone. 

Plant pathologists from Phytosphere 
Research in Vacaville, Swiecki and Bern-
hardt are detectives of the plant world, and 
recently, they’ve been searching for the ori-
gin of a deadly disease that has been plagu-
ing plants high above Silicon Valley. Phy-
tophthora (fie-TOF-thora), a fungus-like 
water mold whose name means “plant de-
stroyer,” is every bit as deadly as it sounds. 

Experts worry that it could wipe out 
whole populations of plants and change 
entire ecosystems. By some research esti-
mates, there are more than 100 known spe-
cies of the pathogen worldwide. Swiecki 
and Bernhardt have identified at least 60 
forms of Phytophthora in nursery-grown 
native plants. 

About a half-dozen or so species have 
been found in various wildland locations, 
Swiecki said.

“All evidence indciates that these are all 
introduced species,” he added. 

The pathogens are not native to the U.S.; 
they hitchhiked in on plants brought from 
overseas, including Asia and parts of Eu-
rope. The deadly water molds attack with 
ferocity precisely because California’s 
native plants have little resistance, said 
Swiecki and Bernhardt, who are Phytoph-
thora experts.

The variety that attacks plants’ roots 
chokes off a plant’s ability to take up nu-
trients and water, Swiecki said. There is 
another kind that spreads by leaves and 
causes the more-well-known sudden oak 
death. 

A recent infestation was found in Monte 

Bello Open Space Preserve, along Page 
Mill Road, which is why Swiecki and Ber-
nhardt have come to Skyline Preserve, lo-
cated across Skyline Boulevard from Mon-
te Bello. Valley oaks, toyon and madrone 
in Monte Bello have been infected with 
Phytophthora cambivora, the root-rotting 
form. The pair suspect Phytophthora might 
have spread to Monte Bello from Skyline 
Preserve.

The site slopes down gently from Sky-
line’s 2,100 to 2,200 feet of elevation to 
1,600 feet in Monte Bello. The water molds 
could be carried by Stevens Creek or by 
water moving through the soil, they said. 
Research indicates that Phytophthoras have 
been found in creeks in other locations.

Swiecki and Bernhardt have zeroed in 
on this particular area of Skyline because 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space Dis-
trict, which owns the land, replanted part 
of the area with toyons, oaks and madro-
nes nearly 10 years ago. If the infesta-
tion came from these plants, there would 
be signs. More difficult to prove but not 
less troubling, crews might have brought 
the disease in — or spread it — on equip-
ment, boots or shovels. Anything that 
might collect bits of soil or plant material 
could carry the disease, they said. Swiecki 
pointed south to a verdant area of conifers. 
Phytophthora might also have come from 
a nearby Christmas tree farm, where it may 
have resided for decades, he said.

B
ernhardt worked her way up the 
slope, inspecting planted trees and 
shrubs encircled by wire cages. 

She looked for openings where wildlife 
might have entered or deer might have 
browsed, explanations for why the plants 
appeared stunted. But the cages were se-
cure, the leaves unnibbled.

Swiecki began digging around the roots 
of a toyon, the berries of which many birds 
eat. To the untrained eye, the plant ap-
peared healthy. But Swiecki and Bernhardt 
recognized signs of possible Phytophthora 

of a plague
In pursuit

Can local land managers, 
nurseries stop the spread of a 

deadly plant disease?
by Sue Dremann

Coast live oaks and shreve oaks that have been exposed to Phytophthora are dying 
at Palo Alto’s Monte Bello Preserve.  Photo by Veronica Weber
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infection. The leaves were chlorot-
ic, a paler green or even yellowish, 
which is not normal, and the leaves 
were about half the size they should 
have been.

The plant was also only about 3 
feet tall.

“These toyons are not dead, but 
they are 10-year-old plantings. 
They should be over my head,” 
Swiecki said.

He rocked the shovel back and 
forth, chipping away at the layers 
of hardened earth. He found telltale 
signs of planting by humans: lava 
rock and Perlite, which are never 
found in the wild, he said. When 
he got to the root ball, Swiecki 
noticed the trunk base was mis-
shapen. The roots also were not 
very widespread. 

“Very limited root density is an 
indicator of Phytophthora,” he said.

A drought, however, also causes 
trees and shrubs to produce fewer 
new roots, which means that some 
plants infected with Phytophthora, 
which makes plants look water-
starved, could be overlooked. 

