
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             Contact:  Andrew Kiefer 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008                  (916) 448-5802 
 
 

Governor Wilson, State and Congressional Leaders, 
Party Leadership & Activists Unite to Announce  
California Republicans Aligned For Tomorrow 

 
CRAFT to Focus on Candidate Encouragement, Preparation & Support for 

Constitutional Offices and United States Senate 
         

SACRAMENTO – Today, former Governor Pete Wilson, California Republican Party 
(CRP) Chairman Ron Nehring, State and Congressional Leaders, former CRP Chairman 
Duf Sundheim and party activists came together to announce the formation of California 
Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow (CRAFT). 
 
 “California history shows that when Republicans field strong candidates with broad 
appeal, we win elections,” stated CRAFT CEO, Duf Sundheim.  “CRAFT’s mission is to 
identify, encourage and help the best men and women become tomorrow’s United States 
Senators, Governors and statewide constitutional officers.” 

 
CRAFT is a non-profit organization created to position the Republican Party to compete 
and win statewide offices in California.  The organization’s mission is to encourage, train 
and deliver professional resources to candidates who have the leadership traits necessary 
to move the Golden State forward. 
 
“In business, success is determined by a company’s people; from top to bottom, talent 
and perseverance makes the difference between mediocrity and success,” Chairman of 
CRAFT Larry Dodge said.  “California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow is dedicated 
to Republican statewide victory.  Now is the time to organize, assist and encourage 
Republican candidates to win in 2010 and every election thereafter.”    
 
CRAFT Vice-Chairman Paul Folino added, “Leadership must be cultivated, nurtured and 
measured to ensure that the best and brightest are leading the way, which is how the GOP 
should approach candidate development. CRAFT represents a new, sophisticated 
approach to assisting the California Republican Party’s efforts to win statewide office.”  
   



Through a professionalized process, CRAFT will search California for candidates who 
can win election to statewide office. CRAFT will raise and invest the necessary resources 
to ensure candidates for statewide office are ready and able to win by doing: 
 

o Public opinion and issues research 
o GOP policy development consistent with each office 
o Candidate training  
o Political and financial support  
 

Republican Party Chairman Ron Nehring stated, “As Chairman of the California 
Republican Party, I support Republicans building for the future.  CRAFT is one of many 
GOP-based organizations working to further strengthen our party, and I commend their 
efforts.  I look forward to working with them as we fight for our Republican nominees.” 
 

#  #  # 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Encouraging Republican Candidates for Statewide Office  

! Republicans have owned the Governor’s Office for 20 of the last 25 years.  
George Deukmejian, Pete Wilson and Arnold Schwarzenegger have 
championed economic growth, public safety, and educational excellence.  
Collectively, Republican Governors have delivered prosperity.  
Unfortunately, California’s Republican governors have consistently 
struggled to overcome a majority of ultra-liberal Democrats in the State 
Assembly, State Senate and other constitutional offices.  

! The California Republican Party plays a crucial role in California’s electoral 
process by registering voters, volunteering in precincts and using the latest 
technology to get GOP voters to the polls on Election Day.  That is why our 
Party’s grassroots operations are among the country’s best. 

! To strengthen and maintain a statewide GOP presence, the California 
Republican Party needs a partner to encourage and support candidates 
seeking higher office.  Having the best qualified candidates run for office 
doesn’t happen by accident...it takes a concerted effort.   

CRAFT – A New Approach and a Winning Team  
! California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow (CRAFT) is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to identifying, encouraging and supporting 
Republican candidates to win statewide office.   

! CRAFT is comprised of an independent Board of Directors and is 
developing a diverse advisory board dedicated to the long-term success of 
the GOP in California.   

Singular Focus & Professional Approach 
! CRAFT will seek out men and women who demonstrate strong leadership 

and the skills needed to move the Golden State forward.      

! CRAFT will provide support through public opinion and issues research, 
candidate training, and political support.  The result will be the development 
of a deep bench of qualified candidates to fight for the people of California. 

! Through a professionalized process and narrow focus, CRAFT will provide 
the California Republican Party with the best chance to win in the 2010 
General Election and position the Party for success in decades to come.    

California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow is a tax-exempt organization under IRS code 26 U.S.C. § 527.  For 
more information, call 650-327-6295 



 

 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 
California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow (CRAFT) is committed to 
identifying, encouraging and supporting the most qualified men and women to 
wage and win election campaigns for statewide constitutional offices and the 
United States Senate.  
As a non-profit organization governed by an independent Board of Directors and 
supported by a broad based advisory board, CRAFT will encourage, train and 
deliver professional resources to individuals who have the leadership traits 
necessary to move our Golden State forward. 
 

Organizational Goals 
 

! Through a professionalized process and with a laser focus, CRAFT will 
search California for candidates who can win election to statewide office. 

! CRAFT will raise and invest the necessary resources to ensure the 
Republican Party has candidates for statewide office who are ready and able 
to win by engaging in the following: 

o Public opinion and issues research 
o GOP policy development consistent with each office 
o Candidate training  
o Political and financial support  

! CRAFT will work collaboratively with the California Republican Party and 
Republican elected officials and activists throughout California. 

! CRAFT will also work to build a broad base of financial supporters and 
partners to help fulfill the organization’s mission. 

