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Revenge
is sweet

for Menlo
Knights make up for 
two earlier OT losses 

by toppling the champs
by Keith Peters

N ick Hale was in the seventh 
grade when he sat in the 
concrete stands at Indepen-

dence High in San Jose in 2006 and 
watched his brother, Matt, finish 
his senior season at Menlo School 
by winning a Central Coast Section 
Division II title.

“It definitely got me more excited 
about playing for Jack Bowen,” Hale 
said of Menlo’s coach.

Hale joined the Knights the next 
season but didn’t have the kind of 
success his brother did. In fact, Matt 
won three straight CCS titles before 
graduating and heading off to Princ-
eton.

Menlo lost to Sacred Heart Prep 
in Nick Hale’s freshman season in 
2008 and suffered through another 
disappointing loss to the Gators last 
season. The 2010 season also didn’t 
start off well for the Knights as they 
dropped a pair of overtime matches 
to Sacred Heart Prep.

Hale, and his teammates, evi-
dently decided enough was enough. 
The No. 2-seeded Knights ended the 
top-seeded Gators’ three-year hold 
on the CCS Division II trophy with 
a surprising 11-5 victory on a rainy 
Saturday morning at Independence 
High.

“It means so much to back in the 
championship game and beat them, 
after losing twice to them this sea-
son,” Hale said. “I was expecting a 
closer game, but we probably played 
our best game of the season.”

Bowen agreed.
“What you saw today was this 

group buying into being the best,” 
said Bowen, who enjoyed the ritual 
dunking despite the often frigid 
conditions. “We played our game 
plan to a T. Our team defense was 
absolutely phenomenal, and that’s 
the best our counter-attack transi-

Menlo School coach Jack Bowen receives the ritual honor bestowed on winning coaches as he’s carried into the pool by his team following the Knights’ 
11-5 victory over three-time defending champion Sacred Heart Prep in the Central Coast Section Division II finals last Saturday in San Jose.

Members of the Menlo School boys’ water polo team show off their CCS 
Division II trophy after avenging two earlier losses to SHP.

2010 CCS Water Polo Championships

Sacred Heart Prep girls’ coach Jon Burke prepares to make a triumphant 
splash after the Gators won their fourth straight Division II title.

tion game ever looked.”
Menlo had given up nine goals 

to Sacred Heart Prep senior Philip 
Bamberg in a 12-11 sudden-death 
overtime loss in September. In a 
10-8 overtime loss to the Gators in 
October, Bamberg scored twice. On 
Saturday, Menlo’s swarming defense 
held Bamberg to just a single goal. 
Robert Dunlevie, the other half of 
the Gators’ potent one-two scoring 
punch, also was held to one goal.

“We focused on their two main 
shooters,” Hale said of Bamberg 
and Dunlevie.

“We almost played a 3-on-2, on 
Bamberg and Dunlevie,” Bowen 
said. Essentially, any time either 
SHP player got the ball, a second 
defender would slide over and make 
shooting difficult. “We sort of ran 
two separate zones. Those are two 
dangerous shooters.”

Hale and senior John Holland-
McCowan turned out to be the 

dangerous shooters. Hale tallied 
five goals and McCowan added 
three. Hale also had five steals, as 
did senior Jack Finch. McCowan 
had a pair of goals and Hale one as 
Menlo took a 4-1 lead. Bamberg and 
Dunlevie started the second quarter 
with their only goals to cut Menlo’s 
lead to 4-3. The Knights, however, 
then scored four unanswered goals 
on counterattacks to close the half 
with an 8-3 lead with Hale getting 
three of the scores.  

“After Sacred Heart rallied, we 
played borderline flawless,” said 
Bowen, who got 15 saves from se-
nior goalie Keegan Williams plus 
standout efforts from senior Kyle 
Bowman and juniors Wade Avery 
and Jack Lucas.

Menlo finished the season 18-9 
with its sixth CCS title while SHP 
dropped to 19-10, failing to become 
the first Division II boys’ team to win 
four consecutive CCS crowns. 

SHP senior girls bow out with
a fourth consecutive section crown
by Keith Peters

W inning four straight Central 
Coast Section girls’ water 
polo titles is not easy. Since 

the sport began in 1996, only one 
team had accomplished that feat — 
St. Francis. Now, there are two.

Sacred Heart Prep pulled off the 
rare quad of section titles with a 
dominating 12-4 triumph over Cas-
tilleja on Saturday at Independence 
High in San Jose.

Top-seeded SHP (26-3) started 
the season ranked No. 1 in the sec-
tion and finished that way. The 
Gators also didn’t lose to any CCS 

competitor this season.
“We’re just really happy right now 

with this returning group,” said a 
drenched SHP coach Jon Burke, 
who enjoyed yet another ritual 
dunking that never seems to get old. 
“Maintaining consistency over the 
course of three months and then the 
seniors getting a fourth champion-
ship . . . So, I’m excited about that.”

While Burke now has four CCS 
titles on his resume, this one might 
be the most enjoyable.

“This was so special,” he said. 
“It’s a blue-collared group with no 
stars. We never got ahead of our-

selves. Every game was important. 
We never looked down the road.”

The Gators did lose a lot of talent 
off last season’s team and returned 
only four seniors — Catherine 
Donahoe, Sarah Westcott, Emily 
Parsons and Ally Flessel. SHP did 
start the season as the No. 1 team, 
pretty much based on its CCS title. 
The Gators didn’t have a lot of fire-
power to start, but the team grew as 
the season did and defense made a 
big difference.

“Defense has been the cornerstone 

Ke
ith

 P
et

er
s

Ke
ith

 P
et

er
s

Keith Peters

(continued on next page)

Page 32

thanley
Line

thanley
Line

thanley
Line

thanley
Line




