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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Elizabeth Schwyzer

by Elizabeth Schwyzer

2
008 was a year of global 
shifts. Some were sym-
bolic: America elected 

its first black president. Others 
were literal: China suffered the 
most devastating earthquake 
in decades. The most dramatic 
shift of 2008 was economic: The 
burst of the U.S. housing bubble 
and widespread failures in finan-
cial regulation swept economies 
around the globe into crisis. 

Beyond the worlds of politics 
and financial markets, a subtler 
but no less radical shift was tak-
ing place. In time, it would touch 
one billion people across the plan-
et. It’s epicenter was the Silicon 
Valley. 

YouTube made  
the video star

On a Wednesday evening, Stan-
ford music program graduate 
Jack Conte (class of ‘06) is giv-
ing a talk in the studio beneath 
Bing Concert Hall on campus. 
A small group has gathered to 
listen as Conte discusses his lat-
est creative projects, including 
his band, Pomplamoose, formed 
with fellow Stanford grad Nataly 
Dawn in 2008 (the duo has a gig 
on campus Nov. 1). Dressed in 
a close-fitted tee and a trucker 
hat, with a boyish face and a lean 
frame, Conte looks closer to 20 
than 30, though a bushy beard 
lends him a certain hipster gravi-
tas. 

“In 2008, if somebody sent 
you a YouTube link to a cat video 
with 500,000 views, you’d watch 
it, ‘cause that would be some 
funny shit!” he exclaims, stab-
bing the air for emphasis. The 
audience twitters. “But in 2014,” 
Conte continues, “I’d want to see 
at least a few million views. The 
currency of the view has totally 
changed.” He goes on to share a 
television versus YouTube stat: 
AMC’s Mad Men has 2.3 million 
viewers; little-known YouTube 
vlogger Charlie McDonnell has 
2.4 million.

“It’s easy to think in terms of 
views, comments and users,” 
Conte adds. “But you gotta re-
member it’s people on the other 
side of it all.”

This, as much as actually mak-
ing music, is what occupies Conte 
these days: the power of YouTube 
to transmit original creative con-
tent to its one billion users across 
the globe. 

It wasn’t so many years ago that 
Conte was working part-time as a 
tutor, playing music with his girl-
friend Dawn and posting their 

Pomplamoose rejects record labels in favor of the Internet

low-budget music videos on the 
then-relatively new video-sharing 
website. Their channel garnered a 
small but loyal following. Then, 
in September 2009, they posted 
an understated indie remix of Be-
yoncé’s hit single, “All the Single 
Ladies.” Within weeks, their vid-
eo — shot in Conte’s bedroom 
and featuring footage of Dawn 
in a batman T-shirt and shaggy 
pixie cut spliced with Conte at the 
piano bobbing his head in time 
to the beat — had more than 10 
million views. 

For Conte and Dawn, it was the 
beginning of a new era. YouTube 
drove traffic to their website, 
which drove up sales on iTunes, 
which lead to “real” money. 

“In one month, we sold 30,000 
songs and made $20,000,” Conte 
remembered. “That’s when we re-
alized this might be a real thing 
that people actually wanted.”

So far, that prediction has prov-
en true. Pomplamoose (the name 
is an Americanized spelling of 
the French word for grapefruit) 

has built on the popularity of its 
Beyoncé cover with more rendi-
tions of well-known hits spanning 
the decades. Among their recent 
videos are a remix of Irving Ber-
lin’s “Puttin’ on the Ritz” and a 
mashup of Pharrell Williams’ 
“Happy” with Daft Punk’s “Get 
Lucky.” These aren’t straightfor-
ward covers; though they tend 
to borrow the basic melody of a 
preexisting work, Pomplamoose 
alters everything from instrumen-
tals to syncopation, key and lyrics 
to create something more like a 
tribute to the original. 

At least as important as the 
tracks themselves are the clever 
videos that include no dubbing or 
hidden sounds. If Dawn’s voice is 
recorded twice and harmonized 
with itself, viewers will see two 
Dawns singing side by side. In a 
blatant rejection of the traditional 
high budget, smoke-and-mirrors 
style of MTV, Conte and Dawn 
make no effort to hide their meth-
ods of production — in fact, they 
often highlight them. Their de-

lightfully ironic cover of “Video 
Killed the Radio Star” includes 
shots of the projector and screen 
and features Conte’s shadow 
scurrying along carrying a cam-
corder. Even if you’re not a fan of 
Dawn’s soft crooning backed up 
by a blend of folksy instrumentals 
and electropop stylings, it’s hard 
not to be charmed by the Pom-
plamoose brand: They’re silly, 
smart and startlingly transparent.

The poster kids  
of the creative class

Together, Conte and Dawn 
constitute the poster couple 
for the “creative class:” a term 
coined by social scientist Rich-
ard Florida and reclaimed by 
others to describe the writers, 
artists, designers and musicians 
who create original content that 
can be propagated online. What 
exhilarates Conte about the rise 
of the creative class, he explained, 
is that it puts power back in the 
hands of individuals rather than 
corporate groups.

What: Pom-

plamoose

Where: Bing 

Concert Hall, 

327 Lasuen St., 

Stanford

When: Satur-

day, Nov. 1, at 

8 p.m.

Cost: $30 gen-

eral admission, 

$15 Stanford 

students with ID

Info: Go to live.

stanford.edu or 

call 650-724-

2464.

Stanford grads 
Nataly Dawn 
and Jack 
Conte founded 
Pomplamoose 
in 2008.
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“We’ve turned down record 
deals with all of the major re-
cord labels” Conte said. “We’ve 
all seen the trajectory of most 
musicians,” he added, using his 
finger to indicate a sharp rise and 
fall. “Why do you think that’s the 
model? I think it’s because artists 
don’t know how to do it for them-
selves.”

Though posting DIY music 
videos online might seem less 
glamorous than the rock-star 
trope of being whisked around in 
a limo, having your gigs booked 
by a tour manager and letting PR 
take care of the marketing, Conte 
says he’d rather be forced to learn 
than to be at the mercy of a la-
bel. It’s a start-up mentality, and 
Conte sees it as part of the deal 
for the post-recession generation 
of creative professionals.

“We’re always uncomfortable,” 
he acknowledged, grinning. “It’s 
always hard.” 

Conte is clearly the extrovert 
of the pair, but Dawn is far more 
than just a pretty face. She does 
the majority of video editing in 
addition to taking the lead on 
musical arrangements and lyrics. 
Over the phone last week, still 
recovering from Pomplamoose’s 
third and largest-ever tour, she 
spoke about various behind-the-
scenes aspects of the job.

“I’ve learned a lot of what goes 
into the back end of doing a tour 
and how many moving parts there 
are,” she said. “There’s so much 
that happens to run a business. 

Yet when it’s time to make mu-
sic, Dawn and Conte say they’re 
good at taking off their business 
hats and dropping into a more 
playful, creative mode. That’s an 
essential skill for the success of 
the band, as well as for their re-
lationship.

“When you’ve been together for 
this long, working in tight quar-
ters, you get a pretty good idea 
of what makes the other person 
tick and how not to push their 
buttons,” she said. “Basically, if 
we stop having a good time, we’re 
going to stop and do something 
else.”

A sustainable model

Six years in, they’re still hav-
ing fun, their fanbase is steadily 
growing and neither Conte nor 
Dawn sees Pomplamoose going 
anywhere. That means finding 

sustainable sources of revenue. 
YouTube alone won’t cut it; the 
two or three million views they 
get each month account for 
roughly $200 of income for the 
band. Yet YouTube has been the 
foundation for iTunes sales, brand 
deals (including a lucrative series 
of ads commissioned by Hyun-
dai) and most recently, patronage. 