Swiecki used a hand trowel to 
dig out roots and soil, depositing 
a shovelful in a plastic bag. Before 
they left, Swiecki whipped out a 
spray bottle containing rubbing al-
cohol that he keeps attached to his 
belt. He sprayed every surface of 
the shovel and other implements to 
disinfect them before moving on.

Further up the slope Bernhardt 
located a small madrone tree no 
larger than a small bush. The red-
bark trees are an important source 
of food for many birds, who also 
nest in them. The top was dry, a 
russet-orange color, and drooped 
over. Swiecki said this kind of 
crown death is characteristic of 
Phytophthora infections. Nearby, 
a small planted oak in a cage had 
died completely. Its tan, papery 
leaves looked as though they had 
dried out all at once.

Swiecki and Bernhardt focused 
on another troubling sign. A ma-
drone that had not been planted had 
the same russet-orange color. It was 
almost entirely dead, except for a 
very slight tinge of yellow-green 
on the leaf undersides. If this plant 
proved to be infested with Phytoph-
thora, it could indicate that the dis-
ease had spread into the wildland 

from the plantings. Swiecki again 
dug down for samples; Bernhardt 
tied surveyor’s tape to the branches 
to mark the tree. Swiecki searched 
the area for other possible sources 
of contamination.

“It’s next to erosion-control ma-
terial. There are a lot of different 
possible sources here,” he said.

D
own in Silicon Valley, an-
other species of Phytoph-
thora that likely arrived 

on nursery plants is stalking the 
urban forest.

On the campuses of Brentwood 
Academy and McNair Elementary 
School in East Palo Alto, weeping 
cankers ooze sap, forming dark le-
sions on the trunks of cork oaks. 
Canopy, the Palo Alto nonprofit, 
has planted these and hundreds of 
other trees throughout East Palo 
Alto, along with thousands in Palo 
Alto, over the years to help beautify 
the communities.

When staff noticed the oozing 
trunks, they called in Igor Lacan, 
urban horticulture advisor for U.C. 
Cooperative Extension San Mateo-
San Francisco Counties, to sample 
the ooze. Lab results showed the 
disease to be Phytophthora cinna-
momi, a pervasive species that has 
been found in at least 70 countries.

Michael Hawkins, Canopy pro-
gram director and a certified arbor-
ist, said the trees were planted in 
2012; about a dozen at each school 
showed signs of bleeding cankers 
two summers ago. The trees were 
purchased from a nursery that was 
most likely the source of the out-
break. They looked healthy when 
they were planted, but after a time, 
when they were watered, the can-
kers began to form, he said.

Hawkins said Canopy moved 
irrigation further away from the 
affected tree trunks and replanted 
some trees. The trees were treated 
with chemicals recommended by 
the nursery: phosphite, a phospho-
rus compound, and Subdue Maxx, 
which fights fungus in the roots. 
But while those measures have 
helped to lessen the symptoms, the 
name of the treatment perhaps says 
it all: It subdues the Phytophthora 
but does not eliminate it.

Swiecki said that nurseries rou-
tinely use fungicides, which sup-
press the disease, but once the 
plants are in the field and the fun-
gicide is no longer applied, the dis-
ease comes roaring back. 

T
hat’s a scary scenario for 
land managers of open 
space areas. Unless every 

plant was individually tested be-
fore going into the ground — an 
impossibly expensive proposition 
— it is probable that many thou-
sands of infected plants are being 
released into the wild through res-
toration projects and by residents 
who live near the urban-wildland 
interface and near creeks

No one would know it until the 
plants die. That’s what happened in 
the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC) Peninsula 
watershed in San Mateo County, 
and in parts of Santa Clara Valley 
Water District’s watershed.

Large restoration projects by 
SFPUC in its watersheds were 
supposed to mitigate habitat de-
struction caused by upgrades to 
the Hetch Hetchy Regional Water 
System. But when a planted toyon 
showed the characteristic dead 
leaves, Greg Lyman of SFPUC’s 
natural resources land manage-
ment division took the plant to 
Swiecki for testing, Lyman re-
called during a 2014 lecture.

Swiecki used a simple test, 
using a green pear to cultivate 
the pathogen. Water percolated 
through the soil and the root sys-
tem of a suspect plant is collected, 
and the pear is placed in the bath. 
Rot on the pear is an indication of 

the disease, which is then cultured 
and examined at the Rizzo Lab at 
the University of California Davis, 
which is run by David Rizzo.

Swiecki came back with sober-
ing news.