California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow is a tax-exempt organization under IRS code 26 U.S.C. § 527.  For 
more information, call 650-327-6295 
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What Republican Leaders Are Saying About CRAFT 
 
 
   
"I came to Sacramento to change how Government does business, take power away from the special 
interests, remove bureaucratic barriers and make overdue reforms.  Real reform requires a long term 
commitment and that is why CRAFT is an important part of the solution.  Of course, in German, Kraft 
means strength - and I believe this organization will provide a strong framework to cultivate the next 
generation of Republican leaders who, like me, believe that business as usual can no longer rule the 
day in Sacramento.  I look forward to working with CRAFT to build a winning and lasting Republican 
team." – Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 
“I enthusiastically support the creation of CRAFT to help the Republican Party identify, encourage and 
support qualified candidates for statewide office.   CRAFT will complement the California Republican 
Party by allowing them to focus on the core mission of the Party; registering Republicans and turning 
out voters on Election Day.  This will be of tremendous assistance to Governor Schwarzenegger and 
future GOP Governors.” – Pete Wilson, Former Governor 
 
“As Chairman of the California Republican Party, I support Republicans building for the future.  
CRAFT is one of many GOP-based organizations working to further strengthen our party, and I 
commend their efforts.  I look forward to working with them as we fight for our Republican 
nominees.” – Ron Nehring, Chairman, California Republican Party 
 
“CRAFT will fill a crucial role in California.  As the Assembly Republican leader, I strongly support 
their efforts to encourage and support candidates for statewide offices – the deeper the bench, the better 
we are.  The goals and the resources of CRAFT will ensure that GOP candidates are competitive in up 
coming races and help drive turnout to increase Republican membership in the State Assembly.” - 
Assembly Republican Leader, Mike Villines 
 
“As the Chair of the Republican Women’s Caucus and lifelong conservative, I’m thrilled to support 
CRAFT.  The organization’s dedication to winning and focus on encouraging talented statewide GOP 
candidates means Republicans will be in a tremendous position to win seats in upcoming elections.” – 
Assemblywoman Sharon Runner, Chair Republican Women’s Caucus    
 
"California's Republican party has a strong history and a bright future, if we do the hard work that 
needs to be done. The CRAFT initiative is about encouraging good candidates, raising the resources 
necessary to compete, and communicating our vision of lower taxes, less regulation, and personal 
freedom." – Congressman David Dreier, Chair California Republican Congressional Delegation 
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“I strongly believe that CRAFT’s mission to help field competitive statewide candidates will build 
momentum for success in Congressional districts throughout the state.  Finding highly-qualified, 
diverse candidates to compete and win top-of-the-ticket statewide races is not only good for the 
Republican Party and California; it is integral to restoring GOP control of Congress.” – Congressman 
Kevin McCarthy 
 
“As a former statewide candidate and member of the California State Assembly, I firmly believe that 
CRAFT will help ensure that Republican candidates are in the best position to win in the General 
Election.   I’m confident that CRAFT’s long-term commitment coupled with the efforts of the 
California Republican Party, will mean a winning statewide ticket in 2010 and in future elections to 
come.”  - Tony Strickland, Former Assemblymember 
 
“The quality of a candidate is the most important ingredient to winning.  CRAFT’s singular dedication 
to identifying and developing a strong team of candidates means that Republicans will be well 
positioned to win statewide races in 2010 and for years to come.” - Steve Presson, Steve Presson & 
Associates 
 
“As Northern Region Vice-Chairman of the California Republican Party, I believe CRAFT will serve 
as a great complement to the state party.  Identifying a strong team of qualified, exciting candidates 
will increase interest in the vision and platform of the Party and help the GOP’s efforts to increase 
Republican registration and turnout, and ultimately, win seats." - Jerry Maltby, Northern Region 
Vice-Chairman California Republican Party  
 
“As a life-long GOP activist and President of the County Chairman’s Association, I strongly support 
CRAFT.   The Republican Party’s core function is to register new voters and ensure they turnout on 
Election Day.  CRAFT’s mission to help field viable statewide candidates will excite the Republican 
base and help make my job of increasing voter turnout successful.” – Keen Butcher, President 
County Chairman’s Association 
  
“CRAFT is important to all California Republicans. Its focus will ensure that we have strong statewide 
candidates for the future who are prepared to win. I strongly support CRAFT and all Republican 
organizations like it. I firmly believe their efforts help deliver Republican candidates and victories for 
years to come.” – John Herrington, Former Chairman of the California Republican Party 
 
“CRAFT can play a vital role looking forward to 2010, and beyond.  The existence of a group 
dedicated to identifying quality candidates sends an important signal that Republicans intend to be 
genuinely competitive at every level.” – Wayne Johnson, Partner Johnson and Clark and 
Associates 
 
“As a former Republican Leader and Chair of the State Party, I strongly endorse CRAFT.  Its efforts 
are a perfect complement to the California Republican Party and its focus on identifying quality 
candidates will deliver statewide GOP victories in 2010 and in the many elections to follow.”  - Bob 
Naylor, Partner, Nielsen, Merksamer, Parrinello, Mueller and Naylor, LLC. & Past Chairman of 
the California Republican Party 



 

California Republicans Aligned for Tomorrow is a tax-exempt organization under IRS code 26 U.S.C. § 527.  For more 
information, call 650-327-6295 

 

“CRAFT will complement the California Republican Party.  As the Secretary of the Party, I believe 
CRAFT’s effort to find strong, viable candidates will position the Party to win elections and increase 
Republican voter registration in our state.  Creating a bench of qualified candidates will make the party 
competitive in 2010 and beyond.” – Jalene Forbis, Past Secretary, California Republican Party 
 
“As the President of the California Women’s Leadership Association, I’m excited to support CRAFT 
and its mission.  I’m confident that CRAFT’s goal of finding, encouraging and supporting qualified 
GOP candidates for statewide office will mean more female Republican candidates and an even 
brighter future for our party.” – Julie Vandermost, President, California Women’s Leadership 
Association 
 
“For Republicans to again win a majority of the statewide offices in California, we must have 
candidates that are bright, talented, committed and prepared to run. This has not always been the case 
in recent elections. CRAFT's singular focus on finding our best and brightest and helping them prepare 
to run for office will put us in a position to win statewide again.” – Congressman John Campbell 
 
“CRAFT is the right organization at the right time.  As the former California Secretary of State, I’m 
confident that CRAFT’s narrow focus on candidate recruitment and preparation will mean more 
Republicans will win statewide offices in the years to come.” – Bruce McPherson, Former 
California Secretary of State 
 
“California’s Republican Party needs candidates ready to compete and win statewide elections. 
 CRAFT is a much-needed and welcome addition to such an effort.  As a Republican activist and 
consultant, I strongly believe finding, preparing and supporting tomorrow’s statewide candidates will 
ensure a brighter future for the California Republican Party.” – Tom Ross, Partner Meridian Pacific 
Consulting Inc. 
 