Last year, Conte joined forced 
with a software developer to 
found Patreon, a crowdfunding 
site that helps artists earn a salary 
based on pledges by fans. To date, 
Patreon has raised more than $17 
million for 40,000 musicians, 
webcomics, vloggers and other 
members of the creative class (in-
cluding Pomplamoose). Though 
prospects look good, Conte said 
much of their recent tour went on 
credit cards.

It’s impossible to predict the 
future, but the band says some 
things are certain.

“We know we’ll continue mak-
ing music and videos,” Dawn 
said. “We’d also like to experi-
ment with spending more time 
and resources on better videos 
and learning a new program for 
editing. And I really want to work 
on putting together a European 
tour.”

Like Dawn, Conte sees a range 
of possibilities for Pomplamoose’s 
future. He reeled off a few in the 
form of questions rather than an-
swers: “A chat show? Another re-
cord? More music videos?”

But what seems to motivate the 
duo more than long-range com-
mitments or external markers 
of success is the ability to keep 
learning and playing together 
while challenging the old modes 
of music and video production.

As Conte sees it, Pom-
plamoose’s story is part of some-
thing much larger: the age of con-
nections between musicians and 
audience members, artists and 
patrons, creators and consumers.

“This is a cultural movement, a 
new era in human history where 
there are direct relationships be-
tween people who watch things 
and people who make things,” 
Conte said. 

“It’s just such a beautiful thing 
that this is possible now.” 

Arts & Entertainment Edi-
tor Elizabeth Schwyzer can be 
emailed at eschwyzer@paweekly.
com.

Harvest.Fest    Saturday, October 25th

Live Music • New Fall Product • Food & Drinks

278 University Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 12th GRADE ON ONE CAMPUS 
 

2014 Open House Schedule

Preschool & Kindergarten
October 4

November 15

Middle School
October 18 

November 8

Preparatory
October 19

November 9

Please visit our website for open house details 

Where scholarship and values matter

150 Valparaiso Avenue
Atherton, CA 94027
Inquiries and RSVP: 

admission@shschools.org
www.shschools.org    

/SacredHeartSchoolsAtherton     

/SHSAtherton

/SacredHeartSchools
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Pomplamoose will perform live at Stanford’s Bing Auditorium on 
Saturday, Nov. 1.
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 Murphy Wallbeds
Wallbeds “n” More

www.wallbedsnmore.com

Our Wallbeds Are:

Price Match Guarantee!   Stylish

High Quality  Comfortable

Save  
$300 OFF
 a wallbed
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650.477.5532 (Call for appointment)

Get your guest 
room ready for 
the holidays!

exp. 11/30/14
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T
he recent opening of the 
Anderson Collection at 
Stanford, next door to the 

Cantor Arts Center, attracted a 
great deal of press attention. The 
stunning aggregation of modern-
ist American artworks collected 
over a span of fifty years by Har-
ry and Mary Margaret Anderson 
is displayed to perfection in a 
contemporary new building that 
lives up to the credo that “form 
follows function” and serves the 
art without calling undue atten-
tion to itself. It is magical: a small 
jewel of a museum.

Less well known is the Wind-

hover Meditation Center, which 
opened earlier this month. The 
Windhover is a smaller building, 
but no less considered in its uplift-
ing architecture and landscaping 
(by Aidlin Darling Design of San 
Francisco and Andrea Cochran 
Landscape Architecture, respec-
tively). It is located not at the front 
of campus in the Stanford Arts 
District — as the Anderson and 
Cantor are — but at the rear, on 
Santa Teresa Street, near Roble 
Hall. The 4,000 square foot build-
ing is supervised by Stanford’s 
Office of Religious Life and is 
open primarily to university fac-

ulty, staff and students, who gain 
admission with their electroni-
cally coded ID cards. Members of 
the public can visit the Windhover 
via docent-led tours, which are of-
fered only on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
This intimate refuge, modernist 
in style with Japanese inflections, 
provides enchanting views of its 
surrounding oak grove, bamboo 
trees and reflecting pools, as well 
as the nearby Papua New Guinea 
Sculpture Garden. It will serve as 
a refreshing retreat from the rig-
ors of quotidian university life.

The name “Windhover” comes 
from the five semi-abstract paint-
ings housed inside. Nathan Olivei-
ra, a Stanford art professor from 
1962 to 1995 and a lover of local 
wildlife, painted the works after 
a student presented him with a 
stuffed kestrel: a small falcon able 
to float motionless while searching 
for prey. The gift was meant as a 
metaphorical stand-in for artists or 
art-lovers seeking visual raptures. 
Professor John Seed, Professor of 
Art and Art History at Mt. San Ja-
cinto College and a former student 
and friend of Oliveira, recently 
wrote online about what Wind-
hover meant to the mentor and 
teacher who sensitively guided his 
own journey into the visual arts:

“Years of working in the si-
lence of his own studio and also 
the solace he found during long 
walks in the peaceful Stanford 
hills — where he delighted in 
watching soaring birds — con-
vinced Oliveira that each of us 
has an inner imaginative world 
that blossoms through observa-
tion and meditation,” Seed wrote. 
“‘If you persist and you believe 
in it your world opens up to you,’ 
Oliveira once stated. ‘Sometimes 
that takes an entire lifetime.’”

Oliveira’s philosophical quest 
for meaning through paintings, 
printmaking and sculpture is ex-

Visual raptures
Stanford’s Windhover Meditation Center opens offers inspiration through art

by DeWitt Cheng
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Stanford students sit in the partially enclosed courtyard of the Windhover Contemplative Center.

Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

3rd Annual Angel Award
an award evening and cocktail party honoring 

Allan Berkowitz 

Executive Director of Environmental Volunteers

Thank You to our Sponsors for helping to 
make the evening a success!

Event proceeds go to The Eliminate Project, a joint UNICEF 

and Kiwanis International project aiming to eliminate  

maternal and neonatal tetanus worldwide.

In-Kind Sponsors:  

Gleim the Jeweler • Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel

Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly    

Sponsors:  Fidelity Investments • bbTTech, Inc.

Irvin, Abrahamson & Co. • Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford 

Mayfield Advisors, Inc. • Palo Alto Medical Foundation 

Palo Alto University • Patrick Farris Realtors

Stanford Federal Credit Union • Wells Fargo • Avidbank • Presidio Bank 
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emplified in these large works, 
including two immersive diptychs 
spanning twenty feet. The dip-
tychs evoke flight and exaltation 
— and possibly spiritual elevation 
— in modern, abstract, ecumeni-
cal terms: dappled grounds of rich 
color that read as both earth and 
sky; long symmetrical arcs that 
derive from the leading edge of 
the bird’s wing, but also suggest 
the curvature of the earth.

As art historian Peter Selz not-
ed in his catalog essay for Olivei-
ra’s 2002 San Jose Museum of Art 
retrospective, these arcs also call 
to mind the rainbow spanning one 
of Caspar David Friedrich’s most 
famous paintings, treating the nat-
ural landscape as a kind of theater 
of divine mysteries.

Selz has long considered 
Oliveira a member of the art his-
torical canon. In 1959, the young 
curator included the then 31-year-
old artist’s heavily painted, turbu-
lent depictions of universalized 
human figures alongside older, 
established artists like Alberto 
Giacometti, Willem de Kooning, 
Francis Bacon and Jean Dubuf-
fet in a show at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York: “New 
Images of Man.” 