“This plant is hot,” he told 
Lyman.

“That pear was brown,” Lyman 
said.

The plant tested positive for 
Phytophthora tentaculata, which 
is one of two species on the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
quarantine list, with a potential to 
decimate many cultivated crops 
as well as native species. Phy-
tophthora tentaculata was not pre-
viously known in the U.S. until it 
made its appearance in 2014 at a 
nursery in Monterey County.

SFPUC also discovered it had 
planted infected material from 
multiple nurseries with 10 spe-
cies of Phytophthora. Phytoph-
thora cinnamomi, the one found 
on Canopy’s cork oaks, was also 
found spread into the SFPUC Pen-
insula watershed on madrone and 
bay laurel trees.

The costs could be enormous. 
SFPUC received about 500,000 
plants for its two watersheds. 

P
hytophthora, the organism that causes 
sudden oak death, has a deadly past, 
affecting not just plant life but human 

life as well. 
Phytophthora infestans, just one of about 

100 identified Phytophthora species, was 
the culprit in the 1840s Irish Potato Fam-
ine that left an estimated 2 million Irish 
people dead, according to USAblight.org, 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
project that studies the disease in the United 
States. Commonly called “late blight,” Phy-
tophthora infestans was so devastating that 
the 1840s outbreaks launched the science of 
plant pathology, according to the USDA.

But Phytophthora infestans is not a disease 
of the past. As recently as 2009 an epidemic 
broke out in the northeastern U.S., accord-
ing to the USDA, which calls the disease “a 

major threat to food security worldwide.”
Globally, crop losses caused by late blight 

and the cost to control it are estimated at 
more than $6.7 million annually, the USDA 
states.

This year, more than 33 counties in the 
U.S. reported late blight in food crops. In 
California’s Kern County, samples of the 
disease were found to be resistant to a fun-
gicide used to control Phytophthora.

In 2010, the USDA’s plant inspection 
branch listed 33 species of Phytophthora for 
quarantine. Among those with the greatest 
potential for economic harm are Phytoph-
thora porri, which kills leeks, onions, many 
ornamental plant species, and possibly car-
rots, and Phytophthora pinifolia, which 
could devastate the U.S.’s $67 billion pine 
products industry if it gets a toehold in the 

country, according to the USDA.
The effects of Phytophthora could be sys-

temic as well. Phytophthora tentaculata, the 
USDA noted, “could have a significant en-
vironmental impact such as lowering bio-
diversity, disrupting natural communities, 
or changing ecosystem processes.” It could 
impact threatened or endangered species by 
disrupting critical habitats and could signifi-
cantly impact cultural practices, home and 
urban gardening or ornamental plantings.

In 2012, Phytophthora tentaculata appeared 
in a native plant nursery in Monterey County. 
It was the first time it appeared in the U.S. 
Since then, it has shown up in native plants 
from nurseries used for restoration projects in 
multiple counties, including San Mateo and 
Santa Clara. 

— Sue Dremann

A plant killer with huge economic impact
Phytophthora species responsible for Irish potato famine

A cork oak planted at McNair Elementary 
School in East Palo Alto has bleeding 
cankers due to Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Plant pathologist Elizabeth Bernhardt 
flags a madrone plant that she suspects 
might be infested with Phytophthora.

A group of madrone trees near Filoli Estate in Woodside show decline caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi, which attacks tree roots.
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How many of those plants might 
be infested is still a question that 
only time will reveal. Many native 
plants, because they are drought 
resistant, might not show outward 
signs of the diseases for some 
time, while the micro-organisms 
continue to proliferate and spread.

“Our concern is that we’ve 
introduced a pathogen into the 
watershed that could decimate a 
whole ecosystem,” Lyman said.

Trying to stem the spread of 
these pathogens is a costly propo-
sition: If the SFPUC restoration 
fails because of Phytophthora, the 
restoration will have to start from 
scratch, Lyman said. The cost 
could be as high as $45 million for 
obtaining new stock and planting 
alone. Testing and treatment has 
cost $700,000 and is growing.