“History has shown that talented and prepared Republican candidates win in California, so it is 
especially helpful that an organization such as CRAFT is focused on cultivating candidates capable of 
winning on a regular basis.  CRAFT’s entrance will enhance Republican efforts to compete at the 
statewide level, win back seats from Democrats and ultimately, generate significant financial resources 
to expand GOP membership in Congress and the Legislature.” - Joe Justin, Justin Company 



 
 
 

Lawrence K. Dodge 
 
Lawrence K. (Larry) Dodge, Founding Chairman, CEO, Director and Majority Stockholder of American 
Sterling Corporation and its subsidiaries, oversees a dynamic group of companies encompassing insurance and 
insurance systems (American Sterling Insurance Company, American Sterling Insurance Services), retail 
finance (American Sterling Financial Corporation, now an operation of American Sterling Bank), computer 
imaging software development (4i Solutions, Inc., merged into American Sterling Corporation), technology and 
venture capital investments (American Sterling Capital Corporation, American Sterling Communications LLC), 
and international media, TV and feature film production (American Sterling Productions, LTD). Presently, ASP 
has several new films and documentaries underway including projects in China.  American Sterling Group 
recently made an acquisition of a federal banking organization adding to its current commercial and mortgage 
banking division (American Sterling Bank).  Together these companies, known as the “American Sterling 
Group,” have combined annual sales and revenue of approximately $2.5 billion. 
  
A third generation native Californian, born and raised on a citrus farm in Redlands, California, Larry joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps following high school, serving as an aviator with the 1st Marine Air Wing.  Continuing his 
education while in the service, Larry earned a degree in Business from the University of Maryland. 
 
After leaving active duty with the Marines, Larry joined the management program of Household International 
Corporation.  Two years later, he joined General Acceptance Corporation as regional director of business 
development, where he was credited with turning the Western U.S. Region into the company’s top worldwide 
performer.  His record of success next led him to 1st Thrift of America where he was business development 
director and advisor to the Board of Directors. 
 
Finally, in the late 1960’s, a strong desire to form his own business gave him the impetus to embark on his own 
with the acquisition of a national insurance group.  At 27 years of age, this made him the youngest CEO of a 
national insurance group, a benchmark that still exists to this day.  In 1971, he acquired a controlling interest in 
a national bank and became the youngest national bank chairman, another benchmark that still survives today.  
All of this led to the creation of the American Sterling Group. 
 
Larry and his wife Kristina, along with sons Todd and Randy and daughter, Laurenz, are active in numerous 
community organizations, including Chapman University, Dodge College of Film and Media Arts, Orange CA; 
President’s Cabinet, Chapman University, Orange, CA; Boys and Girls Club of San Juan Capistrano, CA; 
Redlands Public School District, Redlands, CA; St. Margaret’s Episcopal School, San Juan Capistrano, CA; 
Ocean Institute, Dana Point, CA; Kansas City Art Institute, Kansas City, MO; Sunshine Center School for 
medically fragile children, Independence, MO; Hope House for abused women and families, Kansas City, MO; 
University of California at Irvine, CA; Truman Heartland Community Foundation, Independence, MO; 
Rainbow Center for disabled children and adults, Blue Springs, MO; Senatorial Inner Circle, Washington, DC; 
and the Republican National Committee, Washington, DC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Paul F. Folino 
 
Mr. Folino is a "Washingtonian" born on January 23, 1945.  Reared in Seattle, Washington, he attended Central 
Washington State University where he majored in social sciences and graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree.  After graduation, he immediately enrolled at Seattle University where he received his Masters of 
Business Administration degree while working full time at Boeing Company in Materials Management. 
 
In 1970, Mr. Folino joined the Seattle branch of Xerox Corporation where he held various sales positions 
including National Accounts Manager and Branch Sales Manager.  Those assignments were followed by 
successive promotions to Regional Sales Planning Manager, District Sales Manager and finally, Region General 
Manager.  Mr. Folino was part of the original Xerox team that launched Ethernet networking products into the 
marketplace. 
 
In 1984, Mr. Folino joined Eczel Corporation as Vice President and General Manager and was later promoted to 
President and Chief Operating Officer by 1986.  Eczel was a subsidiary of Crown Zellerbach, a Fortune 500 
company, and a national distributor of microcomputers, supplies, accessories and peripherals.  Eczel was 
eventually acquired by Sir James Goldsmith after a corporate takeover of Crown Zellerbach in 1986 and 
eventually sold to a third party. 
 
In late 1987, Mr. Folino left the technology arena for two years before getting back into the sector when he 
joined the Thomas-Conrad Corporation in 1990 as Managing Director of their international business.  Thomas-
Conrad was a privately held manufacturer of network interface products including offerings in the FDDI, Token 
Ring and Ethernet markets.  After a very short time, Paul was promoted to President and Chief Operating 
Officer of the company which experienced growth from $18 million to nearly $60 million during his tenure and 
recognition from "INC. Magazine" as one of the top ten fastest growing privately held corporations in America. 
 
Mr. Folino presently serves as Executive Chairman of Emulex Corporation after joining the company as 
President and Chief Executive Officer in May 1993.  In this role, Mr. Folino focuses on strategic investments 
and initiatives for the NYSE publicly traded corporation with a market capitalization of over $1.5 billion and 
over 84 million shares outstanding.  Emulex is the industry's preeminent source for a broad range of advanced 
storage networking infrastructure solutions spanning host bus adapters, embedded storage switches, I/O 
controllers and SAN Storage Switches.  Mr. Folino was recognized as the 1999 Orange County Co-
Entrepreneur of the Year for technology as well as Ernst & Young’s 2000 Orange County Director of the Year 
for high growth technology.  More recently, Mr. Folino was recognized in 2006 by the Los Angeles Times as 
"one of the top 100 most influential" people in Southern California and "Orange County Philanthropist of the 
Year" by the Association of Fund Raising Professionals. 
 