As a high-school student in San 
Francisco, Oliveira had stumbled 
into the Legion of Honor and been 
floored by a Rembrandt portrait, 
setting him on his future path. 

“Rembrandt transmits his own 
energy, his own life, in the act of 
making a brushstroke,” Oliveira 
later wrote. 

The artist found other kindred 
spirits in Francisco Goya, Edvard 
Munch, Oskar Kokoschka and 
particularly Max Beckmann, with 
whom he studied in the summer of 
1950, gaining little from the Ger-
man’s poor English but everything 
from his ferociously serious ex-
ample. Oliveira’s version of what 
Selz called “tragic humanism” 
garnered him early success with 
critics, collectors and other artists: 
Bruce Conner once called him the 
best painter in the Bay Area. 

Arriving at The Farm in 1964 
to begin his long teaching career, 
Oliveira found, in Seed’s words 
“... an art department that was 
small and limited. Its facilities 
were scattered: some classes were 
taught in the Old Union, and his 
own painting and drawing classes 
met in a building behind the Stan-
ford Chapel. In 1966 he moved 
into a workspace in a building on 
the corner of Emerson Street and 
Hamilton Avenue in Palo Alto. 
His studio, a large room with a 
bank of west-facing windows 
on the second floor, included an 

empty stage. Oliveira would invite 
his students there for drawing ses-
sions, and the stage was soon set up 
with still-life materials, including 
bones and geometric forms. After 
attempting a few figure paint-
ings in this new space, the artist  
had an epiphany that would end 
his dry spell as a painter: ‘I turned 
around and I looked at the stage 
which is part of my studio and I 
said, Goddammit, this is what I 
am going to paint.’”

Seed’s account captures the 
indomitable, questing character 
of the man. Oliveira’s passionate 
belief in art as a vehicle — the 
nonpareil vehicle — for emo-

tional exploration and intellectual 
growth bears remembrance and 
reflection, particularly now, as 
visual art is flourishing with such 
promise at Stanford. Oliveira’s 
epic paintings at Windhover — 
“Diptych,” “Big Red,” “White 
Wing” and “Sun Radiating” — 
are accompanied by an excerpt 
from the 1887 Gerard Manley 
Hopkins poem celebrating his 
ordination as a priest. The poem 
envisions the kestrel as Christ, 
and the natural world as divine — 
an idea so old by now as perhaps 
to be new again as we attempt to 
preserve the planet from further 
human depredation. 
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Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo Alto 

Contract No. CYM-14

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: -

-

  

1:00 
p.m. on November 4, 2014
Located at 25 Churchill Ave. Building D, Palo Alto, California.

Bid Submission: 
D 10:15 a.m. on November 14, 2014. 

 PREVAILING WAGE LAWS:

-

-

-

Build-
ing “D”

ARC Document Solutions, 1100 Industrial Road Unit 13, San 
Carlos, CA  94070, (650) 631-3210.

Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo Alto 

Contract No. CYF-14

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: 

-

-

10:00 
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D 10:00 a.m. on . 

“D”
at 

V
e

ro
n

ic
a

 W
e

b
e

r

Works by the late Stanford art professor Nathan Oliveira encourage 
observation and meditation.

What: The Windhover 

Contemplative Center

Where: 370 Santa Teresa St., 

Stanford

When: Public tours on Tuesdays 

at 10 a.m. No reservations 

necessary; meet at the 

Windhover entrance.

Cost: Free

Info: Go to museum.stanford.edu 

or call 650-723-3469.
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D
ragon Theatre brings us a 
chilling little horror story 
for the Halloween season, 

and does it with enough aplomb 
to give you goosebumps and even 
make you jump once or twice.

“The Woman in Black,” 
adapted by Stephen Mallatratt 
from the book by Susan Hill, 
is the second-longest running 
play in London’s West End his-
tory — second only to Agatha 
Christie’s “The Mousetrap.” It’s 
a feat that’s even more remark-
able given its elegant simplicity; 
merely two men (and a ghost) 
tell the tale, combining clever 
theatricality, supple acting and a 
ripping good yarn guaranteed to 
haunt you a little.

Dragon’s production, directed 
by Artistic Director Meredith 
Hagedorn, relies heavily on the 
ample talents of Kevin Kirby — 
playing erstwhile theater manag-
er, actor and young Mr. Kipps — 
and Tasi Alabastro, whose parts 
include the solicitor, the carriage 
driver and old Mr. Kipps who 
has engaged the theater manager 
to tell his story. They may or 
may not be joined by a third ac-
tor: a mysterious figure in black 
(Lessa Bouchard).

We first encounter old Mr. 
Kipps (Alabastro) reading from 
a manuscript in rather deadly 
monotone. The theater manager 
(Kirby) interrupts him repeatedly 
to coach his delivery and begin 
making sense of what initially 
seems a dull narrative. As the 

manager steps in to play young 
Mr. Kipps in his tale, older Kipps 
becomes all the other characters 
in turn, and the two men begin 
acting out the tale, with less nar-
rative and more action.

As a young man, Kipps was 
employed to attend the funeral 
of one Mrs. Drablow, a reclusive 
widow in a remote seaside vil-
lage and an even more isolated 
manse, separated from main-
land by marsh, quicksand, and 
tides. Attempting to make sense 
of the mountain of papers left 
in her dreary abode, Kipps un-
covers old letters, and begins to 
comprehend the strange occur-

rences taking place, the secret 
evil plaguing the town and a 
malevolent curse. How will this 
all end? Not well, not well, you 
can be sure of that... 

The script does start off a bit 
slowly, but begins to pick up in-
terest as Kipps journeys to the 
far-off village. Both actors are 
quite adept at accents and char-
acter voices, and nicely employ 
mimed movement when neces-
sary to help us envision action. 
It’s a terrific testament to the 
imagination of live theater and 
the mind’s ability to “see” all 
that is suggested. 

The actors are aided by a 
lovely, versatile set design by 
Janny Coté, superb lighting de-
sign by Jeff Swan and wonder-
fully atmospheric sound design 
by Lance Huntley. All the scenic 
elements support and enhance 
the excellent acting to deliver 
a satisfying evening of chilling 
theater. 

Arts writer Jeanie Smith can 
be emailed at jksmith614@
gmail.com.
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SCHEDULE A SCHOOL TOUR OR STUDENT SHADOW TODAY!

Contact Michele Duncan, Admissions Director
408.481.9900 x4222 or admissions@tka.org

562 N. Britton Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94085
(Near Fair Oaks and Hwy 101) 

   ACSI AND WASC ACCREDITATION

CHRIST-CENTERED COLLEGE PREPARATORY
      

the king’s academy

OPENHOUSE
Saturday, 

October 25
11:00 A.M. 

Saturday, 

December 6
11:00 A.M.

Name: 

Where I live: 

My hero:  

Last book I read:  
Start with Why 

Favorite ride:  

My Motto:  

171 University Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.7411  •  www.paloaltobicycles.com

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm

A ghostly tale for the season
‘The Woman In Black’ offers hair-raising entertainment

by Jeanie K. Smith
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Tasi Alabastro, Lessa Bouchard and Kevin Kirby comprise the cast 
of “The Woman in Black.”

THEATER REVIEW

What: “The Woman in Black,” 

adapted by Stephen Mallatratt 

from the book by Susan Hill

Where: Dragon Theatre, 2120 

Broadway St., Redwood City

When: Through Nov. 2, with 8 

p.m. shows Thursday through 

Saturday and 2 p.m. matinees on 

Sundays

Cost: Tickets range from $10 to 

$30.