Santa Clara Valley Water Dis-
trict was also faced with a similar 
problem in 2014 when all of the 
plants of its rare Coyote ceanothus 
restoration project died. The entire 
pilot project at Coyote Ridge in the 
Mt. Hamilton Range was infected 
with Phytophthora cactorum. A ri-
parian revegetation project at Gua-
dalupe Creek in downtown San 
Jose was initially found to have 
Phytophthora tentaculata, then 14 
additional species of the micro-

organisms were found, including 
another high-risk species, Phytoph-
thora quercina, which along with 
tentaculata is in the top five Phy-
tophthora species of concern by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Ngoc Nguyen, interim deputy 
operating officer for district wa-
tersheds, said that all 240 plants 
from a local native plant nursery 
did not survive shortly after plant-
ing. Staff removed them all and 
determined that the infestation 
had not spread, and they are now 
heat-treating the soil at each spot.

P
hytophthora can live in the 
soil undetected for many 
years, waiting for opportune 

conditions to maximize its spread. 
Multiple species have been found 
at Filoli Estate in Woodside, which 
has its own nursery. There is evi-
dence that the pathogens spread to 
areas outside of the nursery along 
Cañada Road, most likely from 
the nursery, Swiecki said. In San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, 
the site of a nursery that had been 
abandoned for 50 years also tested 
positive for Phytophthora.

On water district land near An-
derson Dam in southern Santa 
Clara County, staff made a startling 
discovery. A 20-year-old restora-
tion planting revealed active Phy-
tophthora cactorum on rare Coyote 

ceanothus. The entire planting was 
uniformly infected, said Cindy 
Roessler, senior resource manage-
ment specialist at Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District, who 
worked for the water district at the 
time. Roessler thinks the infection 
came in on the nursery plants.

The experience has been “hum-
bling,” she said.

But there have also been mys-
terious contaminations of nurser-
ies from plant material collected 
in the wild. At Mt. Umunhum, 
another Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space acquisition, members 
of Grassroots Ecology, a nonprofit 
nursery in Palo Alto’s Foothills 
Park, collected stock of spike moss, 
a ground cover, to grow at the nurs-
ery for the open space district.

But when the plants looked sus-
pect, the nursery collected water 
draining from the pots and set a 
green pear in it. The pear devel-
oped brown spots, which tested 
positive for Phytophthora cam-
bivora. The nursery pulled all of 
the plants and put them in quar-
antine, and ultimately had to de-
stroy them, said Nikki Hanson, the 
nursery manager.

The source of the contamina-
tion has not yet been identified, 
but Roessler said heavy moving 
equipment at the site might have 
played a role.

The district is now taking a cau-
tious approach. Roessler suspend-
ed using any nursery stock in the 
district’s preserves and instead is 
directly sowing seeds. The district 
is spacing plants farther apart, and 
at Umunhum the district is plant-
ing 50 micro-sites to see how new 
plants respond before expanding 
the project.

Roessler is co-chair of the resto-
ration committee of the Phytoph-
thoras in Native Habitats Work 
Group (CalPhytos.org), an orga-
nization that includes researchers, 
state and federal agencies and land 
managers. The group is working 
on protocols for best management 
practices and inspection of nurser-
ies. Grassroots Ecology’s nursery is 
following “best management prac-
tices” being developed by a Phy-
tophthora task force, and it now has 
two new greenhouses — one dedi-
cated for Midpen projects and the 
other for water district grow outs.

A pilot program to develop Phy-
tophthora-free certification for nurs-
eries is also underway. Susan Fran-
kel, a U.S. Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Research Station plant 
pathologist and a co-leader of the 
habitats work group, said the project 
will set up an accreditation checklist 
of phytosanitary (plant cleanliness) 
measures, and it will take samples 
from nurseries to track pathogens 

and whether the practices are effec-
tive. A plant pathologist will work 
with nurseries to tailor the practices 
to the nursery and make sure they 
are practical but effective. Then an 
inspector will check periodically to 
monitor that the practices are being 
followed.

So far, seven Bay Area nurseries 
have agreed to take part in the pilot 
project, which will include a range 
of nursery sizes and types of opera-
tions, such as those using volunteer 
labor or professional staff. Which 
agency would do the certification 
hasn’t yet been decided, she said.

S
wiecki said that it’s impor-
tant for nurseries — and 
the public — to become 

aware of the problem and its po-
tential to harm the environment. 
His work with the Ione manza-
nita, a threatened species, has 
shown how devastating Phytoph-
thora can be. Wide swaths of the 
shrub have been wiped out. 