Mr. Folino lives in Southern California with his wife, Daranne, and daughter, Courtney, and sits on several non-
profit boards including the Orange County Performing Arts Center, Chapman University, Cal State Fullerton's 
Business School, Orange County High School of the Arts and the New Majority, as well as the Commercial 
Bank of California, Microsemi Corporation and Solarflare Communications in the corporate sector. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Dean Spanos 
 
In 1994, Alex Spanos appointed his son, Dean, as President and Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego 
Chargers. That season turned out to be one of the most memorable in Chargers’ history as the team advanced to 
Super Bowl XXIX.  
  
Under Dean’s leadership and astute business acumen, the Chargers have reclaimed the mantle as one of the elite 
teams in the NFL.  
 
The past four seasons have seen the Chargers win 46 games, three AFC West titles and enjoy 29 consecutive 
sellouts at Qualcomm Stadium.  
 
Spanos has overseen the effort and provided the resources to keep the young and talented roster intact. As of 
June 2007, 28 of the team’s key veterans had been signed or re-signed to new contracts through at least the 
2009 season. This continuity, combined with one of the League’s youngest and most talented rosters — 
including 11 players coming off Pro Bowl seasons — points to a bright and winning future for the team. 
 
Dean has spearheaded the efforts to make Chargers fans enjoyment among the best in the NFL, as last year the  
Chargers were named the League’s most fan-friendly team by FansVoice.com. 
 
Spanos’ personal relationship with San Diego has played a key role in the team’s success. Dean and the Spanos  
family are recognized as one of pro football’s most philanthropic families and one of Southern California’s 
most active and caring contributors. His unending financial and emotional support of youth sports and education 
is unmatched in San Diego. 
 
Spanos’ commitment to San Diego and the team is clear. He has dedicated millions of dollars to develop a plan  
to give San Diegans a modern football-only stadium and secure a home for their football team. His leadership of 
the team and passion for San Diego is undeniable. The reason for this heartfelt bond is clear: Dean has proudly 
called San Diego home since the day he moved his family to the area in 1984. 
 
DUAL PRESIDENCIES 
 
Spanos takes an active role in every aspect of the football team as well as all Spanos corporate entities. He 
oversees all business and football operations of the Chargers. He also plays a prominent role in league affairs, 
serving on the NFL’s Business Ventures, International and Legislative Committees. 
 
After his father purchased majority interest in the team on August 1, 1984, Dean became the man behind the  
scenes for the Chargers while serving as president of all Spanos corporate entities and vice chairman of the 
AGS Financial Corporation. For 34 years, Dean has been working alongside his father in apartment 
construction and land development in the family-owned business. He shares the responsibility with his brother, 
Michael, for all construction operations nationwide and all financial matters relating to the acquisition and 
development of projects for the Spanos organization. 
 
CONTINUES TRADITION OF GIVING 
 
In addition to running the football organization, Dean has continued the long-standing tradition of community 
service and support made famous by the Spanos family and the Chargers. 
 



 
 
 
 
In March 2000, he announced the creation of Chargers Champions, an education and fitness initiative benefiting 
San Diego County students and schools. Since its inception, 159 outstanding high school juniors have been 
selected for their outstanding leadership and awarded $7,000 tuition scholarships and laptop computers. 
Chargers Champions also makes a strong commitment to improving the health of the County’s children by 
providing grants up to $75,000 for physical fitness improvements on school campuses. This commitment of 
more than $400,000 annually in educational scholarships and grants — exceeding $3 million over the past eight 
years-is unmatched in San Diego. 
 
To date, Spanos’ Chargers Champions brainchild has provided funding for nearly 50 health and fitness projects 
in local schools, including 17 weight rooms/ fitness centers, seven outdoor playing fields/tracks, eight fitness 
trails and a myriad of other projects and programs dedicated to improving the health of San Diego’s kids. 
 
Local students received a giant boost in 2000 when the Spanos family and Chargers Community Foundation 
supplied the initial funding to organize the first-ever freshman football and girls volleyball programs in the 16 
San Diego City high schools. This major public-private partnership provides more than 1,000 extracurricular 
opportunities annually for students. 
 
Youth football in San Diego has known no greater champion than Spanos and the Chargers. Most recently, 
Spanos’ financial support made possible the creation of a new Challenger Division for San Diego’s Palomar 
Pop Warner League.  
 
Dean also is a strong supporter of San Diego’s Police, Fire and Sheriff’s departments, providing more than  
$600,000 in grants and direct assistance in just the last few years. Thanks to Dean’s generosity, critical 
communications centers have been upgraded and new horse patrol trailers and mobile command units for the 
Police department have been purchased. Wildfire fighting gear has been purchased as has other fire fighting 
equipment for local agencies. In response to the increase of child abduction cases, Dean hosted and paid for 
critical law enforcement training classes for the Sheriff’s department. 
 
Dean continues to be a major force in the San Diego business and civic communities. He is a major contributor 
to Children’s Hospital, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater San Diego, Star/Pal, Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America, San Diego State University Campanile Foundation, University of San Diego and the San Diego Police 
Foundation.  
 
Another huge economic benefit to the community came in 1998 when Dean and Alex Spanos secured Super 
Bowl XXXVII for the City of San Diego. It marked the second time in five years that the City of San Diego 
enjoyed the huge financial windfall from hosting a Super Bowl. Super Bowl XXXVII in January 2003 brought 
more than $300 million to the San Diego economy. 
 
COMMUNITY HONORS 
 
Community honors come frequently to Dean and his wife, Susie.  Just this year, the local Salvation Army 
named them as their Most Valuable Philanthropists.   
 
A year ago Spanos was honored with an appointment by President George W. Bush to be a Member of the 
Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
“I am honored that President Bush has entrusted this position to me,” Spanos said.  “I look forward to playing a 
role in supporting the nation’s most prestigious arts center.” 
 