Info: Go to dragonproductions.

net or call 650-493-2006.



www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 24, 2014 • Page 37

To me, he is a living legend.
Dad is our hero and taught us how to live life 
to the fullest! Now it’s our turn to ensure 

he does the same.

Do you have a living legend in your life you would like to

celebrate? Tell his or her story using #honoryourlivinglegend 

or email honor@homecareassistance.com. Your loved one

may be featured on our website or Facebook page! 

Select stories will be chosen to win a prize valued 

between $50 to $1000

Extraordinary Care for a Legendary Loved One

9 out of 10 seniors prefer to age in the comfort of their own homes
where they spent so much time creating fond memories. Now is
your chance to help your aging loved one stay where he or she
wants with the help of a top quality caregiver. Our extensively
trained, experienced caregivers provide quality care that promotes
greater independence, health and well-being for our clients. Call
us today to learn how we can help your family!

650-462-6900
148 Hawthorne Ave, Palo Alto, CA
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

Let us help you honor your living legend!
HonorYourLivingLegend.com • #HonorYourLivingLegend
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Arts & Entertainment

Worth a Look
Fox Theatre Presents

Oct 17 

Leon Panetta

Oct 18 

Cocktails & Cover
Outdoors Musical Festival (6 bands, Food, & more)

Oct 25

Tainted Love

Oct 25 • 1pm

A Toast To the Rat Pack
Join us for a Musical Journey featuring hits  

from the legendary Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin,  

and Sammy Davis Jr.

Nov 7-23

Anything Goes

Presented By Broadway By the Bay

Get Your Tickets Today
www.FoxRwc.com or call 650-369-7770

Photography
Harlan Crowder’s ‘Wanderlust’

Silicon Valley photographer Harlan Crowder 
doesn’t like to stay put. Over the past decade, he 
has traveled across North and South America, Asia, 
Africa and Europe, taking vivid photographs that 
capture the cultures and the people he encounters. 
Next week, Foothill College opens an exhibition of 
Crowder’s work from around the globe.

Titled “Wanderlust,” the show gives a sense of the 
artist’s eye for pleasing design and his interest in a 
range of subjects, from landscapes and seascapes to 
close-up portraits, street scenes and documentary-
style images.

“Travel photography is about capturing images 
that give a sense of place and the people who live 
there,” Crowder noted, and indeed, most of his imag-
es focus on humans or their impact on the landscape. 
Among the works included in “Wanderlust” is “Blue 
Dog.” Shot in Havana, Cuba, the image captures both 
the urban blight that pervades the city and the bright, 
expressive spirit of the Cuban people. Other images 
come from such disparate locales as Myanmar, the 
Czech Republic and Ireland, but Crowder also turns 
his lens on the United States, offering his distinct 
perspective on scenes closer to home.

“Wanderlust” opens with a reception at Foothill Col-
lege’s Krause Center for Innovation Gallery (12345 
El Monte Road, Building 4000, Los Altos Hills) on 
Thursday, Oct. 30, from 6 to 8 p.m., and runs through 
Dec. 5. The gallery is open Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.; Friday 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information, go to harlan-
crowder.com or call 408-981-8252.

Music
Arturo Sandoval

Palo Alto gets its own taste of Cuba next week when 
world-renowned trumpet player Arturo Sandoval ap-
pears in concert at the JCC. A Grammy, Emmy and 
Billboard Award-winning musician, Sandoval is con-
sidered one of the greatest living jazz trumpeters. He’ll 
play alongside his quintet in a concert that marks the 
first in the JCC’s Jazz Giants Series (stay tuned for the 
Ron Carter Trio, coming in early December).

Sandoval was born in a small town on the outskirts 

of Havana, and was a protégé of Dizzy Gillespie, 
the father of Afro-Cuban jazz. He’s also one of only 
three jazz musicians in the world to be awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and has performed 
alongside artists including Frank Sinatra, Bill Conti, 
Rod Stewart and Alicia Keys. In addition to jazz 
trumpet, Sandoval is an accomplished classical pia-
nist and composer.

Arturo Sandoval Quintet will perform at the Osh-
man Family JCC’s Schultz Concert Hall (3921 Fa-
bian Way, Palo Alto) at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
30. Single tickets are $45 for the general public, $40 
for JCC members and $60 for premium seating. To 
learn more, go to paloaltojcc.org/sandoval or call 
650-223-8664.

Theater
Blind Summit Theatre’s ‘The Table’

A grouchy, 2-foot-tall puppet with a cardboard 
head has an existential crisis while standing on a 
table. That’s the synopsis of Blind Summit Theatre’s 
“The Table,” a mold-breaking performance art event 
that won top awards and critical acclaim at the Ed-
inburgh Fringe Festival in 2011 and has since gone 
on to tour the world. 

“The Table” may be comical, but this is no ordi-
nary puppet show. Based on the life of Moses in the 
hours before his death, it’s an attempt to recreate the 
art of puppetry. Performed in the style of Japanese 
Bunraku puppetry, the production relies on the tal-
ents of the three puppeteers, who are fully visible to 
the audience throughout the production. These actors 
must improvise and interact with each other and the 
audience while cooperatively manipulating the body 
of the show’s star. 

Blind Summit will perform “The Table” at Stan-
ford University’s Bing Concert Hall Studio (327 
Lasuen St.) Thursday, Oct. 30 and 31, at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 1, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
Nov. 2, at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $65 for adults and 
$15 for Stanford students; go to live.stanford.edu or 
call 650-724-2464. 

— Elizabeth Schwyzer

Watch YouTube videos of Arturo Sandoval and Blind Summit 
Theatre in the online version of this story at PaloAltoOnline.com.

SEE MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com
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Harlan Crowder shot “Blue Dog” in Havana, Cuba.
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NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board [ARB]

8:30 A.M., Thursday, November 6, 2014, Palo Alto Council 

Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.  Plans may 

be reviewed at the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue 

or online at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/planningprojects; contact 

Diana Tamale for additional information during business hours at 

650.329.2144.

430 Forest Ave [14PLN-00314]: Request by David Solnick, on 

behalf of Sageleaf Forest LLC, for Preliminary Architectural Review 

of a 13 unit multiple-family development proposed to replace an 

townhouse building containing two condominium units, and a 

3-story building containing two condominium units and ten rental 

units, on a 0.52 acre site located in the RM-40 zone district. 

1050 Page Mill Road [14PLN-00074]: Request by Allison Koo, 

1050 Page Mill Road Property, LLC, on behalf of the Board of 

Trustees of the Leland Stanford Junior University, for a Community 

Scoping Meeting to take verbal comments regarding the scope and 

content of the Draft EIR.  The proposed discretionary Architectural 

Review application is for the demolition of existing structures and 

Amy French 

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 

disabilities.  To request an accommodation for this meeting or an 

alternative format for any related printed materials, please contact 

ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View 
(650) 254-1120 
www.cucinaventi.com

Hours: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday - Saturday
 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

For information on future events, follow us on

LIVE MUSIC

The Duet of Kenya Baker  
& Codany Holiday

Cucina Venti is proud to feature the 
award winning Kenya Baker Live every 
Wednesday - Thursday from 5:30-8:30

Kenya has toured as lead guitarist for 
Grammy winner Joss Stone for four 
years, performing for celebrities and 
dignitaries all over the world.