But that isn’t all. Phytophthoras 
are attacking forests in Oakland 
and Sonoma and other parts of the 
Bay Area, and they aren’t limited 
to trees. Water-loving Phytoph-
thora species also attack aquatic 
plants. A cross of Phytophthora 
inundata was discovered in the 
marshes in lower San Francisco 
Bay, and it is attacking the pickle-
weed in a site that was being miti-
gated for the Salt Marsh harvest 
mouse. And sages, sticky monkey 
flower, coffeeberry, Artemisia, 
coyote mint and many other plants 
are susceptible to Phytophthora 
species. The Rizzo Lab in 2016 
identified the microbes on about 
30 native plant species planted 
from nursery stock.

While the root-rotting forms are 
currently in small areas, one need 
look no further than what another 
infamous Phytophtora species has 
already accomplished.

Sudden oak death from Phy-
tophthora ramorum, which attacks 
the leaves of trees, has killed more 
than 3 million oaks in California, 
according to the task force. It has 
caused twig and leaf diseases in 
many other plant species, includ-
ing California bay laurel, Douglas 
fir, and coast redwood, according 

R
esidents can help prevent the spread 
of plant disease such as Phytophthora, 
according to Igor Lacan, an urban hor-

ticulture adviser for U.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion San Mateo-San Francisco Counties.

“Basically, look in the nursery. Go to a 
reputable nursery and ask if they follow best-
management-practices protocol. If you ask 
and the nursery person looks at you blankly, 
maybe you want to go somewhere else,” he 
said.

Customers can also ask nurseries if the pot-
ting soil is pasteurized, which kills the harm-
ful organisms. And look to see if the plant is 
in good shape, not wilting and not next to a 
plant that is wilting or drooping, he said.

Unfortunately, a Phytophthora infection 

won’t cause symptoms in the early stages. 
When people bring home new plants, Lacan 
recommended putting them in quarantine 
from other plants for four to six weeks. Run-
off from watering be contained so as not to 
contaminate other soil or plants, he said.

If plants show signs of wilting, develop ooz-
ing cankers or have rotten roots, the plants 
should be pulled and destroyed. They should 
not be composted, he said. If you think you 
have a Phytophthora-infected plant, the entire 
plant can be double bagged and taken to a 
local Cooperative Extension office for exami-
nation, he said.

Soil and pots should not be used again and 
can be bagged and disposed of in the trash. 
Phytophthora expert Ted Swiecki said that 

chemical treatment may help to suppress the 
activity of the microorganisms, but it will not 
make the pathogen go away.

“Infestations in urban sites pose a risk for 
spread if shoes or equipment get contami-
nated with inoculum in soil, especially when 
soils are wet, and subsequently transported 
elsewhere,” he said. Unless transported along 
creeks, in urban areas the risk of transport 
downstream is not that high, he added.

Best practices for gardeners also include 
scrupulous cleaning of garden tools and 
equipment and even shoes. Spraying surfaces 
with 70 percent isopropyl alcohol can help 
disinfect tools and other surfaces, Lacan 
added. 

— Sue Dremann

Vigilance can prevent spread of Phytophthora
 Gardeners should follow best practices, experts say

Native plant seedlings that will be used to restore habitat in the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District grow in one of the “clean houses” at the Grassroots 
Ecology native-plant nursery.  All plants are grown in pasteurized soil and sanitized 
bins to ensure better protection against soil borne pathogens. 

Nikki Hanson, nursery manager at the Grassroots Ecology native plant nursery, 
sprays the bottom of her boots with a solution of 70 percent isopropyl alcohol before 
entering one of the nursery’s two “clean houses.” Employees must follow strict 
protocols to ensure no pathogens enter the greenhouse.
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to the California Oak Mortality 
Task Force.

Identified 30 years ago, it was not 
a widely damaging pathogen until 
2004, when a few large West Coast 
nurseries inadvertently shipped 
more than 1 million potentially in-
fected ornamental rhododendrons 
and camellia plants throughout the 
U.S. Now it has spread to 21 states. 
Its origin is not known. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26

*****************************************

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.  

THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL 

DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/agendas/default.asp

AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
September 26, 2016, 5:30 PM

Special Orders of the Day
1. Proclamation Honoring Cybersecurity Awareness Month
2. Proclamation Honoring The Christmas Bureau’s 60th Anniversary
Consent Calendar
4.  Approval of the Termination of a Funding Agreement With the City of East Palo Alto for the East Palo Alto Shuttle 

Route at the Request of the City of East Palo Alto; Approval of an Exemption Under Section 15301 of the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act Guidelines; and Approval of a Budget Amendment to the General Fund

