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HAZMAT INCIDENT AT THE MIDTOWN APARTMENT COMPLEX 

PALO ALTO, CA:  On 9/13/11, at 7:20 pm, a resident of an apartment complex called 

911 to report a small explosion and subsequent noxious odor. Palo Alto Police and Fire 

units responded to the Midtown Apartment Complex located on the 2700 block of 

Midtown Court and began to investigate.  

Due to an apparent HAZMAT situation, the apartment complex was evacuated and 

both pedestrian and vehicular traffic were prohibited from the area. Palo Alto Fire 

Department personnel located the source of the odor in a pool supply area beneath a 

stairwell in the center of the complex. Within this storage area, PAFD located a 5 gallon 

bucket containing what appeared to be a chlorine based substance that was violently 

“off gassing”.  The combustible substance was immediately removed from the area and 
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was later mitigated in a rear parking lot.  At approximately 2130 hours, the complex was 

deemed safe and residents were allowed to return to their respective apartments. 

PAFD removed the substance from the scene and stored it for further investigation. At 

this time, it is unknown whether the cause of the explosion was accidental or intentional.  

Personnel from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms will eventually analyze 

the contents of the bucket to determine why an explosion occurred.  

Seven residents and one Palo Alto Firefighter were evaluated for exposure to the 

substance. All were treated and released from the scene. Red Cross personnel assisted 

one displaced family that was unable to return to their residence as a result of its 

proximity to area being investigated.   

Anyone with further information about this incident is encouraged to call the Police 

Department at (650) 329-2413. Anonymous tips can be emailed to paloalto@tipnow.org, 

or anonymous voicemails and text messages can be sent to (650) 383-8984.  

No further information is available at this time.  
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