“We serve local and organic mixed greens along with daily fresh seafood”

Come Try Our New Fall Menu

Butternut Squash Soup – 
Garnished with pumpkin seeds and 
olive oil.

Octopus Salad – Grilled chopped 
octopus on a bed of frisee lettuce, 
roasted red peppers and Kalamata 
olives with a lemon vinaigrette 
dressing. 

Beets Salad – Served with 
arugula, toasted pecans and 
parmesan cheese with our 
homemade champagne vinaigrette 
dressing.  

Mediterranean Salad with 
Sea Bass – Pan seared sea bass, faro, spinach, arugula, 
light pesto sauce, roasted pine nuts, roasted peppers, dry 
black olives, Meyer lemon vinaigrette, and cherry tomato, 
garnished with sweet potato shavings. 

Filet Mignon – Filet mignon in a red wine reduction 
served with broccolini and a risotto cake filled with blue 
cheese. 

Roasted Pumpkin – Served with 
roasted pork in a delicious red wine 
reduction sauce with chanterelles 
mushrooms, fresh Italian herbs, and 
risotto stuffed in a mini pumpkin. 

Grilled Lamb Chops – Served in a 
lemon vinaigrette sauce with swiss 
chard, and roasted potatoes.  

Pizzas of the Month

Sausage & Leek – Leeks, 
red onions, fresh mozzarella, 
mascarpone cheese & homemade 
spicy sausage. Add: Farm egg

Mushroom Pizza – Sautéed assorted wild mushrooms, 
fresh thyme, goat cheese & truffle oil. 

Recommended Wine Parings

Rose Wine – Saintsbury Vincent Vin Gris

Red Wine – Twomey Pinot Noir
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Movies
1/2 (Palo Alto Square)

What does it take to be “one of 
the greats?” And would the cost 
be worth the reward? These are 
the questions at the dark heart of 
“Whiplash,” an indie “Amadeus” 
set in a New York City music con-
servatory.

Funny word: “conservatory.” To 
conserve is to protect from harm. 
But fearsome instructor Terence 
Fletcher (J.K. Simmons) makes it 
his mission to inflict punishment 
on students, doling out emotional 
and physical injury as necessary 
in order to help them achieve 
greatness. 

It’s Fletcher’s world, and now 
Andrew Neyman (Miles Teller) 
is living in it. One of the Shaf-
fer Conservatory of Music’s most 
brilliant students, Andrew quickly 
learns to want precisely what he 
can’t have from Fletcher: respect. 
Like a spider with a fly in his 
sights, Fletcher lays psychological 

traps for Andrew as he draws the 
student into the complex web that 
is the competitive studio band, 
where students live in a constant 
struggle for “first chair.”

Not since R. Lee Ermey  in 
“Full Metal Jacket” has there been 
a more brutal drill sergeant than 
Fletcher, whose oft-repeated favor-

ite story recounts the time Charlie 
Parker “became” Charlie Parker: 
the moment bandleader Jo Jones 
threw a cymbal at Parker’s head. 

“There are no two words in the 
English language more harmful 
than ‘good job,’” Fletcher main-
tains.

Andrew begins as a devoted 
player and an intent studier of 
Buddy Rich recordings, but under 
Fletcher these practices become 
obsessions that drive out all hu-
man connections except that with 
the leader of this musical cult. 
Seduced and abused by his new 
spiritual father, Fletcher comes 
more deeply to resent his own 
father (Paul Reiser) for his lack 
of “success,” and determines that 
new girlfriend Nicole (Melissa 
Benoist) isn’t worth the time and 
head space she takes up.

The theater-of-cruelty narrative 
culminates in a spectacular per-
formance climax — a wildly in-
tense capper to the film’s series of 
increasingly taut confrontations. 
Writer-director Damien Chazelle 
establishes himself as an intelli-
gent new voice in film with this 
bracing draft of cold air in what’s 
thus far been a largely airless year 
at the movies.

Striking photography and sharp 
editing are important to the film’s 
success, but it’s the career-best 
performances by Simmons and 
Teller (both better known for 
comic performances) that make 
“Whiplash” unforgettable. Sim-
mons cuts a figure of smug sa-
dism, unquestionable ferocity 
and disturbing melancholy in an 
impressively physical perfor-
mance, while Teller’s progression 
to dead-eye focus, dripping blood 
on the drumhead in the process, 
shows a commitment equal to that 
of his character. By any defini-
tion, “Whiplash” is a success.

Rated R for strong language in-
cluding some sexual references. 
One hour, 46 minutes.

— Peter Canavese 

OPENINGS

Before you select a real estate agent, meet with Michael Repka 

to discuss how his real estate law and tax back-ground benefi ts 

Ken DeLeon’s clients.

Michael  Repka

Managing Broker

DeLeon Realty 

JD - Rutgers School of Law

L.L.M (Taxation)

NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board  
and Architectural Review Board

8:00 A.M., Wednesday, November 5, 2014 beginning 
in the Palo Alto City Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 
Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue. Plans may be 
reviewed at the Development Center at 285 Hamilton 
Avenue or online at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
planningprojects; contact Diana Tamale for additional 
information during business hours at 650.329.2144.

Study Sessions:

 1.  8:00 AM – 8:25 AM, Council Chambers (Historic 
Resources Board only): Discussion of options for 
the protection of the historic barn at 51 Encina, a 
Cat 2 Structure on Palo Alto's Historic Inventory. 

 2.  8:30 AM – 10:30 AM, 450 Bryant Street (Avenidas): 
The Historic Resources Board and available 
members of the Architectural Review Board shall 
meet at Avenidas Senior Center to view the site 
in advance of future Preliminary Reviews by each 
board of concept plans for substantial interior 
remodel and new addition to a Category 2 historic 
resource.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against 
individuals with disabilities. To request an accommodation 
for this meeting or an alternative format for any related 
printed materials, please contact the City’s ADA 
Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing  
ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.WHIPLASHMOVIE.COM 

SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

WINNER
GRAND JURY PRIZE

AUD I ENCE  AWARD
SUNDANCE

2014

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL   •   TORONTO FILM FESTIVAL   •   NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL

(HIGHEST RATING!) 
“O N E  O F  T H E  Y E A R ’ S 

B E S T  F I L M S !”
-Kyle Smith, NEW YORK POST

(HIGHEST RATING!) 

“EXHILARATING.” 
-Claudia Puig, USA TODAY

(HIGHEST RATING!) 

“CINEMATIC ADRENALIN.” 
-Brian Tallerico, ROGEREBERT.COM

(HIGHEST RATING!) 

“F E V E R I S H.” 
-Michael Phillips, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

STARTS FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 24

CINÉARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (800) FANDANGO

Like us on
www.facebook.com/paloaltoonline
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Blood on the drumhead is evidence of Andrew’s intense commitment 
in “Whiplash.”

The tortured artist
Musical mentorship drama “Whiplash” proves that nothing focuses like pain
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Movies

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 

(P&TC) shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, 

October 29, 2014 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, 

Civic Center, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may 

appear and be heard on these items.

website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning 

Friday preceding the meeting date. Copies will be made available 

at the Development Center should City Hall be closed on the 

Consent

1.  827 Chimalus Drive: Request by Samir Tuma and Kriss 

Residential Lot into Two Lots, Resulting in Parcels Having a 

 

Study Session

Public Hearing

2555 Park Boulevard [13PLN-00381]:

comment period and the initial comment period has been 

Russ Reich at  

Study Session

eBicyle Policy: Study Session to introduce policy 

Questions. For any questions regarding the above items, please 

.