Dean had the unique distinction of being a second-generation recipient of the renowned Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor in 2002, 16 years after his father was similarly honored. He was also inducted into the DeMolay 
International Alumni Hall of Fame in 2002. DeMolay International is an organization dedicated to preparing 
young men to lead successful and productive lives. 
 
Also in 2006, Dean was the honored recipient of the Golden Achievement Award from the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of San Diego. This recognition was given for Dean’s contributions to the Boys & Girls Clubs as well as the San 
Diego community. Junior Achievement of San Diego also honored Dean that year for his community leadership 
and specifically for his support of youth education initiatives by inducting him into its Hall of Fame. 
 
The Chargers, under Dean’s guidance, were awarded the 2007 Pop Warner NFL Team of the Year in 
recognition of their on-going support of youth football. The Warner Award, the top honor of the national Pop 
Warner football organization was bestowed upon Dean for his commitment to youth football and its Little 
Scholars education initiative in 2005. The San Diego Chapter of the National Football Foundation also has 
presented Dean with its highest honor, the Distinguished American Award, and in ‘04, presented him with the 
Cota Award for community philanthropy and the support of law enforcement.  In 2001, the San Diego Hall of 
Champions Sports Museum presented Dean and Susie with their Community Champions Award, the Hall’s 
most distinguished award. The couple received the Harold Leventhal Community Service Award in 2003, the 
top award of the Huntington’s Disease Society of America, presented by the national board for their generosity. 
 
MORE THAN A BUSINESSMAN 
 
An avid golfer since his college years, Dean has been on the winning team in five Pro-Am tournaments, 
including back-to-back wins in 1990 at the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic and the AT&T National Pro-Am at 
Pebble Beach with partner Hubert Green. He successfully defended his title at the Hope Classic in 1991. 
Spanos’ first win came with Green at the 1985 Bing Crosby Pro-Am at Pebble Beach, where Dean was awarded 
the “Most Valuable Amateur” trophy for supplying the most help to his professional partner. Later that year, his 
second win came in the 1985 Senior Players Reunion Pro-Am in Dallas, where he teamed with Billy Casper. 
 
Dean Alexander Spanos was born in Stockton, California. He earned varsity letters in football and golf at 
Lincoln High School in Stockton. Dean received the Lincoln High Hall of Fame Award, which honors alumni 
whose contributions and accomplishments are representative of the school. He was recognized for his 
achievements in the areas of business and athletics. Dean continued his golfing career at the University of the 
Pacific in Stockton, California. He graduated in 1972 with a degree in business administration. He maintains 
close ties with his alma mater, having served as a regent at the University. 
 
 



 
 
 

William Lyon 
 
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 
 
William Lyon is Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of William Lyon Homes headquartered in 
Newport Beach, California. William Lyon and his combined companies have produced more than 100,000 
residential units spanning a history of more than 50 years.  
 
In 1981, William Lyon and partner, George Argyros, purchased AirCal, a regional airline. In 1982, Lyon 
assumed the position of Chairman, President & CEO of the carrier. In 1983, the airline became public; it 
merged with American Airlines in 1987.  
 
In June 1985 The William Lyon Company, along with another investor, acquired Miami-based Senior Corp., a 
REIT. In October 1987 Senior Corp acquired three separate companies from Pacific Lighting Corporation. In 
August of 1988 The William Lyon Company and General Lyon acquired the balance of the stock of Senior 
Corp. At the end of 1991, Senior Corp had remaining assets which included several large land-holdings in 
California, Colorado and Florida.  
 
In 1985 William Lyon formed an apartment division which has remained in business since that time with 
separate partnerships predominantly in California, but in other states as well. The governance of this company, 
The William Lyon Property Management Company, and affiliates is chaired by William Lyon.  
 
In October 1987 William Lyon, along with several minority investors, acquired from Pacific Lighting 
Corporation, The Presley Companies, a home building company that operates in California, Arizona and New 
Mexico. In 1991 The Presley Companies had a successful initial public offering of its common stock and raised 
in excess of $70 million.  
 
In November 1999 William Lyon and his son, William H. Lyon, tendered a significant number of shares of The 
Presley Companies and sold the assets of William Lyon Homes to Presley. The surviving entity was renamed 
William Lyon Homes, Inc.  
 
On May 15, 2003 a group of founders and investors opened Commercial Bank of California in Costa Mesa, CA. 
William Lyon serves as a board member and as Chairman of the Board.  
 
On July 25, 2006, William Lyon and his son, William H. Lyon, purchased all the outstanding shares of William 
Lyon Homes, Inc. and it again became a privately-owned company.  
 
MILITARY EXPERIENCE  
 
Major General Lyon was Chief of the Air Force Reserve from 1975 to 1979. He was selected for this 
prestigious assignment by the Chief of Staff of the Air Force in April of 1975. General Lyon was nominated to 
the Senate for confirmation by President Gerald R. Ford. This responsibility included management of a 
$700,000,000 budget which encompassed the activities of approximately 200,000 reservists. During General 
Lyon's distinguished military career of more than 35 years, he flew combat missions in Korea and served in 
assignments in Europe, the Pacific and North Africa during World War II. During his career, he received 17 
awards and decorations including the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation.  
  



