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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DEATH REVIEW TEAM-PRESS CONFERENCE 2011 
RELEASE OF FINAL REPORT 2010 (SPEAK UP-SAVE LIVES) 
 
The Domestic Violence Death Review Team announces the release of the final report for 
2010. The Domestic Violence Death Review Team is a Committee of the Santa Clara 
County Domestic Violence Council. The team reviewed all domestic violence related 
deaths that occurred in Santa Clara County during the previous year in the hopes that 
such an in-depth review would lead to the saving of future lives. 
 
The review of identified cases is done by a multi-disciplinary team.  
Committee representatives come from the District Attorney’s office, San José’s Family 
Domestic Violence Advisory Board, local law enforcement, the therapeutic community, 
victim advocacy agencies, Probation Department, The Department of Correction, Pretrial 
Services, Department of  Family and Children’s Services, Adult Protective Services, 
Family Court Services, Family Law Bar, Asian Pacific Family Communities Against 
Domestic Violence, Victim Witness, the GLBT community, batterer’s intervention 
programs and the Coroner’s office. 
 
There were five (5) domestic violence related deaths in Santa Clara County last year. Of 
those 4 were murder/suicides (2 events) and 1 homicide. Of the five deaths, 2 were from 
the Asian community, 2 from the Caucasian community and one from the Hispanic 
community. No one from the African American or immigrant communities (less than 
10 years in the U.S.) died this year. We also lost one person from our GLBT community.  
 
The ages of homicide victims ran from 28 to 70 years of age. One senior lost their life 
this year and this is the first such death in the senior community in over 5 years.  
 
No children lost their lives in domestic violence incidents this year and one child 
survived the lost of their only parent. 
 
There was an indication of substance abuse in one case and in four cases the couples 
involved were separated, divorced or discussing either at the time of the deaths.  
This continues to bolster the committee’s finding that the time of separation (or the 
discussion of it) is a very dangerous time for domestic violence victims. 
 
The Committee also discovered a number of similarities in the deaths. We have listed 
those as “red flags.” The list contains facts we deduced from the deaths we studied. 
They may not apply in every situation. These include  
 

• Separation or talk of it prior to the homicide, 
•  Extreme jealously, possessiveness 
•  Prior unreported domestic violence  
•  Unemployment or underemployment 
•  Stalking behavior 
•  Threats of suicide and or homicide 
•  Depression 
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• Kidnapping or falsely imprisoning a victim 
• Perpetrators were also noted to be loners, with no real friends outside the 

relationship 
• Perpetrators controlled the victim financially and otherwise and became 

distraught at the discussion of any separation.  
• The committee also noted that the perpetrators in these cases had attachment 

issues which started in their early years and early learning or emotional problems.  
• Meticulous planning by the perpetrator prior to the death 
• Untreated and inadequately treated mental health issues 
• Access to handguns-legally obtained 
 
 
It is our hope that when people begin to see a number of “red flags” in their own or 
other’s relationships they will seek help before it is too late. 
 

There is also very good news in this year’s report.  
 

• The District Attorney’s office reviewed over four thousand four hundred and 
thirty three (4,433) domestic violence cases in 2010 and not one of those 
victims or perpetrators lost their lives in 2010.  

• We also did not lose any members of our African American or immigrant 
communities.   

• The numbers of deaths were down this year from eleven deaths in 2009. There 
were also fewer deadly incidents, three as opposed to five last year. Our 
highest incident rate was in 2000 with 15 separate incidents. 

 
The Domestic Violence Death Review Committee has listed several reasons why they 
believe the numbers are down this year: 
 
(1) Continued reporting of non-lethal domestic violence incidents by the community; 
(2) Confiscation of guns at domestic violence incidents by well trained officers; 
(3) Arrest and thorough follow-up by well trained law enforcement officers; 
(4) Prosecution by the District Attorney’s office; 
(5) Through investigation by the office of Pretrial Services; 
(6) Advocacy support for victims and their children by agencies and programs; 
(7) Appropriate sentences for perpetrators by Judges and court orders which the 

Probation Department makes sure are adhered to; 
(8) Counseling for victims, children and perpetrators; 
(9) Community campaigns on domestic violence; 
(10) In custody and community intervention programs; 
(11) Availability of restraining orders; 
(12) Increased community awareness; 
(13) Collaborations of the county , victim advocacy agencies and community based 

organizations-working together on domestic violence issues; 
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(14) Collaborations between county agencies, for example Adult Protective Services , 
Pretrial Services, Family Court Services, Probation, DFCS and the District 
Attorney’s office. 

(15)   Corporations having workplace violence policies which include early detection,             
           intervention and protection of victims. 
(16)    Attorneys appointed for children when domestic violence is discovered. 
 
We also know that all the members on the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee 
take what they learn in the review of these cases and apply it to their everyday work in 
their own agencies. This helps save lives. 
 
Again this year the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee compiled a list of 
danger signs in relationships which we hope will help victims and their families 
recognize the danger and reach out for help. 
 
(1) The perpetrator wants to know everything about you from the moment you 

meet. i.e. phone numbers, access codes and computer passwords. 
(2)  The perpetrator does not want you to have a life outside of your relationship. 
       He or she will try to do everything possible to end your prior associations and 
       friendships. 
(3)  The perpetrator’s intensity scares you but…you don’t listen to that inner voice 
       and try to excuse the conduct. Listen to that voice. 
(4)  All threats must be taken seriously whether or not you feel the perpetrator 
       has the means to follow through on them, or later makes the excuse that they 
       were just kidding. 
(5)  The perpetrator keeps you on an emotional roller coaster. 
(6)  If you have a break up the perpetrator will not accept it and continue to try to 
       get you back into the relationship. Get a restraining order. 
(7)  The perpetrator uses force to control you but tries to pretend they were “just playing” 
(8)  The perpetrator will apologize profusely for “bad” conduct but will then repeat it on     
        another occasion. 
(9)   The perpetrator shows explosive anger not in relation to the incident. 
(10) The perpetrator never takes responsibility for the rifts in the relationship, always  
         blames the victim. 
(11) The perpetrator has hiding places for items (i.e. guns/deadly weapons) in the home 
        and the victim is not allowed in that area. 
(12)  The perpetrator monitors phone calls, cell phones, email and the victim’s computer 
         and will confiscate the victim’s important papers. 
 
The Committee decided to maintain the same theme from last year, “Speak Up – Save 
Lives”. We know that members of our committee, the Domestic Violence Council, The 
Domestic Violence/Family Violence Advisory Board and other professionals committed 
themselves to educating the community on this issue last year and we want that to 
continue that all out effort in 2010. We recognize that the hard work of everyone in this 
community has helped save the lives of other community members affected by domestic 
violence. 
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The Committee has also compiled a list of recommendations for the Domestic Violence 
Council to advise implementation of to the Board of Supervisors. These 
recommendations include increased education in the community with a specific emphasis 
on our immigrant, disabled community, teens, and elders. We also stressed the need for 
additional services for the mentally ill in our community. We would like to see legislation 
which requires all mental health professionals to have extended domestic violence 
education. The current requirement does not contain a sufficient number of hours in our 
opinion. 
 
We would also like to continue to encourage local school districts to develop curriculums 
that address the issues of domestic violence, dating violence and stalking and encourage 
other public and private agencies who deal with families in traumatic situation s to assess 
for domestic violence. 
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