***

Hillary Gitelman, Director of Planning  

and Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING

of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commission

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square

Friday & Saturday 10/24-10/25

Whiplash – 1:45,  4:20,  7:15,  10:00

Pride – 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45

Sunday - Thursday 10/26 - 10/30 

Whiplash – 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 

Pride – 1:00, 4:00, 7:00

You talking  

to me?
“Dear White People” 

addresses race and racism.

(Century 16, Century 20)

At this point in American histo-
ry, we’d like to believe we’ve come 
a long way, baby, on the subject of 
race. But as “Dear White People” 
wades into those very much still 
roiling waters, viewers will have to 
confess we’ve got a long way to go.

Set at fictional Winchester 
University, writer-director Justin 
Simien’s debut presents a believ-
able setting peopled with colorful 
characters. Foremost among them 
is Sam White (Tessa Thompson), 
the DJ/blogger flogging the titular 
gimmick (as in: “Dear white peo-
ple: The minimum requirement of 
black friends required to not seem 
racist has just been raised to two...”). 
By doling out advice to blinkered 
whites, Sam becomes a campus 
hero to some and a pariah to others.

Meanwhile, plans are afoot 
among some of the school’s white 
students — represented by Kurt 
Fletcher (Kyle Gallner), son of the 
school president — for a black-
themed Halloween party mocking 
racial stereotypes. This hotbed of 
racial tension sets the stage for po-
litical, journalistic, romantic and 
domestic dramas to play out.

The power struggles allow 
Simien plenty of opportunity for 
satire, but also for sincere attempts 
at understanding between charac-
ters, and improved self-knowledge 
for them as individuals. Lionel Hig-
gins (Tyler James Williams) exem-
plifies this element of the story in 
shyly exploring his own homo-
sexuality as he attempts to find his 
place in campus life. For her part, 
Sam is carrying on a romance on 
the down-low with a white student 
(Justin Dobies’ Gabe), race giving 
both of them unnecessary pause 
due to their own hang-ups and the 
school’s charged environment.

Inevitably, this intelligent, fun-
ny and hyper-articulate campus 
comedy-drama conjures Spike 
Lee, whose sophomore feature 
“School Daze” explored similar 
territory. Simien’s smart enough 
to recognize as much, so he has 
his characters name-check the 
director. It’s a move that typifies 
Simien’s light touch even as he 
serves up tart satire.

Rated R for language, sexual 
content and drug use. One hour, 
40 minutes.

— Peter Canavese 
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The City of Palo Alto is moving beyond City Hall to find out 

what issues matter most to our community. For a single 

afternoon, city staff will spread out across Palo Alto to sit 

down with citizens and have conversations about the 

future of our city. 

 

Sit down with the city manager and other city staff and 

share your thoughts and ideas about your vision for our 

future. 

What is Our Palo Alto? 

Fueled by input and participation from citizens, Our Palo Alto is a 

community conversation about our City’s future.  These 

conversations will create opportunities for dialogue around Ideas, 

Action, and Design.  Together we will discuss important ideas and 

programs, tackle the issues the community cares about, and 

design a long-term plan for the future.

For more information about 

Our Palo Alto, visit 

www.ourpaloalto.org     

or email 

ourpaloalto@cityofpaloalto.org 

When: Oct. 30, 2014, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Where: Palo Alto Pizza Company, 2450 Park Blvd.; Pizza 

My Heart, 220 University Ave.; Pizzeria Delfina, 651 

Emerson St.; Patxi’s Pizza, 441 Emerson St.; NY Pizza, 

3235 Hamilton Ave.; Howie’s Artisan Pizza (Town and 

Country), 855 El Camino Real; Pizza Chicago, 4115 El 

Camino Real; Mountain Mike’s Pizza, 3918 B Middlefield 

Road. 

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 

(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

 ‘‘EVERYONE SHOULD SEE THIS MOVIE... 
AS SMART AND FEARLESS A DEBUT AS I HAVE SEEN 

  FROM AN AMERICAN FILMMAKER IN QUITE SOME TIME.’’

C R I T I C S ’  P I C K

‘‘NON-STOP FUN. THE HYPE IS JUSTIFIED.’’

‘‘A SMART, HILARIOUS SATIRE 
OF THE OBAMA AGE.’’ 

‘‘THE VERY DEFINITION OF A
 CONVERSATION-STARTER.’’

‘‘EXHILARATING.’’

‘‘‘NON-STOP

‘‘A S

‘‘

SELECT ENGAGEMENTS START FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES • NO PASSES ACCEPTED

97% FRESH!

Give blood for life!
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

Addicted (R)  
Century 20: 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day (PG)  
Century 16: 10:30 a.m., 12:45, 3, 5:15, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 
a.m., 12:20, 2:35, 4:55, 5:55, 7:15 & 9:25 p.m. Fri & Sat 1:30 & 3:45 p.m. 

Annabelle (R) Century 20: 8:05 & 10:40 p.m. 

The Best of Me (PG-13) Century 16: 10:35 a.m., 1:25, 4:25, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:10 a.m., 1:55, 4:40, 7:30 & 10:25 p.m. 

The Big Sleep (1946) (Not Rated)  
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m., Sat & Sun 3:10 p.m. 

Bolshoi Ballet: The Legend of Love (Not Rated)  
Century 16: Sun 12:55 p.m. Century 20: Sun 12:55 p.m. 

The Book of Life (PG)  
Century 16: 10:55 a.m., 4:20 & 7 p.m. In 3-D at 1:40 & 9:40 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:05 a.m., 1:35, 4:20, 7 & 9:30 p.m. In 3-D at 12:15, 2:50, 5:25, 8 
& 10:30 p.m. 

The Boxtrolls (PG)  
Century 16: Fri & Sat 11:30 a.m., 2:20 & 5 p.m.  
Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:25 a.m., 1:50 & 4:35 p.m. 

Dark Passage (1947) (Not Rated)  
Stanford Theatre: 5:30 & 9:50 p.m. 

Dear White People (R)  
Century 16: 11:10 a.m., 1:50, 4:35, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:50 a.m., 2:25, 5:00, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m. 

Dracula Untold (PG-13)  
Century 16: 11:55 a.m., 2:30, 4:55, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m.  
Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:20, 7:45 & 10:05 p.m. 

The Equalizer (R)  
Century 20: 4:15, 7:25 & 10:35 p.m. 

Fury (R)  
Century 16: 10:50 a.m., 12:30, 2:10, 3:55, 5:25, 7:10, 8:50 & 10:25 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:30 a.m., 1, 2:40, 4:10, 5:50, 7:20, 9 & 10:30 p.m. 

Gone Girl (R) 1/2 
Century 16: 10:30 a.m., 12:15, 2, 3:45, 5:30, 7:15, 9 & 10:35 p.m.  
Century 20: 11 a.m., 12:25, 2:15, 3:40, 5:30, 7, 8:45 & 10:15 p.m. 

Happy New Year (Yash Raj Films) (Not Rated)  
Century 16: 11 a.m., 3, 7 & 10:40 p.m. 

John Wick (R)  
Century 16: 11:40 a.m., 2:25, 5:10, 8 & 10:40 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m., 2, 
4:30, 7:05 & 9:40 p.m. In X-D at 12:35, 3:05, 5:35, 8:10 & 10:45 p.m. 

The Judge (R) 1/2 
Century 16: 12:40, 4, 7:20 & 10:35 p.m.  
Century 20: 12:45, 3:55, 7:05 & 10:15 p.m. 