 
 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
University of Southern California  
Dallas Aviation School and Air College  
 
PERSONAL  
 
William Lyon was born March 9, 1923, in Los Angeles, California. He is married to the former Willa Dean 
Harwell from Haskell, Texas. They have five children.  
 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
 
California Republican Party, Chairman, Team California – 2004, 2006  
Member, Republican Party Team 100  
Founding Member, Republican Party California Team 100  
Founding Member, New Majority Committee, Republican Party  
 
BOARD AFFILIATIONS  
 
Chairman, William Lyon Homes Board of Directors  
Chairman, Commercial Bank of California Board of Directors  
Board Member, Fidelity National Title Group, Inc.  
Board Member, American Airlines (Retired)  
Life Member, USC Board of Trustees  
Board Member, USC Marshall School of Business – Board of Leaders 2005  
Member, President’s Cabinet of Chapman University  
Member, Chapman University’s Center for Real Estate & Finance Board of Advisors  
Life Member, Board of National Association of Home Builders  
Board Member, Woodside Credit  
 
MILITARY AFFILIATIONS  
 
Life Member, Air Force Association  
Chairman of the Board, Academy Research and Development Institute, USAF Academy  
Chairman Emeritus of The Falcon Foundation, USAF Academy  
Director, The Falcon Foundation, USAF Academy  
Director, Air Force Academy Foundation, Inc. USAF Academy  
Member, Advisory Committee, Association of Graduates, USAF Academy  
Life Member, Reserve Officers Association  
Board Member, The American Air Museum in Duxford, England  
 
COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS 
 
Member, Executive Committee, Orange County Performing Arts Center, 2006  
Member, Campaign Leadership Committee, Orange County Performing Arts Center, 2006  
Past Chairman/CEO, Orange County Performing Arts Center, 1990 - 1993  
Current Board Member, Orange County Performing Arts Center  
Past Chairman, Orangewood Children's Foundation, 1980 – 1993  



 
 
 
 
Founding Chairman, Orangewood Children's Foundation  
Past Chairman, Boy Scouts of America, Orange County Council, 1988 & 1989 & Board Member 1987-2007  
Board Member, Operation Smile, Los Angeles Chapter  
 
CLUBS 
 
Pacific Club, Center Club, Big Canyon Country Club, Balboa Bay Club, Lido Isle Yacht Club and Life Member 
of Sigma Chi Fraternity  
 
HONORS  
  
Received "Significant Chi" Hall of Fame Award presented by Sigma Chi International Fraternity, June 2007.  
 

Received the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation Globe and Anchor Award on, October 2006. Proceeds from 
the scholarship ball provide college scholarships to the sons and daughters of active duty and former Marines.  
 
Received the United States Air Force Academy Distinguished Service Award for his contributions to both the 
Air Force and the Academy, November 2005.  
 
Received National Entrepreneur of the Year Award by Ernst & Young (Real Estate category), November 2005.  
 
The Lyons received the Corporate Humanitarian Award from Operation Smile, October 2005. Operation Smile 
benefits children around the world who suffer from severe cleft lips and cleft palates. These surgical changes 
are life-changing to these youngsters.  
 
Received Leadership Award from USC Marshall School of Business, September 2005  
 
Received Distinguished Public Service Award presented by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at The 
Pentagon, Washington D. C., May 2005  
 
Received Presidential Medal in Business and Entrepreneurship Award from Chapman University, 2004.  
 
Received Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from the University of Southern California, May 9, 2002.  
 
Named ABuilder of the Year 2000" by Builder & Developer Magazine.  
 
Beverly Hills High School has presented their coveted AWall of Fame@ award to very few individuals. This 
recognition honors those who have made significant contributions to their country and who have achieved 
major success in their chosen field of endeavor. This prestigious accolade has only been awarded to 60 alumni 
from the school. June 1999.  
 
Received the second annual "Tribute to Excellence" Award, presented by the Building Industry 
Association/Orange County Chapter, October 1993.  
 
The William and Willa Dean Lyon Perpetual Scholarship Fund was established in 1993 to honor the Lyons and 
benefit former Orangewood children pursuing a college education.  
 
Received the Golden Plate Award from the American Academy of Achievement, June 1990.  



 
 
 
 
Named Top 25 CEOs of the Decade by California Business Magazine, April 1990.  
 
Received the Asa V. Call Achievement Award, the highest honor bestowed by the University of Southern 
California's General Alumni Association, March 1990.  
 
Received the "Builder of the Century" award by Sumigarden Economic Forecast Group, April 1989.  
 
The Lyons received the "Giving is Living" award, presented by the Volunteer Center of Orange County, 
November 1988.  
 
Received the Mardan Center of Educational Therapy Award, April 1986.  
 
Received Outstanding American Award, Chapman College, November 1985.  
 
Inducted into California Building Industry "Hall of Fame," June 1985.  
 
Received "Significant Sig" Award presented by Sigma Chi International Fraternity for national excellence in the 
building industry, 1985.  
 
Received Orange County Chapter Boy Scouts of America "Good Scout Award" at testimonial benefit luncheon 
sponsored by the Construction Industries Alliance, October 1984.  
 
Received City of Hope National Medical Center's "Spirit of Life" award at testimonial benefit dinner sponsored 
by the Construction Industries Alliance of Orange County, May 1983.  
 
Named "Professional Builder of the Year for 1982" by Professional Builder Magazine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

George L. Argyros 
 
The Honorable George L. Argyros served as the United States Ambassador to the Kingdom of Spain and 
Principality of Andorra from November 2001 to November 2004.   
 
During this extraordinary period in Spain’s history, Ambassador Argyros’ outstanding diplomatic 
accomplishments included:  
 
• Forging a close alliance with King Juan Carlos and former President Jose Maria Aznar that resulted in 

Spain’s support and participation in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
• Guiding the U.S. response to the tragic terrorist bombings in 2003. 
• Working with the Spanish government to implement a new biometric passport program and container 

security initiative. 
• Implementing new initiatives to assist and promote U.S. trade and investment in Spain. During this 

period, Ambassador Argyros personally led two major Spanish trade delegations to the United States.  
• Negotiating the Defense Cooperation Agreement that strengthens the military alliance between Spain 

and the U.S. 
  
Ambassador Argyros is currently Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Arnel & Affiliates, a prominent 
West Coast diversified Investment Company, with corporate offices located in Costa Mesa, California. He is 
also a General Partner in Westar Capital, a private investment company.  From 1981-1987, he was co-owner of 
AirCal, and from 1981-1989, he was owner of the Seattle Mariners Baseball Club of the American League for 
nine full seasons. 
 
Mr. Argyros is a member of the Board of Directors for First American Corporation (NYSE); DST Systems, Inc. 
(NYSE); Doskocil Manufacturing Company; and Igloo Products Corp.  Prior to his ambassadorship, he was a 
member of the Board of Directors for Rockwell International Corporation (NYSE) and The Newhall Land and 
Farming Company (NYSE.) 
 