Contract Amendments: (1) Amendment Number 3 to a Contract With BASE Energy, Inc. for the Administration 
of the Third-Party Non-Residential new Construction Program Contract Number C11141002 Extending the Term 
for two Additional Years; and (2) Amendment Number 1 to Eagle Systems International, Inc. DBA Synergy Com-
panies Contract Number C15159125 for the Multifamily Residence Plus Program Increasing Compensation by 
$500,000 From $450,000 to a Total Not-to-Exceed Amount of $950,000

6.  Approval of Change Order Number One to Contract Number S16159273 With Penhall Company for Concrete 
Saw Cutting Services to Extend the Contract Time to Three Years (2015-2018) and to Increase the Total Not-
to-Exceed Amount From $168,705 to $506,115 Over Three Years; and Finding That Approval of the Contract’s 
Change Order is Categorically Exempt From California Environmental Quality Act Review Under Section 15301(c) 
of the CEQA Guidelines

7.  Approval of a Contract Amendment With Global Learning Solution Inc. to Extend the Term Through June 30, 
2017 and add $125,000 for a Total Not-to-Exceed Amount of $375,000 for the Support of Human Resources SAP 
Modules and Business Processes Improvements

Action Items
8.  Foothill College Termination of the Lease at the Cubberley Community Center and Future Leasing of the Available 

Upcoming Space
9.  Review and Direction Regarding Interpretation of Planned Community (PC) Ordinances Governing Three of the 

Four City Parking Garages Proposed for Rooftop Solar Installations at 445 Bryant Street, 520 Webster Street, 
and 275 Cambridge Avenue and Regarding the Architectural Review Procedure for the Three PC Zoned Garages 
and the Fourth Parking Garage at 475 Cambridge Which is Zoned Public Facilities (PF), Including a Finding That 
the Project is Exempt From Review Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

10.  Policy and Services Committee Recommends Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the City’s Minimum Wage 
Ordinance to Align With the Santa Clara Cities Association Recommendation to Increase the Minimum Wage to 
$15 per Hour in Three Steps: $12 on 1/1/2017; $13.50 on 1/1/2018, $15.00 on 1/1/2019, and a CPI Increase After 
2019 Indexed to the Bay Area CPI With a 5 Percent Cap and no Exemption

-
dering Cost of Abatement to be a Special Assessment on the Properties Located at 220 Matadero Avenue 
and 18 Roosevelt Circle

AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM 
September 27, 2016, 6:00 PM

Special Orders of the Day
1. Interviews of Candidates for the Planning and Transportation Commission

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Joint Recycled Water Committee Meeting will be held at the Mitchell Park Community Center, El Palo Alto Room 
on Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at 1:00 PM to discuss: 4) Action Items; 4.1) Formalization of Collaboration; A) County-

Sunnyvale/Palo Alto/Mountain View MOU; C) District proposed MOU between District, Palo Alto, and Mountain View; 

agreement; C) Receive Recycled Water Reference Sheet and Map; 4.3) Mountain View Recycled Water Projects; A) 
Recycled Water Projects and extending Sunnyvale purple pipe connection to Mountain View customers; 4.4) Update 

potable reuse options; and C) Potential interties between Sunnyvale’s system and other recycled water producers.

13th Annual Avenidas Caregiver Conference

To register, call (650) 289-5400 
or visit avenidas.org.

TOOLS FOR POSITIVE AGING

Only $40 before Sept. 26! ($65 for 2 people)

Saturday, October 22 
8:30am — 3pm

266 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View

Keynote by Lisa Krieger, San Jose Mercury News

Workshops on Cultivating Communication, 
Community Resources, and Changing Landscapes

Boxed lunch and door prizes!

About the cover:  Ted Swiecki, 
a plant pathologist with 
Phytosphere Research, examines 
a madrone plant at Skyline Ridge 
Open Space Preserve for possible 
root-rotting Phytophthora. Photo 
by Sue Dremann.

Read about how native plant 
nurseries are combating 
Phytophthora on Palo Alto Online.

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.comNative plant seeds are stored in a room at the Midpeninsula 

Regional Open Space District. Biologists are working to extract the 
seeds and grow the plants rather than rely on nurseries, so that they 
can watch the plants closely and avoid pathogen contamination.

Cindy Roessler, right, biologist 
and Amanda Mills, left, natural 
resources specialist for the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District, work on cleaning 
wildflower seeds by placing 
the seeds in large bowls and 
carefully blowing the husk and 
debris away on Sept. 9. Large 
containers of wild plant seeds, 
seen at left, are kept for future 
restoration projects.
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