Kill the Messenger (R) 1/2 
Guild Theatre: 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 

The Maze Runner (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: 10:40 a.m., 7:10 & 9:55 p.m. Fri & Sat 1:30 & 4:15 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:40 a.m., 2:20, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:40 p.m. 

Men, Women & Children (R)  
Aquarius Theatre: 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 1:15 p.m. 

My Old Lady (PG-13)  
Century 16: 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. 

Ouija (PG-13)  
Century 16: 12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:20 p.m.  
Century 20: 11 a.m., 12:05, 1:20, 2:25, 3:40, 4:45, 6, 7:10, 8:20, 9:35 & 10:45 
p.m. 

Pride (R)  
Palo Alto Square: 1, 4 & 7 p.m., Fri & Sat 9:45 p.m. 

Psycho (1960) (Not Rated)  
Century 16: Sun 2 p.m. Century 20: Sun 2 p.m. 

St. Vincent (PG-13)  
Aquarius Theatre: 2:15, 4:40, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:40 a.m., 2:10, 4:40, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m. 

The Tale of Princess Kaguya (PG)  
Century 16: 12, 3:30, 7:05 & 10:15 p.m. 

The Two Faces of January (PG-13)  
Aquarius Theatre: 2:40, 5 & 7:30 p.m. 

Whiplash (R) 1/2 
Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:30 & 7:15 p.m., Fri & Sat 10 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

All showtimes are for Friday – Sunday only unless otherwise noted.  

For other times, reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.  

Movie times are subject to change. Call theaters for the latest.

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   

 A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square:  
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more  
information about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

ON THE WEB: Up-to-date movie listings at PaloAltoOnline.com
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ROBERT FRANK IN AMERICA
September 10–January 5

This groundbreaking exhibition of photographs by Robert Frank sheds new light on his

legendary work in 1950s America.

CANTOR ARTS CENTER AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
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NOTICE OF A SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING 

of the City of Palo Alto 

Architectural Review Board (ARB)

8:30 A.M., Thursday, October 30, 2014, Palo Alto Council 

Conference Room, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton 

Avenue.  Plans may be reviewed at the Development Center at 

285 Hamilton Avenue or online at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.

org/planningprojects; contact Diana Tamale for additional 

information during business hours at 650.329.2144.

441 Page Mill Road [13PLN-00307]: Request by Stoecker 

and Northway Architects Inc. on behalf of Norm Schwab for 

Site and Design Review of a three-story, 35 foot tall, 35,521 

sf mixed-use building replacing four single family residential 

homes on a 26,926 sf site, providing 91 parking spaces on-

concessions requested pursuant to the State density bonus 

law, and requesting a Design Enhancement Exception for (a) 

a 7' setback from the front property line (3' additional setback 

beyond the “build-to-line”), and (b) a three foot encroachment 

Zone District: Commercial Service (CS) with a Site and Design 
(D) combining district. Environmental Assessment: An Initial 
Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were prepared and 
published on November 8, 2013, for the initial 30 day public 
review and comment period that ended December 9, 2013. 
The Planning and Transportation Commission recommended 
approval of the project on June 11, 2014. The hearing of this 
item was continued from the October 2, 2014 ARB meeting 
to this date.

Build-to Standard Ordinance:

to the Build To Line Requirements in Palo Alto Municipal 
Code Chapter 18.16. This item was discussed by the ARB 
in a public hearing on October 2, 2014 and continued to this 
date for further discussion. This item was reviewed by the 
Planning and Transportation Commission on July 30, 2014 
and continued to a date uncertain.  

Amy French 

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities. To request an accommodation for this 
meeting or an alternative format for any related printed 
materials, please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.
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A
t her home in Scotts Valley, for-

mer attorney Christine Z. Ma-

son was writing “Boundaries: 

A Love Story,” a novel about a forbidden 

love affair between cousins. Meanwhile, 

in Seattle, G. Elizabeth Kretchmer, a for-

mer finance and accounting executive, was 

also working on a novel involving secretive 

relationships, dysfunctional families and 

abandonment issues. 

The novelists met online through the Pa-

cific Northwest Writers Association and 

began critiquing each other’s work, provid-

ing detailed suggestions as they exchanged 

chapters and later manuscripts. Through 

their collaboration, they became friends. 

This week, after years of working togeth-

er long distance, the writers will take their 

collaboration and friendship to new level. 

Not only will they meet face-to-face for the 

first time, but they will also promote their 

novels jointly at bookstores in Palo Alto, 

Los Gatos, Emeryville and Watsonville. In 

fact, Kretchmer will stay in Mason’s home 

during her visit.

Kretchmer’s book, “The Damnable Leg-

acy of a Minister’s Wife,” focuses on Lynn 

Van Swol, an obsessive mountain climber 

who writes unsent letters to the daughter 

she relinquished for adoption 30 years be-

fore. She is unaware of the existence of 

Frankie, her rebellious teen granddaugh-

ter, crisscrossing the country on the road 

to trouble. With good intentions, a narrator 

from the afterlife tries to get them together, 

creating havoc. 

Mason’s “Boundaries” also features 

sticky relationships, specifically that be-

tween first cousins Kaia and Mark. Her 

mother and his father are embroiled in a 

long-term, secretive love affair. When Kaia 

is 16, her mother leaves her in Berkeley 

with an overprotective, alcoholic father, 

ostensibly to jump-start her career in New 

York. Meanwhile, Mark’s mother has bipo-

lar disorder. Complications abound.

For writers like Kretchmer and Mason 

who want to sell their work, promotional 

appearances are part of the marketing 

plan. However, most go it alone. Promo-

tional tours are expensive, particularly for 

those who self-publish, as Kretchmer did, 

or share production costs, as Mason did 

with Robertson Publishing. It was Kretch-

mer’s suggestion that they tour together. 

“It makes things a lot more interesting” for 

authors as well as attendees, she said on the 

phone from Seattle. 

Mason agreed. “I just have a feeling 

we’re very similar in our views,” she said, 

chatting at Prolific Oven in Palo Alto. 

“We’ve both had previous careers. We 

both take writing very seriously. I almost 

always agree with everything she says in 

her critiques. I feel like we’re on the same 

wavelength.”

Kretchmer remembered that it took a 

little while to trust the collaboration. “We 

didn’t know each other,” she said. “We 

didn’t know each other’s goals.” She knew 

she’d found a worthy collaborator when she 

saw that Mason’s comments were almost 

identical to those of the editor she had ini-

tially hired.

An instinct for revisions wasn’t all they 

shared. Neither writer gave up her career 

because of writing. In fact, both women 

left their professions to raise children, and 

wrote in their spare time. Now, with chil-

dren largely out of the nest — Mason has 

a grown son and daughter; Kretchmer has 

three sons, one of whom is still at home — 

the women are writing full time. 

“Both of us began our careers in more 

structured, left-brained fields before even-

tually finding our way to our truer call-

ings,” Kretchmer noted. “We are both 

strong, opinionated women, but we are also 

sensitive, as evidenced through our writ-

ing discussions. These are the basic foun-

dations of our friendship, I would say, in 

addition to our love of writing.”

“Write what you know” is a common 

writerly admonishment, and in “Boundar-

ies,” Mason draws on her background as 

an attorney and an artist. Unlike Jean, the 

career-obsessed mother of her novel, Ma-

son said when her daughter was born in 

the late 1980s, “I didn’t want to devote that 

much attention to career. I always loved art 

and photography, ceramics, printmaking, 

stained glass. I was happy to give up my 

law practice.” She also includes vignettes 

from New England, where she spent time 

early in her career.