Ambassador Argyros formerly served as a member of the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and 
Negotiations for the U.S. Trade Representative until 1990, when President G. W. Bush appointed him to the 
board of the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac). He completed his term on the Freddie 
Mac Board in March 1993. 
 
From 1976 to 2001, Ambassador Argyros set a record as the longest serving Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Chapman University, one of the West’s finest private universities.  He currently remains on the Chapman 
Board while also serving on the Board of Trustees for the California Institute of Technology, where he formerly 
served as Chairman of the Investment Committee and currently holds the position of Vice Chairman of the 
Business and Finance Committee. 
 
Mr. Argyros is Chairman of the Board of Directors for The Beckman Foundation, a major philanthropic 
foundation for scientific research; former Chairman of the Richard Nixon Library & Birthplace Foundation; 
Founding Chairman for the Nixon Center in Washington D.C.; International Councillor and Trustee of the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington D.C. that provides world leaders with strategic 
insights on and policy solutions to global issues; Board Member of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Board of 
Visitors Member of MD Anderson Cancer Center, Member of Library of Congress Open World Leadership 
Board; and former Chairman and Board Member of the Orange County Council Boy Scouts of America. 
 



 
 
 
 
Ambassador Argyros was a 1993 recipient of the Horatio Alger Award of Distinguished Americans, perhaps the 
single most coveted award given in America to non-military, non-show business individuals.  He served as 
President and CEO of the Washington D.C. based Horatio Alger Association from 1995 to 1998, Chairman 
from 1998 to 2000, and currently serves as Treasurer and Chairman Emeritus. 
 
In 1997, Ambassador Argyros received an honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Pepperdine University; in 
2001 he was the recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor; and in 2005 he received an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters Degree from Chapman University. 
 
Mr. Argyros was selected in 2005 as an Archon of the Mother Church of Constantinople, an esteemed honor in 
the Greek Orthodox Church, Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle. 
 
Ambassador Argyros was the 2007 recipient of the Semper Fidelis Award from the Marine Scholarship 
Foundation.  Through the Horatio Alger Association, he and Mrs. Argyros initiated the first national college 
scholarship program exclusively for veterans who have served honorably in Operation Iraqi Freedom or 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 
 
Born in Detroit, Michigan and raised in Pasadena, California, Ambassador Argyros graduated from Chapman 
University in 1959 with a major in Business and Economics.  He and his wife, Julia, have been married for 46 
years and have three grown children and six grandchildren. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Howard H. Leach 
 
Mr. Leach is a business executive and private investor.  He serves as President of Leach Capital, LLC, San 
Francisco, California, as well as Foley Timber & Land Company, Perry, Florida.  Mr. Leach was sworn in as 
the United States Ambassador to France on July 16th, 2001.  He completed his service in France on April 15th, 
2005.  He was also a member of the Board of Regents of the University of California from 1990 to 2001, and he 
served as Chairman of the Board of Regents from 1993 to 1995. 
 
Mr. Leach is a graduate of Yale University and attended Stanford Graduate School of Business. He graduated 
from Salinas Union High School in 1948.  He served as an officer in the U.S. Air Force from 1953 through 
1955. 
 
Mr. Leach has served as director of various companies, including Chairman of Hunter Fan Company, Memphis, 
Tennessee and Shippers Development Company, Salinas, California, the Dr. Pepper Company, the FL 
Aerospace Corporation (successor to Midland Ross Corporation), Hibernia Bank, and as Chairman of Sybron 
Corporation and Chairman of The Union Ice Company.  Mr. Leach currently serves on the Lehman Brothers 
Advisory Board, on the Board of the Haas Business School at the University of California Berkeley, as an 
overseer of the Hoover Institution, as a trustee of the American University of Paris, as a director of the French-
American Foundation and as Vice-Chairman of the American Hospital in Paris Foundation.  Mr. Leach also 
serves on the Boards of the American Friends of Versailles and the French Heritage Society. 
 
Previous Trusteeships include Trustee Emeritus of the Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, Trustee 
of the California 4-H Foundation, the Monterey Institute of Foreign Studies, Scripps College and the George 
H.W. Bush Presidential Library.  Mr. Leach was previously a member of the California State Board of 
Agriculture and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Committee on Agriculture. 
 
Mr. Leach has been active in Republican politics for many years in the support of candidates, and in California 
and national fund raising.  He served as Finance Chairman of the Republican National Committee from 1995 to 
1997, and as Finance Chairman of the Western Region for Bush-Quayle 1992.  He was also a member of the 
California Republican State Central Committee from 1992 to 2001.  He has been a Delegate at the Republican 
National Conventions for the years 1988, 1992, 1996 and 2000. 

 
 



 
 
 

Thomas E. Tucker 
 
Thomas E. Tucker is a private real estate developer / investor.  He has resided in Orange County since 1951, 
where he graduated from the City of Anaheim public schools.  Tucker is a graduate of the University of 
Southern California with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business.  
 
In 1982, Tucker founded the Pennhill Group of Companies, a homebuilding company and land developer that 
was one of America’s largest privately held homebuilders until it sold its land assets in the 1988-1993 time 
period. His current investment companies, Pennhill Properties and JenStar Capital develop real estate and fund 
businesses. 
 
An active member of the Orange County Community, he has served as a Member of the Boards of The Orange 
County Performing Arts Center, South Coast Reparatory Theater, United Cerebral Palsy Infant Care Center, 
Children’s Hospital of Orange County, Heritage Pointe home for the aged, as a Trustee of the University of 
California at Irvine (UCI) Foundation, a member of the UCI Chief Executive Round Table Steering Committee, 
and is the co-Founder and Chairman of the Board of The New Majority, California’s largest Republican PAC 
with Chapters in Orange County, Los Angeles, San Diego and the Inland Empire.  
 