While Kretchmer sets part of her novel 

in the Pacific Northwest (where she lives) 

and in the Chicago area (where she was 

raised); she is a hiker, not a mountain 

Title PagesBook 
Talk
ANOTHER LOST ARK? ... Palo 

Alto author Keith Raffel’s fifth 

novel, “Temple Mount,” tells the 

tale of a Silicon Valley CEO with 

not much to do after selling his 

company. He gets a call from his 

dying grandfather that sends him 

on a quest to find the Ark of the 

Covenant under Jerusalem’s Tem-

ple Mount. The book will launch 

on Sunday, Nov. 2, at 5 p.m. at 

Kepler’s when Raffel will be in 

conversation with Ellen Sussman. 

Info: keplers.com.

BOOK FAIR ... More than 6,000 

“like new” books will be for sale 

at the La Entrada Used Book 

Fair, which runs from 7:30 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Nov. 10 through Nov. 

14 (closed Nov. 11) at La Entrada 

Middle School Multi-Use Room, 

2200 Sharon Road, Menlo Park. 

Books are priced at $1 to $8, with 

cash and checks accepted. Pro-

ceeds support La Entrada School 

and PTA-funded programs. Info: 

Monica Albers at monica.albers@

gmail.com.

PALO ALTO READS TOO... The 

City of Palo Alto Library received 

a $5,000 grant from Cal Humani-

ties to participate in the California 

Reads initiative, which will be 

focusing on thought-provoking 

books. This year’s theme is “War 

comes home,” and focuses on 

veterans returning from military 

service. A family book discussion 

of “The Mailbox” by Audrey Shafer 

will take place on Friday, Nov. 14, 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Chil-

dren’s Library, 1276 Harriet St., 

Palo Alto. The program is free, but 

registration is requested. To regis-

ter go to cityofpaloalto.org/library 

or call 650-329-2436.

FOCUS ON FAILURE ... In his 

book, “Failure and the American 

Writer: A Literary History,”  

Stanford English professor  

Gavin Jones looks at theories 

of failure as portrayed in works 

of classic American literature — 

through the writings of Poe, Twain, 

Melville and more. Jones explores 

their search for new styles, char-

acters and endings, “against a 

backdrop of a turbulent nineteenth 

century,” according to the web-

site. Info: cambridge.org.

EMERGING WRITERS ... Stan-

ford University’s 2014 Saroyan 

Prize for International Writing was 

awarded to Margalit Fox for her 

nonfiction book, “The Riddle of 

the Labyrinth: The Quest to Crack 

an Ancient Code” (HarperCollins 

Publishers, 2013) and  

Kiese Laymon for his novel, “Long 

Division” (Agate Bolden, 2013). 

Selected from a field of 230, each 

winner received $5,000.

Items for Book Talk may 
be emailed to Associate Edi-
tor Carol Blitzer at cblitzer@
paweekly.com.

A monthly section on local books and authors,           edited by Elizabeth Schwyzer

Peninsula, Seattle novelists take books to market — together

by Janet Silver Ghent
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BodyCare

SALE!

with purchase of $25 or more

EXPIRES 10/31/2014

$5OFF
Your Local Natural Food

s Store

COUNTRY SUN NATURAL F;DS
440 S CALIFORNIA AVE  PALO ALTO  650.324.9190

After all other discounts & coupons. Cannot be combined with any other Free or $ OFF Country Sun Coupon.
One coupon per household per day per purchase of $25 or more.

Save 15% to 25%
October 1-31

SUPER
SM;THIE 

Month
IN OUR VITAMIN DEPT 

Save on Protein Powders, 
Superfoods, Super Seeds, & more!

Smoothie Tastings Sundays & Wednesdays!

Octob
er isclimber. “Nor have I ever been a 

minister’s wife,” she said. How-

ever, in researching the book, 

she spent time in Alaska, inter-

viewing climbers at the Denali 

base camp. “If I only took what 

I know, it could be pretty bor-

ing,” she said. “I take what I 

know and embellish upon it.”

Nonetheless, she added, “We 

are both drawn to writing about 

motherhood and other fam-

ily matters, with underlying 

subjects and themes that elicit 

discussion and perhaps even 

controversy. By allowing un-

comfortable topics to surface, 

both books elicit emotional 

reactions. That’s what makes a 

great story, right?” 

Freelance writer Janet Silver 

Ghent can be emailed at ghent-

writer@gmail.com.

What: Authors Christine 
Z. Mason and G. Elizabeth 
Kretchmer discuss their  
novels
Where: Books Inc., Town and 
Country Village, 855 El Cami-
no Real #74, Palo Alto

When: Monday, Oct. 27  

at 7 p.m.

Cost: Free

Info: Go to tinyurl.com/pkx-

9uqc or call 650-321-0600.

Today’s news, 

sports  

& hot picks

Sign up today at  

PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily

 
PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE 

BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1 

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT  

ACCESS CHANNEL 26 

*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.   

THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL  
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

 http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING – 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

October 27, 2014  -  6:00 PM

CLOSED SESSION

 1.  Sterling Park

CONSENT CALENDAR

 2.   Approval of a Two-year Contract with Flint Strategies for a 

Communications and Outreach Contract for Our Palo Alto at a 

Cost Not to Exceed $175,000 

 3.   Approval of Contract with Graham Contractors, Inc. in the 

Amount of $445,586 for Palo Alto Airport Runway and Taxi-

way Rehabilitation Project AP-15003; Approval of Contract for 

a Five Year Term with Mead & Hunt in the Amount Not to Ex-

ceed $250,000 for On-Call Consulting Services;  Approval of 

Contract for a Five Year Term with C&S Companies for On-Call 

Consulting Services in the Amount Not to Exceed $250,000; 

Adoption of a Budget Amendment Ordinance to Adopt and 

Fund Capital Improvement Program Project AP-15003 in the 

Amount of $540,000 and to Defund Capital Improvement Pro-

gram Project AP-15001 Temporary Airport Terminal; and Trans-

fer Funds in the amount of $TBD to the Airport Enterprise Fund 

Operating Budget to Fund Cost of Repairs to Palo Alto Airport 

Terminal 

 4.   Adoption of A Resolution Amending Utilities Rules And Regu-

lations 15 (Metering), 21 (Special Water Utility Regulations), 22 

(Special Gas Utility Regulations), and 23 (Special Wastewater 

Utility Regulations) (UTL)

 5.   Approval of Budget Ordinance Amendment for $200,000 Re-

quest for the Housing Trust Silicon Valley 

 6.   Approval of Mutual Cooperation and Support Agreement Be-

tween the City of Palo Alto and Youth Community Services 

(YCS) for Youth and Teen programs in Partnership with the 

Community Services Department

Appoint Acting City Clerk 

ACTION ITEMS

 8.   Council Review on Expansion to the Shuttle program-Phase 2. 

Presenting an analysis of potential increase in shuttle services 

that studied other “add alternate routes” which were a part of 

the RFP process in April 2014 

 9.   Council Direction on Selection of Voting Delegate for the Na-

tional League of Cities Annual Business Meeting on Saturday, 

November 22, 2014 

 10.  Cubberley Community Center Lease Status and Update

CLOSED SESSION

 11.   CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS- Cub-

berley Community Center

STANDING COMMITTEES

-

ber 30, 2014 at 5:00 PM to discuss the City Clerk Recruitment.