Tucker is the recipient of the Orange County Performing Arts Center “Chairman’s Cup,” which recognizes the 
outstanding Board Member or donor.  He is also the recipient of the Jesse Award from the Jewish Senior 
Center. 
 
He serves as a Board Member of RSI Holding Corporation, a large national manufacturer of cabinets for the 
home, and recently served as a Board Member of ORCO Block Company, a Southern California manufacturer 
of block products, and Gemini Funds, a Boston based Investment Capital firm. 
 
He resides with his wife of 37 years, Joyce in Newport Beach, California.  He has two grown daughters; Saralyn 
and Jennifer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Michael K. Hayde  
 

Michael K. Hayde, as Chief Executive Officer, is responsible for Western National Group's (WNG) overall 
operations and organization and has served in this position since 1994. Prior to joining WNG in 1971, Mr. 
Hayde was a real estate management consultant with a local CPA firm where he met and carried out 
assignments for the founders of WNG. In 1981 he became president of WNG's development entity and assumed 
the leadership responsibility for the group's development and construction divisions.  
 
Mr. Hayde has been involved in the development and construction of over 28,000 apartment units since joining 
WNG. He has helped to guide the growth of WNG as it became one of California's largest private multifamily 
owners, developers, and managers.  
 
Mr. Hayde is a full member of the Urban Land Institute and a Vice Chair of the Multifamily - Silver Council 
within ULI, a member of the Board of Directors for the National Multifamily Housing Council, a member of the 
Board of Trustees and on the Executive Committee of Chapman University, a Founder and past Chairman of the 
nationally recognized non-profit Drug Use is Life Abuse.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

William E. Bloomfield 
 
Bill is the former Chairman of Web Service Company, an operator of commercial laundry equipment in 
California, having retired in January of 2005. He is also the Founder and past Chairman of Citizens Against 
Lawsuit Abuse, the first organization of its kind in California, and is a recipient of the "Legal Watchdog 
Award" from the American Tort Reform Association. Bill is the past Chairman of the board of the Multi-
Housing Laundry Association and current board-member of the Jonsson Cancer Center Foundation.  
 
Bill graduated from the University of California at Berkeley and received his MBA from Harvard University.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Duf Sundheim 
 
Duf Sundheim was Chairman of the California Republican Party during one of the most critical times in its 
history. Shortly after Duf was elected in 2003, California had its first recall of a sitting Governor and elected 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor. Sundheim’s election itself was historic, as it marked the first time in 38 
years the seating Vice Chairman had not been elected Chair.  
  
In 2004, the CRP focused on voter registration, reducing the registration gap to the narrowest it had been since 
the Great Depression. In recognition of Duf’s efforts, California received the “Registration Cup” in 2004 and in 
January 2005 the Republican National Committee named Sundheim the first Chairman of the RNC Voter 
Registration Task Force.  
  
In February of 2005, Sundheim became the first Chairman in the history of the CRP to be re-elected to a 
consecutive term. In three years, with the active support of Governor Schwarzenegger, the CRP has raised over 
$100 million dollars, an unprecedented figure.  
  
In 2006, the worst year for Republicans nationally since 1974, Governor Schwarzenegger was overwhelmingly 
elected to a second term and Californians elected another Republican Steve Poizner, its Insurance 
Commissioner by a double digit margin.  
  
From his first day in office, Sundheim sought to take the Republican message to communities that have not 
historically identified with the party. In the Governor’s race in 2006 there was no gender gap and the Governor 
received 57% of the Asian vote, 39% of the Hispanic vote and 27% of the black vote.     
  
Duf has been active in Republican Party politics for over 30 years beginning with his service as a page in the 
Illinois State Legislature at age 18 and working in the trenches as a campaign advance staffer for the Illinois 
Republican U.S. Senate candidate in 1974. Duf also had a record setting term as Chairman of the Lincoln Club 
of Northern California. 
  
Duf regularly appears on national and regional broadcasts including NBC’s Today Show, The CBS Early Show, 
MSNBC’s Hardball with Chris Matthews and Fox’s Hannity and Colmes. 
  
Duf received his B.A. in Economics with Honors and Distinction from Stanford University, where he won two 
letters in football. He received his J.D. from Northwestern University Law School, attending with the aid of an 
Exceptional Student Post-Graduate Fellowship. He is also a recipient of the California State Bar Pro Bono 
Award. 
  
Duf and his wife Cheryl live in Palo Alto, California. They have two adult children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Ruben Barrales 
 
Ruben Barrales is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
Southern California’s most influential business organization. 
 
Mr. Barrales has an extensive background in both government and private industry, with experience as an 
elected official and as an advocate for business.  
 
He served in the White House for five years as deputy assistant to President George W. Bush, where he was the 
President's liaison to state and local elected officials.  
 
Prior to joining the President's staff, Mr. Barrales was president and CEO of Joint Venture: Silicon Valley 
Network, a civic organization of Silicon Valley businesses, government and academic leaders that advocates for 
public policies favorable to Silicon Valley's technology-driven economy. 
 
In 1992, Mr. Barrales became the first Latino elected to the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. He was 
reelected and became president of the Board of Supervisors in 1996. In 1998, Mr. Barrales was the California 
Republican Party nominee for State Controller. 
 
Mr. Barrales, 44, has served on various boards, including the California Speaker's Commission on State and 
Local Government Finance, the California Commission of Local Governance for the 21st Century and the 
Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research. 
 
In 2005, Mr. Barrales received the “Ohtli Award” from the government of Mexico for his commitment to 
improving the well-being of Hispanics in the United States. Hispanic Business Magazine has listed Mr. Barrales 
as one of the "100 Most Influential Hispanics" in the United States three times over the past decade. In 2000, 
the World Economic Forum named Mr. Barrales "A Global Leader for Tomorrow." 
 
Mr. Barrales grew up in Redwood City and received a joint Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and 
Administrative Studies from the University of California, Riverside in 1984. He lives in the Carmel Valley 
neighborhood of San Diego with his wife, Kelly, and two children, Ryan and Rachel.  
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